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UOKDAT,  DMmbN  1, 1817. 

The  fim  wMkra  of  tbe  FtlWaih  Oonnsn, 
eoDformftblf  la  th«  CoasiilBiioD  of  the  UaiiM 
Sut«s,  GoiDiiMBoed  thia  daf ,  Mthe  City  of  Wash- 
iogtOD ;  and  the  SeMte  anemUed  to  tbair  Chtm- 


T  Stoxib,  from 


rsaaaiiT: 

J>ATii>  L.  HoBBii.  aad  Glib 
■be  State  af  Niw  Hamptbire. 

tutam  BmiBiLL,  jr^  from  Rhode  Iilaod  and 
PnvldeoM  Plaouthwi. 

laiao  TicHBHOX  snd  JFahih  Fibk,  from  Ver- 
qnont. 

Datid  DAaasTT,  from  Conaeclicnt- 

Ruros  EiHO  tad  Natban  SANroaD,  firom  New 
York, 

jAHia  J.  Wii^ofi  and  Mablon  DiczBBaoii, 
flroia  New  Jeraejr. 

Arkbr  Lacook  KDd  JtuuTBAN.BiOajucra,  from 
Peaaaylvaoia. 

jAjiBa  BASaoBs.wd  Jga*  W.  JSrir»i  /roia 
Tir|pfiia- 

NATBAHtaL  Maqox,  from  JMonh  ChoUm. 

JoBii  QAibMKP  and  WiMJjut  Shitb,  iron 
SontlL  OaraUiw. 

CBAm-ca  Tait,  ft«n  OoBrgia. 

JOMK  J.  CBrmiiHii,  rrom  EHloeky. 

Job  If  William,  fran  TenoeaMC. 

3aRUiiiK  Rdvolhs,  ftom  Ohio. 

Jamkb  Noblb  and  Walles  Tati.ob,  from 
India  oa. 


CtSMENT  STOREB.appoiQltd  a  SeoBior  by  ihe 
lAgUlnmre  of  [he  Stale  of  N«v  llampibire.  la 


iQpply  the 

lion  or  Jere , ,  .„ 

a  Seuior  by  ihe  Legiiklure  of  ibe  Slate  of  Tat- 


,  ..  .  OCT  occMJoaed  b/  ibe  lesij^a- 

Uon  or  Jeremiah  Maioo  ;  James  Fisx,  appoioied 


niool,  to  BQppiy  tbe  vacaiMjr  ocfa^ianed  bf  the 
nugnciiABof  Dudley  C^ibm}  Jo9it  i-CttiTiEii- 
SKN,  appoiiM  a  Seuwr  by  the  I^ogwkura  «r 
tha  Bwie  ol&eaueky,  for  ika  latm  of  au  yean, 
eommaiKUiff  BQ  (ke  fiarth  day  of  Hareh  la«l ; 
JtoBM  William*,  wpointad  a  Seaator  by  fha 
Legiilatoro  of  tb«  Cliaw  of  Taoaewte,  fot  ihe 
term  of  six  ytvra,  cottmeMiag  on  the  fourth  day 


of  Matcb  laat,  retpaetivelT,  produced  tbeii  erft- 
deoliali,  which  were  readj  and  tbe  oath  pre- 
•cribed  by  Ibw  wai  admiaiitered  to  them,  and 
Ihey  took  their  teat*  in  tbe  Seoaie. 

JoBK  W.  Eppbb,  Bppoioled  a  Seaator  by  the 
Leftitlainre  of  Ihe  State  of  Virgioia,  for  the  term 
of  six  yean,  eommeaciDg  oa  the  foaitfa  day  of 
March  laii,  •lated  that  he  had  received  bis  cre- 
dentials, but  had  aeKlcctedbriDgiDgthemwithhiiiL 
expeciiog  that  (be  Bzecutlve  of  Tirgdoia  would 
forward  a  duplicale  thereof  to  the  Senate,  and 
which  he  atill  sopposed  would  speedily  be  done: 
whereopOB]  tbe  oath  prescribed  by  law  waa  ad* 
ministered  to  him,  and  he  took  his  aeat  ia  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  hj  Mr.  Haook,  the  Secretary  waa 
ordered  to  Bcqnainl  tbe  Honse  of  Representatirei, 
that  a  qnotnm  of  tbe  Senate  U  assembled,  and 
ready  lo  proceed  to  buiineat. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAaaooa,  a  committee  wat 
appoiftied  u  iaqnire  whethef  any,  and  if  any, 
what  Iff  itialiva  meaaore*  may  be  aee weary,  fee 
wlBitliaff  Ihe  StataisfMiatUfifpiiato  tbe  Union: 
ami  UeaWB.  BuMoa,  Sine,' and  Wtuuiu,M 
Taatenee,  «e*e  Biifcthiiai  tbe  ooBmiMee. 

Mr.  Babboob  pr^ented  a  eopy  of  the  eoBdiMk 
tioD  and  form  of  goranimaDt,  aa  adopted  for  ibe 
State  of  Misiiuippi]  which  was  reaa,  and  refer- 
red lo  the  said  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  LacockJ 

Huoteed,  That  each  Senntor  be  lupplied,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  with  three  such  newspt' 
pers,  piinied  io  the  United  Siates,,  a«  he  may 
choose,  proTtded  the  ume  be  furauhed  at  the 
usual  tale,  for  the  annual  charge  of  aueh  paps'*; 
and  provided,  also,  that  if  any  Seoaior  shall 
choose  to  lake  any  newspapers  other  tha"  daitv 
papers,  be  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many  such 
papers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three  daily 
papers. 

Messrs.  Ticbbror  and  Macoi*  *«e  appointed 
a  committee,  on  Iba  part  of  ih«  Senate,  to  join 
such  committee  at  may  be  appomied  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Represenutnes,  lo  wail  on  the 
President  «f  the  Unitad  Btatea,  aad  noafy  him 
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that  R  quorum  of  the  tiro  Hoasei  is  ■ssemUed, 
■ltd  teaajr  lo  receive  any  cOmmuoiuiioD  whicb 
be  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

A  cominillee  wag  appoiated,  agreeably  to  the 
42d  rale,  far  conductiDg  busbeM  in  the  Senate, 
■nd  Messrs.  Lacock.  Dickbbbon,  and  DAGoeTT, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  commillee  was  also  appoialed,  a^^eeably  to 
the  22d  rale,  Tor  coDdnciitig  business  m  the  Sen- 
ue;  and  Messrs.  Crittendbk,  Diceerbom,  aad 
RuooLBg,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  TioaaNOB  lubmitied  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  wis  read : 

Btt^vtd,  That  a  oomniittaa  of  thre*  meffllwn  be 
appointed,  who,  with  threa  membm  of  the  Henae  of 
BepreeentstiTai,  to  be  appointed  bj  thmt  Home,  ihall 
bare  the  direction  of  tne  monej  appiopiiated  to  the 
purehaia  of  books  and  mqa,  tai  tfaii  lue  of  the  two 
HoDsea  of  Congiesa. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  the  second  read- 
ing, and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wilboh,  it  was  read 
a  second  lime  by  unanimous  consent,  and  con- 
ndered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wholej  and  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  PaEaiDEHT 
reported  it  to  the  House. 

Oit  the  qaestion,  "Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?'  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative.  Tbe  resolution  was 
then  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent 
«nd  passed;  aod  Messrs.  Diceebbon,  Kino,  and 
TitT,  w«re  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  br  Mr.  Tichehob, 

Resolved,  Toat  Mouatjoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper 
and  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Seoale,  be,  and  ha 
bereby  is,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  sacb 
•errices  as  ate  usually  required  by  the  Door- 
keeper of  the  Senate,  wnich  flzpeose  shall  be  paid 
oat  of  tha, contingent  fund. 

Ur.  TtcHEMOK  sabmitied  the  foUowiag  moiioii 
Cof  MBsideMtioa,  which  was  r«ad: 

BtKhti,  That  two  Ohapli 


Ordertd,  That  it  paas  to  the  second  tending. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilbon,  it  was  read  a  se 
ODd  time  by  nnanimous  consent,  and  considered 
u  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amend- 
nent  bariiu  be«n  proposed,  (be  PsBatDEHT  re- 
ported it  to  flie  Hoase. 

Go  tbe  qnestion,  "  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
gmaed  and  read  a  third  time?'  it  was  deter- 
mined In  the  affirmatire. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  measage  from  the  House  ofRepreaen  tat  ires 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Represeaiaiires  is  assembled,  and  hare  elected 
Hbbbt  Clay,  one  of  the  Represenu lives  for  the 
Slate  of  Kentucky,  their  Speaker,  and  Thomas 
D0170BBBTT  their  Clerk,  and  are  ready  to  proceed 
toboslnen. 

The  BeoBt*  then  adjoorned. 


Tdbbdat,  Decembers. 

HABBieoN  Gbat  Otis,  from  the  Slate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, arrived  on  the  1st  instant,  and  attended 
this  day. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeniativea 

formed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part,  to  join  the 
committee  appoialed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  on  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  Slates,  and 
inform  him  that  a  qoorum  of  the  two  Houses  ia 
assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communicK- 
(ions  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  TicHBHOB  reported,  from  the  joint  com- 
__ittec,lhat  they  had  wmiled  on  tbePreaidant  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  ihe  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  informed  tbe  committee,  that  be  woulil 
make  a  commonicatioD  to  the  two  Houses,  thia 
day,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

PBE8ID£NT'B  ANNUAL  ME88A0B. 


of  the  Si 

and  <^  the  Hove 

At  no  period  of  oar  potilieai  ezbtance  had  we  M 

much  cuise  to  felicitate  oniaelvu  at  tbe  pnaperoaa 

and  bappT  condition  of  onr  ceimttj.     The  abnodsBt 

finite  of  tike  earth  have  filM  U  with  plsnty.    Ab  ti- 

snd  profitable  connwroe  bw  greatlj  ■ogmantad 

renne.     The  public  credit  has  attained  in  eita- 

oidinary  eleTabon.     Our  prepajstiops  fat  dsfsoee,  ia 

of  AitDre  vran,  from  whicb,  by  the  expenenoe  of 

iitioDi,  ne  ongbt  not  to  expect  to  be  ezBmptad, 
are  advancing,  under  a  wall  digested  system,  with  all 
the  despstch  which  so  important  a  work  will  admit. 
"      fiea  Govemmeot,  foundad  on  tbe  iatneet  and  af- 


.  enlarged,  and  enlightened  Tiews  of  ni 
policy.  For  advantages  to  nunetous,  and  highly  im- 
portant, it  is  oat  duty  to  unite  in  grateful  aeknowledg- 
ments  to  that  Omoipotent  Balng,  from  whom  th^  are 
derived,  and  in  nncaasing  prayer,  that  be  vriN  endow 
UBWithvirtnaaiidatTenglhlamaiBlaiaand  hMuI  thani 
down,  IB  iheir  ntmoat  nwityt  to  oar  lateat  posterity. 

I  have  the  satisftction  to  iofinrn  yon,  that  an  ar> 
rangament  wUdt  had  been  commeaeed  by*  my  predfr- 
oeeeor,  with  the  British  GevMnmenl,  fat  tbe  ndoetion 
of  the  naval  ftorsa,  by  Oreat  BrilaiB  end  the  United 
State*,  on  the  Lakei^  baa  been  eonclndad  i  by  whldi 
it  is  ptDvided,  that  neithar  paity  ahall  kaw  in  aervioe 
on  Lake  Cbampiain  more  than  one  veasM;  on  Laka 
Ontario,  more  than  one ;  and  on  Lake  Erie,  and  the 
nppoT  Lakes,  more  than  two ;  to  be  armed,  eac^  with 
one  cannon  only;  and  that  all  the  other  armed  vassalt, 
of  birth  parties,  of  which  an  eiact  list  ia  interchanged, 
shall  be  dismantled.  It  ia  ako  agreed,  that  the  force 
retained  shall  be  restrlGtad,  In  iu  du^,  to  the  internal 
pntpoeea  of  eadi  party ;  and  diat  the  alnDgment  shall 
rsmaia  in  ftrce  until  dx  mendi*  shall  have  ezpired* 
after  notice  given  by  one  of  the  paitiea  to  the  other  of 


ispreventad.    I  have  the  satiAcIioii  also  to  state,  tt 
th*  CoamisHenen,  nmdar   dM  Ibarth   aitid*  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  to  vlum  it  was  reinred  la  decide,  ta 
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HTNi  baadtti  Mtd  »giaj-tiu*«,  b*M  agned  in  a 
rapoit,  b;  whkii  all  the  iilandi  in  the  pan  ■■ion  of 
aachMTlj  b«lbM  tlwItUwii  liftM  bMndaenadto  it. 
The  ConmUMonan,  a«tinf  mdai  tho  Mhcr  irticlaiof 
the  Tnk^  «tObmt,  br  tM  Mttlsnant  of  booAiIaiiei, 
hiTB  kUo  bMB  «iig*t*d  in  dM  ditduiig*  of  Uimt  re- 
^Mtiie  dnllN,  Imt  hare  bM  jM  covpUtni  thsm. 
Tho  diSannca  which  anMa  betwsan  ths  two  Gonm- 
menti  oiidBr  that  tiea^,  nrptaliag  th*  right  of  tha 
United  Statw  to  tako  and  eui*  fUh  on  tha  oout  of  th* 
Britiih  pnriiieMi'Darthof  onr  limili)  wUeh  bad  boan 
aacnnd  bj  tliB  traa^  <tf  om  thotaad  mtmi  handiBd 
ud  ^htj-thraa.  ia  atili  ■■  uagotiatieD.  Tha  pi^»- 
■ilion  laada  by  thia  Gotraranait,  to  axtand  la  na  cot- 
oniei  of  Gnat  Britain  the  princi[dea  of  tha  coDTentbrn 
of  London,  by  which  the  eommerce  between  the  poita 
of  the  United  Btatei  end  Britiih  ports  in  Europe,  had 
been  placed  on  afooCiof  of  egnilitj,  hai  been  declined 
bj  the  Britiih  GoTarnment.  Thli  (Dbject  having  been 
thui  amicably  ditcnaacd  bttwaen  the  two  Qartta- 
menta,  and  It  appearing  that  tha  Britiih  Oorernment 
ii  unwilling  to  depart  fiom  Ita  praicnt  lagnlationi,  it 
lemains  foi  Congteai  to  decide,  whether  th^  will  maka 
any  other  regulation!,  in  raoMquenee  thereof,  fin  tha 
protection  and  improvement  of  our  navigation. 

The  negxitiation  with  Spain,  for  ipolialiooi  on  our 
conunerDe,  and  the  lettlement  of  botudaiiei,  remain*, 
— onlially,  in  theitate  it  held,bf  the  eonunnnicationt 
that  were  made  to  Congraaa  by  my  predaceiaoi.  It 
haa  bean  andently  the  policy  of  the  Spaniah  Govern' 
inent  to  keep  the  negotiation  iOipBiided,  and  in  thia 
the  United  State*  kave  acquiaacad,  Irom  an  amicable 
diaposition  towardi  Spain,  and  in  the  expect 
her  QoTcmment  would,  from  a  ■enaaof  jaitice,  finally 
accede  to  inch  an  anangement  aa  wonld  be  equal  be- 
tween the  partiea.  A  dicpoation  hu  been  lately 
ahown  by  the  Spaniah  Qovemment  to  move  in  the 
aegotiatieu,  whieti  haa  been  met  b^  thia  Government, 
and,  ihonld  the  conciliaiory  and  &iandly  policy  which 
haa  invariably  guided  our  council*  ba  rectprocated,  a 
jnat  and  aatiafaetoiy  arrangement  may  be  eipeotsd. 
It  is  primer,  however,  t«  remark,  that  no  propoiition 
ha*  yet  been  made  from  which  luch  a  rean'' 
preaomed. 

It  waa  anticipated  at  an  eariy  ataga,  that  tba  eontoat 
batwean  Spain  and  tha  coIoDiai  woold  biewai  lugUy 
iBtareating  to  the  United  Slate*.    It  wm  naMnl  that 
our  cttiMM  ahonU  ajmpatUM  inevaBla  whioh  aflbetad 
thaii  naighbon.    It  leemed  probaUa,  alaoi  that 
proemtian  of  tha  eonAiet  along  oveoaat,  and  ia 
tigMMMOoniAia^  would  oceaJanally  inUonptoqi  i 
mare*,  and  alherwjaa  a&ct  tha  p«MOBa  mm  pi^arM 
of  oar  cttaan*.    Thaaa  aatldpaliana  have  baan  raat 
i»d.    Soch  iqnriaa  have  baan  taoaivad  frai 
acting  nndar  tba  atitbarily  of  both  Aa  parti**,  and  fcr 
vMah  ladnaahaa,  in  Moat  BMlane**,  ba*a  withh< 
"I^MkOgb  araaj  iU«a  of  tha  coUUct,  Iha  Unitad  8ta 
Jw**  maintainad  an  impartial  naattali^,  gtvlnc  aU 
n'XW  of  tba  partiaa  in  man,  monej,  *UpB  oi  mi 
tioniefwBi.   'iW  have  n^idad  Ibe eontait,  nol 
■tha  light  of  an  erdinaiy  InanrMction  oc  i!eb«uion, 
aa  a  civil  i«n  between  partiea  neariy  eqaal,  having,  aa 
to  nanfral  Pewara,  equal  right*.    Oar  wta  have  been 
<»«n  to  both,  and  every  article,  the  ftnU  of  onr  aoil,  or 
of  tho  indnrtiy  of  ear  dliMna,  whieh  either  waa  per- 
mitted  t»  take,  hai  been  eqnallj  bee  t»  the   obar. 
-ShoBid  tha  eoleniea  ailaUiah  tbeit  iadapandanca,  it  i* 


a:: 


weald  Bce^  bom  than,  any  advantage  Ik 
,  or  otharwue,  which  will  iwit  be  equal^ 
open  to  all  other  naliona.  The  odoniaa  will,  in  that 
e<reat,  beeom*  independent  Btalea,  fraa  from  any  obli- 
gation to,  or  connexion  with,  ns,  which  it  may  not 
tlten  be  their  intetaat  to  form  on  the  baai*  of  a  ftir 
radpraeity. 

year,  an  azpedhleB 
Ibot  againat  Etct  Florida,  by  peraoH 
act  nnder  the  authority  of  aeme  of  the 
cdonie*,  who  took  poaeei*  ion  of  Amelia  ialaod,  at  tha 
mouth  ^  tha  St.  Mary'a  rinr,  near  the  bonndary  of 
the  State  «f  OeMgia.  Aa  lUa  proviaea  liee  aaatwaid 
of  Ihe  Hiaaiaaippi,  andiibeiiBded^thaOnitedSlBlaa 
«da,  and  ba* baan  aantjaetof 
ovanunMitafSpaiD,  0*  as  in- 
damni^  In  la*a*a  ly  fnliaiiwi,  ai  in  eidianga  tat 
lanilMy  of  aqnd  Talae,  waatward  <tf  tba  Miaaiaa^a. 

'-' — "  *- '«  the  wodd,  it  ezttlad  anrpriaa,  that 

abnoU  be  girea  t»  thia  maaanta  I9 
any  of  the  ealontea.  Aa  h  mold  be  diffieoU  to  laaim 
die  it  with  tha  friendly  lalaliona  aalaib^  betwea*  lb* 
Unilad  Btalea  and  the  oohuiiaa,adoabt  waa  enlaitafaud, 
whether  It  had  bean  authoined  by  than,  or  any  «f 
(hem.  Thia  doubt  ha*  gained  ati*iigth,bT  tba  aiKos- 
*tanea*  wUdi  bava  vnfblded  tbaMaalve*  in  tha  patai 
enttm  of  tha  aatorpriaa,  whieh  have  aaAad  it  aa  a 
mere  private.  nMaalhofiaed  advantma.  PtajactadanJ 
eommeacad  with  an  ineompetant  toea,  nliueaaeaaa 
to  have  bean  placed  on  what  might  be  drawn,  in  dalU 
-'  —  lawa,  fiam  wllbin  on  limilB ;  aadoflsli^ 
.      .  :      I  fiiBad,  it  li 

maikad  eheiafltar  of  a 
being  made  a  channel  fbi  the  i 
elave*  from  Africa,  into  tha  Uailad  Btalea,  ai 
far  fugitive  alavaa  from  tba  neighboring  State*,  ud  a 
port  forBnnggling  ef  every  kind. 

A  rimllai  ealablidiBant  waa  mada,  at  an  earliar 
period,  by  peraon*  of  tha  aama  deaciiplion,  m  the  Golf 
'"     '■■     ■       •  died  GalvMlCM,  withw  Iha  Um- 


paitioalady  bythaaqalpmeataf  privalMfawbitbhaaa 
annoyed  ear  eofluoaNa,  and  hf  amnggMng.  Tbaaa 
«alaMi»hmanta,  if  aver  aanolioMd  by  any  antberikr 
whateveTi  whioh  ie  iwt  baliavad,  bava  abnaad  tlub 
tnwt,  and  fcrfUtad  all  dain  to  oonddaatton.  A  Jut 
regard  in  the  right*  and  intaraata  of  the  UniladSlalaa 
raqiiired  ibtit  they  abooU  ba  Mtapraaaad,  and  otdan 
have  been  aeoerdin^  laeued  to  that  aflaek  Tba  •»- 
wbicb  p*odao*d  thi*  n 


will  bo  aiplainad  to  Of  parti**  lAam  it  may.  in  any 

To  obtain  cgieet  inf<>nwiion  on  evaty  aubjacl  ia 
wblahlbe  UniSd  StalaaaMinloraated)  to  inqpnajaet 


of  our  Uandly  di^ealtaani  ao  br  a*  it  nay  « 
with  an  impaitial  iwiitraliqpi  and  to  tV*  proper 
reject  la  our  eommaiea  in  every  part,  aoJ  &om  evaiy 
Sag,  it  ba*  ba*n  Ibovght  pn^et  tan^  *  ahipafwar, 
with  thiae  didingvi^ad  dtheiiB,  aMK  the  aontbam 
eoaat,  with  intfractien  U  taneb  at  iidk  porta  a*  IbtT 
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miltad  bj  panoM  aetfHg  ■•dw  tfaan,  ka 


oUnad;  hj  ikan  aimie  on  tte  DMMNimin  of  t) 


fanr 

to  b«  paid  to  Ae  poteotiMi  af  on  MBBCMe,«nd  t» 
•raij  otiiBi  ol^Mt  in  which  the  Unitoit  State*  an  ia> 
tara^tad.  A  Mroog  hope  k  antevtiiaad,  that,  bf  «d- 
banog  to  the  maxim  (^  a  jwt,*  candid,  and  fiicndlv 
poli^,  wa  Bay  long  piaaaiia  ainloabla  nlatisiia  with 
aUlha  Powanof  £an^e,OD  cenditMoi  adfaotagaon* 
asd  bononUa  10  our  connliy. 

With  tha  Baibaij  Sutaa,  and  tba  Indian  tribal,  our 


In  nailing  r«nra*laati«t(o  the  iBlainal  wwwaraa  of 
««  aaonb;,  iho  liaw  wfaidi  An  ahftit  I>  paooliaxlr 
patifying.  Tha  pmaanta  wfaidi  bars  bnn  aado 
late  tha  Traamy  tiuni  tba  i«y  pradaEtira  itBlB  of 
tha  yaUic  w»anna.  Aftai  m.tUfiam  tha  appnni»- 
th«n>BiaJo  by  Inr  te.tfa*  annNrt  of  tha  Ctnl  On- 
■mMM,  nnd  of  tba  Militat;  and  Naval  BMbliih- 
'    ifing  milahla  pnmdi 


»y  ^  tha  g«rt  day -of  Jannaiy,  afBtobU 
MBtnarriaa  of  iha  anning  ^Mr.  The  pa 
«bt  Tnaaoiy  dotb^r  lb*ywf  MM  IhOMni  algbthDB- 


AalnMinanadaHaq'bondoamadlatha  y«ar  odo 
Ifcanwl  aight  hawJiad  and  ninataaB;  alWt  which, tf 
ttarpvUio  4aU  aoBttenaa  aa  it  now  it,  •bo*B  par,  tbare 
win  be  annaaUv  about  five  miBiona  of  Iba  eiaUng 
Fmd  nacipended,  nnlU  tha  yaarot^ihooaMid  eight 
hBodnd  and  twesW^**,  whan  tha  Mn  of  «••  iba«> 
aaad  eigfa*  bondiad  and  twelve,  and  tba  iteek  eraated 
hy  awdiag  Traaaary  oaie*,  will  be  ladeaeaable. 

It  ia  aho  aatinMad  that  tba  Miaitailppi  itook  wil  ba 
ttaebavgad  imag  Iha  yaw  om  Ihanaand  eight  h«f 
dfad  and  ninftaen,  tnm  the  pioeaedi  of  the  pnblib 
It  object,  dtar  whi<ih  tba  reoalpt* 
I  annaally  add  l»tba  pabHo  tare- 


By  the  kit  retOTM  to  Ae  DepaitMant  of  War,  the 
militia  tbree  of  tba  lerenJ  Bt*t«e  nay  be  eatinalad  at 
eight  hmdrad  tbMuand  Men,  iabnliy,  anilleiy,  and 
oavtiiy.  Oraat  pan  ofihU  fiirae  ii  oiaed,  and  meae- 
nrea  era  taken  to  am  tte  whale.  An  iflBpravenent  in 
Ae  organinlian  and  dienpHne  of  the  militia,  ia  on*  of 
the  great  ebjeeta  wUdi  daini  Ibe  ttniearittedfitenlien 
of - 


Of  the  naval  fcna  It  baa  been 


Golf  of  M 


Prom  aevBral  of  thx  Indiaii  Iribei,  inhabiting  the 
ooantry  boidaring  on  Lake  Brie,  parehaee*  have  been 
nude  of  land*,  on  condition*  Tery  bTorabli  to  the 
United  Btataa,  and,  a*  it  i*  preanmeid,  not  laaa  ao  to 
the  triboi  thsmielTe*.  By  thete  purcbuai,  the  Indian 
title,  with  moderate  reserralioni,  ha*  been  Htin- 
gniihad,  to  the  whole  of  tha  land  within  the  Emit*  of 
tha  Stale  of  Ohio,  and  to  a  part  of  Aat  in  the  MiiM- 

Sin  Territo^,  end  of  the  Btate  of  Indkna.  From  the 
herokee  tribe  a  tract  ka*  bean  pnTchaaed  in  tlia  8t«t« 
of  Georgia,  and  an  anangement  mode,  by  which,  in 
exduDgo  fbr  land*  beyond  tbcHimiaiiFpi,  a  great 
part.  If  not  the  whole,  of  the  land  belongnig  to  tfaat 
tribe,  eaatwaid  of  that  river,  in  thefitate*  of  North 
OaroHOB,  Chcngia,  and  Tenneaaee,  and  Id  the  A)«- 
bama  Teniteni,  w3l  aeon  be  aoqoirod.  By  tkaao  ae- 
qaialioni,  and  odten  that  nay  r*a*onri>ly  be  oxpnctod 
eoon  to  lUlow,  we  ihall  bo  enabled  to  extend  oar  aou 
tiementa  from  the  inh^ted  wt*  of  the  State  nf  Ohio, 
along  Lake  Brie  into  tba  Michigan  Teiriloiy,  and  to 
connect  oar  aettfomenti,  by  degree*,  dirMgh  the  Btate 
of  Indiana  and  the  Illinai  Tamtmy,  to  that  of  Mb- 
BOnri.  A  (imilar  and  equally  adTantageon*  efleet  will 
BOon  be  prodneed  to  the  Sontb,  ftrongfallie  whole  ex- 
lent  of  um  Blatea  and  Teirilory  irtueh  boidBi  on  tha 
wateiB  amptyfaiB  lirto  Ae  Mtrnkalppt  and  IbeK^le, 


giganticit  iaonr  dntrtouakenewaflbrttfot  thepre- 
airvation,  iuproveueat,  and  civiliialion  of  Ae  natiTe 
tnhatilanN.    Tha  banter  itata  oanettiM  only  In  the 


and  oHBpMt  fann  and  graalar  teoe  «(' cMHMd  «■ 
laiktt,andaf  rigtek-oogbt-la  yield,  for  tfae^aith 
*"  ~   "          '''"      "  topport  th* grameal anmbar  of 
uA  no  tribe  or  p  


«Uch  it  i*  enable,  uA  no  tribe  or  people  bnvo  n 
right  lo withheld  from  the wiMta  of  otheiiwafo  thaw  in 


ooght  to  be  nvedo  lir  theaa  tribaa,  and  fbr  Itan  nd- 
vaueamant  ot  the  liberal  and  haoMue  poliey«r  «lt« 
United  Btataa  tDwaed*  all  the  tribe*  within  ow^hMHe, 
and  mote  pariionhrly  Ibr  their  ImpivvemeM  in  tta 
arUofoiwlBed  lib. 
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anpfu,  mnil  tbe  MiAili,  with  Uie  proleciioii  to  be  da- 
riiad  fiom  the  regular  force,  lodiui  hoatilitiea,  if  thej 
do  asl  altogether  ceaae,  will  heacelbrth  Iom  their  tei- 
lOT.  FoTtiflcsttana  in  thoaa  quarlera,  to  aiiT  eitent. 
nil]  not  be  neceaaaiy,  and  the  Mpeoee  attendiag  them 
ma;  be  aavwl.  A  people  kccnatomed  to  the  ma  of 
fiie-unia  onlj,  aa  die  Indian  tribea  are,  will  afaan  even 
modenle  wMka,  whii^  are  defended  br  cannon. 
Great  ftrtlficationa  will,  tberafore,  be  raqniait*  ool;  in 
Ititan  aloni-  ibe  eoMt,  and  at  mom  pointa  in  the  in* 
tsriar,  eonnactM  with  h.  On  tbeea  wilt  lb«  aatatj  of 
out  tswna  and  the  comaiene  of  oar  gnat  Tirera,  mm 
Aa  Ba;  of  Fn»dj  to  the  MiMiaai^,  depend.  On 
these,  thereforo,  aboitid  the  ntmoat  attention,  Bkill,and 


Tbe  difficnltiea  atteiidini  eaiff  emigraliaDa  will  be 
diuipatad  even  in  the  moM  ranote  parta.  Several  new 
Stateaha*e  been  admitted  inlooar  UBton,  (a  the  Weet 
aodaooth.kad  tarritoriat  iOTBnuDaata,bappUToigen- 
iwd,  eatabliihed  aver  every  other  portion,  in  which 
thara  ia  veeant  laud  lor  aale.  In  terminating  Indian 
hoitilitieai  aa  moat  aooa  be  done,  in  a  farmidebte  ahape 
ftt  feaat,  the  emigration,  which  haa  heretofbre  been 
great,  will  probably  increaaa,  and  the  demand  Ibi  land, 
and  the  angmeDtalion  in  iti  value,  be  in  like  piopoi- 
tion.  The  giaat  increaie  of  ant  population  throngbont 
the  Union  will  alone  prodoce  an  important  ellact,  and 
1b  no  qnaitaT  will  it  be  ao  aetuiUy  felt  aa  in  Ibdae  in 
eontamidation.  The  p&blic  laada  are  a  paUie  ttoA, 
wUt3i  ongkt  to  be  diapnanil  «f  to  the  beat  .advantage 
te  Aa  natton.  The  oatiaa  ahiHild,  Iherefare,  deriva 
Ibe  faeAt  proeeedlag  fnwa  the  eontinDel  ilee  in  their 
value.  Every  eneoinagamant  ahonld  be  givfo  to  the 
•migranta,  conaiatent  with. a  fair  competition  between 
them,  bat  that  competition  aboold  operate  in  the  fint 
eele  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation  rather  than  of  in- 
dividoala.  Great  capitaliata  will  derive  all  the  bene- 
fit inddenC  to  their  lupMior  weelth,  nnder  any  mode 
of  aale  which  may  be  adopted.  Bnt  ii^  looking  £ir- 
watd  to  the  riae  in  the  valoe  of  the  public  landi,  they 
ehniild  Wve  die  eppMtanlty  of  emaewng,  at  a  low 
priae,  TMt  boiiaa  in  tbev  haodi,  the  rnAt  wUl  MsiM 
to  them,  and  not  to  the  poblic.  They  wa«ld  aia*h«ve 
the  power,  in  that  dagraa,  to  control  the  emigration 
and  aettlement  in  andi  a  manner  a«  th^  opinion  of 
tbrir  reapeclive  inlneete  nlgbt  dictate.  I  eolniit  Ihia 
anbject  to  the  coMMeialion  of  Coogreai^thatavatrAir- 
lher  proviiioa  may  In  made  in  the  aale  of  the  public 
landaiwith  a  view  to  the  pnbtic  intereet,  ahonld  any 
1M  deemed  ezpedient,  aa  in  thni  judgment  may  be 
best  adapted  to  the  object. 

When  we  consider  the  vast  eitent  of  territoiy  within 
the  United  States ;  the  great  amount  and  value  of  it* 
Tmdttctiona;  the  conneiion  of  its  parte,  and  ether 
C"TOBiatanee«,  on  which  th^  proaperiiy  and  hap^neae 
depend,  we  cannot  Ikil  to  enteitaiD  a  high  aanae  ofthe 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  liuiUty  which  may 
be  afforded  in  the  intarcoarse  between  them,  by  meani 
of  good  iMd*  and  eansb.  Never  did  a  coantiy  of 
•neh  vast  extent  aSer  eqaal  indoeementa  to  impnive- 
nenlB  of  thie  Und,  nor  ever  were  ooneequencee  of  loch 
magnitnde  iavehrad  in  them.  Aa  thu  anlgeet  was 
aeled  on  by  OoDgnaa  at  the  iMt  aaaaion,  and  there 
'  '  tt  to  NttTa  it  M  t^  fnMit,  f  have 


brMght  it  into  vieW)  for  the  parpoae  of  es 
my  aentimenta  oo  a  veiy  inporiaol  ciroamatance  cob* 
BMted  with  it,  with  that  freedom  and  oaodor  wkick  « 
regard  for  the  ^blic  intereet,  and  a  proper  reepact  for 
Coogiee*,  require.  Adiffermeeofoi^eRkaaexiated 
ftmn  the  fi^  limnatwn  of  oar  CoiMitntioB,  .to  the 
pveeent  lime,  enang  ow  weet  enUgbtaned  and  lirtnea* 
citiaeaa,  reapecting  the  ligkt  of  Cea^n«  to  attehliih 
Mich  ■  watem  ef  inqgoremamt.  Takai^  into  vimr  the 
trust  with  which  I  am  new  besored,  it  weald  be  im- 
pceper,  after  what  baa  passed,  thel  this  dieeusoe* 
atundd  be  revived,  with  an  anceRainty  ef  my.epinioB 
reqiecUng  Ih^  ri|^  IMangarding  early  impeeerioaH, 
I  Mva  beattnted  on  the  nittject  all  tto  daiiberatitn 
whidi  ite  grsat  importance,  and  a  jnst  setaae  of  mf 
daty  raqiuied,  and  the.raenlti^aestliedcoimelienin 
.  my  miad,  that  UeapWM  4d  net  peaaaaa  Ha  lig^  It 
b  not  centaiaad  ut  any  ef  Ibe  epniBed  ^ewwe  gi— l»l 
Id  Congraaa;  neeoaB  I  eonaidetit  tncadwilsl  lo,  et  a 
Biaaasary  mean,  newadoD  ifaeoitst.tiiiaal  Mala,te 
caiiymc  late  eSeol  a«y  ef  the  powen  whidi  an  if*- 
cifically  granlad.  In  rammoMoaling  this  raadt,  I  aan* 
MM  resist  the  rtligatkDii  which  I  fM,  to  soggeet  to 
Oangteaa  Ifae  ptepde^  ef  rseamnendiiig  to  the  Slatea 
the  adeptiea  ef  an  amendment  to  the  CenMitnliiM, 
whi^ehalLgife  to  Coagreae  the  right  inqoeation.  In 
oaass  ef  douMfnl  conatntoliMt,  espeejally  of  audi  vital 
intoraat..  it  rawnsita  wife  the  neMwe  and  origin  efoar 
insiiitinns,  and  will  contrihate  mtiah  to  pieearve  Ihaafc 
to  apply  to  onr  aenslitnito  for  an  espUcat  gienlofthe 


We  K 


1^  cenideMly  taty,  that  if  it  apf 
tton.  that  the  power  ia  aaeesNi; 


wiU'Slweya  be  _ 

abssrrev  tW  eipnieaes  has  afibeded  the  mot^  enfie 

paeefnf  tia  uliUiy,  and  that  the  banigii  ^irit  ef  «i» 


Ihronthonlthe  United  «lalas. 
'  Our  manufhetoriss  will  re^oire  the  continned  atten- 
doB  af  OoDgraaa.  The  capital  emptoyad  In  then  i* 
eonaiderable,  and  tin  kuowledgs  aragiured  in  tte  ma- 
efaineiyandfUirioaf  ail  the  moettiaeflilmanBftctares, 
ia  of  great  value.  Their  preservation,  which  depaodt 
en  due  enooungenent,  iji  connected  with  the  high  in- 
lateste  of  tbe  n^n. 

Although  the  progrest  of  the  pablic  buildings  hw 
been  as  favorable  ai  drcnmstance*  have  permitted,  k 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Capitol  is  not  yet  in  a  stale 
to  receive  yen.  Then  is  good  cause  to  presume,  thai 
the  two  wmga,  the  only  parts  aa  yet  commenced,  will 
be  prepared  K)r  that  purpose  at  the  nsitaaseioa.  The 
time  seema  nov  to  have  arrivni,  when  this  nibjeet 
may  be  deemed  worthy  the  aitenliou  of  Congiew.  on 
a  Bcale  adequate  to  national  putpoies.  The  coinple- 
tion  of  the  middle  building  will  be  neceuwy  to  the 
convenient  accommodation  of  Congress,  of  tbe  com- 
mitteea,  and  various  offices  belongiDg  to  it.  It  ia  evi- 
dent that  the  other  public  building*  i'  altogether  in- 
sufflcient  for  the  accommodation  of  tbe  aevenj  Execa- 
tivo  DepaMBcnt^  some  ef  whom  are  much  crowded, 
and  even  eubjeeted  to  the  necesutr  at  obtaining  it  in 
private  bnildinga,  at  aome  dMaaoa  fiom  the  head  ef 
tbe  d^artnian^  and  vrbh  i< 
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•fMMat  or  Um  pablic  bnnnaM.  Moat  natiooi  Iuti 
tuan  tn  inUrMt  Mid  ■  pride  id  the  improTemial  uid 
4r«aeDt  of  Iheii  Metropoli*,  tnd  none  were  store 
cottwgieuejiM  in  thkt  Teapact  thao  the  andeut  RepobUca. 
Tbe  policy  which  dictated  the  eatabliahmeDt  of  a  per- 
naueat  Tetidence  for  the  Natiotial  OoTenHDeot,  and 
tlM  apirit  in  which  it  wa*  commenoed  and  hea  been 
ptoaecated,  ahowthat  anch  inpfovement  waa  tbon^t 
wotthy  the  attantion  of  thia  nalini.  Ita  central  pori- 
tioD,  between  the  Nerthan  and  Soolhern  eitMiaee  tf 
ntiT  UntOD,  and  ita  apptoaeh  to  the  Weal,  at  tbe  head 
of  a  peat  naTigable  river,  wbieb  {nterloc^  with  ttie 
Weatem  wateia,  pvre  the  wiadom  of  the  oonudl* 
whidt  eatablMbed  it.  Nothing  appeara  to  be  more 
MaaenaUa  and  proper,  thtin  that  ooaveniant  aocommo- 
datioa  Aonld  be  protided,  on  awall-dlfaated  plan,  file 
tbe  Heada  of  Ibo  eeveral  Departmenla,  and  of  the  At- 
toniaj  General;  and  it  la  believed  tiiat  tbe  pnbltc 
froondtn  Ihaciijuipliad  totbooaotgeetawillbefbaDd 
Uiply  enffident.  I  anbait  thia  anlnoct  to  the  eonaid- 
errtiea  of  Congrea^  that  •nch  fnrther  prniiaion  me; 
be  made  in  it,  ••  lo  then  nej  aeem  mipa. 

In  ointenplatinB  the  bap^  aitaalloti  of  the  United 
Statea,  oar  atlantian  ia  drawn,  with  pacaUar  inleroat, 
to  the  innitinK  oScete  and  aoldiera  of  our  Baioln- 
tiooai7  Amy,  who  ao  cminentlj  contribated,  hj  their 
annieea,  to  lay  ita  fbnndalion.  Moet  of  thoae  -rety 
■BoritariooB  dtiaeDB  bave  paid  the  debt  of  Datura  and 
(MM  to  topoaa.  It  b  bdievad,  (hat  among  the  anrriT- 
oaa,  (horo  are  aome  not  provided  for  b;  eiiatiog  lawa, 
who  are  reduced  to  indigence,  and  aren  to  real  diatroaa. 
Theae  men  have  a  claim  on  the  gratitude  of  their 
coontr^i  and  it  will  do  honor  lo  their  connby,  to  pro- 
vide for  them.  The  lapaeofafow  jear*  more,  and 
the  opporlnni^  will  be  forever  loit;  indeed,  n  long 
■Inadj  baa  been  tbe  interval,  that  the  nnmbor  to  be 
benefitted  bf  any  [tfoTiaien  which  may  be  nado,  will 
MtbegreaL 

.    It  a^earing  in  a  aati^utory  manner  that  the 
:e  enaing  fimn  impoato  and  tonnage,  and  fina 


U17  and  Naval  Eet^diabment,  indndinr  (be  annnal 
iBgmentation  of  the  latter  to  the  extent  providei'  ' 
to  the  payment  of  tbe  intenat  of  tbe  pobuc  d^ 
U  tbe  eitingoiabment  of  it  at  tbe  timea  anthM 
withont  the  aid  of  the  interaal  taxoa,  I  conoider  i 
dn^  to  racomiD«nd  to  Congreaa  their  ropeaL  To  im- 
noae  tazea,  when  the  pablio  oiigenoiea  raqdire  them, 
u  an  obligation  of  the  moet  aacred  charactar,  aapeciaUy 
with  a  Ireo  people.  Hw  faltbfol  fulfilment  of  it  ia  among 
the  highest  proofi  of  tbnr  virtue,  and  eapacit;  for  aeli- 

Evemment  To  diapenae  wi^i  taiea,  when  it  may 
done  with  peiftel  lafoty,  ii  cqnally  the  du^  of  their 
tativaa.  In  thia  ioatanee  we  have  the  aatia- 
o  kiMW  that  they  were  inpoeed  when  the  de- 
mano  waa  iaiperiona,  and  have  been  anatained  with 
nemplary  Adalily.  I  have  to  add,  that,  however  grati- 
^ing  it  may  be  to  ne,  regarding  the  proepecona  and 
uppj  condition  of  our  country,  lo  recommend  the  re- 
peal of  theae  taxea  at  thia  time,  I  ahaU  neverthaleaa  be 
aUentive  to  eventa,  and,  ahonld  any  future  emergency 
occur,  be  not  le«  prompt  to  anggeat  aueh  meai 
and  burdana  aa  may  (ben  be  requiaila  and  proper. 
JAHE9  MONROE. 
The  Meange  wu  r«Bd,>Dd  two  ibouaand  eopiei 
tbeieof  ordered  lo  be  prloted  for  tbe  dm  of  the 


Senate. 

The  Senste  then  adjonracd. 


WiDHBaoAT,  DecembM  3. 

RosEBT  H.  QoLDeBORODdH,  from  the  Stale  of 
MarjUnd,  arrived  on  the  3d  inatant, and  attended 
this  dav. 

Mr.  Barbocs,  from  [he  committee  to  whom 
Ihe  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  reioluiioa  for 
theadmJEsioD  of  ih«  Stale  of  Miuisiiopi  into  the 
UuioD ;  and  Ihe  resolution  was  reaa  twice  bj 
UDaairaoos  consent,  and  considered  at  in  Com- 
mitteeof  the  Whole;  and  no  ameadmeol having 
been  propoied  (hereto,  the  FaBsmBNT  reported  it 
"<  ihe  House. 

Oo  ibe  queatiop,  "  Shall  (hi*  reaolutioo  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  timeT"  it  was  determined 
la  ihe  affirmative. 

The  said  resolution  hivios  be«n  reported  bf 
the  eommitlee  correetljr  engrossed,  it  was  read  a 
third  lime  br  unanimous  eooaenl. 

AewtoJ,  That  this resolntion  pass, and  thai  the 
[ilte  thereof  be,  a  "  ReaolutioD  for  Ihe  admission 
of  the  Slate  of  Mississippi  into  the  Union." 

The  Phebident  eommanicBled  a  letter  from 
John  Gardiner,  Chief  Clerk  in  tbe  General  Land 
Office,  preseniLog  10  tbe  Senate  two  copies  of  a 
map  of  the  bounty  lauds  in  the  Illinois  Terriiorf, 
engraved  for  the  use  of  tbe  soldiers  of  the  late 
army ;  and  (he  letter  was  read. 


Thursdat,  DeGember  4. 

GiOBQB  W.  Cahvbbll,  from  the  State  of  Tcii- 
neasee,  artired  the  3d,  and  attended  this  Jay. 

The  Presideut  commanicated  a  letter  from 
David  Holmes,  Governor  of  the  Stale  of  Mitsft- 
sippi,  with  a  copy  of  the  constitatioti,  as  adopted 
for  tne  government  of  that  State;  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  Daooett  gave  notice,  ibat,  lo-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  briog  io  a  resolution  authori- 
zing tbe  distribution  of  certain  public  doeumeats. 

Mr.  Tait  submitted  the  followiag  motion  for 
consideration: 

Eaahtd,  That  the  Senate  will  on ^  aaxt  pio- 

oeed  to  Ihe  appointment  of  the  8 
of  thie  Hooaa. 


Feiday,  December  5. 

OoTEBBBiDaB  HoBBir,  from  th«  State  of  Del- 
aware,  arrived  the  4th,  and  attended  this  day. 

Agreeably  10  notice,  Mr.  Daoostt  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  briug  in  a  resolution  authori- 
zing tbe  distribution  of  cenaio  public  docnmentt; 
and  Ihe  resolaiion  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ih« 
motiou  of  the  4th  inslant,  for  Ihe  appoiatment 
of  the  Slauding  Committees  of  this  House,  and. 
Ibe  blank  having  been  Med  with  "  Tuesday ,** 
agreed  tberelo. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  concur  in  ibe  re»-^ 
oluiioD  of  the  Senate,  for  tbe  sppaiotmeai  of  a* 
joint  committee  on  the  arraogemenit  for  tbe  Li- 
brary, and  hare  appoinicd  a  aommttiee  on  tb«ii 
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hiermt  tmprtnemaiu. 


SniATB. 


|Nirt.  They  lUo  concar  ia  the  resolaiioo  of  the 
Benale,  for  tbe  appoiaiment  of  ChapUia*. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Wilbon, 

Be^oitied,  That  tbe  Senate  will,  it  13  o'clock, 
OD  Monday  next,  proceed  to  the  eleotioD  of  a 
Chaplain  on  their  part. 

Tba  Senate  adjourned  lo  11  o'clock  on  Mon- 
day mOTBiag. 

Mo K DAT,  December  8. 

MoirrrosT  Stokes,  front  the  State  of  North 

CaroliDa,  arrived  on  the  5lh  iuuot,  and  attended 

The  Pkesidbmt  communicated  the  credentiab 
of  John  W.  Eppu,  appointed  a  Senator  by  tbe 
LegiiJainre  of  the  State  of  Virgiaia,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4ih  day  of  March 
last ;  whieEi  were  tead,  and  laid  on  file. 

The  Prebidemt  aUo  eommnnicated  areporl  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  comprehending 
the  atatementa  relating  to  tbe  internal  doties  and 
direct  lax,  requited  by  the  33d  section  of  the  act 
of  Coagtess,  of  ike  22d  Julj,  1813;  also,  a  report 
prepared  in  obedience  lo  tbe  act,  entitled  ''Ad  act 
to  e>labli>b  the  Treaiary  Department;"  which 
««!«  read. 

The  resolniion  aaiborizing  the  distribution  of 
certain  pablic  dacnmeuti,  was  read  the  second 
tJm«,and  referred  toa  selectcommitiee;  and  Mr, 
Daooett,  Mr.  RoBEBTS,and  Mr.  Barbooe,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  3*xPDKn  submitted  the  follow: 
for  consideration : 

Rftktd,  That  the  Committee  of  Finuu  ioqnii« 
what  abaiafiMM  oi  smmdmanti  mkr  bs  tequuitB  in 
fbn  preaent  system  of  collsctiDg  tha  datiss  dunged  on 
&e  vsiloe  ef  mercbandiM  imported  into  the  United 
States-,  Hti what fknber legal pOTiMeDiuaneceMuj, 
in  caAa  to  team  the  •qnal  ud  ceitaiu  collection  of 
those  dnlM. 

Hr.  Babbohr  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
■hoold  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  renlatioa,  propo- 
sing 10  the  several  Slates  an  ameodmeat  to  the 
CooMiimion  of  the  United  Slate*,  on  the  subject 
of  internal  im[tf  oremenla. 

Tun  DAT,  December  9, 

The  Senate  resumed  ihe  coaeideraiion  of  the 
motion  of  the  8th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance  to  nuke  inquiry  in  relation  to 
the  collection  of  ad  valorem  dnties  on  importa- 
tions ;  and  tbe  fnrlhn  coniideraiion  thereof  was 
fostpooed  natil  Tuesday  next. 

INTBBNAL  IMPBOVBHENT. 

,Ut.  BAmsoui,  of  Tir^ginla.  in  pureoanoe  of  no- 
<Kc  yeMcrdajr  gn«a,  jntroduoed  the  following 
resaMfOK  for  an  amendment  to  tbe  Constitaiion 
of  tbeUaited  Biatai,  in  relatioa  to  iateraal  im* 
prorementi: 

AtwiA«4  4^,  That  the  fbOowlag  amendnmt  to  the 
CoaMJtalion  tf  iba  Umled  Slates  bs  pnpnad  to  the 
l^gUttana  of  lbs  aovenl  BtatM,  whieh,  whea  vstUMl 
h  the  LogieJatuns  of  thTa»4bDnht  of  tbe  Slates,  Aall 
kialid  lo  all  intanto  sad  pnrpoeee,  as  a  pa»  «F  the 


iDg  motion 


said  Cosstitntion :  •■  Congnss  sbsll  have  poirsr  to  pMs 
laws  appropdatiag  mons;  br  constnictiDg  road*  and 
caaala,  and  improTiag  ths  navigation  of  watsr-conrsaa : 
PmiJcA  hauitetr.  That  no  nwd  or  eansl,  shall  be  con- 
ducted in  any  Slate,  nor  tbe  navigatian  of  its  waters 
improTed,  wilhoat  tbe  consent  of  sneb  Slate:  And 
ptwided  alto,  That  whansTer  Coognaa  shall  appr^ 
priate  noDej  to  these  objects,  the  amoont  thereof  ihall 
be  diitribaied  among  the  ssvaral  States,  in  the  ratio  of 
representation  which  eaefa  State  shall  have  ia  the  moat 
nnmeraos  branch  of  the  National  Legialatars.  Bnt 
the  portion  of  bdj  Btate,  with  its  own  consent,  may  be 
allied  to  the  parpose  aforesaid,  in  any  otber  State." 

In  submitting  lo  the  Senate  this  proposition  to 
amend  the  Constitution,  in  respect  to  the  power 
to  estahiisb  roads  and  canals — 

Mr.  Barbour  said  he  felt  it  dne  to  himself  ts 
■ay,  that  bis  opinion  had  not  changed  since  the 
last  session.  He  thonght  now,  as  be  did  then, 
that  Congress  bad  tbe  authority  already  whieh 
it  was  intended  lo  give  them  by  this  amendment. 
He  had,  in  a  discussion  of  some  length,  which 
took  place  during  Ihe  last  aession,  assigoed  his 
reasoas  for  that  opinion;  their  repetition  at  this 
time  would  be  imperiinenl.  The  faie  of  the  bill 
which  had  for  Its  object  the  appropriation  of  the 
bonus  of  the  bank  to  internal  improvements  ia 
known  to  the  Senate.  Tbe  present  Chief  Magia- 
ttaie  bad,  he  tbooght,  very  fraukly  and  properly, 
disclosed  bie  opinion,  and  decided  it  unconslitn- 
lioaal.  The  impracticability  of  passing  it,  with 
this  impediment,  through  Congres),  he  preaiimed, 
must  be  palpable.  Indeed,  he  did  not  know  that 
it  was  desirable  that  it  should  be.  It  is  better, 
perhaps,  in  all  eases  of  doubi,  to  recur  to  the 
people— ttw  origiaal  and  only  leBitiniBte  foun- 
Uin  of  power.  For  if  it  were  c^r  that  Con- 
gress  bad  the  power,  and  it  were  believed  the 
exercise  thereof  wotild  be  in  opposition  to  the 
pQbilc  aeniiaient,  he  presnmed  Congress  would 
forbear  lo  resort  to  ii.  The  Government  being 
founded  on  the  sovereignty  of  the  public  will.  It 
must,  ii  ought  to  govern.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
the  people  of  the  United  Siata  wished  the  mea- 
sure of  iniernal  improvement  to  he  carried  into 
effect,  iheie  is  no  eaase  to  apprehend  that  tha 
State  Legislatures,  bringing  with  them  into  iheit 
councit*  that  will,  and  the  sentiments  ol  their 
coasiituenta,  will  withhold  lbs  grant  of  power 
intended  by  the  proposed  amendmenL  Under 
the  gtiaraniy  thus  acquired,  Cengres*  may  pr»- 
need  wilb  a  certainty  that  they  not  only  have  the 
power,  bnt  that  it  ia  the  wish  of  their  consttta- 
ents  it  should  be  exercised.  Bat  if  Ihe  pei^ 
should  think  we  have  not  ihe  power,  howarer 
they  might  approve  Ihe  expediency  of  the  meas- 
nre,  in  itself  yet  being  in  their  opinion,  oot  of 
the  limits  of  our  Coast) tntional  power,  (hay,  as 
watohfut  guardians  of  tbe  Constitution,  ctmld 
not  fail  to  condemn  ns.  What  is  the  pubUo 
opinion  on  this  point  is  difficult  to  decide,  except 
'^°'  we  are  warranted  in  saying,  if  we  lalte  the 
I  of  the  last  Congress  as  a  fair  representa- 
tion, they  are  nearly  equally  divided.  What 
coarse  then  is  belter  or  more  conformable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  free  priociplee,  than  to^  baok  to 
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tkoie  who  Eoade  the  CaattitutiaQ,  and  who  alone 
have  power  (o  alter  or  amrnd  it,  for  their  inter- 
preutioni  On  ihe  one  haad  there  is  Bafety.  oe 
the  other  there  may  be  error.  Etcd  in  ordinary 
acts  of  legislalioD,  whea  contrary  constructions 
are  given  to  a  law,  recurrence  is  had  to  the  fra- 
mers  for  an  explanatory  law.  If  it  be  proper  in 
the  last  case,  it  applies  more  virooglv  ia  the  for- 
mer. Some  geallemen  &ay  that  it  toey  vote  for 
this  amendment  they  conipromit  tbemseliea  as 
to  consistency,  and  wealien  the  GonsiituiJoa. 
Mr.  B.  did  not  parceive  the  correcioeM  of  thai 
view  of  the  subject.  On  the  contrary,  the  tdk 
ia  favor  of  the  amendment  by  those  holding  ihi 
affirmative  of  the  right  of  Congress  already,  wil 
manifeBt  a  liberality  by  uniting  with  those  who 
aie  of  a  difiereni  sentiment ;  and  none  will  make 
a  Burrender  of  their  opiDioas.  For,  if  iheamend' 
ment  abould  b«  carried,  whether  the  opinioD  aa 
to  the  present  power  of  Congress  be  right  or 
wrong  will  be  ineigoificant.  If  it  ihould  fail, 
each  will  recur  ta  his  opinion,  as  now  enter- 
tained, and  act  upon  it  without  any  restraint 
arising  from  his  liberality  ig  uniting  with  those 
wbo  aiSer  from  him  on  the  constitutionality  of 
this qnestion.  The  principlesof  tbeanieDdmenl 
ate  derived  from  the  bill  of  the  last  session.  The 
very  full  and  elaborate  discussion  which  atteud- 
cd  the  pasiage  of  it  is  an  eridence  that  its  form, 
on  the  whole,  was  the  most  acceptable.  For 
after  having  given  to  Congress  tbe^wer  of  ap- 
propriaiiog  money  to  the  objects  of  internal  im- 
provement, it  restraina  Coograss  from  exercising 
this  authority  withont  the  consent  of  the  Btate 
in  which  th«  improvement  is  to  be  made.  This 
prevents  an  unpleasant  collision.  Again,  the 
money  is  to  be  equally  divided  among  the  States 
aecordiog  to  ibeir  federal  nnmben.  Alihougfa 
it  might  be  more  advantageous  to  concentrate 
the  effort*  of  the  United  Slates  on  some  great 
ttbjeet,  yet  there  is  a  feat  and  jealousy  among 
the  small  Slates,  that  the  large  wonld  moDopo- 
lixa  the  whole.  Mr.  B.  Recollected  the  opinion 
t£  a  genileacian  of  the  Senate  last  session,  now 
BO  longer  here,  of  whom  be  would  say,  that, 
allhongh  they  differed  essentially  on  many  polit- 
iaal  quest ioDs  of  great  inlerfst,  vet,  upon  many 
points,  both  hia  judgment  and  ais  views  were 
aound,  and  entitled  to  very  great  respect.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  tttie  gentleman  that  ihi*  fund, 
withont  the  security  introdueed  into  the  bill,  and 
now  a  part  of  the  propoaed  amendment,  might 
beeome  an  instrument  of  inlri^e  and  corrup- 
tion ;  and  a  canal  or  a  road  might  be  weighed 
■fainai  a  Preaidenilal  candidate,  and  the  scale 
would  be  inclined  as  avarice  or  ambition  pre- 
poDdcrated.  To  avoid  a  consequence  so  moeh 
to  be  dcpreealed,  he  thought  the  condition  of  n 
fixed  apportionment  among  the  Slates  a  louod 
one.  Ill  any  event  be  wee  aatitfiect  that  without 
it  all  attempis  at  amendment  would  prove  abor- 
tive, Tbeeiuatl  States,  it  ja  to  beanpfehended, 
will  surrender  themselves  to  these  fears,  if  this 
guaranty  is  not  given ;  with  it  there  could  be  no 
eanie  of  apprebensioo,  and  he  ooald  perceive  no 
..n_  .«  -i™t^  !.,  guece,,.    The  right  of  the 
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Btate,  with  its  consent,  to  appropriate  it  to  ob- 
jects without  its  limits  ia  too  obvions  (o  need  a 
comment.  He  would  just  observe,  however, 
that  tbs  cuitins  a  canal  between  Ihe  Delaware 
and  Chesapeake  Bay  would  furnish  an  illnstra- 
lion  J  as  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Delaware 
might  unite  in  the  undertaking.  Mr.  B.  nished 
further  to  remark,  that  this  proposition  waa  not 
made  with  a  view  unnecessarily  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  Ihe  General  Government.  He  was 
anxious  to  see  the  spirit  In  which  it  originated 
kept  perpetually  in  view ;  namely,  thai  wnatevet 
could  be  as  well  done  by  the  States  as  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  the  power  of  doing  it  should 
be  retained  exclusively  to  the  Statesj  while  the 
General  Qovernment  should  exercise  iu  author- 
ity on  objects  exclusively  oational;  and  iher« 
should  be  a  coincidence  of  authority  only  where 
its  exercibe  should  be  dictated  by  necessity  or 
zreat  advantage.  The establishiog  military  roads 
from  one  end  to  the  other  of  this  extensive  em- 
pire, or  an  internal  DBvigalion  on  the  same  scale, 
required  the  resources  and  the  superiniendinr 
power  of  the  General  Qovernment.  While  aH 
minor  objects  of  internal  improvement,  particu- 
larly affecting  the  Stale,  may  be  therefore  well 
and  correctly  given  exclusively  to  the  Stales, 
that  which  is  natioaal  should  belong  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  li  was  with  these  aentimenis, 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  presented  Ihe  proposed  atoend- 
ment  to  the  consideralion  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of 
a  Chaplain  on  tbeir  part,  and  on  the  ballot*  hav* 
mgbeen  counted,  it  ag^ared  that  the  Kaverend 
WiLLtAii  Hawlit  had  s  majority,  and  was 
riected. 

On  motion,  bj  Mr.  Tait,  the  appointment  of 
the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Senate,  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Wedmibdat,  Deoember  10. 
Kl)  p.  Abbhun,  from  the  Stale  of  Uasaachu* 
setts,  and  Gioaaa  H.  Thoup,  from  the  State  of 
Georgia  severally  arrived  on  the  9ih,  and  attend- 
ed this  day. 
The  reeolutioQ  for  an  amendmeift  to  the  Con- 
itulion  of  the  United   States,  in  relation  to  in- 
rnal  improvements,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbodb,  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  con- 
sider  and  report   tbereon.    Mr.  BaBbodh,  Mr. 
Kino,  Mr.  Lacooe,  Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Brpaa, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative* 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  appointed 
the  Reverend  Bdboxbb  Aluson,  Chaplain  on 
their  pan.  Thej^  have  also  passed  a  resoluiioa, 
directing  a  distribution  of  oeriaiti  laws,'aaeag 
ihe  members  of  the  fifieenth  Congress,  in.  which 
re^iest  the  coDcurrewje  of  the  Seaue. 
3e  rcselution,  last  mefttiwed,  was  read,  and 
pasecd  10  the  aecuBd  reading. 

-Ur.  Moibil  aubmiUBd  the  iotiowiDg  nntion 
Ear  conssdf  lation : 
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aiaad6tg  Cbmnidu*. 


Bbhat*. 


Retohtd,  Tint  the  Fraidmit  of  the  United  Suta* 
be  reqaeatod  (a  commiiBiesH  to  the  Bonale  auGh  infer- 
Dwtioii  aa  he  maj  pOMCii,  retadog  to  the  prafma 
made  in  aiirrnint  Ihe  •aver*]  tracta  of  nililarf  bMoly 
Itnda  appropitaliS  b;  Conaieaa,  in  the  Stata  «f  Len- 
imaa  and  tba  MiMmri  Territatj,  tut  tlM  late  Araty 
of  tho  Dniteil  SMea,  and  the  ttai*  at  whkh  (Mch  wax- 
yaj  will  pfobaU;  bv  eoinpleted. 

Mr.  SAiiroHD  rabmilted  Ihe  following  moiion 
for  eoDMdcraiiota 

Bathed,  That  I 
behn  the  Bonate  inlbnnKMa  of  the  piDfraae  whii 
baa  been  made  ia  the  aettlenent  of  pnUio  aeceante, 
ttDd«lbe«ct  "tapHnidefcrthapieaptafltUownlef 
wUie  aeeOttMa;"  and  that  he  eb*  Mala  what  fnithnr 
taCal  pravMMU  mtg  be,  in  hia  aplkioB,  mue»ei'j  to 
laaora  Am  epaadj  BaMlenent  of  pablfe  aocaBRik 

Thubbdat,  December  11. 

Jbkbmiah  Mokhow,  from  the  Btan  of  Ohio, 
arrirvd  on  th«  lOih  in«uat,«nd  att«B<led  ihiader- 

The  PEiaiDwrr  eomittaoicaied  a  report  of  tbe 
ScereiKry  of  the  Tranmry,  eompreheoding  an 
«eoant  of  the  fand  appropriated  for  ihs  ufe- 
kcepiog  and  Mcommodation  of  prbonau  of  war ; 
which  WM  read. 

Waltis  Lbaas  and  Tkokao  R.  Wiluahb, 
(MpcetJrelf,  appoiated  Senatore  by  tbo  Lc!gul»- 
ture  of  tbe  State  of  Miaaiaaippi,  prodtised  their 
oredeiUi«le,irereq(ndified,  ami  took  tbeirMtuio 
the  Senate. 

The  reMlatkm  directing  b  dtatrlfantion  of  eer- 
taia  )aws  among  ifae  members  of  ihefifleenlhCon- 
greea  wae  read  Ihe  ■econd  lime,  aod  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  ms  referred,  on  tbe  Bih 
iuiant,  the  resoluiioa  Buiboriziog  the  ditlribu- 
lion  of  cerlaio  publia  doeumeots,  to  eoniider  aod 
TepoTt  thereon. 

Tbe  Benaie  resamed  the  consideritjon  of  tbe 
motion  of  the  10th  instaol,  for  iDformaiioD  relat- 
ing to  tbe  progrest  made  to  aarTeriog  the  mili- 
tarjp  booDty  land* ;  whieb,  having  been  amended 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Monaow,  wta  agreed  to  aa 
follom : 

RaelMd,  That  tbe  Preatdent  of  the  Uatied 
Statn  be  requeaied  to  eomraunioate  to  tbe  ftea- 
ate  iiieh  infbmMtioa  as  he  ma;  poteen,  releling 
to  the  prvgreaa  made  id  sarftfiog  tbe  aeveral 
trutt  <a  mUititry  btmtitf  land*  appropriated  by 
Congreas  for  the  late  Army  of  tbe  United  State*, 
and  the  time  at  which  aneb  aarvef  will  probably 
be  completed. 

The  Seoate  resomed  the  conuderatioo  of  the 
moiion  of  tbe  lOth  tDiiaHt,  for  inrormatfob  retat- 
iag  to  the  prompt  aetllement  of  public  aecounta, 
m  agreed  thereto. 

STANDING  C01IUITTBE& 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of 
tbefollowitigiStandiDgGommitteee;  and,  on  mo- 
tion far  Mr.  Tact,  it  wa*  ordered  that  Ibey  conaist 
of  6re  member*  each: 

Cammxttee  on  Fortign  Bdatianr.—Vlt.  Bak- 
BODK,  Mr.  Maoob,  Mr.  Trovp,  Mr.  KiNa,  aod 
Ml,  Laoook 


OnKHiUtet  on  Flmmoe. — Ifr.  Campivll,  Hr. 

Epfes,  Mr.  Kino.  Mr.  Talbot,  and  Mr.  Haooh. 

Committte  on  Coiiuiurce  and  Mam^hctinr*. — 

Mr.  SiNFOBD.  Mr.  HoBear,  Hr.  Moxbil,  Ht. 

BuRBILL,  and  Mr.  DlOKHBBOK. 

Ommtttee  on  MUiiary  A^ain.-~MT.  Tbohf, 
Mr.  WiLLiAMB  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Ticbinob,  Hr. 
Lacoce,  and  Mr.  Tati.ob. 

CommMee  on  the  MHilia. — Mr.  Sroxii,  Mr. 
Noble,  Mr.  Robbbtb,  Mr.  Macok,  and  Mr.  Rus- 

OonuuitUe  on  Nanal  iffairt. — Mr.  Tatt,  Hr. 
SAKroBD,  Mr.  CsiTTSBirBx.  Mr.  Dasovtt,  and 
Hr.  WiLLIANB  of  Miasisaipipi. 

CommiUet  OA  PtMic  Lmtda.—Ht.  Hobbov, 
Mr.  FiSE,  Mr.  Tatluk,  Hr.  William*  of  Hia- 
•isiippl,  and  Hr.  Hdntbb. 

CbmrnfUaeofaaJait.— Hr.RoaBBn,Hr.HoB- 
bii.,  Mr,  RtttHiLia.  Ur.  OotraioBooam,  and  Ht. 
Wilson. 

OtwMmOtM  on  t*a  JWidory.— Mr.  Ckmaic 
DBB,  Hr.  BnBm.li,  Ur.Ona,  Mr. Shitb, aad  Ur. 
Lbaki. 

CrnnmWM  on  the  f»tf  O^M  oittf  ^aM  AbuI*.— 
Mr.  WlLsoM,  Mr.  Asavvir,  Mr.  Fiax,  Hr.  Rtni- 
olbs,  and  Mr.  Bt&km. 

CommitUe  on  Aniion*.— Mr.  NisBLK,  Hr.  Bro- 
BBK.Mr.  Lacocc Mr.  VAHDYxx.aad  Mr. Talbot. 

CommitUe  on  the  DitlricC  of  CbluBt&ia.— Mr. 
GoLDSBOBODaa,  Mr.  DAoaBTT,  Mr.  Eppis,  Mr. 
Babbodb,  aod  Mr.  Btokbb. 


Fbidat,  December  IS. 

A  measage  from  tbe  Hooae  of  RepreaentaiiTM 
informed  the  Senate  that  Ihe  Boose  have  paasad 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  abolish  ih»  internal 
duiiea,"  in  which  they  reqneat  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senaie. 

The  bill  last  maniiooed  waa  read  by  nnaalmon* 
conKnt,Bad  referred  to  the  CommltleB  on  PI- 

Tbe  Pbebiockt  communicated  ivo  memoriala 
of  tbecommisaioned  officer*  (then  of  the  Medilel- 
rnaeaa  iqaidron)  under  the  rank  of  command- 
er3,remoniiraiing  tgainst  Ihe  treaiment  receired 
by  Capiaia  Heath,  of  ibe  Marine  Carpi,  from 
Commodore  Perry,  and  tbe  proceedings  ibereon  ; 
also  againsi  the  decision  in  a  lother  case,  which 
occurred  at  Naples  between  Capiaia  John  Orde 
Creightonand  Midshipmao  MarsJenof  the  Wash- 
iogion;  and  praying  >ome  legislatiTe  prurision 
for  Ihe  more  effectual  protection  of  the  righta  of 
aobalieroa;  aod  ibe  memorial*  were  read. 

The  PaaaittaitT  also  commanieated  a  memo- 
rial from  the  offieei*  of  the  Matrnc  Corpi,  (cheo  In 
the  HediierraBeBD,)  on  the  same  attbject ;  which 
Was  read.and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Albin. 

On  moiion  by  Ht.  Campbbll,  tbe  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  nnlil  Monday 

Hr.  Macor  preeeoted  the  petitioa  of  Joel  Riv- 
ers, praying  permission  to  parehaae  four  acres  of 
lanil,  near  Furl  Claiborne,  oa  the  Alabama  river, 
to  secure  the  right  of  a  tortf,  whioh  waa  read, 
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ud  rderrad  to  the  Com  mi  I  ten  on  the  Poblic 
Lands. 

Mr.  Bdrbill  preseiiled  tbe  petitioD  of  D.  Ly- 
DBD  and  oiheri,  ■  eoiamitiee  actioi;  for  and  id 
bebair  of  the  coticm  and  woollen  miDaracIurera 
of  ProTideoQe  aad  ita  vicioitf,  praying  that  the 
prcteoi  duiiei  od  impori«d  eoLton  and  woollen 
goods  may  be  rendered  pernmeni,  and  that  pro- 
Yiiion*  may  be  made  more  effeciaally  to  preveat 
eraiioaa  iheteof ;  and  that  lucb  further  measurea 
for  [he  Be«urii7  end  promoiioa  of  American  man- 
nfacturn  may  be  adopted,  at  Googreu  in  tbeir 
wisdom  may  deem  proper  and  expedient ;  and 
the  peti[ioD  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
miilee  oo  Commerce  and  Manufiteturea. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cami^eli.,  t^e  •landing 
commiiiees  of  the  Sepate  bad  leave  to  report,  by 
bill  or  Dlherwiae,  on  all  aubiecta  leferred  to  them. 

Mr.  DAOasTT  aubmittea  tbe  following  motion 
for  cooaideratioD : 

Rmabtd,  That  the  CanmittM  on  the  Jodiaarj  b« 
inMnKtad  to  iaqnira  into  tba  lapadiaBcy  of  piisiwi  a 
law  on  the  anbiect  of  baokrnptcHa,  and,  if  they  jodfa 
it  eipedieot,  (o  laport  a  bill  iar  that  pnrpoM.  Alio, 
that  the  afbiBMid  comniittMi  inqnira  into  ths  ezpedi- 
encj  of  farther  proitidon  b;  law  for  the  ponialmieat  of 
aSMcea  committed  in  pUcca  within  the  azdnaiTe  jn- 
liadictioa  of  the  United  Btatei.  Alio,  into  the  nece*- 
mtj  of  liiTthar  dafiniiiK  piracy  and  other  nflances  com- 
mitted on  the  high  eea*,  and  into  any  defects  eiiitinf 
in  the  laws  of  the  United  States  tot  the  pnniahmenl 
of  etimea  and  oflaneea. 

Mr.  DtcKsnaoN  preaeoted  the  memorial  of 
John  Dow,  and  olbent,  mtDOfaoturers  of  iron, 
praying  that  a  farlber  duty  roay  be  imposed  on 
tbe  importation  of  certain  descriptions  of  iron, 
for  reasons  a [aied  in  the  memorial}  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Commltiee  on  Com- 
merce and  Maouraetures, 

Mr.  BnaRiLLprtseoicd  the  memorial  ofCharles 
D'WoIfe,  and  others,  merehanU  of  Bristol,  in  the 
Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  tfaat  provision 
may  be  made  for  granting  the  benefit  of  the 
drawback  of  duties  upon  the  exportation  of  cer- 
lain  goods  therein  staled  \  and  the  memorial  was 
lead,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fioacce. 

Mr.  RnonLES  presented  the  petition  of  Hasfield 
White,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  payment  of  a 
BUm  placed  in  bis  bands  for  poblic  purposes,  but 
lost  in  action  during  the  ReTolationar?  war.  as 
aUted  in  tbe  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  [be  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  liAcooE  submitted  the  following  motion 

Rttohti,  That-tha  Commhlee  on  the  Jndidaiy  be 
inabnctcd  to  inqoiie  into  the  eipedtenej  of  difidiog 
the  Btate  of  Puiaivlvuiia  Into  tno  Juduual  districts, 
and  establishing  a  diilrict  and  circuit  conrt  of  the  Uoi- 
l*d  Ststea,  st  the  cxtj  al  I^ttsbuig,  in  the  connly  of 
AUsgheny, 

Od  motion  by  Mr.  Babbodb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded lo  ascertain  tbe  classes  in  which  the  Sen- 
ators or  the  Stnte  of  Mississippi  shall  be  inserted, 
m  coorormitj  to  the  resolution  of  the  14th  of 
™"y'i'89,«tid  u  the  Consiiiution requires;  and, 
Ordered,  That  iwo  lots,  No.  3,  and  a  blank,  be, 


by  the  Secretary,  rolled  ap  and  put  into  the  bal- 
lot box  i  and  it  is  understood  that  tbe  Senator 
who  shoold  draw  tbe  lot  No.  3,  should  be  inserted 
in  tbe  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  serriee 
respectively  expire  in  six  years,  from  and  after 
the  third  day  of  Marcli^  one  thousand  eight  htui- 
dred  and  sereoieen,  in  order  to  «4)nali7e  iha 
elaasesj  accordingly  Mr.  Wilmams  drew  lotNo. 
3,  and  Mr.  Lbakb  drew  the  blank. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  two  Iota,  No.  1,  and  No. 
2,  should  be,  hy  the  Secretary  rolled  up,  and  pDl 
into  the  ballot  box,  and  tne  of  these  be  drawn  hy 
Mr.  Lbaxb,  the  Senator  from  the  State  of  Mi^ 
sitaippi,  not  olaaaed;  and  it  was  underatood  that 
if  be  should  draw  lot  No.  1,  he  should  be  inaeited 
in  the  claaa  of  B«oatarB  whose  tenna  of  Mtvice 
will  reapectiTely  expire  in  two  yesn,  from  and 
after  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sevenieea;  but  if  be  should  draw 
lot  No.  3,  it  was  understood  that  be  should  be 
inserted  in  the  class  of  Seaaton  whoae  tenna  of 
serrice  respeeiively  expire  in  four  years,  from  and 
after  iba  third  day  of  March,  one  thoaaand  eight 
hundred  and  seveDieen ;  when  Mr.  Liakb  dr*w 
No.  2,  and  is  classed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Campsbli.  submitted  tbe  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

RamJetd,  That  tha  Committaa  on  PaUie  Lands  be 
inatmclad  to  iaqoiro  into  the  axpadisacy  of  proridiag 
by  law  for  anthoianng  thoM  who  bold  titles,  deriaad 
from  lbs  State  of  Nceth  Caioliaa,  lo  landa  In  that  put 
of  the  State  of  Tenneasae  to  which  the  Indiaa  elaW 
has  not  bean  ntingaishcdf  to  hava  Ao  boondanaa  or 
other  laud  marks  of  their  daims  aaeertainad,  and  m- 
marked  or  otherwise  identified,  in  order  to  petpatoat* 
the  aridence  to  aoppott  the  nun*. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repfeseoiatiree 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  supplementary  to  tbe  aet 
eatablisbiog  ibe  Mint,  and  the  actcoticerDingthe 
Mint,"  in  which  they  reqnesi  the  coocettenite  oi 
tbe  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  paaaed 
to  the  seeood  /eadiag. 

Mr.  Campbell  gare  notice  that,  at  the  next 
siiliag  of  tbe  Senate,  he  should  ask  ieava  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  tn 
issue  grants,  and  perfect  titles,  on  certain  entries 
and  lucatious  of  lands  therein  described. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  annual  i«> 
port  of  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  on  iheataie 
of  the  finances,  communicated  the  8ih  iastaat, 
was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Finance. 

REFER^nCfi  OF  PEEBIDBNT'S  ME88AGE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Babboob, 

Itemlvai,  Tbatsomuch  of  tbePresideni'aM«a- 
eage  as  relates  lo  foreign  alfsirs,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relationa. 

Od  motion  by  Mr.  Sanforo, 

BeMlved,  That  so  moch  of  the  Mesaage  of  tlie 
President  of  tbe  United  Stales,  as  relates  to  oon- 
meroe  and  raanufaciuresj  be  referred  to  [be  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On  matioo  by  Mr.  Campbell, 

Saolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Mcasage  of  the 
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Prnideot  of  the  Doited  States,  aa  relaie*  to  the 
financeB,  be  referred  to  iheCommittee  oa  Finance. 

Mt.  Lacock  sabmitted  the  following  motion 
for  cODtidfraiion : 

Baobtd,  That  ■<>  nncb  of  the  Freiideot'i  H«u«ge 
M  relat«*  to  iob^  ud  inltad  nangkliaa,  inil  ■sdudi- 
riMofIeaniiag,ba  referred  to  &  lelect  committee. 

Mr.  MoBIOWBubmilled  the  following  uiatioD 
for  coniirferaiioD : 

RtMohak  ThatHimnclioftheMe«MS«of  thePres- 


Mr.  RoBBBTa  aabioiltcd  the  following  motion 
{ot  consideration : 

Saobed,  ThatMUBoebof  ilMM«Mif«orilM  Pr*>- 
idtnt  of  the  United  Statei  m  i«l*l«a  le  the  ■nrrinng 
ofBcere  and  loldiera  of  oni  RavoIotianuT  Atnj,  be  re- 
tered  to  the  Committee  on  Peniiona. 

PUBLIC  DEFOSITES. 

The  PaBBiDBiiTCommuQicateda  report  from  the 
Secreiiry  of  the  Treaiorv,  exptaininf  ibe  Teasoni 
for  not  uaufertioK  ibe  balaaces  from  tbe  Biaie 
banks  lo  tbe  Bank  of  ihe  Untied  Statefij  which 
was  read.    The  report  ii  as  follows ; 

TatASvar  !>» AaxMirr,  Dtc.  10, 1817. 

8ia :  Bj  the  liiteenth  lection  of  tbe  charter  of  tiia 
Bank  of  tbe  United  Statee,  the  depodte*  of  tbe  pobHc 
monej  are  reqmred  to  be  made  in  tbe  Bank  and  iti 
offloM,  in  the  place*  where  tbey  may  be  eitabliabedt 
nnten  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treanuj  Aall,  at  anj 
time,  olberwiae  order  and  direct ;  in  which  oaae  the 
Teaaona  of  inch  order  and  direction  ehall  be  laid  be- 
fore Congraes,  if  in  eeMiao,  and,  if  not  in  lenton,  im- 
mediate^ alter  the  eommeneement  of  the  next  •ewion. 

The  Bank  itaelf,  and  iCi  ofGcei  eetablished  at  Boi Ion, 
New  YoA,  Baltimore,  and  Ihia  city,  commenced  tbeir 
operatioDi  at  different  periods,  between  tbe  lit  day  of 
Jannary,  1817,  and  tbe  4th  day  of  March  enniing. 

If  the  prOTiaiona  of  the  lecllon  already  staleil  did 
not  impose  the  obligation  to  transfer  to  the  Bank  of 
tlia  United  Sutea,  and  to  iu  offices,  the  pnUic  depoe- 
ites  which  bad  baan  pwrioMJj  nada  in  the  State  and 
local  banks,  no  depoailadnriBf  this  interval  waanMde 
whidi  laqairsd  the  imsum  upon  wbich  it  was  directed 
to  be  eommonicated  to  Congress. 

Without  bquiring,  in  this  place,  whether  nnilar  the 
charter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  a  right  lo 
■ocb  a  transfer,  1  fsel  it  my  du^  to  slate,  that  prsTiena 
to  the  let  day  of  January,  1817,  apropoaitionbad  bean 
anbrnittod  by  this  Deparlment  to  the  State  and  other 
localbsnka.fortbe  purpose  of  iodudngtbem  lo  resome 
specie  payments  on  tbe  JlOth  day  of  robmsry  fbltow- 
ing.  A*  Ibe  pnblic  money  deposited  in  them  was  in- 
timately connected  whb  tbe  proposition,  it  was  deemed 
inexpedient  to  tnnsfer  those  balances  to  the  Bsnk  of 
the  United  States  until  the  rtsnlt  of  Ihe  proposition 
was  known. 

NcaHj  eontamparaiMOae  with  diia  stent,  sn  anange- 
aaont  wss  msde  batwen  the  Bank  of  Ike  United 
States  and  the  Bute  banks  in  the  cttses  el  New  Torit, 
PhiladelpUe.  BaltimOTs,  and  Sichmend,  by  lAieli  the 
depositee  wits  to  ba  transfseied  from  Ihs  State  hanks 
embraced  by  the  anangamsBt  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Stalsa  and  la  iu  offices  on  tbe  UHh  day  efPeben- 
aiy  in  that  year.     ThissrraagementwassaMtknedby 


lbs  TrsBsnry  Departauwt,  and  « 
eoled  by  the  parties. 

As  the  conditiiHts  imposed  by  Ihia  aRangenssBt 
ipoB  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  were  not  eiland- 
id  to  any  other  State  or  local  banks  than  tbosa  wbidi 
were  parlies  to  it,  in  ordsr  lo  induce  Ibe  banks  in  this 
District  to  reanme  specie  psymenls  aandlaneonsly 
with  the  banks  already  enameraled,  it  became  necas- 
ssiy  for  the  Tressary  Department  to  giTa  them  aMB* 
ranee*  of  rapport  dnring  the  first  months  sttcceadiDf 
such  Tcsnnption.  In  consequence  of  Ihle  assnnnM^ 
a  coBridarsbls  portion  of  Ihe  depodtes  in  the  hanks^ 
Wsshington  and  Oeargetown  was  permitted  to  remain 
until  the  1st  day  of  July  last  On  tbe  Iftth  d^  of 
March  of  the  same  year,  a  dqmnte  of  •76,000  was 
made  in  the  FsroseM  and  Kednnics'  BankofOaoife- 
lewB,  whii^  had  not  praeioaaly  bssn  one  of  the  depos- 
iloiie*  of  tbe  poUio  meuy ;  which  iou  was  tnssfa- 
led  to  Oa  Bank  ef  the  United  BMea  at  iha  lima  that 
(be  J^oritsa  which  had  pnTionsfy  basn  made  in  the 
ba^s  ef  Waihiagtoa  and  Gsoigslawn  wars  liaas- 


trantlened  bom  tbe  State  bank*  la  ll 

Bank  of  the  United  States  at  the  ssreral  pssiods  ot 

their  comDMnnng  their  aperatjons. 

Shortly  aAsr  the  office  at  Boston  went  into  opera- 
>n,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  pnblic  money  de- 
■sited  in  the  Stale  banks  was  transferred,  sno  paid 


mm  set  apiiE  for  that  abject  a*  remained 


le  temaindsr  wat  assignad 
which  had 
iitionof  Ibe 

...  1st  day  of  July  was  directed  to  b«  paid  to  the 
office  establiihed  at  BtMton. 

Frenously  lo  the  close  of  the  year  1816,  a  eoniidar- 
abla  >iun  bad  been  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  of 
the  Stale  af  Penn^Uania,  fer  lbs  poipoae  of  diKharg- 
ing  the  Treasary  notes  which  had  been  made  p^aUs 
at  Philadelphia.  When  the  duties  of  Commlssuuer 
of  Loaos  ware  transferred  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
Slate*,  on  the  1st  day  of  July  last,  a  consideiable  bal- 
ance of  that  amount  ramainsa  unexpended. 

It  sras,  howam,  lepnsenied  by  the  Bank  af  PenB- 
sytrania  that  TVsasory  notes  were  daily  pteesnlad  to 
it  Isr  payment,  and  that  a  ttanafetofthanadBassign- 
ad  la  that  ebjeet  wanld  be  lAcanTaBteat  to  Iha  hnldaia : 
it  was  tbsTsapen  detesmined  to  conlinite  to  eapley 
that  bank  ss  the  tgent  of  the  Treasnry  (br  dischargiac 
tbe  ODtalandiag  Tressnry  notsa  damandable  at  Pbila- 
d^[Aia  nntil  the  1st  day  of  October  last,  when  Ihe  un- 
expended balance  wa*  oiraeted  lo  be  transferred  to  the 
Bsnk  of  Ihe  United  States. 

By  the  i«vnlatiaiM  of  Ike  Bank  of  Ihe  United  Statos, 
ila  offiosrs  were  not  permitted  to  receiis  the  bills  of 
any  State  or  local  buks  except  thoa*  sstaUished  in 
Ihe  places  whare  ibey  were  reipeetiTely  tendered  in 
Hyniant.  Under  this  regulation,  tbe  hills  presmted 
ibr  deposits  by  the  collactoi  of  the  District  of  Cdnn- 
bia,  and  by  seieral  of  those  ef  tbe  internal  rerenne  of 
the  SUIes  oT  Virginia  snd  Maryland,  lo  the  office  at 
this  place,  were  reAised. 

Tka&Bqn*nttepaymentsbyoffioai«oflhalalearwT 
on  the  final  aeObment  ol  their  aooannt*  at  (he  Treas- 
ury prwsntad  a  diffionlly  of  lbs  ssue  nature.  In 
order  to  avntd  Ihe  ineOBTeniensa  of  spsoial  depesites  ki 
it  wss  mde  with  ^  Bank  ef 
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Ibe  HMcopob,  irtiiek  hw  racamd  all  ansM  nlut 
th*  offica  m  ob((tieoc«  to  thou  npilatiow,  sml  hu 
oodiUd  Ibe  Ttaaannr  of  tha  United  Bute*  viUi  tbe 
mMonnt  in  ipBc»a>  Tha  niini  ki  paid  reamiB 
prmdpalljr  vkli  Ilia  bank.  Parmanla  to  loma  ailaDt 
wara  alao,  on  ih*  aaina  prindpte,  mailB  into  tba  Bask 
of  PeDDajrlTutii,  for  Kime  monthi  »far  the  Bai 
th«  Unitad  Stalaa  wai  ia  oparation ;  bot  tfae  ana 
Mid  have  baan  lines  tmwfcRed  to  tlia  Bank  of  Iba 
United  Stataa. 

No  olfanr  eaaai  h>Ta  oecDrrad  dortDg  the  laccMa  of 
OangTaaKhich  an  necottaiy  >•  be  ^eaoKled  in  thi* 
aammniiicBtloii. 

In  dedtniiiB  to  tTanatra  the  balaneei  which  reoialB- 
•A  ID  the  bank*  of  diii  IKitiict  at  the  tima  thai  the 
'efflcein  thii  eitj  eMniii«ne«dboila«M,andlnlh»«M»a 
■taled  to  have  oceairad  In  PMItdalphla  and  in  BtMon, 
1  wia  Inffneneed  In  a  coniidaHlion  of  the  iiriawnu 
Mt  by  the  Stale  and  load  btake-dorinf  eerarafiMbnAa 
aidMBqasDt  ifr  the  nNmptiea  of  inaei<pqpiB«Ht«,  and 
of  the  MnieM  rendered  l»  the  QoMnHnaot  bf  tbea* 
bknk*  imng  the  period  that  they  were  oaed  ai  plaoae 
of  pnfalie  depoalte  hy  ^'  Tttiinij.  An  iinn«£ate 
trtnrfin'  of  the  puUie  money  depaelted  in  IheBWooU 


ieted  npen  « 
h  would  Ihit< 


In  making  trtniferi  fiom  the  State  btDki.  the  ipc- 
cial  depoeilea,  of  whkh  ihej  were  in  aome  inataDcei 
j^ndpaJt/  eompoaed,  preMnted  eoBiiderable  smbar- 
nnment.  The  Bank  of  the  United  Statei  tendered 
ila  (erricai  for  tbe  parpoae  of  exchangLiig  for  ipecie, 
or  billa  of  the  hanki  m  the  commercial  dtiei,  Ihoaii 
depoaitea  which  were  principall;  confined  to  the  iate- 
lior  of  the  Hiddh  and  Weatem  Suta^  Tta*  offer 
wai  aeeepted ;  and  ahhangh  great  eiertiom  ware 
made  by  the  Bank  to  aflect  that  object,  mnch  remain* 
to  be  done.  Indeed,  the  amomt  of  apeeiil  depoalte  {■ 
nearly  aa  large  a*  wben  the  a^ney  of  liie  Bank  waa 
accepted.  Tbji  baa  arisen  firom  the  tmmenaenvnbar 
of  local  banki  acattered  oTer  the  interior  of  the  Btatea 
of  PennaylvaaU  and  Obio,  noat  of  wbidt  oatanaWy 
pay  their  bill*  in  apeeie.  Tbe  paper,  how«*eT,  ot 
Ibaee  banka  ianot  raoejiwd  in  waat  cam  In  aaat  ether 
a>  ipceie ;  end  the  aTpariTw  wUeh  the  Sftak  ef  the 
United  Btatea,  In  the  axaaUioa  of  ito  agani^,  luw  m- 
oiiad  of  (ha  dNnoltr  and  atandauf  ef  ^HV  of  them, 
feaa  indwad  it  gananlly  to  lafcaa  the  UUa  of  tboM 
hnnkn. 

bx  order  to  pat  an  end  to  an  etil  wbkh'  *e«nu  ralber 
to  inereaae  than  to  diminiifa,  gettoml  inalinelieBa  ham 
been  given  to  the  ooUeelon  of  the  internal  rovenne  to 
reeeiTe  the  tnlla  of  no  bank  whidi  win  not  be  eredhed 
aa  apeeie  in  the  BnlA  of  die  UnHad  Btatea,  ila  olHeei, 
and  State  banka  employed  aa  plaeee  of  depoeile,  where 
ftey  are  rtapeotirriy  nNjnired  to  meke  their  depoailM. 
Ai  Boon  a*  the  ofllcea  eslaUbhad  at  LonJarllla,  Cblli- 
eolfae  and  Pittaborg  h«*e  gone  inle  operation,  and 
ihill  bare  thrown  into  eirealalbn  a  reaaoaaUe  amonnt 
of  their  b(ll^  they  will  be  made  the  «^  depodtoiiea 
ef  the  pnbHc  money  triainp  (IroB  the  aale  of  landa  tn 
the  State*  of  Obie  and  Induna,  and  inttraotiaiie  rimi- 
lari»  IfaoM  already  Biroi  to  the  oottaDtoM  aria  be  given 
to  tbe  rec^een  of  NbHemeney  in  thane  Stataa.       - 

It  i>  only  eftir  tUt  •nangemeat  ahaU  be  aOwMd 


nkof  the  United  Statea  will  aa]oy,  in  til 
}netez(Mt,tlwadTaMa|«ehrtasdad  tobaeepwed 


it  bj  the  chertar.  Under  the  limited  enjoyment  of 
thoe*  adrantagee,  wbidt  general  eiicumatancae  aeemed 
to  impoae,  the  oonduct  of  the  Bank  i*  entitled  to  hig^ 
commendation.  The  directora  have,  in  no  initaneOi 
urged  their  claim  to  an  earlier  tranifar  of  the  poblie 
money  which  remtined  in  the  poneadon  of  the  State 
and  local  banka.  There  ia  mach  reamu,  alao,  to  be- 
liere,  that  in  ila  interconrae  with  tlie  State  banka,  and 
in  the  cxeention  of  the  agency  eoofided  to  it  by  thit 
Departmeat,  a  ajurtt  of  jnatio^  and  Itberality  ha*  been 
-  lantly  a  -"-^"' 


Hea.  PnaiiDBiTT 


:.  UEAWPORD. 
r  ma  StvATt. 


H(uiD*T,  DMBBbar  IS. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  of  TennNaee^prmDivd  the  pe- 
titfOD  of  Alfred  M.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  on  be- 
tiiir  or  himself  and  ibe  other  heirs  of  hit  dec«t*ed 
father,  Landon  Carler^  prajing  pnjmenc  for  an 
ualiqaidaied  loao  office  ceriiSeate,  lor  Gre  fauod- 
red  dollar!,  aa  elated  in  the  pelitioD ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BcBHiLi.  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Aborn,  sDrTerot  of  the  port  of  Patutet,  wiihfn 
tbe  disltiet  of  PrOTidence,  in  tbe  State  of  Rhoda 
laland,  pmying  an  iacreMo  of  eam^nsation,  for 
reaaooa  siaietT  in  the  petition  j  whicb  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

tit.  BoasiLi.  iliD  preseDted  the  petition  of 
Wearer  Beonet,  of  Cranston,  Rhode  laland.  pnjr- 
iDgcompeauiiua  for  scrrices  during  tbe  Revo- 
lutionary war,  as  stated  in  the  prtiiioD-,  vhicb 
was   read,   and   referred   to   the   Coaamittee    of 

Hr.  WiLLiuiB,  of  Mississippj,  aabmiiied  the 
following  moliOQ  for  coDBideraiioa  : 

Bttaiped,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judidary  be 
inftracted  to  inquire  what  proviaions  an  uacsasary  to 
nve  efleel  to  the  law*  of  the  United  State*,  within  tbe 
State  id  Misiiiaippi. 

Ob  metioa  by  Mr.  Laooo^ 

Rauieed,  Tbal  ao  suefa  of  tbe  Managa  of  tbe 
PrasideBtof  tbe  United  BiMea  aa  relatoa  to  tbe 
ptablia  bnildiiga,  be  refarrod  to  the  Oonuiiioe 
for  the  Diacrici  of  Colombia. 

Hr.  DAOorrr,  from  the  oomminee  10  whom 
WHS  referred  a  resolucioo  directios  a  disiribution 
of  certain  laws,  among  the  memwrs  of  the  Ptf< 
teenth  Congress,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Fi a c,  presented  tbe  petition  of  Silas  Wil- 
lard,  of  Barre,  Vermont,  praying  the  remission 
of  a  bond,  fotfeiled  (a  the  United  Slaiea,  for  rea- 
»anE  etaied  in  tbe  petition;  which  was  read, and 
referred  to  the  Commiuee  of  Claiau. 

Mr.  TsoDP  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Bamhtrf,  ThUtbe  FiesMsat  of  the  Uaitad  Slaiea 
be  laid  bsfcra  tl    ~ 


oftomncbof  tho  &at  artida  of  tbe  lata  Traaty  of 
P«aee  and  Amitr  betman  Hie  Britaiwie  Mtjmlj  and 
the  United  Stelee  of  America,  m  nlataa  to  Iba  iMli- 
totion  of  sla*^  and  wUak  Iim  not  haiatefae  baan 
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HBaTOB¥  or  ooiJiasaBB. 


DMBim,  1817. 


Ob  moUoD  by  Hr.  Nobui, 

Jtetotvtd,  That  so  mueh  of  tb«  MenBg*  o{  the 
Preaideal  of  ih«  Umted  Staiea  u  relaisB  to  the 
niilitift,  be  referred  to  the  Colnmillee  oa  the 
Uililim. 

Ob  motioB  by  Mr.  Tait, 

HMolved,  Tbai  «o  moch  «f  ih«  Mesnge  of  ibe 
Presidtni  of  ihe  Uailed  St»U8  u  relatta  to  naval 
n&iro,  be  rrfwKd  to  ih«  Navftl  Consilttee. 

Tba  3esBW  r«MMwl  thr  eoBudmiicM  of  ike 
motioQ  of  tbe  12tfa  iDslaat,  foi  uutinoiiBg  the 
ConniiieB  od  the  Jodidujr,  whieti,  haviDg  been 
BOWDded,  wu  agraed  to  m  foUowa : 

Jbttivtd,  Tkat  the  Commiim  on  th«  Judioi- 
ary  be  isMnMled  to  inqslre  iato  tbe  euedienay 
of  paoafBg  »  l»w  on  IM  wkjcct  of  banuapUiM 
or  immArantf.  Alto,  thai  IM  Bfofcaaid  coBmlt- 
lae  iaqoire  into  the  eipedieaey  of  fanher  pto- 


meob  haTiee  been  Mtecd  to,  the  PnHntBirr  tv 
ported  the  bill  to  the  House  amended  McordiBv' 
aed  ibe  smeDdmentt  faaTiog  been  concarrM 


ccMity  of  Cartkar  daKnins  pney,  and  etbar  of- 
fencet  committed  on  the  high  aMs^uid  into  nay 
dabota  cxiuiog  is  the  laws  of  the  Uolied  Sutea 


for  the  iHiaiahaieat  of  oriau  and 

Tbe  Beoate  reaoiBMi  the  coaaidetuion  of  the 
motion  of  the  Utlb  inataal,  foi  inatracting  Ihe 
Conunittee  t>»  tke  Judicial  to  inquire  into  the 
expedieaejr  of  diriding  the  State  of  rennaylraaia 
into  two  judicial  diatiisit,  and  e*tabli(hiag  a  dis- 
trict and  cirotiil  oeut  of  the  Uniiad  Suiea  at 
Fiiubuw,  in  the  conniy  of  Allegheny;  and 
igread  iltcifeU). 

The  Seaate  retomed  the  eooBideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  13ib  inatani,  that  lo  much  of  rhe 
Piesideni's  Meatage  ai  relates  to  ronda  and  in- 
land navigation,  and  leminarie*  of  learatog,  be 
refer  ted  ton  (elect  eommitlee,  and  agreed  thereto! 
and  Uquib.  Laoooc,  Kino,  Buwobb,  Oria,  and 
Monnow,  were  appointed  the  eomtnjtiee. 

Mr.  BARBODn  aBbmitted  the  folloviag  mMioa 
for  eanaidcration: 

Rttvittd,  T&at  the  PiewlaBt  of  the  United  Btataa 
bereqoeatedta  ewmnnimf  to  tba  8«Mie,  mch  in- 
fannation  m  be  ma;  poaaaaa,  and  wUdt  Oe  pnbUe 
inteiert  will  ^annit  bin  to  dieel^,  idative  to  onr 
pending  nagotiatkm  with  Spain* 

The  Senate  miisMd  iba  emiaidauion  of  iIm 
motion  of  the  13(h  iaataBt,  that  ea  mach  of  the 
MfiHge  of  the  f^-aeident  of  the  United  Btatea,  aa 
relates  to  the  public  landa,  be  referred  to  the 
CommilteeooPiiUiaLaBda;  and  agteed  thereto. 

Tha  S«nat«  reaamed  the eonaidcmtioM  of  tbe 
motion  of  the  12tb  inelant,  thftt  an  monb  of  the 
Haaaagenf  thePreaidooCof  Ihe  United  Btaiea,aa 
relates  to  tbe  atirnviag  ofieere  maA  aoWara  of 
ontRevoltttiaiuiry  Army,banfertsd  tatheCo«' 
miiteteon  Penaioos;  and  agraed  thereto. 

Tbe  UU  entitled  "AnaetnpplemetUary  tethe 
aot  eaiaUiahiog  the  Mint,  ana  the  aei  CDneerB- 
ing  the  Mint,"  waa  read  iheMcoad  ttma,  aad  re- 
ferred lo  the  Coumiiiee  on  FiDance. 

Mr.  Campbbi4^  from  tbe  Conmittee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"Aa  act  to  aboUab'the  iaiernal  dntin8,'>ieponedit 
with  aawadoiaills  which  were  read,  aed  eoMider- 
15th  Cos.  iBt  Sbib— 8 


the  House  amended  aeeordiagty  j 

._ ..    _. jienta  faaTing  been  concarrM  in 

by  the  Senate,  the  ameodmenis  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  wid  the  bill  read  a  third  tine  a« 
amended. 

Mr.  DAOflGTT,  fhim  the  committee  to  wbom 
waa  referred  the  resolation  Huihoriiing  tbe  dia-' 
tribtilion  of  certain  public  docaments,  reported 
it  with  ■meDdmeota;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonajderation  of  the 
motion  of  the  12th  inatani,  for  iualrueting  the 
Committee  an  Public  Land)  to  inquire  into  tha 
expediency  of  providing,  by  inw,  for  perpetuating 
certain  land  mark* ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Seaate  reaumed  ibe  coasiderailon  of  the 
lOlwB  of  the  IStk  iaatant,  that  tbe  meiBMialaaf 
■•  eotMaiaaioaed  oflBooa  of  tbe  UctiMrHnaMr 
Maadron,  and  of  tbe  mariaa  oCeeraj  tkea  in  dM 
Blediierranean,  repreaeatieg  certain  grlevaa— ^ 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AAin; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

TnaaniT,  December  16.    , 
Ibbah  Talbot,  from  tbe  Suie  of  Ceniudiy, 
arrived  the  IStb  instant,  and  attended  tluaday. 

Mr.  Wilson  praaencea  Iba  mtmoriaU  of  a  nnm- 
ber  of  peraona  residing  in  the  State  of  Peaatylnt- 
nia,  nraying  that  the  uternal  dutiea  may  be  abol- 
ished, for  reasons  atated  in  the  memoriali  i  whieh 
were  read. 

Mr.  UsAu  pretentcd  the  mamonatof  tbe  Uis- 
sisaippi  Convention  on  the  aabject  of  certaia  land 
claima,  and  praying *ome  legislalive  provialon  is 
relation  thereto;  and  the  memorial  waa  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  the  Public 

Mr.  LsAEX  aliio  presented  another  memorial< 
from  tbe  same  convention,  praying  an  esienaian 
of  the  limits  of  that  Slate,  for  reawos  stated  in 
the  memorial  i  which  was' read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  coAiroitiee  to  consider  and  report  thew- 
on,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Laant, 
TaoDP,  and  Williams,  of  Tenneasee,  vere  a|^ 
pointed  [be  commiliec. 

TicBBROn  preaenied  thepeiiiion  of  Kftk- 
raiu  aboler,  De  La  Fayeite  Wilcox,  and  Air 
pbonso  Wetmote,  first  lieuieaaau  of  the.Nxtb, 
rcgUneut  United  States  Iniantry^  Mauag,  thai 
diuiog  ihelate  war,  whilfrEngagcd  inaction  witb. 
the  enemy,  they  received  several  severe  wound*) 
which  bare  occaaianed  to  each  the  lost  of  an 
aria,  and  praying  penaiona  in  ooosideratioo  thei*< 
of;  nnd  the  peiitian  waa  read,  and  referrtd  lo 
tbe  Cammiilee  on  Peaaioni. 


Metoieed,  That  the  Conuaiuee  on  FnUio  Ludt  he 
inalroeled  to  inqnira  tnio  the  eiptidieBcj  of  pBeUU^ 


to  which  the  Indian  HUe  haa  not  baan  eitingni^ad, 
far  a  pariad  of montha,  after  the  ratiftatian  af 
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i  tht  public  luidi  of 
UniiodSutM. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  RoBEBTa,  the  Commii 
OB  Finance,  to  wham  was  referred  Ibc  peiititm 
of  JoMph  AborD,  were  discbarged  from  (he  fur- 
ther coDsJdention  thereof,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Cominiiiee  on  Commerce  and  ManU' 
fketurea. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHS,  of  TeDoessee,  presented  the 
repreteDlalioo  of  the  General  AsBembly  of  the 
Slate  of  TeDaeiiee,  respecting  the  graolu  of  tands 
in  that  Slate,  by  the  Stale  of  Norib  Carolina  ; 
which  was  read,  and  leferred  to  ibe  Committee 
on  the  Public  I^ndi. 

Mr.  MoBBow  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  coDsiileration : 

Btt^ved,  That  ■  committee  be  tppoinUd  to  inqoiie 
whethM  mj,  and  if  ildj,  what  LegialaliTe  pronuon 
b  nnrnmrj  to  be  made,  for  uceiUiaint  and  eiUb- 
tiahing  Ihs  noitheia  boandarj  iioe  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  i  and  that  th«j  h«T«  laaTe  to  report  b;  bill  or 

The  Senate  remmed  the  contideratioD  of  the 
motion  of  the  ISib  inslaat,  that  the  Gommiitee 
on  the  Judiciary  be  inscructed  to  inquire  what 
prorisioDB  are  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  Slates  wiibio  Ibe  Sidle  ofMissit- 
■ippi ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consi  derail  on  of  the 
motion  of  the  ISih  instant,  for  information  touch- 
iag  the  czecation  of  io  mach  of  the  firai  article 
of  the  laie  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity,  between 
Hi>  Biiiaonic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  as  relates  to  (be  resiiiuiion  of  slaves, 
which  baa  not  heretofore  been  communicated; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  15lk  instant,  for  requesiiog  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States  to  communicate 
information  relative  lo  our  pending  negotiation 
with  Spain  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  en  titled  "An  act 
to  abolish  the  internal  duties,"  having  been  re- 

Eorled  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
ill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  nissed. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  direct- 
ing a  distribution  of  certain  laws  among  tbe 
members  of  the  Fifteenth  Congress;  and  no 
amcBdmeot  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbib- 
iDKffT  reported  it  to  the  House ;  and  it' was  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  autborizing  the  dialrihu- 
lion  of  certain  public  documents,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto,  which  baviog 
been  amended  were  agreed  lo,  and  the  Pbesiobnt 
reported  the  resolution  to  the  House  accordingly  ; 
aiM  the  amendments  having  been  concurred  in, 
tbe  reeoluiioQ  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

COLLECTION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  Seoale  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

motion  of  Mr.  Sahfobd,  of  the  8ih  iostant,  di- 

ifldiDC  (he  Commiite«  oa  FiDaace,  to  make  in- 


quiry letalire  to  the  aolleclioD  of  ad  ralorem 
duties  on  imporiatiooa. 

r.  SAHFoaa  tom  and  addretwd  the  Chair  as 
follows: 

ir.  President:  According  lo  tbe  laws  now  in 
e,  the  duties  on  merchaodite  imported  ai«  i>f 
classes;  those  which  are  usually  denominated 
specific ;  and  those  which  are  imposed  on  the 
value.  Tbe  specific  duly  is  charged  npon  the 
article,  according  to  some  denomination,  or  quan- 
tity; and  it  delermined  by  the  number,  weight, 
or  measare  of  the  article ;  as  cigars,  by  tbe  thov- 
sand,  teas  and  sugars,  by  tbe  pooad ;  wines  and 
spiriti,  by  the  gallon,  or  salt,  by  tbe  bnabel.  The 
duty  on  the  valae  ia  a  certain  proportion  of  tbe 
value;  as  tea  or  twenty  per  eentnm.  The  ad 
valorem  duties  are  caleafated,  not  upon  any  valne 
which  the  merchandise  may  bear,  but  apon  ila 
actual  coat  in  the  foreign  country  from  which  it 
came,  with  an  addition  of  twenty  per  centum  to 
the  cost,  if  imported  from  place*  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  ten  per  centum  if  imported 
from  any  otner  place. 

The  ioreign  cost  of  merchandise  is,  therefore, 
the  basis  of  the  ad  valorem  duties;  and  that  cost 
masi  be  ascertained,  in  order  (o  aacerlain  tb«  du- 
ties. Tbi*  principle  having  been  adopted,  tbe 
provisions  of  the  existing  system  for  the  collec- 
tion of  these  duties  were  devised,  in  order  to  carry 
it  intoefiect. 

Where  the  duty  is  specific,  tbe  qaantity  of 
goods  is  ascertained  by  a  public  officer,  by  actual 
enumeration;  weighing,  ^uging,  or  measuring, 
before  the  goods  ate  delivered  to  the  owner  or 
consignee.  Where  tbe  duty  is  on  the  value,  tbe 
foreign  cost  is  determined,  for  the  purpose  of 
charging  the  dnty  upon  it  in  ordinary  cases,  by 
the  owner  of  tbe  goods,  or  by  bis  consignee,  or 
agent  representing  bim.  This  is  done  iiy  an 
entry  of  the  goods  at  the  custom-hoate,  by  the 
owner,  consipiee,  or  agent,  who  ai  the  same  time 
produces  the  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  attending 
tbe  importation.  Tbe  entry  and  the  invoiee 
stale  the  prices  or  cost  of  the  goods,  and  the  per- 
son making  the  entry  swears  that  they  are  true. 
When  Ibis  has  been  done,  (be  goods  are,  in  ordi- 
nary eases,  without  any  farther  inves ligation, 
concerning  their  value  or  coat,  delivered  to  ibe 
owner  or  his  agent;  and  the  foreign  cost,  Ihna 
obtained,  is  the  basis  upon  which  the  dntinare 
computed. 

From  the  slightest  view  it  i«  apparent  thai  ihia 
method  of  determining  the  cost  of  goods  subject 
to  duty  on  the  value,  is  exceedingly  liable  to 
evasion,  by  untrue  sutements  of  the  foreign  cost 
npou  which  the  duty  is  charged.  The  cost  is  de- 
termined, In  moat  cases,  merely  by  the  person 
who  is  lo  pay  the  dnty.  The  party  required  to 
pay  iho  duty;  tbe  party  wboae  profit  or  loss  most 
always  depend  wholly,  or  in  pan,  upon  the  amount 
of  duty  charged  and  paid  on  the  goods ;  the  party 
interested  to  reduce  the  duty  as  much  as  passible, 
is  allowed  to  make  his  own  statement  of  the  cost: 
and  this  coat,  so  stated,  is,  in  most  cases,  the  aum 
upon  which  the  datiea  are  calculated  and  paid. 
Of  all  temptations  to  nndervalne  marchandiiet  it 
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doet  not  ceem  poMible  to  deriM  oae  more  direct 
and  dingeroaa  than  lo  gire  to  the  paitf  who  it 
to  state  tbe  ralue  all  the  benefil  of  «d  undervalu- 

The  preseDl  ayilem  for  the  coUectioa  of  thete 
da(i««,  nowenr,  contains  prorisions  which  seem 
to  ba*e  been  considered  safficieot,  when  the  tjt 
tcm  waa  adopted,  to  secure  the  rerenae  against 
the  eSecti  of  daofer  to  obTioa*  and  great  as  thai 
of  alLowiiig  the  partf  interested,  the  owner  of  the 
goods,  or  nis  agent,  to  determfcc  the  sum  upon 
which  the  ad  TaloTem  duties  shall  be  paid.  The 
•eenritie*,  and  the  retnedies  pTorided  ij  the  pres- 
ent system,  are  theae: 

1.  An  entry  of  the  goods  must  be  made  by  Ihe 
importer,  consignee,  or  agent.  The  ioroice  is  to 
be  produced  at  the  time  of  making  the  entry. 
The  invoice  and  the  entry  atate  the  cost  of  the 
goods ;  and  the  person  who  makes  the  entry,  takes 
■D  oath  that  they  are  true,  and  contaiD  a  jan 
aeeouDt  of  the  cost. 

2.  If  the  merehaadise  shall  not  be  ioToiced  ac- 
cording to  its  actual  cost  at  the  place  of  ciporta- 
lion,  with  deatgn'  to  evade  any  part  of  the  duties, 
the  goods,  or  the  ralue  of  them,  shall  be  forfeired. 

3.  If  the  collector  sball  saspect  that  the  goods 
are  invoiced  al  a  snm  less  than  that  for  which 
tbej  bare  been  aaually  sold  in  the  foreign  coun- 
try from  which  they  came,  be  may  retain  them 
until  an  appraiaemeot  shall  hare  lekea  place; 
when  they  have  been  appraised,  the  duties  shall 
be  paid  upon  ihe  appraised  value. 

Such  are  the  provisions  of  the  present  system 
applicable  to  this  subject.  It  is  believed,  ibat  in 
fact,  and  in  practice,  these  provisions  are  now 
entirely  inadeqaate  to  the  object  of  securing  fair 
and  just  valaatioos,  as  the  basis  of  the  ad  valorem 
dntie*. 

It  seems  to  have  been  supposed  by  the  authors 
of  the  present  system  of  collection,  that  the  in- 
voice which  would  appear  at  the  castom-house 
would  be  an  instrument  prepared  br  the  foreign 
seller  of  the  gcwds,  and  transmitted  by  him  to  tbe 
pnrcbaMr  or  importer,  who  woald  produce  it 
upon  making  his  entry.  Such  an  invoice,  which 
if  a  bill  of  parcel!  and  prices  realty  famished  by 
the  foreign  seller,  is,  undoubtedly,  often  produced 
at  the  cnstom-hoase.  But,  in  the  present  course 
of  trade,  a  very  great  part  of  the  merchandise 
sabjeet  to  ad  valorem  dniies,  which  is  now  Im- 
ported^ comes  attended  by  invoices  prepared  In  a 
very  diflmni  manner. 

In  many  cases  the  goods  are  pprchased  by  a 
partner  or  agent,  who  is  sent  to  Burope,  or  em- 
ployed there  for  that  purpose.  The  partner  or 
agent  pdrehases  from  the  foreigo  manufactnrers 
or  merehatits,  as  opportunities  are  hrorable ;  and 
often  in  different  parcels,  at  different  times ;  and 
perhaps  from  several  persons  at  different  prices. 
The  gooii  intended  for  one  consignmEnI  are  col- 
lected into  one  parcel,  and  it  is  said  that  a  new 
invoice  of  that  eonsigomeot  is  prepared  by  the 
partner  or  agent,  and  sent  with  the  goods  to  this 
conntry. 

Another  large  part  of  these  soods  is  now  sent 
lo  this  country  by  foreign  mcrcnants,  for  sale  on 


their  own  account.  In  this  case,  the  goods  are 
purcbesed  from  manufacturers,  or  otbermcrchants, 
and  invoices  may  pass  between  the  foreign  seller 
and  the  foreign  buyer.  Bat  it  is  understood  that 
the  invoices  which  accompany  the  goods  to  this 
eoaniry,  ire  prepared  by  the  merchant  who  ex- 
ports the  goods,  and  are  of  course  adapted  to  bit 
own  views  and  objects. 

Another  very  considerable  pan  of  these  goods 
is  now  sent  to  the  United  Stales  by  the  foreign 
manafacturers,  for  sale  on  their  account.  la  this 
case  the  onl]^  purchase  made  by  the  manufacturer 
was  of  Ihe  raw  material ;  and  the  goods  hare  not 
yet  been  sold  or  bought,  in  their  manufactured 
slate.  The  manufacturer,  therefore,  thinks  him- 
self quite  at  liberty  to  place  any  value  he  pleaset 
upon  his  own  labor  and  industry,  whieh  have  been 
applied  to  the  raw  material.  He  accordingly  pre- 
inres  an  invoice,  expressing  the  vaJae  or  cost  at 
the  lowest  turn  which  he  ihiuks  likely  to  pass 
the  cnstom-house  at  the  port  of  importation. 

In  all  these  cases,  the  invoices  eihibiled  at  the 
casiom-honse  do  not  proceed  from  any  foreLin 
seller  of  the  goods.  Tbey  are  not  prepared  tor 
any  of  those  objects  which  are  usual  or  necessary 
between  merchant  and  merchant,  between  vendor 
and  purchaaer,  or  between  creditor  and  debtor  j 
but  they  are,  in  truth,  prepared  and  sent  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  being  used  at  the  custom-boos^ 
to  eatablish  the  sum  upon  which  the  duties  shall 
be  paid;  and  they  are  of  course  adapted  to  liut 
object. 

If  in  any  of  these  cases  (he  consignor  of  the 
goods  thinks  it  expedient  to  famish  his  agent 
or  partner  here,  with  directions  coDcerniDe  the 
terms  upon  which  the  goods  are  to  be  soUl,  he 
does  BO.  These  direccioos  are  sometimes  given 
in  the  form  of  an  invoice,  stating  the  true  eost 
value  of  the  goods  upon  which  the  partner  or 
agent  here  may  be  instructed  to  require  a  certain 
advance  when  he  sells.  This  other  invoice  is  in- 
tended, if  I  may  use  a  cant  phrase,  to  sell  by,  and 
not  to  enter  by.  As  the  flrst  invoice  is  intended 
for  the  custom-house,  the  second  is  intended  for 
the  private  use  of  the  partner  or  affent  here,  to 
show  bim  how-much  the  goods  really  cost,  and 
to  be  shown  by  bim  to  those  who  may  desire  to 
purchase,  and  may  wish  to  know  the  true  foreign 
cost  of  the  goods.  But  as  the  consignee,  who  is 
fnrnisbed  With  two  different  invoices,  and  pro- 
-"ices  only  one  of  them  to  the  custom-house,  is 
exposed  to  the  charge  of  periury ,  other  courses, 
free  from  that  danger,  are  Frequently  pursued. 
Instead  of  a  second  invoice,  the  consignee  is 
sometimes  furnished  with  an  account  of  the  goods, 
which  does  not  slate  their  foreign  eost  at  all, 
but  states  the  prices  at  whieh  the  owner  i*  will- 
ing to  sell  them  in  this  country.  This  account 
is  entirely  silent  in  respect  to  the  foreign  cost  of 
the  {[oods,  and  expresses  nothing  contradictory  lo 
the  invoice  of  the  foreign  cost,  exhibited  at  the 
custom-house.  Another  course  frequently  taken, 
is  lo  send  the  invoice,  which  expresses  ihe  irne 
cost,  to  a  third  person,  who  is  also  an  agent  of 
the  consignor,  with  instcuctioa  and  anthority  to 
demand  and  receive  the  goods  from  the  cos- 
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■igaee,  who  make*  the  eti>rj,  •fter  the  goodi  shall 
hare  passed  throagh  the  foims  of  the  costom- 
house.  The  second  agent  thus  obtains  posses- 
■ion  of  the  goods,  while  the  true  invoice  of  their 
eost  never  was  in  possession  of  the  consignee, 
who  made  the  entry. 

The  proofs  of  the  foreign  cost,  giren  hj  the 
importer,  ere  his  entry,  his  inroiae,  and  his  oath. 
The  inroice  is  a  falf  accodot  of  the  particular 
goods  composing  the  coDsigDment,  with  their 
fareiga  prices.  The  entry,  the  form  of  which  is 
prescribed  by  law,  contains  a  brief  iiacemeDt  of 
the  foreign  cost,  corresponding^  with  the  invoice. 
It  is  always  made  in  conrormity  to  the  invoice, 
and  always  states  the  amount  of  the  cost,  as  it  is 
staled  in  the  inroica.  The  oath  is  also  in  a  pre- 
scribed form.  It  is,  in  substance,  that  the  invoice 
and  entry  are  trae.  When  this  oath  is  taken  at 
the  cDstom-heoBe,  no  qnestion  is  asked ;  no  in- 

Siiry  or  exam inai ion,  bevond  the  oath,  lakes 
,  ace,  and  no  farther  disclosure  whatever  is  re- 
quired from  the  person  makiug  the  entry,  con- 
eeroing  the  value  or  cost  of  the  foadt,  or  con- 
cerning Boy  matter  stated  in  the  invoice,  entr^, 
or  oath.  After  the  goods  have  been  entered  m 
this  manner,  the  invoice  is  returned  to  the  person 
who  produced  It,  and  the  entry  and  the  oath  re- 
main in  the  castom-house. 

Thus,  the  foreign  cost  of  the  Mods  is  deier- 
minedby  the  oath  of  the  person  makiitf  the  en tr^, 
for  everything  rests  upon  bis  oath.  The  cost  i^ 
indeed,  staled  in  the  entry ;  but  there  is  no  proof 
that  lite  rniry  is  true,  cxceptinj^  the  oatb.  The 
cost  is  also  specified  in  the  invoice;  but  the  only 
proof  that  the  invoice  is  true,  is  Ihe  oalb.  The 
inroice.  Indeed,  specifies  the  pariieular  artidea, 
and  their  prices,  in  detail:  but  these  specifications 
might  be  comprised  in  the  entry  or  in  the  oath. 
The  entry,  the  invoice,  and  the  oath,  taken  to- 
gether, amount  to  no  more,  in  effect,  than  a  de- 
claration, upon  oath,  thai  the  goods  cost  a  certai 
sum  of  money.  If  the  cost  were  ilaled  in  tt 
oalb  itself,  the  oath  would  possess  all  the  ii 
weight  which  csn  aow  be  alirihnlcd  tothe__ 
try,  the  inroice,  and  the  oath  united ;  since,  if  the 
invoice  and  entry  are  ime,  the  oath  specifying 
thecost  would  be  true,  without  ihcm;  and,  if  they 
are  false,  the  oath  is  raise. 

The  oath  taken  upon  makiog  the  entry,  sIm 
contain*  a  promise  that,  if  the  person  making  the 
entry  shall  afterwards  receive  any  invoice  differ 
enl  from  that  exhibited,  he  will  report  it  to  ihi 
collector.  This  promissory  p*rt  of  the  oath  i: 
useless  in  practice.  Noother  invoice  is  reported, 
and  if  a  seeood  invoice  should  be  produced,  ihe 
present  system  is  desiitaie  of  proper  provisions  " 
Tctify  it,  or  to  obuin  the  duties  upon  the  cc 
staled  in  it.  The  goods  pass  the  custom-house, 
and  go  into  the  possession  of  the  owner,  c 
•gent,  immediately  after  they  are  entered, 
the  dnties  upon  the  first  invoice  are  paid  i 
cured. 

Still  it  seems  to  have  been  supposed,  that . 

additional  sscnriiy  lo  the  rereoae  is  afforded  by 
an  invoiee,indcpendentlyof  an  oaih,or  any  other 
evidence,  to  show  that  the  invoice  is  genuine. 


It  is  only  upon  this  supposition,  that  we  eaj>  ac- 
count for  the  importance  ascribed  to  invoices,  ia 
the  present  system  of  collection.  The  owner  of 
the  goods  must  know  the  price  which  he  gave 

tem  i  and  he  might  be  required  to  slate  that 
price  either  without  or  with  an  invoice.  WIten 
an  invoice  arrives  in  this  country,  there  is  evi- 
dently no  other  tie  upon  the  person  who  holds  it, 
to  produce  it  at  the  castom-hoose,  excepting  the 
sanction  of  the  oath  which  be  is  required  lo  lake. 
Thai  sanction,  if  sufficient  to  bring  forth  the  true 

ice,  would  be  equally  sufficient  to  bring  forth 
.. .  e  account  of  the  cost,  without  the  invoice. 
If  the  importer  were  required  to  produce  his  ledger, 
in  order  to  show  the  prices  paid  or  the  cost  with 
which  he  had  charged  himself,  the  security  to 
the  revenue  would  not  consist  in  the  name  of 
ihe  document  required  or  furnished,  bat  would 
depend  cniirely  upon  the  oath  which  would  be 
iloyed  as  a  test  lo  discriminate betweena  true 

a  false  ledger.  It,  therefore,  seems  evident 
that,  excepting  the  provisions  of  forfeiture  and 
appraisement,  which  will  be  considered  in  the 
sequel,  the  efficacy  of  the  present  method  of  de- 
termining the  foreign  cost,  depends  altogether 
upon  the  efficacy  of  the  oath  taken  upon  makiog 
the  entry. 

When  the  perjury  is  committed,  by  swearing 
that  a  fictitious  invoice  is  true,  the  danger  of  legal 
puoishmenl  is  much  less  than  in  most  ctues  of 

ferjary.  The  merchandise  was  purchased  in  a 
oreign  country,  the  price  was  paid  in  a  foreiga 
country,  and  the  invoice  was  probably  prepared 
that  cooolry.  The  fact  in  question,  is,  what 
price  was  realty  paid  for  the  merchandise  in  ihe 
foreign  country.  From  the  course  of  the  trans- 
action,  and  the  nature  of  the  fact  in  question,  the 
testimony  requisite  co  maintain  a  criminal  piose- 
eution  for  perjury  can  very  seldom  be  obtained 
in  this  country.  It  is  improbable  that  a  parcel  of 
merchandise  should  be  purchased  in  a  foreiea 
country,  for  half  of  iis  value;  but  it  still  nay  oe 
a  tact  that  it  was  so  purchased.  To  support  a 
prosecuiion  for  perjury,  it  most  be  proved  that 
the  merchandise  was  not  purchased  at  the  price 
staled  in  the  invoice.  If  the  merchandise  was, 
in  truth,  purchased  at  any  other  price,  the  proot 
of  that  uet  could,  in  general,  be  found  only  in 
the  foreign  country  where  the  piuehase  wa.s 
made.  In  general  therefore,  the  only  proof  of  & 
false  statement  of  ibe  cost  in  the  invoice  whicii 
can  be  offered  in  this  country,  is  the  improlm.- 
bility  of  the  cost  stated,  resuliing  from  the  ap-  ' 
parent  dispropoftion  between  the  foreign  value  ' 
and  the  foreign  cost  stated.  The  ptesomptive 
evidence  can  hardly  he  sufficient  to  induce  «. 
conviction  for  perjury,  and  the  crime  mustgen- 
erally  pass  unpuouhed,  not  because  it  has  not 
been  committed,  but  becaiue>  from  ihe  nature  oC 
the  case,  the  proofs  requisite  to  inflict  puoisb.  - 
mcnt  can  seldom  be  obiaioed. 

But  it  is  by  no  means  true,  that  perjury  is  al- 
ways eommiiced  where  an  entry  is  made  upon  a. 
false  invoice.    By  the  regulations  of  the  present 
svsiem,  the  entry  of  the  goods  may  be  made  by  ' 
tue  owner,  consignee,  or  agent.     Where    the 
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owner  oflhe  goods  hlmtelf  makes  the  mtrv,  pro- 
doces  ■  false  inroiee,  sod  takes  (he  oain  pre- 
scribed, be  plainly  commiis  perjary.  In  (his  caw, 
as  the  owner  of  the  |>oods  mint  know  their  cost, 
and  as  the  only  ohjec(  of  en  UDderrattiatioD  in 
(he  invoice  is  to  obtain  an  adTintase  to  the  own- 
er, the  ftlse  fnToice  mosE  necessarily  bare  been 
prepared  or  procared  by  him,  and  its  falsehood 
most  be  kDotrn  to  him. 

But  where  the  estrr  is  made  by  a  coosigiiee 
or  igeD^  who  is  not  nimself  (he  owner  of  the 
goods,  (be  ease  &  very  difi)!rea(  in  this  respect. 
The  cons^oec  or  agent,  in  this  ease^  knows  no- 
thing, or  ma^  know  nolbing,  of  the  invoice,  ex- 
cept that  it  la  seat  to  him  as  gennine  and  irae. 
He  therefore  makes  the  entry  anon  the  invoice 
which  he  has  received,  sod  takes  the  oath,  stating, 
in  sobsUnce,  that  the  invoice  prodoced  is  ibe  true 
and  only  invoice  vbicb  be  bsa  received^  and  that 
■he  has  no  knowledge  of  any  other  invoice  or  aa- 
coan(  of  the  goods,  different  from  that  prodnced. 
The  coDsignee  or  agent  who  makes  this  use  of 
an  inroiee,  and  takes  this  oath  coccerniDg  it,  is 
considered  as  incurring  neiiber  legal  gnitt  nor 
pnUie  censtire,  inasmuch  as  he  is  supposed  not 
to  know  the  real  cost  of  tbe  goods,  and,  if  the  cost 
la  fabdy  atated,  tbe  benefit  of  an  a nder valuation 
is  ttoi  for  bimself,  but  for  others. 

The  present  system  leaves  the  owner  ofgoods. 
which  are  aboat  to  be  imported  into  the  United 
Blatee,  at  perfect  freedom  to  eoas'ign  the  eoods, 
or  eanse  tbem  to  be  consigned,  to  himself  or  to 
any  other  person.  Qoods  are  frequrnily  sent  to 
a  consignee  or  ag«nt  here,  who  is  not  the  owner, 
in  (he  ordiDiry  course  of  commerce,  and  without 
any  view  to  tbe  dmies  on  tbe  importation.  Where 
the  goods  are  sent  (o  this  country  by  a  foreign 
mannfaetorer,  or  a  foreign  merefaant,  for  s^e,  on 
his  own  aecotml,  the  consignment  is,  of  course, 
made  to  some  perton,  who  ta  a  mere  agent  of  the 
foreign  owner.  But  the  consignment  may  be  to 
an  agent  in  every  case ;  any  hnportation  may  be 
m»de  in  that  mBimer ;  and  this  may  be  done  as 
well  when  the  owner  is  in  (his  conntry  as  when 
he  is  a  resident  of  a  foreign  eottntry.  It  is  there- 
fbte  is  the  power  of  any  owner  of^soods  which 
are  to  be  imported  into  nie  United  Staras,  to  con- 
sign tbem,  or  direct  that  they  shall  be  consigned, 
to  a  person,  or  agent,  who  has  bo  Vnowledge  of 
the  foreign  cost  of  goods,  who  knows  nothing  of 
any  invoice,  excejit  that  which  is  sent  to  hm, 
and  who  may,  wnhout  perjury,  en(«r  the  goods, 
and  take  the  oath  reqnited  at  the  cnstom-boose. 

Thai  the  owner  of  goods  aboot  to  be  imported 
■Bay,  In  his  own  jrfeasure,  cause  the  consignment 
to  be  made  in  saeh  a  manner,  that  tbe  entry  of 
the  goods  shall  be  made  tipon  a  false  Invoice,  by 
anotbct  person,  as  consi^ee.  The  consignee 
knom  nothing  of  the  foreign  cost  of  the  goods, 
and  therefore  la  soppoaed  net  to  contttit  perjorV. 
Tet  his  oath  is  received,  and  flowed  to  verify 
the  invoice,  stating  the  foreign  cost,  ttpon  irtiioh 
the  dmies  are  charged.  The  Invoice,  and  tbe 
foreign  cost  expressed  in  it,  are  established  by  an 
oath;  bnt  the  penalties  of  perjury  areeompletely 
eluded.    But  it  was  foreseen  that  the  oath  ttl  an 


agent,  who  is  a  stranger,  is  (he  mterial  (kci ;  the 
foreign  cost,  concerning  whieh  he  swears,  wontd 
afford  no  security  to  the  revenue.  The  laV, 
therefore,  provides,  that  when  the  entry  shall  be 
made  by  an  agent,  factor,  or  peraoo  other  than  the 
owner,  or  other  than  the  peraim  to  whom  the 
goods  are  ultimately  consigned,  a  bond  shall  be 
taken  that  the  real  owner  shall  bimself  fiiraish 
anenlry  oraceoanlofthetRMdanpraoath.  Bat 
this  provision  presents  no  atSenUyin  practice  to 
those  who  choose  to  pay  ditties  merely  npan  the 
entry  and  oath  of  an  agent.  Where  snch  is  tbe 
object,  care  is  taken  not  to  expres  any  seoondary 
or  ulterior  eonstgnmeat  of  the  goods  to  a  third 
persen,  in  tbe  papers  exhibited  at  the  emtom* 
house.  Tbe  only  papers  required  to  be  produced 
npon  making  the  entry  are  the  bill  of  lading  and 
the  invoiee.  -  These  express  a  eotiaignment  in 
general  terms,  not  disiingnlriiing  whether  the 
consignee  is  tbe  owner  of  tbe  goods,  or  the  agent, 
hetor,  or  raprecenutive  of  tbe  owner.  At  (he 
rastom-boQse  no  qtrastioB  is  put  to  the  Mretm 
making  the  entry,  no  information  is  repaired  fhttn 
him  beyond  the  welt  known  fonns  established  by 
law,  and  no  other  disolorare  is  required  reepeei- 
lag  the  owner  of  the  goods,  or  their  brtfier  des- 
tination. The  consignee  named  in  the  invoice 
and  bill  of  lading  thus  staads  os  the  person  Rt 
whom  tbe  goods  aie  nhimataty  cenrigned.  It 
does  not  appear  from  these  doenments  whetfaer 
he  is  owner  ftr  agent ;  no  investigation  is  author- 
ized or  allowed,  to  ascertain  whether  he  is  the 
owner  of  the  goods  or  not;  his  oath  establishes 
the  invoice  which  he  offers,  and  npon  the  co«t 
stated  ia  that  iavoice  the  dvdcs  ate  taken.  An- 
other device,  which  is  snppMed  to  secure  the 
parties  concerned  troai  the  charge  of  perjnry,  is 
now  frequently  prseiised.  Two  agents  are  em- 
ployed  here  by  the  eoosigner  Wno  sends  the 
gowds  to  this  eounirv.  The  goods  nre  consigned 
to  tbefitM  agent,  With  all  tbe  asnal  commercial 
diMnments,  and  omoBg-Hiem  is  an  invoice  stating 
the  foreign  bom  of  tbe  goods  ftr  Mow  the  trath. 
The  eonsignee  enters  the  goods  upon  this  iuTolm, 
which  is  the  only  invoiee  received  by  him.  He 
is,  however,  inatrtKted  lo  hoM  the  gtM>di,  enbjeet 
to  tbe  erder  tX  the  seetnid  agent,  and  to  deliver 
themiahiciwkBibeyshairbedemanAid.  The 
second  agent  is  fbmtshed  with  aitether  invoiee, 
expnssing  the  true  foreign  eoel  of  the  goods; 
•nd  be  is  antboriced  and  taatraefed  to  reoeive  the 

Kods  f^Ott  Ihe  tni  Wat,  after  the  dnties  shall 
ve  been  a^Dsted.  The  dutie*  are  ancordin^y 
Kid  or  Beent«d  at  tbe  eoslom-bonse  tipon  tM 
Ise  Invoice  prodnced  by  the  fitst  agent ;  and  (he 
goads  nre  imtnediately  delivered  over  lo  the  see- 
ond  agent,  who  holds  dm  trae  Invoiee.  Br  this 
legerdemain  the  dnties  are  paid  en  a  fta*  in- 
voice ;  tbe  owner  of  tbe  goods  hks,  throngh  his 
seoond  agent,  the  nse  of  n  tras  Invoiee  for  every 
purpose,  excepting  (hat  of  paying  dnties  ttpon  it; 
and  nobody  is  suppoaed  to  commit  perjury  in  tUs 
coarse  of  proeeeding. 

The  provision,  that  tbe  goods  or  their  nine 
Shall  be  forfsted,  if  they  are  invoiced  at  less 
than  their  actual  eoat,  woald  Mem  in  theory  to 
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be  ■  BtTOBg  (Muricp  agtiut  ibis  ipeeies  of  fraud  ; 
and  if  [be  lo»  of  the  propenjr,  or  the  value  of 
it,  weie  realljand  certaiolf  to  follow  the  offence, 
the  [WDalt;  would  be  rery  adeqvate  to  the  objeci. 
But  in  practice  thii  proTisioD  it  found  to  be  al- 
moat  wholly  iaoperattre.  Preqaeot  as  Ibe  fact 
of  false  iDToicet  undoubtedly  is,  it  u  seldom  ibat 
a  prosecDtion  for  such  a  forfeimre  ii  iaitituted ; 
and  where  such  prosecDiioDs  ha?e  been  iogtitai- 
ed,  Bcarcelf  an  iniiaoce  it  kDOWo  where  ooe  bas 
been  suecetaful.  The  allegation  upon  which  nieh 
a  ptoiecntion  proceede  ii,  that  tne  goods  were 
invoiced  at  less  than  theitactnal  cost  at  the  place 
of  exportatioii.  This  faet  i«,  from  its  nature,  ex- 
eeediogly  difficult  to  be  estaolitbed  in  this  conn- 
Irf,  bv  proofs  on  tbe  pan  of  the  ptosecntioQ.  It 
may  n  ime  that  the  importer  purchased  the 
goods  in  Europe  for  one-third  of  their  value ; 
for,  though  tuch  a  ease  may  be  rare,  ii  may  occur. 
No  witness  can  be  found  in  this  oouoiry  who  is 
able  to  say  nMaiively  thai  tbe  goods  were  not  in 
fact  purchased  for  ooa-lhird  of  ibeir  value.  Id 
general,  therefore,  these  proseeutions  rest  wholly 
upon  the  appaieol  imdeqnacy  of  price,  or  the 
supposed  disparity  between  the  foreign  value  and 
the  foreign  cost  stated  in  tbe  invoice.  This  evi- 
dence, resulting  from  this  disparity,  is  also  fre- 
qoenliy  nncertain  on  bccoodI  of  tbe  UBcertainty 
of  the  foreign  value.  It  is  at  best  only  presump- 
tive ;  and,  unless  tbe  disparity  is  excessive,  is  eon- 
sidered  scarcely  sufficient  to  establish  a  charge 
of  fraud.  But  these  prosecutions  are  generally 
decided  upoit  proofs  produced  by  the  claimant  or 
defendant  resisting  tbe  forfeiture.  The  qoesiion 
being  what  (he  goods  cost  in  a  foreign  country, 
the  proofs  of  that  fact  must  conae  from  that 
countty.  The  course  of  proceeding  in  the  pro- 
secution for  the  forfeiture  of  the  goods,  or  tbeir 
value,  i^  that  the  cUimaut  or  defendant  obtains 
m  commission  from  tbe  conn  to  lake  the  testimo- 
ny of  witnesses  in  the  foreign  j^os  from  which 
the  goods  came.  The  eommisiion  is  sent  to  ex- 
amine bis  witnesses,  who  are  to  prove  the  actual 
cost;  and  their  testimony  is  taken  in  writing,  and 
UansmiiEed  lo  the  court  here.  Oenerally,  the 
witnesses  do  not  fiiil  to  give  testimony,  the  goods 
were  truly  invoiced  aeeording  to  their  actual 
cost.  There  is  very  seldom  any  positive  evi- 
dence in  contradiction  to  this  testimony,  and  the 
court,  proceeding  upon  legal  proofs,  decides 
against  the  proaecutioa.  Thus  the  question  is 
decided  upon  tesiimoov  appearing  fiur,  indeed, 
upon  paper,  but  given  oy  witnesses  in  a  foreign 
country,  who  may  be  unworthy  of  credit,  and 
who  at  least  tesiifv  in  a  manner  which  does  not 
subject  them  to  the  punishment  of  perjury.  Is 
it  surprising  that  an  importer,  who  has  bimself 
committed  perjury  in  making  bis  own  entry, 
sbonld  find  wituesses  in  ibe  foreign  country  who 
will  support  his  oath  with  theirs,  and  prove 
wbatever  may  be  requisite  to  insure  success  to 
the  fraud  1  And  it  is  very  natural  tbsi  the  offi- 
cers of  the  customs,  finding  it  almoil  fruitless  to 
make  scizores  or  iastiiaie  prosecutions  for  Ibis 
cause,  should  seldom  attempt  tbem.  Not  is  there 
Any  fault  in  the  coutts  ol  law  in  (kit  respect. 


The  difficulties  which  obstruct  the  operation  of 
this  provision  of  forfeiture  result  from  tbe  system 
itselr.  Tbe  price  ^en  for  the  goods  in  a  foreigo 
country  being  taken  as  a  basis  lor  the  ad  valorem 
duties,  it  is  unadvoidable  that  tbe  proofs  of  that 
price  should,  in  contested  cases,  be  drawn  from 
thai  country;  and  if  there  is  danger  of  perjury 
in  making  proof  of  the  feet  in  the  first  instanes 
here,  the  danger  of  that  crime  is  far  greater  when 
the  proofs  are  to  he  obtained  from  the  foreign 
country. 

The  provision  that,  when  the  oollecior  shall 
suspect  that  the  merebandise  is  not  invoiced  at 
the  price  usual  at  the  place  of  exportation,  he 
may  require  an  appraisemeoi,  would  also  seem  to 

?'Omise  a  security  against  the  fraud  in  question, 
his  provision,  though  useful  in  practice,  to  some 
extent,  is  also  believed  to  fall  very  far  sbon  of  an 
adequate  remedy.  It  is  insufficient  lo  prevent  or 
correct  the  fraud  of  false  invoices  and  entries,  for 
many  reasons. 

I.  It  is  a  power  to  be  exercised  when  the  cqI- 
lector  shall  suspect  fraud.  He  may  exercise  it  or 
not,  at  pleasure. 

S.  The  collector  in  general  derives  no  personat 
benefit  from  increasing  the  duties  of  an  appraise- 
ment. His  commissions  upon  ibe  dutie^  in  any 
particular  case,  are,  of  course,  iocreased  by  in- 
creasing the  duties  in  thai  case.  But,  as  the 
amount  of  the  collector's  emotumeuts  is  limited, 
and  ai,  in  several  districts,  the  ordinary  emota- 
ments  exceed  tbe  amouol  limited,  the  additional 
commissions,  in  such  particular  eases,  in  those 
districts,  msv  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  ex- 
cess, and  beloDging,  in  effect,  to  the  public,  and 
not  to  the  colleelor.  And  in  all  the  districts,  as 
tbe  effect  of  severity,  oa  the  part  of  the  collector 
is,  to  turn  the  importations  into  some  other  dis- 
trict where  more  gentle  treatment  is  received,  he 
will  probably  lose  more  by  diminishing  the  total 
amouDi  of  importations  into  bis  district  than  he 
will  gain  by  increasing  the  duties  upon  some 
particular  importations.  So  far,  then,  as  the  per- 
sonal inlerest  of  the  collectors  is  concerned  in  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  it  appears  that  some  of 
ibem  can  gain  nothing,  and  that,  in  general,  ibey 
are  more  likely  to  lose  than  to  gain  by  requiring 

3.  The  collector  cannot  require  an  appraise- 
ment until  an  entry  has  been  made.  To  require 
an  appraisement  after  an  entry,  is  to  allege,  in 
ibe  most  direct  manner,  that  the  entry  was  frau- 
dulent, and  to  advance  a  charge  of  pcijury,  ia 
some  cases,  and  of  fraud  in  all.  It  must  be  at 
least  disagreeable  to  the  collector  lo  select  par- 
ticular persons,  and  particular  cases,  as  ihe  oh- 
jecis  of  such  a  charge. 

4.  When  an  ippraisemect  takes  place,  it  is 
made  by  two  persons,  one  of  whom  is  chosen  by 
the  collector,  and  tbe  other  by  the  owner  of  the 
goods.  The  law,  indeed,  directs  that  these  two 
persons  shall  be  reputable  merchauis;  bnt  there 
can  be  no  investigalion  to  ascertain  whether  they 
are,  or  either  of  tbem  is,  reputable,  or  indifferent, 
or  ineompcieot.  Tbe  appraiser  appointed  by  tbe 
importer  may  be  bis  secret  partner,  his  agent,  or 
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his  friend ;  or  h«  tmj  b«,  •■  bis  conilitDent  who 
mad*  the  entry  often  ta,  t  foreign  aeent,  em- 
ployed in  the  imporittion  of  goods,  aiia  in  entet- 
jDg  them  at  the  etntom-hoase,  on  account  of 
foreigners.  The  collector  cannot  object  lo  him 
for  anf  resBon  whalerer.  la  general,  the  ap- 
praiser appoinled  by  the  collector  may  be  impar- 
tial. The  appnJKt  appointed  br  the  owoer  of 
the  good*  ii  alwavt  al  least  his  firm  friend,  aod 
rery  ofiso  his  real  agent. 

5.  To  make  a  jast  Talaation,  it  would  fre- 
qoentlf  be  neeetnry  that  the  appniters  should 
give  some  time  and  considerablv  attention  and 
tronbleto  the  object  of  their  •ppotDlmeni.  No 
compensation  is  allowed  by  law  to  tbe  appraisers 
for  l&eir  services.  Ofcourse,  tfaey  receive  noth- 
ing from  tbe  public ;  and  if  ihey,  or  either  of 
ibem,  receive  any  compensation,  it  is  from  tbe 
otber  party,  ihe  importer,  who  is  al  liberty  to  act 
in  this  respect  as  his  own  interest  may  diciaie. 

e.  No  person  is  obliged  to  act  as  an  appraiser. 
Hence  the  appraiser  appoinled  by  the  eollector 
frequently  declines  to  act,  the  merehanie  who 
are  most  respectable  and  most  eompelent  being 
often  anwilllng  to  eoga^  in  these  odi        '   ~~ 


I  either  find  a  person  who  is  willing  to  act 
with  him,  or  be  most  abandon  the  proposed  ap- 
^aisement,  and  submit  to  take  the  duties  upon 
the  invoice  and  the  entry  already  made. 

7.  There  is  no  provision  for  the  ease  of  a  dis- 
agreement between  tbe  two  appraisers.  Either 
of  the  appraisers  may  therefore  prevent  an  ap- 
praisement by  insisting  on  a  ralontion  to  which 
tbe  other  will  not  accMe.  If  no  appraisement  is 
made,  the  duties  arc  taketa  upon  tbe  invoice] 
eoDscquently  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  appraiser 
appointed  by  tbe  importer  to  prevent  any  valua- 
tion whieh  stia  11  exceed  the  invoice;  and,  if  sush 
disagreemeiits  between  appraisers  hare  not  often 
happened,  the  reason  is,  that  in  most  eases,  their 
appraisements  have  not  exceeded  the  invoices  in 
question. 

8,  The  appraisers  are  required  to  determine, 
not  what  the  goods  are  worth  here,  but  what  they 
cost  in  the  foreign  country  from  which  they 
came.  This  is  orten  a  question  of  real  difficulty. 
The  state  ef  the  foreign  matket,  at  a  particular 
time,  may,  in  some  cases,  be  known  with  much 
ezaclnesE.  In  many  others,  it  \n  entirely  un- 
known, or  known  very  imperfectly.  In  all  cases 
the  appraisers  have  an  unlimited  latitude  la  adopt 
any  proofs,  information,  or  opinions  concerning 
the  foieigQ  ralne  or  price  which  may  be  accept- 
able to  them. 

9,  Prom  the  considerations  stated,  it  is  perhaps 
not  suTptising  that  the  goods  are  frequently  ap- 
praised at  the  very  lowest  sum  for  whieh  they 
coDld  possibly,  in  any  eireumsiances,  have  been 
porchased  in  the  foreign  country.  This,  indeed, 
is  the  best  resolt  for  the  public  which  can  be  ex- 
pected from  this  proceeding.  More  generally, 
the  ai^raisers,  by  iheir  valuation,  confirm  the 
invoice.  In  some  eases  they  make  ineonsidera- 
Me  additions  to  it,  and  in  some  ethers  they  ap^ 


praise  the  {coods  at  a  less  sum  than  the  cost  stated 
m  the  invoice. 

10.  Thus  the  importer,  who  'wishes  to  evade 
a  part  of  the  dutie^  attains  his  object  in  one  way 
or  the  other.  If  his  invoice  passes  wilhoai  aa 
appraisement,  be  pays  duties  on  the  cost  which 
he  has  stated.  If  an  appraisement  takes  jriaee, 
the  duties  are  paid  on  the  appraised  value,  whieh 
is  never  high,  always  very  moderate,  generaUy 
very  low,  rarely  eieeedin{>  the  invoice,  and  aome- 
times  less  ihan  the  invoice.  In  either  ease  he 
pays  duties  on  a  value  less  than  that  whieh  be 
gave  for  the  goods. 

11.  As  the  invoice  is  asnally  confirmed  by  the 
appraisement,  unless  tbe  ondervaloalion  is  rery 
exorbitant,  the  importer  is  aUe  to  judge  what 
redaction,  from  the  Irne  vatne,  he  may  safely 
venlure  lo  make  in  the  invoice;  and  the  collector 
may  not  think  it  expedient  to  require  an  appraise- 
ment, where  there  ia  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
tbe  public  wilt  gain  anything  by  thai  measure, 

12.  From  these,  or  oiber  cauees,  the  cases  In 
which  appraisements  are  required  by  tbe  collect- 
ors, are  comparatively  but  few.  In  addition  lo 
the  legal  power  of  the  collectors,  they  have  been 
instructed  by  the  Treasury  to  exercise  that  power 
freely,  and  to  require  an  appraisement  wherever 
there  might  be  reason  lo  suspect  too  low  a  valn- 
aiion  in  the  invoice.  Still  the  power  is,  in  fact, 
not  often  exercised,  so  fiir  as  is  ^nowo :  and  br 
far  tbe  greatest  part  of  the  ad  valorem  dntie*  is 
computed  and  received  upon  the  cost  staled  in 
the  invoice  presented  by  tbe  owner  of  the  goods, 
or  his  agent. 

Upon  the  whole  of  this  part  of  (he  anbject,  it 
is  conceived,  that  the  power  of  the  collector  to 
require  an  appraisement,  though  it  may  operate, 
in  some  degree,  to  prevent  peat  and  flagrant 
undervalnations,  is  a  very  partial  and  ioeffecinaL 
restraint  upon  the  smaller  under  valuations  of 
five,  ten, fifteen,  twenir,  twenty-five,  thirty,  forty, 
and  fifty,  per  centum  less  than  the  just  value,  or 
cost,  of  the  goods.  And  there  is  no  doubt  tnat 
the  frauds  of^ihis  kind,  from  which  the  revenue 
suffers  most,  are  false  ralnattons  of  the  latter 
elase;  in  which  the  cost  expressed  in  the  invoice 
is  less  than  the  real  cost  by  ten,  fifteen,  Iwentjr, 
twenty-five,  thirty,  or  forty  per  centum.  It  is  in 
these  cases  that  an  actual  appraisement  seldom 
takes  place.  Wben,  in  these  cases,  an  appraise- 
ment does  lake  place,  little  or  nothing  is  gained 
by  it ;  aad  sometimes  the  ralae  is  reduced  by  the 
appraisement  below  the  cost  suted  in  the  invoice. 


happens  that  no  invoice  is  prodaeed.  This  occurs 
in  two  cases:  first,  where  the  invoice  is  really 
lost,  or  is  not  received  by  the  owner,  consignee, 
or  agent ;  and,  secondly,  where,  though  the  in- 
Toice  has  been  received,  the  person  holding  it 
chooses  to  suppress  it,  and  to  pretend  that  itlias 
been  lost  or  not  received,  lo  either  case,  tbe 
course  of  proceeding  is  the  ume.  The  goods  are 
to  remain  in  the  public  store  until  the  invoice 
shall  be  produced,  or  an  appraisement  shall  take 
place  J  and  the  owner  or  agent  has  tbe  option  to 
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-select  either  ■Itcrnatire.  He,  of  conise,  cLdoms 
■n  appTauement,  which  accordingly  takes  place. 
irbe  appiaiietoent  i»  made  ia  the  saaae  maoner 
«■  in  the  oaie  where  an  ioroice  h  prodneed  and 
an  appratiemeot  is  required  by  the  collector 
Two  persoDB  are  appttinled,  one  by  the  collectot, 
•od  the  other  by  (he  owaei  or  agent;  ihate  two 
•pprftJEers  detarmiDe  the  foreign  value  or  cost  ai 
ihcf  ihiBk  proper ;  and  the  duties  sre  then  ukea 
opoa  their  appraisemeDt.  ]d  [hie  case,  there  ii 
BO  charge  of  fraad  ia  foToishing  a  false  inroiee. 
With  this  exception,  it  is  eftdent  that  all  the  diffi- 
cnltiei,  objectiqns.  and  abusea,  which  occur  in  up- 
praiiemeBtE  required  by  the  coUecIor,  must  also 
oeeor,  as  ihey  do  in  faot  ia  tbia  cue,  where  an 
■ppraiaemeoi  is  required  by  the  importer. 

Oar  law  requires  tbat  the  iaroioe  shall  be  pro- 
duced where  there  ia  one;  but  we  have  ao  Jaw 
lequiring  that  the  importation  shall  be  atieaded 
fay  an  iavoice.  The  only  eooseqaenee  of  the 
want  of  an  iuvoiee  is  bq  appraiseiaeiiii  aad  the 
lidraiitBges  of  an  appraiseneDt  to  the  importer, 
under  the  present  svEiem,  hare  beeu  stated,  and 
ue  well  known.  If  the  person  making  the  entry 
Bweiits  that  he  bae  not  receired  an  invoice,  when 
bebas  in  truth  received  one,  which  he  suppresBBs, 
Ite  clearly  commits  perjury.  But  it  ia  net  at  all 
aeoeaaary  to  expose  anj'  of  the  parties  to  the  perils 
of  thia  crime.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  owner  or 
ahipper  abroad  to  send  no  invoice  at  all ;  to  with- 
bali  the  invoice  until  an  appraieement  shall  have 
taken  place,  or  to  send  it  to  aooiher  friend,  who 
may  withhold  it  from  the  causigDeej  until  an  ap- 

Sraisetnent  shall  have  taken  place;  or  he  may 
ireot  the  eonsienee  to  hold  the  goods  untU  fur- 
ther orders ;  or  he  may  give  an  authority  to  his 
other  friend  and  agent  to.denwiid  and  receive 
the  goods  after  the  duties  shall  have  heca  ad- 
justed; or  be  may  direct  the  consignee  to  sell 
the  soodsBtaoetien.  In  any  of  these  oaaea  the 
goods  may  come  to  tbe  consignee  unaeoompa- 
nied  with  any  invoice;  for  want  of  an  inroiee 
they  are  appraised,  and  the  advantages  of  that 
proowdjag  to  the  owiKr  an  obtained,  while  no 
fbaige  of  inrpiiade  is  supposed  (o  fall  upon  aay 
of  the  parties  concerned,  who,  though  ihey  have 
deviated  a  Utile  from  the  ordinary  course  of 
oemmerce,  have  still  tranaacted  their  busiaeae 
pntirelf  within  ibe  limits  of  the  revenue  laws. 

Thus  the  foreigi^  costs  of  the  good*  is  data* 
nioad,  in  all  oases,  either  by  the  person  making 
the  entry  or  by  an  appnisemeat ;  aiul  Mioh  is  ike 
operation,  in  practice,  of  these  two  modes  of  de- 
Vcnining  the  cum  upon  which  the  ad  valorem 
duties  are  paid. 

-The  general  result  of  these  fasts  and  views  is 
•s  follows : 

1.  An  invoice  of  the  foreign  eosi  is  no  secutilp 
to  the  reveniw. 

3.  Tbe  foreign  ooat  is  determined  by  tbe  oeth 
of  the  person  who  makes  the  eairy,  in  all  cases, 
excepting  those  in  which  there  is  an  appraise- 
neoL 

3.  Where  there  is  an  appraisement,  tbat  pro- 
eoeding  is  subject  to  abuses,  greatly  iejurione  to 
'*■ i  which  hare  been  s|attd. 


4.  Tbe  oath  repaired  upon  making  the  entry, 
in  order  to  determiae  the  foreign  cost,  is  no  se- 
eurity  whatever  to  the  reveoub  where  the  per- 
son making  the  entry  is  not  tne  owner  of  the 
goods.  Tbe  persons  who  make  entries  of  goods 
belonging  to  otbeis  are  soppoaed  not  to  commit 
perjury ;  maay  of  them  are  really  ignonni  of 


id  thevare 
e  worda  trf* 


Hamlet, 


to  say  of  this  proceeding,  in 
that  It  is  as  easy  as  lying. 

S.  The  penallies  of  perjury  and  the  forfeitun 
of  the  goods  ate  almost  moperative  ia  practiee^ 
OB  aceooat  of  legal  diScnltice,  and  the  neeessity 
of  resomng  to  a  foreign  eoDBtry  to  prove  tM 
trOe  foreign  cast. 

ft.  TJie  cheeks  and  remedies  for  false  state- 
ments of  the  foreign  ooet,  provided  by  the  prescDl 
system,  wbes  they  operate  in  practice  at  all, 
serve,  in  general,  to  prevoit  or  correct  only  the 
extreme  and  tooet  palpable  eases  of  undernlua- 
lion,  leaving  alt  otbMi  to  be  tbe  prey  of  uiii»- 
Btrained  fraud. 

Besides  ihe  fraud  of  &lse  invoiees,  tbe  present 
system  is  ezpoaed  to  tbe  dan^r  of  true  iavoioe^ 
founded  upoa  Setitions  sales  in  a  foreign  eouniry. 
Ner  ia  tbts  danger  merdy  imaginary,  for  instances 
are  known  in  which  aham  sales  have  been  made 
in  another  eonatry,  foe  the  scle  parpeae  of  fixiag 
the  coal  of  goods  about  Eo  be  imported  into  thit 
country.  This  has  been  dose,  particularly  ia 
Lower  Canada ;  and  goods  have  even  been  sold, 
oiteBMbly,  at  poblic  auction,  with  all  tbe  cere- 
mony, and  cireumelaaees,  and  witseeees,  usually 
attending  a  public  sale,  for  the  mere  otyeci  of 
esiaUishingasumuponwbiebourduiieeahooldbe 
paid ;  in  euch  a  manner,  that,  if  the  priee  ataied 
should  be  costeeied  here,  tbe  importer  migbl  have 
it  in  hie  power  to  furnish  proofs  of  a  sale  and 
purchase  at  the  price  stated.  T  bis  proceed  inr  is, 
indeed,  nothing  more  than  anoifaer  mode  of  dis- 
guising the  rnl  foreign  cost  of  the  goods,  aad 
eould  nei^reveil  here  if  the  whole  truih  should 
appear.  But  it  is  because  the  whole  truih  of  tha 
real  coat,  and  ibe  fictitious  sale  can  very  ^Idooi 
appear  here,  that  this  disgoise  is  not  detected, 
and  tbe  arlifiee  ha«  its  intended  effect  upon  our 
duiiee. 

0(^  minor  evasieas  and  Atlseboods  ia  inroioes 
ecear  in  practice  under  ihe  preeent  system  of 
aaaewiug  the  ad  valorem  duties  on  the  foreign 
cost,  aa  staled  in  iheiBToice;  the^eeitalof  which 
would  be  too  pioliK  for  tbe  fnaenl  oceaaioii. 
The  moot  important  of  these  it  the  pmetiee  of  ' 
disguising  a  part  of  the  real  foreign  prioo  of  the 
goods,  under  ibe  names  of  commissions,  di)^ 
counts,  and  other  charges,  which  are  deducted 
from  tne  nominal  aaaount  of  tbe  invoice ;  for,  bf 
OQr  law,  the  ilnty  is  calcalated  on  the  set  coat  of 
the  gooda,  exoludiog  suob  charges. 

A  very  great  part,  perhape  about  oae-balf.  of 
all  the  articles  subjected  to  duly  on  the  valu^ 
which  we  import,  are  manofaetures  of  wool  aaii 
cotton.  In  these  articles,  in  which  the  efforts  of 
art  and  indnetry  make  great  and  very  various 
additions  to  tbe  value  ot  the  raw  mateeial,  the 
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£mnd  of  fkke  atatenwu  of  tlie  fomign  cast  is 
&cilitMed  by  lbs  dificrenee  oi  fabricB  and  tke 
variety  «f  vi^ne*.  Tbia  fnad  it  aecordiBgiT 
pnclHcd  io  tkese  MtidM  lo  •  gteat  «steaL 

It  is  more  partienlarly  nace  the  terniDetion 
of  tbe  late  war  «iib  Graat  Britain  that  the  prac- 
tice of  aeiidinc  goods  to  (he  Doited  States  to  l>e 
B(dd  bore,  •■  aeeonnt  of  the  foreign  owner,  has 
beca  osnied  lo  «  very  great  cxlent.  The  «ia- 
aignmeai  ji  made  to  a  peisoa  here,  who,  by  wfaai- 
evei  nanuhsBMybecaUed,  iSjintmU  andefileet, 
a  mere  agent  of  tae  owner  of  the  good*.  A  snit- 
able  peraon  for  tbi«  ageaey  i»  sent  or  Mlecied, 
wbo  makes  the  entry,  pays  ihe  daiics,  and  dis- 
MMce  of  ihe  SMda  for  the  benefit  of  hia  principal. 
Tbb  ii  ibe  aiitoiy  of  mao^  great  importations 
wUeb  bare  been  made  wiibfo  tbe  last  three 
yeara,  and  which  hare  indeed  nnid  duties  lo  the 
Treasory,  but  have  paid  moea  less  than  they 
•boold  have  done.  Immense  quantities  of  goodf, 
•abject  U)  ad  vahirem  duttea,  are  mat  to  tbta 
aonatry  by  roreignerSgtobeeDtetadat  ihecnstom- 
boaae  and  pay  datiea,  for  aeeoont  of  foreigaen, 
and  iaally  to  be  aold  here,  in  tbe  flnt  inntaace, 
BD  aecoant  of  forevncn.  The  oodtib  of  pro- 
secdiog  is  well  aoderaiood.  The  eontignec  or 
agent  is  aol  sapposed  to  commit  his  conaeience 
M  his  ebaraeler  in  producing  tbe  inroice  and 
making  the  entry.  The  peindpai  bas  only  t« 
take  care  vioL  to  giasp  too  mocb.  If  he  will  Ma- 
tent  himself  with  any  deduclioa  from  the  Irae 
value  of  tlie  ^oods  which  is  not  palpably  eiees- 
■iTC,  bis  iaToie&  in  aU  pnriiablliiy,  panes  with- 
out oinaetion.  If  an  a^raiaameni  is  reqaired, 
tbe  valae  stated  in  the  iavoice  is  littln,  or  not  at 
all,  iaereased.  la  mtbcr  ease  the  foreign  owner, 
MDC  is  beyond  the  rcaeh  of  oor  laws,  and  who 
has  no  othet  object  bat  to  obtaio  the  tnost  money 
£h  Ua  goods,  atuitt*  bis  objeat,  aad  maka  a  very 
touioriant  sariag  in  (he  duties.  Where  the  ad 
Taforen  dntiea  ate  eoasidemble,  as  oars  now  an, 
raryiag  from  sereo  and  a  half  to  tbvty  per  een- 
tsm  upon  tbe  foreign  eoai;  where,  upon  the 
greataet  part  of  tbe  aRieles,thedutiesate  twenty 
and  twanty-Are  par  ceatnm ;  and  where  a  eoD- 
■iderable  part  of  iheae  daiies  may  ha  sarad  by  a 
conaw  ei  preened  iag  well  imdmiaad,  aad  Im 
from  legal  perila }  a  aoone  af  proaacding  wUek 
u  w»  Sti.-j  pimotMcd,  bat,  nadar  iba  praaeat  ay»- 
t«^  H  wwlr  praatieaUa,  it  ia  bm  wmidetfbl  that 
itte  coarse  snonld  be  panned  wbieb  will  scoure 
tbe  adranlage. 

Tbeea  graal  imfottatious  by  fareignon,  oa 
ikeir  awn  aeooant,  aace  prodaewi  important  caa- 
saqnaaoes.  Tbay  bare  ae—inraten  mote  folly 
mn  had  been  Mna  before,  that  it  la  both  piaa- 
tieatrte  and  aaay,  noder  w  peeaeat  Bystain  of 
eoUeetioB,  to  evade  a  caatidaraUe  pan  of  the 
duties.  They  bare  been  ibc  priaetpal  eaaae,  it 
ia  apprehended,  of  the  very  |^at  sales  ai  aae- 
tion,  espaeiaUy  of  British  maanfaataiaa,  wkieb 
bive  taken  |Aaea  within  the  ^riod  maniioned. 


Tbeforeigi 


er,  being  desirous  t( 
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I  of  bis  merBbaadiae  as  eoea  as  aoaeiUe, 

£ram  a  eonnuy  in  whiab  be  has  no  estaUUHneot, 
directs  it  to  be  sold  at  aastisn  as  soon  as  it  !•■ 


passed  throogh  the  forms  -of  the  castom-heaae. 
At  auction  it  may  sometimes  sell  for  less  than  at 
private  sale;  bat  ibe  difierenee  is  far  more  than 
compensated  by  the  saring  made  in  the  dutici. 
In  a  ftw  moathi  he  finds  his  foods  replaced  to 
him,  and  he  is  ready  to  repeat  the  operation. 
These  importations  hare  alto,  in  a  great  degree, 
deaiToyed  the  business  of  oar  own  imporltDgmer- 
chants.  Tbe  illicii  adrantages  wbieb  the  for- 
eigner  abroad,  and  \m  agent  nere,  obtain  fn  the 
daties,  enable  ihem  to  nndersell  our  own  mer- 
ehaois,  who  import  in  the  former  course  of  baai- 
aess,  and  make  tree  entries,  upon  true  inroicCa. 
These  advantages,  enjoyed  by  the  foreigner  and 
bis  agent,  being  ascertained,  operate  as  a  new 
cause,  pTOdneing  further  importations;  which 
also  take  the  coarM  of  those  which  preceded 
them.  It  is  in  these  adraaiages  that  we  Sad  the 
priaeipat  cause  of  tbe  rerolntioQ  which  has 
taken  place  in  tbe  course  of  this  trade,  and  of  the 
sveeeesfal  competition  of  foreigners  against  our 
owo  citizens  in  tbe  imporiaiion  of  these  goods. 
Thus,  our  own  merchants  are  driven  from  their 
bjr  the  fraudolent  competition  of  stran- 


(Baaner  of  a  great  part  of  onr  importations,  and 
this  eoarse  of  things  is  facilitated  and  encouraged 
by  onr  pTOsent  system  of  eolleeting  the  ad  eofonnn 
duties. 

I  am  sensible  that  a  peculiar  stale  of  thiogs  in 
areBtfiritain,ia  1815  and  lS18,contTibnied  much 
to  augment  tbe  experlalion  of  British  manofac* 
tofet  to  this  eeontrv.  The  lew  prices  of  those 
taanafaeiures,  and  the  necessity  of  finding  a  refit 
for  them,  induced  the  holders  to  send  them  to 
this  eooBtry,  Where  they  expected  an  advantage- 
oas  market.  The  priocs  being  really  low,  ap- 
pearadsoja  the  inroiees,  whfeh  were  genuine, 
and  beeanse  the  prices  were  really  reduced,  and 
were,  for  aome  time.  In  a  course  of  decline ; 
those  frets  served  as  a  convenient  pretence  for 
staling  theaa  still  tower  tlnn  they  reallr  were,  fo 
Ae  iovoiees,  which  were  fictitious.    And  there 


Aesaoecss(tf  their  sales  and  savings  ia  this  coun- 
try, they  coDiisoed,  from  tbe  ordinary  motives  of 
commeree,  a  aanrse  of  trade,  which,  though  com- 
nraeed  in  soma  degree  from  temporary  causes, 
had  been  fosad.  by  experience,  to  insure  them  a 
vary  dairided  attviniage  in  tbe  competition  with 
tke  Ameriona  importer. 

Where  me  of  our  own  merchants  ia  the  im- 
pertH,  and  where  he  hinnelf  pfodueea  tbeinvoice 
and  makes  the  entry  aa  the  owner  of  the  good% 

"  believed  dinl  perjury  or  fraud  very  seldom 


takse  place.  He  is  dMerred  not  only  by  thedaa- 
geroi^  legal  punishment,  bnt  tlitl  more,  by  the 
■oral  restraints  which  sorrouDd  him.  The  hoi- 
ri<  iMture  of  tbe  etime  of  peijury,  his  religion, 
his  Bonl  seaae,  his  own  character,  and  the  sat- 
ntary  ooatrol  of  public  opinion,  are  all  restralntt 
which  be  fe^  ia  their  proper  force.  The  fair 
and  pure  eharaeter  of  our  own  merchants,  as  a 
bodr,  ocriaialy  forbids  the  idea  that  they  are  ca- 
pable of  ibeae  frauds ;  aad  there  is  no  reason  to 
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nippose  that  they  puritci(«t«  in  them,  ll  is  be- 
cause ibev  do  not  participate  in  them  that  they 
■nfler  by  ibem.  If  our  own  merchants  had  cod- 
tinned  to  be,  bk  they  hereiorote  were,  the  import- 
ers of  these  goods  subject  lo  ot^txuorem  duties, 
the  present  system  of  collection, ,im perfect  u  it 
is,  might  have  been  sufficient,  for  iotegriiy  and 
honor  would  have  supplied  the  place,  and  would 
luve  had  the  force  offegal  regulations. 

It  is  obvious  to  all  that  a  transient  fateigner, 
the  mere  factor  of  a  foreiga  nierebani  or  manu- 
iaciurer,  is  not  bound  to  onr  eonntiy  or  its  laws, 
by  the  force  of  morality,  honor,  personal  charac- 
ter, and  pubiic  opinion,  those  silken  lies  of  society, 
in  the  same  mauuer  and  to  the  same  extent  as  an 
established  merchant  of  our  own  country.  But 
I  mean  no  illiberal  imputaiioa  against  foreigners 
ID  general,  or  those  of  any  particular  country. 
But  1  mean  that  profligate  men  are  found  in 
other  countries  and  sent  to  this,  to  act  as  agents, 
and  catty  foreisn  merchandise  through  the  Jorms 
of  our  cuMom-houses.  while  they  themselves  are 
unknown  lo  our  citizens,  uaesiab.lished  in  our 
country,  without  reputation  at  hazard,  appearing 
to-day  and  disappearing  to-moriow,and  tree  from 
those  moral  restraints  and  responsibilities  which 
operate  so  poweifally  upon  the  metchani  who  is 
known  and  has  a  fixed  residence  in  any  society. 
These  ate  the  men  whose  oalhs  determine  what 
duties  shall  be  paid  to  our  Treasury  ;  these  are 
the  men,  who,  with  their  principals  and  partners, 
are  the  competitors  of  our  own  mucbants;  and 
by  ibese  men  it  is  that  our  meiebaata  and  man- 
niactarers  are  rendered  the  victims  of  a  fraudu- 
lent compeliiion. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  ascertain  aeenrately 
what  proportion  of  the  goods  subject  to  ad  vaio- 
Ttm  duties  is  imported  by  our  own  citizens,  and 
what  proportion  by  foreigners,  or  on  account  of 
foieigners;  what  |MrtJs  enieteil  by  the  real  own- 
ers, and  what  part  by  agents  of  real  owners.  But 
these  facts  cannot  be  ascertained  from  the  Treas- 
ury or  from  the  casiom-honses.  The  national 
eharactet  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  impor- 
tation is  never  investi^ted ;  and  the  real  charac- 
ter of  the  person  making  the  entry,  as  owner  or 
agent,  is  in  most  cases  concealed  or  diagnised 
luider  the  mask  of  a  general  consignment,  as  bas 
been  alteady  slated.  It  is,  however,  supposed  that 
more  than  one-half  of  the  goods  subject  to  ad 
waiorem  duties,  which  are  now  imported  into  the 
United  Stales,  are  entered  by  persons  who,  with 
some  diCTeieBce  of  forms  and  names,  are  in  truth 
the  mere  representatives  of  the  owners  of  ihe 
goods. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascetiain  with  exactness  (he 
extent  lo  which  the  revenue  suffers  by  false  in- 
voices and  appraisements  of  goods  subject  to  ad 
taiorem  duties.  The  records  of  the  Treasury  and 
of  the  custom-bouses  would  show  the  difference 
between  the  invoices  and  the  appraisement! 
quired  by  the  collectors,  where  there  are  invoi 
and  appialsemeuts  hare  been  required ;  but  they 
would  show  nothing  more.  This  difference  would 
indicate  a  very  inconsiderable  part  of  the  loss  of 
the  revenue.    The  difference  between  the  teal 


value,  or  bona  jftJe  foreign  cost,  and  the  sum  upon 
which  the  duties  are  letually  charged  and  re- 
ceived,  is  the  great  and  important  difference  from 
which  the  loss  to  the  revenne  results.    Of  this 


lion  of  one-hslfj  or  any  other  proportion  of  the 
ad  valorem  duties,  still  every  thing  would  be  fair 
upon  paper.  Tbereeordf  oAhe  Treasury  would 
show  the  entries  and  appraiiement*  upon  which 
the  duties  bad  been  paidj  bnt  they  would  show 
noihiog  else  to  eeiahlish  the  real  and  bona  fids 
value  or  cost  upon  which  the  duties  should  have 
bean  paid. 

As  the  reooids  of  the  Treasury  can  furniah  no 
material  elucidation  of  (he  facts  and  views  which 
have  been  stated,  I  have  not  proposed  any  fonDal 
call  upoo  that  department.  I  have,  however,  ob- 
tained from  the  Register  of  tbe  Treasury  a  ataie- 
mant  exhibiting  the  respective  amounts  of  the 
ad  valartsi  duties  and  the  specific  duties  distinct- 
ly from  each  other,  from  the  year  1794  to  the 
year  161&,  inelading  both  those  years,  which  I 
submit  to  the  Senate,  The  object  of  this  state- 
ment is  10  show  what  proportion  of  tbeaggrMate 
amount  of  our  imports  Is  subject  to  duties  of  (h« 
one  class,  and  what  proportion  to  duties  of  the 
other  class ;  or,  in  other  words,  what  part  of  the 
revenue  is  derived  from  ad  valorem  duties,  and 
what  part  from  specific  duties.  From  this  state- 
ment It  appears — 

1,  That  though  the  proportion  between  the 
amount  of  the  ad  valorem  duties  and  the  amount 
of  the  specific  duties  has  varied  considerably  in 
the  difierent  years,  both  in  tbe  gross  sums  of 
each,  and  also  in  thenet  balances  of  each  remaio* 
ing  after  the  deduction  of  drawbacks ;  yet  that  in 
each  of  the  years,  between  1793  and  1816,  tbe 
gross  amount  of  specific  duties  noiformly  exceed* 
ed  the  gross  amount  of  ad  valorem  dniiea,  and 
that  the  excess  was  uniformly  considerable. 

3.  That  a  much  greater  proportion  of  the  mei^ 
chandise  subject  to  specific  duiie*  hat  been  ex- 
ported than  of  that  subject  to  ad  Taloreni  dnties. 

3.  That  in  every  year  between  1793  and  1815, 
excepting  the  years  1796, 1809,  and  1810,  the  net 
amount  of  specific  dnties  remaining  after  the  le- 
dueiion  of  drawbacks  paid  on  exportation  el- 
eeaded  the  net  amonnl  of  ad  valorem  duties  re- 
maining after  the  deduction  of  drawbacks  paid 
on  exportation. 

4.  That  in  1815  the  ptoportioii  between  the 
respective  amounts  of  the  two  classes  of  duties 
which  bed  oenerally  prevailed  before,  was  not 
only  suddenly  bnt  gveatly  reversed  ;  the  groas  ad 
valorem  duties  in  thai  year  being  Q23,383,849, 
and  the  gross  specific  duties  being  |l4,7&4,!i74. 

In  order  to  attain  minute  accuracy  in  a  com- 
parative statement  of  the  product  of  the  ad  valo- 
rem duties,  and  the  product  of  tbe  specific  dnties, 
in  the  several  years  of  the  period  comprised  in 
(hb  statement,  it  would  be  requisite  to  bring  into 
tbe  calculation  the  different  rates  of  duties  which 
have  existed  at  di&arent  limes,  and  also  the  sev- 
eral changes  which  have  been  made  in  (he  ad 
valorem  class,  and  in  the  epecifio  class,  by  trans- 
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ftniaf  Mtticnlar  *tticlei  from  ooe  cUs*  to  the 
other.  If  the  inTcstigatioii  were  punned  tiill 
take  into  riew 
_     _  les  with  other 

conaUies,  In  the  lereral  years  of  tbb  period.  War 
and  peace  ;  neulraliif  and  belligereot  a^gre*- 
siODt)  our  owD  laws  prohibuing  or  reitriciing 
eertaia  branches  of  commerce ;  the  pronew  of 
our  own  maauractureij  aad  other  evenia  hare  all 
had  their  taflueoce  opoa  ibe  ptoporlJoa*  betweea 
the  amoDBt  of  ad  ralorem  duiieE  and  the  amonat 
of  ipeeific  duties^  which  appear  ia  the  sereral 
years,  of  this  period.  Bat  mioute  aecnracy,  in 
these  respects,  is  not  neeeuarjr  to  the  present 
porpote. 

The  aet  amouat  of  the  two  kinds  of  duties  re- 
tpeetivelr,  in  1615,  aad  the  diserimiBation  be- 
tweea the  amount  of  ad  valorem  duties  and  the 
amonat  of  specifio  daiiei,  either  grod  or  net,  in 
the  years  1816  aad  1817,  cannot  at  preieal  be  oh- 
laiued  from  the  Treasury.  Ia  the  abseace  of 
official  materials,  it  may  be  aisnmed,  as  the  best 
coDJeoture  which  ckd  m  ofiered,  and  as  a  proba- 
ble approximatioa  lofac^Ibat  ibe  proportion  be- 
tween the  net  amoaai  of  ad  ralorem  duties  and 
the  net  amount  of  specific  duties,  in  each  of  the 
years  1815,  1816,  end  1817,  is  the  proportioa 
which  ezisii  between  the  gross  amount  of  ad 
roJorem  duties  and  the  grou  amonat  of  specific 
datiei,  in  the  year  1815;  or,  ia  other  words,  that 
the  net  ad  Talorem  djiiies  for  the  years  1816, 1616, 
nad  1817,  are  to  the  net  speeiflc  daties  for  the 
same  three  yean,  as  33,382,849  are  to  14,784,271. 
This  bciog  assumed,  and  lakiug  the  total  net 
•mount  of  duties  on  merchandise,  for  the  years 
1815, 181fl,  and  1817,  to  be  eight^.fout  millions, 
which  is  somewhal  less  thaa  it  is  made  by  the 
statements  and  estimates  of  the  Treasury,  it  vill 
follow,  that  of  the  sum  of  eighty-four  millioai. 
■bont  fifty-two  millioas  have  arisen  from  the  ad 
rslorem  amies,  aad  about  thirty-eight  millioas 
have  arisen  from  the  specific  duties.  This  result, 
which  is  not  meant  to  be  strictly  accurate,  may 
suffice  to  show,  in  a  general  view,  how  great  a 
jMTt  of  our  imports  now  coasists  of  articlss  sub- 
jeot  to  duty  on  the  value,  and  how  large  a  part 
.  of  our  rerenne  Is  now  derived  from  the  ad  Tato- 
lem  duties.  It  is  also  to  be  remembered  that  the 
■mount  of  the  ad  valorem  duties  would  be  far 


Bat,  wi ih oat  iae lading  any  part  of  that  portion 
of  the  ad  valorem  duties  which  is  lost  by  frauds, 
it  mav  justly  be  assumed,  that  the  net  amount  of 
ad  valorem  duties  is  now  higher,  in  proportion 
t«  the  net  amount  of  specifio  duties,  than  ihe 
gron  amount  of  ad  valorem  duties  it  to  the  gross 
amoant  of  specific  duties,  according  to  former 
fZperience,  in  this  respect.  Makieg  some  little 
aJlowance,  on  this  aecouot,  in  favor  of  the  net 
ad  vnlotem  duties,  and  proceeding  upon  the  facts 
and  prineiples  already  stated,  we  are  led  to  the 
eonejusion  that,  of  Ihe  total  net  re  venae  now  re- 
ceived from  merchandise,  about  two-thirds  arise 
from  the  ad  valoiem  duties,  and  about  one-third 
atiaee  ftom  the  specific  duties. 


Thoaigh  it  (s  not  possible  to  ascertain,  with  ex- 
actness, the  extent  of  the  loss  to  the  revenue  in 
the  ad  valorem  duties,  arising  from  appraisements 
aad  false  iavoices,  yet  some  probable  estimate  of 
the  amount  may  be  made.  I  have  endeavored  to 
form  such  an  estimate.  The  amount  of  the  loss 
I  have  heard  estimated  by  very  intelligent  men, 
at  one  sixth,  and  at  one.fifteenth  part  of  the  total 
amount  of  ad  valorem  duties  which  should  have 
been  received  ;  aad  at  all  ratei.  between  a  sixth 
and  a  fifteenth  part.  Taking  all  the  information 
which  I  have  beea  able  lo  obtain,  and  the  eati- 
mates  and  opinioas  of  well  informed  men,  in 
whose  knowledge  and  jndgment  I  have  grew 
confidence,  as  tbe  basis  of  my  own  opinion,  Iran- 
not  estimate  the  lots  to  the  revenue,  arising  from 
these  causes,  at  less  than  ten  per  centum.  By 
this  I  mean  that,  taking  all  the  valuations  upon 
which  all  the  ad  valorem  duties  arecompnted  n> 
well  those  which  ate  fair  and  just,  as  those  whiok 
are  fraudulent,  and  below  the  true  value  in  va- 
riousdegrees,  including  also  ail  tbe  appraisemenu, 
and  speaking  of  the  years  1816, 1816,  and  1817, 
the  aggregate  amount  of  all  the  entries  and  ap- 
praisements, has  beea  less  thaa  it  should  have 
been,  by  at  least  m  tenth  part  of  ihe  trae  cost  of 
value.  Thus,  if  the  total  amount  of  merchandise 
subject  to  ad  valorem  daties  imported  in  a  gives 
period,  is  of  the  true  value  or  cost  of  ten  millions, 
the  numerous  no der valuations  which  take  pUee 
in  particular  instanoca,  redace  the  total  amount 
of  the  whole  to  nine  millions  j  and  thus  a  tenth 
part  of  the  duties  which  should  be  paid  is  lost.  I 
certainly  do  not  profess  to  be  aoearate  in  a  ease 
where  accuracy  is  unattainable.  I  can  only  say, 
that  1  have  sought  information  from  every  sonree 
accessible  to  me ;  I  have  stated  tbe  fkcts  as  they 
appear  to  be  from  all  the  iaformatioo  which  I 
have  bean  able  to  collect :  and  I  am  obliged  lo 
conclude,  that  at  least  a  tenth  part  of  the  ad  vir 
lorem  duties  is  lost  by  these  frauds. 

Estimating,  then,  that  tbe  loss  in  the  ad  valo- 
rem  duties,  arising  from  false  statements  of  Ihe 
foreign  cost  andappraitemenLamounis  to  ten  per 
centum,  and  taking  the  ad  valorem  duties  for  the 
fears  1816, 1816,  and  1617,  at  fifty-two  millions, 
It  fallows  that  the  loss  to  the  reveatu  from  these 


varv,  according  to  the  ptiuciplet  assumed. 

This  loss  of  revenne,  whatever  may  have  bee* 
its  amount,  has  gone  principally  to  enrich  for- 
eigners, at  the  expense  of  our  own  roerehantt,  on 
own  manufacturers,  and  our  own  Traasnry. 

My  object,  upon  this  occasion,  has  been,  W 
bring  into  one  view  the  provisions  of  the  present 
BTstem  of  collecting  the  ad  valorem  duties,  m 
inose  provisions  are  established  by  law,  and  ai 
the  tame  time  to  exhibit  a  view  of  the  manner  ia 
which  the  ad  valorem  duties  are  levied  in  fact  j 
or,  in  other  words,  to  present  to  view  the  theory 
and  the  practice  of  the  tysiem,  by  the  side  of 
each  other.  I  have  thus  endeavored  to  point  out 
the  mischiefs  which  now  occur  In  the  cotleeiion 
of  this  braaeh  of  the  revenue,  to  define  their  na- 
turi^  aad  to  state  their  extent. 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


u 


mSTORT  OF  OONORESS. 


66 


Sek&tb. 


Collection  of  Dutia. 


DECEmEB,  1S17. 


Snch  heiag  the  praelieal  operation  oftliepret- 
«iil  system  of  coUectiDg  the  ad  Talorem  duties, 
what  it  tbe  canw  of  the  e*{l  7  !■  the  eril  to  be 
iscrilMd  to  the  officers  charged  with  the  ezeentioD 
of  the  antem  ?  I  appiehend  that  it  is  not  to  be 
aaeribed  to  them.  I  do  doC  suppose  it  to  be  the 
fhnlt  of  the  officers  of  the  customs,  that  the  s;steiii 
openieB  io  this  manoer.  The  present  srstem  is, 
I  MlieTe,  executed  astbllfand  fairlf  as  can  ever 
be  expected,  from  the  nature  of  its  prorisious.  In 
my  opinioBJ  tbe  flialt  i«  not  in  the  admin  is  ttalion 
of  the  sjsletn,  bat  it  is  jn  the  Brsleia  itMlf.  The 
basts  of  this  sf  stem  is  the  price  or  cost  of  the 
meichandise  in  the  foreigii  coudttj.  That  prin- 
ciple baring  been  aunmei^  it  wu  perhaps  ine*i- 
tably  neeesstTf  to  require  inroices  and  oaths 
fVom  persons  interested,  the  owner,  importer,  or 
«j;eot,  in  order  to  establish  the  fbreign  price  or 
COM.  These  proofs  are,  io  their  t»tate  liable  to 
gmt  abuse  and  perrersion.  It  is  because  these 
proofs  are  essential  to  tbe  present  sy stem,  and  be- 
cause they  are  ezceedinifly  liable  to  abase,  and 
are  abused  in  fact,  that  the  system  itself  is  sup- 
posed to  be  UDsDUnd  in  this  respect,  ot  at  least 
that  it  is  no  longer  adapted  to  the  present  course  of 
tTade,aad  the  present  t&ies  of  da  ties.  Tbechedce 
kBd  penatties  tipon  false  statements  of  the  foreigti 
eoiL,  provided  in  tbe  present  system,  are  found  to 
be  feeble  and  inadequate  in  their  operation ;  be- 
cause, im  anemptiDff  to  enforce  those  checks  and 
peaaltie*,  the  same  difficallles  atid  theiame  abuses 
■gain  oecnr;  (tor  here,  as  in  the  firet  instance,  the 
qneslion  stHt  is,  Wbat  was  tbe  foreign  cost  of  the 
metchandisel  a  qnestioa  to  be  determined  by 
proofs  drawn  from  a  foreign  eonntry,  or  by  modes 
of  proaeediogs  which  the  profligate  do  not  fail 
to  pervert  to  their  oirn  illicit  parposes. 

So  ht  as  is  known,  the  principle  of  makiog  the 
foreign  cost  the  basis  of  ad  valorem  daties,  has 


sever  been  adapted  by  anv  other  Oovernment,  or 
in  any  other  couT 
tcm  of  collection. 


>j  any  < 


peeulia 


It  Is  tr«e  that  the  present  mode  of  deiermitiitig 
tfa«  raloe  of  goods  subject  to  duty  ad  valorem, 
has  prevailed  from  the  commencement  of  the 
presetttOovemmenttotbisilme.  When  the prea- 
«iii  synem  of  eoUeetion  was  first  established  the 
aft  valorem  daties  wttv  low.  and  the  temptation 
to  fraud  was  comparatively  small.  Many  nic- 
cettive  altetaitooi  *ere  made  in  the  rates  of  dntv, 
(y  which, in  most  cates,  the  dotinwereadvaticed; 
but  still,  oDt  duties,  before  the  tate  war  with  Great 
BiiiaiB,  were  moderate,  compared  either  with 
Ihose  Wtiteh  have  sinee  been  impoted,  ot  with  the 
Aitiea  of  oiher  comtiries.  ti  is  probane,  that  for 
Mny  years  after  the  cotntneacement  of  the  daties 
Mhd  the  aystem  of  collection,  in  1T89,  tbe  fraud 
•f  fabe  invoices  wis  not  often  praeli^ied ;  bnt  it 
1>  iMlieved  that  this  species  of  fraud  had,  before 
ibe  late  war,  gfeduallV  gained  mnch  gtottnd,  as 
the  duties  wne  gradnally  increased,  and  the 
methods  of  aecompliihins;  the  object  with  im- 
^Dtty,  became  belter  an£rslood. 

.By  tbe  aei  of  the  fint  of  July,  181S,  the  daties 
then  eiistin^  were  doubled,  and  doaUe  duties 
. . — g  ^^^  ^^^  j^^j,  ^f^f  (iig  termina- 


tion of  the  war.  These  duties  were  continued, 
by  a  subieqvent  aet,  until  the  SQib  of  June,  1816, 
when  they  ceased,  and  the  i»eseBt  duties  took 
their  place. 

Duriog  all  then  periods,  and  notwithstanding 
tbe  angmentatioDs  in  the  mtei,  the  system  for 
tbe  eoireelioo  of  the  dflties  has  remained,  in  sob* 
stance,  the  came. 

Consulting  ezperienee,  the  sure  test  of  the  past, 
and  (he  safe  monttor  for  the  Aitare,  we  learn,  that, 
in  propottjon  as  the  duties  are  increased,  the  col- 
lection  is  endangered ;  and  in  proportion  at  the 
duties  are  increased  the  Oovernment  must  dimin- 
ish its  reliance  upon  the  oaths  of  parties  rntereated, 
as  securities  against  fraud.  It  is  therefore  per- 
haps, not  surprising,  that  tliepresent  system  shonld 
have  been  fonnd  tolerably  sooeessfnl.  in  the  col- 
lection  of  the  low  and  earlier  rates  or  duty ;  and 
that  the  same  system  should  now  be,  in  some  re- 
spects, no  loofjer  adequate  to  tbe  colleciioa  of 
duties  so  considerable  as  those  which  now  are, 
and  for  sometime  have  been,  in  force. 

I  do  not  possess  the  means  of  Judging  of  the 
extent  to  which  merehandise  is  clandestinely  in- 
trodDced  upon  the  Norlhera  and  Southern  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  in  such  manner  as  en- 
tirely to  avoid  tbe  pityment  of  duties.  To~ what- 
ever extent  this  species  of  ffand  may  be  carried, 
upon  those  frontiers.  It  certainly  does  not  oectir, 
in  any  great  degree,  ebcwhere.  Laying  oot  of 
view  the  loss  to  the  revenue,  from  clandestine 
Importation,  it  i*  believed  that  there  is  no  other 
speeiea  of  fraad,  excepting  the  one  in  qaeaiion, 
of  false  statemetiiB  of  coat,  or  uader  valaations, 
by  which  the  revewM  mtkH,  in  any  material 
degree.  Indeed,  all  the  other  frauds^  which  now 
occur,  or  have  at  anj  time  been  (ncilsed  apod 
the  teventie,  are  trivial  and  ineonsiderabte,  com- 
rared  to  thia.  The  low  of  so  much  monef  to  the 
Treasury  may,  however,  be  of  far  less  momeDt  lo 
the  miioB,  tbaa  the  banefbl  infloence  of  so  ooi- 
ntpt  and  cormpttng  an  example.  It  is  the  first 
great  aitd  serious  Inroad  Whieh  bai  been  made 
upon  our  revenue  by  ftand.  The  path  has  been 
explored— (t  haa  been  trodden  with  success ;  and 
will  assnrvdly  be  pursued,  If  it  ahall  remain  open. 
The  eorrapting  inflannee  of  this  fraad,  atteaded 
as  it  it,  Id  part,  bjr  perjury,  h  ebvioas.  The  eon- 
lagiOD  of  so  pernieiontan  example  cannot  he  loo 
soon  e^  too  efleefoally  artaated. 

The  jastice  due  to  onr  own  merchants  rtqviras 
that  these  IVaudoleiil  practieeaahonM  be  corvected. 
To  them  the  injarjr  is  deep  aad  wrioiu,  in  the 
same  proporifoa  as  it  is  taerMlva  to  the  «npi«- 

I  fbrbear  todestant  upon  the  aabjeetvf  domes- 
tic manufactures.  It  is  a  great  tubje«t,  doady 
connected  with  all  the  greaiesi  and  heat  mtereats 
of  this  coantry.  I  hope  aad  trust  that  this  Qav- 
emmeni  will  give  ts  oar  own  maoufantarea  en- 
couraKmeni  and  support  greater  aad  tnore  effee- 
lual  than  tfaey  have  yet  received.  Bat  the  qnes- 
tioa whether  hrther  protection  shall  be  given  to 
domeatic  maDnfinctnrea  it  aot  bow  under  consid- 
eration. The  present  ^aestina,  so  lai  a«  it  eon- 
cerns  oar  mauafaettires,  is,  whether  they  shall 
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rfsllf  eDJoj  tilt  proisciion  whrah  liu  been  prom- 
ised lo  them  bf  Ike  exiitiiif  laws.  It  is,  mereljr, 
«b«lh»r  the  esieiiiig  datica  on  imporia  iball  M 
evfoTctd  and  eSeeUttUr  collected  1  Barely  the 
leaai  tbit  aj)  be  done  lor  our  own  maoufMiure» 
is  to  lef  r,  in  f«e(,  (he  dotics  wliieb  the  existiag 
Uwi  impoM.  Sareljr,  if  there  were  bo  olbet 
mtttire,  the  failh  of  the  GoreinmeQl,  ai  well  u 
the  juit  eDeoaragBBWnl  due  lo  our  own  aria  and 
indDBUr,  would  KViire  thai  our  owd  msanlae- 
intenhooldnoltaAf  byafraoduleDtcompetiuoo, 
or  low  the  protection  which  the  QoTeromeat 
SMUl  to  five,  and  wbich  be  expected  lo  raeeiTe, 
in  the  existing  rateaof  dutiea.  Averf  laige  part 
of  the  foreiga  artiot^  oow  ubjeot  to  ad  Talorem 
dalf,  come  diroeilf  in  oompetiiion  with  our  own 
msanfaclureecrf'thalikeartielei;  aa,  for  example, 
all  ibeiBWn&cxnreaof  wooLand  cottoe.  Hence 
it  is  liwt  ihe  fnade  wbicb  now  lake  place  ia  the 
colleetioo  of  tha  ad  Talortm  dntiee  are  as  iojorions 
to  oiu  own  naBiiraataree,  aa  ibey  are  lo  the  mer- 
cbau  and  to  iha  reveoBC. 

I  liave  thai  attempted  la  place  iheee  mischiefs 
before  the  Senate.  I(  belong*  to  ihe  I^^islatare 
to  pfovide  a  &i  remedy.  It »  not  my  lotcntion 
toatienpl,at  ihistime,adiseBSHonof  tbeTirioDs 
scbemea  and  projfct*  which  might  be  sagyested, 
aa  ameadmeBla  lo  iJw  ijisiem  of  eoUcetiag  the 
ad  valorem  duiiea,  or  as  subeliimei  for  it.  This 
snt^eet  is,  in  itself,  oac  of  awb  diffically.  The 
difficulty  is  perhMs  greater  in  tbit  country  than 
in  any  other.  The  nature  of  our  insiitaiions 
and  tl)S  geoiue  of  the  people^  fopbid  lha  exerobe 
of  those  arbitrary  powers  which  are  ioTe^ted  in 
the  revenue  offieen  of  most  other  coantriei ;  and 
ihev  reqaire,that  the  powers  of  our  offieetsihould 
be  defined  by  Uw.aa  far  ai  poaeible.  Tbe  restric- 
tions whieh  are  uvu  raqaieite  for  the  secority  of 
private  ligbta,  bccoeae  tmmediatclf  the  loef^holes 
of  the  law,  thioogh  which  the  unpruoifried  escape 


merce,  to  the  honest  merchant,  on  the  other,  are 
the  two  great  ob^le  vrhieh  are  to  be  reeoaciled 
and  adjusted  to  each  other,  ia  aay  ■yetMo  of  col- 
lection which  may  he  eaiaUisbcd.  These  objeeu 
iiwV)  ^J  *>■*  provisions,  br,  ip  a  very  gscat  do' 
gree,  rcMweiled  i«  ea»h  outrj  aad  we  know, 
that  whereanyabtidgemeniofanaDliroited.&ee- 
dom  of  oookBNtM  is  neaesaary  to  the  secartiy  of 
ihe,revenBe,  the  iBielligent  m«t«banl  is  the  Brat 
to  apHove  and  appiauK  jadteipat  regolatio*  . 
neelHl  to  him  as  to  the  reienae.siaee  it  is  ooly 
by  such  regulation  that  be  and  Um  poblic  can  b«. 
secured  agaiii^  the  siraiegeaas  aad  muds  of  ' 
rasue. 

Bat  wiihowt  auemf ting  w  diseasi,  or  even  -. 
state,  the  vnrioas  pnnett*  of  refonaaiiw,  wbieh 
might  be  suggested,  I  sbatl  briely  sobmit  a  few 
ideas  opon  ihu  subject. 

If  Ihe  evasions  and  abuses  iriiich  aow  Dc«Kr 
result,  as  u  believed,  from  the  preacBt  system  of 
eoUeciion,  the  remedy  must  be  fuuad,  in  some 
alleratioD  of  the  system  itself. 

A  considerable  pert,  pirha|iaone*fi»wlhor  ooe- 
finh  in  amount  of  the  utielca  now  impMtWd,aBd 


now  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  may,  with  «j^ 
tire  convenience,  be  snbjecled  to  specific  duliee. 
[Mr.  SxHTOBD  here  went  into  a  staiemept  of  the 
articles  lo  which  he  alluded,  specifying  those 
which  be  cooccived  might  be  very  conveoienlly 
charged  with  duly  upoo  the  number,  weight  or 
measure,  instead  of  the  value.] 

Tbe  advantages  of  specific  dntiee  over  thoee 
imposed  on  the  valae,  in  point  of  seeDrit)[  to  ihe 
revenue,  and  in  their  fair  and  equal  operation,  are 
well  known.  The  plan  of  specific  duties  is  Ccet 
from  those  inequaliiies  and  uncertainties  whieb 
must  always,  in  some  dmee,  attend  vdtuttioos. 
Such  is  the  excellence  ol^this  mode  of  chargiug 
duties,  that  thoogh  oar  present  speeifie  dutieS) 
like  those  ad  valorem,  are  high,  coiapared  with 
tbe  earlier  rates,  and  though  the  apecific  dutica 
are  in  general  much  higher  than  ihoea  ad  valocMn 
in  referBncc  10  (he  totnnsic  valnea  of  the  different 
Eubjects  on  wbieb  tbey  are  reipeeiively  imposed, 
vet  it  ia  believed  that  tbe  specific  duties  are  col' 
Iceted  with  greater  punetualicy  and  certainty,  and. 
without  any  considerable  loss  to  the  revenuCb 
This  fact  likewise  shows  that  tbe  present  eystea 
of  collecting  the  specific  dalies  isexoeUeot,BinCf 
it  is  fottod  to  be  so  fay  experience ;  and  it  also. 
affords  «  very  saliaiactety  proof  that  the  losseii 
now  tuiuioed  fay  the  revenue  in  the  ad  valorem 
duties  do  not  result  from  aoy  want  of  vigilance 
or  fidelity  on  tbe  part  of  the  officers  of  lae  cu^ 
loms  who  collect  eoih  tbe  ad  valorem  and  the 
specific  duties. 

I  am  aware  ibat  the  bulk  and  weight  of  many 
of  the  articles  subject  to  specific  auty  aiffanl  a 
very  important  securii^  to  the  teveiuie.  Bat  if 
these  articles  were  subject  to  ad  valorem  instead 
of  specific  rates,  it  cannot  be  donbted,  that  the 
tame  evasions  and  frauds  would  take  plaee  in  t»- 
epect  to  ihem  which  now  occur  in  all  the  articlan 
now  placed  in  an  ad  valorem  class. 

Still  the  articles,  wbicb  will  probably  reotaiR 
charged  with  duty  on  the  value,  will  Va  very  an- 
merons,  and  of  neat  amonal  in  tbe  aggregate  of 
our  imports:  and  a  proper  system  for  the  collet 
tion  of  duties  impoatd  on  ina  value  will  always 


If  it  be  Iruejasisbclieved,  that  tha  great  toarpB 
of  the  pretent  miMhiefs  is  the  principle  of  tha 
foreign  cost,  and  if,  as  is  also  supposed,  these  mis- 
ehiels  are  inseparable  from  that   principle,  lh« 

firinciple  itself  shoold  b^  abolished.  The  ad  n- 
arem  duties,  ii  is  conceived,  should  ba  imposed 
and"         "' ''"       '      '  1-  ■   -■    


importation.    The  principle  ot  thcforeign  ooei 

being  laid  aside,  all  oaths,  invoices,  and  proof* 
now  re<}uired  to  show  tba  meigo  coat,  ana  now 
BO  much  emploved  as  iositumeuts  of  fraud,  would 
of  course  be  also  abolished.  Tbe  forsiga  oost 
ot  value  being  rejected,  all  the  regulatiaasfouad- 
ed  on  that  basis  would  cease.  The  addiliooa  of 
ten  and  twenty  per  centum,  now  made  to  the  for- 
eign cost,  woiud  cease ;  and  tbe  rates  of  duty  ex- 
preaaed  in  the  tariff,  would  be  simply  and  truly 
tbe  whole  amount  of  tbe  duty  exactsd.  Tha 
calcnlationa  which  ate  now  requiiite,  in  order  to 
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CMTtri  the  foreign  deDoraiDstioQs  of  moaef  into 
OUT  own  curreDCf,  would  be  UDaecessEiry;  aod 
tke  lereoae  coold  never  mffer  from  say  nacmt- 
tion  ID  the  currency  of  snocher  coaotry. 

If  the  Ytlue  of  the  merchiDdise  here  should  be 
made  the  bsais  of  the  ad  Talorem  duties,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  revise  the  rales  of  those  duties, 
ID  order  to  adapt  them  to  (he  new  basis  of  calcu- 
lation, and  to  make  the  harden  upon  the  iolrinaic 
value  of  the  seTeral  subjects,  equal  to  (hit  which 
they  now  beat  under  the  present  rates,  and  the 
present  mode  of  calculsttoa. 

The  value  in  question  being  the  value  here,  if 
the  importer  were  simply  to  eoter  his  merchan- 
dt>e  without  oath,  it  auy  value  which  be  mifbl 
choose  to  place  upon  it :  and  if  (he  merchandise 
were  subject  to  forfeiture  iu  case  of  an  underTal- 
uiioD,  and  to  appraisemeat  in  doubtful  or  suspi- 
cious eases,  the  operstioa  uf  such  a  plan  would, 
ills  supposed,  be  iDcompara My  better  than  the 
operation  of  toe  present  system.  The  question 
in  every  stage,  aod  <a  every  p^oceed)n|^  would 
then  be,  what  is  the  value  of  the  merchandise  in 
thii  country;  a  question  always  susceptible  of 
MttBfaelor;  proof  in  (be  port  at  which  the  mer- 
ehandise  may  arrive.  The  proviiious  of  forfeit- 
ure and  appraisement,  when  applied  to  the  real 
value  of  the  goods,  after  they  reach  our  own 
ahtires,  would  probably  operate  with  an  efficacy 
which  is  scarcely  felt,  when  the  qaeslion  in  con- 
troversy it  the  foreign  cost  of  the  goods. 

Or,  instead  of  the  provisions  of  forfeiture  and 
appraisement,  the  British  system  may  be  adopted. 
According  to  that  system,  the  imporlereoletsbis 
soodsatany  value  which  he  chooses  to  affix  to 
tbem.  If  the  officers  of  the  customs  think,  upon 
esamination,  that  the  goods  are  undervalued  by 
ibe  importer,  they  take  the  goods  on  account  of 
the  Oovernmeui,  and  forthwith  pay  to  the  im- 
porter, from  the  money  in  their  hands  arising 
from  the  customs,  the  sum  at  which  lie  has  valU' 
ed  (hem,  with  an  addiiioQ  of  ten  per  centum  to 
his  valuation,  and  the  duties  paid  on  the  import- 
ation. The  goods  are  then  pablicly  sold  on  ac- 
count of  (he  aorernme&(.  If  the  good*  produce 
more  than  the  sum  paid  to  the  importer  by  the 
<Acers  of  the  customs,  a  moiety  of  the  excess  is 

S;iren  to  thoae  officers  as  a  reward  for  their  vigi- 
ance  and  fidelity.  Thus,  the  interest  of  the  im- 
porter, end  the  interest  of^the  officers  of  the  cut- 
loiDs,  are  constantly  arrayed  against  each  other. 
It  i*  the  interest  of  the  importer  to  enter  his  mer- 
ehfeadiseat  a  juKt  value;  for  he  ia  constantly  ex- 
posed to  the  bBXsrd  of  receiving  for  it  no  more 
than  the  amount  of  his  own  valuation,  with  the 
specified  additions.  Thus,  the  steady  and  active 
principle  of  personal  interest,  is  constantly  in  ex- 
ercise on  both  sides,  and  is  at  once  the  induce- 
ment to  the  importer  to  enter  his  merchandise  at 
its  fair  value,  and  the  inducement  to  the  public 
officers  to  wrest  it  fiom  the  importer  when  it  is 
undervalued  by  him.  Perhaps  no  scheme  of  hu- 
iDin  policy  has  yet  been  deviaed  for  the  nutpose 
of  securing  fair  valuations  as  Ibe  basis  ol  duties, 


porsaed  In  Oreat  Britain.  This  system  ia  found 
in  the  statutes  of  the  27  Qeorge  III,  chapter  13, 
section  17  ;  and  the  54  George  III,  chapter  121, 
section  1.  It  may  also  be  seen  in  Pope's  custom 
and  excise  laws,  pages  223,  224,  and  230. 

If,  however,  it  should  be  deemed  inexpedient 
to  make  a  radical  change  in  our  aysiem  of  col- 
lection at  this  time,  the  system  may  receive  some 
amendments,  which  will  perhaps  mitigat^  ihoogh 
(hey  will  probably  not  cure,  the  present  disorders. 
The  existing  plan  of  appraisements,  in  particular, 
may  be  easily  improved,  by  some  alterations 
adapted  lo.  the  difficulties  and  abases  which  now 


are  made  merely  for  consideration.  I  have  no 
favorite  project.  The  resolution  which  I  submit 
is  purposely  expressed  in  very  general  terms,  in 
oroer  to  present  the  subject  for  consideraiiou  in 
its  most  ample  scope.  I  shall  willingly  coDcar 
in  any  method  or  measure  which  will  secure  the 
fair  and  equal  collection  of  the  dutieSj  with  pro- 
per security  at  the  same  time  to  the  private  rights 
of  the  ciliieu. 

Whatever  may  be  the  exact  extent  of  the  mis* 
chiefs  which  now  exist,  ibey  are  undoubtedly 
great,  and  some  remedy  is  necessary.  In  every 
view  in  which  the  sotyeci  can  be  considered,  it 
seems  equally  cleat  that  a  proper  and  effectual 
remedy  must  be  beneficial,  at  once  to  the  morals 
and  the  revenue,  the  mwcbant  and  the  manufac- 

rer  of  our  own  country. 

When  Mr.  Sinfobd  concluded,  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

WBDHBSnav,  December  17. 

Mr.  RoBESTa,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alfred  M. 

Carter,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of  Landoo  Carter;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 

pasaed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  pedlions  of  Martin 
Rose  and  William  Parcel,  praying  payment  for 
horses  lost,  on  the  Tippecanoe  expedidon,  in  the 

Sear  1811,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United 
(a(es,  as  stated  in  the  petitions;  which  were 
read,  and  aeverally  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  instrueting  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  (o  make  inquiry 
rdative  to  lands  in  the  Virginia  military  tract ; 
Bud  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  (he 
motion  of  the  16tb  instant,  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  what  Legislative  provision 
is  necessary  to  be  made  for  ascertaining  nod  es- 
tablishing (he  northrrn  boundary  line  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  ;  and  BjEtccd  thereto  ;  and  Messrs.  Hob- 
bow,  TiLBOT,  Tatlob,  Etito,  and  Noblb,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  resolution  directing  a  distribuiion  of  cer- 
tain laws  among  the  members  of  the  15(h  Con- 
gress, was  read  a  third  time,  and  amended  by 
unanimoiu  coasant,  and  passed. 
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Th«  nnlvtioD  ■othoritiii;  the  (Hgtribnlioa  of 
cettaia  pablic  doeameata,  was  read  a  third  time, 
mud  puwd. 


Thdisdit,  December  IS. 
Mr,  QoLoaBOBOUGB  ptewDted  ihe  memorial  ol 
the  represeDtatiTca  of  ilie  yearly  meeiins  of  ibe 
religious  Societr  of  7riena«,  held  in  Baltimore, 
praying  lome  ftirtber  proTiiioa  by  Uw  for  tap- 
pKHias  a  traffic  io  ocf  roes  and  people  of  color, 
from  toe  Middle  to  tbe  Southero  Sutet,  at  rep- 


members,  to  coDiider  aod  report  ihereoo  by  bil] 
or  otberwise ;  and  Meurs.  OoLDaBoaonQH,  Hox- 
Biy,  Smith,  Bubbill,  and  Eppks,  were  appoini- 
ed  the  committee. 

Mr.  FtSK  presenlej  the  petiiioo  of  John  Rice 
of  Bwe,  Vermont,  wbo  slaiei  he  served  a>  a  pti- 
vtnc  Eoldier  in  ibe  4th  regiment  United  State* 
infantry  for  the  term  of  fire  years,  and  prayio^ 
K  bounty  in  land,  for  reuona  Mated  in  thej>eti- 
tion }  which  wu  read,  and  refHred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiaira. 

Mr.  Btokbb  preMDted  the  petition  of  John 
Hibberi  aod  other*,  tale  loldiers  ia  the  43d  refi' 
mem  of  the  Uoited  States  Army,  praying  bono- 
ties  in  land,  for  reaaona  stated  in  the  petition ; 
wbicb  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affiilrs. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Landon 
Carter  was  read  tbe  weond  time,  and  conaidered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  nnd  no  araend- 
mcDt  having  been  made  thereto,  Ihe  Psesiveht 
reported  it  lo  lite  Hottse,  aod  the  bill  waa  or- 
dered (o  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime. 

Tbe  following  Menage  waa  reeeired  from  tbe 
pRBBiDBirr  OP  TIB  Unitbo  SxATBa: 
7b  the  Btttatt  of  t/u^Mlitd  Stafa  .- 

In  complkace  with  the  reaolatioD  ofths  Senate,  of 
Ihe  II  tb  of  ibta  month,  I  trsoamil,  fer  Ihe  informa- 
tion of  tbe  Baosls,  a  report  fmta  the  Saeratsij  of  die 
Treasmy,  relathig  to  the  progisM  made  in  aurrejing 
the  aarefal  traela  of  military  boanty  lands,  ^ipropri- 
atad  by  Oonpess  fer  Ibe  lata  army  of  the  iJnitad 
Blitss,  mod  the  liais  at  wbieh  each  entrey  will  prob- 
ably be  ompleted. 

JAHI8  MONROE. 

Dbcsmbia  is,  1817. 

The  Message  uid  report  therein  Wnliooed  were 
read. 

Mr.  Ruoai.Es  submitted  the  following  motion 
tot  consideration: 

Kaoiwed,  That  the  commiltm  on  so  much  of  tba 
Preridwt'a  Massage  aa  relaWa  to  read*  and  oanals  be 
inatncted  to  inquire  into  the  eipsdiency  of  proriding, 
by  law,  for  tba  appoinUnent  of  commiaaioiura  to  anr- 
vey,  lay  oat,  and  mark,  a  read  from  the  west  bank  of 
the  Obia  titbi,  oppoaile  the  point  where  tbe  Camber- 
land  road  atrika*  we  aame,lhrongh  8t.  ClairaiiUe  and 
Zanesrille,  lo  Colombiia ;  fiou  thence  to  tbe  west 
line  of  tba  Stale  of  OUo,  in  a  directien  to  St  Lonia, 
ia  the  MlHODti  Territory. 

Mr.NoBLB  Bubmltted  the  following  motion  for 
cnsideratioD : 


Raohtd,  That  die  Committee  on  Pnblic  Landa'be 
inatnieted  to  iaqnire  into  the  expediency  of  eat^Iiah- 
ing  a  land  ofios  In  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  of 

Mr.  Bppes  submitted  the  following  moiion  for 
consideration : 

L  Raohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
inatmetad  to  inqaire  into  the  eipadiency  of  eslanding 
for  a  further  time  "  An  act,  entitled  an  act,  further 
extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  militarf  laud 
warrants,  and  fbr  returning  lb*  aurreya  thereon  to  (ha 
Oenaral  Land  Office ;"  and  also  the  set,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  patanta  to  isaue  fiir  lands  located  and 
•UTeyed  by  virtae  of  oartain  Tirginla  resolutian  war- 
Mr.  MoBBow  preieoted  ihe  peliiion  of  William 
Edwards,  of  Warren  county,  in  tbe  State  of  Ohio^ 
praying  eompeDsation  for  certain  services  as  a 
surveyor;  also,  the  petition  of  John  Q.  Stubba,  of 
Newport,  inthe  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  com- 
pensation for  like  services,  as  slated  in  the  peti- 
tioBF ;  which  were  read,  aod  Mverally  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Clairoi. 


FxiDAT,  December  19. 
NloHOLAB  Tahdyke,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, arrived  the  18ih  instant,  and  attended  this 


RtraoLEB  presented  tbe  petition  of  William 


r,  prs; 


ly.ngcomm 
for  piopell 


for  hisiuTention  for  propelling  boats  by  means 
of  wheels  instead  of  oars,  as  stated  in  thepeli- 
lion;  which  wis  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com-> 
millee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RuooLBs  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Biowo,  praying  compensaiion  for  ser- 
vices during  the  Revolntionary  war,  as  slated  in 
the  petition  ,  which  was  read,  aod  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Shitb,  that  John  Hasleti 
have  le«ve  to  withdraw  his  petition,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  called  up  the 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale 
of  Lonisiana,  relative  to  the  land  claims  of  Flor- 
ida, presented  at  the  last  session,  and  it  was  refer- 
red to  tbe  Commictee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Taylob  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Vinceones  University; 
representing  the  sitaation  of  the  institution,  anci 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  selling  the  baUnce 
of  tbe  land  in  tbe  seminary  township,  reserved 
by  the  act  of  Match,  ISM,  aod  vestiog  itieamoant 
iu  bank  stock,  for  the  use  of  the  University,  as 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  wns  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant,  for  instructing  a  com- 
mittee to  inqaire  into  tbe  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  survey,  lay  out,  and  mark, 
a  certain  road,  which,  having  been  amended,  was 
agreed  to  as  foUows: 

Sttolved,  That  the  committee  on  so  much  of 
tbe  President's  Message  as  relates  to  toada,  in- 
land navigation,  and  seminaries  of  learniog,  be 
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instructed  to  inquire  iato  ib«  e:^odi»cT  of  pro- 
viding bf  Uw  for  tbe  appoinlment  of  ooniai*- 
aioueit  to  survey,  lay  oat,  and  rnftili,  »  road  from 
tbe  weit  bank  of  ibe  Obio  Hi?er,  opposite  tke 
point  where  the  ComberlaDd  road  strikes  ibe 
same,  ihrougb  St.  Clairaville,  and  ZanesTJlle,  to 
Columbus;  from  ibence  to  the  west  lioe  of  tbe 
Slate  of  Ohio,  in  a  direeiioa  to  St.  Louis,  ia  tbe 
Missouri  Territory. 

Tbe  SetiBle  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
molion  of  the  IStb  insiaot.  for  insiiocting  the 
Gommtttee  on  Public  Lauds  to  inquire  inio  tba 
expediency  of  ettablisbiug  a  land  office  ia  the 
easlern  part  of  the  State  of  ludiuui ;  and  agreed 
tbereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  ibe  18ih  instant,  for  iBstmeiing  the 
Committee  ou  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  tbe 
expediency  of  eitending,  for  a  further  time,  cer- 
tain acts,  in  relation  to  Virgioia  military  and 
resolution  land  warrants;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  betrs  of  Landon 
Carter  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  moiniag. 

M  OK  DAY,  December  22. 

Mr.  Sahfokd  presented  tbe  petition  of  Bd- 
mund  Dana,  praying  remuDeraiion  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  furnishing  uniform  cloibing  to  tbe 
United  States  troops  during  the  late  war.  aa 
stated  in  the  jteiition  j  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred 10  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Storkb  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Slorer,  collector  of  the  revenue  for  the  district  of 
KenneDunk,  praying  an  increase  of  compeosa- 
tion,  for  reasons  stated  in  tbe  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  pBEBininT  communicated  llie  petition  of 
William  Bsenbeck,  messenger  at  the  Treasury 
Pepartment,  praying  compensation  for  the  loss 
of  personal  pro^rty,  which  was  io  ibe  residence 
provided  for  bim  by  tbe  Qoveromeat,  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  conflagration  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment in  August,  1814,  as  staled  in  tba  peti- 
tion i  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  S a nroRD  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  Oneida  county.  State  of 
New  York,  in  faror  of  encouraging  manufactures; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  presented  the  petition  of  Thom- 


ing  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  of 
the  Revolutionary  Army,  praying  an  equitable 
settlement  of  the  half  pay  for  life,  as  promised  by 
the  resolves  of  Congress,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commitiee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  ibe  petition  of  John  Peters 
and  Sabin  FoaA,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  pray- 
ing a  reimbursement  of  money  arising  from  a  cer- 
tam  brig  and  cargo,  forfeited  tor  a  violation  of  the 
revenue  laws,  for  reasons  stated  in  tke  petition; 


whieb  w«  lead,  and  refened  to  lh«  S^ratnry  of 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  moHoD  for 
consideration : 

Setohtd,  Tbat  Uw  Coamittee  on  Ftnanoa  be  in- 
■tnictsd  to  inqnin  what  leiislitiTe  pioTidona  are  ae- 
ce«s*>7,  if  snj,  to  luthoiixe  tbe  payment  of  (ha 
Ibraa  per  cent,  now  doe,  or  that  which  may  hereafter 
be  due,  to  die  Slate  of  Indiana,  aiishif  from  the  net 
pmeeeds  of  the  wise  i^the  United  BtuM'  lends  lT>nK 
within  A*  said  Stele,  in  nursnanee  of  an  act  of  Oon- 
gi«M,  of  tlM  lath  of  April,  lBi«. 

Mr.  HoRBiL  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  di- 
recting the  Commissioner  of  tbe  OenenI  Laud 
Office,  to  fnrnish  each  soldier  who  may  receive 
a  patent,  with  a  description  of  the  quality  of  hia 
lot  aa  minuted  ia  the  field  notes  of  the  surveyot. 

Mr.  DicEBRSOH  gave  notice  tbat  he  should,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  tbe  Constitotion'of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  and  the  appointment  of 
Sleclors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  Ibe 
United  States. 

Mr.  MoBBOW,  from  the  Comsiitlee  on  Psblie 
Lands,  to  whom  tbe  subject  wajs  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  extend  the  lime  for  locating  Virginia 
military  land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and  for  des- 
ignating the  weatern  bauadary  line  of  tbe  Vir- 
gmia  military  tract;  and  the  bill  was  read, and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

TuBSDAY,  December  S3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaenlalivea 
informed  lie  Seute  that  tbe  Honaa  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An.  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Noah  Mil- 
ter," in  which  tbey  request  Uu  coaeiuieae«  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  iwntione4  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  raading. 

Mr.  SxiTB  presented  the  menuujal  af  Nathan- 
iel Russel  and  otkers,  mercbants  and  nnderwri- 
teiaof  Charles  ton.  South  Caroling  praying  in- 
danHuSsaiioa  for  rrenob  apoliatiaiw  m  l^  yssr 
1796,  as  stated  io  the  memorial ;  vhialt  MU  n«4, 
and  referred  to  iha  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  DaoOBTT  presented  the  petitioD  of  Jke 
Chamber  of  Copmerce  of  tbe  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, praying  the  passage  of  an  act  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  tbe 
United  Stales,  for  reasons  slated  in  the  petition  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  tbe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WiLLiAH*.  of  Mhsisslppi,  presented  tbe 
representation  and  protest  of  certain  oiemben  of 
tbe  Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  Lonisiana  against 
tbe  memorial  of  said  Legislature,  respcctilig  ti- 
tles to  lands  in  the  Florida  district;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Public 
Lands,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  MoBBOW  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Baptist  Valte,  of  St.  Oenevieve,  praying  to  be 
confirmed  in  his  tltie  to  a  tract  of  land  in  tbe 
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MiMOvri  Territorf,  whieb  was  sraDled  to  him  by 
tbe  Spanish  QoTecnoT,  is  uuA  in  the  petition ; 
which  wu  read,  and  refemd  to  the  last  men- 
(ioQed  commiitee,  to  caniider  and  report  thenoo. 
Mr.  MOBKow  also  pietenicd  Uie  petition  of 
John  T.  Hall  and  other*,  proprietors  of  land,  ly- 
ing between  the  Great  and  Little  Utami  rivers, 
aitaaied  in  the  tract  parchaaed  from  the  United 
Btalea  by  Joba  C  Symincs,  praying  relief  in  eoa- 
sideratios  oft  defect  in  the  title  thereof,  as  stated 


thefcon.  • 

Mr.  S^NPOBn  pieMsted  the  memorial  of  M. 
Clarkson,  Preaideal  of  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety, prtyinf  the  prifilegeof  importing  paper, 
free  of  duty,  for  reaaons  iialed  in  the  aemorialt 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
OB  Finaoee. 

Mr.  RoBBKTS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Philadelphia  BiUe  Society,  praying  the  remis- 
sion of  all  datiei  on  stereotype  plates  already  im- 
ported, and  that  they  nuy  be  permitted  to  import 
the  sacred  scriptures  in  foreign  laogoages,  free  of 
daly,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  (hereon. 

Mr.  WiLLuiio,  of  Miuiwippi,  preseateil  the  pe- 
tition of  I.  P.  Kennedy  and  oiheis,  inhabitant*  of 
Mobile,  praying  the  demolition  of  Port  Charlotte 
in  said  lowo,  end  that  the  land  on  which  it  stands 
be  sold,  for  leasooi  stated  in  (he  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the 
Deptrtmeaiof  War,  to  consider  ead  report  ihere- 
DD  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

fiMofced;  That  the  Secratar;  of  the  Trwsnry  be  di' 
reeled  to  ley  babre  the  8eii«{e  e  itateoMnt  of  the 
amoDot  of  dntiea  on  ' 
1810, 1810,  and  1817, 
■017  will  permiL  Also,  a  ststement,  lor  the  same 
yeeia,  of  the  smoDnt  of  the  slluwaneee  snd  drswbeck* 

paid  tOTseielsamployad'  

flahezpoTlad. 

Mr,  DtOKBBBOH  htid  befote  the  Senate  (he  pro- 
eeedingi  of  the  L^islature  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  in  relation  to  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Sutev,  and  iastraetions 
to  their  Seaatota  io  Congress,  to  endeavor  to  oh- 
lain  the  said  wmendmeai.  which  were  read ;  and, 
kid  OB  file. 

WhcrtnpoB,  Mr.  DiocBBnoii,  agreeably  to  no- 
^  given  yesterday,  and  in  obedience  to  lustrac- 
ttoBs  reeeired  from  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  ioirodace  a  resolation, 
prapD»iBf  ao  ameodmeot  to  tbe  ConstitatioD  of 
the  United  Sistes,  as  it  respects  tbe  eleciion  of 
Representaiives  io  Congress,  and  the  appoioi- 
ment  of  BUciors  of  Presideot  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  Ststea;  and  the  resolution  was  read, 
and  passed  (0  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  notUe  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Moa- 
8IL  aiked  and  obttined  leave  to  iatroduce  the 
fuUowiDg  reaoluiiuot  whieh  was  read, 
to  the  second  reading : 

15L1>  Com.  lit  Sxu.— 3 


by  the  Senate  «w<  Biwise  0/  Boprtaentm 
Hm*  of  the  iMited  Slate* of  Amtiitain  Coitgrtu  «• 
letitbkd.  That  (he  CoimniMieaer  of  tbe  General  Leaid 
Office  fomidk  each  soldiM,  who  mi^  reenve  a  patent 
for  military  bonn^  lud,  a  descripiion  of  tbe  qnali^ 
of  his  lot,  a*  mieuled  in  the  £eld  notes  of  the  surveyor. 
CAMPBELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
QBDce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entUled 
"Ad  act  supplementary  to  the  act  eslabliahtng  a 
Mint,  and  the  aet  concerning  the  Mint."  reported 
It  with  ameodmenis ;  which  were  reao. 

Agrees  bly  to  uotiee  given,  Mr.  CiHrBiLi.  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  Introduce  a  bill  to  authw- 
iie  the  Sute  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants,  and 
perfect  titles  on  ceruia  entries,  and  locations  of 
land  therein  described ;  and  (he  bill  was  read, 
aad  passed  to  the  aecoDd  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resntBed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  22d  instant,  for  instructing  (he 
CommiMeeon  Finance  relative  ^fi  the  payment 
of  tbe  (brec  per  cent,  to  the  State  of  Indiana ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  bill  to  extend  the  time  Ibr  locating  Vir* 
gioia  military  land  warnnt*,  and  returning  aar- 
reys  thereon  to  tbe  General  Laud  Offiee,  and  for 
deMgnatiog  the  western  bouodsry  line  of  the  Vir- 
ginia military  tract,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  considered  as  io  Committee  of  tbe  WhoU; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  [hereto, 
the  PaBBioBBT  reported  tbe  bill  to  the  House,  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Wbdhmdat,  December  84. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resoluiioo,  providing  for  the  temporary  adjonra- 
ment  of  Congress;  la  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  tbe  Seoaie. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  three 
several  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  pasted. 

Mr.  WiLLiAue,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
petition  of  Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  and  others,  of  tha 
town  and  county  of  Mobils,  praying  to  be  coa- 
firmed  in  certain  lands,  as  staled  in  the  petition  ; 
whieh  wax  read,  and  rcfened  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WiLLiAua,  of  Mississippi,  also  preaented 
tbe  petition  of  Joseph  Bullen,  of  Jeflerson  county, 
and  Stale  of  MiWssippi, praying  tbe  rightof  pre- 
emption toBceriaio  irsctof  land,  as  stated  in  the 
peiiiioQ ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  tbereoB. 

Mr.  RoBERTB.  from  the  Committee  of  Claiou 
to  wham  the  sohieci  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Silas  Willard)  and  the  bill  «aa 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  23J  instant,  directiog  ths  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  commoDicste  informatioB 
relative  to  duties  on  aalt,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill,  eatiiled  "An  ect  for  the  relief  of  Noah 
Miller,"  was  read  the  secood  time,  and  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  Pea  si  00s. 

The  rasolution  (o  direct  iha  Commi 
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th«  Qencnl  Laod  Office  to  farnisb  etch  loldier, 
who  DUy  receive  a  patent  for  mitiiaiy  bonoir 
Lud,  with  a  deecriptioB  of  the  qnaliijr  of  hb  lot, 
wai  read  the  leeond  time,  aod  referred  to  the 
Commiltee  on  Public  Land  Claimi. 

The  lesoluiion,  propogiog  an  ameDdmenl  to 
the  GoDstiimioa  of  the  Uniied  Slates,  as  it  re- 
apeett  the  election  of  RepreteniatiTes  in  Con- 

SrcH,  and  ibe  appoinlment  of  Sleetora  of  Preii- 
eni  and  Vice  Presidant  of  ilie  United  Statea, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  lo  a  select 
eommiltec,  to  consist  of  fire  memberi,  to  eonsider 
and  report  [hereon ;  aad  Heun.  DicKsaaoH, 
KiRO,  Daoobtt,  Macom,  and  Stokbb,  were  ap- 
poiated  the  aommittee.  , 

The  bill  to  aaihotize  the  State  of  TenneHca 
to  issue  grants,  and  perfect  titles,  on  certain  eo' 
tries  and  loeations  of  lands  therein  described,  wai 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resuiiied  the  eonsideratioB  of  the 
bill  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  mili- 
tarf  land  warraniB,  and  re tDrninv  surveys  thereon 
lo  the  General  Land  Office,  ana  for  designating 
the  veatero  boandarf  of  the  Virginia  military 
tract;  and,  on  tooiion  by  Hr.  Efpeb,  the  farther 
Qonsideraiion  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
dar  next. 

The  Satiate  resnmed,  as  in  Comaiiltee  of  ihi 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eniit^d  "Ad 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  establisbiag  the 
Mint,  and  the  act  concerning  the  Mint)"  Ingether 
with  the  ameodments  reported  thereto  by  Iha 
Committee  on  Finance;  and,  the  amendments 
baving  been  agreed  to,  the  Presiveht  reported 
the  bill  to  the  Honae  amended  secordioglf  ;  and, 


s  baTing  been  concurred  in,  the 
amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrosted,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 


Mmidat,  Dcceoiber  29. 

The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  a  letter  from 
Andrew  Allen,  of  New  York,  presenting  to  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  the  first  Message  of  President 
Monroe,  primed  on  gilt  leather,  after  a  new  and 
Improved  method,  for  which  he  has  recently  ob- 
laiaed  a  patent;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

lii.  RoooLEe  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Btown,  sen.,  of  the  county  of  Belmont,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  praying  to  be  released  from  the 
payment  of  duties  on  certain  stills,  as  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MoBRiL  presented  the  petition  of  John  Da- 
Vis,  of  the  town  of  Warner,  in  the  Stale  of  New 
Hampshire,  representing  that  he  served  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  RevolaiioOBTy  war,  and  praying  com- 
pensation for  his  services;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Hr.  NoBLB  presented  the  memorial  of  Samuel 
Jellry.and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  Iowa  "Ris- 
ing Sun,"  praying  a  post  route  through  the  same, 
forteasoDs  statea  in  the  memorial;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offieea  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Wiutm  pieaeniad  the  petition  of  Henry 


Jones,  who  served  as  a  aoUter  in  the  late  war, 
praying  a  pension,  for  raaaoni  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  nod  referred  to  the  Cotfr 
miuee  on  Pensions.      ' 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Lrgislature  of  the  State  of  Teooeisee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  nnsatisfied  cUims  for  land  in  that  State, 
derived  nnder  the  anthority  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  end  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  u»e  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  T AIT  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

StKlntd,  Thst  the  Committee  on  the  XUitia  be  ia- 
sta^oled  to  inqniia  Into  the  aspadieaej  of  angmentim 
the  pay  of  tha  nilitts,  when  called  iiita  the  sKvios  ef 
the  iJnilad  Btataa. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Witbrd  was  read 
the  seeoQit  time. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Ttrgioia mili- 
tary land  warrants,  and  reiarniDg  surreys  thereon 
to  the  Qeeeral  Land  Office,  and  for  designating 
the  western  boundary  line  of  the  Virvioia  mili- 
tary tract;  and,  noameodment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoDsideratioD  of  the  bill  to  autboriza 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issae  grants,  and  per- 
fect titles,  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of 
lands  therein  described;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
MoBROw,  It  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  aod  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  CiJfFBSLL,STOCEB,MAC0K, 
Williams,  of  Teonessee,  and  Morrow,  were 
appoioted  the  committee. 

The  following  Mesaage  was  received  from  the 
PflESioEKT  or  TBB  U:TiTen  Staies: 
7b  the  Senate  of  lie  Uniled  !^ala  .- 

In  complisDM  with  a  rewlutisn  of  the  Senate  of  the 
ISth  of  this  month,  reqa'rating  infonnalion  (oachtug 
the  execution  of  so  mach  of  tbe  flrtl  article  of  tha 
Treat;  of  Ohint,  as  relsies  to  the  restitution  of  slavea, 
which  has  not  heretofore  been  communicated,  I  now 
tranuiit  a  report  of  the  Beeretarv  of  State  on  that 
sntgeet.  JAMBa  MONROB. 

DavABTnaT  or  Btats, 

Deeembtr  S4, 1817. 

The  Beerataiy  of  6Uts,  to  nhom  has  tiaao  reftnad 
tha  lauilalioB  at  the  Sonata  of  the  l<th  instaat,  ra. 
qaatfing  infHBudioii  looebini  the  •zecolian  of  sontaoh 
of  the  first  article  of  tbe  Treat;  of  Ghent  as  ralaiaa  to 
tha  reatitotian  of  slavea,  whioh  ha*  not  hseetofcw  bean 
eommanieatai],  has  tbe  honor  to  repM  K  the  Praai- 
dent,  that  no  anawcrfase  been  raeeivad  froni  the  Brit- 
ish OoTernment  to  tha  propoaal  made  b;  order  of  tha 
Ute  Pieiident,  on  the  17th  of  September,  1818,  Otrnt 
the  question  upon  the  difierent  conslniclion  giTeo  by 
tbe  respectiTe  GoTernroents  to  that  article,  should  bo 
refbneo  to  the  decision  of  some  friendly  aoTereign ; 
that  the  late  Mfniaterof  the  United  States  in  Eaglaad, 
before  his  dapartare  from  Lwidon,  renewed  the  requeat 
n  answer,  and  that  (ha  present  Minister  at  the 
Conrt  has  bean  instructed  to  invite  again  tfae 
altantian  of  the  British  Oovemment  lo  the  sabject. 
AU  which  ia  raspeatlUI;  submitted. 

JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 
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9tniTt. 


The  Message,  anil  report  therein  tneniionEd, 
were  read. 

The  amendments  to  (he  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
sopplementary  lo  the  act  eitabtiahin;  Ibe  Mini, 
and  the  act  conceraiDg  the  Mint,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  commitiee  correeilf  engroued. 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  aa  amended,  and 
pBised  with  amendmenia. 

TnHDAr,  Daeamber  X. 
Tbe  pBisiBEitT  communicated  a  renort  of  tbe 
Secrelarjr  of  the  Treaaary,  abowing  tbe  amonni 
ftf  doly  which  accrued  on  salt  imported  dnring 
tbe  yean  1815  and  1810,  and  from  tbe  lal  Janu- 
arj  to  Ihe  30th  Jane,  1817,  togeiher  with  the 
amonni  paid  for  boiraiy  on  pickled  fiih  ezporird, 
and  for  allowance  to  veaaela  employed  in  tbe  fish- 
eriea  during  the  same  period,  made  in  obedience 
to  >  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  S4tb  instant; 
and  the  report  waa  read.  Wherenpon,  Mi.  Siiitb 
sobmilied  the  following  moiion  for  consideration : 
RttoiBed,  That '  a  atatament  from  Ihe  Treunry  De- 
partfiianl,  ahowtng  tba  alnotuil  of  dalj  which  aecraed 
on  aalt  iatpoitad  dnrinf  Ihe  yean  1819  and  1810,  and 
from  (be  lit  Jnnai7  to  the  80th  Iniw,  1817,  togstfaer 
with  the  Bimmirt  paid  iat  bonnty  on  piiUed  flah  ex- 
"  "       ~  —  '«  Hnplojad  in  tha 


portad,  aadlbr  aHoa 
flaheriet  dating  Ilia 


into  tba  aapadiaitcy  of  wpaaling  the  law  lajinr  Ifaat 
duty. 

Hr.  WiijaON  prevented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Patten,  praying  a  penaion,  for  reaaons  stated  to 
the  petllion  ;  whieb  waa  read,  and  reteircd  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Hr.  RooaLBB  piesented  tbe  petition  of  Alex- 
andar  Macomb,  praying  lo  be  confirmed  (n  his 
title  to  eertaio  ialtnda  attoate  at  the  mouth  of  the 
riTer  Deiioit,  for  reasons  staled  in  tbe  petition ; 
which  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commitiee 
on  Publio  l^anda. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cooaideration  of  the 
■totioii  of  tbe  89<h  instant,  fbr  jnilrnettng  the 
Commitiee  on  tbe  MiKtia  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedieocjr  of  BDgmeoting  ihe  pay  of  the  militia 
when  ealledinto  the  serriee Ol^tha  Untied  States ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  NoBLi,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  Was  referred  the  hill,  enitiled  'An  act 
for  tbe  rriief  nf  Noah  Miller,"  reported  it  wiib- 
oui  amendment. 

Tbe  bill  lo  extend  tbe  time  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warianta,  and  retarning  aur- 
Teys  thereon  to  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  and  for 
deaignating  the  western  hanndary  line  of  the  Vir- 
ginia mihisry  tract,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 

A  mesnge  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  enlitled  "An  act  to  remU  ihe  duty  on  a 
painting  presented  to  the  PennsjrlraQta  Hosfital ;" 
a  bill  enlitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  sar- 
viving  officers  and  soldiera  of  the  Revolatlonary 
Army ;"  a  bill  enlitled  «An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Sanniel  Aikman  f  a  IriU  entitled  "Ad  act  An 


tbe  relief  of  Joel  Earwood :"  and  a  bill  entitled 
"Ad  act  making  provision  for  the  establishraeat 
of  additional  land  offices  in  the  Terriioty  of  Mit- 
sourij"  in  which  they  request  tbe  eoncntrenee 
of  the  Senate. 

The  five  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  speoad  reading. 

Hr,  Dagoett  anbmiited  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ketobtd,  That  tha  Preaideat  of  the  ITnitad  States 
be  reqaested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  tha  Buuta  a 
statement  of  the  proceedings  which  mqr  haT*  baaa 
had  andcT  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  Ibe  3d  Harehr 
ISIT,  entitled  "An  act  to  set  spart  and  dispose  of  e«N 
t«jn  pnbUe  lands  Ibr  tha  eneonragemeat  of  the  enlll- 
vation  of  tba  vine  and  olive."  Also,  that  the  PtasUaot 
be  raqneslsd  la  pn  la  the  Betiate  sneh  Infmnatini  as 
he  may  pnsasas,  in  relstion  to  ttsv  EocaUm  of  land,  or 
sattlastant  made  by  any  laAvidMl  iw  faidtvldnalimtBdar 
the  ainaald  ast. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS,  from  Ike  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  hill  for  the  relief  of  William  Edwards 
and  John  O.  Sinbbs,  (compensating  Ihem  for 
ihair  sarvioas  in  sumyhsf  lands  in  the  Territory 


SILAfl  WtLLABt). 

Tbe  SeuBie  resamed  the  conaidtralion  of  tba 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Willard. 

[Some  discussion  took  place  on  this  bill,  froea 
whitAitappcated  that  thecBsewaBthia;  that  the 
petilieaet  was  the  ball  of  John  M.  Willatd,  Who 
was  indicted  in  the  circnit  court  of  Vermont  for 
trading  with  the  enemy  in  Caaada  during  the  late 
wari  that  the  accused,  fiying  the  country,  and 
not  slaniling  a  trial,  bis  bond  was  forfeited,  and 
his  bail  became  responsible.  He  prays  relief;  and 
his  petition  ia  supported  by  good  evidence  that 
Ihe  bail  required  was  excessive ;  (bat  be  has  since 
been  reduced  to  poverty,aod  ia  a  man  of  the  fair- 
est general  Character.j 

It  was  not  denied  (hat  the  petiiionar  marttad 
relief,  but  it  beistg  anffaatad  by  Mr.  SAHn»n  that 
tbe  Prasidaat  was  alnady  anibntiaed  by  lai^,  on 
Ihe  re  com  men  da  lion  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Trca- 
sary,  to  extend  relief  to  inaolreni  dabion  t«  the 
Oniiad  States,  in  oeruia  cases,  and  that  legisla- 
lioB  in  this  case  was  onneoasaary,  ihe  bill  waa, 
with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Kobebtb,  tba  chairinaB 
of  the  commitiee  who  reported  it,  postponed  to 
ITriday  nesu 

WanxaaiiAT,  December  31. 
r.  Tnonp  preaeated  tbe  petition  of  Joseph 
Cnmmiog,  administrator  of  James  Murren,  de- 
ceased J  and  also  ihe  petition  of  Samuel  Parker, 
execntor  of  George  Parker,  deceased;  praying 
indemDificaiioD  for  claims  to  laod  in  the  Yazoo 
porcbase,  snrreodered  to  the  Slaie  of  Qeorgia,  ai 
stated  in  the  petitions;  which  were  readj  and  sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Commitiee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  EiHQ  presented  a  memorial  of  Richard 
Varick  and  others,  surviviag  officers  of  tbe  Rev- 
olotionary  Army,  represeoitng  their  services,  the 
engagemeaiB  nnner  whieh  ibose  eerrices  wera 
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performed,  md  ih«  mmDM  in  which  tb^w  en- 
gasemeais  have  beta  atlempled  to  be  falfilled, 
BDQ  praying  tbit  provisioa  mif  be  made  by  law 
for  ascertamJDg  and  fandiog  ihe  balances  which 
maj  be  due  lo  them  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the CommiiieeoDMililaTjr  Affairs. 

Mr.  Eppes  preseoled  the  pelittoD  of  ibe  Me- 
ehanic  Relier  Society  of  Alexaodiia,  praying  an 
aei  of  JDCorporatioD,  for  reaioDS  staled  Jo  the 
peiition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  Ihe 
Committee  on  the  Ditirict  of  Columbia. 

A  meuige  from  the  House  of  RepreseDtalWes 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
■  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Winslaw 
and  Henry  LewLt,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  lau  mentioned  waa  read,  and  paiaed 
M  Ihe  tecond  reading. 

On  moLioD  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  read  the 
•eeond  time  by  nnanimoai  eonieot,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BoBBiLL  aubmiiied  the  following  motion 
for  coDsideration : 

Jtcwfcwf,  Thu  Um  eonmiUM  to  wbcm  ww  rate- 
red  Ibe  patitioa  of  tha  oonmittae  of  the  yMtrlr  maatiog 
of  the  Sodsly  of  Friends  at  Ballimon,  ha  uutmcted 
to  inqnira  into  the  BxpediMi^  of  so  amMiding  the  laws 
et  the  United  Stales,  on  the  tubjaet  of  the  African 
■lave  trade,  as  more  elfectaally  t»  pre*ent  nid  trade 
fiwn  hfling  carried  on  b;  d^MU  of  the  United  States 
onder  fra«igB  flags,  aid  dao  into  the  expediency  of 
tte  United  Stataa  taking  meaaves  in  eeneert  with 
«tb«i  BBti«Hia  fin  tb«  enttie  aboUiion  of  nid  trade. 


Sttohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
CalnnUa  be  instnicted  ta  inquire  into  the  ei^iancy 
of  oominandDK  the  erection  of  the  centre  boilding  of 
the  Csjritol,  and  of  making  proririon  lor  the  speedy 
eoBpletJon  thereof.  That  the  said  comtnittee  be  also 
iostineted  to  inqalr*  whether  suitable  apartmenti 
be  had  in  Ihe  Capital  far  the  reception  and  aecom 
iatiwi  of  tbe  Ubraiy  of  Conrrese;  and  in  csae  aneh 
It  Iw  had  thate,  to  inqnite  inte  the 


mgltartbeL 

Mr.  TaiT  gare  notice  thai  he  should  on  Friday 
neit  ask  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  in  addition  to 
an  act  making  appropriation  for  repairing  certain 
roadi  therein  dftcribed. 

Mr.  Sakfobd  Bare  notice  that  he  woold,  on 
Fridajr  next,  askleaTe  to  offer  a  ^oint  resolution, 
directing  the  publication  of  the  journal  and  pro- 
ceedings of  ibe  CoDTeniion  which  formed  the 
preseot  Coosiitmion  of  the  United  Stales,  now 
remaining  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Tbe  Senaie  returned  the  conaideralion  of  the 
motion  of  tbe  30th  instant,  for  referring  lu  the 
Conmiilee  on  Fioaace  tbe  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  ibe  Treasury  in  relation  lu  the  duly  on 
sail,  with  iDMruclioiu  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  repealing  the  law  laying  ibai  duiyj  and 
■greed  thereto. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  30ih  instant,  requesting  information 
of  the  proceeding*  wbicb  may  hafe  been  bad 


under  tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  set  apart  and 
dispose  of  certain  public  lands  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  culiiTBlion  of  the  Tine  and  olire ;" 
which  ha?iDg  been  amended,  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

Retolved,  That  the  President  of  tbe  United 
Stales  he  requested  lo  cause  lo  b«  laid  before  the 
Senate,  a  slalement  of  the  ptoceedioKs  which 
may  hare  been  had  under  ibe  act  of  Congrera, 
passed  the  third  of  March,  1817,  entitled  "An  act 
Ml  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands, 
r  tbe  encoaragemtnt  of  the  ctdtiralion  of  tbe 

Also,  that  tbe  President  be  requested,  to  gite  to 
tbe  Senate,  such  information  as  he  may  postetc, 
in  relation  to  any  occupation  of  land,  or  settle- 
ment made  by  any  individual  or  iodividuals,  ua- 
der  tlie  aforesaid  act. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aci  to  remit  the  duty  on 

paintinc  presented  the  PeDnsyWania  Hospital," 

as  read^ihe  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
.  in  lurriving  ofitcers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  Rero> 
lutionary  Army,"  was  read  the  second  lim^  and 
referred  to  the  Commtiiee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Ailtman,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
referred  to  the  Cotamittee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Joel 
Earwood,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 

d  to  the  same  coromiiice. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  '-An  aci  making  promion  for 

eesiablishmeniof  additional  land  offices  in  tlia 
Territory  of  Missouri,"  was  read  the  second  lime, 

id  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  for  ihe  relief  of  Williaia  Edwards 
and  John  G.  Stubbi,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  Ihe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Noah  Millet ;"  and  tbe  foe 
iher  coDKideratioa  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  nexl. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
PensiooB,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  tbe 
Message  of  tbe  President  of  the  United  Scales 
aa  relates  to  tbe  surviriog  officers  and  soldiers  of 
our  Reroluiionatr  Army,  were  discharged  from 
tbe  further  eonsidenttoa  thereof,  and  it  waa  re* 
fcrred  lo  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senala  adjourned  lo  Friday  moraing. 

FaiDAT,  January  2,  ISIS. 

The  pKUiDHT  cqrnmunicaied  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  ibe  peliuoit  of 
John  Peters  and  Sabin  Pood,  of  Boston,  and  the 
report  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cahfkli,  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  on  ibe  33d  ul- 
timo, tbe  petition  of  William  Esenbeck,  were 
ditcharsed  from  tbe  further  consideration  there- 
of; and  it   was  referred   to  ihe  Committee  of 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Asbmoii,  the  pniiion  of 
John  Peters  and  Sabin  Pond,  legethet  with  ihe 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


mSTORT  OF  OONaBESS. 


jAHtruT,  1818. 


African  Sme  Trade. 


report  thereon  of  the  Sccretar;  of  the  TteuoTf, 
this  daf  eommnDic&ted,  vai  refencd  lo  the  Coin' 
mittee  of  Clftima. 

Mr.  Leakb  aabmftied  the  folloiriiig  motioafor 
contideratioD : 

Ritietd,  That  lh«  Comouttce  on  FnbHc  Ltndi  be 
inifraetad  to  liiqatn  into  the  erpediency  of  unamJiog 
the  ■ereral  lewi  reletiTe  to  the  lele  of  polilie  lendc 

Mr.  SiHPORD  saked  and  obtained  lea  re  to  bring 
in  3t  Teiolaiiou,  directing  the  pnblicelion  of  the 
iourna]  and  proceedingB  of  the  Convention  whfch 
Tormed  (he  ptCMDl  ConBtitution  of  the  Uaited 
Stalca,  no*  remaiaing  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stale ;  and  the  reeolution  wai  reed  the 
fir«l  and  second  time  by  nnaoimous  coment ;  and 
referred  to  a  ideet  committee,  to  cooiiii  of  five 
member!,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Mr.  SAiiroKD,  Mi.  Eino,  Mr.  Hacoh,  Mr.  Kpfeb, 
aod  Mr.  Tut  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tait  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bilK  in  addition  to  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tion for  repairing  certain  roads  therein  described ;" 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  paued  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
molioa  of  the  3l3t  uliimo,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  in- 
quire into  the  ej^wdieocy  of  erecting  the  centre 
building  of  the  (^pitol,  and  of  providing  suitable 
apartments  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Library 
of  CoDsresa;  end  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed]  a£  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hilt  for  the  relief 
of  Silas  Willard,  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  the  PREaiDEUT  reported  theliill  to 
the  House  ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coaiideraiion  of  the  biil  for  the  relief 
of  William  Bdwarda  and  John  a.  Slubha,  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Pibsidbht  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  eogroMed,  and  read  a  third 


1  pel 

Bennett,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolation: 

BewisedL  That  the  petition*!  have  leave  to  with- 
draw Us  petilien. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS,  from  the  seme  committee,  to 
whom  WB*  referred  the  peiitioti  of  Haffield  White, 
also  made  a  report,  together  with  the  folIowiDj 
resototion : 

Rutlotd,  That  a  bin  he  Tepoiled  allowing  Haffield 
White  Om  mm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  ddlais,  in 
fall  of  *I1  his  elainie  on  the  UnUea  State*. 

The  report  and  reaolatioD  wen  read. 
APtaCAN  SLATS  TKADB. 

The  Senate  rcnmcd  the  eonsideratioD  of  the 
motion  of  the  31at  oliimo,  for  iostmciing  the 
eommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  connDiltee  of  the  yeariy  meeting  of  the  Soci- 


ety of  Friends,  at  Baltimore,  on  the  snbjeei  of  the 
African  slave  trade;  and   the  resolution  being 

Mr.  Tbodp  rose  to  object  to  the  tatt  clause  of 
the  resolution,  which  coalempiaied  a  concert 
with  foreign  nations.  He  thought  ihis  a  most  ez- 
traordiDBry  proposition, end  asserted  that,  accord- 
ing to  his  apprehension,  no  measure  could  be 
adopted  more  replelewiih  danger  to  the  welfare, 
10  ihe  very  existence  of  this  eonatry,  than  a 
formal  coalition,  for  any  purpose*,  with  anf 
foreign  nation  whatever.  It  was  a  policy,  a  »• 
sort  to  which  onght  always  to  be  resisted,  and 
he  hoped  would  he  resitted  with  a  firmness  not  to 
be  overcome.  The  object  of  the  Itist  part  of  the 
proposition,  for  making  our  laws  against  the 
slave  trade  more  perfect  and  more  effectual,  Mr. 
T.  approved,  and  was  willing  to  co-operate  in  it 
He  was  ready  to  go  as  far  as  any  one,  in  enforc- 
ing, within  our  own  jurisdiction,  the  abolition  of 
the  African  slave  trade.  Within  our  land  line, 
or  water  line,  even  on  the  high  sea*,  he  was  wit- 
line  to  enforce  our  own  lews  on  the  subject ;  but 
to  direct  the  President  lo  enter  into  any  compact 
or  concert  for  this  object  with  any  foreign  nation 
or  individuals,  was  a  step  he  would  never  con- 
sent to.  He  could  not  separate  from  foreign 
alliances  the  idea  of  foreign  politics  and  foreign 
wars;  and  the  proposed  measure  he  should  view 
as  the  commencement  of  a  system  of  foreign 
connexions  tending  to  foreign  alliances,  to  whish 
Mr.  T.  expressed  great  repngoanee.  Unless, 
dierefore,  the  propodiioos  embraced  by  the  reso- 
lution were  separated,  be  should  be  oUiged  to 
Toie  against  it. 

Hr.  BcBRti.L  was  pleased,  he  said,  to  find  that 
Mr.  Taoor  had  no  oojection  to  the  main  object 
ihe  resolution  had  in  view,  of  putting  an  entire 
stop  lo  the  African  slave  Irade — on  this  point 
he  belioTed,  there  was  no  diversity  of  opinion 
thronghont  the  oonnlry.  Mr.  B.  regretted,  how- 
ever, that  such  a  view  had  been  taken  of  the 
concerCwith  other  nations  propoeed  lo  effect  the 
object ;  heeanse  it  was  only  by  tach  concert  and 
co-operation  that  the  slave  Irade  contd  be  abol- 
ished. Mr.  B.  entirely  agreed  as  to  the  impolicr 
of  foreign  alliances ;  and  if  the  general  objection 
to  them  applied  to  the  proposition  he  had  snb- 
mitted,)ie  admitted  it  would  b«a  sound  and  sub- 
stantial one ;  but  he  could  not  view  Ihe  proposed 
concert  in  this  light,  nor  could  he  eonceire  that 
any  such  disastroue  consequences  would  follow 
it  as  had  been  loiicipated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Oeorgia;  thai  apprehension,  he  thought,  waaal- 
logeiher  groondlen.  Nor  was  ihe  principle  of 
the  propoeed  concert,  Mr.  B.  said,  a  novelty  In 
this  country.  By  referring  to  the  Treaty  of 
Qhent,  it  would  be  found  Ihal  our  Miniaten  had 
either  made  or  received  overtures  on  thia  retf 
subject,  and  a  provision  wis  in  conseqoenee  la- 
scried  io  the  Treaty.  The  concert  had  been  con- 
sidered as  indispensable  to  bring  about  the  entira 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade;  and,  Mr.  B.  said,  it 
had  been  found  impossible  to  put  an  entirt 
stop  to  it  wiihovl  a  co-operation  among  the  na- 
tions pn^ibiting  it ;  for,  no  matter  how  many 
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Mtioai  [ffohibit  the  trade,  if  one  or  two  are  al- 
lowed lo  carry  it  on,  ths  evil  will  still  exist. 

Mr.  Troup  replied,  tbat  the  proposed  concert 
foi  abolishing  a  parlicalar  traffic  on  the  high 
MBB  presupposed  resistance,  and  resistance  was 
to  be  repressed  by  ibe  nniled  means  of  the  na- 
tioDB  enteiiog  into  the  compact.  This,  certainly, 
Mr.  T.  said,  was  one  step  towards,  and  might  be 
the  prelude  lo.  alliances  with  foreign  Powers. 
Besides,  be  aaid,  ibis  was  not  one  of  those  traffics 
WMcribed  by  the  law  of  nations,  though  prohib- 
ited by  our  ilatuiei;  ind  he  doubled  tbe  expe- 
diency of  such  a  combination  to  put  down  a 
trade  which  was  thus  permitted.  If  motives  of 
humanity  are  urged  in  favor  of  this  measure,  let 
us,  said  Mr.  T.,  begin  at  the  fonnuin  head.  If 
the  policy  of  this  oountry  is  to  be  changed ;  if 
the  well-remembered  pariing  advice  of  a  wise 
and  good  man  is  to  be  departed  from,  and  we  are 
to  commence  a  system  of  "  entaagling  alliances," 
let  us  took  for  some  objects  worthy  of  tbe  ehaoge ; 
let  us  aim  at  the  al^lition  of  impressment,  and 
free  our  leamtn  from  that  odious  tyranny;  or 
let  Ds  enter  into  tba  cause  of  South  American 
eiDancipatioB ;  let  ui  not  eater,  for  the  first  time, 
upon  a  system  so  fiati^ht  with  danger,  without 
aome  such  great  juetimible  motiTe ;  without  the 
certainty  at  accompUsfaiog  some  object  of  an 
importance  correspoodiog  with  the  sacrifice  we 
are  to  make, 

Mr.  KiNQ,  in  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  adver- 
ted to  the  delicacy  of  this  question ;  and  said  thai 
i^  io  approaching  ii,  he  could  diicover  any  dau' 

ET  of  the  present  proposition's  leading  to  that 
nd  of  connexion  which  was  appieheaded  by 
Hr>  Taot;p,  no  one  would  mora  eainestijf  depre- 
cate it  than  himself.  But,  be  said,  it  vas  the 
boast  of  this  natioa  that  it  had  the  reputation  of 


bavtog  been  the  first  to  begin  the  aboUiioa  of  tbe 
African  slave  trade ;  the  Conalitutiooal  nrovision 
having  reference  to  this  lubject,  ceitainly  looked 


forward  to  a  time  when  this  country  woold  be 
leady  to  use  its  best  endeavors  to  put  down  ibis 
iniquitous  traffic ;  and,  he  might  add,  there  was 
no  proiisian  in  the  Constitution  wbich  bad  been 
looked  to  with  more  general  approbation  than 
that  one.  The  example  of  ibis  couatty  had  ex- 
cited the  emulation  of  other  nations,  and  all  of 
them  having  any  connexion  with  this  trade,  ex- 
cept two,  baa  come  in-to  the  measures  for  its  ab- 
olition. Those  two  bad  taken  tiow  for  further 
consideration,  and  so  long  as  tbeit  decision  was 
suspended,  the  regulations  of  other  nations  wol 
be  inefficient;  an  entire  abolition  of  tbe  traffic 
■laves  would  never  be  effected  until  all  united 
tqpprcss  it.  It  seems  to  me,  said  Mr.  K.,  that  we 
are  bounU  by  our  own  principles,  and  the  promise 
We  have  held  out,  to  go  a  Utile  further,  if  we  cait, 
to  give  efitict  to  what  we  have  undertaken.  It 
Was  not  important,  he  thought,  in  doing  so^  whe- 
ther tbe  necessary  measures  commenced  with  us, 
or  were  entered  into  at  the  inriution  of  others. 
So  long,  however,  he  said,  aa  Spaia  and  Portu- 
gal permitted  tbia  trade,  and  so  long  as  anv  of 
our  own  people,  to  their  disgrace,  continued  to 
ytinue  it  undei  those  flags,  it  wa*  neeessary  to 


the  honor  and  the  interest  of  tbis  country  to  coo- 
cur  ia  any  proper  measures  for  its  suppression. 
He  could  not  perceive,  he  said,  how  such  a  meas- 
ure as  this  motion  looked  to,  could  lead  to  any 
such  entangling  connexion  as  had  been  appre- 
hended. What  was  proposed  was  an  honest  and 
moral  concert  lo  put  an  end  to  s  traffic  which  i* 
an  abomination  on  th»  earth.  He  had  no  idea 
of  its  autborizLo^  the  slightest  interference  with 
the  internal  affairs  of  other  nations,  or  ofatlow- 
in^  tbem  to  interfere  in  ours;  it  could,  in  his 
opiuiou,  only  redound  still  more  to  the  honor  of 
our  country.  An  arrangement  of  tbe  nature  sug- 
gested, he  ihooghl,  might  be  entered  into  without 
any  great  inconvenience,  and  wiifaoul  any  en* 
couragement  to  that  kind  of  connexion  of  inter- 
ests which  bad  been  very  justly  deprecated  ;  and 
it  was,  he  said,  if  practicable,  a  measure  which 
was  demanded  by  a  regard  for  the  morals  of  the 
coQuiry,  wbich  our  religion  itself  called  for.  rfor 
did  be  inink,  Mr.  K.  said,  that  it  was  a  sonnd  ob- 
jection, though  there  was  some  force  in  it,  thai 
the  proposition  originated  in  this  branch  of  the 
Qovernment,  and  not  with  the  Executive.  Any 
branch  of  the  Oovernmeni,  he  thought,  might 
express  an  opinion  on  any  national  qnealion  ;  the 
consiructipn  of  legislative  powers  was  not  so 
strict  as  to  forbid  it;  in  proof  of  which,  he  adver- 
ted to  the  practice  io  Bogland,  whence,  Mj.  K. 
said,  we  took  manv  of  our  political  idea^  where 
the  Parliament  often  expressed  its  opinion  on 
subjects  of  public  interest. 

Mr.  BuRBtLi.  made  some  additional  remarka, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Tboop,  and  said,  that  If  all  na- 
tions agreed  io  prohibiting  the  traffic,  it  might 
not  be  necessary  to  eater  into  any  compact  oo 
the  subject — it  would  in  time,  by  common  con- 
sent, become  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations.  What 
had  been  done,  lie  said,  to  put  down  the  practica, 
had  not  repressed  and  scarcely  mitigated  tbe 
evil.  The  aiminmion  of  the  number  of  naltoits 
which  still  permitted  the  trade  had  made  the  ob- 
j,ec(s  of  it  very  cheap  on  tba  coast  of  Africa,  and 
ibe  consequence  was  that  gf«at  numbers  of  the 
wretched  beings  were  crowded  into  small  ves- 
sels, and  the  evil  and  cruelly  were  rather  in- 
creased than  diminished.  To  cure  tbe  evil,  (he 
prohibition  must  be  sbsoluleaod  universal;  while 
It  was  partial,  it  must  be  ineffectual, 

Mr.  Cakfbei.1.,  without  being  prepared  for  a 
discussion  of  the  subject,  said  be  could  not  at 

E resent  see  the  propriety  of  adopting  a  resalution 
:om  which  no  good  could  result;  foe  we,  as  le- 
gislators, said  he,  cannot  enter  into  any  contract 
with  foieign  nations.  The  Executive  only,  he 
said,  was  the  proper  branch  of  tbe  Qovernment 
to  form  such  an  nrrangemeat,  and  if  it  had  been 
necessary,  he  presumed  the  Executive  woold 
have  done  so ;  but  it  would  be  useless,  and  there- 
fore improper,  for  the  Senate  to  act  on  the  sub- 
ject, because  they  could  not  act  with  effect.  It 
bad  been  ramarked,  howav«r,  ibst  the  expression 
of  an  opinion  by  the  Senate,  might  be  useTuI,  and 
tbat  thii  course  was  a  common  practice  with  the 
British  Parliament.  It  was  common,  he  knew, 
for  Parliament  to  address  humble  petitions  to  the 
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King  tbst  b«  woold  udm  ecrula  neatnres  to  be 
cieculed  ;  but  between  that  practice  and  oors 
there  wkB  bo  tamlogy.  Wheo  tbis  Congress 
acted,  Mr.  C.  sftid,  ibey  acted  effeeiuatly,  end  di4 
not  iDcl  ought  Dot  ever  tg  underiahe  what  they 
hare  not  power  to  carrf  iolo  effect.  There  was, 
perhaps,  but  a  siatfle  iosunce  or  a  departure  Troin 
this  practice  in  the  Senate,  when,  oa  ooe  oeca- 
sion,  tbey  recommended  loihe  SsecDtire  to  send 
a  Mioisier  to  a  foreign  QoverameDi.  Tbat  mea- 
■are  he  alwaf  s  disapproved,  and  be  wa«,  on  prio- 
eiple,  arerse  to  originating  hay  proptnitioo  in 
the  Senate]  which  their  CoDstiiuiioaal  poaters 
did  not  enable  them  to  conBUmmale.  Beeides 
this,  Mr.  C.  declared  his  UDwilliDgaeas  to  enter 
into  any  compact  whatever  with  any  foreign 
Power  to  regulate  our  own  conduct,  or  lo  carry 
our  laws  into  effect.  Two  nations  bad  thoughl 
proper  siili  to  permit  the  trade  alluded  to.  Wbal 
eompaci,  said  Mr.  C,  are  we  lo  form  with  olfaen, 
to  induce  tbeie  nations  to  foihid  iti    Are  we  to 


efuse,  are  we  to  attempt  to  force  them  by  anos 
to  do  so  i  Are  we.  be  asked,  prepared  to  risk  a 
war  for  tbis  object?  He  confoised  he  could  not 
■ee  to  what  other  resalt  the  proposllioa  leaded. 

Mr.  Bdkbill  Bgain  brieHy  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate, and  read  to  it  the  tenth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  ubeitt,  to  show  that  the  proposition  was  not  a 
novelty,  and  that  the  United  Stales  were  itpeci- 
fically  pledged  to  Qreat  Britain  to  use  "their 
beat  endearors"  lo  abolish  the  trade. 

Mr.  Taonp  replied  that,  in  the  very  provision 
referred  to.  the  Biecuiive  bad  centiously  and 
pointedly  aMtiined  fromeompromitting  the  conn- 
try  to  any  eonaezion  for  this  object— the  article 
of  the  treaty  stipulating  simpljr  that  each  party 
would,  with  good  faith,  carry  into  effect  its  own 
auiutee  on  the  subject  of  this  trade.  The  article, 
in  short,  eng^^  the  parties  lo  do  tb*t  which, 
Hr.  T.  Mid,  woald  hare  been  done  by  the  United 
Statea  withoai  any  such  sci^alatton. 

Mr.  KiRO  rose  to  enter  his  dissent  to  the  con- 
stmclion  given  by  Mr.  TaoDP  to  the  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent  which  had  been  quoted. 
Surely,  he  nid,  it  muld  be  much  more  offensire 
to  admit  that  we  would  tnter  inio  a  atipulatioD 
wuh  a  foreiga  OarerBinent  Co  carry  Dtw  own 
alatuies  into  eieeotion  within  our  own  territory, 
where  our  power  is  eoaipleie,  than  that  we  sbonM 
•DgsgB  in  a  concert  to  luppresi  a  paniouiar  trade 
on  the  high  seai.  He  would  enter  into  bo  soeh 
stipulation  with  any  Power  on  earth,  even  if  it 
bad  been  deemed  necessary;  but  in  this  case  it 
vasnoi.  Heibougbt  the  true  intentian  of  the 
arttcle  was,  ibat  the  parties  would  use  their  joint 
endearon  to  put  an  end  to  the  traffic.  [Mr.  K. 
then  proceeded  lo  remark  on  the  circumsiancEi 
of  the  eaie,  which  he  presumed  Mr.  Cahpbeli. 
had  referred  lo^  to  which  the  Senate  had  volun- 
teered its  opinion  no  a  certain  subject  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive; but  it  aiterwarda  appeared,  on  explana- 
tion, thai  Mr.  E.  and  Mr.  C.  bad  not  referred  to 
the  same  case.    Lest,  howerer,  injustice  ihould 


be  done  to  Mr.  K.'s  views  of  that  gnbjecl,  they 
ire  omitted.] 

Mr.  Campbell,  in  conclusion,  observed.  le- 
jpeciiog  the  stipnIatioD  of  the  Treaty  of  GnenL 
that  be  did  Bot  think  the  provision  was  intendea 

oblige  either  party  to  carry  its  own  statatea 

LO  execution.  He  presumed  it  was  introduced 
merely  because  the  subject  was  at  that  time  freah 

Great  Britain,  and  that  country  fell  anxiotii 

have  it  introduced   into  the  treaty  to  give  to 

that   instrument   some   popularity.    There   waa 

biag  additional  to  be  done  in  pursuance  of  the 

provision,  and  be  viewed  it  simply  as  an  ezpres- 

'  )a  of  the  pre-existing  disposition  of  the  parties 

put  down  the  trade  entirely. 

A  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  CaIipbeij> 
to  postpone  the  resolution  for  further  conaideni- 
tion,  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  without  objee- 

The  tSenaie  adjourned  to  Monday  motning. 

Mom  DAT,  Janaary  fi. 

William  Huhth,  from  the  State  of  Rhoda 
Island  and  Prorideaoe  PlaktatioBB,  arrived  iIm 
3d  last  ant,  and  attended  tbis  day. 

A  message  from  ihe  Honse  of  RepreMOiatiT«a 
iaformed  the  Senate  that  the  Home  have  paned 
B  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  ef  John  An- 
derson ;  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  net  in  addit(M 
to  an  aot,  entitled  'An  act  foe  the  relief  of  John 
TbompaoD ;"  in  which  bills  they  reqneU  the  m»- 
ettrrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bills  last  mentioned  wera  read,  and  eera- 
rally  paeeed  lo  the  Mcond  raading. 

Ob  aotioa  by  Mr.  Wilbmi,  the  bill  ontitM 
"An  act  for  the  teliti  of  Johi  Andenoa,"  wM 
read  the  second  time,  by  UBBUimotta  oonaant,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thomp- 
son," was  also  read  the  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous eonsent,  on  motion  by  Mr.  WiLaoit;  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  Pa&aiDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  trana- 
mitting  a  copy  of  the  Army  Register  of  this  dat& 
for  each  member,  conformably  to  ■  leaolution  of 
the  Senate  of  December  15th,  1815}  and  ihelet- 

The  FsBSiDGHT  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  ihe  same  department,  compi*- 
bending  stnemeats  of  the  expenditure  and  appli- 
cation of  all  such  sums  of  money  as  have  been 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  from  ihe  Isl  of  October,  1816,  to  the  aOth 
September,  1817,  inclusive,  conformably  to  "An 
act  fnrihtt  to  amend  the  several  acts  ior  ibe  ear 
tiblishmeat  and  regulation  of  Ihe  Treasury,  War, 
■nd  Nary  Departments,"  passed  Ibe  3d  March, 
1B09  i  and  the  report  was  read. 

He  also  communicated  another  report  of  the 
Secretary  fur  the  same  depariment,  comprehend- 
ing an  account  of  moneys  transferred  during  the 
leceas  of  Congress,  from  one  specific  appropria^ 
tion  to  another,  by  auiborily  of  the  President  of 
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tite  United  Buiet,  id  the  year  1817,  ihowisg  att 
its  applickiioD,  iigreeably  to  the  Erst  seciioo  of 
tb«  afoTesaid  act ;  aad  the  nrport  was  read. 

Mr.  Stoker  called  ap  the  memoiiat  or  the 
neicbaDls  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  and 
its  vicinitv,  prating  compensation  for  the  spolia- 
tioQs  of  French  cruisers,  presented  at  the  last 
aetsion ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  lefer- 
led  to  the  Comiuitiee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  AsBKCH  presented  the  peiiiioD  of  sundry 
•jnhabitanls  of  the  towns  of  Sheffield,  Great  Bar- 
ringtoo,  and  West  Stockbridge,  in  the  Commoa* 
^realth  of  Massac huieits,  and  the  towDs  of  Ca- 
naan, Chatham  and  Nassau,  in  the  Slate  of  New 
Tork,  praying  a  post  route,  for  reasons  stated  in 
the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  leTerred  (o  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  31st  December,  for  instrociiog  the 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  eommitlee  of  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  at  Baliimore,  to  inquiie  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  taws  on  the  aubjeet 
of  the  African  slave  trade ;  and  the  further  eon- 
aideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  MondaT  D*it 

The  Senste  resumed  the  consideration  of  iba 
motion  of  the  2d  insuat,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  cxp«- 
diency  of  amending  the  several  laws  relative  to 
the  sale  of  public  lands,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coosideralioo  of  the 
leport  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Haffield  While ;  and,  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  reaolntion,  reported  ■■  CdIIows  ; 

"  That  a  triU  be  reported,  aUowinK  Haffisld  White 
dta  aom  ef  two  hnndred  end  flftr  doUars,  in  fUl  of  all 
Ui  daim  on  Ibe  United  States." 

It  wta  detennioed  in  the  negitive. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Weaver  Beonet,  and  the  further  coosid- 
cratioD  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday 
in  Febraary  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Edwards  and 
John  Q.  Slubba,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
paved. 

•  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Miller,"  and  the  fnr- 
Iher  GODsideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
the  first  Monday  in  Febniary  next. 

Mr.  MoBRov,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnblic 
Lands,  to  vhom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joet  Barwood,"  reported 
it  with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Aikman,"  reported  it  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Hr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of  Joel  Rivers. 


noade  report,  together  with  the  following  Mwdo- 


nance,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  State  of 
Indiana  three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  sria- 
iny  from  the  sales  of  the  United  Slates'  laodi 
within  ibe  same)  and  ibe  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GAnmLL,  from  the  tame  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
allow  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  merchandise, 
transported  by  land  conveyance  from  Bristol  to 
Boston,  and  from  Boston  to  Bristol,  in  like  maii> 
Der  as  tf  the  same  were  transported  coastwise: 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pissed  to  the  second 

Mr.lloBEHTa,  from  the  Committee  of  Clairas, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edmuna 
Dana,  made  report,  together  with  the  following 
resolution : 

Betolvtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitfonei  is  tw 
resunable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  weie  read. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  remit  the  doty  oc  a  painting  pre- 
sented to  tbe  Pennsylvania  Hospital,"  reported 
it  without  amendmeht. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peiitinn  of  Joaeph 
W.  Page,  praying  compensation  for  certain  ser* 
vices  in  procuring  evidence  of  the  violation  of 
the  embargo  law,  as  staled  in  tbe  petition  \  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of 
Claims, 

Mf.  Bppm  presented  tbe  memorial  of  Natban- 
iel  Cutting,  prajring  the  grant  of  a  tract  nf  land 
in  the  reservation  of  military  bounty  tandi,  in 
consideration  of  his  Long  end  faithful  public  sec- 
vices;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refermd 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


TuaaDAT,  January  6. 

Mr.  WiLuaMa,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Oom- 
mittea  on  Military  ASure,  to  wnom  wae  refemd 
tbe  petition  of  John  Biee,  made  report,  together 
with  the  following  reeolaiion : 

Saahtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitiHier  onght 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  rfsolation  were  read. 

Mr.  Rdoolbb  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  coniideration : 

Ruohed,  That  tbe  Committaa  on  Public  Land*  be 
inatructad  to  inquire  whether  any,  snd  if  anji  what 
alterations  are  neeesaary  in  the  laws  relative  to  aee- 


tion  No,  S9,  reaerrsd  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  im 
the  Ohio  Company's  and  John  Otevs  Symmes'e  pur- 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Kmo,  leave  was  given  to 
withdraw  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
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and  Commoa  CoaiwU,  <A  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  Uie  TeimbanemeDt  of  aertain  ■ami  ad* 
naced,  and  expeoded  in  tba  dvfaace  of  the  thiid 
military  di*ttlci,  with  ik«  aceonpanrioff  daea< 
mesU,  presented  ai  tlie  fint  tesiion  of  the  foor- 
teenlb  CoDgrew. ' 

On  motion  bf  Mr.  Mouill,  it  wa«  agreed  to 
reeoDsider  the  vote  on  paisiog  to  a  third  reading 
Ibe  bill  for  the  rdicf  of  Silas  Willard ;  and,  on 
motion  hy  Mr.  Fiex:,  that  it  be  recomraitied  lo 
lb«  Committee  of  CiaimB,  with  imttroclion*  to 
re^rt  a  bill,  diicbargiag  tbe  said  Willard  from 
bis  Mid  recognizance  on  hii  pafiog,  for  the  uie 
of  the  (Tnited  Stale^  fire  handred  doUara,  and 
the  costs  already  arisen  in  said  prosecaiion,  it 
wan  determined  in  the  negative;  and,  on  the 
qaetliop,  "  Sbalt  ibis  bill  be  engroieed  and  read  a 
third  limel"  it  was  determined  in  tbe  negaiive. 

Tbe  Senate  leiumed  the  eoDsideralion  of  the 
[eport  of  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  the 
petition  of  Joel  BiTers,  and  in  coacunence  there- 
with, resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Beaaie  resumed  the  coosideraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Edmund  Dana,  and  the  further  consider' 
ation  thereof  was  postponed  nntil 


Indi 


The  bill  to  provide  for  paying,  to  the  8l 

three  pA  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  aris- 


ing from  the  sales  of  the  United   States'  lands 
within  tbe  same,  was  read  the  second  time. 
The  bill  to  allow  the  benefit  of  drawback 


tol,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  same  were  traiu- 
poried  coastwise,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill,  entitled  "Aq 
net  in  addition  to  'An  act  making  appropriation 
for  repaiiiog  certain  roads  therein  described,** 
and  the  further  consideration  (hereof  was  post- 
poned ,00  til  Monday  nest. 

The'  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joel  Earwood,"  together  with 
the  amcodmeats  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publie  uinds;  and  ike  ameiidiBnits 
having  been  agietd  to,  the  FbmiMr  rtpoeied 
thebiQ  to  the  Honaaiceot^iiglr ;  awl  theamnd- 
nenta  having  been  eoaeiireed  in.  ihejr  wet«  or- 
deiad  to  be  engtoeaid,  and  the  bill  waa  raw!  a 
third  time,  aa  amendad. 

The  Senate  reMnaed,  aa  in  CommitiM  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  conriileratian  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  tbe  relief  of  Samuel  Aikman,"  together 
with  the  amendmeDi  reported  thereto  by  the 
Commiuee  on  PaUic  Land*;  aod  the  amend- 
ment hsTing  been  agreed  to,  tbe  PttsawBifT  re* 
ported  ihe  bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and 
the  amendment  having  been  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  tbe  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  ss  amended. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  conaideration  of  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  remit  the  donr  on  a  painting  presented  to 
tbe  Pennsylvania  Hospital ;"  and  no  amendment 


portea  Ihe  bill  to  the  House,  and  It  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

WsoKaaoAT,  January  7. 

RoBGaT  M.  OoLnanoRonoH,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  arrived  the  6tb  instant,  and  resumed 
bis  seat  in  the  Senate  this  day. 

The  PftEBiDEHT  eommunieated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Navy  Department,  comprehend- 
ing a  statement  of  the  expenditure  and  api^ien- 
tion  of  aaoneys  drawn  from  the  Treaaurr  on  ac- 
count of  ihe  Navy  Department,  from  the  let  of 
October,  1816,  to  the  30lh  c^  September,  1817, 
inclusive,  conformably  to  "  An  act  further  to 
amend  tbe  several  acts  for  Ihe  establishment  and 
regulation  of  tbe  Treainry,  War,  and  Navy  De- 
parlmeois,**  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1809;  and 
Ihe  report  was  read. 

He  alao  eommanieated  another  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  tbe  same  Department,  comprehend- 
ing a  ctatemeni  of  Ihe  oontracl*  made  by  the 
Commissioners   of  tbe   Navy   during  tbe   year 

'""- '  -'■-     "   ■■ '        -  of  the  3d 

to  amaod 

the  several  sets  for  Ihe  establishment  and  r^u- 
laiien  of  tbe  Treasury,  War,  and  Nary  Depart- 
ments;" and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  RoBBUTa,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Wioslow  and  Heo^  Lewis," 
reported  it  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Ur.  RoBBXTa,  from  the  Commiuee  of  Claima, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Ezeobeck,  made  report,  together  with  ihe  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Saohed,  That  the  petitiener  have  have  to  with- 
draw ht>  petititm. 

The  report  and  tetolotion  were  read. 

Mr.  Tboof  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Troup  and  otheia,  inbafaitaots  of  the  town  of 
Dariea,  praying  that  said  town  may  be  made  a 
portof  entry,  for  reaaona  stated  in  the  memoiial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
OD  Camnterce  and  Mannfitctnraa. 

Mr.  OoLDBBOBOoaH  presented  tbe  petition  <rf 
William  Lormaa  and  othera.  inhabitmnta  of  Ba)- 
timorc,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  system 
of  bankruBlGjr,  for  reaaoni  stated  in  the  manw 
rial ;  which  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  QoLDanoBonsB  also  preaented  the  memo- 
rialofWilliamLorman  and  others, merchants,  tni- 
dera,  and  mannlaeturers,  of  Ihe  city  of  Baltimore, 
prapog  the  adoption  of  some  fortbei  measures 
to  usure  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  paf'iV 
an  ad  valorem  duty;  and  alao  the  imposition  01 
a  duty  upon  all  sales,  by  auciiooeers,  of  dry 
goods,  except  euch  as  belong  to  tbe  esutes  of  de- 
ceased peraona,  or  insolvent^  for  reasons  stated  ia 
the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufaoturei. 

Mr.  Lacook  preaenled  the  petition  of  Keas 
Hill,  praying  to  be  retmbarsed  a  sum  of  money 
advanced  by  him,  on  publio  account,  while  com- 
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mt-adioa  a.  detachmeni  of  miliiw  id  tbe  lerTJee 
of  the  Vaiui  States,  during  (he  yat  1813,  aa 
itaied  in  the  peiiiion ;  which  wai  r«ad,  aad  le- 
htrei  to  the  CommJtiee  of  CUima. 

Mr.  WiLuikMB,  of  Tennessee,  from  tbe  Cam- 
millee  on  Military  ASair^  to  whom  was  referred 
tbe  petiiioD  of  John  Hebbert  aad  others,  made 
report,  together  with  the  followiag  reioluiioii : 

Rttoleed,  That  the  patitionani  have  Uave  to  with- 
diaw  their  petitioD. 

The  report  and  reeolution  were  read. 

Oa  motion  hy  Mr.  Noblb,  the  Conmiltee  oa 
Pensians,  to  wbom  wat  referred,  on  tbe  22d  De- 
oefflber,  the  peiliion  of  Thomas  Robinaon  and 
others,  s  committee  ia  behalf  of  (be  surTiviog 
officers  and  soldiers  of  ibe  Peansvlvaaia  line  oi 
the  RerolutioDSiy  Amy,  were  discharged  from 
tbe  further  coosideralion  thereof,  aod  it  was  re- 
tened  to  the  Commillee  on  MillMry  Affairs. 

Mr.  RoHBTi,  from  tbe  Cotnmiiiee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  waaiefened  tbe  peciiioDof  Jobo  Brown, 
made  report,  together  with  the  fallowing  resolu- 

tiOD! 

JUiobed,  That  tbe  pr^er  of  tbe  petttlonar  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Tbe  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait  soboitted  the  following  motion  fur 
eoDsideraiioD : 

Saoked,  That  the  Freiidsnt  of  the  United  StatM 
be  raqneste^  to  cansa  te  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
proceedings  which  may  have  been  had  onder  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  br  the  gradual  inereaM  of  the  Navy 
of  the  17nited  State* ;"  spedfying  the  nnmber  of  ahtpe 
fnt  on  the  stock*,  and  of  wlut  titm,  and  tbe  quan- 
titj  and  kind  of  maleriab  procured  tot  riiip^iBifaliDg. 
Am  aieo,  the  «nnw  of  money  which  inaj  ha*e  bevi 
paid  ont  of  tbe  (tod  cieated  by  said  act,  andfbe  what 
^ecta ;  and  likewiae  the  contiacU  wliidi  naj  ha*a 
bean  entered  into,  in  execniion  of  the  act  aforeeaid, 
on  wUcb  moneys  may  not  yet  bafe  been  adTaoced. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  peiiLioos  of  William 
Puree!  and  Martin  Rose,  made  report,  together 
with  tbe  folloviog  leaolniioD: 

Sctoiotd,  That  the  patkiMere  bm  tean  to  with> 


Tba  report  and  (csolncion  were  read. 

Tbe  Seanie  reantued  the  coD^ideraiion  of  the 
motioa,  of  tbe  Slh  instant,  for  instructing  tbe 
Committee  on  PaUio  Lands  to  make  inqniif  re- 
lative to  seciioD  No.  29,  in  the  Ohio  Compnay's 
and  John  Clere  Symmet's  pnrehase;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eoosideratioB  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
ofBdmuad  Daaa;  and  in  concorreooe  therewith 
reaoWed,  that  tbe  prayer  of  the  peiiiioa  is  unrea- 
tonebte,  and  ought  nut  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  reenmed  tbe  cousideraliou  of  Ibe 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiaita,  on 
Ibe  petition  of  John  Rice;  and  in  concurrence 
therewith  lesolrcd,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  not  to  be  graiklsd. 

Mr.  Caupbbll  submilied  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 


JteMolet^  That  tbe  ConnlUee  on  Mffitary  A&irs 
be  instniclad  to  inqnire  into  lb«  axpedlMicy  of  re- 
qoiriog  by  law  the  nODiDBlioB  of  agaM*  to  Indian 
tabes,  to  be  sabmiHed  to  the  Senate  far  their  eonsent 
snd  ap^bation,  in  like  maaaar  as  t^  noninatioa  of 
other  imeetm  now  are. 

The  amendments  to  the  hill,  entitled  "  An  act 
far  the  relief  of  Joel  Earwood,"  having  been  re- 

Carted  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
ill  was  read  a  third  time  aa  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  amendment  lo  ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Samnel  Aikmin,"  having  been 
iepotte<l  by  the  commillee  correctly  engrossed. 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  ana 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  remit  the  duty  db 
a  painting  presented  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pilsl,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed, 

Tbe  Seante  resumed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provids 
for  paying  to  the  Slate  of  Indiana  three  percent, 
of  the  nei  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  the 
United  Slates  lands  witbin  tbe  same;  snd  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pas- 
BioENT  reported  it  lo  the  House;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  Ibird  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Qommittee  of  iba 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  allow  tbe 
benefit  of  drawback  on  merchandise  transported 
by  land  conveyance  from  Bristol  to  Bosion,  and 
from  Bosion  lo  Bristol,  in  like  manner  as  if  ibo 
same  were  transported  coastwise;  and  no  amend- 
ment haviog  been  made  thereto,  (he  PassiDEirr 
reported  it  to  the  House  ;  and  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime. 

MANDFAOTDKES. 

On  moiioQ  by  Mr.  SAHroan,  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  the  inbabitanis  of  Oneida  county,  in 
ibe  Stale  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  encouraging 
mauufaciures,  pieseated  ihe  22d  December,  was 
ordered  to  be  primed  for  the  uie  of  the  Senate. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 


MMtatitf  oftkt  IMted  MOe*  o/JMtriia  n 


Tfaa  petituHi  of  dM  inbaUtaats  of  the  ooUBty  ef 
Onei^  In  tbt  Stale  of  New  York,  as  woU  muufta- 
buns  as  othan,  raapeotfltUy  shnweth,  that  Ihe  aboiaa 
county  cootaine  a  greatar  Buabar  of  msnnfartoriag 
satabliahBetitB,  of  cotton  and  weiJlen,  than  any  coun- 
ty in  Ihe  State,  there  being  inraated  in  said  establialh 
nunU  at  leaal  «eOa,000. 

That,  aldwngh  the  ntmoit  afiets  have  bean  nada 
by  the  praptietors  to  analaia  thoaa  cstaUisbmanta,  Ibait 
efibrts  have  proved  fruidfla.  and  mora  diaa  thia^ 
fonitbs  of  the  &el«ries  lemain  necessarily  dosed,  aooM 
of  the  proprietois  being  wholly  niinet^  anil  othe)* 
struggling  under  the  gtealaat  embarraSsiDeota. 

In  this  alarming  sitastion,  we  beg  ksave  to  make  S 
last  appeal  to  tbe  Congress  of  the  United  Stalaa. 
While  we  tnske  this  appral,  Ihe  ]»eaettt  ciiiia,  the  ea- 
tensive  embarrasaments  in  most  of  Ihe  great  depert* 
manta  of  industry,  s>  well  as  the  pecnliar  difficulty  in 
aflbr^g  immediate  rdief  to  naDnfactures,  are  folly 
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iMlierathat _ 

•u  iudifieient  apectator  of  the  w ii]«-aptB«J  riUB  of  tlwir 
Ukiv-citia«M,  uid  ktok  on  and  m«  •  iTMt  hnnth  »f 
indiMti7,  of  Iba  ntoiMt  impoitMiee  in  arerj  conuiH- 
nitj,  pmatraUd  snder  cuoibuImich  fitUl  to  all  ftiUn 
■ItempU  it  leriTsl,  wilhoat  ■  fnttlur  afibrt  f»  rBUe£ 
Wa  conid  not  migni^  the  lubjec^  whidi  w«  now  pro- 
sent  to  Congreoib^ond  it*  jiut  norita,  when  wo  Mslo 
it  to  be  Doe  of  the  BlnoM  ivportuica  la  Iha  fotnra  in- 
tenito  ud  welfare  of  tba  United  Stale*. 

Baftfo  we  proeecd  finlber,  and  at  the  -ntj  tluedi- 
old,  we  diedeim  all  LegialatiTe  patronare  or  fever  to 
sn7  particnlai  oUm  or  biandi  of  indnetiy  at  the  ei- 
peaaeofthe  other  claaMi  in  Ihecoeiainni^.  We  eak 
of  Caqgreaa  the  adoption  of  no  meMOTO,  for  the  relief 
of  vanobdnTaa,  wnick  ia  not  deemaJ  ooniielBDt  with 
•ennd  national  wdicj,  and  the  beat  iatenat*  of  the 
United  Stale*  at  Urge.  But  if  a  ooi^iianoe  wiA  ow 
pr^ere  be  the  dictkta  of  wiedon,  and  l>r  the  pabUe 
good  ;  if  onr  application  be  joatiAed  \ij  the  example* 
of  all  wiae  and  jiatriotic  8t*t«i ;  if  no  Oa*enim*nt  of 
modem  Gnrope  ia  ao  ihortaighted,  or  i-agardl***,  of  ita 
dntiee,  aa  not  to  conitantlf  watch  onr  and  jUld  a 
■t«adj  and  protecting  mppoil  to  the  mtnn&ctiuen  of 
the  State,  w«  humUj  hope  tbia  appeal  In  behalf  of 
American  mannfactnre*  will  not  be  made  in  vain. 

That  clothing-  tea  ow  dtiieDa  in  peace,  and  9«t 
Arm  J  and  Na«7  in  w«r,  are  indiapeuaabla ;  and  that 
the  neceeaw;  aupplj  ahoald  be  independaot  of  foreitn 
netioDi,  ate  poaiiiop*  that  will  be  contioTertad  b;  none. 
The  hat  wu  aAbrded  moel  lamentable  proof;  joni 
•oldiera,  eipoaod  U>  the  iactemenciee  of  a  Northam 
climate,  were  et  timea  Jbiind  fighting  in  their  lanlca 
dmoet  neked.  It  will  not  eeeape  ofaaenatioD,  that  b»- 
tional  coUiMon  and  boelilitj  ar*  moat  likelj  to  ariae 
with  that  Mtian  from  wham  our  lupidie*  ue  piinci- 
pall;  derived,  and  that  the  opeiationi  of  war  muat  he 
proeccnted  on  the  ocean ;  hence,  regalar  eonpliea  h^ 
ing  cat  aS,  amuggling,  noLatioiui  of  law,  with  all  the 
eoncomitent  eiila  ejperieaced  in  the  lale  war,  are  the 
caTtain  coneequencei.  The  aame  diagncefiil  aconat 
■re  to  be  acted  over  agtin,  to  the  dorp  reproach  of  the 
eoantiy.  If  the  preieot  mann&etoiiee  are  anlbred  to 
fall,  the  Ooiammant  will  look  in  Tain  for  mean*  to 
•rnt  tlioee  ealamitiea.  Sorraonded  with  man;  em- 
beTTaaamenta,  Gonmnient,  daring  the  war,  uw  fit  to 
•neoorage  mannfactnriDg  eatablUhmenta ;  and  thoae 
who  enbwked  thelt  capital,  ft  ia  hambt;  conceived, 
were  werrented  in  the  expectation  of  inch  continuing 
rappoit  rfOoremment  aa  ahonid  proteot  their  iotereM 
agmnat  that  fcrdgn  rivalihlp  and  hoatilitj  which  b 
now  operoting  to  their  rain.  Thaj  had  a  righ^  aa 
thaj  conceiTo,  to  expect  thla  from  what  the  Gorem- 
ment  owed  to  iteelf,  and  to  the  independence  and  beat 
intereeta  of  the  conntiy,  aa  well  ee  from  the  example 
of  other  nation*  in  like  drcnniataneea. 

In  reiMwiDg  Um  dieooe^tn*  on  tbia  great  ^neetlen, 
TWi  pelitionara  &el  themselvee  jnatiled  in  eejing, 
Uwt  Iha  qnaatiao  baa  not  be«n  at  aU  tlmee  fUriy  met 
«a  ita  InM  merit*;  We  have  been  eoaalnined  to 
witneee  ebrm  ■oanded,  a*  thongh  a  new  principle  waa 
In  be  intradnoed,  and  the  country  now,  fci  the  ftnt 
tine,  tued  far  the  mere  benefit  of  mannfaeloHea. 
What  can  be  mere  untrne  and  OQJnat  *  We  need  not 
remind  the  hMMtebU  ItM  Congreaa  of  the  United 
Btalaa  of  what  i*  known  to  all,  that,  Sam  Iho  imt  «•- 
tabliahment  of  tlM  QotatnswDt,  apacial  Mffacd  ha* 
been  had,  in  Injrivc  iwi<Wta  Md  tiM*.  la  Um  pr»M^ 


lieaouimpartadartioUamuugin'aanMlilieb.  A. , 

the  iuiS,  in  fnteoUnc  mumbetoN*^  Im*  been  rapi*. 
•antod  M  tMing  the  fanner  and  plantar  far  die  beaeit 
of  the  mannfacMier;  and,  heooe,  attempte  he**  b*«a 
made  to  eicil*  popnlai  piqndie*  again*t  lb«  l*tt«r. 
We  need  not  dwell  on  thie  lopio,  in  ahowing  bow  nn* 
jnat  In  indindaab  and  ituonoM  lo  the  ooonlij  lb* 
eherge  ia.  Ae  it  tvepeda  tha  maanfactoring  dietriota 
of  the  United  Stalaa,  ^ere  ia  no  diatinel  daaa  of  nwn- 
nfactwere,  no  Mparation  of  the  manafaetam  and 
farmer;  it  i*  the  farmer  himaalf  who  ia  tha  mawrihr- 
tnnr  i  he  invcata  hi*  money  in  mannfhetiuiiig  ttaek. 
With  Ih*  exception  of  a  law  fadoriea,  in  or  near  tba 
great  towna,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  maoafactnriag 
alock  will  be  fonnd  in  the  hand*  of  the  faraer. 

Between  different  dtitricta  o 
taring  and  the  other  no^  a  different  qneetion  a 
which  reeolree  itself  into  a  mere  equelity  or  apymtiw- 
mant  of  tax**  an  the  difienot  perteof  tneUniani  aal 
hare  it  will  ha  a*an,  on  a  view  of  the  whtria  ^etOM  af 
impoat  and  taxee,  that  noiiywtice  iadone,aathamaa- 
nbfturing  dialiicla  haie,  and  atill  do,  coBtittata  their 
foil  proportion  to  tha  public  Treaaniy.  Of  thaintanial 
taxea,  it  wilt  upear  that  they  have  paid  an  amooat 
grealij  b«;aod  the  numerical  alandard  *r  rale  af  a^ 
poHinoneat  praaeiibed  bj  tha  Conatitalioa.  The  fa*t 
la  not  here  mantieoad  far  the  pvpoa*  of  fwmplaini, 
but  lo  ahow  how  falladou*  it  ia  to  aeleot  tha  da^  aa  a 
paitiealaT  artide,  to  eettle  th*  qaeatioa  at  aqnalitr  ir 


i*  believed  to  b*  the  caaawith  a 
tiea,  and  amioently  ao  ia  aoae  '■-'ti-ti  WeM  (he 
OoTonment  to  procaad  audi  hnhar  thaai*  aov  oai^ 
tamplatad,  and  bealow  premium*  far  Iha  encDnnw*- 
mant  of  particular  brancbaa  of  iadnaliy,  esaa^laa  ta 
juatify  the  maaanre  would  be  bnnd  in  tba  wieeat  and 
beet  admiaiatarad  Govanunaata.  While  tba  pr  '  ' 
in  the  Canalit&tioa,  probibitinK  any  ^*>9  aa  e 
favw*  the  great  at^le  pmdnotiena  of  the  Boath,  n  w 
jnrei  the  domattic  manofactnrer,  and  ia  anhviraiva  of 
the  great  principle  adeplad  \tf  autft  aatiaasta  taatmia 
the  export  of  the  raw  materiu  neoaaaaij  ia  aMBafaa> 
ture*.  But  neither  of  tbia  proiiaian  do  jonr  p*lil'w 
an  complaiD. 

W*  hop«  to  find  axcuea  ia  the  ia^Mlaaea  of  ibe 
■ubjecl.Cu  aubmitting  to  thaconndtratiM  of  Coogiea* 
the  following  priociplee  of  political  eooaanu'i  whiob 
have  been  ailaptad  by  the  moot  ealightaitoa  GovMa- 
ment^  and  are  deemad  not  altogether  iaa^diaBbla  to 
the  Unilod  States  : 

That  tha  pnbiia  good  teqaima  of  OeiTamnNnt  ta 
rartraia,  \^  dutiafc  the  iiapatUlion  of  arlklaa  which 
BM^  be  piaduoed  at  boBM,  MMl  to  mannfadaia  a*  maob 
aa  paaaible  af  tba  raw  malarial  of  the  aoonuy. 

thatlhabnaaheaafindatfr7par4it  ■    ■       - 
or  naefiil  to  ttie  independence  of  the  c> 
to  ha  we«nnHWid  by  QBTeramaat 

That  Iha  MM  diaadvaatagaoae  oommMo*.  ii  that 
wbkfa  «(haacM  the  raw  maurtal  im  manafcetaia* 

Thalanp  aaliaa  who  dwuld  open  im  ^oiIb  ta  aUfa*- 
eign  importationa,  withoal  a  raeapaooal  ^^ag^  woaU 
eeaw  ha  tniaed  bj  tha  beJanee  of  trafc. 

Tha  stittcp«f  Otaat  Baitaia,  in  avport  of  which,  Ma 
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mill  teweiar  Uoodj ;  BO  azpiaa^  kowanr  anonniras, 
•n  too  gntt  >  ncnAoa,  ongfat  nvror  to  ba  Icat  n^t  of 
by  the  United  8tat«^  That  umtion  aMraniM  to  gun- 
o&elara  fbr  >U  natiMU,  but  will  reealra  the  mana&o- 
m««  of  none.  Bo  tanumw,  ao  jaalooa  ia  aha  oT  tlia 
<nt  darning*  of  muiiibctwa*  daawhan,  that  ah* 
bind*  eren  tba  handa  of  buown  coieaiala.  Thojoal- 
•0*7  of  PailiaoMiit  wu  oxdtcd,  naarif  •  ccdIoit  ago, 
b;  tho  petty  hat  mannfactwr  of  Maiaadiaaattai  a>d 
an  Mt  of  FarliamaKt  actuallj  piaaad,  in  the  nign  of 
Goofga  th«  Boe^id,  prohibiting  Uw  araetion  of  (or- 
nacca,  in  Briliah  Amarica,  te  ditllDg  irao. 

The  graat  Chathan,   the  laatt  hoatila   to  Biitiah 


Howe  of  Lorda,  an  tha  addrea«  totbaThiDnB,inl770, 
aipmaed  hia  DUiMt  aUim  at  tha  firat  efibrta  at  man* 
u&etuiea  in  America. 

Mr.  Bnm^am,  a  diatiogniahad  member  of  the  Brit- 
kh  Parliament,  raeentij  declared,  in  hia  place,  that  it 
fraa  wall  worth  whOe,  at  the  cloae  of  the  late  war,  to 
iflCDT  a  loaa  en  the  aiportation  to  the  United  Btalai, 
i«  order  to  itifle  in  tlie  cradle  our  riaing  manuftclnrea. 


MtabHahmonta,  the  improred  machinery,  and  Iha  akiH 
«f  the  Biitiah  manafactnrar,  protected,  aa  he  alwaji  ia, 
Inr  iba  Ooreniinent,  an  conaideTed,  it  ooght  not  to  ei- 
eito  aitfpriM  that  the  Ameiiean  mannfacturer,  withoot 
Ae  Mlpport  of  Ua  GorammeDl,  la  Ibund  nnaqnal  to 
"■"     — ■ — '     Bot,  yielding  lo  mianfu — ' 


■Ua  aoppert  in  tbair  iniancy,  tha  Gonnimeat  will,  a 


agtinit  IbiMgn  ooatpatition  and  hoftility,  and,  *t  the 
MM*  time,  laaka  ample  retumi  to  the  nation  6>i  ita 
prMooting  kindnaaa. 

It  waa  the  opnion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Ibrmar  8«cre- 
nxy  at  the  Treaanry  of  the  United  Statea,  aa  well  w 
il  Sir  Jamea  Stewart,  that  no  new  manu&ctory  can 
be  artaUiabed,  in  Uie  praaenl  alale  of  tlie  worli^  with* 
««t  encowagement  from  Government. 

It  coat  the  Bngliah  Partiainient  a  atmggle  of  bi^ 
jeara,  conunondng  in  tha  roign  of  Eidward  the  Third,  to 
get  the  bettor  of  die  eeiaUiahed  mannfacturea  of  Flan- 
den.  It  il  beliered  that  mtieh  leaa  encooragement 
freei  Oveminent  would  place  the  meaobeturea  of 
Ae  United  Btalea  en  ■  aecDra  fbnndation.  While  tha 
wiilen  of  thet  naliM  aM  aean  lo  highly  commend  the 


■rind^  of  Adam  Smit^  that  indoatn  ooght  to  ba 
Ml  to  mutoe  te  own  conra^  witbonl  tha  iatazi 
of  the  Legiriatnta,  tha  Gonnunent  bet,  at  ad 
^  ondcr  erety  vidaaitiid*,  tnmed  a  deaf  ear  lo  the 
Iwiln,  aa  though  it  wwa  intended  for  ether  netiona, 
•Dd  carried  legialad**  regnlstioua  into  eran  depart- 
mnX  and  STasM  of  induatry.  The  Britiah  itatute 
beek  gcoena  under  thoaa  regolatioBa.    Tha  poli^  of 

ibaOoianBentba*pn*adtiinmph~'    ' *-'' 

wealth  flawed  in  upon  the  nation 
^id  eontiol  oTor  other  nationa  nen 
■nd  ao  long  enjoyed  by  any  peopli 

Bet  let  ,  . 

■anniMtana  ia  now  prupoaad  lo  be 
Ae  United  Btnte*.  WawooUl 
iBgOBrnewatotbaniwnn&ictorieB  already  aatabliahod; 
to  e»*e  tbeeo,  which  have  not  already  Ulan,  freu  die 
nln  whieb  Ibiaatana  them. 

AAai  all  that  ibo  praaant  mann&etwie*  can  aopplyi 


ia  befiered,  eqnal,  if  not  ezceeding  the  meana  of  the 
country  to  pay  for.  That  importation,  let  it  be  re- 
Beubered,  wUI  be  moitly  from  a  country  whicb 
■hut*  her  porta  egainal  llu  prodnctione  of  the  United 
id  keepa  them  to,  nnlcae  the  naceantiea  of 
bie  mannbcloriea,  or  honger  and  wdition  open*  them ; 
and  Iben  tha  fttal  anapenaion  often  provea,  as  the  ex- 
perionoe  of  the  ill-iated  ahlppera  of  breadatnSa,  the 
pceaant  year,  will  attoit,  ■  toere  Aeear  to  ruin.  Lord 
AeOeld,  in  the  year  I7S8,  declared  that,  eioept  in 
time  of  war,  Uiere  nerer  waa  a  market  for  American 
wheat  in  Great  Britain,  exceeding  diree  or  foor  year* 
in  tha  whole. 

There  waa  a  time  when  the  balance  of  trade,  belie*od 
.  both  conntriea  to  bo  generally  againat  the  United 
Statea,  waa,  in  aone  d^ree,  aatiafied  or  counter-hal- 
'  by  a  fkTorabIa  ttade  with  the  Weet  Indiee  ;  but 
at  ehaoge  of  polin  in  lbs  Btitieh  eooncile  haa 
cut  off  (hat  reaontce,  Bad  the  parent  State  preitn  ex- 
poeiog  her  colanjee  to  elarring,  rather  than  <^ien  her 
porta  to  American  commerce. 

It  ia  <A>ioua  how  much  thil  GoTemment  preaamea 
1  ita  edTantagea  oTer  ui,  on  the  predilection  of  our 
dtiieni  Ibr  Britiah  mannfactaTei,  and  the  influence  ot 
the  liberal  pnrchaaee  in  the  Soath  of  the  material  fijr 
ber  cotton  manufaeluraa. 

Wa  hope  to  be  eieneed  in  repelling  the  unwarrant- 
able imputation  bestowed  on  mannbcloriea  of  woollen 
and  cotton  aa  being  injuriooa  to  the  health  and  morab 
of  tha  commnnity.  On  (bia  point  we  may  oontani 
onnelTea  with  referring  to  the  healthfiti  aitea  of  oar 
Ikctofie*,  the  aptdena  work-roonu,  (required  by  the  ne- 
oman  maefainory^  and  appeal  to  every  man  who  has 
Tinleu  a  &etoiy,  mi  teatimony  againtl  die  imputatian. 
Wbal  b  the  experience  on  the  aabject?  Scotland 
manofiwniTe*  not  only  what  ii  reqaired  for  tia  inhaU- 
tanti,bat  aboatflTe  milUonaof  doUara  annoaliy  in  the 
artida  of  cotton  alone,  for  exportation,  and  yet,  in  both 
ita  phyidcal  and  numl  character,  that  nation  auitaina 
a  high  eteration.  We  look  in  vain  for  eridence  that 
tha  aime  of  Scotchmen  bave  been  withered  by  tbmr 
menn&cloriee,  nor  do  we  reooUect  the  fleld  of  battle 
in  EuR^  where  the  arma  of  any  nation  were  foand 
alronger  in  conflict. 

To  awell  the  tideofprejodice  againet  mano^tuie^ 
it  ia  aaid  that  unreaaraiable  price*  for  good*  were  de- 
mended,  at  the  period  of  toe  late  war.  To  reaaM 
with  each  objecttona  would  be  a  mere  wtiCe  of  time. 
We  might  aak  what  merchant,  mechMiic  or  brmer, 
in  any  age  or  oountry,  over  forbore  to  raiae  hia  piioaa 
according  to  the  demand  in  the  market!  It  enten 
into  finl  principle*.  Did  the  importer  (rebla  hia  Gnt 
cost  on  hi*  doUu,  even  on  amuggled  gooda,  and  dooa 
he  make  Ibe  charge  of  extortion  ■gain*!  manufactorera  1 
Tim  war  nnhinged  evMylbing,  ami  changed  the  whole 
order  of  aoeiety  and  coaree  of  bneine**. 

It  might  have  been  eipectwl,  thet  the  preaent  &llen 
condition  of  manuJactnTara  woold  have  aeothod  preju- 
dice and  diaemed  hoatili^.  With  all  thMr  alleged 
w^r  pit^la,  there  are  now  none  ao  poor,  b  it  net 
••■n,that  the  deatiuctionof  the  preeent  mannfactoriM 
moat  inevitably  prodnoe  the  aame  evila  of  exlnvagant 
prieoain  the  enntof  afoture  war,eawereaxperiMie*d 
in  tha  laitt 

A*  to  the  imputed  eSect  of  the  tariff,  in  enhancing 
the  prkee  of  Imported  good*,  it  ia  beliered  tliat  gooda 
wva  never  ao  low  aa  under  the  opetetion  of  the  pree- 
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It  i*  ottjecMd,  that  Iba  mtira  indaatly  of  th«  cobdItt 
may  b«  moat  pfoAtablj  eiaited  in  claaring  and  enlti- 
vatinfoui  axtanded  laoant  landi.  Bat  what  doai  it 
avail  the  (aimer,  whan  aaitbei  id  ttui  natioa  &om 
which  he  puichua  his  goodi,  tn  alMwhera,  can  ha 
find  a  market  tot  hi*  abandaDt  cropal  Boaidw,  tho 
diTstaion  of  labor  from  agricnltora  to  nanufaetmea,  U 
acaical;  peroiptible.  Fiva  or  di  adalU,  with  the  aid 
<rf^ildi«n,  wUl  manage  a  cotton  mannlactofy,  ot  two 
tfaouaand  qundlea. 

From  tha  gfeomj  conditioa  of  ibe  maaafactnren, 
the  mind,  nuninK  to  uothM  qaartar,  k  cbearad  with 
tha  brighlMl  pniapecta  to  olben.  In  Ac  more  Soidinn 
Staler  it  i*  b^erad,  that  flta  amDOnt  receivad,  datioB 
th«  laat  7«aT,  from  the  eiport  of  twa  or  ikraa  aitielea 
of  agrienhnra]  pndiice  onljr,  eicMda  taitj  aUSooM  of 
Mian. 

An  appeal  ia  made  to  the  eqnit^,  to  th 
ri'  tha  Boutbam  atateenun :  hia  aid  and  co-opanrtion 
ia  iUToked  fin  the  reliaf  of  the  anlliaing  nanvBctniBi 
of  the  Northeni  and  Middle  Btstea.  % 

In  condnaion,  joor  petitionara  hamUy  pnji  thai 
prorinon  majr  be  made  by  law,  for  making  the  dntiaa 
on  impoilad  woollana  and  cottona  pannanent ;  Sai  pro- 
hiUtini  (he  importatioQ  of  cotton  good*  from  beyond 
the  Cepc  of  Good  Hope,  ibi  coninmptiOD  or  aaa  in  tlta 
Uniua  Stale*,  (aocorainc  to  the  eiampla  of  uTaral 
European  Qoverament*;)  lot  leitraitiiDg  auclioa  aalea, 
of  goodi,  and  &i  Ae  mcne  general  introdoction  and 
vae-  of  domeotic  goodi  in  die  Army  and  NaTy  of  the 
ITidtad  StalM. 

OcToan  1,  1617. 


TaoA^D^y,  January  8. 
je  from  the  House  af  Reprnentaiivu 
iBfoimed  tie  Senate  that,  ibe  Honte  hafe  paapvd 
a  tall,  entitled  "Ad  act  allowing  compcoMitoo  ic 
the  membera  of  iba  Senate,  ncmbera  of  the 
HogM  of  RepreacDtatirfB  of  ibe  Uaiied  State*, 
ftod  to  the  detegtien  of  the  Territorint,  and  i^ 
pe&lJD^  all  oifaer  liwi:  oo  that  aQbjecii"a  hill, 
entitled  ''An  aet  to  ineorporale  the  Colnmbiao 
Iniuranoe  Company  of  Alesandriat"  and  a  rea- 
olniion  direeiiagiheproearemeitlAf certain  lawi; 
In  which  tbejr  tequeit  the  concnrrcme  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bille  an4  readoiion  lail  oMaiioaed 
were  rwd,  and  Mreiallr  paved  to  iba  aeeiKid 
reading. 

On  motitm  by  Mr.  S^MDroan,  the  Comniitae 
on  Comroerce  and  Manafacmre*,  to  whoa  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Witliam  Lornan  aad 
Qtberi,  merobams,  trad  era,  and  owimfeetarera,  of 
tbe  eiiy  of  Baltimore,  oo  the  7ih  inaiaui,  wete 
diacharged  from  tbe  ftirther  eonsiUciatioa  ibereof, 
and  it  wai  referred  to  the  Conimiltee  on  Fioance. 

Mr.  LioocK  presf  ai?d  tbe  mcmOTtal  of  John 
Inskeip  and  oihera,  raercbaDlB  aad  nnderwriten 
of  (be  eiif  of  PhiJadelphia.  who  have  luffered 
from  Ibe  depredaiionit  of  Preoeh  eruiserc }  rep- 
reaenling  tbat,  by  the  eoDTeeiion  of  Sepltmber 
30,  IBOO,  the  cUims  of  American  ciiiEens  for  in- 
demoity  for  aucb  eapturea,  weie  teliaquiahed  ia 
considers  lion  of  eeitain  great  political  adran- 
tagea  in  faror  of  ika  United  Biaie^  wkaiaby 


ihaj  coDMive  the  United  Siatet  are  boand  to 
discharge  those  claims  wbicb  ibey  prerenled 
their  eiliiena  from  obtaiDing  abn>Bd ;  and  pray- 
ing compensation  iberefor;  and  tbe  memorial 
was  reM,  and  teferred  lo  tbe  Commiiiee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  OoLDBBOaoDdB  preMoied  the  memorial 
of  William  Wilson,  and  othera,  merehanu  and 
nodetwriiera  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the 
same  snbject ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  lo  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB  pieaenied  the  memorial  of  the 
religiona  society  of  Friend*  in  PeansylyaDJa, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  ihe  Eattara  Shore 
of  Marjland,  praying  a  revision  and  amandmeni 
of  tbe  laws  of  Congresa  for  the  parpoae  of  more  \ 
effeetttally  soppreising  the  kidnapping  and  inter- 
nal traffic  in  the  persona  of  color,  as  stated  ia 
the  memorial;  which  waa  read,  and  referred  ts 
the  coinmiuee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  18th 
of  Deeember,  (he  petition  of  tbe  committee  tt 
the  yearly  mecliog  of  the  Sooieiy  of  Friends,  at 
Baltimore. 

Idr.  KoHKTB,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claima, 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  aet, 
in  addition  to  'An  aet  for  tbe  relief  of  John 
ThampaoD,"  reported  ii  witboat  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smitb,  leave  waa  given  to 
withdraw  tbe  daeamenis  accompanying  the  hill, 
providing  an  addiiioaal  compensation  loiheaii- 
coil  judge  of  ifaa  Bih  cirenii  of  the  United  Suteo, 
reported  at  the  last  seuien. 

On  motion  by  Ur.  Dawbtt,  Ihe  resolutioa 
direcitng  the  procurement  of  certain  laws,  was 
read  ibe  sccand  lime,  by  auaoimout  conBent,aiid 
considered  ai  in  Commtttee  of  the  Whole,  and 
haviag  been  amended,  the  PaaainaiiT  repoKe4 
it  to  the  House  aceordiogly  ;  aad  ihe  ame&d- 
menu  having  been  concurred  in,  the  amend, 
menu  were  ordered  lo  be  engromed, and  the  res- 
olotton  read  a  ibird  lime  at  amended. 

Tbe  bill  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  State  of 
Indiana  three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds,  ari- 
sing from  the  tales  of  tbe  United  Statea  laoda, 
within  (be  tame,  was  read  a  third  (Ime,  and 

The  bill  to  allow  the  benefit  of  drawbaek  on 
merehandite  transported  by  land  conveyance 
from  Bristol  to  Button,  and  from  Boston  lo  Brii- 
loi,  in  like  manner  at  if  tbe  same  were  tran^ 
ported  eoattwise,  was  read  a  ibird  lime,  and 
paated. 

Tbe  Senate  returned  the  consideration  of  Ibe 
report  of  Ihe  Coramiilee  of  Ctaims,  on  the  peii- 
lion  of  William  Btenbeck;  and  in  concurrence 
therewith  Ihe  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw 
bispelilien. 

The  Sentie  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claimt,  on  the  peti- 
lion  of  John  Brown;  and  io  concurrence  there- 
with, resolved,  that  tbe  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ousbt  ool  to  be  granted. 

Tbe  Senate  resumeJ  the  coasideratiou  of  the 
motion  of  ibe  7th  IosIbdi,  for  teau»Uag  infor- 
mation of  ib«  proeecdinga  which  bay  have  been 
had  under  the  ae(,  eniitUd  "An  aet  for  Ihegrad- 
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e  of  the  Navf  of  ibe  Doiicd  SittM," 
BOd  agreed  l hereto. 

The  Seoatc  reiumed  tbe  consideretion  of  ihe 
report  of  ifae  CDmmiilee  of  ClaioiB,  on  the  peli- 
tiont  of  William  Purcel  and  Martin  Rose ;  and 
in  conEurrence  therewith,  resolred,  that  the  pe- 
tilionera  have  leare  lo  withdraw  their  peijlions. 

Tbe  Seeaie  renumed  tbe  cootideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military'  Afiklre,  on 
Ihe  pttiiion  of  John  Hebbett.  and  otberi :  and  in 
aoDcurrence  therewith,  re>ol7ed,  thai  the  peti- 
tioners have  leere  lo  withdraw  their  peiiiioas. 

Tbe  Senate  reiumed,  ai  in  Uommiitee  of  the| 
Whole,  tbe  eoaiideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled 
"An  aet  for  tbe  relief  of  Winilow  and  Henry 
Lewis,"  together  with  tbe  amendmeDti  reported 
thereto  by  the  ComiDitiee  of  Claim*;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  AeaMiMr,  the  bill,  together  wiib 
IhaameDdmenti,  were  recommitted  to  tbe  Com- 
aailiee  of  Claims,  with  iDatrnciiooB  to  aKiertaiii 
and  allow  the  iDleceit  on  the  amonnt  foutid  Ic 
be  due  the  aaid  Winilow  and  Henry  Lewis; 

Mr.  RoBEBTB  preaeoled  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Forreat.  of  the  City  of  Waahingttw,  praying 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  a  ceriain  «cho<Mier, 
called  tbe  William  Yeaion,  chartered  in  tbe 
(Doatb  of  May,  18iS,  to  tbe  agent  of  the  United 
States  to  take  a  cargo  of  proTisioos  from  New 
Yofh  to  Laguira,  which  was  seized  and  con- 
demned, as  slated  in  tbe  petition  ;  which  wai 
read,  ned  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claiais. 

Tiie  Senate  then  proceeded  to  tbe  eonsidera- 
tion  ot  the  following  reeolntion  offered  yesterday 
by  Mr.  CaHPBBLL  : 

JtewJeei;  That  the  OaBmittoe  on  Hilitaiy  Affiun 
be  inatmcled  lo  inqnlia  into  the  BXpedien^  of  re- 
fniiiiigi  by  law,  th«  uoaunaltoa  of  agenti  to  ladian 
tribw  to  b«  anbiniUed  to  the  Sanata  Ur  Ihaii  consent 
and  approbation,  in  like  manner  as  the 
of  other  officers  now  are. 

Mr.  T*iT  aaggeiied  whether  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  embrace  within  the  objects  of  inquiry 
tbe  appointment  also  of  the  Supeiinlendeot  « 
Indian  Aflairi.  It  waa  an  office  of  much  respon- 
sibility, he  said;  through  which  was  disbursed 
large  sums  of  the  public  money,  but  it  was  an 
office  at  present  filled  without  tbe  cooeurreaee  of 
tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  CAIIFBSI.L  accepted  the  amendment  *ug- 
fciited  10  the  resolution  by  Mr.  Tait. 

Ut.  Monaow  remarked  that  he  presumed  tbe 
Supetintendeot  of  Indian  Trade  was  meant,  ai 
there  fvaa  no  such  officer  as  Superintendent  of 
Indian  afiiirs— the  Governors  of  tbe  Teriilories 
weie  the  superintendents  of  Indian  affairs — and 
suggested  as  a  further  inquiry  tbe  propiiely  of 
proviiling  for  tbe  nomination  to  tbe  Senate  also 
of  Indian  factors;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tait,  to  give  lime  for  in- 
quiry into  ibe  proper  objects  to  be  included  in 
tbe  resolution,  il  was  postponed  until  to- 


Hr.  GoLMnmoDOH  prosenled  the  tnenMrtel 

of  William  Patterson  and  oibers,  of  Baltimore, 
mannfaeturera  of  woollen  and  eotton  goods ;  and 
others,  interested  in  tbe  nipport  and  protection 
of  domestic  industry,  and  Ibe  improTemeat  of  Ihe 
useful  arts  in  the  United  Stales;  praying  that 
tbe  proteetlDg  duties  of  the  tariff,  as  nowin  ope- 
ration, be  made  permanent,  aod  ihat  fortber  Le- 
gislaiire  promions  be  made  for  the  colleciioD  of 
the  impost,  for  reasons  staled  in  the  memorial: 
which  was  read,  aod  referred  to  tbe  Com 
Commerce  aod  Mannfactorea. 
Ilr.  GoLDBBOBOUOB  also  presenti 
il  of  the  Philanthropic  Society  of  Eastoo,  Mary- 
and.  praying  iiotne  further  Legislatire  provision, 
for  tiie  purpose  of  more  effeeiuallf  sappreaaing 
tbe  kidnapping  and  internal  traffic  in  (he persons 
of  color,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
rcwl,  aod  referred  lo  the  committee  tt>  whom  was 
rcfaried,  oo  the  18th  Deoember,  the  petitioii  o{ 
the  commiiiee  of  the  yearly  meming  of  the  So* 
ciety  offriends,  at  Baltimore. 

Mr.  SAlirOBi)  presented  the  memorial  of  Sam- 
uel Campbell  and  oihers,manofaciuten  aod  ven- 
ders of  American  manufactured  paper,  in  tbe  city 
i  iiB  vicinity,  praying;  tbe  pro- 
ss,  for  reasons  slated  in  the  nie* 
*as  read,  and   referred   to  the 


Fbioat,  Jaonary  9. 
Eligiub  Fbohbhtiii,  from  ihe  Stale  of  Louis- 
iana, arHred  the  Sih  ioaMoi,  and  aiieBded  IbSs 
day. 


of  New  York  a 
lection  of  Congres: 
motial;  which  w. 
Committee  on  Pin 
The  Senate  resu 
oiion  of  theTib  ii 


tbe  consideration  of  the 
t  for  instructing  ibe  Cnm- 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs,  relaUve  to  tbe  nomi- 
nation of  agents  to  ladian  tribes ;  which,  having 
been  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

ReiUved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
AfiaiTM  be  insnucied  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  tequirina,  b]r  law,  the  aomiaation  of  8a- 
perinMndent  of  Indian  Trade,  and  of  agenu  to 
Indian  iribea,  aa  also  of  agents  for  trading-hoaee 
estabtishmeats,  to  be  submiiied  to  tbe  Senate  for 
their  eonsent  and  approbation,  in  like  meatier  aa 
the  nomination  of  oiher  officera  now  are;  and, 
gaaernlly,  to  inqnire  whether  any,  and  what 
amendments  ate  necessary  to  be  made  in  the 
laws  for  regulating  intcrooorae,  and  for  esiablish- 
iog  trading- houses  with  the  Indian  iribeo. 

A  message  from  ilie  House  of  RepresentalivM 
informed  the  Senate  that  (he  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  fttnber  promton 
for  repairing  the  public  buildings,"  in  which  they 
tcaiMBi  ihe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  lest  meniioned  was  read,  and  passed 
!•  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RosnaTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

I  for  tbe  relief  of  Winslow  aod  Henrv  Lewis,*' 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  t 
reported  the  sane  with  a  further  amendment 
which  was  read  and  considered,  as  in  Committee 
of  Ihe  Whole,  and  disagreed  to ;  and  the  bill  bar- 
ing been  amended,  the  Pbebidbht  reported  it  to 
(he  Houte  aooordingly;  and  the  nmendmem 
having  been  conenrrcd  in,  it  was-ordered  lo  be 
eagrosaed  and  (he  bill  read  a  third  time,  aa 
anended. 

ThebiU,sllewiBg  cMnpeasaiios  to  (heaiem- 
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b«n  af  ib«  ScBUe,  in«mb«n  of  the  Hoow  of 
BeprncDliliTes  of  the  Uaited  Stain,  and  to  tbe 
del«g«tea  of  ih«  Territoiiet,  »Dd  repckliog  all 
other  laws  od  that  tobjcet.  wat  tmd  tbe  neood 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  iiMorpotale  tbe 
Columbiao  lasoranee  Compaoy  of  Alexandria," 
wa*  read  ibe  sreond  time,  and  referred  lathe 
Committee  on  tbe  Diatriat  of  Columbia. 

The  Seoate  rewimed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoDiideratioo  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
set  in  addiiioQ  to  'An  aet  for  (he  relief  of  John 
Thompson ;"  and,  on  motioa  of  Mr.  Roberts,  it 
was  recofflmitied  to  the  Committee  or  Claimi. 

The  amendments  to  tbe  reeoloiioo,  directing 
the  procurement  of  oertain  laws,  having  been  re- 
ported bf  the  oommittec  eorreeily  engroaaed,  the 
rcsoJaiioB  was  read  a  third  time  as  Bmeoded,and 
paned,  with  amend  me  nta. 

MoHDiY,  January  12. 

Ur.  Diaatn  preienied  the  peiiiioa  of  Elijah 

Rice,  of  ihe  town  of  Wolcolt,  iu  the  State  of 

CoDQectieut,a  aoldiar  of  the  Reroluiiooary  armr, 

6 ravine  relief  in  conaideration  of  bis  long  and 
kithfuT  terTtcea  and  severe  suSeriogs,  aa  atated 
in  the  petition ;  which  wa*  read,  and  referred  to 
tbe  Commitiee  oo  Peiwions. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb  presented  the  memorial  of  Jas. 
Brobsoo,  Manhalof  tbe  State  of  Delaware,  pray- 
iogna  inciease  ofcompenaaiioa.for  reasona  mated 
ID  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  sod  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judieiarjr. 

Mr.  MoaniL  presented  the  peiiiion  of  Jobo 
Orr  and  others,  inhabiinnia  of  New  Hampshire, 
praying  a  post  route,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which  wa*  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
wiib  lostiuctioDs  lo  inquire  into  the  espedieoey 
of  etiablishinga  post  route  from  Dunstable,  in 
New  Hampshire,  to  Concord,  in  New  Hampshire, 
on  tbe  river  road,  so  called,  throuKh  the  towns  of 
Merrimack,  Bedford,  Qoff*lown,  Dunbatton,  and 
Bow,  lo  Cooeord. 

Mr.  Taylob  submitted  the  following  moiioa 
for  ooosideratioD : 

Smtited,  Thai  tb«  Comniltaa  on  PiMie  Linda  bs 
imiiiiiilsil  t*  iaqaire  into  the  upedianir  of  pnrridiii^ 
Ij  law,  far  the  aaJe  of  the  sarplaa  laads  whleii  wars 
juseiiuJ  lo  latuiy  militia  and  donalioa  elaiai*, in  Ik 
id  of  VinsennM,  ia  the  Stala  of  Indiana. 


Hr.  RoBBBTB,  from  the  Commitiew  of  GhiimB, 
to  whom  was  reeommltted  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aei  in  addition  lo  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Tboaspeon,"reporLedil  wiihameBdmeau;  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  RoKBTfl,  from  the  Mme  eommittee,  to 
whom  wa*  rcfertedlhe  pclidon  of  William  Fanis, 
■aoiof,  made  report,  logaiber  with  the  following 
reaolution : 

Jintkld,  That  dm  patitiouei  have  leave  la  with- 
dmw  hie  patitiaa. 

The  report  and  re&Iotion  wen  read. 

Hr.  RoaaBTS,  from  the  same  commiliee,  to 
wham  wu  referred  th«  padtlon  of  Naihiniel  Cot* 


tisff,  also  made  report,  Ugather  with  th«  follow- 
iag  reselaiion : 

BetoM,  That  ft*  petttionar  hava  leave  to  with- 
draw his  patitian. 

The  report  aod  resolation  were  read. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
for  the  relief  of  Winslow  and  Henry  Lewis," 
having  been  reiiorted  by  the  cotnmiliee  correcll* 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amena- 
ed,  and  passed  with  an  amendment. 

A  mesaaM  from  tbe  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  eoocnt  in 
the  amendments  of  tbe  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entf- 
iled  "Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Joel  Barwood,** 
with  an  amendmeDC,  in  which  they  reqneit  tbe 
conearrenee  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  AaBKun  snbmitied  tbe  following  motion 
for  aontide  ration : 

Smohtd,  That  Oe  Committee  on  Military  Afiii* 
ha  dbaeUd  to  inqnira  into  Uta  ai^tiiniKj  of  proridin^, 
by  law,  tar  the  nttaBdanca  of  witnsiiei  befeia  eents 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  repairing  the  ptiblic  buildings,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  returned,  at  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioo  of  the  bill,  eoiilled  "An 
aet,  in  addition  to  'An  aet  makin^^  appropriation 
for  Tepairiog  certain  roads  therein  described;" 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
pijiied  tin  til  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eoiitled  "An 
aet  allowing  compensation  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  members  oftiie  House  of  Reprraeniative* 
of  ibe  Uniied  Siites,  and  lo  the  delegates  of  the 
Terriiories,  and  repealing  all  oiher  laws  on  that 
subject;"  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
PsBaiOEHT  repoited  ii  to  the  House  accordlnglj^; 
and  the  amendment  having  been  coocnrred  in,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  eDDroesed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amendeo. 

On  motion,  the  Senile  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representaiives, 
to  their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Joel  Earwood,"  and  concurred 

Mr.  Moftsow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of  the 
Irasiees  for  ihe  Vioeenoes  University,  made  re- 
port, together  with  tbe  following  resolution; 

Sttohei,  That  ths  petitioners  bsTs  Isbtb  to  with- 
draw theii  petition. 

The  report  and  resoluiioa  weie  read. 
THE  AFRICAN  BLATB  TRADE. 

The  following  resolation,  offered  some  days 
ago  by  Mr.  Bobbill,  was  taken  up : 

"  Rtiohed,  That  tbe  commitloe,  to  whom  wu  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  tbe  commilies  of  the  yearly  meet- 
ing of  the  Bodaty  of  Friends  st  Baltimore,  bs  inslmct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  tfas  Bipediency  of  so  amending  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  on  the  snbject  of  the  Afiiean 
lOra  effiwti 
don  by  «i 
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under  (areigti  dagi ;  sad  ilio  into  ths  eipadiMie;  of 
die  United  Btetes  taking  raguarei,  in  coneort  with 
•tlMi  oatioai,  tor  the  entire  diolition  of  Mud  tnde." 

Mr.  BoBBiLL  said,  that,  at  (be  lime  be  bad  th« 
faoQor  of  moviag  ibe  rcsolntioD,  be  had  ooi  anti- 
eipaied  *aj  objeciioa  to  it;  but,  from  tbe  debate 
OD  ibe  labjeet  on  a  forineT  day,  it  appeared  tbst 
aoroe  lioDorablegenilemeD  tbougbt  it  unneceuarf 
to  make  tbe  inqair;  at  all,  BDiTtliat  an;  coaeett 
witb  foreigo  nations,  lo  attain  tbe  end  ptopoied, 
wii  bigblf  improper  and  dangerous.  The  qnes- 
tion  before  ibe  Senate  was  not  upon  ibe  adoption 
of  any  specified  or  {prescribed  line  of  conduct,  for 
(be  purpose  of  putting  tbe  finishing  band  to  tbe 
great  work  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade ;  it 
was  merely  whether  it  should  be  referred  to  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  eipediaocy  of  tak- 
ing measures,  in  concert  with  other  natiani,  for 
this  great  and  beaeTotent  purpose.  The  com- 
mittee ma;  inquire,  and  be  of  opioion  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  adopt  any  measures  whatever,  or 
at  least  that  it  is  not  proper  to  take  measures  in 
concert  with  other  OoTemmenu.  If  tbe  Senate 
should  refuse  an  inquirr  into  tbe  propriety  of  this 
course,  they  might  be  subjected  to  the  imputation 
of  disregarding  the  implied  obligatiotis  of  tbe 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  bv  tbe  tenth  article  of  which  it 
is  recited,  that  botn  tbe  parties  are  desirous  of 
coniinuiag  their  efforts  lo  promote  the  entire 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  and  agree  that  both 
■ball  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so 
desirable  an  object.  If  the  Senate  should  refuse 
the  inquiry,  it  might  give  rise  to  unjust  surmises 
and  suspicions  as  to  the  sincerity  of  the  Uovera- 
ment  in  passing  law*  for  this  purpose,  and  in  en- 
tering in  to  tbe  stipulations  of  tbe  Treaty  of  Qbeni. 
Tbe  United  States  caQaot  justly  be  charged  with 
having  acted  in  bad  faith,  either  in  making  or 
performinz  treaties;  and,  as  the  United  States 
oave  the  honor  of  having  led  tbe  way  in  the  glo- 
tioos  cautie  of  abolishing  tbe  slave  trade,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that,  in  making  this  all puia lion 
at  Ghent,  out  Envoys  acted  wit1)  sineeniy,  and 
be  hoped  were  entitled  to  the  merit  of  having 
proposed  tbe  article.  This  article,  as  well  a*  the 
rest  of  that  treaty,  met  universal  approbation. 
Ought  we,  then,  to  refuse  to  refer  it  to  a  commit- 
tee, to  inquire  whether  further  measures  are  not 
necessary,  or  at  least  expedient?  If  any  honora- 
ble Kentleman  had  moved  to  go  into  a  Committee 
of  ine  Whole  on  this  question,  would  it  have  been 
refused?  What  danger  or  inconvenience,  then, 
tould  arise  from  referring  the  subject  for  inres- 
ligaiion7  Tbb  Committee,  if  convinced  that 
fuiiher  measures  are  necessary,  would  report  those 
meaaures  to  tbe  House;  and,  should  they  recom- 
mend a  eoncerl  with  foreign  nations  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  subject  then,  having  some  length  and 
BreBdib,  and  dimeosions,  could  be  examined  and 
considered.  Bui  thb  could  not  so  well  be  done 
now,  because  there  was  no  apeeifio  propodtion 
before  the  House.  There  was  no  such  danger  to 
be  apprehended  as  some  gentlemen  imagined, 
from  the  generality  of  the  terms  of  the  proposi- 
tion now  under  debate.  This  is  the  common  and 
ordinary  course  in  commencing  ib«  conaid«ntion 


of  any  subject  in  the  Senate,  and  tbe  Seoate 
shoula  be  cautious  not  to  give  ground  for  tbe  dis- 
graceful snspicion  that'  they  are  not  sincere  and 
hearty  in  tbiscause  of  sufierin^bumanitr.  Erery 
gentleman  in  this  House  wishes  for  tne  entire 
abolition  of  this  abominable  traffic,  and  this  is  the 
seneral  voice  of  the  country.  The  genllemeo 
here  represaniing  the  slarebolding  States,  are  as 
decided  as  any  others  on  this  point,  and  one  of 
those  Sialet  (Virgisia)  was  entitled,  be  believed, 
to  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first  Slate  to 
prohibit  it.  It  was  better,  as  the  subject  had 
some  connexion  with  others  whlob  were  of  a  pe- 
culiarly delicate  nature,  to  refer  it  to  a  deliberate 
inquiry  in  a  small  coiqmitiee,  than  lo  make  it  a 
topic  of  debate  under  some  general  proposition, 
in  which  way  consideratioos  which  did  not  fairly 
belong  to  tbe  aubjeet  would  insensibly  mingle 
with  IL 

Some  gentlemen,  he  said,  doubted  the  propriety 
of  tbe  Senate's  advising  or  directing  the  Bseca- 
live  as  to  the  commencement  of  a  negotiation, 
or  the  purposes  of  it.  It  was  troly  singular  if 
the  Senate,  who  were  to  be  called  upon  lor  tfaeir 
advice  and  consent  before  any  negotiation  coald 
end  in  the  shape  of  a  ratified  treaty,  and  withoni 
whom  no  ambassador  or  envoy  could  even  be 
appointed,  could  not  express  their  opinion  before- 
hand, as  to  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  any  pro- 
Cd  arraDf^raent  with  a  foreign  Power.  Tney 
done  it  in  the  case  referred  to  in  the  debate 
upon  this  motion  oa  a  former  day,  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Kma,)  and  ibesen- 
ilemin  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  CAMFfiBLL.)  The 
British  House  of  Commons  do  it,  though  that 
House  possestet  no  part  of  the  treat y-mabiDg 
power,  and  they  had  done  so  in  efiect  in  1T6^ 
and  on  other  memorable  occasions. 

If  any  measures  should  be  adopted,  in  concert 
with  other  nations,  there  can  be  no  danger,  as 
some  gentlemen  apprehend,  that  we  shaUiDytbis 
means,  be  entangled  in  foreign  alliances,  or  in- 
volved in  war.  What  nation  would  be  likely  to 
go  to  war  for  tbe  slave  trade  T  We  bare  already 
entered  into  a  concert  with  Qreat  Britain  for  ibis 
purpose.  Bod  we  might  enter  into  a  like  concert 
with  other  Powers.  All  the  great  Powers  of  tbe 
world,  aeept  Spain  and  Portugal,  have  already 
combined,  so  far  a«  to  express  their  wishes  and 
opinions,  and  in  many  instances  hare  gotie  mnefa 
farther,  and  liave  acted  in  concert  wftb  effect. 
Spftin  and  Portugal  may  both  be  influenced  by 
oar  reprcsentatient,  and  induced  to  c04>peraie 
from  the  desire  and  the  intereat  they  have  in  eon- 
eiliatiuA  the  United  States.  At  least  we  ought 
to  ask  ror  Ibeir  concurrence.  Naw  govemmeBU 
and  republics  seemed  to  be  forming,  or  are  form- 
ed, in  the  South ;  their  concorrence  in  pntiiog  an 
end  to  tbe  trade  is  indispensable,  if  it  is  ever  to 
be  abolished;  They  bare  the  strongest  motive* 
for  desiring  B  good  understandiogwiih  ihisconn' 
try,  and  would  not  be  deaf  to  our  representations. 
Should  all  Chtistiao  nations,  or  a  great  majority 
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feciutl  than  the  maoicipal  laws  of  lepwate  Gav- 
etnmeDls,  actio^  wiilioai  ccwcerl. 

Uole^,  be  said,  fartfaer  sieps  should  Iw  takeo, 
alt  that  had  been  done  would  be  useless,  BDd 
worse  ihaa  useless.  The  trade  beioi;  forbidden 
by  some  oaiinDs,  and  tnierrupted  by  furce  by 
Great  Britain,  ibe  risks  of  it  had  increased;  many 
men,  wbo  might  otherwise  have  had  no  scrupki 
of  coDscieoce,  woald  not,  howerer.  rialaie  the 
laws  of  their  country,  aad  ibe  consequeoce  was, 
that  the  price  of  the  unhappy  beio^fs  who  were 
the  objects  of  this  iraSc  bad  fallen  leiy  low  on 
the  coast  of  Africa;  nnpriccipled  adrenlurers, 
restrained  hr  do  moral  obligation,  bad  engrossed 
the  trade.  They  crowded  ilie  wreicbes  ihey  bad 
purchased  for  a  trifle  into'  the  holds  of  small  faai 
sailing  veisels,  and  the  su&eciags  and  mortality 
of  ihe  passaee  had  increased  to  a  frightful  degree. 
It  had  beeo  lately  itated  to  his  Oavernment,  by  a 
British  officer  of  rank,  Sir  James  Toe,  that  six 
bundled  bumao  beings  had  been  stored  aboard  a 
Tessel  of  only  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  thirty 
of  whom  died  in  sailing  eighty  leagues;  and  eaor- 
mittes  of  this  sort  were  carried  on  in  sight  almost 
of  our  shore*,  and  by  some,  he  feared,  who  bad 
the  pririleges  and  the  boast  of  American  ciii- 
xenship. 

He  would  only  add,  that  one  cauae  of  our  com- 
plaint  against  Ibe  late  caiabliKhment  of  a  pre- 
tended republic  in  Florida,  was,  that  the  QoTera- 
meot  had  coanired  at,  and  gave  facilities  lo,  the 
carrying  on  of  this  trade.  The  slarea  which, 
under  pretext  of  capture  or  otherwise,  were 
broujchi  into  these  places,  were  smuggled  into 
Ibe  United  Slates,  in  mlaiion  of  ihe  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  aj!  the  pariicutar  Sutes. 
There  was  proof,  among  ibe  documents  commu' 
uicated  by  tt(e  Preeideol,  that  a  privaleer  com- 
manded and  manned  by  Americans  under  tbe 
patriotic  flag,  as  they  called  it,  had  taken  a  slave 
vessel,  also  commanded  and  manned  by  Ameri- 
cans, and  that  these  slaves  had  been  smuggled 
into  Loui.siana  in  defiance  of  all  law. 

With  these  views  of  tbe  subject,  be  hoped  th« 

Senate  would  ST-   "^ '-      -     ■  ■       -    -■ 

to   re 
put  an  end  to  ii. 

Mr,  Babboob  said,  that,  wbile  he  was  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  the  main  object  of  ihe  reso- 
luiioD,  that  of  revising  the  laws,  and  rsmedy' 
ing  every  defect  for  ihe  prereotioQ  of  the  wicked 
trade  in  question,  ibere  was  a  pan  of  ibe  reso- 
lution of  which  be  did  not  approve,  and,  if  re- 
tained, he  should  role  against  it.  And  hence, 
lest  bis  views  might  be  mi> understood,  he  felt 
himself  com  lie  lied  to  intrude  on  the  atteoiion  of 
tbe  Seuaie,  while  he  briefly  disclosed  hie  reasons. 
Before  he  did  Ibis,  bowerer.  he  would  make  a 
few  general  remarks.'  He  ftll  himself  obliged  to 
tbe  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  for  doing  jus- 
lice  lo  Virginia,  In  ndmiiiing  she  had  been  the 
first  to  protest  against  this  trade.  But  it  was  no 
miH'e  than  an  act  of  joBiJee;  for  such  certainly 
was  the  fad.  Her  zeal  in  this  good  cause  has 
undergone  no  diraiDuiioo.  The  United  Staiea 
followed  her  example ;  America  stands  in  tbe  re-  , 
I5tb  Con.  1st  Seis.— 4 


latioQ  to  Ihe  rest  oi  ibe  world,  that  Virginia  does 
to  America.  She  look  the  lead  in  the  humane 
efibr I  to  exterminate  this  horrible  tra£Sc.  He  icr 
joiced  to  see  that  the  great  nations  of  Europe  had 
adopted  her  precepts,  and  were  imiiating  her  en- 
lightened and  philanthropic  example.  Spain  and 
Portugal  constitute  Ibe  only  exception;  Ihe  for- 
mer, it  is  said,  with  nhel  truth  he  knew  not,  baa 
received  a  pecuniary  compensation  to  nbandoa 
the  trafBc.  Should  this  be  true,  aa  he  cordially 
hoped  it  ntight  be,  Portugal  will  iben stand  alone. 
It  IE  reasonably  to  be  anticipated,  that  she  will 
not  be  able  to  resist  tbe  incumbent  load  of  the 
civilized  world;  when  their  remonstrsDces  are 
enforced  by  the  united  influence  of  justice,  hu- 
manity, and  philanthropy.  Africa,  then  freed 
from  those  disasitrous  effects  which  tnis  trade  haa 
produced,  may,  under  the  benign  influeace  of 
peace,  reason  and  religion,  indulge  a  hope,  that 
in  lb«  fulness  of  lime  she  mav  participate  in  the 
blessings  of  cirilizaiioo,  with  all  lis  beoeScent 
eSecit.  Nor  was  he  averse  to  adopting  measnrea 
in  concert  with  any  nation,  which  be  beliered 
would  be  calculated  lo  hasten  the  destruction  of 
this  trade.  For  his  part,  he  feared  nothing 
from  an  alliance  with  any  nation,  whose  only  of 
jeci  was  humanity.  No  man  could  more  highly  ap- 
preciate, than  he  did,  tfaei>oundnessof  tbe  political 
maxim,  inculcated  by  the  Father  of  his  Couairy, 
in  his  legacy  lo  ibe  American  people — that  of 
avoiding  entangling  alliances  with  other  nations; 
yet,  with  all  his  reverence  for  this  wise  precept 
and  hisdeierminaiion  to  pursue  its  suggestions,  he 
felt  no  apprehension  from  the  concert  propoaed. 
A  concert  like  the  one  proposed  is  in  its  char- 
acter novel;  its  object  is  humanity;  while  alli- 
ances denounced  by  the  above  wise  maxim,  hare 
for  their  object  dominion  and  power,  to  be  ac- 
quired by  ibe  misery  of  mankind;  to  esiricate 
a  nation  from  which,  is  hot  unfreqneatly  attended 
with  a  violation  of  honor;  or,  if  executed,  it  ia 
frequently  with  the  sacrlGce  of  peace,  and  some- 
tim«s  wiib  ruin.  But  what  cae  we  fear?  Be- 
fore any  such  concert  can  be  taken,  the  terms  oa 
which  we  unite  must  receive  our  sanction;  s 
guarantee  sufficient  to  quiet  tbe  apprehensiona 
of  the  most  cautious.  In  so  far,  then,  as  the 
principal  project  of  tbe  resoluiion  is  concernedr 
or  the  means  of  eflecting  il,  he  would  go  witk 
tbe  mover;  but  the  part  to  which  he  objected^ 
was  that  proposing  that  CongrcA*  should  unite 
with  other  nations  to  produce  the  object ;  this  he 
considered  to  be  improper.  Congress  can  act 
only  in  its  legislative  capacity;  and  by,  conse- 
quence, can  enter  inin  no  concert  with  other  na- 
tions. That  has  been  assigned  to  another  branch 
of  Ibe  Government.  It  is  through  tbe  Sxecutire 
alone  that  intercourse  and  arrangemenis  with 
other  DBliotts  can  be  effected.  Leave  it  therefore 
where  the  Constitution  has  placed  it,  wiibaiii 
discussing  the  question  how  far  this  body  has  a 
right  to  advise,  in  its  Executive  character,  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  upon  the  propriety  of  entering 
into  new  arrangements  wiin  foreign  notions;  a 
question  on  which  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion. 
He  would  content  himself  by  remarking,  that 
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he  believed  such  in  authority  had  never  f  et  been 
exercised ;  bat,  be  the  power  as  il  may,  it  will  be 
readily  conceded  thHt  Uiia  is  not  one  of  the  cases 
vbich  woald  justify  il;  or,  ifii  were,  this  is  neither 
the  time  nor  the  maDner  in  which  it  should 
be  perrormed.  It  has  been  tirged,  indeed,  thai, 
by  the  Treaty  of  Qheot,  AtnericB  and  Briuio, 
baring  agreed  to  use  iheir  best  endeavors  to  pat 
an  end  to  this  traffic,  that  this  eonrse,  as  now 
recommended,  may  find  a  shelter  froip  criticism 
in  that  article;  as  it  is  merely  in  fulfllmeot  of 
the  obligation  thereby  conitacted.  Mr.  B.  con- 
ceived that  the  article  in  question  bad  no  other 
(Object,  than  to  furnish  to  the  civilized  world  an 
unequivocal  testimonial  of  the  seaiimeoisof  the 
contracting  Powers  in  regard  to  this  trade.  Both 
nations  having,  therefore,  made  use  of  what  they 
esteemed  the  best  method  to  suppress  it,  and  en* 
tertaioing, reciprocally,  the  most  entireconfidence 
that  they  were  sincere  in  their  wishes  to  effect  ii, 
either  would  refwl  with  scorn  >n  insinuation  that 
an  article  of  this  bind  was  necessary  to  secure, 
in  future,  their  zealous  perseverance  in  a  coitrse 
which  had  been  previously  adopted,  of  their  own 
mere  will,  and  which  reeled  upon  a  much  surer 
fonndatioo  than  compact,  nanoely.  upon  their 
sense  of  its  josiiee,bumanitv,Bnd  propriety.  But, 
waiving  any  advantage  lo  be  derived  from  this 
view  of  the  subject,  and  yielding,  for  argument 
sake,  that  the  Treaty  of  Qbent  created  an  obliga- 
tion on  tbe  United  States,  he  would  aakifBriiain 
had  snggetted  that  this  Qovernment  bad  been 
wanting  in  its  duty  1  She  cannot?  Or  will  any 
l^enileman  here  iosiQuaie  that  there  is  less  zeal 
in  the  Etecutire  to  promote  the  desired  object, 
than  in  this  House,  or  the  nation?  If  not,  why 
adopt  this  anomalous  proceeding,  and  by  a  legis- 
lative act  declare  the  necessity  of  a  concert,  and 
the  terms  on  which  it  shall  be  adojiiled  1  For  if 
this  is  not  done,  why  inquire  into  ttT  To  him, 
it  seemed  important  that  this  body  should  keep 
within  its  legitimate  sphere,  and,  when  it  acts, 
act  affectually.  Under  these  impressians,  he  per- 
mitted himself  to  hope  thai  the  mover  himself 
would  cooEent  to  such  a  modiScaiion  ot  his  reso' 
luiioo,  as  to  exclude  the  objectionable  feature ; 
and,  thereby  conciliating  tbe  whole  Senate,  to 
obtain  a  noanimous  rote  in  its  favor;  oibei- 
wise  the  division  which  would  ensue,  while  it 
might  be  the  means  of  producing  a  false  esti- 
mate of  our  rral  opinions,  would  counteract  in 
no  small  degree  the  great  obiect,  as  well  of  tbe 
morer,as  of  every  memberof  the  Senate:  namely, 
a  unanimous  opinion  of  (he  whole  body  that  the 
traffic  is  an  outrage  upon  justice  and  humanity, 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  remarking,  that  if  his 
proposition  was  not  acceded  to,  be  should  more 
to  strike  oat  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  pro- 
posed that  Congress  should  adopt  measures  of 
concert  with  other  nations. 

Mr.  Taoue  said  he  bad  oo  intention,  when  he 
objected  the  other  day  to  a  part  of  the  resolation, 
to  involve  tbe  Senate  io  a  debate  upon  it;  and 
be  Yerr  plainly  perceived  that,  at  this  stage  of  it, 
il  woold  be  considered  premature  to  discuss  at 
Urge  (he  meriti  of  the  question.    But  he  would 


Bubmitto  the  Senate  if  it  werecompeteot  to  them, 
in  union  with  the  Fresideot,  to  pledge  the  atma 
and  resources  of  tbe  country,  in  a  concert  with 
foreign  Powers,  for  any  object  whatsoever.  He 
denied  that  it  could  be  done  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution.  It  would  be  a  pledge  of  that  whick 
we  had  not.  Thearmsaodresourcesof  the  coun- 
try were  confided  elsewhere;  they  were  deposited, 
not  with  the  two,  but  the  three  branches  of  the 
Legislature;  and,  in  fact,  were  not  eren  to  be 
fonnd  there.  The  people  were  essemially  the  de- 
pository of  them,  and  their  Repre  sen  la  tires  the 
organ.  Tet  it  was  proposed  to  pledge,  by  an  act 
of  the  Ezecuiire  power  only,  the  arms  and  re- 
sources of  a  nation  in  concert  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers, for  the  aholiiion  of  the  slare  trade.  Oenile- 
men  seemed  to  entertain  rerr  different  significa- 
lioDi  of  the  term  concert ;  for  his  parL  Mr.  T. 
said,  be  knew  of  but  one  ngnificaiion,  which,  in 
its  application  lo  the  present  subject,  could  legiii- 
maiely  attach  to  it;  a  signification  soslained 
equally  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  law  of  diplo- 
macy, as  far  as  he  knew  sncb  a  law,  and  the  uoi- 
versally  received  acceptation  of  the  term — con- 
cert with  foreign  nations— Sir,  what  is  it  but  a 
term  for  common  councils  and  common  efforts? 
The  gentlemen  propose  to  themselves  a  great  ob- 
ject—no less  than  the  unireral  abolition  of  the 
slare  trade;  other  nations,  they  acknowledge, 
bold  ont  against  them.  Will  they  be  contend 
Iben.  with  a  concert  of  common  oouncils  ?  Ab- 
snredly  they  will  ooi.  Between  nations  common 
councils  mean  nothing,  unless  sustained  by  com- 
mon efforts;  and  common  efforts  between  nationa 
mean  nothing  less  than  war,  if  war  be  necessary 
for  the  object.  War  must  ha  necessary,  so  long 
as  other  nations  assert  the  right  and  hold  to  the 
practice  of  the  slave  trade.  Il  is  true  that  you 
may  begin  with  n^^iiation,  but  it  is  certain  that, 
if  negotiation  fail,  you  raujt  resort  to  war.  What 
would  avail  a  treaty  stipulation  whicli  would 
pledge  the  United  States  to  exert,  in  concert  with 
Qreat  Britain,  their  advice  and  persuasion  to  in- 
duce Spain  and  Portugal  to  altolisb  the  slave 
trade?  Spain  and  Portugal  would  care  nothing 
about  your  advice  and  persuasion,  especially  when 
you  told  them  that  you  intended  nothing  more. 
Rhetoric  and  eloquence  are  not  tbe  instrumenla 
of  Dalioos  for  the  eiecuiion  of  grand  projects.  He 
was  well  persuaded  that  (he  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  meant  to  deal  in  something  more 
substantial;  idle  and  insigniBcantrerbiage could 
not  suit  bis  purpose,  for,  ifii  did,  he  alreadjr  found 
it  in  a  treaty.  This  word  concert,  therefore,  Mr. 
President,  means  something — it  means  connex- 
ioD,  combination,  alliance,  for  a  given  object;  it 
means-  entangling  alliance.  You  are  admonished 
against  entangling  alliances ;  for  what  reason? 
Because  our  Governueoi  is  of  its  own  kind,  in- 
sulated, (he  only  Republic  in  tbe  world,  between 
which  and  other  Governments  there  is  no  com- 
mon principle,  no  comtnon  feeling,  no  common 
sympathy;  they  may  combine  for  their  own  in- 
terests; they  may  enter  into  concert  for  your  de- 
struction ;  they  will  not  be  so  ready  to  combine 
With  yon  either  to  promote  yonr  intemtt,  or  in- 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


HISTORY  OP  00NGBE8S. 


102 


J&HOART,  1818. 


^riean  Slave  Trade. 


ShhjlTI. 


(etesu  comtnoD  to  ;oa  sod  them.  Ytra  propose 
a  concert  witb  crowaed  heads !  Thef  dctct 
CDDceTt  with  themselres,  but  broita,  mad  quarreli, 
and  wan,  follow  in  (be  train.  History  is  fall  of 
them  I  and,  if  entaQzling  connexions,  sir,  between 
moniretis,  who  wield  the  sword  and  ihe  pone, 
who  make  peace  and  war  at  tbeir  will,  be  fraii- 
ful  of  theae  mi«chiefa,  what  may  we  not  expect 
when  you  enter  ibe  lists  without  the  means  of 
doing  what  you  engage  (o  dol  Qenilemen  will 
say  this  mode  of  rfRiODing  is  entitled  to  little 
weight;  it  ii  speculatire^dmit  it;  the  argu- 
ment of  experience  is  alone  admissible,  and  the 
argument  of  experience  ia  decisive.  The  only 
iustance  which  I  reeoUeec,  sir,  of  a  eoneert  be- 
tween this  eoantry  and  any  fnreign  Power  is  that 
of  Ihe  French  Treaties  of  IHS.  It  was  a  con- 
cert, and  it  turned  out  a  moslenlaogliag  one.  It 
wu  a  concert,  loo,  for  an  object  near  and  dear  to 
the  Amerfcao  heart ;  a  concert  for  liberty  and  in- 
dependence. A  more  important  object  can  never 
present  itseir.  In  ibe  one  treaty  we  stipolaled 
the  guaranty  of  the  French  AmerteaD  posses- 
sions ;  in  the  other,  we  stipulated  that  Franee 
(being  in  a  state  of  belligerency  wiib  any  other 
Power)  might  use  our  poru  freely  with  her  ships 
of  war  and  prizes.  Now,  sir,  I  pray  you,  how  did 
we  fulfil  our  stipulations  7  We  did  not  fulfil  them 
at  all.  We  got  out  of  the  difficulty,  I  will  not 
aay  dishonorably,  but  as  well  as  we  could.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  the  men  who  presided  orer  out  coun- 
cils, at  the  time  of  which  I  speak,  were  honor- 
able men,  and  were  willing  to  do  whaierer  ibey 
eoDid  10  can-y  into  effect,  in  good  faith,  what 
they  engaged  to  do;  but,  sir,  Ibey  could  not;  they 
wanted  ibe  sword  and  the  purse,  and  the  Con- 
stitution had  intrusted  then  to  others ;  they  were 
iotmated  to  the  people.  I  sincerely  believe,  sir. 
that  Franee  saw  the  embinataing  dilemma,  and 
look  pity  upon  ns.  She  saw  we  could  not  exe- 
cnte  the  guaranty  wiiboul  going  into  the  war, 
and  she  forbore  to  press  it.  But,  id  consequence 
of  her  thus  forbearing,  she  ihousht  she  might  the 
more  rightfully  demand  the  rigid  execution  of 
the  other  article.  We  had  stipulated  to  allow 
French  ships  of  war  and  prizes  to  go  and  come 
freely,  and  to  remain  at  pleasure  ;  it  was  a  stipu- 
lation Htrtial  in  effect.  France,  being  at  war 
with  England,  it  admitted  to  France  what  it  re- 
fused to  Eii|tend.  It  was  incontistent,  too,  with 
the  spirit  ofrreaideni  Wasbinoton's  proclama- 
tioQ  of  neutrality.  France  having  abandoned 
her  claim  for  the  fulfilmeDi  of  the  guaranty, 
tboDghl  she  was  entitled  to  a  favorable  construc- 
tion of  the  article  relating  to  ships  of  war  and 
prixea.  Sbe  demanded  the  right  of  arming,  and 
fitfing,  and  comroissiooing  in  oar  ports.  We  re- 
sisted, and  eveaiually  we  found  ouraelves  in  a 
war  with  Fnoce.  This,  sir,  is  the  only  instance 
of  a  concert  between  this  country  and  a  foreign 
Power  which  1  recollect ;  sach  has  been  the  result 
of  it,  and  such  will  ever  be  the  result.  It  is  un- 
avoidable from  the  naiore  of  our  political  insti- 
tutions. We  enter  into  embarrassing  stipula- 
tions; we  are  called  upon  to  execute  them ;  we 
call  apon  Ihe  people  to  draw  the  aword  and  ad- 


vance the  purse ;  they  answer  us,  no !  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  your  treaties  of  concert  or 
your  guaranties;  if  you  are  unwise  enough  10 
enter  into  them,  you  may  get  out  of  them  aa  well 
as  you  can ;  you  shall  not  do  so  at  our  expense, 
or  with  our  aid  and  assistance.  And  so,  air,  they 
will  ansvet  always.  They  will  go  to  war  for 
rights  which  belong  10  them;  for  their  honor, 
their  independence ;  forinierests  essentially  their 
own;  they  will  not  for  tights  and  interests 
which  are  extraneous,  and  in  which  they  feel  no 
concern.  This  was  the  lesson  taught  hv  the 
people  to  the  men  who  directed  out  councils  on 
the  occasion  lo  which  I  referred  ;  an  awful  warn- 
ing never  to  put  to  hazard  the  peace  of  this 
country  by  connexions  with  foreign  Powers  for 
any  objects  whatsoever,  much  less  for  objects 
foreifcn  to  our  interests  and  our  feelings.  The 
treaties  adverted  to  were  negotiated  under  the 
former  Government.  It  is  belteved  that  nothing 
similar  has  occarred  nuder  tfie  present.  Mr.  T. 
■aid  he  would  no  longer  tire  the  patience  of  ihe 
Senate  with  such  desultory  remarks ;  but  he 
could  not  forbear  the  expression  of  his  surprisa 
that  the  proposition  of  the  genlleman  shonld  be 
urged  with  so  much  zeal  and  earnestness,  when 
it  was  well  known  to  the  Senate  and  Ihe  world, 
that  from  the  origin  of  the  present  Qovernment^ 
almost  up  (o  the  present  moment,  American  citi- 
zens, the  flesh  and  blood  of  the  land,  had  been 
seized  by  the  Algerines,  handcuffed  and  chained, 
incarcerated  and  enslaved,  four  thousand  miles 
from  their  homes  and  the  bosonu  of  tbeir  fami- 
lies, and  DO  instance  ia  recorded  of  a  proposition 
having  been  aubmitled  to  the  Senate  to  advise 
the  Preaideni  to  enter  inio  concert  with  foreign 
nations  for  the  abolition  of  Algerine  alavery; 

Mr.  Wilson  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  the  reaolution,  so  aa  to  take  it  separately 
on  ita  two  elauses. 

Mr.  Babbodb,  observing  that  the  motion  he 
was  about  to  make  would  supersede  thai  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  moved  [o  strike  out 
the  latter  clause  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Morrill  said,  that  with  peculiar  emo- 
tions, he  asked  the  attention  of  the  Senate  lo  a 
few  remarks  on  this  subject.  It  was  witlt  ex- 
treme diffidence  he  roae  to  address  the  Senate  on 
thia  occasion.  I  am  not  insensible,  said  he,  of  Ihe 
exienc  of  the  Geld  on  which  I  enter,  nor  of  my 
inability  to  explore  it.  A  subject,  sir,  co-exten- 
sive wiih  the  world,  in  which  this  extensive  Re- 
public have  sn  interest,  and  on  which,  by  their 
delegated  Representatives,  they  may  express  an 
opinion— whether  they  will  "  use  their  best  en- 
deavors" to  effect  a  complete  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade.  Sir,  upon  thts  it  seems  there  can 
be  but  one  opinion. 

Coming  from  New  Kngland,  where  slavery  is 
unknown,  my  prejudices  may  be  strong,  my 
views  enihusiBstie  ;  but,  sir,  allow  me  to  be  hon- 
eat,  believe  me  sincere,  permit  me  to  be  plain.  In 
New  England  we  believe  "all  men  are  bora 
equally  free  and  independent" — thus  commencea 
our  *<  Bill  ofRights,"  Whalaver  their  color,  pow- 
ers of  mind,  property,  or  rank  in  society,  ihey  ara 
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freemen — citizens,  noialares.  Tiler  hare  b  cl»m 
to  Iba I  freedom  io  Ibisasjrlum  of  liberty.  These 
■eDiiment?,  sir,  coniinenced  with  my  exislence ; 
adfaoced  with  my  yoath ;  wer«  stienglbeDed 
with  my  manhood  J  pod  are  confirmed  witli  my 
age.  They  are  not  only  mine,  bui  universally 
tne  semimeDls  of  those  whose  confidence  and  af- 
fection have  ezalied  me  to  this  honorable  siatioo. 
Sbail  1  not  apeak  ibeir  seniiments  on  ibis  occa- 
■ion?  Shall  I  ddi  desire  ibe  termination  of 
•lavery  t  I[  is  a  duly,  sir,  I  owe  to  myself,  my 
country,  and  my  God.  That  respectable  sectioa 
of  the  nation  which  I  have  the  honor  (o  repre- 
teni,  has  b  right  to  demand  it  at  my  hand. 

Wben  I  examine  this  resolution,  air,  I  am 
unable  to  discover  why  aoy  objection  should  be 
made.  In  pawing  it,  we  do  not  lay  we  believe 
it  iaeipedienl  to  amend  "the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates  on  the  sobject  of  ihe  African  slave  trade ;" 
nor  that  we  will  enter  into  an^  "concert  wiib 
other  nations  for  iltr  entire  abolition. "  But,  sir, 
we  say,  we  are  willing  to  instruct  a  respectable 
committee  to  examine  those  subjects,  in  all  their 
parts  and  beuiogs,  as  to  the  expediency  of  the 
objects  suggested,  and  report  to  the  Senate,  which 
report  wiD  then  be  under  the  perfect  control  of 
tbis  body.  Tbe  Senate  may  then  approve  or 
disapprove,  is  its  wisdom  may  dictate.  Where 
then  IS  the  difficulty  T  For  myself.  «ir,  1  am  in 
favor  of  the  reaolution.  Permit  me  to  assigu  a 
few  reasooi.  It  is  founded,  in  part,  on  an  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent.  The  words  ate  a«  fol- 
lows :  "  Whereas,  the  traffic  in  slavea  is  incon- 
'  siateutwiib  [he  principles  ef  humanity  and  jus- 
'lice;  and  whereas,  both  His  Uajesty  and  the 
'  United  States  are  desirous  of  continuing  their 
'  efforts  to  promote. its  entire  abolition,  it  is  here- 
'  by  agreed,  that  both  the  contracting  parties 
'  shall  uae  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so 
'  deeirable  an  object."  In  this,  sir,  there  is  nolh- 
iDg  very  specific,  aa  to  the  maoner  in  which  their 
desires  shall  be  manifested,  fiui  the  coDtraciing 
parlies  view  "  the  traffic  io  slaves  inconaisteot 
with  ibc  principles  of  humanity  and  justice," 
and,  therefore,  agree  to  use  "their  best  endea- 
Tois,"  to  effect  iis  aboliiion.  How  lhi»  is  lo  be 
accomplished,  is  another  point.  They  may  hav 
different  views,  and,  consequently, each  rosy  pni 
>ue  a  different  course.  Therefore,  sir,  1  am  pei 
fectlf  wilting  to  submit  the  subject  lo  Ihe  inves- 
ligaiion  of  the  committee,  thai  they  may  report 
tbereoo. 

Tbe  abolition  of  slavery  was  contemplated  by 
the  frame rs  of  our  Constitution.  Sec.  9—"  Tbe 
'  migration  or  imporiatioo  of  auch  persons  a« 

■  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  pro- 
'per  to  afimii,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  (he 

■  Congress  prior  to  tbe  year  180S."  Here,  sir, 
We  see  those  venerable  aages  prospectively  view- 
ed the  period  in  which  we  live,  when  Congrear 
should  iDnDifest  a  disposition  to  abolish  the  slave 
trade.  Wit^e  provision!  a  duty  negatively  ex- 
pressed. A  proviiioQ,  sir,  which  has  given  rise 
to  a  dispoaiiion  that  pervades  the  United  Statea, 
to  pursue  and  accomiJish  (he  benevolent  object. 
Nay,  sir,  it  ii  not  confined  to  the  United  Suiea ; 


it  extends  toalmoat  everv  civilized  nation  on  the 
globe.  A  spirit  of  philanthropy  glows  in  the 
human  breast.  Spain  and  Ponugalare  the  only 
nations  now  averse  to  the  objecL  Tbe  views  of 
Spain,  in  all  probabiliiy,  will  soon  accord  with 
those  of  other  nations.  Then  Portugal  will  be 
the  solitary  kingdom  whose  voice  and  arm  are 
□ot  raised  against  this  inhuman  traffic.  Let  us 
proclaim,  sir,  thai  these  sable  mortals  have  & 
claim  upon  oar  phtlanthropyaad  our  benevolence. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  sir,  because  its 
object  comports  with  the  dictates  of  reason  and 
humaniiy.  Though  black,  they  are  human  be- 
ings, in  human  shape.  That  is  not  their  crime, 
but  their  misfortune.  We  then  ought  to  com- 
miserate, not  enslave  them:  Let  ezertionii  be 
made  to  raise  them  from  their  present  stata  of 
dcKradaiion;  assist  in  the  mighty  work.  Every 
human  affection  recoils  at  their  twndage.  May 
every  benevolent  heartbeat  high  for  their  freedom, 
and  every  human  arm  be  extended  for  theiremaD- 
eipstion.  Ii  is  a  cause,  sir,  in  which  the  world 
is  engaged.  As  it  was  commenced  by  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  let  them  continue  their  efforts ;  let 
Congress  say,  with  all  civilized  nations,  they  will 
joyfully  bear  a  pari  to  accomplish  an  object  ao 
denirable.  so  bumane. 

But,  sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  retoloiion  in  a 
political  point  of  view.  Carry  the  great  design 
into  effect,  and  you  place  those  forlorn  objeota 
within  tbe  reach  of  political  and  moral  instruc- 
tion. The  basis  on  which  every  good  Oovern- 
ment  most  firmly  stands,  is  knowledge  and  virtue. 
Diffuse  and  extend  these  sacred  principles,  and 
you  enlarge  the  basis  on  which  your  Qovernmeat 
IB  built;  and,  in  tbe  same  proportion  you  carry 
the  principles  of  libertv  and  (be  tights  of  man  to 
'  'Knes3,and  aid  in  iheeman- 
boand  in  t.' 

despotism.  Virtue  and  knowledge,  sir,  are  the 
firm  foundalion  on  which  thia  mighty  Republic 
is  erected;  on  which  it  rises  and  on  which  it 
will  continue  to  rise,  so  long  as  those  divine  prin- 
ciples are  nourished,  universally  diffused  and 
practised.  This  is  what  astonishes  foreigneea 
when  they  tread  American  ground.  All  claasea 
of  society  can  read  and  write,  can  name  and  give 
(he  characters  of  our  rulers,  ike  principles  ofont 
Constitution,  ibe  genius  of  our  Qovernmeai,  aad 
(he  nature  of  our  laws.  This  was  (he  reasoa, 
sit,  France  could  not  maintain  a  Republican 
Government  Knowledge  and  virtue  were  not 
sufficiently  diffused  through  tbe  nation.  It  waa 
not  on  account  of  the  extent  of  her  lerritor^, 
nor  tbe  number  of  her  citizens.  Monarchy  and 
general  ignorance  go  hand  in  hand.  DetpaiiiMn 
and  slavery  are  always  companions.  This,  sir, 
Bcconnls  for  the  protracted  struggle  in  Soutb 
America.  They  hare  physical  strength  aad 
the  means,  but  not  knowledge  and  skill,  to  con- 
centrate their  exeriicns  to  the  best  advantage. 
Did  they  possea  the  general  information  enjoyed 
In  the  United  Siaie^  their  independence  would 
be  as  certain  as  the  rising  sno. 

Mr.  President,  1  am  in  bvor  of  the  retolutioB 
in  a  moral  point  of  view.    We,  air,  are  a  Obis- 
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litD  aktiDD.  The  Bible  is  oar  monl  guide.  Ar* 
not  ill  principle!  laCTed,  its  precepts  wiDlarf, 
sad  its  commands  obligsloryl  mr«  Dot  ihe 
frowns  of  indigDiaiHeiTeD,  and  tbe  threaleoin^s 
of  JehoTkb,  reKed  on  nitioai  and  cities  for  their 
iogratllude  lo  their  fellow  DiortaJs?  Babrlon— 
Babylon  tbe  sreat  haa  ikllen  I  Wfaai  has  brought 
hardowa?  Tb«  scene  is  viewed  in  prospect. 
"  The  meiclMnis  of  tbe  e«rtb  shall  weep  and 
motirn  orer  ber."  In  what  did  her  commerce^ 
Goniist  1  "Id  nld,  and  ailver,  and  precious  stones, 
■nd  |warb,  ana  ebarioli,  and  alavea,  and  tbe  sooli 
of  mea."  Ah.  Mr.  Piecideni,  tbi*  was  the  climax 
of  ibeir  abostinatioos  1  Tfaev  hid  a  traffic  in 
■hire*  aod  tbe  sonh  of  men.  This  brongbi  down 
the  judgments  of  HeaTen.  That  iliej  maf  be 
STeiteil  from  (he  woild,  let  the  inhuman  traffic 
be  abolished  to  the  eod  of  tbe  earth. 

Mr.  Kmo  obserred,  that  tbe  moiioa  was  to  In- 
■tniet  a  oommittee  to  intjnire  whether  farther 
meatures  can  be  derised,  la  concert  with  other 
Powers,  to  pat  an  end  to  the  traffic  in  stave*  on 
Ihe  coast  or  Africa.  Thedebat&said  Mr.  K.,  ba^ 
taken  a  wider  ranee  than  from  the  deSoUe  o^c' 
of  the  Kotioa  eoiud  have  been  anticipated.  Tbe 
advantages  or  disadTanlaces  of  alliances  ofiensive 
and  defeasive,  aad  ibe  policy  or  impolicy  of  such 
treaties,  as,  with  tbe  view  of  acqalring  some 
conplieated  though  important  political  advan- 
tage, pledge  the  wealth  and  strength  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  are  qaesiioDs  of  moat  weighty  impor- 
taace  ;  tbe  discassioa  of  whieb,  however,  is  not 
requisite  io  debating  the  motion  before  Ibe  Sen- 
ate. Theconeert  which  is  alluded  to  in  the  mo- 
tian,  is  Boi  tbe  tinioa  of  arms,  but  of  opinion,  o( 
example,  and  of  influence,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
TailiDg  on  Spain  and  Ponogal  to  accede  to  tbe 
compact  already  formed  among  tbe  nations,  to 
put  an  end  to  tbe  Afiiein  slave  trade.  Equally 
uncalled  for  on  diis  occasion,  and  more  to  be  re- 
gretted, is  a  diaousslon  of  tbe  jasiiee  itkI  policy 
Of  permiltiBg  Ibe  exUtesee  of  slavery.  This 
topic  it  oat,  said  Mr.  C,  that,  from  olivion*  con- 
sideratioaa,  has  at  all  times  been  aUuded  to,  even 
in  the  SeDBta,  with  ^reat  reserve;  and,  at  this 
time,  Is  wiibaai  apptioaiion  to  the  motion  under 
consideration,  ainee  not  only  no  Senator  approvet 
«f  the  tinffie,  the  abolfiiaa  of  vhieh  is  dented, 
bat  llM  whole  Senaie  eoademn  it,  and  tb«  United 
Siaifi  were  ito  fivtt  amoag  the  aalioni  wlio  ve- 
amaacd  Avir  people  from  engagtag  in  it. 

8y  the  Treaty  of  Obeat,  the  Dalted  Btatat 
stipulated  with  Oteat  Britain  to  oie  Ifaelr  ftert  en- 
deavors to  effect  the  complete  abolition  of  the 
traffic  in  slaves  on  tbe  coast  of  Africa.  If  a  eom< 
miitce  be  appointed,  they  will  Inquire  what  has 
bees  done  in  pursuance  of  this  engagement;  they 
'will  moreover  consider  what  remaint  to  be  done, 
and  whether  any  measares  of  concert  with  other 
Fowen,  or  eiherwise.  may  be  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  laudable  object  of  this  stipalaiion.  The 
United  State*  have  Ministers  not  only  in  Eng- 
land, Spain,  and  the  Brazils,  but  likewise  in  Ras- 
sia,  Frave,  the  Netheilands,  and  Sweden.  These 
Hinieters  may  be  reminded  of  the  very  great  io- 
Ureti  wtaieb  the  United  Snin  take  in  tbe  nai- 


verssl  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade ;  they 
may  be  instructed,  if  they  are  not  sa  already,  to 
avail  themselves,  on  every  occadon,  to  promote 
this  object ;  and  tbe  eoncDrring  representations 
and  influence  of  many  may  accomplish  what 
their  separate  endeavora  have  hitherto  &iled  to 
eflect,  A  loDB  depeDding  negotiation  with  Spain 
still  exists.  If  we  could  prevail  on  Spain  to  add 
10  the  treaty  settling  our  just  claims,  an  article 
whereby  she  should  engage  herself  to  abolish  the 
African  stave  trade,  and  to  co-operate  with  ua  ia 
epdeavoring  to  prevail  on  Portugal  also  to  abol- 
ish tbe  seme,  such  an  article  would  enhance  tbe 
value  of  the  treaty  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  Ameri- 
can people,  and  would  not  (ail  to  obtain  the  ap- 
plause of  foreign  nations.  The  object  of  tbe 
motion  being  of  such  great  importance,  Ihe  Sen- 
ate ahoald  neglect  no  opporiuoiiy  of  mnalfesting 
tbeir  aoliciiuoe  for  its  accomplishment;  and  tbe 
inquiry  which  Is  proposed  may  fortunately  dis> 
cover  that  ifaere  are  means  still  io  our  power, 
which  hare  not  yet  been  employed  in  this  merito- 
rious service. 

Bui  it  is  objected,  that  this  bosineea  beioog*  > 
exclusively  lo  tbe  President;  and,  admitting  it* 
importance,  and  the  expediency  of  further  exer- 
tions, that  tbe  Senate  nave  nothing  to  do  or  say 
respectiog  the  same.  This  objection  appear*  to 
be  of  most  serions  import,  as  it  goes  to  restrain 
and  limit  what  ia  deemed  lo  be  the  Conslilulion- 
al  power  of  the  Senate.  There  ia  aome  embat' 
rassmcDt  in  the  examination  of  this  objeciioa, 
and  it  cannot  be  fully  and  satisfactorilv  done, 
without  adverting  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  its  executive  capacity;  proceeding*  which 
take  place  with  closed  doors,  and  the  journal 
whereof  is  not  pnbliabed.  Tbe  obeervation*  oa 
Ibis  head  will,  therefore,  be  of  a  general  naiurt. 
Without  advcTtiog  to  the  several  bancbes  oftha 
executive  power,  for  the  pnrpoie  of  distinguishing 
the  cases  in  which  it  is  exclusively  vested  in  tlia 
Picsident,  from  those  in  which  It  is  vested  in  bin 
jointly  with  the  Senate,  it  will  snffiae  on  this  oc- 
casion to  observe  that,  in  respect  to  foreign  af- 
fairs, Ihe  President  has  no  exclusive  binding  pow- 
er, except  that  of  receiving  the  Ambassador*  and 
other  fbrelsD  ftliaiateta,  whiefa,  as  it  involve*  tbe 
deeiuoo  of  the  competence  of  the  power  which 
sends  them,  may  be  an  acl  of  this  character ;  to 
the  validity  of  all  other  deflnitiveproceediania 
Ibe  management  of  Ibe  foreign  a&its.  the  Coo- 
■titmionaT  advice  and  consent  of  the  Efenate  are 
indispensable. 

In  these  concerns  tbe  Senate  are  tbe  Conatita- 
tional  and  the  only  responsible  conntellor*  of  tbe 
President.  Aad  in  this  capacity  the  Senate  may, 
and  ought  to,  look  into  and  watch  over  every 
branch  of  the  foreign  afiairs  of  the  nation  ;  they 
ta^y,  therefore,  at  any  time  call  for  fall  and  ex- 
act information  respecting  tbe  foreign  affaire,  and 
express  tbeir  opinion  and  advice  to  ihe  President 
respecting  the  same,  when,  aad  under  whatever 
other  circomstances,  they  may  think  such  advioe 
expedient. 

There  i*  a  peculiar  jealousy  manifested  In  the 
Constiintion  coneerniog  the  power  which  (hall 
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nanBEe  ibe  foreigD  aSkin,  and  make  iieatlea 
with  foniga  natiotis.  Hence  the  provisioo  which 
requires  the  coDBeoi  of  iwo-lhira«  of  the  Seaa- 
lots  to  confirm  aay  compact  with  a  foreigD  oa- 
tion  that  shall  biad  the  United  Btalea;  thus  pnt- 
tioK  it  in  the  power  of  a  miDoriif  of  theSenatori, 
or  alalea,  lo  coQtrot  the  President  and  a  majority 
of  the  Senate :  a  checir  on  the  Executive  power 
0  be  found  in  no  other  case. 


To  make  a  Ii 


J  and  the  adtice  and  c 


treaties  must  necessarily  be  so.  touching  the 
measures  employed  in  makiDg  the  ume.  The 
CoDslitntioD  does  not  say  that  treaties  shall  be 
concluded,  hut  that  they  sball  be  made,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate :  none 
therefore  can  be  made  without  such  advice  and 
consent ;  and  the  objections  e^insl  (he  agency 
of  the  Senate  in  making  treaties,  or  in  advising 
the  President  to  make  the  same,  cannot  be  sus- 
tained, hut  by  giviiw  to  the  Constitution  an  inter- 
pretation different  from  its  obvioui  and  most  sal- 
,    utary  meaning. 

To  support  the  objection,  this  gloss  must  be 
given  to  the  Constitution,  "  that  the  President 
■hall  make  treaties,  and  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  ratify  the  same."  That 
this  is,  or  could  have  been  intended  to  be  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  Conalitution,  one  observation 
will  disprove.  If  the  President  ftlooe  has  power 
to  make  a  treaty,  and  the  same  be  madenursnant 
to  the  powers  and  instructions  given  to  his  Min- 
ister, its  ratification  follows  as  a  matter  of  course, 
■od  to  refuse  the  same  would  be  a  violatioo  of 
good  faith  ;  to  call  in  the  Senate  to  deliberate,  to 
advise,  and  to  consent  to  an  act  which  it  would 
be  binding  on  them  to  approve  and  ratify,  will,  it 
ia  presumed,  he  deemed  too  trivial  to  satisfy  the 
eHraordinary  provision  of  the  Constitution,  that 
has  been  cited.  On  (he  whole,  there  appearing  to 
be  no  sufficient  impediment  in  the  way  of  the 
proposed  inquiry^  either  as  respects  its  expedien- 
cy or  the  authority  of  the  Senate  to  institute  the 
same,  I  am  in  hopes  (bat  the  motion  to  refer  the 
subject  ID  a  committee  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Li,cocK  said,  (be  resolution  before  ibe 
Senate  contained  two  separate  and  distinct  prop- 
Otilions:  the  first  was  (be  amendment  of  the  laws 
Uiat  pronibited  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
United  States:  on  this  subject  there  existed  no 
di^ence  of  opinion— all  agreed  an  end  should 
be  put  to  this  anominable  traffic.  If  the  present 
■taiutory  provisions  were  not  so  formed  as  to  ef-' 
feci  this  object,  the^  certainly  required  amend- 
ment; and  no  objection  could  be  made  to  the  in- 
Suiry,  as  this  was  a  legitimate  subject  of  legisla- 
on.  But,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  other  branch  of  the 
inquiry  is  of  a  very  diSerent  character;  it  pro- 
poses to  inquire  into  the  best  manner  of  executing 
an  article  of  the  Treaty  ol  Ghent.  The  stipu- 
lations of  this  article  are,  that  the  contracting 
parties,  the  United  Sutes  and  Great  Britain, 
should  use  iheir  endeavors  to  put  an  end  to  the 
■lave  trade.  Bat  conld  tbisagteemeni  becanied 
into  effect  by  law  ?  did  it  famish  a  subject  of  !»• 


gtalaTton  1  Laws  were  made  to  operate  on  the 
people  of  Ibe  United  S(B(es,  and  within  iheir  jn- 
risdjction,  not  to  effect  an  arraogeroent  with  lor- 
ejgn  Governments.  This  could  only  be  done  by 
treaty  \  and  surely,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  initiatni y 
steps  in  making  treaties  should  be  left  with  the 
Executive.  But  it  has  been  urged  by  gentlemta 
in  favor  of  this  proposition,  that  the  Senate  can 
act  on  this  subject  by  virtue  of  the  Con  slit  uKooal 
power  of  this  body  to  interpose  their  advice  aod 
consent  in  making  treaties.  This  argument  oaa- 
avail  tbem  ;  lor,  if  we  claim  the  power,  and 
exercise  it,  as  a  part  of  our  executive  duties,  why 
is  ibis  discussion,  on  the  subject  of  a  treaty,  haa 
with  open  doors?  Has  this  ever  heea  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Governmeni  t  The  Ministers  of  ihose 
(Governments  who  admit  and  carry  on  the  slare 
trade,  are  accredited  by  our  Governmeni— are  on 
the  spot,  for  an^bt  I  know,  in  the  lobby  or  gallery, 
"rhile  we  are  discussing  the  propriety  of  putting 
stop  to  their  traffic  in  slaves.  That  this  branob 
of  the  subject  isimproper  for  public  discussion,  la 
admitted  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Ur. 
Kino,)  who  has  told  you  he  felt  embanaasea  by 
(bis  public  discussion;  that  he  is  restrained  by 
bis  situation  from  making  obsetvaliona  that  he 
otherwise  would  feel  authorized  to  make.    This 


e  thus  openly  debating  the  subject,  for  aushi 

e  know,  the  President  is  negotiating  with  other 
Powers  to  effectuate  the  object  we  have  in  view. 
He  ia  bound,  by  the  Constiiulloa,  lo  see  the  laws 
faithfully  executed.  The  Treaty  of  Ghent  haa 
become  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  it  is  uo- 
fair  to  presume  that  the  President  has  neglected 
his  duly.  In  short,  said  Mr.  L.,  if  we  are  anxious 
to  have  (bis  subject  pressed  on  the  Ezeontive,  let 
na  close  our  doors,  as  in  other  eases,  and  make  ■ 
call  on  bim  for  information ;  we  shall  then  be  put 
in  possession  of  (he  facts  officially:  we  sluU 
know  whit  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken,  in  con* 
cert  with  Great  Britain,  to  put  au  end  to  tbetraf- 
fie  we  all  abhor. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  latter  clause  of  the  resolution,  and 
decided,  yeas  16,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

Yau— Hewn.  Baibotn,  Campbell,  EMm^  FraM«B> 
tin,  QaUlsrd.  Laeook.  Haeon,  Sanieed,  teith.  Siokaa, 
Btatmt,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tajlm',  Tnwp,  and  Wibn. 

Nats— McMia.  Aahmun,  Bnrrill,  Ciittandn,  Dsg- 
gett,  DiclwMn,  Fiik,  Uoldsborongh,  Honey,  Hunter, 
King,  Ltnka,  Moriil,  Morrow,  Noble,  RaggUs,  Tich- 
eooT,  and  Van  Djke. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  lo  the  motion  aa 
originally  submitted,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  it  was  Betolved,  That  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  committee 
of  the  yearly  meeiing  of  the  Society  of  Friends  at 
Baltimore,  be  instructed  to  inquire  ioto  the  expe- 
diency of  so  amending  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates  on  the  subject  of  the  African  slave  trade 
as  more  effectually  to  prevent  said  trade  from  be- 
ing carried  on  by  citizens  of  the  Unilld  States 
under  foreign  flaga,  and  also  into  the  expadiency 
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ofllie  UiiUd  BiBtca  ukfog  meuarca,  in  concert 
with  other  oatioDs,  for  (be  eoiire  atwIiiioQ  of  tald 
trade. 

Tdesdat,  January  13. 

The  pREBiniHT  eammanjcaled  the  memorial 
of  the  Preudeot  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  State*,  praTiDg  (hat  so  ranch  of  the 
twelfth  ranijaiDeniRl  article  of  the  11th  seeiioD  of 
the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Back 
of  the  tJniled  Stales,  as  provides  for  the  srEnins 
of  the  bills  or  notes  of  ihe  bank,  ma;  be  so  auered 
and  amended  as  to  remedr  ine  great  incoove- 
oienee  and  hazard  to  whicn  ibe  corporation  is 
sabjeeied^  under  the  exisiing  proviiioo;  wbicb 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Comoiitiee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  RoBBRTC^  from  the  Committee  of  Claim*, 
10  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
forlherelief  of  John  Anderion,"  reported  it  with- 
out amend  meat. 

Mr.  Troitp  presented  tbe  petition  of  JoMph 
Berao,  of  the  counif  of  Effinghamj  in  the  Slate 
of  Georgia,  praying  reminioa  of  doiies  on  a  steani 
engine  imported  into  tbe  Uoiied  States,  for  rea- 
sons stated  in  ibe  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Piaaoee. 

Mr.  AeaMiTN  presented  the  petition  of  Darid 
Ames  and  others,  praying  an  additional  dat^  on 
imported  paper,  for  reasons  slated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  tbe  Committee 
00  Finance. 

Mr.  RuooLEB  presented  the  petition  of  A.  Far- 
qubar,  of  Kiehmond,  in  Ihe  Biate  of  Ohio,  pray- 
ing iodemQificatioD  for  the  toss  of  bank  notes, 
robbed  from  the  United  Stales'  mail,  as  stated  in 
the  petUion;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Ur.  Cahfbiix,  tbe  memorial  of 
Ibe  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Teanesaee, 
on  the  unsatisfied  claims  for  laad  in  that  State, 
deiired  voder  the  auibority  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  presented  (he  39lh  of  December,  1817, 
'  was  referred  to  the  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  to  aatborize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain 
entries  and  locations  of  lands  therein  described, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
allowiog  compensation  to  the  members  of  the 
Senalejinembers  of  the  Honse  of  Representatifes 
of  the  Uniied  States,  and  to  ibe  delegates  of  the 
Territories;  and  repealing  all  other  laws  on  that 
snbjeci."  bariog  been  reported,  by  the  committee, 
eoriectly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  L'  " 
u  amended,  and  passed  with  an  amendmenL 

The  Senate  returned  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
whooa  was  referred  the  petition  of  tbe  Trnatees 
for  the  ViBCennes  UniTcnity  j  and  in  coneurrenct 
tfaerewitb,  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw 


motion   of  the  12lb  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  Into  tbe 


expediency  of  nrovidiog  for  tbe  sale  of  the  sur- 
plus lands  in   the  neighborhood  of  Vincennes,  in 
tbe  Slate  of  Indiana ;  and  agreed  thereto. 
Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


the  expediency  of  pTOTiding  for  the  attendance  of 
witoessesbeforecourtsmartiaUaDd  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
actp  in  addition  to  'An  act  making  appropriation 
for  repairing  certain  roads  therein  describedf 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereoD } 
and  Mr.  TaiT,  Mr.  Caupbell,  and  Mr.  Lbau, 
were  appointed  ibe  committee. 

Mr.  WiLBoif  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  conaiderailon : 

Setohtd,  That  the  Conmittee  on  Military  At&in 
be  inetraeted  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  fttrlhei  prariaioQB  by  law  are  oecesitiy  to  *•• 
cure  to  the  hein  of  soldieia  who  died,  or  who  were 
killed  in  the  aerrlce  of  their  ooantty,  doring  tha  lata 
war,  the  boiwty  in  land  to  which  they  are  eqnilaUy 
entitled. 

WBDNBaDAY,  JanuBiy  4, 
Mr.  Da OQBTT  presented  the  petition  of  Ann 
Welsh,  of  New  London,  Connecticut,  represent- 
ing that  her  husband,  Captain  John  Welsh,  hav- 
ing been  killed  during  the  Berolutionary  war,  in 
(he  attempt  to  take  Ihe  Br ilieh  garrison  at  Penob- 
scot, while  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  hei  hopes  of 
support  devoWed  on  her  brother,  George  Hurl- 
ben,  who  was  then  an  officer  in  tbe  Continental 
army;  hut  that  the  latter  receired  a  wound  in  u 
engagement  with  the  enemy,  of  which,  after  lan- 
guishing in  ezcruciaiiog  distress,  he  died  in  the 
year  1783}  learing  the  petitioner  entirely  help- 
less and  unprorided  for.  lo  consideration  of 
those  losses  and  her  present  distteas,  being  old 
and  unable  to  support  herself,  she  prays  relief; 
aod  the  petition  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration : 

Remlecd,  That  the  Cmnmitlee  on  tha  Jndieiary  be 
instrocted  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  sJlowing 
to  the  judge  of  (he  sixth  drcnit  court  of  the  United 
States,  a  sum  equal  to  the  laUry  of  the  district  eouit 
of  South  Carolina,  fw  the  term  of  one  year,  during 
which  time  the  said  drcnit  judge  was  Munpelled  bj 
law  to  perform  the  duties  of  ue  judge  of  said  district 

Mr,  MoRRiL  gave  notice  that,  tcMaorrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  resulntion,  prorid- 
iog  for  the  diairibution  of  the  sixth  volome  of 
the  laws  of  tbe  Uoiied  States,  amoug  the  mem- 
bera  orthe  present  Coneress. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  submitieil  tbe 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Suobxd,  That  the  Freiidenl  of  the  United  Stalea 
be  reqnwted  to  inbrm  the  Sonmta  what  neatuTM  have 
been  taken  in  parsuiinefl  of  so  much  of  Ihe  third  and 
flith  aeoiona  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  anthorHe 
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(Iw  mppMntment  of  ■  mrTejar  for  the  landi  in  th< 
noitbem  put  of  ^la  Hinioippi  T«nilDij,  and  the 
nla  of  ccitain  Undi  thflisin  dueribed,"  m  relttat  to 
the  raemation  of  cerUin  aectioiii.  fbi  tha  pnipoaB  of 
UjiDg  out  and  eiUl^ahillg  tonna  tharaoD. 

Mr.  Chittbhdsk,  from  the  Coniinitiee  an  the 


JodicisTf,  ID  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
porled  a  bill  to  divide  the  Stale  of  PennsTl'sni' 
into  two  judici&l  diitricta;  and  the  bill  wai  read, 
«Dd  paased  to  the  second  readiag. 

Mr.SoBERTS  preaeoted  the  memoriil  of  PbdI 
Beck,  juDior,  iDd  Tboms*  Spitrki,  of  the  citf  of 
PhiladelpblB,  maDufactarera  of  shot,  prayiag  an 
additional  duty  of  one  cent  per  pound  on  im- 
ported shot,  may  be  laid,  for  reaaooa  atated  in  (he 
memorial  {  which  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  FinBoce. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  conatderation  of  ibe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  William  Farria,  Eenior, 
and  in  concurrence  iherenilh,  the  petitioner  had 
l«aTe  to  withdraw  hia  petition. 

The  Senate  reaumed  the  conaideration  of  the 
KpOTl  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wbs 
referred  the  petiiioo  of  Nathaniel  Cutting,  and 
in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave 
to  withdraw  bii  petition. 

The  Senate  renamed  the  cooaideralion  of  the 
motion  of  the  13ih  instant,  for  inatructing  the 
Commitleeon  Military  A&ira  relalire  to  bounty 
land ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  for  the  relief  of  John 
Thompson,"  together  with  the  amendments  re- 
-ported  (hereto  b^  the  Committee  of  Claims ;  and 
■the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
-until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  nf  the 
Whole,  the  conaideiatlon  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
net  for  the  relief  of  John  Aoderion ;"  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Roberta,  the  further  eonsidera- 
tioB  (hereof  was  postponed  until  next  Monday 
week. 

AMELIA  ISLAND. 

The  following  Message  wis  recetTed,  ycBter- 
day,  from  the  FBEatBEiiT  or  thb  Uhitbd  States: 
Zb  tin  SnMfa  and  Haiut  of 

M^maiimHttt  of  tit  Xfaittd  atattt : 

I  hate  the  aatiafiMtion  to  inform  CmBreai,  that  the 
Batabliahnant  at  Amelia  Uand  has  been  aoppreaaad, 
and  without  tha  efluiloD  of  blood.  Tho  p^wia  which 
explain  tliia  traBaaoion,  I  now  taj  before  ConpeM. 

Bj  die  anpprawion  of  this  eatabUahment  and  of 
Aal  at  OatoMOown,  whkh  will  aoon  fcUow,  if  it  haa 
not  abeadj  caned  to  eiiai,  there  ia  good  cbbm  to  be- 
lieiTC  that  the  concnnunatiim  of  a  pnjact  fraught  with 
laneh  ^^axj  to  the  Doited  Blatea  has  been  prerented. 
Whan  we  eonaider  the  pamon*  engaged  in  it,  beiag 
advantureta  from  difbrcnt  conBtriat,  with  terj  tew,  if 
any,  of  the  native  inhabitants  of  the  Spaniah  coloniea, 
Ihe  terrilory  on  which  the  eat*bli*hniaDti  were  made ; 
one  on  a  portion  of  that  claimed  by  the  United  Sutea, 
weatward  of  tbeMiuiiaippi,  theotneronapart  of  East 
Florida,  a  proTinee  in  neioti>tion  between  the  Uuitad 
States  and  Spain — the  claim  of  their  leader  aaannoon- 


oed  by  hia  proclamation  on  takinf  posaaaainn  of  Ame- 
lia IsUnd ;  Gompriung  the  whole  of  both  the  Floridas, 
without  excepting  that  part  of  Weat  Florida  which  ia 
icOTporaled  into  the  Btate  of  Louiaiana — their  eon- 
duct  while  in  the  poaaeaaion  of  the  ialind,  making  it 
inatrumental  to  ereiyepedea  of  contraband,  and  in  re- 
gatd  to  slavea  of  As  meet  odiona  ai>d  danganua  char' 
aeter,  it  may  blrly  ba  cotichided,  that  if  the  enterptwe 
had  aueceeded  on  tha  ecale  on  which  it  wai  formed, 
mudt  annoyance  and  injury  would  have  rtaattod  from 
"  to  the  United  Statea. 

Other  drcumatancea  were  thought  to  be  no  lean 
deserving  of  atlentioD.  The  icatitntion  of  a  Gavem. 
ment  by  foreign  adventureia  in  tha  ialand,  diatinet 
from  the  colonial  government  of  BueUD*  Ayrea,  V;n- 
eiaela,  or  Maiieo,  pretending  to  aovereigntj,  and  ei- 
eidiing  iti  faigbeat  offices,  particularly  in  granting 
commiaaions  to  pHvateera,  were  acta  which  could  not 
fail  to  draw  after  them  the  moat  aerious  conaeqneneet. 
It  was  die  daty  of  tha  Executive  either  to  eilcnd  to 
this  Htobliabnien  I  all  the  advantages  of  that  neutrality 
whidi  ttw  United  States  had  proclaimed  and  have  ob- 
aetved  in  hvor  of  the  colonies  of  Spain,  who  by  the 
atrength  of  their  own  population  and  resourcaa,  had 
declared  their  independence,  and  were  affiirding  atrong 
proof  oi  their  ability  to  maintain  it,  or  of  making  the 
diaciimination  wtuM  etrcnmalance*  r«inired.  Had 
the  first  course  been  puraued,  weahould  not  only  have 
aanctioued  all  the  unlawful  elaima  and  practieea  of 
this  pretended  government  in  if^ard  to  the  United 
States,  but  have  countenanced  a  lyatem  of  privateer- 
ing in  the  Quif  of  Mexico,  and  elaewlkeie,  the  ill 
diecti  of  which,  might,  and  probably  would  have  been 
deeply  and  very  eiUnaively  felt.  The  path  of  dn^ 
waa  plain  from  Ihe  commencement,  but  it  waa  painful 
to  enter  upon  It  while  the  obligation  could  be  railated. 
The  law  of  18II,  lately  pnbliahed,  and  which  it  ie 
therefore  proper  now  to  mention,  wta  considered  ap- 
plicable to  the  caa«,  from  (he  momsct  ttiat  the  procla- 
mation of  die  chief  of  tha  entarpriae  was  eeen,  and 
its  obtigadon  was  daify  incrsaaed  by  odier  cenaidera- 
dona  of  Ugh  impertance  alr««ily  mentionedt  whidt 
were  dtemed  anOeianily  atrong  m  themaetvea  to  die< 
(ate  die  eouna  whicfa  baa  been  poisaed. 

Early  intimation  having  been  received  of  the  dan< 
genms  purposes  of  these  adventitrera,  timely  preeeu- 
dona  were  taken  by  the  establishment  of  a  force  naar 
die  St.  Mary's  to  prevent  dieir  eOot,  or  it  is  probable 
that  it  would  have  been  mora  aanslb^  felt. 

To  such  ealabli^ment*,  made  ao  near  to  our  aettla- 
meuta,  in  the  expectation  of  deriving  aid  finm  them, 
it  is  particularly  gratifying  to  find  that  very  Uttle  en- 
couragement waa  given. 

The  example  so  conapicuoualy  dia^ayed  by  our  lU- 
low-dtiwna,  that  their  aympathiae  cannot  be  per- 
verted to  improper  purpose*,  but  that  a  love  of  conn- 
try,  the  Infloence  of  moral  principlea,  and  a  retpect 
for  the  laws,  are  predominant  with  them,  b  a  anre 
pledge,  that  all  the  very  Batteiing  antidpadona  wUdi 
have  bean  formed  of  the  auoceaa  of  our  inadtodons 
will  be  realiMd.  This  example  has  povBd,  that  if 
our  relations  vritfa  foreigB  pMreta  are  to  be  changed, 
it  mnst  be  done  by  the  consdinted  anthoriliaL  who. 
alone,  acting  on  a  high  leaponaibility,  ai 
'to  the  puqxkae;  and  until  anch  change  ia  thna  a 
that  oor  fellow-dtiians  will  respect  the  existing  tela- 
dMis  by  a  faithful  adherence  to  the  lawa  wbidi  secnre 
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rioMB  bam  woaa  of  lb*  ooloiihi,  im  ■unlhoriMd  bj, 
•ad  onknowii  U,  th«  Mbnkl  (oraramenl*,  lUI  eonfi- 
dsBM  ia  eBleit^ked,  thai  it  will  be  dMcbimod  b; 
tbem,  •nd  tb*t  e&ctnil  zdmnvm  will  be  taken  to 
prerent  the  kbnae  of  thmi  alKhority  in  tU  oacei  to  the 
injnj  of  the  UniUd  SUta. 

Foi  thue  iojnriei,  wpeeUIly  tboM  proceeding  &om 
Amelim  laUnd,  Bptin  wonld  be  mpoDuble,  if  it  wm 
not  menifeat  that,  tbongli  commitled  iii  the  letter  in- 
etsDce  thronsh  bar  territorj,  aha  wet  Dtterlj  DDible  to 
prevent  them.  Har  lemtocj,  bowerer,  ought  not  to 
be  mada  iuatromenta],  through  her  inabilitj  to  defoDd 
it.  to  parpaoM  lO  isiDrioiu  to  the  United  Stetea.  To 
Rwhiuidie  bib  to  maiuttiD  her  BBtbor- 


a  eonotiyoi 

i^,  and  which  abe  pennilB  t> 

nojanee  of  her  ndghbon,  her  jvriadietian  for  the  ti 


i^,  and  which  abe  pennilB  to  be  eearetted  to  die  an- 
dghbon,  her  jvriai' 
>  le  exlat    The  terrilor;  of  BMin 


will  BCnrtheleaa  be  Te^eeted,  ao  &r  ■■  it  dmj  be  done 
conaiatentty  with  the  eaeentiil  iolereele  and  eafety  of 
the  Doited  Btstaa.  In  azpalling  Ihaae  adTOtitaran 
finm  theae  peata,  it  waa  not  intended  to  make  any 
conqneat  bom  ^pain,  or  to  injure  is  any  degne  the 
canee  of  tlte  eohuuee.  Uare  wUl  be  taken  that  no 
part  of  the  lerritoiy  cantempialed  by  the  Uw  of  1811 
■ball  be  eocnpiad  by  *  breign  gorinment  of  any  kind, 
tv  that  i^jotiea  of  the  nature  of  Ihoee  oom^lainad  ofj 
aball  be  repeated,  bat  t&ia,  it  ia  expected,  will  be  pro- 
vided for,  with  every  other  inlereat,  io  a  apiiit  of  arai^, 
in  the  oegotiatiDn  now  depending  with  tha  GoTern- 
mant  of  Spain. 

JAMES  MOIfSOE. 


Tbdbsdat,  JaDiurf  15. 

Od  BOiioD  by  Mr.  Qoldiiobodbh, 

Refthed,  That  when  tbe  ScDaie  Bdjoui  , 

■i^tmrB  until  Handaf  neit,  for  the  parpoae  of 

having  the  neecHary  repair*  made  in  their  Cham- 

bei  to  render  it  aafe  for  ibeir  accoiBmadatioi. 

Mr.  WiuiOH,  from  the  Gominiitee  of  Claitna, 
to  wbom  waa  referred  tbe  petition  of  Reea  Hill, 
made  report,  together  with  tlie  following  reaola- 

ttaokied,  Tbal  tbe  peOioBor  have  lean  to  With- 
draw biepapera. 

Tbe  report  and  reaolatioD  were  read. 

Mr.  GiH/BBBOBODaB  preeeDlMl  tbe  petition  of 
William  Q.  RidMlj,  of  GcoMetowa,  ia  the  Dit- 
triet  of  Columlm,  praring  niat  eenaia  bond: 


MOMCI 

.  _.  ,  pniTing  nia 
givan  for  an  allayed  TiolalioD  of  tbe  nsa-impor- 
tatioo  law,  vajr  bt  caatdled  and  reatored  to  him ; 
aad  tbe  petition  waa  Nad,aDd  tcftmd  to  (he  Com- 
mittee on  Fiaaacfc 

Mr.  S&MroRD  preaented  ibe  petit  ion  of  Miebaet 
Hogaii,  of  New  York  city,  repreaentlag  that 
eBrFT  )D  ibe  moDlh  bf  Pebmary,  1813,  a  valuable 
bouse  beloDgJDg  to  bim  in  tbe  village  of  Utica, 
waa  taken  potsessioa  of  by  a  detachoHDl  of  Uni- 
ted Stales'  iroDpa,  oa  their  march  from  Boffalo 
10  Sacketi's  Harbor,  and  by  them  used  u  a  bar- 
rack, and  piaying  redrera  for  damagea  ausiaiued 
ia  coDsequeoee  thereof,  a«  stated  in  the  peiliioa  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  CommiUee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Samfobd,  from  tbe  commiltee  to  wbom 
was  referred  the  joint  reiolution  directing  the 


pubtJcatioD  of  the  Jottrnal  isd   proceedings  of  . 
the  ConveotioD  which  rarjned  the  Constitation 
of  the  United  States,  reported  it  with  amead- 
ments;  which  were  read. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


Mod  DAT,  January  19. 

Tbe  President  coromuoicated  a  teller  from 
Julie  Plantoa,  proposing  to  lell  to  Congreai  an 
allegorical  painting,  of  her  own  design  and  from 
her  own  pencil,  drawn  from  tbe  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
comoiemoraiive  of  Ibe  glory  which  it  ahed 
around  [he  American  uame;  and  the  letter  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mrree  and  Manuraeturea. 

Mr.  BARBOira  aubmitled  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Saoktd,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiin  ha 
inatnicted  lo  inqoira  into  the  axpadiency  of  utablisb- 
ing  naval  depots,  in  aDcb  nnmbera,  and  auch  places, 
aa  ma;  in  their  opinion,  b«  moat  adTantageena  to  the 
United  Stales. 

Mr.  Macoh  laid  before  the  Senate  tbe  iDstrtic- 
tioDS  of  ihe  Legislaiurc  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  lo  tbeir  Seoaiora  in  Congress,  to  endea- 
vor to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  Ihe  United  States,  as  it  respects  the  electioa 
of  Representalives  in  Congress,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  tbe  United  Slates;  which  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whont  waa  referrad, 
on  Ibe  24ih  December,  1S17,  the  resolution  pro- 

eising  an  amendment  to  the  ConsiiiutioQ  of  the 
nited  Slates,  as  ii  respects  ibe  election  of  Rep- 
reseniativeB  in  Congress  and  the  appointment  of 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States ;  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  QoLOSBORonoH.  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  lo  whom  was  referred 
tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pravi- 
aion  for  repairing  the  public  buildings,"  repotl«d 
il  without  amend  meat. 

Mr.  BoBRtu.  presented  the  memorial  of  tbe 
officers  and  soldiers  of  ihe  late  Rhode  Island 
brigade  of  the  Revolutionary  Army,  ibeir  beira 
and  representatives,  praying  relief  as  suied  in 
tbe  memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  ASairs. 

Mr.  Wii.aoN,  from  the  Commiiiee  ob  tbe  Poat 
Office  and  Pwt  Roads,  to  whom  waa  referred  tbe 
petiiiouof  Alan  Farqubar,  made  report,  togethei 
with  the  following  resoluiioa: 

Stmktd,  That  Iba  prayar  of  the  petitionBr  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Tbe  report  and  reeoluiion  ware  read. 

Mr.  NoBU  eubmitted  the  following  motioB  foi 
consideration : 

Ettohid,  That  Ihe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Poat  Roads  be  iiMtnuMd  to  In^nire  into  tbe  ei- 
pedieacy  of  aatabllaUng  •  peel  roaia  from  CentersnUs 
to  JaefcaoDsboMHiA  in  Ibe  State  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  RniKiLBB  submitted  tbe  following  motion 
for  Consideration: 

Boohed,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 


DigilizcdbyCOOglc 


116 


mSTOBT  OF  OONOBB88. 


116 


Piwxed^igt. 


Jaiiui.it,  1818. 


hj  law  for  the  ule  of  «o  macb  of  th«  tnet 
dnd  thoncand  acrei  of  land,  sranted  ai  a  donatioii  U> 
BetD>l  KttlsTi  in  Iha  Ohio  compaoj'a  purcbaw  aa 
•hall  not  have  b«en  conTeyed  agrceablj  to  the  lenn* 
of  the  grant. 

Mr.  MoHBiL  preteoted  lh«  petition  of  Thomki 
Wrighl,  wbg  served  as  a  soldier  in  ibe  Revolu- 
tioniry  W«r,  prayioe  relief, is  staled  in  the  peii- 
tioo;  which  w»  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
'  mi  I  tee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  DicKBSSON  presented  the  merDorial  of 
Isaac  Brigg*.  pTajriog  certain  allowances  in  the 
KttlemeDt  o[  his  accounts,  as  stated  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Cliiniii. 

Mr.  MoBBiL  aslced  aod  obtained  leave  lo  bring 
in  a  resalutioD,  providing  for  the  disiriboiion  of 
the  sizih  volume  of  tbt>  laws  of  the  Uoited  States 
among  the  members  of  the  present  Cong;re!S,  and 
to  the  delegates  of  Congtess;  and  the  teeolulion 
wan  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  af  the  14lh  instant,  for  iastructiog  the 
Committee  on  the  Jodieiarv  to  inquire  into  the 
ezpediencv  of  allowing  to  tne  judge  of  the  sixth 
circuit  court  of  the  United  8iate«  a  certain  com- 


&. 


This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Shitb,  of  South 
Carolina,  at  some  length,  and  supported  earn esily 
bf  Mr.  FsoHBHTiN,  and  alto  briefly  by  Mr.  Dao- 
tiETT.  Mr.  Smith,  however,  afterwards  with- 
drew his  opposition  to  the  motion,  and  it  was 
■greed  to. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  iniiani  for  requesting  infor- 
mation relating  to  the  reservation  of  certain  sec- 
tiooe  of  land,  tor  the  purpose  of  laying  am  and 
establishing  towns  thereon  ;  and  the  same  having 
been  amended,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Heudved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  what 
measures  have  been  taken,  in  pursuance  of  so 
much  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  a  survej'or  for  the  lands  in 
the  Dortbera  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  the  sale  ot  certain  lauds  therein  described," 
passed  tbe  3d  of  Mareb,  1817,  as  relates  to  the 
reservation  of  certain  sections,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
laying  out  and  eatabtishiog  towns  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considerBiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  petition  of  Rees  Hill ;  and  in  con- 
carrence  therewith  tbe  petitioner  bad  leave  to 
withdraw  bis  papers. 

The  bill  lo  divide  tbe  State  of  PeuuylvaniB 
into  two  judicial  districts  was  read  the  second 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (be  consideration  of  the  resolution,  di- 
rectiag  the  publication  of  the  journal  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution  of  tbe  United  States,  together  with 
tbe  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and  the  amendments  having  been 


agreed  lo  with  an  amendment,  the  PaBsioMtt    ' 
reported   the  resolution  to  ihe  House  amended 
accordingly;  and  the  amendments  having  been 
eonenrred  in,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill,  eoti- 
tied  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  surviving  offi- 
cers Bod  soldiers  of  tbe  RevolatioDary  Army," 
reported  it  with  Bmeodroeots;  which  were  reid. 
[The  principal  and  only  material  amendoieot 
proposed  by  the  committee  limits  tbe  benefit  of 
the  act  to  such  as  served  to  the  end  of  the  war 
on  Contioeoiai  establishment.] 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  allow  John  Thompson  inteteat  on  a 
Revolutionary  claim  heretofore  granted  and  paid 
to  him  by  our  Government. 

After  considerable  discussion,  in  which  Ur. 
fiiBBotiBaod  Mr.  Robbbts  snpported,  and  Mr. 
DaooBTT  and  Mr.  BAcott  opposed  the  bill,  the 
question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  toa  third 
reading,  and  decided  in  tbe  negative. 

Bo  toe  bill  was  rejected. 

The  Pbebidert  commanicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,  con- 
tainiog  statements  in  relation  to  that  fund,  made 
in  obedience  to  the  "  Act  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  tbe  Navy  of  tbe  United  Slates;"  and 
the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  tbe  select  committee  to  whoin 
tbe  sobject  was  committed,  reported  the  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  repairing,  and  keep- 
ing in  repair,  certain  roads,  with  an  amendment, 
(including  that  part  of  the  road  leading  from 
Columbia,  in  Tenuesiee,  by  the  Choctaw  ageoey , 
toMadisonville,  in  Louisiana,  which  liesbeiw«eB 
tbe  southern  boundary  of  Tennessee  and  tbe  In- 
dian boundary  line  near  Zadock  Brasber's,  in 
Hissistippi.) 


TossoAT,  January  20. 

Mr.  RoBEBTB  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Keemie,  late  surgeon  in  the  flying  camp  army  of 
the  RevoIutioD,  praying  relief,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial  i  whicn  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Miliuiy  ASaira. 

Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufacturea,  to  whom  the  snbjeet 
waa  referred,  reported  a  bill  coBcerning  tbe  dis- 
trict of  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  Oeorgia; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  secand 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Peters 
and  Sabin  Pood,  made  report,  together  with  the 
fallowing  resolaiion : 

StMoktd,  That  the  petitioneTs  have  leave  te  with- 
draw their  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLLiAUS,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  ASiirs  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bit!  directing  the  manner 
of  appointing  Indian  agents,  and  continuing  the 
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"Act  for  esubtithing  limdinf  baasea  with  ihi 
lodWD  tTibei." 

[This  bill  proTidn  thtl  [be  SuperioieDdem  of 
looian  Trade, and  tgents  and  asiistani  ageoU  for 
IndiaD  afiaira,  be  hereafter  appointed  br  Domii 
tioQ  Id  the  Senate,  and  requires  of  each  of  lh( 
officers  bond,  wilb  two  lecuriiies,  in  ibe  sum  of 
SIO.OOO,  far  tne  rtiibful  di«charge  of  tbeir  reipec 
live  iluiieH,] 
Tbe  bit]  wa*  pawed  to  a  lecond  reidiog. 
Tbe  rnolaiion  direeiJDg  the  pablication  and 
distribation  of  tbe  journal  and  proceedinn  of  the 
CoDTeDiioD  which  formed  (be  present  Constitu- 
tion of  tbe  United  Siaiei,  Was  read  a  third  lime, 
the  bluk  filled  with  one  tktmtand,  and  tbe  reso- 
latian  was  passed. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Cammittee  on  Fensioas, 
to  wboin  was  referred  tbe  petition  of  Ephraim 
ShaJer,  £>e  Lafayette  Wilcox,  and  Alphonso  Wet- 
more,  first  lieutenants  of  the  sixth  regiment  Uni- 
ted Slates  iafkntrr,  made  report,  together  with 
the  following  resolution: 

Ruohid,  That  the  pethlonen  hsTe  letve  to  wilhr 
draw  their  petition. 

The  report  and  resolntion  were  read. 
Mr.  Tait  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Jletoha/,  That  Ibe  Committae  on  the  Judiciary  be 
inatrncted  to  inqaire  into  the  axpedianiT  of  repMling 
tbe  Ibiid  aeetion  of  an  act,  pasMd  on  the  tbira  daj  of 
March  laet  past,  gntiaed  "An  act  to  eetablUi  a  aepa- 
late  Territeriil  goTamment  fiir  tbe  eastern  part  of  tbe 
"'  '  ippi  Tenilorf  i"  and  of  inveeting  llu  Legtala- 
Uia  AlabaiiM  Toirilaiy  with  power  to  r^nlate 
Jndidai7  thereof,  in  audt  mannet  as  it  n^r  dasm 
ledient;  and  alae  of  inveeling  the  hisbert  pade  of 
conita  wbldi  may  be  Mtabliabed  by  die  said  L^iab- 
tiue  wldt  jnnsdletina  in  ell  eaee*  in  whicfa  the  United 
Stntea  shall  be  a  puty. 

The  Senate  resntoed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  lo  divide  the 
State  of  PeDnsflrtnia  into  two  jndicial  diitrtcts ; 
and  the  further  conaideraiion  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Friday  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  Ibe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  further  provision  for  repairing  tbe 
public  boildings;"  and  no  amendment  having  been 
offered  thereto,  the  Presideht  reported  tbe  hill 
to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
Tbe  Senate  resamed  ihe  coniideratioa  of  the 
molioa  of  the  19lb  inaiant.  for  instructing  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  tbe  expediency  ofeslablishing  a  cer- 
tain post  route ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  19ih  instant,  for  instrneting  the 
Committee  on  Naval  A&ir*  to  inquire  into  Ihe 
expediency  of  establishing  naval  depots ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  resotalioD  providing  for  tbe  distribution 
of  ihe  sixth  volume  of  the  Lavs  of  the  United 
States  among  tbe  members  of  the  present  Con- 

Gis  and  Delegates  of  Territories  who  have  not 
n  supplied  iDe[ewith,was  read  tbe  second  time. 


Miasiaaippi 
tnm  (rfma  . 


The  Senate  resumed  the  conaidetaiian  of  the 
motion  of  (be  12(b  ioxtant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  sale  of  land  grant- 
ed as  a  donaiion  to  actual  aetileis  in  the  Ohio 
Company's  purchase ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  ihe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Atan  Farquhar,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  o(  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
actio  provide  forceruio  surviving  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  RevoluiioDHrv  Army,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reportea  thereto  by  the  Comit- 
lee  on  Military  ASairsj  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-niorrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  (o  an  act  making  appropriation 
for  repairing  certain  roads  therein  described," 
together  with  tbe  amendment  reported  thereto 
by  Ihe  mIcci  committee;  and,  on  motion  by  Hr. 
LfiAXE,lb«  further  considerstion  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pkuidbkt  or  tub  Uhitbd  Btatxa; 
To  the  Smote  and  ibwee  0/ 

Aepresen/ofiBef  ofiht  Vitited  Btata  .- 

The  elahn  of  die  rapreeenlativea  of  tbe  late  Caron 
de  Besnnurehaia  havtng  bean  recommended  t*  *'-- 


last,  and  coBcumng  u 
aiaad,  I  now  transmit  eoiuea  of  a 
relative  to  it,  noAtti  by  Ihe  BeeieUiy  of  State 
from  Ihe  Minister  of  France,  and  of  a  correspondence 
on  the  aobject  between  the  Hiniater  of  the  United 
Statca  at  Faiia  and  tlw  Dnke  of  HicbeUen,  ancleaed 
with  that  representation. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAaBiTflTox,  Jmuary  IS,  IB18. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 

ere  read. 

Mr.  SAHPonn,  from  (be  Committee  oa  Com- 
_eree  and  Manufaclures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  letter  from  Julie  Plantou  to  (he  President  of 
tbe  Senate,  proposing  to  sell  to  the  United  States 
an  allegorical  painting  of  (he  Trea(y  of  Qbent, 
made  reporl : 

Tliat,in  the  opinion  ef  the  committee,  ilia  not  expe- 
dient lo  poidiase  aaid  painting  tot  the  United  State* 

The  report  was  read. 

Wedubbday,  January  21. 

Tbe  Prebidert  eomiqunicated  a  letter  from 

the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  Department,  iransmit- 

ling,  for  (he  use  of  (be  members  of  the  Senate, 

forty-two  copies  of  the  Naval  Register  for  the  year 

1318,  prepared  In  obedience  to  (be  resolution  of 

December  13, 1815;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  N0BI.B  presented  (he  pe(itioa  of  Loring 

.  Walderaad  others,prayii]g  the  establishment 
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of  a  post  office  ia  (he  (owe  of  JBckaonborongb, 
Wayne  caaDiy,  Stale  ofIadisoa,rorrea30DS  Slated 
in  the  petition  j  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Commiitee  an  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Road) 

Mr.  WiLLiAua,  of  Tennessee,  sabtnitted  the 
fallowing  moiioo  for  coosiderBttoD  : 

Raohtd,  That  th«  Preiident  of  the  United  Btate* 
be  reqocated  to  inform  the  Senate  in  what  mannr 
tntojM  in  the  Mrrice  of  the  United  State*  now  operat- 
ing  Bgaiait  the  Setninole  trib«  of  Indiini  hare  bem 
fBbnsted,  whether  b;  cuntract  or  otharmM,  and  wh«. 
(her  they  have  been  forniihed  regvIiTtr  with  rttionc 

Mr.DicEERBON  presented  the  petition  of  Joshua 
Swain,  and  others,  inhabitinis  of  the  county  of 
Cape  Ma;f,  praying  that  a  ceriain  district  of  couu- 
try,  therein  described,  be  made  a  port  of  entry; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refeired  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufacturea. 

Mr.  BaBDouB  presented  the  petition  of  John 
ThompsoB,  prayinK  an  allowance  of  interest 
a  sum  of  money  which  was  found  due  to  him 
the  books  of  the  Treasury  Department,  by  tiie 
accounting  officers  thereof;  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion; which  was  tend.  WhereupoD,  Mr.  BaB- 
Bona  gave  soiice,  agreeably  to  the  joint  rule, 
that,  alter  the  expiration  (if  ten  days,  he  sbonid 
atk  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  addiiioa  to  an  act 
fot  the  relief  of  John  Thompson. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideraiiou  of  ibe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Peters  and  Sabin 
Pond;  and  the  lariher  eonsideiatioD  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  took  up  aad  eoneorrad  in  the  fe- 
port  of  the  Covatnitiee  of  Penaiona  anfavoTable 
to  the  petttioB  of  Et>hraim  Bbaler,  De  La  Payette 
Wilcox,  and  Alphonso  Weiinore, first  lieutenants 
of  the  «ixifa  regiment  Uoiied  States  infantry, 
slating  that,  doting  the  late  war,  while  esgaged 
in  action  wih  the  enemy,  they  received  several 
severe  wounds,  which  occasioaed  lo  each  the  loss 
of  an  arm;  that  the  ion  and  woundasabjeei  them 
lo  daily  pain  and  inconvenience,  alibDUgh  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty  asofficersof  the  Army  has 
not  been  suspended  on  that  account  since  ibeir 
wonndt  healed;  and  soliciting  the  aid  of  Con- 
gress, so  far  as  to  confer  on  them  a  compensation 
equal  to  their  stifletings  and  expense,  by  granting 
to  them  petidODB  frum  the  date  of  their  several 
wounds. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Gomcaittee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
fitlures,  to  Whom  was  rel'eri«d  a  letter  frOm  Julie 
Plantou,  to  ibe  President  of  the  Senate,  proposing 
M  nell  to  the  (Jniied  States  an  allegorical  paini- 
iag  of  the  Treaty  of  Ofant ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  20th  instant,  fot  instructing  the 
Commiitee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  ameodiug  the  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  a  separate  Territorial  govern  me  at 
for  the  Basteru  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  pRBsiDEHT  communicated  a  letter  from 
James  Fibs,  Dotifying  the  tresigDation  of  hi*  seat 
in  the  Senate;  which  was  read. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbohentin,  the  Prestdeoc 
was  requested  to  notify  the  Bxecuiive  of  the 
Suie  ofVeimont  of  this  resignation. 

The  bill  concerning  the  district  of  Brunswick, 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  was  read  the  second  lime- 

Tbe  bill  directing  the  manner  of  appointing 
Indian  agents,  and  continuing  the  act  for  estab- 
lishing trad  log- houses  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  hill  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  repairing  the  public  buildings,"  was  read 
a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolutioii  pro- 
viding for  the  distribution  of  certain  laws ;  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill, entitled  "Aa. 
act  to  provide  for  certain  surviving  (Acers  sad 
soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army."  togeihvr 
with  the  amendments  thereto  by  the  Committee 
DD  Military  Afiairs;  and  the  furifaer  tionsiderk^ 
tion  ibereul  was  postponed  until  Weduuday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ail 
act  in  addition  loan  act  making  appropriation 
for  repairing  certain  roads  therein  described,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee,  which  was  disagreed  to; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Paftsinefn 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly :  and  the 
ameDdmeni  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  wtu  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  Ibe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  apptopriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1818/'  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropria lions  for  the  payment  of  the 
arrearages  which  have  been  incurred  fot  the  sup- 
port of  Ihe  Military  Establish  men  I,  previous  to 
the  first  of  Jaunary,  IS17;"  in  which  bills  they 
reouesi  the  coocurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  lo  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mobbow,  the  Committee 
00  the  Public  I^niis  were  instructed  to  inquire 
wbelher  provision  ought  not  lo  be  made,  lo  litaic 
and  control  the  issue  and  location  of  certificates 


Mr.  QoLDSBOBOuaa,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  lo  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  incotpuraie  the 
MeehanicRelief  Society  of  Alexandria;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
NATAL  DISOIPLlNB. 

Mr.  TiiT,  from  the  Commitiee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  bare  been  referred  the  memorial 
of  ceriain  commisaioned  officers  of  the  Njvy, 
under  the  rank  of  commanders,  and  also  the  me- 
morial of  ceriaia  officers  of  the  Marine  Corps 
attached  lo  the  Mediterranean  squadron,  made  ■ 
report,  -which  was  read,  and,  with  the  accompa- 
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ojiag  docamenta,  ordered  lo  be  prioled  for  the 
nee  of  the  Senate.    The  report  ie  «*  followa : 

The  Comioittee  on  NtTil  A&in,  to  whom  b**e 
been  TeTemd  the  memoriBl  of  certsin  commipdoDed 
ofGcen  of  the  Nbtj,  under  the  isnk  of  commenden, 
uid  alio  the  memoritl  of  certaio  officen  oT  the  Marine 
Corp*  aUached  lo  the  Hcditeireneen  eqokdron,  heTe 
hftd  the  eame  under  conaideralion,  lad  report; 

That  jour  commitlM,  duly  impreued  with  the  im- 
portance and  delicae;  of  the  anbjecta  referred  to  thea, 
nnd  mniimi  lo  punas  that  coane  which  will  beat 
comport  with  the  food  of  the  pnblie  aerrice  and  the 
high  dotici  of  the  Seoete,  have  fiven  the  aeieral  me- 
moriali  all  the  oonMdention  !•  which  the;  are  cntilM. 

]%«  meDOTiaiiela  ef  the  Na^  and  Marine  Corpe 
pnj  that  Iho  Senate  would  inetitnts  an  inqnirj  into 
the  proGMdinge  of  two  naTal  coarxa  martial,  bed  in 
the  MediteiraDean,  in  the  emij  part  of  the  last  year. 
"naj  complain  that  thoee  prae«edinse  were  «aeb  u  to 
impair  their  confldence  in  the  iiibnnaU  which  bare 
btMi  eetabUehed  by  the  lawa  of  the  coonlr;  for  the 
pretoctHHi  of  the  righia  of  all  who  are  eonngcted  with 
the  Naval  BelaUiiluBaBt. 

TIm  memoitaliati  of  the  Marine  Corpe  pray  diat 
their  (iglila  nay  be  gBaided  hj  a  apecial  act  of  the 
LagiriMnre, "  oi  that  the  mir*  and  regnlalioD*  Ibr  the 
batter  goremment  oftbeNavybe  more  itiictljcacriad 


Yonr  eommittae  anonelj  regret  that  any  circnm' 
atanoB*  (lionld  hava  occwrad  i^oh  ha**  oaaaed  die- 
oontente  among  entpMlioii  of  the  oOeeraof  Ae  Dni- 
tad  Statea  Na*]r.  lltey  ^^  indolfeil  Ihe  hope  that 
the  liigh  reputation  and  renown  which  had  been  ao- 
qaired  by  the  Haval  ErtaUiehateat  of  Ma  ceantry  in 
war,  woold  be  eheriehed  and  ■edaiooalT  guarded  in 
the  aeaaon  of  peace  bj  every  oScer  of  &e  corpe.  It 
ia  only  by  a  correct  deportment,  by  a  rigid  disdurge 
of  dnty,  and  aatrietoheerTaace  of  the  Iswi,  that  their 
well-eaTDed  lanw  oan  lie  preearred.  If  these  obeerra- 
tiooe  are  eorreel,  te  it  regaida  Ihe  ladJTidnala,  oSeere 
«r  the  Na*y,  they  nut  ationgly  apjJj  lo  tMr  tribn- 
naJe.  If  BB*al  oonrta  maitia],  or  oourta  of  inquiry, 
hare  booome  ao  negligent,  or  w  pailial  and  nn&itUiil 
in  the  diacbarge  of  their  dntiea,  thai  Iboi 
thrm  for  prulection  can  no  longer  eouAd 
nnat  reaort,  in  Ihe  language  of  dii 
eafety  "  to  Iboim  anna  with  whidt  theii  eonntry  baa 
inlraited  lh«m,  or  to  that  atrBUgtb  with  which  natwa 


«  who  look  to 


one  cauae  of  alarak  Bat  yonr  cammiUaa  da  net  ha- 
liere  that  tblt  it  llw  eoadMon  and  ohanetn'  of  your 
naTal  trihuaala.    They  hare  baratoAra  been  aniM- 

K«hed>     Under  tbwr  adniniMtalipa  the  Amarican 
1^  hae  attained  a  diarsoler,  bMh  at  hen*  and 
akead,  sf  wUoh  tta  nattoa  ia  juitly  prand.    In  Iha 

ftMod  to  niliaiaai ;  the  ptMeediDga  n^  haee  been 
■oth  aa  not  to  give  ealiia  eattafiielian  Ib  Jl  [  bat  your 
eamuitee  ate  decadedly  ef  the  epaaion  ttitt  whatever 
mey  be  Ihe  character  efthe  proMediaga  a/ the  oonrta 
martial  under  coneidefaliOQ,  they  bm  beyond  the  eon- 
tiol  of  Ihe  fiaaale.  It  hae  na  power  Uiat  can  reach 
Iheaa  caaee>  It  baa  none  other  than  legiilBtiTe  power 
tODchinstbaaa  matlere,  which  in  ile  natpiv  oannut  be 
ntroepedive.  The  correcliTe  in  ini^  caMa  ia  confided 
by  the  ioalitnlioaaof  the  MoMry  to  tha  Chief  Magia- 
tnte,  and  tolfaatdaparlmeiitef  the  Ooitt-nment  would 
implaiiiU,  pab^a,  have  been  mad   properly 
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r  ef  &e  eatjeet  to  wUcfe  the 


aoeaeien  to  look  into  the  law*  gereeni 
ing  the  Navy,  in  nder  to  dieeorer  whether  any  deAda 
(Oiit  which  mey  require  legiilaliTa  conoctieD.  To«r 
eommittae  baie  done  ao,  end,  on  eiaminatioB,  are  of 
opinion  that  no  legklative  prneewdiaga  ere  neeeeaaiy 
at  tlii*  time.  The  ralea  and  regulatjana  for  the  go*- 
BiaineDt  ef  the  Naty,  new  in  fbroe,  are  thoee  tudat 
whiah  it  haa  giown  ap  and  aeqaired  a  reputalian  ftt 
diad^ine  and  eScieaoy,  whieh  yenr  eeminitlae  be> 
licee  ia  not  aarpeaeed  I7  any  aimilai  eetiMJahmanl 
Id  tbi*  Btela  of  thinga,  they  are  of  opinion  that  A* 
canaee  of  complaint,  if  any,  are  not  ia  tite  lawa,  bat  Im 
the  adminiatratioD  of  the  lawa.  A*  it  legarde  tha  na- 
riaai^  a  deaetiplion  ef  force  moat  neoeeaary  and  aarfU, 
and  wbtdt  merilB  the  Ibetmng  and  peateetiag  oare  ef 
the  Goeeramenl,  the  oeoHiinee,  on  anminatiM,  tai 
that  thn  h«  antject  to  do  datjr  afieat  aad  on  ehoie, 
aa  the  Bzeeutite,  at  hie  dmcretim,  mf  direetf  an4 
that  &ey  ace  "  goeemed  by  the  aauM  miei  and  aiti- 
dee  of  war,  aa  arc  peaaeribed  for  the  MiUtary  Baleh- 
liihment,  and  by  Ihe  nilaa  for  the  legulatlon  of  Ae 
Na*j,  heretofore,  or  whieh  ahell  be-eatabliahed  by  law, 
according  to  the  uatnre  of  the  eerrice  in  whieh  th^ 
ab^  be  employed."  The  cMumittee  knew  no  footiat 
more  proper  oa  whidi  to  place  the  marinaa  Ihaa  that 
on  which  the  law  hae  aueady  placed  them.  Waw 
new  rolee  now  to  be  pnteribti  tor  their  yremwWll 
end  protection,  it  ia  belie<Md  that  none  ethw  oughlta 
bepreecribad  than  thoee  which  now  eiiat  Toaroear- 
mittae  therefbie  repeat,  that  in  their  pinion,  the  da- 
fact,  if  any,  it  not  in  the  law,  but  in  ita  eiecvtien. 
Viewing,  then,  ttieeuloecU  referred  lo  them  in  ell  thw 
bearingt,  feeling  the  danger  of  afieMjlig  that  ditdplin* 
which  ia  the  vital  principle  of  all  military  eataUhih- 
meata;  while  tht;  would  frown  with  iBdignatien  on 
eitny  act  which  aanired  of  ^preeuon,  or  of  mal-adr 
miniitration,  your  eonnutlee  reapeetfully  aBbmit  the 
following  reeolBtioQ : 

RaalZtd,  That  fUtm  Committee  oa  Navri  Affiun  ba 
diacbarged  from  the  fiuthet  eanaidcration  of  the  »«- 
Uorial  oi  ihe  naval  offioert  ofthe  Mediterranean  eqaad* 
ron,  under  (he  laefc  of  commander^  and  of  the  m^ . 
norial  of  the  oScert  of  Ihe  Marina  Cerp^  of  data  the 
ITthof  Januaiy.lSl?. 


_ iac(ea(ofthe 

Mediterranean  aqnadroa)  ander  Ihe  rank  of  eammaa- 
den,  ta  the  bohoraUe  tfcafleDale  af  Ihe  Unlled  Btaleo, 
datad  rort  Mahon,  Janaary  V>,  ttlT. 

l%e  nnderaignel,  oIKeeM  boMing  eemmieileae  in 
the  Na>y  ef  Aa  United  Btatw,  b^  leave  mort  la- 
epaotfWl*  ta  elale  to  ibe  hOBOfaUe  the  Benain  ef  tha 
United  etatea,  that,  having  ealered  tha  aervioe  eariy 
in  life,  from  motivee  of  love  rf  theii  eountry,  reepeet 
for  ila  naval  ehaiaoler,  and  a  aineeN  with  lo  beeema 
uaetal,  they  weald  wiUtagbr  eneonntae  dangen  ef  any 
kind,  or  eadan  any  benlahipa  which  Ihe  good  of  th« 
lervice  or  the  pieeervatiaa  of  djeewliBe  m^  make  ne- 
caaawy ;  that,  together  with  e  wilbDgneea  lo  riA  their 
livM  and  aaoriOce  IhMr  eomforta,  Ibey  bavo  heiMofeto 
fait  a  firm  relience  on  the  protaolioB  which  the  weU- 
digeatcd  lew*  of  their  conutiy  ware  hitandad,  by  Ihe 
frameiB  and  enaetote  of  them,  to  albrd  to  officara  af 
every  grade,  egaieat  the  vrantOQ  exerciee  of  that  power 
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huidt  of  tba  sDpeiiDr  orer  the  Mibaltam.  GiuTdiiiB 
with  canliiKiE  jrakMiy  tb^  npatatioD,  and  their 
ligbta  aBiiiiat  aU  unnlK  wbidi  have  not  been  deaig- 
naUd  by  Uie  taw  for  th*  fBudnnabip  tad  arbitration 
of  the  moat  napeetaUe  of  all  tribonah,  (a  court  mar* 
dal,)  they  have  witiMaaad,  with  tba  deepaat  regret,  the 
prooeediDgB  on  a  lata  trauactioD  which  hai  bMQ 
bMUght  to  the  dcciiiati  of  a  court  compoaed  of  the 
aUoat  offiein  of  Ihii  aqnadron,  of  officer*  who,  firom 
their  rank  in  Mrrice,  we  had  hoped  wonld  have  proved 
•ajealona  gaardiaiu  of  oarrigbta  aaof  their  owD.  We 
beg  leave,  reapectfuUj,  to  atate  the  leading  eircnm- 
■tanoea  of  thia  c«ae.  Captain  John  Heath,  command- 
ing the  detachment  of  marinai  on  board  of  the  frigate 
Java,  ander  the  command  of  Oliver  H.  Perry,  Eaq., 
wai  BO  anfbitnnale  a«  to  iacnr  the  diqplMtnr*  of  hii 
oomniandw.  The  merili  of  the  ease  between  theae 
two  officen  we  do  not  preaome  to  eanvaae  ;  bnt  we 
are  imperioiudy  called  upon  lo  notice  the  nibaaqnent 
aventi.  A  coart  martial  convened  in  the  harbor  of 
Mahou,  on  board  the  Java,  on  the  Slat  of  December, 
1SI6,  for  the  trial  of  Captain  Heath,  on  chargea  and 
apedOcalioiu,  of  wbkh  the  following  i*  a  copy : 

"  CaiBai  I.  Kareapectfol,  insolent,  and  contempt- 
uonacondnct  to  me, hiaenperior officer.  Specification 
I.  That  be  did,  on  or  aboni  the  22dof  Jaly,  tSie,  on 
board  of  the  United  Btites  frigate  Java,  then  atanding 
into  the  Bay  of  Naplea,  on  being  aahed  by  me  "  why 
a  certain  marine  waa  anffisred  to  appear  on  deck  in  eo 
filthy  and  dirty  a  drenl"  reply  to  me  in  an  inaolent, 
djare^ectfiil,  atid  contemptuou*  manner.  Specifiea- 
tion  3.  That  he  did,  lata  in  the  evening  of  the  ISIh  of 
September,  1816,  on  board  the  United  Sutea  frigate 
Java,  then  at  anchor  in  the  harboi  of  Hesaina,  cauaa 
a  letter,  written  by  bimietf,  and  couched  in  language 
l^hly  improper  to  be  uaed  towarda  hie  commanding 
officer,  to  be  W  on  my  table,  in  the  cabin  of  aaid  ihip. 
Specifioation  3.  That  he  did,  when  sent  for  into  the 
cabin,  and  ai^ed  •'why  he  took  aueh  a  time  lo  write 
ne  a  letter  of  that  kind?"  aaanme  a  dnnrtiaent 
t4lwardB  ma  highly  provoking  and  diareepectfnl.  The 
sforeaaid  charge  and  apedflcation*  being  in  violation 
of  a  part  of  the  10th  article,  and  a  part  of  the  I3th 
article  of  the  rale*  and  regulalioni  m  the  better  gov- 
ernownt  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  State*. 

"  CuKB>  3.  Neglect  of  daty  and  unofficer-like 
condiict.  Specjfioalioa  1.  'flat,  on  or  about  the  eve- 
ning of  the  16th  of  September,  1S16,  on  board  the 
United  States  ahip  Java,  than  at  anchor  in  the  harbor 
<tf  Meaaina,  he,  tlw  said  Captain  J^n  Heath,  did,  on 
two  marinea  jgrnptng  overboard  to  awim  from  the 
ahip,  neglect  to  come  on  deok,  althongh  called  and 
infnraMd  of  this  oirauBatance,  alleging  a*  a  reaaon 
thirdbr  tha  anbteiftiBe  of  hie  being  lick.  Spactfioa- 
twaS.  That  ha  did,  when  ordered  by  me,  at  eaid  time 
and  piaoa,  to  conie  oa  deck  and  uiuler  the  marines, 
awale  ttul  da^  in  «  carrieM  and  indifCsreMt  man- 
ner i  and,  when  the  marinea  wan  auiatared,  did  neg- 
lect to  report  to  ine  nntil  called  and  diceeled  ao  to  do. 
teecification  3.  That  he  did  negleet,  on  the  daaertion 
01  aaid  maiinee  from  the  ship^  lo  take  thoaa  immediate 
Blepa  for  their  recovery  that  became  him  aa  command- 
ing officer  of  the  detachment  lo  which  they  belonged, 
and  were  required  by  the  nrgani^  of  the  case.  Thia 
charge  and  apeciSeation  beiag  in  violation  of  a  part 
of  the  SOth  article  and  the  18tb  article  of  the  rales  and 
regulations  for  tiia  better  gevemmeut  of  the  Navy  of 
tba  United  8Utee. 


•'  Cai.Bo>  S.  Disobedience  of  orders.  Spedficatioit. 
That  he  did,  at  the  time  and  place  referrad  to  io  tlu 
3d  specificetion  of  lat  charge,  thou^  repeatedly  or- 
dered to  be  ailent,  continue  to  speak,  althongh  vrarned 
of  the  consequsncee,  and  in  the  aame  indaeoroiu  and 
contempluona  manner  as  is  therein  alleged,  thereby 
violating  a  part  of  the  Uth  article  of  the  rnles  and 
regvtationa  for  the  better  government  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States. 

0.  H.  PBRRT. 

"  U.  8.  sail.  JiT*, 

"Aloisbs  Bit,  OeMer  14,  tS16." 

Of  these  chargea  and  spedfieationa  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  observe  only,  that  the  o&ence  on  which  Iha 
greatest  atcesa  is  laid,  was  commitlad,  as  the  q>eeifica- 
tion  sUtaa,  on  the  SSd  of  July,  ISIS;  that  Captain 
Heath  was  neither  arrested,  suspended,  nor  warned 
that  DOtiee  would  be  taken  of  this  oSinee ;  that  on 
the  161h  of  S^tember,  1816,  CapUin  Heath  is  again 
supposed  by  Captain  Perry  to  commit  an  oflanoe,  fi>i 
which  Captain  Peiiy  suspends  him  from  the  azercia* 
of  the  duties  of  his  office;  that  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  commisaion  of  theae  two  oflencas,  a  ganenl 
coart  martial  convenes  in  the  Bay  of  Naples,  of  which 
Captain  Perry  ia  preeiden^  and  Captain  fieUh  a 
member;  that  afler  Captain  Heath  had  been auapcod- 
ed  from  duty  two  days,  he  addroMed  a  note  to  Cap- 
tain Peny,  of  which  the  follovriog  ia  a  copy  : 
"  U.  8.  raiBATi  Java, 
MsaaiKA,  September  18,  1816. 

*■  8ia;  On  the  evening  of  the  16th  infant  I  was 
ordered  below  by  yon  front  the  quarter-deck  of  this 
ship,  with  theae  words,  or  to  ^at  efiect, "  I  have  no 
further  use  for  yonr  services  on  boa^  this  ship."  I 
have  waited  until  thia  moment  to  luiow  why  I  have 
been  thus  treated;  and,  being  ignorant  of  the  canaoa, 
request  my  arraat  and  diarges. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"JOHN  HEATH,  Gapltm of  tHainu." 

The  language  of  thia  note  Captain  Perry  condd- 
ered  diarai^ctful,  and  summoned  Captain  Heathinto 
hi*  cabin.  Wmuigly  would  ^ar  memorialists  draw 
a  veil  over  the  transaction  which  then  and  there  took 
place ;  most  willingly  wonld  they  bury  in  oblivion 
a  traoaaction  ao  diagrceefhl  to  the  character  of  an 
American  officer.  But  jnatice  to  themselves  fbrind* 
it.  It  appears,  by  the  etatement  of  Captain  Heath, 
and  the  acknowledgment  of  Captain  Perry,  that, 
alUr  some  converaalion  had  paaaed.  Captain  Parry, 
from  (aa  he  eaya)  "  a  dispoaition  to  chastise  insolence 
on  the  ^oli"  gave  to  Captain  Heath  a  blow,  and  after 
having  committed  this  outrage  on  his  person,  widl 
modi  abnsive  langnaga,  ordered  him  to  be  confined  to 
his  room,  end  a  sentinel  placed  over  him ;  a  meaaore 
which  hitherto  has  been  conddend  jnatifiable  in  tx- 
tt«m«  eaaea  wily.  A  little  reflection  convinced  Cap- 
tain Perry  of  the  impropriety  of  his  oondact,  and 
alarmed  him  for  its  conseqaenoes ;  be  accordingty, 
through  the  medium  of  another  poat  captain  and  the 
first  lientenVnt  of  the  Java,  made  an  overtare  to  Cap- 
tain Heath  of  reconciliation,  and  through  them  ten- 
dered an  apology,  but  insisted  on  terms  of  his  own 
dictating.  This,  Captain  Heath  having  a  due  regard 
for  his  own  reputation,  for  the  commission  which  he 
has  the  honor  to  bM,  and  for  the  resjiectability  of  liis 
brother  officers  of  the  ssmo  rank,  positivdy  refused  to 
accept,  and  in  his  turn  preferred  charges  sgainst  Cap- 
tain Perry.  A  court  martial  convened,  and,  as  we 
have  bean  nnoffidally  infonaed,  fbr  the  trial  of  Iwlb  i 
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bat  CapUin  P«ttj  nmained  in  the  aianiM  cf  tin 
fiinctioiu  of  hu  oSca,  vlul«  C>pt«in  Heath  wai  in 
doH  wnfioemeiil.  Of  tha  proosedioKt  of  Ibii  cooil 
jrooi  memonalute  knew  but  litUa ;  tha^  hiTe  ere  thit, 
they  pnaiune,  been  laid  before  the  boni>nble  Secretaij 
of  the  Neiy.  But  ibey  know  tluit  Caplun  Penj 
buniled  foi  the  Unitid  State*,  in  oommtnd  of  the 
Java,  with  the  Mnction  of  a  court  marlia],  tnd  that  of 
the  Conmandai-ui-chiei;  to  lopport  hi*  conduct. 

The  undenigned  haie  now  no  guatantaa  for  tha 
aafet;  of  their  penoni,  bat  the  use  of  Ihoee  armi 
which  die  lawi  of  thcii  connUr;  hare  pUced  in  their 
hand*,  and  that  perunal  Mrength  with  nluch  nslnre 
ha*  bleaaed  then.  To  Ihoee  mean*  ther  mu*t  leiorl, 
and  on  them  in  future  depend,  nnlen  the  honorable 
tha  Senate,  to  whom  the;  look  with  Glial  confidence, 
a*  the  guudien*  of  theii  right*,  will,  by  *  timely  io- 
teifcraooe,  nv*  them  from  the  diiagreeabla  ^tema- 
ttra  of  Telinquiahing  a  profeaiion  to  which  Ihay  are 
entboiiaetieaU]'  attached,  or  beeominB  in  ererj  in- 
stance tha  defonder*,  not  only  of  their  ehaiacter  bnt 
of  their  penon*.  Ptaeed  at  a  diitance  Aom  their 
conntiy,  and  widioat  the  immediete  inflaence  of  it* 
dvil  lawi,  youT  memorimliat*  rely  with  conBdance  on 
th«  decinon*  of  tha  high  tribunal  to  which  Ihay  now 
aolemnly  appeal.  Your  naDorieliat*  tnut  it  will  not 
angrow  too  mu«h  irf  the  TalnaUa  tine  of  tiM  Senate 
to  inititnta  an  aiaminatton  into  the  proeeediiac*  of 
this  eoort  in  tbeee  two  ttutance*.  Tbmjbt  l«a*e 
bLw  la  ilate,  that  a  eeaa  oecnned  at  Neptee,  in  An- 
giwt  laat,  betweeik  Captain  i.  O.  Crei^ton  and  Mid- 
■hipman  Mantoo,  of  the  Waihington,  tha  dednoo 
on  which  th^  alao  conaidei  a*  tendiuf  to  detlioT  tha 
conviction  which  every  officer  OBght  to  feel  while  in 
the  eiacntiou  of  the  dntiei  of  bis  office,  thai  tha 
strong  aim  of  the  law  ia  eitaoded  over  him,  eqoally 
fbi  hk  protection  daring  good  condnct,  and  for  hi* 
ponishmeni  when  he  donate*  from  it*  rale*.  If  your 
mamorialiat*  he<re  erred  in  making  Ihi*  appeal,  thay 
hope  it  will  be  attributed  rather  to  aa  aiDberanoe  than 
a  deSctency  of  good  foeliog ;  and  thay  triul  they  will 
arer  be  fonnd  ready  to  ob^  the  call,  and  rapport  the 
oaiue  of  their  conntry,  in  aAy  contest,  however  on- 
promiung  to  thenuelTe*  a*  iodtTidoal*. 

And  yonr  memoriallit*,  ■*  in  duty  bound,  will  erer 
pny. 

Thomie  Ap  Cataiby  Jonee,  Lieut.  Navy. 

W.  B.  Shubrick,  LieoL  Navy. 

T.  T.  Anchmn^,  Lieut.  IMatine  Corps. 

Chriatopher  Ford,  LieoL  Marine  Corp*. 

George  Pearce,  Lienl.  Haij. 

Bavariy  Kennon,  Lieut  Titvf. 

Samu^  L.  Brsase,  Lieut.  Pfaiy. 

Thomas  Nichols,  Bailing  Master. 

Robert  F.  Stockton,  LieuL  Na>y. 

Francis  B.  White,  Lieut.  Haiines. 

Joeeph  L.  Knhn,  LieuL  Marines. 

W.  H.  Watson,  LieuL  Navy. 

Wm.  H.  Cocke,  Lieut.  Xan. 

H.  B.  Breckentldge,  Cspt.  Marino  Corps. 

B.  Wuhington,  Surgaon. 

Oeo.  B.  Gngtish,  Lieut.  Marine  Corpe. 
lamei  Armatrong,  LieuL  Navy. 
George  Beall,  Purser. 

C.  8.  McCautey,  Lieut.  Naty. 
Hyde  Ray,  Burgaoo. 
Cba*.  T.  Statlint     ' 
B.  W.  Tomer,  I 
JoMj^  Caa*in,  UeoL  Ha*y. 


OuslaTU*  W.  Spooner,  LieuL  Na*y. 
Robert  S.  Kearney,  Buig*OD. 
Wm.  Hall,  CapL  Marina  Corps. 
John  Hsrris,  LieuL  Marines. 
Hemy  OlcotI,  LieuL  Marines. 
N.  Webster,  Lieut.  N«»y. 
8.  H.  Stringhsm,  LisuL  HaTy. 
W.  K.  Latimer,  LieuL  Naiy. 
L.  Ronnean,  LieuL  Nary. 
A.  H.  Montgomery,  Acting  Surgeon,  Mtvy. 
Bobert  Field,  Lie  at.  Nary. 
N.  L.  Montgonery.  Lieut.  Navy. 
H.  D.  Nicholson,  Lieut  Na*y. 
W.  LaughtoD,  Lient  Nary. 
John  Cadle,  Acting  Surgeon,  Nan. 
John  W.  Feaco,  Acting  Surgeon,  NaTy. 
M.  C.  AUwood,  Parser,  Navy. 
J.  L.  Horria,  Lieut.  Navy. 
Memorial  aflhtojittrto/ the  fmbrf  «•!«•  JfariNC 

The  officera  of  the  United  State*  Harine  Coi^  in 
a  MeditertaneaB,  present  the  following  memonal  to 
.  js  heoonUa  Banata  and  Honse  of  Repneaalali***  of 
liw  Unlad  States,  and  ptsy  that  Iheii  silnalion  on 
board  *h^  tnd  the  griaraneas  herein  oom^ained  of, 
mn  elum  their  ssiioas  attention. 

The  want  of  established  roles  and  regulationa  fcf 
the  Marine  Ci«p«^  when  stationed  on  boud  ship,  and 
this  dii^renee  of  diiciphne  in  difierent  voMris,  hate 
always  been  productive  of  serious  ills,  and  have  too 
frequently  oocssioned  anaTDidable  and  unhappy  die- 
tnrbancas.    Tha  undeisigned,  therefore,  do  eanestly 


s,  when  afloat,  mi^  be  dearly  and  dietinEtly  d^ 

ed,  and  right*  and  privilege*  piotected. 

~~     mdeiRgned  regret  the  naeoMlty  under  whlA 


Thani 
they  oonoeive  tbamsslvss   bound,   by  their  duty  to 
'''  ~  sarvioe  and  themselves,  of  entreatinK  lbs  honora- 


..        HahMi,oD  Captain' 

Ohvar  U.  F«ny,  of  the  Navy,  under  tha  obarKaa  of 
outraging  tha  rights,  fetdiaga,  and  panoa  of  the  eom- 
mMiding  officer  of  marines  of  the  United  States  6i- 
gate  Java,  and  prey  that  the  protection  of  their  righto 
and  pemon*  be  guarantied  by  aome  special  act  of 
Piingiii**,  or  that  the  rules  and  tagnlation*  fct  tha 
batter  gownment  of  the  Navy  be  more  sttietly  car- 
ried into  execottoa. 

JobuHall.M.  M.  C. 

H.  B.  Brackeuridge,  Os^t  Marina*. 

Wm.  HaU,  CapL  Marines. 

Jn.  L.  Knhii,  LieuL  Msrinss. 

Beniy  Oleett,  1st  LieuL  Matinee. 

rrands  B.  While,  1*1  LieuL  Marina*. 

Jn.  Burii^  1st  LianL  Marinas. 

B.  T.  Aoehmuty,  Sd  LianL  Marines. 

Chriati^sr  Ford,  LisuL  Marinas. 
Pomt  Miaor,  January  IT,  1817. 

U.  8.  SBIP  WASBIBaTOH, 

Fort  Xihm,  May  4,  1817. 

Sin;  I  have  (he honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  at- 
tested copy  of  a  letter  written  to  me  by  the  captain* 
and  oommander*  of  the  equHdron. 

I  fully  eoncnr  with  those  gentlemen  m  opinion,  and 
diall  believe  it  ny  doty  to  comply  with  their  requsst, 
so  &r  as  to  parsit  ths  offiesis  oonplalned  of  to  return 
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to  the  United  StoiM,  u  mm  u  II  on  be  iout  with- 
ool  tnJDiy  to  the  fahtia  aemoe. 

I  tuvo  tlia  boBOt  to  be,  Ac. 

L  CHAUNCEY. 
Hon.  BiiT].  W.  CB«i*]m*«aLD, 

Secretary  of  Ue  .Nwy,  WuAtn^fan. 
FoKT  M^aoir,  Jby  4,  1817. 
8im :  We,  the  Dadenigiicd,  optaim  and  commaii- 
den,umng  in  the  iquttlraa  under  jwur  ordcn,  here 


to  the  honerable  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stalai,  > 
memorial,  which,  ia  aoi  opinian,  u  calculated  to  ei- 
dte  dimfiectine  and  ininbordinatiou  ia  the  Nktj,  and 
biiog  into  contempt  a  aerviee  heietolbre  distingaiahed 
for  ita  reputation,  order,  and  sood  goTemmenL 

The  anderaigiied  mih  to  he  diatinctly  nodentood 
that  it  i*  not  afaiiiit  petitianiDg  the  LapalMiiM  fiw  a 
Tedteee  of  real  wronga  thatiMDawproteat,bBt«gmiQat 
tke  maAMT,  time,  and  otjeetiOflhe  ■MBOrialiata.irtiiofa, 
if  trajy  Npteaeoted  to  na,  are  a^  feUoir :  Thaj  eom- 
ptais  that  ihej  have  bean  lypreeaed,  «ad  i«q«ira  that 
UtaihiHiathBTtideaf  ao  act  for  the  baitai  foveraaent 
of  th«  Na*j  abonld  be  n*iMd,  aod  ao  ■■andird  ••  to 
daaignate  particHlaTlj  Ibe  poaiibMaent  of  ^nden; 
and  it  ie  balie*ed  that  they  even  go  ao  lar  ••  to  ihreaUn, 
Ihadthould  ikeirimaginBiy  grievaoeee  sot  be  ndnaaed, 
thnwill  leeoTt  t«  tlMtr  anna  £»  prateotion.  It  it  alao 
QttoefatoDd  that  the  memorialiMa  have  piaanmed  to 
nflact  on  the  membaia  of  tt*o  cmrte  martial,  oompoead 
of  offloen  of  long  atanding  in  the  Na*7,  that  theii 
maetiiiga  haie  been  held  with  apparent  lactec;,  and 
th«  memorial  atndioiul;  triUiheld  from  tbair  command- 
en,  who  would  readil;  aanotion  an;  meaenre  having 
for  ita  oljeot  the  good  of  the  aemce.  It  cannot  be 
dnied  that  it  >«  the  bonnden  dn^  of  officera,  more  ea- 
pect«Uy  when  on  a  IbteigB  itatioD,  to  oiltiTata  Imarda 
*iA  other  the  meet  perfect  iMnnimj  and  good  will ; 
bat  it  ie  the  opinion  of  the  underaigned,  that  the  caa- 
doot  lA  Iho  memoriaiiata  ia  calculated  to  have  a  cn>- 
traij  eflbct.  The  underaigoed  are  therajbra  impallad, 
I7  a  (BiTad  amae  of  dutj  wa  owe  to  oar  ooanti;  and 
OBDMlTea,  to  raqnaat  that  joB  will  be  pteaaed  la  m- 
iMTa  all  thoee  cAcen  tran  under  oar  reapectiTe  ooa)- 
nalHU,  u  Men  aa  the  pabtic  urtice  will  admit  of  the 
•■me,  aa  we  ennnM  but  conaidar  the  ugoan  of  the 
nemeiial  m  baling  fbrteitMl  all  daima  to  our  oe«fl- 
danoe,  and  thmr  eianpte  aa  ^dangering  the  1  naiila 
intruated  to  oar  charge. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  rer;  reapeotfoll;,  air,  jOnr 
obedient  aerraal*, 

WILUAM  M.  CRANE, 
J.  OEDB  CRBIOHTON, 
OBOROE  W.  SODGERB, 
THOMAS  QAHBLB, 
J.  I.  NICHOLSON, 
EDMUND  P.  KENNEDT. 
laiio  Cuoxeii,  Eaq.,  Cvrnmedore,  4«. 
A  true  eopj  of  the  original  on  file. 

Attert;        J.  WATSON,  Com.  Cbrk. 
C  B.  taxr  WianixeTon, 

Port  MaHon,  May  b,  1817. 

Thursdat,  Janaarj  22. 

The  pRniBBHT  coiDmunicsted  c  report  of  the 

Seereiar;  of  the  Treaiarf ,  prepareit  in  obedience 


lo  ft  rcwluijon  of  the  Swale  of  the  lltb  of  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  relatire  to  the  progreaa  which  has  been 
made  in  (he  aetilemeBt  of  public  aceouaie.  under 
the  "Act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  ■etllement 
of  public  aeeoanls ;"  and  as  to  what  fortlier  legal 
prorisions  may  be  necessEify  lo  iniure  the  speedy 
setilemeat  of  thoie  accounts  ;  and  the  report  was 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  from  Ibe  Cooimitlee  ou  Mili- 
tary A&irs,  ro  ivbom  was  referred  a  retoluiioa 
of  the  Senate,  diiecting  them  to  inquire  ioto  the 
expediency  of  providing  bviaw  for  eaforcing  ibe 
aiieudance  of  witnesses  before  courts  martial, 
made  report;  which  waa  read. 

Mi.  RoaaLEa  sabtnitted  the  following  motion 

r  coDsideidiion: 

Setoktd,  That  the  CemnkitlMon  tha  Public  Land* 
be  initracted  to  inqoira  into  the  expadiencr  of  paia- 
iog  a  law,  to  Teat,  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  Um  power 
of  aelling  the  remaining  thir^-five  aectiona  of  land,  in 
Ik.  .^  milea  reaerraiion  at  t£e  Beioto  aalt  worka,  and 
ing  the  proceed*  of  tfae  aale  to  each  puipaaei, 
for  the  u*e  of  the  State,  aa  the  Legialatnre  thereof 

\.j  think  proper. 

Mr.  CAHFnBLL  preeented  the  mnnerial  of  tbe 
judges  of  the  circuit  eonri  of  tbe  United  StatM, 
for  the  Disiriet  of  Columbia,  pnying  an  inereaaa 
of  niary,  for  reasuna  therein  stated ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Comnijtlee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Otis  presenied  the  memoriBl  of  Israri 
Tfaorndilie,  of^Busion,  formerly  of  Be* erly,  in  the 
district  of  Mauacbuselts,  praying  the  benefit  of 
drawback  on  ceriaia  goads  exported  by  him,  as 
Slated  io  the  memarial ;  which  was  read,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  Commiitee  oq  Pinaace. 

Mr.  RoBGBTB  presented  the  memorial  of  WU< 
.jam  P.Farrand,and  others,impotiiag  mecchaaU 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  some 
legidaiive  provision  ma?  be  made,  whereby  the 
importing  tnerehania  of  that  city  may  impoit 
merchanaise  into^  or  by  way  of  a  neighboring 
port,  more  especially  New  York  or  Baltiatoie, 
on  giving  bonds,  with  satisfactory  snreiies,  for 
the  payment  of  the  duties  in  Pblladi'lphia,  for 
msonB  slated  in  tbe  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finanre. 

Mr.  Smita  presented  the  petition  of  Tbomas 
Hall  Jervey,  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Charleston, 
in   tbe  State  of  South  Carolina,  praying  a  pri>- 

Cirtion  of  the  forfeitnre  of  ibepnraieer  lehoooer 
orely  Cordelia,  arrested  fav  him  for  a  violation 
□f  ihe  act  interdicting  the  slave  trade,  aod  prote- 
cuied  to  eoadem nation,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MoBBOW,  Iron  the  Committee  ob  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  provision  for  the  establishment 
of  additional  land  offices  in  tbe  Territory  of  Mif 
soari,"  reported  [be  same,  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Cbittbi*dbii,  from  the  Cooimittee  on  the 
Judiciary,  who  were  Instructed,  by  an  order  of 
the  Senate,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing to  Ibe  jadg«  of  tlw  sixth  circuit  coort  of 
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the  judge  of  lh«  district 

for  tbe  term  of  one  year,  durine  wbicb  time  the 

said  circnit  jadge  waa  compeliei]  hj  law  li 

form  the  dunes  of  Ihe  judge  of  Mid  district  i 

made  lepori,  together  with   the  following  r«t(>> 

iQtion: 

Retoieed,  Thit  no  eompeni 
regular  atKlad  mIuj,  ought  to  be  (Uoirnl  to  the  jndge 
of  the  uzth  drcnil  court  of  the  tTnllad  Btatai,  for  u>j 
duties  dcTOlTgd  DpoB,  and  peiftnned  b;  hjm  in  miim- 
qneaee  of  the  disabili^  of  the  dbtrict  judge  of  South 

The  report  and  resolaiioa  were  read. 

Mr.  TiOBEROK  sabmitled  the  following  motiooi 
for  consideration : 

SttaitKd,  That  the  Haitaij  CommiUee  be  instract 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediinc;  of  repealing  oi  mod 
ifying  BO  much  of  the  second  section  of  the  set  estab- 
lishing the  Militaiy  Btal^  as  relates  to  hospital  edt- 
geona  and  hospital  anigeons'  mates,  and  Ui  the  appoiill- 
ment  of  Jodge  adrocates. 

Semhed,  That  the  Military  Gommitlee  ba  instruct- 
ed to  inqaiie  into  the  aipedieDcj  of  a  rafcnn,  in  the 
psoriaions  of  tbe  law*,  nspeeting  the  euoloments  and 
allowances  to  the  Militan  and  Staff  offioen  of  (he 
Araty,  in  oidet  to  plaos  thain 


Tlt«  Senate  reiumed  the  eonsideratlan  of  tbe 
motion  of  the  Slat  instant,  for  recanting  informa- 
tion in  what  manner  tbe  troops  io  tbe  aernce  of 
the  United  Slates,  now  operating  against  tbe 
Seminole  tribe  of  Indians,  IiaTe  been  aabsiited ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  bill  to  ineorporata  the  Mechanie  Relief 
Socieif  of  Alexandria,  waa  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appiomia- 
tiona  for  tne  payment  of  tbe  arrearages  wnieb 
haTe  been  incurred  for  the  support  of  tbe  Mitiiarjr 
Establish  meat  pterioas  to  Ihe  Knt  of  January, 
1817,"  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Ihe  Committee  on  Finance^    . 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  ibemiliiarf  aetTioe of  the  Unilea  States, 
for  lb«  fear  1818,"  wae  tead  tbe  sefiood  time,  and 
■eferred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oonsideration  of  tbe  bill  eoncerniag 
the  district  of  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  Qeuntia ; 
and  tbe  farther  cansideraiion  thereof  was  post- 
poned nalil  Saturday  next. 

The  Senate  reaumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  considcniion  of  the  bill  directing  the 
tnanner  of  appointiog  Indian  agenia,  and  eootin- 
otoff  the  act  for  establishing  trading- houses  with 
the  Indian  tribes;  and  tbe  fbriber  eoasideration 
ihnaof  wat  postponed  tiatil  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  MisMiaippf, 
Ihe  report  of  tbe  eommissiooers  on  elaimi  to 
land  in  the  district  West  of  Peart  riTcr;  and 
abo  the  register  of  claims  to  lands  in  Ihe  district 
Bast  of  Pearl  rirer,  was  referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee  on   Public  Lands,  to   eonaidet   and   report 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  net 
making  appropriation  fot  repairing  certain  roada 
IStli  Con.  lit  Subs.— 5 


therein  described."  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
tbe  blanks  were  filled  each  with  "fire  tboaiaDd." 
The  bill  was  then  passed. 

Fbidat,  JaQuarjr  23. 

Mr.  Frombntim  presented  the  memorial  ol 
Jairaa  Laomis  and  James  Baasett,  tailio^-maiieta 
in  tbe  Narj'  of  the  United  States,  praying  a  poc 
lion  of  the  value  of  the  articles  captund  m  a 
negro  fort  on  the  rirci  Appniachicola,  wbicb  was 
destroyed  by  two  gun  vessels  andcr  ibeir  com- 
mand, as  Elated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  lo  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Affaire. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Con- 
railtce  on  Naral  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
Ihe  petition  of  Jobm  Keamle,  made  report,  to- 
gether with  the  following  reeolntion : 

Baahid,  That  the  peti&net  have  leaTs  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  wars  read, 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of  Joseph  Fat- 
ten, made  report,  together  with  the  following 
reeolaiion : 

JIsspbeA  nat  Ihe  prayer  of  the  patiliMm  oa^ 
not  to  ba  granted. 

The  report  and  raaolBiiaa  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBBRTa,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claima, 
lo  whom  was  refirred  the  petition  of  Isaac  Brigga, 
made  report ;  which  was  read. 

Ha  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Briggs;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pasted  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  renamed  the  eoniideralioa  of  the 
motion  of  the  2Sd  instant,  for  iiistractins  (he 
Commiliee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  vesting  ia  the  Stale  of  Ohio  the 
power  of  selliog  the  remaining  thirty-fire  see- 
tions  of  land,  in  the  six  mites  reservation  at  Ihe 
Scioto  salt  worka,  and  agreed  therela. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  considerailon  of  the 
motions  of  the  S2d  instant,  for  inatruciiog  the 
imittee  on  Military  AS^ira,  in  relation  to  the 
lary  staff  officers  of  the  Army;  aad  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  nniil 
"onday  next. 

The  Beirate  resumed  the  oonNderation  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  in  re- 
laiion  to  an  allowaace  of  compensation  to  the 
judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  conn  of  tbe  United 
Siaiee ;  end  the  further  eooiideration  thereof  waa 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Tbe  Seitaie  resumed  tbe  eonaideralion  of  the 
report  of  tha  Committee  on  Military  AShirs,  who 
were  iasiincted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
uf  providing,  by  law,  lor  enforcing  tbe  atiendanee 
of  witneeaes  before  conns  martial ;  and,  an  amend- 
il  bavinir  breo  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Wii^ 

-JB,  of  Tennessee,  the  further  coosideratiOB 

thereof  was  poaiponed  natil  next  Monday  week. 

The  Seoaie  resumed,  as  in  Commiliee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonaideralion  of  tbe  bill  to  divide  the 
Slate  of  Peoniylrania  into  two  judicial  districts; 
and  the  furibrr  eonsideraiioo  thereof  was  ptM- 
poned  UBiil  Monday  next. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Wbole,  ihe  coniideration  of  the  bill  lo  incorpo- 
nte  the  Meehaoic  Relief  Sociei^  of  AlesaDdria; 
and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bdrrii.l,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  the  Diitrici  of 
Columbia,  with  inatruciioni  lo  report  ■  cIadk 
litniliagtbeamoDnt  of  retland  perwnal  properly 
which  may  beholden  bjr  the  society,  and  realraia- 
tng  said  society  from  entering  into  any  banking 
or  eoromereial  operations;  and  also  that  ii  eon- 
Uin  a  provision  tbat  Congress  may,  at  any  time, 
alter  or  repeal  this  act. 

Mr.  OoLDsnoRODOB,  from  the  Commitiee  on 
Ibe  Distriei  of  Colombia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  last  mentioDcd  bill,  reported  the  same,  with 
•D  amendment;  whieb  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  comideratioD  of  the  bill  directing  the 
manner  of  appeintin*  Indian  agents,  aDd  contin- 
ning  the  act  for  eatabliibiog  Irading-boaiea  with 
the  Indian  tribes;  and,  the  bill  having  been 
■mended,  the  furlher  consideration  thereof  was 
poaiponed  until  Monday  Deil. 

Tne  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideiation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
Mit  making  proTttion  for  the  esiablishioent  of  ad- 
ditional land  offices  in  the  Territory  of  Bdisaoari," 


ported  the  bill  to  iheHoase  accordingly;  and  liie 
amendments  being  concurred  to,  they  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  (hebill  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

Mr.  RoSBRTe,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Joseph 
Cummiac,  administrator  of  James  Hnrtcn,  and 
Swnnel  Parker,  exeeoior  of  George  Parker,  de- 
oaaied,  made  report,  togetticr  with  the  following 
readution : 

Itt»ohxd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ooRhl 
■ot  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolation  were  read. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 

MoNDAy,  January  20. 
The  Pbebidbnt  commnnicated  a  report  of  the 
Seoreiary  for  the  Department  of  War,  comprs' 
bending  contracts  made  by  that  Department  in 
the  year  1817,  and  those  made  by  the  Purchanng 
and  Ordnance  departments,  for  the  same  period, 
-Q  compliance  with  "An  act  concerning  public 
C;  and  the  report 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  S9d  instant,  for  insirvcling  the 
Committee  on  Hiliiarv  Affairs  to  inqaire  into 
theezpediencyof  repealing  or  modifying  so  much 
of  the  act  eslatilisbing  the  military  eiafl  as  relatet 
•-  ■--  -'dI  surgeons  and  hospital  BorgeonE'  males; 
I  reform  in  the  prorisioos  of  the  laws,  re- 
apeiiting  the  emoluments  and  allowances  to  the 
military  and  naff  officers  of  the  Army,  in  ordei 
lo  place  them  on  a  more  economical  establish- 
ment, and  agreed  thereto. 


Mr.  Taylob  presented  the  petition  of  Thomu 
Qolden,  and  others,  prayiog  the  grant  of  a  certain 
fractional  section  of  land  on  tlie  west  fork  of 
White  river,  to  include  the  falls  on  said  rirer, 
with  a  sufficient  title,  to  John  Allen  and  James 
G.  Read,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  milb  there- 
on, for  reasons  stated  in  the  petiiioa ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on   Public 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  AOaira,  to 
whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of  John  Bleeinlft 
and  In  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  Itu 
leare  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coosideratina  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judieierjr,  wbt 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  (rf 
allowing  to  the  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  coort  of 
the  United  States,  a  sum  eqtial  to  the  salary  of 
the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  South  Carolina, 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  during  which  time  the 
said  circuit  judge  was  compelled  br  law  to  per- 
form theduiieaof  Ihe  jodseof  said  district  cosrt ; 
and,  00  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  poatpooed  tntil  Vedaaa- 
day  nexL 

Mr.  Goi.DanoBonoB  snbmlttad  the  followiag 
motion  for  consideration : 

Betaktd,  That  the  Preaidakt  af  tb«  United  SWm 
be  reqnaaled  taaenaeaBtateBMntofapeDdtninavpMi 
the  pnbUc  bnUdtnga,  and  an  account  of  their  pii^i^i 
to  bs  annnally  laU  before  Coagreas  at  the  conaeaA- 
meut  of  each  sewan. 

The  Seoate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  NaTal  Affiiira,  on  the 
memorial  of  certain  commissioned  oScen  of  the 
Nary,  under  the  rank  of  commanders;  and  also 
the  memorial  of  certain  offieers  of  the  Marine 
Corpa  attached  lo  the  Mediterranean  muadroa; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs  wak  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bUl  directing  the 
manner  of  appointing  Indian  agents,  and  conlin* 
ufog  the  "Act  for  eetablishiog  ttadiog-honsei 
with  the  Indian  tribes ;"  and  the  bill  baving  bem 
■mended,  the  PxsainBKT  repotted  it  to  the  Hoose 
accordingly ;  and  the  nmeadmenta  being  cooonr- 
red  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eagroasd,  mat 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Seante  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  consideration  of  Ibe  bill  aonoemiiig 
thedistrictofBrunswiekiio  the  State  of  Georgia; 
and  the  bill  baring  been  amendedvthe  PBiamsMT 
reported  it  to  tbe  Hodse  accordingly ;  and  the 
amendment  being  concorred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Daooitt  presented  the  petition  of  Martin 
Warner,  of  Derby,  in  the  Stale  of  Connecticut, 
praying  an  allowance  of  bounty  on  a  certain  &ab- 
ing  voyage,  as  auted  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  .to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Hanafaciures. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  coDsidentioa  ofthe  biU  to  diride  the 
State  ofPeDDsylrftDia  into  two  judicial  districts] 
aoit  the  bill  having  heea  Bmended,  the  further 
considentioa   thereof  was   postponed    until  lo- 


Mr.  SANroRD  pmeoted  the  petition  of  Timo- 
thy Rossiter  and  oihera,  who  served  as  oScera 
aad  Boldien  doring  the  Rerolutionarjr  war,  as 
therein  stated,  prafing  relief  i  and  the  petition 
was  read. 

The  Seatte  resumed  the  coasideratioa  of  the 
report  of  the  Cammiitee  of  Claima,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Forrest ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  waa  postponed  ua- 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coiuideralion  of  the  hill  to  incorpo' 
rate  the  Mechanic  Relief  Society  of  Alexandria, 
together  witb  the  imendment  reported  thereto  br 
ibe  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
theameadmeol  baviDgbeea  asreed  to,ihePsE»^ 
ideut  reported  the  hilfto  the  Bogae  accordingly : 
and  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engroMed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coa»deration  of  the 
report  of  ibe  Coinmitiee  of  Claiias,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  peiitians  of  Jciseph  Cunoraing,  ad- 
ministrator ofJames  Murreo,  and  Samuel  Parker, 
executor  of  George  Parker,  decenaedjvaad,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  reaolred  tbai  tbe  pnyar 
of  the  petitioners  ODghi  not  to  be^nied. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coniidendon  of  the 
leport  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reiened  Uie  petition  of  John  Peten  and  Babin 

P0i»d. 

On  KOtiou,  by  Mr.  Robbrtb,  to  amend  tbe 
resnlnrion,  by  sirikiDg  out  after  the  word  "  That," 
to  tbe  end  thereof,  and  inserting,  "  a  bill  be  re- 
'  ported.  authoTlziog  the  petitioners  to  bare  the 
benefit  of  a  hearing  before  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Tnasary.  in  the  same  manner  as  if  a  eondem- 
nalion  of'  their  property  had  not  occurred,  so  i 
far  as  respects  tbe  moiety  of  the  forfeiture  resl- 
^  in  the  Dnited  States,^'  it  was  determined  in 
ihe  negative — yeas  8,  nays  26,  as  foUowt : 

YiAs— M eMV  AAnwi.  BwriU,  DaffipU,  JIojMr, 
Kins.  Moiri^  Otia,  and  BotNMk. 
Ha.1*— M«Mn-GanpMI.  Grilt«dM),DicfcraaM^£p- 


Stoier,  Tail,  TaUot  TajkM.  TiehMgT,.^bMip,  Tan 
Srke,  WilUwM  of  i(iMi«w>  mUiManf  Tausasoa, 
an^Wihaa. 

And,  in  eoncamAca  with  tka  lopeit.  It  ^paa 
KMlred  ihai  tbe  pacilionet*  bare  leave  to  with- 
draw ibeir  petition. 

A  mesBMe  from  the  Hottae  of  Hafmutatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  HoQse  hare  paesed 
a  hill,  eaiitled  "An  act  to  supply  Tac^nciet  under 
commisaioDs  of  bankruptcy,  in  which  bill  tbey 
requeai  the  concuri^oce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  meationcd  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  readiog. 

Tbe  Senate  reinmed,  as  in  CompiUee  of  the 
Wbole,  llu  co,i^dfEUuit  of  tbe  biii,  eaiilled  "An 


act  foTiberelief  of  John  Anilaw>ni''aBd,on  mo- 
tioti  by  Mr.  Daooett,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  tbis  day  two  weeks. 

Tub  BOAT,  January  87. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairsj  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  glrisf 
pensions  to  tbe  orphans  and  widows  of 'persona 
slain  in  the  public  or  prirate  armed  Tessebof  the 
United  Slates;  and  the  1    "  '   ~    ~ 

tbe  second  reading. 


s  read,  ftnd  p 


Ur.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Jeremiah 
Gr^ory  and  others,  praying  to  be  nermitted  td 
purchase  the  public  lands  on  which  they  live,  aii4 
which  they  have  improved,  at  the  price  fixed  by' 
law ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  Bnd  reArred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Taylor  ateo  preaanled  tbe  petition  of  tke 
executrix  and  exsentors  of  Tonissant  Dubois,  de* 
ceased,  pta^log  to  be  permitted  to  locate  eUi» 
of  laad,  whteh  have  been  eonlrmed,  on  snck  paru 
ef  the  reaeive  traot  ■•  mar  ^  vaeaati  and  tht 
peiltion  was  read,  and  t^mi  to  the  saiae  eom- 
Bltlee. 

Ur.  NoBLB  presented  the  petition  of  Huh  Uaf, 
of  Indiana,  late  an  ensign  in  the  Unites  Btatea 
Attaj;  praying  reimbnrsament  of  ocpMiieB  al- 
tendng  tha  prosecatlon  of  a  sail  institnied  against 
him  by  a  reernit  under  bis  bonunand,  who  ma 
liberated  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  as  slated  in 
the  petition;  whichwae  read, and  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Senate  resumed  (he  eoaiideraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  waa 
rafeued  the  petition  of  Joseph  Forrest;  and  tbe 
cansidaraijiui  tbc(«)f  waa  furtW  postponed  va- 
til  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  rawtmed,  as  in  Contnaittee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  eoBaidct*tian  of  the  Kit  (br  (be  relief 
of  Isaac  Brigg*  i  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  Ihe  Pbesidekt  reported  the  bill 
to  Ibe  House ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  supply  vacancies 
under  com  missions  of  baokruptcy,'  was  read  tbe 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  luaking  piovtsion 
for  tbe  establishment  of  additional  land  offices  in 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed  willi  amendments. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cahpbell,  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petilioii 
of  William  G.  Ridgely,  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  were  discharged  from  the 
fortbcr  con&ideraiion  thereof,  and  it  was  referred 
to  Ihe  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tores.  _. 

Mr.  Caupbell,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  a  sutement  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  showing  the  amoUBt 
of  duly  which  accrued  on  salt  imported  during 
the  years  1815  and  1816,  and  from  tbe  1st  ot 
January,  to  tbe  30ih  of  June,  1817,  together  with 
tbe  amount  paid  for  bounty  OA  pickUd  fish  ex- 
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tiorted.  and  for  illowances  lo  reaieli  employed 
ID  the  ijlatieries,  doting  that  period  ;  with  iDBlnie- 
tioDR  to  inqajre  into  tbe  ezpedieney  of  repealiog 
the  law  laying  that  duty,  roado  report,  together 
with  the  following  resolation : 

SeulMd,  That  it  i*  not  ezpediant  to  iipeil  the  law 
impoung  ■  datj  on  lalt. 

The  report  and  reiolntioD  were  rtad. 

Mr.  Tboup  gave  nolice  ibat,  to-morrow,  he 
ahoald  aak  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  Richard  M.  Joboion. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Gommitiee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jos. 
Bevao,  of  Georgia,  made  report,  together  with 
the  following  reaoluiion : 

RtMoittd,  That  tha  prayer  of  the  patitiOBat  onght 
not  to  Im  (Tanted. 

The  report  aid  readatioo  were  read. 

Mr.  HoMOW,  from  the  Committee  on  PoUie 
I^nda,  to  whom  wna  referred  a  leaolotioD,  direet- 
JM  "  that  the  Comiuiaeioow  o(  the  Qeneral  Land 
Office  farnith  each  uddier  who  may  receive  a 
patent  for  tnililarv  bonnty  land,  a  deaeripiioa  of 
the  qnality  of  bit  lot,  aa  minaled  in  the  field  noiaa 
of  the  aDiTeyor,"  made  k  report  ikeieoa  ;  which 
wu  read. 

The  Senate  reiomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conuderalioo  of  the  bill  to  divide  the 
Slate  of  PenoiylTania  into  two  judicial  diitriciB ; 
Kod  tbe  bill  haTJng  been  further  amended,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  DAoaErr,  the  further  cooaidera- 
tioo  thereof  was  poat^ned  uoitl  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Talbot  aabanitied  the  following  motion 
for  canaideratlon : 

JUtehed,  That  the  Caumiltae  on  Ilia  Jndieiarj  be 
inalnictad  to  ioqaira  into  the  ipadiewey  of  ao  fcc 
duDBtDg  the  pieaent  judicial  qratecn  of  tbe  United 
Stalea,  aa  to  Monda  far  the  |iad«al  dtauAMioa  «"*-- 
nanbei  of  lbs  jndgea  who  at  pteaant  eontpoai 
Sapreua  CTun;!,  for  the  r— trirting  th*  fonotiaiu  and 
dnliea  of  the  judge*  ol  that  court,  to  tha  holdiog  the 
■enioiu  thereof  and  the  othai  dotiei  incideDtal  then- 
te;  of  eatabliihiog  and  organiiing  ■  circuit  couTt  id 
aach  of  tha  Diiited  State*  in  whitii  a  cirenit  court  hu 

t  beretofbre  bean  eatabliibad,  and  of  providiog  br 

a  appointment  of  a  competent  number  of  circuit 

'-»fbT  tbfl  holding  the  drcnit  court*  of  the  United 


'Aale*. 


Mr.  Cbitteddgk,  from  the  Ci 
Judiciary,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, .  _ 
ported  a  bill  lo  alter  and  amend  an  net,  approved 
tba  3d  day  of  March.  1817,  entitled  "An  act  lo 
«*taUiah  a  separate  Territorial  governmeol  for 
the  eaaieru  part  of  tbe  Misaisiippi  Territory;" 
mnd  Ihe  bill  was  read,  and  peased  lo  the  second 
leading. 

Mr.  Otib  submitttd  the  followiag  motion  for 
consideration : 

Bttohtd,  That  the  Cnnuniltea  of  Claims  ba  __ 
nraetad  to  inquire  into  tba  eipedlanEj  of  providing 
•"  th*  eiiminatioD  and  allowanca  of  manBy*  paid  by 
weSt>t«i>r  MaaaachniaUs  lor  tha  *i]pplie*  and  -  - 
™«*  of  tiM  militia  of  that  8ute  emi^oved  daring 
late  war,  in  i^  common  defence,  ao  lir  a*  tba  n 
*Sk*  oil  "^^  prindpjei  of  canity  and  juitioa. 

The  Seiiate  then  tdjoninea. 


Wbdhksaay,  January  28. 

Mr.  TATLoapreaented  the  petition  of  Abraham  ; 
Wisemao,  and  others,  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  j 
prayins  permission  toalter  their  eiftries of  lands,  . 
which  nave  been  eironeooaly  marked;  and  the  ' 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  lo  Ihe  Committee  , 
-  Public  Lands.  I 

Ar.  CBiTTERDEn,  from  the  Conirailtee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  ioercaae  the  aalariea  of  the  juogea 
of  the  circuit  coort  for  the  Districiof  Columbia; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  aecond 
reading. 

Mr.  DicKERBOn,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 

ras  referred  the  resolution  proposiog  bd  ameod- 
_ient  to  the  Conatiluiion  of  the  Uoited  States, 
as  it  respects  the  election  of  Repreaentaiirei  in 
Congress,  and  ihr  appointment  of  Electors  of 
Presidentand  Vice  President  of  iheUniied  Siaten, 
reported  the  same,  with  the  following  amend- 
ment: "Strike  out  tbe  whole  of  the  resolution 
after  the  enactiogclBose,and,  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of,  the  fallowing; 

*■  That  tha  faHowing  amandmant  to  lbs  ConatitotioB 
of  tba  United  States  be  proposed  lo  llie  Lafislatarea 
of  the  severs]  States,  which,  when  rstiSvd  b;  tbe  Le- 
gislatnies  of  thiee-fourths  of  the  States,  aball  be  valid,  i 
to  all  intent*  and  pncpoaes,  as  a  part  of  the  said 
Constitution — 


b;r  its  lienlaloie,  tie  divided  into  a  Bomber  of  dis- 
tricts, equal  to  the  nnmlterorRepresenlativH  to  which 
aueh  Stata  may  be  entitled.  The  disbiets  shall  b« 
famed  of  eoUignona  tanitoiy,  and  eontaiii,  a>  neariy 
as  iBBjr  be,an  equal  number  of  pananB,antitIedbj  the 
GenatiUiliaii  to  be  lapreaaaled.    In  es-*^  n^-^.. 


vote  for  Rapreaentativc*  is  each 
li*trict  shall  choose  one  Elector.  The  two  additional 
Electon,  lo  which  each  State  is  entailed,  aball  be  a^ 
pointed  in  such  muinet  «a  the  Legislature  thereof  may 
ilirect.  The  Electors,  when  oenvened,  at  tbe  lime  sM 
place  preKribed  bj  lew,  for  the  poipoee  of  voting  far 
Picsidenl  and  Vice  Preeident  of  tbe  United  States, 
shall  have  power,  in  caa*  soy  of  then  ahdl  UI  to  at- 
tend, to  chooae  an  Elector,  or  Elactoia,inpIaeeof  him 
or  Umh  aa  failing  to  attend.  The  division  of  Stale* 
into  districts,  as  hereby  provided  far,  aball  take  place 
immadiatdy  afker  this  asMndmaal  afaall  be  mdapted ; 
and  afWrwarda,  whenevor  a  oenaas  shall  bo  takoo,  and 
~  Bepnaaatatlvaa  under  it  Bhsll  be 
AaSl  not  be  altsred,  until  a  enb- 

ha«s  been  takes,  and  an  appor- 

d  Bep*«sentativ«a  undef  it  shall  have  been 


inttracted  to  ioquira  into  the  eipediency  of  providing 
for  tbeaecuriiyofpssasngeia  in  stage  coaches,  in  wbi(£ 
the  nail  of  tbe  United  Slatea  may  be  tnneportad, 
againat  danger  arising  from  grOM  negUgence  of  pro- 
ftietaiB  aad  drivera. 
Ur.  CaarHLL,  rrom  tbe  Committee  en  Fi- 
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BuiAn. 


DBDce,  10  nboia  was  referred  the  bill,  entiUed 
"An  «el  makiog  approprialioDS  for  tbe  pay  meat 
of  ttrreftrages  wbich  hare  been  incaried  for  the 
support  of  the  Militirjr  EsiBblishmeni,  previous 
to  the  first  of  JniuiBry,  one  ihoutand  eight  hun- 
dred «itd  leTenieeo,"  reported  ibe  same  with  kd 
amendmeDt,  which  wu  read;  aad  the  bill  wu 
considered  as  in  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  ;  and 
(he  ftnaendmenl  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Phes- 
iDEMT  reported  the  bill  to  tbe  Hoase  accordiugly  ; 
BDd  the  amendmeot  beiog  coocurred  ia,  the 
amendmeot  vai  ordered  (o  De  engrotsed,  and  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  engrossed  bill  eoaeerniag  the  district  of 
Bmnswick,  in  the  Stale  of  Oeorgia,  vas  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  billtoiseorporate  the  Mechanic 
Relief  Society  of  Alexandria,  was  read  a  third 
Um«,  tbe  blaoK  being  filled  with  "forty  thousand 
dollars,"  and  passed. 


The  engrossed  bill  directing  tbe  manner  of  «p- 
poiattDg  Indian  agents,  and  continning  the  act 
for  establishing  Ira  ding -ha  uses  with  the  lodiao 
tribes,  was  read  a  third  time ;  the  blank  was  filled 
ftist,  with  "  first  of  April  next ;"  second,  with 
<■  first  of  March,  1819,"  and  the  hill  was  passed. 

The  hilt  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs  was  read 
a  third  time, and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  certain  codI' 
missioned  officers  of  tbe  Narjr,  under  tbe  rank  of 
commanders  i  and  also  the  memorial  of  certain 
officers  of  the  Marina  Corps,  attached  to  the 
Mediterranean  squadion ;  and,  on  motion  b7  Ur. 
Bakbour.  the  consideration  thereof  was  funhei 
posinoDeu,  until  next  Mondajr  week. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  tbe  Com- 
miitee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  were  iasiructed  to 
ioqaite  into  the  espeoiencf  of  allowing  to  tbe 
judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  a  certain  salary,  for  having  performed  the 
duties  ol  tbe  judge  of^the  district  court  of  South 
Carolina ;  and  tbe  consideration  thereof  was  fui- 


report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  lo  whom 
waa  referred  a  statement  from  the  Treasury  Df 
partmeot,  showing  the  amount  of  duty  which 
accrued  on  salt  imparted  during  the  pears  1B15 
and  1S16,  and  from  tbe  1st  of  Jannaty,  to  the  30(h 
Jane,  1817 ;  together  with  the  amooat  paid  for 
bonnty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  for  allow- 


and  tbe  further  consideratioa  thereof  was  poH- 
poned  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  tbe  ooasidemlion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Bcvao  of 
Qeorgia,  and,  in  concurrence  iberewilh,  rewjlved 
ibat  tbe  prayer  of  the  petition  oaght  not  to  be 

Tbe  Senate  resomed  tbe  consideratioa  of  tbe 
■notion  oflhetwenty-sevenibiasiaBt,  for  insiitiat- 


iog  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  ia^nin 
into  the  expediency  of  cbanging  the  preseal  judi- 
cial system  of  ibe  United  States  ;  which  being 
amended,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Betohed.  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary be  instrocted  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency 
of  so  far  cbanging  the  present  judicial  syaiem  of 
the  United  States,  as  to  provide  for  the  gradual 
diminution  of  the  jodees  who  at  present  compote 
the  Supreme  Court :  for  the  restricting  tbe  func- 
tions and  duties  of  the  jndges  of  that  court  to  the 
holding  the  sessions  thereof,  and  the  other  duties 
incidental  thereto ;  of  establishing  and  organizing 
a  circuit  court  in  each  State  in  the  Uoion,  in 
which  a  circuit  court  has  not  heretofore  been 
established  i  and   of  providing  for  the  appoint- 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion,  of  tbe  26th  instant,  for  requesting  a  state- 
ment of  expenditures  upon  the  public  buildinn, 
and  an  account  of  their  progress,  to  be  annuaRy 
laid  before  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of 
each  session ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  27th  instant,  for  instructing  tbe 
Committee  of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  for  the  examination  and  aUow- 
ance  of  moneys  paid  by  tbe  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, for  the  supplies  %aii  services  of  tbe  militia  of 
that  State  j  and  tbe  farther  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  bill,  in  addition  lo  an  act,  giving  pensions 
to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons  dain  ia 
the  public  or  private  armed  vesseU  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  bill  to  alter  sad  amend  an  act  approved 
the  3d  day  of  Match,  1817,  entitled  "An  act  (o 
establish  a  separate  Territorial  government  for 
the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,** 
was  read  tbe  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  divide  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts; 


and  the  bill  havina  been  farther  amended,  the 
PaaMoaav  repotiea  it  to  the  House  accoidia^y  t 
aad  the  amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  bill 


waa  ordered  t 
time. 

The  Ssnata  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th«  , 
Whole,  tbe  constdetatiou  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  (urviving  officen  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  Army,"  together 
with  tbe  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  on  Military  ASAira;  and  the  con- 
sideration thereof  was  furtbor  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  resolution  direetr 
ing  that  the  Commissioner  of  tbe  Oeneral  Land 
Ootce  fornish  to  each  soldier  who  may  receive  a 
patent  for  iqilitary  bounty  land,  a  descriptioa  of 
the  quality  of  his  lot,  as  minuted  on  the  field 
nates  of  the  surveyor;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  the  PaaaiDiirr  reported  it  to 
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tbe  Houie ;  and  on  the  qneBtton,  "  Shall  this  re- 
■alntion  b«  cngtoised  and  read  a  third  timeV  ft 
was  determiDed  in  the  nFgaiire. 

Tbubsdat,  Janmry  29, 

The  Phesidbht  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  ibe  Department  of  War,  ex- 
hibitioff  ihe  names  of  the  clerks  employed  io  the 
WTerafoffices  ailached  (o  that  Deimrtment  aod 
theanm  given  to  each  for  the  year  1817;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  Smith  preaented  the  meraorial  of  John 
Hall,  late  a  major  in  the  Marine  Corps  of  the 
United  Slates,  praying  relief  in  the  settlemeDl  of 
bis  accounts,  in  consequence  of  hia  haTiog  been 
lobbed  of  a  certain  mm. of  money,  as  stated  in 
thtf  memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Commillee  of  Ctaimi. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Willuhb,  of  Mississippi, 
theMeuage  of  the  Pieaideot  of  the  United  Stalea, 
enramnnicated  the  30tb  instant,  respecting  the 
daira  of  the  heira  of  Caron  de  Beaumarchais,  lo- 
gether  with  the  accompanying  documents,  was 
nferted  to  the  Commillee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  28ih  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  security  of  pas- 
sengers  in  stage  coachea ;  which,  being  amended, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

itaolved,  That  the  Coipmittee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  he  Instructed  to  inquire 
ioto  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  security 
of  pBs«eD|[ers  in  stage  coaches,  in  which  the  mail 
of  the  United  States  may  be  transported,  against 
danger  arising  from  gross  negligence  of  proprie- 
tors and  drivers. 

The  Senate  tesuoied  the  report  of  the  Com- 
nitiee  on  Finance  relaiire  to  Ihe  duty  on  ull; 
and  the  eonsideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned ontil  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  jadges 
of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Was  read  the  second  lime. 

aTOTTTINO  O^IOBBB  OP  THE  KETOLU- 

TION. 

Tfce  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  Ihe 

Whole,  the  consideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

•  aet  to  provide  for  eerlain  office^  and  soldiers  of 

^e    Revolutionary  army,"   together  with  the 

amendment*  reported  thereto  by  the  Commillee 

on  Hilllary  Af&ira. 

Mr.  Kino  took  a  comiirehentiTe  view  of  the 
principal  features  of  the  bill,  stated  his  objections 
to  the  provision  it  proposed  for  seamen,  militia, 
dbc,  and  concluded  by  moving  that  the  bill  be 
ncommitied,  and  the  committee  instrncted  to 
aBkend  the  same,  so  as  to  confine  its  provisions 
to  a  grant  of  half  pay  for  life  to  the  surviving 
cdicers  of  tbe  Revolationary  army  on  the  Con- 
tinental establishment,  who  served  lor  three  years, 
6r  DUlil  the  end  of  the  war,  jncludins  those  who 
were  entitled,  under  any  resolve  of  Congress,  to 
balf  i^y  for  life ;  the  half  pay  so  to  be  granted,  to 


be  ascertained  by  tbe  rank  according  to  which 
the  accounts  of  the  respective  officers  were  finally 
settled. 

Mr.  Babbouh  followed,  and,  after  argning  at 
some  length  to  show  the  imposaibility  of  provi- 
dinr  for  alt  included  in  the  bill,  and  the  itnprac- 
licaollily  of  discriminating  between  the  different 
classes  provided  for,  moved  an  indeflniie  post* 
panement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SuiTB  said,  that,  during  the  discussion  of 
this  qaestion,  the  gentleman  Irom  Tirgioia,  (Mr. 
Barbocr,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Massacbn- 
■ells,  (Mr.  Otis,)  bad  contended  for  the  Gm 
honors  of  the  Revolution,  in  the  acts  of  the  rival 
compatriots,  Mr.  llenry  and  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
8.  said,  if  South  Carolina  conld  not  boast  of  bav- 
ing  been  first  in  the  Revolutioa,  he  could  confi- 
dently say  she  was  not  the  least,  nor  yet  tbe  last. 
She  had  performed  her  ample  share.  But,  if  he 
was  to  decide  to  whom  the  first  honor  was  due, 
he  would  saT  to  that  band  of  paltiots,  who.  re- 
gardless of  iDe  consequences,  entered  the  Bntisli 
■hips  In  Boston  harbor  and  threw  the  lea  over- 
board. This  was  the  first  efficient  operation, 
andposterit]^  woold  look  back  upon  it  with  grate- 
ful recolleciton. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  well  aware  of  the  ditod- 
vanges  under  wbich  be  should  address  the  Sen- 
ale,  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  flew  York,  (Mr. 
KiKo;)  as  what  he  should  urge,  he  plainly  per- 
ceived, wonld  be  in  direct  opposition  to  the  gen- 
eral sentiment  that  prevailed  in  the  House,  as  he 
was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  genenl  principles 
of  the  bill,  as  well  as  to  the  amendment.  If  either 
ought  to  prevail,  be  would  prefer  the  bill.  Th« 
'amendmenL  he  thouehl,  was  entirely  inadmissi- 
ble. It  had  for  in  objeci  a  special  prnvision  for 
the  officers  of  the  RevolniionarT  army,  In  the 
ContinentBl  line,  to  tbe  otter  exclusion,  not  only 
of  the  soldiers  of  tbe  army,  hot  of  the  militia  of 
every  description;  many  of  whom  bore  a  dis- 
tinguished part  in  the  contest  for  the  independ- 
ence of  this  nation.  Tbe  bill,  as  it  came  from 
tbe  House  of  Representatives,  was  more  liberal ; 
it  makes  pravision  for  the  soldiers  as  well  as  offi- 
cers; although  it  inakee  no  provision  for  tbe 
milit&L,  the  bulwark  of  the  nation.  It  also  pro- 
vides for  the  distressed  seamen  and  marines  of 
the  Rerolniion.  But,  says  the  genilemao  who 
offers  this  amendment,  the  seamen  and  marine*, 
as  well  as  their  officers,  were  well  -provided  for; 
ihey  were  entitled  to  Ibe  priae  money.  The 
naval  force  of  Ihe  United  States,  at  that  time, 
was  very  inconsiderable.  It  consisted  of  two  or 
three  frigates,  a  few  sloops,  and  a  few  jprivateer^ 
whieh  had  to  contend  with  one  of  the  greatest 
maritime  Powers  in  the  world.  The  consequence 
of  which  was,  inilead  of  enriching  themselves, 
most  of  (hem  fell  into  Ihe  hands  of  the  enemy, 
who  threw  them  ioio  prison-ships  and  dongeons, 
where  many  of  them  lingered  ont  a  miserable 
life,  and  perished.  And  such  as  did  survive,  with 
a  few  accidental  exceptions,  were  left  poor. 

We  are  told  we  cannot  provide  fbr  all,  as  tbe 
state  of  Ihe  Treasury  will  not  admit  of  It;  and 
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tke  otteera  an  to  be  aelMiad  u  tbe  Doly  obj«c(B 
of  lh«  public  bounty.  And  we  tic  told  ■■  ■  !««• 
■on  for  tbi«  pTefarcBee,  that  somethmg  ia  du«  to 
ike  nnk  th<y  bold  in  »oei«if,  Rod  tfakt  Bome  dis- 
UbcUod  matl  be  made  between  men.  This  is  a 
{•■(page  not  known  to  our  ConsthniioD.  It  may 
do  IK  prirue  life,  if  ■  man  is  dispoied  lo  uleet 
luBWQiety;  bat,  wbm  we  are  called  upon  to  lesis- 
laie  AH  tbe  tubjeet,  we  oagbt  to  know  of  no  dia- 
tinetlon.  It  >«  repagiMBi  to  the  principle*  of  our 
GoTemment,  wd  at  war  witb  good  lense  and 
p«^lle  JBMiee. 

Wbat  is  the  objeet  of  tbis  proTition  1  Wbjr,  it 
ie  said,  to  relieve  vhe  indigent  and  neeewilODs; 
and  ear  beneToleoee,  our  sympatbiea,  and  oar 
graiitade,  are  called  opon  to  prompt  us  to  this 
duty.  Tbfi  ii  a  ■irange  tort  of  reaMotDg.  Be- 
neroleoee,  •ympatby,  and  gratitode,  can  draw  no 
line  between  toe  (xBcer  and  the  soldier,  when 
both  hSTe  aerred  their  country,  and  both  are  in- 
digent.    The  tide  of  pity  awella  aa  high  for  tbe 


tbe  one  ■■  it  i«  lo  tbe  oiber.  Sereial  gentlnneD 
have  told  ua  we  must  wait,  and  feel  our  way; 
and  i£  ia  foiare,  we  aboold  find  we  are  able,  then 
the  aotdlera  night  be  prorided  for.  If  tbe  prin- 
eiple  ia  eorieel,  and  tbe  claim  ia  a  jutt  oae^  why 
not  proride  for  both  at  the  same  limeT  This  pro- 
eraalinating,  limid  policy,  which  ao  lately  brought 
this  eoaotry  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  from  which 
yon  were  roaacd  by  (he  people,  ia  not  ao  well 
enitad  to  their  geaina.  They  are  mora  magnani- 
mous {  and  if  tliere  eziata  a  debt  of  justioe,  or 
even  a  debt  of  gratitude,  which  their  ennntry  is 
boBBd  to  (lisoharge,  they  wilt  aubmit  to  be  taxed 


a  now  one  hupdred  milliona  in  debt, 
and  beoanae  there  ia  a  little  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury, not  immediately  wanted,  we  are  endeaTor- 
ing  to  eftaUiah  a  penalon  syaiem  to  get  rid  of  it, 
BiM  pare  the  way,  when  out  debts  become  due, 
for  laying  another  lax  in  the  place  of  the  one  you 
have  joet  repealed.    Mr.  S.  was  in  favor  of  re- 

Ealing  the  Internal  taxes.    It  waa  right  to  do  so. 
at  «an  we  believe  the  public  mind  ia  prepared 


to  any  induatrions  puranita  for  a  living  1  There 
are  thouaands  of  poor  who  are  nDeble  to  work 
that  denund  your  attention  in  an  eqoal  degree. 
And  are  jron  prepared  to  put  all  your  poor  on  tbe 
penaian  list  1 

It  is  said  this  ia  a  just  debt;  that,  under  the 
conMeratedQovemmeni, Congress  hadeagiged 
to  make  these  officers  half-pay  for  life ;  which 
they  were  indoced  to  cocamuie  for  five  years'  full 
pay;  and  that  this  five  years'fall  pay  was  dis- 
charged in  ccTlfficatea,  which  fell  a  prey  to  apec- 
"'"'""  ;  and-the  Oovernment  ought  to  pay  them 


olatio 


over  again.  Aa  rcspecia  those  Revolutionary  offi- 
cers, tbe  Goremment  has  acted  with  perfect 
good  faith.  It  parforaed  witb  fidelity  all  its  en- 
gagements, as  far  as  it  had  ever  promised,  or  as 


far  aa  any  hope  or  expectation  had  been  raiaed  or 
excited,  and  that  at  the  earliest  possible  period 
within  ita  power,  after  the  eonclasion  of  peace.  . 
It  waa  welt  known  ihat  the  United  States  ha4 
not  the  meansof  paying  ita  army  immediately  at 
the  doae  of  a  seven  years'  war,  in  gold  or  ailrtr. 
Bat  it  is  as  well  known  that  they  did  not  pay 
that  army  in  depreciated  Continental  money. 
That  had  ^one  to  oblirion  in  tbe  hands  of  those 
who  had  given  aupport  to  the  army.  Their  full 
pay  for  real  service  performed,  as  well  as  for  five 
years'  full  pay  after  their  aerriee  terminated,  waa 
liquidated  aad  settled  at  the  specie  standard ;  and 
Qovernment  eertifieates  gireo,  which  bore  iii- 
lercst  from  the  date ;  and  the  faith  of  tbe  natioa 
waa  moat  aolemaly  pledged  to  redeem  them. 

With  this  view  the  Oorernment,  among  ita 
earlieat  acta  after  the  adoption  of  tbe  Feeerol 
Conatitulion,  eatablisbed  the  fonding  system ; 
and  these  very  cenffieate*  were  worth  twenty- 
six  shillings  ia  the  pound,  and  at  that  price  this 
nation  reoeemed  tham.  If  there  was  a  apecnli- 
tion,  the  Oovernment  bad  no  hand  in  it.  On  the 
contrary,  whilst  it  snfferad  every  other  apeeieaof 
public  security  to  perish  in  the  hands  of  the  merl- 
torioHS  holder,  it  gave  a  diatinguislwd  aanetiou  to 
these  claims,  atra  paid  them  with  acmpulooi 
punctuality.  No  apccnlatioDa  took  place  aa  re- 
garded iheae  eertincaiea  aniil  after  the  fanding 
aystem  was  esublished.  These  officers  arere  then 
apprized  of  their  rights,  and  if  they  did  not  thiak 
fit  to  protect  them,  the  Government  coold  not  be 
blamed.  Speeulationa  did  run  high  at  that  time, 
but  the  omoers  were  not  the  victims  of  it ;  the 
■oldicra  were  the  persons  who  fall  a  aacrifiee  to 
its  ravages.  Many  of  these  officereare  honorable 
men,  and  stand  aapetior  to  any  auch  charge ;  yet 
it  is  a  feet  not  to  be  denied,  that  many  of  then 
entiebad  themaelrea  by  speculating,  in  their  tnra, 
on  the  poor  soldiers,  in  buying  their  certificatet 
and  land  warnota  at  very  reduced  prices.  It  was 
not  in  the  power  of  the  Qovernment,  nor  was  it 
the  duty  of  Government,  to  guard  against  tbe 
apeculationa  that  aneeeeded.  ft  b  a  monater  that 
pervadca  every  quarter,  and  almost  every  deparf- 
ment,  and  if  it  was  the  duty  of  Goverameot  W 
repair  ita  ravages,  the  treasures  of  Peru  woojld 
not  be  adequate  to  the  demand. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  npm  tbe  moat  malnra  eoo- 
sideration,  he  was  opposed  to  both  the  bill  aad 
amendment  in  any  form  in  which  they  could  be,, 
presented.  Becauee  he  believed  no  particular 
merit  eouM  be  ascribed  to  any  particular  portioa 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Statea,  for  aervices 
rendered  daring  the  Rerolotionarv  war,  in  vxi- 
cloaioo  to  any  other  portion  who  eipoused  that 
cause.  It  waa  as  essential,  and  as  indtspenaable, 
to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  that  war,  that 
many  of  four  cilizena  should  bare  been  engaged 
in  other  spherea,  and  emplored  in  other  occnpa- 
(iona,  aa  it  was  that  yoo  sboQld  have  had  an  army 
to  fight  your  battles.  And  one  conld  bare  been 
as  welt  dispensed  with  as  the  other,  This  was 
not  a  war  carried  on  in  yoor  enemy's  eoontry, 
nor  were  those  officers  and  soldiers  sent  from 
home  into  a  foreign  eountry,  where  they  alone 
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were  forced  to  flgbi  year  bittlei,  and  UDdcr|;a  the 
tolls  or  war,  without  anf  regard.  But  thii  vat 
,  a  war  of  s  Yttj  difiereat  character.  This  was  a 
war  brought  by  the  enem;  into  yoar  own  coun- 
Uf}  a  war  brought  to  ererjr  mait'a  door,  and  in 
which  e?ery  man  was  obliged  to  take  ao  active 
^rt  io  (ome  shape  or  other.  Yet  every  roan 
could  not  be  iu  the  Army.  This  was  a  war  of  a 
'difiereat  character  from  all  other  wars.  It  wat 
a  war  for  liberty  and  indepwDdeDoe,  in  which 
'VTsry  iDul  was  engaged,  and  in  which  every  one 
•CODtribuled,  by  every  meani  in  his  power,  or 
yoni  independeace  would  have  failed,  even  if 
four  army  bad  been  five  time*  as  tlrong  as  it  was. 
Thi*  was  not  a  mercenary  army  j  not  one  offi- 
cer was  there  for  the  sake  of  money ;  but  to  da 
Itis  duty.  And  it  is  to  be  recollected,  on  this  oc- 
naaion,  as  in  the  late  war,  (here  was  a  great  soli- 
oilude  for  commissions.  It  was  not  only  the  post 
of  hoDor,  but  often  a  place  of  safety.  Other  por- 
tions of  your  citizens  were  active  in  the  public 
councils,  without  whose  bold  and  high-toned 
neaaures,  taken  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and 
fcrtnnes,  your  army  would  have  sunk  into  insig- 
aiScaiice.  Whilst  others,  from  a  pure  love  for 
tbeir  country,  fed  and  clothed  your  armies,  sup- 
plied them  with  wagons  and  horaes,  and  every- 
thing else  which  they  could  furnish  for  its  use, 
withont  any  compensation.  By  their  means,  and 
by  their  means  alone,  you  were  enabled  to  carry 
OB  a  seven  years'  war,  without  money  or  credit ; 
•  thing  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  any  other 
Dilion  upon  earth.  They  had  the  oetentaiious 
akow  of  being  paid  for  it  in  Continental  money ; 
which  fell  dead  in  their  hands,  niihout  a  single 
«JBi>rt  on  the  part  of  the  Qovernmeni  to  redeem 
it.  By  your  Coniinenial  money,  thousands  of 
the  most  devoted  friends  of  the  Rerolaiion,  who 
lived  in  affluence  and  comfort,  sunk  their  whole 
fortunes  in  its  cause,  and  are  now  living  in  pen- 
My  and  want,  with  no  other  consolation  than 
that  of  dying  poor  in  the  cause  of  their  country. 
They  yielded  to  their  misfortunes  without  a  mnr- 
nor,  believing  that  all  were  bound  to  give  their 
aid,  and  satisfied  they  had  given  ibeir  full  portion. 
And,  because  they  were  not  in  the  Continental 
wmy,  they  have  do  credit  for  all  those  sacrifices. 
Of  what  use  could  an  army  have  been,  if  thU  aid 
had  not  been  afforded,  and  la  this  particular  way? 
at  yoti  had  no  other  possible  means  of  subsisting 
it.  This  was  ibe  very  life  and  soul  of  the  army, 
and  the  very  life  and  soul  of  the  cause  in  wbicli 
tkev  were  employed.  Without  it  yoor  army 
could  have  done  noihlog,  and  you  would  yet  have 
becD  under  the  British  QovnoineoE.  It  is  a 
■Kzim  brougbi  from  another  science,  which  ap- 
plies as  well  to  governments  as  (o  individuals, 
that  you  ought  to  be  just  before  you  are  liberal. 
Before  you  speak  of  liberatiiy  to  the  Contiaeolal 
officers,  redeem  your  ConiiDeuial  money,  and  re- 
lieve tnat  numerous  class  of  men,  widows,  and 
orphans,  on  whom  ithas  entailed  so  much  misery 
and  povertv.  Tbey  have  a  strong  claim  upon 
your  libersliif ,  joui  gratitude,  and  your  justice, 
sltbough  they  do  not  assemble  around  yon,  in  this 
Ball,  as  Belisaritis,  who  is  preseated  io  yonr  lob- 


by, leaning  on  his  slaS;  at  the  moment  this  avh- 
ject  is  called  up,  as  if  your  cool  and  impartial 
jodsmenl  stood  m  need  of  this  artificial  aid. 

Several  gentlemen  have,  with  much  confidence, 
asserted  thai  we  are  exclusively  indebted  to  the 
Continental  army;  that  the  civil  and  reliriotiB 
liberty  we  so  pre-eminently  enjoy,  are  the  fruits 
of  their  toils.    Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  sensible  of  the 

Sreat  merit  of  that  army ;  and  believed  they  had 
one  a  greet  deal  i|i  the  cause  of  liberty,  yet,  be 
had  no  nesiiaiioo  in  declaring,  that  they  had  not 
done  more  than  tbcy  onght  to  have  done  j  nor 
had  they  done  more  than  fell  to  the  lot  of  every 
American  devoted  to  his  country.  Thai  army 
did  not  meet  the  common  foe,  and  repel  him  from 
your  borders  with  its  single  army,  and  leave  all 
the  rest  of  the  community  at  ease  and  security 
under  its  protecting  banners.  Gkntlemen  who 
believe  so,  if  there  any  such,  know  but  little  of  the 
character  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  or  the  man- 
ner in  which  iiwaBcairiedon,iDibe  three  South- 
ern  States  of  North  Carolina,  and  Oeorgia.  The^ 
are  perfect  sitangers  to  the  sufferings  and  priva- 
tions, as  well  as  the  exertions  and  patrioiism  of 
the  people  of  those  Sutes ;  not  of  such  as  be- 
longed to  the  Continental  army,  during  their 
worst  times  there  was  no  such  army  there,  but  of 
(he  volunteers  and  patriots,  who.  inspired  with 
an  invincible  love  of  liberty,  were  determined  not 
to  yield.  All  the  Coniinenul  army  was  in  the 
Norlhern  States,  even  to  the  troops  which  had 
been  raised  in  the  Southern  States,  except  a  few 
who  were  occasionally  sent,  and  who  were  defeat- 
ed as  soon  as  they  came,  and  which  gave  no  aort 
of  security  to  the  property,  the  persons,  or  the 
lives  of  the  inhabitants. 

Mr.  S.  said,  it  was  impossible  for  gentlemen  to 
know  the  character  of  that  war  in  the  South, 
unless  they  had  been  there  to  witness  it,  and  he 
saw  but  one  gentleman  in  ibe  Senate,  (Mr.  Ma- 
con of  North  Carolina)  besides  himsHf,  who  had. 
All  the  res^  were  remote  from  the  scene  of  actios, 
or  had  since  grown  up.  So  it  was  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  where  this  bill  originated. 
Though  much  distinguished  for  their  talents  and 
worth,  yet  most  of  them  also  were  remote,  or 
have  been  born  since  that  war  commenced,  lis 
true  character  can  never  be  learned  from  history. 
The  historian  never  has,  nor  never  will,  record 
many  of  the  most  striking  events,  which  so  much 
distinguished  it  from  all  other  wars,  and  which  so 
distinguished  it  as  carried  on  in  that  section. 
The  historian  acquires  bis  knowledge  from  sour- 
ces, in  most  cases,  as  uninformed  as^imstlf,  and 
often  bestows  the  laurels  on  heroes  who  never 
fought  (he  battles.  He  was  not  himself  far  enough 
advanced  in  life  to  bear  an  active  part  in  the  op- 
erations of  the  war,  but  was  old  enough  to  oh- 
serve  all  the  passing  events,  and  had  a  perfect  re- 
collection of  tbem. 

All  the  Continental  troops  sent  to  the  south- 
ward, previous  to  1781,  were  totallj]  defeated, 
Qeneral  Lincoln  lost  several  successive  battles, 
and  never  gained  one,  and  was,  with  his  whole 
force,  finally  taken  prisoner.  Gwieral  Qates,  who 
tacceeded  him,  shamefully  fled  at  the  fire  ot  the 
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fint  gun,  iDil  leA  ibe  eitnana  to  tb«  mwcr  of  the 
eoeni7.  Theie  sncceuire  defeits  lefl  the  coan- 
tif  entirelj  «xpo«ed.  The  BritUh  not  odIjt  lup- 
ported  their  whole  armj  for  two  jrears,  b^  plun- 
deriog  indiMrimiHtelf  from  all  who  i«fuiMl  to 
take   protection,  their  Mttle,  their  bogi,  their 


■he«p,  their  com,  rice,  and  forage  of  ererf  kind, 
but  toey  turned  loose  the  MT>ge  lodiftDs  apon  the 
defeaoeien  frontien,  who  butchered  them  with- 


out  regard  la  age  or  aex.    Br  tbcK  diusten,  the 
TorjT  parliei,  that  everywhere  iofuted  the  couO' 

3,  hecame  inereaied,  and,  with  a  farr  more  ud- 
sntiiiB,  and  no  lesa  aavatje  than  tbe  ladiau, 
plnnderM.  burned,  and  murdered  whererer  ibey 
went;  ano  the  whole  coon  try  became  a  perfect 
scene  of  internal  warfare.  Tbey  not  only  stole 
and  plundered  to  lupply  the  enemy,  but  wantonly 
burned  and  de«tra*<d  to  distreu  the  country;  they 
waylaid  and  mardered  the  Whigs  wherever  tbey 
fotind  them;  sometime!  murdered  ihem  amidst 
their  familiea,  with  their  wives  and  ehildren 
aroDnd  them,  begging  in  vain  for  mercy.  Thev 
burned  up  their  houses  and  planiatioo^  and  with 
theiD  everything  that  eoald  give  eomiort  or  sup- 
port to  the  distressed  women  and  ehildren,  who 
were  reduced  to  a  morsel  of  bread,  and  very  often 
could  not  get  that.  Tbe  British  army  pervaded 
tbe  wboJe  country,  and,  wherever  tbey  went,  left 
destruction  in  their  train.  That  whole  country 
was  a  wide  waste;  nothing  preaeoied  itself  but 
ruins,  poverty,  and  distress.  ThQ  cultivaiioa  of 
tbe  fields,  In  maov  places,  was  lefV  entirely  to  lbs 
women  and  children.  Plundered  of  every  hog, 
horse,  cow,  and  everything  else  for  their  support, 
manjr  mothers  and  daughters,  who  bad  seen  bet- 
tec  times,  were  obliged  to  lay  down  their  domes- 
tic employments,  and  go  to  the  fields  and  work 
like  slaves,  without  the  aid  of  a  borte  to  plough, 
to  raise  a  little  corn  to  subsist  themselves  ana 
their  Utile  children;  and  very  often  even  this 
hard-earned  morsel  was  plundered  from  them,  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy.    This  picture  may  ap- 


kBDW  it  to  be  correct,  and  who 
bitter  regret. 

Whilst  their  woiseii  and  children  were  left  in 
this  forlorn  liloation,  the  men  sought  their  safely 
by  imbodying  in  such  parties  as  circumstances 
would  allow.  If  tbey  could  not  eollect  a  hun- 
dred, they  could  collect  fiftjr,  if  not  &hj,  twenty, 
or  ten,  or  fire.  Armed  with  their  rifles,  with 
more  than  veteran  bravery,  they  hung  upon  the 
borders  of  the  British  army  wherever  they  went . 
sometimes  firing  upon  the  whole  army,  or  catting 
off  their  foraging  fMrties,  and  circumscribing 
their  ravages,  to  Iheir  great  annoyance ;  and  they 
became  the  scourge  ofthe  Tories  in  all  quarters. 
This  was  the  foundation  of  that  military  force 
which  proved  so  formidable  lo  the  British  arms, 
and  gave  them  the  drat  check  in  the  Sontbern 
States.  After  loNQg  all  hopes  of  any  relief  from 
the  Conlioenial  army,  they  threw  ibemselves  un- 
der Campbell  Cleveland, Shelby, Hill,and  others, 
without  one  Cod linenta I' officer  or  soldier  among 
them,  and  totally  defeated  Colonel  Ferguson,  the 
best  partisan  officer  ia  the  Brttuh  army,  at  the 


battle  of  King's  Honotain.  Ii  was  this  ebarae* 
ter  of  men,  who,  under  Colonel  Pickens,  as  ibeii 
commander,  composed  two-thirds  of  that  inferior 
foree.  Oeneral  Morgan's  detachment,  whioh  com- 
pletely defeated  the  British  legions  and  infaotTy, 
under  Colonel  Tarleton,  at  the  Cowpens ;  and 
this  officer  never  had  been  defeated  before. 

Can  it  be  said  these  men  owe  their  iodepcn- 
ence  to  tbe  Continental  army,  for  whom  yoi 
re  now  about  to  provide  T  Whether  yon  coa- 
iider  them  as  patriots,  or  soldiers,  or  as  sufferers 
<r  conquerers,  rhey  are  entitled  to  as  distiDgnisbed 
.  rank  as  any  portion  of  the  ConiincntM  army 
during  the  Kevotution.  When  these  tranactions 
were  fresh,  and  their  importaaee  and  worth  wall 
understood,  there  was  a  public  opinion,  compe- 
tent to  decide,  that  did  them  justice.  But,  when 
ihiriy'siz  years  have  elapsed,  like  everything 
else,  not  performed  hy  great  man,  they  are  for- 
gotten. 

Oenllemen  have  spoken  of  the  militia  setviea 
as  of  very  little  importance  daring  the  war;  and 
seem  to  exclude  entirely  from  any  merit  all  but 
the  Continental  army  and  its  officers;  and  one 
gentleman  has  ioiimatedthey  could  not  be  trusted 
as  r^^aids  their  veracity  and  honor.  Who  fou^l 
your  battles,  sir,  before  you  had  a  Continental 
armyt  Who  fought  your  battles  at  Lexington, 
at  Concord,  and  at  Banker's  Hill,  at  the  first  da WB 
of  the  Revolution,  that,  like  the  electric  spark, 
pervaded  every  rank,  and  gave  a  tona  to  tfa* 
war  that  only  ended  with  itl  These  warriors 
were  your  militia,  collected  upon  tbe  spur  of  tbe 
occasion,  from  their  shops,  and  their  domasiie 
and  rural  pursuits]  aad,  roused  by  the  eloquent 
and  immortal  Warren,  and  bis  oompairiois,  they 
displayed  an  intrepidity  not  sarpaased  by  your 
Continental  army.  Who  fought  and  dispersed 
that  numeroos  and  formidable  mdy  of  tories,  on 
Cnpe  Fear,  in  North  Cnrolina,  who  were  corrapt- 
JDff  the  minds  of  all  around  them?  It  was  the 
mililia,  collected  upon  a  single  dav's  notice,  who, 
with  their  provisions  and  their  blaokeis  on  their 
iMcks,  marched  10  the  scene  of  action,  undat 
Oeneral  Caswell,  with  a  promptness  unknown  to 
any  but  freemea,  and  defeated  their  enemy  with- 
out tbe  loss  of  a  man,  or  without  sostiog  tbe 
Giovernment  a  single  farthing,  and  restored  peace 
and  order  to  that  country  for  a  long  time  after. 

Who  defended  Charleston  on  the  memorable 
SBih  of  June,  1775,  before  you  bad  any  Con- 
tinental armjr  ihera^  Where  the  whole  Biitish 
fleet,  consisting  of  two  fifty  gun  ships,  severat 
frigates,  and  a  number  of  smaller  armed  vessel^ 
were  repelled,  and  some  of  them  burned.  Tb* 
enem^,  afier  a  bailie  of  ten  houta,  were  obliged 
to  retire  with  great  loss  on  their  part,  and  verj 
little  on  the  part  of  the  Americans.  The  iohabt 
taoUof  that  city  contributed  mach  to  this  de* 
fence,  and,  but  for  Oeneral  Uoultrie,  tbe  whola 

Crriaou  would  have  been  surrendered  by  General 
<^  who  was  the  superior  officer,  and  wbo^  is 
to  be  recollected,  was  a  Coniineolal  officer.  Who 
composed  the  active  corpa  under  Sumter,  Hamp- 
ton, and  Middletoni  Those  gallaiit  men  were 
.  inferior  to  none,  and  did  mote  good  than  all  the 
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Cmttincouil  soldiera  you  erer  bad  ihcre.  Tei 
ttere  ms  not  a  CoDlineDtal  soldter  amoDg  them  ; 
nor  does  one  of  them  eorae  wiibin  ibe  proTtsions 
of  ibis  bill.  Marion  raised  bis  men  wlibio  tbe 
British  lines;  Ibeir  food  was  wbal  tbej  eonld 
Cateb,  the  earib  was  Ibeir  bed,  and  the  heaTens 
tbeir  coverinff,  and  the  Bwamps  and  ratnhes 
were  their  tirong-hold.  Tbne  men  were  In  tbis 
■erTie«  for  more  than  a  fear ;  they  fought  more 
tattles,  ^ined  more  victories,  killed  more  British 
and  lories,  ia  proportion  to  Iheir  own  number, 
(ban  any  other  class  of  men  upon  the  eontineot; 
and  gave  more  relief  to  tbe  Americans,  and  more 
annofance  to  Ibe  enemy.  These  brare  fellows 
oerer  cost  tbeir  coantr^somaeb  as  a  ■ingtechargc 
of  powder;  they  foraisbed  cTen  their  owo  arms, 
and  they  used  them  like  heroes.  "Tbese  were 
timet  tbat  tried  men's  Bauts."  The  OoTernmeni 
^re  them  no  pa)[.  and  they  are  excluded  from 
lis  boUDtT  by  the  bill  before  you.  These  men  are 
AM  indented  to  the  Continental  army  for  their 
independence. 

In  tbe  two  celebrated  balilei  of  Guilford  and 
Bataw6prings^noderQnD«rBlOreeoe,a  consider- 
able pan  of  bis  men  were  militia.  Although 
there  were  Continentil  iroopi  among  tbem  that 
AiHingiiiihed  themtrirei  with  great  brarety,  yet 
Ike  Dumber  was  very  small ;  and  the  militia^  and 
esfieeiallr  at  Eaiaw  Springs,  were  not  infenor  to 
the  Continental  troops,  and  did  more  service. 
These  were  said  to  be  the  best  fought  battles  da- 
rtag  the  war.  While  these  scenes  were  goiogon 
ftt  tbe  CaroliOBs,  Oeorgia,  under  Clarke,  Wil- 
Ifamson,  and  others,  was  a  perfect  seene  of  Uood- 
•bed.  noiwithataDding  all  ibis,  the^  are  called 
ophemertl,  and  wesre  lold  tbe  miliiia  cannot  be 
relied  on  either  as  respects  Iheir  bravery  or  their 
honor.  Sir,  amoDg  these  militia,  there  were 
men  as  honorable  aa  ever  breailtfd,  and  as  brave 
•*  ever  drew  a  twcwd.  And  the  Qovernment  is 
■8  maeh  indebted  to  them  for  their  bravery,  per- 
sKverance  and  snflerings,  and  owes  them  as  mnefa 

Eoteetion  and  support,  as  any  portion  of  the 
on  tinea  tal  army. 

The  principle  of  gratitude  has  been  strongly 
pressed.  It  is  said  we  are  reproaehed  with  in- 
jmthude  by  tbe  Bnropean  nations.  And  what 
Is  it  tbej  have  not  said  to  reproaeb  us  1  They 
have  said  we  are  barbarous,  savage  and  ignoraot ; 
tac«pable  of  govering  onnelves;  tbat  alfRepuh- 
Ucan  Qovemments  liave  fallen ;  and  thai  we 
have  teen  nngratefnl  to  ear  armies.  And  it 
Was  only  sioCe  the  lale  war,  the  common  people 
of  Burope  knew  we  were  white  men.  But,  they 
have  at  last  found  out  that  we  are  not  only  white 
but  that  our  Qovernment  has  some  energy.  And 
if  they  will  compare  what  we  have  done  for  our 
army,  with  the  condition  of  their  own,  tbey  will 
find  bIso  that  we  are  gralefot.  The  Sings  and 
Princes  of  Europe  sometimes  sell  ibeir  armies  to 
«n«  another  to  flgbt  ihcir  battles  abroad— or 
Ihey  hire  ibem  for  a  job ;  and  all  that  are  not  re- 
tnraed,  are  paid  for  at  a  siiplatcd  price.  The 
Hessian  troops,  attached  to  the  Briiisb  army  dur- 
ing our  Revolutionary  war,  vere  hired  on  tbese 
Mrms.  However,  ifany  are  returned,  that  are  worn 


out  in  service,  Ifaey  are  stowed  into  an  hospital  for 
the  remainder  of  their  days^  but  they  get  noth- 
ing else.  If  ibere  is  a  favorite  officer,  he  is  con- 
vened into  a  lord,  and  a  latve  pension  is  settled 
upon  him,  and  his  heirs;  ana  the  people  are  taxed 
to  support  tbem.  It  is  tbe  p«isioner.wbo  com- 
plains of  onr  ingratitude,  and  not  the  farmer  and 
mecbaaic  who  pay  tbe  tax. 

Tbis  Oovernment  gave  to  each  Continental 
soldier,  at  tbe  close  ol  the  war,  his  pay  for  ser- 
vices, and  a  valoable  tract  of  land,  which  was 
giving  btm  the  best  means  in  the  world  lo  enable 
Him  to  live  happy.  It  paid  the  Continenmt  offi- 
cers for  all  their  services  rendered,  and  five  yeata' 
Toll  pay  aher  the  war  had  ended  ;  and  gave  each 
a  lai^e  tract  of  land,  which  has  bren  a  foriune  to 
all  who  took  care  of  it,  and  their  children  after 
them,  la  addition  to  tbis,  there  has  not  been  an 
office  of  honor  or  profit  in  tbe  gift  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  individual  State,  wbicb  has  not  been 
filled  by  a  Continental  officer,  if  he  asked  for  it. 
And  the  Government  has  given  to  every  officer 
and  soldier  who  has  applied,  a  pension  for  life,  if 
he  had  been  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  public 
service.  Let  tbe  two  be  compared,  and  see  on 
which  side  the  gratitude  preponderates,  and  then 
let  OS  bo  lold  wbal  tbe  despots  of  Europe  say. 

Mr.  S.  said  be  knew  it  had  become  a  little  un- 
fashionable to  speak  of  the  naconstitutioaality  of 
a  measure.  Precedents  seem  to  be  more  relied 
npon  than  [be  Constitution  for  our  guide.  We 
are  imitating  tbe  British  Parliament,  which 
Judge  Blackstone  says  is  omDipoleni.  They  caa 
do  anything.  They  can  re^fate  the  succession 
to  tbe  throne.  They  can  give  themselves  seats 
fbr  seven  rears,  when  elected  only  for  three 
years.  And  they  can  bestow  peostons  to  any 
amount,  and  on  whom  ibey  please ;  and  the^ 
have  done  so,  until  the  nation  is  sinking  iindec 
the  tnrden.  And  yel  we  are  (old  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Loirlatttna  (Mr.  FnoMEitTiN)  that  we 
possess  tbe  same  powen.  One  groand  for  shak- 
ing off  that  government  sras  to  get  rid  of  pen- 
aions  snd  pUoemen,  and  the  power  of  their  Par- 
liament. We  are  the  only  nation  in  the  world 
that  has  a  written  Constiiaiion,  in  which  all  tbe 
powers  of  the  Government  are  expressed  and 
limited.  If  we  err,  this  is  our  ouly  standard  to 
which  we  can  recur  for  correetion.  But  if  yon 
produce  twenty  precedeitts  not  in  conformity 
to  tbe  Coast ituti on,  ihey  cannot  alter  it;  ifaey 
will  showwith  what  familiarity  tbe  Constilutioa 
bas  bean  violated,  yet  the  Consiitniioo  will  re- 
main Ibe  tame,  and  ought  to  be  again  resorted  to 
as  the  only  correct  guide.  Of  what  avail  is  tbe 
Constitniioo,  if  precedent  is  to  govern?  Once 
establish  the  precedent,  and  yon  have  do  control 
over  Congress  bni  the  discretion  of  its  members; 
and,  like  ibe  British  Parliament,  it  will  soon  be- 
come omnipotent.  If  good  feelings,  as  some 
gentlemen  (Mr.  Otis  and  Mr.  CaiTTEnnEn)  bsva 
avowed,  are  to  govern  your  Congress,  they  will 
soon  become  as  omnipotent  as  tbe  British  Par- 
liament, and  your  Government  become  bankrupt. 
One  of  these  gentlemen  (Mr.  Orts)  avows  he  is 
gorernadby  good  fedingi,  and  that  tbis  a 
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origikBted  hi  good  faetingt.  Thi^  sir,  ii  ■  miser- 
aUfl  (aide  lo  ■  legislator.  They  are  as  change- 
able «■  any  oibct  bmnan  puiioa.  It  is  ontr  fit 
tD  be  indaiged  in  printe  life,  wbere  it  is  wme- 
timee  vitefai,  asd  always  amiable ;  bat  tven  there 
it  has  brought  navy  a  man  to  besgary  j  and  if 
Indolged  by  ibe  Congren  of  Ibe  United  Slitee 
will  aoon  beggar  this  naiion.  Yont  aaecesaon 
will  bave  the  naie  Tight  to  provide  for  their  fa- 
Taril«  objects ;  and  whea  is  this  lystem  to  end  7 
Never,  as  loag  as  the  members  of  Congress  ban 
friauls  to  proTide  for.  We  know  this  passion  h 
more  pred«niDanl  in  the  yoong  and  the  gay. 
Why,  then,  has  the  Coastitatioa  provided  that  a 
member  of  the  House  of  RepresentaliTet  shall 
■ot  be  eligitile  to  a  seat  nntil  be  is  tweoty-fi^ 


I  of  age,  a  Senator  thirty,  and  a  President 

:   be  ibiriy-five?    It  was  evidently  that  the 

nation   might  have  ihe  benefit  of  matured  jndg- 


I  coven 

eontftils;  that  you  measure*  might  be  maturely 
weighed  aid  bottomed  on  the  principles  of  es- 
teemed JDstiee,  ai  the  only  correct  standard  of 
gonad  policy  to  govero  in  all  cases,  and  in  ill 
times,  instead  of  the  good  feelings  the  gentlemen 
speak  of,  and  which  are  as  fleeting  as  the  winds, 
Hereisone  fact  not  to  be  controverted;  If  yon 
can  give  a  pension  to  one  man  yoff  can  give  it  to 
another,  wit  hob  t  regard  to  his  ebaraeter;  and  if 
the  CoiHlitntion  doe*  not  amhoriEe  the  power, 
TOO  have  nothing  to  predicate  it  on  hot  preroga- 
tive. There  eao  be  bat  the  two  source* :  one 
derived  from  the  Otnttilution,  which  can  be 
showD,  if  it  exist* ;  the  other  derived  from  pre- 
rogative, which  is  unknown  to  our  QoverBmeot, 
except  in  the  modem  doctrine  of  precedents, 
whieti  is  its  foundation  in  all  governments.  The 
King  of  Oreat  Britain  has  his  jtferogatirea  to  a 
creat  extent,  which  bave  nothing  bat  precedent 
for  their  origin,  aod  are  not  even  sanctioned  by 
aa  aet  of  Parliament  at  this  day.  tio  in  this 
eoantry,  this  prerogative  has  Its  origin  in  prece- 


time.  become  as  formidable  as  the  prerogative  in 
Bnsland  unleaa  it  is  cheeked. 
As  an  afgnnent,  it  would  appear,  to  avoid  an 
'  ~  I  the  propriety  of  this 


9  measure,  we 


inqniry  into  i       ,     , 

ar«  told  such  a  eate  can  never  haj>[ 

that  yon  can  never  have  atiol' 

war.     Will  not  those  brave  men  who  foagh'i 

yoQT  batlle^^and  triumphed  so  gallantly  over  the 

enemy  at  Chippewa,  Ptattsburg,  Erie,  Cbamp- 

lain,  Orleans,  and  on  the  seas,  have  the  same 

elaiu  upon  tneir  eountrv  some  Ihirty-Sre  years 

hence,  when  time  tball  nave  Thrown  a  Veil  over 

all  thetainnle  eircuoistanoes,  and  It  shall  be  for- 

( [Often  that  they  retired  from  tb«  army  with  re- 
nctaDee,afier  being  abaodantly  paid  and  abntH 
daaily  honored  1 

Tta«ir  otaim  will  be  as  great,  and  the  precedent 
you  are  about  to  make  will  be  followed.  One 
army  you  tay  gained  yonr  independence,  and  the 
other  has  ^iren  it  a  new  chancier,  and  made  il 
worth  maintaining.  They  have  released  your 
country  from  its  dagraded  state  of  impTasainents, 


paper  blockades,  royal  orders  in  council,  aod  im- 
perial decrees,  and  given  it  as  high  a  grade  in  the 
wale  of  natioas  as  yonr  independence.  This 
will  be  Ihe  beginning  of  a  military  pension  sys- 
tem that  posterity  rotty  regret- 
All  the  despotisms  of  Europe  have  had  their 
foundations  in  a  claim  to  military  merit.  AH 
their  pensions  and  places  originated  in  it.  All 
the  orders  of  knighthood  and  other  disiiaetions 
low  so  oppressive  ;  the  feudal  system,  which  so 
lempleiely  prostrated  Ihe  civil  liberty  of  all  Eu- 


surpatlODs,  aod   ail 


1  it.    All  Iheir 
'   changes  of  empire, 


lililary  fame  that  enablea  Cromwell  to  turn  oat 
of  doors  a  British  Parliament,  and  assume  the 
reins  of  government.  It  was  military  distinction 
thai  prompted  Sonaparie,  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
to  supersede  the  French  Convention,  and  put  him- 
self upon  the  imperial  throne,  and  devastate  al- 
most the  whole  of  Europe.  Your  own  Revolu- 
tionaiT  offieeri,  for  some  of  whom  yon  are  now 
providing,  at  the  close  of  the  war  associated 
themselves  into  a  military  order,  and  called  il 
the  CuKiimati  Society,  a^er  The  celebrated  Ro- 
man Qeoenl,  Cioctnnatus  who  left  his  plough 
With  r^ret,  when  called  by  his  country  to  the 
head  of  the  army;  and  al^er  he  conqnered  the 
enemy  and  returned  in  triumph,  be  laid  down  his 
office,  and  retired  back  to  ploogh  his  flelds  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  This  society,  too,  mads  at 
early  tSint  to  perpetuate  itself,  and  ordained  that 
the  son  should  succeed  to  the  military  honors  of 
his  father.  However,  it  was  frowned  upon ;  aad 
they  soon  found  it  too  much  of  an  exoiie  to  flou- 
rish upon  this  soil,  and  the  hereditary  clanie  was 
abolished.  This  hereditary  qoality  was  not  in 
eonfomity  to  ihelr  great  prototype.  He.  with 
Irne  Roman  vinne,  returned  to  perform  tnc  du- 
ttce  of  a  citizen,  and  maintaiaed  himself  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow,  after  he  had  laid  down  the 
pursuits  of  a  soldier.  It  is  difficull  to  imagine 
why  our  American  officers  and  soldiers  did  not 
do  so  too.  Many  of  them  did,  and  are  rich  from 
their  own  industry.  No  country  upon  the  globe 
ever  presented  more  facilities  than  ibis,  Bui  the 
Roman  virtue  has  lost  its  eberms,  end  we  are 
imitatinig  nations  nearer  our  own  times.  It  is 
not  the  amotfni  which  this  measure  will  cost  the 
nation  that  is  the  most  objectionable,  but  the 
abominable  perpetual  pension  system  that  is  to 
growouiof  II.  It  may  not  be  immediate;  it  is 
to  come  00  gradually,  as  all  other  systems  of  op- 
pression have  done.  And  when  wc  are  gone  to 
rest  posterity  will  wriihe  beneath  the  yoke, 
<  borne  down  by  hearth  money,  eieises,  and  taxes, 
to  support  pensions  and  places — the  curse  of  a 

Mr.  OOLBaaoBOiioa  declared  himself  oppoaed 
to  the  Indefinite  postpoaemeni,  and  in  favor  of 
themotionofMr.KiMo,  with  some  modifieaiions; 
to  give  time  for  which,  he  wished  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill  to  Monday  next,  and  that  il  be 
made  Ihe  oider  for  that  day- 
Mr.  HoaaiL  said,  he  should  not,  mt  this  late 
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hoar,  aod  adtAOced  period  of  the  debate  at  which 
he  rose,  deuia  the  Seoaie  wilh  maof  lematkj 
OD  (he  sobjeci  DOW  uDder  discuwion. 

The  object  sug^sled  in  the  President'i  Mea- 
nge,  Biid  be,  aod  thai  which  in  also  cootemptated 
ia  the  bill  from  the  IJouie,  in  to  afford  relief,  br 
pecuniary  aasisisQce,  to  surviviog  oSc«tH  and 
soldiers  of  the  ReTolaiioo,  who  are  now  in  indj- 
yeot  circumslBDces.  It  ii  imimsted  thai  it  is 
impoHible  10  frame  a  bill  which  shall  equitablf 
meet  the  wanta,  reliere  the  aecesaities,  and  aat- 
iify  the  eipectatioas  of  this  meriiorioui  class  of 
our  fellow -citizena.  I  do  believe,  Mr.  Prendent, 
that  the  wisdom  of  Coogreas  is  competent  to 
form  a  bill,  the  details  of  which  shall  meet  all 
reasonable  expectations  on  this  siibject.  But  as 
the  meiits  of  the  bill  ate  not  immediatelf  under 
discussioD,  I  pass  them  to  the  motion  which  is 
directly  before  the  Senate,  that  the  further  eon- 
sideraliOD  of  this  subject  be  iDdefinitely  postponed. 
To  this  motion,  sir,  I  am  opposed,  and  shall  as- 
sign some  reasons.  To  paM  this  resoluiioo, 
would  be,  in  effect,  to  put  this  subject  tt  raet;  if 
t  mav  use  the  expression,  to  wink  it  oat  of  sight. 
To  this,  Mr.  President^  I  cannot  give  mj  assent. 
If  we  take  a  concise  view  of  onr  country  previ- 
ous to  the  dectaiaiion  of  independeoce,  and  the 
trying  scenes  through  which  our  fathers  passed 
to  gam  and  establish  this  independence,  1  pre- 
some  we  shall  be  fully  satisfied,  that  the  few  re- 

aining  veterans  of  the  Revolution,  bowed  down 


for  the  miligalion  of  their  wanta  in  their  declin- 


Wbat,  sir,  was  our  situation  antecedent  to  the 
bold  assertion  of  oar  independence  1  We  were 
an  oppressed,  insulted,  degraded  people.  We 
were  burdened  with  unjust  acts  and  duties,  too 
oiOensive,  aod  unreasonable  to  be  endured  by  a 
people  sensible  of  tbeit  rights  and  privileges. 
We  were  invaded  by  an  armed  force.  The  same 
Power  who  we  had  reason  to  expect  woald,  as  a 

Greut,  protect  our  privilages,  entered  onr  har- 
rs,  blockaded  out  ports,  landed  ao  army  on  our 
shores,  demolished  and  burnt  our  towns,  and 
fought  and  killed  our  citizens.  These  events 
roused  the  spirit,  called  forth  the  ene^jr,  and 
marshalled  the  strength  of  the  nation.  This  was 
a  lime  that  tried  men's  souls;  this  was  the  day  in 
which  the  patriot  and  the  hero  disiingaished 
himself  from  ibesycophant  of  a  deluded  monarch. 
Independence  was  declared  by  a  new  Govern- 
ment, imperfectly  organized.  Now,  sir,  it  needed 
the  co-operation  of  the  whole  strength,  patriotism, 


And  what  were  the  sacrifices  of  those  wbi 
fought  our  battles,  and  achieved  the  numerous 
blessings  which  we  enjoy}  Many  of  ns,  Mr. 
President,  who  have  seats  in  this  House,  who  are 
participating  the  favors  purchased  by  their  toils, 
and  bMkiog  in  the  beams  of  national  glory,  were 
too  young  minutely  to  racollect  the  dutreMes  of 


day.    Those  who  were  of  age,  and  were  ae- 
on that  memorable  era,  hare  informed  lis. 
History  has  not  been  silent  on  a  sabjeel  so  mo- 
men  too  ■■ 

Were  I  to  endeavor,  sir,  to  paint  to  yon  the 
sacridcea  of  those  times,  I  should  fail  in  the  at- 
tempt. I  will  only  say,  they  forsook  every  do- 
mestic aceommodatiDn ;  they  left  their  homes  and 
their  families,  and  submitted  the  cultivation  of 
their  farms,  in  numerous  instances  to  their  wives, 
their  little  sons,  and  their  daughters,  who  were 
under  the  necessity  of  laboring  in  the  field  to 
procure  subsistence;  while  they  eudnred  the  ad- 
some  camp,  the  fatigues  of  an  army,  and  the  dan- 
gers of  battle.  But,  sir,  their  efforts  were  not  iiK> 
unsuccessful ;  they  disputed  the  ground  at  the 
cannon's  month;  ihey  survived  the  mighty  con- 
flict { they  obtained  the  ultimate  object — national 
independence;  and  some  of  them  now  live  lo 
eojoy  the  fruit  of  their  labor,  though  in  indiveace 
~  ~  ^  want.  These  are  the  characters,  Mr.  Presi- 
,  whose  necessities  1  wish  to  relieve.  Ptovi- 
dence  has  protracted  their  years ;  they  are  de- 
clining under  the  pressure  of  poverty  and  age; 
they  are  now  petitioning  you  for  asaistaDce.  Will 
you  suffer  the  gray  hairs  of  these  veterans  ^ 
the  Revolution  to  come  down  witb  sorrow  to  the 

E rave  7  They,  sir,  have  a  claim  npoa  your 
enevolence  and  humanity — nay,  more,  your  jus- 
ce.    Though  some  honorable  gentlemen  sug- 

Ct  that  these  Revolutionary  patriots,  haviDtr 
n  well  paid,  have  no  claim  upon  the  justice  M 
Congress,  1  am  inclined  to  think  otherwioe,  be- 
cause I  conceive  many  of  the  infirmities  ander 
which  they  are  now  groAnfng,  are  iu  consequence 
of  the  privations  and  expoautes  endured  while  in 
the  service  of  their  country.  Id  the  camp  and 
the  field,  their  constiiniions  were  broken  down: 
the  natural  effects  of  which  are,  infirmity  aoo 
distress  in  advanced  years. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  PresidenL  to  ask  the  honorable 
members  of  this  Senate,  if  ihey  are  willing  to 
see  the  warworn  soldier  of  the  Eevolution  hov- 
ering round  their  dwellings,  round  this  Cftpitol, 
asking  for  a  pittance,  and  not  manifest  a  disposi- 
tion to  sfiord  them  that  pecuniary  assistance 
necessary  to  supply  the  cravings  of  nature,  and 
reptii  their  latlered  sarments  1  This  is  the  only 
UtbunaJ  to  which  they  can  apply.  Shall  ihey 
seek  in  vain?  Shall  those  who  met  the  foe  at 
LexingtoB,  Bunker'a  Hill,  Monmonlfa,  and  Ben- 
nington, auj^licnte  your  aid  without  saeeeos? 
No,  sir;  we,  who  poeseis  the  blessiogs  procured 
by  iheii  sufferings,  have  too  much  magunimity, 
100  much  hunuoity  I  They  need  aaaistanee] 
they  merit  Msisttnoe.  It  is  to  the  indigent  thai 
I  would  extend  the  hand  of  liberality.  And,  sir, 
so  long  as  1  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
Hoose,  I  will  exert  my  feeble  powers  for  the  mit- 
igation of  the  necessities  of  those  who,  by  their 
valor,  toils,  and  blood,  achieved  the  civil  and  re- 
ligious privileges  which  we  now  enjoy. 

^r.  Macoh,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  when  he 
oatiae  to  the  Senate  this  morning,  he  bad  no  in- 
lention  or  expectation  of  saying  a  word  on  this 
question,  which  had  excited  so  much  feeling.  It 
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seemed  tohtm,ib>l  tbe  friendiorthebill  fotiDded 
Iheir  irtnmieDtR  eniirelv  od  feeling — «  feeliDg,  he 
was  readf  (o  acknowleagv,  of  the  most  hoDOrable 
kind ;  but  be  was  act  perfeetir  laiisSed  [bat  it 
was  proper  to  legislate  on  feeling  alone.  Tlie 
Constiiniion  eerlaiDlf  oerei  intended  it,  or  il 
would  not  baTereqaired  a  certain  age  Tor  anf  ap- 
pointment i  DOr  did  he  belieye  (be  motion  to  cost- 
pone  liable  to  ibe  objection  which  bad  Men 
made:  that  ibe  friendi  of  tbe  bill  were  forced  to 
defend  it  aa  it  was,  when  they  wiibed  to  amend 
it.  Tbe  motion  was  agreed  by  all  to  be  perfectly 
in  order,  and  it  only  brought  the  principle  of  the 
bill  into  debate,  wblcb  gare  both  sides  ibe  fairest 
opporianitr  lo  nrge  whatever  tbey  thought  pro- 
per; and  tnis  he  coneetred  oa^ht  to  be  tbe  nature 
of  erery  first  diwnsiion.  eipeeially  when  a  great 
and  importaot  change  was  abom  to  be  made  In 
tbe  cbaracter  of  a  long  esiabliabed  law ;  ihe  prin- 
ciples of  which  were  settled  by  tbe  RerolBtion- 
ary  Congreu,  and  not  attempted,  be  beliered,  to 
be  changed  before  the  present  sesiion.  A  debate 
like  the  pteaeat  onght  always  to  Uke  place  in  every 
legiilatare,  when  motions  which  only  contain 
first  principles  are  under  consideration,  and  can- 
not with  propriety  be  omitted. 

Hr.  M.  said  he  felt  more  than  nsnal  embatrau- 
ment  in  ariempling  to  speak  at  this  time,  because 
there  was  reason  to  suppose  that  a  great  and  deci- 
ded majority  was  opposed  to  him,  and  it  was  not 
agreeabfe  to  speak  to  those  who  were  prepared  lo 
vote,  bat  it  was  all  that  a  minority  could  do  to 
stale  their  opinions,  and  because,  contrary  to  the 
practiceoftheSenate,  two  moiious,  distinct  from 
each  other,  had  been  debated  at  the  same  time; 
tbaiof  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Eino) 
torecommTi  tbe  bill  to  the  Military  Commitiee, 
with  insttnctions  so  to  amend  it,  as  only  to  in- 
elade  the  officers  wbo  were  in  serriee  at  tbe  end 
of  the  war,  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  BaBBona)  lo  postpone  ihe  bill  and 
motion  to  a  day  beyond  the  session.  He  wontd 
here  say,  that  the  oWrrations  of  tbe  geutlrman 
from  New  York,  in  support  of  bis  motion,  had  not 
convinced  him,  that  a  discrimination  such  as  he 
'  desired,  or  any  other,  conid  with  JDstice  or  pro- 
priety be  made.  To  discriminate  in  a  saiiifsctory 
minner,  at  any  time,  or  in  any  country,  between 
those  wbo  were  equally  worthy,  was  a  task  not 
easily  performed  i  that  gentleman  having  failed 
to  snow  that  it  conId  be  done,  as  he  with  great 
deferwce  verily  believed,  it  might  now  be  con- 
sidered aa  atterly  impossible,  and  would  not,  in 
bis  opinioo,  be  aiieropted  by  any  other. 

Ur.  President,  when  the  character,  numbers, 
and  wealth  of  the  British  nation,  lo  which  may 
be  added  its  coattani  preparaiiou  for  war,  are 
compared  with  tbesiioatioo  of  the  Coited  Siaies 
■t  the  commencement  of  ibe  Revolaiion,  it  mast 
prove  to  all,  that  every  whig  in  the  country  had 
as  mtieh  as  be  coald  do  to  maintain  the  iadepen- 
dence  which  the  Congress  of  1776  had  manrally 
declared,  to  the  joy  of  the  nation,  and  which  the 
whiffs  boldly  determined  to  defend  at  tbe  risk  of 
their  lives  and  their  fonnnes.  It  was  tbe  day  that 
tried  men's  souls.    Tkeinmortal  words  "  Libarty 


Death,"  on  the  hoDtiog  shirt  of  everv  friend 
of  the  Revolution,  contained  nothing  bni  the 
trolb.  The  practice  was  according  to  the  motto ; 
'"1  now,  no  matter  what  services  may  have  been 

dered,  unless  the  persons  who  rendered  them 
were  in  the  regular  army,  they  are  not  to  receive 
a  cent  under  the  bill,  Ibongh  tbey  may  bave  paid 
many.  Tbe  billdoeanot  provide  for  one  half  who 
have  equal  merit ;  as  to  claim,  there  is  none  ^nd 
the  motion  of  ibe  gentleman  from  New  York 
will  leave  a  much  greater  number  not  provided 
for.  No  man  can  eEtlmate  higher  than  I  do  lbs 
worth  and  service  of  the  ConiiDental  troops,  but 
tbe  fall  of  Charleston  left  none  In  the  Sontnern 
Slates,  and  it  is  certainly  trne,  thai  after  that 
event  the  men  commanded  by  Sumter,  Marion, 
and  Jackson,  rendered  as  much  service  aa  anv  in 
the  nation ;  in  fact  they  had  no  superiors ;  tDey 
left  their  wives,  their  children,  their  homes  and 
their  all,  to  tbe  ru;e  of  a  victorious  enemy,  who 
was  in  pursuit  ot  those  he  declared  rebels,  and 
enraged  neighbors,  in  the  most  sloomy  and  disav 
trous  period  of  the  great  struggl^  to  fight  for  their 
conntry,  its  liberty  and  independence.  Nor  is 
there  any  provision  for  that  man,  with  his  small 
band  of  warriors,  who  started  with  their  parched 
com  DD  their  backs,  into  the  country,  or  rather 
wilderneH,  mostljr  inhabited  by  saragei,  tad 
gained  by  their  victories  a  count^  to  the  nation, 
out  of  which  five  large  Slates  will  be  added  to 
the  Union  ;  indeed  two  are  already  added,  and  a 
third  soon  will  be.  Ii  is  scarcely  necesEsry  to 
sfaie  that  General  Qeorge  R.  Clark  and  his  war- 
riors are  meant.  Cao  joiiice,  honor,  generosity, 
or  feeling,  reqaire  that  all  these,  together  wiiA 
the  widows  and  children  of  those  who  were  slain 
in  battle,  as  well  as  the  deraoged  officers  men- 
lioued  bv  (be  gentleman  from  New  York,  should 
be  laieu  to  anpport  their  fellow  patriots,  who 
were  at  (hat  time,  as  far  as  respects  (he  officers,  in 
a  mora  enviable  situation?  It  is  well  koowD, 
tbai  the  deranged  officers  constantly  complained 
of  their  being  deranged,  and  that  (hey  prererred 
to  bave  been  continued  in  the  service;  many  of 
them,  not  willins  to  stay  at  home,  obtained  cod^ 
mands  in  the  militia,  and  in  (ha(  way  served  the 
country.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  that  teats 
and  atl  camp  utrniils  were  never  plenty,  and 
often  scarce,  and  that  ihe  r^nlars  were  always 
fint  snppliea  with  whatever  could  be  furnished, 
and  (bat  too  with  the  best  there  was;  whatever 
was  left,  after  furnishing  the  regulars,  was  divi- 
ded among  the  militia,  who  were  frequently 
without  tents  or  camp  utensils,  unless  they  car- 
ried til  cm  from  (heir  homes,  and  in  many  [larts 
of  the  Southern  States  these  necessary  articlaa 
were  not  abundant.  In  wet  and  stormv  days  it 
was  not  nneommon  to  see  tents  formed  by  two 
or  three  or  more  men  pniiiag  logeiher  not  (heir 
blankets,  for  but  very  fewliad  them,  but  bed 
coven,  which  had  been  spun  and  wove  at  home; 
those  wbo  were  not  fortunate  enoogb  to  carry 
anything  of  ibis  kind,  stood  by  trees  with  bark  or 
whatever  they  could  gel  to  cover  their  heads  to 
keep  the  rain  off  The  character  the  war  then 
assumed,  forbade  any  atliole  necessary  or  eonve- 
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Dient  to  ihe  soldiflT  (o  be  inpteatf;  thers  wu 
DolbJQg  like  ii  in  aur  other  part  of  the  DaiiDo,  if 
ID  the  vorld.  la  calamiiy  and  furj  it  ao  far  sur- 
pasaed  a  comoioii  civil  war,  that  the  Qatne  is  iia- 
proper  for  it.  He  knew  not  by  what  oame  to 
call  it,  perhaps  a  doneatic  war  wonid  come  aearei 
to  it  thaa  taj  other.  la  llie  parts  at  the  country 
when  the  Whigs  and  Tories  were  mixed,  it  was 
neighbor  againat  neighbor,  house  agaioit  houae, 
an d  neighborhood  againni neighborhood;  destruc- 
tion and  death  were  the  orders  of  the  daf ;  each 
parif  hunted  the  oiher,  either  alone  oi  in  nam- 
bers,  aa  circumalances  would  permit — neither 
Itounle  Qor  pains  were  spared  to  destiof  and  lull. 
Id  ta^ay  places,  houses,  feuces^  and  eTerftbing 
Deeessary  to  support  life,  were  burnt,  leaving  the 
women  and  children  onlf  with  the  clothes  they 
bad  on,  to  depend  on  a  more  foitanaie  neighbor 
for  sustenance  and  shelter.  In  some  cases  this 
was  done,  when  the  husband  or  bod,  or  perhaps 
both,  were  confined  in  jail,  because  they  were 
Whigs ;  many  plantations  were  left  without  stock 
of  any  kind,  not  a  bone  nor  cow,  in  this  forlotn 
oondiiion  to  be  cultiriled  by  toe  womea  aqd 
cbildrep,  who,  if  tbey  were  fortunate  enough  to 

Saiher  a  part  of  the  corn  they  bad  labored  to  pro~ 
uce,  were  compelled  to  beat  it  id  a  mortar  into 
meal,  or  carry  it  iheDiselyea  to  a  mill  to  be  ground, 
if  one  was  left  in  the  neighborhood.  Places  may 
yet  be  seen  where  bouses  were  burnt,  which  yet 
remaiu  not  built  on.  The  rich  and  the  poorwbo 
surrivedj  and  who  would  not  agree  oa  any  lerms 
to  remain  neutral  at  home,  when  parts  of  the 
country  were  orerrua  by  the  enemy,  shared  nearly 
the  same  fate,  left  with  nothing  but  life  and 
liberiy. 

Many  gallant  actions  were  performed  iu  this 
neiKhbothood  war,  which  history  will  Dcver  re- 
cord, and  many  gallant  and  patriotic  men  fell, 
whose  Dames  will  jd  a  little  time  be  forgotten  in 
this  their  beloved  country,  for  which  they  freely 
shed  their  blood  and  lost  their  lives.  Mehanc 
and  Kulp_  ate  of  the  number  who  were  slain  io 
these  terrible  conflicts,  and  are  now  almost  for- 
goiten.  These  en^gements  were  generally  ia- 
tal  and  sanguinary  in  proportion  to  the  few  that 
fought.  With  permisuon  he  would  repeat  thai 
ii  could  not  be  just  or  right  to  ti^  these  people  to 
give  a  pension  to  any,  because  tbef  were  in  ike 
[e^ulat  army;  it  seemed  like  taxing  the  bones 
oFthe  braTe  and  the  ashes  of  distress ;  the  offineu 
of  the  army,  at  the  eDd  of  the  war,  received  G.Te 

J  ears'  full  iiay^aDd  both  officers  and  soldiers  land 
:om  the  Uaitcd  States;  besides,  every  State 
which  had  back  land  unsettled,  gave  land  to  the 
same  officers  and  soldiers,  which  were  raised  in 
the  Slate.  But  it  is  said  that  the  Continental 
troops  were  paid  in  depreciated  certificates,  not 
worth  more  than  ooe-eighih  of  their  value.  This 
is  undoubtedly  tiue;  yet  they  were  considered 
to  be  more  valuable  than  the  Slate  certificates, 
Id  which  the  others  wete  paid.  Certificates  were 
then  the  onlf  currency  of  the  governments  ;  ihey 
nude  all  their  payments  in  them.  After  the  fall 
of  the  paper  money,  provisions  for  the  army 
weie  frequently  taken  from  families  which  could 


not  well  spare  them.  Whenever  necessitf  com- 
pelled this,  Whig  and  Tory  fared  alike;  bnitt 
certificate  was  the  only  payment.  The  depreci- 
ton  was  a  national  calamity,  from  whicb  no 
le  was  exempt ;  it  was  as  general  as  the  libeity 
e  now  enjoy,  and,  though  equally  free,  we  ua 
it  now  equally  rich. 

We  hare  been  frequently  told  that  some  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Continental  army  sia 
poor.  This  do  doubi  was  true.  He  also  believed 
It  was  equally  true  that  some  of  the  troops  which 
he  had  mentioned  were  eguallf  ao.  Tbi*  will 
be  the  case  amonz  erery  class  ot  men ;  some  wUJ 
get  rich,  while  others  do  not;  there  is  a  time  to 
gel  and  a  time  t03j>end ;  the  industrious  and  care* 
lul  will  either  get  rich  or  comfortable,  while  those 
who  are  not  sq,  will  neither  be  rich  nor  comfort- 
able.  To  undertake  to  puivide  for  those  who 
will  not  provide  for  tbeinselves,  will,  on  ejEperi- 
ment,  be  found  an  endless  task;  it  mav  auii  other 
countries,  but  it  does  not  this;  it  will  drain  any 
treasury,  no  matter  how  full,  and,  iaslead  of  tc- 
pealins  taxes,  new  ones  ought  to  be  imposed. 
Pass  toe  bill,  and  the  pension  will  not  do  those 
who  do  not  provide  for  themselves  as  much  good 
as  it  will  others,  who  know  theit  failinga,  and 
will  take  care  to  be  with  them  when  it  shall  be 
received.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
QoLnaBOBOoaH)  wishes  the  bill  to  pa»s,  to  do 
away  an  opinion  which  bad  been  enlerlaiDed, 
that  Republics  were  ungrateful ;  hie  did  not  state 
it  to  be  his  opinion.  It  was  a  pleasing  fact  that 
the  history  ot  the  United  States  did,  in  the  most 
satisfactory  maaner,  prove  that  it  was  not  true, 
as  it  regarded  them,  nor  did  he  believe  it,  as  it 
regarded  others.  It  has  been  ptomul^pited  by  the 
flatterers  apd  syeophaDts  of  kiDgs  and  despoia,  u 
become  their  favorites  and  pensioners,  to  live 
sumpiuouily  on  their  folly  or  wickedness,  or  both, 
on  the  profits  of  the  labor  of  those  who  were 
more  virtuous  and  better  than  themselves.  The 
opinion  is  founded  in^idleoess  and  hatred  to  free 
Qorernmenls,  where  every  man  ought  to  live  by 
the  sweat  of  his  own  brow — where  no  man  ought 
to  be  paid  to  do  nothing.  But,  do  as  you  will, 
the  same  class  of  people  wiU  entertain  and  pto> 
mulgate  the  same  opinion  i  uid  he  was  uowilliag 
10  attempt  to  do  away  the  opinion  by  passing  thai 
which  he  conceived  to  be  an  improper  and  un- 
just act.  He  would  add,  that,  in  decpolic  Oov> 
ernmeats,  to  complain  would  be  deemed  a  crim^ 
and  that  the  only  liberty  enjoyed  was  that  im 
abusing  Republics. 

It  has  been  said  thai  the  officers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary army  would  have  been  severely  pun- 
ished if  the  United  Slates  had  been  cooquered. 
This,  he  believed,  was  not  thought  ofat  the  tiuu) 
because  no  Whig  ever  calculated  od  being  con- 
queted,  and  every  one  had  determined  not  to  he. 
But  whether  they  would  have  been  punished 
more  severely  than  others,  he  did  not  know  ;  all 
had  committed  openly  what,  in  that  case,  would 
have  been  deemed  treason.  He,  however,  wasof 
opinion  that  the  most  severe  punishment  would 
not  hare  been  inflicted  on  the  army.  The  his- 
tory of  the  times  vprraoied  the  opinion.    H» 
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Surviving  Qfbcra  afihe  Bevotution. 


mllier  ihsuffat  it  would  hare  be«n  inflicted  ob 
thoM  dkriog  patriou  wbo  were  fnembera  of  tbe 
flrit  Coagiett,  thoee  wbo  doclar^d  iadvptDdeDce 
with  tb«  hsltet  aboai  their  oecks,  tad  inoas  who 
ordwcd  SB  arm;  to  be  nited.  Tlieea  are  the 
BMB,  he  thought,  on  wiMin  rmigntice  woald 
hare  been  ukea.  Permit  me  h«e,  said  Ht.  M., 
to  iiate  what  wu  certaiDlf  tnie,  aad  thai  too  in 
prttte  of  a  clau  of  man  who  rarely  reeeired 
piaiK — thai  do  elaas  of  men  ia  tin  nalioa  bad 
mors  merit  for  th«  Revoiatioo  thso  the  lawfera. 
Where  be  was  aeqnainied,  iher  wera  all  Whifa; 
he  did  not  at  ihia  moment  reeoUect  a  aiojle  cz- 
cepiioB.  The;  uaderitood  better  than  moat  oth- 
er* the  fights  nod  privilefe*  of  tbe  then  colooiaa, 
and  txerted  iheiBMlref,  with  advantage  to  the 
couotrr  and  honor  to  themHlrM,  to  peratu^ 
other*  to  examine  aad  Hnderaland  than  ;  thay 
aneewded,  and  we  now  enjoy  the  banefit.  He 
boped  Ihi*  dtfrcBUon  would  be  pardoned  \  ha  had 
only  giren  the  well-meiiled  praiw.  He  wonld 
return  to  the  avhjeet.  If  the  pentiou  nre  to  be 
given,  becaoH  iW  army  dewcTed  irall  of  the 
cooDtry,  and  some  of  tham  are  now  poor,  wenid 
it  not  follow  that  all  who  deferred  well,  and  are 
now  poor,  oaght  to  reeeire  a  pensioa  7  Would 
it  not  [allow  that  if  aoy  memhef*  of  the  Con- 
gress he  had  meniioaed,  were  now  alive  uad 
poor,  that  they  too,  for  the  umte  eau*«,  onght  m 
^ve  a  peafiioa  1  It  would,  be  tl^ought,  be  diffi- 
onlt  10  live  a  rowan  for  one,  wbJeb  wooM  not 
apply  ns  foroiUy  to  the  other.  The  dcaevvinf 
well  and  beias  poor,  would  apply  equally  to  both. 
He  repelled  that  he  wished  it  le  be  disUnelly 
uadeiiMod  that  be  wa*  not  denying  the  worth  or 
merit  of  the  Rrvoluiionarv  army.  God  forbid 
that  be  sbonld  j  he  never  Jor  a  m(»oent  enter- 
tained a  (ingte  sentiment  that  even  tended  toward 
it*  dishonor;  but  he  was  oppoaing  tbe  principles 
of  the  bill,  aod  the  moiioo  to  recommil,  both  of 
whieh  be  fully  believed  were  against  the  niiaci- 
plc*  which  earned  it  iota  the  field.  Hor  did  b« 
mesB  lo  claoB  them  with  the  aevealaea  buodtad 
applicants  iot  office  in  the  late  war,  whieh  had 
been  ncBUoned.  He,  b*v««ar,  felt  no  hcetiation 
to  aekaowiedga  that  he  approved  their  oondvct ; 
they  did  what  at  all  times  they  uogbi  to  do — 
■bow  n  willingness  to  aid  their  country  '~   '~ 


fence  of  iu  just  right*,  and  to  lake  part  in  a  war 
wbicb  had  been  emphatically  called  s  second 
war  for  indepeodeDcc.  Pas*  tbe  bill,  and  it  mokes 
a  precedent  for  the  army  engaged  in  tbal  war 
and  ia  every  other.  Precedent  is  now  almost 
equal  to  the  Constituiioo,  and  will  probably,  in 
a  few  yenrs,  be  quite  so.  It  does  not  require  the 
gift  of  propheey  to  foreiel  that  thirty  or  forty 
years  hence,  as  much  may  be  said  in  favor  uf  tbe 
army  engage^  in  tbe  second  war  for  iadepeo- 
denoe,  as  we  have  now  beard  about  the  nnt, 
though  as  mneh  may  not  be  said  about  the  state 
of  the  country  and  of  the  sufTeriugs  ot  tbe  people, 
because  the  ticu  will  Doiwartaniii.  Theiroops, 
however,  in  the  late  war,  in  the  uninhabited  parts 
of  the  country,  uiflnied  greatly,  and  bore  their 
iQ&riogs  manfully.  The  viclotics  obtained  by 
then  have  iu>t  betn  snrpoaKd  in  any  age  or  waj 


eMiBtry;  they  were  folly  equal  to  ihoae  of  Lei- 
ingtoB  and  King's  Mouatnio  ;  but  tbe  men  wha 
fooght  these  two  i^orioHs  batilea  ate  not  peerided 
for  in  the  bill,  beeaoee  tbey  were  militia. 

It  i*  not  improper  to  observe,  that  paoiioos  u 
all  eoantrie*  bexin  on  a  rmall  scale,  and  are  at 
first  geMrally  granted  on  prt^r  oooaideratioM, 
__j  .tr..  .!.-_  : titlatlaat  they  are  granted 


caprice  aa  for  proper  o 
sideration*.  The  bill  is  an  entire  deniartare  frMS 
any  prineiple  hetetoibeaestaUiaked  u  this  con- 
try;  itreijoiras  little  or  no  proof  l«  g«  tbape*- 
■ion,  a«d  It  give*  to  all  alike,  wilhmC  rentd  to 
diaability  or  naeritorion*  serviee*.  The  fciitery 
of  the  half-pay  for  life,  and  tbe  eoiHaaMtion  for 
it  of  five  years'  full  pay,  ahMv  aa  olew  as  day- 
ligbt  the  opinion  then  enMrlaiaed  by  the  nation 
on  the  ubjeei  of  penaiana,  and  tbe  bill  aa  eleai^ 
iltMn  how  mocb  that  opinion  ba*ehtu!iged*inee, 
and  that  the  opinloa  in  favor  of  pensiona  is  fiiM 
ganing  groand.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  aunt 
operate  on  the  mind  like  sweat  poiaon  does  ,m 
the  laate ;  it  pleuMe  at  firai,  bat  kilt*  at  lasL  Tbe 
objeots  to  whom  they  are  panted  are  only  thoagkt 
of  at  the  time,  without  refleeliog  that  a  partef 
tbe  money  to  pay  them  i*  to  be  taken  fram  ihosn 
who  are  not  ia  a  situation  to  spate  it  oonreaienK 
ly ;  the  few  rich  are  not  apt  (o  eompbin  of  taxaa, 
especially  if  tbey  believe  they  are  ia(e«M  la 
promote  what  they  dean  the  glorv  and  apleate 
oftheeonatry;  they  take  a  full  share  of  that  M 
themselve*,  and  ihey  can  live  well  and  pay  the 
lax ;  but  it  is  not  so  with  the  poor ;  every  oeat 
taken  from  him  dtmioifhea  his  eonfort  and  le^ 
MOB  hi*  independeoee.  It  j*  quite  prol»ble  that 
*eme  of  the  poor,  who  may  contribuie  their  miM 
to  pay  the  pensians  given  by  tbe  bill,  may  bare 
been  reduced  to  poverty,  by  ibe  enemy's  bwaiag 
and  desirayinglheir  Droperty,  for  fighting  on  the 
same  tide,  and  proba&ly  in  the  same  batUas  mtk 
those  who  are  to  receive  ibem.  He  would  ioat 
remark,  that  he  did  not  think  this  a  propM  puee 
to  speak  of  our  charity  at  home.  Charity  iaeoat- 
mandnhle  in  all  man,  it  ie  enjoined  on  all  atn, 
hot  it  oagbi  to  be  so  given  a*  not  to  let  one  band 
know  wut  the  other  does.  Beside,  oar  privaM 
worth,  whether  for  ehai ity  or  any  other  virtM, 
is  beat  known  to  onr  neighbors,  who  always  dolf 
appreeiaie  it.  He  had  heard  so  much  said  of  tM 
feeling*  of  gentlemen  on  this  inieraiting  and  im- 
portant qncation,  ilut  he  was  almost  induoed  to 
donbt  whether  be  had  as  fine  feelings  as  otber& 
He,  however,  hoped  he  had,  but  others  mn*t 
ini^e,  not  himself;  but,  whether  he  bad  or  not, 
be  oould  not  consent  to  gratify  them  at  the  ex- 
peata  of  his  judgment. 

The  old  Congreas  is  ofien  pralaed  and  alwavs 
deservedly;  on  the  present  oceaaioo  it  would 
seem  proper  that  their  dec  let  on  *hould  have  great 
weight,  as  iheyconducled  the  Revolution,  raided 
tbe  Array,  and  sectled  wiih  ii,  ind  g>ve  (o  each 
iedividuai  whatever  vra*  his  due,  ueder  all  the 
oircnmstancei  of  bis  ease,  ll  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  state  that  that  Congreas  only  paid  the 
Coatinenial  troops;  the  militia  and  State  troop* 
w«a  paid  by  the  States  to  which  Ihey  banged, 
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Md  ibe  Sutes  granted  and  paid  ihBin  pcDiioss 
till  viihia  ■  few  ye>n  past,  when  the  Oeneial 
QoTecDTneoI  Bssomed  tn«  peasion  list  of  aaeb 
Stale,  placiD^all  the  pensions  granied  for  Retoto- 
ijoaarjr  Mrvices  on  the  same  ground  ;  and  tbi* 
polior,  if  tbe  bill  ii  to  pifa,  ought  now  to  be  fol- 
lowed — ibai  is,  to  place  all  btving  eqaal  merit 
OB  the  nnie  groaod. 

Tbe  reeommendalion  of  (bis  lubjfcl  to  the 
coDBideration  of  Congrew  bf  tbe  President,  who 
was  ■  RevolaiioDary  ebaraeter,  had  been  men- 
tloDed.  Tbit  reeommeDdation,  like  every  otbei 
from  (he  BxeeatiTe,  fas  felt  it  bii  dniy  lo  exam- 
ine with  deliberalioD,  and  treat  with  respect ;  be 
had,  bowcTer,  to  regret  ibat  he  could  not  agree 
to  pnse  an  act  in  conformity  to  it ;  tbe  reasons 
for  this  he  bad  endeavored  to  slate ;  his  regret, 
however,  would  be  much  greater,  if  all  tbe  pre- 
ceding  PreaideDls  bad  not  also  bare  been  Revo* 
luiionary  characters ;  and  be  did  not  recollect  at 
this  time  that  xaj  one  of  them  had  made  ■  simi- 
lar reeommendalion,  Iboagb  he  bad  not  eiamincd 
their  Uessages  to  aicertain  the  fact,  he  spoke 
only  from  a  momeaiary  recolleetion  of  a  memory 
Bot  now  very  good ;  if  the  fact  was,  as  be  be- 
lieved, no  one  could  doobt  but  that  one  of  them, 
OenenU  WAammvion,  was  as  much  attached  to 
the  Army  as  any  man  in  tbe  nalion.  He  bad 
Ibaaghl  proper  to  say  this  much  to  enable  all  to 
deeioie  whether  the  national  opinion  was  tending 
towards  pensions  oi  not. 

As  mach  had  been  said  about  oar  rich  Treas- 
iry,  and  bat  few  to  provide  for,  he  ihoagbl  proper 
to  slate  that  neither  of  these  facta  had  any  weight 
with  him-,  if  jasiice  required  ibai  tbe  bill  sbonld 
pass,  neither  ih«  condition  of  tbe  Treasury  nOr 
the  Dttmber  to  be  provided  for  ought  to  be  taken 
inia  coniideraiion.  As  to  tbe  Treasury  being 
rich,  it  had  been  more  so  some  years  past,  bai 
was  emptied  wiiboai  tha  aid  of  snch  a  bill  ai 
tbU. 

He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would 
^rdon  bim  far  saying,  that,  whether  the  national 
opinioQ  was  changing  or  not,  he  ibougbt  the  vote 
on  tbis  motion,  and  that  for  passing  the  bill, 
would  prove  ibat  (he  geotlemau  and  himself  were 
both  a  little  out  of  fashion.  He,  however,  be- 
lieved that  they  would  bear  it  as  it  beeime  them, 
withoutgrievJDgarcooiilaining;  each  generation 
would  goTHro  itself,  and  they  had  had  ihetr  day. 

On  the  exertions  of  the  Whigs  in  the  Sonthern 
Stales,  afler  tbe  fait  of  Charleston  and  the  saffer- 
ings  of  tbe  people,  he  could,  be  was  anre,  speak 
a  month,  and  not  exhaust  the  subjecu  Me  bad, 
bowerer  tired  himself,  and,  he  feared,  fatigued, 
tile  Senate.    He  would,  therefore,  take  his  seat. 

Ur,  Otib  advocated  the  hill,  and  opposed  the 
iadeiioite  postponement}  and,  when  he  concluded, 
llie  Benaie  adjourned. 

Pbidat,  Janoary  30. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bahpokd,  tbe  report  of  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  eommunicated  the 

32d  insiant,  and  prepared  in  obedience  lo  a  r«io- 

Intion  of  tbe  Senate  of  tbe  11th  December,  1817, 


relative  to  tbe  expediency  of  further  legislative 
provisions  to  ezpetlite  the  settlement  of  pnblie 
accounts,  was  referred  to  tbe  Comniitee  on  Pi- 
Mr,  EioasET  pTMented  the  petitiou  of  John 
Blockloo,  Comrainioner  of  Loans  for  the  State 
of  Delaware,  praying  an  allowance  for  office  rent; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claitns. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Forrest ;  and  the  eonsideration 
thereof  was  turtber  postponed  until  Monday  uexL 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  motion  of  the  27(b 
instant,  for  instractiag  tbe  Committee  of  Clnims 
to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  providing  for 
tbe  examination  and  allowance  of  moneys  paid 
by  the  State  of  Massac  base  Its,  for  tbe  lupplics 
and  fierTiees  of  tbe  militia  of  the  Stale ;  and  the 
condderatiou  thereof  was  further  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  following  Menage  was  received  from  the 
Prhidbmt  of  tbe  Omited  Statib: 
To  ilU  Senate  of  tie  OuUdSUOet.- 

In  ewnplisnee  with  a  reaalntion  of  the  Senate  of 
the  SSd  tatbh  month,  requeatiDg  to  be  infoimsd,  "In 
what  manner  the  tioopa  in  the  servioa  of  the  United 
Btates,  now  operating  afalnst  the  Seminole  tribe  of 
Indian*,  have  been  anhMsted,  wbalhw  b;  eontract,  or 
otherwise,  aad  whether  they  have  been  fnmislied  reg^ 
lulj  with  ntians,"  I  now  trumnit  a  report  from  tha 
Bs^etaiy  of  War,  contaiaioK  tba  infbimation  rsqaired. 
JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsainerojr,  Anwory  M,  lilB. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  mentioned 
were  read. 

Mr.  WiLBON  submitted  the  following  nottoB 
for  consideration  : 

Sttoked,  That  the  Prerident  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  cania  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  aU  the  aim*  and  secontiemeBtt  whid 
faaie  bien  mannfketnied  at  tit*  difiareot  aimnie*  of 
the  United  StatM,  with  tbe  coat  of  eieh  stand,  sad 
the  nomber  dalivand  lo  each  Stale  reipaetively,  nudar 
the  Wt  for  umiBK  tha  whale  bod;  of  Ua  miiitia. 

Tbe  amendment  U  the  biU,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  tbe  payment  of  tbe  «i^ 
rearngee  which  have  been  incurred  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  BstBhIishment,  previous  lo  tbe 
first  of  January,  1817,"  haTing  been  reported  by 
tbe  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  WB* 
read  a  third  lime  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  divide  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania 
into  two  judicial  dii(ric(s,  was  read  a  third  tima ; 
and,  OD  motion,  by  Mr.  CRiTTBiroaM,  tbe  farther 
ooasideratiOB  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

Hr.  Rdovlis  gft ve^otice  that  oa  Monday  ncxi 
be  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  joint  resolutlos 
providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  late  editioa 
of  the  land  laws  of  the  tToited  States. 


HonsiaY,  February  S. 

The  pRHBiDSNt  eommuniealtd  a  report  of  the 

Secretary  of  the  Traaaniy,  to  wkom  was  refernd 
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the  petition  of  Hugh  VUy>  "^  ladiana;  aod  ibe 
itpon  wu  read. 

The  Prbbidhnt  alio  communicated  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treatury,  ezhibitiog  the 
■nnu  respeciirely  paid  lo  each  clerk  id  Ibe  ter- 
eral  offieet  of  thai  Department  for  sertieea  ren- 
dered daring  the  rear  1S17,  made  in  obedienee 
to  the  provisioni  of  the  act  of  April  Slsl,  1806,  to 
regnlate  and  fix  compeDailion  of  clerlu ;  and  the 
report  ivB«  read. 

Ur.  aoLDSBOKOcaBpreseQied  the  mcmoiial  of 
Tbomaa  Tenant  and  O«orge  Stilea,  of  the  cit^  of 
Baltimore,  merchanta  and  afaip  owners,  praying 
that  ceriifieales  of  registry  may  be  granted  to 
two  TMsels  belonging  to  them,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  tlu 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manafnctnre*.     1 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repiesentativel 
JDformed  the  Senate  (hat  the  Honie  have  passed' 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  provide  for  delivering 
up  persona  held  lo  labor  or  service  in  any  of  the 
States  or  Territories  who  shell  escape  into  luj 
other  State  or  Territory ;"  and  also,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  net  for  the  relief  of  Israel  Smith ;"  in 
which  bills  they  ask  the  eoncarrenee  of  Ihe 
Bennte. 

The  two  bilb  lait  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Hr.  SAirroRD,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce aod  MaDufaetures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  William  O.  Ridsely,  made  a  le- 
poTt,  together  with  the  followiog  resolution  : 

■*  That  the  prajer  ef  the  petition  be  lefused." 

The  report  aod  resolution  were  read. 

Hr.  Wilson  presented  the  memorial  of  Mar- 
niet  While,  widow  of  Colonel  Anthony  Walton 


tee;  and  Messrs.  Kino,  Macon,  Campbell,  Bab- 
boitb:,  and   Daooett,  were  appointed   Ihe  eom- 


inbmitted  the  following  motion 


White,  pniying  reimbnrsement  of  moneys  ad- 
vanced for  public  parposes  by  her  late  basband, 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Hr.  CAHPnBLL,  from  Ihe  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  makios  appropriation*  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  IBIS," 
reported  the  same  with  amendment*;  which  were 
tead. 

On  motion,  by  Hr.  Cahfbell,  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial 
of  Pstol  Beck.  jr~  and  Thomas  Sparka,  of  the 
city  of  PhiUdelphia,  manufacturers  of  shot;  the 
petition  of  David  Ames,  and  othen^  praying  an 
additional  duty  on  imported  paper ;  the  memorial 
of  Samuel  Campbell,  and  others,  manufaciorers 
and  venders  of  Xmeiicao  manufactured  paper; 
and  also  the  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  sundry  documents 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of 
Caron  De  Beaumarciiais,  were  discharged  from 
the  furlber  coasideratiaa  thereof  respectively. 


Mr.  Bdbhill  si 
for  consider 

Re»ahtd,  That  the  Comniitleg  on  Poblic  Lands  be 
instracted  to  report  a  bill  for  sitendinf  for  the  temi  erf' 
nine  months,  from  lbs  1st  day  of  Msreb,  A.  D.  I8IS, 
the  time  limited  fin  the  eihibitiDD  of  claima  for  oartam 
land  warrants  deaccibed  in  tho  act,  entiUed  "An  act 
fhrthsr  extending  the  Uma  for  issning  and  loealina 
military  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pnrpoees,"  nssand 
April  leth,  1816. 

Hr.  CaiiIpbeli.  offered  instructions  from  the 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee  lonss  their 
exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  nmendment 
to  the  Conslimtion  of  the  United  Stales,  relative 
to  the  compensBiion  of  members  of  Congress; 
and  moved  that  they  be  received  and  read ;  and, 
lOO  motion,  the  further  consideration  thereof  waa 
postponed  unlit  to-morrow. 

Hr.  QoLoanoRoiiOH,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
Ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  inoorporate  the  Co- 
lumbian Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria,"  re- 
ported tbe  same,  with  amendments ;  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  Stores  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rtaobxd,  That  tho  FreHdent  of  the  United  States 
be  raqnealed  U>  cause  a  statement  of  the  progress  made 
undit  Ibd  act  to  proTide  for  surveying  the  cossta  of 
the  United  Btates,  passed  Pcbrnsry  10,  IB07,  and  an; 
tubaeqoent  acts  on  the  same  snbject,  to  be  laid  befio'e 
Cimgress. 
Mr.  MoBBOW,  from  Ihe  Committee  on  Ihe  Pab- 
:  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  providing  forihe  sale  of  certain  lands 
in  the  disirict  of  Marietta,  and  for  the  location  of 
claims  and  sale  ofceitaio  lands  in  the  district  of 
Vineennes;  and  (he  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  blanks  in  tbe  engrossed  bill  to  divide  the 
Slale  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  dislricts, 
it  bBving  been  gireviously  read  n  third  time,  were 
Sited,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

Ten  days  previous  notice  having  been  given, 
Ur.  Babbodr  asked,  andby  consenlor(wo.(hirds 
of  (he  Senators  present,  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  in  addition  lo  the  act,  eniiiled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson ;"  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
"  WtLLiAMS,  of  Tennessee,  from  (he  Com* 
on  Miliiarir  Affairs,  who  were  inatruetad, 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  (he  I4th  of  last 
month,  to  inquire  whether  any,  and.  If  any,  what 
further  provisions  by  law  are  necessary  (o  secure 
if  soldiers  who  died  or  who  were 
killed  in  (be  service  of  their  country,  during  the 
late  war,  the  bonoiy  in  land  to  which  ihey  are 
eqoilably  entitled,  made    report,   together    with 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qdldsbohodqh,  the  Message  the  followiog  resolution . 

from  the  Presideniof  the  United  Slates,  together  Setobtd,  That  the  eominittea  be  diiehargad  from 

with  the  accompanying  documents  in  relation  to  the  further  consideration  of  this  subject 

the  claim  of  ine  represeotatiTes  of  Caron  De  Ur.BARBODR  gave  noiice,  that  lo-morrow  he 

Beaumaichais,  were  referred  to  a  aetect  commit-  ahonld  ask  le«re  lo  bring  in  a  bill,  to  amend  (h« 
15th  Com.  Ut  Sxh^— 6 
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sercral  tela  to  promote  the  progrcis  of  nsefvl 
arU. 

The  following  McBiage  was  received  from  the 
Pbebideht  or  tbb  United  States: 
7b  a*  Stnale  tfthe  Vhittd  SbiUt: 

In  eompiiuiM  with  ■  iMolotion  of  tha  8eD»ta  of 
tt«  Sth  of  lut  monQi,  reqiiMtiiiB  me  to  cmoH  to  ba 
laid  hdn*  it.  the  procaedinp  which  m*;  hftTe  bacii 
had  under  ■'An  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  gr«daal 
incnvM  of  the  Jivrj  of  the  United  Butae,"  nMcnfying 
the  nnmber  of  ahipa  pot  on  the  itocfca,  and  of  wh«t 
elaaii  theqQantitjFofmateiialiprocaTBdforfhip build- 
ing, and  alio  the  tam»  of  money  which  nay  have  been 
paid  oat  of  the  fund  created  b;  aud  act,  and  fbr  what 
idijacU ;  and  lilcewiie,  the  cootracta,  which  may  ha*e 
been  entered  into,  in  eiecation  of  the  act  afbreeaid, 
on  which  moiieya  may  not  yet  hare  been  adTanead ; 
I  now  truumit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
accompanied  1^  a  report  fram  die  Board  of  Commii- 
oonen  of  the  NaT^,  with  dacnmenta  wbidi  contain 
the  information  deaiied. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  and  aecompanyiDg  report*  and 
doenmeate  were  read. 

The  Senate  resomed  (he  moiioo  of  the  S7th  of 
laat  month,  for  iDsiruciing  the  Committee  of 
Ctaima  to  inquire  into  the  expediencjr  of  provid- 
Inff  for  the  examinaiiDD  and  ailowaDce  of  moDejra 
pud  bf  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts,  for  sapplies 
ud  services  of  the  militia  of  that  State;  ana  the 
ooBtideraiion  thereof  was  further  poatpoaed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideiaiion  of  the 
motion  of  the  30th  of  laii  month,  requesting  a 
ataiement  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  of  all  the 
arms  and  accoutremenis  which  have  heeo  manu- 
factured at  the  different  armories  of  the  United 
Blatea,  with  the  co»t  of  each  stand,  and  the  num- 
ber delivered  to  each  State  respectively;  and 
■greed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wit 
Teierred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Porreii ;  and  ib 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com* 
miltee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion i>f  Weaver  Benoet ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
BcBHi!.!.,  the  c OBJ) i deration  thereof  was  further 
posiDoaed  until  Monday  the  16(h  of  this  moatli. 

Toe  Senate  resumed  thereportof  theCoramjt- 
lee  on  Military  ABairs,  who  were  inslrucied  by 
a  retofoiion  of  the  Senate  to  ioqnire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing,  by  law,  for  eDforcing  the 
attendance  of  witnesses  before  courts  martial; 
Bad  the  consideralion  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  SeuHie  resumed  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  relative  to  the  duty  on  salt;  and 
the  consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed 
nniil  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Senate  re- 
■nmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
aideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriation  for  the  military  service  of  the  Ubi- 
tea  States  for  the  year  1818,"  together  with  the 


ameDdmeBts  reported  thereto  by  the  Comiailiee 
on  Military  Affairs;  and  the  blank  therein  being 
filled  with  "30,000,"  the  amendments  were  agreed 
to;  and  ibe  Pbebideht  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended  Bccordingly  ;  and  the  Binend- 
menta  haviog  been  concurred  in,  they  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  Ibe  bill  waa  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

Mr.  DafioBTT  submitted  tbe  following  motioa 
for  considention : 

Baobed,  That  the  Conmittee  on  Military  A&iM 
be  inetmctad  to  inqnbe  into  the  expediency  of  rcpa^ 
ing  or  allaring  the  law  psaaed  in  1818,  eatablialung 
brevet  lank  in  the  Army  titbn  United  StaMa. 

TcESDav,  February  3. 

Mr.  BnocLBs  presented  the  memorial  of  Tboa. 
Rotch,  on  the  subject  of  woollen  manufactures, 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  TavLDR  presented  the  peiitioo  of  Godfrey 
H.  Beldlog,  late  a  iieuienant  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  praying  an  iocrease  of  pension, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Pensions. 

Mr.  TavLOR  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Robert  Sturges,  staling  that  he  bad  entered  with 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  al  Tincennes,  a 
certain  quarter  eection,  which  entry  was  changed 
bj/  the  Register  of  the  said  Land  Office,  without 
bis  kaowledse  or  consent,  and  praying  relief;  and 
tbe  memorial  wsi  read,  and  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

The  amendments  lo  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriaiions  for  tbe  military  service  of 
tbe  United  Stales  far  the  year  1818,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  eogroswd, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  aa  amended,  and 

Mr.  RnooLEB  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  resolution  relative  to  the  dislrihutioa  (d'tbe 
late  edition  of  the  land  laws;  and  the  resolution 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ca>ipbb[.l  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rttolted,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  A&iis 
ba  ioatraeted  to  inquire  into  the  azpediBncy  of  oatab' 
tistdnB,  by  law,  the  aalariee  of  Indian  agents  and  as- 
sistant sgenta. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Cora- 
mittee  on  Finance,  relative  to  ihe  duty  on  aalti 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  farther 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
reportof  Ihe  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
faciorei,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Q.  Ridgely;  and  in  concurrence  there- 
with, resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
reportof  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  who 
were  instructed  by  b  resolation  of  tbe  Senate  of 
the  14(h  of  last  month,  "  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  further  provisions  by  law  are 
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aeeessity  Ut  secure  to  the  hein  of  aoldien,  who 
died,  or  were  killed  in  (he  lerriee  of  their  cooatrr, 
daring  the  late  war,  the  boaiity  ia  land  to  which 
they  are  eqnitaUy  eniided;"  and  id  concurrence 
therewith,  the  committee  were  diicharged  from 
the  further  consideratioa  of  thit  subject. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  that  the  inatructiom  from  the  Lecialatute 
of  the  State  of  TennesGce  to  their  Senators, 
offered  the  2d  instant,  be  received  and  read;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  G&ufbbll,  the  further  con- 
sideration (hereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday 
next. 

The  SeuBle  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motiou  of  the  3d  iuitaat,  for  inslructinr  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Public  X^ands  to  report  a  bill  for  ei- 
tendiog  1^'  'itns  limited  for  the  exhibition  of 
claims  for  certain  land  warrants;  and  the  sarae 
beiof  amended,  was  agreed  (o  as  follows : 

Jleaolved,  That  theCommittee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instracted  to  report  a  bill  for  extending,  for 
the  term  of  —~  from  the  first  day  of  March,  A. 
D.,  1618,  the  time  limited  for  the  exhibition  and 
location  of  claims  for  certain  land  warrants,  de- 
scribed in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  ex- 
tending the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military 
land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
April  16, 1816. 

The  SeoMe  resnmed  the  conaideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  3d  instant,  for  information  of  the 
progress  made  under  the  act*  to  provide  for  sur- 
ttjitfc  the  coast  of  the  Uaited  States ;  and  the 
same  being  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Bevdved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  renaesied  to  cease  a  statement  of  the 
progress  maae  onder  the  act  to  provide  for  sur- 
Teying  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  pasied 
February  10th,  1807  and  any  sub»equent  acu  on 
tbe  same  snbiect,  and  the  expenses  incurred  there- 
by, to  be  laid  before  the  Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
malioa  of  the  Sd  instant^  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  lo  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  or  altering  the  law  estab- 
lishing brevet  rank  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates ;  and  the  same  being  amended,  was  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

Xuolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Militarjr 
■'-■-I  be  iiutrneted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedi- 


1811 


:f  of  repealing  or  altering  the  law, , 

12,  establishing  brevet  rank  in  the  Army  of  the 


United  Stales;  and  also,  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 


what  change  onght  to  be  made  in  the  present 
ktvaf. 


pensation  allowed  lo  officers  in  tbe  line  of 


The  bill,  iu  ttddilion  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Tbe  bill  providine  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
in  the  dialriet  of  Marietta,  and  for  the  loeation 
and  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  dislriot  of  Vio- 
cennea,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  de- 
livering up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in 
any  ofthe  Stales  or  Tertiioriei,  who  shall  escape 
■BIO  any  other  State  or  Territory,"  was  read  the 


second  time,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Tbe  bill,  eutilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Is- 
rael Smith,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  (he  Committee  of  Claims^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considention  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
actio  provide  for  certain  surviving  o£Scers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolnitooary  Army,"  together 
with  (be  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs;  and  tbe  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day nest. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  addition 
to  an  act,  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and 
widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  private 
armed  vessels  of  tbe  United  S(a(es ;  and  the  fiir> 
(her  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to- morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  consideration  of  the  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  an  act,  approved-  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1817j  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  separate 
Territorial  government  ft»  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory;  and  the  further  con- 
sideradod  (hereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ibe  resolution,  pro- 
poiiog  an  amendment  to  tbe  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  Repre- 
■eutatives  in  Consress,  and  the  appoinlmeui  of 
Bleeiors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  bv  the  select  committee;  and  on 
on  by  Mr,  DicxBaaoR,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
(he  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  for 
tbe  District  of  Columbia ;  and  on  motion  by  Hr. 
WiLLiAMB,  of  Mississippi,  the  bill  was  recommit- 

'  o  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  inia  the  expediency  of  In- 
creasing the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  United 
Slates  courts,  ^nenlly,  and  to  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoasideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
actfortherelief  of  NaahMitlM;"and  on  motion 
by  Hr.  WtLLiuia,  of  Tennessee,  the  further  cmi- 
sidendon  thereof  was  pos(poned  until  the  first 
Monday  in  July  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  tbe  Columbian  Insurance  Com- 
pany  of  Alexandria,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments repotted  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Colombia;  and  tbe  amendmeots  being 

Sreed  to,  the  PBaetnaxr  reported  tbe  bill  to  the 
>ose  amended  accordingly;  and  the  amend- 
ments having  been  concurred  in,  they  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Cuipbbu.,  tltc  Committee 
on  Elinaoce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  nr ''' 
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of  William  Larman,  lod  other*,  praying  the 
idoplioD  of  soma  fatlher  measures  to  ipanre  the 
cvlleciion  of  the  revenue  paying  an  ad  valorem 
dnif ;  and  alio  (he  imposiiioo  of  a  duty  Dpon  all 
tales,  by  BDCtioneera,  of  drr  goodi,  except  sueb  aa 
belong  to  the  ealate«  of  deceased  pertons  or  io' 
■olveati,  were  discharged  from  the  further  cod- 
tlderatioD  thereof. 

Wednesdat,  Febraarr  4. 

The  Pbebidekt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
FMtmaster  Qeoeral,  coDtaioing  a  liit  of  eontracK 
made  in  the  year  1817;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Od  motion  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  petition  of 
Hugh  May,  of  Indiana,  late  an  ensign  in  the 
Uuiled  Stales'  Army,  together  with  the  report  of 
lh«  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  thereon,  with  the 
accom|»nyiaz  docament«,  were  referred  to  the 
Commi  tteeofCUims. 

Ur.  AsHMDN  presented  the  petition  ofVassel 
White,  of  Berkshire,  Maasacbusetti,  praying  ■ 
peniton  for  reasons  staled  in  the  petition ;  which 
wa*  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Penaiooa. 

Hr.  Wiluahb,  of  Tennessee,  sabihitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  ; 

Kaehtd,  That  the  PreaidaDt  of  Iha  Unitad  Sutaa 
be  reqneatad  to  caoae  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate, 
a  list  of  the  ntmea  of  the  aeTgral  agenta  of  Indian 
afbin,  and  of  ttie  agenta  of  Indian  tradiDg-hanaaa, 
togethar  with  tiw  pay  and  emolniuenlsof  ea^  of  said 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  3d  ioiiant,  for  iastruciiag  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
Ediency  of  establishing,  by  law,  the  salaries  of 
dtan  agents  and  assistant  agents ;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  resolntion  relaiire  to  the  distribution  of 
the  late  edition  of  the  land  laws,  was  read  tbt 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  (he 
Whole,  (he  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  addition 
to  an  act,  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and 
widows  of  persons  slain  in  tbe  public  or  private 
armed  vessels  of  ihe  Uniled  Slates ;  and  tbe  bill 
having  beea  amended,  ibe  Pbbsident  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  amendment 
being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engroMcd  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  amendments  lo  the  bill,  entided  "An  ad 
to  incorporate  the  Colombian  Insurance  Compa- 
n/  of  Aleiandris,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  rhe  bill  was  read 
a  third  lime  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  relanve  to  the  dui^oaaali; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  consideration  thereof  wa*  further  ptwtponed 
ODiil  this  day  two  weeks. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  jo  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  alter  and 
•mend  an  act,  approved  the  3d  day  ofMarch, 
.1S17,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  establish  a  separate' 


Territorial  government  for  tbe  eastern  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory ;"  and  the  farther  consider- 
'iou  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  (he  report  of  the  Com- 

ittee  on  the  Judiciary,  relative  to  the  salary  of 
tbe  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  court ;  and  the  con- 
sideration -  thereof  was  further  postponed  nniil 
Monday  nest. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
tbe  sale  of  ceiiain  lands  in  the  district  of  Mari- 
etta, and  for  the  location  of  claims  and  sale  at 
certein  lands  in  the  distric(of  Vineennes;  and  a 
blank  therein  baring  been  filled,  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed  thereto,  the  Paaai- 
DBMT  repotted  tbe  bill  to  Ibe  House,  and  i(  wu 
ordered  (o  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  (hird  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  consideration  of  the  bilL  in  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  JohD 
Thompson;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  Pbesidbnt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House,  and  it  wu  ordered  to  be  engtossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Pbbsidbnt  commuoiealed  a  report  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  (he  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  "Act  of  March  3d,  1809,  further  (o  amend 
the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regula- 
tion of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments," containing  the  several  statements  thereby 
required ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Thubsdat,  February  5. 

Mr.  Stokb*  presented  the  representation  and 
remonstrance  of  tbe  Legislature  of  North  Paro- 
line,  in  relation  to  the  grants  of  that  State,  of 
land  within  the  State  of  Tennessee;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  (he  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  on  the  27ib  December,  1817,  the  bill  ts 
authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants, 
and  perfect  titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations 
of  lands  therein  described. 

Otis  presented  (he  memorial  of  Moees 
Grant, and  others,  of  Boston,  praying  an  incretse 
of  the  duties  on  imported  paper  hangings,  for  rea- 
sons stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideraiioQ  of  tbe 
motion  of  the  4ih  insrant,  for  requesting  the 
Presiilent  of  the  United  States  to  cause  (o  be  laid 
before  the  Senate  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  sare- 


A  messige  from  the  House  of  Repreientnives 
informed  the  Seoatc  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Sennte  to  the  bill,  enifiled 
"An  act  making  provision  for  the  esiablishmeu 
of  additional  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri," with  amendroenis,  In  which  i hey  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  disagree 
to  the  first  amendment  of  tbe  Senate  to  tbe  bill, 
eBlitled  "An  act  making  appropriatioas  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 

11818 1"  they  agree  to  the  2d  and  4ih  amendment* 
of  ihe  Stnate  to  tbe  same  bill ;  and,  ihay  also 
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agret  to  the  third  kmendment  of  the  Semie  to  the 
nme  bill,  with  KmendmtDts,  in  wbich  ther  wink 
the  eoncorreitce  of  the8«Di(e. 

The  Senate  proceeded  loeonrider  their  ameod- 
ment  to  the  blU  Imsl  meotioaed,  disagreed  lo  br 
the  Hooae  of  RepretcDlatirei,  together  witb 
the  ameadmenU  of  the  Hoaae  to  their  third 
amendment.    Where  dsod, 

itcMlved,  Thai  thef  inaut  on  their  fint  amend- 
meat  diea^eed  to  by  the  Honse  of  Repreeenla- 
tiT«B}  and  that  they  do  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment* of  the  Hoose  of  Repretentatirea,  to  their 
third  amend  men  I  to  the  «ame  bill. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  conaidei  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Honie  of  Reprewata tires  to  their 
amendmenta  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  making 
proritioB  for  the  enabliBhrneat  of  additional  land 
offieeiio  th«  Territory  of  Misaoori."   WheienpoD, 

Ravlted,  That  they  coocnr  therein. 

Mr.  Tbodp,  having  obtained  leare,  introdoced 
a  hill  forthvraief  of  R.H,  Johnton,  [to  reimbone 
him  certain  money  paid  from  his  own  resonrcea 
for  the  iu«  of  the  mounted  regiment  comaunded 
by  him  daring  the  war.]  The  bill  was  twice  read, 
and  commuted. 

The  tnU,  in  addition  10  as  act,  giviag  penaiona 
to  the  oaphani  and  widows  of  pcnoBt  suio  in  the 
public  or  priTate  armed  vewels  of  the  United 
Siaief,  ma  read  a  tliird  lime,  and  paued. 

The  bill  jtroriding  for  the  lale  of  ceruio  landi 
in  tAe  diairict  of  Marietta,  and  for  the  location 
and  nle  of  certain  lands  in  the  diatrici  of  Vin- 
cennes,  w«*  read  a  third  time,  and  pascad. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  lelief  of  John  ThompMO,"  was  rod  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Ht.  Noblb,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  rrf'crred  the  petition  of  Elijah  Rice, 
made   report,  together  with  ibe  following  reao- 

Saahti,  Thai  the  patilioner  have  have  to  with- 
draw  .hia  petilicD. 
Th«  report  and  resolniion  were  read. 
The  Seoaie  rcaiimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
certain  snrriTii^  officers  and  aoldiers  of  the  Rev- 
olniioBary  Army,"  together  with  the  amendments 
repotted  thereto  by  int  Committee  on  Uilitary 
A&ira;  and  tl*  consideration  thereof  was  for- 
Uier jNMtponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
br.  Thursday  next 

The  Senate  reenmed,  aa  in  Commiliee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioQ  of  the  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  mm  acL  apnored  the  third  day  of  March, 
lB\7j  entitled  "An  set  to  estaUiah  a  separate 
Tetniorinl  government  for  (he  eutetn  part  of 
(be  Ibrnwippi  Territory ;"  and,  the  bill  hav- 
ing bea  amended,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Daoobtt, 
it  vrn*  reeommined  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
dieiary,  fmhei  to  coesider  and  report  theiean. 
AJCBHDMBNT  TO  THE  CONSTrTDTION. 
Tbe  Senate  reaumed  the  ooosideiation  of  the 
ootioD  of  the  2d  inauat,  that  the  iastrnctions 
from  tbe  I.egialatuie  of  the  State  of  Tenoessce  to 
thor  Benatom,  Ibis  day  ofiered,  be  received  and 


read.    Whereupon,  Mr.  Campbell  anbrnitted  tht 
following  motion : 

Rttohed,  That  the  imandnMnt  to  the  Constitnlioa 
of  the  United  Sules,  pn^osad  b;  the  LapilaJtara  of 
the  Btale  of  Tennswea,  and  the  instnictiona  to  the 
Benaton  and  SapraseDtativea  ef  that  Btale,  aECOBpi^ 
njiog  the  mat,  be  received  end  entered  on  the  Jonr- 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  motion. 
The  objection  to  the  proposition  was,  that  the 
wishes  of  the  State  oi  Tennessee  were  not  ad^ 
dressed  to  the  Senate;  and  that  the  Senate  bad 
DO  coDcern  with  the  instructions  of  any  State  to 
partienlar  members  of  that  body.  In  rejdy  to 
which  argnment,  it  was  said  that  the  olgeet  of 
proposing  an  amendment  to  tbe  Constiiotion  waa 
to  bring  tt  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  that 
it  could  not  be  presented  to  Congreia  as  the  not 
of  that  Stale  in  any  other  manner  than  that  now 
proposed.    . 

The  question  was  finally  decided  in  the  afitria- 
alive— yeaa  19,  nay*  M,  as  follows; 

TiAS— Mean.    Bvrbonr,    CampbeD,    Crittradent 


a,  Eppes,  Ffoaentin,  Laodck,  Leake,  Macon, 
.  Nol)l^  Otis,  Bngales,  Sanfcid,  Btokea,  Tai> 
bet,  Taylor,  Van  I^ke,  and  Williams  of  Tenusssa*. 

Nats— HeMiv.  Ashmnn,  BnirilJ,  Daggett,  Osillsid, 

6oldsbomii(h>  Honn,  Buntoi,   King,  Morril,  Tail, 

Ticheaor,  Tionp,  WiUiams  of  Missinppi,  and  Wils^ 

So  it  wasdetermioed  that  the  following  resft' 

lutioos  be  received  and  entered : 

"  JieaDJeed,  By  the  Genetal  AeMmUy  of  the  Stata 
of  TeanaaMe,  That  the  fblloivine  amendment  be  pre- 
poaad  to  the  Conatilation  of  th*  Umtad  Stale*,  to  wit : 
"  That  no  law,  ratying  the  MiD[tensatiDn  of  the 
member*  of  the  Congien  of  the  United  aiatae,  shsll 
take  efleet,  imtU  the  lima  foi  which  the  roemben  of 
the  Honae  of  RepiesentstlTsi  of  that  CoDgiess  bj 
which  the  law  ws*  paiaed  ihall  have  expirsd. 

Baob>td,  Thai  oni  Senslon  be  inatrocled,  sad 
~  requested,  lo  uae  (heir  exertion*  to 


procmelhepasssgeof  tbeibrefoing  an 
"  Suakei,  That  the  Oovatnor  of  tt 
qneated  to  tiannnit  c^ea  of  the  fOTagoiog  reaolgttona 
lo  each  of  oni  Senatora  and  Bspresentativsa  in  Con- 
gnm,  and  that  he  also  transmit  to  the  Exeenlivee  ef 
the  seveial  Btataa  like  copies,  with  areqtuet  to  lay  (ha 
same  befbie  the  Lsgialatore*  thereof  soliuling  th^ 
exertions  and  c»«peration  in  pnicDhng  tlw  said 
amoDdmeot  to  be  sdoptsd  and  mad*  apart  of  the  Ceo- 
stitatian  of  th*  United  Btstee." 

FxiDAT,  Febniary  6. 
Mr.  SaiiroBD,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufaciares,  lo  whom  waa  referred 
the  petition  of  Joshua  Swain,  and  others,  iohab- 
ilants  of  tbe  coauty  of  Cape  May,  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  made  report,  together  with  the  fol- 

"That  it  is  Inaxpediaot  lo  grant  the  inyer  at  the 
petition." 

The  report  and  reaolution  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLLLiHB,  of  Hissiasippt)  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration ; 

Brihwf.  That  the  l^omwittee  on  the  Pahli*  liiria 
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be  initnicted  to  inqaini  into  the  eipediencj  of  provid- 
ing, by  liw,  for  the  leiBrration  of  wach  tneta  of  Iwid 
within  tlM  HTenJ  lud  diArict*  of  the  Unitod  Statei 
M  nvr,  in  tha  opinion  of  diB  ProHdeot,  be  raitabls 
ihtm  Ki  the  Itying  ont  md  ealibbdung:  towni,  ind  tor 
th*  ■>!>■  of  Ihs  lot!  thirein. 

The  Senate  TMumed  the  coDBideTBtion  of  the 
leport  cf  the  Commiitee  on  PensioDs,  to  whom 
wiB  referred  the  petition  of  Elijah  Rice;  and  the 
farther  coDiideraiion  thereof  was  posipooed  aoiil 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  iba 
Whole,  the  eonsideratioo  of  the  resolntion  rela- 
tiTe  to  the  dietribaiion  of  the  lale  edition  of  the 
Land  Lbwb;  and,  the  resolutloo  harinff  been 
amended,  ihePBEsiDENT  reported  it  to  the  House 
Bceoidingly  ;  and,  the Bmendmeots  being  coocui^ 
red  in,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engroswd, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
B.  Wait  and  Smb^  pray isg  that  Con^ceu  would 
purchase  an  additional  number  of  their  edition  of 
the  State  Fap^e,  and  auihorize  asobMriptioofor 
thesDcceeding  Tolomeeof  said  work;  Blsoaaking 
permiMHia  to  print  any  confidential  doenmeDte 
not  heretofore  published,  and  which  may  now 
appear  withont  detriment  to  the  pablic  interest; 
and  ibat  said  work  mav  be  revised  and  corrected 
mder  ibe  autboritr  of  the  Secretary  of  State ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
JoiDt  Library  Committee. 

Mr.  HoBBOW  sDbmilted  the  following  motion 
for  consider ation: 

Rttohed,  Tbit  the  committee  appointed  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  State  of  TenneBiee  reipeetiog  elaima  to 
lands  in  that  State,  be  inatraetBd  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  making  ■  recervttion  of  land  for  the  ertab- 
blinient  of  a  nilltuy  depot,  armory,  and  fonndiy,  on 
the  waten  of  Khoal  creek,  in  the  Slate  of  Tennetiee. 

Mr.  WiUAoUj  of  TennetM«,  preientad  the  pe- 
tition of  Frederick  C.  WarnaoL  airent  for  the 
ketra  of  his  node,  Frederick  C.  Warnaek,  de- 
ecased,  who  Bervea  ae  a  licotenani  colonel  of  a 
C0T]»s  of  englaeers  In  the  Virginia  line,  durine  the 
Revolniionaty  War,  and  in  conBideration  of  his 
■erTiees  was  entitled,  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Tirginia,  to  six  thousand  eeres  of  land,  which 
his  heire,  being  aliens,  cannot  inherit,  and  pray- 
ing reiief  from  Congress;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Comtaitiee  on  Pnblic 


Beiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  bs 
batmeted  to  in(|nite  nhethar  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
anendmenta  are  neceeaaiy  in  the  laws  relative  to  the 
jaomnlgalioD  of  the  act*  of  Congreia. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Re prCKnta tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  first  amendment,  Insisted  on 
ty  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing ap  propria  lion  a  for  the  military  service  of  the 
United  Stales,  for  the  year  181B."  They  ask  a 
conference  thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers 
on  their  part. 


Jo  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Senate  agreed 
._  the  conference  proposed  on  the  disagreeing 
roles  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  amendment  to 
the  bill  last  mentioned;  and  Messrs.  Campbell, 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  and  BABBDnn,  were  ap> 
pointed  the  managers  on  the  pare  of  the  Senate. 

MotiBAT,  February  9. 

Mr.  SAHFOsn,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Mannfaeinres,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mtiv 
tin  Warner ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  Rading. 

Mr.  OoLoeBOBOcaH  presented  the  memorial  of 
Richard  Prisby,  praying  eoropenaation  for  prop- 
erty destroyed  by  the  enemydnring  the  late  war 
with  Oreat  Britain,  aa  stated  in  ibe  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiitee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  OoLDSBOsonoB,  from  the  comminee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  re- 
specting the  transportation  of  persons  of  color  (ot 
sale,  OT  to  be  held  for  labor;  and  the  bill  \ras 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  thereport  of  t^e  Commit- 
tee on  Naral  Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  certain  ofBeers  of  the  Nary  and  of 
the  marine  corpa  attached  to  the  Mediterranean 
squadron ;  and  the  eoDsideration  thereof  was  fur- 
ther postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resnmed  tbe  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  relative  to  the  allowance  of 
a  certain  salary  to  the  jndge  of  the  sixth  circuit 
court  of  the  United  Slates ;  and  the  eonaideta- 
tion  thereof  was  farther  postponed  nntil  Thura- 
day  nexL 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  A&irs,  who  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proriding  for  ett- 
foroine  the  attendaace  of  witnesses  before  cooria 
marlial ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  fur- 
ther posijianed  uatii  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tha  CommKtee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Elijah  Rice;  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Daoobtt,  the  further  considera* 
tion  (hereof  was  postponed  nniil  this  day  two 
weeks. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  ibe 
report  of  ihe  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mbif 
ofacturea,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  petiiion  of 
Joshua  Swain,  and  others,  iohahitaDts  of  the 
county  of  Cape  May,  in  Ihe  State  of  New  Jersey; 
and,  in  concnrtenee  therewith,  resolved,  that  it 
is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Frohbntin  called  up  the  petition  present- 
ed at  the  last  seasion,  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
prorioce  of  Texas,  praying  a  grant  of  land  in  Che 
State  of  Lonisiana,  for  rcaaonB  slated  in  ihe  neti> 
lion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  27th  of 
last  month,  relative  ro  moneys  paid  by  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  for  the  supplies  and  serrices  t>( 
the  militia  of  that  State ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr. 
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Otis,  the  eoDiidamion  Uiercof  wu  farther  po>l' 
pooed  antil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  leiiimed  Ilie  contideratioa  of  the 
motion  of  the  Sth  instani,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judicitrp  to  inqoire  wheihar  toy, 
and,  if  anr,  what  ameDdmrnii  are  Decesnrjr  id 
the  lawi  reUiire  to  the  promulfatioo  of  the  acts 
of  CongreBv ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  retumed  the  eonaidentioD  of  the 
motion  of  the  6ih  imiant,  for  instrocting  ■  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  proprietr  of  making  a 
teaerration  of  laod  for  the  eiiaDlithmeDi  of  a  mil- 
itarf  depot,  armory,  and  foaDdrj^  on  the  water* 
of  Bhoal  creek,  in  the  Slate  of  Tenneuee;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  reMined  the  contideratioD  of  the 
motion  of  ihe  6th  iDsiRnt,for  iDdroeiiog  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  iaio  the  eipe- 
diency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  reaerratioa 
of  snch  tncu  of  land  ai  may,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President,  be  enitable  for  the  laying  out  and 
eMablishiDR  towns ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Agteeablr  to  the  special  order  of  the  da^  the 
Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  lesolation  propoting  an  amendment  lo  the 
Conatitniioa  of  the  United  Slates,  as  it  respects 
the  election  of  Representa lives  in  Coo^ess,  «od 
the  appointment  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Viee  Preaident  of  the  United  Slates,  together 
with  Ihe  amendment  reported  thneto  by  toe  se- 
lect eommiliee ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Dicker- 
son,  the  eoosideratioii  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  Ihe  day  for,  to- 


lic  lands  to  withdraw  their  entries  and  Iransfec 
the  moneys  paid  thereon;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  pasaed  to  the  second  reading, 

Mr.  MoBROw,  from  ihe  Commillee  on  Public 
Landsj  to  wboin  the  subject  was  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  iupplemeatary  lo  Ihe  act,  entitled  "An 
act  further  extending  the  lime  for  issuing  and 
locitiog  miliury  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses }"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  (he 
second  leading. 

Hr.  RooaLEB  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  eatiiled  "An  est  for  the  relief  of 
John  Anderson;"  and  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  until  lo-moriow. 

The  resolution  relative  lo  the  distribution  of 
the  late  edition  oC  the  Land  Laws,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  poseed. 

TnESDAy,  Pebtnary  lO. 

The  PaaaiDBST  communicated  a  report  of  the 
CommiMiooersof  the  Sinkiog Fund,  stating  that 
the  measures  which  have  bean  authorized  oy  the 
Board  subsequent  to  their  report  of  the  7ih  of 
Febtuaiy,  1817,  so  iar  as  theiamehaee  been  com- 
pleted, are  f  all?  deuiled  in  the  report  of  the  See- 
Ktary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated  the 
6th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  the  s 
therein  referred  to,  which  ate  herewith 
tad,  and  pnyed  to  be  received  as  pait  of  tbis  re- 
pott;  and  the  report  was  read. 

A  mesmse  from  the  HoOEe  of  Representatives 
informed  lEe  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasted 
a  bill,  emiiled  "Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Afajor 
Qenetal  Arthur  St.  Clair,"  in  which  tJiEy  request 
the  coDputtence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  Iwice  by 
unanimous  cooaeni,  and  referred  to  Ihe  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
lAids.  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  report- 
•d  a  bill  lo  authorise  cniain  piuebucrs  of  ptib- 


inquireinlo  tl 
ptovision,  bj  law,  to  compel  a  m 
of  the  aoooonts  of  the  f 
Ur*  of  the  lata  timj, 

Mr.  BiBBOUR  aslFed  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  asefut 
arts,  and  to  repeal  tbe  act  heretofore  made  fn 
thai  purpose;  and  the  hill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MoRBOw  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
B.  Colvin,  respecting  the  future  pnblicationi  of 
tbe  laws  of  the  Unied  States,  proposing  to  con- 
tinue the  sKme ;  and  tbe  memorial  was  read,  and 

ferred  to  Ihe  Commillee  on  Ihe  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  report  of  the  C<»a- 
mittee  on  Naval  ASaiis,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  certain  officers  of  tbe  Nary  t^ 
Marine  Corp*,  ctiacbed  to  the  Medilerraneaa 
squadron  i  and,  on  motion  bv  Mr.  Tboup,  ih* 
consideration  thereof  wu  fanner  postponed  until 
Monday  □  ex  I. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  iha 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  A&ita,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  (riT 
providing,  by  law,  for  enforcing  the  attendance  of 
witnesses  before  courts  martial  j  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Abrhdn,  the  report,  together  with  the 
original  resolution  of  the  Sennte,  wa«  referred 
to  tbeCommittee  on  Naval  ASalrs,  with  insinic- 
tions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  for  enforcing  tbe  attendance  of  witnesses 
before  Navsl  courts  martial. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  27lb 
ultimo,  relative  to  moneys  paid  by  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  for  tbe  supplies  and  services  of 
tbe  militia  of  that  State  ;  and  the  eonsiderattOQ 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  respecting  tne  transportation  of  per- 
sons of  color  for  sale,  or  to  be  held  (o  labor,  was 
read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Mania  Warner  wu 
read  the  second  time.  < 

Mr.  CBtTTBHDEit,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 


^uuiciary,  lu  wnom  was  reierreu  ldc  oisiuuiiai 
of  James  Brobsoo,  marshal  of  the  district  of  Del- 
aware, praying  for  some  additional  compennlion 
to  be  made  to  him,  nwde  report,  togetbet  with 
the  following  resolniion: 

BaoM,  That  the  petittoner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  pciitioD. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Cbittbhdbn,  from  the  anne  commitieet 
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to  whom  WRs  referred  the  resolutioD  proTidiog 
fb(  thediitribniian  of  ibe  6lb  volume  ofiheLaws 
of  the  Uoiled  Sialei  amoDc  the  members  nf  the 
present  Congtesg,  reported  the  Fame  withoat 
anaendmeDt. 

Agreeably  to  the  special  order  of  the  daj,  the 
Senate  reaumed,  as  in  Cotnmitiee  of  the  Whole, 
the  tesalDtioa  proposing  rd  ainendment  to  the 
Coasiitniion  of  the  Uoiccd  States,  as  it  respects 
the  eleclioD  of  RepreBenlBiives  to  CoDgress,  and 
the  appoiaiment  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
■elect  committee;  and  Ibe  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  ordei 
of  the  dajr  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Andenan  f  and, 
on  motion  b;  Mr.  Rdgoleb,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  the 
S3d  instant. 

Mr.  DAaoarr  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Hilford  Marble  Companr,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, praying  t  be  imposition  ofaduty  on  the 
importation  of  foreign  wrought  marble,  for  rea- 
sons sUted  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Lacoce  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Society  for  the  pronoiion  of  Ameri- 
can mannfaelures,  praying  the  adoption  of  such 
tneuoreaasmay  protect  and  encourage  thaiame; 
and  Ibe  memorial  was  read. 

WinNEetiAT,  February  11. 

Mr.  MoRRii.,  from  the  Committee  of  Claima, 

to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 

for  the  relief  of  Israel  Smith,"  reported  the  same 

wilhout  amendment. 

Mr.  MoRsiL,  from  the   same  committee,  to 
whom  wu  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bich- 
*'.  Johnson,  reported  it  with  amendments^ 


which  were  read. 

I  by  Mr. 


IoBaiL,the  Committee  of 


Claims,  to  whom  wa«  referred  ihe  petition  of 
Hugh  Hay,  tOKether  with  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  thereon,  were  dischargeil 
from  the  further  coDiideration  thereof,  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  SecreUry  of  War. 

Mr.  CBiTTBtiiiBH,  from  (he  Committee  on  the 
Jndiciarv,  lo  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  to 
alter  and  amend  sd  act.  approved  the  3d  day  of 
Bfarch,  1817,  entitled  "An  act  to  esubliih  a  aep- 
tratfl  Territorial  ^orernmeQl  for  the  eastern  part 
of  Ihe  Mississippi  Territory,"  reported  the  ume 
with  amendments ;  which  were  read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
pRBeiDBNT  or  THE  Uhitbo  States  : 
To  He  Saulc  of  Ihe  Dmttd  StaUt! 

la  eoB^iuMa  with  s  rewdntion  of  the  Su»t«  of 
the  ISih  of  FobTOary,  1817, 1  now  tranmit  ct^iei  of 
the  rsperts  in  relatioQ  to  the  mrrejs  and  ezsminatiODs 
m*^  \j  NsTsl  officen,  in  co-openlion  wiUi  officers 
itf  the  Ceiy,  of  Engineers. 

JAMES  MONBOE. 
r,  FA.  6,  18ia. 


The  Message  and  report   therein   mtDlioned 

Mr.  N0B1.E,  from  the  Committee  on  PensioBs, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  Msjor  General  Arthur  St.  Clair," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideratioa  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instrncting  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  tha 
expediency  of  making  ororiiioo,  by  law,  to  com- 
pel  a  more  prompt  licttlement  of  the  accounts  of 
the  paymasters  and  quartermasters  of  the  lata 
army  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary,  to 
wtiom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  James  Bro^ 
son,  marshal  of  the  district  of  Delaware  ;  and  ihg 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
next  Wednesdav. 

The  bill  suppIementarT  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  further  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and 
locating  military  land  warraois,  and  for  other 
purposes ;"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  lo  authorize  certain  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  to  withdraw  their  eoiries,  and  transfer 
the  moneys  paid  thereon,  was  read  the  second 

The  bill  to  promote  the  progreas  of  useful  arts, 
and  to  repeal  the  acts  heretofore  made  for  that 
jHirpose.  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  and  Messrs.  Babbodk, 
Daooett,  and  Kin  a,  were  appointed  the  Com- 


7h  the  Senate  and  Haute  of 

SepraaitaHtet  of  the  United  State:- 
A*  the  boose  approprialed  for  lbs  Prendent  of  the 
United  States,  wiU  be  finished  this  jtv,  it  is  Uioaght 
to  merit  the  attention  of  Congress,  in  what  manner 
it  shoold  b«  furnished,  and  what  messnres  ooght  le 
be  adopted  for  the  safe-kee^g  of  the  foraitnre  in 
fblnre.  AllthapnblkfiimitnTS  provided  before  1B14, 
haTing  been  deaWoyed  irith  tbe  public  buiUing  in  that 
year,  and  litUe  aAenrards  prorared,  owing  to  the  k 
adeqnaoy  of  Ibe  ^qwApriation,  it  baa  bsooma  neoM 


sary  to  provide  almoel  every  erticla^  reqokile  for  mtck 
an  eatablishment ;  wbenea,  tbe  sum  to  be  eipended 
will  be  mneh  greater  than  at  any  fimner  period  lie 
famiUiTe,  in  its  kind  and  extent,  is  tbonght  lo  be  en 
object  not  less  deserving  ettentiiHi,  than  the  buildiac 
for  which  it  is  intended.  Both  being  national  ob> 
jeots,  each  aeems  to  have  eqoal  claim  to  Iiegiilatin 
Sancton.  The  disbnisemenl  of  Ibe  public  monay, 
too,  ought,  it  is  presumed,  to  be  in  like  manner  pn. 
vided  for  bjlaw.  The  person  who  may  hajqien  to  be 
"Iseed,  by  the  enfirafe  of  his  follow-citisens,  in  this 
*  Imet,  having  no  personal  interest  in  these  cob- 
■honld  be  exempted  fram  nndoe  rs^ponaibili^ 


Disced 
high  II 

reijeetlng 


a  building  so  extensm^  faUended  for  a  pnipoas 
aidiuivcfy  national,  in  which,  in  the  fnmitnre  prov^ 
ded  for  it,  a  mingled  regard  i«  due  lo  the  eunpltcky 
and  pnrily  of  our  instiUtion^  and  to  Ibe  duitaGter  of 
the  people  nho  ere  lepreeanled  in  it,  tbe  sum  elrnedj 
qipTopiiBted,  has  prprsd  allogethei  inedequale,  Tlw 
present  is  therefore  a  proper  tine  for  Cengfeee  to  taks 
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Amautment  to  Ike  Canttiiution. 


)  cotuadBTmlna,  with  ■  view  to  aU  the 

^ g  kUeatioQ,  and  to  regaUts  it  bj  l»w. 

On  B  knowlndge  of  tlM  fUmilura  procund,  and  the 
amn  upended  for  it,  ■  jnil  aMimata  may  be  fanned, 
regaidiDf  the  extent  of  the  baildini,  of  what  will  itill  be 
wanting  to  lUrniih  the  hoaw.  Hanj  of  the  aitidea 
bnng  of  ft  durable  DBtnie,  nt;  be  han^d  down  thrDDgh 
s  long  aeriea  of  aeniee ;  and  being  of  great  Talne, 
■Dch  aa  plate,  ought  not  to  b«  left  altogether,  and  at 
mil  limea,  M  Uie  care  of  aerranta  alone.  It  aeenu  to 
be  adviuble  that  a  public  agent  ahontd  be  charged 
with  it,  during  the  occasional  abaencea  of  the  Fred- 
dent,  arid  haTe  anthority  to  transfer  it  from  one  Froai- 
dent  to  another,  and  lijiewiae  to  make  raporia  of  ooca* 
nonal  deAcieiiciea,  aa  the  baaia  on  which  further 
proridon  abotild  be  made. 

Il  aa;  alao  umit  oMwidenttloa,  whether  it  nay  not 
be  ivspat  to  connul  the  care  of  tlie  public  bnilt&nga, 
pattieQlarlf  the  Piaadent'a  hooae  and  the  Oapilol, 
with  iIm  groundi  belonging  to  them,  including,  like- 
itiae,  tlte  fimitwe  of  the  Utter,  in  a  more  eapocial 
inanDar,  to  a  poUic  agenL  Hilharto,  the  chai^n  of 
llkii  Taloable  popery  leema  to  have  been  connected 
with  tlM  atnictnta  of  the  boildinga,  and  conunitlad 

m  guard  will  nweeaarily 
«  Sldahed,  at  which  ' 
jroportionallj  angmi 
■  pcMumed  that  Ihia  truit  ia,  in  ■  certain  degree, 
Bt  leaat,  incidental  to  the  other  dnliea  of  the  Snperin- 
tendeni  of  the  Public  Buildings;  but  it  may  merit 
mnaiileralion,  wbethet  it  will  not  be  proper  to  charge 
him  with  it  more  explicitly,  and  to  gire  Mm  Bntbodty 
to  employ  one  or  more  peiaona  under  him  fcr  Ibaaa 
purpoMa. 

JAMBB  MONROE, 
WiBiiBSTOM,  Fa.lO,  181B. 
Tbe  MeasBge  waa  rnd,  and  leferred   10  tli« 
Committee  on  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideniioD  of  the 
motion  of  the  2Tih  aflast  month,  for  instrncltDg 
the  Committee  of  Claims  to  inqaire  into  the  ex- 
pediene;  of  providing  for  the  examinaiioo  and 
allowance  of  moneys  paid  bj  the  State  of  Mas- 
aachoteila,  for  the  toppliee  and  serrices  of  the 
militia  of  that  Sute,  employed  daring  the  late 
war  in  the  common  defence,  »o  fai  as  the  *ame 
nay  be  doe  apon  priaciplet  of  equity  and  jnatiee ; 
and  agreed  iMrcto. 

The  Senate  teaumed,  a«  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideraiion  of  the  bill  reepecting 
Uia  transportatioQ  of  persona  of  color  for  aile,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor;  and  the  further  eonaideratioa 
tfacrevf  wa>  poatnooed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Friday  oeil. 

The  Senate  reaomed,  aa  in  CommittM  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonaideratioa  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Martin  Warner;  and  no  amendment  baring 
been  made  thereto,  the  PanmBXT  reported  it  to 
ibe  Houtei  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
groaaed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  reaumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol^,  the  cMuideration  of  the  resolution  pro- 
riding  for  the  dislribniion  of  the  6tb  Tolvme  of 
the  Lawe  of  the  United  States  amoog  the  mem- 
bers of  (he  preaeat  Congresi,  who  have  not  been 
faroiihed  therewiitii  and  the  farther  conaidera- 
tioB  thereof  wma  potiponed  until  Monday  next. 


AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONaTITUTION. 

Agreeably  Co  the  ipeciil  order  of  the  day.  the 
Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wnoie, 
the  eoDsideralion  of  the  resolution  proposing  no 
ameadment  to  the  Consiiiatioo  or  the  United 
States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  and  the  appoialment  of  Blec- 
tors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  (be  Uni- 
ted States,  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

DicKBRBON  addressed  the  Chair  at  fol- 
lows: 

eaidenl,  ihe  Legislature  of  the  Sute  of 
New  Jersey,  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  have  instructed  their  Senators,  and 
hare  requested  the  Represematires  of  the  State, 
to  Die  their  eodearora  to  obtain  the  araeadmeDl 
to  the  Conititution  of  the  United  Slates  now 
proposed.  As  I  adtnowledse  their  right  so  to  in* 
struct,  I  am  disposed  to  yield  a  cheerful  and  ready 
obedience  to  ilteir  wilt.  It  becomes  my  duty, 
therefore,  lo  contribute  my  bumble  efforts  ia  su^ 
port  of  toe  resolution  now  on  your  table.  This 
resolution  is  labataatially  the  same  as  that  re- 
ceived from  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  and 
that  Eubsequenlly  received  from  tlte  Legislature 
of  North  Carolina,  but  differing  from  both  ia 
phraseology.  The  comtniitee,  lo  whom  this  sub- 
teci  was  referred,  have  endeavored  tu  improve 
the  language  of  those  resolutions.  It  bat  been 
their  aim  to  make  it  concis^  simple,  explicil,aad 
technical.  Tber  coasiderea  these  circumstanees 
aa  of  considerable  importance,  ts,  in  a  Consiitn- 
lional  provision,  erery  sentence  and  every  word 
should  be  duly  weighed  and  adjusted. 

The  amendment  now  proposed,  if  adopted,  will 
neither  increase  nor  dimtnisb  the  relative  strength 
of  the  two  great  paiiiea  which  now  divide,  and 
which,  in  all  probability,  under  tbeir  present,  or 
some  other  deoomioations,  will  continue  to  divide 
Ihe  United  Slates.  Yet,  in  different  sections  of 
the  couoity,  very  considerable  alterations  will 
lake  place,  the  respective  parlies  gaining  in  some 
States  and  losing  in  others.  And,  as  these  al- 
terations will  diminish  the  strength  and  influeace 
of  Ihe  majorities  in  the  respective  Sutes,  the  pro- 
posed Bmendraeni  may  be  expected  to  meet  with 
mueh  opposiiioQ,  but  such  as  1  hope  will  yield  lo 
the  paramount  consideraiion  of  the  general  good. 
An  amendment  like  this,  calculated  to  oppose  the 
prejudices,  to  interfere  with  the  private  views 
and  private  interests,  and  to  restrain  the  ambt- 
tion  ofthoae  by  whose  votes  it  must  be  carriedj  if 
carried  at  all,  will  necessarily  be  attended  with 
difficulties,  at  all  times  great,  and  absolutely  in- 
superable iu  times  of  party  violence.  Nothing 
but  the  great  importance  and,  indeed,  pressing 
Deceatity  of  Che  measure,  can  insure  its  sncceu, 
even  under  the  most  favorable  ciicumsiances. 

The  present  moment  ia  peculiarly  auspicious  for 
makiog  this  attempt,  as  there  is  now  less  of  party 
animoaiiy  than  ibere  has  been  at  any  period  what- 
ever siuce  the  establishment  of  our  nresetit  form 
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litical  harmoDir  on  be  pernuineDl,  or  of  Idd;  coq- 
UnusDce.  If  the  pnssnt  favorable  opportuoiif 
be  Euffered  lo  pass  by,  noimproved,  it  may  nevEr 
■gain  oceaf. 

The  fSurta  wbioh  have  been  made  in  BeveTal 
of  the  SlaieB,  to  obtain  an  alieration  in  the  Con' 
atiluliou  similar  lo  the  one  now  proposed,  is  a 
anffieient  iadicaiion  of  the  public  Kniimenc,  and 
would,  independently  of  oihei  consideratioai,  in- 
duce us  to  give  the  sabject  a  mosi  serious  and 
laborious  investigation.  TbeLegislaiuresofMas- 
sachoseitB,  New  York,  PenDsylrania,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina,  have,  nt  different  periods, 
discovered  a  disposition  to  adopt  a  system  of  dis- 
tricting the  States,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
Electors,  and  a  great  proportion  of  (be  smaller 
States  have  manifesled  the  same  disposirioo.  Un- 
der these  circamiiances,  those  who  believe  thai 
the  permanency  of  oar  present  form  of  Govern- 
menl  in  do  small  degree  depeodi  opoo  ibe  suc- 
eess  of  this  measure,  woald  be  inezcnsable  if  they 
aboald  DOW  relax  from  their  exertions. 

In  all  the  discuscions  respecting  this  amend- 
ment, the  provision  for  the  choice  of  Electors 
seems  to  have  been  the  primary  object,  and  in 
that  point  of  light  I  have  always  viewed  it. 

The  mo»  imporiant,  the  most  delicate,  and, 
beyond  comparison,  the  moai  faazardons  operation 
under  our' Constitution  is  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  And  the  difficultiea 
and  dangers  of  this  operation  increase  with  the 
iocreaBing  population  of  oureounlry.  Tochoose 
a  Chief  Magistrate  for  eight  millions  of  people, 
jealous  of  tbeir  rights,  and  impatient  of  control, 
cannot  be  effected  under  the  best  system  of  elec- 
tion, without  some  degree  of  hazard;  but,  if  we 
extend  OUT  views  to  a  period,  not  very  remote, 

when  our  population  shall  amount  lo  ti 

thirty  millions  of  people,  spread  over  an  immense 
eileni  of  territory,  can  we  suppress  our  fears,  that 
our  present  disjointed,  discordant,  and  jarring 
svstem,  will  be  found  altogether  inadequate  to 
tne  purposes  of  a  fair  election  1  and,  of  conse- 

anence,  inadequate  to  tbe  purposes  of  preserving 
le  peace  and  quiet  of  our  country. 
1  wilt  venture  to  predict  that,  whenever  a  dis- 
soluiion  of  our  present  form  of  Oovernraent  shall 
take  place,  it  will  be  in  conseqnence  ofa  failure 
(o  came  at  a  just  expreaiton  of  the  public  will  in 
the  choice  ofa  President.  And  when,  anhappily, 
this  Oovernmeot  shall  be  dissolved,  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  divided  into  parts  by  vtolence,  those 
parts  will  not  be  free  Republics,  hut  will,  of  ne- 
eessity,  become  military  despotisma. 

It  will  be  allowed  that,  in  an  operation  so  all- 
importani  as  that  of  an  election  of  a  President, 
every  process  shonld  be  regulated  with  the  ut- 
most exactness  and  precision;  and,  yet,  there  is 
scarcely  au  officer,  great  or  small,  imporunt  o^ 
unimportant,  in  the  State  gOTernmeni,  or  in  the 
United  States  Oovernmenis,  who  is  elected  or 
appointed  by  a  rule  so  undefined,  so  vague,  so  va- 
name,  so  subject  to  abuse,  as  that  by  which  we 
elect  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union. 

It  has  often  been  asserted,  nnL  I  believe,  never 
ocnted,  that  every  deci^ve  stef  la  the  election  of 


w  of  the  Presidential 


and,  yet,  if  we  take  i 

elections  for  the  twenty  vea  ,       

seem  as  if  uniformity  haa  been  carefully  avoided. 
The  States  not  only  dlBer  from  each  other,  but 
differ  from  themselves.  If  the  discordant  systems 
adopted  by  the  different  States  were  to  be  perma- 
nent, it  would  afford  some  security  for  fair  elec- 
tions. But,  BO  far  from  this,  tbey  are  the  sub- 
jects of  constant  fluctuation  and  change — of  fre- 
quent, baaiy,  and  rash,  experiment — eiiablisbed, 
altered,  abolished,  re-eatabljshed.  according  to  the 
dictates  of  the  interest,  the  amnition,  the  whim, 
or  caprice,  of  party  and  faction. 

Very  early  under  the  pteaant  Constitution, 
some  of  the  smaller  Slates  adopted  the  plan  of 
choosing  Electors  by  a  general  liekeL  In  this 
there  seemed  to  be  no  great  IneonreoieDce,  aa 
the  people  at  large  would  generally  know  tbe 
characters  of  the  small  numDer  of  candidaies  to 
be  elected;  but,  as  it  entirely  suppressed  the 
voice  of  the  minorities  of  the  States  in  whicb  it 
was  adopted,  and  as  it  gave  to  those  States  an 
undue  weight  in  the  general  scale,  the  procedure 
was  lookea  upon  with  a  jealous  eye  by  tha 
larger  States,  some  of  which  Jiave  adopted  the 
plan,  not  that  they  have  thought  it  right, 
.  ,  _i  order  to  form  a  counterpoise  to  the  tm> 
proper  weight  of  the  States  previously  adopting 
tberulejand  they  have  justified  themselvea  far 
adopting  a  measure  they  condemn,  upon  the  plea 
lof  teialiation  and  necessity.  The  measure  of 
voting  by  a  general  ticket,  in  the  lawe  Slates, 
where  the  voters  can  kpow  nothing  orihe  char- 
acters of  four-fifths  of  the  candidates  for  whom 
they  vote,  is  fraught  with  so  much  dilSculty,  tin- 
certainty,  and  abaurdiiy  ;  is  such  a  total  derelic- 
tion of  every  principle  of  republicanism  ibat 
sone  of  the  States  have  thought  tbe  practice  in- 
admissible, and  have  adhered  lo  the  equitable 
mode  of  cfaaoaiDg  Blectora  in  Eingle  districts;  boi 
have  bad  the  mortification  to  see,  that,  in  adher- 
ing to  correct  principle*,  ihey  have  lost  a  potlioa 
of  their  relative  strengtB ;  and  that,  in  facL  (bey 
have  soSercd  for  the  exercise  of  their  political 
iniegritf. 

The  Legislatures  of  some  of  tbe  Stales  have 
boldly  taken  into  their  own  hands,  or,  perhaps  I 
do  not  use  loo  strong  language  when  I  say  tney 
have  usurped  the  power  of  appointing  Electors, 
This  appears  to  me  a  dangerous  mode,  inaamttch 
as  it  is  in  my  mind  a  departure  from  the  spirit  if 
not  from  tbe  letter  of  the  Conslitution. 

By  tbe  first  section,  second  article  of  the  Con- 
EtitutioQ,  "Each  State  shall  appoint,  as  the  Legis- 
lature thereof  shall  direct,  a  number  of  Electors," 
Ax.  Under  (he  letter  of  this  section,  the  Legis- 
latures may  direct  a  vote  for  Electors  by  a  gen- 
eral ticket,  or  may  divide  the  States  into  equal 
or  unequal  districts,  at  their  pleasure;  bat,  it  ap- 
pears (o  me  an  inadmiasible  construction  of  tbe 
language  of  this  section,  that  the  Legialainie 
shall  direet  how  tbey  tbemaelves  shall  appoint. 
If,  therefore,  the  practice  which  baa  hitherto  pre- 
vailed in  several  of  the  Statea,  in  this  piRictilar, 
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is  in  wDj  degree  an  infTingemeui  of  the  Constiin- 
tioDjOr  if  there  is  a  well-fonnded  doDbtapoo  this 
subject,  which  I  think  will  hardlf  be  denied,  then 
it  is  highly  expedieDl  that  the  Gonsiilational 
remedy  of  ameDdment  shonld  be  applied,  and 
tbii  this  procedare  should  be  cortected. 

Id  some  of  the  large  States,  where  a  resort  to 
M.  general  ticket  for  the  choice  of  Electors  has 
been  deemed  inadmissible  on  acconot  of  its  dd- 
certainty  and  absurdity,  and  where  it  bas  not 
been  deemed  correct  ander  the  ConstiiDiion  to 
apjwint  Bleclors  b^  a  vote  of  the  Leaislalure,  the 
majoritf,  not  willing  to  adopt  the  fair  mode  of 
sinrle  districts,  as  that  wonld  gire  to  the  minorily 
its  doe  weight,  have  resorted  to  a  mode  of  form- 
ing irregular  districli,  some  large  and  some  small, 
withoat  regard  to  the  aitaation  or  extent  of  the 
territOTf  fonnrng  the  district;!,  in  ibis  the  aim 
bas  been  to  leeure  to  the  dominant  paitf  an  un- 
due influence,  by  tuppretsio^,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, the  voice  of  the  minority.  This  system  of 
deieating  every  porpose  of  a  fair  election,  has 
become  an  art  and  a  science;  and  is  known  by 
the  technical  term  of  genynandering. 

This  inesular  mode  of  forming  districts  bas 
admitted  ot  gross  abases,  and  has  brouaht  the 
greatest  reproach  upon  the  Slates  in  whicli  It  has 
prevailed.  Tbe  sinister  and  ambitions  motives 
of  those  who  have  adopted  it,  are  left  exposed  to 
the  public  eve  in  all  their  deformity,  without  the 
'  aliKhtesi  veil  or  covering.  Tbey  are  calculated 
to  nave  a  pernicious  effect  upon  public  manners. 
Tbey  have  a  tendency  to  unhinge  every  ftrincj- 
pte  of  moral  as  well  as  political  rectitude  in  the 
minds  of  tbe  people,  and  they  destroy  the  respect 
which  we  ought  to  feel  for  our  lepnbUcan  insti- 
tutions. But,  they  may  have  one  good  effect  in 
Bowing,  in  the  strongest  point  of  view,  the  Ae- 
ecBsity  of  adopting  some  uniform  and  equitable 
mode  of  districting  tbe  States. 

Tbe  Legislatures  of  some  of  the  States,  under 
tbe  vague  and  uncertain  provisions  of  our  Gon- 
stttntion,  have  resorted  to  means  of  a  stilt  more 
dangerous  character. 

In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  two  Honses 
of  L^slature  ate  elected  for  different  periods; 
the  Senate  for  fonr  years— members  of  Assembly 
fot  one  year;  in  consequence  of  which  it  mav 
frequentlv  happen  that  the  Houses  will  beof  dit- 
fereni  politieaf  sentiments.  This  did  happen  in 
the  year  1801,  when  the  United  States  were  agi- 
tated with  a  Presidential  election  then  pending. 
Thirteen  of  the  twenty-five  Senators  were  of  tbe 
party  then  called  Federalists,  givini;  to  them  a 
majority  of  one.  A  very  large  majority  of  the 
opposite  character  were  in  the  other  House,  who, 
having  been  then  recently  elected,  afforded  a  very 
fair  representation  of  the  relative  strength  of  the 
parlies  ituongbout  the  State.  Tbe  vote  of  Penn- 
sj'Irania  was  considered  as  decisive  of  the  elec- 
tion. In  consequence  of  (he  disagreement  of  the 
two  Houses  in  the  L^islaiure  of  the  preceding 
year,  no  law  bad  been  made  for  cboosiog  Elec- 
tors. As  the  time  approached  for  choosing  Elec- 
tors, the  Qovernor  convened  the  Legislatore  to 
provide  for  the  case.    The  majority  of  the  Eten- 


ate  knew  that  if  they  n 
with  the  members  of  ^ 
outnumbered,  and  determined  that  tne  Electors 
should  be  chosen  by  a  concurieni,  and  not  bv  a 
joint  vote  of  the  two  Houses.  This  was  in  fact 
determining  that  there  should  be  no  appointment 
of  Electors;  inasmuch  as  the  Houses  would 
never  agree  as  to  the  candidates,  and  this  was 
the  intention.  The  thirteen  Senators  who  took 
this  bold  and  decided  stand,  conceived  it  so  much 
an  act  of  political  heroism,  that  they  dubbed 
themselves  the  Spartan  band.  And  they  per- 
sisled  in  this  measure,  in  defiance  of  public  opin- 
ion, until  tbe  members  of  the  Senate  were  in- 
duced to  enter  into  a  diigraceful  compromise,  by 
which  one-half  of  tbe  Efectors  were  to  be  of  i»ie 
parly,  tbe  other  half  of  the  other,  except  the  odd 
one,  who  was  given  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. So  that  a  vast  majority  of  the  powerful 
State  of  Peonsylvauia  was,  in  fact,  reprcMuted 
by  a  single  Elector.  In  that  election  the  smallest 
State  in  the  Union  had  more  weight. 

In  the  year  1806,  the  majority  of  each  branch 
of  the  Legislature  of  MassacDiuetts  were  op- 
posed to  the  Qovernor  of  the  State,  whose  assent 
IS  necessary  to  legislative  acts.  The  two  Houses 
appointed  Electors  without  the  assent  of  the 
Governor  to  the  act  or  resolution  under  which 
they  were  appointed.  As  tbe  voles  of  Massa- 
chusetts could  not  afieet  the  Presidential  eleetioD, 
I  believe  tbey  were  not  disputed ;  but,  bad  they 
been  dispnied,  they  would  probably  hava  been 
rejected ;  at  least,  Massachusetts  from  the  im- 

GrfectioQ  of  our  s|[Stem,  ran  the  hazard  of  lositig 
r  vote.  In  tbe  instance  of  Pennsylvania,  tbe 
voice  of  the  majority  was  suppressed ;  this  was 
an  evil  hardly  to  be  snbmilled  to;  but,  in  New 
Jersey, a  much  bolder  step  has  been  taken;  the 
voice  of  the  m^joritv  baa  been  more  than  sup- 
pressed, to  use  a  solecism,  for  they  have  been 
made  to  speak  a  language  exactly  tne  reverse  of 
their  wishes.  In  the  year  1812,  by  a  strange 
concurrence  of  circumstances,  not  necessary  to  be 
here  detailed,  a  smsill  majority  of  tbe  Legisla- 
ture were  in  direct  opposition  to  a  very  large 
majorilv  of  the  ciiizenu  of  the  State.  By  a  law, 
which  nad  been  many  years  in  existence,  the 
Electors,  as  well  as  Representatives  in  Congress, 
were  to  be  elected  by  the  people  in  a  general 
ticket;  the  election  was  to  take  place  early  in 
November.  The  Legislature  met  late  in  Octo- 
ber, and  only  eight  days  previously  to  the  day  of 
election  ;  under  the  provisious  of  the  taw,  nomi- 
nations had  been  made  for  Electors  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  in  all  the  counties  of  the 
Slate.  Copies  of  these  nominations  bad  been 
transmitted  to  the  Executive  of  the  State,  from 
which  a  general  nomination  was  made  out,  and 
transmitied  by  tbe  Executive  to  all  the  county 
clerks,  who  bad  transmitted  copies  of  the  same  to 
all  the  town  clerks,  by  whom  they  had  been  duly 
advertised  ;  alt  this  bad  been  done  at  considera- 
ble expense  and  trouble  previously  to  the  meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  It  will  scarcely  be  believed 
that  any  Legislainte  wonld,  under  such  cirenm- 
itances,Yentare  to  arrest  the  progress  of  an  etec- 
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tion  so  far  adiSDced  and  so  near  a  compleiion. 
The  Legislslure,  bow erer,  repealed  ibe  elecliou 
law,  and  look  into  their  own  bands  ibe  appoiot- 
ment  of  Electors.  Expresses  weie  sent  into  th« 
different  parts  of  the  State,  to  give  notice  of  this 
tepeal,  but  not  in  time,  for  the  citizens  in  maof 
lowot  met  and  Ka7e  their  votes  for  Electors  and 
Repretenlatires  without  knowing  of  the  repeal 
of  the  law.  The  Legislature  appointed  eight 
BUeetors,  not  one  of  whom  would  hare  been  ap- 
pointed Of  the  people  under  the  late  election  law ; 
and  this  the  Legislature  well  knew,  otherwise 
iber  would  not  have  taken  from  tbe  people  the 
ri^ht  of  choosing  Electors  under  the  law.  By 
this  rash  measnre,  which  the  people  took  care  to 
reprobate  at  (he  neit  election,  the  majority  In 
the  State  not  onlf  lost  their  vote,  but  were  made 
to  speak  a  language,  as  I  before  obaerfed,  exactly 
the  reverse  of  their  wishes. 

As  we  have  never  experienced  anv  sertons  mis- 
chief from  this  kind  of  violence  on  tne  part  of  the 
State  Legislatures,  it  map  be  ibongbt  that  do 
great  danger  is  to  be  apprehended^  ,  But,  we 
•hoold  reflect,  that  those  daring  attempts  to  defeat 
the  public  will  have  not  been  successful.  Tbe 
result  of  the  election  of  ISOl  was  the  same  as  it 
wonld  have  been  if  Pennsylvania  bad  given  its 
full  vote  ;  whether  the  vote  of  Massachusetts  was 
received  or  not,  in  1609,  it  did  not  affect  that 
election  ;  but  here  I  must  observe,  that  ihe  vote 
of  that  State  was  by  no  meant  of  toe  character  of 
that  of  Pennsylvania,  or  that  aabsequently  of 
New  Jersey.  Tbe  vote  of  New  Jersey  had  no 
effect  upon  the  election  of  1813.  Bot,  suppose 
ihe  kind  of  violence  which  took  place  m  Fenn- 
Gvlvania,  should  be  resorted  to  on  a  more  exten- 
sive scale,  and  that  the  voice  of  New  York,  Peon- 
sylvania,  and  Virginia  should  be  suppressed  by 
the  collision  of  their  Legislatures,  and  that,  by 
these  means,  a  man,  not  tbe  choice  of  the  people, 
should  be  imposed  upon  us  as  President  of  the 
United  States :  what  would  be  the  consequence  1 
I  will  not  eay  civil  war;  but  1  do  not  go  too  far 
when  I  Bay,  the  peace  of  the  country  wonld  be 
in  great  danger.  It  is  true,  we  have  not  yet  suf- 
fered from  tnese  measures  j  but  are  we  never  to 
]HDfit  by  any  experience  in  which  we  are  not 
sufierers  ?  Possibly,  tbe  first  time  we  suffer  from 
this  kind  of  violence  will  be  that  in  which  the 
Union  will  be  dissolved. 

Under  the  present  system,  while  the  Legisla- 
Inrei  take  into  their  hands  the  appointment  of 
Electors,  and  can  calculate  their  exact  weight  in 
a  Presidential  election,  a  boundless  field  is  opened 
for  the  intrignes  of  ambitious  men  and  ambitious 
States.  Gombinatione  may,  and  no  doubt  will, 
tie  formed,  by  which  the  minority  in  the  Union 
will  control  tbe  majority,  than  which^  nothing 
can  more  certainly  tend  to  tbe  destraction  of  our 
Government.  Calculations  upon  this  subject 
have  been  often  made  and  often  repeated.  I  will 
Bubmit  one  for  tbe  consideration  of  the  Senate ; 
the  whole  number  of  Electors  in  the  twenly 
States  ii  two  hundred  and  twenty-four,  of  these 
one  hund)^  and  twelve  make  a  majoritr,  and 
can  dej^s  President    llieaialeaof  New  York, 


New  Jersey.  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  VirgiaiM, 
and  North  Carolina,  are  composed  of  contigaoas 
territory,  and,  from  ibeir  central  litnaiion,  mar 
be  supposed  to  have  an  interest  in  common  wiin 
each  other,  and  motives  of  combination  not  to  be 
found  in  other  States.  These  six  States,  one  of 
them  a  small  State,  anil  another  but  of  middle 
size,  have  one  hundred  and  thirteen  Electors,  a 
majority  of  the  whole  j  a  bare  majority  in  tbe 
Legislatures  of  each  of  these  States  can  giva  a 
President  to  the  United  States,  even  if  the  other 
fourteen  Slates  were  unanimously  opposed  to 
him.  This  is  an  extreme  case,  but  serves  to  elit- 
cidate  the  subject,  and  cannot  fail  to  have  aa 
impression,  that  this  kind  of  abase  may  and  will 
be  carried  to  a  dangerous  extreme,  unless  sonu 
Constitutional  check  be  interposed.  Thus,  it  ia 
evident,  that  a  combination,  contemptible  for  iia 
numbers,  may  place  a  President  in  the  Chair  of 
State  :  but  can  they  support  him  there  1  This 
sboold  be  the  test.  No  power  shoald  elect  a  Pre- 
sident that  could  not  support  him  when  elected. 
When  the  physical  strength  of  the  country  elect 
a  President,  then  sll  is  safe;  for  tbe  power  that 
has  created  can  defend.  By  the  physical  strength 
of  Ihe  country  I  mean,  not  Prstorian  bands  or 
Btan ding  armies,  but  the.majority  of  the  people, 
and  I  prav  that  they  may  ever  remain  beyond  the 
control  01  any  other  earthly  power. 

It  may  be  urged,  that  the  same  abuse  might 
take  place,  even  if  the  States  were  divided  into 
districts  according  to  the  plan  proposed,  as  the 
voice  of  the  minorities  would  be  suppressed  ill 
the  different  districts.  The  contingeocies  upoD 
which  such  abuse  could  happen  are  very  remote, 
as  the  fraetions  of  votes  lost  on  the  one  side  ia 
one  district,  would  probably  be  balanced  by  thoae 
on  the  other  side  in  another  district:  the  probable 
resullof  the  votes  of  all  the  districts,  where  nd- 
meroiu,  would  be  as  fair  an  expression  of  the 
public  will  as  can  possibly  be  obtained,  unless  we 
resort  to  a  general  vote  of  the  people  at  large, 
without  regard  to  the  division  of  the  States.  T» 
more  numerous  ihe  districts  in  a  State,  the  more 
fair  will  be  the  representation.  The  chances  of 
coming  at  a  just  expression  of  the  publio  will  in 
districts,  is  greater  than  that  of  coming  at  the 
same  result  in  Sutes,  as  the  number  of  dtstrints  ia 
to  the  number  of  States. 

It  may  be  said,  that  where  two  candidates  con- 
tend for  the  Chief  Uagistracy,  each  posseaiiag 
Ihe  qualifications  necessary  for  the  high  suu'od, 
it  eonld  make  no  serious  difference  to  the  Union 
which  of  the  two  should  succeed ;  and  if  the  can- 
didate having  the  smaller  number  of  suffrage^ 
upon  a  fair  vote,  should  succeed  by  the  intrigues 
of  his  friends,  it  would  create  no  <ungeroas  com- 
motion. The  danger  is  not  that  the  affairs  of 
our  Ctovernment  shall  be  administered  by  the 
second,  iosiead  of  the  first,  man  in  the  Union,  be- 
tween whom  there  might  be  do  great  difference 
in  point  of  honor,  intu^rity,  talent,  or  informa- 
tion i  bnt  it  is  from  the  difficulty  of  preserving  tbe 
peace  of  the  country  under  a  President  imposed 
upon  us  by  violence  or  fraud.  Are  we  to  suppose, 
that  a  large  m^ority  of  the  people,  knowing  that 
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thej  poisesi,  namcrimllr  »d  pbr«eallrt*  gTnt 
ItrepoDderaDCe  id  the  CHeral  Mile  of  slreoEib, 
-will  labmil  to  a  Chief  Uagtetnie  impoied  apon 
them  br  Ibe  inlrigocs  of  fietioD  ? 

If  we  preenme  laal  ■  President,  bo werer  worth f 
or  howevei  able,  placed  in  bis  CbRir  by  lof  in- 
direclioD,  ihall  be  qaiedjr  tabmitted  to  by  the 
eitizens  of  the  United  Statei,  we  pretume  apoQ 
ft  mildDes*,  B  forbearance,  a  tameneaa,  not  to  be 
foand  in  the  Amerieaii  character. 

Perhapi  the  larger  Slatei  will  feel  a  reluetanee 
lo  adopt  a  measDre,  which  will  in  iom«  degree 
curtail  their  power  of  formiDg  combioationa  with 
each  aiher,aiid  ihaicoDtroUiDgthelraiaterSutei: 
but,  the  Terr  dispoaitioa  thai  to  combine  and 
cooitd),  ia  a  dangeroas  and  Irrannical  principle, 
aDd  If  attempted  would  kad  Id  coonter  combina- 
(ions,  on  the  part  of  the  middle  liza  and  (mailer 
Statei.  Beiides,  there  it  much  more  probabilitf 
of  colliiioD  than  of  concert,  among  the  Um 
Slatei.  Bai,  their  oombioatiOD*  and  their  colli- 
tion*  are  about  etinall*  to  be  dreaded.  The  plan 
of  baring  two  of  the  Blecton  appointed  in  each 
State  ai  the  Leglilatare  ihoald  direct,  and  the 
other*  chosen  in  dislricta,  ia  keeping  Dp  the  Fed- 
erative feature  of  oar  Conititniion;  as  the  two 
to  be  appoittied  mar  be  considered  as  analogooa 
to  Ibe  Scnaton,  ana  the  others  to  the  Reprewn- 
Uli*es  in  Con^rets ;  and  such  seemi  to  bare 
been  the  meaninic  of  the  conreniion,  bf  making 
the  nnmber  of  Bleelors  equal  to  the  Dumber  of 
Beoalors  and  Representatires.  This  circum- 
stance i*  not  very  important,  bni  it  has  some 
weight  in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment — a 
mnch  greater  recommend  a  lion  is,  that  it  renders 
doable  districts  for  Representatives  and  Electon 
nnnecesBary-  There  is  great  aimplicity  in  the 
plan  of  single  diiiricta ;  they  are  but  little  subject 
10  confusion  and  misiaheB,  and  as  they  are  to  be 
modelled  but  once  in  ten  years,  there  will  be  but 
little  difficulty  to  their  arrangement. 

The  pceient  amendment,  if  adopted,  introdneea 
no  new  principles  in  to  the  ConatitntioD.  It  only 
xeodera  it  obligatory  upon  the  Slates,  to  adopt  a 
system  permaneaily,  which  nearly  all  of  them 
have  adopted  temporarily,  wbich  come  have  par- 
aued,  and  which  all  ought  to  have  pursaed  uni- 
fonnly. 

It  does  not  abridge  the  joat  righu  of  any  State, 
feat  adds  to  the  aecurity  of  alL  It  throws  no  ob- 
•tacles  in  the  wa^  of  those  wortby  patriots  who 
are  aiming  by  fair  and  honorable  means  to  reach 
the  highest  summit  of  distinction  which  a  great 
and  free  people  can  confer,  but  it  rather  promotes 
their  views  by  sappressing  those  eztenaive  and 
dangerous  intrigues  which  agitate  the  Uuion,  at 
the  approach  of  every  Presidential  election. 

In  a  dbeustion  which  tcok  place  In  the  Senate 
upon  this  subject  two  years  a^o,  it  was  mentioned, 
but  Dot  arged,  that  the  provision  respecting  the 
deetioo  of  RepresentatiTes  lo  Coagreas,  seemed 
anneceasary,  at  Congress  had  already  the  power 
bv  the  Consiitation  to  regulate  iho  election  of 
HepreMn  la  lives.  I  believe  this  prorisian  in  the 
Constiiutton  was  inserted  to  guard  againit  a  poa- 
aible  case,  of  a  comtHnati^  of  particvUr  Statas, 


lo  stop  the  prtwress  of  the  Govenimenl,  by  teTa* 
sing  to  send  Reprcieaiaiivea  to  Congress.  In 
this  point  of  view  the  provision  was  a  wise  one, 
but  it  will  never  be  lesorted  lo,  except  in  caaea 
when  States  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  provision 
for  electing  Representatives.  Congreef  could  not, 
ander  that  provision,  pass  a  law,  making  it  obli- 
^tory  upon  (he  L^islature  of  a  Sute,  to  divide 
It  into  election  dlsirieis ;  and,  should  Coagreas  , 
attempt  to  divide  the  Stales  into  districts  they 
would  invcdve  themselves  in  a  task  of  infinite 
difficulty,  as  well  as  one  that  wonld  bring  upon 
them  ihe  highest  degree  of  odium;  for,  it  would 
be  considered  as  a  aort  of  degradation,  on  the  part 
of  any  State,  to  be  divided  into  dittriets,  with' 
out  the  content  of  its  Ltyislatura. 

Although  1  think  the  amendment  proposed  is 
much  more  important  as  it  reipeets  the  choice  of 
Electors,  than  as  it  respects  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives, ret,  In  this,  some  correction  isloudly 
called  for.    The  unwarrantable  meana  lesorlca 


States,  to  establish  and  retain  an  undue  si  .  . . 
DOwer,  is  slowly  and  imperceptibly  aapping  the 
fundamental  principles  of  oar  Government.  A 
want  of  reipeci  for  popular  elections  tnay  be  con- 


sidered a  most  unfavorable  aymptom  in  our  po- 
litical progress,  yet,  what  respect  can  we  poesiuy 
have  tor  popular  elections,  exercised  nndct  the 


syatemjofgerrymandertiif  that  have  been  adopt- 
ed in  tome  Stateal  Such  elections  are  a  mere 
mockery  of  ihe  risht  of  soffrage. 

In  onr  NaiianalLegislatnre,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives is  emphatically  called  the  pepnlai 
branch  :  it  ought  to  to  be.  and  was  intended  so 
to  be,  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution.  The 
HoDse  of  RepreMntatives  shonld  be  a  fair  repre- 
sentation, not  of  the  States,  as  the  Senate  i^  bnt 
of  Ihe  citizeDS — the  people  at  large.  It  would  be 
thought  preposleroiy  to  appoint  the  Represanla- 
lives  by  a  vole  of  iha  I^gislatnres,  even  if  the 
Conttilaiioa  ware  at  vague  in  this  particular,  at 
it  it  with  respect  to  the  choice  of  Eleetors;  be- 
cause, it  would  leave  to  the  Representative,' no 
featare  of  a  popular  branch  ;  yet,  generally,  we 
come  preciaelT'  to  the  same  result,  when  we 
choose  them  fay  a  ^neral  ticket.  II  it  equally 
subvertive  of  the  newt  of  those  who  consider  the 
nopalar  branch  the  great  prop  and  stay  of  our 
QoTcrnmenti  yet,  we  begin  to  look  upon  this 
mode  of  election,  espceiatly  in  the  small  SiaUa, 
almost  without  diMpprobation.  The  large  State*, 
if  no  corrective  be  applied,  will,  in  Ibeir  own  de- 
fence, adopt  Ihe  same  practice  j  and  even  the 
cood  Sute  of  North  Carolina,  which  has  hitherto 
been  conacientionsly  scrapnlout  upon  Ibb  aab- 
jecl,  and  which  hat  long  been  endeavoriog  to 
aceompliih  thia  accessary  reform  in  our  Consti- 
iniioa,  will  be  compelled  to  follow  Ibe  exampta 
of  her  more  ambitions  neighbors,  to  adoM  a  aya- 
tem  which  she  abhors,  and  lochooMherBlcctors 
as  well  aa  RepreacDiatlvea  with  a  general  ticket. 

This  modeof  eleotion,  when  generally  adapted,  ' 
will  b«  Hwnded  with  eooBequences  of  a  danger 
ona  eharacier.    It  will  snspend  or  destroy  every 
featare  of  popalar  elactien,  aa  H  reapccta  Repra- 
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MDUure*  in  Coogrets.  Bt  louUf  (appiessiDg 
the  voice  of  the  minorities  in  the  sereral  Slate?, 
it  will  ffreatljr  increase  the  rancour  and  biuemesa 
of  parly.  It  will  gire  to  the  geographical  diri- 
■ioni  of  oor  country  an  aspect  of  political  hostil- 
ity ;  and  trill  cherish  an  nocharitable,  aqgocial, 
and  clannish  diapositioD,  to  which  we  loaj'  already 
ascribe  no  small  share  of  the  embarratsments  and 
.  calamities  which  our  QoTemmeDt  has  heretofore 
experienced. 
When  Mr.  Dicebrbod  conduded- 
The  amendment  was  adrocaied  br  Mr.  Macon, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  BAnnoonaDd  hit.Di.aaBVt. 
The  question  was  finally  postponed  to  Wednes- 
day next. 

Tbubsdit,  February  12. 

The  PnEBiDairr  communicated  a  letter  from 
ike  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  r«- 
pott  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  giving  the  result 
of  sundry  asaayi  made  of  the  MTeral  species  of 
foreign  gold  and  silrer  coins  made  current  in  the 
Dfliied  Slate*  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the 
a9th  of  April,  1816j  nnii  the  letter  and  report 
vere  rend. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martin  Warner  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SAnrosD  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam HilL  and  others,  inhatiiianis  of  the  city  of 
Hew  York  and  town  of  Salem,  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  Interest  on  certain  debenture  bonds,  ag 
elaied  in  the  potitiou ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Cammiitee  of  Claims, 

Mr.  DiaaiTT  gare  notice,  ihnt  to-morrow  he 
■honld  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  retoluiioo  author- 
izing the  further  diatrihution  of  certain  public 
documeota. 

Mr.  WtLBON  submitted  the  followiog  motion 
forconsidemtian:  ^ 

Btteh€d,  ntsl  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
iaatncted  Ivinanire  into  the  expedieneyof  eiteiidiiig 
tiw  time  allowed  by  ths  set  t«  pniide  ' 
smrreyiniri  and  granting  the  military  b 

prsved  May  6, 1813,  to  nasii«ommiaiia 

Midien  «^  (he  Uaitad  Bialea,  or  thnr  lepcessnlstive*, 
to  |u«auu  their  claims  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War  hi 
aUilaiy  bomtr  Unds. 

Mr.  CaiTTExoBN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  lo  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  to 
iierease  the  calaries  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit 
court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CniTTBRDBN,  from  the  asme  committee,  in 
porautDce  of  inslruetions,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
crease  the  compensaiion  of  certain  judges  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  Sutesj  and  the  bill  was 
read,  aud  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
,  Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  of  Mississippi,  offered  instruc- 
tions from  the  L^islatore  of  the  8Mte  of  Missis^ 
■>PPi>  to  their  Senators  in  Congress,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  eastern  limits  of  that  Slate ;  which 
>  were  received  and  rend,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
nutlee  to  whom  was  referred  on  the  16th  of  De- 
cember, 1817,  the  memorial  of  the  Mississippi 
Conrention,  on  the  aame  subject 


d  granting  the  mililary  bonn^  land^^ 


The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee OQ  the  Judiciary,  on  the  eziwdiency  of  al- 
lowing lo  the  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  court  of 
ibe  United  Stales  a  certain  salary ;  and  the  consid- 
eration thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Hdq- 
day  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  aupptemeot- 
ary  lo  ihe  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  extending 
the  time  for  issuing  and  locatiug  military  l«n3 
warrants,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  the  PansutBHT 
reported  Ibe  bill  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrosud  aed  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considsratlon  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
certain  purchasers  of  public  land  to  withdraw 
their  en iries. and  tranafer  the  moneyspaid  thereon  j 
and  DO  amendment  having  been  made  thereto, 
the  FRsaioBKT  reported  the  bill  to  ihe  House; 
and  it  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  and  read  n 
third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (or  the  relief 
of  Hichard  M.  Johnson,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  theCommitiee  of  Claims; 
and  the  ameodmeoi  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
PuBSinsKT  ireported  the  bill  to  the  House  amended 
accordingly ;  and  the  amendment  being  concurred 
in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

MILXTARY  SERVICE. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  managers  on  (he  part 
of  the  Senate,  at  the  conference  upon  the  subject 
of  ihe  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  militarv  service  of  the  United  Eltates  for  the 
year  1818,"  made  the  following  report: 

"That  the  eoofereea  of  the  Bouse  of  Repmeata- 
tdvea  commenced  the  conference  by  stating,  that 

•'Bythe  coiutniction  of  thi  law  of  IS13,  which  the 
Committee  of  the  Honaa  of  RepreseDlatiTM  baUeve  to 
be  adopted  by  that  House,  the  pay  of  a  brevet  oonunis- 
sion  is  due  mHj  whan  the  officer  exetciMs  a  command, 
to  wbi^  his  lineal  nnk  would  not  entitle  him.  To 
such  commend,  under  the  Presideiif  ■  general  order  of 
1818  and  1817,  he  may  be  aaugned  Dpon  special  and 
tempoiaty  occaaiona.     It  is  beliflved,  troa  the  amend- 


tha  War  Dapartmeat,  howsver,  is  very  different.  The 
Committee  u  (he  House  of  R^iresentstiTM  oiniideT 
it  wrong  to  explain  or  amend  any  set  by  which  sals- 
riea  or  pay  is  regulated  by  the  proniiani  of  an  appro- 
pristioD  law.  Bat  if  it  were  right,  the  abort  debate 
which  ocearred  in  &e  Hooie  of  Bepiesentatives  on 
the  Senate's  amendment  luffieiently  proves,  that  the 
adoption  of  that  ameitdmant  might  change  a  Uttle  the 
ground  of  s^{nmenl,but  waaldnot(erminate  the  con- 

"■A*  an  amendment  of  the  law  of  I8IS,  the  pro- 
vision  propoaad  by  the  Ssnita  is,  therefore,  nnsstia- 
bctoiy ;  and  to  insist  upon  an  sppropriatiDn  prerinu 
■-  —  unenilaunt,  is  (o  Insist  either  that  the  one  body 

eonfitrm  its  appropriatiaaa  (not  to  its  own  eou- 

straction  of  sztating  laws,  but)  to  that  <tf  the  other 
'    '  ,or  that  both -shall  adopt,  what  bothboSave  to 
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• '  Tbe  Commitla*  of  Ihs  Honw  of  BapreMnWiTM 
briieve  thtt  mpact  for  tlio  aghlt  of  both  Hoowi,  n>< 
qnirM  Ibkt  tho  Ml  of  181S  ilwuld  bo  ■moodtd,  bf  do- 
finiumore  nrodaetrtlwoaatiiisoiieiMUwhSAteeiiet 
pa;  •ball  be  one ;  or.if  tlj*batmpncticabla,bj«iulu>r» 
iiing  it  in  all  c««M,or  innono.  , Tha bill \>hidt panad 
the  Hoaas  of  B«ueamitatt*«a  at  it>  la«t  Marion  toaj' 
explain  tho  unanuneiit  whidi  it  tban  jirdairad ;  bot 
it  now  iDiiit*  only  that  tha  amandiiis  law  ahoDtd  firat 
deteimine  lo  whom  pa;i*diie,b«fbre  an  approptiatit 
•bonld  be  made  fcr  " 


appropriationB  in  regard  to  the  proprietj 
of  which  the  two  Honaea  find,  >Am  d4il  .  .  . 
th«  itill  difftr,  (bonld  bo  aepaiated  from  thoae  which 
bou  eoMrider  aa  atttmttj  to  the  pnblic  aerriee.  If 
«itbet  branch  of  the  Legialalare  determine  that  it  will 
not  make  the  freat  maaa  of  necoMary  approptiatioai 
while  there  notaina  one  nnpn*ided  for  which  it  eoo' 
■idere  ta  be  ptoper,  it  tlirawi  upon  the  otbw  branch 
tbe  nauMaitj  of  cenenrring  in  an  appaopriatiOD  which 
it  nay  belioTa  that  neither  the  law  nor  the  poblie  in> 
tateat  raqniraa,  or  of  eodanieiuv  all  the  appn^nia- 
ttona  of  tbe  Ooaemnent  The  Cownitlae  of  tbe 
Hovae  of  RMiraaentatiTe*  bqM  that  tho  appnipriatioaa 
which  both  Honaaa  deem  neceaaaij  will  be  made ;  and 
that  Um  appiopiiatiMi  t>i  breret  officer^  which  the 
Senate  aiiBfeaCe,  will  be  left  to  be  provided  fcr,  when 
nn  amaodment  to  the  act  of  181S  ahaO  ditarmiDe 
what  that  appropiiation  ought  (obe.* 

"  The  eonftraaa  on  the  part  of  the  Banata  admitted 
that  dotlbta  might  exiat  aa  to  the  proper  conatnictioii 
ef  tho  act  of  181S,  allowing  p^  to  brevot  effioora,  and 
thAt  it  might  b«  fimnd  eipadienl  to  roawre  aueh 
doubta  bj  an  axplanatOfT  law,  defining,  more  pi«- 
ciaelj,  the  eon&igendea  in  wliich  anch  pay  dieuU  be 
allowed ;  but  aa,  according  ta  the  conatractiDn  giTeo 
(bat  law  by  the  Hooae  of  RepreaentatiTea,  a*  italed 

S  their  eonrereei,  which  accorda,  •ubataotially,  with 
It  contained  in  the  Benate'i  amendment,  eipendl- 
torea  to  a  certain  extent  would  be  legally  anthoriiad 
nnder  it,  and  mnat  be  lUt^aaed  to  have  taken  place, 
and  to  esntinno  to  take  place,  nnlil  the  law  aball  be 
altered,  the  eooftreea  of  the  Senate  weio  of  opinion 
that  an  ifiproprialion  ntflident  to  sorer  aueh  probable 
expenditure  ought  now  to  be  made,  wlthont  waiting 
Ibi  the  paiaage  at  aueh  explanaimy  kw.  They  did 
not  think  meh  law  ahouid  be  made  to  have  a  iMro- 
apectiTo  operation,  ao  aa  to  afieet  eipenditnrae  legally 
incDired  before  ila  paaaage ;  nor  conid  they  perceife 
how  the  paaaagc  of  anch  a  law  conid  be  daemad  na- 
caaaaiy  to  delermino  the  propria^  of  making  an  ap- 
propriation to  meet  an  eipenditare  which  it  coold  not 
rignlate.  They  admitted  that,  gansraDy,  it  would 
not  be  the  moat  comet  conrae  to  amend  a  Ian  eatab- 
lisbtDg  aalariea,  or  authoming  an  expenditure,  br  a 
prOTJnon  in  a  general  appropriaUan  law,  though  they 
belieTcd  (bare  waa  no  ConatituUonal  or  legal  otjaetian 
to  aueh  a  couth  ;  bat  they  itated  ftarther :  Ut.  That 
the  Senate'!  amendment  wae  not  deaigned  aa  an  alter- 
ation of  the  tawi^isis,  but  only  expreadng  the  con- 
Bttaetion  of  that  law  whieh  appeared  to  the  Senate 
the  correct  one,  and  raatiicting  the  anm  appropriated 
to  the  diadtarge  c£  eipaaditnraB  incnned  pnranant  to 
neh  inatraotion ;  wUcht  it  ii  praaamed,  may  be  done 
on  tbe  tame  prindpla  that  other  apaeifio  i^propi^ 


T  brevet  rank, 


tie«a  are  made  qfUcride  to  ,  , 

and  to  no  other,  ad.  If  the  dijectien  be  to  the  ww 
in  the  Swata'a  amendment,  wnicb  lartiieti  the  app 
cation  of  the  anm  appropiialed  to  eetvieee 
by  brevet  effioaa,  whan  noting  in  their  b 
the  eonfereea  of  the  Senato  would  at. 
tboae  worda,  and  have  the  aou  iMwpriated  allien. 
ble  to  aervioea  pvfbrmed  by  anch  omeere  gwiernlfy, 
agreeably  to  the  tama  of  the  eatimatea.  Ilwivh  the 
confaieaa  of  tbe  Banata  were  willing  to  admU  that, 
goDeially,  it  wonid  not  be  edriaaUe  to  ecobarraaa  a 
meaatire  embracing  the  maaa  of  appnpciatioo*  deeoMd 
neceeanry,  by  Inaiating  on  one  of  a  donbtAd  natare, 
they  did  not  oonddar  tlie  aignment  ae  in  any  dagree 
aSicting  the  preaent  caae,  tbe  appropriation  inmtitil 
on  by  thea  not  being  donbtlal  in  ila  nature ;  beoanae, 
according  to  any  &ir  conatmction  that  can  be  given 
the  law  of  ISIS,  and  adopting  that  prefiartad  by  the 
Bonaeof  Bepmaenlative^  aomc  expanditnn  ia  anthor- 
iiad, and  nnat  be  pnenaed  to  take  piaoe  nndM  it, 
bafaeanexjdanatttylaweonbepaeaad;  and  an  ap- 
proBfialiMt  to  meet  lueh  eipenditare  did  not  appear 
to  them  of  a  dooblfbl  natwa,  and  on  ench  alone  they 
iaairted.  It  speared  alao  to  tbe  oonleraee  of  the  8«o- 
ata,  thai  tho  eanatraction  given  tho  law  Ibr  aavetal 
yeaia  by  the  Ooremmant,  ud  aoqnieaeed  in  by  the 
Congroaa,  allowing  brevet  idEcera  each  pay  aa  is  now 
aaked,  gave  thoaa  officeia  renaonable  ground  to  expect 
a  eontinnanca  thereof  eo  long  aa  the  law  continued 
in  force;  and  aa  the  expenditure  now  propoaed  to  be 
provided  for  did  not  ariae  oat  of  any  new  conslruction 
of  the  law,  and  bad,  at  least  in  pert,  already  acerued, 
they  eoiulderad  it  the  da^  of  the  two  Hooaea  to  pro- 
vide for  it  in  the  general  appropriation  law,  and  not 


be  provided  tor  in  an  act  whidi  mayor  nay 

paaa;  and  ibey  eonld  aea  a ■  '- 

the  apprapriatton  a 


that  It  mi^  be  ivggeai 


aea  no  gronnd  tor  poal 
w  iitaialed  on  by  (ham. 


[  an  eipeiidita 
tho  parted  ati 
explanaloty  law  relating  to  the  matter  in  queation 
conld  be  auppooed  to  paaa,  and  wliidi  might,  there- 
fore,  be  either  aathoriaed  or  controlled  by  aoeb  law; 
and  though  the  anm  requisite  to  meet  Ue  tatpawdi- 
turei  that  must  accrue  nnder  the  eziiting  law,  b^ira 
it  can  be  altered,  could  not  be  exactly  aacertalned,  it 
might  be  aacertained  with  neariy  the  same  aceutaoy 
that  inms  for  other  objecta  an^  and  therefore  ita  un- 
certainty appeared  to  them  to  form  no  aolid  objection 
'  I  the  measure. 

*■  For  the  purpoee,  Ibetefore,  of  providing  fbr  aueh 
expenditure  alone  aa  mnit  in  any  event  take  place, 
and  leaving  the  two  Houses  to  act  in  regard  to  the 
aabjectin  fiitare  as  each  should  eonaider  correct,  srith- 
out  being  considered  in  any  manner  comptomitted  by 
the  appropriation  that  might  now  be  made,  and  anxious 
to  reconcile;  aa  ftr  as  practicable^  the  views  entor- 
tained  by  botti  Rooaes  on  this  subject,  by^ meeting 
Uiooe  of  the  Honae  of  Representativea  ■ 
their  oproion  a  dne  regard  to  correct  leg 
the  duty  they  owe  the  Senate  would  anl 
cenlereea  of  the  SenaU  piopoaad,  if  the  o 
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Saroiving  Offken  of  the  Reeabitum. 


Fbbidakt,  1818. 


ftts  poiti,  dutricta,  or  dctujunenU,  nqoiiiDit  thera 
act  inlbeir  br«vet  rankdiuiiig  ths  moDthiof  Juiiutj, 
Febraary,  mnd  Haitli,  of  the  prMmt  jmt,  nine  thou- 
nod  dallM*. 

"  The  taaSsMf  of  tke  Hoiua  of  BopnunUtiTei 
tcAuod  to  igTM  to  thii  propoiBl ;  and  mi  Ihej  neillirT 
propofcd  nor  mggeated  «ti;  modification  of  *aid 
ameodinenl,  to  which  they  would  giTo  theb  aaaant, 
til*  confeicnce,  anei  being  eontinued  u  long  aa  then 
wai  any  prospect  of  aniTiog  at  a  fiTOrable  TBinlt,  ter- 
minated witboat  ibe  confeiea  of  lbs  two  Houmi 
baing  abla  to  oema  to  any  agrMinont  on  the  anbiaet 
tbaraot" 

The  repoit  wai  read. 
8UBVIVIKG  OFFICERS   OF   THE   SEVOLU- 
TIOK. 
AgTceibly  to  the  ipeeikl  order  of  the  day,  the 
Bentle  rciuraed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  certain  samring  officers  and  loldiera 
of   the    RevoiDiionary   Army,"    together  with 
the  nmendmenis  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiaiia  ;  aad  ibe  question  re- 
corriag  oti  the  motion  to  postpooe  the  further 
coniideration  of  the  bill  aatil  the  first  Monday 
in  Jaly  next- 
Mr.  GoLDUOBOoaB  addressed  the  Chair  u 
ToUowa : 

Mr.  PreiideBt,  aa  it  appeared  to  be  the  dispoti- 
lion  of  the  Senate,  when  tbia  inbjecl  was  under 
dieeuBtioa  aome  days  past,  to  go  into  the  meiiti 
of  the  bill  now  before  yon,  upon  the  question  of 
postponement,  sabmilted  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  1  must  conform  to  that 
wish,  ftlthongh  1  bad  much  rather  that  the  diioos- 
■ion  could  have  been  deterred  natil  the  bill  had 
beeu  so  modelled  as  to  have  approached  more 
nearly  to  (he  wishes  of  all. 

I  hope  the  motion  for  a  poatponemeot  of  this 
bill  to  a  day  beyond  the  seailoo  will  not  be  car- 
lied,  as  1  consider  it  a  high  and  eolemn  duty  in- 
GBmbeni  upon  us  to  make  some  remuneration  to 
the  woilhy  and  indigent  men  who  are  now  pre- 
aented  to  our  attention.  The  feelings  of  all  who 
have  delivered  their  opinioDs  upon  ihis  subject 
aeem  to  be  in  accordance  nith  the  object  of  4his 
bill}  but  difficulties  arise  on  every  side  that  ap- 
pear to  be  insurmountable,  the  greatest  of  which 
IS,  to  what  class  of  men  we  shall  direct  our  benev- 
olence. Themcriuof  allhare  been  exhibited  to 
view,  and  we  are  told,  if  we  discriminate  we  shall 
doininstice;and  ifwc  luetude  all.  that  the  finao- 
ceaol  the  country  will  be  exhausted  in  the  un- 
dertaking. It  is  not  mv  purpose,  sir,  to  detract 
from  the  meritsof  any ;  out  surely,  Mr.  President, 
if  there  is  any  one  definite  class  of  men  more  mer- 
itorioD*  than  aDother;  if  there  are  any  men  in 
this  country,  who.  by  their  services  and  snffer- 
iags.  have  rcodercil  themselves  most  dear  to  oar 
reeulectisDs,  and  most  worthy  of  our  gratitude, 
tbey  are  the  officers  and  aoldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary Army.  If  they  are  iBflrm,  we  ougbt  to 
aoatain  them ;  if  they  are  indigent,  we  oHght  Brst 
to  help  them. 


The  objections  which  have  been  offered  to  the 
question  now  before  us  are  formidable,  from  their 
number  and  variety.  It  will  be  proper  for  me 
in  the  first  place  to  examine  these  objections,  not 
with  the  arrogant  pretension  of  efieetually  doing 
them  away,  but  of  endeavoring  to  place  thetn  iu 
such  a  point  of  view  as  in  some  degree  to  impair 
their  force,  and  to  render  them  less  imposing  than 
they  have  been  considered. 

It  is  objected,  that  tbe  Revolutionary  officen 
and  soldiers  have  do  claim  against  the  Govern* 
meot;  ibal  all  that  was  ev^r  promised  them  has 
been  given,  and  alt  that  was  ever  stipulated  has 
been  complied  with.  It  is  not  pretended  by  any 
of  the  advocates  of  this  measure  that  these  men 


can  be  made  out  that  wiu  auihorixe  (and  we 
hope  induce)  a  grateful  country  to  make  them 
the  objects  of  generous  munificence; 

By  various  resolutions  of  the  old  Congress,  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  Revolutionary  Army  were  to 
be  placed  on  half-pay  for  life.  This  balf-ptT  was 
afierwatds  commoted  for  five  rears'  fuU-paf. 
From  whotn  the  proposition  oi  commutation 
came,  is  a  disputed  poinlj  and  as  I  do  not  kni>« 
that  it  has  any  material  bearing  upon  thiiqnes- 
tlan,I  will  forbear  to  inquire  into  it.  The  origin 
of  the  commutation  is  to  be  traced  to  those  mor- 
murings  and  discontents  which  were  exhibited  la 
many  parts  of  the  country  against  the  half-pay 
establishment;  and  those  who  were  to  receive  it, 
notwithstanding  the  pledges  of  devotion  to  their 
coontry  which  tbey  had  given  in  the  field,  were 
met  with  ibe  opprobrious  epithets  of  Weiirtff, 
mercenary,  and  pennoner  !  It  is  to  the  prejudice 
which  existed  everywhere  amocgst  us,  agSLiosI 
the  country  from  which  wc  had  been  separated, 
and  against  every  establishment  similar  to  faer'a, 
that  we  are  to  look  for  the  cause  of  this  sensation. 
It  is  allowable  lo  call  It  a  prejudice,  sir ;  ror,wfiat 
we  term  a  prejudice  now,  was  a  virtue  then.  Tbe 
superior  officers  in  the  Army,  who  were  the  old- 
est, first  agreed  to  this  commutation.  At  their 
lime  of  life,  the  bargain  was  B  pretty  good  one,  if 
they  had  been  paid  in  good  money;  but  not  *o 
with  the  young  officers,  who  constituted  by  far 
the  greater  portion.  Yet  these,  under  the  ioflU' 
ence  of  their  superior  officers,  to  whom,  from  hab- 
its of  discipline  and  long-tried  confidence,  they 
bad  ever  looked  with  a  veneration  that  knew  no 
change,  and  with  an  affection  that  found  aolitnit, 
at  length  consented,  and  accepted  the  commuta- 
tion. It  seemed  to  be  the  last  chance — the  only 
hope.  No  sooner  had  they  accepted  the  ternu, 
ana  received  the  final  selilemeot  certificate,  aa  ifae 
evidence  of  the  debt  due  them  from  the  Qovern- 
menl,  than  their  necessities  forced  them  into  the 
bands  of  the  temorseless  speculator,  and  they  sold 
the  reward  of  their  toils — some  for  eighteen  pence, 
some  for  two  shillings,  and  some  (more  fortunate 
than  the  test)  for  half  a  crown  in  the  pound. 

Let  us  pause  a  moment,  air,  and  endeavor  to 
estimate  tbe  probable  sacrifice  that  was  made  by 
these  unfortunate  men.  I  shall  not  in  tay  caleih 
laiioB  expect  to  b«  parCecily  BxacI,  but  I  ahtUl  b* 
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■officienily  10  to  enable  tkeScHiete  form  >  clear 
opinion  opon  thesubjsct: 
Captiiu'i  p>j  per  mcnith 


and  >  half  ;Mn'  pay,  about  flftj  par  cant< 


«i80 
S 

1,300 

•a,eoo 


A  ram  Ina  than  oae  jtar'a  pay. 
A  capiain'i  ptjr  i*  alwavt  taken  as  a  fait  ivet- 
ur  in  itte  Army,  on  wbicti  to  foood  caloolalioit. 
^e  pay  of  a  eapiain  waa  foriy  dollart  a  roonib — 
foar  tmadnd  and  eighiy  dollars  a  jnt.  The 
commmaiioa  i>f  Btc  ycara'  Tult-pay  would  amounl 
to  tweDiy-fonr  hundred  dollars.  There  was  due 
at  the  lime  of  diabaadioc  ibe  Army  about  iwo 
yearB*  aai  a  half  pay,  or  fi^y  per  ceui.  upon  the 
ttmouDtvf  commuiatioD.  Thin  added  to  the  com- 
mutatioD  would  be  twelve  hundred  dollari  mure ; 
making  in  all  Ibiriy-sJs  hundred  dollari.  A  fioal 
aellleineDt  fur  ibirty-six  buodred  dollars,  with  a 
eapiaio,  sold  by  him  theo  ai  two'and-sizpence  in 
the  pound,  or  ibirly'tbree  and  s  third  cfota  in  the 
two  dullan,aDdiizty-six  and  two- third*  of  a  cent, 
would  gire  him  about  four  hundred  and  Ofiy 
dollars — a  sum  Irsa  than  ibe  pay  for  one  year  for 
his  whole  cummuialion  and  arrearages.  If  it  is 
remaTked  that  the  a^^t  of  selling  was  his  owo,  I 
reply,  it  was  hi*  nece:»iiy,  sod  {tut  his  will,  con- 
aenird — a  neee«(iiy  produced  by  iho  iDcapaeiiy 
of  ihe  eouBiry  to  pay  him  in  money  of  ralue. 

But,  bow  was  it  with  those  who  hid  it  In  iheii 

power  to  hold  their  certificates?    Let  us  recoi 

agaio  to  iBe  pay  of  a  captain  in  the  Army : 

A  Anal  saUlemant  certifiole  (o  a  captain  i* 

rsiiwt  br  oomiBOtation  and  arrcaniM,  baar* 

ins  iDtoraatof  lUc  percent.  p«fatiaaia,ftoa) 

the  yasr  tTB8 taiMO 

Intemit  An  nz  yaan     .        .        .        -        .      IJtM 

But,  iosle^d  of  paying  die  anu,  the  inUreal  i« 
coniarted  into  i  Ibree  jjiM  cant,  (lock  j  tbns 
dnkiogona-bilfof it,Tiz:  -     '   -        -        •      < 

The  prindpalor93|S00,  inatoadof  beiof  paid, 
If  cDDieTtad  into  a  Ml  per  cent,  itock,  two- 
thifdi  of  which  bears  a  preaent  interait  of 
wl*  par  cent.,  lod  the  interasiafilx  par  cant. 
on  the  lamiining  oue-lhird  ii  deferred  (not 
to  be  paid)  bt  trn  yean ;  making  a  loaa  of 
ail  per  cenL  for  tsn  years,  on  91,30(r,  ef    - 

Total  loss  of  a  captain,  by  mode  of  p^raent    •  tl^MS 

Add  intereat  npon  that  amoant  to  the  preaenl  lima. 

Tbe  certiScaie  of  final  netilemeat  for  tbitiy-iii 
huDilri-d  dollars  purporitd  upoa  iis  face  to  bear  an 
inieresi  uf  six  per  cent,  uoill  paid.  It  was  passed 
15Ui  Com.  Ist  Sxh.— 7 


in  1783.  8ii  years  afterwards,  Congresa,  unaUe 
to  pay  off  ibese  claims,  had  reeoarse  to  the  plan 
of  funding  them,  and  instead  of  paying  the  six 
years'  six  per  cent,  interest  upon  the  ,certi&cate 
of  ihiriy-six  hundred  dollars,  (which  would  bare 
been  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars,)  they 
cunTeiied  that  interest  into  a  slock  bearing  ibrec 
per  cent,  interest.  Thus,  by  the  very  act  of  eon- 
venioo,  saving  to  (he  Qovernnieoi  and  laklng 
from  the  captain  half  the  amount  of  his  interest, 
(equal  to'  iiz  hnodred  and  forty-eight  dollars;) 
for,  if  any  interest  was  due,  it  was  six  per  cent. 
Again.  The  amount  of  principal,  being  thirty< 
six  hundred  dollars,  was  also  converted  into  ■ 
stof  k  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  two-iblrdi  of 
which  was  to  bear  a  present  interest  of  six  per 
cent,  and  the  Interest  upon  the  remaining  third 
WIS  deferred  for  ten  years,  saving  again  to  iha 
Oovemmeut  the  interest  of  six  per  eeot.  upon 
twelve  hovdrad  dollar*  for  tea  year*,  which  la 
equal  to  seven  hnodred  and  twenty  dollars ;  thus, 
ihe  Qoverament  saved  to  itself,  ont  of  the  money 
due  a  captain,  by  the  mode  of  payment  which  it 
adopted,  sii  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  of 
the  interest  due  htm,  and  seven  hundred  and 
twentjr  dollars  by  withholding  the  interest  upon 
ooe-ibird  of  hi*  principal  for  len  years,  making, 
in  the  whole,  ihe  sum  of  thirteen  baodred  and 
tixiy-eigbt  dollars.  Instead,  then,  of  paying  the 
captain  the  amount  of  principal  and  inieresi  doe 
him  by  ifae  evidence  of  bis  eeriificate  from  under 
the  hand  of  ibe  GoveiDmeni,  their  necessities 
compelled  them  to  have  recourse  to  a  system  of 
payment  to  which  the  creditor  wax  not  a  party, 
that  saved  to  the  Government  the  sum  cf  thirteen 
hundred  and  lixty-eiyht  dollars,  and  took  it  fram 
him  to  whom  iiwas  justly  due.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  say,  sir,  that  this  constitutes  a  debt  at  this  tine 
of  day,  according  io,iutd  recoverable  by  law  j  b«t 
'~  my  mind  it  creates  an  obligation  to  make  some 

munemtioo,  against  wbieb  neither  time  nor  eir- 

imslaocee  can  avail. 

1  know  full  well,  Mr.  President,  that  it  was  the 
depressed  condition  of  Ibe  finances  of  the  country 
at  tiiat  lima,  thai  produced  this  calamitous  stale  of 
things.  I  am  aware  of  ii,  and  I  regret  it.  The 
condition  of  the  nation,  tbeo,  was,thai  of  an  un- 
fonuaalB  debtor,  who  had  slopped  paymeoi  with 
a  prospect  of  more  ample  resources  at  a  future 
day,  and  called  upon  her  creditors,  who  were  her 
benefaetors,  and  made  tbe  most  equitable  and  fair 
aompoiitioo  with  them  that  she  could.  It  is  now. 
sir,  when  this  debtor,  our  country,  is  opulent,  ana 
powerful,  and  prospcroui,  that  we  desire  ber  lo 
do,  what  every  bonorable  member  in  this  Senate, 
1  am  prrsuaded,  would  do  in  bis  own  private  ea- 
pacity,  I  mean  to  remoneraie  those  who  had  ■«>*- 
uiioed  losses  io  consequence  of  her  former  dis- 
abiliiy  to  discharge  ber  just  debts. 

Other  objections  to  ibis  bill  are  derived  from 
the  various  clasucs  of  men  who  served  and  snf- 
fered  io  the  Revoluiioo.  We  are  told  of  those 
wbo'served  io  the  councils  of  tbe  country  at  that 
time— of  ihone  who  suffered  from  >be  ravages  of 
the  enemy,  and  bom  the  destructive  neighbor- 
hood varsi'whieh  exbted  in  some  of  the  Statea, 
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la  eonKqueBce  of  a  AiBmaot  of  seatimeDi — and 
lullf ,  of  tbe  mililia.  And,  ai  a  gtreagtheaer  to 
all,  we  are  rold,  cbat  the  State*  indiTidaallj'  havs 
done  much  for  tbe  oSieer<  aad  soldien  of  the 
EleToluiioa.  Mr.  Pretident,  (owardi  ihow  iUui- 
Uious  men  who  filled  tbe  couocili  of  thia  couatf  r, 
durine  the  sreal  RerolutioDarr  sttuggle,  I  cao 
feci  aoihinK  ODi  the  moic  ezallM  lererence,  and 
reaped,  ana  admiration.  It  was  to  their  stead; 
persereraDce  md  uoahakea  fortitude,  tt|Bt  we 
owe  the  success  of  that  contest  which  eare  inde- 
peodeace  to  ibi*  couatr^.  Their  wisaom,  their 
eonttancjr,  and  their  fidelity,  will  ever  be  remem- 
bered. But  what  thef  jriaoDad  io  couacil,  four 
army  saalained  ia  the  field.  If  tbejr  toiled  and 
Vaiehed  over  your  desiiaiet,  they  bad  some  pe- 
Hodiof  time  thai  they  could  devote  to  their  fami- 
liea  and  their  prioie  couceriu — they  had  it  ia 
their  power  lo  pay  some  aUentiou  to  domeatic 
cares— and,  io  the  midst  of  their  faithful  lahois, 
their  health  was  takeo  care  of;  they  were  pteali- 
taliy  fed,  and  comforisbly  lodged  at  oight.  Not 
80  with  your  army:  Half-starved,  half-naked, 
tracked  io  ibelr  coarse  by  iha  blood  from  their 
UDsbod  feet,  they  followed  their  Heaveft-directecl 
leader  with  heroic  cooslaocy  aad  courage — Jefy- 
ing  the  elemeota— exposed  lo  every  vicissitude  of 
seasoD  and  of  weather — beariog  up  against  the 
multiplied  calamities  of  the  most  ill  provided 
warfare,  they  sunk  fiom  tbeir  toils  to  catch  a 
mometit  of  repose  upon  the  frozen  field,  uncovered, 
except  by  tbe  skies.  Sir,  there  is  no  cotnpatisoD 
between  the  sufieringa  of  these  men ;  and  as  little 
belween  their  present  condition,  ariiiog  from  the 
difference  of  that  service. 

Whatever  may  have  been  tbe  misfortunes  of 
those  who  were  injured  by  the  furjr  of  the  enemy, 
or  of  their  neighborhood  wars,  it  is  impossible  at 
this  time  of  day  to  estimate.  Tbe  case  is  reme- 
diless with  all  its  horrors.  We  hare  seen  tbe 
diffienltf ,  for  some  years  pasL  of  providing  for  the 
des  tract  ion  committed  intbelatewar.  Twoyears 
have  been  consumed  in  establishing  the  principles 
which  shall  ^vern  in  thow  cases,  and  yet  every 
day  s  memortal  is  laid  upon  our  table,  asking  re- 
dress for  cases  not  included  io  tbe  law.  If  sueb 
difficalties  are  felt  on  account  of  losses  of  sucb 
TWent  date,  hoV  can  we  hope  to  redress  those 
where  time  has  swallowed  up  both  the  parties 
aad  tbe  evidence  j  and  gentlemen  must  excuse 
me,  sir,  for  saying,  that  Ido  not  consider  it  alto- 
gether fair  to  introduce  an  impracticable  cue 
uainsE  u^  and  then  deny  that  we  ought  to  do 
that  which  is  feasible,  because  we  don't  do  that 
which  is  impossible. 

As  for  the  militia,  sir,  ifaeir  services  were  of- 
ten tisefal,  often  admirable — but  their  employ- 
ment was  very  difierent  from  that  of  the  Conti- 
nental army.  The  miliiia  were  generally  em- 
eloyed  for  short  periods,  and  not  takeo  far  from 
Dtae;  their  services  were  roostly  performed  in 
defence  of  their  own  neighborhood,  and  their 
fatigues  and  exposure  were  comparatively  small 
when  coDinuted  with  that  of  the  regular  army. 
As  to  the  rewards  which  the  Stales  have  benevo. 
lenily  bestowed  upon  such  of  the  officers  and  sol- 


diers as  were  within  ibeit  respective  limits,  it 
does  Ibem  much  honor,  but  we  cannot  shelin 
ourselves  under  tbe  charity  of  others.  It  was  for 
the  nation  at  lar^e  that  these  men  fought  and 
bled  ;  it  was  for  the  country  they  encountered  alt 
their  hardships,  and  it  ia  from  tbe  national  Trea- 
sury they  ought  to  be  reimbursed. 

But  the  greatest  objection  of  all,  is  the  sup- 
posed exorbiiaocy  of  the  sum  neeeasary  for  the  ob- 
ject. This  is  the  point  at  which  I  fear  we  ahaU 
fslter.  Perhap^i  a  little  examination  into  this 
point  may  diminish  the  obstacles  that  onr  alaniu 
have  created.  There  is  no  certain  evidence  to 
which  we  can  have  recourse  at  this  time  to  as- 
certain, with  exactness,  tbe  number  of  surviving 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Continental  army. 
Various  calculations  have  been  made  by  thoae 
who  may  b«  supposed  to  have  tbe  most  sccuraie 
means  of  information,  end  these  have  proved  UD- 
■attsfaetory.  Theonlydocumeolweean  dad  upon 
the  subject,  is  the  number  of  men  discharged  at 
the  time  the  army  was  disbanded,  which  was 
about  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred— if  to  thia 
is  added  ooe-fourth  of  that  amoont,  to  iocluds 
thoK  who  have  been  discharged  after  one,  two 
or  three  years'  service,  wo  shall  have  in  the  whole 
the  numberof  16,875  men.  A  better  compntalioit 
can  be  made  of  the  officers,  who  are  more  known 
io  the  community,  aod  who  are  generally  recorded 
in  the  society  of  tbe  Ciocianatt.  They  are  esti- 
mated at  rather  more  than  two  hundred  survivors, 
being  one  tenth  of  the  whole.  If  we  calcelate 
the  men  by  ibis  mode,  and  it  will  be  an  extrava- 
gant calculation — for  in  all  the  estimates  of  hn- 
maa  life  the  moat  precarious  bold,  the  greatest 
mortality,  is  always  found  lo  be  nmong  that  class 
of  mes,  who  from  their  condition  are  most  expo- 
sed, least  attended  to,  and  most  destiiote  of  essen- 
tial comforu.  1^  I  remark,  we  adopt  this  mode 
of  calculation,  we  shall  have  1,614  survivors  of 
tbe  non-com  missioned  t^cersand  privates  or  the 
Contineutal  army — a  number,  one  third  if  not 
one-balf  exceeding  what  any  intelligent  RevolB- 
lionary  officer  now  olive  believes  to  Ce  the  true 
one.  Tajting  then  the  estimate,  at  this  lorga 
calculation,  of  two  hundred  ofluets  and  aixtcan 
, hundred  and  eighty-aeveu  privates,  the  whole 
amoQBt  of  half  pay  per  annum  to  each  (eati- 
mating  a  captaia'd  hatf-pay  as  the  measure  of 
that  of  the  officers)  would  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  flfleen  thousand  four  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty dollars,  a  sum  inconsiderable  in  itself  when 
compared  with  tbe  object,  and  a  sum  that  will 
dimmish  in  an  accelerated  ratio  every  year,  until, 
in  ten  years  fVora  this,  there  will  not  be  a  teotb 
remaining  to  be  paid.  If  there  is  an  error  in  ibis 
statement,  it  uoquestloaably  is  by  making  the 
estimate  too  large,  and  when  we  come  to  reflecl 
upon  the  object  to  be  accomplished,  and  the  means 
necessary  for  the  purpose,  I  trust  that  we  shall 
neither  feel  hesitation  not  reluctance. 

It  ought  not  to  be  objected  to  this  siatcment, 
that  the  disparity  in  the  amount  received  by  each 
is  too  gresL  We  do  not  make  that  disparity— it 
is  already  created  to  our  hand.  We  take  them, 
officer  and  soldier,  as  we  find  them,  and  measure 
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o«  Wetcli  ■ceording  to  what  ihef  had  bMD  ae- 
enilomed  ta  receiTr.  Ther«  is  no  oiher  slandard 
tbat  I  know  of,  in  ootiferriag  twneroleiKet,  or 
kononTT  peeoniarr  remrdt  lo  miliiarf  men,  than 
tlw  nnk  tbey  hold;  and  if  the  amoDDt  to  each 
•oldiei  ia  a  trifla,  Itie  rerj  eireamsUiMe  of  in  be- 
ing nnall  will  eaabic  ui  tbe  beiirr  to  afford  it. 
Bat  Ton  may  rest  aaiared,  tlr,  ibat,  small  as  it  is, 
it  will  b«  WMfilt  and  euinrort  to  man)'  poor  sol- 
dier*—it  will  imoolb  the  remoaBt  of  tkeir  road 
to  tbe  grave,  and  perhap)  enable  Ihem  to  oloee 
their  tjf  ia  peace. 

Bat,  Mr.  President,  there  are  other  motires 
wfaiofa,  In  m^  jadsneBt,  are  strong  and  eoercire 
to  ihe  adoption  ot  tbu  naeasnre.  1  mean  tboae, 
itr,  of  nation^  feelinK  and  naiieaal  ehamcter, 
whEeb  are  invalreJ  in  ih*  issae  of  this  bill,  ud 
which  I  do  not  think  we  are  at  libertr  bj  *aj 
means  to  disregard.  Strall  ii  be  said,  sir,  that  the 
brare  officcti  and  soMien  of  the  RcTolutioD  wsre 
abandoned  by  as  in  their  adraoeed  age  and  ia- 
flrmitin,  to  the  preaarious  offerlagi  of  pnUie 
charity  ;  to  the  proleotion  of  the  almthouM,  and 
soeb  receplaeles  of  fanman  wreiebednew,  whilst 
ihe  Treasury  of  the  coantry  it  ample  lo  retiere 
them  1  Shall  the  history  of  oar  eoaotrr  add 
another  instauee  for  those  with  whom  "the  in- 
gratitude of  RepnUics"  is  a  maxim?  Bball  tbe 
vetemns  of  the  Army  of  Independenee,  whose 
wnntv  and  inSrmities  arise  from  having  deroted 
tbe  best  portion  of  their  lives  to  the  service  of 
their  oonotry,  now  lannish  in  peaiiry,  aegtected 
by  tbat  coontry  1  Feeling  as  1  do  npoo  this  oc- 
casion, sir,  I  exult  in  Ihe  opportoniiy  which  is 
this  day  preteated  roe,  of  doing  booor  to  my  conn- 
try  by  doing  justice  to  her  brave  defenders;  and 
I  do  not  now  appeal  lo  ibe  cold  and  ealculaiing 
policy  of  the  porniciaD,  but  to  the  generous  hearts 
tbat  are  near  me,  whicn  will  cause  us  to  exhibit 
a  scene  not  less  iaterealing  than  that  of  the  Roman 
charity  iiaclf,  where  the  aged  and  famished  fathers 
of  our  country  shall  draw  from  our  bosoms  tbe 
sonrcesof  life,  and  nairimeot,  and  comfort. 

Witb  your  permission,  sir,  J  will  now  call  voor 
atlentioQ  for  a  short  time  to  iha  provisions  or  the 
bill  itself  and  to  the  nature  of  the  ameadmeais 
ofieretf  by  the  Committee.  The  bill,  ns  it  now 
stands,  appears  to  be  loo  indisorimioaU^  and  U 
embr»ce  too  mtieh,  as  t^  it  every  fellow  that  w«t 
dramnadoalof  camp,  or  disnuaaed  -  the  aciviee 
for  the  lowest  vices,  may  be  Ihe  object  of  reward; 
there  ooghl  certainly  to  b«  some  lest  of  serving 
OQi  the  period  of  enUstmeai,  or  of  honorable  dis- 
charEC.  The  amendment,  on  tbe  other  hand,  is 
too  limited,  and  will,  in  my  judgment,  work  a 
great  injustice  to  many  who  nave  nobly  signal- 
ized themselves  to  the  cause  of  tbe  Revolution, 
and  are  justly  entitled  to  our  grateful  remem- 
braace.  The  amendment,  sir,  confines  the  bene- 
Bla  of  the  bill  to  those  alone  who  served  until 
the  end  of  tbe  war,  and  debars  those  who  served 
according  lo  their  enlistments  for  one  and  two 
years.  It  will  operate  still  more  unequally  when 
we  refieel^  that  by  the  In&guage  of  the  amend- 
ment, a«  It  DOW  stands,  those  who  entend  the 
•eivicB  after  Ibe  capCwre  of  Cornwallia,  in  Octa- 


ber,  1781,  whieh  wu  the  deeisiva  Mow  in  tb« 
oooflict,  and  continued  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
which  fram  thai  time  was  little  metre  than  aom- 
inal.  will  be  rewarded;  whilst  those  who  serv«4 
in  the  period  from  tevcoieea  hundred  and  saven- 
ty-sii  to  scveBlyoine— Ike  iron  age  of  ibe  Rn- 
olutioo— will  fa«  excluded.  I  hope  this  disiiso* 
tioo  will  not  be  made. 

Thai  proviso  la  the  law  which  obl^ae  ioTalid 
peniionera  to  give  up  their  pensions  before  they' 
can  accept  tbe  benefits  of  this  bill,  is  another  very 
ob^eetiooaMefeaturethat  I  cannot  assent  to.  Foi 
wtiat,  l«c  me  aak,  sir,  is  Ihe  peavion  now  given  •• 
the  unfbrinoate  and  wonnded  sridier?  It  1*  in- 
tanded,  in  some  mensnre,  to  eompenaate  him  for 
the  leas  of  his' limbs;  it  is  designed  as  a  sort  of 
for  bis  privations,  and  his  CI 


of  yant^onors  airi  rewards  among  ihote  who  de^ 
finiMd  the  country  in  arms,  ooderrate  the  servioM 
of  those  whose  mutilated  frame*  are  the  evideneca 
of  tboM  sCTvieesI  The  pension  you  gire  is  > 
pittance  considered  in  ilseff ;  but  when  oompwrrf 
with  the  mtjoytneot  and  atiKty  of  Ihe  limb  whaoe 
loae  it  is  tosapiriy,  it  is  poor  indeed.  What  wealth 
tbat  you  could  giw  from  your  Treasury,  would 
parobase  an  ami,  a  leg,  or  an  eyal  And  whcR 
you  are  about  to  eoafer  the  reward  oD  valot,witl 
yon  £r«t  tear  from  the  maimed  bcro  the  balm  tbu 
you  hare  given  him  to  itaaneh  bia  wooadl  I 
pray  that  uiase  victims  to  their  devMion  fer  their 
eooatry  may  be  suffered  to  retaiii  this  aisaMbls 
iudemnity,  and  that  they  may  come  in  for  thelt 
share,  with  th«r  more  forinnale  brethren,  of  tha 
hoaaraUe  rewards  I  hope  we  shall  bestow. 

Tha  last  olyaetioa  1  shall  make,  sir,  to  tba  hlU, 
ie  to  that  etanso  which  provides,  that  tha  veteran 
of  the  Kcralntioa  ehall  prove  bimaeir  a  paupet 
lo  entitle  him  to  the  gtamnde  and  reward  al  nit 
country. 

If  there  are  some  of  thess  who  braved  the  storm 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  who  an  so  fortnnata 
as  to  be  wealthy  and  oomforiabte  in  lift,  aad  ail 
aversion  to  eonfsr  ibis  bonniy  on  these  is  tha 
eanae  of  introducing  this  degrading  test,  be  aa> 
sored,  sir,  they  are  very  few  in  aambcr,  uid  the* 
will  never  call  upon  you  for  tbe  gratuity;  or,  if 
they  do.  ii  will  be  to  give  it  to  some  old  and  &itk- 
ful  brothei  soldier  who  fought  by  their  side ;  and 
if  stxh  is  to  be  its  destinatim,  I  sincerely  faopo 
they  will  receive  it.  But  if  yon  defile  vour  in- 
tended bcHvoleace  with  aeondition  thatdq^dee 
those  who  are  to  receive  it,  yoQ  wUlfrnstratetha 
object  of  the  law;  for  there  are  none,  I  trust,  so 
broken  down  as  not  to  relaia  a  litila  spark  of  a 
soldier's  pride.  Tbe  high  and  elevated  spirit  thai 
would  force  men  from  their  fhmilies,  their  homes, 
and  their  domestic  endeaTmeals,  to  risk  all  tluit 
conld  be  dear  to  the  human  heart  in  tbe  Held,  in 
defence  of  a  Coostitaiional  principle,  cannot  bend 
for  a  paltry  consideration  to  an  act  of  self-hsmil- 
iation.  That  spirit  whieh  braved  tbe  huarda  of 
the  Geld  and  the  terrors  of  the  law  &r  the  eatab- 
lishment  of  your  independenoe,  will  not  now  bend 
abased  before  you.  It  will  spurn  the  polluted 
bounty  yon  preeent,  and  prefer  poverty,  with  all 
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its  r>i>8*i  lo  ibe  JgDoble  SBcriftce  of  b  soldier't 
feeliog.    No,  sir,  ii  will  not  do  to  degrade  ibow 

IDD  metn  lo  reward.  Il  will  doe  do  to  tee  ihtl 
and,  wbioh  odcc  gratped  the  sword  ibal  flashed 
defiaore  opoo  jonr  foea,  now  lifted  ip  hambte, 
•spplicaiing  ebariir,  and  trvmbliDg  with  decre^- 
itode  aod  age.  What  yoD  give,  gire  freelf — it 
irilt  become  jou.  Do  not  cloud  the  brow  with 
ahame,  that  you  wish  to  cheer  with  your  bcDeTO- 
lence;  but  remember,  that  maeb  of  erery  good 
eoniiaiaiD  lb«  miDner  of  coorerring  it,  and  tbal 
yonenbance  the  merit  of  ef cry  gift  by  a  delicate 
and  tender  r^ard  to  the  reelings  of  tboM  on 
whom  yoD  bestow  it. 

WilD  these  impreisioaa,  I  sincerely  hope  that 
we  shall  pus  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inrrJTing 
nGcers  and  loldiers  of  the  Revo) utio nary  WBr,ia 
which  neither  the  name  of  pensioner,  nor  the  teat 
of  poverly  will  be  admitted;  and  that  the  only 
proof  tbey  will  be  called  oa  to  give,  lo  receive 
their  eoontij's  bounty,  will  be,  that  they  served 
In  the  ConiiBenial  Armyin  defence  of  Atoerican 
independeDce. 

I  again  renew  the  wish  I  have  before  expressed, 
air,  that  the  motion  for  postponement  will  not 
prevail,  but  thai  we  shall  all  ooTdisllT  co-operate 
to  complete  the  great  object  of  this  bill,  and  make 
it  worthy  of  ourselves  and  our  eonotry.  That 
done,  1  am  persuaded  that  we  shall  all  feel  that 
we  have  discharged  a  great  duly,  and  that  every 
heart  wilt  bear  testimony  to  tbe  truth  of  that 
aablime  and  heartfelt  precept — that  it  is  belter  to 
give  than  lo  receive. 

When  Mr.  OoLnaeonODaB  eoneladed — 
Tbe  hill  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  DAoarrr, 

KtaO.  MoRKILIi,  CaiTTBNDEW.  BtlOOLBa,  Lbake, 

pBOMBNTiH.  Otib,  and  Vak  Dvkb;  aod  opposed 
by  Heasri.  Babbods,  Haoon,  and  Sbitb. 

FstDAT,  Febmary  13. 
Mr.  Lacooe  {iresenied  ibe  petition  of  Martin 
Dabb*,  of  tbe  city  ofPhiladelphia,  praying  relief 
10  ibe  settlement  of  his  accouoi  for  sopplirs  lo 
a  large  body  of  mtliiia  in  tbe  service  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Btates,  for  the  defence  of  the  fourth  military 
district,  in  iheaninmn  of  1814,  as  staled  in  the 

Etition;  which  wss  read,  and  r^erred  lo  the 
unmiitee  of  Claim*. 

Hr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  Irave  lo  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  tbe  laws  of 
tbe  Uoiied  Slates. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  resolution,  aotboriziDg  the  further  dis- 
tribution of  certain  public  docnmenU;  and  tbe 
reioluiioD  was  read,  aad  passed  to  the  second 
nading. 

Mr.  MoBKow  presented  tbe  petition  of  Duncan 
McArthur.  prsviog  to  bept^rmitted  to  locale  other 
land*  in  lieu  of  those  entered  in  the  land  office 
of  Richard  C.  Anderson,  fur  reasons  stated  in 
the  |«iiiion  ;  which  wus  read,  aud  referred  to  the 
ConimiiicF  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LacocK  preseoied  tbe  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  jouroeytneo  tailors,  of  tbe  city  of  Phila- 


delphia praying  reKef  by  the  impositioD  of  ad- 
ditional duties  on  the  importaiion  of  ready-made 
cloibingj  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  bill,  supplemeoiary  lo  tbe  act  enlitled 
'An  act  further  extendlDg  the  time  for  iaiuing 
and  locating  military  land  wsrMBts,  and  for  other 
porpoaes,"  was  read  a  third  time  i  tbe  blanks  were 
fillrd  Grai  with  "  let  of  Mardi^'  and  second,  with 

1«(  of  Oclober,"  sod  the  bill  was  pasted. 

The  bill  toauthorixe  certain  purchasers  of  pub- 
lie  land  to  withdraw  their  entries,  and  transTet 
the  moneys  paid  thereon,  was  reaa  a  third  time, 
and  pasted. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Bichard  M.  Johnson 
was  read  a  third  lime,  and  pasted. 

Tbe  bill  lo  increase  the  compensation  of  cer- 
tain judges  of  the  courts  of  tbe  United  Staler 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Agreeably  to  the  special  order  of  the  day,  the 
Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  iha  Whole, 
tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  retpeeting  the  trans- 
portation of  persons  of  color,  for  sale,  or  to  be 
held  to  labor ;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldb- 
BOSODOB,  the  coBsideraiion  theretM  was  further 

Saipooed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
on  day  next. 

Tbe  Senate  revamed,  as  in  Cominiitee  of  the 
Whole  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Major  Qeneral  Arthur  St. 
Clair,"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
iberelo,  tbe  Pbbbidemt  reported  the  hill  to  the 
House,  and  it  was  otdeted  lo  a  third  reading. 
SURVIVING  REVOLUnONABY  BOLDIERS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  proTide  for  certain  sarvifing  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,"  together 
with  tbe  amendments  reported  thereto  by  ibe 
Committee 00  Military  ADairs ;  and  tbe  question 
recurring  on  Ihe  moiiuD,  that  the  fuither  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first  Moo' 
day  in  July  next,  it  was  determined  in  tbe  nega- 
tive—yeas  3,  nays  X>,  as  follows : 

Yais — Mosirs.  Bsrboor,  Macon,  and  Smith. 

Ntis — Messrs.  Asbmnn,  Burrill,  Cimpball,  Ciil- 
lenden,  Diggett,  Dickersan,  £pp>s>  Fromentin,  Qsil- 
lard,  Goldstiaraogb,  Huoler,  King,  Laoock,  Leake, 
Monil,  MoRow.Noble,  Otis,  KngglM,  SaalNd,  Stokes^ 
Storar,  Tall,  Talbot,  Tsjlor,  Troop,  Van  Djfca,  WU- 
liaas*  of  Musaehasetts,  WiUiaoit  of  Taaaesaaa,  and 
Wilsan. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  farther  consid- 
eration of  the  bill,  together  with  the  amendments, 
was  postponed  unlit  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 

MoHDAT,  February  16. 

The  pBEaiDEMT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  peiiiion  of  Robert  Stnrges ;  and  ibe 
report  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Comoiittev 
on  PuUtc  Lands. 

Mr.  DaoAstt  presented  the  petition  of  Joneph 
Hsll,  praying  the  payment  of  his  commutation 
of  fire  yean*  pay,  to  which  he  was  entitled  a» 
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Ifentmant  of  artlll«r  in  tbe  RerotutioDBry  arniy 
and  ihe  petitioo  wa«  retd,  tDd  nrerred  to  tbi 
Comniilee  od  Hiliury  ASiin. 

The  followiog  Mesuge  wm  receircd  Tiom  the 

PBBSIDEHT  OF  THE  UltlTBD  StATBS: 

7b  tit  Senate  of  the  Vniltd  Siata  .- 

In  eomidhiiiM  with  a  raKtlntkra  of  tho  Wth  Jitmmrj 
last  I  now  nuumil  to  the  Seoale  ■  itatanienl  of  the 
ezpenditnrei  opon  the  poUtc  baililinBa,  and  en  Mcotinl 
of  thw  pTOfnw,  filT  Ihe  v«v  IBIB. 

IAMBS  MONROE. 

WjiBn*«o>,  Febnmry  18,  1818. 
The  Meuage  and   accompaiijiDg  docnments 
ire  re  read. 

Mr.  Taslob  preaeaie^- tbe  peliiioa  of  the  citi- 
zen* of  the  towo  of  ViDccDDes,  praj'ing  Con^reM 
to  reit  the  fee  *imple  of  (be  conmon  adjoiDing 
ssid  town  in  the  tctulacs  thereof,  for  ibe  purpoM 
of  drBioiDK  and  atUiag  the  eame,  for  reat 
stated  in  the  petitioa ;  which  wa«  read,  and 
ferrcd  to  tbe  Committee  on  Pahlic  Landf. 

Hr.  WiLBON  anbniitted  the  followia;  motion 
for  eoBtideraiion : 

lUtobxd,  That  the  CommittM  on  Fust  OBcet  and 
Fo«t  Raadabe  inatracted  toinqaiia  into  the  aipediency 
of  eatahtiahing  a  poit  rODte  ftutn  Freehold,  in  the 
caDtit7ofMonmoath,Naw  Jeraey,  through  BonaneuDi, 
ManaMoan,  Taow  rher,  Cedar  creek,  and  Hanahaw- 
Jun,  toTackerton,  in  the  eonntj  of  BDriiD|ton. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Levie,  a  soldier  in  tbe  ReToluliooarf  atniy,  praj^- 
ing  pBymeat  of  arrearagea,  as  stated  ia  ine  peii- 
lioD ;  which  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  PenaioDa. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  ibe  petition  of  a  great 
number  of  drfgood  mere  ha  ota,  trader*,  and  mas* 
tn  Utiloia,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  repretcnt- 
ing  ifceir  peoaliat  grievsDees,  and  prxylng  relief; 
■nd  the  petition  was  read. 

A  mesaaze  from  the  Hoose  of  Repre*entBlire« 
informed  l^e  Senate  that  the  Hootie  adhere  to 
their  disagreemeQi  to  tbe  Grsi  ■tnendmenl  ituieUd 
on  by  Ihe  Seoaie  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  approprialioas  for  the  military  lerrice  of 
tbe  United  Stales  fat  Ibe  year  ISIB." 

On  molioD,  by  Mr.  Caupbeli.  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Coafeience,  on  their  part,  made  tbe  ISth  in- 
•IBDt,  Dpon  tbe  aabjeet  of  tha  disagreciag  TOte* 
of  the  two  Houaea  oa  the  bill  lui  mentioned. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  CAHrsBLt.,  tbe 
Senate  retoived  to  recede  from  their  firai  ameiid- 
tneot  to  Ibe  said  bill. 

Ht.  Hobbow,  from  the  ComMiltee  on  Pablio 
Landa^  to  whom  the  aiibjeei  wai  referred, reported 
B  bill  lot  adjustfeg  the  claim*  to  land,  and  etltb- 
liahing  land  offices  in  the  diairicia  e«Bt  of  the 
ialand  of  New  Orleans ;  end  (he  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading- 
Mr.  TjtiT,  fiom  the  Committee  oQ  Na*Bl  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  ihe  establish- 
ment of  naval  depots  and  dock  yards ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  paucd  (o  Ibe  second  reading. 

The  Senate  reanmed  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee OB  Maral  ASaits,  to  whom  were  referred  tbe 


mrmorikta  of  certain  offleere  of  the  Navfi  >Bd  ot 
the  Marine  Corps,  atlacbed  to  the  Mediierraneait 
squadron  ;  and  the  eonslderation  thereof  was  far- 
ther postponed  nnlil  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  (be  coa;idertlioD  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  ezpediencgr  of 
allowiDK  to  ibejudge  of  the  siilh  circuit  court 
of  the  tJaiied  State*,  a  earn  equal  (o  (he  atlaiy 
of  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  South  Caro- 
lina,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  during  which  (iow 
the  aaid  circuit  judge  wa*  compelled  by  law  to 
pnform  Ihe  dutie*  of  ihe  judge  of  aaid  diatrtBl 
eoart ;  and  ifl  coacorrence  thmwiih, 

JUmIbuL  That  no  eAmpensBtioa,  ia  addition 
10  hi*  regnlBr  elated  salary,  ongbt  to  be  Bllow«i 
to  tbe  judge  of  tbe  sixth  eireuii  couri  nf  the  Ubi- 
ted  State*,  for  the  dutiea  derolred  upon,  and  Mr> 
formed  by  him,  in  eonaequeoee  of  the  disability 
of  Ihe  district  jodse  of  South  Carolina. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  tbe  repon  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claimi),  lo  whom  wa*  referred  tbe  pMl- 
lion  of  Wearer  Denoet;  and  tbe  consideration 
thereof  waa  further  postponed  until  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next. 

Tbe  Senaie  resumed  the  consideraiion  of  the 
motion  of  the  12ih  iasiani.  for  iasiruQiing  [be 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  Into  the 
espcdieticr  of  extending  the  time  allowed  by  thn 
act,  ap^o?ed  May  6, 161S,  lo  present  olaim*  to 
Ihe  Secretary  ot  War,  for  military  bounty  land*; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  Bma,  iba  further  eoniid- 

aiion  of  the  tali,  OBiided  "Ad  act  for  ihe  relief 
of  Major  Oeneral  Arthur  St.  Clkir,"  waa  poa< 
poned  until  Thunday  next. 

The  resolution  providing  for  the  further  die* 
tribution  of  certain  public  documents,  was  read 
the  second  lime. 

~  t.  Wii-LiAUB,  of  Tenneisce,  asked  and  ob> 
tained  leare  Ici  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  tbe 
purchase  and  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the  Unt- 
ied Slates ;  and  (he  bill  was  read,  uid  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  QoLnaoMonoH,  the  coniid- 
eraiioB  of  ibe  bill  reepeeiiag  tbe  iransporiation 
of  persona  of  color,  for  sale,  or  lo  be  held  to  labor, 
WB*  further  Mstponed  to,  and  made  tbe  order  of 
the  day  for,  ThBraday  nezL 

ENCOUBAaEMENT  TO  &HI0BANT8. 
tr.  SAMroBD  praaeoted  ihe  memorial  of  ths 
IT  York  Iriab  Emigrant  AssoeiatioQ,  praying 
that  a  portion  of  nnaold  lands  (in  tha  lUinoia 
Territory)  may  be  set  Bpart,  or  granted  to  iruB' 
lees,  for  the  purpose  of  bein*  lettled  by  amigrBBls 
from  Ireland,  on  an  extended  term  of  aredli,na 
slated  in  the  memorial ;  whiob  wa*  read,  >ad  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Land*. 

The  memorial  is  as  foUowa; 
To  the  iwuruMc  the  Senatt  and  Hauu  of  Rtprmen- 

talita  Iff  the  VnUtd  State*  qf  Amtrua  in  Cmt 

^e  memoriil  of  the  Hew  Tork  Iii«h  Emigrant 
AasociatioD  reipectfally  shawetb :  That  jonr  memo- 
rialist*, while  thaypiaauois  mort  rMpectfuUy  to  *olictt 
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JSiaciMmgameat  to  Eaugratioii. 


Fbmoabt,  1818. 


jMu  aUantioB  la  tba  hiljJm  _ 

of  the  nomflniiu  forei^era  who,  flying  fiDm  &  com- 
plicated mui  of  vtnC  and  DiiMiji  daily  acck  anaiytum 
in  the  boiom  of  tbe  United  States,  are  imboldened  bj 
the  ncoUecUoa  that  a  liberal  encouragement  to  the 
Mtllaineat  of  meritoriona  atrangen  haa  alwayi  cbar- 
SEtttiied  the  GoTeinment  and  conitituted  authoritiea 
of  tlie  Union.  The  niao  and  bniTe  ronnden  of  ite  io- 
it  U>  tbe  oppreaaad  and  tvJbting  of 


1  the 


that   i 


oavntrj,  at  leaal,  thej  ihonld  find 
hone.  Tbe  anooeaaora  of  thaae  illvatrioM  men  hare 
MDttnaad  to  redoem,  in  oalmar  and  happiar  time*,  the 
fM(e  nwda  to  ^kiloNfthj  and  baosTdeoea  amidat 
peiilona  aeenM  of  dirtww  aitd  diffleslty.  From  ihia 
nuiMne  and  baniioMit  paBcy  Anwrica  baa  M^ed  a 


IB  the  noial  and  ph^cd  ttMBcth  to  b« 
ibrirad  fron  ao  many  Ihooaanda  and  teiM  of  (hooautda, 
wlw,  actoated  by  attaohmant  to  tier  (cm  ConMitatiaD, 
hsTe  adopted  tbe  nktiMi  wImn  libar^  haa  mad*,  and 
la  making,  bar  noct  glorioita  ataad,  aa  the  cAiutrj  of 
theurehMce. 

Tour  memorialiata,  in  addretaiBg  you  honorable 
body,  seed  not  aeek  to  enliiree  by  argument  the  gsna- 
lallj  roceiTed  maxim  of  political  dcooemy  that  tbe 
wealth  and  aolidity  of  a  nation  connat  in  the  nniabet, 
th«  Mcial  comloTta,  and  the  prodnctive  induatir  of  ita 
■-      In  the  denae  and  crowded  Btatea,  and  nnder 


Ilfiaqaenfly 
1,01  avan  Ibe 


happen  that  lb*  aodal 
.  .  _  ilndHtiy,  anprepov 
tionad  to  tba  numbei  of  tbe  paopU.  !■  tlia  axtoiMad 
tfnik«]r  ud  aMttoMd  pafvMioa  of  the  Vnilid  Stale*, 
kowaveri  and  nste  tbair  Asa  and  Uataad  inaiitBliMMi 
it  ii  an  uqaeatianaUe  ud  ImpoittBl  tnili>  <lMt  BTCiy 
iBoeaaa  of  inhaldtanta,  wban  wjady  sad  jndieieBaly 
dbkibatad  and  Mttlad,  adda  to  Uw  aodal  oomfbita  Hid 
podvaliTa  indnfli^  of  tbe  wbol^  and  that  iha  eioeaa 
of  populalioQ,wbMb  cannot  be  epniidend  at  ginng 
■tanb^lo  the  mioiia  Ootaiumenla  orEaicp^if  an^ 
Snad  or  encoonged  to  aettla  tieu,  tronld  inealcolably 
inoMBeanrwetflb  asd  atrength.  But  that  acoeaaion 
la  doubly  TaloaUe  which  aiao  bringa  to  the  common 
flmd,  wiOi  a  ntaa  of  laboriona  indnatry,  nnaltarabla 
attachment  to  the  lawa  and  conatitatioD  m  the  country. 
And,  anrely,  to  give  a  wiae  direction  to  that  indDaliy, 
and  to  aoenn  by  wall-plaeed  kindnaaa  that  attubment, 
are  among  tba  noMeat  ntrctaea  of  lagialati**  autlMHrity. 
Yow  mwiorMialB  bag  lawa  leapoiliyiy  to  tapwiwit 
tbat  It  no  period  ainea  tbo  oetridMunant  of  AnoiieM 
iadanMidmce  bavo  tbo  pw^la  of  fionpa,  paitimlariy 
dta  lUMrfng  danea,  diacorored  io  gTMt  a  diaporftiMi 
aa  at  pc«Mnl  to  anigiata  to  tba  Dnilal  Swtaa.  But 
At  peopla  frf  Irahnd,  fiom  Iba  Bocaliv  piaamiaa  lulda 
~*^~''   "--'   '  r  haa  aa  (ong  been  pkead,  hai* 


land  of  tbeii  Ix^c*  tbait  paraona,  ibeir 
poatanhr,  their  •OeclioM,  tbeir  all. 

It  ii,  nowOTCt,  a  trstb,  regretted  by  thoas  who  have 
tbe  beatmeana  of  ofaaarration,  that,  in  want  of  gnidea 
to  Iheir  atepa,  and  oongenial  home*,  where  all  theii 
bonoat  aneigiea  might  be  called  at  onoe  into  activi^, 
and  their  bwdy  entaipiiie  tamed  to  thaii  own  adran- 
tage,  aa  well  aa  to  lh«  general  good,  they  remain  per- 
plttted,  nndecdiled,  and  dinnayed,  by  the  novelty  and 


dant  D 


diffioaJty  of  tbeii  aitaations.  Tbsy  baia  fled  from 
want  and  oppreasion — they  tonch  the  aail  of  freedom 
and  ibuDdance;  bat  the  manna  of  the  wildeme* 
melti  in  tbeit  light.  Before  they  can  taste  tbe  fruita 
of  happy  indnatry,  Ha  tempter  too  often  presenit  to 
their  lip*  the  cnp  that  tnnie  man  to  brute,  and  dM 
very  energi«a  whidi  would  bate  made  lbs  £ddi  Io 
Idaaaom  maha  tbe  dtiaa  gMaa.  Indltidaal  banaro- 
lenoe  caonot  reach  thia  enL  IitdiTidnala  may  indead 
■oliot,  but  it  belonga  to  Iha  cboaen  gnardiaiia  of  iba 
pnbliE  weal  to  adminiatar  the  enrc.  Nor  ia  the  nam- 
diradiao  or  the  deatmelion  of  tbe  capalHlitiea  and  in- 
doaby  of  thaae  amignnta  to  ba  iwiattad  only  on  ita 
own  account  The  atory  of  their  blaated  hopea  and 
fbrtnneB  ii  tranamitted  back,  and  retailed  with  ma- 
iggaration.  Othen,  poaManng  more  abua- 
la  and  more  pmdent  habita,  who  have  been 
BccDBtomed  to  look  with  longing  eyea  to  thia  free 
wnntry,  and  eontraat  ita  happineaa  witti  the  preaent 
ttttaMEnMpe,  are  diaoenraged  and  detorrad  bj  Ibtdt 
auflaring*  and  mUbrtntiea;  and  thna  a  bogc  oaireat 
of  active  pepnlatlMi  and  wealdi,  iBcUned  Io  flow  into 
and  enrien  the 

la< 

la  jour  n  .   , 

moat  aanaally  Imt  teapeetfiOlj  (0  raqneat,  OB  behalf  of 
thoae  wboa*  inteieata  thay  urg«  that  a  portion  of  nn- 
aold  land*  may  b*  tel  apart  or  granted  to  traiteea,  for 
the  pwpaae  of  being  aettled  by  emigrant!  fiota  Ireland, 
on  an  ailanded  term  of  credit.  The  condiiioni  of  tUa 
grant  your  memeiialiata  wiab  to  be  anch  aa  m^  give 
to  the  aattlera  ita  entire  bmefit,  and  may  exclude  all 
private  apaculation  in  othen.  Tbey  abo  beg  laaTe  ta 
anggeat,  after  eontem^ating  tba  varioaa  uuenltiTaleA 
traelt  which  invite  the  Uwr  of  man,  that  a  anktim 
adapted  fct  a  oatilameDt  ef  that  daadripHon  mMtt  ba 
found  among  the  land*  lately  porehaeed  in  tbe  Qt^ai* 
Tnrilary. 

You  memodalbtB  aM  fUly  aaoaUl*  that  ma«7  «f 
tbe  meat  puaoaiiTe  axgoiaenta  ia  bwr  of  Amt  appfr 
cation  muat  be  ediliaaiad,  and  will  not  ba  addMiasd  in 
vain,  to  the  beneroleiKe  and  ayipathia*  ef  the  Lagi»' 
latwa  i  bat  tbey  alao  oonfidenlly  BMeal  to  ila  wiadom 
and  pabiotiwn.  Tbe  land*  to  wbicta  they  have  allnded, 
lieiBg  fronlier  and  ramote,  are  neither  likaly  to  be 
qwedily  ezpoaad  to  aale,  to  be  rendered  by  cnllinlion 
aubatrviant  to  tba  general  proaperity,  nor  by  aettle- 
ment  condudve  to  the  general  atrength.  The  portion 
whicb  miglit  be  granted  on  extended  credit  would 
ptob«blybepaidf>talmo*taa*oon  aalf  itbad  not  been 
tnougbt  into  the  maAet  before  ita  regulaT  turn.  Du- 
ring that  lime,  in  wbidi  it  would  olhenriaa  lemata 
ntmodnctlm,  (and  tharelbia  tuiBraf  laUe,)  tbonaaDd* 
of  tmilke  would  h- ■—' — ' -^ -^  -- 


euatanca)  will  be  abandantly  eompenaated  bj 
money  and  liAor  that  muil  be  almoat  immediately  ei> 
pendod  on  woriu  of  general  atiGty,  which  the  coav» 
nience  and  neceaaitiea  of  the  aattlera  wilt  naturally  in-  ' 
dnce  them  to  acoomplitb.  But  who  can  calculate  the 
phyaieal  or  moral,  or  even  tbe  peenniary  advanttgaa 
in  time  of  war,  of  having  mieh  a  atrong  and  embatded 
frmtierl 
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0«*eraia«nt  of  the  United  flttte^ 
ment  to  thtar  interMt  ineraua  in  proportlaii  to  die 
b«neSu  tie  hu  reoetred.  He  will  lova  with  entlinii- 
inn  tlifl  conntry  thit  afibrdi  him  the  aemiu  of  bonor> 
able  and  rocoenftil  enlenme,  and  Mmril*  him  t« 
taijoy  QDmolMted  and  imdimiiiiibed  the  finiti  of  bb 
bonest  indtutij.  IngrMhnde  !■  not  the  TJce  of  Iri* b- 
men.  TvHj  ippTeeittliig  hit  ccmpBimtiTe  comforta, 
and  the  •onne  from  whonce  the;  flow,  he  will  him- 
■elf  cjieri^  ind  wilt  inrakite  an  bis  el^dren,  an  nn- 
■ItenMo  doTotion  to  bii  adopted  and  their  native 
cotmtrj.  Bhonld  hoaditieB  approach  hei  in  that 
qnarter,  whether  in  the  aaTace  fbnnB  of  the  tomahawk 
and  acalping-kniie,  oi  with  the  deadlier  weapon  of 
cdvilixed  wuftie,  the  Iriidi  eettlera,  with  Iheii  haidj 
Tomptly  repal  the  inTiaiDn,  drite  back  the 
le  BQemj,  and  giTB  to  oni  extended  frontier 
■ocivity  and  repoae. 

Tout  memDnaliata  therefore  honblypTaj  joor  hoB- 
oraNe  bodjr  to  receiTe  and  liaten  &Torab^  to  their  ap- 
jticMoa.  And,  as  in  dn^  bonnd,  the;  will  erer 
praj,  Ac 

On  behalf  of  the  New  Totklndi  Emigrant  Acn- 

Nkw  Tokk,  Deeen^tr,  1S17. 

TH08  ADDIS  EMMET,  Fretideni. 
DANIEL  HoCORMICK,  Viet  Praidtnt. 
JAMES  HcBRIDE,  %1  Viet  FrtndeiU. 
ANDREW  BERBIB,  ti^iuurer. 
JOHN  W.  MULUOAN,  Stattary. 
WILLUM  SAMPSON,  Sttretaiy. 
Wm.  J.  MecQBTaB,  Jamea  Sleiiiiig, 

Mat  L.  DaTia,  Wm.  Edgar,  jr. 

J.  Chamben,  Matthew  Carroll, 

Thomas  Khk,  John  MaThne, 

D.  H.  D<nle,  John  Haffimun, 

l^n  R.  Skidds,  Demtii  MeCartbr, 

Robert  Fox,  Jamea  B.  MoUanj. 

R.  Swanton. 
SURTITINO  BETOUJTIONARr  SOLDIESfl. 
The  Benaie  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coniideration  of  the  bill,  eoiilled  "An 
act  to  proTide  Tor  cetlaiD  aarviving  offieeis  and 
soldiera  of  ibe  Reroluiionary  armjr,"  together 
with  tbe  atneDdBaeaia  roMrieil  thereto  b;  the 
Cominittea  db  MilHarf  A&irt. 

The  qneaiion  ntider  concideraiioQ  was  a  mo- 
tion made  some  days  ago  b;  Mr.  Kino  to  reeom- 
mii  (he  bill,  with  hisiractioQa  to  the  conimiilee> 
«o  to  ameDd  it  aa  to  confine  its  provisiona  to  a 
grant  of  half-pay  Ibr  life  to  such  of  the  sorviviag 
ojjicer*  (aionej  of  the  ReTolQlionary  Arioy  aa 
aerred  ior  three  yean,  or  (o  the  end  of  the  war ; 
includiag  those  eoUikd  (o  half-pay  for  life  by 
any  nioTve  of  Congress,  the  half-pay  to  be  aMu- 
lained  according  to  raok.  by  which  tbe  aacoaiBls 
of  tbe  ofiicera  were  fiaally  setlleJ. 

The  debate  was  resuiaed  an  this  subject,  aad 
eonlinued  till  a  Ute  hour;  inthe  oMwaeof  whieh 
Ur.  KiMO  withdrew  his  Bwtion  lo  reeDmuiit  tbe 
bill. 

Tbe  qnettion  then  teearred  on  tbeamendmMt 
reported  to  the  bill  by  the  Uiliury  Coimnittec, 
(to  cooflne  its  apptkaiion  to  ibose  who  served  to 
the  end  of  the  war;)  when  a  motion  was  made 
tiy  Hr.  QoLOBBoaoooB,  and  agreed  lo,  to  amend 


the  ameDdinent  by  iDseriing  tbe  words  "or  those 
who  serted years." 

Mr.  CRtTTBitDGM  mored  to  sirjlce  out  tba 
words ''on  CoQtineatal  establishment,"  so  as  to 
include  the  militia  who  served  the  requisite  pe- 
riod; which  motion  w»  pending  when  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 

The  gentlemen  who  look  part  in  the  diseas' 
sion  this  day  were  Messrs.  GoLDaBoaoDOB,  La- 
oooK,  TiCBBROS,  Otis,  Horbil,  Eppeb,  Cbii^ 
TSNOBif.  Daoobtt,  Borbill,  Macoh,  and  Smith. 

ToBBDAT,  February  17. 

Mr.  BiBnouR  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Miller,  a  brevet  major  of  Marineii,  praying  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  of  bis  necessary  expenses 
as  beater  of  despatches  to  France,  as  well  as  ottici 
adrances  for  the  service  of  the  United  State*, 
and  compensation  fur  the  loss  of  bagg^ca,  Aw., 
occasioned  by  the  destruction  of  the  Marine  bu- 
racks  at  Washioctoo,  in  August,  1814;  and  tbe 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  ComnUtn 
of  Claims. 

A  OMaaagt  frtm  the  House  of  RepresentetiTB 
■nfonoed  iba  Seaaie  that  tiie  Heaae  had  ptsatd 
a  reaolutioB,  direotiBC  the  Jadfea  of  ih*  Supreme 
Court  to  be  furaished  with  Wall's  State  Papen, 
in  which  (hey  request  tbe  eot»eiirenec  of  the  Sen* 

Mr.  GoLDBBoBOcoB  presented  the  metnorlal  of 
Luke  Tiemao  and  others,  io  behalf  of  the  HibeN 
Bian  Society  of  Baltimore,  prayiog  that  prar^ 
sion  may  be  made  for  granting  to  the  emigraata 
from  Ireland  a  tract  of  lead  in  the  Iliinots  Terri- 
tory, an  a  more  ejiended  atedit  than  is  now 
allowed  by  law;  and  the' memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Commiitee  oo  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Daooett  presented  tbe  petition  of  Pbiseu 
Meigs^  of  Gollford,  Oonnecticui,  praying  com- 
pensation for  a  house  destroyed  by  the  eneaqr 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiitee 
of  Clainta. 

Mr.  UoBBiL,  from  ihe  Commiitee  of  Claim^ 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of  John  Stock- 
ton, made  report,  together  with  the  following  tea- 
oluiion : 

Smoktd,  That  the  petaionar  have  leave  to  with- 
dnw  his  petitioa. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  tead. 

Tiie  Senate  reaaned  Ihe  Eoouderatioa  of  the 
neiioB  of  tbe  10th  inaiaBl,  for  instrueting  tiM 
CommiUee  «a  Post  Offices  and  Post  Ooafla,  lo 
inquire  inio  tbe  expedieney  of  estebliahlng  a  eer- 
uin  post  route,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  anihorize  the  esIaUishsieBi  of  na- 
Ta!  depots  and  dock  yards  was  read  the  aeoond 
time, 

GREAT  BHITAIN— EXTRA  DOTIBa. 

The  fallowing  Meas^e  was  raeeived  froa  the 
PBBatDBKT  o^  TBS  UiirrBi)  BtatBb  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Squft^Mifa  ! 

I  lay  beBM  Ae  Honsa  of  RepreeenUtives  eoplM  of 
two  comma  nleatioDS  received  at  tbe  DeparlmeBt  of 
State  from  the  Mbiifler  of  Great  Britain,  and  antant 
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Fbmoam,  IB  18. 


to  their  «onaidar»tioii  the  propriatj  of  makiog  laeh 
legklatiTB  proTuioiui  at  m>j  btnectuATj  for  a  com- 
(ilwiMe  wilh  the  rapreienUliaQi  coDtuned  in  them. 

Bt  the  ezpTOM  term*  of  Ihtt  compict  it  no,  irh<n 
ntifiail  hj  the  two  GoveintucDli,  to  b«  io  fotee  far 
the  term  of  four  jtax*  from  the  day  of  ilt  tigna- 
iltre.  The  reTocttioa  of  all  the  diaeriminating  dutia 
became,  therefore,  the  obligation  of  both  Government* 
Jram  that  day,  and  it  !■  cooeeiTed  that  tttrj  indi- 
vidual who  haa  baen  required  to  pay,  and  who  haa 
paid,  any  of  the  extra  dutiec  reioked  bj  the  ConTen- 
tion,  hai  a  jaat  and  lawful  rlaim  npon  the  reapective 
Oorenitaent*  for  itiretam.  From  Tuiooi  ucidenta 
it  hw  happened  that,  both  here  and  in  Great  Britain, 
the  ceaaation  of  the  extra  dutiea  hat  been  filed  to 
commence  at  different  timea.  It  is  deucalile  that 
UongreM  ibonld  paaa  an  act,  proTiding  for  the  return 
of  ali  the  extra  dutiea,  incompattbU  toilh  the  termt  of 
the  Conrenlton,  trbich  have  been  levied  upon  Britian 
vanel*  or  mer^andiae,  after  the  3d  of  Jalj,  1816. 
The  Britiah  Parliament  hare  alreadj  tet  the  example 
of  filing  that  da;  for  the  ceeaalion  of  the  ejlra  dutie* 
of  export,  bj  thetr  act  of  80th  of  June  lait,  and  Uie 
Miniatm  of  Iha  United  Statea  in  London  ia  inatraeted 
to  require  the  exleniioii  of  the  aame  prindplo  to  ail 
the  extra,  dntiaa  levied  on  tmmI*  and  merchandiae  of 
the  United  StatM  in  the  pota  of  Great  Britain  knee 
that  day.  It  is  not  doubled  that  the  BritiabGoTaramanI 
will  oonipiT  with  tlua  reqoiaition,  and  that  the  aot  ang- 
A  nay  be  paaead  fay  Ckingreaa,  with  futl  eonfidenee 


natodii 
ttial  th( 


e  theai 


of  the  Bntiah  Ariianient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
W.iaBiasTo>,  Fe(.  13,  181S. 


Jfr.  Bagat,  Envoy  Satraar^iury  and  lEmtter  Plen- 
^otentiary,  to  Mr.  Monroe,  Seerelary  of  iSlate. 

WAlBIICBTDir,  JVop.  18,  1818. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  atlentioo  to  one 
of  the  proriuona  of  an  act  of  the  United  Stalea  Con- 
greaa,  paaMd  on  the  37th  of  A^ril  laat,  entitled  •*  An 
act  to  regntate  the  dutie*  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
which  appear!  to  have  originated  in  soma  miaappra. 
beniion  of  the  real  nature  of  one  of  tha  principal 
mana&elariei  of  Great  Britain,  and  which  haa  had 
an  operation  not  only  Teiy  prejudidil  to  the  Britiah 
mann&^arer,  bnt  cantnit7,  ai  it  ahonld  aeem,  to  the 
•pjtit  and  intent  of  tha  aaeond  attide  of  the  c<»uiier- 
oa)  treaty. 

By  the  aecond  artide  of  the  commercial  treaty  be- 
twetti  Great  Biitaia  and  the  United  StatM,  it  ia  etip- 
nlUted  *^  that  no  higher  dutiea  aball  beimpoaed  on  £t 
importalioii  of  any  aitietaa,  the  growth,  prodaoe,  or 
'--• — a  of  Hm  ■*-■•---■     ■■■-■'- 


■  ftritannic  Majea^'a  TenitotMa, 
in  Enme,  Ibut  an,  or  dull  be,  payable  on  tha  like 
•dkle^  bring  the  growth,  pndnee,  or  mannEMtare  of 
any  other  foreign  aeantiiea." 

By  tha  act  of  the  United  Stataa  to  which  1  huTe 
nfcned,  it  ia,  among  other  thinga,  enacted  in  the  6th 
■action,  that,  npon  importation  into  the  United  Slatea, 
iian  in  bare  and  bolla,  except  iron  mann&etnted  b; 
•^Hag,  ehall  pay  a  doty  of  4S  cent*  per  cwt,  and  that 
in  bua  and  bolta,  when  manv&otnred  fay  roUing,  and 
aachan,  it  ahaU  pay  a  daty  of  IfiO  centa  per  cwt. 

It  waa  probably  not  kuown  that  the  bar  and  bolt 
iron,  mannTactured  in  Great  Britain,  U  in  the  laat 
>  rolled,  wbersaa  the  aame  artidet  both  in  Swe- 
ll in  Bnaaa,  inalead  of  beang  reeled,  ia,  in  the 


aame  proeeaa,  hammered ;  bnt  when  the  iron  b  mann- 
fiictuted  into  bar  or  bolt,  whether  by  rolling  or  ham- 
maring,  it  ia  in  preciaely  the  tanie  ptogreaa  of  manu- 
ftctnre,  and  ia  in  eveiy  reapect  applicable  to  the  aame 
purpoeea  of  uee  and  ulterior  manufacture,  and  conaa- 
queutlj  ia,  to  all  intenta,  a  "like  article."  But,  bj 
the  ineqnaiitv  of  the  dntiei  which  have  been  impoiaed, 
it  aeema  to  hare  been  imagined  that  rolled  bar  and 
boll  iron  ia  in  a  atage  of  manufaelore  beyond  that  of 
hammered  iron ;  and  you  wilt  obaerre  that  i>ii«  *iip> 
poaition  is  atrengtbened  fay  the  dtcttmatance  of  ita 
being  daaaed  wi&  uichori,  which  are  in  a  etate  of 
complete  and  finished  mannfactare,  and  are  worth 
£36  per  ton  in  the  Britiah  market,  whilat  bar  and  belt 
iron  IS  only  worth  £11  per  ton. 

It  »  to  be  aaaumed  that,  whenoTer  dntiea  are  im> 
poaed  on  any  foreign  article,  in  a  graduated  acale  pro- 
portioned to  its  manubctured  state,  it  ia  intended  that 
the  duly  Bhould  be  regulated  by  that  suts  alone,  and 
not  by  the  proeeaa  by  which  it  is  brought  to  that  alata. 

Iron,  in  a  certain  state  of  mannfacture,  is  to  b« 
charged  with  a  certain  duty.  The  means  of  bringing  it 
to  that  state,  whether  by  hammering  or  rolling,  ia  not 
to  be  had  in  consideration ;  Ibr  if  it  ware,  the  efbct 
wonld  be  to  fiirca  each  nation  to  uee  exactly  the  ssmo 
|>n>ceaa,  and,  what  certainly  never  could  have  been 
intended,  to  check  and  punish  the  application  of  in- 
genaitr  and  improvement. 

Considering,  therefore,  that  the  bar  and  bolt  iron 
manufactured  in  Great  Britain  is,  according  to  tha 
true  spirit  and  intent  of  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce,  in  every  reapect  a  "  tike  article" 
with  that  manubctnred  in  Sweden  and  Roasia,  it  ia 
hoped  that  snch  meaanrea  wiU  be  Uken  by  the  Got- 
eromenl  of  the  United  Btatea  as  wiH  allow  of  iu  ad- 
miaaion  to  imporUtion  at  the  aama  rate  of  duty,  and 
will  place  the  Britiah  mannGictarer  iu  that  state  of 
eqaality,  ia  reapect  to  foreign  naliona,  aa  may  aocovd 
with  the  undoubted  intention  of  the  late  treaty  of 
commerce  between  the  two  cMintriea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  (be  higheat  conaidera- 
tion,  air,  your  moat  obedient  hnmble  servant, 

CHARLES  BAGOT. 


aadHiaitltrPltn- 


Mr.  Bagat,  Enmy  ExtnurJiaary  and  Xnit 
ipolmtiary,  to  Mr.  Adatat,  Sttretary  of 

WASBiaaTOT,  Doe.  6.  1817. 

Sin :  In  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart' 
meutofStateofthegthofJuly,  1816, 1  had  thehonor 
to  point  out  the  difference  of  the  perioda  at  whiA 
efiect  had  been  given,  in  the  two  coontrie*,  to  tha 
Gonvenliini  of  the  3d  af  July,  1816,  and  to  requeat 
that  all  diecriininating  dutiea  of  a  nature  aimilar  to 
those  deacribed  in  Hia  Boyal  Bi^esa  the  Prinos 
Regent'a  Otder  in  Coancil  of  (he  17(h  of  Angaat, 
1BI6,  whidi  might  have  been  levied  between  the  daite 
of  that  order  and  the  SSd  of  the  Mowing  Deoember, 
upon  gooda  imported  into  the  Untied  Statea  in  Britiah. 
built  abipa,  mi^t  be  refbsded. 

No  mention  having  been  made  in  Hb  Royal  High- 
Bosa'a  Order  ia  Council  oC  alien  tonn^o  dntiaa,  th« 
were  not  advettad  to  in  the  appUeation  wtueh  I  bad 
then  the  honor  to  make ;  bnt  at  it  wat  known  tku 
they  had  in  &ct  bean  remitted  by  Great  Britain,  the 
AmMiean  Legjelatare,  in  atiict  obaervance  of  tha 
tjnritand  intention  of  the  Convention,  indoded  than 
in  the  aot  paiaed  on  the  3d  of  laat  March,  aathoriwnc 
the  Becretaiy  of  the  Treaanry  to  cause  i^kaymenta  to 
be  made  of  certain  alien  duties.    By  thin  a^  hoit- 
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tita,  it  WW  only  pT«nd«d  that  Iba  atieD  toniug*  dn- 
tiM  leviad  npOQ  Britiah  ■bipi  in  American  poHi  lob- 
■Mjnantly  to  ttw  17th  of  Aagnat,  ISIB,  iboiild  b«  n- 
fondad  -,  whsTBU  tba  Mme  dntta*  l«TUd  opoD  Afflari' 
can  diipB  in  Britiih  port*,  wen  nmitlod  bom  the 
datfl  of  tha  aifaatDn  «  lb*  ConTen^n. 

In  order,  tharafcro,  that  Hi>  MaJMtj'i  niljocta  ma; 
partake  of  tha  hU  bnrafit  of  tbs  i«e^n>city  lotvodid 
bjr  tha  ConmliDD,  I  have  tbe  bonor  to  nqoMt  that 
remianon  maj  abo  ba  made  of  llis  alien  toBDage  do- 
tie*  which  aa<r  Iwie  boon  knad  npoa  Briliab  ihipi  in 
tha  porta  of  tha  Unitad  Sulea  betweva  the  Sd  of  Jnl; 
•nd  (ho  ITth  ef  Aaput,  1S16. 

I  hara  tha  hoBOi  to  b«,  with  tha  highaat  Mnmdua- 
tion,  rir,  Tanr  tnoat  obadiant  humble  aarrant, 

CHABLE8  BAGOT. 

Tbfl  Message  and  commaaicatiDDi  therein  re- 
ferred 10  were  lead,  aod  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tteoD 


SURVIVING    SOUDIERS  OF   THE   BEVOLU- 
TION. 

Tbe  BeoatB  reiuaied,  as  io  Commiilee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoniidetauon  of  the  bill,  ealiiled  "Ad 
act  to  proride  for  cerlaia  sarriTtoy  oEBoera  and 
soldiera  of  ibe  Rerolatiaoary  tttaj^'  tugetfaer 
iriih  tbe  ameodmeais  renoried  thereto,  bf  the 
Conimitice  od  Mililar;  Affairs. 

The  moiioD,  made  resterdajr  bf  Mr.  Crittin- 
DBR,  Io  ameDd  (he  bill  lo  u  to  ioclude  tbe  mili- 
tia of  the  RerolutiaD,  was  firal  nnder  coDiidera- 
liou ;  aDd,  after  aome  debate,  in  wliich  Meairt. 
Otis  asd  Tut  opposed  tha  motioD,  it  was  aeg- 
ktired-^fca  7. 

Mr.  DAsaaTi  projxned  to  attike  out  the  words 
"  marioer  and  marine,"  to  cselode  these  citaaes 
from  the  benefit  of  the  proriaion.  The  motion 
was  snpporled  bv  the  morer  and  bf  Mr.  KiHa; 
«od  opposed  by  Meosta.  Tait,  Eppbs,  and  Bdk- 
BiLL,  and  fiuallf  Joil — ayea  7. 

An  amendmenl  was  then  taken  op,  reported  br 
the  Hiiiiary  Commiilee,  requiring  the  penaioaa 
alreadf  granted  br  the  General  and  Bute  Qof- 
emmeota  to  be  ruinqnished,  to  entitio  an  appli- 
eant  to  the  beneSt  of  tbia  bill. 

Tbis  proposition  prodnced  considembla  diaeni- 
sion,  in  whicb  Meain.  Williams  of  Tennewaa, 
Otis,  Vaiiptk>,Laoook.  Talbot,  Bppaa,GoLDB< 
BOBODoa,  and  Hobbil,  bote  a  pan.  Before  itte 
qneation  was  taken, 

Mr.  Oria  moved  to  atrike  out  the  word  "inea- 
paciuted,"  so  that  no  proof  of  porertr  be  te- 
qoircd.  This  motion  was  adroeated  by  Messrs. 
Otis  and  Daoobtt;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
WiLBOB,  EprEB,  MoBBiL,  and  Talbot — bat,  be- 
fore a  decision  took  ptaee,  the  Sena le  adjourned. 

Wbdhbsdat,  Fcbraarj  18. 
Mr.  Huhtbr  pretented  the  memorial  of  ihi 
Prnident,  Dlreetort,  and  Company,  of  the  Mer- 
«baBis'  Bank,  of  Newport,  Rhode  IsUod,piBying 
tbe  repayment  of  ceiuin  atamp  duties,  for  ~" 
BOBS  stated  ia  ibe  memorial;  wbieb  was 


nd  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Coamerss  sn4 
MaBDraclurei, 

Mr.  IiAcoox  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Wells,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
lompcDsaiion  for  his  aerricea  as  forage-mas- 
»i,  iB  the  years  1779  and  1780,  ai  sUled  in  the 
petition  I  which  was  read,  and  rsfened  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  TeDBcasee,  from  Ibe  Com- 

iitee  on  Military  Affair*,  to  wbom  the  sabicet 

Bs  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  reduce  the  aiaBof 
the  Army;  and  <be  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  HoBBow  presented  the  petition  of  Willisa 
Rector,  sorveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Mis- 
soiui  and  Illinois  Territories,  praying  addiiiosal 
compesMtioB  for  past  aad  fflinra  serTioes,  fee 
reasons  aisled  in  tbe  petition;  which  was  reai, 
alid  referred  to  (he  Committee  oo  Public  Lands. 

On  molioB,  by  Mr.  Cbittbbdbm,  the  Comrait- 

a  on  tbe  Judieiary,  to  wbom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Tbomaa  Hall  Jerrey,  anrveyar  and 
iaapector  for  the  port  of  Charleatoa,  ware  dis- 
charged from  the  forlber  coBaideration  thereof; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Shitb,  ii  was  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  of  Ctaima. 

Mr.  Cbittbhdih,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  wtioia  was  referred  Ibe  bill,  eoiit led 
"An  act  to  provide  for  delivering  up  persons  held 
to  labor  or  service  in  any  of  the  Stales  or  Terri- 
to  rice  who  shall  escape  into  any  other  State  or 
Territory,"  reported  the  same  with  amendmeDls; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLBoiT  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Qamble,  priyiag  eompensaiion  for  certain  aer- 
Tices,  bk  Btaied  in  the  peiitioB ;  whicb  was  read, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  resolutioD,  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
cnrreaee,  was  read,  aud  pissed  to  the  secood 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  wbom 
was  referred  a  sutemeot  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, showing  Ibe  amount  of  duly  wbick 
accrued  on  salt  imported  during  the  years  1815 
and  1816,  and  from  the  1st  of  January  to  tbe  30ih 
of  June,  1817;  ttMciber  with  the  amount  paid 
for  bounty  on  pickled  ftsh  exported,  and  for  al- 
lowances to  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries 
during  thai  period,  wilh  ioEtructioos  lo  inquire 
into  the  eipedieoey  of  lepeating  the  law  laying 
that  duly;  and,  in  eoncorreoce  therewith,  re- 
solved that  it  is  not  expedient  to  repeal  the  law 
tmpoaing  a  duty  on  salt. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Rep resen latins 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasaed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  tbe  compeniaiioni 
of  the  Seereury  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  sad  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  officeij"  id  whicb  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  meniiooed  was  read,  and  passed 
to  theseeosd  resdiog. 

The  Fbbbisbht  commuDiealed  a  report  of  the 
Seereury  of  Wsr,  showing  the  expenditare  of 
the  moneys  appropriated  for  lbs  contii^enl  ex- 
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?tuw  of  the  UiliUry  BMabliBbmeiit  for  the  jeux 
B17;  and  the  Tcporl  mi  read. 
Mr.  Babbocb  rabmiitad  the  followjpg  moiioD 
for  ooDiideration : 

Mttahti,  Umi  the  CoaimiUM  «b  MilitarT  A&ir* 
be  iaatiBelad  to  inqaiie  isle  the  ezpediaiKj  of  abuif> 
ioc  the  node  of  nffljimg  the  trM^  of  the  Dnttod 
Statee  by  oontraet,  ud  mbaliutinB  one  iheapar  end 
moH  eficUnt,  by  wib^actiBf  the  pertiee  UBMUkiag 
that  dnty,  to  ailitary  lew,  in  ewe  of  delinqneney. 


Ur.  ButBons,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
«B*  lefened  the  resolotioB  for  an  amnidraeat  to 
t^  CoBttitniioD  of  the  United  Btates,  in  relatioa 
to  iQteroal  improvements,  reported  the  mtne 
irithoiH  ameBdioeBL 

Ob  motion,  br  Ur.  DiaxEBBon,  the  conudera- 
tion  of  the  recMatios  propoiins  bo  smeodmeat 
to  (he  Conatitaiioa  of  the  Uoued  Siaiea,  ei  it 
Ktpect)  the  eleciioa  of  RepTeMQiKti*eK  in  Coq- 
mn,  and  the  appoiDtmeBt  of  Electors  of  Presi- 
icBt  Bod  Vim  President  of  the  United  BtatcB,  be 
farther  poatponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
dar  fof,  Wednetdar  Bezt. 

RBVOLOnONABT  PATRIOTS. 

The  SeBBle  recomed,  as  iB  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoBtideralion  of  the  bill,  etiiitled  "An 
Bct  to  proTide  for  certain  sutTiving  officers  aod 
aoldiers  of  the  ReTalatiooary  army,"  together 
with  the  amendments  repotted  thereto  by  the 
Committee  on  Military  AtTairs. 

The  coBiideration  of  this  snbiect  again  pto- 
dvced  a  good  deal  of  debate,  chieajr  on  its  detaili 
and  propositions  to  alter  varioaa  fealures  of  the 
bill.  The  discuMtoB  was  condncied  by  Musts. 
Noble,  Otis,  Talbot,  Lacook.  Bubbill,  Eppeb, 
MoBBiLj  QoLDBBOBODQB,  and  Vaa  Dtkb. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  strike  »nt  of  the  first 
section  of  tliB  bill  after  the  word  "  Slates,"  ic 
tenth  line,  the  following  words:  "aod  an 
'  who  hereafter  shall  be,  reduced  to  iodise 
'  and  incapable  of  procuring  Bubsiitence,  ana  who 
'  eball  have  substaatiated  his  said  incapacity,  ' 
'  the  manner  heieioafter  directed;"  and  ioi._.. 
to  said  bill  (be  following  proviso :  "Provided, 
'  That  the  benefits  of  this  act  shall  not  extend  to 
'  aaf  officer  whose  estate,  at  the  time  of  sach  ap- 

'  plicatioB,  is  of  the  value  of dollars,  at  lo 

'  BBf  musician  or  private  soldier,  whose  estate 
'  ihalli  at  the  time  of  his  application  for  i  ' 
'  jwBSion,  be  worth  the  sum  of dollari." 

Mr.  BcBBiLL  called  for  a  division  of  the  qnes- 
tioD,  and  it  was  taken  on  striking  oat  the  words 
proposed,  and  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
lA  nays'" 


nays  18,  as  follows : 


ftorw,  TallHrt,  Vaa  Djk«, 


-  Nats— MewiB.  Sarboor,  DideTSOD,  Bppes,  Giil- 
lard,  Laeock,  Leake,  Hacoo,  Morril,  Morrow,  NoUe, 
~  ■    ■    "    !gl«s,  BanJbrd,  Bmlth,  Tail,  Tsjlor,  Heh- 


Keberta,  Ronlea, 


Od  iBOltOB,  by  Mr.  Wilbok,  the  bill,  as  aamd- 
ed,  wa*  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  tise  of  the  ' 


Tbdrbdat,  Febrnary  19. 

Dahiel  D.  Tohpkinb,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  and  President  of  t^  Senate,  at 
tended,  and  took  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  oT  Tennessea,  from  the  Con- 
mitlceoB  Miliury  AOaira,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  Tegulaiiag  the  m 
and  emolnmania  of  brevet  oficeea;  ana  the  nU 
was  read,  and  paissd  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  TiGBBHDB  tubmitled  the  following  moiiM 
for  BonsideratioQ : 

Saoiud,  That  tke  Preaidoat  tt  the  United  SIsIn 
be  reqaasled  to  inbrm  the  Senate,  what  ra]tu«ii«i 


year,  for  depoutas  of  piaviaions  In  advaaea,  at  tbe 
■everal  pasta  on  the  Urontiers  of  Gewgia  and  in  the 
aJjcAning  Tenitory,  matjiug  the  date  of  soch  »qa»- 
sition,  the  amooDt  of  daponte  reqaiied,  and  by  wlun 

Mr.  Lacoox  presented  ibe  memorial  of  the 
Philadelphia  Irish  emigraai  association,  prayiig 
that  provision  may  be  made  for  gianitBg  lo  ibt 
emigrants  from  lieiaad  a  tract  of  land  in  the  IUk 
Bois  Territory,  on  a  more  extended  credit  thai 
is  now  allowed  by  law;  aod  the  memetial  vas 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri4k 
Laads. 

Ur.  Skith  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
Bailey,  of  Charteeton,  Sooih  CarolioB,  praying  to 
be  allowed  the  amount  payable  by  law  en  ceriwi 
wines,  as  atated  in  the  memorial]  which  vai 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  TicBEMOB  presented  the  petition  of  Johi 
Sargent,  of  Vermont,  prayiag  a  pension,  for  rea- 
sooe  staled  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, aad 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pentioas. 

Mr.  WiLUAMB,  of  Tennessee,  preaealed  tbe  pe- 
tilion  of  David  Tate,  of  Tenncasee,  praying  pay- 
nwDt  for  servieea  as  a  sergeaat  in  the  Revom- 
lioaary  war,  aa  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read, and  referred  to  the  Committee  oaPensioDi. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Major 
Oeaeral  Arthur  Ek.  Clair,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  Mr.  Macok,  it  having   bean 


bv  Mr.  RoBBBTB,  that  the  bill  be  referred  tt  _ 
Committee  on  Pensiona,  with  insimctioBs  to  r» 
dace  the  sum  to  be  allowed  as  a  pension,  so  as 
Bot  to  exceed  that  allowed  by  Ibw  Ma  Lioateaant 
Colonel;  it  was  determiMa  in  tbe  negative— 
yeaa  14,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

Yxia  — McMt*.  Barbanr,  Campbell,  DidteiaM, 
Eppei,  LaeodE,  Leake,  Maeon,  Motiil,  Jtoberti,  Rog- 
glos.  Smith,  Btokttt,  Tichenor,  and  WiUianu  of  Tni- 

Nai>— Messrs.  BnniD,  SaKse<t>  Fromentin,  Gtil- 
lard,  Ooldrirann^  Hsnter,  King,  Morrow,  NoUt, 
Otis,  SanibTd,  Btorer,  Tail,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Tan  Dyke, 
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FjiUOABr,  181& 


Sir.  SmTB  Moved  to  potipirae  tli«  hill  naiil  to- 
laomi  w.— Negitived . 

Mi.  Bmitb  thaa  fl«mm«iKtd  «  aptMh  tgwnx 
the  bill ;  when  an  adjonrDineal  wss  moTM  aod 

Tli«(«Btleqaea  vbe  nrtieipaied  iothed^tete 
on  Um  subject  of  iLia  Dili,  weie  Uenn.  Bpfm, 
Campball,  Ona,  Bab  bod  b^  Nob  lb,  Uobui^ 
Fhowimtiii,  Daositt,  Kino,  Talbot,  Mobkov, 
anil  Vaji  Dtkb. 

Fbidav,  February  20. 

The  Fbuioeht  commoiucated  the  memoiial 
of  the  QoTeruoi  aad  Judges  of  ibe  Xerriloir  of 
Michigto,  praring  that  tbe  booadariT  line  be- 
tweeo  (bat  Terriloif  and  State  of  Ohio  mav  be 
run  and  estkbluhod,  agieeablf  to  tbe  proviaioDi 
of  ib<  ordioaace  of  CoogreM  of  1S17,  aod  of  ib« 
aereral  acu  of  Congiau  heretofore  pasted  upon 
the  aubjecl;  and  IM  laeHiorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Laada. 

Mf.Mouiow  prvteoted  ibe  memorial  of  Joa^ 
than  EUlot,  prayiag  the  paitoiiage  of  CongreH 
for  the  pablicaiion  of  Domesiio  State  Papan; 
Kod  tbe  memorial  w«a  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  od  the  Jadieiarjr. 

Tbe  Senate  resuaMd  the  comideration  of  the 
rep«l  of  the  Committee  on  the  Jaduthtrr,  to 
whom  waa  referred  tbe  meoiorial  of  James  Brob- 
uta,  nuuBbal  of  the  diatrict  of  Pelaware,  prsviog 
for  lODie  additional  compenaalion  to  be  niaae  to 
him;  and  io  coocurreooe  with  the  report,  re- 
aolred  that  tbe  petitioner  bava  leave  to  withdr&w 
hiepetition. 

The  Senate  reutptd  tbe  consideration  of  ibe 
report  of  tbe  Commitiee  of  CUima,  to  whom 
was  referred  tha  oetitioo  of  John  Stockton ;  and 
the  further  conaideratioa  thereof  ma  poMpooed 
until  Tueedar  nesu 

Tbe  Senate  reaumed  the  eonaideralion  of  the 
aolioD  of  the  I8ib  iaalaat,  for  inurooting  the 
Commitiee  oi  Miliiarf  ASiin  to  ioqaire  into 
the  expediency  of  ebaiqiiiig  the  mode  nf  aopplf- 
ioff  the  troopa  of  the  Uaiied  States  by  contract, 
aubstiluting  one  cheaper  and  mote  effieient, 

_i.._..__  .  .._.    iniBrtaking  that  '  " 

of  delinqacDcy 

~Tbe  Senate  reaamed  tbe  ooaaideratioa  of  tbe 
motion  of  the  19tb  instant,  reqtiealiog  iDfotioa- 
tioB  of  what  reqaisititna  were  made  upon  ifae 
contracton,  betvreea  the  first  day  of  June,  1817, 
aad  the  24(b  of  December,  of  tbe  same  year,  for 
dapoHtea  of  prorisioBs  in  adranec,  at  the  several 
puts  on  the  froatiera  of  Oeorgia,  and  in  the  ad- 
joining Tenitory,  apecifyiag  tbe  date  of  aveh  re- 
qniailioa,  the  amoont  of  deposice  required,  and 
by  whom  made.    Wbereapoa, 

Mr.  WiLUAKS,  of  Teaneisee,  tubmitied  the 
fotJoiring  aa  a  sabitiuila  theref(x : 

Rmolotd,  nwt  Ibe  PiMdcnt  of  tiw  United  Blatw 
be  reqaeatad  to  iaftMBt  tbe  Saaata  in  irtiat  partietilai 
"^■arr-  Beqamin  O.  On,  ooBtnetoi,  baa  Ubd  to 
fbmMli  rtliana  agneablj  with  hi>  ootitiaGt  to  Iba 
tnopasfthe  United  StAte^ud  tha  ameant  of  menay 


by  anbjeotlng  the  ^rties  undanaking  that  daiy 

to  miutary  law,  in  case     '   '''' ""' 

agreed  ibaieto. 


qnance  of  inch   Juluna;   adiI,  aIso,  U 

money  AdvAnced  by  Ibe  Goteinment  to  said  Bei^Amia 

O.  On,  At  01  before  the  time  of  said  Isiliuea. 

Oa  molieii  by  Mr.  Ticbxbob.  it  was  agreed 
that  tbe  further  coasideratioa  thereof  ba  post- 
paaed  antil  Monday  nest. 

Mr>  WiLBOR  snbmilted  tbe  following  metioa 
£)t  eoaaideraiioD : 

RttOotd,  That  tbe  PrsMdeiit  of  tbe  United  Stata* 
be  reqoeatad  to  cAnaa  to  be  Uid  befme  the  Saaala  a 
list  of  aU  the  penaio&en  of  tbe  United  Btatei,th«  eiua 
AUnOAllT  pAid  to  CAch,  sod  tbe  Stalo*  or  Territoriee 
in  irhica  the  sAid  pensions  are  it^ectivel;  paid. 

Mr.  NoBLB,  from  tbe  CommitMe  oa  Penaioaa, 
to  whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of  Henry 
Jones,  made  report,  together  with  the  following 
resolation : 

Baakti,  That  tbe  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
diAw  bis  petition. 

Tbe  rMoltuioB  and  report  were  read. 

Tbe  SfBile  reaamed  (be  bill,  entiiled  "Aa  act 
for.tbe  relief  of  Major  General  Anbnr  St.  Clair," 
it  iMTiM  bean  pievioiiely  read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  &»00K  and  Ur.  Uoxbil  spate  ia  oppo- 
sititw  to  the  bill,  aad  Mi.  Kino  in  iusvpport; 
wbei  oa  the  qaeatioa,  "  Shall  tlua  bill  paaaT**  it 
wae  dBMrnined  in  tbaafirgiBiire— yeaa  SLaaya 
laaafollewa; 

TkAS— Heaen, 


row,  Noble,  Otis,  I 


BaniU,  Ciiueadea,  Danett,  Fio- 
loUabmngh,  Hoater.  KiBg.  Hat- 
-...  Kiif^as,  Snfard,  Btekao, 8laiav, 
Tail,  Talbot.  Taylor,  Taa  Oykc  WiUiawa  of  Ten- 
neasee,  and  Wilaoik 

Nat*— MeaBK  Barbour,  Dickamn,  Eppee,  Laoeek, 
Iioaka,  Macon,  MoniO,  Rebata,  Bmil^  uid  Tidiaiuw. 

So  it  waa  resolved,  thai  thia  bill  paas. 

Tbe  UU  to  ledaee  (he  staff  of  the  Amy  was 
read  tbe  eeeond  tine. 

The  bill  entitled  "Aa  aai  fixing  the  aompeaaa- 
tioa  of  tha  SecMtary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  Honac  of  BcpTeaentatirea,  and  of  the  datka 
employed  in  their  effieea,"  waa  read  a  aeeoad 
time,  and  referred  to  a  aelaot  oommittae  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon;  and  Mesaia.  Roubts, 
Daooitt,  and  Fbdimmtui  were  appointed  tka 
committee. 

The  leeoUttien  direoung  the  Jadges  of  the  Bit- 
pieaM  Conn  to  be  fainiabed  with  Waii'a  SlaM 
Papers,  woa  read  a  aeoond  lime,  aad  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Tbe  bill  ragalatiag  (he  pay  and  emelaiaeBts  of 
brevet  officers,  waa  read  the  eecond  time. 

Tbe  Senate  ndjoaraed  to  Ueaday  morniag. 

HoiroAT,  Febmiry  S3. 
Mr.  Storgr  presented  tbe  petition  of  JBCob 
Wendell  and  others,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, owners  of  certain  fiibiog  vessels  which 
were  captured  by  the  Bnlish,  carried  in  and  de- 
lained  in  Nora  Seoua,  piayiig  tbe  nsDalbonply, 
upon  proois  of  tbe  fads,  or  some  other  relief; 
and  tbe  {>eiition  was  read,  aad  referred  to  tbe 
Commitiee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 
WkeieDpoD, 
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Saohei,  That  tin  Contniltee  of  CotnaBrce  ind 
ManDhctarei,  to  Hhoni  wu  Tcferted  the  pelitioD  of 
Jscob  Wmdoll  and  otben,  ownen  of  fithin;  ireawla, 
detainad  in  NoTm  Sootia,  Im  iiulnictcd  to  inqaUa  into 
the  eipediancj  of  proridiiig  bj  law  foi  caw  of  a  aimi' 
■arnatnra. 

The  Seoate  returned  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mlliee  on  P«ii!ions,  to  whom  was  rrfrrred  ihe 
peiitioD  of  Elijah  Rice;  and  the  coatideralioa 
thereof  was  Turiher  postponed   ODlil  Thoredajr 

The  Seoftie  resDined  the  contideratioD  of  th« 
report  of  the  Committee  oa  Penaiooa,  t6  whom 
wu  reffrred  the  petition  of  Hearf  Joom;  sod 
io  eoncnrrenee  therewith,  the  peliiioaer  had  leare 
to  withdraw  hi*  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the'l9lh 
iuBtani,  reque«iiDg  infarmtlion  of  what  reqniEi- 
tioD«  were  made  opon  the  coDttaeiori  for  de- 
poaitc*  of  protisioDs  in  adranee,  at  ihe  leTeral 
poiti  OQ  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  and  io  the  ad- 
joining Territorjr,  together  with  Ihe  auhsiitule 
propoMd  therefor;  and  the  eoDaideratioo  thereof 
waa  pMtponed  until  to-ntorrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  30th  insiaol,  for  requeatiog  a  liat 
ofalllhepeoiiooersoftbe  United  States,  the  lam 
annually  paid  to  each,  and  the  States  or  Terri- 
tories in  which  the  nid  peosiooers  are  respect- 
ivelj  paid;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  CiiTTEKDiti,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
directing  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  to  be 
fornished  with  "Wait's  State  Papers,"  reported 
i(  wilhoni  amendment. 

The  Smate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naral  Aflaira,  to  wnom  were  referred 
(he  memorials  of  certain  officers  of  the  Nary  and 
of  the  Marine  Corps  attached  to  the  Meditem- 
nean  squadron;  and  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  dajr  for,  Thursday  neit. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  eeriaio  surTiviog  officer* 
and  soldien  of  the  RcTolntiooary  army;"  and 
the  bill  having  been  forlber  amended,  the  PkiiI' 
BBRT  reported  it  lo  the  Hrase  accordingly ;  and 
ihe  first  and  second  amendments  having  been 
eoncnrred  io,  tbe  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
wa*  pouponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House,  in  testimony 
of  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Ibe  late  Pa- 
TBKaoM  GoonwrN,  one  of  their  bodv,  from  the 
Stale  of  Virgiaia,  have,  nnanimoualy,  resolved 
to  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 


ToKBDAT,  February  M. 
Mr.  QoLDSHOBOiiaH  presented  the  memorial  of 
John  Adiam,  proposing  to  iotrodoce  the  cultiva- 
tion of  QHiive  grapes,  aod  for  that  purpose  pray- 
ug  the  leaae  of  one  hundred  acres  of  a  poblic 


resetvBiion  of  land  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
the  conditions  therein  esprrsaed  ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  Ihe  Committee  on 
Ihe  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tut, 

Aetolwd,  That  the  Benale,  as  a  testimony  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  Pbtcrsoh  Ooodwyh, 
late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representativea 
from  the  State  of  Virginia,  wilt  go  into  monrn- 
iog,  and  wear  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty 

Mr.  KtHO  presented  the  petition  of  Samnel 
Ward,  of  New  YorL  praying  the  renewal  oft 
final  settlement  certificaie,  which  was  lost  in  thi 
mail,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Tatlob  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Small,  of  Knox  countj,  in  tbe  State  of  Indiana, 

E raying  Ihe  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a  tract  of 
iDQ  in  that  State;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  tbe  Commiilee  on  Fahlic  Lands. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  Jaiae* 
Moore,  of  FenosylTanis,  praying  eompensatioa 
for  services  performed  in  Ine  Revolaiioaary  war, 
as  staled  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  lo  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
Mr.  HoneiiY  presented  ibe  petition  of  John 


Klllgeue,  stating,  that  agreetbly  to  his  c 
with  Joshua  Humphreys,  Esq.,  an  anihorized 
agent  of  the  United  Slates,  be  delivered  Io  him 
a  quantity  of  timber,  for  tbe  purpose  of  bnildiog 
a  seventy-four  gun  ship,  for  wbicb  timber  he  has 
received  no  compensation,  and  praying  relief) 
and  the  petition  was  readj  and  referred  to  tba 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MoBtiow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  esirndiog  the  time  for  obtaining 
military  land  warrants  in  certain  eases;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  MoRBow,  from  the  same  eommfitee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  also  reported  a 
bill  refpectiog  certain  sections  of  land  io  tbe 
Stale  or  Ohio,  reserved  for  the  purpose*  of  reli- 
gion ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  ihe 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wu 
reierted  the  petition  of  John  Blockioo;  and  in 
concurrence  (herewith,  resolved,  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  hit  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  19<h  instant,  requesting  inroroift- 
lion  of  what  requisitions  were  made  upon  the 
contractors  for  deposi  tea  of  provisions  in  advance, 
at  tbe  several  posts  on  the  frontiers  of  Qeorgia 
and  tbe  adjoinias  territory,  togeiber  with  the 
substitute  proposed  therefor;  and  Ihe  said  substi- 
tnte  having  been  withdrawn,  tbe  original  molioo 
was  amended,  and  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Bttohtd,  That  the  President  of  tbe  Uhitect 
States  be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  what 
reqnitiiieB*  were  made  upon  tbe  oonlractort,  be- 
tween tbe  1st  day  of  June,  1817,  and  the  34th  of 
December,  of  the  same  year,  for  deposiiea  of  pro- 
visions in  advRoee,  at  the  aeveral  poais  on  the 
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frontiers  of  GMMrsia,  aai  in  tbe  adjoining  icrri- 
lory,  tpecifring  tbe  <lat«  of  nob  requnition,  tbe 
smonnt  of  depoaite  rrcoired,  and  by  wbota  tnadp. 
And  also  tbe  pariicufar  Inslaoeei  in  which  B. 
Q.  Orr,  eontnetor,  hai  Tailed  to  rarniih  rations 
■grerably  to  bis  eootrael ;  the  amounl  of  monejr 
adranced  bf  tbe  OoremmeBt  for  soppiiet  io  con- 
sequence of  inch  failares;  and  bIm>  tbe  amoont 
of  maoey  adraneed  by  tbe  OoTernmeot  lo  Mid 
B.  a.  Orr  *(  or  before  ibe  time  of  mid  failures ; 
asd  aUo  to  fomiih  the  Senate  with  a  copy  of  (he 
article*  of  contract  entered  into  with  (be  Mid  B. 
O.  On,  for  sapplrin^  tbe  ermy  onder  the  com- 
Bwnd  of  Oeneral  Qaine*  wiib  proTisioiM. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  eontideration  of  tbe 
notion  of  ibe  SSd  inatattl,  for  iintraeiiog  Ibe 
Ooeiniiti««  of  Cammerce  and  HanDfaclures  la 
.  inqtiire  into  the  expedieney  of  providing,  by  law, 
for  ease*  of  fisbinf  vcsaeli  being  detained  in  Nova 
Seoila  ;   mai  agreed  tbereio. 

Mr.  BonniLL  gave  notice  ibat  to-norrow  be 
sboold  ask  leave  lo  bring  in  n  bill  io  addition  to 
an  «ct  to  promote  the  prograM  of  neefai  arts. 

Tbe  Senate  resniDed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  to  provide  for  certain  sor- 
Tiviog  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary 
■rmy  -,  and  tbe  fiwiber  cans idera lion  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Toe  Senate  resooiedj  as  io  Cooamittee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  eoosideration  of  tbe  bill  recpeciing 
tbe  transponatiao  of  persoou  of  color  for  Mle,  or 
to  be  held  10  labor;  and  the  farther  consideration 
thereof  wa*  poilpooed  antil  to-morrow. 

Tbe  fvllowtag  UesMge  was  received  from  ibe 
PaBainaiiT  of  tsb  Urited  8ti.tes  : 
To  f  Ac  SauOe  of  the  UrtUed  Slaiu  .- 

In  compUuiea  wiib  &  raolatioa  of  ths  Seaata,  re- 
^nerting  ms  to  cans*  to  be  tud  baibre  them  a  itat*' 
ment  of  all  the  arms  and  accoatrements  ivhicti  baTB 
been  msnaraetiiTed  at  ^e  difleient  armoriu  of  the 
United  Statea,  with  the  coat  of  each  aland ;  and  lh« 
nnmbai  delivered  to  each  Stale  leapectirely,  nodoi 
the  set  fM  armingr  the  whole  body  of  militia,  I  now 
Iranaait  ■  lepoit  fhnn  lbs  Secntan  of  War,  wiih  the 
decnmente BMifced  A,  B,and  C,  which,  togethei  with 
a  report  u>  him,  fron  the  Ordoaoce  department,  con- 
tains the  bribtmalioii  required. 

JAMBS  HONROB. 
WMHiHefoi,  Feb.  S3,  ISIS. 
The  Message  and  accompaaying  reports  and 
documeals  were  read. 

The  following  Meuage  was  also  received  from 
the  Pbesidbnt  op  tbi!  Uditbo  Statm: 
T»  the  Senate  of  the  VnUtd  SloUt ! 

in  compKanee  with  a  resolotion  of  the  Banale  of 
the  I9lb  Jannaiy,  1818,  reqneatlng  infiirmation  of 
msamrea  which  have  been  taken  in  ponnanoe  of  so 
mnch  of  the  act  to  antfaoriM  the  appmntmsnt  of  a  am- 
veyor  for  lands  la  the  oorlhera  put  ef  tho  Miaaiaa^ 
Taifitory,  paaaad  the  Sd  of  Manh,  IBIT,  as  nlalaa  to 
the  reaanatian  «f  earlain  aaelions  ferthe  pwvsae  ef 


Ujinj  0 


lisUllB  tawBS  then 


report  tism  tbe  Secrataiy  of  the  Ti 
wUcb,  with  the  lattan  and  cbarta  lafened  to  In  i^ 
osntaioa  all  the  infarmation  which  ia  deairaj, 

JAMBS  MONSOS. 
WMUxarex,  FA  39, 1818, 


mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Seoaie  reaumed,  as  io  Committee  of  ibo 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  ao  act  approved  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1617,  eoiitled  "An  act  to  eaublisb  a  separate  Ter- 
ritoiial  government  fur  the  easitrn  part  of  tho 
MiHissippi  Territory,"  together  with  ibeainend- 
menta  reported  ihereio  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  ;  aod  the  amqndmeais  having  be«a 
agreed  to,  the  Pbhidbht  reported  tbe  bill  to  th« 
House  accordinglv,  aod  ibe  ameodmeni*  being 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  lobe  ragroasM 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conmiitee  of  tbo 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  reaolDtiMi  fn- 
viding  for  the  dinribution  of  the  iih  volume  of 
the  Laws  of  ihe  Uoiled  Slates,  and  the  further 
coBsideratioD  thereof  was  poNponed  notil  Moa- 
datr  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbbll,  ike  Committee 
OD  the  Public  Lands  were  instrtKted  to  ia<|airv 
iolo  the  expediency  of  enlarging  tbe  distriet  of 
the  purveyor  of  tbe  lands  io  loe  nortbera  ^1  of 
the  Alabama  Territory  and  Stale  of  Mississippi, 
and  of  iocreasiog  his  preacot  eotapeosaiion ;  au 
alio  i  a  to  [ha  expediency  of  reserving  from  sato 
certain  aectioos  of  laeda  in  the  Alawma  Terri* 
lory,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  laying  oni  and  establisk- 
ing  towns  ibeieoo. 

Mr.RoBBBTB  pteacDted  tbe  ratmortHl  of  Rich- 
ard  U.  WLlcocka,  of  ihe  ciiy  of  Pbiladdphia, 
praying  for  the  renewal  of  Ibe  register  of  a  ew- 
tain  ship  Augoaius,  for  reasons  siaied  ia  the  ne- 
moiial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the 
Cummiilee  on  Conmtcrec  and  Maoufactarea. 

The  Beoaic  resumed,  a*  io  Commiiiee  of  tlw 
Whole,  ibe  eoosideration  of  tbe  resolutloo  for 
tbe  further  diiiribuiiou  of  cerlaio  publie  docit- 
meats;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  waa 


Whole,  Uie  coniideraiion  of  tbe  resolution  for  aa 
amendment  to  the  Coosiiiution  of  tbe  United 
Slates  in  relation  to  inlernal  improvements,  and 
the  further  consideration  ibeieof  was  poslpoacd 
until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Bensle  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  Ihe  purchase  aod  dialribuiion  of  tUe  Laws  of 
the  United  Biaies;  aod  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wii.- 
LiAHs,  of  Tennessee,  ii  was  referioo  to  a  select 
committee,  aod  Mr.  Williahb,  of  Teonetsee, 
Mr.  RoBBiTa,  and  Mr.  Wii.bon  vera  appointed 
the  commiiiee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comraitiee  of  the 
Wbolp,  the  coosiderailoo  of  the  bill  for  adjuiiing 
tbe  claims  tiTlaod,  aod  esinblisbiaic  land  officei 
in  the  districts  east  of  the  Island  of  New  Orleans; 
aod  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post* 
poneJ  until  Monday  next. 

Tbe  Bmaie  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  eonsitlcraiiun  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  fui  the  relief  of  John  Aodersoo;"  ud  the 
further  consideraiioD  thereof  was  poHpgnod. 
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Winf  BMUT,  Febrmrf  36. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  from  the  CDminiicee  on  Ptiblie 
Laod*,  to  whom  ihe  subject  vna  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  adjust  ifae  claims  to  lots  io  the 
towQ  of  ViDeennes;  uti  for  the  nl«  of  ibe  land 
appropriated  ae  a  common,  for  the  om  of  the  In- 
faabitaoia  of  the  laid  town ;  and  the  bill  wm  retd, 
and  patted  id  the  second  retdiog. 

Mr.  RoaflSTB,  fram  ibe  aommiitee  to  whom 
was  r«fen«d  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the 
eonpeiMation  of  the  Secratarf  of  the  Senate  and 
Ckrk  of  the  Hoate  of  ReprateDtaiiTes,  and  of  the 
clnka  employed  ia  their  offices,"  re[>orted  the 
tame  with  ameDdiaeDii,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  Joint  Librarr  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  WH  referred  the  memorial  of 
Tkomaa  B.  Wail,  and  Sods,  made  repon,  aceom- 
ptDted  by  a  bill,  antfaoristing  a  aubacriptioa  for 
the  elereaih  Toloma  of  State  Papers;  anit  tbe 
repon  and  bill  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  mc- 
ond  reading. 

Hr.  SAtrroRD  preaeeied  the  petition  of  John 
TVevp,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  prariag  the  r«- 
nimoR  of  the  forfeitore  of  a  vessel  lud  eai^o, 
eondeoiDed  for  a  riolation  of  the  laws  of  tbe 
United  Btatei,  for  reaeoas  suted  in  the  petition ; 
whieli  wae  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
ofCJaimi. 

The  bill  exicnding  the  tinw  for  obtaining  mili- 
tarr  land  warraau  la  certato  eases,  was  read  tbe 
second  time. 

The  bill  teapeoting  certain  sections  of  land  io 
tbe  State  of  Ohio,  reiernd  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
l^oa,  waa  read  the  second  time. 

A  menage  from  tbe  House  of  Representatires 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hire  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  maUnf  appropriaiionafor 
Ike  sapporl  of  tbe  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  for 
Ibe  vear  1818;"  and  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
fbr  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  disiriet  court 
for  tbe  district  of  Virginia ;"  in  which  bills  ibey 
icqoett  the  eoncurreoce  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  neotiooed  were  read,  and 
severallr  passed  to  ihe  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  amend  an  act,  approred 
tbe  3d  daf  of  Mareh,  1817,  euiitled  "An  act  to 
eitablish  a  separate  Territorial  goTernmeni  for 
the  eastern  pan  of  the  Uistissippt  Territory,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  Senate,  agreeablr  to  tbe  order  of  the  day, 
resnroed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  (be  con- 
sideraiioQ  of  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  tbe  Conaiiimion  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  election  of  Representatires  in  Con- 
gresBj  and  the  appointment  of  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  oh  motion  \>f  Mr.  Dickibsoii,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  ibe  daf  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  Ibe  consideration  of  Ibe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Israel  Smith ;"  and  ne  amend- 
ment baring  been  made  thereto,  the  Presidbnt 
reported  the  bill  to  the  Honse;  and  the  considet- 
Rtion  thereof  waa  further  postponed  UDlil  to- 
moirow. 


Mr.  BnuiLi.  asked  and  obtained  la«T«  U>  bring 
in  a  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  protooie  the  progreM  of  the  ntefut  arts ;"  and 
the  bill  was  twice  read,  by  ooanimona  consent 
aad  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  waa  re- 
ferred, on  the  lltb  instant,  the  bill  to  prfMOoM  the 
progress  of  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  tlte  acn 
beretofore  made  for  that  purpose. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  lu  Committaa  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  iocicase 
Ibe  salaries  of  the  judKo*  of  th«  circuit  cotwt  fee 
tbe  Disuict  of  CalumMa,  and  the  blank  baring 
been  filled  with  "  500,"  the  Pssmhkt  reponcd 
the  bill  to  the  Hooaej  and  it  was  otdeead  to  be 
engroeeed  and  toad  a  third  time. 

Hi.  Laoook  preaeoled  tba  aenorial  of  CbarUa 
Biddte,  aad  oibers,  a  comasiltee  oa  beWTof  tbe 
snrtiring  olBcen  of  the  ReTolutioaary  ArBoy, 

ning  an  equitable  seitleRieoi  of  the,  half  paf 
ife,  as  promised  bjr  the  reaolres  of  Conytwaa; 
aid  the  memorial  wa*  read,  aad  releired  to  Itie 
Committee  oo  Miliury  Afiairi. 

Mr.  RoBRRTR  pieaented  iba  mcnoriaL  of  Aa- 
thonr  Chardon,  and  other*,  of  FhiUdelBtua,  BMiBii- 
faelurere  of  paper  hangings,  prariog  that  r  apeei- 
fic  dutjr  lORf  be  laid  on  each  piece  of  paper,  and 
each  piece  of  border,  ia  lien  of  tbe  pment  ad 
ralorem  dutf,  and  the  itnraorial  waa  read. 

Hr.  NoBbB  preaenied  the  paiiUoa  of  William 
Hill,  and  others,  citizens  of  Knox  eoanif,  in  tlw 
State  of  Indiana,  ptafiog  compcatation  for  pro- 
perljr  deslrofed  bj  lie  troops  in  the  sarrioe  of 
(be  United  Smtes ;  and  the  petition  waa  read,  aad 
rafcrred  to  the  Committee  of  Claiais. 
SURTIVmC  REVOLUTIONARY  SOLDtBIEB. 

The  Senate  reeumed  consideration  of  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  surviving 
officeti  and  soldiers  of  the  Rerolationaiy  Armf." 

On  moiion  by  Mr.  Lacook  to  strike  out  of  (he 
amendment  agreed  to,  a«  tn  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  see.  1,  line  13,  after  "thereof,"  "or  foi 
tbe  (erm  of  two  jreais,"  il  was  determined  ia  the 
■ffirRMiire— jreas  18,  aays  13,  at  follows: 

Yau  — MesM.  Baibow,  Campbell,  Ui^^ataWB, 
Gppes,  FroBsntin,  King,  Lacook,  Leaka,  Maoofc 
Momnr,  Roberts,  Bsnfeid,  Saulh,  Stekse,  Tayte 
Tiehaaor,  Willian*  of  MissiMppi,  and  WilUsniB  d 

Nats— Mesar*.  BniriU,  Ciittenden,  Goldsboroa^ 
HoTsej,  Haatet,  Moiril,  Noble,  Otis,  Ragglaa,  Storer, 
Tait,  Telbot,  and  Van  D;ke. 

On  moiion  bjr  Mr.  Camfbeli.,  to  ini«r(  in  Uea 
of  the  wordt  striclieti  out,  ilie  following:  "or 
'  during  the  whole  term  for  which  ibey  woe 
'  engaged,  unless  they  were  discharged,  or  left 
*  the.  serriee  through  some  derangement  of  tbe 
'  Army,  or,  in  consequence  of  their  disability,  le- 
'  sigiMd  their  commissions,  or  were  in  aapttritf 
'  or  on  parole  tintil  the  close  of  the  Ravolntiea* 
'ary  war;"  it  was  determined  in  Ihe  itegaiive— 
yeas  10,  nays  31,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Ksnn.  Barfanu,  Campbell,  Dic^MO. 
Eppes,  Letka,  Haeon,  Olia,  BniA,  Sloket,  aad  WD- 


DigilizcdbyCoO^Je 


221 


HiaioRT  OF  ooNerass. 


nt 


Suninng  Q0utr»  iiftke  BevobOwa. 


On  nolioa  hj  Mr.  Talbot,  to  iiuefl,  in  lieu  of 
the  wofda  tttioKD  oat,  tha  foUowinci  "  or  foe  ike 
term  of  niDe  monttii,  or  longer,  it  knj  pariod  of 
the  war,"  ii  was  deKrinined  in  the  ■mrmaii*^— 
jeaa  16,  DSTs  1&,  as  folloMa: 

Ybai— Hmx.  BaihMT,  Bqnll,  GUttMtdM,  Eppw, 
Fromentiii^  O^Udrixvongh,  Honej,  HuUn,  Liaka, 
Hkcon,  MtRiilt  Otic,  Smith,  StiAo,  Sloira,  and  Talbot. 

ICat  >— Mmoi.  Cunpbell,  Dickuton,  OaSUrd,  King, 
Lacnck,  Monoir,  Nobla,  Robtiti,  Rnnl««,  Tait,  Taj- 
lor,  TidMoor,  Tan  Djlu,  Wmtana  sT  MiMiti^l,  and 
WinUnt  rfT^aawti. 

The  bill  lw*ing  been  farilicr  amended — 

On  mo(i«B  hf  Mr.  Cahphll,  (hu  it  be  re- 
oom milled  to  the  CmnmUlce  on  Hiti»ry  Affairi; 
"  wiib  inaWMiioBi  to  eoBftma  the  mlea  nnd  repi- 
btioDi  lo  be  obaerT«d  in  sabataatiBtiBg  a  claim 
10  a  peotioD,  and  f  ranting  the  tame,  uodcr  ibb 
net,  as  iar  aa  siroamaiBiMe*  will  adniil,  w  tbaie 
which  are  prescribed  for  obtaloiBs  pwainn*  uader 
the  act  of  CoBsreaa,  of  lOtb  Apnl,  1S06;"  ft  wax 
detarmiBcd  in  the  DcgBiire— jma  8,  najra  M,  Ba 
followa: 

Yua~Maaan.  Barbenr,  Campball,  JHckeraon.  L» 
eoek;  Hacoa,  Mosmnv,  Boitarta,  and  Bmlth. 


Promantai,  QadlanL  OtfUtborwigbt  Horaer,  Hnstar, 
KiiW,  Leaka,  Mwril,  KoUe,  (Ma,  Btwiea,  Slakaa, 
IRoiet,  Tart,  Talhot,  Ta^loT,  lUianar,  Van  Drka, 
WiUiama  ofMiiriiripgi,  and  WiUiaw  of  Taaaiaaaa. 
The  SeMte  adjonraed. 

Tborsday,  February  26. 

Hemrt  Iobksoh,  appointed  a  Seotlor  bjr  the 
IjegisUture  of  the  State  of  Loaiaiana,  to  sopplr 
the  vacancy  occasioned  bv  (he  death  of  the  late 
William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  produced  hia 
credeniiala,  was  qoaliSed,  add  he  took  bis  neat  in 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  RoBBBTa,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
HiU.  and  others,  iahabitaDiK  of  the  city  of  New 
Tork,  and  town  of  Salem,  made  a  report  accom^ 
panied  by  the  following  resuluiioa ; 

Maohtd,  niat  liie  pnjor  of  the  patitiABera  oaght 
not  to  be  sraDled. 

The  rvjMtt  and  reiolation  were  read. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Noblx,  the  CoBBiliee.oB 
PenaiotM,  to  whom  waa  i^erred  the  peiitioo  of 
Daiid  Tate,  of  Tenoeaaee,  ware  diaeharged  from 
the  further  coosideraiion  thereof. 

Tbe  Senate  reaomed  (he  eonaideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Cominitiaa  on  Naval  Afikira,  to 
whom  wurrferred  the  menoiiil  of  cetUiin  offi- 
ceraof  tbe  Nary,  aitd  also  the  memorial  of  certain 
officera  of  the  Marine  Corps,  attached  to  the  Ued- 
ilerraaean  aqnadron  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr, 
Babbodb,  (he  farther  coniidention  thereof  waa 
postponed  to,  sod  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
next  Monday  week. 

The  Senate  reanmed  the  coaiidefBtion  of  the 
report  of  tbe  CommlUee  on  Peoaiou^  to  whom 


waa  rafnrred  Ike  pttitioD  of  Elijah  Riee;  and  ia 
concorrenca  tberewilh,  the  peti  tin  tier  had  lean 


to  wilbdraw  his  pelitioa. 


._  .  .  .  to  adinat  slaima  to  lota  in  tbe  lowa  of 
Vincennea,  and  for  the  aale  of  land  appropriated 
aa  a  common,  for  the  nae  ef  the  iahBbitanta  oC 
the  said  town,  waa  read  ibe  second  lime. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  aubscriptioo  for  the 
elcTenth  volume  of  State  Papera,  waa  read  (ha 
second  lime. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  alleriDg  the  tima 
for  holding  tbe  district  court  for  the  diatiict  ef 
Tirgiuia,"  waa  read  the  aceoad  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Commiiiee  on  ihe  Judiciary.* 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  ''An  aot  maKing  apprepna- 
tiooa  for  the  luppoit  of  the  Nary  of  the  Uniiad 
Statet.  for  the  year  1818,"  waa  read  (he  aeeood 
time,  and  referred  to  the  CMamittea  on  Naval 
Afiiura. 

The  bill  to  iocrease  (be  salaries  of  (he  jndgea 
of  the  circuit  court,  for  Ihe  Diatrict  of  Columbia, 
waa  read  a  third  time,  aad  paaaed. 

eUHVIVIN a  BinrOLUTIONARr  SOLDIEBS. 

The  Scnala  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "Aa  ae(  to  provide  for  certain  tor- 
vivlag  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  RevolttUoaary 
Army." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  to  add  to  tbe  pro- 
viso Bs  afflended  to  (he  Srat  section  of  the  bill, 
line  twenty-third,  after  "  laws,"  tbe  following, 
"  of  the  United  Suteii,  or  of  any  individual  Stale?* 
it  wha  determined  in  the  afBrraaiiTe— yeas  17, 
naya  16,  as  follows : 

y  NAB — MeaaiB.  Barbour,  Kakeneu,  £ppee,  Laeocft. 
Leake,  Macon,  Hotiil,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Rngglea, 
Satiih,  Slorar,  Tai^  Tfiylor,  Tieheaer,  WiUiaMs  of 
Taone      "    —'  '"---- 

Nai 

gett,    Frsmantin,    

Unnte^  Johnaon,  King,  Otia,   Stokea,  Talbol,  Van 
Dyke,  and  WUEania  of  Maseachnaetta. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  QoLnnBOBoDOB,  to  strike 
out  Ihe  proviso  to  the  &ra  aection  of  the  bill, 
amended  as  foUowi: 

"  Prottided,  No  person  ahall  be  entitled  lo  the  pr» 
viiteiMof  thk  act,  nntil  he  Aall  have  lellnqnlaheil  hia 
claim  to  eveir  peadoo  herelefora  allowed  him  by  the 
Uwt  of  the  United  State*,  or  of  any  hidindnal  State." 

It  waa  determined  in  the  negative— yeaa  10, 
naya  21,  as  followa: 

YsAs — Meaara.  BamO,  Fromentia,  Ooldeboroogh, 
Bnntar,  Johnson,  Monil,  Oti*,  Tkhanor,  Van  Dyke, 
and  WiUiama  of  MUsaqiEn. 

NAia— Mena.  Barbovr,  Critlaodan,  Daggett,  Oiok- 
arson,  Eppes,  Gaillerd,  Horaay,  Lacook,  Leake,  Maoen, 
Mocraw,  Roberta,  8nitb,  Stekee,  Btorer,  Tait,  Talbot, 
Tajloi,  Williams  of  Tennemee,  and  WUeon. 

Tbe  bill  having  been  farther  ameoded,  on  tha 
qucatioo,  "  Shall  (he  ameadmenta  be  engrosMd, 
and  (he  bill  be  read  a  third  lime,  ai  emended  V* 
it  was  deiermined  in  the  affirms  (i  re— yeae  83, 
nays  8,  as  follows : 

YiAA— Hasars.  BturiU,  Ciittendsn,  Daggett,  Eppe^ 
Fromanlin,  OaiUard,  Qiddaborongb,  Hoiaey,  Hnnler, 
i  JriuiBOB,  King,  Leake,  Monii  Otia,  Ratllee,  Stokes, 
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Sum,  Tiit,  Talbot,  Tiohenor,  Van  Djka,  Williani 


of  New  York,  . 
iller,  stating  in*t  be  wma  put  on  the  peoijoa  list 
or  the  United  States,  to  eommeace  on  the  10th 
daf  of  Jaly,  1811,  aod  priving  ■  peDBJoo  from 
tba  coDcluiioD  of  tbr  RcrofutionBrf  war,  up  to 
Ihtt  time,  for  reitons  slated  io  the  memorial; 
wbicfa  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coannitlee 
on  PensioDi.  * 

After  the  coDti deration  of  Exeeiiti*e  boiinMs, 
(be  Senate  adjourned  to  II  o'eloeir,  to-morrow 
norniDg;  to  which  time  ibeieveraloidersof  the 
day  were  poitponed. 

PstDAT,  Febrnarr  87. 

Mr.  Babboor,  from  tbe  eommillee  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  promote  the  ^progress  of  the  useful 
arts,"  reported  tbe  ume  with  amendments  which 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
veport  of  tbe  Committee  of  ClaimB,  to  whom  was 
referred  ihe  peiiiioo  of  William  Rill,  and  otberi ; 
Bod  the  farlfaer  coniideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Taesdar  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioo  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Israel 
Smith  j"  and  it  passed  lo  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  restimed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  respecting  tbe  traDiporiation  of 
persons  of  color,  for  sale,  or  to  be  held  to  labor ; 
■nd  the  consideration  thereof  was  furiber  post- 
poned to,  and  made  tbe  order  of  tbe  day  for,  Hon- 

Tbe  Senate  reeumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  compsDsation  of  certain  Judges  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  further  cousidera- 
lioD  thereof  was  postponed  until  next  Monday 
week. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  auihoriEe 
ibe  CBtablisbment  of  Na*al  Depots  and  dock- 
yards; and,  after  debate,  the  farther  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Babboor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wot  referred  the  bill  to  promote  the  progress  of 
useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  tbe  acts  heretofore  made 
for  that  purpose,  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read. 

The  amendments  to  the  1»1I,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  provide  for  certain  survi*ing  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolotionar;  Arm;,"  having  been 
raporied  by  the  committee,  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as  amended,  and 

Tbe  Senate  reitimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioa  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  to  provide  for  delivering  op  persons  heM  to 
labor  or  service  in  any  of  the  Siatea  or  Territo- 


ries, who  shall  escape  into  any  other  State  or 
Territory,"  together  with  the  amendiufnli'  re- 
ported ifaerelo,  by  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary; and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  further  consideratioo  thereof  was  posipoBed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday 
next. 

HoKDAT,  March  2. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

whom  yas  referred  tbe  petition  of  David  Baily, 
made  a  report,  aeeompanied  by  the  following 
resolution : 

Eaohud,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioiwr  on^ 
not  lo  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  cominittee,  to 
whom  wasreferted  the  petition  of  Martin  Dobba, 
also  made  a  report  accompanied  by  the  ftMomiag 
resolutioo : 

Semthtd,  That  the  prayer  of  die  petitianeT  ongbt 
not  to  be  grantad. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  TiORanoH  preeenied  Ihe  petiiioa  of  Daniel 
Pettibone,  of  Fhiladelphia,  prating  the  renewal 
of  his  patent  right  for  certain  improvements  ja 
preparing  and  welding  cast  iteeL  He  also  pr»- 
sented  another  petition  of  the  aaid  Daaiel  Petti- 
bone la  behalf  of  himself,  Ezekiel  Chapman,  and 
Juaiah  Nieholls,  on  tbe  same  snbjeci;  and  (ha 
petitions  were  read,  and  respectively  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  (he  Uib 
of  last  month,  the  bill  to  promote  (he  progress 
of  useful  arts,  and  lo  repeal  the  acts  heretofore 
made  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Jones  and  others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  the  adoption  of  measDres  to  obtain  tbe 
liberation  of  Richard  W.  Meade^^an  American 
citizen,  illegally  confined  by  the  Government  of 
BpaJD  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  tbe  Cumoittee  on  Foreign  Relaiioos. 

The  bill,  entiiled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 
Israel  Smiih,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Agreeably  to  the  special  order  of  the  djiy.  tbe 
Senate  resumed  as  in  Commiiiee  of  tbe  Whole, 


States,  aa  it  respects  tbe  election  of  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  and  (be  appointment  of  Elect- 
ttnaf  President  and  Vice  Prcsideot  of  the  Uni* 
led  Stales;  and, on  motion  by  Mr.  WiLUAua.of 
Tennessee,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Wednesday  next. 

Mi.  JoaiiaoM  preMDted  tbe  memorial  of  Ihe 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  praying  that  no  law  may  pass  sub- 
jecting to  sale  the  commons  of  Ihe  said  ei'iy, 
which  have  always  been  reserved  fortbeuaeor 
the  public  ;  and  tbe  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


Mr.  T^tiBOT  presenied   the  memorial  of  the 
il  Asiembly  of  Kentucky,  on  the  snbjeci 


of  the  boundary  line  between  tba'i  Suie,  and  (he 
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Sbhats. 


Siaie  of  TeDoeasee  j  and  ifae  memoriil  wb«  read, 
and  referied  to  ihe  Commiiiee  oa  tbe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  JoBHsoH  prewDted  Ihe  pelirioa  of  An- 
thoay  Gale,  a  major  in  the  Marine  Corps,  pray- 
ing compenaaitoD  for  aervicM  performed  ai 
muiiary  agent,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  whie 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiilee  c 
Claims. 

The  foUoffiog  Mesaage  was  reecired  ftoio  ih 
PitEsttkBNT  OF  THE  UmTBD  Btatbb  : 
To  the  Senate  aad  Wftue  of 

RtpruettaHaa  of  the  Vaited  SlaUt  .- 

The  CommiiBoiiara  oftha  two  Goranmunbi^  and* 


the  fonrdt  article  of  tha  TtMt;  of  Qhenl,  having 
to  a  deciawn  apon  As  gneitioni  aabmitted  to  tham,  I 
laj  bcbre  CanTreM  copica  of  that  daciiioii,  together 
with  eopiei  of  the  dedaration  signed  and  reported  by 
the  CommieNODen  of  thi*  OoTemment. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WaaariaTOi,  Feiniary  U,  1818. 

The  Message  and  aceompaDyiDg  documeota 
were  read. 

FUGITIVE  SLATES. 

Agreeably  to  the  special  ordei  of  the  day,  the 
Senate  resnaed,  as  in  Commirtee  of  the  Whole, 
the  eondderatiaa  of  the  bill  rnpectinK  the  trans- 

Sartation  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  or  to  be 
eld  to  labor,  and  the  bill  haviog  been  amended, 
the  Pbcbiobrt  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly J  and,  on  ibe  qaestioo  to  agree  to  the 
ameadmeni  madias  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  strike  out  the  6th  section  of  Ihe  bill,  amended 
as  follows : 

•■  Sac.  6.  And  be  il  yWMsr  matted,  That  no  per- 
son aball  tiaBsBort  «r  conTejr  bj  land,  fiwm  one  Slate 
to  anotbsr.  oi  from  one  State  or  Tanibny  to  another, 
aoj  neCTOee,  m^stlOM,  or  peiMne  of  oaler,  fat  the 
purpose  tf  sale,  nithont  Ar*t  (Bcording  tbs  name,  sga, 
s«z,  color  and  stature  a£  tnij  sooh  negro,  mnlaUo, 
or  peiBon  of  e<dor,  in  the  office  of  the  court  of  the 
countj  where  such  negro,  ntolaUo,  or  paiaon  of 
color  last  resided,  together  with  his  own  ttame  and 
place  of  residence.  And  sny  petaon  who  shall  at- 
tampt,  or  b«  engaged  in  the  tranaportation  or  eim- 
Tsjanca  by  land  of  anj  negro,  mulatto,  or  person 
of  color,  as  aforeMld,  without  Biat  making  the  record 


u  made,  diatl  be  the  only  etidence,  shall  Ibrftit  and 
pay  one  Uumaand  dOhn  fer  each  and  erery  negro, 
mntatto,  or  person  of  odor  thai  attempted  to  be  trana- 
poted  or  eonT^ed  by  land,  one  mtriot;  thereof  to  the 
ma  of  the  United  Sutea,  the  odm  to  any  person  or 
parsons  who  dull  sve  for,  and  niiieai  ulu  Ibe  woe  to 
s&ct,  in  any  Mnrt  of  tha  United  StMas  hating  juiia- 
diEiioD  theieoC" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmaijf  e — yeas  23, 
Days  6,  as  foUows ; 

IBU — Maaara.  Baiboui,  Crittenden,  Emms,  Fro- 
nenlin,  Gullud,  UnnUr,  Johnsan,  King,  Leaks,  Ms- 
oon,  Morril,  Oiia,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Blorw,  Tait, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Tichanor,  Van  Dyke,  Wil&ams  of 
Miansaippi,  and  WiUianu  of  Tonntiain 

Nats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Oold^rongh,  Horsey,  tity 
Ua,  Roberta,  and  RuggLsa, 

On  moliou  by  Hr.  Talbot,  the  further  eoo- 
aidatkUoa  of  tha  bill  wa*  paatpooed  aottl  Friday. 
15th  CoH.  1st  Seat.— 6 


TDEauai,  March  3. 

Mr.  TaiT,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entiiied  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  for  the  year  1818," 
repotted  the  sarae  wiihoat  amendment. 

Mr.  Daooett  eommunicaied  the  instructions 
of  the  Legi»lature  of  the  Stale  of  Conneelieat, 
to  the  Senators  aod  RepreseDiaiives  of  that 
Stale  iu  Cougress,  to  use  their  efforts  to  procure 
lo  be  establisEed,  within  the  limits  of  said  State, 
B  oaTal  yard  and  depot,  and  the  iaslruclions  were 
read,  and  laid  on  Qle. 

Mr.  Talbot  eommnnicated  a  resoluiioa  of  th4 
Legislature  of  Ibe  Slate  of  Kentucky,  reqaest- 
ing  the  Senaior*  and  Rspreaen  la  tires  ol  that 
Stale  in  Congress  to  use  their  exertions  to  pro- 
cure the  exiioguiahmeat  of  Ihe  ladian  title  lo  all 
lands  in  that  CommonweaUh:  WhereupoD, 

Mr.  Talbot  submilled  the  following  motion 
for  eoDsideraiion : 

AasoJ^  That  a  asleet  eoasBUtlea  be  appointed  ta 
inqnire  into  the  espedianey  of  adopting  soaaa  mesi 
nrsa  proper  fer  the  speedy  azIiiiffniMMaent  of  Iba  L 


by  the 
Tenoesaee,  Ohio,  and  MiisisaipDi  riicrs,  and  the  Tan< 
State  lioa ;  and  that  soon  committee  hare  teaTe 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  Committee  on  Publio 
Lauds,  10  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Joho  Small,  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  pasted  to  the  second  remding. 

Mr.  CHiTTEMnsN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  ihe  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holclinc  the 
district  court  for  the  district  of  Virginia,"  re- 
ported the  same  wiihani  amendment. 

Mr.  UoBBow,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  repMt- 
edabill  allowing  additional  salary  and  clerk  hire 
to  the  surveyor  for  the  Illinois  and  Missouri 
Territories,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  the  hill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  tsading. 

Hr.  WiLUAMB,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
miiioe  on  Public  Lands,  to  wliem  the  enbjcet 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  sur- 
veyingand  sale  of  Ihe  public  lands  in  the  Ala- 
bama Territory  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  puaed 
lo  Ihe  second  reading. 

The  Seoaie  resumed  the  consideraiioD  of  ihe 
report  of  the  Commiilee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  ibe  petition  of  William  Hill,  and 
others,  inhabiunts  of  tb«  city  of  New  York,  aad 
'  B  loWQ  of  Salem  i  and  in  coacurrence  iberc 

lb,  reaoUed  that  the  prayer  of  [he  peiiiioaars 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
report  of  ibe  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  David  Bailey;  and 
in  concurrence  Iberewilb,  reaolved  ibat  the  prayer 
of  Ihe  peiiiiooer  ought  not  to  be  aiioived. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Commina*  of  Claims, 
Iu  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  certain 
mercbanta  of  Purismouih,  iu  New  Uampsbira, 
and   ita  vicinity  j  tbe  memorial  of  ■ 
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nnderwriiera,  ind  inauranee  compBDies  of  Phila- 
delpbii ;  the  pelilion  ud  ni«mori>l  of  mcrchanti 
tnd  undeniriten  of  Baltimore;  and  the  memo- 
rial and  peiitioD  of  mercbaali  and  anderwriten, 
eitizens  of  ihe  Uoiled  Stale*,  ot  Charlesteo, 
Bomb  Caroliaa,  made  a  report  accompanied  bj 
the  followtag;  reaolntion  : 

Saohed,  Tbat  tha  Tclisf  aiked  hy  the  mamorialuti 
*iidp«titionBn  oagfat  not  to  b«  gnated. 

nt  report  and  rooloiioD  were  read. 

The  Senate  remmed  the  eonai deration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  pelilion  of  Marlio  Dobbs;  and 
iA  concurrence  iberewitb, resolved  ibat  theprsfer 
of  the  peiitioner  oagbt  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumedj  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  conaideration  of  the  bill  to  reduce 
the  Etaff  of  the  Army  ;  and  the  furAer  consider- 
atioD  thereof  waa  poatpooed  antil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  mnmed,  as  in  Commltiee  of  ibe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  regaleling 
tlM  pay  aad  emolatneMB  of  brevet  officers ;  and 
BO  amendment  haviiig  been  nad»  thersio.  the 
PKbsidbht  reported  it  to  tbe  Honae ;  and  the 
bltl  baring  been  amended,  it  waa  ordered  to  be 
enero^sed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  reaamed,  as  in  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonaideratioD  of  the  resolution  di- 
recting the  Judgn  of  the  Sbpreme  Court  to  be 
fttrnisbed  with  Wait's  State  Papers,  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  PbsS' 
IDBNT  reported  it  to  the  Houae  ;  and  it  was  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

WEDNisoAr,  March  4. 

The  bill  regulating  the  pay  and  emolum 
of  brevet  offieart,  having  been  reported  bjr  the 
aontnltiM  eorrectlf  engroBsed,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
SroaBH,  it  waa  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
OD  Milliarr  A&irs. 

Hr.  NosLK,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensiona, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Phil- 
ips, made  a  report  accompanied  with  a  reaolu- 
lion,  that  the  peiitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
hisj»etition.    Report  and  resolstion  were  read. 

The  resolution  direciiag  the  Jnd^  of  the 
Snpreme  Court  to  be  furnished  with  Wail's 
State  Papers,  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaad. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Miasiasjppi,  communicated 
a  raaolgtioo  of  the  Liegislainre  of  the  State  of 
Hiwieeippi,  reqnestiog  the  Benaiota  and  Repri 
aeotativee  of  that  State,  in  Congress,  lo  um  the 
beat  endeavors  with  the  proper  authoritv  to  pt»- 
cnre  the  eitingabhment  of  Indian  title,  to  as 
much  of  the  lands  wiibin  the  limits  of  that  Slate, 
as  can  be  [vocured  from  the  different  nations 
owning  the  same;  and  the  reaolution  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  third  Instant,  for  appointing  a 
aeteet  committee  to  inquire  into  ihe  expediency 
of  adopting  some  measures  proper  for  the  speedy 
etlinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands  lying 
within  the  limits  of  the  Slate  of  Kentoekf ;  and 
the  aame  having  been  amended— 

Oa  motion  by  Hr.  Noblc,  further  to  amend  the 


same,  by  inserting  "and  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,"  the  Senate  being  eqaally 
divided,  the  Psbbidgnt  determined  the  question 
in  the  affirmative;  and  Ibe  motion,  as  amended, 
was  agreed  to  as  foilowa : 

Arao/oed,  That  a  select  commit  lee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  some 
measures  proper  for  the  speedy  extinguishment 
of  the  Indian  title  to  the  land  lying  sonth  of  the 
~  r  •■ xt-...!~i_-.i  .: ■ 


that  such  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill 
Of  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Talbot,  Kiho,  Mobrow,  Cahpbc!.!., 
and  Macon,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  molion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi^ 
the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stat«  of 


and  report  thereon. 
Mr.  Cam?bbll  submitted  the  following  motion 


ly  in 

eSect  in  aieij  other  Sttte,  to  the  pablic  acts,  records, 
and  judicisl  proceedings  of  the  several  Terrttoiiei  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  memorial  of  certain  merchants 
of  PoTlamoaih,  in  New  Hampshire,  and  its  vicin- 
ity; the  memorial  of  mercbaats,  undenrritcrt, 
and  insurance  companies,  of  Philadelphia;  tha 
peiiiion  and  memorial  of  merchants  and  under- 
writers of  Battimors;  and  the  memarial  and  pe- 
tition of  merohaniB  and  underwriters,  citinns  of 
thaUnited  States, of  Charlacton,  Booth  Carotins. 

Oa  moiioD  by  Mr.  RoBanra,  the  further  eon- 
sidefation  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  nexi. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Small  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill,  allowing  additional  salary  and  clerk 


a  the  SI 


;r 


Territories,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill,  reapectiog  the  surveying  and  sale  of 
public  lands  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  waa  read 
the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  R^treaentativca 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoom  have  pasaed 
a  resolatioo   reapectiag  an  adjournment  of  the 
first  session  of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  in  which  ' 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  CDmmiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoosideralion  of  the  resolution  pro> 

Eoaing  an  amendment  to  iba  Coaitiluiion  of  the 
Toitcd  States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  Rep- 
reseotatives  in  Congress,  nod  the  appointment  of- 
filectora  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States;  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  a  select  committee ;  and, 
after  debile,  the  Senate  adjocrned. 
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TsmnPAT,  Mirek  5. 

Mt.  Sanpobd  pmented  the  matDoriil  of  Eli 
Hart,  itkiing  that  be  hid,  durioc  the  late  var 
wilh  Great  Briiain,  loaaed  to  Jabn  Q.  Camp, 
then  Depotr  ^iiBrterin aster  Qenetal,  siiieea 
thousand  dollars,  Tor  part  of  which  sum  ba  waa- 
obliged  to  receire  in  paynieQi  Treasurjr  Dotea  at 
par,  br  ibe  sile  of  which  he  ■uttained  a  great 
pecuniary  loss,  and  praying  relief;  and  the  ine- 
iDorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  ifae  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Ema  presented  the  petition  of  John  Q. 
Boger^  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  to  be 
refanded  tbe  porcaase  money  of  certain  lots  sold 
by  tb*  marshal  of  New  York,  to  satisfy  jodg- 
menu  obtained  by  the  United  States,  against 
Edward  LiTiagston,  on  the  gronnd  of  the  said 
lots  being  sola  from  an  inaccurate  map,  repre-< 
seating  property  to  belong  to  the  said  Liringaton, 
which  neter  eiiaie^;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Comtalttee  of  Claims. 

The  resolntion  respecting  an  adjoomment  of 
tbe  first  sessiou  of  the  fltteeniU  Congress,  bronght 
up  yesterday  for  eoneurrence,  was  read  tbree 
scTeral  timea  by  nnaoimous  consent,  and  con- 
curred in ;  and  Messrs.  Dacgett,  Qaill&bd, 
aod  TicffBifOK,  were  appoftited  the  committed  on 
their  part. 

Mr.  WiLLun,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  HHitary  Af&in,  reported  m  bill  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  militia,  when  raarchinc 
to  places  of  readtzTOus;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Hr.  Rcgglbs,  Rachael  Dohr- 
man,  widow-  of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  de- 
ceased, had  leare  to  withdraw  her  petition,  pre- 
sented at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  vriin  ihe 
accompanying  documents,  and  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  retain  on  file  certified  copies  thereof. 
The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whd^  the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  pro- 

KsJog  ati  amendment  to  the  Consliinilon  of  the 
lited  Stales,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  and  the  appololmeni  of 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Fresidenl  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto,  by  a  select  committee;  and  the 
Btoendmentshaving  been  agreed  to,  the  Pbebi- 
DEHT'  reported  the  resolntion  to  the  House; 
amended  accordingly;  and  the  amendments  being 
concarred  in,  on  the  qnestioa.  Shall  this  resoln' 
tion  be  eagrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?  it  WM 
determined  in  the  aSraatire^yeas  18,  nay»  13, 
as  follows 


Njm— Hmss.  Batbov,  Daggatt,  Bpfxis,  Hsrwy, 

Laake,  Morrfl,  Oiia,  bbarti,  Bnggha,  Baabrd,  Stiaw, 
TBU,a(idVaaBykb 

AgreeaUf  to  the  order  of  tbe  3w,  the  Sesata 
retumed^i  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  hill,  entitled  "An  net  to  provide 
for  d«)iT«riiif  nf  peiwns  hcM  to  labor  or  lervioc. 


in  any  of  tha  States  or  Territories,  wbo  sbail 
~  cape  iiuo  any  other  State  or  Territory." 
Aner  debate,  on  motion,  the  Seaote  adjoamad. 

FaiDAY,  March  6. 

Mr.  OoLDBflDBOUGH  presented  tbe  meMorial  of 
the  piano  forte  makers  and  organ  bvilden  of 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  Boaton,  and  BatiinAre, 
praying  an  additional  daty  on  the  imporlalioB  oC 
such  ariielea;  and  tha  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  JonraoN  prBMvted  tbe  petition  of  Samttd 
Eolo,  of  Louisiana,  praying  the  corfrmatloa  of 
hia  title  to  a  tract  of  land  ilterein  deecribed-,  aa4 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  0<nri* 
■itiee  eo  Pablio  Lands. 

Hf.  RoKiKTa,  from  tha  Commit  tea  »f  ClKimst 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Darii^ 
BHkle  a  repart,  aecompMurd  by  a  reaolatioa,  that 
the  claim  of  the  peUtioner  eng|ht  aot  to  be  al- 
lowed.   Tha  repott  and  rea^tian  wen  read. 

motion  by  Mr.  Wiij.tAMB,  of  Tenaesaae^ 
theCominittee^  Military  Affinrs,  to  wliom.waa 
referred  the  petation  of  Thamas  RabiHon  and 
othees,'*  eammitlee  in  beMf  of  tbe  BDrrivibg 
officers  of  the  Pfenasylrania  lio*  of  the  Rerolo* 
tionary  Army,  were  discba^cd  from  the  fvrtiiet 
eoMideraiiaa  thsrairf'. 

Kion  by  Mr.'  WtLLiAMa,  of  TeaMsaee^ 
that  the  CommiiM*  on  Military  Afiirs,  to  wbnB 
wasrehrred  the  nentorial  of  Charles  BiddteaaA 
others,  a  eommittea  on  behalf  of  the  swrrirtflg 
officers  of  tbe  Rerolationary  Army,  bedtaehaigei 
from  the  forther  coiMideiaUon,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims  a  divisien  of 
the  question  was  called  for  by  Mr.  RoBsaTB.aiul 
it  was  taken  on  discharging  the  committee  from 
the  fanhm  eonatderation  tharaof,  and  determined 

the  affitmatitt»— yeas  16,  nsye  fi,  as  f<^owi : 

7au— Meam.  Oiitlaaden,  Eroea,  Jokneon,  Ktag, 
LaeodCi  Laahe,  Kaaon,  Rnnlaa,  Saofcid,  Ototar,  Tak, 
Talbot,  T^lo^  Wfllianw  of  HiMtarippi.  WUUaM  of 
Tfinnnssnn.  and  Wilaoo. 

Hrts  tftM»a.BwriU,T)»i**won.FrwsMHtiB.HOT- 
■V,  UmiII,  Bdwite,  «oh<s,«»d  Vwa  Dfka. 

_<a  it  wte  Ordered,  That  the  CoamfKee  oa 
Midury  Aflhin  be  diiohari^  from  tbe  ftrther 
eoDsidaraiiaii  of  said  iDemorial,  and  that  it  b«  re- 
ferred to  tha  Comorittee  of  CUimi  is  conaldet 
Bad  report  thereon. 

Mr.  RoiBBaTfl,  fiwaa  tb<  Committee  of  Clatms, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  ThooMa 
Wright,  madea  report,  together  with  a  reasta- 
lioB,  that  Thamaa  Wright  hare  leave  to  with- 
draw hi*  petition.  The  report  and  reiolaCroa 
were  read. 

The  Senate  rasamed  the  conslderaiioo  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  peiilfoo  of  John  Phililpai  and  in 
CoooDTTenaa  therewith,  resolved  that  the  peti- 
tioner hare  leava  to  withdraw  bis  pstition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consi  dent  ion  of  the 
moiioB  of  the  4ih  instant,  for  inslruoilng  the 
Committee  on  the  Jodiciary  toinqaire  ioto  the 
expediency  of  extending  tbe  provinoas  of  the 
lew  preaeribing  the  mode  In  whiefa  tbe  pnbUe 
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err  Other  Stale,  In  ihe  public  Miti,  recordt, 
ud  judicial  proceedings  of  the  several  Teirito- 
ries  of  tbe  UDiled  Siaies;  aod  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  defray  the  eipeuKB  of  the  militia, 
when  marching  to  places  of  rendezvon*,  was 
read  the  lecond  time. 

A  raeM 
informed 

cnrred  id  the  amendmenls  of  the  Senate  lo  the 
bill,  enlilled  "An  act  to  provide  for  eertiin  sur- 
Tiving  oScen  and  Eoldiera  of  the  Rerolutionarr 
Aimy,"  with  ■meDdmenti,  in  which  thef  requeat 
the  cODCurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Pbesideut  eommunieated  a  letter  from 
the  Secieiary  of  the  Ttwary,  accompanied  with  , 
a  (latemeDt  of  the  emclnmentB  of  iba  offieera 
cmplored  in  the  collection  of  the  cnatoms  for  the 
year  1817;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  preientcd  tbe  petition  of  Cala. 
Bnanel,  of  Coiincciicui,  wboae  ton  bad  eoliiied 
dnring  the  late  war,  and  wat  killed  in  tbe  service 


sod   the   petition  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

On  moiioD  by  Mr.  CBiTTEirnBif,  iha  Commit- 
tw  on  the  Jadieiary,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petition  of  the  Chamber  of  Comtnerae  of  tbe  city 
of  Fbiladelphia,  and  the  memorial  of  WlUiatn 
Iiorman  and  others,  of  Baliimora,  prayiog  tbe 
•atablishmeot  of  a  system  of  bankrupiey,  were 
discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
reapectively. 

FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  is  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  eonstderaiioD  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
met  to  provide  for  delivering  ap  petsons  held  to 
labor  or  service  in  any  of  tbe  Biatet  or  Territo- 
ries, who  sfaall  escape  iuio  any  other  Slate  or 
Territory." 

Ur.  Smith,  of  Sonih  Carolina,  aaid,  whon  this 
■ubject  was  first  brovj^t  before  the  Senate,  be 
had  determined  to  lake  no  part  in  the  debate. 
Bat,  as  i(  bad  asauined  aneb  a  eompleiioa,  both 
a«  it  respects  the  eonstiiniionality  of  the  ptovi- 
aiopa  of  the  bill  itself  and  the  subject-matter  apon 
which  it  is  founded,  as  well  as  the  severity  of  the 
renMrktnsed  b^  gentlemen  opposed  loits  passage, 
hecontidered  it  his  duty  to  make  some  reply. 
Tbe  geotleman  from  Rbode  Island  (Mr.  BdB' 
BitL)  insists  that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
^beas  corpas,  secured  by  tbe  ninth  i«etion  of 
the  firat  article  of  the  CoDsiiiuijon,  will  tw  in- 
fringed by  this  bill,  because  a  person  of  color 
taken  nodet  it  eanoot  have  the  iiehi  to  bi*  free- 
dom tried  by  tbe  judge  before  whom  the  retnrn 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  made.  hfr.  B. 
said  he  pretended  to  no  law  knowledge  beyond 
that  of  other  gentlemen,  yet  he  did  moat  aoe- 
qnivoeally  deny  the  construction  of  tbe  Consti- 
ttition  as  given  by  that  gentleman.  The  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  waa  never  intended  to  give  a 
righl  of  trial.    It  merely  giyea  tbe  right  to  the 


by  taw;  and  if  the  indj;e  before  whoi 
brought  finds  he  ia  detained  by  legal  authority 
and  upon  legal  grounds,  he  cannot  discharge 
him,  but  is  obliged  to  remand  him.  If  the  au- 
iborily  by  whicn  he  is  held  appears  to  be  Iml, 
it  is  perfectly  immaterial  whether  the  cause  is  a 
just  one  or  not.  And  when  a  fugitive  from  labor 
has  been  taken  under  this  law,  the  cause  of  his 
detention  will  be  fully  set  forth  in  the  certificate 
by  the  judge  before  whom  he  is  to  be  uken,  whose 
duly  it  ii  specially  made  to  do  so.  Then  can  it  b« 
pretended,  after  you  pass  a  law  prescribing  ex- 
pressly under  what  proofs  a  fugitive  shall  be 
taken,  and  that  the  fugitive  shall  be  specially  de- 
scribed by  tbe  judge  in  the  order  he  is  to  give  for 
his  removal,  and  that  the  proofs  have  been  aatis- 
faclorily  made  before  him  thepetson  therein  de- 
icribed  is  a  fugitive  slave,  and  belongs  to  the  per- 
son who  holds  him  in  custody,  that  another  judge 
has  a  ri^bt  to  question  all  this,  and  lake  npoa 
himselfelone  to  try  his  right  lo  freedom,  and  dia- 
charge  him  1  It  is  imj^ossible.  The  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus  was  never  intended  to  give  any  sncb 

This  would  give  a  judge  the  sole  power  of  de- 
ciding the  right  of  piopcrly  the  maater  claims  in 
hia  slave,  instead  of  trymgibatrightby  ajury,  as 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  He  would  be 
judse  of  mailers  of  law  and  matters  of  fact; 
cloiued  with  all  the  powera  of  a  jury  as  well  aa 
(be  powers  of  a  court.  S^ch  a  principle  is  nB> 
known  in  your  systetn  of  jurisprudence.  Yoor 
Constitution  has  forbid  it.  It  preaerrea  the  right 
of  trial  by  jury  in  all  case*  where  the  value  in 
controversy  exceeds  tweniv  dollars.  The  gentle- 
man has  said,  if  ihi.s  bill  should  pass  it  will  ena- 
ble the  Southern  planters  to  take  and  carry  away, 
not  only  their  own  fueilive  slaves,  but  any  other 
person  of  color,  whether  be  be  a  free  man  or  a 
slave.  It  would  enable  them  to  carry  offafree 
white  man,  and  even  one  of  the  members  of  ihia 
Senate.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
may  consider  himself  as  perfectly  safe  from  anjr 
such  hazard;  for,  however  much  we  may  respect 
our  Northern  friends  as  gentlemeo,  as  lawyers, 
and  as  statesmen,  we  should  have  no  sort  of  use 
far  them  in  our  cotton  fields.  Nor  should  we  ad- 
mire their  political  iostcuctions  to  our  slaves  if 
ibey  should  carry  with  them  their  present  ina- 
pressions. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  spoken  of  the 
practice  of  the  Southern  people  in  kidnapping 
their  free  negroes,  and  cslls  them  man  slealera. 
And  tbe  gentleman  from  PenosyWania  (Mr.  Ro- 
aiara)  has  called  Ibem  kidnappert,  men  ifetUen, 
and  acml  driaer* ;  and  he  asks,  in  a  very  emphatic 
manner,  who  drew  this  bill,  and  upon  what  au- 
thority T  Orif  It  was  brought  in  upon  tbcappli- 
cation  of  any  of  the  abolition  societiet?  And 
then  he  answers  these  questions  himself,  and  says 
it  was  not,  but  (hat  it  had  been  drawn  by  a  cun- 
ning lawyer,  and  was  supported  by  lawyers.  Sir, 
this  langusge  does  not  comport  with  the  modera- 
tion which   that  gentletnan   csprasaed  •  deaire 
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tlioald  previit  io  this  di*ea«ioD  when  be  >d- 
dretMd  the  Senate  on  thesnbjeei  early  in  Ibu  de- 
bate. U  this  the  iBDgmga  we  are  to  meet  when 
yre  are  sning  for  oor  Constiiational  rifhts?  The 
ConKtiiQtion  of  the  United  Stale*  has  ^oarantted 
to  the  master  a  right  to  pursoe  his  fugitire  ilare. 
ftnd  has  enjoined  to  the  State  to  which  be  ^hall 
flf  to  delirer  him  op.  It  has  not  lef)  it  optiooat 
with  the  State  to  which  he  fliee,  hot  has  made  it 
imperatiTe  that  he  thail  be  detiTered  op.  And 
bns  it  eome  to  this,  that  we  must  wait  for  thi 
permission  of  the  abolition  societies  before  i 
law  ean  be  offered  to  secure  the  recorerf  of  jost 
rights  ?    This  was  not  more  noTel  than  slrangK 

Hr.  8.  said,  it  bad  been  a  practice  in  monarch- 
feal  goremments  to  discredit  Uwf  ers,  where  thef 
had  often  been  foremost  in  cheeking  a  high- 
banded  tfranny ;  bat  be  had  not  expected  to  hear 
it  practised  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
The  lawyers  of  this  eonntry  had  nothing  to  fear 
upon  an  iDTestigatioD  of  their  general  character. 
They  had  been  wanting  in  no  public  dntjr.  Dur- 
iog  the  RcTolutionary  war,  as  well  »*  the  late 
war,  many  erf'  them  had  displayed  as  moch  gal- 
lantry in  the  field,  and  as  much  ability  in  the 
councils,  as  any  men  in  the  nation,  whilst  these 
abolition  societies  were  in  ease  and  security  at 
borne,  foilowtog  iheirdomesiie  porsoiis,  and  leav- 
ing it  to  others  to  fight  their  battles.  Hr.  S.  said, 
be  was  sorry  to  make  these  remarks,  but  they 
were  just,  and  were  forced  from  him.  He  ad- 
mired the  moderation  and  virine  of  these  people ; 
he  ibonghl  them  worthy  of  imitation  in  manr 
rc«peeU,l>nt  be  did  not  admire  their  constant  ef- 
forts to  alienate  the  afieciiona  of  the  people  of 
color  from  their  masters,  with  whom  they  lived 
happy,  and  by  whom  they  were  better  provided 
for  than  the  peasantry  of  any  other  conntry  npon 
earth  :  or,  indeed,  in  some  portions  of  this  coun- 
try, if  the  facta  given  by  iheir  writers  be  correct. 
Mr.  Melish,  of  Philadelphia,  in  an  essay  pnblMi- 
cd  only  a  few  days  ago,  slates,  that  there  are  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  at  least  fif- 
teen thousand  people,  all  able  anil  willing  lo 
work,  who  are  either  idle  or  occupied  in  nnpro- 
dneiiTe  labor,  and  says,  that  mclaneholy  pieture 
pervades  the  eonniry  ibronghoni.  This  plaee  is 
the  very  centre  of  emancipation ;  and  if  unable 
to  rnrnish  employment  for  their  own  popnlaiioa, 
is  there  any  reason  why  they  should  add  to  this 
picture  of  growing  distress,  by  an  aeenmnlation 
of  freenmoMl 

NoiwituiMiding  all  that  has  been  said  by  oar 
nonheni  brethren  against  ni  for  keeping  slaves, 
they  employ  their  free  black*  in  all  ilteir  drndg- 
cry,  and  obtain  their  labor  on  better  terms  than 
muieta  io.  And  althongh  it  does  not  apply  to 
that  body  generally,  yet  it  is  a  fact,  sDsceplible  of 
proof,  that  some  who  profess  to  promote  this  prin- 
ciple of  abolition,  hare  sedUcea  the  slaves  from 
tfac  neighboring  Blatet  under  premises  to  secnre 
their  emancipation,  instead  of  which  they  put 
them  to  work,  and  treat  them  with  so  much  more 
severity  and  injustice  than  their  masters,  that  the 
slaves  either  made  ft  known  where  they  were, 
or  ran  away  from  these  new  tyrants  and'went 


back  to  their  former  state  of  slavery,  as  a  better 
and  more  desirable  eonditioa. 

With  all  this  boast  about  freedom  and  emanci* 
palion,  there  are  only  foor  States  that  have  no 
slaves.  Bven  the  magnificent  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  a  staveholdiog  Sute  ;  so  is  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island.  Those  which  are  non-slave  hold- 
ing States,  with  the  exception  of  Ohio,  have  not 
long  since  got  lid  of  them.  Rhode  bland.  New 
Talk,  and  Pennsylvania,  previous  to  taking  steps 
to  abolish  slavery,  furnished  the  Southern  markets 
with  eonsideraUe  numbers.  And  the  very  mo- 
ment ihe  African  trade  was  opened  in  South  Car- 
olina, in  the  year  1B03,  these  very  States  furnisb- 
ed  their  fall  pro^rtion  of  shipping  to  carry  it 
on.  Bven  our  frtends  in  Boston,  and  other  New 
England  Butes,  were  willing  to  help  with  their 
shiprang;  besides,  it  foroished  a  market  for  their 
snrplas  rum.  80  wo  perceive,  whenever  interest 
is  concerned,  and  a  little  profit  is  Io  be  made,  all 
this  delicacy  about  slavery  is  laid  aside. 

Whilst  it  was  their  interest  to  hold  slaves,  so 
long  they  kept  them.  Whenever  the  interest 
coupled  with  it  ceased,  slavery  ceased,  but  not 
before.  After  the  war,  trade  revived,  especially 
in  the  Eastern  States;  it  was  found  that  a  negro 
capital  most  give  way  to  a  commercial  capital; 
which  was  infinitely  more  profitable.  80  it  is 
DOW  with  banking  capital.  lEren  in  the  States 
where  slavery  exists  to  the  greatest  extent,  we 
find  many  selling  off  their  negroes  and  vesting 
the  proceeds  in  bank  slock;  and  especially  those 
who  live  in  the  towns  and  cities.  This  capital, 
being  so  much  more  profilsble  than  the  other,  it 
is  consunily  increasing.  And  there  are  no  per^ 
sons  more  apt  to  remonstrate  aninst  that  crying 
sin  slavery,  than  soeh  as  have  inst  sold  off  their 
stock  of  oegioes,  and  rested  the  prise  in  baidc 
stock.  Slavery,  then,  becomes  very  odious.  They 
wish  to  see  it  abolished— they  do  not  like  10  see 
this  traffic  in  hnmaa  ftssh.  Bvt  it  is  because  they 
hare  got  its  preeioos  price  in  a  stock  that  wiU 
yield  them  a  three  or  foar-fold  proSl ;  not  till  then 
can  they  see  its  enormity.  It  is  a  very  conve- 
nient thin^  lo  be  reneiving  a  large  profit  upon  Us 
stock,  which  is  going  on  under  the  fostering  haMi 
of  hank  direetors,  whilst  the  owner  is  asleep  or 
taking  his  pleasure.  We  have  lately  seen  it  pub* 
lished,  that  some  banks  have  divided  aa  maen  « 
thirty  per  cent,  upon  their  capild,  whilst  tb* 
moat  saocessfnl  ptantet  will  sot  reeaire  more 
than  ten,  and,  verr  many  years,  not  half  that 
amonnt.  This  banking  system  is  what  will  form 
the  grongd-work  for  overthrowing  this  apeeiesof 
property,  hy  gradually  diminishing  the  nnmbei 
of  iu  holders,  and  inereasiug  the  nnk  stock  ia- 
duence.  Lookhowslareryaasdiminishedin the 
public  estimation,  as  the  other  system  ha*  grown. 
The  Stales  which  have  taken  measnres  to  abolish 
slavery,  have  become  perfectly  bank  mad.  New 
York  has  abolished  slavery  after  ten  year^  an4 
she  is  convulsed  with  banks,  and  not  yet  "snigfrd. 
There  was  a  late  anempt  to  establish  ons  with  a 
capital  of  six  million),  but  It  was  checked  by  the 
Bxcentive.  The  State  of  Peoiuylvania,  already 
ibooMding  in  banks,  incorporated  forty-earen  1^    . 
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fdoiUii  of  the  Houie  of  Rei)Te»D(>tiTei  *Dppori- 
iog  it.  Miny  of  these  baolcB,  wiibont  t  fattbiiif 
ofekpilBl,  dtawiDg  a  large  income  from  ibe  lurd 
euDiBga  of  lbs  boned  and  unwary  pari  of  ifae 
eommonity,  and  abiolately  rtfuting  to  rcdasm 
tlteir  paper,  without  one  oampaooiion  for  the 
mUerf  and  ruin  it  brings  witb  it.  Wlicn  these 
vary  iraads  were  practising  to  an  eaoimous  de- 
gree, wilhoDt  a  murmur,  except  from  those  who 
were  sinking  under  it,  the  feelings  of  that  coun- 
try were  bleeding  for  the  suppoaed  diatrcss  of  the 
ala*es  of  the  South. 

The  &mouB  arlicle  in  the  Traaty  of  Qhent,  by 
which  we  have  guarantied  lo^ngliDd  our  co- 
operation  ia  abolnhing  tba  Afriean  slave  trade, 
is  worth  notice.    Our  CommistioDers,  ftiendljr 


._     .  Loatiy  soeh  etipufation.   Great  Srilain 

bad  not  long  before  abolished  that  trade;  and  aur 
QoTerDment  had  dooe  m>  ferty  years  before,  by 
an  ordinance  of  the  First  Congreas,  in  177^  and 
which  had  been  rendered  more  complete  by  a  law 
of  1607.  It  was lotallyiinaoDneDled  wiih  the snb- 
ject  of  negotiation.  Wq  were  at  WEt  upoa  ottMr 
grounds  entirely.  Not  even  a<)Destioo  of  eom- 
meroe  bad  ever  arisen  between  ibe  two  nalioos 
upon  it ;  yet  it  found  ila  waiy,  an  iacdaiad  article, 
into  a  Treatir  of  Peace  1 

The  ColoDizJDff  Booieijr  is  another  step  in  this 
graad  scheme.  This  society  inteadi  to  lejsd  the 
Bee  DCgroes,  and  other  person*  of  color,. iito  the 
wilds  of  Africa ;  by  which  they  are  to  be  torn 
from  the  land  of  ihiait  oaiiTity,  ud  everyihing  to 
which  they  are  aUachedfay;  fueodsbip  and  b&bit, 
«Dd  the  adTaKHges  of  eiriliaed  life,  and  left  lo 
tiak  again  into  all  the  miserable  barbarity  of  iheir 
ancestors.  But  it  is  said  it  will  pave  the  way  to 
a  Kcneral  emaoaipaiioii. 

We  do  by  DO, means  suppoae  that  any  hooosa- 
bla  member  of  CoDgress  would  ibink  of  sneh  a 
thing  ts  a  general  cmanctpation ;  beeauM,  iade- 

CSDdeully  of  iotetfering  with  private  rights,  they 
now  too  well  that  such  a  maunre  conld  aot 
take  place  withcat  invftlTJog  the  whale  of  the 
VaitM  States  ia  an  awful  Hiuaiion.  Bat,  ibata 
genera)  emancipaiuon  is  iaieoded  there  tan  ha  do 
loabi,  by  the  Battein  and  Northetn  Btfttei,if  they 
can  find  means  to  effect  it.  The  AbolitiQUMKiB- 
tiea  are  avowedly  far  it ;  what  eke  can  the  very 
Btme  itself  indicate?  .  Ailhaugli  tbeir  namerous 
fetiitoiu,  Kow  beGwe  CoqgraM,  parpori  to  extend 
aofnriheiUun  to  pre  van  t  kidnapping,  yet,  look 
at  the  laognnfe  of  the  petitions.  If  they  had  ap- 
plied directly  for  emaDcisKtion,  they  oould  not 
■peak  plainer.  CoBaeeted  witb  tbcse  petiiioae, 
KOW  in  ibe  poatession  and  under  the  eoniidera- 
tiiui  of  CoDgfsss,  ia  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Bhode  Island,  (Mr.  Bdbull,)  to  in- 
quire "into  the  expediency  of  .the  United  Btales 
takiag  measares,  in  concert  with  other  nations, 
foi  the  entire  abolition  of  aaid  trade."  As  this 
resolntion  bad  been  once  before  the  Senate,  and 
had  been  referred  by  a  m^otity  to  a  eommiitea 
ito  lepOTl  witb  what  nations,  and  under  what  reg- 


nlalioos  we  should  canneet  onrselree  to  effect 
tbii  project,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  would  sot  be  out  of 

~  way  10  advert  to  it,  and  inqnire  what  hopes 
had  of  a  foruioaie  result.  With  whom  is  Ibis 
Oovernmeet  to  connect  itself  in  this  desirable 
k  T  It  would  aeem  tbat  it  ought  to  be  with 
nation*  whose  general  policy  is  favorable  to  ciBUi- 
cipatioo,  and  whose  subjects  enjoy  the  blessings 
oi^ciril  liberty  at  home,  before  we  co&ld  expect 
much  beoeGcial  aid  fnom  their  co-operatian.  We 
are  not  to  hope  for  Ibis  from  Hutsia,  FTaHia,«ttd 
Austria,  whose  snbjeots  are  borne  down  by  the 
iron  band  of  lyiannjr.  Their  peaiantryareboaght 
and  sold  at  home  like  slave*,  and  nre  sn ffated  to 
be  sent  to  this  country  and  sold  in  out  markets. 
Nor  is  i(  to  be  bopcd  for  from  England,  if  her 
poUej  should  dictate  to  her  a  di&rmi  eoarae. 
She  IS  now  riding  foremost  in  this  career,  beoMiwe 
it  promiseB  to  extend  aad  promote  her  cemmei- 
cial  interest,  whilst  her  millions  of  paupers  at 
borne  are  dying  in  garrets,  or  fatting  by  the  w«r 
side,  and  if  ihey  assemble,  to  raise  their  ery  to 
iheir  ralars  for  bread,  the  riot  act  is  tctd.  nod 
then  the  military  is  ordered  to  fire  on  tneni. 
Three  of  these  aalions,  assisted  by  the  ships  of 
the  other,  have  spread  their  aceptre  over  the  dc>- 
liniea  of  Surope,  and  formed  an  holy  laagHe 
■gainst  its  dawning  liberties.  These  «n  the  na- 
tions-witb  whom  you  are  to  assoeiatB  unabMiaii 
slavery.  It  is  not  tobawaaderedat,-BBdecaU  ibu 
inSuBDce,  with  a  total  want  of  kmnrledge  of  ike 
comfortable  ctwdiiion  of  the  slaves,  that  a«t 
northern  neighbors  should  feel  uniavomUe  lo 
sl&very.  But  moat  of  the  neethcrn  gentlnBon, 
when  they  remove  to  the  south wai4,  and  irhai 
tbejr  ean  a«e  aiKl  judge  for  tkeoselvn.  bare  ao 
hesitation  in  buying  slave*.  0«i«al  Glreene,  to 
whom  the  State  of  Qeorgia  gave,a  pUalatton  that 
cost  five  thousand  guineas,  and  South  CWoliaa 
ten  thousand  pound*  sierliog,  (ot  hi*  services  dar- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war,  had  no  hesitation  in 
purchasing  a  iatge  gang  of  negroes  to  ouitivMe 
this  plantation,  not  with  Handing  he  had  btOB 
raised  lo  the  northvatd,aBdhad  Men  brought  np 
a  qaaker. 

But,  there  ia  another  perpetual  soueceof.Hus- 
repm^ntation,  which  eetreslo  place  it  in  an  odi- 
ous lightitoslrangers:  it  iq  the  number  of  catch- 
penny priDU  and  pamphlets  that  are  pob)Mh«d  bf 
pctson*  who  know  ao  more  of  the  eoadition  «f 
the  slaves  than  they  do  of  (he  aaan  in  themeoB. 
Go  to  a  bookstore,  and  you  meet  print*  hong  up 
in  same  conapieuoui  piaae,in  large  capital  letters, 
"  Portraiture  of  Domeetic  Slavery,"  pnUiehed  in 
Philadelphia;  or  the  ^Horrors  of  Slavefy,"  pub- 
lished in  Cambridge,  and  sold  in  Boston.  TlMae 
pamphlets  contein  all  the  estraordiaary  eases 
collected  on  the  high  seas,  in  the  West  Indie*,  or 
United  States,  Ipcetber  with  aneh  inflammatorr 
^cf  ebcs  of  travellers,  who  have  no  other  means 
of  giving  10  iheir  writings  interest,  than  by  deal- 
ing i  n  the  marvellous ;  or  of  fanuic  preachers,  or 
speeches  in  the  British  Parliament,  calculated  to 
inflame  without  being  able  to  insUDCt.and  suited 
more  to  promote  a  particular  policy  loan  to  pro- 
juote  the  righu  of  humanity. 
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At  lh«  time  tbe  mMBorklf  of  ilie  aeTeral  aba- 
lilion  locielies  were  presenied  to  the  Seoate,  some 
nnkuowii  band  hkd  laid  on  the  detk  of  «aoh  Seo- 
atorapampbtel,  eotitled  "  Tbe  Horrors  of  Slare- 
ly,  in  two  pariR,  by  John  Kcarick ;  sold  in  Botton, 
price  tweniy  ceott."  Tiiis  iweniy-oeat  pamphlet 
fliFet  many  horiible  picturei  of  slavery;  and  no 
3oat^  tbe  author  knew  ibis  g;real  moTing  canse, 
tha  temfy  cmii,  wonld  multiply  in  proportion  to 
tkaaxtia,vagaiiceofhiideM!rlptiDDa.  Thistweniy- 
eeat  paiaplueieer,  amongil  bu  other  good  officer, 
ha*  pointed  ont  Loaiaiaoa  as  a  lery  fit  place  to 
colonize  all  the  d^res,  after  they  are  emancipated, 
(which  he  ifema  to  tliink  a  certain  ercat,)  and 
takes  oare  not  to  Ioh  sigbl  of  the  fine  market 
it  would  afford  for  their  man iila cures.  Mr.  8. 
aaid,  if  ati  emancipation  thoold  take  place,  he 
would  nther  see  Idem  settled  in  the  Northern 
Siaie^  among  ifaeir  friends,  where  ihey  coold  be 
better  taperiotended.  The  people  of  tbe  Sontb- 
ern  Swies  would  by  no  means  ibank  Mr.  Eenrick 
for  isach  neifbborB;  and  more  eipecially  if  ihef 
are  to  be  eduealcd  like  the  free  negroes  in  the 
Northern  and  Bnttern  Slates,  if  the  acconot  given 
by  Uie  gentleman  from  Conoecticat  (Mr.  Daq- 
sett)  be  eorteot,  of  which  we  bare  no  doubi. 
He  says  they  have  fifty  while  iohabitaate  for  oae 
black,  and  that  there  are  three  public  crimes  com- 
mitted by  the  blacks  where  there  is  one  commit- 
ted by  a  while  person.  Thia  will  make  the  pto- 
poriios  one  hundred  and  fifly  to  one.  And,  it  we 
are  lo  judge  from  tbe  legialer*  of  their  penitentia- 
ries, we  should  believe  they  have  their  full  ahaie 
of  crimes,  even  amongst  iheii  whites. 

This  tame  pan^blelee r. after  si ving  u*  the  pions 
affiuioasofBngliah  travellers,  Notlhern  pamphlet- 
eers, Amtfieau  maj^makers,  and  Briush  mem- 
ben  of  Parliament,  gives  us  a  pathetic  estnct 
from  tbe  •pcceb  of  the  late  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  British 
House  of  CommDoi,  upon  tbe  qoeetlou  for  abol- 
ishing the  African  slave  trade,  which,  sir,  is  worth 
reading.  It  is  in  the  foUowing  words;  "The 
'  present  was  not  a  mere  qaestioD  of  feeling.  The 
'  argument  which  ought,  in  his  opiniou,  to  deter- 
'  miae  tha  committee,  was,  that  the  slave  trade 
'was  nnJBst.  It  was  ibereiore  saeh  a  trade  as  it 
*  wasimpossiblefor  him  tosupporl,  unless  it  aoald 
'  first  be  proved  to  bim  tliat  there  were  no  laws  of 
'  laorBliiy  binding  on  nations,  and  tbat  it  was  not 
■  tbe  duty  of  a  liegislatute  to  teatrain  its  subjects 
'  from  inTBdiug  tbe  hapftineis  of  other  countries, 
'and  from  vioMiing  the  fundamental  priaciples 
'  of  juatiee."  This,  sir,  was  tbe  language  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  tbe  celebrated  oiaior  and  accomplished 
statesman,  who  decries  the  traffic,  sfier  his  ciwn- 
try  bas  filled  her  colonisl  poseessionB  with  slaves, 
WBtlsi  there  was  yet  an  inch  of  ground  for  them 
to  coltiraie,  and  to  check  tbe  growth  of  the  col- 
oaies  of  other  lival  nations,  and  under  whose 
palicy  every  aatioik  in  Europe  has  been  drencbed 
ID  btood  for  twenty  years ;  and  who,  at  tbe  reiy 
moment  bewasremonstrattngsoEtiODglyagsniHt 
invading  the  happiness  of  other  countries,  and 
violatiug  the  fundamental  principles  of  justice, 
was  planning  and  carrying  on  a  most  cruel  and 
desolating  war  in  the  distant  regioas  of  Asia— 


a  war,  not  of  defence,  but  a  war  purely  for  con- 
quest— a  war  carried  on  by  cormptiDg  and  exeil- 
ing  rival  chiefs,  and  iben  holding  out  terms  of 
friendship  to  tbe  conqueror,  who  is  made  the  tool 
of  further  treachery,  and  who  falls,  ia  his  lornf  a 
victim  to  the  same  perfidy;  until  Kngland  bi* 
reduced  under  her  dominions  more  (ban  aerenlr 
mitltoBB  of  people,  who  pay  them  tribute,  hm 
have  no  liberty  [eft,  but  that  of  worshipping  Jug- 
gernaut I  At  no  time  since  the  days  of  civili^ 
tioD  has  the  happiness  of  other  nations  been  mora 
disturbed  or  injustice  more  practised  towards 
them  than  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
When  the  sources  of  our  admonitions  sbal)  be- 
come  more  pnre,  we  shell  no  doubt  allow  them 
more  weight. 

But,  we  are  told  by  these  pamphlet  writers,  that 
slavery  is  "  a  violation  of  the  Divine  laws."  And 
the  geatleman  from  New  York,  (Ui.  Kino,)  ia 
disenising  this  subject,  has  told  us,  "it  is  contrary 
to  oar  holy  religion."  And  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Mobkil)  has  told  us,  that 
in  New  England,  ihey  believe  "  all  men  are  born 
equally  free  and  independent;"  that  ^ every  Au' 
man  i^ccftoRrecoilsat  their  bondage."  Tbesan- 
tleman  has  said,  "  the  Bible  is  our  moral  guiae ;" 
and  says  it  was  for  dealing  "in  gold  and  silver 


'  fall  of  the  great  Babylon."  And  be  s 
think,  that,  onless  we  abolish  slavery,  we  shall 
provoke  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  and  that  we  shall 
go  next.  The  gentleman  has  forgot  oae  of  the 
greatofiencesof  that  people:  it  was  for  takingof 
usury.  The  same  fiilile  which  he  has  adopud 
for  his  moral  guide  says :  "  Take  thou  no  astitjr 
ofhim,orincraase;  bnt  fear  thy  Ood."  Thispart 
of  tbe  Bible  most  have  become  obsolete  in  New 
England  since  the  introdnction  ofbanks.  It  m«M 
now  be  pleaeiag  in  tike  sight  of  Heaveu  lo  Be»a 
dividend  as  large  as  twenty  per  cent,  to  each  bank 
■hare.  There  are  as  many  chariots,  as  B»ay 
pearls,  as  much  gold  and  silver,  perhaps,  in  New 
Sngland,  as  there  was  in  Babylon,  at  the  time  of 
its  fait;  yet  they  are  in  no  danger  lill  the  van- 

feance  oi  Heaven  has  fallen  en  the  slaveholding 
tales  first,  the  gentleman  seems  to  think. 
Upon  this  great  question,  sir,  notwithstanding 
the  opinion  of  honorable  gentlemen  to  the  con- 
trary,  there  hare  been  some  very  respectable  opin- 
ioiks  as  to  the  Divine  authority  in  favor  of  slavery. 
We  all  know  that  Bam  sinned  against  his  Oui 
and  against  his  father,  for  which  Noah  tbe  la- 
spired  patriarch  cursed  Canaan  the  son  of  jBiim, 
--'  --\<i,  "A  servant  of  servants  shall  he  be  unto 


his  brethren."  Newton,  who  was  perhaps  aagnmt 
a  divine  as  any  in  New  England,  and  as  profound 
a  scholar^  in  a  book  of  great  cslebriiy  called  hia 
Prophecut,  in  which  he  endeavors  to  prove  the 
divinity  of  the  Bible  by  the  many  prophecies  that 
are  now  fulfilling,  says  that  this  very  African 
race  aie  the  descendants  of  Canaan,  and  have 
been  the  staves  of  many  nations,  and  are  still  ex- 
piating in  bondage  the  curse  upon  themselves  and 
their  progenitors.  But  it  may  be  aaid  that  this 
is  only  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Newton,  and  that  we 
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«aD  see  no  reaaoQ  \a  ii.  Mr.  8.  *aid,  if  ihe  gea- 
llnnaD  wms  unnilliog  lo  beliere  Mr.  Newton,  he 
would  sard)'  believe  Moses  and  tbe  prophets. 
And  if  the  Seoaie  would  indulge  him,  he  would 
show  from  ihe  Bible  itulf  thai  slarerf  was  per- 
mitted by  Divine  authoriif  i  Bud  for  (bat  purpose 
lie  would  open  to  the  zivih  chapter  of  Leviti- 
-ctrn,  and  read  as  follows:  "Atid  ine  Lord  spake 
'  QDlo  Moses  ID  MoDDt  Sinai,  saf  ing,  Speak  unio 
'  the  children  of  Israel,  and  say  unto  them,"  &c. 
"39.  And  if  thy  brother  that  dwelleth  hy  Ihee  be 
'  waxen  poor,  and  be  sold  nolo  ifaee;  thou  shall 
'  not  compel  him  to  serre  as  a  bond-Eervaut :  40. 
<  But  as  an  hired  serTant,  aud  as  a  sojourner,  he 
'  shall  be  with  thee,  and  ehall  serve  thee  unto  the 
'  year  of  jiibilee."  ''44.  Both  ibv  bond-men  and 
'  (by  bond-maids,  which  thou  shah  have,  shall  be 
'of  Ihe  heathen  that  are  round  about  you:  and 
'  of  them  shall  ye  boy  bond-men  and  bond-maidB. 
'  45.  Moreover,  of  the  children  of  the  strangers 
'  that  do  sojourn  among  you,  of  (hem  shall  ye  buy, 

*  and  of  their  families  that  are  with  you,  which 
'  they  be^t  in  your  land :  and  they  shall  be  your 
'  possession :    46.  And  ye  shall  lake  them  as  an 

*  ittberitapce  for  your  children  after  you,  to  in- 


'  faeril  them  for  a  possession ;  they  shall  be  your 
*  bond-men  for  ever,"  &e. 


This,  Mr.  President^  is  the  word  of  QDd,as  given 
to  us  in  Ibe  Holy  Bible,  delivered  by  iheXord 
himself  to  bis  chosen  servant  Moses.    It  mtsbl  be 


hoped  this  would  eatisfy  the  scruples  of  all  who 
believe  in  the  divinity  of  the  Bible ;  as  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  certainly 
does,  as  he  has  referred  to  thai  sacred  volume  for 


Ll  seeiug  a  father  dispose  of  bis  slaves  to  his  chil- 
dren by  DIB  last  will  and  testament,  as  they  will 
perceive  the  scriptures  direct  them  to  go  as  an 
inheritance.  Tbe  honorable  eentlemnn  says,  be 
.  speaks  not  only  his  own,  but  Ine  universal  senti- 
ments of  all  those  he  represents.  If  he  and  hi: 
liiends  of  New  Hampshire  have  not  turned  aside 
after  slrange  gods,  it  is  hoped  the  authority  I  have 
qooted  might  talisfy  them. 

The  Senate  adjouined  to  Monday  morning. 

MotfOAT,  March  6. 

Mr.  SiNPOBn,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Thomas  Tenant  and  George 
Stiles,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  merchants,  made 
a  report  Iheieon ;  which  was  read,  and  the  memo- 
rial,  together  with  the  report  thereon,  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHS,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee 00  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted Ibe  bill  regulating  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  brevet  officers,  reported  tbe  same  with- 
out am  end  meal. 

Mr.  DtoosTT,  tram  the  ioinl  committee, 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  of  the  3d  of  March  ins 
on  the  subject  of  the  adjournment  of  Congress, 
reported  a  resolution  fixing  the  lime  for  ihe  ad- 


journment of  tbe  first  acesion  of  the  fifteenth 
Congress. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  lo  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  of  Minissippt,  presented  the 
petition  of  Benjamin  S.  Smool  and  others,  pray- 
ing to  be  confirmed  in  their  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  including  the  town  of  St.  Stephens,  in  the 
Alabama  Territory;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Leads. 

Mr.  JoBHBON  presented  the  petition  of  Hen- 
rietta Ross,  widow  and  relict  of  the  deceased 
Colonel  George  T.  Ross,  pimying  relief  itt  con- 
sideration of  tbe  services  of  her  late  husband; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Pbesideht  communicated  the  petition  of 
Asael  Clatk,  a  citizen  of  New  York,  praying  in- 
demnity for  a  judgment  obtained  against  hiau  Tor 
a  certain  sum  of  money  received  bv  him  as  jud^ 
advocate  of  a  general  court  martial  organized  for 
the  trial  of  milgiia  delinquents  in  the  year  1812, 
by  the  then  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mevr  York, 
by  order  of  Geneial  Dearborn,  the  money  so  re- 
ceived havingbeenpaidoverlo  Samuel  £dmonds, 
paymaster  general;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  lo  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RoHEaTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Gamble,  made  a  report,  accompanied  with  a  reao- 
lution,  thai  [he  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition.     The  report  and  resolution   were 

Mr.  RoBGBTa,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  abiU 
for  the  relief  of  Cata  Bunnell ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  RoBEaTs,  the  Commiiiee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  lo  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  aa< 
theniication  of  patents  for  rand  in  such  mannn 
as  that  the  signature  of  ibe  President  of  the  Wai- 
ted Stales  may  not  be  necessary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
Bci  making  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1B18;" 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  theretc^ 
Ibe  PanaiDRNT  repotted  tlie  bill  to  the  HiHut, 
and  il  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  Tbe  said 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Smitb  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Marshall,  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  prating  to  be 
relieved  from  ihe  payment  of  certain  judgtaeni* 
obtained  against  him,  as  collector  for  moneys  not 
collected ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  pro- 
vide for  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Revolutionary  army  ;"  aud  the  1st,  2d,  4ib, 
6ib,  and  6lh  amendments  having  been  agreed  toj 
and,  on  the  question  to  concur  in  the  3d  amend- 
ment as  follows— "lines  2d  and  3d,  strike  out  the 
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wotdi  "ororany  iadiTiduml  St&ie;"  it  was  de- 
termined  ia  tbe  sffirmatire— f«as  23,  Dafa  10,  as 
followi: 

TiAi — Menn.  BoniU,  CunpbeU,  Cnttanden,  Dig- 
gott,  Eppai,  FioaMntiD,  0*ilUtd,  OohkbonniBh,  Hor- 
•ay,  Hoota,  Johaton,  Siag,  Mornl,  Otis,  SanfiiTd, 
Slokn,  Tait,  Tdbot,  Tiduaor,  Van  Djka,  WilHitiu 
of  MiauMipni,  uid  Willu&i*  of  Tenn«Mee. 

Nai> — UeMn.  Diekenon,  Lacock,  Leake,  Haoon, 
Monow,  H^c,  BoberU,  Raggtei,  Smith,  and  Slorer. 

So  it  wu  Bemited,  Ttiai  the  Seaaie  eoacur 
in  the  amendtQaDta  of  tbe  Houw  of  Represeuta- 
tives  la  tkrir  ameDdmentH  to  the  said  bil 


late  a  Major  in  tbe  Marine  Coipa  of 'tbe  UoitKl 
States,  made  a  report,  accompanied  b;  a  recola- 
tioD,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ongbt  not 
to  be  grmoted.    The  report  and  retolutioo  were 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed  ibe  conaideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Coiamittee  on  Naral  Affairi,  to  whoia  were  re- 
ferred tbe  memorial  of  certain  ooiamiuioDed  of- 
ficers of  the  NaTf ,  under  the  rank  of  command- 
ers,  and  alio  tbe  memorial  of  ceriain  officers  of 
the  Marine  Corpa  attached  to  the  MediieiraDeao 
■qoadron ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  tbe  con- 
■ideration  thereof  waa  farther  pos tpooed  to,  and 
roade  tbe  order  of  the  day  for,  Mooday  atxt. 

Agreeably  to  tbe  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed  tbe  coDaideraiion  of  tbe  report  of  the 
CommtttMof  Claims  lowborn  were  referred  aau- 
dry  memoriala  and  petitions  for  iademnifieation 
for  French  apoliations ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Hr. 
Bdrbill,  tho  ooDsideratioa  thereof  was  further 

CLponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Dilay  next. 

Tbe  Seosie  resumed  tbe  coniideralion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Wearer  Bennet ;  and  in 
coacarr«Dee  iberewith,  tbe  petitioner  had  lean 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  reeumed  the  eoDaidemtion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committe«of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  John  Daris;  and,  in  con- 
earrene*  therewith,  resolved  that  the  claim  of 
the  pMitiomr  ought  not  to  bf  allowed. 

The  Beaate  rcsnmed  the  cooiideraiioD  of  tbe 
rMorl  of  (he  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
nferred  tbe  petition  of  Thomas  Wright ;  and,  in 
conearrenee  therewith,  the  aaid  Thomas  Wright 
had  leare  to  withdraw  bis  petition. 

The  Seatte  reaumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratiouof  tbe  bill  to  reduce  the 
staff  of  the  Army;  and  tbe  bill  haring  b«en 
aoaended,  tbe  further  couiideration  thereof  waa 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  PasainEiiT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  conformity 
with  tbe  proTiaioos  of  tbe  act  of  Congteis  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1817,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  incorporate 
tbe  subscribers  to  certain  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  to  prcTeat  the  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  iucorpotated  anoeiationa  within  the  said 
Diiiriet,"  in  relation  to  the  situation  of  the  said 


banks  respectively,  on  tbe  lit  day  of  January, 
1818;  wbich  wai  rtad. 

The  eogroBsed  reaolulion,  proposing  sn  amend- 
ment to  tbe  CoDstiimioD  of  tbe  Unii^  Slates,  at 
it  respects  ibe  election  of  RepresentativeaiD  Con- 
gress, and  the  appoiatment  of  Electors  of  Preii- 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  tbe  United  States, 
wBsreada  third  time;  and,oo  the queaiioD,  "SbaLl 
this  resolution  pasal"  ii  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  20,  nays  13;  two-thirda  of  the 
Senators  present  not  agreeing  thereto— as  follows : 

TsAS— Meaars.  Barrill,  CamplMll,  Crittenden,  Didt- 
OTsoD,  Froaealin,  Oaillard,  uoldaborongh,  Hontar, 
Jahoson,  King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Honow,  NoUa,  Sntlh, 
etokss,  Talbot,  Ticbenor,  Williams  of  Maaswshusetta, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats— Heasn.  Daggett,  Eimes,  Horsey,  Leaks, 
Matril,  Otis,  Roberts,  Rogglea,  Banfiird,  Slorer,  Tail, 
Taybir,  and  Tan  Dyke. 

The  PaxsiiinaT  also  communicated  the  me- 
morial of  tbe  Legislature  of  the  Alabama  Terri- 
tory, remoDstrating  against  the  prayer  of  the  me- 
morial of  the  Mississippi  Conveoiioo,  praying  an 
extension  of  the  limits  of  that  State;  and  the 
memorial  waa  read,  and  referred  lo  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  on  the  16lb  December, 
1817j  tbe  said  memorial  of  the  Misaisiippi  Con- 
venti6n,  to  consider  and  report  Ibereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

A  message  from  (he  House  ofRepresenlauvta 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  altering  ihe  time  for  hold- 
ing a  session  of  the  ditlricc  court  in  the  District 
of  Maine ;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ailM 
the  time  of  holding  ihe  circuit  court,  in  the 
aonthero  district  of  New  York,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses:" and  also  a  reaolntion  filing  the  time  for 
Ihe  adjournment  of  the  flrst  session  of  the  fifteenth 
Congress,  in  which  bills  and  retoloiion  ibay  r> 
quest  the  concurrenoe  of  Ihe  Seoau. 
FUGITIVE  SLATES. 

The  Senate  tesnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  Ibe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  ddivering  up  persona  held  lo  labor  or  ser- 
vice in  any  of  the  Suies  or  Territories,  who  shall 
etoape  into  any  other  Stale  or  T«ritory. 

Mr.  HoKRii,  addressed  the  Chair  as  tollows: 

Mr.  President,  I  think  it  correct  and  proper  for 
any  gentleman  who  is  not  in  (avoi  of  the  ^11,  to 
present  his  objections  on  the  aaeond  reading,  that 
Its  friends  may  have  a  fair  opportunity  lo  amend 
iL  Under  these  impressions,  I  make  a  moiiea 
for  a  reeommitmeni,  that  any  imperfections  may 
be  properly  Uid  before  the  Senate. 

1  am  not  insensible,  sir,  of  the  peculiar  diaadvan- 
Uges  under  which  I  address  von  oa  the  bill  upon 
your  uble.  1  am  extremely  depressed  with  an  ap- 
prehension of  unfavorable  impieasiooa,  whicn 
may  have  been  erroueouily  made,  on  the  mindt 
of  honorable  gentlemen  from  ibe  South,  in  eon- 
sequence  of  remarks  which  fell  from  me  on  ano- 
ther occasion,  upon  a  subject  not  altogether  for- 
eign from  Ibis.  Senlimenls  which  origiuaced in 
tbe  purest  motives,  and,  in  my  opinion,  ia  perfect 
coincidence  with  the  spirit  of  oar  Coosiiiution ; 
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1  tD«r,  tbet«fore,  b« allowed  Ibis opponnniiy  p«r- 
emptariljr  to  disclaim  anf  hostiiiiy  to  the  prori- 
■ioDB  of  Lbe  CoDBtilutioQ  rnpeciiog  sUrery  ;  □■ 
to  iDV  law  founded  apoa  the  priociple*  and  in 
aecoraaoee  wiib  snch  proTiatoDi.  Sir,  I  wUh  ii 
to  be  disiiucily  underiiood.  iliat  I  have  no  ditpo- 
■ilioD  to  depriTe  slareholdera  of  tbst  tpecies  of 
property  ;  to  aid  tbcir  tlares  ia  eBcapipg ;  to  de 
taio  ib«m  when  they  bare  escaped  ;  or  to  impedi 
theii  exflrtioni  in  recoTeriiic  them  in  a  Coaaliiu 
lional  and  le^al  manner,  withoot  endangeriag  the 
righU)  or  iDfruigiAg  iba  priTileges  of  free  citiuns. 
I  very  readily  aaknawJedgb  Uiat  ibere^repro- 
vittoDt  in  tba  ConiliititioQ  .which  reoogaiM  ila- 
very — wbiah  I  coasidera  bind  of  eoupaet  by 
GOmpromiae,  into  wbicb  the  Stale*  muiually  an- 
l««d  when  tbey  adopted  (bat  inttruineitt,  about 
whicb  I  have  naither  a  right  nor  diapoaiiioD  to 
eomplaio.  I  bold  it,  sir,  as  sacredly  oindioff  as 
any  part  of  this  palladium  of  ooi  rigbtj.  and  lo 

G event  its  due  operaiioit  is  not  the  wish  of  my 
lart ;  at  the  aame  lime,  I  am  far  from  being  the 
advocate  or  friend  of  slaverjr.  If  I  were  to  be 
governed  by  my  own  personal  feelings,  iadcpead- 
•nt  ofaoy  other  eoDlrol,  or  ware  I  to  be  goided 
by  my  views  of  the  principles  of  the  eommoa 
latr,  1  shonldastgredly  sBy,noalavery.  But,sir, 
in  my  prcseat  sjiaation,  1  deem  it  my  dutjr  to  di- 
rest myself  of  all  prepossessions  and  partiolitie*, 
and,  as  a  legislator,  to  be  directed  by  ibe  eioresB 
pravisioaa  of  tbe  Constitution — the  glory  or  oar 
eeunity,  and  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

In  investigating  this  snbject,  I  shall  stadtouslf 
endeavor  to  .avoid  any  expression  whiob  may 
iaientionaliy  implicate  the  views  of  ibe  bonora- 
Me  gentlemen,  with  whom  it  is  my  piide  to  act ; 
and  with  eqaal  Eolicitude  to  avoid  sneh  dizrenion 
from  the  point,  as  again  to  discompose  tlte  feel- 
ings of  the  venerable  gentleman  from  New  York. 
But,  sir,  should  i  so  fat,  inadvertently,  diveige 
from  tbe  lax  parUamtntaria,  as  to  introduce  tbe 
debates  of  tbe  other  House,  1  assure  you  I  will 
not  complain  if  that  honorable  gentleman  shonld 
cAll  me  to  order. 

Preriom  to  my  advcrtiag  to  tbe  provision*  asd 
deuib  of  this  bitl,  it  was  my  intenticHi  lo  make 
a  few  obaervations  npoo  tbe  law  now  in  ibrce 
upoa  this  snbject;  the  ^isteoee  of  whiob,  in 
ny  view,  renders  tbe  pasaing  of  tbi*  altogether 
uaneaeMBir.  Bat,  as  mjp  romaika  have  been 
anlioipated  by  tbe  honorable  noilaman  from 
Rhode  bland,  (Mr.  Bobbill,)  f  iball  very  coo- 
•iady  observe,  that  law  provides  "that  whea 
'  any  ^tonhald  to  labor  in  any  of  the  States  or 

*  Tetntories.  under  the  laws  theFeof,  ihalteraape 
'  iMo  any  otker  Stale  or  Territory,  ibe  penoa  to 
'  whom  auch  labor  or  seiviee  may  be  dne,  his 
'  agent  or  altorney, is  empowered  to  seiie  or  arrest 
'  inch  fugitive  from  labor,  and  to  take  him  or  her 

*  before  any  judge  of  Ibe  circuit  or  distriet  courts 
'  of  the  United  maies,reslding  or  being  wiihin  the 
'  State,  or  before  any  msgistrate  of  a  county,  city, 
'  or  town  corporate,  whereinsucb  seizure  or  arrest 
'  shall  be  made ;  and  upon  proof,  to  the  satisfaction 

.  '  of  Mcb  judge  or  magistrate,  eilber  by  oral  tes- 
<  tintony  or  affidavit,  takes  beibra  aod  certified  by 


'  a  mOKisitaie  of  any  sneh  State  or  Territory, 
'>that  the  person  arrested  dolh,  under  the  laws  (rf 
'  the  Stale  or  Territory  from  whicb  be  or  *be 
'  fled,  owe  service  or  labor  to  tbe  person  claiming 
'him  or  her,  it  shall  be  tbe  duly  of  tucb  jitdge 
'  or  magistraie  to  give  a  ottUfioale  thereof  lo  auch 
'alaimaat,  bis  agent  or  attorney,  which  aball  boa 
'  sufficient  warrant  for  removing  the  said  fugitive 
'  from  labor  to  the  State  or  Territory  from  wfaich 
'  be  01  she  Sed." 

In  Ibis  section  of  the  law,  sir,  1  concalve  every 
provision  is  made  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  fu- 
gitive slaves.  that^Dtlemea  can  retitually  expect 
or  reasonably  desire.  They  have  .oodiing  more 
to  do  tbau  aeixe  the  fugitive,  and  apply ,  by  tbem- 
selvea  or  agent,  to  a  judge  or  magistrate,  and 
prove,  to  his  satisfaction,  by  oral  (esIimODj  or 
affidavit,  ibat  tbe  person  so  seized  has  fled,  and 
does  owe  labor  or  service  to  ibe  claimant,  and  tbe 
jud^e  or  magistrate  shall  issue  his  cerliScaie, 
which  shall  be  fiufficient  for  removing  such  fugi- 
ttve  lo  tbe  place  from  which  he  or  sbe  absconded. 
Tbis  is  a  concise,  plain,  and  easy  eonrie.  But, 
sir,  permit  me  now  to  examine  the  bill  under  our 
immediate  consideration. 

Tbe  proviaioos  and  details  of  this  bill,  in  mj 
humble  opinion,  are  very  deficient,  imperfeer, 
and  improper.  Tbe  first  section  provides  "t^t 
when  any  person  held  to  labor,  ttc,  sball  escape 
±e.,  the  pereon  to  whom  such  labor  may  be  due, 
or  his  agent,  may  apply  lo  any  judge  of  the  dis- 
irict  or  circuit  court,  Ac.,  or  to  any  jiulge.  or  two 
justices  of  a  court  of  record,  of  tbe  Slate  oc  Ter- 
ritory from  whence  sneh  fugitive  shall  have  es- 
caped ;  and  upon  proof  to  the  satiefaotioa  of  such 
judge  or  magistrates  that  uich  fugitive  ia  a  slave, 
&c^  and  doe*  owe  labor  to  ibe  person  otaiuing 
bim,  and  shall  become  bound  in  a  reoogniaaaee, 
dtc.,  10  perform  certain  acta,  then,  and  in  that 
cose,  it  sball  be  ibe  duty  of  such  jad^eof  the  dia- 
triei  or  circuit  court,  or  such  judge  or  m^istrates 
of  the  GUaie  or  Terrimy  from  whence  such  fa- 
gitive  shall  bare  escaped,  to  award  a  cettificate. 
Mating  the  place  of  abode  of  sucb  cioioMDt,  aitct 
•ettiag  fortli  tbe  name,  ag»,  and  sex  of  auch 
fugitive.  This  oerlificale  shall  be  verified  by 
the  signature  of  the  judge  or  jiuiice  award- 
ing the  same,  and  ^  the  certificate  of  the  clerk, 
under  tbe  seal  of  his  oonrt,  (if  theee  be  a  seal,) 
that  the  person  slguiif  the  eenifiaate  Brst  moa- 
tioned  is  a  judge  or  jnaiiee  of  the  deoeriptioD 
required  by  this  act."  Tba  eeoond  section  pro- 
vides "  that   on    pradaoing  such   certificMe  as 

-' lid,  to  any  judge  of  the  cirouii  or  diotrici 

oHuo,  or  judge  or  justtae  of  a  court  of  record  in 
the  State  or  Territory  to  which  such  fugitive 
>ball  have  escaped,  it  Mali  be  tbe  duty  of  •    ' 


public  bailiff  of  the  State  or  Tetriiory  last  afore- 
said, to  apprehend  sucb  fugitive,  and  bring  bim 
before  such  judge  or  justice.  And  if  it  shall 
thereupon  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  such 
judge  or  inagiBtTate,  by  tbe  oath  of  one  or  more 
credible  witnesses,  who  shall,  upon  their  own 
knowledge,  swear  to  tbe  identiiy  of  sticb  fu^- 
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■ire,  (lb*  owoei  at  diimant  being,  for  thia  par- 
pose,  deemed  ■  competent  wiiaera}  or  hy  the  vol- 
natary  eoirewioD  of  saeh  fogitire^  that  the  per- 
ton  lo  spptebeadcd  hith  stokpad  from  the  Stale 
whNein  ue  nid  eertifirale  wea  granted,  aad  is 
the  aame  bcibod  named  io  the  taid  certificate, 
ibaiaid  juage  or  justice  shall  deliTtrHsh  person 
to  the  owBer  or  bis  agent,  with  bis  certificate 
thereof,  or,  at  the  rcqiMst  of  sneh  owner  or  ageot, 
■hall  issue  Jtii  varraDt,  requiting  anjr  marshal, 
sheiifi^  sergesntj  eoiMtable,  or  pahlie  bailiff,  of* 
■neit  State  or  Territory,  to  Iske  charge  of  tneh 
fugitive,  sad  delirer  him  to  the  said  claimant, 
Ac.,  00  the  confines  of  the  State  or  Tcrriiorv 
lail  aforesaid ;"  and,  hj  the  same  process,  he  shall 
be  condvcted  to  the  place  from  which  he  ab- 
sconded. 

The  most  promineDt  exception  which  I  shall 
aole  in  the  first  aeetiaa  respeecs  the  character  of 
the  officars  to  be  employed  to  take  c^iainice  of 
a  crim^  and  aid  in  carrying  into  eONt  the  pravi- 
MODS  of  this  bill.  In  this  ease,  it  is  made  the  doty 
of  two  magistrates  to  lake  the  teslinony,  that 
sseh  fagitive,  being  very  impeifBctly  dewuibed, 
is  a  slave,  to  awvd  a  certiieate  of  this  fact,  to  be 
reilfied  aad  eulified  as  thetain  directed.  Here, 
sir,  yon  sail  opon  a  Stale  officer,  nadar  tha  Btate 
goreraiBCDt,  to  pcrfonn  a  judicial  act  author- 
ized by  a  law  of  the  Uniicd  States.  Upon  the 
•ervioes  of  this  officer  yon  have  ao  claim  j  to 
damAiid  them  yoa  have  no  power.  This  certifi- 
cate, which  is  the  (bundaiion  of  a  warraai,  is 
granted  witbont  ouh  or  affitmMion,  on  a  mere 
npreaeatauan  of  ihe  case. 

By  tha  second  section,  on  ptodnaiDg  this  osfli- 
Seate,  yoa  make  it  the  imperative  daly  of  a  jos- 
tice  of  the  paaee  to  graata  wanaat,  aathortting 
a  sheriff  or  eanstable  (as  he  if  ay  please)  to  ap- 
prehend such  fi^lve,aa  therein  impeiftclly  de- 
scribvd,  and  bring  him  before  aneh  Joetiee  for 
ezamiaaiton.  In  ihis  instance,  jreapveaamnefa 
validity  to  this  certificate  of  a  jnstice,  fMnied  in 
a  distant  Stateor  Territory, as  icgivM  tosjndg- 
■aent  obiaiaed  by  a  s<demn  decnioo  of  the  So- 
preme  Cont  of  anydtste  in  the  Unwn  in  may 
other  BCatc  la  afatainiag  ja^ments  «r  judioial 
dedstons  in  civil  actions  yon  rcqoite  witoesses 
npon  oath;  but  here,  where  the  liberty  and  rights 
of  the  citiacn  may  be  depending,  yaa  require 
none.  JodameBts  oat  of  the  State  wheie  they 
are  obtainet^  are  considered  Do  more  than  frtma 
facte  evidence  of  »  debt }  bm  ia  this  respect  the 
eettifieatc  is  made  stronger  evidence  or  a  fact. 
Hcic,  oolUMry  to  alt  the  ordiittry  rules  io  crimi- 
nal taoscMitions,  you  oblige  a  justice  of  tha  peace 
10  iiBwe  his  wanaot  to  apprehend  a  person,  with* 
ant  reqaiiing  the  applicant  to  give  oalh  or  aSr- 
matioD  of  vm  existence  of  a  crime,  or  of  the 

S^ronnd  of  suBpicioa.  Yoa  require  him  to  per- 
itrm  a  judicial  act,  which  mav  seriously  and  very 
materially  affect  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  whose 
jnrisdietion  in  civil  actions  is  restricted  to  thir- 
teen dtdlars  thirty-three  cents,  and  in  criminal  to 
six  dollars  sixty-six  eents,  by  the  oonetitntion 
and  laws  of  (be  State  which  gave  him  judicial 
existeace.   These  remarks,  however,  particalarly 


apply  to  die  Sute  of  New  Hampshire.    By  the 

f  to  pel  

under  a  law  of  the  United  States,  which  exposes 


t  section,  you  require  and  oblige  (or  subject 
3  a  fine)  a  eoaslaUe  or  sheriff  to  perform  an  act 
ilawof  tl-''-^*-^"-—    -•'■  ^ 


the  most  VBloable  privilege  he  can  enjoy  or  pos- 
sess here  on  earth. 

The  constable,  ander  the  laws  of  the  State 
which  are  to  direct  his  conduct,  is  not  cmpcw- 
ered  to  serve  a  piecept  where  the  sum  demanded 
exceeds  thirteen  dollars thirty-ihiee  cents.  He  is 
chosen  ij  a  town,  witbont  a  commission  or  re- 
spoosibiliiy,  many  times  little  informed,  snd  gen- 
esally  unacqaaiated  with  yocr  laws  snd  the  da- 
lies  required  nnder  them.  If  a  sheriff  is  em- 
ployed, he  is  a  coanty  officer,  appointed  by  the 
Oovernor  aad  Cotueil  for  five  yeara^  and  knows 
no  other  duties  than  such  as  are  pointed  out  to 
him  by  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  he  lives, 
and  particularly  relate  to  his  official  condoct 
within  the  limits  of  the  county  in  which  he  re- 
sides. 

What  isthisoffieerdireolMliodol  Toarrcsl 
a  fugitive  noon  a  warrant,  founded  npon  a  eerti- 
firate  Illegal  in  its  origin  and  imperfect  in  its 
structure.  The  only  daserintion  given  of  the 
fngiiive  by  which  the  officer  is  to  identify  and  be 
governed  in  making  the  arrests  is,  "name,  age, 
andaex,"wbich,in  Act,isnodescripliO)i.  There 
is  neither  color,  size,  nor  any  other  marks  required 
to  be  given,  by  which  the  officer  can  identify  the 
peraon,  or  safely  make  an  srrest. 

Here,  Ur,  Prcaident,  is  a  simple  sutetnent  of 
faots,  ae  they  aeiaa  in  czaminiDg  tafs  bilL  I  shall 
vuture  to  say,  the  conne  here  dfreeied  is  im- 
proper. Ji^j.  mote:  the  United  States  cannot 
eonatitutionalty  demand,  or  employ,  the  aaency 
of  any  other  pesrer  than  its  own,-  to  discMrge 
dniies  aad  penorm  aervieea,  under  criniinBl  laws 
amaaating  from  CoagrMs.  The  Consthnlion  of 
the  Uniicd  Siatea  expressly  says,  "The  indieial 
'  power  shall  axiaod  to  all  cases  in  law  and  eonity 
■ariaing  nnder  thia  Consiitatloo,  the  laws  of  the 
'Unitad  States,  aad  tha  treaties  made,  or  which 
'shall  he  made,  oitder  ihciranthwity.*' 

By  this  process  of  the  Oonstitntfon,  we  may 
distinctly  aae  where  the  judieial  power  of  the 
United  States  is  deposficd— that  the  laws  of  the 
United '  Sales  are  to  be  explained  snd  enforced 
only  by  afficen  csaated  by  the  constituted  au- 
iboiities  of  the  Uaifed  fiutes.  Are  State  and 
aoonty  judges,  and  justices  of  the  peace  officers 
made  nnder  the  Qovemaent  of  the  united  StaiesT 
if  ihey  are,  thev  are  so  made  by  a  law  of  C«i- 
gveas.  Wut  it  be  pieteaded  that  Congress  have 
authority,  by  n  l«islative  act,  to  prescribe  the 
duty,  create  the  office  and  the  officer,  ordain  and 
estauish  the  eonri  and  the  indge  1  The  doctrine 
is  prepaaterous ;  it  is  too  abenrd  to  be  admitted 
for  a  moment ;  it  would  bean  assnmptionof  powet 
inconsislent  in  ils  nainre  aad  dacgerous  in  its 
eoneeqoences.  A  part  of  this  duty  is  confided  to 
another  branch  of  the  Qovernment  by  the  ex- 
press provisions  of  the  Constitution  and  imme- 
morial usage.  The  Qovernment  o[  the  United- 
Slates  is  eomposod  «f  three  distinct  bnnohes— 
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each  of  whieh  bu  iatiu  to  ptifonn — the  Legia- 
lalire.  Bxeeutire,  and  JadicuJ.  They  are  de- 
sigoed  to  be  kept  a*  distinet  and  indepeodeat  of 
each  other  as  toe  nature  of  a  free  OoTenmieol 
will  admit,  ll  is  the  province  of  the  LeRiilaiure 
lo  make  lawi,  not  jadgefl.  Yod  hare  Uttfy  paned 
■  law  difidine  ilie  Stale  of  Fen  d*;  I  Tama  into 
two  dittricls,  by  which  a  new  court  is  created, 
bat  fou  hare  Dot  created  the  judges.  To  do  this 
by  l4W  would  hate  been  loo  nMoiTeit  a  riolatioa 
of  legislative  power  to  be  coantenaaeed  in  lhi« 
House.  These  State  and  eouutr  officers  are  not 
officers  of  this  OaverameDl,  and  Congreu  have 
■o  claims  umta  their  Mrvicea  as  aach.  It  is  the 
datf  of  the  ExecDti*e  department  to  appoint  oS- 
eers.  For  this  important  feature  in  the  structure 
of  our  Oovernmeot  (here  are  manr  cogent  rea- 
sons. The  law,  sod  the  execution  ofibe  law, 
should  alwajTE  emanate  from  different  sou rees. 
This  is  a  fuodameutal  principle  in  a  republican 
Ooveraraenl.  And  when  this  principle  is  aban- 
doned, one  of  the  great  barriers  to  the  encroach- 


able  consequence.  It  is  the  bosineis  of  the  judi- 
cial power  10  expound  and  exeeaie  the  Uws. 
For  these  duties  the  courts  are  qualified  bf 
their  previous  education  and  application  to  the 
general  and  particular  principles  of  jurispru- 
(leaee. 

The  extent  of  the  several  power*  and  duties  of 
these  respeciire  branches  of  the  Ooveniment  are 
4ist>octlT  prescribed  bj  the  Constiiation.  Each 
ha*  an  orbit  in  which  it  maf  s«felf  revoive,  and, 
while  i(  keepa  within  its  own  sphere,  no  danger 
will  result  from  its  leptimate  aetion;  bat,  when 
permitted  to  diverge,  collision,  confusion,  and  de- 
atrnetion  are  the  inevitable  consequeneea.  Ji  is 
not  sufficient  thai  an  agent,  who  performs  an  act 
for  the  United  States,  be  an  officer  of  the  United 
States;  it  most  also  appear  that  his  anihotitj  to 
perform  ibat  act  is  derived  from  a  legitimate 
MNirce,  otherwise  the  act  is  void.  For  an  officer, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  apprehend  a  per- 
son, bf  virtue  of  •  kw  of  Virginia,  would  be  an 
■llagal  arrest,  and,  of  eonrse,  void.  We  may  re- 
verse the  pouiion.  It  is  not  competent  for  an 
officer,  who  executes  a  law  of  the  Oeneral  Oov- 
■rnment,  to  ahoiv  that  there  it  sosh  a  Inw ;  but, 
that  he  derived  his  office  fion  the  constituted  aa- 
thorilf  of  the  United  StaCes.  Applj^  this  to  the 
Stale  01  eountjr  officer  whom  jron  emplov.    A 


sappoan  antbotitjr,  power,  and  jariadintii 
graDtiiigoraw«rnBl,preeappoeetamhorit)r.  To 
arreti,  presnppoaea  power.  To  commit  or  try, 
presupposes  Jnrisdietion. 

From  what  source  does  the  connij  jnstiee  re- 
ceive authoriir  to  arrest  a  person  under  a  law  of 
the  United  States!  Bnnlj  not  from  the  Stale, 
from  the  United  States.  You  give  him  no  an- 
ihority— you  eannoL  The  Uws  of  the  Oeneral 
Government  do  not  make  him  a  judicial  officer, 
DOT  invest  him  with  judicial  power.  He  poa- 
•  seHes  powers  for  certain  purposes,  to  be  exercieed 
accordjBg  lo  the  Constiiation  and  laws  of  that 


independent  sovereignty  from  whom  he  derived 
all  hit  aathorily. 

On  this  view  of  the  subject,  sir,  I  am  led  te 
the  conclusion  that  Congren  has  no  Conitiu- 
tionnl  power  to  authorize  an  officer,  aader  n  State 
government,  to  perform  a  judicial  act.  Ai  fslsc 
premises  give  rise  lo  incorrect  conclusions,  it  mty 
M  proper  for  me  distinctly  to  state  and  define  m; 
view  of  judicial  power  and  a  judicial  act.  Sound 
premises  render  sophistical  reasoning  unneces- 
sary, and  present  the  force  of  an  armament  in  s 
eonvineiog  point  of  view.  Bv  judicial  power,  1 
nndersiand  Conslilutional  and  "legal  aotfaority 
'  and  discretion  to  adjudicate  on  any  metier. 
'  which  is,  in  some  form  or  wny.  the  subject  el 
'  litigation  and  controversy ;  ano  he  who  eiei> 
'cises  such  auiboritr  and  discretion,  performi  > 
'  judicial  act"  To  declare  what  shall  be  a  rule, 
or  make  a  law,  is  an  act  of  legislation ;  but  to  ap- 
ply the  law  to  tbe  case,  is  a  judicial  act.  Judi- 
cial discretion  extends  only  to  the  applieatton  of 
the  rules  of  law  to  the  facts  and  circumstances 
of  each  eaae.  And  this  discretionary  power  of 
applying  the  rules  of  taw  to  the  variety  of  cases 
which  may  be  presented  for  adjodtcaiioo  carries 
with  It  other  incidental  powers,  as  the  right  to 
judge  of  the  compeleney,  pertinency,  and  credi- 
bility of  evidence.  If  these  positions  are  correct, 
it  needs  no  argument  lo  show,  that,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  the  judge  or  justice  «ei- 
cises  judicial  power  in  every  instance  in  which 
he  is  authorized  to  act.  On  the  applJeation  of 
the  owner  of  a  fugitive,  or  his  agent,  the  judge  oi 
justice  is  lo  decide,  in  view  of  the  tetiiroony  pre- 
sented, whether  he  i*  a  slave,  and  does  owe  ser- 
vice or  labor  to  the  claimant,  aeeording  to  tlie 
laws  of  the  State  or  Terntory  from  which  sneh 
fugitive  may  have  escaped.  This  being  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  the  claimant,  or  his  a^nt,  ea- 
ters ialo  a  recognisance,  on  certain  eoadition^  to 
perform  certain  acts.  In  canaeqnenee  of  whieh 
the  judge  or  justice  grants  bis  certificate,  setting 
forth  the  name,  age,  and  sex,  of  such  fogitive, 
which  certificate  shall  be  verified  by  the  signa- 
ture of  tbe  person  who  grants  it,  and  shall  be  cer- 
tified by  a  clerk  of  a  court  that  such  officer  is  a 
Judge  or  juslice  of  tbe  deeertption  required  by 
thisacL 

This,  air,  I  consider  a  judicial  act — not  because 
giving  a  certifieaie  of  a  fact  is  a  judicial  act,  but 
oeeause  the  certifieaie  has,  in  iti  ultimate  opera- 
tion, tbe  very  nature  of  a  warrant.  The  efficacy 
given  lo  it,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  entirely 
channa  it  from  the  originalchancier  of  aainiplc 
ceruoBate,  and  makes  it  a  sufficient  warrant  for  a 
spceifia  judicial  act.  On  presenting  this  certifi- 
cate to  a  jndge  ot  justice,  in  a  Stale  or  Tertiiary 
to  whieh  the  fugitive  may  have  escaped,  it  is 
made  ample  authority  for  him,  nay,  you  declare 
it  is  bis  "  duty  to  grant  a  warrant,  authorizing  a 
'  sheriff  or  consiaue  to  apprehend  such  fugitive 
'  and  bring  him  before  such  magistrate;  and  if  it 
'  shall  (hereupon  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of 
'  such  judge  or  magialtale,"  by  the  testimony 
then  produced,  "that  the  person  so  ajiprehended 
'  has  escaped,  &c.,  the  mid  judge  or  justiea  gJwU 
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'delireriacb  persoa  to  the  owacr,  or  bis  *geiii, 
'  wiih  his  certificate  thereof,  or,  at  the  reqant  of 
'  Hich  owner,  oi  s^dU  shall  issue  his  wuraat  re- 
'  qDiiiDgaDy  sherifi^  «c^  lo  take  charge  and  cus- 
'lodyafsueh  fugitire,  and  deliver  him,"  &c.  If 
it  shall  here  appear,  on  eiamioatioii,  b^  the  tes- 
timony offered,  that  the  person  named  in  the  cer- 
tificate, and  arreited,  is  a  fugitive,  the  justice 
shall  deliver  him  (o  tho  claimant,  or  issue  his 
wutaot,  and  commit  him  to  the  custody  of  an 
officer.  In  these  iastaneea,  I  presume,  no  one 
will  contend  that  the  justice  does  not  peiform 
judicial  acts.  If  it  is  possible  foi  a  magistrate  to 
exercise  judicial  poncr.  it  must  be  in  the  per- 
formanCB  of  the  duties  above  en  joined. 

It  is  not  only  in  graatiog  a  warrant,  bat  in  de- 
termining on  the  competency  of  the  tesiimony, 
and  the  legality^  of  the  duty  performed,  that  this 
judicial  power  is  exercised  ;  it  is  (be  province  of 
1  jadicial  officer  to  judge  of  the  propriety  and  ei- 
ncise  the  power  of  issuing  a  wariaat  lo  arrest  a 
person.  This,  I  presume,  is  a  principle  univer- 
ully  admitted. '  "  To  juage  of  the  grounds  of  an 
aecnsatioD,  on  which  a  wariam  to  arrest  may  ot 
may  not  be  issued,  is  as  really  a  judicial  act  as 
the  process  of  trial  and  eoadem nation."  Neither 
names  of  office,  forms  of  evidetice,  aor  degree  of 
criminaiily  hare  any  esseatial  weight  in  deler- 
mining  the  abstract  naiure  and  character  of  juda- 
eial  power.  This  capacity  to  exercise  the  judg- 
ment, in  view  of  teslitnony,  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  doubts,  obviatiag  objections,  and  deci- 
ding on  matters  wbJeh  are  affirmed  on  the  one 
pan  and  presumed  lo  be  denied  on  the  other,  is 


ofajusiiee  of  the  peace,  in  granting' 
to  arrest  a  p«non,  is  an  exetciae  of  judicial  pow- 
er. This  view  of  the  subject  perfectly  coincides 
with  ttie  opinion  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  ibe  United  Stales,  in  the  ease  of  Judee 
Laurence.  (3  Dallas's,  rep.  S3.)  Duting  the 
consular  convention  mih  France.  Jodge  lAU- 
lence,  being  district  judge  of  the  United  Stales, 
for  the  district  of  New  York,  was  required  by 
the  vice  consul  of  the  French  Republic  to  issue 
■  warrant  to  apprehend  Captain  Barre,  comman- 
der of  a  Iri^ie,  then  lying  in  (he  harbor,  belong- 
iox  lo  the  French  Republic,  as  a  deserier.  The 
juge  deemed  it  necessary,  lo  justify  him  in 
eranting  a  warrant,  (hat  the  consul  should  prove 
by  the  roll  of  ihe  ship  thai  Captain  Barre  was 
one  of  the  crew  of  the  mid  frigate.  The  consul 
piopMed  other  evidence,  but  (he  judge  consid- 
ered ihis indispensable ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
appiicaiion  was  made  to  (he  Supreme  Court  for 
a  mandamu*  to  compel  (be  judgje  to  i»sue  a  war- 
rant.  The  court,  on  deliberation,  decided  the 
ease  and  refused  the  maodamue;  and,  in  assign- 
ing their  reaiona  and  expressing  iheir  opinion, 
tay  "  it  is  evident  that  the  district  judge  was  act- 
ing in  a  judicial  capacity,  when  lie  delerojined 
(hat  (be  evideoce  was  not  sufficient  (o  anihoriie 
Us  issuing  &  warrant."  Hence,  I  conclude,  that 
granting  a  warrant  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  is 
one  of  those  preparatory  judicial  acts  wucb  is  a 


pottion  of  that  judicial  power  which  forms  one 
of  the  great  branches  of  our  Qorernmenii  and, 
being  such,  i(  can  be  performed  under  a  law  of 
(he  United  8(ates  only,  by  a  judge  or  justice  of 
(he  United  ?tates,andno(  by  any  State  or  eoua(y 
judge  or  justice,  as  such.  Were  we  to  examine 
the  principles  of  the  common  lawon  this  subject, 
WBshoultlQod  that  granting  a  warrant  in  that 
sense  is  a  judicial  act.  But,  noiwiihsianding  all 
these  Coosiitutioual  and  Iwal  embarrassments, 
you  call  upon  Ihe  justice  and  enjoin  it  upon  liim 
tg  issue  his  warrant  upon  the  certificate  presented 
by  the  claitnani  ot  his  ageuL  I(  will  be  natural 
for  the  justice  to  examine  this  instrument  previ* 
ous  lo  his  acting  under  it  as  competent  authority  j 
and,  on  (his  eiaminatioa,  will  he  not  pause  a 
moment?  What  is  the  pretended  description 
given  of  the  person  to  be  apprehended  7  Only 
"  name,  age,  sex" — not  even  stature  nor  color— 
which  may  be  justly  considered  no  description. 
But,  further,  will  not  the  justice  be  led  to  ioquite 
into  the  legalil];  of  this  act  and  the  propriety  of 
his  peiforming  ill  He  is  not  an  officer «f  the 
United  Stales.  From  whom  does  he  derive  bis 
authority  Eo  act  in  a  judicial  capacity  t  T« 
whom  is  ha  accountable  1  What  is  (o  govern 
his  conduct  1  As  before  observed,  coosidering 
him  a  justice  of  (he  peace  In  the  Bute  of  New 
Hampshire,  be  will  have  recourse  lo  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  that  State.  This  Constitu- 
tional instruction  will  be  (bus  expressed:  "No 
'  subject  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  any  crime  or 
'  offence  until  the  same  is  fully  and  plainly,  sub- 
'  Btantiolly  and  formally  described  to  him,  or 
'  compelled  to  accose  or  furnish  evidence  against 
'bimielf!  and  every  subject  shall  have  a  right 
'  to  produce  all  proofs  tbat  may  be  favorable  to 
'  bimeelf,  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face,  and 
'  to  be  fully  heard  in  his  defence  by  himself  and 
'  counsel.  And  no  subject  shall  he  arrested,  im- 
'  prisoned,  despoiled,  ot  deprived  of  his  property, 
'  immunities,  or  privileges,  put  out  of  the  protec- 
'  tion  of  (he  law,  exiled  or  deprived  of  bis  life, 
'liberty,  or  estate,  but  by  the  judgment  of  bis 
'  peers  or  the  law  of  the  land.  Every  subject  has 
'  a  right  lo  be  secure  from  all  unreasonable 
'  searches  and  seizures  of  his  person,  bis  houses, 
'  his  papers,  and  all  his  possessions.  Therefore, 
'  all  warrants  to  search  suspected  places  or  arrest 
'  a  person  for  examination  or  trial,  in  prosecu- 
'  tions  for  criminal  matters,  are  contrary  to  (hia 
'  right,  if  the  cause  or  foundation  of  them  be  not 
'previously  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation; 
'  and  if  the  order  in  a  warrsnc  to  a  civil  officer 
'  to  make  search  in  suspected  places,  or  to  arreat 
'  one  or  more  suspected  persons,  or  (o  seize  their 
'  property,  be  not  accompanied  with  a  special  de- 
'  signation  of  the  persons  or  objects  of  search, 
'  arresi,  or  seixure;  and  no  warrant  ought  to  be 
'issued  but  in  cases  with  (he  formalities  pre- 
'  Kctibed  by  Uw." 

By  this  fundamental  law  of  the  State,  we  dis- 
tinctly see  that  no  warrant  can  be  issued  to  arrest 
e  ptrson  unless  supported  by  oalb  or  affirmation, 
W(th  a  special  designatiou  of  ibe  person  to  be    ' 
apprehended.    But  oeitber  of  these  is  (endeccd 
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CBsenliil  br  the  bill  aoir-UDder  coDsiderttint,  as 
his  been  cleaHjr  shown,  which  I  coDiider  k  rery 
matnUl  defect  (hat  ought  to  be  remedied  bf 
amendment. 

The  sentiments  of  Blsckttone  on  this  suttee t 
are  io  perfeei  nnison  with  those  which  hare  beeo 
already  adraaeed :  "We  are  now,"  says  BIsek- 
stooe,  Com.  289,  90,  "  to  consider  the  regular  and 
'  arditiarr'  method  of  proceeding  in  the  conns  of 
'  criminal  jarisdiciion,  which  may  be  dislribated 
'  rader  twelre  general  heads,  fattowing  each  other 
'  in  progreasiTe  order,  riz ;  1,  arrest ;  S,  eommit- 
'  meat  and  bail ;  3.  proseeation ;  4,  process,"  &c. 
And,  speaking  of  tne  arrest,  be  Mfs  "  a  jnitiee  of 
'  the  peace  hath  power  to  isaae  a  warrant  to  ap- 
'  prebetid  a  persm  accused  of  felonfj  though  not 
'  yet  indicted ;  and  he  may  also  issue  a  warrant 
'  (o  apprehend  a  person  suspected  of  felony, 
'  ihcto^n  the  originnl  stnpicion  be  not  in  bimsetf, 
'bat  in  the  party  who  pravs  his  WBrrani;  be- 
'  ea«Mhe  Is  a  competent  jad^  of  ihe  prababilitr 
'  oSered  to  fairo  of  snch  sa3[)ieion.  Bat  in  botb 
'  caees-ft  is  filtiog  to  examine,  upon  oatb,  the- 
'  party  requiring  a  warratit.  as  well  to  aseensiD 
'  that  there  i*  a  felony  or  other  crime  committed, 
'whbont  which  no  warrant  shonld  be  granted, 
'  n  abo  to  prove  the  cause  and  probabHiiy  of 
■  Buspeetiag  the  parly  against  whom  the  warrant 
'  is  prayed."  The  prohibitions  of  the  constito- 
tion  of  the  State,  and  the  evseniiftl  prerequbitei 
laid  down  by  Blackstone.  would  seem  amply  suf- 
ficient to  deter  the  nrneciing  magii>irate  from 
issuing  his  warrant  to  arrest  a  person,  with  all 
the  imperfections  justified  by  th«  proftiians  of 
this  bill.  Bat,  when  we  recar  to  the  express  pro- 
rbioni  of  the  Consiitnlion  of  the  United  States, 
the  only  instrument  which  can  gire  legitimacy 
to  Ibis  bill,  and  find  its  details  materially  defi- 
cient, and,  m  kome  respects,  directly  prohibited, 
I  conceive  any  further  illoitraiions  or  arguments 
would  be  needless.  Fourth  article  of  the  amend- 
mAts— "  the  right  of  the  people  to  be  secare  in 
'  tlwir  persons,  EoDses,papera,  and  effects,  against 
'  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be 
'  Tiolated ;  and  no  warrant  shall  issue  bat  npon 
'  probable  cause,  supported  b^  oath  or  affirma- 
*  lion,  and  parlicnitriy  describing  the  place  to  be 
'  seatehed,aad  the  persons  or  ibingsto heseized." 
The  perspicuity  of  this  article  in  the  Gonstitit- 
tion  ii  loo  clear  to  receiTc  any  additional  light 
by  comment ;  il  is  too  definite  to  be  mitappre- 
bended ;  it  is  too  obligatory  to  be  teristeil  or 
evaded. 

Bfr.  Presideut,  1  observed  that  Coiigresa  hare 
no  Owslitational  power  to  authorize  officers,  com- 
mistlooed  by  State  Governments,  to  perform  ju- 
dicial dnties  under  the  criminal  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Perhaps  a  moment's  attention  to  the 
deelarilions  of  the  Constitation  on  this  subject, 
may  place  this  position  in  a  clearer  point  of  view. 
Art.  3.  sec.  1,  "  the  judicial  power  of  the  United 
'  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Conrt,  and 
'  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Coogress  may,  from 
'  time  to  time,  ordain  and  esiablisb."  Art.  1,  see. 
8,  "  the  Coogress  shall  have  power  to  eoasiitute 
iribanaU  inferior  to  the  Sv^me  Court,"  ani^ 


Art.  3,  sec,  2,  "  the  judicial  power  shall  Extend  to 
'  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  tbii 
Constitution,  the  laws  of  tbe  United  States,  aoil 
the  treaties  made  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
their  authority."  These  specific  declarations 
define  the  origin  and  the  extent  of  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States,  in  the  most  concise 
and  conclasive  manner.  It  distinctly  shows  from 
what  source  this  power  shall  originate ;  where  it 
shall  t«  deposited;  and  how  f£r,  and  to  whit 
cases  it  shall  extend.  Compare  these  with  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  defines  Execniivt 

Kwer.  Art.  2,  sec.  1,  "  the  Executive  power  shall 
vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America."  But^  however,  "  in  cose  of  the  remo- 
ral  of  the  President  from  office,  or  of  his  death, 
resignation  or  inability  to  discharge  the  powen 
and  duties  of  tbe  said  office,  the  samesbsll  aevnlvt 
on  the  Vice  President,  ana  tbe  Congress  may,  by 
liW;  provide  for  the  case  of  remorat,  death,  resig- 
nation, or  inability,  both  of  the  President  and 
TicePresident,declarinz  what  officer  shall  then 
act  as  President,  and  such  officer  aboil  act  accord- 
ingly, until  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a  Pres- 
ident shall  be  elected."  Sir,  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say,  Coogress  are  not  competent  to  vest  this 
Dower  in  any  other  officer,  while  the  Prestdrni 
lives  and  holds  the  office.  But  why  1  Becau!^ 
this  provision  of  the  Constitution  is  definite  and 
express— but  no  more  than  that  which  respects 
the  other  branch  of  the  Government.  TbelaD' 
guage  is  perfectly  similar.  "  The  judicial  power 
shall  be  vested,"  Ac,  "  the  Executive  power  shall 
be  vested,"  &c.  From  these  express  provisions, 
and  positive  prohibitions  of  the  Cooatitation,  the 
power  of  Congress  is  defined,  in  establishiaf 
coarts  of  law,  and  the  sathority  of  the  courts  re- 
gulated in  the  performance  of  daty. 

And  it  seems  to  follow,  as  an  inevitable  conre- 
quenct,  that  Congress  have  no  power  nor  right 
to  prescribe  where  the  judicial  authority  ahafiai 
shall  not  veet-^they  are  not  competent  to  say  it 
shall  not  vest  in  a  supreme  and  inferior  cooit. 
No,  tbey  may  constitute  inferior  courts,  and  dii- 
lrihute,and  re^ohte  judicial  authority  among  the 
courts,  as  provided  by  the  Constiiution,  but  they 
have  lio  right  to  invest  such  power  in  any  tniD' 
ner  whatever,  difierentiy  from  that  which  isU' 
plicitly  prescribed  by  tbe  Constitution. 

Now,  then,  a  question  arises ;  do  tbe  provisjoet 
of  this  bill,  requiring  and  commanding  the  per- 
formance of  judicial  duties,  by  State  or  coontyi^ 
ficers,  ordain  and  establieh  an  inferior  court  agiee- 
ably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Consiiiuiionl  Thi^ 
I  presume,  will  not  be  pretended.  Then  the  an- 
avoidable  resnlt  is,  that  officers  commissioned  bf 
a  Slate  govemmeei,Bhoald  they  perform  serriett 
under  tbe  laws  of  the  United  States,  they  are  dd* 
United  States  officers ;  bat  are  officers  of  coorti 
of  the  Stale  from  which  they  received  their  com- 
missions.  If  they  are  not  transformed,  from  aa 
officer  or  court  of  a  State,  to  an  officer  or  conil 
of  the  United  States,  by  a  legislative  act  of  Con- 
gress, then  they  have  no  authority  to  explain  «t 
enforce  laws  emanating  from  that  source.  '* 
conflrmationoftfaeseposittona,  I  must  again  biT( 
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r«cour»  10  tbe  opinion  or  tfa«  Supreme  Court 
of  ifae  United  States,  MarEin  r»  Hunter's  Lessee, 
1,  Wheaioa  334.  "  In  all  cues  Hrising  under  the 
'  C  on  111  [u  [ion,  laws,  and  treaiiea  of  tbe  Uaned 
'  Stales^  tbe  Slate  coarts  conld  not  ordioarily, 
'  (that  IS,  under  the  old  conrederaiioa)  possess  a 
'  direct  jariadietion.  Jnrrsdiction  over  sneb  cases 
'  coDid  not  exist  in  State  couru  preTions  to  the 
'  adoption  of  the  Consiitmioo,  and  could  not  af- 
'  terwards  be  directly  conferred  on  (ben) ;  for 
■  the  Consiitation  ex^iressty  requires  ibe  jndicial 
'  power  to  be  vested  tn  courts  ordained  and  es- 
'  tablished  hj  tbe  United  States." 

Tbis  opinion  has  been  expressed  in  strAn^  terms 
by  tbe  supreme  eonrls  of  seven!  of  tbe  principal 
States  in  the  Uuion  :  viz.  Ohio,  Msryland,  Penn- 
sjrlvania,  Virwinia,  and,  I  tbink,  New  York.  No, 
HiTj  the  IraDster  of  this  power  to  State  or  county 
oracets  cannot  be  done,  ii  never  ought  to  be  done. 
TbeUniiedStatesareanindependeotBovereignty, 
enlirely  distinct  from  Ibe  several  Slate  Qovem- 
ments.  And  each  Slate  is  an  independent  sover- 
eignty, as  really  so,  as  that  of  France  and  Eng- 
land. Hence  tbe  United  States  hare  do  authority 
10  enforce  the  taw's  of  iodividaaf  States;  nor  in- 
dividual Stales  the  l«ws  of  other  Slates,  or  those 
of  tbe  United  Stite«.  I  imagine  it  is  a  priociple, 
established  by  all  governments,  tbat  tbe  eYpouod- 
ing  and  enfbrcing  of  tbe  penal  laws  of  an  inde- 
peadenl  State  belongs  eiclusivety  to  such  State. 
Tbe  English  courts  adhere  so  rigidly  to  tbis  salu- 
tary principle,  that  they  will  not  enforce  tbe  rev- 
enue laws,  nor  any  part  of  the  penal  code  of  any 
foreign  State.  The  same  principle  baa  been  scm- 
palouslr  observed  on  the  Continent  of  Europe. 
Even  the  several  States  which  formerly  compo- 
sed the  seven  United  Provincea,  noiformly  main- 
tained tbis  important  doctrine;' whose  priocinles 
of  government  were  more  analogous  to  ours  than 
those  of  any  other  nation  whatever.  In  no  in- 
stance  would  one  Province  piesame  to  eipoimd 
and  enforce  the  penal  laws  of  aiioiher.  And  we 
are  lanzht,  sir,  from  Tery  high  authority,  that  this 
prlnctpfe  has  been  applied,  and  extended  in  some 
iDsiances  to  civil  causes,  as  in  tbe  esse  of  Gason 
vs.  Wordsworth,  2,  Veray,  336,  where  a  commis- 
sion to  take  testimony  being  sent  from  the  court 
of  ebancery  of  England  to  Sweden,  the  King 
of  Sweden  refesed  to  eiecute  the  commission;  re- 

Sniring  it  to  be  done  by  some  magistrate  in  Sw^- 
e^  according  to  Ibe  laws  of  his  Kinedom. 
Something  not  altogether  dissimilar  to  this 
took  place  in  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  in  ibe  case 
of  McKean  vs.  BrufT;  a  bill  of  discovery  was 
filed  in  tbe  ebancery  court  of  Maryland,  stating 
that  the  defendant  had  knowledge  of  certain  facta, 
to  which  he  might  depose,  as  material  evidence 
for  (be  plaintiff  in  a  caose  depending  in  Virginia; 
and  Iherefore  prayed  that  the  defendant  might  be 
compelled  to  make  affidavit  of  (hose  fac(s,  to  be 
used  in  evidence  in  a  suit  depending  in  Virginia. 
To  which  bill  the  defendant  demurred ;  and  al- 
though the  claim  (o  the  relief  was  preased  with 
Seat  ability  and  argomeni,  bv  Mr.  Breckenridge, 
e  nlaiotio's  counsel,  tbe  Chancellor  sustained 
(he  demurrer,  on  the  grond  that  the  eoart  had 


no  power  to  compel  a  witness  to  give  evidence 
under  such  circumstances.  Tbe  fonrth  article 
second  section  of  the  Constiiatton,  which  definea 
the  mode  in  which  a  fugitive  from  justice  to  one 
Slate  may  be  apprehended  in  another,  and  re- 
manded for  trial  to  the  State  whose  criminal 
code  had  been  violated,  is  a  virtnal  recognition  of 
tbis  general  rale,  as  to  criminal  cases.  Hence, 
it  seems  very  clear,  that  this  general  principle, 
that  one  State  will  not  expound  and  enforce  the 
criminal  laws  of  another,  admits  of  no  exception. 
And,  I  believe,  no  State  in  this  Union  has  vti»> 
laled  the  general  principle,  and  I  eo  net  ode  thej* 
will  nor.  But,  here,  sir,  you  command  an  indi- 
vidual, wlthoQl  any  conrniisalon  or  corapenu- 
tion  from  yonr  GoremmeDt,  to  expound  and  en- 
foree  a  law  of  tbe  United  States. 

Hot,  sir,  permit  me  to  take  another  view  of 
(be  subject.  It  is  not  expedient  for  the  United 
State»to  call  on  State  mad  county  officers,  under 
State  governments,  to  pnfbrm  any  doty  under 
the  criminal  laws  of  Cftngress.  It  is  much  mote 
suitable,  correct,  and  proper,  to  empower  oaly 
the  officers  of  the  General  Government  to  exe- 
cute its  laws.  It  may  justly  be  considered  a  per- 
version of  (he  Cons(itu(ton  of  the  United  States, 
and  extremely  dangerous,  to  commit  power  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  ar«  no  way  officially  re- 
sponsible ;  end,  also^  very  unjust  to  end  service 
wiLhont  compensation  ;  especially,  in  tnanv  in- 
stances, where  the  State  constitution  and  laws 
peremptorily  prohibit  the  perforrasnce  of  such 
official  acts  with  tbe  iofbrmalities  allowed  by 
tbe  provisions  of  ibis  bill.  With  the  officers  of 
the  United  Stales  it  is  otherwise.  They  derive 
their  appointment  and  official  existence  from  yonr 
Qovernment,  (o  be  employed  in  yom  service  In 
(be  execution  of  your  Uws;  tbey  are  comaen- 
aated  by  tbe  General  Government,  responsible  to 
It,  remorable  and  punishable  hy  it,  and  upas 
their  services  you  have  just  claims.  But  ihi) 
connexion  and  mutual  obligation  between  (be 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  individual 
State  and  county  officers  does  not,  and  cannot, 
exist.  They  denre  their  official  existence  and 
power  from  ibe  sorernment  of  the  State  in  whicb 
they  reside.  The  constitution  and  laws  of  their 
Stale  define  and  regulate  iheir  power  and  duties ;  . 
tbe  extent  of  (beir  jurisdicdou  in  civil  and  crim- 
inal causes,  and  the  tenure  of  their  officesi  They 
are  commissioned  to  perform  services  fot  the 
State;  (hey  are  compensated  by  the  State;  they 
are  amerraelc  to  the  State;  they  are  removable 
and  punishable  by  the  State,  and  by  that  only. 

Sir,  allow  me  to  present  another  difficalty.  The 
tendency  of  this  principle,  if  permitted  by  the 
Stales,  and  carried  into  general  operation,  is  to 
derange  and  confuse  the  Slate  tuiboiiiies  through- 
out the  Union.  If  you  can  reasonably  aod  justly 
demand  the  service  of  one  State,  or  county  offi- 
cer, you  may  of  two— there  is  no  end  to  the  de- 
mand. Tou  certainly  may,  by  parity  of  reason- 
ing, use  State  and  county  courts,  and  officer*,  as 
agents  to  heat,  try,  and  condemn,  for  any  crimi- 
nal violation  of  your  laws.  No  distinction  can 
be  made— Sute  and  county  coaria  may  be  de- 
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atrored.  For,  if  ibe  State  tribaakla  »d  be  jd- 
Tested  with  the  jurisdiclioD,  eoDatiiutioDBllri  end 
txptestlf  Tested  id  the  judicial  officen  of  ihe 
United  Slates,  aad  ihe  oameroua.  Tsrioui,  and 
complicated  powers  and  duties  of  tioiticoinbiDed, 
uid  iDTesled  ia  the  Mine  officer,  it  ii  Terr  ob- 
Tious  that,  in  many  iDitaoees,  conQictJDg  mter- 
ests  would  ensue,  and  it  might  be  extremely  dif- 
ficult, if  not  impossible,  lo  determine  what  ci^urae 
might  be  the  most  eligible  and  correct  lo  pursue. 
Sir,  on  recurring  to  the  sixth  section  of  thia  bill, 
another  serious  eril  preseota  itself.  Yon  eaii 
opoD  a  sheriif  to  perform  a  serrice,  for  which  his 
commisaioD  giTea  him  do  authority;  and  you  fine 
him  five  hundred  dollars  if  he  refuse  or  neglect. 
If  lie  perform  the  seryice,  he  may  be  liable  to  in- 
dictment and  impriaonment,  and,  if  he  neglect 
the  service,  he  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  five  hundred 
dollars.  This  liability,  in  part,  ariaea  from  the 
extieme  imperfection  of  tbe  description  required 
by  this  bill.  Nothing  but  "name,  age,  and  aex." 
I  will  illustrate  this  ao^gcaiion  by  an  example: 
Suppose  ■  |>eraoD  applies  lo  a  jualice  in  the  ex- 
treme part  of  the  cotioty  of  Rockingham,  in  New 
Hampahire,  for  a  warrant  to  apprehend  a  fugitiTe 
in  Poriamouth?  The  sheriff  is  goTcrned  entirely 
by  ihe  direcliona  in  the  precept,  and  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  agent.  He,  under  the  direction  of 
ihe  agent,  seizes  a  peraon  aa  a  fugiiiTe,  and  con- 
dusta  him  to  the  justice  who  iaaued  ibe  wairant. 
Here  he  i*  identified  by  the  agent,  delivered  over 
lo  him,  and  conducted  to  Qeorgia.  But,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  imperfection  of  the  description, 
the  ignorance  or  design  of  the  agent,  on  exami- 
nation in  Qeorgia,  he  provea  not  to  be  the  fugi- 
tiTe intended  by  Ihe  certificate.  He  is  therefore 
discharged,  and  returns  to  bia  home,  enlera  his 
comptaiol,  and  brings  hia  action  against  the  aher- 
iff  for  false  imprisonment,  who  may,  under  the 
operation  of  tbia  bill,  be  subjected  to  all  the  em- 
barraaamenis  which  I  have  suggested.  Add  to 
this,  sir,  the  penalty,  which  ia  recorerable  for  the 
sole  beoefit  ol  the  slave  claimant,  together  with 
■11  damagea  which  may  accrue. 

Sir,  I  did  intend  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  oiaih  sectioo,  and  ^o  upon  the  complete 
anspention  of  the  habeas  corpus;  hut,  aa  many  of 
my  rciections  have  been  anticipated  by  other 
honorable  gcnilemea,  and  as  the  patience  of  the 
Senate,  at  this  late  hoar,  must  be  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, I  will  close  my  remarks^,  by  obaerTing  that  I 
present  these  crude  tuggesliona  at  this  lime,  that 
the  Committee  may  consent  to  a  tecommitmeDi 
of  Ihe  bill,  to  review  it  in  its  various  perls,  amend 
it  where  it  is  necessary,  and  present  ii  to  the 
House  in  a  more  unexceptionable  form. 


TuESDAT,  March  10. 


,  by  Mr.  WiLLAHB  of  Tennessee,  tbi 
Uommjttee  on  MiUiary  Afiaiia,  tu  wbom  was  re 
ferred  the  memorial  of  Richard  Varick  and  others, 
surviving  officera  of  the  Revolutionary  army, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  canaiderstion 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsidemtion  of  the 


report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  William  Qarable;  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Stobek  aubmilied  the  following  motioo 
for  consideration : 

SeMohed,  That  the  Conmiltee  on  Post  Offices  end 
Foat  Boads  be  instructed  to  iaqnim  ioto  the  causes 
which  so  fieqaentlj  prevent  tfae  dne  anivsl  of  th« 
pablic  mail. 

Mr.  QoLDflBOBauoH  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Connctl  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  praTing  that  the  12(b 
and  13ih  sections  of  the  act  of  July  1st,  1612,  may- 
be modified  oi  repealed,  to  relieve  them  from  the 
interference  of  the  Levy  Court,  and  that  th« 
avenues  and  areas  formed  by  such  large  public 
ways,  diverging  from  the  rectangular  aireeta,  with 
the  bridges,  trees,  and  lampe,  which  maj  be 
deemed  useful  or  ornameutal  to  them,  maj  be 
improved  by  the  United  Slates,  and  placed  uader 
the  direction  and  care  of  the  Supermtendeat  of 
the  Public  Suildiags,  or  that  such  other  aid  be 
given  to  them  as  lo  Congreas  may  seem  just  aad 
reasonable :  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  RoBGBTE  presented  the  petitian  of  Benja- 
min O.  Orr,  and  others,  citizens  of  Washiogtoo, 
praying  the  incorporation  ofa  fire  insurance  com- 
pany ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  Ibe  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  lo  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  John  Hall ;  and  the  fnr- 
Iber  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Friday  next. 

The  two  bills  and  the  resolution  brought  up 
yesterday  for  concurrence  were  read,  and  aevet- 
ally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cata  Bunnell,  was 
read  the  aecond  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fbomentin,  the  petition  of 
Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit,  of  the  Stale 
of  Loubiana,  presented  at  the  last  aeasion  ol  Coa- 
gresi,  praying  the  confirmation  of  their  title  to  « 
certain  tract  of  land  in  aaid  State,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ih« 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  reduce 
the  staff  of  the  Army  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
WiLUAUS,  of  Tennessee,  ihe  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  fixing  the  compeniatioo  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,  together  with  the  amead- 
ments  reported  thereto  by  a  select  committee; 
and  ihe  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
Pbebident  reported  the  bilL  to  the  House  amend- 
ed accordingly,  and  the  nmendmenis  having  beea 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  further  amended,  the 
amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
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iofornied  the  Senate  that  tbe  Hoqh  hare 
a  bill,  en  tilled  "An   act  retpecting  (he 


Muied 


li  tbe  Senate. 

Tbe  bill  last  meoiioned  was  read,  and  pas»ed 
to  ibe  second  reading. 

The  Senate  reratned^  a*  ia  Gommillee  of  the 
Whole,  ibe  coatideratioo  of  tbe  bill  extending 
the  time  for  locating  military  land  mrranta,  in 
certain  cam;  aad  no  amendment  baring  beeo 
made  thereto,  ibe  Fbesidbnt  reported  tbe  btU  lo 
the  HoDW,  and  it  waa  ordered  to  be  eogroMed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Tbe  Senate  reiumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Ibe  contideration  of  tbe  biU  moecting 
certain  sectioas  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  re- 
served for  tbe  purposes  of  reliyioD ;  and  Ibe  bill 
having  been  amended,  od  tnottoa  bj  Hr.  CamP' 
■ELL,  the  further  eonuderation  thereof  was  post- 
poned aniil  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  returned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  lbs  bill  aatborizioc  a  subaetiption  fcff  the 
eleventh  volnme  of  State  Papers ;  and  on  motion 
by  Ur.  DAoanrr,  the  farther  eonuderation  Ihere- 
or  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

WsnitE80*y,  March  11. 

Mr.  SANroBD,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Maoafactures,  lo  wbom  tbe  latgect 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  concerning  tbe 
bounty  or  allowance  lo  fishing  Tesaels  in  cer- 
tain cases ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  parsed  to 
the  secoad  reading. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  Irom  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  wbom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of  Margaret 
White,  widow  of  CQloael  Anthony  Walton 
White,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  tbe  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
ber  petition.  Tbe  report  and  rewlDtioa  were 
rend. 

Mr.  RflBsnTB,  from  tbe  same  commiliee,  to 
wbom  was  referred  the  petition  of  BeajamiD 
Welle,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  tbe  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  repoit  and  rcsolntioo  were 
read. 

Mr.  RoHEBTs,  from  tbe  same  committee,  to 
whom  woe  referred  tbe  petition  of  JameiMoore^ 
also  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reaoliiilon, 
that  tbe  peiiiiooer  bare  leave  (o  withdraw  bis 
petition  and  documents. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tenoeisee, 
Thomas  Robinson  and  others,  a  committee  in 
behalf  of  tbe  surviving  oEGoers  of  ibe  Pennsyl- 
vania line  of  tbe  Rcrolnijanary  Army,  and 
Ricbard  Vatick  and  otben,  snrviving  oflbeTa  of 
tbe  Revolntionary  Army,  had  leave  to  withdraw 
tbeir  pelitiftni  teipeetively. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Robbetb,  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of 
Joseph  W.  Page,  were  disobargcd  frem  the  fui^ 
ther  sonsideratioo  thereof  and  the  peiitioaH  bad 
Imvb  to  withdraw  his  ptutjon. 

Tbe  Senate  retamed  the  eeaaidemtkiD  of  the 
16th  Cob.  IM  Sbis.— 9 


motion  of  the  lOtfa  instant  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Post  Offices  and  Post  Road* 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  so  frequently 
prevent  the  due  arrival  of  tbe  public  moil;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  resolntioo,  which  originated  in  the  Sen- 
ate, Siiog  the  time  for  tbe  adjonrnraent  of  the 
first  session  of  the  fifteenth  Congreti,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Tbe  resolution  from  the  Honse  of  Represent- 
atives, fixing  tbe  time  for  the  adjoornment  of  the 
first  session  of  the  fifteenth  Congrett,  was  read 
tbe  second  time. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  sonibern  district 
of  New  York,  snd  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  tbe  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  tbe  United  States  within  the  State 
of  New  York,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  set  altering  the  lima  fat 
holding  a  lessioo  of  tbe  district  court  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  tbe  same  committee. 

Mr.  RoBERTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  tbe  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  tbe  relief  of  Samuel  Ward;  and  the  bill  waa 
read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading; 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbbident  of  tbe  Uniteo  States: 
To  the  Stnale  of  tht  Vniltd  Statu  .■ 

Ia  compliauee  with  •  tesolation  of  the  Senate,  re- 
qnestiBg  mfanDotion  rMpeeting  the  laqoiiitieiui  that 
•mn  mode  on  tbe  controeton,  iMtwseii  the  Ut  of 
Jnneand  the  34th  of  December,  1B17,  for  depositoi  of 
pre^aiono,  in  advaoce,  at  the  MTeral  pM*  on  tha 
firantiaraoirOen^ia,  and  the  adjoining  tenil«Ti  Ibeir 
eofidnd  in  compliance  therewitfai  the  smonnt  wmoBey 
advanced  to  B.  Q.  On,  and  die  extent  of  his  Mara, 
with  a  Dopv  of  tbe  artidea  of  contract  entered  into 
with  him,!  new  lay  bebie  die  Senate  a  report  ftom 
the  Secretary  of  War,  wbieb,  with  the  doeamenU  ao 
componylnB  it,  will  aiSnd  the  Infbrmetian  desired. 
JAMES  HONBOE. 

WisBixaTov,  March  11,  1818. 

The  McssBse,  together  with  the  report  and  ac- 
companying documents,  were  read. 

PDGITIVB  SLATES. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  hill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  delivering  up  persons  held  to  labor 
or  service  in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories, 
who  shall  escape  into  aoy  other  Stale  or  Terri- 
tory }"  and  tbe  bill  having  been  further  amended, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Ruooles,  that  tbe  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  July  next,  it  was  determined  in  tbe 
negative^eis  11,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Y>As— m*«is.  Bunill,  Bogsett,  Honey,  Hunter, 
King,  Morrow,  titMt,  Koberts,  Rnnles,  Ticbonor, 
end  Von  Dyke- 

NATO— H^na.  Oamaball,  OntteadoB,  DiakeMW, 
eailM,  G  ■'-  -      - 


,  OeUslMcongh,  JohMOBt 
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Oa  moCioD  by  Mr.  Daqqett  io  strike  oat  tbe 
following  section  of  ibe  bill: 

8>c.  B.  And  be  it  further  enaeled,  Thkt  whenaTer 
the  Exeeotin  Bathonty  of  any  Blata  in  tha  Union,  or 
of  ajtheroftha  ToiTitonMthai«of,aba]l,rorarinbeluU' 
of  uij  cidMn  oi  infaabiUnt  of  sQch  Bute  or  Territory, 
demiiiduiy  ItagitiTeilaTeof  tlwExeciitiie  iDtliori^of 
■nyfiUte  orTraiitory,  to  whiehinch  olaTe  ■h»]l  haie 
flul,  and  ihtU  moraorei  produce  •  cntiflcste,  imiod  pnr- 
■Duit  to  the  flnt  Motion  of  thii  act,  ittballbe  thedntj 
of  Ilia  ExecntiTa  ■ntliorilj'  of  tbe  Stale  or  Teniiory  to 
whicb  •neb  IngitiTa  ahall  ba*e  Bed,  to  caoM  tun  or 
her  to  bo  UTOited  and  Mcnred,  and  notice  of  Iba  or- 
nat  to  be  giren  to  tbe  GiecntiTo  authority  making 
ouch  demand,  or  to  the  agent  of  auch  antbority  ap- 
pointed to  rtciive  tbe  fogitiTe,  and  to  ciuw  auch  iiigi- 
titt  to  be  deliiered  to  the  laid  agent,  on  the  confina 


to  tbe  place  from  trhence  the  aaid  fbgitife  ahall  hava 
OM^ed  ;  and  the  reawinable  eipenaa  of  auch  arroit, 
detention,  and  delirery  of  aucb  fogitire,  ihali  be  paid 
by  the  aaid  agent. 

It  wu  dcicrraJDed  io  the  negative— yeas  13, 
DSfa  16,  as  follows : 

Tx4»— Meaara.  Burrill,  Daggett,  Dickeraon,  Hor- 
aey.  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Horril,  Noble,  Roberta, 
Rogglea,  Ticbenor,  and  Van  Dyke. 

N^Ti— Maaan.  Campbell,  Crittenden,  Eppea,  Tro- 
mentin,  GailUid,  Goldaboroagh,  Leake,  Macon,  Otia, 
Smith,  Btokea.  Tait.  Talbot,  Taylor,  WUliama  of  Mia- 
waippi,  and  Willianu  of  ToDneaaae. 

On  motion  bj  Mr.  Vak  Dtke,  Io  iniert  ia 
•eetion  2,  line  13,  after  "  eerilBcaie,"  "  and  doth, 
nnder  tfa«  lawa  of  the  Sinle  or  Territory  from 
which  he  or  she  fled,  owe  aervice  or  labor  Io  the 
penon  elaiming  him  or  her;"  it  was  deiermined 
in  the  aegaliTe— yeas  11,  Bay*  J8,  as  follows : 

T>AB— Meura.  Burrill,  Daggatt,  Honey,  Hunter, 
Lacoek,  Horril,  Noble,  Roberta,  RoggUa,  Storer,  and 
Tan  D;ke. 

Niia— Heur*.  Campbell,  Crittenden,  Eppea,  Fro- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Goldaborongh,  Jofanaon,  King, 
Leak*,  Macon,  Otia,  Sanfbrd,  Smith,  StokM,  Tail, 
Talbot,    Williama  of   MiMuwppi,  and. William*   of 

The  bill  hariofr  been  further  amended,  ih« 
Pbbbideht  reported  it  lo  tbe  House aceordingijr; 
ud  the  amendmeots  hBTJog  been  eonoarreain, 
OD  motion  by  Mr.  Lacdce,  to  add  the  following 
aeelion  to  the  bill: 

"  Sic.  — .  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  tbii 
law  shall  be  and  remain  in  force  for  tbe  term  of  four 
yeara,  and  no  longer." 

The  Senate  being  equally  difided,  the  PsEBt- 
DENT  determined  the  question  in  ibe  sffirtnative; 
and,  on  the  questian.  "  Shall  the  araeodments  be 
engrossed  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time,  u 
amended'!"  it  was  determined  in  the  llirmative. 

Tbobbdav,  March  13, 

Mr.  RoBCBTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Clalmi, 

W  whom  WBa  referred  lh«  memotial  of  a  com- 1 


miilee  on  behalf  of  the  aurviviag  officers  of  the 
ReTolotionary  Army,  solieitins  an  eqaltaUe  set- 
tiemcnt  of  the  hnlf-pay  for  life,  as  promised  bf 
the  resolves  of  Coagreia,  made  r  report,  aceom- 

Eanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  peiiiionen  hare 
!ave  to  withdraw  their  petition.  The  report  aad 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  GflLDSBOBOUOB,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  ColumbJB,  to  whom  me  referred 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  G.  Orr  and  others,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  incorporate  a  Are  insuraace  com- 
pany in  the  City  of  Washington ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  ptissed  lo  ihe  second  reading. 

Mr.  Odldbbobocob,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Ad- 
lum,  made  a  report  thereon;  whteh  wb«  read. 

Mr.  RoBBKTB,  from  the  Coramillee  of  Clainw, 
ID  whom  was  referred  tbe  ))etiiion  of  Aihael 
Clark,  made  a  report  thereon  |  which  was  read. 
He  also  reported  a  biU  for  the  relief  of  A«ha«| 
Clark;  and  Ihe  bill  was  read,  and  parsed  to  ih« 
second  reading. 

Mr.  CawrBiLL.  from  the  CommiUee  on  Pi- 
nance,  to  whom  the  tubjeet  was  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  repay  or  remit  certain  alien  duties  therein 
described;  and  Ibe  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SANroRD  presented  [he  petition  of  Bdinda 
Bowie,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  whose  husband, 
a  sailing-master  io  the  aervice  of  the  (Jailed 
States,  was  lost  in  ihe  Eperrier,  leariog  her  with 
five  children,  entirely  aoptovided  for,  and  pray- 
ing relief;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Commiiiee  on  Naval  Aflairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  (he  Committee  of  Claims,  to  wbom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Margaret  While,  widow 
of  Colonel  Anthony  Walton  White ;  and  in  cod- 
correoce  therewith,  tbe  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Moore;  and  in  con- 
eurreiKe  therewith,  the  petiiioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  bis  petition  and  doeuraenu. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wns 
referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Welh;  and 
in  eonearrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer 
of  tbe  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  coneerBiog  the  bounty  or  allowance 
to  fishing  vessels  in  ceriafo  cases,  was  read  ibe 
second  time. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward,  was 

ad  the  second  time. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  for  estending  Ihe  time  for 
obtaining  military  land  warrants  in  cerlaio  cases, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compensa- 
lioDs  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Chrk  of 
the  Home  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  clerks 
employed  in  tbeit  offices,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  passed.  The  title  being  amend- 
ed so  as  to  read  "An  act  fixing  the  compensalieni 
of  the  Seeretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  tbe 
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HoDB«  of  Reprewnti  lifts,  of  the  eltrb  employed 
!■  their  officn,  and  of  ibe  Librarian." 

Mr.  Chittbuder,  Trom  ihe  Commitlee  on  ibe 
JniliciaTy,  to  whom  wii  refeired  the  bill,  eatiiled 
"Ad  act  ilteriog  the  tine  foi  hotdiae  a  snsioa  of 
(he  ditlnct  coort  in  the  District  of  Maine,  report- 
ed the  same  wiihoui  tiaeDdmeat. 

Mr.  CatTTBHDBR.  from  the  Mine  committee,  to 
whom  iraa  referred  the  bill,  eoillled  ''Ao  act  to 
alter  the  ttme  of  boldins  the  eireoit  court  io  the 
SoQthcn  district  of  New  York,  and  for  other 
purpose*,"  reported  Ibe  aame  wilhoat  amend- 


Mr.  CaiTTEMDaR,  from  the  si 
whom  wa«  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao  aet're- 
specliiif  Ihe  district  codtIb  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  New  York,"  reported  the 
same  with  an  ameDdmeni ;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  reaameit  the   consideration  of  ihe 


ther  amendmeDt  haTing  been  proposed  thereto, 
Ibe  bill  was  vrdered  to  be  cngroaied  and  read  a 
third  lime. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mobbow,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  coo- 
■ideration  of  the  hilt  allowing  addliioaal  salarv 
and  clerk  hire  to  the  sarreyor  for  the  Illinois  and 
Minouri  Territories,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and 
an  amendmecl  having  been  proposed  thereto,  the 
farther  eoosideration  thereof  was  postponed  nniii 
lo-morrow. 

Mr.  Kiito  presented  ihe  memorial  of  Aqnitia 
Giles,  who  was  a  major  in  the  ReTolntionary 
Army,  stating  that  in  December  1782,  be  feceired 
a  warrant  from  the  War  Office,  drawn  on  the 
Paymaster  Oeneral  of  the  Army,  for  fire  hun- 
dred dolian,  being  the  amonnt  of  pay  due  him 
foi  that  year,  which  was  not  paid,  the  Paymaslet 
not  baring  funds,  aad  prayinf  the  passage  of  an 
act  anibotizing  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  the  Mint,  together  with  Ibe  interest  thereon; 
and  Ihe  memorial  was  reid,  and  referred  to  ibe 
Commiliee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Bdhtbb  presented  the  memorial  of  Fran- 
cis Henderson  and  family,  heirs  and  reprcseaia- 
lires  of  John  Laurens,  deceased,  a  lienienant 
colonel  in  the  Army  of  the  Uniied  States,  and 
some  time  commissioned  by  CongrcM  special 
Minister  to  Ihe  Couri  of  Fiance,  praying  the 
allowance  of  a  certain  eUim  exhibited  in  the 
memorial,  with  prorision  for  the  dincbarge  of  the 
same;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
(□  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  QoLDBBOBOUOB,  from  the  Commiitee  on 
the  Disiriel  of  Colambia,  reported  a  bill  to  rega- 
lale  the  fees  of  public  nolirie<  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and 
the  hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Ibe  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Uis* 
sifsippi,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  giring  to 
the  original  purchasers  who  hare  or  may  forfeit 
tbeir  Unds,  on  or  before  the  Isi  day  of  May,  1819, 
the  right  of  pre-emption  or  pieferanee  to  purchase 


same;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  PnbLic  Lands. 

The  ameadmeois  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  proride  for  delirerins  up  persons  held  to  labor 
or  serrice  in  any  of  the  State*  or  Territories 
who  shall  escape'inio  any  other  Slate  or  Terti- 
tory,"  having  been  reported  by  the  commiliee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  hill  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended;  and,  on  the  qnestion,  "Shall 
this  bill  pass  as  amended  1"  it  was  determined  in 
Ibe  affirmatire — yeas  17,  nay*  13,  as  follows : 

TiA* — MesCTs.  Campbetl,  Crittenden,  Eppes,  Pro- 
mentin,  Gaitlard,  Oofdiboraogh,  Johnson,  tfaoon, 
Oti»,  Banftrd,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tail,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Williams  of  Miarissij^i,  and  WiUiaint  ^TennesMe. 

Rats— Me*n>.  Burrill,  Daggett,  Dickenon,  Her- 
••y,  Hiratar,  King,  Laoook,  Kottow,  Noble,  SobMrta, 
Rngfles,  TieheBOT,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Bo  it  was  ReMolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amend  men  Is. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Michael 
H<^an,  made  a  report;  which  was  read.  He 
also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Michael 
Hogan  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  establisbment  of  naril  depots  and  dock  yards; 
and  no  amecdmeot  baring  been  made  tbetelo, 
the  PBEBit>BnT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House; 
and  the  foriher  consideratioa  tberapf  was  post- 
poned onlil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  adiuiting 
the  claims  to  land,  and  establishiair  land  ofllees 
in  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans  [ 
and  the  further  consideraiion  thereof  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conaideration  of  the  resolution  pro- 
riding  for  the  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the  Foni- 
teenlG  Congress  among  the  members  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Congress,  who  bare  not  been  (applied 
therewith;  and  ibe  same  baring  been  amcDded, 
the  PRBSiDBNT  reported  it  to  the  House  Bcsord- 
ingly;  and  the  amendmenu  being  conenired  In, 
the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  lime. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  additio* 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  useful  arts,"  together  with  the  aiaend- 
menls  reported  lhereto\y  a  select  eammittwe; 
aod,  the  amendmenu  haring  been  agreed  to,  the 
Pbbbidbbt  repotted  the  bill  to  the  House  amend- 
ed  aeeordiogly;  and,  the  amendmenu  being  «»- 
cuned  in,  ine  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroased, 
and  resd  a  third  lime. 

pBiDAT,  March  13. 

Mr.  Tatlor  presented  the  petition  of  sundrf 

'  iBbaWianuof  the  town  of  TincenBes,  in  the  Suie 

'of  Indiana,  praying  to  be  permitted  to  change  the 
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location  of  ceriiio  Uoda  ibereia  detcribed :  aod 
the  petiiion  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Public  Laoda. 

The  bill  for  ihereliefofAthael  Clark  wasrcad 
tbe  secood  time. 

The  bill  toaaiborize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
tuj  to  repay  or  remit  certain  alien  duties  tbereiu 
deacribea.  vai  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  recnUte  the  feea  of  public  noiariei 
in  the  conotf  of  WaBhioglon,  in  the  District  of 
Colambia,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Miebael  Uogan  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considetatiou  of  the 
report  of  ibe  Committee  of  Claimt,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  John  Hall,  praving  that 
Congress  mav  pass  a  law  authorizing  the  allow- 
ance of  one  hundred  and  flfi;  doubrogiis  in  the 
•ettlement  of  his  aceonnts  at  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, which  be  state*  to  hare  been  robbed  from 
bim  ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Stobbr,  the  farther 
oonsidemtion  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
tepori  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
Inmbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Adlam ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  com- 
mittee  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considetatioo  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  a  committee  on  behalf 
of  the  surviving  officers  of  ihe  Revolutionary 
Aimy,  soliciting  an  equitable  Beltlement  of  the 
half'pay  for  life,  as  promised  by  the  resolves  of 
Congress;  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  ihereio, 
it  was  determined  ia  the  affirmative — yeas  23, 
nays  3,  as  follows: 

XBis— Mesan.  BniriU,  Ciittendsn,  Danett,  Didt- 
etson,  Epn%  Boreey,  Hunter,  King,  htea^  Macon, 
llpnow,  NaUe,  BoberU,  Rngglaa,  Sanfmd,  Smith, 
Stokes,  SlMer,  Tsit,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  and 
Winiams  of  Misaissippi. 

Nats — Messn.  Gold 
Dyke. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  petdioneis  have 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts,"  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Baolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  mates  to  cases 
arising  nuder  the  law  relaiing  to  patents." 

The  resolution  directing  thedisiribation  of  the 
lawsoflheFoorleeDthCoogressarooiig  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Fifieenib  Congress,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill 

tons  of  coli.^ ... ..  , 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  NoHLB,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
W  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Oodfrey  H. 
Belong  late  a  Lien  ten  an  I  in  the  Arm;  of  the 
United  Blaies,  made  a  report,  aeeompanied  hy  a 
lesoltition,  that  the  petitioner  hare  leave  to  with- 


Midsboraugh,  Johnson,  and  Tan 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  anthotize  the  establishment  of  naval  depots 
and  dock  yards ;  and  the  further  conai  derail  on 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  adjusting 
the  claims  to  land,  and  establisbinjr  landofficea 
in  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  poat- 

Sned  to,  and  made  lite  order  of  the  day  for,  M oa- 
ynexi. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morbow,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  hill  allowiog  additional  salary 
and  clerk  hire  to  the  suiveyor  for  the  lUinoiaaod 
Missouri  Territories,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and, 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  tha  PRBaiasKT  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordiogly;  and,  tits 
amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  WIS  referred  the  petition  of  Be- 
linda Bowie,  made  a  report,  aeeompanied  by  a 
resolution,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw her  petition.     The  report  and  resolution 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  reduce  the 
Staff  of  the  Army ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  poaipooed  to,  and  made  the  oider  of 
the  day  for,  Monday  nest. 

The  Seneie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideraiian  of  the  bill  respecting 
certain  sections  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  re- 
served for  purposes  of  religion ;  and,  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  amended,  the  PansioBirr  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly ;  and,  the  amendment* 
being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 

MoNDiY,  March  16. 

Mr.  Stobcr  submitted  the  following  motioa 
for  consideration: 

Bttoivid,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instrncted 
to  procnre  copies  of  the  azisting  militia  lawa  of  the 
aerersl  Stales  and  Territories,  with  oemct  reports  <tf 
the  DOmber  and  organizatioQ  of  their  militia,  and  catiae 
the  same  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  on  the  AiM  week 
of  their  next  seaslon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
repoTi  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy,  and  also  the  memorial  of  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  Marioe.Corps,  attached  to  the 
Mediterranean  squadron ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Tait,  the  further  coosideralion  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  memorials  and  petitions  of  sundry 
merchants,  nnderwrilers,  and  insurance  compa- 
nies, on  the  inbject  of  French  depredationi;  and, 
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on  motion  b^  Mt.  Robbsts,  the  farther  conRid- 
«Tatioa  thereof  wu  poitponed  ODtil  tLis  day  two 

Th«  Senate  reiumed  the  eonsidenlioD  of  the 
lepoTl  of  the  Committee  of  ClainiEi,  to  whom  was 
referTed  the  memeriil  of  John  Hall,  late  a  Major 
In  the  United  States  Marine  Corps ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  friiom  was  referred  the  bill  to  profide 
for  the  porcbaM  and  distribnlion  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States,  reported  theiame,  with  am«id- 
ments;  which  were  read. 

The  following  Mesiag*  waa  receiTed  from  the 
PsxaiDHHT  or  TEi  UxiTin  Statis: 
To  lit  Smalt  and  Hbtut  of 

Btprt»aitalw*  of  ike  Onittd  Stata  : 

la  compmnea  with  a  leselatiDn  ot  the  Bentte  of  the 
8th  of  Dvcwnber,  ud  of  th«  House  of  Repreeentative* 
■f  lbs  S4th  of  Pebniar;  last,  I  lay  before  Congress  s 

b  the  OoT- 
'o  ezplsin  loUj  the  natora  of  the 
_.   .__  i  the  United  States  and  Spun,  and 

iB  coodnet  of  the  partiea,  it  baa  been  fSmnd,necea>snr 


Twort  of  the  Se^tsiy  of  State,  and  the  ^pers  n 
red  to  in  it,  napectlnf  the  negotiation  witb  the  t 
enun^t  of  Spam.    To  explain  loBj  the  natoie  ot 


,    -  -    .      -.    ,   ,    .    ngivB 

a  fliU  'rtarrof  the  whole  sabfaet,  and  place  the  eondnet 
of  the  United  Bmics,  in  ev«7  rtag^  and  ander  ereiy 
drauMtanM,  fcr  jasllee,  modeialion,  and  a  firm  ad- 
faerenM  to  their  rigbts,  on  the  high  and  banorabls 
gionnd  whidi  it  has  inTariaUj  anstained. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasuxbtox,  JHorcA  14,  1818. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  aeeompanyinj 
doctiments,  were  read,  and  two  hundred  addi- 
tional copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  followiQE  Mesaace  was  also  recaiTed  from 
the  PsBainENT  or  thb  Ukited  States: 
7b  tit  SemtUe ^  tke  Vmted SMu: 

In  eoBpliaaca  with  a  nadntion  of  the  Senate  of  the 
Umted  StBtaa,  of  tbe  Slst  of  Oeeembst  last,  raqoeat- 
ins  the  nasident  to  caws  to  be  kid  baftn  Ihem  a 
staUnMit  at  the  pfoeeedinp  which  mn  hava  bean 
bad  nndec  the  acts  of  Congnsa,  paaaad  mi  the  Sd 
March,  18IT,  eaUtled  "An  ael  to  set  apart  and  dispeae 
of  certain  pnUic  lauds  fin  the  aneontafemsnt  and  enl- 
tivation  of  the  vine  and  oUre,"  I  now  banmit  a  ie> 
pott  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  l^sasnir,  centring  all 
flie  inflviDatiDn  poassaied  bj  the  Exeentiis,  relating  to 
the  proceedings  under  the  aaid  act. 

JAMES  HONSOE. 

Waskixstos,  Xarek  16,  1818. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  report  wen 


the Pbisioent  of  tbi UmTEit  Statsb; 
Ti>tii»SaiaU<^  tie  Umiltd  Statu  .■ 

In  compliauce  widi  arasolntioaof  the  Senate  ef  the 
United  States,  of  the  3d  of  Fobnair  last,  ninasting 
tlio  Fresidant  to  cause  to  be  laid  beion  tham  "aatat*- 
Blent  of  ths  progrei*  made  nnder  the  est  to  pnmda 
bi  surveyiog  the  coast  of  the  United  Stales,  passed 


tnnimit  a  report  from  the  Beeietan'  of  the  Tretnur, 
oonteiniag  ths  infcrtDation  reqaiied. 

JAMES  MONSOE. 

Washixotox,  March  16, 1818. 

The  Message  and  accompaofiDg  report  were 
read. 

Mr.  OoLOBBORouoH.  from  the  Committee  im 
(he  District  of  Columoia,  reported  a  bill,  sapple* 
mental  to  aoaet  entitled  "Anactfutihet  loamend 
the  charier  of  the  City  of  Washington ;"  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  hill  allowing  additioaal  salary  and  clerk 
hire  to  the  sarreyor  for  the  Illinois  and  Miseooti 
Terri  lories,  and  for  other  narposes,  was  read  a 
third  lime,  the  blank  filled  with  "three,"  and 
passed. 

The  bill  respecting  certain  sections  of  land  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  reaetred  for  purposes  of  n- 
ligion,  was  read  a  third  lime. 

Aeaoloeti,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  thai  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  to  Test,  in  trust,  certain  see- 
tioBs  of  laad  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Ohio." 

The  Senate  rcaumed  the  coBsideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committea  on  Naval  Afiain,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Belinda 
Bowie  ;  aod,  in  concnrrence  theiewiih,  the  peti- 
tioner bad  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tke 
report  of  the  Committee  oa  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Oodfray  H.  Beldiog; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had 
leaTe  to  withdraw  his  petition, 

Mr.MoBBowpreaented  the  memorial  of  Michael 
Jones,  Register  of  the  land  office  at  Eaakaskias, 
stating  the  inadequacy  of  the  compeasation  he 
has  received,  and  praying  relief;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  tcad]  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ^ 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  fire  insurance  oOKR- 
paay  in  the  City  of  Waskingloa,  was  read  ths 
second  time. 

The  Senate  teiumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  adjnatinf 
the  claJma  to  land,  and  establishing  land  ofiorn 
in  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans ;" 
and,  sundry  amendments  having  beeu  Moposad 
thereto  by  Hi.  Jobmcoh,  «n  vouon  by  Hr.  Tal- 
bot, the  further  consideratioa  thereof  was  poac- 
poned  lo,  and  loada  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Wednesday  next,  and  tha  proposed  amendments 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mt.  Roberts  sobmitied  the  following  motion 
for  cooaideratioD : 

Retolttd,  That  a  oonunittaa  ba  ^poinled  to  inqnire 
into  tha  M^edisiMV  «f  maUng  fiirthac  proriaiea^  bf 
taw,  ior  na*«ntiBg  the  introdnetieii  of  alaTes  into  the 
United  Stales  feun  anj  fbreipi  kingdom,  ptaee,  n 
country. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  Bwoni 
Williams,  of  Indiana,  praying  compenaatioa  fin 
the  loss  of  sandiy  articles  of  ololhiog  white  ia  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates,  as  sUted  in  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  lbs  Com- 
mitiee  of  Claims, 
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The  Senile  rciiined,  a*  in  Committee  of  the  I  aoiii  King,  Lacock,  Monil,  Uonow,  OtM^  Btarer,  >nd 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  reduce  Teit- 


Ihe  ilaff  of  the  Aimf ;  aad,  ifier  debate,  the  Beuale 
tdjonrned. 

T  DBS  DAT,  M«rcb  17. 
Mr.GoLDBBOKOOGB,  from  the  Commilteeon  the 
Diitrict  of  Colnmbii,  reported  a  bill  to  make 
valid  certaia  act«  of  the  jastieei  of  the  peace  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  end  the  bill  wai  read, 
and  pttied  lo  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eppbs  prcKnted  the  memorial  of  Gales 
and  SeaioB,  of  Washiogton,  staling  their  inten- 
tion to  publish  a  Historjr  of  Ibe  Pioceediogs  of 
Ck>ngresG,  and  praying  a  subscripiion  for  «ucb 
tianiber  of  copies  as  may  be  required  for  the  pab- 
lic  institution!  of  the  countrr  ;  and  the  memorial 
was  iead,and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  lepoit  thereon,  bjr  bill  or  oiherwiM. 
Uessrs.  E»ia,  Kmo,  and  Buirili^  w«re  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  aapplemental  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  farther  to  amend  the  charter  of  ibe  Citf  of 
Washington,"  was  read  the  aecond  time. 

The  Innate  resumed  the  eonsideratioo  of  the 
motion  of  the  16ih  instant,  for  insirneiing  the 
Bectetar^  of  War  to  procure  copies  of  the  exist- 
ing militia  laws  of  ibe  sereral  States  and  Terri- 
tories, with  correct  reports  of  the  number  and 
organizattOB  of  their  militia,  and  cause  the  same 
to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  on  the  first  week  of 
their  next  session ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  lEe  consideration  ol  the 
motion  of  the  ISth  instaat,  for  appointing  k  com- 
mittee to  intjuir*  into  the  expediency  of  making 
ftartber  proTiiions,  bf  law,  for  prereniing  the  in- 
troduction of  slaves  into  the  United  States  from 
any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country;  and, 
having  agreed  tnerelo,  Messrs,  Robebts,  Bus- 
bill,  Daooitt,  Macok,  and  Smith,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  HoRSBT  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Rudolph,  ofWilmiogton,Delaware,  praying  com- 
pensation for  losses  sustained  in  fuinishiog  rations 
to  the  army  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  Committee  of 
Ctnnmerce  and  Msunfactures  were  instructed  to 
ioquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  the  assent 
of  ConneM  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
North  Carolina,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
tick  and  disabled  seameo,"  passed  the  83d  of  De- 
•embtr,  A.  D.  1817, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  oon- 
aideration  of  the  resolaiion  of  ihe  House  of  Bep- 
nseniaiives,  Qiiog  the  time  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  first  session  of  the  PiAeeoth  Congress ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Daoobtt,  that  the  further  con- 
•ideiaiion  thereof  be  postponed  until  next  Mon- 
day week,  it  was  determined  in  the  afErmative-~ 
jtu  16,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Tbas— HeMTi.  Bnnill,  DaggBtt,  Dieherson,  From- 
mtin,  QaiUaid,  Goldsbotou^,  Horsey,  Hunter,  John- 


■Meetra.  Crittenden,  Eppes,  Leake,  Noble, 
Roberta,  RofgUs,  Ssnford,  Smith,  8toke%  Talbot. 
Tajlor,  TioDD,  Van  Djke,  William*  of  Hiss,  and 
™Uliams,  of  Tenueuee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  10  authorize  iheestablishment  of  naval  depots 
and  dock  yards ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  posipoaed  uottl 
'^-morrow.    Whereupon, 

Mr,  Kino  snhmitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Setolved,  Thst  the  Pnnd«nt  of  the  UaUoi  Btates 
be,  and  herebj  ia,  leqaeilad  to  caoaa  to  be  resumed 
■nd  completed,  a  sarrej  of  the  haibM*  of  Boston,  New- 
port, New  York,  with  tiie  two  entranco  Ihoreof,  of  th« 
waters  of  dte  lower  ChssspeaketM^,  and  of  Yoik  river, 
lor  the  purpose  that  two  suitable  statioDs  may  be  se- 
lected for  the  aaUhlisbment  of  araensJ  potts ;  that  ia 
conuuion  with,  and  aid  of  the  iutbI  oSoars  to  h» 
•mploved  in  this  swriee,  officers  of  the  eoipa  of  eDgi- 
naev  m  joined,  with  inslraeiiaas  to  survey  the  btr- 
boi*  and  walan  aforesaid,  and  the  islands  and  riHWea 
in  and  about  the  aaase,  ud  to  lepoit  skat  Ass  of  th* 
works  neeessai;  for  the  protectioD  of  ^  several  pUeco 
so  •orvejFed,  with  estimates  of  the  expense  of  their 
constractioo,  and  of  the  forte  requiaite  to  d<And  lh« 
That  Iheea  surveys  and  laporto  be  laid  batea 
ale  daring  lb*  first  week  of  the  nazt  asasisn  of 
CongTMs,  with  a  dengnatioQ  of  the  two  stations,  whieht 
in  the  Mparala  or  joint  opinion  of  the  parsons  to  be 
employed  as  afetoMid,  are  the  most  fit  for  the  astab- 
lisnment  of  two  arsenal  ports  as  aforeMid, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kmo,  the  Senate  resamed, 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  conaideraiion 
of  the  hill  for  the  relief  of  Aahael  CUrk ;  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the 
PEiainanT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol&  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  redaeethe 
stafi'  of  the  Army  ;  and,  an  amendment  havin(t 
beea  proposed  thereto,  oa  motion  by  Mr.  Kimo^ 
the  hill,  together  with  the  proposed  amendment, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
ASiiirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CAHPBBLL^e  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
eideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  remit  or  pay  certain  alien  du- 
ties therein  described;  and  the  bill  harioe  been 
amended,  the  PnEBii>ERT  reported  it  to  ibe  House 
accordingly ;  and  the  ameadmenis  being  concur- 
red in,  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  reiomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  adjust  the 
claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Vincennes,  and  for 
the  sale  of  the  land  appropriated  as  a  eommoa  for 
the  ose  of  the  inhahiianis  of  the  said  town  ;  and 
the  bill  having  twen  amended,  the  PsBsinBHT 
reported  ii  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the 
amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
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Th«  Sooate  letamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  progresB  of  usefnl  arts,  aod  to  lepeal  the 
acts  heretofore  made  for  cfaai  purpoM,  logeiber 
with  the  amendments  re poned  thereto  by  awleet 
committee',  and, on  motion  b;  Mr.DAOaiTT,  the 
farther  coniideratioo  thereof  WBipoitpoaed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  reaamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideration  of  the  resolution  for  an 
amendment  to  the  Conititution  of  the  United 
States,  in  relaiioo  (o  internal  improremeots ;  and, 
oit  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  fnriher  conside- 
ration thereof  WIS  postpoDedtmtil  Monday  aeiu 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoosideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Anderson  j"  end,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  RnaoLES,  the  farther  considera- 
tion thereof  was  poaiponed  until  this  day  two 
weeks. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoosideraiioD  of  the  bill,  eoiiiled  "An 
act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  district 
court  for  the  district  of  Virginia;  and  aoimead- 
ment  bafing  been  made  thereto,- the  Pkebivekt 
reported  the  bill  to  tbe  House,  and  it  passed 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  >■  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cooaideratioa  of  tbe  hill  respecting 
the  iurveying  and  sale  of  pnblte  lands  in  " 
Alabama  Territory  i  and  the  bill  haTioa>l_._ 
amended,  the  PnaaioBNT  iqwrted  it  to  tha  Hoaac 
accordingly;  and  the  ameiidmeots  being  con- 
curred in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  lime. 

The  Senate  reaamed,  as  in  Committee  of  thi 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Small,  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  the  FaiBtnEHT  reported  it  to  the 
Honse,  and  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  defray  the 
expenaes  of  the  miljtla  when  roarehing  to  places 
of  rendezroaa ;  and  no  ameadmeni  having  been 
made  thereto,  the  PasBinEnT  repotted  it  to  the 
Hooae,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

WiDNSSDAT,  March  18. 

Hr.  RofldLEB  preaented  tbe  memorial  of  Sbu* 
baet  Canana,  of  HIebigan  Territory,  prayioj;  to 
be  dlsehargM  from  >he  payment  of  bonds  given 
to  leenre  the  duties  mi  menthandise  neeesMrily 
transported  throngh  Canada,  on  their  way  from 
New  York  to  Detroit ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pinaoee. 

Tne  bill  to  make  valid  certain  acts  of  tbe  tus- 
lices  of  the  peace  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia, 
Was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eoustdcralion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Commeree  and  Man- 
nfaetnres,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Tenant  and  George  Stiles,  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  aterchants  and  ship  ownets,  ptay- 


ing  that  certificates  of  registry  may  be  granted  to 
their  vessels;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sakpokd, 
the  farther  eoQMderation  thereof  wis  postponed 


motion  of  the  17th  inatant,  for  renaming  and  com- 
pleiiag  I  snrvey  of  ceriatn  harbors  and  waters 
tor  the  purpose  that  (wo  suitable  stations  may  be 
selected  for  tbe  esiablishment  of  arsenal  porlst 
and  the  <ame  bavieg  been  amended,  was  agreed 
to  aa  fotlows : 

Reaolvtd,  That  tbe  President  of  the  United 
Stales  be,  and  hereby  is,  requested  to  cause  to  be 
resumed  and  completed,  a  survey  of  the  harbon 
of  Portsmonlh,  Boston,  Newport,  New  London, 
New  York,  with  the  two  eotrancea  thereof,  of 
ira  of  the  lower  Cheaapeake  Bay.  aod  H 
York  river,  for  the  purpose  that  two  iuiia))lesta- 
tis  may  be  selected  for  the  establishmeDt  of 
leoal  porta  ;  and  in  connexion  with,  and  aid  of, 
me  naval  officers  to  be  employed  in  this  service, 
officers  of  the  Corps  of  Bogineers  be  joined,  with 
inatruciiona  to  survey  the  harbors  and  waters 
afoiesaid,  and  the  islands  and  shores  in  and  about 
the  same,  and  to  report  sketches  of  the  works  no- 
cessary  for  the  protection  of  the  several  places  so 
surveyed,  with  estimates  of  the  expense  of  thrir 
construction,  aod  of  tbe  force  requisite  to  defend 
the  same. 

That  these  surveys  and  reports  be  laid  before 
the  Senate  during  the  first  week  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Conrress,  with  a  designation  of  the  two 
stations,  which,  in  the  separate  or  joint  opinion  itf 
the  persons  so  employed  as  aforesaid,  are  the 
most  fit  for  the  eitablisDnieiit  of  the  two  arsenal 
ports  aforesaid. 

Tbe  bill, entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  lime 
for  holding  the  district  court  for  the  district  of 
Virginia,"  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  tba 
Treasury  to  Kpar  '>■'  nmit  certain  alien  dutiaa 
therein  described,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  adjust  the  claimsiolotsio  the  town 
of  Vincennes,  and  for  tbe  sale  of  the  land  am 
ptiated  aa  a  common,  for  the  use  of  tbe  ii 
tanis  of  the  said  town,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  militia, 
when  marching  to  places  of  rendezvous,  was  read 
a  third  iim&  and  passed. 

Thebillfor  the  relief  of  John  Small,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  [Mssed. 

The  bill  reipeclinff  the  surveying  and  sale  of 
public  lands  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 


iSE 


Tai)MDi.T,  March  19. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  ib« 
bill  to  avihorixe  th«  establishment  of  navkl  depota 
and  doeic  yards;  and  tbe  further  oonslderntion 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  report  ot  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  memorial  of  oertain  officers  of  the  Nary,  kad 
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-also  of  the  memcinal  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Uarioe  Corps  sliicbed  to  the  Meditertaoean 
KliudraD;  Md,oa  raotioD  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  coa- 
aideratioa  (hereof  was  further  poEtponed  uatil  the 
flrti  Monday  ia  April  next. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Eppeb,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  vu  requested  to  eaaie  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate,  aa  eatimate  of  the  sum  neces- 
«ary  for  the  establishment  of  two  docks  fur  the 
purpose  of  repairing  vessels  of  the  largest  size. 


«saee  from  the  House  of  Represeota tires 
d  tEeB«Date  that  ther  have  passed  the 
resolniion  directiaff  the  distribution  of  thi 


of  the  fourteenth  Congress  among  the  raenibei 
of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  with  an  ameDdmeni,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate; and  also  the  resolniion  directing  the  publi- 
cation 'and  distribution  of  the  Journal  and  pro- 
ceedings of  (he  CouTention  which  formed  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with 
Kn  amendment,  in  which  they  also  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate : 

Thejr  bare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 

trovide  for  the  due  ezeention  of  the  laws  of  the 
'oited  Slates  within  the  Stale  of  Mississippi ;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  erection 
of  a  court-house,  jail,  and  public  offices,  within 
the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia i"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Abraham  Byingtonj"  a  bill,  eniiited  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  payment  of  certain  certificates  ;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  autharizioK  the  election  of 
«  delegate  from  the  Michigan  Territory  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  and  eztendingihe 
righi  of  sufi'ratfe  to  the  citizens  of  the  saidTer- 
ritory  i"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ibe  relief  of 
General  Moaes  Porter;"  and  also  a  resolution 
aathoriziog  the  transportation  of  certain  docu- 
ments free  of  poatage ;  io  which  bills  and  reso- 
lution they  request  tne  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  six  bills  and  the  resolution  last  brought  up 
for  concurrence  were  read,  and  severally  passed 
■0  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  iheresolutton  authorizing  the  trans- 
pottation  of  oerlaio  documents  free  of  poitage, 
was  read  the  second  lime,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
tad  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto. 
Ihe  pRMiDBMT  reported  the  teaoluiion  to  the 
Hoose;  and  it  Missed  to  the  third  reading,  and 
it  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent, 
tad  pnssed. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa lives 
Io  iba  resolution  directing  the  dislributiou  of  the 
laws  of  the  fourteenth  Congress,  among  the  mem- 
ber* of  the  Bfteenih  Congress,  end  concurred 
therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Renresen  la  tires  to  the  res- 
(rintion  directing  the  publication  and  distribution 
of  the  Journal  and  proceedings  of  the  Conven- 
tion which  formed  the  present  Constitution  of 
Ibe  United  States,  and  concurred  therein. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ru<Kii.nB,  the  Committee 
M  Pablio  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 


he  expediency  of  extending  the  juriadietion  and 
laws  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  eastern 
boondary  of  the  Illinois  Territory. 
«rTV  ^*''*'*  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oontideration  of  the  bill  for  adjuitinr 
claims  to  land,  and  establishing  land  offices  in 
the  districts  eaat  of  the  Island  of  New  Orleans, 
together  with  the  amendments  proposed  tberelo: 
and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  amend- 
ment proposed,  as  follows: 

"Sec.  1,  line  S,  after  Um  word  'several,'  strike  out 
to  the  end  of  the  section,  and  insert— 

"Reports  of  the  CammisiioQen,  and  which  are  de- 
nvod  from  the  fipsnisb  Government,  or  claimed  bv 
donation,  and  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commiitiinier 
vaUd.  agreeably  to  the  laws,  nrages,  »nd  curtoma,  of 
the  Spanish  Government,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
recognised  as  valid  »nd  complete  tiUes  against  anr 
daim  on  the  part  of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  all  the 
British  giantH  contained  therein,  which  have  not  been 
■ubsequentlyregTanled  by  the  Spanish  Govern  tnent,  or 
ate  not  claimed  In  riyht  of  donstjon,  or  preference  to 
purchase,  granted  or  antberiMd  by  this  act,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  cen firmed  and  recognised  as  valid." 

It  was  determined  in  Ihe  negntiv^— yeas  9.  nays 
19,  as  follows :  .  ' 

YaiB— Hessn.  Burrill,  Fromentin,  Hunter,  John- 
son,  Macon,  Morril,  Tslbot,  Tichenor,  and  Willinma 
of  Mississippi. 

Nats— MeMrs.  Barboar,  Crittenden,  Dsggett,  Ep- 
n?'  ^^^'^'  "''"^'  King,  Laoock,  Morrow,  KoMe. 


Pbidat,  March  20. 

Mr.  RtioQLEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
lo  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  G. 
Bo^rt,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read.  He  also  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  O.  Bogert;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Cbitteeioxn,  from  the  Committee  oo  Ihe 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of 
commencing,  prosecuting,  and  deciding,  contro- 
versies between  two  or  more  Stales ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  ibe  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoBEBTs,  from  the  Commiliee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  ihe  petition  of  Anthony 
Qsle,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  tbe  peiiiiooer  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  RoBEBTa,  from  the  committee,  to  whom 
was.  referred  tbe  petition  of  Benoni  Williuni, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  recolution,  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
lion.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBESTS,  from  the  same  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of  Richard  Pris- 
by,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of  Phineas  Meigs, 
also  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reaolntion, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to 
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Tbe   report   and   teiolatioD  were    aei  of  jpcorpo ration  of  lh<  mid  ootaputj,  piwri 
it  Ibe  last  sesiioo  of  the  Ceoluckf  Lepilatare. 


Thebill,  eaiilled  "Ab  tct  to  provide  for  t be 
do*  excemioa  of  the  Imm  of  iba  Uniieil  Suits 
witbin  the  State  of  Missiisippi,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  tbe  ComTnittee  on 
tbe  JndiciaTT. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
ereeiioD  of  a  coort-faouie,  jiil,  ana  public  offices, 
wilbio  the  coontr  of  Alezaadrii,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  secoad  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  ibe  Commiilee  on  (be  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill,  eotJtlei]  "An  act  to  authorise  the  pay- 
ment of  eeriaia  cetli&cale!i,"  was  read  the  second 
timc.and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finaace. 

Toe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abra- 
faam  BviogtOD,"  waa  read  the  aeeond  time,  and 
referred  to  the  CoiDmittee  of  Claim*. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Delegate  from  Michigan  Terrilorj  to 
tbeCoDgienof  the  United  States,  and  extending 
the  right  of  safTrage  to  the  citizens  of  laid  Ter- 
ntoty  ;"  was  read  the  lecond  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Moses  Porter,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
attd  referred  to  tbe  sarae  committee. 

Mi.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
F.  Hooker,  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  praviny  compen- 
sation for  property  detirofed  b]r  uie  United  States 
troops  dnrin^  tbe  late  war  wjtb  Great  Britain  ; 
and  the  petition  wai  read,  aikd  rel«rred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claimi. 

The  Senate  rasumad  the  conaideniion  of  the 
bill  to  aoilinrisc  ib*  eataUialiment  of  naTal  depou 
and  doek  Tarda}  and,  on  motion  bjr  Mr.  Bpfib, 
iha  farther  eonaideratioa  thereof  was  postponed 
antil  Monday  next. 

Ur.  WiLLiAHS,  of  Tennenee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Hiliuty  Affairs,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  bill  to  redoce  the  staff  of  the  Army,  re- 
ported the  aame  with  an  amendment ;  which  was 

The  PiESiDEilT  communicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Tteaiurer  of  the  United  Stales,  from 
the  111  of  January,  1616,  to  the  lit  of  January, 
1S17,  as  also  the  aecouota  of  the  War  aad  Nary 
Departments,  from  the  lit  of  October,  1S16,  to 
the  1st  of  October,  1817,  together  with  the  report 
thereon;  which  were  read. 

Tbe  Senate  reaomad,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoaaidacaiiott  of  the  bill  for  adjusting 
claims  to  land,  aid  MtaUiahtng  land  oflfeoi  in  the 
district*  eaat  of  tbe  Maad  of  NeirOrteaaa,  to- 
gether with  the  amendmeote  proposed  thereto; 
and  after  debate,  tbe  farther  conaideniion  thereof 
wa*  pottponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  tbe  committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Preiideni'a  Message  as -relates  to 
Toads,  inland  navigation,  and  seminaries  of  learn- 
ing, were  insuacted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
and  expediency  of  proriding  br  law  for  the  sub- 
scription, on  the  pan  of  Ibe  united  States,  for 
certain  share*  in  the  "Kentucky  Ohio  Canal 
Company,"  reserved  for  iheUniied  Statee  by  the 


presented  the  petition  of  Catharine 
Smith,  of  Long  Island,  New  York,  prajing 
compensation  for  a  horse  killed  by  a  guard  of  the 
43d  regiment  of  infantry,  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, 1814 ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claimi. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
subscription  for  ihe  elsventb  rolume  of  State 
Papers;  and  no  amendment  baring  been  made 
therett^  the  PautnlifT  reported  the  hill  lo  Ihe 
House,  and  it  waa  ordered  to  be  engroaeed  and  read 
a  third  lime. 

Campbbi.1.,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  anihorize  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on 
tries  and  locations  of  lands  therein  de- 
acribed,  reported  the  same  with  amendmenia; 
which  were  read. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  [he  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  coinpenaatian  of  certain  judses  of  the  court* 
of  ihe  United  State*}  and  the  further  coasidera> 
lion  thereof  wa*  postponed  nniil  Wedneaday  next. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Tauot,  the  commitiea  a|i- 
pointed  on  the  4th  inaiant,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  adopting  tome  meaaure*  proper  fur 
the  apeedy  eitingaisbtneat  of  the  Indian  title  to 
certain  lands,  were  diaebarged  from  Ihe  farther 
consideration  thereof. 

The  Beitaie  reaamed,  aa  ia  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  eoMideraiion  of  the  bill  regnlatiag 
the  pay  and  enaolumeniK  of  breret  officers;  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Prbsidbht  re- 
ported'it  to  the  House  accordingly;   and   the 
amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engroased  and  read  a  third  time. 
NEGOTIATION  WITH  HOLLAND. 
The  following  Mesaage  was  received  from  tbe 
Pbebioemt  of  tbe  Umctbo  States: 
To  Ihe  Senate  andjtoiue  nf 

RifraeivUtieu  of  the  Dnited  Statu  .■ 

In  the  Man*  of  tha  last  SnmBMr  a  negotiatioa  war 

,..^»«.»i  mik  the  Owmutant  ofthftHerhMJaBda, 

with  a  view  l»  th*  ttmal  and  ModifiMtiaa  ot  the 

ooBinseial  treaty  existing  batwaan  the  twe  eonutiiM, 


aduladtc 

TIWMI 


ir|ce*0Btei 


ngmtbom  tbs  HMratuy  of  aiato,  which  I  new 

lay  bafcf*  Cnngriss,  will  show  the  progree*  of  the 
eoniNMoaM  belween  the  reveotive  PlenipotwUiiri**, 
and  which  reeallad  in  the  agrasiaeiit  betwaaa  thai^ 
Am,  I«  lefk  th*  aolgest  t*  the  eenaideTatiMi  of  their 
lai^Mtbe  OovenuneMa.  As  the  difficnUie*  appear  l» 
be  of  a  uatara  wbidi  may,  fuhtfth  ^  the  praMni.  be 
mere  atiily  reaeved  by  redpiMl  legislaliva  lafula- 
lotkm*,  formed  ia  the  iurit  of  ami^  a»)  eencUiatioa, 
Ihan  by  oenvetttioBalafiptUatioB*,  Conirew  (BB]r  think 
it  adviaaUa  to  leave  jht  rabaistiag  ttaaty  in  ila  pew 
eot  atata,  and  to  meet  Ihe  liberal  eiamplkiB  tea  die- 
oriminaling  lonntge  dntiw  which  has  Man  eaneedad 
in  the  Netherlands  to  the  i—UlMoHiut  United  Slatei. 
by  a  fimil.T  exemptwn  to  the  v«««l«  <rf  the  Neih«r- 
lands,  whicfahava  arrived,  or  may  hasaitar  arrive,  in  oar 
part*,  cfftnnniiLiirf  from  the  time  whan  the  examptiBii 
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WMfianudtoUwVMMtaofibanaitodSUtea.  IwoaU 
fnrtner  neommend  to  the  cnuidMatioa  of  Coiifr«H 
tbe  tziMJicDcy  of  axicndiog  tha  banafit  of  the  uma 
ngalatioD,  to  commcnoa  fran  tlw  pminge  of  tlie  law^ 
to  the  TcaMla  of  Pnitna,  HunboTKi  >n<l  Bremen,  and 
of  mikioK  it  proapactWelj  lanaial,  in  fiTor  of  arety 
Bation  in  whoia  porta  (he  Tcaiali  of  tha  United  Statu 
■Te  admitted,  on  the  tame  Iboting  a*  their  otin. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
MiKca  19, 1818. 

DiFABTViBT  or  Sf  ATB,  MotA  17,1818. 

ThaSacTetu7  0f8Utahai  thehonar  oftQbmitttng 
M  the  eomidentian  of  the  Preaidant  the  conenxind- 
anoa  heienith  encloaed,  between  Iha  BnToyi  Eitn- 
otdinary  of  the  United  StMei  at  Iha  Conrt  of  the  Nath- 
•iland*,  and  the  Plenipotentiariea  appointed  by  that 
Goiernineot  for  the  parpoae  of  lenewiuf  and  extend- 
iag  (he  CommeiriBl  Trea^  alreadj  eiiatinf  botiveen 
the  two  countriea.  The  fiulure  of  thii  negotiation  ia 
to  be  althbuted  prindpallj  to  two  obataclea  which 
wraaa  in  the  progteaa  of  the  diecnauona  between  the 
TeepectiTa  Plempotantieriee ;  one  proceeding  &om  an 
•BBCntial  principle  in  (be  conmerdal  regulationa  of 
thi*  cannlrj,  and  the  other  from  a  principle  of  '" 
character  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Melherlanda. 

The  law  of  March  3,  leiSw  anthoiitillg  a  partial  re- 
pwl  of  the  diacrininatiag  dotiM  which  operate  againat 
Jteeifn  (hipping,  and  the  merAandlaa  importod  in 
thvm,  required,  aa  a  eondltkni  of  that  repoal,  the  abo- 
HtiOD  of  all  diNTiminating  or  eoantenaiUng  datiea  of 
any  fineign  narion  to  whoae  adnntaga  it  ahoold  en* 
on,  to  &r  aa  they  operate  to  the  diaadvantage  of  (ha 
United  Statea ;  and  on  thia  condition  tha  acta  of  the 
United  6talca,  impoaing  rtiacrimineUng  dntiea,  were 
JMlwad  (»bo  lapMled  only  BO  &r  aa  ra^Mla  the  pro- 
d«eo  or  miaahetan  of  the  nation  (o  whiefa  tha  fin- 
«(n  ahip  or  veMol  mij^t  bahwc.  Tha  law,  tl 
wof  difcrininalingor 
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in  retnn.  From  an  imparftct  new  of  the  pm<ririona 
of  thia  act,  which  can  beftiHy  nndariiood  oiu;  ^  oot- 
lating  it  with  (ha  general  ayatem  and  the  particnlar 
pnmBODaof  theacta  impoaing  diaeiiiniaatuig  dntiea, 
part  of  which  only  it  pt^jioBed  to  repeal,  the  GoTem- 
moitortfaaNethnianda,  and  otfaere,  appear  to  ba*e 
mrfaiilead  it  ai  oflering  a  total  repeal  iM  all  diaoimi- 
Hating  dntiaa,  aa  well  of  tounaga  ai  upon  marchan. 
4loa  of  eraiydeacriMton,  widient  dietinotion  of  origin. 
Tha  power  of  the  Prerident  waa,  howerer,  reetricted 
by  the  termi  of  the  law.  Tbalawaef  theNatherUnda 
iflipoaed  diaoriniiMtingdatiaa  of  tatia«f«>aiid  on  mer- 
ehaadlee  imported  in  foieigB  Ttaeala,  tat  wHboat  any 
dklinctioii  whh  legud  (o  dw  Migin  of  the  merehan- 
diM.  When,  therdbro,  they  ie«<Aed  tbeir  dieerimi- 
■■tlng  dntiea  «>  fiu  ■•  reapected  the  United  Btnlea, 
ttey  conwdoTod  dMBaohei,  by  iha  act  of  CoDfraaa  of 
Mardi »,  181ft,  entitled  to  a  total  lepaal  of  the  £•- 
erinlnaling  dtiliaa  in  (he  United  Statea,  opoialing 
againat  tbem ;  not  only  the  lonnago  dntiea,  bat  thoae 
npoB  BMrBfaandiee,  wbaAer  of  tha  prodnoa  ot  nann- 
'faciara  of  the  Nelfaerlanda,  or  of  any  other  eooutiy. 
Thia  wif,  howerer,  not  warranted  by  the  act  of  Mardi 
S,  IBlft,  nor  conld  it  be  atipoUtad  by  treatf,  widiont 
iimliing  eonaeqnencea  afieeting  the  coaunareial  rait- 
timia  betwtan  the  IMtod  fitalaa  and  other  eonntriea. 
The  Te*Matieii  of  tfiediacriminatjng  dntiea  opaamer-  < 


chandiae  imported  in  treaaalaof  (he  NetheriMidB,  would 
be  of  little  &Tail,  if  litoited  to  artidea,  the  prodoc*  nt 
mannfactora  of  that  oonntry,  the  principal  part  of 
whoae  expMtationa  eooaiat  of  the  prMoce  and  miaa- 
faetnre  of  othen.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  thaldii- 
tinction  in  onr  naTigation  and  rereoae  lawe,  ihaald 
be  broken  down  with  Teepect  to  one  nation,  it  eoolil 
be  with  difficnlty,  if  at  all,  maintained  with  regiid  to 

The  other  difficnlty  which  occurred  in  the  negaiii- 
tton,  related  (o  the  admiaaion  of  Teaaela  of  the  United 
Statea  Into  the  colonieaof  tbaNetherland8,if  nolupoa 
the  aame  fboting  a*  Into  the  patti  of  the  Nelherlandi 
in  Europe,  at  leait  upon  that  of  the  moat  &Tored  ra- 
tion. To  thii  it  waa  objected  by  tha  Plenipotentioiiei 
of  the  Netherlanda,  that  certain  faTora  wore  granted 
by  tbem  to  other  nation*  themaelvee  poaaaaaing  cole- 
niea,  for  the  eqninlent  of  aimilir  favor*  conceded  ia 
retarn,  whiefa  oonld  not  be  conceded  to  a  nation  pD*. 


cade  tha  equivalent  Tha  aame  olfaction  hanng-  been 
mad«  by  the  Britiab  GoTetnneat  to  (lie  adniaaion  of 
Teasel*  of  the  United  Statat  into  their  coloniea,  it  ap- 
peara  to  deaerve  attention  bow  far  the  principle  itaelf 
.-  jBatifiable,  and  how  far  the  United  State*  ought  (o 
iqnieaee  in  it.  There  are  laiiona  gToonda  upon 
tudi  it  Bjppeai*  objectionable.  I.  Becanao  all  the 
other  maritimo  Statea,  po**e*aing  colonic*  more  or  1*N 
aignifieant,  a  datiifieatian,  howaTer  generil  in  teima, 
which  appBe*;  bj  way  of  eidoaion,  to  the  United 
State*  alone,  ia  manifeatly  a  meaanre  aaToring  of  bi» 
**'■*-  *~  them,  a>  mndi  ai  if  it  waa  applied  to  tbem  bf 
3.  Beeaaaa  the  United  State*  not  only,  by  the 
eonatant  and  nnparalleled  rapid  increaae  of  their  own 
popnlatiim,  bnt  t^  the  great  e^argament  of  tbMi  ttr- 
ritoiy,  and  Iha  admiaaton  of  new  States  prodneiag  il- 
ioat  all  tha  atticleaof  Bnropanneoloniaafai  thiahem- 
■{diero,  a&rd  (sail  Ihe ooaMwereial nattw  of  Empe 
n  MiatTalant  aimilat  in  principle,  and  inflaitely  nor* 
nlvable  than  the  mere  adnimtoB  to  two  w  thioe  Md 
idand*  of  the  Weat  Indiaa,  whidi  ia  all  titat  aom*  of 
the  Euopaan  Slataa  can  giant  br  acnaaa  t«  the  c^o- 
niea  of  (he  other*.  3.  The  United  Statea  hare  a  jut 
claim  (o  «  free  trade  with  moat  of  the  cotooie*  ofthe 
Weat  India  iaiandi,  ibnnded  in  (he  ocea«onal  india- 
penaable  neeeaailiea  of  the  latter.  If  the  United  State* 
abonid  eierdao  their  nn^oeetionable  right  of  meeting 
prohibition  with  prohibition,  the  very  existence  of 
theae  ialanda  wonld  be  in  jeopardy  whenever  they 
ehontd  be  fiailod  ij  thoae  bnrricanes  which  *o  &»■ 
qnenUy  happen  among  them.  It  wonld  bo  nngeiMr- 
ona,  and  acaroaty  reconcilable  to  the  prindplea  of  hu- 
manity, ahotild  the  United  State*  avail  themacltea  of 
to  atop,  on  their  part,  tti 
or -tino*  ia  interdicted  tt 
By  tha  law*  of  natore,  no  aooietrean  be  joiti- 


fiaUo  In  adiKiting  n , . ._ . 

whidi  nay  oompd  the  latter  to  retatiala,  in  aelMe- 

'    e^  by  naoaarea  tnconpetiUe  with  hnmanity ;  yet 

fa  is  the  chaiacler  of  tlie  intereowaa  permitted  if 

■ral  of  the  European  nationa  between  thdr  oolf 

I  in  lb»  West  Indiee  and  the  Unit«d  Statea.    Tliai 

have  Been,  within  the  last  half  year,  the  azduiiMi 

mr  veaaels  from  the  porU  of  aaveial  Weat  lodta 

island*,  and  their  re*dmiBiion,  annonnced  elmoit  in 

le  guettaa.    That  readmimion,  however,  is  Uia* 

the  time  indiapeneable  fi>r  eaving  the  colony 

mine  and  utter  deaolation.     There  ii  aomathiof 

ao  glaringly  nneqoal  and  aaULih  in  theae  altemetire* 

of  aifaitiaty  intudietien  and  of  eompnlaefy  Intetoonnti 
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that  it  ia  believed  the  nttioDi  of  Eurap«,  poMiming 
cDloniu,  CMinot  fiul  of  being  Qltiniktel;  m4de  Miuible 
of  it,  tni  of  coDMntiiiK  to  eaUbliik  an  inteiconrM 
opan  principlea  mora  pocnunenl  uid  hmhi  latonlilT 
saAed  with  ittciprocitj. 

In  the  m«*ii  time,  m  tbe  GovMnment  of  the  Nclh- 
erianda  Imtb  placed  lh«  towU  of  the  United  Statea, 
amvinc  tn  their  porta,  in  ivgird  to  tonoase  dati««,  on 
>  fboting  with  Ibeii  own,  it  ia  beUeTed  to  be 

, at  with  aonnd  policy  to  extend  the  bum  prin- 

tijiM  t«  die  Tiaaila  of  the  nettaeilanda  arming  in  the 
pMta  of  t^  United  SUtM.  The  aane  Ubenlltj'  ma? 
be  extended  to  tlu  veaaela  of  Pnaaia,  HambiDi,  and 
Bienen,  who,  bj  Tirtne  of  the  lika  raralBtioBB  in  their 
reqpcctiTe  porta,  have  claimed  the  beneSt  of  the  pTofler 
made  in  the  law  of  Mardi  a,  1816.  Aa  an  act  of 
CouKTcai  i«  aeceaaajy  tor  the  parpoae,  partiapa  the 
moat  expediant  coniee  would  be  to  make  it  yenertl, 
gjii,  Unuting  ita  operation  to  the  tonnage  duties  or 
cba^ea  npon  veaaeli,  to  declara  diat  aa  other  or  hig^^K 
datiaa  of  that  deKriptian  than  are  paid  b;  leaaeb  of 
the  United  Statea,  ihall  be  paid  in  the  porta  of  tbe 
United  State*  b;  the  Taaaela  of  any  European  nation, 
in  wbnaa  porta  no  other  or  higher  dotiea  of  the  lame 
kind  Bie  paid  hj  toMela  of  the  United  Butca,  than  bj 
the  ■*eaada  of  each  Bnropean  nation  itaelfl  The  wea- 
BOia  in  reapect  to  the  KetheHanda,  ie  of  immediale  nr- 
gen^ ;  the  legnlatioa  in  favor  of  the  Teaaeb  of  the 
United  Statea  than  haTing  tlreadr  1»™  i°«*  ^  ~ 
jmuM  in  toret,  in  tbeeonfidenoe  that  tba  comapoi 
■isaawe  on  the  part  of  the  United  Blatee  would  have 


1  qUINCY  ADAMB. 
Tbe  Hesmge  aod  locoinpanyiBg  report  were 
read. 
Tbe  Senkte  mdjonnied  to  Moadaf  morning. 

UoKDAY,  Uai«h  23. 
Ur.  BAitroKD,  from  the  Commiiiee  of  Com- 
merce *b4  H*n«fiieiitT«i,  to  whom  tbe  >nb]eet 
wu  Teferred,  reported  b  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Freiident^  Direeton,  aad  Company,  of  the  Mer- 
ebaDta'  Bank  of  Newport,  in  Rhode  Island  ;  and 
tb«  hill  was  read,  and  patted  to  the  second 
rcndin;. 

Hr.  CKiTTEiioEit,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jodiciuf,  to  whom  was  referred  a  reiolutiort  of 
the  Senate,  instraclioff  them  lo  inquire  into  the 
expedienejr  of  "  exieodins  the  provisioos  of  the 
'  law  preeeribiog  the  mode  in  which  the  public 
'  acta,  record*,  and  jadicial  proceedings  in  each 
'  Stale  ahall  be  anihenticaled,  id  as  to  take  effect 
'  in  ererr  other  Slate,  to  tbe  pablic  acta,  records, 
'  and  jadicial  proceedings  of  the  several  Territo- 
'  rie*  of  the  United  Statea,"  made  a  report,  "  ttuit, 
io  the  opiaioo  of  the  committee,  futiner  legitla- 
lioD  on  the  subject  is  annecesauf  and  inexpe- 
dient;" and  the  report  waa  read. 

Mr.  RuooLEB  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Rfobtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
itmcted  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
fnrtber  time  to  the  pvrcluMet*  of  public  landa  to 
pkte  Ihatr  payment  fat  the  nine. 

ThePuaiDBirr  commuDictUd  the  memorial 
oftheLcgiilatoreoftheAlabaiUBTertitorriPfar- 


ing  to  be  inreated,  by  law,  with  power  to  iaeor- 
potaie  companies  for  ihe  purpose  of  conitrneting 
turnpike  roads,  with  eicioaire  pririle^  nod 
right  of  loll ;  and  to  gire  such  farther  aid  in  ra> 
lation  thereto  as  Congreis  may  deem  proper; 
sod  tbe  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Rommiiiee  lo  whom  was  referred  to  mueh  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  at 
relates  to  roads,  ialaod  naTintion,and  temiiiarim 
of  learning,  to  conaider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  L*cocK  pretenied  the  petition  of  James 
Brady,  of  Wettmorelaod  county,  in  the  Stale  of 
Penosylvauia,  praying  the  renewal  of  two  war- 
TRDis  for  RcToluiioDary  bouoiy  lands,  stated  to 
have  been  deposited  by  his  order  ia  tbe  land  office, 
and  which  canoot  now  be  fouod  ;  and  the  peli' 
tioa  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Pablic  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coDsideraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
wet  referred  the  meayirial  of  John  Hall  i  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Coumiiiee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Anthony  Qale;  and  the 
further  consideraiion  thereof  was  postponed  uutil 
Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  coauderation  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wu 
referred  ihe  petition  of  Benoni  Willianu;  »aA, 
io  eonourranee  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  lemve 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Tbe  Senate  letnmed  the  eoaaideniion  of  the 
_  jpoft  of  the  Commitiee  of  Ckima,  to  whom  wu 
referred  tbe  petition  of  Pbineat  Heigi;  and  th« 
fnrtber  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  nntil 


Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
iport  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  waa 
lerred  tbe  petition  of  Richard  Fritby  (  and  the 
further  coniideiation  thereof  was  postponed  nnttl 
Thursday  next. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  O.  Bogeit  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  bill  ptetcribing  tbe  mode  of  commeaeiiif, 
proaaeuiing,  and  deeiding  eontrowrtlea  between 
two  ot  more  States,  was  resd  th«  second  lime. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Babboub,  tbe  HeaMM  from 
Ihe  President  of  the  United  Buiea,  of  the  19th 
instant,  and  eommnoicated  tbe  ilOth,  to(atb<( 
with  Ihe  accompanyiog  report  of  the  Seeraury 
of  State,  in  relation  lo  a  oegoiietJOB  wUch  waa 
commenced  with  the  Qovernment  of  the  NeAer- 
lands,  waa  referred  to  tbe  C^^nmitiee  oo  Forei(B 
Relations. 

The  Senate  resamed,  at  in  Commitiee  ol  the 
Whole,  the  contideraiion  of  ibe  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Cata  Bunnell ;  and  Ihe  bill  having  been  amend' 
ed,  tbe  Presioent  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly; and  tbe  ameodment  being  concurred 
in,  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  at  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Ihe  consideration  of  the  reeolutien  wbieh 
eriginaied  in  tbe  Senate,  fixing  ttie  time  for  the 
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adjoamment  of  the  fint  Eestion  of  the  fifieentli 
CoDpera ;  and  on  moiioa  hj  Hr.  Roberts,  the 
fuilher  consider! I ioD  thereof  wu  postponed  antil 
to-morroir  week. 

Mr.  Babbohb  gave  oolicp,  that  lo-morrow  he 
sboold  mtk  leave  lo  brine  '■>  a  l>>ll  to  au^ent  ibe 
■alarin  of  certain  officers  therein  mcDiiotied. 

The  Senate  tesomed,  as  in  Committee  of  (he 
Whole,  the  eoDsideration  of  the  bill  coneeroiog 
the  boODtf  or  allowance  Co  fishing  resseli  in  cer- 
tain eases ;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  Pbesidikt  reported  it  id  the  Honse, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Commiciee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cooiideraiien  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samael  Ward ;  and  no  amendment  baring 
been  made  thereto,  the  PaEaiDEitT  reported  it  to 
ibe  Hotise,  and  toe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  B«in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cmsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  altering  the  time  for  holding  a  segsion  of  the 
disiriet  court  in  the  District  of  Maine ;"  and  no 
amendmeni  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbesi- 
DBHT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  hill  authorizing  a  subseripiion  for  the 
elerenib  volume  of  the  State  Papers,  was  read  a 
third  time,  the  blank  filled  witb  "1,300,"  and 
passed. 

The  bill  r^ulating  the  pa^  and  emolaments  of 
brevet  officers,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorln  the  establishment  of  naval  depots 
and  dock  yards ;  and  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
ed, on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  adjusting 
claims  to  land  and  estahlishine  land  offices  in  the 
districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans. 

On  motion  by  Hr.  Mosaow,  to  strike  out,  sec. 
1,  line  3,  "all  lae  claims  to  land,"  and  insert,  in 
liM  therctrf'.  "the  United  States  for  ever  relin- 
qmsb  any  claim  whatever  to  the  lands  embraced 
by  tha  several  claims,"  it  was  determined  In  the 
afirmative— ytas  21,  nays  9,  as  fallows: 

T»i».    "'  "        "    " 

ntt,   DiokMiOB,  fc.._.       ._ 

BlBgr,  Monow,  Nobts,  Otis,  Hoberts,  Rngglea,  Smith, 
Blekes,  Starer,  T^lor,  TiohanoT,  and  Van  Djke. 

Nirs — Measrt.  Framentin,  Johiuoa,  Laeock,  Ma- 
eOB,  MmtU,  Banted,  Talbot,  WilHsins  of  Mississippi, 
aad  WilUams  of  Tennaesee. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
pBBaiDENT  reported  it  to  the  House  accordinidy  ; 
and  the  amendments  being  concurred  in,  lbel)iU 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  tbe 
Pbebideht  of  tbe  United  States 
nthtSmatea/lMttMiUdSlattt: 

I  lay  befon  Ute  Senate  «  report  from  dw  Seeretuv 
af  tha  Navy  with  tha  eetinata  of  Iha  expafue  whia 


win  be  iaenned,  bj  tbe  estabUshmuit  ot  two  dock 
vards,  Ibt  repairing  vessels  of  the  largest  sise. 

JAHE8  MONROE. 

WiiEiM'STaiT,  Hareh  33,  1818. 

The  Message  together  with  ihe  accompanying 
report  and  estimate  were  read. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Babboch,  the  Message  from 
tbe  President  or  the  United  Suies,  ttaasmittiac 
the  correspondence  between  the  Department  m 
State,  and  the  Spanish  Minister  residing  here, 
showing  the  present  state  of  the  relations  between 
the  two  Oovernmeots,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
m  it  tee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  CAKPnELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
naaee,  lo  whom  the  sulyect  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  brael  Thomdike,  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  lo  tbe  Eecood  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  Ihe  time  of  holding  the  eircnil  court 
in  the  southern  disiriet  of  New  York,  and  for 
other  purposes i"  and  thebillhaviikg been  ameitded 
the  PBEsiDEitT  reporied  it  to  the  House  accord' 
ingly  ;  and  the  amendioeots  being  concurred  in, 


Mr.  Diokebbon  garo  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution  directing 
medals  to  be  struck,  and,  together  with  tbe  Ihaalis 
of  Congress,  presented  to  Aujor  Gkoeral  Harrison 
and  Qovernor  Shelby,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Che  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  respecting  the  district  courts  of  the  Dnited 
Slates  within  the  State  of  New  York,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereCo  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Jndieiary,  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to,  and  the  hill  having  been  amended,  the 
Fbbsioent  reporied  it  to  the  House  accordingly ; 
and  the  amendment  being  concarred  in.  It  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended. 

TuESOAV,  March  34. 

Mr.  SuiTB  presented  the  petition  of  John  Ha^ 
letc,  of  tbe  city  of  Charleston,  praying  an  set  may 
be  paissed  remitting  tbe  penalties  by  him  inno- 
cently incurred  on  tbe  importation  of  tbitly-six 
Bmcbeone  of  mni  in  ihe  brie  Margaret,  Captain 
aim,  from  Porto  Rico,  in  July,  1S12,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daooett,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  tbe  proceedings  which  may  hare 
been  had  under  tbe  set  of  Congress,  passed  on 
the  3d  of  Match,  1717,  entitle(r"An  act  to  sei 
apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands,  for  the 
encouragement  and  cultivation  of  ihe  vine  and 
olive,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PobUc 

Mr.  Sanfobd,  from  the  Commiliee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  net  of  the  Legislature  of  tbt 
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State  of  North  Caroliaa,  for  tJic  relief  of  aick  and 
disabled  Americao  seamen ;  aod  tbe  bill  was  read, 
and  pawed  to  tbe  secoad  reading. 

Mr.  BcoaLEs  preiemed  two  peii  tions  of  sandrf 
iohabitants  of  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  prayieg  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  certain  post  route ;  and  ibe  peti- 
tions were  lead,  and  relerred  to  the  CDminiliee 
on  Post  OEBces  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RoBEBTB  pieseoled  the  memorial  of  Ben- 
jamin G.  Otr,  requesting  an  inrestigaiion  of  his 
conduct,  M  coniiacior  for  tupplyins  the  troop* 
in  South  Caroliaaaiid  Georgut;  and  tbe  memo- 
rial was  read. 

A  mesiage  from  the  Hons*  of  Repiesenutives 
informed  the  Senate  thai  tbe  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  John 
Bate  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  priv- 
ilege of  fnoking  to  Tsecine  agents  of  States  or 
Territories;"  a  bill,  entJiUd  "An  aci  autbotizing 
the  legal  repiesen  tat  ires  of  William  Daniel  to 
file,  with  the  proper  register  of  the  land  office,  a 
Spanish  patent  for  ■  iract  of  land  lying  in  the 
State  of  Mississiiipi ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
confirming  the  claim  of  Tobias  Rheanu  to  a  tract 
of  land  granted  to  him  by  the  Spanish  Gore rn- 
ment  ^  a  biU,  entitled  "Anaet  anthortzing  John 
Taylor  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  navy  pensionerBi" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Narcissus 
Broutin  and  others;"  and  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Burnet,  Gibson  Clark,  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  Hubert  Roweil ;"  and 
also,  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  for  the 
Departm«it  of  State  to  prepare  an  index  to  the 
acts  and  resolutions  of  CDODress,after  thaoloae  of 
every  session  ;  in  which  bills  and  resolution  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
lo  whom  was  referred  the  pelitton  of  Alexaiider 
Levie,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tioffl,  that  the  petitioiMr  bare  leave  lo  withdraw 
bis  pclitioD.  The  repon  and  resolotioo  wer« 
read. 

Mr.  Bakbour  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  tbe  stlariet  of  certain 
officers  of  Qovernnent;  apd  the  bill  was  read 
Isice  bv  nnanimotu  coo^ot. 

Tbe  bill .  for  adjusting  the  claims  to  land  and 
establishing  land  offices  in  the  diilriela  east  <^ 
the  island  of  New  Orleans,  ms  read  a  ibifd 
time ;  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled,  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass?"  it  was  deier- 
mined  in  the  negative— jreas  9,  nays  13,  aa  fol- 


usnis  of  MusMipu, 

Niii — Measn.  BnrriU.Dickersan,  Eppas,  Frontan- 
tin,  Hoian.Hanlet  '"  *  " 

'er,  and  Talbot 


T,  Honler,  Johnvon,  Laco^,  Hscoii,  Btokea, 


So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  amendnent*  to  Ibe  bill,  eaiiiled  'As  act 
to  alter  tbe  times  of  holding  the  circuit  eoail  in 
the  sanlhern  district  of  New  Tork,  and  for  other 
pnrposes,"  having  been  reported  by  the  eonmit- 
te«  correctly  eDpoBsed.waa  read  a  third-tine  at 
■mended,  and  pwaed. 


The  title  was  amended  so  aa  lo  read  "Aa  act 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Conneoticnt." 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
respecting  the  district  courts  of  tbe  United  States 
within  the  State  of  New  York,"  haviog  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as  amended ;  and  the 
title  was  amended  by  striking  ont  ibe  word  "  dit- 

Retohed,  That  this   bill   pass   with   amend* 

CASE  OF  B.  W.  MEADE. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  wnom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  the  inter- 
position of  Congress  in  behalf  of  Richard  W. 
Meade,  an  American  citizen,  unjustly  and  wan- 
tonljr  confined  in  a  dungeon  in  Spain,  by  the  au- 
thonCyofthet  Government,  made  a  report  i  which 
was  read,  as  follows  i 

The  CommittM  of  the  Senata  on  Findsn  Rola* 
lions,  to  ntiom  was  lefaired  the  petitifM)  of  snadiy 
dtixsDs  of  Philadelphia,  asking  tbi  intarposilian  of 
Cangreas  in  behalf  of  Richard  W.  Heads,  an  Aman- 
can  dliseii,  Dnjaatlj  and  waDtonly  confhiaJ  in  a  dun- 
geon  in  Spain,  by  the  anthority  of  that  Oovanment, 
have  given  t«  the  snl^eet  the  deliberatiDa  its  impOTr 
tance  dcMrved,  and  bef  leave  U  sidwit  lbs  Mksnng 
report ;  It  appean  &om  Ihe  doounanti^  S.  W.  Maada 
is  an  AnMtican  diBeii.who  went  U  Spain  in  lb  yaw 
1S08  <m  lawfiil  bunnest ;  that  in  lbs  year  L806,  MKh 
was  the  confidence  of  tbeOovemmantinUsiatetrity, 
that  he  was  at^xdulad  Navy  Agent  far  Ibe  Daitad 
Sutot  at  tbe  port  of  Cadii ;  a  station  wbicb  ha  keU 
until  the  time  of  his  eoufinsment.  Sach  was  the  oer- 
ractnasB  of  his  depoittnent,  as  to  have  bean  sweated 
by  the  tribanal  of  commerce  at  Csdui,  vrUh  the  eon. 
sent  of  all  tbe  parties  concemedi  asaigae*  of  a  bank- 
rupt, ihe  anonnt  of  whose  estate  invoivad  a  high  re- 
^Nt&nUlity.  He  perfiirmed  Ihe  dnbea  thtis  devolved 
npon  lum,  boneatly ;  and,  having  collected  fbr  ditlri- 
bnttoB  fifty  dwnsand  dofflars,  he  asveral  ttaes  peti- 
tienad  lbs  liibiiaal  to  pennil  him  to  ramit  this  aam  to 
lbs  cnditnrs  «t  Ihe  baaknol  rendml  In  En^and ; 
tb>  oafy  weper  cmum  left  Urn  to  pnrane,  inainib 
aa  he  had,  whan  appoinled  ageat  «f  Ibe  banfaut. 
given  hia  bond  to  uat  Iribnnal  eonditisnad  telua 
duige  of  Ihe  eflaota  of  Um  bnnkn^  and  to  ben- 

"'    olelv  to  the  tdbnnal  '    "'  ... 

.  .  .  _  nnder  thepenalaol 

_  of  Ihe  innda  wilbont  the  ■ 

A  controversy  having  aiiaen  between  the  creditors  and 
bsnkropl  sbont  Iha  diitribntion,  Meade  oSsrad  the 
money  to  eilbei,  if  they  would  give  bond,  wiA  aura* 
Ifaw,  to  the  sstbr&ctioD  of  Ihe  tribnntl  of  commerce, 
bywUch  tuB  own  might  be  cancelled.  This  Huv 
were  nnabh  to  do.  The  tribonsl,  of  its  own  socorJ, 
and  aneipectedly,  dedded  dMt  Meade  sboold,  en  the 
Ule>wing  Moming,  place  the  money  in  the  Elng*a 
bwaaaiy,  until  the  parties  Htlnnt  ahoald  five  the  aa- 
cmi^  required;  it  being  deatared  Aat  efi  Meade's 
piupaH;  Aonid  be  aequastand  in  the  ease  ef  Mav- 
pay  t  at.Bia  Ijaae  limited.  Tbe  waiay  was  ibnb- 
wfih  paid  hj  Meads  into  lb*  masmy,  in  ttaaaaiy 
BOlaa  aqnal  to  ^ede,  and  banco  aaknowladgad  tgr  ft* 
Tiaaanrer,  that  Iha  dapodta  had  beaa  mads  ta  da« 
fittm,  wadv  hia  intpectioa,  u  atfeetlva  epsde,  ud  IM 
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ofeeiwver  the  tiibtUHl  ihonld  ordar  iti  pajnant,  Hii 
MMBstr  If  Mild  p^  il  in  tha  mud*  coin. 

MotwitbManoiiig  tfaia  jodgaant,  and  the  diaehuge 
QumA  l>j  tba  pajnanl  afiuaaaid,  Mr.  Dannot,  Oia 
■gant  for  Iba  Biiliah  endilOTa,  btoagU  auit  asaibst 
Meada  in  tba  aune  coart  to  nemn  the  iwj  mm  ha 
had  hareloJoN  paid  in  conibimitj  to  iti  own  judfmeot. 
Tha  court  Kwudad  judgment  againat  Meade  a  aacond 
time  far  thia  mone;;.  Tba  latter  appealed  to  the  anpe- 
rior  tiibnnal,  called  Abrade*.  DariDg  iti  pendeDcj, 
it  ia  charged  bj  Meade,  that  the  cause  waa  removed, 
t^  the  interpoiilion  of  the  Briliih  Mlnitter,  Id  the 
coandl  of  war,  and,  bj  tha  aame  iDteipo*itiaD>  bi* 
amet  and  eonfliwmant  were  procorad,  irom  whkh  he 
coold  be  reliered  onlf  bj  •  wpajneni  of  the  none;. 

n     .       .      _....._.  -_    _.-« ^^^  the  2d  of 

from  Spain. 

, _ _l  that  Court  ha» 

rapaatadl/ appealed  to  Hii  Catholic  Mejaatj  fix  the 
reHef  of  HMda ;  and  the  appeal  haa  been  in  Tain — 
the  Ccnirt  of  ^ein  having  reRieed  either  to  reetore 
&a  money  depemad  in  it*  own  treeanij,  bj  order  of 
iti  »wn  oonpatent  judidal  anthorit;,  or  to  releaie  the 
nenan  «F  Meade  firam  the  long  confinement  to  which 
M  had  been  donned ;  uid,  flnallj,  tha  Fieaident  of 


■nbject  to  be  made  to  the  Miniiter 
ofSpein  to  tba  United  Statei,  demanding  bis  imma- 
Aata  liberation.  Nothing  bnt  a  confidence  that  thia 
repreaentation  will  prodace  the  deaiied  reeolt,  wonld 
IU*e  reatrained  jonr  committee  liom  recommending 
Am  adoption  of  meaenrea  of  aevere  retribution. 

Tear  com^ttee  are  of  Ofnnion,  that  it  ii  doe  to  the 
digninr  of  die  United  SUtee  to  adopt,  ai  a  ftinda- 
mentw  rale  of  ila  policy,  the  principle,  that  one  of  Iti 
dtbena,  to  wbatcTer  region  of  the  earth  hia  lawtnl 
bvdnea*  maj  carrj  him,  end  who  damaana  himaelf  aa 
barnmna  bia  dtaraeter,  ia  entitled  to  the  protaetlon  of 
hda  Geirammcnt,  and  whitever  intentional  injnrj  may 
be  done  him  aboold  be  retalieted  bj  tha  eaployment, 
tf  aaaiwiiy,  of  the  wbole  fbrce  of  the  nation. 
MEDALS  TO  HARRISON  AND  SHELBY. 
Hr.  DioOBtOH,  agree&blf  to  notice  ^ven  y»- 
lerdi)',  Baked  leave  to  inlrodace  a  reaolDiion  of- 
fering the  thanka  of  Coogreas  to  Major  General 
WiUiBB  Hennr  HanJaoD  Bnd  leaac  Sbtlbr,  Uie 
OoTemor  of  Kentoekf,  for  ihefr  dtsiJDgatshed 
brBvery  iBd  good  eondaet  in  capturiDg  the  Brjt- 
Mi  army  under  eotnmatid  of  Major  Oraeral 
Proetorj  at  the  battle  of  ibe  Thames,  to  Upper 
Canada,  on  (he  Stb  of  October,  1813. 

I  should  not,  said  Mr.  Diceesbon,  at  this  late 
day,  highif  aa  I  think  of  the  merits  of  t! 
eert  who,  in  co-operaiian  with  the  hero  of  Lake 
Biie,  turned  the  tide  of  war  in  our  faTor,  bring 
forward  the  preaenl  resolution,  if  do  similar  at- 
tempt  had  heretofore  beeo  made  ia  their  laror, 
but  would  teare  their  fame  to  rest  upon  theteati- 
mony  of  impartial  hiatory,  which  has  already 
done  ample  justioe  to  (heir  characten. 

Two  year*  ago  a  raaolotion  like  tbe  pretent 
waa  reported  to  this  Hoase  by  the  ehaiitnAQ  of 
tke  Committee  on  Military  Afiirs,  by  direction 
of  that  uommiliee.  Thia  reaolntton  was  opposed 
oi'two  groQnda,  applying  solely  to  Oeoertl  Hsr- 
tIm»,  ss  I  bare  been  informed,  for  I  had  not  then 
tto  hoBor  of  being  a  OMmber  of  ihis  body :  tke 


before  the  House  of  RepreseQistiTes  into  the  of> 
fieial  condnci  of  General  Harrison  as  commander 
in  chief  of  tbe  northwesiern  army,  upon  ebnrges 
wbicb,  if  well  founded,  were  calculated  esseo- 
tially  to  injure  his  cbaraeter  ;  the  second,  that  « 
rumor  prevailed  (bat  General  Harrison  had  dis- 
covered some  reluctance  in  pursning  Proctor  aad 
his  army  after  Perry's  victory  on  Lake  Brie,  and 
(hat  he  bad  been  forced  to  the  pursuit  by  tbe  re* 
"lonstrances  of  Oovernor  Shelby,  and  that  (bta 
iforniatioa  bad  been  derived  from  the  declara- 
□Ds  of  Oovernoi  Shelby-  These  charges,  m- 
lerly  unfounded  as  they  loraed  out  to  be,  were 
deemed  ti  suScient  reason  for  postponing  a  deei- 
of  tbe  report  of  (be  eommiitee  until  (he  re- 
sult of  (he  inquiry  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentKtives  should  at  least  be  kaown.  The  reso- 
lutioa,  after  some  discussion,  was  referred  to  the 
e  who  reported  it,  further  to  consider 
aad  report  tbereoo.  As  tbe  session  was  near  its 
close  DO  further  report  was  made,  and  indeed  no 
further  report  could  with  propriety  have  been 
made,  uutii  the  iDTesiigation  before  the  House  of 
Representatives  should  be  brought  to  a  terminn- 
tion.  This  did  not  happen  till  the  23d  of  Janon- 
ry,  1817,  e  little  more  than  a  moiiih  before  tbe 
termioatioo  of  a  ver^  important  session,  when 
the  publie  bnsiness  oi  the  most jOTessiog  kind  re- 
quired tbe  entire  attention  of  Coogress,  so  that 
(his  subject  could  not  with  propriety  have  been 
renewed  until  ihe  present  sessioo. 

As  the  friends  of  GenerBl  Harrison  have  it  now 
in  their  power  completely  to  obviate  every  objec- 
tion heretofore  made  to  the  passage  of  this  reso- 
lution, it  ia  their  duty  to  bring  this  subject  again 
before  Congress,  more  eapecially  aa  the  jouraab 
of  tbid  House,  if  left  unexplained,  imply  n  cen- 
sure upon  the  conduct  ol  General  Harrison, 
which  certainly  wasnever  intended.  I  will  con- 
fess, for  one,  that  on  a  perusal  of  the  joornals  of 
this  House,  the  military  repuution  of  Oenerml 
Harrison  sunk  in  my  estimation  ;  and  I  believe 
this  coofeasioD  might  be  made  by  three-fourths 
of  the  eitizent  of  the  United  States  who  read  (he 
proeeedioga  of  Congre**,  and  who  had  not  sn 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  character  aud  cooduet 
of  Qcnerai  Harriaoa.  1  should  reproach  myself 
for  having  suffered  such  an  impression  to  be  made 
upon  my  mind,  if  ibe  means  of  correcting  it  had 
■tso  been  found  upon  tbe  journals.  Those  jour- 
nals did  not  (hen  afford  tbe  means  of  correct  in- 
formation upon  this  subject,  nor  do  tbey  till  this 
day. 

As  to  the  first  objection,  that  an  investigaiioa 
was  depending  in  the  House  of  Represeatatirei 
into  the  official  conduct  of  General  Harrison,  the 
result  of  that  invesiigatioo  was  in  the  highest 
degree  honorable  (o  his  cbaraeier.  The  commit- 
tee to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  were  unan- 
imously of  opinion  (hat  General  Harrison  stood 
above  suspicion  of  beiog  implicated  in  the  charges 
exhibited  against  him,  and  that  in  hta  whole  con* 
dnet  as  commander-in-ehief  of  the  northweaterB 
army  he  waa  governed  by  a  laudable  zeal  for  aul 
I  devotion  to  the  publie  (ertiee  and. interest. 
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the  rrsolniion,  ir  well  foasded,  was  Ckkulated 
pwe  to  Oovernor  Shelbr  ilic  eniirfland  excliui 
merit  of  having  urged  <ne  pursuit  of  Proctor  aod 
hi»  Brmy.  But  Shelbf,  geuerons  ii  he  is  brave, 
disclainii  thi&  ndoiiTe  merit,  and  in  t  lelier, 
which  I  beg  leave  to  read,  denies  ia  ibe  moil 
positive  tenns  baviag  Died  the  taogaaffe  aseribrd 
to  him  ;  mud  he  gives  to  QeoeraF  mrritoo  ibe 
highest  praise  for  bit  promptiinde  aod  vigilance 
ID  panaing;  Proctor ;  Tor  ihe  skill  with  which  be 
arraagcd  hit  troop*  for  meeitog  the  enemy,  and 
for  his  diKUngnisbed  bravery  daring  the  battle. 
He  slates  iliai  the  daiies  of  Ocneral  HartiwM,  as 
comMander-io -chief  of  the  soribwesierD  arm^, 
were  in  the  highest  degree  ardnoim ;  bnl  that, 
from  the  zeal  and  fidelity  with  whtcb  ibvy  were 
perfonned,  tbey  eonid  not  hare  been  committed 
to  belter  hand*.  Of  these  partioolars  no  one 
coold  know  beitar,  no  one  eoald  jnttge  better, 
than  GoTvrnor  Shelby.  I  bare  many  other  docu- 
ments artd  papers  to  show  that  Governor  Shelby 
was  not  mistiiken  in  the  statements  which  be  has 
made,  which  I  will  read  if  any  doubt  shall  be  ex- 
prcBsed  upon  this  subject.  I  trusi,  however,  thai 
no  EOch  donbl  will  be  enteriaioed,  and  am  eonfi' 
dent  that  hoaorable  gentlemen  will  now,  npon 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  facta,  feel  a  pleasure  in 
•waidiag  to  General  Harrison  that  lesiimooy  of 
applaiue  which  a  aeuse  of  duty  indoced  ihcm  for- 
merly to  withhold. 

I  sbajl  not  prononBce  any  eacomiamsupon  the 
nllantry  of  the  venerable  patriot,  the  intrepid 
hero,  OoTernor  Shelby.  Hi*  diMingniRhed  ser- 
vieei  during  ibe  late  war,  aa  well  aa  those  of  the 
ReToliitioaary  war,  will  ha  remembered  to  the 
latest  poaterity.  Of  him  and  the  brave  officers 
and  men  who,  under  the  command  of  Oeoetal 
Harriion,  achiered  the  glorious  victory  at  the 
battle  of  the  Thames,  one  sentimeal  pervades  the 
Coioo,  that  they  merit  every  mark  of  diutioeiion 
wfiich  Coogrnsand  a  grateful  eouBtry  can  bestow. 

Mr.  D.  then  offered  the  followiBg  reflation : 

of  tAt  OtUtd  SIdIa  of  Amain  m  Ctingnm  amtm- 
Sled,  That  die  thaaka  of  CeDgreea  be  and  thn  ace 
bere^  paeeenHd  l»  Majw  Omorti  Willian  Henry 
HaRiMa,  aad  laaao  SheUy,  lata  OavMnw  pi  Kantac- 
ky,  and  ifa^oagk  tbam  to  the  aOoMn  Md  men  ante 


par  Canada,  en  the  AAh  d^  of  Oetabar,  ene  lh> 
«(U  hnaArad  and  tUrteen,  eeptmaf  iba  Bni 
■ay,  with  dissi  baggafe.  auBBraotoage^  and  art 
and  thai  Ibe  Pnndeotor  Iha  United  Blale*  be  n 
•d  tocBwaiwo  (ddmeUete  he  alinifcf  at 


oal  of  Ihietrina^aBdpnaenMdlDOaBMatHanieoB 
and  laaaeadl^,  lata  Oavemorof  Kentady. 

The  raMhuioB  waa  read  and  pavaed  to  a  iceond 

WaoKSBDAT,  March  35. 

Mr.  SANroKO,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 

merae  and  ManphattiTea,  to  whom  wat  referred 

the  peiilion  of  Biehard  H.'WikockB,  madean^ 


port,  "  (hat  the  petiiioiter  ihonld  hBTe  leave  to 
withdraw  bis  peiitioo  ;"  and  the  report  wat  read. 

Mr.  RooaLBB,  from  the  Commiiiee  of  Claimi, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Byingtoo,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  Ihe  Cummiftee  oo  Penaiona, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  peiiiion  of  Thonaa 
Patten,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolo- 
lion,  that  the  peiitioirer  have  leave  10  withdraw 
his   petition.    The   ivport   and  resolution  were 

Mr.  Robbbts,  from  the  Committee  of  Glsima, 
to  whom  iraa  referred  the  peiilion  of  Bli  Hart, 
made  ■  report,  aceompBDied  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Ell  Han ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  paaacd  to  the  accoad  reading. 

Mr.  Cbittbhdbh,  from  the  Commitiee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  ihe  bill,  enti- 
tled '■  An  act  to  provide  for  the  dne  eiecution  of 
the  law*  of  the  United  States  wiihin  the  Slate 
of  Miasiasippi,"  r*  per  lad  the  same  without 
ameadmeDL 

The  seven  bills  and  the  reaqluiion  brought  op 
yeaterday  for  coDeBrr«aGe  were  read,  aad  sever- 
ally passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  from  the  Commitiee  of  Claims, 
10  whom  was  tderred  the  petition  uf  Catharine 
M.  Smith,  administratrix  on  the  ettate  of  J.  D. 
Smith,  made  a  repofi,  accompanied  by  a  reeoln- 
tioD,  [hat  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  reaolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  DicKBBBOH  preseitted  the  petition  of  Sam- 
uel Eirkendali,  of  New  Jersey,  who  was  captain 
of  militia  in  the  RevolutioDary  war,  aad  ia  bow 
reduced  to  indigence,  praying  relief:  and  ihe 
petiiioD  was  read,  and  rnerred  to  tbedommjttee 
on  Peas  ions. 

The  bill  for  the  leKef  of  Israel  Thotadike, 
was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Diraot- 
ort,  and  Coffipaoy  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  of 
Newport,  in  Rhixje  Island,  was  read  tha  second 
time. 

The  bill  deelaring  the  eootent  of  Coogreas  to 
to  act  of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina, Tor  the 
relief  of  sick  and  disabled  American  seamen,  wn* 
read  the  second  time. 

The  reaolution  direeiing  medal*  to  be  struck, 
and,  together  with  the  thank*  of  Congreaa,  pt»- 
aented  to  Major  General  HarritBu  and  QoTemor 
Shelby,  and  for  other  puryoaes,  wiu  read  the  aee- 
ood  tine. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  coDsideraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  resoluiloD  of  ihe  Senate, 
iustrnctiag  them  loiBquire  into  the  expediency 
of '-extending  the  prorisioos  of  the  law  prescri- 
bing the  mode  in  which  the  public  nets,  records, 


State,  to  the  public  acts^ecords,  aod judicial pro- 
eeedinss  of  the  several  Territories  o^  the  United 
States,''  and  cooeuried  Ihereio. 
The  Senate  raaomed  the  eoaslderatiou  of  the 
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report  of  iht  Commiltee  of  Claima,  lo  wbom 
was  referred  tbe  pctiiioD  of  PhioMs  lieiga;  and 
in  eoDCDTrcDce  ifaerewUh,  resolved  thai  the 
ptafer  of  ihe  petiiioner  ougbl  not  to  be  gruiled. 

Mr.  Tbodp  cubmitted  the  following  inoiioi]  for 
ooDaideraiion: 

Sathtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  be  in- 
■bnctod  to  isquin  into  the  expedieiic;  of  Mttiiig 
^•Tt,  tad  epproptiatiDg  the  dindenda  wfaicb  ahali 
edaa  frun  the  ibmabeld  bj  the  OoTMument  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Btataa,  to  the  nanaihetare  of 
■roM  and  equipments  for  ' 
whole  bodj  of  tbanilitiB 

The  Senate  reiamed  the  eonuderatioa  of  the 
report  of  ifae  Commiliee  of  Clainnj  lo  whoiD 
waa  referred  the  petition  of  Antbonr  Oale ;  and 
the  funher  eoDiideratioD  thereof  wat  postponed 
HBiil  Friday  next. 

The  Beoale  renimed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Commiilce  an  PeotiOD^  to  whom 
wae  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander  Levia ; 
tad,  OB  motion  nj  Hr.  Noile.  it  was  reeoin- 
mitted  to  the  Cctniaittee  oa  Peiisioiis,  ftiriber 
locotwider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  tnttmed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  24tb  instant,  for  inilracting  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  ioquire  into  the  ez- 
pediencr  of  extending  further  time  lo  the  pui^ 
chasers  of  public  Uods  to  complete  their  pay- 
ments for  the  Eanie ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Seoaie  resamed  the  consideratiOD  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  ibeestablishment  of  naval  depots 
■od  dock  yards  j  aod,  on  molioo  by  Mr.  Tut;  the 
bill,  together  with  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  of  the  23d  iosiant,  npon 
that  subject,  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  aod  report  thereon. 

The  eogroesed  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  CMa  Bon- 
nell,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samotl 
Ward,  was  r«d  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engroased  hill  eoDeerning  the  bounty  or 
allowance  to  fishing  vessels  in  certain  caiee,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  hill,  eaiitled  "An  act  altering  the  time  for 
holding  a  lession  of  the  dietriet  eoort  in  the  Dis- 
Uiel  of  Maine,"  was  read  a  tbird  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CommiKee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosidcratioo  of  the  bill  to  rrmlaie 
the  fees  of  public  notaries  in  the  connly  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Colambla;  and  bo 
aaiendme&l  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pxiat- 
DiHT  reported  ii  to  the  House;  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  eogrMsed,  and  read  •  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Comouttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ineorpo- 
rate  a  fire  insnranee  company  in  the  City  of 
Washington ;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
the  PsESiDBHT  repotted  it  to  the  Honee  aecotd- 
ingljr ;  and  the  amendment  being  concurred  in, 
ibe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroHed,  and  lead  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  reaiuned,  as  in  Committee  (rf  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioB  of  the  bill  to  proTida 
for  the  pBTohue  ud  distrUration  of  the  Uwi  of 


the  Uaited  States,  together  with  the  amesdmenti 
reported  thereto  by  «  select  committee;  nnd  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  lo,  and  the  bill 
further  amended,  ou  motion  fay  Mr.  Noble,  the 
further  eonsideratioo  thereof  was  postponed  until 
the  first  Monday  in  July  next. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CammiUee  of  the 


Ihe  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington  f  nnd  no 
ameodmeni  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Presi- 
DBXT  reported  it  to  the  House;  and  it  wu  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsiderBtiDn  of  the  bill  to  make 
valid  eertsin  acts  of  the  jnstiees  of  the  peace  ii 
Ifae  District  of  Columbia;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbbsidhrt  re- 
ported it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engroesed  and  read  a  luird  time. 

The  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideralion  of  the  bill  to  atithocize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  per- 
fect title*  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of 
lands  therein  described,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  a  select  committee; 
and  the  amendmeats  having  been  amended  were 
agreed  la ;  and  the  Pxebiobiit  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  amended  accordingly;  Bnd  the 
amendments  beioe  concurred  is,  on  the  question, 
"Shell  this  bill  oe  engrossed, and  read  a  third 
lime  7"  it  was  determined  in  the  affifmative — 
yens  SO,  nays  2,  as  follows : 

YiAS— Heesrs.  Barbour,  Burrill,  CuapbeU,  Dag- 
gett, Diderson,  OeiUnd,  Hvnej,  J^umod,  Kin^ 
Morrow,  Hoble,  Otii,  Bobots,  RngglN,  Storar,  Tai^ 
Tieheaor,  Tan  Dyke,  Williams  of  Tanneesee,  and 
Wibon. 

Nais — Messra.  Maeon  and  Stoke*. 

SEMINOLE  INDUNS. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidbht  of  the  Ukitbd  States  : 
7i>  tit  SenaU  »f  the  Utaot  StaUi  .- 

I  BOW  lay  befcn  Congieas  all  (he  infbnnatian  in 
the  poaatawsn  af  Ae  BxecotiTe,  leapeedng  the  ww 
with  the  SemiDoIeB,  ^-^  "-    -     _ii.v   -.  i  — 


ftoBlier  n^Msd  to  Asit  rarag**- 


tMop*  of  th*  United  Btataa,  wa*  oidend  to  the  Iheatre 
ot  action,  dMtqnd  widi  Oe  nanageoent  of  the  war, 
and  vaatad  with  the  pewen  neoesasry  to  gnve  it  tftet. 
The  eesson  of  the  year  being  unisvMable  to  aotive 
operatioBa,  and  tte  wtttmm  of  the  ooiuitiy  aAMing 
aMiar  ts  tb**e  **▼*!••>  in  e***  of  retreat,  esi^  pie- 
vsnt  a  pmmpi  IssminatisB  *r  Oe  war,  bat  H  may  be 
bfaly  preaoned  that  itirill  not  be  lone  befar*  tta 
tiiba,«ad  its  aMMJalM,  iMtne  the  psmlduMiit  wbidi 
lltqr  havs  proveked,  and  Jaatlj  ntdtad. 
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Slqg^  of  tke  Army. 


Sbkatb. 


A*  ainioit  Ilia  mhtd«  otOat  tribe  mhikit*  the  e(Mii> 
try  within  Ihe  Umita  of  Flonds,  Spain  wu  boand,  bj 
the  Treaty  of  179G,  U>  mtnin  them  trom  committing 
llMtiUliw  againit  the  Unitad  Statai.  Wa  have  nen, 
'  with  ngf^t,  that  h«r  OomiuDoDt  hai  dUggthai  failad 
to  Iblfii  thii  cibUiffatioa,  nor  ua  w«  awue  that  it  ouile 
any  tflbrt  to  that  afloet .  Whan  we  eoonder  her  niter 
inability  to  check,  even  in  the  ilighlaat  degree,  the 
moramenti  of  thii  tribe,  by  her  xeiy  imill  and  incom- 
petent force  in  Florida,  we  are  not  diipcwed  to  aacr^ 
the  ftilnre  to  any  other  came.  The  inability,  bow- 
r,  of  Spain,  to  maiotain  her  anthority  over  the  tor- 
ry,  and  ladiam  within  her  limita,  and  in  come* 
a  fulfil  the  treaty,  ought  not  to  ezpoee  the 
uniiM  Aalei  to  oUmt  and  greater  injnriea.  When 
the  ■■Ibority  of  ehwin  oeeaealoexirt  there,  the  United 


ritory,  ■ 


«  eomplets  and  abriati%  beeaoee  we  ahaO  perfbrm 
imly  what  Spain  ww  bomul  to  have  perfonned  kaiaA 
To  the  Ugh  •Uigalioai  and  privil^ta  of  thit  graat 
•ndMcted  right  (rf  lelMafence  will  (he * 


n  Mimrt  of. 
to  foipect  the  SpanMi  atrthorily,  wbec«f er  it  ii  main- 
tsina^  and  he  will  be  initntetad  to  withdraw  hie 
force*  bom  the  protmee,  a*  aoon  ai  his  ihall  have  re- 
duced that  tribe  to  order,  and  aecnre  our  MloW'«iti- 
larw,  in  that  quarter,  by  ntia&ctoty  arrangamenta, 
•CainM  ita  nnpfoiokad  and  aaTage  hoatilitiw  in  fotara. 


JAMES  MONROE. 
WuanoKur,  JUareA  ^^  ISlfi. 
The  Message  mad  ■ceompfiitiriDg  doeamenta 
««ie  raad,  tad  i«ro  baodred  additiooal  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  (he  ose  of  th« 
Seante. 

STAFF  OF  THE  ARMY. 
The  Senate  resumed,  ■■  la  Commitm  of  tke 
Whole.ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  redues 
Ibe  ataff  of  the  Army,  together  wilb  the  ameod- 
mcnis  reported  thereto  bjr  ibe  Coeaaitiee  oa  Mil- 
iUtty  Amirs;  and  the  ameadmeots  hariag  been 
ui«ed  to,  the  PasaiDBHT  repotted  the  bill  to  the 
Home  amended  accordingly ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion to  concur  in  the  followiag  ameDdment  agreed 
to  as  ia  Commiitee  of  tb«  Whole : 

i  be  it  fialker  tnaetad.  That  alter  the 
Bie,  tha  pi 


flrat  day  of  Jnne,  IBII 

ing  tha  AiinT  with  rattona  be  abaUabad,  and  tkat  In 
Uan  thMMf  tMM  dtall  be  mtrintad  ty  the  Preaidwt, 
by  and  widi  the  advice  and  eoaant  of  tha  Baoaia, 
DAB  oMMBiaaaij  feaanl,  with  the  nnk,  pn,  and  Mncl- 
nmentaof  oofamol  irfordiunKai  who  diaU,  befbieeater- 
ing  on  tlia  dntiaa  ef  hia  officat  gi*e  bond  and  ncarity, 
in  Boeh  Bom  aa  the  Prendent  may  diiaMi  and  as  many 
awialants,  to  be  talun  fron  the  BuUUma  of  the  Una, 
aa  the  aerrice  may  rB^ire.  who  aball  recMTa  twei^y 
doUaie  per  month,  in  addition  to  (heir  pay  in  the  Une, 
and  who  ahall,  bdiire  entering  en  tha  doUes  of  their 
office,  fire  bond  and  saeority,  in  sach  lOlM  as  the 
Pieaident  may  direct.  The  oommiaury  general,  and 
hia  aaHstanta,  shall  perform  snch  datiea,  in  purchamng 
and  iMoing  of  rations  to  the  Army  of  the  United 
Stales,  aa  the  Preaident  m»  direct. 

Bic  7.  And  be  it  fartio'  amtted.  That  ai^pUM 
far  the  Ansy,  onlaM  u  paitkalar  and  aigeiit  eaaw 

15th  Com.  Ist  Sbn.— lo 


the  Secretary  of  War  ahoald  atherwwa  direet,  shall  be 
pnrchased  by  ctmtract,  to  be  made  1^  tha  oommisiaiy 
general,  on  pabbc  notice,  to  be  dehrned  on  ipye- 
tion,  in  the  bnlk,  and  at  inch  plaeea  u  shall  be  strpop 
lated ;  wbidi  contract  shall  be  made  under  snch  rego- 
lationa  aa  the  Secretair  of  War  may  direct. 

Sic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Preai- 
dent may  make  saeo  alteratioaa  in  the  component 
parts  of  the  ration  as  a  dna  regard  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  Army,  and  eoonomy  may  reqaire. 

Sic.  9.  And  be  tt  fuHhtr  enaettd,  That  the  coib> 
mU«iy  general,  and  Kis  aasiatants,  shall  not  be  coo- 
camed,  directly  or  indirectly,  ia  the  pnrchaae  or  aale, 
in  trade  or  conmeroe,  of  an*  article  eateiing  into  the 
eonpoaitioa  of  the  ratioa,  allowed  to  ttie  troopa  in  the 
aemce  of  the  Unitad  States,  azcepi  cm  account  of  lh« 
United  Stataa;  nor  dMU  anch  offlur  take  and  tpfij 


ke  and  *ptij 
■r  negotiai&g 


dialt  be  siib}e«t  to  aiartial  Law. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  it  jWiisr  smcM,  That  all  lettsra 
to  and  from  the  commiasary  gaaaral,  which  laey  ■•■ 
lata  to  hia  office  dntiaa,  ahall  be  free  from  paatage. 

It  was  deteitnJBed  ia  the  affirmatire— yeas  26^ 
aaysS,  aa  follows; 

Ti*s— MesMs.  BartKmr,  Crittenden,  Daggett, 
Ejipea,  Promendn,  Oaillard,  Hotsey,  King,  Laeadl, 
Hacon,  Horril,  Morrow,  NiAle,  Otis,  Rng{^  Ban* 
ford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tail,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Tranp, 
Van  Dyks,  Williams  of  MiMisaippi,  and  WUliama  «f 

N^ia— Mesv*.  Bnnill,  Dickersoa,  Bobettn,  Ti<^*- 
ner,  and  Wilaoo.  t- 

The  bill  having  been  farther  ameaded,  by  add- 
ing a  proviso  lintiting  its  daratloa,  it  wan  ordered 
to  be  eagrSssed,  nod  read  a  Ibird  time. 

Tbuibdat,  March  26. 

Mr.  RoBE^B,  from  the  Committee  of  Clainu 
to  whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of  John  Ro- 
dolpb,  laade  a  report,  aceonpaaied  by  a  resold- 
lion,  tbal  the  petilioaer  bare  leave  to  witbdnir 
hia  petiitoD  aad  doeomeais.  The  report  aiid  re- 
solution were  reed. 

Mr.  MoBBOW,  from  the  CoaimiltM  oa  Pablie 
Laads,  to  wbom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
"Aa  act  BOtbariziag  the  election  of  a  Delegate 
from  the  Miehigan  Teirilory  to  the  Congreat  of 
the  United  States,  and  ezieadiag  the  right  of 
aaffrage  to  the  ciiizeas  of  said  Territory,"  re- 
portefTtbeaame  without  ana eikdmeD I. 

Mr.  NoBLB,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensitms, 
to  wbom  was  recommitted  the  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Alezaader.  Lerie,  reported  the  same 
ameaded,  which  was  read  aad  considered ;  and 
ia  coneurtenee  Iberewith  the  peiliioaer  had  leave 
10  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coosideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Commiitee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  peiiiioo  of  Rtcbard  Frisby  ;  aad,  on 
moiioa  by  Mr.  Daoogtt,  the  further  eoasidera- 
tion  tbereof  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Beoaie  resocned  the  consideration  of  the 
report  af  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
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wu  T<reri«d  tb«  mamorial  of  JobaHtU;  Bod, 
on  niotioti  by  Mr.  Daoqett,  ibe  farther  eoasid- 
craiioD  ihereof  was  postponed  oolil  Taesdif 
n«xt. 

The  SeoKie  reaamed  the  coniideniiaa  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  ClBims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Caiharioe  M.  Siniih, 
admiDiairairix  of  the  estate  of  J.  D.  Smith. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kino  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion reported,  by  strikiog  oat  the  word  "not,"lht 
Senate   beini  " 

determined  IJ 

RetolMd,  That  the  prtfer  of  the  petiiiooei 
onght  to  be  granted. 

On  motion  b;  Mr.  Kino,  it  was  referred  to  (be 
Committee  of  Claims,  with  iasi ructions  to  report 
a  bill  aeeordiD^r- 

The  Senate  reinmed  ibe  consideraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  PenstoiM,  to  whom 
ma  referred  the  petiiioo  of  Thomas  Patten ;  and 
in  concarrenee  (herewith,  the  petitioner  bad  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

Xrt  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
tures,  to  whom  was  referred  ibe  petition  of 
Richard  H.  Wileocks ;  and  in  eoneurrence  there- 
with the  petitioner  had  lean  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
notion  of  the  25th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Commitlee  on  the  Militia  to  inquire  into  the  ei- 
pedlencT  of  leliiog  apart  aed  appropriating  the 
diridenas  which  shall  arise  from  the  United 
Stales'  shares  in  the  Back  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  manufacture  of  arms  and  equipments  for 
arming  and  eqoippinR  the  whole  bod*  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  Scales ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeniaiirei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Flag  of 
tke  United  States;  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "^An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 
eerlain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  to 
repeal  the  acta  therein  mentioned;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  eoneurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
sererally  passed  to  the  aeeond  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tberelief  of  John 
Bate,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  C<»mmtttee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  John 
Taylor  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  nary  pensioa- 
ta,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  tbe  le^al 
lepresen  tat  ires  of  William  Daniel  to  file  with 
tbe  proper  Register  of  the  Land  Office  a  Spanish 

Eteat  for  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of 
isslssippi,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  the  claim 

of  Tobias  Rheams  to  a  tract  of  land  granted  to 

hiffl  by  Ibe  Spanish  Gorenimenr,"  was  read  the 

•eeona  ifme,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Tbe  bill,  CBtiUed  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Nar- 


cissiu  Broniin  and  others,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  same  commitlee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Bnmet,  Qibson  Clark,  and  the  legal  rep- 
reseniatires  of  Hubert  RowelL,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committer 

The  resolution,  directing  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  State  to  prepare  an  index  to  the 
acts  and  resolacions  of  Congress  after  the  close 
of  erery  session,  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wholes  and 
no  ameodment  baring  been  made  thereto,  the 
Pbsbidbnt  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reaaiDg. 

The  bill,  eotilfed  "  An  act  to  extend  the  priri- 
lege  of  franking  to  raccine  agents  of  States  oi 
Territories,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  nn  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Eli  Hsrt,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Shobael  Canans,  of  the  town  of  Detroit,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Lewis  and  Anioine  Dequindue;  and  the  report 
and  bill  were  read,  and  the  hill  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Michael  Hogan ;  and  the  bill  barinK  beeo 
amended,  tbe  P&BaiDSKT  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  the  amendment  being  concur- 
red in,  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  to  increase 


alion  Ihereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitlee  of  ibe 
tVhole,  the  consideraiion  of  the  bill  to  promote 
the  progress  of  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  the  matm 
heretofore  made  for  that  purpove ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mi.  Daqobtt,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  this  day  two  weeks. 
~-Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  iu  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideiation  of  the  resolution  for  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  internal  improrementa ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Daoobti-,  ihai  the  furthor 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  tbe  fint 
Monday  in  July  next,  it  was  determined  in  tbe 
affiimatire — yeas  US,  nays  9,  as  fnllows: 

Yiis— Mews.  Burril^  CainpbeU,  Crittenden,  Dv 
gett,  Eppes,  GsilUrd,  Hoiot,  Hiutei,  Lscock,  Moni^ 


Morrow,'  Bug^e%  Banfbrd,  Siorer,  Tslbot,  Tarkr, 
Troup,  Van  Djke,  Williams  of  Hissisnp|u,  Wflllams 
of  Tennessee,  and  Wilsoa. 

Nits — Mems.  Barbour,  Dicketson,  Pnnnentin, 
Macon,  Boberls,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tait,  and  Tichmor. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  prescribing 
the  mode  of  commencing,  prosecuting  and  decid- 
ing controversies  between  two  or  more  Staiea; 
and  the  bill  baring  been  amended,  on  motion  bf 
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JtacreoM  of  Salarit*. 


Sbitatk. 


Mr.  EppBB,  iha  rurthei  coBaideniioa  dif  reof  wis 

Cstponed  lo,  and  made  tbc  oidet  of  the  day  for, 
Diiday  next. 

The  Seoaie  reinmed,  at  is  Oommltiea  of  the 
Whole,  ibe  conaideraiioD  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  O.  Bogeit;  and  no  amendmeat  haviog 
been  made  ihefeto,  the  PaEsiDiNT  reported  it  to 
the  Huase,  and  il  was  ordered  to  be  eogroued 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  10  ineoTporaie  a  fire  inanrance  conf 
^tty  ia  the  Citjr  of  Wasfaiogton,  waa  read  a  third 
tiiDe,  and  paued. 

The  bilfto  reduce  the  uaffof  the  Army  haviog 
been  reported  by  the  committee,  eorrectlr  eD- 
rroaaed,  waa  read  a  third  time;  and  the  blanks 
EeiDK  filled, 

Renifed,  That  thii  bill  pa**,  and  that  ibe  title 
thereof  be, "An  act  regnlaling  the  aiaff  of  the 
Army." 

The  bill  sdpidemenial  to  an  aet,  entitled  "  An 
act  further  lo  amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of 
Wuhinglon,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee cortecitj  eogrossed,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
DftoasTT,  the  further  caoiideralion  thereof  was 
poatponed  aatil  Monday  nest. 

The  bill  to  aoihorize  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  issue  grants  aed  perfect  titles  on  oeriain  entries 
and  locations  of  land  tbereio  described  was  read 
a  third  time;  and  il  was 

Jtetolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  supplemeiiiary  to  the  act, 
entitled  '  An  act  to  aDihortze  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  aeitte  the  claims 
to  Ibe  vacant  and  unapproprisied  land  within  the 
same,*  passed  the  eignieenlh  of  April,  one  thon- 


ticesof  the  peace  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia  was 
read  a  tbiro  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  resolale  the  fees  of  public  notaries 
jo  the  coBDiy  of  Wathingion,  in  tbe  District  of 
Columbia,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paned. 
INCBEASE  OF  8ALABIE8. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  ibe 
bill  to  insraaae  the  aalarjes  of  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments and  of  the  Attorney  GeneraL 

Varioiu  pro  positions  were  received  and  disposed 
of,  rcspMtiag  the  increase  proper  to  be  madc^  the 
impropriety  of  diaerimiBation  in  fixiitg  the  eom- 
pensaiion  of  these  officer^  &e. 

The  bill  wa*  finally  amended,  so  as  to  fix  the 
aaUiie*  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the 
Treasory  at  (6^500  each ;  tbe  Secretaries  of  War 
and  of  the  Navy  ai  $6,000  eaeh ;  that  of  the  At- 
torney Oeneial  at  83,600;  and  that  of  the  Poit- 
maiter  Qeneral  at  $4,000;— la  commence  on  the 
lat  January  last. 

In  this  shape,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

PniDAT,  March  S7. 

Mr.  WiLaott,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 

OBtce  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe 

Mil,  entitled  "An  let  to  axtend  the  privilege  of 


franking  to  vaccine  agents  of  States  or  Territt>- 
Ties,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  WiLBOH,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  ioiiructed  by  a  resolgiion  of  the  29th  Janu- 
ary, "  to  iaqnire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  aeenrity  of  p«ssen«n  in  stage-coaches  in 
which  the  mail  of  the  United  States  may  b« 
transported,  against  any  danger  arising  from  groas 
negligence  of  proprietors  and  drivers,"  made  a 
report;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  TaoDP  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Rttohed,  That  the  Committee  on  flie  Peat  OOee 
and  Post  Hoads  be  imtrncled  to  ioqiuTe  into  the  acpe- 
disDc^  of  Ghanging  the  post  raata  between  MiUadfs- 
villa  snd  Darien,  so  that  the  same  may  pasa  difeMIy 
tram  Monlgomaiy  cDnit^umss  lo  the  town  of  Padea, 
by  Tataiall  oMirt-honsa. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  iha 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  petition  of  Anthony  Qale ;  and  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  tbe  prayn 
of  the  peliiiooer  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claima.  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  petition  of  John  Rndolpb ;  and,  in 
CDOcnrtence  therewith,  it  was  reeolved  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  hi*  petition 
and  doeumenta. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Louis  aod'Aotoine 
Dequindue,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole:  and  no 
amendment  haviog  been  made  thereto,  the  Pnaa- 
lOBHT  reporied  it  to  the  Boase ;  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  RoeaSTs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eoiitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Bate,"  reported  the  tame 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fablic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Burnet,  Oibeon  Clark,  aad  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Hubert  Rowel,"  reported  tbc  same  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Misiiiaippt,  from  the  same 
eommiiiee,  to  whom  wa*  referred  the  bill,  eoii- 
iled  "An  act  authorizing  the  legal  representativea 
of  William  Dan]el  to  file  with  the  proper  legis- 
'  "^      "  tract 


of  William  Daniel  to  file  with  the  proper  re; 
ter  of  the  land  office  a  Spanish  patent  for  a  ti 


The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  Ibe  flag 
of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second  lime, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affair*. 

A  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  tbe  act 
for  tbe  pnniihment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  8taieB,and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  men- 
tioned," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
lo  the  Commillee  on  tbe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  NoBLa,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
to  whom  was  referred  the  pelilion  of  Vassel 
White,  made  a  report,  accami»oied  by  a  reaolo- 
lion  that  the  peiiiioner  have  leave  (o  withdraw 
bis  petition.  The  report  and  resoloiion  were  read. 
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Mr.  RoaaLU,  from  the  Committee  of  CUtma. 
to  whom  the  subject  was  leferred,  repotted  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Caiharine  Smitn ;  aod  the  Ull 
m>  read,  and  pamed  to  ifae  aecond  readioK- 

The  Seoaie  rnomed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whol«,  the  ooBtideimtipD  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Fretident,  Direeton,  atiil  Companjr  of  the 
Harchanla*  Bank  of  Newport,  in  Rhode  labnd ; 
andsoamendmeiithaTiagbeea  made  thereto,  the 
FBzeiDBRT  reported  it  to  ibe  Honse^  aad  it  wai 
ndered  to  be  eDgroved  and  read  a  third  lime. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  ai  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eooBideralioD  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Iirael  Tborndike;  and,  on  motion  br  Mr.  TiL- 
BOT,  ibe  farther  oomideratioa  thereof  wai  poit> 
pooed  antil  the  Irit  Monday  in  July  oexL 

The  Beaate  rewmed,  ai  ifi  Comiailtee  of  the 
Wbolc,  the  eonuderaiion  of  the  bill  dederiot  the 
eoDNDl  of  Co»gre«a  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  for  the  relief  of  lick  and  diiabled 
AsMriean  leaiaea;  and  no  amendment  havioK 
Wen  made  thereto,  the  Presidint  reported  it  to 
the  House,  and  it  waa  ordered  to  be  engromed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Benate  then  raamed  the  coMideration  of 
the  following  joint  resolniion ; 

Jiwahfrf,  4e^  Thai  the  thuifca  of  Concreea  be  and 
ttcy  are  hairity  preatnted  to  Maior  Geoenl  TCUiaai 
Heofj  HanlwM,  and  iMae  SktUj,  late  Gevwnei  at 
Kaittoc^,  and  thronfh  them '- "^ 


dact  in  dedealing  the  toubined  Brltub  and  Indian 
ftnai  and«  Uigor  General  n«cior,  im  the  Thames 
in  Upper  Canada  on  the  fifth  da;  of  October,  one  tboti- 
aand  eight  hnodied  and  lluttcen,  captmioB  the  entire 
BrilMh  •rmj'  with  their  be|fa|e,  canp  equipage,  and 
artillei7i  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  Btatei 
be  requeued  to  eaaae  two  gold  medals  to  be  atmck 
enblematical  of  thii  triumph,  and  preeented  lo  General 
Hairijon,  and  Isaac  Shelby,  lata  Ooreraor  of  Ken  tacky. 

The  reEolation  was  modified  by  i Iriking  ont  Ihc 
word  entire,  In  the  iwelfUi  line,  and  ordered  to  be 
CDgroesed  for  a  third  readins. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Hogan 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Q.  Bogert  wa« 
lead  a  ibird  time,  and  paiaed. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  OoTeroment  was  read  a  third  cima,  and 
passed. 

The  resolniioo  directing  the  Secretary  for  the 
Deparimeni  of  Stale  to  prepare  an  index  to  the 
acts  and  resolutions  of  Congress  a^er  the  close  of 
{verj  session,  wai  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideraii on  of  [he  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Byinglooi"  and 
amendment  haring  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbb.. 
UKT  reported  iheliill  to  the  House;  and  it  passed 
(o  a  third  reading. 

Ur.  WiLSOK  presented  the  petition  of  Lemuel 
H.  Osgood,  a  lieutenani  in  the  Armv  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  late  qnariermasler  in  the  3d 
regiment  of  ariillerr,  staling  his  lass  of  certain 
papers  and  Touchers  at  the  batile  of  Oswego,  by 
which  he  is  prevented  from  settling  his  acconats, 


Setohtd,  That  the  Comaiittae  on  Poet  Officaa  and 
Pott  Roads  be  insUnefd  to  inqaiia  into  lbs  expedi- 
encT  of  Inereaung  the  conpensatioB  of  Ibe  postnsator 
at  Geonetoira,  in  the  State  of  Delawaie. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiliee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoosideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  proride  for  the  due  execntioo  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  within  the  Bute  of  Misais- 
sippi;"  and  no  amendment  baring  beefc  made 
[hereto,  the  PnaainEiiT  reported  the  bill  to  the 
Hoase;  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  &li  Hart]  and  no  amendment  baring  been 
made  thereto,  the  Pkebioent  reported  it  to  the 
HoDse;  and,  oa  the  question,  "Shall  this  IhN  be 
engioned  and  read  a  third  time?"  It  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


MoRnar,  Blarcfa  30. 

Mr.  DawBTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dit- 
(rict  of  Colombia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bilL 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  erection  of 
a  eourt  house,  jail,  and  public  oCces  within  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colam- 
bia,"  reporied  the  same  wiihoat  ameadment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Commitiee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  altar  the  flag  of  the  United  StaUs,"  report- 
ed ihe  same  without  ameudmenk 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CaiTTBHOEn,  the  Commit- 
tee on  ihe  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe 
bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  'Act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain,  crimes  aminsi  the 
United  Statci,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  herein  de- 
scribed," were  discharged  from  the  funher  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  it  wat  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relation*. 

Mr.  RoBBKTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claima, 
to  whom  the  sabiect  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  H.  Osgood  ;  and  tha  bill 
was  read,  and  notsed  to  the  teeood  reading. 

On  mblioo  by  Mr.  RDenLnn,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  were  instracied  to  inquire  into  th« 
propriety  of  placing  Adam  Cteen,  of  Meoro* 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  pontion  lite 

The  pBBaiiMHi'  eommaaieaied  sundry  daea- 
ments,  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Sceretarr 
of  Sute,  of  the  Uth  instant,  aooompanying  the 
Message  of  [he  President  of  the  United  Stntei  of 
the  same  date,  iiansmilied  firom  the  Department 
of  State ;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  M.  Smith 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  memorial  of  certain  mercbaat* 
of  Porttmnuih,  in  New  Hampshire,  and  itt  riaJD' 
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itf ;  ttiB  memoiial  af  nweliaata,  nnderwriten, 
uiii  ioninnee  eompuiia,  of  PhiUd«Ipbii;  the 
petition  kdiI  mnnonal  of  mercbuitB  and  Qoder- 
wrims,  oilisMU  of  ihe  United  Stslea,  of  Chnrlu- 
lOD.  South  Caiolina;  and  in  coDenrrenee  tbere- 
wiU),  resolred  thai  the  relief  aaked  br  the  me- 
morialists and  petitioBcra  ongb  not  lo  b«  granted. 
The  Senate  remmed  the  considention  of  tlie 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Commetee  and  Manu- 
factures, 10  wbom  was  referred  the  maniortal  of 


Thomas  Tenant  and  George  Stiles,  of  the  city  of 
Battuaore,meTebanis;aiidio  eoncunenee Uiere- 
with,  resolred  ihkt  the  prayer  of  the  memorial 


ought  to  be  rcfttseid. 

Mr.  Fbomiiitiii  presented  the  representation 
of  the  Lwislatnre  o{  the  State  of  Lonisiana, 
soliciting  the  demolition  of  Fort  St.  Charles^  in 
New  Orieans,  the  removal  of  other  public  estab- 
lishments, and  the  sale  of  the  Ion  oo  which  the* 
nre  sittiated ;  and  the  representation  was  read, 
and  referred  lo  the  Commiitee  on  Foblie  Lands. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsidknt  or  tsb  Uritid  Statu 
7b  tht  StnaU  of  ikt  Vnited  aWe*  .- 

In  oooiptiaftee  witb  a  resofntion  of  the  Ssnete  rela- 
tive W  the  pendonan  of  the  United  BUIaa,  the  sem 
annnalh  paid  to  eaeh,  and  the  Blatea  or  Taniieriea 
in  whi<A  the  aeld  pcnsiooen  are  respaetivaljr  paid,  I 
new  bansnit  a  repmt  from  the  aeeratsiy  of  War, 
irtutdi,  with  docnmsnts  maifced  A,  and  B,  eontain  all 
the  inisnnation  reqnired. 

JAJOIS  MONBOE. 

VfuMiMBTow,  Mtrch  SS,  1S18. 

The  Meaeage  aai  noeompanyiiif  report  and 


TIm  SeaMa  teawnad  the  ecnaideialMB  of  lh« 
repon  of  the  CemmillM  on  Post  Offieee  and 
Post  Bonds,  who  were  instructed,  by  a  resotution 
of  the  89lh  JaoMry,  "  lo  inqaire  into  the  ezpedi- 
•acy  of  providing  for  the  security  of  passenjera 
in  stage  eoaehes  in  which  the  mail  of  the  Uuted 
Stales  may  be  iransportad,  againet  any  dftagers 
arising  from  gross  negliganee  of  proprietors  and 
drivers;"  and  In  concurrence  therewith,  the  Com- 
mittee were  discbatged  from  the  fiirilier  eonsid- 
•niion  thereof. 

Ttie  Senate  resnoMd  tbe  coosidnatiaa  of  the 
report  nf  tbe  Committee  oo  Pensions,  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  VnsaaJ  While  j  and 
in  ooneurrence  therewith,  tbe  petitioDer  had  leave 
to  withdraw  bis  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eontidaiatioa  of  the 
motion  of  tbe  27tb  iastant,  for  jnsimeling  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Poet  Ro^  to 


afteed  thereto. 

Tbe  Seitate  resnmed  the  otmsideraiion  of  tbe 
motion  of  the  27th  instant,  for  insuucling  the 
Commiitee  on  Post  Offlcee  and  Post  Roads  to 
inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  inoreasing  tbe 
compenaalion  of  the  puatmasier  at  Ckorgetown, 
in  the  Slate  of  Delaware;  and  >creed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  ss  in  Commiti^  of  iha 
Whole,  the  conaidenuioo  of  the  bili  prescribing 
the  mode  of  cotamaneing,  prosecuting,  and  deeid- 


ing  contNversiee  between  two  or  more  Stntat; 
and  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolnlion  from 
the  Hoase  of  Representativea  fixing  the  time  for 
tbe  adjonrnnMut  of  the  first  seMlon  of  the  Fif- 
lecnth  Congress;  and  the  same  having  beaa 
amended,  the  Frhibjent  reported  it  to  the  Hoase 
aecotdiogly ;  and  the  amendment  being  concur- 
red in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrosaed,  and  the 
resolnlion  was  read  a  third  lime  as  amended. 

Tbe  resolution  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amend- 
ed, by  unanimous  consent,  and  pasaed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bil^ottiiled  "Aa 
act  antliorisii^  the  election  of  a  Delegate  From 
the  Miehigu  Territory  to  tbe  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  extending  tbe  rigbt  of  safltaga 
to  tbe  citizens  of  said  Territory ;"  and  on  notioB 
by  Mr.  Monaow,  the  fnrther  eoiksideratioB  there- 
of  was  poetponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  July 
next. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihc 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  "enUiled 
"An  act  tot  tte  relief  of  John  Bate;"  and  M 
amendment  having  bean  loade  thereto,  tbe  Pnanir 
uaHT  reporied  it  to  the  House ;  and  it  passed  U 
a  third  reading;  and  it  was  renid  a  third  tiate,  by 
nnanimons  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  PreiidenL  Direct- 
ors, and  Compeny  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  at 
Newport,  in  Rltode  Island,  was  read  a  third  tim^ 


d  passed. 
The  bili  d 


The  bill  deelarifig  the  eooaeot  of  Congtesi  to 
an  act  of  tbe  Stale  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  i«- 
lief  of  siek  and  disabled  Amerisan  seamen,  was 
read  a  third  tine,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  directing  medals  to  be  atrec^ 
and,  together  with  tbe  thanks  of  Congress,  pre- 
seated  to  Ma^  Qeneral  Hanieoa,  and  Qovermv 
Shelby,  and  lor  other  purposes,  wm«  read  a  thiid 
time,  and  passed. 

Hr.  BuBODH  then,  observing  that  tbe  paswgi 
of  this  resolution  had  removed  from  his  way  tto 
obstruction  which  had  impeded  heretofore  the 
propoaition  he  was  about  to  submit,  gave  nodaa 
that  he  should,  OB  ttHwmow,  ask  Imve  to  intro- 
dnee  a  reaolotion  for  giving  the  thanks  of  C«»- 
rrcas  to  Coloael  Richard  U.  Johnson,  for  bis  g^ 
lantry  and  good  couduot  in  charging  the  enemy 
on  tbe  Thames  in  Upper  Canada  on  the  6tb  Oo- 
lober,  1813. 

The  bilL  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Abraham  Syiagtoo,"  wae  read  a  third  time,  and 

iseed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
due  exscnuoa  of  the  laws  of  tbe  United  Staiea 
within  (he  State  of  Mississippi ;"  was  read  a  third 
tim^  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Daoobtt,  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  tbe  engrossed  bill,  supplemental  lo 
the  act,  entitled  "An  aet  further  to  amend  the 
cbartsr  of  tbe  City  of  Washington,"  was  post- 
poaad  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RouBBTB,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims, 
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to  whom  wt  referred  the  petition  of  c«r»fD  cit- 
tzeDB,  inhabiiants  of  Kdox  eoaniy,  id  the  State 
of  IndiiDB,  made  a  report,  accompanied  bj  a  res- 
otaiion,  that  the  peiiiionert  hare  leare  to  vilh- 
draw  the  petition  and  papers.  The  report  and 
reiolntion  were  read. 

Mr.  BuKRiLL  presented  the  petition  of  Smith 
P.  Slocum,  of  Pawtuxet,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
bland,  praying  a  pension  ;  and  th«  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  GoDitnillee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lonia  sod  Antoine 
Deanindue,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pasted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideialioD  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 


«ci  BDlhorizing  the  leeal  represent  at  ives  of  Wil- 
liam Daniel  to  filewitli  the  proper  rcKister  of  the 
land  office,  a  Spanish  patent  for  a  ttaet  of  land 


if  in^  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  ;**  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  tintil  Wed- 
nesday next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Buroet,  Qibson 
Clark,  and  ihe  legal  tepreseniaiiTes  of  Haberl 
Rowel,"  together  with  the  amendment  repoi'  ' 
thereto  by  the  Commiltee  on  Public  Lands ;  i 
the  amendment  having  been  acreed  to,  the  Pbis- 
nuDT  reported  the  bill  to  the  Honee  accordingly ; 
and  the  amendment  being  concnrred  in,  it  waa 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  as  amended. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  exlendiD|;  the 
privilege  of  franking  to  the  Taeeiae  agents  in  the 
MTeraf  Slates  and  Territories,  was  taken  Qp ; 
nndqji  motion  of  Mr.  Cbittbudbm,  who  ibonghi 
nicb  a  proTision  Dnneecgsary,  a  bad  precedent, 
mod  anhject  in  itself  to  abuse,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to  Ihe  first  of  Jnly  next  [rejected]  hy  a 
TOte  of  17  to  13. 

Mr.  Monnow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  report' 
<d  a  bill  limiting  the  time  for  claims  being  pro- 
duced for  lands  anihorized  lo  be  granted  to  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Madrid  ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  lo  protide  for  Ihe  erection  of  a  conrt-honsc, 
jail,  ana  pnblie  offices,  within  the  county  of  Al- 
exandria, in  the  District  of  Colombia;"  and  no 
nmendmeot  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pkb- 


by  nnaniraons  consent,  and  paused. 

Prerions  to  adjournment,  the  Vion  Pbbbidbnt 
informed  the  Senate  that  he  should  not  alieDd 
the  Senate,  after  this  day,  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session,  bis  prirate  concemt  Tcquiriog  his 
atteniion. 

The  Sennte  adjourned. 

TnuoAT,  March  31. 

The  ViGB  Pbebidbht  baTtng  retired  from  (be 

Chair,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ktno,  the  Senate  pro- 

ecded  to  the  choice  of  a  President  }>ro  tempore, 


as  the  Consiilation  provides  j  and  the  honoraUe 
JoBM  Qailiabd  was  elected. 

Ob  motion  bjr  Mr.  GoLDBBoaoosH,  the  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  acquaint  him  that  the  Senaie 
have,  in  the  absence  of  ihe  Vice  Presideot,  elected 
the  honorable  Johk  Qaillakd,  Presideat  of  (be 
Senate  pro  tempore. 

The  Secretary  was  also  directed  to  make  a 
similar  communication  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  RuoaLBB  presented  the  petition  of  a  Dum- 
ber of  eiiixens  of  ihe  State  of  Ohio,  representing 


rand  inJDsiice  of  a  late  regulation  re- 
payment for  public  lands  to  be  made 
in  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United   States, 


qOKing  a 


and  its  branches,  and  praying  relief;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  MoBKow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  waa  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Miehael  Jones;  and  the 
bill  vras  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  raiding. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Nonix,  the  Commiltee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitioD  of 
Henrieiu  Ross,  widow  of  Colonel  Qeorge  T. 
Ron,  were  discharged  from  the  further  conaide^ 
aiioB  thereof. 


Setelvei,  That,  in  addition  to  the  harbors  siidwatsn 
ordered  to  be  sBrvejed  bjr  ■  rasolutian  of  the  ISth  et 
this  month,  fbr  the  porpose  that  two  suitable  staliMM 
nay  be  mUtuSUd  bi  the  establishineiit  of  arsenal  port« 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  requested,  for  lbs  purpo—  aftwaajd,  la  canea  a  sar- 
vey  lob*  madeof  tuhaitor  of  Anupoliaand  of  ihs 
adjaoent  wateia  of  the  eavctii. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanpokd,  the  Committee 
OB  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  following  petitions  and  memorials, 
to  wit:  the  petition  of  sundry  infaabitaat*  of  tfae 
county  of  Oneida,  in  the  Stale  of  New  Tork,  cot- 
ton and  woollen  mann&ctnren;  the  petition  of 
D.Lyman  and  oihere,Bcommitteeactingforand 
in  behalf  of  the  cotton  and  woollen  manufactu- 
rers of  Providence  and  its  vicinity ;  the  memo- 
rial of  William  PaiierMn,  and  others,  mannfae- 
turera  of  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore ;  the  memorial  of  John  Dow,  and 
others,  manufactnrars  uf  iron;  and  tfae  memorial 
of  Thomas  Roicb^on  the  subject  of  woollen  nMn- 
nfactnres;  were  discharged  Iromihefurifaer  con- 
stderation  thereof  respectively. 

On  motion  by  Mr.TAiT,  the  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  of  the  16th  in- 
:,  transmitting,  in  obedience  to  a  resolulion 
of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  of  February  last,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rMpeclia; 
"  Ihe  progress  msde  under  the  act  to  provide  for 
surveying  the  coast  of  the  United  Stales,"  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

r.  WiLUAMB,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Gom- 
miitee  op  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  the  claim 
of  Tobias  Rheams,  to  a  tract  of  laud  granted  to 
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him   bjr  ths  Spaatsh  GhiTerament,"  reported  the 
same  wiih  sa  ■meDdmni ;  which  vaa  read. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  itie  Committee  od  Fi- 
nkDce,  to  whom  wis  referred  (he  petition  of  Wil- 
liam F.  Farraad,  and  others,  imparting  mei- 
chanti  of  PbiUdelphia,  made  a  report  a ccompaD- 
ied  by  a  resolntian,  that  (be  orayet  of  ibe  peti- 
tionera  oagbi  sot  to  be  granted.  The  report  and 
reaolDlion  were  read. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Daniel  BDrnei,  Qibioa  Clark. 
aod  lb«  legal  repteMntatires  of  Htibert  Rowel," 
liaviag  been  repotted  by  the  committee  correctly 
eiig(oaaed,lhe  bill  wasreadatbird  time aa amend- 
edjjutd  patM"* 

The  engri 
entitled  '■An 
the  City  of  Washington,"  was  read  a  third  lime  ; 
and,  having  been  emended  by  onanimoai  con- 
sent, it  was  pasaed. 

A  meiMge  from  the  HoDse  of  RepreientKlives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Home  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  approptiaiion  for 
the  BVppoTt  of  the  Qovernmeni  for  tie  ;ear  1618;" 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  coneerDing  the  Terri- 
tory of  Alabama ;"  and  a  resolation  directing  the 
printiDgand  dJitribHtioaof  the  act  toproridefor 
the  sarTiring  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Hevoia- 
tionary  Army;  in  which  bills  and  resolation  they 
requeil  the  eoDcurrence  of  the  Senate, 

The  two  bills  and  the  resolntioa  last  mentioned 
were  read,  and  seversUy  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  support  of  Oomnmentior  the  year 
1816,"  was  read  the  leeond  time,  by  unaoimatiB 
eonsent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
Butee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lemnel  H.  Osgood^ 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  limiting  the  time  for  claims  being 
prodneed  for  lands  authorized  to  be  granted  ro 
the  inhabilanle  of  New  Uadrid,  was  read  the 
second  lime,  and  conaidered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Wholei  aitd,  haTiag  been  amended,  the  Pxse- 
ISBIIT  reported  it  to  the  Hoose  aeeordinglf ;  and 
the  amendments  being  coneiuted  ia,  the  ImII  was 
ordered  to  be  cogroMed.  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  reeomed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eooeideraiioo  of  the  reaoJation  whieh 
ori^naled  in  the  Senate,  fixing  the  lime  for  ibe 
adjoUfDineDi  of  the  first  lenion  of  the  fifteenth 
Congreea ;  and,  on  motioa  by  Mr.  Daoobtt,  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  onlil 
the  first  Monday  in  Jaly  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  o(  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reierred  the  memorial  of  John  Hall ;  and  the  fur- 
ther coniideratioa  thereof  was  posipoaed  nntil 
Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eontideratioD  of  the 
report  of  the  Camnittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reierred  the  petition  of  Htchard  Frisby ;  and,  on 
notion  by  Mr.  QoLDenoaoDeB,  the  farther  eon- 
uderailon  thereof  was  poatponed  nntil  the  first 
1  July  next. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  lo  whom  waa 
referred  the  petition  of  certain  ettiz^ns,  iahabil> 
ants  of  Kdox  county,  in  the  Stale  of  lodianaj 
and,  In  concurrence  therewith,  the  petlilonen 
bad  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition  and  paper*. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  iht 
Whole,  the  conuderalton  of  the  bill  for  tbe  w 
lief  of  Catharine  M.  Smith;  and  no  amendment 
bavins  been  made  thereto,  the  Fbebidbht  re- 
ported it  10  the  House;  and,  on  the  qnestioiy 
"  Shall  this  bill  be  engroised  and  read  a  third 
timel"  itwas  determined  in  ifae  negative. 

Tbe  Beiute  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  thv 
Whole,  tbe  consideratjanof  the  bill, entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  the  flag  of  the  Uuiied  States ;"  and 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the 
PxistDEHT  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  nasaed 
to  a  third  reading;  and  it  was  read  a  third  lima^ 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  reitimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Andenon ;"  and  it  waa 
referred  lo  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

HONOSa  TO  COLONEL  R.  H.  JOHNSON. 
Agreeably  to  nolicegiTen,Mr.BjtBBOua  asked 
and  obtilned  leave  to  bring  in  a  rewilution  r^ 
qneeting  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  to 
present  to  Colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson,  a  swofd, 
aa  a  testimoov  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by 
Congress  of  the  daring  and  distln^iahed  raloi 
diapbyed  by  himself  and  Ibe  r^ment  of  toI- 
nnteers  under  hia  command,  in  charging  the 
eneiny  on  the  Thame*,  in  Upper  Canada,  on  the 
6lh  October,  1813;  and  the  resolntion  was  re«d 
twice  by  noanimous  consent,  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  having  beta 
amended,  the  PBtainBHT  reported  it  to  the  Houae 
BCBordingly;  and  the  amenaments  being  coneai- 
red  in,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, . 
and  rwd  a  third  time. 

On  introducing  the  propoaition  for  causing  a 
sword  10  be  presented  to  Colonel  R.  M.  Johnson- 
Mr.  RanBoua  said,  in  ^vailing  himself  of  the 
notice  ^ven  on  yesterday,  of  asking  leave  to  in- 
Iroduee  a  reaolntion,  whose  objeei  would  be  to 
present  to  Colonel  Richard  M.Johnson  some  tes- 
timonial of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  the  ntf 
lion  of  the  distinguished  services  rendered  by  him 
on  the  5th  Oetober,  1813,  in  the  battle  of  Ike 
Thames,  he  considered  himself  bonod  to  make  a 
few  remarks,  disclosing  the  propriety  of  granlisg 
the  leave  asked. 

As  to  the  distinguished  merit  of  Colonel  John- 
son,  be  presumed  there  could  be  no  difference  of 
opinion ;  the  only  objection  that  could  possiUy 

f I  resent  itself  would  be,  the  time  when  -  toe  roo- 
uiion  waa  presented,  or  possibly  the  grade  whieh 
Colonel  JobosoD  held  in  the  army.  To  remote 
these,  if  they  exist,  vas  all  that  devolved  on  him. 
As  to  the  objection  of  lime,  it  will  at  once  be  re- 
moved by  rettectiag  on  that  which  has  just  oe- 
enrred — Ibe  vote  of  thanks  which  has  been  award- 
ed in  favor  of  General  Uarrison  and  Oovernor 
Shelby.    It  ianoi  nnknown  thai  rumor,  the  rtaoll 
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of  taij,  or  lome  other  bad  pauioD,  had  attempted 
to  throw  a  shade  mrouad  the  character  of  thai  dii- 
ItDgniEhed  cammaiidei.  He  felt  at  he  ODgbl, 
and  (ought  an  iQveEtigaiioo.io  viodicaie  bii  cbat- 
«cter  from  the  foal  a«per»ioDs  wbieb  had  beea 
«aBt  upon  it.  Il,  after  ■ome  delif ,  took  jdace,  and 
renilted  in  an  hoaorable  aoqnittal.  In  the  mean 
time  the  reaerable  Shelby  was,  at  hii  own  r«- 
t\aeM,  withheld  from  the  aotiee  of  the  oatioo,  a« 
it  regarded  the  diatioguiihed  servicet  he  bad  rear 
deted — Shelby,  •  Dime  which  can  Dever  be  meo' 
tioned  without  awakeDior,  in  ererr  American  bo- 
•om,  emolioDi  of  gratitode.  I  see  to  this  tiluilti- 
ous  character  ■  display  of  that  love  of  couoiry 
and  chivalrous  spirit  which  coocei'ed  and  effect- 
ed our  indepeodeDce,  and,  nnabaied  by  age,  it  re- 
appeared to  Tindicaie  iboM  rights,  lo  the  eslib- 
lishmeot  of  which,  io  bis  more  youthful  days,  he 
had  00  cMentially  contributed ;  bnt,  he  is  as  gen- 
erous as  be  is  bnre.  and  be  refused  to  aeeepi.a 
tribute  of  respect,  whose  indirect  consequence 
,  Bight  have  been  a  reflection  on  the  CommAoder- 
in-cbief,  to  wboee  »«I,  patriotism,  sod  capacity 


by  the  same  seniibility,  peremptorily  refused  to 
hu  friends  the  pennistion  of  bringing  this  subject 
befw*  tba  RepreeeutntlTes  of  the  people.*  I,  how- 
aTer,  will  bandy  remark,  in  regard  to  tbe  com- 
nanding  Qeneral,  that,  with  the  regrets  which 
tbe  delay  of  justice  to  ibis  cilizea  mnet  necesaa- 
rily  create,  will  be  mingled  some  eonMlniion  in 
the  reflection,  that  his  ohatacier  has  been  euirely 
parified  from  the  censure  which  bad  bean  impro- 
perly cast  upon  it;  and  that  the  maed  now  dis- 
pensed ba*  the  sanction  of  tbe  deliberaie  judg- 
ment of  the  nation,  uobiassed  by  paaiion  or  tbe 
false  fire  of  the  moment.  He  will  now  receiTe 
It  with  a  graiefnl  feeling,  aa  the  highest  reward 
which  ftcemen  can  gire,  or  a  freeman  receire. 

With  regard  to  Coloacl  Johnson,  it  is  due  to 
htm  to  say,  ibis  proposition  is  now  made  without 
bia  eonacnti  Mr.  B.  howarer,  who  look  a  pride 
in  eallini  bim  bu  friend,  took  the  responsibility 
upon  himself,  because  ^einoogbt  it  wonld  be  an  act 
«  consnmmnie  injuxiee,  were  no  lasting  memo- 
ir to  be  erected  to  tbe  valor  which  he  so  signally 
displayed  on  the  occasion  allndcd  to.  Aaotb^ 
iBotive  with  Hr.  B.  was,  a  nntifieation  on  the  part 
of  Colonel  Johnson,  of  bis  retiring  from  pablic 
life.  While  he  regretted  this  event  a*  a  serious 
loas  to  the  public  councils,  he  was  perfectly  uitis- 
flcd  that  his  reasons  wcte  aaffieienl  to  jusiiry'ii. 
While  upon  thb  subject  be  would  barely  add, 
that  he  was  satisfied  it  would  not  be  deemed  an 
enggeration  when  he  esMried,  that  no  roan  in 
Concrcashad  perrormcd  more  service  than  CtAi^ 
net  Johnson.  In  addiiion  to  tbe  just  clainu  of 
his  own  panieniai  ennslituents  upon  him,  what 
wt  of  the  Union  is  it  from  wbicli  applications 
nave  not  been  made  tuwl  cheerfully  attended  to 


br  this  patriotic  citizen?  So  mucn  fof  the  first 
onjaetion  that  ^ight  pouibly  be  made,  allhongh 
he  did  not  aotiaipate  it-    As  to  the  second  dim- 


tlemen,  the  grade  of  Ctdonel  Johnson- 


were  no  precedent  applicaUa  to  this  eaae,  Mr.  B. 
would  have  hid  no  difficulty  in  fixing  one-  It  ii 
the  attribute  of  all  Oovemmenls  to  adapt  theit 
proceedings  to  ibe  endless  vLcissitodes  which  hu- 
man affiiirs  contionally  present.  The  ralor  dis- 
played by  Colonel  Juhnsoo  is  unsurpassed  by  any 
example  in  the  annals  of  rannkiad.  Bnt  it  is  not 
now  necessary  lo  press  this  question,  because  yoa 
have  a  precedent  id  the  case  of  McDonoogb  and 
his  associates,  in  tbe  distinguished  victory  gained 
by  ihem  on  Lake  Cbamplain,  over  a  British 
squadron,  and  some  others.  Mr.  B.  said,  be 
sbonld  but  ill  reptesent  the  feeling  of  his  friend, 
or  bis  own,  if,  in  asking  for  ibis  tribaie  of  respect, 
anything  could  be  inferred  from  what  is  said  or 
doae,  uularorafale  to  those  patrl«tic  t^cera  hold- 
ing gradee  between  Colonel  Johnson  and  the  Com- 
maiider-in-chief.  It  was  hut  justice  to  them  to 
say,  that,  had  it  been  their  good  fDnuoe,oa  the  day 
of  battle,  10  bare  bad  the  post  of  honor,  tfaejr 
would  have  acquired  those  laurels  so  dearly  earned 
by  Colonel  Johnson.  Oeoetous  an  brave,  so  far 
from  lookiegwithsDeyeof  envy  upon  this  honor- 
able tribute  of  gratitude,  dispensed  in  behalf  of 
this  disiiaguish«l  citizen,  ihejr  will  warmly  par- 
ticipate in  tbe  fine  feelings  with  whieh  ColoBel 
Johnson  will  receive  this  mark  of  his  country's 
distinction. 

I  lo  the  merit  of  Colonel  Johnson  to  this  evi- 
dence of  our  gratitude,  Mr.  B.  said,  be  had  al- 
ready declared  thii  upon  this  point  there  could 
be  no  difference  of  opinion.  To  eipatiate  apon 
it,  would  be  uDDecessaiy;  yet  he  could  not  dii- 
mias  ibis  subject  without  briefly  enumeiating 
some  of  the  lendlog  actt  of  his  pablic  life,  ao  lar 
at  least  as  tbey  connect  themselves  with  the 
question  under  consideration. 

Let  it  then  be  remembered  that  be  was  zeal- 
ooaly  in  bvor  of  the  war.  Not  content  wiib  the 
distiaguiahed  place  be  held  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  he  patriotically  resolved  to  vindinate  with 
his  own  arm  those  rigbta  which  he  bad  so  man- 
fully asserted  while  voting  for  tbe  declantion  of 
war.  He  erects  bis  standard  and  proclaims  his 
porpose,  and,  although  much  was  lo  bare  been 
expected  from  the  patriotism,  the  zeal,  the  tnter- 
prise,  and  courage  of  Kentucky— a  people  Mr. 
B.  delighted  to  lionor,  as,  in  addition  to  tbetr 
merit,  he  cooeidered  ihem  his  own  kindred,  tbon- 
aaoda  of  hi*  near  and  highly  respected  reliations 
beiog  there— although,  he  said,  much  wa*  to  hmve 


been  expected,  yet,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  d^ 
votednesa  of  those  old  and  vonng,  ridkand  poor, 
rallying  around  the  standnrd  of  their  country,  we 


e  a  Dew  subject  of  admirMion. 

In  doing  justice  to  those  patriots,  let  it  not  ne 
imderatood  that  any  invidious  distinotion  is  ut> 
tended  to  be  made  in  their  favor.  Hr.  B.  saM 
he  well  knew  that  illnstrious  ezamplea  ti  ooamg* 
and  patriotism  were  exhibited  in  other  pertiona 
of  the  Union,  and  on  all  proper  ocoasions  be  was 
prepared  to  lift  bis  feeble  voice  (o  do  then  ampte 
justice.  But,  to  return  to  the  patriotic  volnn- 
leers,  who  imbodied  at  ihe  call  of  Colonel  Jobn- 
Bon,  displaying  a  speciaele  as  honorable  to  them- 
selves as  to   Colonel  Johnson-  manileBling  tbe 
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bish  ctnUeBu  tiief  itpoimd  in  ihia  thair  illn- 
iTiona  eitiMi^— tbM*  bnT*  nwo,  luTing  their 
homes  mud  their  domcatic  bleMiui,  and,  weigh- 
t»g  the  hoDor  of  their  MBntr^  ud  the  dsTence  of 
her  right*,  ttninsi  the  {mTklioni  and  huards  or 
war.  wiUinfir  aeeapMd  ibem  m  ao  •quiralent. 
Unaemrad  bythadiSeuliieeoTdaBfen  to  which 
th«y  an  abaac  l«  be  etpoaed,  they  feaHaetlr  com' 
mit  ihenwdTea  to  the  ttaeUew  dcaeri,  lo  the  m- 
oret  dangei  of  ibe  arabaaeaded  earafe,  or  the 
more  ojwa  perili  of  their  1«m  nrage  alljr.  A 
night  of  miafiirnDa  had  abed  its  dieaatroiu  gloom 
ov«r  oar  afiain.  It  wat  givea  to  Conmodore 
Petrp  to  tarn  back  the  tide  of  adrenity  npohlhe 
foQDiaio  from  which  it  flowed.  Lake  Erie  wai 
merred  for  the  dtsplajr  of  the  brilliant  aaperiori- 
IT  of  Amerieaa  braTerr  and  aeamauahip  oTer  oar 
tben  han^tr  fo« — aehicrinff  a  vietorf,  which, 
in  ibelaagoageof  Prealdent  Madiaon,  will  fill  an 
earlf  page  in  snr  narat  annais,  aa  baring  aever 
been  anrpasied  in  itutre,  hotr«*er  moeh  it  may 
hare  boen  in  magnitade.  The  w«f  haviag  bean 
opened,  the  commaadinft  Genoal  and  hii  veteran 
aaaociale,  with  piomptitade,  arailed  ihemMlrei 
of  the  oppottmuiy  thns  offered,  to  throw  thom- 
selveo  in  the  anem;'acoanirf,aiidpBraaiiif,  with 
nnanimitjr  and  with  an  onezampitd  rapidity,  (of 
which  pnraait  Colonel  JoboMD  led  the  ran.) 
speedily  oreriook  them.  The  battle  ia  arrayed; 
the  poet  of  honor,  forsDch  hs  made  it,  ia  assigned 
Coloaai  Johnsoa.  The  enemy  hare  the  Tharasa 
on  the  left;  a  Briijah  regiment,  aerea  hundred 
BtroDg,  has  also  a  rarine  on  the  right,  befoad 
wbioH  was  the  celebrated  Tectiinseh,  at  the  head 
of  fifteen  hnndred  lavages — a  fores  truly  formi- 
dabln.  Whtn  we  refer  to  the  coranuader,  of 
whom  it  aayjw  said,  tinless  his  ekaraoier  has 
been  greatly  sxaggtntad,  that,  had  b«  hare  been 
farorel  with  the  embdlishments  of  ciriiiied  Itfc, 
and  the  baneflia  of  military  experience,  ha  would 
bare  boon  one  of  Ibe  moat  distinguiahed  oaptaioi 
of  ihapreeest  erutfnl  period;  to  whiohj  whea 
we  aopanidd  that  his  aasoeiaiea  were  nciing  ua- 
der  lb«  impiaaaion  of  ihMi  being  under  the  par- 
tieglnr  laror  of  Uaann,  it  wall  may  be  (aid  that 
the  force  thus  to  bo  enooiMiered  was  indeed  tat- 
midaUe.  This  forco,  ao  placed,  and  so  formida- 
ble to  otdiaary  minda,  preaented  nothing  alarm- 
ing to   the  mounted  r«pineat.    Colonel  JohiuoD 


diridea  hia  regiment,  my  one  thoamnd  stroni 
one  baualion  placed  under  theeommaad  of  C 
one!  Jnma*  Johnson,  who  gare,  in  anesptiog  bis 


irony— 
ofCol- 


slaiioD  nndtr  a  yoonger  brathar,  an  honorable 
evidence  of  bia  patriotisni ;  the  other  battalion, 
hnded  br  bimtelf,  passed  a  defile,  and  plaoed  it- 
aalf  en  the  right  tif  ih«  marsh.  Tb«  bagia  was 
-tee  the  rcadinessfor  Mtaak.    Tbesound 


ia  hsard,  and,'miBgled  wllb  the  wMehword,  tk- 
tory  or  death,  loatcd  along  the  line.  The  Brit- 
ish foraa  was  orerwhtlmed  in  an  instaoi ;  they 
threw  down  theit  nrus^  and  on  their  knees  anp- 
plisaied  merey>  Alibongh  there  waa  a  long  ac- 
eonnt  of  iuntonsd4H  Uood,  impionsly  ahad  by 
this  ntiiied  British  and  Indian  foroe,  and  reinlia- 
tim  JBSliJBad  crea  to  tbeir  ealife  axtetminaiion, 
yai,  at  the  Biy  of  meray,  the  sword  was  inune- 


diatdy  sheathed,  and  the  goiliy  sarvired.  Far 
different  was  the  confiict  with  the  ssrage  foe; 
there  man  was  opposed  to  man,  in  siiwle  eombat, 
rifietotifie,and  tomahawk  to  tomahawk  ;  wounds 
and  death  were  mainally  dealt  ont.  Coleod 
Johnson,  early  io  tbe  cotnbat,  received  two  se- 
vere wDoodi,  attended  with  the  loss  of  mncb 
blood.  In  ihis  trying  crisis  an  ordinary  courage 
would  hare  retired  from  the  combat;  on  him  it 
had  a  different  effect.  It  seemed  to  impart  to  - 
him  new  courage,  which  manifested  itself  io  a 
prodigy  of  valor,  which  loses  nothing  in  n  com- 
parison with  the  most  splendid  achievement  re- 
corded ia  the  whole  extent  of  "backward  time." 
Calling  aroand  him  twenty  spirits,  the  bravest 
amon^  the  brare,  ha  resolved,  at  iheir  head,  to 
precipitate  himself  oo  the  fiercest  part  of  the 
coaflict,  where  T«cumseh  ia  person  commanded, 
and  who  was  the  soul  of  the  battle.  Of  theae 
daring  spirits,  composing  the  forlorn  hope,  one 
only  escaMd.  The  others  were  all  cut  down, 
some  to  rise  no  more;  the  remainder  mangled 
by  namerons  wounds,  of  which  the  subject  ofthe 

6 resent  resolution  had  his  melancholy  share. 
Heeding,  exhausted  by  effasion  of  blood,  and 
alone,  his  fate  seemed  inevitable,  wben  Tecnm- 
seh,  cool  and  eolleeied,  approached  with  bia  nn- 
errio^  rifie  and  ruthless  tomahawk.  It  pleased 
Providence  to  Interpoeo.  Amidst  universal  car- 
nage, and  io  the  teeth  of  approaching  death.  Col- 
onel Johnson  remained  undismayed,  and  hnried 
Tecnmseh  that  death  which  had  been  prepared 
r  him.  This  is  the  man  and  the  services  to 
which  Mr.  B.  wished  an  honomble  testimony  to 
be  erected,  one  more  laittag  than  that  which  is 
found  io  evaneseeai  papers  of  the  day.  If  any- 
thing was  ncceaeary  to  be  added  in  suppait  of 
the  high  claims  of  this  distin^ished  citizen  noon 
tbe  gratiinde  of  his  country,  it  wonld  be  found  in 
tbe  honorable  notice  taken  of  him  by  the  eom- 
mandiog  General,  and  repeated,  in  the  moat  flat- 
tering manner,  by  President  Madison,  in  commo- 
nicatmg  tbe  result  of  the  battle  to  Conffress.  But 
it  ia  more  than  unnecessary  to  furnish  any  ad- 
ditional proofs.  Wherever  there  is  an  Ameri- 
can, the  couragcand  services  of  Colonel  Johnson 
aro  known  and  appbtoded.  Mr.  B.  indulged  a 
hope,  bordering  oo  confidence,  that-  the  measure 
he  now  proposed  wonld  receive  the  unanimous 
conaent  of  the  Senate,  for  in  that  unanimity  Its 
principal  merit  would  consist. 

WnwnnaT,  April  I. 

Mr.  NoBLU,  from  the  Committee  on  Pension*, 

'  whom  was  leferted  the  petition  of  Ann  Welsb, 
mode  a  report  unfavonbla  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  LnAU,  from  the  eommiiise  to  whom  the 
johject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
esubliab  tbe  boundary  line  between  Ibe  State  of 
Hiaaiasippi  and  the  Alabanw  Territory;  and  the 
'  11  was  read,  and  imssed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  notion,  by  Mr.  OoLDBBOBoi7«t,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
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ind  CoBiinoD  CouDcit  of  the  Citjr  of  Wubiag- 
toD,  on  ibe  lOib  of  Ust  inoDih,  were  diachirged 
frODi  ihe  further  coDsideratioD  thereof. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB.  of  MiMiasippi,  from  the  Com- 
mitteeOQ  Public  Lands,  to  whom  wt*  referred  the 
bill,  cDtiiled  "  Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Narciraua 
Biouiin  and  othen,"  reported  the  wme  with 
amfodmeuti;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  returned  the  coaHderation  of  the 
.  molioD  of  the  31si  ultimo,  for  rcquettiag  the 
Preiideut  of  the  Uoiicd  SuteiS,  for  the  parpoM 
thereio  loentiooed,  to  cause  a  aurTejr  lo  be  nude 
of  the  harbor  of  AuDapolis,  aod  of  the  adjacent 
waters  of  the  Severn ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  retoiutioD  requesting  the  President  of  the 
Doited  Stales  lo  present  a  sword  to  Colonel  Rich- 
■rd  M.  Johnson,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
uoanimously. 

The  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Michael  Jonea  was 
read  the  second  tiiae. 

The  bill  limiting  the  timeforelaima  being  pro- 
dooed  for  lands  auihoriied  to  be  granted  to  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Madrid,  was  ic«d  a  third  lime, 
ftod  paued. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Ter- 
litorv  of  Alabama,"  was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  retolaiion  directing  the  printiag  anddis- 
iribation  of  the  act  lo  provide  for  the  aufTiTiog 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolnlionary  Aimr, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  reiamed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Lemuel  H.  Osgood  ;  and,  no  amendment  hsT- 
ing  been  made  thereto,  the  PncainiitT  reoorted 
it  to  the  House ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed,  and  read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  RoBEBTB,  from  ibe  eommiitee  lo  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bilL  in  addi- 
tion 10  "An  act  to  prohibit  ihe  inlroduclion  of 
slaves  inio  anjr  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Uailed  States,  from  aiul  after  the  first 
day  of  January,  1808,"  and  to  repeal  certain  parts 
of  the  same ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  ' 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BiaBODH,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relationi,  reported  a  bill  conceming  lUTigttiau; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
leading. 

On  molioo,  bf  Mr.  B&XBOsn,  it  waa  read  the 
■econd  time,  by  unanimous eonaent;  and,  on  his 
notion,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Friday  nest. 

Mr.BABBonB,from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  in  addition  to  the  'Act  for  the  pun- 
isbmcBt  of  certain  crimes  against  the  DuUed 
States,  and  to  repeal  the  acta  therein  deKribed,'' 
reported  the  same  with  amendments ;  which  wen 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Ihe  consideration  of  the  biU,  prescribing 
the  mode  of  eommeucing,  prosecaiing,  and  de- 
ciding, cod  irorersies  beiweea  two  or  mote  Stetes; 
and,  on  moiion  by  Mr.  Ciupbcll,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the 


flrst  Monday  in  May  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmatite — yeas  16,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Y»s — Msssn.  Bufaonr,  CaupbeU,  Dickerwin,  Gail- 
iud,  GoUibimKigli,  Horsey,  Hseon,  Otis,  HonlaB, 
Banfoi^  Stokw,  Ttit,  Tidienor,  Van  Dyke,  WiUisma 
'Mississippi,  sad  WiUisnuof  Ta>unssa& 

Nats— Messrs.  Bwrill,  Ciittandeo,  Danalt,  From- 
entin.  Hunter,  Jahnson,  Kin^  Horril,  Mmrw,  NoUe. 
Roberts,  Storer,  Talbot,  Tsjior,  and  Wiltm. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim^ 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  P. 
Hooker,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and  the  re- 
port and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  lo  the 
secoad  reading. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Repreaentaiivea 

■formed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasted 

bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Thorn ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further 
appropriations  for  the  construction  of  the  Cum- 
berland road;  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  Bxiag 
the  lime  for  the  nest  meeting  of  Congress ;"  and 
alao  a  resoluiion  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
eommiitee,  to  uke  into  conudetaiion,  and  report 
what  buNneat  is  necessary  to  be  ncted  upon  be- 
fore the  close  of  ibe  present  session ;  in  which 
bills  and  resolntion  they  reqnest  the  concarreDce 
of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  three 
times,  by  ooanimons  consent,  and  concurred  in ; 
and  Messrs.  DicEaaaOH,  Robsxts,  and  Bukhill, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  three  bills  last  bronght  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Uommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,eBtitled  "An 
act  for  confirming  the  claim  of  Tobias  Rheams 
to  a  tract  of  land  granted  to  him  by  the  Spanish 
Government,"  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
puted thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Public  I<ands; 
and  the  amendment  baring  been  agreed  to,  the 
Prcbiuhit  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  amend- 
ed accordingly ;  and  the  amendmeat  being  con- 
curred in,  was  ordered  to  be  engrosaed,  and  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

TaunsDAT,  April  2, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wiluamb,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
10  inquire  iuio  the  expediency  of  aathoruingr  the 
sale  of  the  land  aiuched  to  Fori  Charlotte,  in  the 
town  of  Mobile. 

Mr.  JoBKBON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  inhsbiianu  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  praying  a  donation  in  land,  to  en- 
abls  them  to  build  an  addition  to  the  Charity  Hos- 
pital, for  the  accommodation  of  strangers  suffer- 
ing under  epidemic  diseases,  and  a  further  dona- 
lion  for  the  use  of  ibe  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
College  of  New  Orleans,  in  lieu  of  the  honae  and 
lot  ginnied  to  them  by  the  Spanish  Ooreroment, 
which  has  been  by  Congress  converted  into  a 
courl-house;  and  alto  praying  that  a  lazaretto 
I  may  be  established  and  mainintncd  at  public  ex- 
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peDK  ■■  the  fiiftglish  Turn ;  Hd  tfa«  peliiion  was 
mi,  ftod  refarred  to  ihs  Committee  on  Public 
Laods. 

The  Seoate  resumed  the  coDiideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Gommiliee  on  Pensiooa^  to  whom 
was  referred  the  pelitioD  of  Ann  Weleh;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  esiabliih  the  boondarr 
line  between  ibe  State  of  Uiuiiii[^i  and  the 
Akbftma  Tetriiorf,  waa  read  the  leeond  time. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker, 
was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill  eoiilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Thorn,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Han- 
ofactorei. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  «et  nuking  further  ap- 

C'opriatioiu  for  the  centttuciion  of  the  Cumber- 
nd  road,"  was  read  tbe  second  time,and  referred 
to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  ibe  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  rosids,  iolaad  narigation,  and 
•eminnries  of  learning,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  aot  filing  the  time  for 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress,"  was  read  tbe  see- 
ond  time. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
confirming  the  elaim  of  Tobias  Rhenma  to  ■  tract 
of  land  granted  to  him  by  the  Spenisb  Govern- 
tnent,"  wu  read  a  third  time ;  and  having  been 
further  amended  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill 
wu  passed  with  imendmeats. 

The  bm  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  H.  Osgood, 
wms  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mi.  WiLLiAMa,  of  Tennessee, 
the  Committee  on  Hilitarjr  Abiis,  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  memorial  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Rhode  Island  brigade ;  and,  also,  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Hull,  were  discharged  from  tbe 
farther  consideration  thereof  retpeeiiTeljr. 

On  motion  by  Ur.  BunntLi^  leave  was  given 
to  withdraw  the  memorial  of  the  officers  and 
soldio'B  of  the  Rhode  Island  brigade,  their  heirs 
and  lepreMntatives. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  ae  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mienael  Jones ;  and  tbe  blank  having  been 
filled  with  ''one  thousand  five  hundred,"  tbe 
PncHDMitT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly ;  and  ibe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  lesumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  eonsidention  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
net  authorizing  the  legal  representn lives  of  Wil- 
liam Daniel  to  file  with  the  proper  register  of 
the  land  office  a  Spanish  paletii  for  a  tract  of 
land  lying  in  the  Slate  of  Missiseippi;  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  BunntLi.,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  nntil  tbe  first  Monday  in 
July  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreeentatives 
informed  the  Senue  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  tinte  for 
locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  re- 
turning surveys  thereon  to  tbe  Qcneial  Land 


Office,  and  for  desigaatiog  the  western  boundary 
line  of  tbe  Virginia  military  treei,"  with  amend- 
ments; in  which  they  requeit  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  therelief  of  the  legil  represent- 
atives  of  QeorKC  Pearson ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
■ct  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and, 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  change  the  name 
of  the  District  of  Brie,  io  the  Stale  of  Ohio:"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concorrenee  of  the 
Senate. 

Tbe  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  lo  tbe  second  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  ibe  amend- 
meots  of  the  House  of  Representatives  lo  the  hill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating 
Virginia  land  warrants,  and  reinroiDg  surveys 
thereon  to  the  Qenerat  Land  Office,  and  for  de- 


Mr.  RoBiaTs,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Clainu. 
lo  whom  the  snbject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Aquila  Giles ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  lb* 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ibe  bill 


iHosation  of  certain  judges  of  the  court* 
_.  ._.  United  States;  end  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wiluxmo,  of  Mia- 
sisuppi,  that  Airther  eonsidention  thereof  be  post- 

Soned  until  tbe  llrat  Monday  in  Joly  next,  it  was 
elermined  in  tbe  negative— yeas  13,  nays  18,  ai 
follows : 

Tais— Messrs.  INAersoa,  Lsoock,  Maeon,  Mocril. 
Hovnnr,  Neble,  Roberts,  BohIss,  Sanibrd,  Storer, 
Taibat,  WManu  of  HU^n^  and  Wilson. 

NaT*— Msssio.  BwnBI,  Crittenden,  Dsfgett,  Fre- 
aentin,  GaUlatd,  QoUsberaa^  Horssy,  Buntai,  John- 
son, Ku&  CMs,  Smith,  Stoks^  Tsit,  Tajioi,  Tidw 
Van  Dyke,  and  WilUaM  ef  TaanfMse. 


FaioxT,  April  3. 

Mr.  RoBtRTa,  from  the  Committee  of  Clains, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Francis 
Henderson,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Francis  Henderson;  end  the  re- 
port and  bill  ware  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  th« 
second  reading. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aqoila  Oilee  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Qeorge  Peanoa,"  wu 
read  tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Ijands. 

The  bill  eniiiled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
puUioation  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
[or  other  purpoeet,"  wu  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  hill  entitled  "An  set  to  change  the  name 
of  the  District  of  Erie,  in  tbe  Siateof  Ohio,"  wu 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manuraetutee. 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


311 


EISTOBT  OF  CONGBEBS. 


312 


Sifuia. 


TTu  IkaigaliM  BOL 


Atmti^U 


Tho  Semte  rnttmed  tke  conBideimEion  of  the 
report  of  ihe  Committee  od  PioaDce,  to  whom 
WM  rererred  the  jMtition  of  William  P.  Parrmnd 
and  other*,  imporling  merch«Dia  ofPhiUdetphisi 
and  on  moiioQ  by  Mr.  BoaaRTB,  the  farther  eon- 
■ideratioD  thereof  vai  pottpooed  aalil  the  flret 
Moiidif  ia  May  next. 

The  Senate  reeamed  the  contideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claim*,  on  the  me- 
morial of  John  Hail,  and  the  further  eonsidem- 
tian  thereof  wa*  poalponed  notil  Moodar  next. 

Mr.  Campbsli^  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  (he  paTmeol  of  certain  eer* 
tiSeatei,  reported  the  same  without  amendmeDL 

Mr.  CAHPaGLL,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
rotkiuK  appropriation  for  the  support  of  OoTem- 
ment  ^r  the  year  1818,"  reported  the  same  with 
amendmeots;  which  were  read  and  considered  «■ 
in  Committee;  and  haTioe  been  agreed  to,  the 
PRBBinERT  reported  the  bifl  to  the  Hoose  acootd- 
ingly;  and  the  emendmenis  beiug  eonenrred  id, 
they  were  ordered  to  be  engrosKd, and  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  a*  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Hepresealatirce 
informed  the  Seoate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  aet  for  the  relief  of  a«r«ti 
Dewees,  relkt  and  widow  of  William  Dewees, 
deceased,  and  the  heirs  and  legal  represcntativee 
of  the  said  William  Dewees ;"  a  bill,  enti 
"An  act  for  itie  relief  of  Oad  Wonhinglon  . 
bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  the  houses 
of  Thomaa  and  John  Clifford,  Elisba  Fisher,  aod 
Company;  Thomas  CliBbtd  and  Son,  and  Thos. 
Clifford,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Charles  Wirgman 
of  Bnltimon  j"  a  bill,  enttUed  "An  aet  for  the 
relief  of  John  Rodgeta  i"  and  a  bill  entliM  "An 
act  for  (he  relief  of  eeftain  friendly  Creak  Indians, 
of  tbe  mixed  Uood  f  in  which  bill  they  Mqnest 
the  eoneurrenen  of  the  Senate.  They  nan  nlao 
passed  a  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Benaie,  to 
provide  for  paying  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  three 
per  cent,  of  the  net  proeeede  arising  from  the  sales 
of  the  United  States'  lands  within  the  same," 
with  an  amendment ;  In  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  preceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  RepteeenUtire*  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned;  and  the  farther  considentian 
thereof  was  postponed  nntil  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
foirs,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of  the  aet,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  proridefor  Eurreyieg  theeoatia 
of  the  United  States ;"  end  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Honnow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  10  whom  thesnbjeet  was  referred,  repotted 
a  bill,  confirming  Anibony  Cavalier  and  Peter 
Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of  land ;  and  the 
bill  WBs  twice  read  by  anaaimoui  consent. 

Mr.  Monnow,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill,  Buiborizing  ihe  disposal  of  certain 
lots  of  public  ground  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
and  town  of  Mobile ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  end 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


The  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Hiehael  Jmms  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  in  additicn  to  "An  act  to  prohibit  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from  and 
after  the  first  dav  of  January,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  1806,"  and  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the 
same^  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideiation  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  compenBatiDa  of  certain  judges  of  the  coarti 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  farther  consideta- 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Narcissus  Brouiin  and  oibeis," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  Ihereie 
by  the  Committee  on  Pnblio  Lands;  and  the 
amendmenv  having  been  egreed  to,  the  Psnai- 
DERT  reported  the  hill  to  the  House  emended  ac- 
cord io^y  ;  and  the  amendments  being  concurred 
in,  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  lime  as  amended. 

Mr.  BaHBooa  gave  notice,  that  he  should  aek 
leave  to-morrow  to  bring  in  a  reeolndon  author* 
izinga  subscription  for  the  edition  of  "  Statisiica) 
Annals,  embracing  views  of  the  population,  com- 
mere^  navigation,  fisheries,  pnblic  lands,  poet 
office  establisbment,  revenues,  mint,  military  and 
naval  establishmaois,  expenditures,  public  debt, 
and  sinking  fand  of  the  United  States." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  Territory  of  AlalMma;"  and 
no  amendment  having  been  nude  thereto^  Ihe 
PaiatoiiiT  reported  it  to  the  House ;  and  it  pataed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Benaia  rseamed,  as  io  Committee  of  Hm 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  reacdution  direct- 
ing the  priming  and  distribution  of  the  net  lo 
provide  for  the  surviviitg  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Revoloiionary  Army ;  aad,  on  motion  bf 
Mr.  Talkot,  the  fnnher  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  neKt. 

Mr.  EiMs  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
contideraiion : 

JJeiafced;  That  the  Beerstsiy  «f  Ihe  Tieaeory,  d* 
port  totb  8siiala,the  som  of  th*  Amdad  debt  *( 
•  United  aisles,  beaiias  aa  inUeest  of  oeaaa,  aa. 


fimded  debt  paid  en  aMonntaT  the  several  instelman 
to  the  said  bank.  Stating  the  enms  snd  speciei  oi 
ftmdad  debt  sold  by  the  bankj  howmoch  therooTirss 
porchassd  or  redeemed  by  the  Unilad  States,  and  how 
much  has  been  sold  without  tha  United  Btatee. 
NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  concerning  navigation,  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relatiena  on  Wednesdar. 

[The  first  section  provides,  that  from  nnd  altet 
the  30ih  of  September  next,  the  porta  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ihalfbeand  remain  closed  agninsi  every 
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rCBsel  owned  wholly  «  in  part  bj  a  labject  or 
iDbjeeuorHuBiiuiinieU»jniy,eoiiiiB{or«Trl*- 
iDK  from  anr  port  or  plue  in  ■  colonjr  or  terriiorr 
ofHis  Brinonie  Ibjetly,  thai  is  or  ihall  be,  bv  tli« 
wdinarr  lawa  of  navigation  and  trade,  cFoaed 
againat  vesMla  ownfd  vf  eiiizena  of  Ibe  United 
Sute*;  and  everr  meh  vetiel,  ao  excladed  from 
the  poTU  of  the  United  Stateo,  that  ahal)  enter, 
•r  utempt  to  entar  Iba  tame,  in  TJolnlion  of  tbia 
act,  ^all,  vilb  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  farailare, 
together  wiib  tb«earg;ooB  bonrd  ■aehveawl,  be 
forfeited  to  the  Dnited  States 

The  U  Mciion  proride*,  robataatiallf,  thai  aajr 
BritUb  reaHl  entering  ooi  ports,  &hall,  on  her  de- 
parinre,  if  laden  with  the  prodneliou  of  the  TToi- 
tad  ButSB,  «re  bcndi  not  to  land  her  cargo  at 
auf  of  the  British  pone  prohibited  in  ibafirai 
MCtioD,  and  to  fbrfeit  renel,  tackle,  fc^  tf  ihe 
attempt!  to  tail  without  lo  giriag  bond. 

The  3d  teetion  enacta  the  manner  of  recovering 
the  panaltiee,  aceonn ting  for  them,  dbc.] 

Mr.  Babboum,  of  Vi^bIb,  mm,  aa  the  organ 
of  tbe  oommillae  who  reported  the  bill,  it  waa 
expected  of  him  b;  the  Senate  thai  be  abotild 
diaclnae  the  Tiewa  of  tbe  ooDHiitlee  on  ibii  inter- 
eating  ■ub;|eet. 

It  ceriainlr  beboorad  the  Senate  lo  give  tbU 
Bvbjeet  ita  moat  tetioiM  atteation,  and  to  act  oalf 
Qpon  the  moat  matore  deliberation;  for  remem- 
ber, when  once  adopted,  it  ranat  be  adhered  to. 
To  recede,  wooU  be  to  inaiire  an  endlen  duration 
to  the  aeriooB  evils  of  which  we  complain,  and, 
what  is  aiill  «r  more  aonKqdeBce,  it  most  be  at- 
tcDded  with  a  diminotion  of  character.  Any 
policy,  adopted  by  tbe  anaaimona  eonaent  of  the 
nation,  founded  in  justice  and  wtwloai,  and  ana- 
tained  by  peraeveraace,  mnit  finally  be  fell  and 
yielded  to  ov  any  and  every  nation  oa  which  it 
operntea.  The  obiect  of  ibe  bill  nnder  eonaidera- 
tion,  is  to  reliere  from  the  efleeis  of  meaantes 
adopted  by  Or«ai  Britain  in  relatjoa  to  enr  com- 
mercial iotereonrse  with  her  North  American 
eolonie*  end  Weil  ladies;  measurea  exelnaively 
againK  na,  ai  iojurioa*  to  our  navigatiBK  iDtereat 
'  B8  thay  are  oflenaive  to  onr  dignity.  The  iavid- 
iona  poliey  of  which  we  complaio,  and  which  is 
attended  with  sneh  nopleaaant  efieela,  may  be 
sammednpiBBfewworaa.  Sbebasahut  herpprta 
in  tbe  poneaaiODa  formerly  Blinded  to,  against 
American  veaseU  aad  AmerieaB  property.  Not 
a  cock-boat,  boi  an  aioan  of  anything  that  ia 
American,  does  ahe  permit  to  enter,  while  ahe 
Btodestly  inaiata  lo  bring  everything  that  she 
pleaies  from  thete  poaBCiaioDs  lathe  United  Slatea, 
and  to  pnrchaie,  and  eicloaively  to  carry  the  pro- 
duce and  mannfaciarea  of  Ihe  United  Statei  in 
Tclurn ;  that  it,  she  insiata  npou,  and  we  have 
been  lame  enough  to  submit  to  it,  to  enjoy  exclu- 
sively the  whole  of  this  valuable  interconne. 

The  evil  baa  been  of  long  standing;  it  cobi- 
mencad  upon  onr  bceoming  an  independent  peo- 
ple. She  was  not  ^neroas  eaongh  to  forget  that 
we  had  been  cnamiea,  nor  wiae  enoi^h  to  prott 
by  a  liberal  policy.  Bin  would  have  fond  in 
lh«  aama  h^uage,  tba  auM  habite^  tile  aame 
feeliags;  and  in  ibe  kind  aBNtioM  UM^sraUy 


attending  two  people  of  a  common  origin,  except 
when  repressed  by  iojoatice  or  oppression,  she 
would  have  fonna  in  iheae  eircnmstancea  sure 


guarantees  to  no  nnioierroplpd,  friendly,  a 
her,  highly  benefleial  intercourse.  Bat  other 
counsels  prevailed,  and  displayed  a  new  proof  of 
the  moriifyiog  truth  that  amall,  indeed,  ia  the 
portion  of  wisdom  that  directs  tbe  government 
of  human  affairs.  Hence,  the  moment  ahe  ac- 
knowledged our  independency  ahe  immediately 
denounced  against  the  United  States  all  the  rigor  ' 
Of  her  colonial  system—departing  from  it  only 
in  snob  parts  as  would  promote  her  inteteat,  and 
render  it  more  injnriona  and  humiliating  to  na. 
She  snpetciliamly  rejected  all  olTera  at  nefotia- 
tioD.  The  United  States,  without  a  common 
head,  and  puraning  among  ihemaelvee  an  insula- 
ted, and  frequently  a  tdfish  and  an  nnwiae  poliey, 
becBine  the  foot-balls  of  Great  Britain,  who, 
watching,  aa  ahe  alwaya  does,  with  a  sleepless 
eye,  whatever  is  to  affact  her  commerce,  seized 
instantly  upon  her  defenceless  prey,  and  pushed 
her  eielnaive  system  to  the  nttermoat  of  endur- 
ance. InthisBpirit,  iaMeadof  beioffcoBtentwith 
enforcing  towards  na  the  real  coToaial  syateni, 
which  waa,  that  the  trade  ahould  be  exelDaive 
through  and  with  tbe  mother  eoantry^  she  per- 
mitted the  prodnce  of  ber  dependeiKies  to  be 
broBf  fat  directly  to  Ibis  country,  and  the  prodoee 
of  this  eoBQtry  to  be  csniod  back  directly  to  them, 
bat  both  opetations  to  be  eflnted  exclusively  by 
British  shipping,  to  the  consequent  exeliisioD  of 
the  American  shipping  from  ihe  transportation 
of  the  produce  even  of  America.  So  injurious 
were  the  effects  resulting  from  oQi  eonmereial 
intereoarae,  and  so  coilreTy  nnable  were  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  counteract  these  effiecis  in  thelt  then 
disjointed  condition,  that  our  sengaiBe  antiaipa* 
tions  from  Ihe  luccesafal  result  of  onr  Revolution, 
began  fast  to  dissipate,  and  no  Utile  solicitude  to 
be  experienced  in  regard  to  tbe  fattHC.  This 
stale  of  things  produced  a  coDveatioa  of  the  States, 
and  finally  reanltcd  in  onr  presenl  happy  Conali- 
iBiion.  1  am  anthorized  lo  say,  from  the  best 
authority,  that  it  is  to  this  cause  chiefty,  if  not 
eaiitely,  that  we  are  indebted  for  this  greateal 
btesaiog  of  Heaven.  In  looking  throogh  ibe  bia- 
lory  of  mankind,  and  tracing  the  causes  which 
coDlfibate  to  the  rise  and  downfall  of  aations,  it 
frequently  beeomea  a  anbject  of  cnriotia  apeeula- 
lion,  when  wa  see  lh«  moat  propilioaa  reaolts 
flowing  from  appaicBtly  iojuiious  eanses  aad  the 
worst  passions  of  mankind  eonverted  into  the 
mcaaa  of  farlheriag  some  beneficent  purpose  of 
Providence.  Little  did  the  staieaman  of  Britain 
think,  when  indulging  his  thirst  for  cupidity  or 
revenge,  that  be  was  to  become  Ihe  involuntary 
benefactor  of  America,  by  easentiaily  coairibul- 
ing  to  the  order  of  things  which  now  exists,  and 
whiefa,  nnder  Providence,  will  insure  vm  an  end- 
lesa  aaeceesion  of  power,  of  prosperity,  nnd  of 
bamiBeas. 

^tlleDewOoTarament  being  organized,  ittnrned 
its  Utention  to  tbe  particular  lobjeot  iBtrnsted  to 
its  care.  Uafornmaiely,  however,  other  ohjtols, 
both  foreign  and  domcstie,  inUrpoacd  before  its 
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deliberations  ripened  into  aclioo.  Barope  wu 
■gilated  b]r  a  conTuUion  the  moat  important  in 
the  annat*  of  the  world,  whether  we  r^rd  iis 
duration,  its  exieni,  or  its  effeeu.  During  this 
troubled  state  of  the  world,  the  policy  now  under 
eoDii deration,  engaged  tbe  aitcDtion  o(  Congress. 
The  result  of  the  eflorl  at  that  lime  k  known  lo 
the  Senate — the  causes  leading  thereto  lie  out  of 
the  proper  sphere  of  the  pieseot  discussion.  Mr. 
Jay  was  sent  to  England — he  negotiated  a  treaty — 
■o  much  ofit  as  relate*  to  tbe  tiade  in  question, 
ereatuated  in  nothing ;  but  such  was  the  condition 
of  the  naiioDs  of  Europe,  that  we  enjoyed,  from 
tbe  Decessiiiea  of  England,  what  we  had  a  right 
to  expect  from  ber  justice.  America  became  the 
carrier  of  the  world,  and  her  commerce,  her  ship- 
ping, and  her  wealth,  increased  in  the  most  as- 
tonishing ratio,  till  at  length  America,  in  her 
tarn,  felt  the  afiecti  of  war,  and  ita  frequent  prirs' 
lions.  Peace  was  no  sooner  established,  than 
Qreai  BritaJD  resorted  to  her  colonial  system, 
with  all  ita  abuse.  The  more  iniolenble.as  it  is 
czclusiTely  directed  agaiast  ut,  inasmuch  as  she 
iadnlgea  lo  the  vessels  of  •other  ~  ' 
eoursBwiibbeld'from  us;  a< 
(he  consideration  that  ahe  .._    .. 

policy.  American  resaeli  being  admitted  into  the 
Frencn,  Spanish,  Dutch,  and  Swedish  colonies. 
This  course,  so  injurious  to  our  intereat,  and  so 
ofiensire  to  a  Just  pride,  claimed  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  GoTernmeot,  and  efforts  were 
made  to  ohtaia  redrew  br  a  treaty ;  tbe  result  ia 
known.  Mr.  B.  begged  leave  to  read  so  much  of 
President  Mad isonV  Message  at  the  last  sesaioo 
of  Congress,  as  regards  ibis  subject.  Here  you 
perceive  the  door  of  negotiation  is  closed;  all 
Aope  of  redress  in  that  way  is  desperate,  and  he 
calls  upon  Congress  lo  interpose,  ladependently 
of  the  respect  due  (o  the  recommeodaiiun  of  a 
President  of  the  United  S lain,  there  were  other 
considerations  which  would  give  a  weight  to  this 
opinion  of  Mr.  Madison.  When  it  is  recollected, 
that  he  devoted  the  whole  of  his  most  uiefnl  life 
)  his  country,  with  motives  always  pure,  and 


it  was  by  a  superior  genius;  when 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government, 
down  to  the  moment  of  hi*  quitting  public  life, 
with  the  benefit  of  thirty  years'  observation  and 
cxperieaee,iii  variably  entertain*  the  same  optoioB, 
and,  in  bis  last  solemn  appeal  to  the  nation, 
■tfongly  inculcates  tbe  propriety  of  iha  measure 
DOW  tinder  coosideratioD,  Mr.  B.  was  jostiflable 
in  saying  a  recommendation  ihtusnstaiQed  would 
receive  from  the  Senate  a  degree  of  consideration 
fat  beyond  that  arising  from  mere  official  respect. 
Ia  addition  to  this,  wa  hare  been  advised  by  Pres- 
ident Monroe  of  his  fruitless  attempu  to  procure 
redress  by  negotiation,  and  he  also  submita  to 
Congress  the  propriety  of  interposing  by  r^ola- 
tions,  whose  effects  will  produce  that  which  he 
he  has  in  vain  taught  to  obtain  by  negotiation. 

This  question,  tben,  solemnly  addresses  itself  to 
the  patriotism,  to  the  wisdom,  and  to  the  dignity 
of  the  Senate.  Will  you  paiienllj^  stand  by  and 
fold  your  arms  together,  in  apathctio  indifferaace) 


while  Great  Britain  pursues  a  policy  towards  na 
as  unjust  as  it  is  injurious,  or  will  you,  with  be- 
cotning  GrmoesB,  talting  justice  as  your  guide, 
and  equality  as  yonr  object,  adopt  a  measurej 
whose  effect  will  be  to  retort  the  invidiam  policy 
on  its  first  parent,  and  enable  us  to  address  her  in  a 
quarter  wbtre  she  is  never  deaf  to  ber  interest? 

Mr.  B.  said,  there  was  a  general  rule  in  regard 
to  intercourse  with  all  nations  he  wa*  willing  to 
adopt,  or  enforce,  aea  fundamental  prlnoiple  oToot 
policy — perfect  reciprocity;  to  mete  ontthesaDs 
measure  to  each  that  was  dispeosed  to  us.  Who 
can  or  will  object  lo  this  rule  1  A  different  ooe 
kuppoees  an  inferiority.  But  every  Amerieaa  Sei»- 
ator  would  scout  such  an  assertion.  Sir,  tbe  same 
rules  ate  applicable  to  the  intercourse  of  nation 
as  lo  that  of  individuals.  Where  is  tbe  man  wm^  , 
iby  of  tbe  name,  who  would  not  indignantly  ro- 
ject  B  proposed  intercourse  with  another,  od  the 
degrading  terms  that  he  should  not  visit  bis 
house  but  under  circumstances  of  degradaiioD, 
while  tbe  other  should  claim  aceesa  when,  and 
bow,  and  upon  what  terms  he  hinuelf  dictated  f 
Nations  are  but  aggregations  of  men,  and  Hr.  B. 
could  perceive  no  reason  why  they  ^ould  make, 
in  tbeir  aggregate  capacity,  a  sarteadei  of  tlt*l 
attribute,  SBlf-respeet,  so  essential  to  the  genuine 
dignity  of  man.  Upon  this  ground  alone,  with 
due  deference  10  the  opinion  of  other*,  it  seemed 
to  him  Congress  were  bound  to  interpose ;  but  he 
should  but  Itrebly  discharga  his  doty,  were  he  to 
leave  the  question  here.  For  tbe  sake  of  method 
aad  perspicuity,  however,  Mr.  B.  proposed  far- 
ther to  discus*  ihe  subject,  under  three  heads: 

I.  The  extensive  and  injurious  effect*  of  the 
policy  complained  of,  as  it  regard*  our  •hipping; 
interest, 

3.  He  would  undertake  to  show  that  redrcaa 
was  attainable,  and  would  be  prodnced  by  the 
proposed  measure. 

3.  That  entire  prohibition  of  all  latereourse  was 
belter^  Uinn  seeking  to  effect  it  by  heavy  doiieo. 

Before  he  commenced  the  proposed  investira. 
lion,  he  would  make  a  preliminary  remark.  He 
took  It  for  granted,  that  it  was  the  settled  poliey 
of  the  nation  to  become  a  naval  power.  Perbapt 
thera  is  no  one  qneaiion  upon  which  there  is 
more  unanimity.  From  one  extremity  of  the  na- 
tion to  the  other  there  is'  but  one  sentiment,  but 
one  wish,  everywhere  expressed,  and  that  is,  that 
it  may  go  on  to  increase ;  and  in  food  anticipa- 
tion, judging  irom  the  lustre  of  its  acbievemenis 
during  the  war,  they  see,  in  it*  increase,  no  in- 
crease corresponding  with  tbe  resources  of  the 
nation— the  guarantee  sf  our  safety  and  glory. 
But  these  fond  hopes  are  alt  illusory,  unless  wis- 
dom directs  our  councils.  Vain,  fotrfish,  your 
your  reiolation*  to  buildsbips,  unless  you  protect 
your  navigation.  It  is  not  to  the  superior  fixtures 
of  your  vessela,  or  the  ampleneaa  of  their  sup- 

tlies,  you  are  to  look  for  victory,  but  to  the  nnm- 
er  and  experience  of  your  sailors.  If  you  suffer 
the  Power  who  look*  with  jealnusr  on  your  rising 
commerce,  and  with  envy  on  the  glory  of  your 
navy,  to  exclude  you  from  the  participation  <d' 
those  advaniagea  which  of  right,  a*  being  decired 
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from  BitDte,  beloiif  to  ymi,  sbandoDall  thoaghls 
of  in  efficieat  marine,  «nd  withdraw  from  the 
ocean.  Bm,  Mr.  B.  would  proceed  to  show  the 
effects  of  the  policy  compiaiDed  of.  Tbese  will 
be  clawed  nnder  two  heads;  first,  as  it  r^rds 
the  tonnage  eraptored  direcily  between  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  and  iheeolonies  of  Qreat  Britain;  and, 
Kcond,  the  indireet  effect  on  the  intercourse  be* 
tween  this  eonnlry  and  the  Karopean  posseaaions 
of  Oreat  Biiuis. 

1.  The  direct  tnde  of  the  colonies. 

The  amonot'of  tonnage  emplojed  in  ihia  trade 
may  b«  stated  as  equal  to  138,000,  round  duhq- 
bcTs.  This  result  is  arrived  at  by  a  perusal  of  a 
dommanicntion  from  a  very  intelligent  ciliieu  of 
the  United  Slates,  who  reaided  in  the  West  In- 
dies, aad  who  has  been  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  trade  for  thirty-fire  yeara;  and,  further, 
his  statement  is  said  to  be  fouaded  on  an  official 
doenmenl.  He  predicates  his  statement  upon  the 
caleolatiDii  that  Jamaica  is  eqnal  ip  its  irvde  and 
prodnciions  to  all  the  West  India  posseiaions  of 
Oreat  Bfi tain  b« side.  Pram  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1803,  to  Ihe  30ih  of  September,  18M,  69|6S5 
ton*  of  shipping  entered  Jamaica  alone  from 
America,  hot  Jamaica  only  employs  one-half; 
hence,  138,000  tons  may  be  presumed  to  hare 
sailed  from  America  to  all  the  West  Indies,  to 
man  which,  taking  as  an  estimate  fire 
a  100  tons,  re<)oires  upwards  of  6,000 
From  any  participation  in  this  we  are  entirely 
ezeloded.  Did  this  resali  from  the  auperior  ad- 
vantages  which  Oreat  Britain  naturally  poasesseii 
over  us,  or  from  any  reculaiioo  she  bad  adopted, 
founded  in  justice,  while  it  might  be  a  subject  of 
regret,  it  could  not  be  of  complaint?  But  such 
la  not  the  fact.    It  is  by  an  assumption  on  hei 

Gri,  and  a  lame  sDrrender  on  ours,  of  that  which 
B  been  awarded  as  by  nature  herself.  Bnt  the 
loss  of  tonnage,  and  the  conseqaeut  aon-employ- 
ment  of  seamen,  are  not  limited  to  the  direct  in- 
tercourse merely,  but  materially  affect  what  Mr. 
B.  propoeed  aa  the  second  riew  of  this  subject, 
the  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Buropean  possessioDs  of  Great  Britain,  T'  ' 
propoailion  will  be  most  easily  illnsinted  by 
example:  a  British  ship  arrires  in  the  United 
Blaicsj  direct  from  Oreat  Britain,  with  a  cargo, 
nDloads  in  one  of  our  ports,  takes  in  a  cargo  of 
Inmber,  goes  to  the  Weat  ladies,  delivers  it.  and, 
finding  freight  searee.  she  sails  to  New  Orieaos, 
procures  a  Toad  of  tobacco,  cotton,, dbe.,  and  pro- 
ceeda  to  Oreat  Britain  ;  bete  two  or  three  of  the 
freights  belongs  of  right  toihesbippiog  of  Amer- 
ica, a^  being  the  growth  of  America.  Yet  Brit- 
ish shipa,  from  the  policy  complained  of,  monop- 
(dize  the  whole.  An  American  veaaal  going 
{torn  a  Northern  or  an  Eastern  port  with  a  view 
CO  take  a  cargo  for  Europe,  goes  in  ballast  to  New 
Orleans.  Even  from  the  colonies  in  North  Amer- 
ica vessels  ate  daily  entering  our  ports,  laden 
with  plaster,  Ssh,  and  the  prodnei  of  their  colo- 
nin;  these  are  commnied  in  some  ports  of  the 
United  States  for  each  cargoes  as  are  wanted  in 
the  West  Indies,  whither  they  aell  or  exchange 
Uhii  eargoy  and  procw*  a  freight  in  the  pnidiwe 


of  the  islands.  Again  British  ship*  engaged  in 
the  Weat  India  trade,  frequently  leave  home  with 
cargoes  of  little  value,  sush  as  crates  of  earthen- 
ware, coal,  salt,  come  to  the  United  Slates,  pro- 
cure cargoes  for  the  West  ladies,and  return  home 
freighted  with  the  productions  of  the  islands; 
'  ile  the  American  trade  is  limited  to  a  direct 
de  only  with  the  possessions  of  Oreat  Britain 
Europe.  They  return,  generally,  in  ballast. 
The  bulky  supplies  furnished  by  America  require, 
perhaps,  oue  hundred  vessels  to  be  transported  to 
Oreat  Briuin,  while  what  they  receive  in  return 
(the  costly  fabrics  of  British  mnonfaeture)  may 
be  bronght  beck  in  some  two  or  three.  That  the 
result  of  this  ooeqnal  contest  should  be  anfavor- 
ble,  cannot  be  matter  of  surprise.  That  it  haa 
lot  been  more  so,  is  aceonnted  for  only  by  the  in* 
dustry  and  enterprise  of  our  sea&ftn^  pca]Je. 
Your  ports  and  harbors,  however,  exhibit  melan- 
choly proofs  of  the  decline  of  oor  shipping  inter- 
est, and  It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  spec* 
tacle  without  experiencing  sincere  regret,  as  well 
for  the  miaforinne  of  Ihe  individuals  whose  hopes 
of  independence  have  been  the  victim  of  this  na* 
jttst  policy,  as  for  ihe  alarming  eoDseqnencea  in 
a  naiionat  point  of  view ;  the  drying  np  the  spring 
from  which  flows  our  maritime  strength. 

The  second  point  of  view  in  which  Hr.  B,  pro- 
posed to  discDss  this  subject,  is  redress  within  onr 
bands;  and  is  it  likely  to  result  from  the  proposed 


TouDdersund  this  question  correctly,  it- will 
be  necessary  to  advert  to  the  amount  of  the  im- 
ports from  the  dependencies  in  question,  as  alao 
the  exports )  the  eonstitneni  parts  of  bath,  and  the 
capacity  of  the  United  States  to  supply  herself 
elsewhere,  with  those  productions,  which  ttom 
habit  have  become  somewhat  esseniial  to  comfort. 
1.  As  to  imports:  he  felt  it  necessary  to  slat* 
that  the  faeu  he  was  about  to  employ  had  been 
furnished  him  by  an  honorable  member  of  the 
other  House,  (Mr.  SarnnnT.)  who  had  extracted 
them  from  a  statistical  work  wrilien  by  himself 
founded  on  official  documents,  with  a  view  of 
which  Mr.  B.  had  been  favored ;  and  he  owed  it 
to  that  gentleman  to  state,  that  he  considered  it 
by  fat  the  most  valuable  compilation  of  the  kind 
he  had  ever  seen,  which  ought,  by  some  means, 
to  become  public  property;  and  he  should  con^ 
aider  himaelf  bound,  if  he  could  discover  that 
such  a  motion  would  be  favorably  received,  to  lay 
a  reaolntion  on  tte  table  to  effect  that  object; 
but,  to  proceed,  he  begged  leave  to  exhibit  tke 
following  document; 

A  Statement  t^etemg  tit  guantilut  of  the  MtrthtmtlUt 
eitMaerattd,  vhithtaert annually  tmperled into  and 
enorttdfiom  Uu  D.  State*,  taleulaledon  the  aviragt 
o/tie  ten  jiear»,/r»m  1B03  la  18IS,  M&  fr-'— '— 
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A  SUUemati  ahauing  tht  quantUiu  of  Jlum,  JbJot- 
ae*,  Caffit,  and  Sugar,  annuody  iti^nrted  into  the 
UnUtdStiiu  fivra  tkt  eomttria  tnumtrattd,  ea&u- 
baedon^mavgeofthethrttytanJTomlWito 
1B04,  both  ' — ""-^ 
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.  Uftde  wilh  tlie  Britith  dene  odea  eies  woald  affect 
ODif  Ihe  carrring  trade  of  the  United  Stitet  an- 
dai  sDf  cireunuuticea ;  but  he  ahould  preseatly 
adrert  to  the  tlsie  of  the  trade  of  a  later  period, 
by  which  it  would  be  i»d  that,  npoo  the  reato- 
latioa  of  a  seoeral  peace,  each  Datioo  had  aapired 
to  it*  own  share,  and,  in  eonaequence,  that  of  the 
United  States  had  proportion  ably  (timiniahed. 
Biu,  at  ihia  ata^  of  ioveitigation,  it  appears  from 
tht  table  rarouhed.  that  tbe  United  Slates  im- 
ported 7,500,000  galloDS  of  ram,  exporting  oolf 
600,000,  left  to  be  conaumed  io  Uie  United  States, 
»y  7,000,000,  of  which  4,000,000  came  from  the 
poueuiona  of  Qreal  Btiiaio ;  to  vbieb,  whea  we 
add  the  vast  quaatity  made  io  America  from 
noUBsea,  loftetber  with  the  Urye  quantities  of 
ardent  spirits  distilled  from  nati?e  prodoclions,' 
the  mind  ia  filled  with  amazement  and  regret  at 
the  consumption  of  this  moat  peroiciouB  article 
in  the  United  States.  If  this  measure  were  tc 
tw  Btieoded  with  the  entire  eiclusion  of  thii 
'baneful  spirit,  the  man  who  dulf  apprecialfa  the 
morals  and  health  and  ehaieeter  oi  his  country, 
would  find  an  ample  todemniiy;  but,  putting 
consideralion&  of  this  kind  apart,  what  would  be 
the  result  ia  a  commercial  point  of  riew?  If 
VBt  people  will  use  ardent  apirits,  the  breadatoffs 
BOW  sent  to  puTshose  this  article  would  imntedi- 
Melf  find  a  market  at  home,  by  being  conTerled 
into  a  spiiii  of  a  less  pemicioua  kind ;  so  that, ' 
regard  to  this  artidt,  it  can  produce,  were  it  to 


ilirely  shvt  out,  no  serinQs  efiect  ■poti  our 
oommereial  prosperity.  The  oaxt  artieie,  viz., 
molasses,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  colonies  at 
Qreat  Britain  produce  only  600,000,  about  one- 
twelfth  part  01  what  we  consume;  but  a  large 
portion  of  which  is  manuftciared  into  ram,  o£ 
which  he  had  already  said  enough,  and  proring, 
he  hoped,  that  wbaterer  deficiency  may  be  pro- 
duced in  that  article  will  be  a  national  benefit. 
We  see,  also,  that  of  the  article  of  eofiee  tbe 
United  Stales  imported  40,000.000  Ibt.,  onljr 
2,000,000  <^  which  came  from  th'k  Britiah  colo- 
nies. But,  by  tbe  docament  so  often  alluded  to, 
it  is  seen  that  ws  exported  24,000,000,  learing  to 
be  coDsumed  in  the  United  States  only  16,000^000  } 


,  the  qnantity  exported. 
Of  sugar  we  imported  120,000,000,  and  exported 
66,000,000;  12,000,000  of  this  came  from  the 
British  posseisioas.  But  ma  we  bad  for  exporta- 
tion 66.000,000,  the  enliie  exclusion  of  that  artieJe 
from  the  British  poeaeiaioas  would  aet  only  on 
the  quaatity  to  be  exporUd.  Ur.  B.  said  he  wms 
thoa  full  on  this  perdcular  branch  of  the  inquiry, 
as  he  had  heard  an  opinion  expressed  by  sooic, 
that  poniUy  our  prohibitory  tystam  might  affaet 
tha  price  of  those  articles,  which  our  habits 
CBoied  us  to  enumerate,  if  not  amoag  the  necee- 
saries,  at  least  among  the  eomfoirts  of  life.  On 
the  contrary,  the  facts  referred  to  dearly  erioee 
that  we  are  entirely  iadependeut  of  Qteat  Brit- 
ain ;  that  supplies,  far  beyond  our  wants,  nay  be 
Kroenred  elsewhere,  and  the  only  diminutioa  will 
i  ia  the  export  trade ;  the  extent  of  which,  com< 
pared  to  the  tonnage  put  out  of  employment  by 
the  system  of  which  we  complain,  is  so  utterly 
insignificant  as  to  be  undeserTing  of  notice,  la 
addition,  it  will  be  ■  sacrifice  of  a  small  portion 
of  shipping  interest  of  one  kind,  to  procure  as 
infinitely  greater  adranlage  lo  another;  of  which 
all  may  participate. 

The  uble  narked  B  (that  naarked  D  being:  in- 
leouonslly  omitted,  as  embracing  a  portion  of 
time  during  the  war)  discloses  the  greet  dinutut- 
tioQ  of  tbe  exporu  of  America  since  the  reatot*- 
lioB  of  peac^  wboi,  as  stated  before,  eaoh  nation 
had  been  enaeavoring,  and  had  in  part  succeed- 
ed, to  enjoy  its  just  proportion  of  sbiming  ietct^ 
est.  The  quantity  of  rum  imported  in  1816,  was 
4,200,000;  8,500,000  of  which  were  impocted 
elsewhere  than  from  the  dependencies  of  Qtcet 
Btilain.  8,000,000  ^lons  of  molaases,  7,500^ 
of  which  are  subject  la  the  same  reourk. 
25,000,000  lbs.  of  coSee  were  imported,  83,000,000 
of  which  came  from  other  regions  than  the  Brit 
iah  islands.  48,000,000  lbs.  of  sugar  were  im- 
ported ;  42,600,000  of  which  are  subject  to  the 
same  remark.  Hence  it  seems  thai,  in  the  year 
1816,  we  imported  from  the  possessions  of  Great 
Britain  1,700,000  gallons  rum,  500,000  gallons 
molasses,  2,000,000  lbs.  cofiee,  and  only  7,500,000 
Ibt.  sugar;  and  yet,  with  out  own  supplies  of 
that  article,  we  were  able  to  export,  say  from 
9,000,000  to  10,000,000  Iba.,  5,000,000  more  than 
were  waniiay  for  home  aoiuoBiptioo,  if  ib&t  from 
Oreat  Britam  had  bean  totaUy  axeladed.    Wc 
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abo  am,  nctwHhiUAdiDf  oaf  iaerMwd  ^nlit- 
tioD,  lut  «>r  iapotwion  of  n»  wa*  ininM  hj 
a,O0OJDeO  galloai  tbui  Tot  waf  rear,  on  an  arer- 
age,  fraatlStttolSia.lMlBHvt'.  TbedeBeimeT 
must  Imtb  btaa  sappliei  by  tpirita  dniUkd  from 


Mr.  B.  Mrad,  hawavar,  he  wrari«d  iho  paiinee 
af  tha  SaMta  villi  tWae  4Mail&  and  would  pro- 
ceed, tbarafoM^  W  iba  Kpocti  ftora  An  eoualrf 


>  that 

tbaae  WMj  be  ealiautad  at,  nj  0,000,000;  and 
ibe  ^aeaiioB  to  be  diMOated  u,  wbat  will  be 
tha  mflueiice  af  thii  ■tmanre  Dpon  the  price 
of  tbe  anisia  thai  exported.  If  it  be  aeeenarr 
to  sdmic  Urn  Oraat  Britna  eaa  do  and  will  do 
witlioDi  tkan,  Iben  it  wairid  be  in  vaia  to  dii- 
articles 
«  Ttlne  impaired, 

■no,  Of  B<««BciM«,  (He  agTica'' — '  ' 

jnrad.    B«t  if  it  were  to  be  iw 

ran,  tbat  this  waoM  be  ttie  eoaacqaeace,  Bttll  be 
ki^wd  tfant  agtiealtaiiBti  were  prepared,  when  a 
jMt  regarA  to  tbe  intereiti  and  to  the  character 
of  thai*  eotHlry  repaired  it,  t»  nalte  the  aaerifice 
whioh  tbeeoiHfeitcy  called  for.  He  woaM  here 
take  Iba  libeitr  to  tiat^  that  he  was  hinnetf  a 
famet;  that  he  deriTM  not  a  ceM  from 
■owes  cxeept  wbai  ha  iag  fren  tbe  eartb ; 
it  had  not  bean  hi*  foetnae  to  amaH  money  bf 
embarliJBg  ia  anr  paper  vpeffalatioa  whatever 
be  reprcNiitad  ftrmen  and  BfrietiliDrist* ;  hii 
iatereel  ms  like  ifaeire,  and  Be  therefore  pre- 
niaed  be  ^mka  ibeir  Knilneeu,  wben  be  pro- 
elaitned  hi*  readinesi  lo  look  aaron  aojr  )aeri&ee 
of  their  iattretl,  when  the  welfare  and  digniijr 
of  tha  whole  peopte  of  tbe  United  Slate*  de- 
ntanded  it. 

It  it  bai  dne  to  frankoeu  to  mr,  that  ther  em- 
■ider  Ao  nerifleee  berctofore  made  br  tbem,  with 
a  view  to  pieaem  oir  mariiime  rigbta,  mt  but 
iUjr  reBiproeaied  b]p  thoee  whose  more  immediate 
intefCBt  «••  eoncerDed.  He  made  no  atltuhin  to 
this  Bubjeel  with  a  view  to  awaken  unpieasaat 
•moiiont,  om  to  mea  woBtdswUeh  bad  ilrddj 
Ued  eaoaghi  for  kli  ardent  wi«h  wai,  that  obli- 
Tioa  WMKd  hicTflr  artee  from  onr  hiatory  tbe 
page  which  forna  a  neotd  of  these  irannctiont ; 
it  waa  BMntioaed  eolely  with  a  view  to  aanoUDce 
to  all  wboat  it  might  oonearn,  that  the  same  h>Te 
of  canity  and  the  aame  eeiMibHiiy  to  hi  rights 
eouionad  to  form  the  pttblie  leMiment,  and  ibat 
they  hold  amythiog  as  eoa^miirrir  ioaigoiS- 
eam  when  weigkad  ayaiMi  these  high  conuder- 
ationt.  He  had  Baealtoned  it  alto  for  the  Atnber 
object  •(  waning  thaae  who,  aader  the  inflaeoee, 
real  or  preieaded,  of  c  jeeloiMy  Ihni  egricollnre 
was  hostile  to  ecMnmerce;  a  jeaiousy  tbe  less 
rcaMnable,  as  Ibe  agriealtwiata  bad  been  ai  lust 
as  prompt  to  eneoanier  sacrifices  as  tay  other 
portioB  of  the  commanjiy,  of  warning  sneb,  if  at 
any  fntnre  time  a  cry  of  thai  kind  sboold  be  at- 
tempted, to  look  at  the  history  of  this  measure, 
in  which  they  would  sea  a  seonrify  againM  tbeit 
sickly  apprcheDuoas.  Tbe  world  will  see  this 
-         setiginatiap  from  no  pariieular  qnirter, 

m  intBMat— lU   bm-^Mi....    i_    „   bKwd    as 


la  disenmiag  its  ptob^ite  duraliaa, 
I  hopes  Deed  be  indued  of  divisioii.    The  pah* 


i  fmmdatioa  i 
15tb  Com.  Ist  Sbsi.— ll 


lie  sentiment  it  am  undivided  as  it*  Crnc  i. 
are  iodlvitibte.  Shades  of  difoence  may  iadeed 
Hciat  at  to  the  meaner  or  eSeet  of  iaterfaaiag; 
bat  all  agree  as  to  ibe  iojastiee  of  the  policy  coaa- 
plaiacd  of.  Bu  ie  it  true  that  a  mcrmce,  to  aae 
cKient,  is  to  be  espeeied  1  He  thought  aot ;  an^ 
for  bimMJf,  he  claimed  lets  aredit  for  the  amooat 
of  the  sacrifice,  whiab,  ae  an  agrioullurist,  be  was 
called  on  to  make,  than  for  the  ptompiitadc  Willi 
which  be  was  prejparad  to  eneooatar  it. 

Mr.  B.,  in  atatiag  ihet  be  thought  the  saceiSea 
10  agriculture  wMht  ha  iiifling,  weal  aaon  the 
gconnd  that  people  moat  eM— end,  if  food  be  fbf 
b1&  aad  famiaa  baa  the  meaH  of  potebas^  il 
will  bay.  ThiiL  the*,  ptesenis  at  owe,  tha  fata 
qoestioB— can  Gtreat  Britain  get  her  MiMlies  o< 
bread,  wmi,  aad  thooe  things  esstotiwly  cso- 
otctcd  with  the  proeperily,  if  nM  the  eziateao^  of 
the  eoloDial  poiswMins  1  The  coaaanion  of  Iha 
itUnda  from  angargrawiog  to  breadanftgiaiplBli 
plawatieaa  is  thrown  out  oi  iha  gaastian  the  ia- 
latest  of  OeeM  Britain  is  a  saSeiaM  seeuiiijr,  that 
ihM  will  not  be  atio«pted.  From  wb«BC%^thuh 
is  she  lo  get  her  soppUes,  if  not  from  tha  Unite* 
Sttias}  Her  North  AmericaK  c^oaies^  •<•«?• 
Cmada,  an  ibcmsrivea  inportet*  of  btandstou) 
auid  CaBada,al  least  for  the  ps caent,  raises  bot  liltlo 
if  any,  oiora  than  is  naceesary  for  her  e«a  eoa- 
aampiioa.  Great  Britain  henaif  has  baca  i^ 
debicd,  for  several  years,  alnoti  for  bet  azislonaa 
to  the  sublet  of  breadstaSs  imported  from  tbia 
eonotry.  And  with  all  that  she  could  procare,  (ur 
mine  has  pressed  so  hard  upon  her  s■^ect•  as  to 
drive  them  into  ioto  lomuli  and  disorder.  The 
Pcoiaiala  is  also  iodobted  to  ns  for  her  sappert  in 
part.  France,  in  happier  limes,  might  possibly 
have  an  axovm  ift  her  present  calaiaitone  aowti- 
joo  the  over-ahMO deal  granary 
of  AoMriaa.  lUr.B.hald  itthaeforaasautof  tli« 
queMion,  to  say,  these  dcpendeaoies  eaa  bo  sup- 
plied asywhcre  bni  from  Aioarioa.  If  this  ba 
true  as  to  breadstoA,  tl  is  ao  Ime  to  as  to  Inakbor. 
She  may,  iadeed,  prooura  some  aaaaiy  sapplics  of 
this  anicie  from  her  North  Amodcaa  colooie^ 
bu  not  sdficient  to  prodtwe  any  Masible  relief 
if  she  be  ndoded  from  the  United  States.  Tha 
lioaiioii  before  alluded  to,  froan  whiah  ho 


had  taken  maaj  of  the  diets  already  stated,  pre- 
teats  this  aabjeci  in  a  siroag  light  i  but,  as  it  waa 
io  every  gentlaman's  posaaseioo,  he  would  not,  aa 
he  had  enough  to  do  beside,  pDrsne  this  view  of 
the  subject  any  I'nriher,  but  content  himself  with 
referring  the  Senate  to  ihedoeumeat.  Bat  wheta 
can  Nora  Scotia  and  New  Biunswlck  get  lh« 
lueaoa  of  pay aeot,  if  the  supplies  are  procursbla 
elaewhera  than  ia  America.  Tfaey  have  noibinc 
but  those  10.  tsil — nobody  buys  their  pfasiar  but 
the  peofde  ol  the  United  Stales.  Thai  they 
should  quarrel  with  us,  is  laughable  coough,  if  it 
did  001  betriy  a  fcding  toward*  us  oalculatad  to 
excite  regret,  it  it  rsadil;  admitted,  that  when 
a  man  begs  bread,  and  you  give  him  a  tlona,  you 
having  treated  him  ookindljr,  he  may  be  ofieaditd  ; 
b«t  wkea  we  hare  given  breed  for  stOM,  it  is  en- 
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indeed,  imitating  (he  example  of  tbeir  Enperiori, 
tbej  concluded,  (hat  a  people  who  would  go  far 
forget  what  wai  due  to  themaelvea  as  to  pocket 
one  inanit,  might  another.  But,  to  paai  od,  wbat 
will  probably  tie  the  lestilt  of  this  measure  1  Qreat 
BritaJa  will  eithet  retrace  her  footxieps,  and,  ta- 
king cod  Dci  I  from  her  in  tereal,  rather  than  her 
jecJoDsjr,  will  put  oar  intercourse  on  an  equal 
Rioting,  and  at  last  Sod,  tbat  trne  policy  coniiits  in 
an  open,  liberal,  and  friendly  inlcreourae.  Iniletd 
of  compi omitting  her  bonorbyihia  course,  she  will 
excite  our  respect.  A  magnaoimons  nation,  one 
who  is  great  and  itowerfat  in  her  rewureea,  can 
lose  nothing  by  a  jnst  and  liberal  policy— or,  if 
ahe  fail  to  do  tbis,  and  puruies  her  policy,  the  off* 
apring  of  other  days,  she  mnst  haTe  an  entrepot. 
Bat  that  will  be  to  oar  advanuge,  when  eoo- 
traated  with  her  condition.  The  presnmpiioD  is 
(bat  this  entrepot  will  be  io  the  Weit  ladies. 
Her  trade,  being  confined  to  tbs  island*,  will  ex- 
pose her  seamen  to  tbat  desir  act  ire  climate,  wfaile 
'OatB  will  be  reliered  from  its  oonseqaeoces  by 
Btayiog  there  bat  «  short  time,  and  eontinoally 
reinrning  to  the  Uaiied  States.  The  present  is 
a  most  fit  time  for  the  adopiion  of  ihe  measore. 
.  Our  convention  wi(h  Qreat  Britain  will  termi- 
nate on  the  4th  of  Julv,  1819.  Our  commercial 
intereonrae  mast  then  be  established  by  treaty,  or 
'by  mataal  systems  of  legislalive  regolations.  Tbe 
former  is  greatly  preferable:  becaase  the  latter 
'is  continually  generating  little  irritationa  unfa- 
Torable  to  that  peace  and  friendship  which  we 
wish  tu  see  forcTer  preserred  between  this  eotm- 
try  and  Qreat  Britain.  Bat,if  it  be  attempted  fay 
treaty,  what  reasonable  hope  can  be  indnjjfed  of 
any  better  success  than  heretofore,  if  yoa  forbear 
to  do  anything.  Tbou  fool,  said  Hercules,  help 
yourself,  and  then  Hearen  will  assist  you.  Let 
as  do  likewise.  8be  can  Iben  ao  longer  withhold 
fh>m  as  that  justice  to  which  we  are  entitled,  and 
which  it  is  tone  betleeed,  has  been  withheld,  from 
an  anticipation,  justified  indeed  by  length  of  time, 
that  we  should  make  no  effort  to  do  ourselrea  jus- 
tice. Tbe  result  of  this  day,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  prore,  tbat  there  are  extremes  beyond  which 
injustice  will  not  be  endured  by  an  American 
Benate.  But  if  you  thus  acquiesce  in  tbe  prclen- 
aioDB  of  Oreat  Britain,  what  security  have  yon, 
tbat  all  the  minor  Powers  will  not  attempt  the 
aame  policy  1  Beware  of  snbaisaion !  With 
nations,  as  with  tadiTiduals,  meekness  and  eroacb- 
ing  rarely  stay  the  hand  of  insult  or  injury;  it 
but  too  often  prorokes  it.  The  coward  not  un- 
frequently  is  tempted  to  lay  id  a  stock  of  repuia- 
tloB,  by  playing  Ibe  hero  on  a  subject  unwilling 
to  resist,  or  incapable.  These  leeser  Powers,  one 
t^  the  smallest,  begins  to  inculcate  upon  us,  that 
we  have  no  equivalent  to  offer  for  the  West  In- 
dia trade. 

It  is  time  then  to  take  a  sund.  Let  your  de- 
mands be  founded  in  justice.  Let  your  purpose 
be  firm— firm  as  your  ererluling  mono  tains — 
adopt  tbe  broad  principle,  to  treat  all  nations  as 
Ibey  treat  you.    If  they  talk  about  ■  want  of 


equivalent,  unroll  the  map  of  yoar  country,  and 
expose  to  tbeir  astonished  eyes  the  boundless  ex- 
tent from  ibe  cataract  of  Niagara  to  (he  mouth 
of  the  Columbia — tell  them  of  tbe  variety  of  your 
climate,  and  of  the  fertility  of  your  soil — of  its 
vast  prodpctioDs,  so  essential  to  (heir  commerce, 
and  eren  to  their  existenee ;  and,  when  you  shall 
hare  so  done,  let  ihem  know,  it  is  but  the  first 
dawniogi  of  vour  future  wealth  and  power.  Let 
Ihem  learn,  that  your  population  duplicates  itself 
in  twenty  years;  (bat  it  ia  animated  by  a  spirit 
of  enierptise,  which  has  prompted  th«m  to  leap 
the  boundaries  heretofore  prescribed  to  (be  reaea 
of  the  human  mind,  and  in  unexplored  regions  to 
discover  newsecrets  Id  ifae  arts  and  seiencea;  and 
that  of  all  (hit,  under  Providence,  freedom  is  ika 
creator  and  presttver ;  and  ibai  it  has  not  entered 
into  the  mind  or  man  to  conceive  the  iHteh  of  ele- 
vation to  which  we  are  desiiead.  When  yoa  have 
told  them  this,  arn^ance  itself  must  be  dumb. 

Mr.  B.  feared  be  bad  already  trespaaaed  on 
tbeir  patience.  He  would,  therefore,  harry  acroaa 
tbe  last  proposition,  which  is,  that  a  ditcet  aitd 
entire  exclusion  is  belter  than  a  half-way  systam, 
that  of  onerous  duties.  The  duties  will  eitbei 
prevent  the  intercourse,  or  it  will  not.  If  it  pre- 
vent,  it  approaches,  ciicuitously,  wtiat  we  pro- 
pose direciiy.  This  ii  an  open  system.  We  tell 
Great  Britain  out  intercourse  in  this  way  is  forever 
closed.  If,  however,  the  dnty  system  should  not 
slop  tbe  intercourse,  the  object  of  ibe  bill  is  lost 
It  u  not  rerenue  we  want— of  (hat  we  already 
have  more  than  enough— and  yoa  tax  the  people 
wantonly.  It  is  to  do  justice  to  our  shipping,  and 
to  maintain  our  maritimB  rights  that  alone  will 
justify  (be  measure.  By  stoppiag  interconrse  at 
once,  this  object  iseffecled.  By  the  other,  you  may 
lose,  and  can't  wiu. 

The  time  of  its  commeocement  being  the  30tb 
Sepientber  next,  is  to  prevent  those  specalatioos 
and  losses  which  not  unrreqoently  attend  any 
sudden  and  violent  interruption  of  s  loag  exist- 


When  Mr.  BAaaona  had  concluded— 
Mr.  KiHO  addresaed  the  Chairas  follows:  Ag- 
riculture, manufaciurea,  and  foreign  commerce, 
are  the  true  sources  of  wealth  and  power  of  na- 
tions ;  agriculture  is  ihe  chief  and  well-rewarded 
occupation  of  our  people,  and  yields,  in  addition 
to  what  we  want  lor  our  use,  ■  great  surplus  for 
exportation.  Manufactures  are  making  a  snie 
and  steady  progress ;  and,  with  tbe  abundance  of 
food  and  of  raw  materials,  which  (he  country 
afibrds,  will,  at  no  distant  day,  be  sufficieat,  in  the 

frincipal  branches,  for  our  own  coosamption,  and 
utnish  a  raluahle  addition  lo  oar  exporta. 

But,  without  shipping  and  seamen,  the  surplus 
aes  of  agriculture  and  of  manufaotares  would  de- 
preciate on  out  bands;  ihe  cotton,  tobacco,  bread 
etufia,  provisions,  and  munnfaeturea,  would  turn 
OQI  to  be  of  little  worth,  unless  we  have  riiips  and 
mariners  to  carry  ihem  abroad,  and  lo  distribnta 
them  in  tbe  foreign  markets. 

Natioos  have  adopted  different  iheoriee,  as  re- 
spects the  assistance  to  be  derived  from  navigt- 
tion }  some  have  been  euoteai  with  a  passive 
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roreisa  eommeiec — owning  no  thipa  themaelTei, 
but  depeading  on  foreignera  and  foreigB  Teasel* 
to  bring  to  them  their  sMppIies,  sod  to  pumbase 
of  then  their  sorplosMs;  while  others,  a od  ■!- 
moateTarjr  inoderD  naiioa  that  borders  npon  the 
ocean,  hare  preferred  aa  aetire  foreign  trade, 
ried  on,  as  far  aa  eonsiatenl  with  the  reeipri 
righti  of  oibera,  by  national  ihip: 

A  dependeace  upon  foreign  narigatioa  aubjeota 
iboae  who  are  so  depea(tent|  to  the  known  diead- 
Tanuget  arising  from  foreign  wars,  sad  to  the 
expenae  and  risk  of  the  narigaiion  ttf  belligerent 
Daiian»— the  polkf  of  emplaning  a  oatiooaT  ehip- 
ping  ix,  therefore,  almost  univenallf  approTed 
and  adopted ;  it  affordi  not  only  a  more  Oeriaio 
meana  of  pnwecniing  foreign  commerce,  but  the 
freight,  «•  well  as  the  profit*  of  trade,  are  added 
to  the  atock  of  the  nation. 

The  nine  and  importance  of  national  shipping 
and  national  saiimeo,  have  created  amoog*  tM 

Eeat  nMrttime  Powers,  and  parlienlnrly  in  Bng- 
nd,  a  strong  desire  to  acquire,  by  restrieiions 
and  exelttaiona,  a  disproportionate  ahare  of  the 
geoeral  eommetee  of  the  worid. 

As  ail  oaiioQi  haveeqnal  rights,  and  each  mar 
claim  equal  adnotagea  ia  its  intercourse  witn 
others,  ihe  true  theivy  of  intematioDnl  commerce 
is  one  of  equality,  and  of  reciprocal  beneSis ;  (his 
theory  girea  to  enterprise,  to  skill,  and  lo  capital, 
their  just  and  natnrat  ad  rani  ages ;  any  other 
aeheme  is  merely  artificial ;  and  so  far  aa  it  aims 
at  advantages  a*er  those  who  adhere  to  the  open 
system,  it  aims  at  profit  at  the  expense  of  natural 
justice. 

The  colonial  system  being  founded  in  this  vi- 
aious  theory,  has,  iberefore,  proved  to  be  the 
frntlfa)  source  of  dissatisfaction,  insecurity  and 
war.  According  to  this  system,  the  colonies  were 
depressed  below  the  rank  of  their  fellow  subjects, 
and  the  froitsof  their  industry  and  their  intercourse 
with  foreign  countries,  placed  under  different 
tegnlatioas  from  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
mother  country ;  it  was  the  denial  to  Americans 
of  the  rights  enjoyed  by  Bnglishmen,  that  pro- , 
diwed  the  American  Revolutioo-^nd  the  same 
eauae,  greatly  aggnnted,  is  working  the  tame 
efieel  in  South  America. 

Among  the  the  tuTigators  and  discorerers  of 
the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries,  the  Dntch 
became  highly  dislingnished,  and,  by  enterprise, 
economy,  and  perseverance,  made  themselves  the 
carriers  of  other  Qalions,  and  their  conoiry  the 
eotiepoi  of  Entope — and  it  was  not  until  the 
Buddleof  the  fourteenth  century,  that  England 
pwMed  her  navigation  act,  which  had  for  its  ob- 
ject to  euruil  the  aavigaiioD  of  (he  Dutch  and 
to  extend  her  own. 

According  to  (his  aet,  (he  whole  trade  and  in- 
tercourse between  England,  Asia,  Africa,  and 
America,  were  confiDetfto  the  shipping  and  mar- 
iners of  Eogland ;  and  the  interconrse  between 
England  and  the  real  of  Europe  was  placed  onder 
regulations  which,  in  a  great  measure,  confined 
the  same  lo  English  ships  and  teamen. 

Thisact  was  sttenawitly  oppoaed  by  the  Dutch, 
tsd  prared  the  oeoaaioa  rf  the  obstinata  naval 


wan  that  afterwards  followed.  England  was 
victorious,  persisted  in  her  navigation  act,  and, 
in  the  end,  broke  down  the  monopoly  in  trade 
which  the  Dutch  posseased. 

That  in  vindication  of  her  eqnal  right  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean,  England  should  hare  resisted  the 
mooopcly  of  the  Dutch,  and  freely  expended  her 
blood  and  treasure  to  obtain  her  jnst  snare  of  the 
general  commerce,  deserved  the  approbation  of 
■  II  impartial  men.  Bot,  having  accomplished 
this  object,  that  she  shoald  herBelf  aim  at,  and  in 
the  end  establish,  the  same  exclusive  system,  and 
on  a  more  extended  scale,  is  neither  coasisteat 
with  her  own  landable  principles,  nor  compatible 
with  the  rights  of  others;  who,  relatively  to  het 
monopoly  now,  are  in  the  like  sitnation  towards 
England  in  which  England  was  towards  the 
Dutch,  when  she  asserted  and  made  good  bet 
riffht*  against  them 

Bj  the  English  act  of  navigation,  the  trade  of 
the  colonies  is  restrained  to  the  dominions  of  the 
mother  eonntry,  and  oone  hot  English  ships  are 
allowed  to  engaae  in  it.  * 

So  long  as  coTunies  are  within  soch  limits  as 
leave  (o  other  nations  a  convenient  resort  to  for- 
eigo  markets  for  the  exchange  of  the  goods  which 
(hey  have  to  sell,  for  tbose  they  want  lo  buy,  so 
long  this  system  is  lolerable ;  but  if  the  power  of 
a  Stale  enables  it  lo  increase  the  number  of  its 
colonies  and  dependent  territories,  so  that  it  be- 
oomes  the  mistreas  of  the  great  military  and  com- 
mercial  stations  ihrooghout  the  globe,  ibis  exten- 
sion of  dominion,  and  Ihe  consegnent  monopoly 
of  commerce,  seem  lo  be  incompatible  with,  and 
necessarily  to  abridge  the  eqnat  righia  of  other 
Slates. 

In  the  late  debates  in  the  English  Parliament, 
the  Minister,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  stated  "  that 
'instead  of  seventeen  thousand  men,  employed 
'  abroad  in  1791,  forty-one  thousand  were  ihea 
'(1816)  required,  exclusive  of  iboae  that  were 
'  serving  in  France  and  in  India.  That  England 
'  now  baa  forty-three  principal  colonic^  in  all  of 
'  which  tioo^  are  necessary ;  that  suttecB  of 
'  these  principal  colonies  were  acquired  since 
'  1701,  and  six  of  them  bad  grown  into  (hat  tank 
'  from  mere  colonial  dependencies,"  And,  in  the 
Hoase  of  Commons,  the  Minister,  atlndiw  to  the 
aequisitions  made  during  Ihe  war  with  Prance, 
said  "  that  England  had  acquired  what,  in  for- 
'  mer  days,  would  have  been  thought  romance— 
'  shehadacquired  the  keys  of  every  great  military 
'  station." 

Thus,  (he  commercial  iggrandizemeat  of  Eng- 
land has  become  such,  as  the  men  who  protested 
agninst  monopoly,  and  devised  the  navigation  act 
to  break  It  down,  could  never  have  andcipalcd  i 
and  it  may,  era  long,  concern  other  nations  to  In- 


wheiner  laws  and  principles,  applicable  U^ 
trrowlimils  of  English  dominion  and  com- 
mcrea,  at  the  date  of  iba  navigation  aol,  when 


colimisa  and  commerce,  and  even  narigation 
itself  were  eomparaiirely  In  their  infanc* ;  Uwa 
and  piinciplea  aimed  against  oonopolr,  and 
adapted  to  secure  to  Bn^and  het  just  share  in 
thelgeaBtnloommcf  ccand  navigation  of  the  woiU, 
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onghl  la  be  uMd  by  Eagland  to  penMtnate  in 
hei  own  handcasystem  equally  as ezclnure,  and 
hi  moie  comprehensire.  Uun  that  which  she  was 
the  chief  agent  lo  aboliib. 

Oar  commeieiaL  ifstcm  i*  an  opeo  oae~-our 
poita  and  oui  a<»iiinerce  ara  free  to  ail— we 
neithu  posMw,  nor  deiire  to  ponets,  colonies; 
nor  do  we  object  thai  others  ihould  pMsesi  them, 
vnlesB  [herebf  the  general  eommetca  of  the  world 
be  10  abridged,  that  we  an  restrained  in  our  in- 
tercourse with  forei^  cooniries  waaLiof  our 
supplies,  and  funiisbiDg  in  ratnia,  those  whick 
we  itand  in  need  of. 

Bat,  it  is  not  to  the  colonial  system,  bat  lo  a 
new  principle,  which  ia  modern  tioiM,  has  been 
incorporated  viib  those  of  the  navigation  act, 
that  we  BOW  object.  According  to  tbi*  act, 
no  direct  trad*  or  iatercourw  can  bt  carried  on 
between  a  colony  and  a  foreign  eooalry ;  hot  bj 
tlie  free  port  bill,  passed  in  ihe  pitteDt  reign,  tfae 
English  contraband  trade,  whicn  bad  bc«a  long 

Enraoed,  in  violation  of  Spaaiih  laws,  between 
iKliah  and  Spanish  colonies,  was  unctiooed 
and  rejolated  by  an  English  act  of  Parliament ; 
and,  since  the  iDdependence  of  ibe  United  States, 
England  has  pasKd  laws,  opening  an  interoonne 
ana  trade  between  her  West  India  colonies  and 
ibe  United  States,  and,  excluding  the  ibippingof 
the  United  States,  baa  eonfiaed  the  same  to  Bn- 
gliib  ships  and  seamen ;  departing  by  Ibis  law 
not  only  from  the  principles  of  the  navigation 
act,  which  sbe  was  at  Hberl;  to  do,  by  opeaing  a 
direct  inietcourse  between  the  coloniM  ana  a 
foreign  country,  but  controlling,  which  she  had 
no  auifaority  to  do,  ibe  reciprocal  rights  of  the 
United  S(Btes  to  employ  their  own  veuels  to 
carry  it  on.* 

Colonies  being  parts  of  the  oaiion,  are  sulqect 
to  its  regulattaas  1  but,  when  so  intercourse  and 
trade  are  opened  between  cotooies  and  a  foreiga 
country,  the  foreign  couDiry  becomes  a  party,  and 
has  a  reciprocal  claiio  to  employ  iu  own  vessels 
equally  in  the  intercourse  and  trade  with  such 
colonies,  as  with  any  other  part  of  tbe  naiioa  to 
which  they  belong. 

QoTarnmenis  owe  it  to  the  ttusi  confided  to 
.  them,  carefully  to  watch  over,  and  by  all  suitable 
means  to  promote,  the  general  welfare;  and 
while,  on  account  of  a  small  or  doubtful  ineaB- 
Tenienoe,  ibey  will  uot  distnrb  a  beneficial  inter- 
course between  their  people  and  a  foreiga  couDiry, 
they  ought  not  to  omit  (he  interposition  of  their 
corrective  authority,  whenever  an  important  pub- 
lia  interest  is  ioTaded.  or  tbe  naiional  reputation 
afieoted.  "  It  is  good  not  to  try  eipcrimcwisin 
'  Stales,  unless  the  oecewiiy  be  uigent,  or  the 
'ntilily  evident;  and  well  to  beware,  thai  it  be 
'  thereformatiou  tbaidraweihon  tbechaoge.aad 

*  EngltBd  alme  eidnde*  our  vessds  and  seamen 
MM  the  trade  mned  between  her  West  India  celo- 
nh*  and  the  Uintad  Butes.  U  Mw  saw  trade  b- 
Mean  flie  If  nited  States  and  the  eoloates  ef  Praace, 


pannt  caulnM,  is^eathelv. 


'  not  the  deiite  of  change  that  |»eltndflth  the  rv 
'  formation." 

In  this  case,  the  iraportanoe  of  the  rcformaiioM 
is  seen  and  acknowledged  by  every  one,  aad  tba 
delay  that  has  occnrrM  in  the  making  trf  it  loay 
call  for  explanation. 

We  ate  unable  to  slate  with  aecuncy  tbe  ton* 
lage  and  seamen  employed  before  the  Revola> 
lion,  in  ihe  trade  between  the  tenil«ri«8  of  the 
United  Slates  aad  the  other  English  eoloniei^ 
but  it  is  known  to  have  been  a  principal  braBch 
of  Ihe  American  Dtvigatioo. 

Tbe  colonies  that  Enclaad  has  since  acquitad 
fiom  France.  Spain,  ana  Holland,  l«tciher  with 
the  increased  popalation  of  the  old  coloiries,  re- 
quire more  ships  and  aeamea  to  he  es^ycd  in 
the  trade  now  than  wet«  eocaged  in  it  befbi«  the 
independence  of  tbe  United  Siaica. 

Witbout  reference  to  the  tonnage  and  trade  be- 
tween the  United  Statea  and  the  Bagliab  Went 
India  colonies,  during  tbe  late  wars  betwoan  Bof- 
laod  and  France,  which,  by  reason  of  tbe  Mspea- 
aion  of  the  English  navigation  act,  bb4  tbe  nan- 
traliiy  of  Ihe  United  Slatae,  wiU  ^i»rd  no  sund- 
ard  by  which  tbe  tonnage  and  trade  of  peace  can 
be  ascertained,  the  present  casl9i»-hoaaa  retwns 
are  the  best  Uocttmenu  thai  we  can  oonaalt  upon 
ihis  subject.  According  to  a  late  rapoti  from  the 
Department  of  the  Treaaury,  ihe  toanage  em- 
ployed io  this  uade  daring  the  year  181ft,  which 
may  t«  taken  aa  an  average,  amounted  to  one 
hundred  and  two  ihousand  tons,  reqairios  be- 
tween five  and  six  thousand  seamra.  Then 
may  be  tome  error  iu  this  return,  though  we  an 
not  able  to  detect  it;  tbe  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance of  Ihe  shipping  and  seaaaen  eogagedia 
ibis  trade,  will  be  more  taadity  nndentood  by 
compariboo  than  otherwise^  The  tonnage  thai 
employed  exceeds  the  whole  tonnage  em|day«d 
by  tbe  EB|lish  East  India  Company  ia  its  tiute 
with  Asia;  is  nearly  tmoiety  of  tbcAmerioanud 
English  tonnage  employed  between  tbe  United 
Stales  and  England,  and  her  pnswaiinns  in  Ev 
rope;  is  equal  loifaeAmerianntonnageemployed 
between  ibe  United  States  and  Eofland,  nad 
IS  almost  an  eighth  part  of  tbe  whole  registaisd 
tonnage  of  tbe  United  Slates, 

To  the  loss  of  pcofiis,  which  would  acciot  fmm 
aa  equal  pariicipatioo  in  this  trade,  may  ba  added 
the  loss  of  an  equal  share  of  the  ftwigbia  made 
by  tbe  vessels  engaged  in  it ;  the  amoaat  whaeaf 
must  be  equal  to  two  millionaof  doUan,  nflaoaUy. 
Other  advantages  are  enjoyed  by  EagUnd,br 
the  possession  of  the  exclusive  aavigaiiott  hm- 
tween  the  United  Sutes  and  it«  eoTeaiea,  and 
between  tjtrra  aod  EngiaDd.  Frtigbta  are  mada 
by  Eoglisli  vcBsets  between  England  aad  the  Unt- 
ied Stales,  between  them  aad  the  English  oolo- 
nies,  SH  well  as  between  thoae  eolonicB  and  Bn^ 
land.  English  voyages  are  thas  made  oa  the 
threti  sides  of  the  triangle,  while  those  oi  the 
Uaitid  Stales  are  cuofioed  to  one  aide  ef  it,  that 
between  the  Uoiiad  Stales  and  England. 

But  tbe  money  value  of  this  great  portion  of 
out  navigaiiao,  olaimed  and  hitherto  enjoy^  by 
BngianJ,  aJtbongh  an  nli!Je«i  ibat  dtservM  the 
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Senates  We  maBt  Itani  witdon  from  past  limci 
and  while  the  experience  of  the  father  u  loo 
often  lost  oa  th«  eon,  this  oiifht  not  to  be  the  etas 
in  the  afiaira  of  aaiioiis,  which  lirio^  from  age 
to  age,  and  profitiDg  bf  long  experieiwe,  (hould 
iMcome  wiaei  a«  the;  grow  older.  The  present 
GonilitiiM  of  naiioDs,  and  eapeciallf  that  of  the 
inhabitaDls  of  oar  own  continent,  merlta  oar 
watchful  alleniion,  and  admoniili  ub  to  cberiih 
onr  natioBal  resoorcea,  and  aeaiosablr  to  derise, 
and  perHTeringlr  to  build  up,  ihoM  eetablish- 
menis,  that  oui  preaent  aafely  demanda,  and 
which  may  be  eommensuraie  with  our  future 
desiiny. 

Juitlce  and  aoderaiion,  which  w«  eoaftdemlr 
hope  may  pnaide  over  and  gtiide  our  pnblio  eonn- 
cils,  hare  not  beea  found  to  be  a  anfficient  armor 
for  the  defence  of  nationa.  "Wiadom,  in  the 
ancient  mythology,  waa  tepreseBled  as  armed, 
becaiM*  experience  had  prored  (hat  good  exam- 
ples and  ttoble  piecepia  fail  of  their  efficacv,  un- 
accompanied by  m  power  to  enforce  them."  To 
defend  onraelves,  our  honsea,  onr  hati>ora,  and 
our  comtnerce,  from  foreign  anrcaiion  and  tiq- 
lencoj  a  nary  ia  tcknowl^ged  to  be  oeeeasary. 
From  the  land  aide  we  ar«  safe— against  dmgers 
from  the  ocean,  n  nary  will  prove  to  be  oar  cheap, 
oar  sure,  and  moat  efficient  defence. 

Although  a  aabj«et  of  doubt  heretofore,  thii 
truth  is  DOW  ao  well  undoratood,  and  so  nniTer- 
aally  admitted,  that  it  would  b«  to  mispend  the 
tiras  of  the  Btaaia  toealu-  into  its  deTclonnant. 

An  effieiaat  nary  nerer  haa  exuted,  and  cannot 
exist,  without  a  couunerefnl  oiaiiBe;  and  the 
maritime  history  of  Enrope,  which  abonnda  with 
instruction  on  ihia  subject,  demonstrates  thia  po- 
litical irnth,  that  the  naval  power  <rfevery  naiioB 
isinpTOpottiontoiiaeommercialihrppiBg.  Hooty 
may  build  ahips,  bm  the  narifaiion  of  the  great 
ocean  onl^r  can  make  seamen,  and  It  ia  in  con- 
nexion with  ihia  view  of  the  sobjcot,  that  the  ex- 
dnaion  of  our  ahipping  and  senmeD  from  the 
aarigation  between  ih«  United  fitaici  and  the 
colonies  of  Sln{[laDd,  derirsails  chief  imporlanee. 

The  prosperity  and  aafety  of  astioni  are  pro- 
moted and  esiabUshed,  by  luiitntiona  early  sod 
wisely  ada^ed  to  theae  codii  A  nary  being  aooh 
an  instiiuion,  and  onr  uperieBce  having  pror«d 
its  imporianoe,  it  baa  become  the  duty  of  Goo- 
gresa  to  adopt  and  to  enforce  thoae  regnlatioBi 
tnat  ate  Bceesaarjr  to  its  efficient  eaUMiahmrat 
None  more  efficaeioni  can  be  devised,  than  aneh 
SB  encoBisge  and  inereaae  the  shipping  and  the 
jbariners  of  the  country,  and,  for  this  porpoae, 
exclude  thoaa  of  a  foreign  Power  from  a  pnoci- 
pal  hraneh  of  our  own  iMv^tioB ;  a  bnnob  that 
BOW  educates  and  holds  ready  for  servioe  in  the 
BBvy  of  Eagland,  and  which  would  educate  and 
hold  ready  for  service  in  our  own  Pfavy,  were 
the  United  Stales,  iosiead  of  tCngland,  in  the 
prosecaiion  (hereof,  a  body  of  several  ihouMod 


selves  off  from  those  aappUea  which  our  habits 


have  rendered  indispensable  1  Wilt  not  the  Eog- 
lish  colonial  matkela  for  supplies  bKherto  pur* 
ehased  amon^  us,  and  imported  to  (hem,  be  los^ 
and  shall  we  increase  onr  aavigation  by  adoptiog 
the  law  f 

The  documeati  that  have  been  eommnnicatcd 
to  the  Senate,  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Rela(ions,  (Mr.  BAaaona,)  EStiafac- 
lorily  prove  that  we  are  independent  of  the  Eng- 
lish colonies  for  s  supply  of  sugar  and  eoflee  far 
our  own  eoBBumplioa ;  our  anntiat  re-exportation 
of  these  articles  exceeding  the  qnanlily  of  them 
annually  imported  from  the  Kngjish  eolonies: 
and,  in  reelect  to  ram,  the  other  article  imported 
from  these  colonies,  its  exclusiou  will  be  ine  loss 
to  EngUnd  of  its  best  aod  almost  OBty  market! 
and  its  place  will  be  readily  supplied  by  olhei 
foreign  rum  and  b^  bnody ;  or^  which  is  mora 
probable,  fay  domcatic  spirits  distilled  from  grain. 

The  axporia  from  tne  United  States  to  tha 
English  West  India  colonies  have  been  estimated 
at  four  millions  of  dollars  anonally ;  the  probleiB 
has  been  diapated  ever  since  the  indepcDdence  of 
the  United  Statea.  and  still  remaias  to  be  solved, 
whether  these  colonies  could  obtain  ftoaa  any 
otberquerler  the  supplies  received  from  lbs  Unt* 
ted  States.  To  make  this  experiment  effectually, 
further  restrtctions  and  reKutations  may  beeoffla 
necessary,  which  it  is  not  now  deemed  expcdimt 
(o  propose.  If  the  qneation  be  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative, the  supplies  will  be  eontianed  from  the 
United  Slates,  and  oar  shipping  will  be  bene- 
fitted. 

If  the  articles  heretofora  supplied  from  thia 
eonntry  can  be  obtained  elsewhere,  we  maal  Ind 
out  odier  markcta  for  OBt  exports,  or  the  labor 
employed  in  preparing  them  mwt  be  ap^ied  to 
some  other  branch  of  iodustry.  We  osve  the 
power,  and  hereafter  it  may  become  our  poUey, 
as  it  ia  that  of  other  eounirisa,  to  reMrt  to  a  regih 
latioB,  the  sSoct  of  which  would  go  far  to  balanea 
any  dfaadvantan  ariaing  from  the  ioaa  9t  the 
Engliah  colonial  markets.  We  import  auBually 
upwards  of  hx  millions  of  galloai  of  West  India 
rum,  mora  than  half  of  which  comes  from  the 
Bngliah  etdonica;  we  also  import,  every  year, 
nearly  aeven  rallUoBa  of  gallons  of  molnssM :  b> 
ftrery  gallon  of  molasees  fields,  bv  distillation,  a 
gallon  of  mm ;  the  rum  imported,  added  to  ibat 
distilled  from  imported  molanea,  is  probably  equal 
to  twelve  mtUion  of  gallons,  which  enormon 
ouaniity  is  ehiefly  consumed  by  citizens  of  the 
United  Ststea. 

If  the  importation  of  ram  and  molasses,  for  die- 
tillsiioQ,  be  prohibited,  it  would  requtn  four  mil- 


liona  of  boahcls  of  grain  for  diatUlatioa  to  snpply 
an  equal  qnantity  of  ardeBt  spirits;  and,  in  tbfa 
way,  our  agrieultnre  would  be  iademniSed  for 


anj  loss  it  might  suffer  by  losing  the  English  col- 
onial BMrfcetK 

As  respects  the  timber  and  lumber  trade,  in- 
eluding  staves  aad  woods,  in  hll  the  forms  is 
which  wa  prepare  them  for  eiportaiion.  should 
no  foreign  markets  be  found  to  supply  those 
which,  by  the  imposition  of  high  duties,  we  have 
lost  in  Eagland,  aod  those  which,  by  tbe  pMslsf 
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of  Ibit  bill,  we  mtr  'c*'  >"  *-^^  Eiiglish  and  In- 
dia eolooiea,  tboae  who  are  eongeain  tb'n  pre- 
canoui  aod,  geaeralljr,  ill-paidaad  aaprofitaUe 
buiineES,  will  heresriet  confiae  iheir  supplin  to 
OUT  domestic  wants,  which  coosuotl]'  inereaie, 
and  to  the  foreiga  markets,  that  are  neither  af- 
fected by  Eogliaa  daiies,  nor  the  bill  before  as. 

The  timber  of  the  eouniry  is  beeoming  learce, 
and  more  and  more  an  object  of  pablie  eoocera. 
The  forests  opoQ  the  fronlier  of  the  ocean,  and 
on  the  great  iivera  leading  to  it,  are  nearlr  de- 
■troyed.  In  other  connirieB,  and  aren  in  Russia, 
the  improvident  waile  of  their  timber,  eipeciallf 
in  the  neighborhood  of  their  ^eat  iron  works,  " 
becoming  a  national '——"-"——— 


3' 


as  her  West  India  sapplies,  and  takes  in  return 
the  articles  wanted  in  these  colonies.  If  Bnglisb 
-ibippiiig  be  no  longer  employed  in  this  serrice, 
ma  the  articles  formerly  sent  to  these  coloniea 
ire  exported  to  other  markets,  or  the  snppliea  te- 
eeived  from  them  are  songht  for,  snd  imported 
the  United  Sutes  from  other  places,  the  ves* 
sels  of  the  United  States  will  be  employed  in 
this  lerriee,  and  so  the  naTigaiion  tuid  mariners 
of  ibe  country  will  be  eocoumged  and  inereased. 
It  will  be  found,  as  it  has  been  heretofore,  that 
iw  markets  will  be  discoTered,  as  well  to  pur- 
chase oar  luri^aiMs  as  to  supply  onr  wants,  should 
those  be  lost  with  which  we  have  formerly  had 


Masts,  spars,  pine  and  oak  limber,  fit  for  naral 
purposes,  and  for  the  nomerous  uses  for  which 
timoer  and  wood  are  wanted,  were  far  more  abnn- 
dant,  and  of  better  qnaliiy  formerly,  and  within 
tbe  memory  of  men  now  living,  than  they  are  at 
the  present  day  ;  and  a  little  more  care  and  eco- 
nomy in  the  use  of  oar  timber  even  now,  will 
confer  an  important  benefit  on  posterity.  The 
probability,  however,  is  that,  as  respects  our  valu- 
able timber,  we  shall  not  want  foreign  markets 
for  ell  we  bare  to  spare. 

As  a  general  rule  it  is  correct,  that  erny  petaon 
•hoald  be  free  to  follow  the  business  he  may  pre- 
fer; since,  by  the  freedom,  snneitr.  and  enter< 
prise  of  individuals,  the  general  welfare  ia  oom- 
monly  promoted.  There  are,  howerei,  eicepiions 
to  this  principle ;  and,  as  general  inles  affect  on- 

anally  individual  concerns,  and  measures  adopu 
for  tbe  common  welfare  may  sometimes  inter- 
ftra  with  private  pursnita,  from  the  nature  and 
end  of  society,  tbe  latter  must  give  way  for  and 
yield  to  the  former;  and  In  this  case  the  general 
welfare,  and  the  interest  that  all  have  in  the  eo- 
coumgement  and  protection  of  tbe  shipping  and 
aeamen  of  the  eoonlrr,  take  precedence  over  the 
privBie  and  individoai  interests  of  penonsj  whose 
occupations  may  thereby  be  somewhat  affected. 

Touching  the  last  point,  whether  we  shall  in- 
crease our  own  navintionnnd  seamen  brpBsung 
the  bill,  it  may  be  obsetred :  If  Bngtand  meet  us 
in  the  temper  that  we  hope  she  may  do,  and  enter 
into  a  reciprocally  beneficial  arrangement  con- 
cerning tbe  oavif^iion  of  tbe  two  countries,  onr 
shipping  will  acquire  thereby  a  portion  of  the 
carrying  trade  now  ezclustrely  pcosessed  by 
England.  If  she  persist  in  ber  exelnsive  system, 
and  thus  compel  us  to  meet  restriction  by  restric- 
tion, we  shall  not  be  losers  by  this  course,  hot 
■hall  ultimately  be  gaiaera.  Aecording  to  the 
English  navigation  act,  as  well  as  the  act  of  Par- 
liament, that  departs  from  it,  and  opens  an  inter- 
course  between  the  English  colonies  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  we  are  excluded  from  any  shire  in  the 
navigaiion  between  these  colonies  and  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  No  notice  ii  taken  of  the  occasional 
relaxation  of  tbe  latter  act,  because,  by  the  double 
eompetition  created  by  ihe  Americans  them- 
selves, as  sellers  and  buyers  in  tbe  English  colo- 
nies, Ihe  intercourse  is  probaUy  disadvantageous, 
mtber  than  beneficial  to  us.  According  to  tbe 
permanent  law,  English  shipping  only  brings  to 


But  why  has  n  measure  of  this  importance  been 
I  long  deferred?  The  explanation  which  this 
question  requires  cannot  be  made  with  on  I  aoatt 
reference  to  the  history  of  our  communieationa 
with  England  since  tbe  peace  of  1783,  es  well  as 
to  the  views  and  policy  of  men  and  partiea  that 
have  in  succession  influenced  onr  public  affairs. 


withstanding  the  acknowledgment  o 
pendence,  neitber  trade  nor  intercourse  could  be 
carried  on  between  the  United  States  and  her  do- 
minions, it  became  necessarv  after  the  treaty  of 
peace  to  pass  some  act  whereby  this  trade  and 
intercODrse  might  be  prosecnted,  a  bill  for  this 
porpoae  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  tbe  Administration  which  concluded  tbe 
treaty  of  peace  with  tbe  United  Stales.  The  gen- 
eral scope  and  provisions  of  the  bill  correspond 
with  the  liberal  principles  wbich  were  manifested 
in  Ihe  treaty  of  peace.  They  plainly  show  that  tbe 
authors  of  this  bill  understood  that  Ihe  true  basis 
of  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  naiioas  is 
reciprocity  of  benefit;  a  foundation  on  which 
alone  the  friendly  intercourse  between  men  and 
nations  can  be  permanently  eslaUished.  Tbe 
preamble  of  this  hilt  declares  "  that  it  was  highly 
expedient  that  the  intercourse  between  Oreat 
Britain  and  the  United  Stales  should  be  estab- 
lished on  the  most  enlarged  piinciples  of  recipro- 
cal benefit  to  bpth  countries;"  and  as,  from  the 
distance  between  them,  it  would  be  a  considerable 
time  before  a  treaty  of  commerce,  placing  their 
trade  and  intercourse  on  a  permanent  foundalion, 
could  be  concluded,  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
temporary  regulation  thereof,  provided,  that 
American  vessels  shonld  be  admitted  into  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain,  as  those  of  other  indepen- 
dent Stales,  and  that  their  cargoes  should  be  liable 
to  the  same  duties  only  as  the  same  merchanclise 
would  be  Bobject  to  if  the  same  were  the  property 
of  British  subjects,  and  imported  in  British  ves- 
sels; and,  further,  that  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  should  be  admitted  into  the  English  plan- 
tations and  colonies  in  America,  with  any  article$ 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
and  with  liberty  to  export  from  such  colonies  and 
plantations  to  the  United  States  any  merchandise 
whatsoever,  subject  to  tbe  same  duties  only  ai  if 
the  properly  of  British  subjects,  and  imparted  or 
exported  in  British  vessels;  allowing,  also,  tht 
same   bounties,  drawbacks,  and  exemptions,  on 
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«wdi  expoKed  from  Gnkt  Brinin  to  tha  Uaited 
Buiesin  AmericKD  vessels,  u  on  (be  like  expor- 
taiioDi  in  British  Teuets  to  the  EogliEh  colooiea 
and  plants  (ions. 

The  penoDs  benefltted  bf  the  Eogllsh  ezcln- 
siTCsyBinn  of  trade  aod  naTigation  were  put  ia 
notloD  by  tkia  bill,  whicb  was  earaeitly  opposed, 
and,  after  a  rarielp  of  discOMion,  postponed  or 
rcjictftd.  Aboat  ibis  period  Mr,  Pitt,  wbo  had 
iDpporied  this  IhH  in  ibe  Hoase  of  Commona,  re- 
signed bi»  office  of  Chaaecllor  of  the  Bxcbeqner, 
u  bia  colleuues  in  Lord  Sbelburne'c  admiaiatra- 
tioD  had  before  done.  The  coalition  adraiaittra- 
tioD  that  sneeeeded  iDtrodaeed  a  new  bill,  whicb 
beeame  a  law,  resting  in  the  King  and  CoUDcil 
aoihoritf  to  make  sncb  temporary  regulations  of 
the  Amctioan  navigaiioa  and  trade  as  shoald  be 
deemed  expedtent. 

Snodry  Ordera  in  Coancit  were  accordingly 
made,  whereby  a  trade  and  intereoarae  in  Ameri- 
can and  Ecgliah  vesaeh  betweeo  the  United 
States  and  Oreat  Britain  were  allowed;  and, 
with  the  exeeptioQ  of  fish  oil,  and  one  or  two 
other  artioles,  the  produce  of  the  United  States, 
imported  into  Qrtat  Britain,  was  admitted  freely, 
or  sabject  to  the  duties  payable  on  tbe  like  arti- 
cles imported  in  English  Teaaels  from  the  Ameri- 
can colonial. 

An  inlereourseanda  trade  inennmerated  articles 
were  also  opened  between  the  United  States  and 


the  Bnglish  West  India  colonies,  bat  with  a 


n 


Engiu  ^ 

,  (the  principle  whereof  is  still  nuiniained 
against  ns,)  whereby  Amehcan  ressets  were  ex- 
cladcd,  and  the  whole  trade  eonfloed  to  English 

After  a  periodical  renewal  of  these  orders  for 
sereTBl  yeart,  tbe  regulatione  tbai  they  contained 
were  adopted  by,  and  beeame  an  act  of.  Parlia- 
ment. This  act  was  afterwards  modined,  and 
rendered  conformable  to  tbe  proTisioa  of  Mr. 
Jay's  treaty,  the  commercial  articles  of  which 
expired  in  tbe  year  1803— not  long  after  whicb 
date  England  passed  a  new  act  of  Parliament 
conceroing  tbe  American  aarif^tion  and  trade. 
This  act  maintains  tbe  exclusion  of  American 
Teasels  from  the  iniercoarse  between  the  United 
Stales  and  tbe  English  colonies,  sod  confines  Ibe 
same,  a*  former  acts  and  Orders  in  Council  had 
done,  to  English  vesaelBj  tt  repealed  the  settle- 
ment of  duties  pnrsuani  to  Mr.  Jay's  treaty;  and. 
giring  up  the  policy  of  the  enlarged  and  libenu 
system  of  intercourse  which  had  been  proposed 
in  Mr.  Pitt's  bill,  it  repealed  snch  parts  of  all 
former  acts  and  orders  as  admitted  the  produc- 
tions of  tbe  Uoiied  States,  either  freely,  or, on  pay- 
ing tbe  same  duties  only  as  were  payable  on  the 
like  articles  imported  from  the  English  colonies 
and  plantatioDE ;  and  placed  all  articles  the  pro- 
duce of  the  United  Slates,  imported  in  American 
vessels,  on  ibe  same  footing  as  the  like  aiticles 
imported  In  foreign  ships  from  other  foreign 
countries.  Tbis  new  footing  of  out  trade  with 
England,  the  imponeDce  whereof  ia  well  under- 
stood by  thoae  wbo  are  engaged  in  supplying  her 
markets  with  masts,  apars,  limber,  nnrai  stores, 
and  pot  and  pearl  ashas,  may  be  regarded  as  de- 


claiTC  evidence  of  a  complete  change  of  policy 
concerning  the  American  trade  and  intercourse — 
whicb,  however  unsaiiifBctory,  as  respected  tbe 
colonial  trade,  has  become  mote  so  by  the  fore- 
g  provision  of  this  act  of  Parliament. 
ie})olicy  that  manifested  itself  in  the  treaty 
of  our  independence,  and  which  is  aeen  in  tbe 
bill  to  regulate  the  trade  and  iolercourse  between 
England  and  the  United  States,  prepared  by  the 
Administration  that  made  the  Treaty  of  Peaea, 
was  to  unite  in  a  firm  bond  of  friendship,  by  tbe 
esiablishment  of  trade  and  intercourse  on  tbe 
solid  basis  of  reciprocal  benefit,  a  people  politi- 
cally separate,  living  under  difi'erentgqvernmenis,. 
bni,  having  a  eommoo  origin,  a  common  lan- 
gtiage,  a  common  taw,  and  kindred  blood  ;  circnm' 
stances  so  peculiar,  as  not  to  be  found  betweei» 
any  other  naiion.  Instead  of  ibis  policy,  one  of 
a  different  sort  is  preferred — one  that  England 
has  a  right  to  prefer ;  and  against  the  many  evil* 
of  which,  we  must  protect  ourselves  aa  well  sa 
we  are  able  to  do.  The  intricate,  countemiling, 
and  peiplexins  code  of  commercial  iniercoune, 
founded  in  jealoaay,  and  Ibe  rival  establishment* 
and  puriuila  of  tbe  Power*  of  Eurc^e  bordering 
upon,  and  constantly  interferiog  with,  each  oUter, 
has  been  adopted  and  applied  to  the  United  State* 
—a  people,  agrieollural  more  than  manufactnr- 
ing  OT  commercial,  placed  in  another  quarter  of 
the  globe,  cultivating,  and  proposing  to  olher*. 
an  open  system  of  trade  and  miercoune;  and 
herein,  as  in  many  olher  important  discrimtni- 
tions,  differing  from  tbe  nationa  of  Bnrope,  aitd 
therefore  not  fit  subjects  to  which  these  restrio- 

re  and  jealous  regulations  are  applicable. 

Our  policy  i^  and  ever  has  been,  a  different 
one.  We  desire  peace  with  all  nations;  and  tbe 
wars  of  maritime  Europe  have  taught  us  thai  ■ 
free  system  of  trade  aod  Intercourse  would  be 
the  best  means  of  preserving  it. 

With  tbete  principles  as  our  guide,  at  the  ne- 
gotiation of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  17B3,  out 
"inisiere  were  auiharized  to  conclude  a  treaty 

commerce  with  England  on  this  basis ;  but  no 
treaty  was  concluded.  Afterwards,  and  when  a 
temporary  trade  and  intercourse  were  opened  by 
England,  looking,  as  we  supposed,  to  a  treaty  of 
Commerce,  Congress  instructed  Messrs.  Adams, 
Franklin,  and  Jefferson,  to  renew  tbe  overlura 
of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  which  was  done 
thtougb  the  Eaglish  Ambassador  at  Paris,  in  the 
year  1784  j  but  no  correspondent  disposition  being 
shown  by  England,  ibis  second  overture  failed. 

Tbe  interest  and  prejudice  of  those  wbo  were 
benefiiied  bv  the  monopolies  and  excluaive  ayt- 
lem  of  England,  were  opposed  to  any  treaty  witb  ' 
this  couotiy,  on  the  pnneiple  of  reciprocal  ad- 
vantage. The  political  writers  of  that  day,  under 
the  influence  ot  these  partial  views,  or  not  suffi- 
ciently appreciating  the  true  theory  of  commerce, 
contended  that  it  would  be  follr  to  enter  into  en- 
gagements by  which  Englano  might  not  Wish 
to  be  bound  in  fuiure;  that  such  engagcmenta 
would  be  gratuitous;  as,  according  to  their  ioter- 
prelation.  Congress  possessed  no  power,  under 
the  confederation,  to  enforce  any  siipulaiion  into 
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which  ihiy  might  eater;  ihtt  oo  treaty  ihm 
■could  be  made  would  suii  all  the  States;  if  any 
were  necessary,  ihey  should  be  made  with  the 
Stales  separately;  but  that  DODe  was  Deeesaary ; 
■od  ibose  who  talked  of  liberalitjr  and  recipro- 
city in  cDminercial  affairs,  were  eiiiiei  without 
argumsDl  or  kuowledge ;  thai  the  object  of  Kag- 
land  was,  not  teciprocity  and  liberality,  but  to 
nife  as  maoy  sailois  aud  as  much  shipping  as 

This  unequal  foatiag  of  our  foreign  commerce, 
and  the  lauguaae  made  use  of  by  EugLaod  at  this 
juncture,  served  stiU  more  to  increase  ibe  pablic 
discontent;  especially  as  it  was  plainly  avowed 
that  England  ought  to  render  the  trade  with  us 
as  excluijirely  adVaaiageoui  to  heraelf  u  ber 
power  would  enable  bet  to  do.  Congress  having 
BO  power,  under  the  Confederation,  lo  impose 
counter  railing  and  other  correctire  regalaOoiM 
of  trade,  the  States  separately  attempted  to  es- 
tablish regulations  upon  this  aubjeet.  But,  as  a 
part  only  of  the  Slates  joined  in  ibis  measure, 
and  as  ine  laws  that  were  passed  for  this  purpose 
di&red  from  each  other,  the  experiment  cgm- 
jdelety  failed. 

In  this  condition  of  our  navigation  and  trade, 
subject  to  foreign  restrictions  and  exelusioQ,  with- 
oni  a  power  at  home  to  coontervail  and  check 
the  same.  Congress  resolved  to  make  another 
efibrt  lo  conclude  a  commercial  treaty  with  £ai(- 
land.  For  this  purpose  Mi.  Adams,  since  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  appointed,  and 
veut  to  England.  Mr.  Adams  resided  in  Eng- 
land for  several  years;  but  found  and  left  tlie 
Oovernment  unchanged,  and  equally  as  hefi>«e 
dlsinelined  to  make  with  ns  a  treaty  of  com- 

This  further  disappoinimant,  with  the  depreci- 
ating condition  of  oar  DBVigaiion  and  trade, 
joined  to  theembarrassmeDt  of  ilie  public  finances, 

S reduced  wbat  no  inferior  preuure  could  hare 
ooet  it  produced  the  General  Cunvention  (^1787, 
that  formed  liie  Constitution  of  the  United  State*. 
Had  England  enmed  into  a  liberal  treaty  of 
commejce  with  the  United  Suies,  this  eMtvea- 
lioQ  would  not  have  been  assembled.  Without 
ao  iniendiug  it,  the  adherence  of  England  to  her 
unequal  and  exclusive  system  of  trade  and  navi- 

Stion,  gave  to  this  country  a  Conatitution ;  and 
i  couatervailing  and  equalising  bill  now  before 
the  Senate^  arising  from  the  same  cause,  may  as- 
aist  ns  in  establishiiw  and  extending  ibeae  great 
branches  of  national  wealth  and  power,  which 
we  bBTG  such  constant  and  urgent  motives  to 
encourage. 

The  establishment  of  the  ConEiLtutioa  of  the 
Voiled  Slates  was  coeval  with  the  ci 

mentof  theFr«ich  Revoloiion.    The      _ 

the  QenenI  CoaTcniioa  at  Philadelphia,  and  of 
the  Assembly  of  Notables  at  Paris,  were  in  the 
same  year. 

Laws  were  passed  by  the  first  Congress  assem- 
Ued  under  the  new  Constitution,  partially  to  cor- 
rect the  inequality  of  our  navigation  and  trade 

■  EheffieU,  Chalmers,  and  Kaoi. 


with  fore^tn  nation  ;  and  a  small  ilisciimiBauon 
in  duties  of  impost  and  tonaage  was  made  fot 
this  purpose . 

Afterwards,  in  the  year  17&4,  a  number  of  re- 
aoiutions  on  the  subject  of  navigatioa  and  trade 
were  moved  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  bj 
a  distinguished  member  of  that  body.  These 
resolmioBB  had  a  special  reference  to  the  refassl 
of  England  to  enter  into  an  equal  commercial 
treaty  with  us,  aimed  at  countervailing  her  ez- 
elusive  system.  Other  and  more  direct  resolu- 
tions, bearing  on  England,  were  also  proposed  by 
other  memben,  and  referred  (o  the  incxccution  of 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  to  the  recent  capture* 
of  Amerjcaii  vesaels,  by  Eagtish  crtiisers,  in  the 


The  policy  of  these  reaolutioni  was  doubted; 
they  were  therefore  strenuously  oppoMd.  au]  the 
extraordinary  mission  of  Mr.  Jay  to£ogland  sus- 
pended their  further  discussion. 

The  French  Revolution  had  by  this  time  be- 
come the  subject  of  universal  attention.  W&rhad 
brokijo  out  between  France  and  Eagland.  The 
avowed  policy  of  our  own  Government  to  avoid 
war,  and  to  adhere  to  a  aysten  of  neutrality,  w«a 
much  questioned  ;  Bad  lor  a  time  it  was  matter 
of  great  uncertainty  whether  the  country  would 
support  the  neutrality  recommended  by  the  Pres- 

Tbc  usiversal  dissatisfaction,  on  account  of 
the  commercial  system  of  Enfiland,  the  inexeeu- 
lion  of  the  articles  of  peace,  the  numerous  cap- 
tures by  orders  of  the  French  Govern  meat,  of  out 
Tenets,  employed  in  a  trade  strictly  neutral,  com- 
bined with  our  friendly  recollections  of  tbe  sei^ 
vices  of  France,  and  our  good  wishes  in  favor  of 
the  efibrt  she  professed  to  be  making  lo  establish 
a  free  consiitution,  coDSiiluted  a  crisis  most  diffip 
cult  and  important. 

it  was  in  these  circumstances,  that  President 
Washikgtoh  nominated  Mr.  Jay  as  Envoy  lo 
England.  The  Senate  confirmed  the  oomina lion, 
and  the  immediate  effect  waa,  the  saiptnsion  or 
the  further  diseusston  of  the  important  reuiUiciftDa 
before  the  House  of  Representalivea. 

England  seems  never  to  have  duly  appreciated 
the  true  character  and  importance  of  thu  extca- 
ordinarv  measure.  France  well  undersiood  and 
resented  it.  Mr-  Jay  was  received  with  cJTiliiy, 
and  concluded  a  trealjr  with  England  on  all  the 
points  of  hU  instructions.  When  puUiabe^  it 
met  with  great  opposition.  The  arttcle  reapeet- 
tbe  West  India  trade,  bad  beea  excluded  from 
the  treaty  by  tbe  Senate,  by  leaaon  of  the  inad- 
missible conditjoD  or  proviso  that  was  coupled  ' 
with  it — with  thia  exception,  it  was  fioaUy  rati- 
fied by  the  President. 

Although  the  treaty  did  not  cotna  tip  to  the 
cxpaciatioD  of  all,  in  addition  to  the  satisfac- 
tory arrangements,  concerning  English  debts,  tbe 
unlawful  capture  and  condemnation  of  oor  ves- 
sels, and  the  delivery  of  the  ports,  points  of  very 
great  importance,  it  contained  articles  rq[ula(ing 
tbe  trade,  navigation,  and  maritime  rights  of  the 
two  countries.  Nu  treaty  that  could  have  been 
made  with  England  would,  in  the  highly  excited 
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tempn  of  the  oouatijr,  hare  auiifi«d  iu  But,  lo 
those  whose  object  it  w»*  lo  prerent  llie  couaijy 
from  taking  urt  ia  the  war  between  F»Dce  and 
EnglAod,aDa  to  prevail  upoa  it  lo  adhere  to  a 
ayatem  of  impailwl  neutrality  j  who,  moreorer, 
believed,  that  the  Mreiy.aJid  eretk  liberties  of  the 
countiy  were  conceraed  io  ihe  atlopiioa  of  thii 
couTu,  the  treaty  prored  a  welcome  auziliar v- 

It  niapended  the  further  agilaiioD  of  diffi- 
cult ajid  aner;  topics  of  coairorerey  with  Sag- 
landj  it  eoabbd  the  CtoTernmeot  to  peniic  in, 
and  10  maintaiD,  the  system  of  neutrality  which 
bad  been  reeoQimeDded  by  ibe  Father  of  bia 
Couniiy — a  poiiey,  the  correcuesa  and  benefits 
of  which,  whatever  may  have  been  the  disasrM- 
ment  of  opinion  among  the  public  meo  of  Uioac 
limec,  that  will  now  scarcely  be  doubted. 

Durinf  the  comianaace  ot  this  treaty,  further 
though  inefiectual  attempts  were  made  to  eatab- 
lish  a  satisfactory  intercouise  with  (he  English 
colonies  io  the  West  ladies,  and,  likewise,  to  place 
the  sub^t  of  impressmeat  on  a  mutually  safe 
and  equitable  footing. 

The  commercial  articles  of  this  treaty  expired 
in  1804,  DO  pioposal  having  been  made  to  renew 
tbem.  A  ubMquent  negoiiaiioa  toakplaee,  but 
Dotliiny  was  definitively  concluded.  The  Peace 
of  Amiens  wa*  of  short  duration.  Another  war 
took  place  between  Fraitce  and  Fo^landj  no 
matitime  treaty  existed  between  the  United  Slates 
and  Eoglaad ;  and  the  manner  in  which  England 
exercised  her  power  oD  the  ocean  j  the  great  in- 
terruption of  the  QHvigaiion  and  itade  of  neutral 
nations;  the  nmnereoe  captures  of  their  ships 
and  carsoes  under  the  retaliatory  decrees  and 
orders  of  France  and  England,  with  other  vexa- 
lioQs  occuttenc«>,  revived  the  former  angry  feel- 


This  war  was  closed  not  loagaftcr  the  conclu- 
sioo  of  the  genettl  peace  in  flliuopc  ;  and  tba 
Treaty  of  Qheoi  was  foUowed  by  a  nwagre  con- 
nwraiai  wnreiUMa,  aude  at  Loadoa,  and  Urn- 


eeope  of  tba  articles,  afibrd  aoy  erid< 
Kn^and  is  inclined  to  trsat  with  this  eonairy  on 
the  only  pviaciple  on  whieb  a  eoawcreial  treaty 
with  bet  can  be  desirable.  Her  deOMian  ok  fhis 
point  eeeua  to  be  bayoitd  aoaMioi^  as  ooi  Ittest 
communicauoni  iniorn  oaualhec  ancient  system 
will  not  be  ahaaged ;  and,  in  case  we  are  dissatis- 
fied with  its  operatioB,  that  England  has  no  ob- 
jection to  our  taking  any  such  measures  coacera- 
ing  the  same,  aa  we  may  deem  expedient — an  in- 
timation that  puts  an  end  to  farther  overtures  on 
our  parL  Such  ix  the  explanation  why  the  laea- 
sute  now  ptopoeed  has  been  so  long  deferred. 

Duiisg  the  Cotkfederation,  Congress  were  with- 
out power  to  adopt  it. 

The  treaty  coocluded  bf  Mr.  Jay,  io  1794,  the 
Klaxatioo  of  the  navigation  aud  colonial  laws, 
during  the  war  between  France  and  EnAlaad, 
~  d  tbeadraotagesderivedfromourneatrart     * 


iftiade 
while  this  war  con^naed,  rendered  the  measote 
iaexpedient  during  thu  poiod. 


And  the  expectation  ainee  entertained  that  a 
more  enlarged  aod  equal  treaty  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  applicable,  in  its  proviiions,  to  peace 
as  well  as  war,  might  be  substilaled  in  place  of 
the  present  commercial  conventioD,  has  hitherto 
eajpended  the  interference  of  Congress. 

This  expectalioQ  must  be  given  up;  England 
has  apprized  us  of  her  decision  to  adhere  to  her 
aocieoi  and  exclusive  system  of  trade  and  navi- 
gation, and  the  only  alternaiive  before  na,  is  lo 
submit  to  the  regulation  of  our  own  navigation 
bv  England,  or  to  inierpoie  the  authority  ^f  the 
Constitution  lo  countervail  the  same.  There  can 
be  no  hesitation  in  the  choice. 

The  bill  before  the  Senate,  is  in  nothing  un- 
friendly towards  England — it  is  merely  a  com- 
mercial regulation,io  which  we  are  even  invited  ; 
a  measure  strictly  of  self-defence,  and  intended 
to  protect  the  legitimate  resources  of  our  own 
country  from  being  any  longer  made  use  of,  not 
as  they  should  be,  for  our  benefit,  but  to  increase 
and  strengthen  the  resources  and  power  of  a  for- 

Tbe  time  is  propitious;  causes  that  formerly 
prevented  the  union  of  opiaions  in  favor  of  this 
measure  no  longer  exist;  the  Old  World  is  at 
peace;  and  each  nation  is  busily  employed  in  re- 
pairing the  waste  of  war,  by  cultivating  the  arl^ 
and  extending  the  blessings  of  peace — England 
has  come  out  of  the  most  portentous  war  that 
Europe  has  ever  suffered,  not  only  unbroken,  but 
with  increased  power. 

Her  agriculture,  manufactureij,  and  commerce. 
were  cherished;  were  withoai  interruption,  and 
io  creased,  while  those  of  neighboring  nations  were 

S ended,  interrupted,  or  destroyeo. 
M  cownies  and  dependent  territories,  have 


beaa  greatly  enlarged,  at  the  expense  of  her  en** 
mies;  aod  regions,  with  whieh  w»  and  others 
once  had  trade  and  ioiercourae,  having  fallen 


under  the  dominion  of  England,  are  now  closed 

We  have  no  other  questions  depending  with 
BaglBod, except  (hose  eoncerniag  impmameot  * 
aod  the  fisherias,t  and  their  settlement,  ean,  in  wo 
manner,  be  aSeeted  by  the  paagiog  of  this  act. 

■  Wkh  Ike  Bni^  laws  of  aUegnnoB  >nd  ioifcea^ 
~'  —  *'-''  — <  other  eeneeta  than  In  aampl  an 
i^pltoBtioD.    We  do  not  dM£«  dw 


WlMavar  ber  rights  may  be,  the7  shonld  tie  so  rued 
a*  not  to  hurt  oon.  This  is  a  precept  of  onivaraal 
JQstieo— a  recuktion  may  be  devised,  inat  If  not  per- 
fisct  in  ever7  caae,  wonld  ba  so  genaratty  correct,  that, 
asMidaiing  the  diAnd^  sf  Uw  Mt>>ct,  it  ought  lo  be 


fAa 


TAa  regania  IM  nsMata^  taoaa  oi  ta*  «»hi,  noi 
within  tka  Isnbnial  limits  af  any  nalioa.  an  &«•  ta 
all  aMninhe  have  net  renaiuiBad  their  rtghts;  those  oa 
the  coirts  and  bays  of  the  provuicea,  coaqaeted  in 
Atnarica,  from  Prance,  were  acquired  by  the  common 
nroid,  and  mingled  bkwd,  of  Americana  and  Bogliih- 
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England  it »  great  and  Itlgstriooa  nation,  hav- 
ing attained  to  this  pre-eminence  by  generons 
and  successful  efforts,  in  breakiag  doirn  Ibe  civil 
and  religious  bondage  of  former  ages.  Her  pa- 
triots, her  Ecliolars,  and  tier  statesmen,  hare 
adorned  her  liistorf,aad  offer  models  for  tne  imi- 
tation of  others. 

We  are  the  powerful  deseendanu  of  England, 
desiring  perpetaal  friendship,  and  the  uninter- 
rupted interchange  of  kind  offices  and  reciprocal 
benefits  with  her.  We  have  demonstrated,  in 
circnmstances  the  most  critical,  consiaot  and  per- 
severing evidence  of  this  disposition.  We  still 
desire  the  impartial  adjustment  of  oqt  mutual 
intercourse,  and  the  establishment  of  some  equi- 
table regulatioai,  by  which  our  personal  and 
maritime  rirhis  ma;  be  secure  from  arbitrary 
violation.  A  settlement  that,  instead  of  endless 
collision  and  dispute,  may  be  productive  of  con- 
cord, good  humor,  and  friendship :  and  it  depends 
on  England  whether  such  is  to  be  the  relation 
subsisting  between  us. 

If  (bis  bill  become  a  law,  it  must  be  followed 
up  by  ulterior  provisions,  if^  requisite,  to  giv«  to 
it  complete  effect.  Either  the  lotercourse  mtist 
be  reciprocally  beneficial,  or  it  must  not  be  suf- 
fered to  exist. 

Mr.  tdi-con  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill ;  utter 
which— 

The  question,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  was  taken,  and  determined 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  32,  nay  1,  as  follows: 

YiAS— Meura.  Barbour,  Barrill,  Ciittendan,  Dag- 

Stt,  Dickoiwn  FronicQtin,  Gaiilard,  Goldsbonmgh, 
orsaj.  Hunter,  Jahnson,  King,  Lacoek,  Lsaka,  Ma- 
eoD,  Monil,  Monow,  Nobis,  Otis,  Kobeits,  RogglM, 
Sanftid,  Smith,  Btokes,  Sbner,  Tiit,  Talbot,  Tajior, 
Tichenor,  Van  Bjke,  WilHain*  of  MiMiMippi,  and 
WitJiaou  of  TannMiBS. 
Nil — Mr.  Eppw- 

Satdhdat,  April  4. 
Mr.  Stobeh,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mili- 
tia, to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  respecting 
the  expediency  of  setting  apart  and  appropriating 
the  divideuds  which  shall  arise  from  the  shares 
held  by  the  Qgvernment  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  manufacture  of  arms  and  e^uijt- 
ments  for  a     ' 


(he  appropriation  contemplated   by  (he  resolu- 
tion ;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Btorer,  ihe  Committee  on 
the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resoluiion 
instructing  them  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  augmenting  the  pay  of  the  militia  when  called 


H  same  emjara,  wa,  with  then, 
had  a  eommon  light  to  these  fiaheiies ;  and,  in  du 
dhiilon  ^  tlw  empira,  England  confinned  ooi  title, 
without  condhiea  or  Umitation — a  titla  eqnallj  iirevo- 
eaUa  with  thoie  of  oat  boandariea,  or  ef  ooi  inda- 


—Lituigut 


uerogamus. 


le,  mtmmgve,  patenttm. 


into  ihe  aerviee  of  the  United  Slates,  were  dis- 
charged from  (he  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  DicKESBon,  from  the  joint  committee^  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  consideration  what  business 
IS  necessary  to  be  acted  upon  before  the  close  of 
the  present  session,  made  a  report,  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Ladook.  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aei  making  farther 
appropriations  for  the  coDstruetioD  of  the  Cum- 
berland road,"  reported  the  same  without amend- 


Pensi.     ,  

"An  act  antboriEing  John  Tavlor  to  b«  placed 
on  the  list  of  Nary  pensioners,"  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  (hereof,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Cbittenden,  from  the  Committee  oo  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  proride  for  the  publication  of  the  laurs 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendtneot;  which 
was  read;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  CniTTENDBit, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was' 
referred  (he  memorial  of  John  B.  Colvin,  respect- 
ing the  future  publication  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  also  (he  memorial  of  Jona- 
Ihaa  Elliot,  |>rayinK  the  patronage  of  Coogress  to 
the  publication  of  Domestic  Slate  Papers,  were 
discharj^d  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 
respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  aubmitted  by  Mr.  Kino,  on  the  3d  instant; 
and  the  same  having  been  amended,  was  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

Setoktd,  That  the  Secretai;  of  the  Treanuj  do 
report  to  the  Senate  the  mm  oftheftiiided  deblof  dte 
United  States,  bearing  an  tntereal  of  Beven,  aiz,  and 
three  per  cent;  distingnishing  the  amonnt  of  each 
that  has  been  paid  by  the  mbamiben  towards  the  cmp- 
i(al  of  Um  Bank  of  the  Unitsd  States;  diriinrDMluiig 
also  the  Muna  of  the  roapaolire  speaaa  of  ftutied  debt 
paid  on  account  of  t] 
bank ;  stating  the  mh 

sold  by  the  bank;  how  much  t  ,      

or  redeemed  by  the  linked  Stale*;  how  mn^  hat 
been  sold  without  the  United  States ;  and  haw  mnch 
is  now  held  hj  the  bank. 

The  amendmenls  (o  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Narcissus  Broutin,  and  others 


lor  t&e  re  net  01  narcissus  urouun,  and  others," 
having  been  reported  by  (he  commi((ee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  aet  coneeriiing  the  Terri- 
tory of  Alabama,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1816,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Francis  Henderson, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  BABBona  asked  and  obtained  leare  to 
bring  in  a  resolution,  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  edition  of  Statistical  Annals  proposed  to 
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I  retd,  and  pataed 
second  readiD^. 

The  bill  ooDcerniDg  DaTigslion  wks  read  a 
third  lime;  and  hRTtDg  bean  amended  bj  nnaiii- 
mous  oonKDt,  00  tbe  qneation,  "Shall  this  bill 
pass  T"  it  waa  determined  in  Che  affirmaiire — f  can 
31,  DaTs2,aBfolIom: 

Tbai — Men*.  Barbour,  Bnrrill,  Campbell,  Crit- 
tcndsn,  Daggett,  Dickenoa,  Fromenltn,  OailUrd, 
Qoldibonni^,  Honej,  Hunter,  Jobaten,  Sing,  Li- 
co«Jk,  Hbomi,  Moiril,  Momtw,  Noble,  Otji,  Rngglae, 
Suited,  Snilh,  Stoke*.  Storer,  Teit,  Talbot,  T*irlor, 
Tidinaor,  Van  Ttjkt,  William  of  KiMitdppi,  and 
WiUiami  of  Tinnaaeee. 

Nat>— Hean^  Gppea  and  Wikon. 

So  it  wu  Rttotved,  That  thia  bill  jmis,  and 
that  ihe  title  ibereof  be,  "Ad  act  coDcerniDg  nav- 
igBiioD." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CAUPnELL,  the  Committee 
on  Fioance,  to  whom  waa  rereircd  the  memorial 


praying  Che  lemiiiion  of  alf  doties  an  itereotype 
plates  already  imported,  and  ibat  Ihe^  be  jKr- 
mitted  to  Import  the  sacred  scriptures  la  foreign 
langnages,  free  of  duty  ;  and  also  the  memorial 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Uitiied  States,  praying  eertaio  ■mendmeaiB 
to  the  act  incorporating  aaid  bank, 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 
reipectiTely. 

The  Senate  reiamed,  as  In  Committee  o[  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  Ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  'Act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  agatost  the  United  States,  and  to 
repeal  ibe  acts  therein  described,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittea  on  Foreign  Relations ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Barhouh,  the  bill,  together  with  the  amead- 
mentt.  were  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
3arah  Dewees,  relict  and  widow  of  William 
Dewcea,  deceased,  and  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
lentaiires  of  tbe  laid  William  Dewees,"  was 
tead  Ihe  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Olaims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 
Qad  Wortbington,"  wa*  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  hill  to  repeal  part  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  Id  proride  for  snrTeylog  tbe  coaals  of  the 
United  Biaiei,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  Ibe  relief  of  Ihe 
houses  of  Thoaaas  and  John  Clifford,  Blisha 
Fisher  and  Company,  Thomas  Clifioid  and  Son, 
and  Thomas  Chffiird  of  Philadelphia,  aad  Charles 
Wirgman  of  Baltimore,"  was  read  Ihe  aecood 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Rodgers,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commtitee  of  Claims. 
The   bill,  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 


certain   friendly   Creek   Indians,  of  the  mixed 
hlood,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Tbe  Senate  resnmed  Ihe  consideration  of  tbe 
nendment  of  the  House  of  Represen  tat  ires  to 
e  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  proride  for  paying  to 
tbe  State  of  lodiaaa  three  per  cent,  of  the  net 
TOOceeds  arising  from  tbe  sales  of  tbe  United 
Slates  lands  within  the  same,-"  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Campbell  that  the  Senate  disagree  there- 
to, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22, 
nays  B,  ai  follows ; 

YiAs— Haurs.  Batboor,  Bnrrill,  Campbell,  Crit- 
tenden, Daggett,  Dtckerson,  Eppet,  Oaillard,  Oold>- 
borongb,  Johnson,  King,  Micon,  Morril,  Morrow, 
Otis,  Bmith,  Sl^es,  Storer,  Tail,  Tilbot,  WiUiaas  a 
Misi^n^Vi,  and  Wibun. 

Nats — Messrs.  Fromantin,  NoUe,  Bngilsa,  Ban- 
brd,  T^lor,  Tidnnor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williama  of 

Soil  was  Jfefolvnf,  Thai  the  Senate  disagree 
to  said  amendment. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideratton  of  Ihe  bill  to  increase 
tbe  compensation  of  oeriain  judges  of  the  coarta 
of  tbe  United  Slate* ;  and  the  further  coniidert- 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noblb,  Ibe  Committee  on 
PcDsioQs,  who  were  inatrneled  by  a  resolution  of 
tbe  Senate,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency   of 

Slasing  Adam  Crnm  on  tbe  pension  list,  were 
iscbarged  from  tbe  further  consideration  thereof. 
Mr.  UOKBOW,  tiom  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  General  Moses  Porter," 
reported  tbe  same,  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 
The  Senate  adjournvd  to  Monday  morning. 

MoHDAT,  April  6. 

Mr.  RonuTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  wat  referred  Ihe  bid,  entitled  "An  act 
for  Ibe  relief  of  Sarah  Dewees,  relict  and  widow 
of  William  Dewaes,  deeensed,  and  the  heirs  and 
legal  represeniatiirw  of  the  said  William  De- 
wees,  reporud  the  same  wiiboni  amendment. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  from  tbe  aanie  commiliee,  to 
whom  waa  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  ant  for 
the  relief  of  John  Rodfers,"  also  reported  it 
wiihont  amendment. 

Hr.  Fboxbrtw  presented  the  petition  of  Hia- 
eynth  Loclolte,  oi  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
praying  the  temissioo  of  the  dniiet  chawed  on 
the  plate  and  engravingG  imported  from  France, 
repreteniing  a  view  of  the  haliie  of  the  8th  of 
January,  1815,  in  defence  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SANroBD,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Mannfactnres,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  change  the  name  of 
the  district  of  Erie,  in  tbe  State  of  Ohio,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Rdmlbs  preaanted  the  petition  of  John 
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Prooki,  of  BelmoDt  coonty,  in  tb«  State  of 
Ohio,  pnying  the  icBiMion  of  eertiio  daiies  od 
hit  distillerr,  which  accrued  during  the  time  he 
was  unable  lo  use  it,  bb  iiated  in  the  petition  ; 
which  wBi  read,  and  referred  to  ibe  aame  com- 
miliee. 

Mr.  Van  Dtee,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions,  to  whom  wB(  referred  (he  petition  of  Smith 
F.  Sloeum,  of  Pawtmet,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island.  laade  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, ibal  ihe  tepcwt  of  the  petitioner  oufht  not 
to  be  graoied.  The  report  and  rcaolution  were 
read. 

Tlie  bill,  aathortzio^  (he  disposal  of  ccRats 
lots  of  paUie  ground  in  the  city  of  Naw  Or- 
leaiu  and  (own  of  Mobile,  wa*  read  Ibe  second 

The  Senate  temmed  the  eoniideratioa  of  the 
teport  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  lefeired  the  memorial  of  John  Hall,  praying 
that  Congress  may  pass  a  law  aaihorizing  (he 
allowance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  doubloons  ia 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts  ai  the  Nary  De- 
partment, which  he  states  to  hare  been  robbed 
from  him;  and  (he  resolution  hariog  been  amend- 
ed, by  striking  out  (he  word  "net,"  it  was  re* 
solved  that  the  prafer  of  the  |>ctjtioner  ought 
to  be  granted;  and  the  Conimi((ee  of  Claims 
were  inattucied  to  report  a  bill  aeeordinglr. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepiescntaliTes 
iafotmed  the  Senate  that  (he  House  have  useed 
a  hill,  eadded  "An  act  for  (he  relief  of  Major 
Loring  Austin,  aod  Gcoige  R.  WelUj^autL 
eatitled  "An  aot  for  the  relief  of  Major  QeQeral 
Jacob  Brown  j"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  catab- 


tish  a  port  of  entiy  and  delirary  at  Cape  Via- 
eent,  at  (he  fork  of  Lake  Oalaiio,  aad  the  head 
of  tne  river  St.  Lawrence ;"  and  also,  a  bill,  eatt- 


tied  "Ad  act  to  ab«di«h  (he  port  of  delivery 
labliibed  at  the  mouth  of  Blade's  Creek,  in  the 
Stale  of  rior(b  Carolina ;"  in  which  hill*  they 
teqnesi  the  eoBcnrrenee  ol  the  Senate.  They 
bare  also  passed  the  bill,  which  ohgiaated  in  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  dirceting  the  laanaer  of 
Mpoindng  ladian  agents,  aad  eoBlinaiog  the 
*Aat  f(w  establishing  iradiDg-hoaaea  with  the  lo- 
dian  Uibea,"  with  an  ameodmeat,  in  which  ibey 
nneat  the  concurreBce  of  (he  Senate. 


reqn 

The  Senate  pteeeeded  (•  eonaidar  the  aincnd- 
Bcnt  of  tba  Hotxe  «S  Representatives  to  the 
last  mentiODCd  bill ;  nod  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  A&ita. 

Tbe  fmu  bills  last  bongbl  mp  tor  eoneurrence 
weie  lead,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
■eadiag. 

TJte  bill,  eatitled  "An  aet  for  tke  relief  at 
Major  General  Jacob  Brown,"  was  read  the  mc- 
«tkd  time  b^  unanimoos  consent,  and  reJnred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claiaa. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of 
Uqor  Loring  Austin  and  Qeor^  R.  Wells," 
was  read  (1m  second  time  by  unanuDoos  consent, 
and  referred  (o  (be  same  commidee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  port  of 
entry  and  delivery  at  Cape  Viaetat,  at  (he  fork 
of  Lake  Onurio,  and  tbe  bead  of  the  river  Sl 


Lawrence,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  anani- 
mous  couseai,  end  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill,  eoUiled  "An  aet  to  abolish  the  port 
of  delivery  established  at  (he  moaifa  of  Slade's 
Creek,  in  (be  8ta[e  of  North  Carolina,"  was 
read  tne  second  time  by  unanimoiu  consent,  and 
referred  (o  ihe  las(  raentioned  committee. 

Agreeably  to  (be  order  of  the  day,  tbe  Senate 
resnmed,  as  in  C«nmi((ee  of  the  Whole,  the 
eonaideradon  of  the  bill  to  increase  theeonme^ 
■ation  of  certain  Judges  of  the  ComHs  of^ibt 
United  S(B(ea ;  and  Mr.  BAaioim  was  req«a(ed 
to  (eke  tlM  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FROMBirnii,  to  fill  the 
blank  in  line  6,  with  "five  thousand,"  being  the 
yearly  compeasatioa  lo  the  Chief  Jnaiice,  it  wu 
de(ermined  in  (he  afilrmative— yeas  35,  nays  4, 
as  follows : 

ViAs— Hcavi.  Barboor,  Buniil,  Dsoetti  Froaien- 
tin,  Gullud,  Ooldsboroafb,  Hoissr,  Hanter,  John- 
ion,  King,  Leake,  Hottow,  OtM,  BolMrts,  Rnnlea, 
Sanfind,  Stuiih,  Sttrius,  Sterer,  Tsit,  Tayke,  Tichewu, 
Van  Djke,  Williams  of  Miinaipp,  sad  Williams  «f 
Teonessee. 

Nats— Mesns.  Hacon,  HoiriV  Talbot,  and  WilMin. 


six  hundred,"  being  the  coatemplMed  eompensa- 
lion  to  the  judge  of  (he  district  of  Loaisiana,  it 
was  determined  in  tbe  negative~yeas  5,  nays 
37,  as  follows : 

Tais — Messrs.  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Johnson  Wil- 
liaxu  of  Miwiisifpi,  and  Williams  frf  Tmasesm 

Na»s  Messrs.  Birbear.BaniU,  Ca^belJ,  Dagget, 
Diokanon,  GoUsboioagh,  Honsj,  Honlar,  Kt^ 
Lacock,  Leaks,  Macon,  Menill.  Mmiow,  Otis,  Roharts, 
Kngglsa,  Santbrd,  Smith,  Stokes,  Stwer,  Tait,  Tal- 
bot, Tiyhtt,  Tichanoi,  Vsn  Dyke,  and  Wilson. 

The  coiapensa(i«ns  of  (he  judges  of  the  d» 
trieiB  of  Maasachnsetts,  of  the  two  distrJets  of 
New  York,  the  two  disirfcts  of  Pennsflvania,  tbe 
distrie(  of  Hnrylnnd,  of  Virginia,  of  Narlh  Caro- 
lina, of  South  Carolina,  of  Georgia,  of  Ken(ncky, 
and  of  Tennessee,  was  fixed  at  two  thousand  a 
Tear;  and  that  of  the  judges  of  the  di*(ri<ns  of 
Maine,  of  New  Bamptbire,  of  Rhode  Island,  of 
Connecticut,  of  Vermont,  of  New  Jersey,  of  Uel- 
awarr,  of  Ohio,  of  Indiana,  of  Mississippi,  aad 
the  lerriiotial  judges,  at  one  thousand  five  linn- 
dred  dollars  each,  all  to  nommence  in  July  next ; 
in  whieh  sb^w  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eit- 
grossed  for  a  third  resdiu. 

The  resolution  aathoruing  a  snlMcripiioB  for 
fire  hundred  copies  of  Statistical  Annals,  pro- 
posed to  be  published  by  Adam  8eyber(,  was 
read  tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  ooneist  of  five  members,  with  in- 
stnictions  to  inquire  also  into  the  propriety  of 
Bubsetibingior  the  work  of  Timothy  Pitkin;  aad 
Mesars.  BiRBotin,  Kino,  DaooETT,  Hcnrnn,  and 
DiOKSBBOM,  were  appointed  the  cammit(ee. 

Mr.  Cahpbbll,  from  ifae  Commiiiec  on  Fi- 
nance,  (o  whom  (he  sobjee(  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill,  to  suspend  for  a  limi(ed  time,  (he  sale  or 
forfailure  of  land*  for  failure  in  complt(ing  the 
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pafniMt  ibereoD ;  aad  the  bill  ma  md,  ind 
pused  to  tht  teeond  reading. 

Mr.  RoiBBTa,  from  ifae  Commiltee  orClaims, 
paranant  to  t9itnielU»i,  rqK>rted  m  bill  tor  the 
nltef  or  Jabn  Hall,  faite  a  la^ar  of  hmhidm  ;  lad 
tb«  bill  WBB  md,  and  paasod  to  the  weond 
reading. 

Tb«  Snaie  raramed  iIm  eooridcration  oT  ibe 
Tsport  of  lb«-  Covniitlee  on  Naral  Affain,  to 
wbom  wef«  refcmd  the  memofial  of  Deriaia 
oomiMiMiooed  M»tn  of  tbe  Nar^,  oudar  tbe 
lank  of  aonmaDdfrB,  and  tbe  mraiorial  of  eertain 
officwn  of  lb*  Uariae  Corpa  attached  to  ibe  Ha- 
diterraoeaD  tqoadtoa  of  date  the  ITth  Jianarr, 
1817}  aad  in  eoBcarmce  therewith,  the  Com- 
Mitt««  M  Narat  AffiiUa  ware  diaeharfed  from 
ib«  farther  eooaideration  tbereof. 

TDBflMT,  AptU  7. 
A  iiiea«a«  from  the  Houa  of  ReprcHiUirM 
informed  tCa  SMtate  thai  the  HoBia  bar*  paucd 
a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  far  tba  relief  of  John  Aa- 
derson  t"  a  bill,  eoiitlod  "An  au  to  eoabls  tbe 
people  of  the  lliiaoia  Tarittorf  to  form  a  oonati- 
tatioB  aad  Btaie  fOT«(BB0»t,Uld  for  tba  admia- 
aion  of  tnek  BnUa  into  iha  DaioB  on  aa  egnat 
footiag  with  the  original  Slate*  i"  a  bill,  eottilad 
"An  act  rcapaetinf  IM  otfaaintion  of  Ike  ArBjr. 
and  for  other  parpoaaa ;"  and  alM,  a  bill,  aatitled 
"Aa  act  for  the  ralirfof  Joha  Work,"  id  whJaii 
biUa  Iber  reqneat  the  coacaneaee  of  the  Bcaate. 
Tbe  foar  bilit  laai  BMatioaad  were  read,  and 
■ererallr  paMcd  to  theaeeood  raadins. 

The  bill,  eMitled  "An  ael  for  tbe  relief  of  Joba 
Aaderaeni,'  was  read  tbe  aacood  time,  by  nnaai- 
mooa  ooaaaal,  aad  raferrad  to  tbe  CoMHitteo  ot 
Claisa. 

The  bill,  eaiiilad  "An  aat  to  enable  the  paoete 
of  the  lUinoia  Tarrilorf  to  fom  a  BaaititaifoD 
and  Stale  goveraniaDt,  aad  for  the  admtaaioa  af 
■neh  State  into  the  Union  on  aa  equal  fbotiav 
with  the  orifinal  State*,"  waa  read  the  eeeoad 
tiae,  bjr  oiianiiaoua  ootwaai,  and.  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  oo  Public  Laodi. 

Tha  bill,  eniflled  "An  aet  reipeeiing  tbe  or- 
piaization  of  the  Armr,  aad  for  other  parpoaea," 
WM  Mad  tbe  aeoond  time,  bj  anaatmooe  eoa- 
aent,  and  rcfcrrod  to  the  Cmnmiltee  on  Mililarr 
Afiaii*. 

TheWU,«M^kd  "^a  aet  forth*  relief  of  Joba 
Work,"  mi  read  tbe  aecond  tlow,  b;  aaaoineoa 
eooHni,  aad  referred  to  tha  tame  eomaiittee. 

Mr.  LiACOCK  prtaaaivd  the  netitioB  of  Saeaoel 
Sauih,  attoraej  far  Etiaba  Allan,  aa  enifgn,  who 
aoiad  BB  wagoB-niaaier  to  a  bruade,  praying  ad- 
dittoaal  allewaaee  of  pay  thaiem  ;  and  tha  petl- 
tioa  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Commiltee  of 


r.  Tait,  from  tbe  C«mmittee  on  Naral  Af- 
lain,  to  wbota  was  referred  the  bill,  eatiilad  "An 
act  authoriziog  John  Taylor  to  be  placed  on  the 
Km  of  narr  panaioaen,"  reported  tbe  rime  with- 
out amend  meat- 
Mr,  WiLLiutB,  of  Tanaeaaae,  fton  tbe  Coca- 
■iHea  on  Mtlitarr  A&in,  to  whom 


the  amendmeat  of  the  Honie  of  Represeolatirea 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  directing  the  raaooer 
of  appoiotiag  Indiaa  ageou.  lad  coatiDuing  the 
aet  for  etlBbluhiDg  tradiag-tiauies  with  tbe  In* 
dian  tribes,"  reported  the  lame  without  amend- 

WbereapOD,  on  motioD  if  Hr.  Wai-iuis,  of 
Tenneaiee, 

JtMotved,  Thai  the  Senate  diaagree  to  the  aaid 
amendment,  and  ask  a  conference  on  tbe  diaa- 
greeingrotea  of  the  two  Honaei. 

Ur.  WiLuuia,  of  Tenneatee,  Mr.  1>acock,  and 
Mr.  TiTLOK,  were  appointed  the  managera  at 
the  uid  conference,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Honxow,  from  the  Committee  on  Fablic 
Landa,  to  whom  w»  referred  ibe  Ull,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreMOtativc* 
of  Qeorge  Peaiaon,"  reported  the  aame  without 
amendment. 

Hr.  MoBROW,  from  the  tame  committee,  to 
whom  wai  referred  the  amendmenta  of  tbe  Houie 
<^  Repreaeotaiirea  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  extend  tha  time  for  locating  Virgiaia  militarr 
land  warranii,  and  retarning  aarvejra  thereon  to 
the  General  Land  Office ;  and  for  deii^aiiny 
the  weitem  boandary  line  of  the  Virginia  mili- 
tary tract,"  reported  tbe  aane  withoat  amend* 
meat ;  and  the  Senate  eoncnrred  therein. 

Tbe  bill  fortheretief  of  John  Hall,  late  major 
of  marinee,  waa  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  anipend  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale 
or  forfeiture  of  laodt,  for  failore  in  completing 
thepayment  thereon,  was  read  the  leeond  iiac> 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  coDiideraiioa  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Mililih,  to  whom 
waa  referred  a  retolution  reipectiog  the  expe- 
diency of  setting  apart  and  approprialing  the  di* 
ridenda  which  shall  arise  from  the  sharea  held 
by  the  Oorernmenl  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  manufkciure  of  arms  and  egnitf 
menti  for  arming  and  eqaipping  the  whole  oody 
of  the  militia  of^tbe  United  Slates;  and,  on  mo- 
tion br  Hr.  Maook,  the  further  coiuideraiioa 
tfaereoi  was  poatpon«l  until  the  Srst  Monday  in 
Jaty  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tha 
report  of  the  Commiltee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  petition  of  Smith  P.  SlocQm,of 
Pawloxel,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  lalind;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
nntil  ttr-morrow. 

The  Senate  reaumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  tba 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  alter  and 
eatabiish  the  boundary  tine  between  tbe  State 
of  Misiiasippi  and  the  Alabama  Territory  >  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Lukb,  the  further  ccmsidera- 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday 
in  Jnly  next. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  eomnoisatian  of  cer* 
tain  judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  Slaiea,  wu 
reported  by  the  committee  oorrectfy  engrossed, 
and  tbe  blanks  having  been  filled,  on  the  question, 
"  Shall  this  bill  pass  T"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmatite— yeas  19,  nays  14,  as  followa  : 

Vau— Moara.  Sanonr,  Bnirill,  Campball,  Db|> 
gelt,   FiomentiB,   Otillaid,   OolUioiOBgti,  Honey, 
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Huntw,  JohniOD,  King,  Laike,  Otia,  Saolbid,  Smith, 
BuAtt,  Tait,  T«7loT,  md  Tan  Djke. 

Ni.T* — Heint.  Ciittenden,  DiokenoD,  Eppei,  La- 
cock,  Mbcoq,  Hoiril,  Honow,  Nobla,  Roberta,  Bng- 
glM,  8tonr,  Talbot,  l^iDuiiu  of  MiMladppi,  and 
WUion. 

So  It  WIS,  Rtaolved,  That  this  bill  pa»,  sod 
that  ibe  title  thereof  be,  "Ad  act  to  fix  the  com- 
MnsaiioD  of  eerlain  judges  of  the  eonrU  of  ibe 
Uoiled  Stiles." 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  ComiDittee  of  tbe 
Whole,  Ibe  coDiideraiion  of  ibe  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ssmoel  F.  Hooker ;  and  tbe  bill  having  faera 
amended,  the  Pbbbideht  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  tbe  amendmenu  being  agreed 
to,  the  lurther  cooEideratioa  thereof  was  post- 
pooed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ie  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  eoosideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  fizLDg  the  time  for  the  desI  meeting  of  Con- 
gress j"  and  tbe  further  confideiation  thereof 
WIS  postponed  to,  aad  made  the  order  of  the  da; 
for,  Tuesday  nexL 

The  Senate  resumed,  ai  in  Comtnittee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  paymeiil  of  eerlain  certifi- 
cates ;"  and  the  bill  oafing  been  amended  by 
striking  ooi  the  tbird  section,  the  Pbebidekt  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  sccordioglyi  and  the 
amendments  beiag  concurred  in,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  consideriiion  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Aqnila  Qilesj  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  tha  Pbebident  reported  it  to  tbe 
HoDse,  and  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time.  • 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  addi 
to  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  ^Utrea 
into  any  port  or  place  within  tbe  juriadiction  of 
the  United  States,  from  and  after  tbe  first  day  of 
Janoaty,  1800,"  and  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the 
same ;  and  tbe  funbet  consideratioo  tliereof  wa* 
poatponed  to,  ud  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
lo-morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
Anthony  Ciralier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim 
to  a  tract  of  landj  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  tbe  Pmbideht  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motioti  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe 
Cnited  States,  p  ray  in  k  certain  amendments  to  the 
act  incorporating  said  bank,  was  recommitted  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Finance. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbf  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Franclf  Henderson ;  and,  on  motion  by  hlr. 
WiLBOH,  tbe  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CommitUe  of  the 
Wholly  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 


act  to  proride  for  the  puUication  of  the  Laws  of 
tbe  United  States,  and  far  other  piirpoeeB,"  to* 

i ether  wiib  the  amendment  repotted  thereto  bv 
le  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  and,  the  amenil- 
ment  having  been  agreed  to,  tbe  further  consider' 
■lion  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  part 
of  tbe  let,  eniiiled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  survey- 
ing the  coasts  of  the  United  States;"  and,  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  PajisiDEitT  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  the  amendmeau 
being  ooncurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  be  eo- 
grosted,  and  read  a  tbird  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideiaiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''Aa 
iking  further  apptoprialioni  for  the  eoH' 
siruction  of  the  Cumberland  road ;"  and,  no  amend- 
having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbebidimt 
reported  it  lo  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

T^e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Qeneral  Moses  Porter,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  Comtnittee  on  Public  Lands ;  and,  the  amend* 
meniB  having  been  agreed  to,  the  PBiaiBGsT  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  amended  accord- 
ingly J  and,  the  ameodmeota  being  coacnrred  in. 
they  were  ordered  to  be  engrotaed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  aa  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  la  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Alt 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Sarah  Dewees,  relict  and 
widow  of  William  Dewees,  deceased,  and  the 
legal  representatives  of  the  said  William  De- 
wees;" and,  no  amendment  haviog  beea  made 
thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  tettdtng. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rodgers;"  and,  oo 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbbs- 
ideut  repotted  it  to  the  Hou»e,  and  it  passed  to  & 
third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsidenttioa  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  change  the  name  of  the  district  of  Erie,  m 
the  Slate  of  Ohio ;"  and,  no  amendmeat  having 
been  made  thereto,  the  Pbesidbkt  reported  it  to 
the  House,  and  it  passed  to,a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authnrizing 
the  disposal  of  certain  lota  of  ptiblic  groand  in  the 
city  Di  New  Orleans  and  (own  of  Mobile ;  and, 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PaaaiDBKr 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  tbe 
imeodmenta  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  wns  or- 
dered to  he  engrossed,  and  read  a  tbird  time. 

WEDHBeoiT,  April  8. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aqntia  Oiles  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  General  Mines  Porter,"  having 
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been  repofiod  hj  tbe  comnultw  cutntdj  •■- 
gTOBcd,  ttat  bill  WM  rwd  ■  lUrd  lime  u  amend- 


ed, and  mtMd. 

Tbebill,  eoDfirmia^  Aothonr  C*nl\ 


Peler  P«iit  in  ibeir  claim  lo  s  tract  of  laad,  wai 
read  a  ihiid  time)  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  lo  repeal  pan  of  the  aci,  entitled  "Ad 
act  to  prorida  for  satrejia^  the  eoaau  of  the 
Doited  Stale9,"insread  It  third  time,aad  pawed. 

The  bill  aothoriziDg  ihediapOMl  of  eertaiiklotE 
of  public  ground  in  tbe  ciif  of  New  Orieans  *nA 
town  of  Mobile,  was  road  a  third  time,  avd  passed. 

The  anKDdntent  to  Ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  pajmenl  of  certain  ceititcates," 
haviDg  been  reported  bf  the  committee  correct- 
ly engrocsed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  nnd  passed. 

The  bill,  eaiilled  "An  act  making  further  ap- 

EropriatioDS  for  the  construction  of  the  Cumber- 
lod  road,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed. 
Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sa- 
rah Dewee*,  relict  and  widow  of  William  De- 
wees,  deceased,  and  the  heirs  and  legal  represem- 
atires  of  the  said  William  DeweeV'  **■  read  a 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Rodgera,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill,  entiiUd  "An  act  to  change  the  name 
of  the  district  of  Erie,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  reaumed  the  oooiidentioD  of  the 
report  of  the  Cammittee  an  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  petiiion  of  Smiih  P.  Slocum,  of 
Pawtuxet,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island ;  and  the 
further  coBsideratioo  thereof  was  posiponed  until 
the  first  Monday  in  July  next. 

Mr.  RonRTB,from  the  Ck>mmi[iee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Major  Oeaeral  Brown,"  reported 
the  same  wiih  ameadroeDts ;  which  were  read. 

A  message  from  ihe House  of  Representatives 
informed  lEe  Senate  ihat  the  Honss  agree  lo  the 
conference  proposed  on  the  disagreeing  Totes  of 
rbe  two  Houses,  on  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Re  present!  tires  to  the  bill,  eatiiled  "An  act  lo 
direct  the  manner  of  appointing  Indian  agents, 
and  continuing  the  'Act  for  esiabliBbing  trading- 
houses  with  tbe  Ihdian  tribes,"  and  hare  afpoini* 
ed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 
They  have  passed  the  bill  which  originated  in  the 
Senabe,  entitled  "An  aoi  rcgntaliog  tbe  SiaS  of 
tha  Arnay,"  with  amendmeala;  in  which  they  re- 
<)ae*l  tbe  eoaoarrcac*  of  the  Senate.  They  hare 
alao  MMd  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  proiide  for 
enetiBf  additional  bnildinga  for  tbe  aoeommoda< 
doB  of  the  aerenl  £zeeuti*e  departaenu;" 
bill,  entiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tbomaa 
Miller  and  Stephen  Baker ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  rdief  of  Benjamin  Birdsall  and  Wil- 
liBD)  S.  Foster^  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ihe 
relief  of  Frederick  Brown  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  eoathine  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  ai 
relnliog  to  settlers  on  lands  of  the  United  States; 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Seth 
Sprague,  and  others  ;**  and  also  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  tne  public 


mildingi,  and  for  fnrnishing  tbe  Capitol  and 
President's  honse;"  in  which  bills  t bey  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  seren  bills  last  brought  up  for  concnrrenee 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  lo  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  addition 
to  "An  act  to  piohibii  tbe  introduction  of  slares 
into  any  port  or  place  within  tbe  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808,'*  and  to 
repeal  certain  parts  of  the  same;  and,  ibe  hill 
baring  been  amended,  the  further  consideration 
therei?  was  postponed  until  lo-moirow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  public  buildings,  and  for  furniihing 
tbe  Capitol  and  President's  house,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  by  uaanimoun  consenL  and  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  the  District  ofColambia. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  erect- 
ing additional  buildings  for  Ibe  accommodation 
of  the  several  Executive  departments,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Seth 
Sprague,  and  others,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Msnufaciures. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  relating  to  settlers  on 
lands  of  tbe  United  States,"  was  read  a  second 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Benjamin  Birdsall  and  William  S.  Foster;"  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Miller  and  Stephen  Baker  ,"  and  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  net  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brown," 
were  severally  read  Ihe  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Mr.  BABBOUB,from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  wDom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  tbe  pun- 
ishment of  certain  crimes  against  tbe  United 
States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  described," 
reported  the  same  with  amendments  j  which  were 
read. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee, 
tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments 
of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  regulating  the  Staff  of  the  Army," 
and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fur  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and  no 
further  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 


rvnoie,  laEconsiueraiiuui"  '"=  um,  cuw.icu    au 
act  10  provide  for  tbe  publication  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  oiher  purnoses;"  and 
the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on  motion   . 
the  Senate' a^ouined. 
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Tbubsday,  April  9. 

SiUDEL  W<  Dana,  from  the  State  of  CooDee- 
Ucnt,  look  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  moiioD  hj  Mr,  Babbodr,  it  was  anani- 
mously  agreed  to  eaitpend  the  third  rule  for  con- 
dactins  buiiacM  in  the  Senate,  as  it  respects  (he 
honoraole  Mr.  Daha,  to  wic  "Every  member 
whea  he  speaks  shall  address  the  Chair,  standing 
JD  his  place,  and  when  be  has  Gai^ibed  shall  sit 
down," 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cooai deration  of  the  bill^in  additioq 
to  "Ad  act  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slares 
into  anf  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  from  and  after  ihe  firBt  iaj  of 
Janaar;,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808,"  and  to 
repeal  ceriaiti  parts  of  the  same ;  Mr.  BABBoca 
was  requested  to  take  the  Chair,  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  Preiideat  resumed  the 
Chair,  and  it  was  reported  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly ;  and  the  amendments  being  concurred  in, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker 
VBs  read  a  thin]  time  and  passed. 

A  measase  from  the  Hoiua  of  RepreMOtaiives 
informed  the  Seoate  that  they  have  [tassed  iht 
bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  eoiiiled  "An 
act  10  make  valid  eeruia  acts  of  the  justices  of 
(be  peace  in  the  DiEtric[  of  Columbia,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  request  (he  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  They  have  also  passed  a 
resolution  directing  the  comple(ion  of  (he  surrey 
of  the  waters  of  the  Cbei>apeake  Bay,  and  for  the 
•slabtishmenE  of  naval  arsenals  and  other  pur- 
poses, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
(he  Senate. 

The  resolutioo  last  mentioned  was  read  twice 
by  uoanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  ASairs. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
iaeQ(  of  the  House  of  Representativei  to  tbe  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  make  valid  certain  aets  of  the 
justicesof  the  peace  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia ;" 
and  tbe  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resDmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Ihe  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  Laws  o[ 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes £'  and 
tbe  bill  bavins  been  further  amended,  (he  Prbsi- 
DEflT  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and 
the  amendments  being  concurred  la,  were  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Morrow,  dom  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
meuL  and  for  (he  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
Slates,"  reported  Ihe  same  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  ComYnittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Hall,  late  major  of  maTiDes ;  and  the  bill 


A»iL,  wta. 


having  been  amendedj  the  PsBaiDBirrTaported  it 
(o  (he  House  aeooidiBgly ;  aid  the  anMBdmnt 
being  concurred  id,  (he  bill  was  ordend  ta  !« 
eugroned  and  read  a  third  time— yeas  18,  naya 
IS,  as  follows: 

Yx  AS— HeMTs.  CuapbtK  Dsfgett,  Fmmendn,  Oail- 
lud,  OoldaboToogh,  Honay,  Hnntar,  JofaitMn,  King-, 
LMka,  MonUtOtiit,  Sanlbrd,  Storer.Tidi, Talbot,  Vu 
Dyfce,  and  WUDma  of  TemMMe. 

Saw-  ■  Hers.  Barbanr,  Banil,  CnttttdsB,  Kck- 
nagn,  Laoock,  Mmdo,  Hoitdw,  Robots^  Bngi^,  Taj- 
lOT,  TichB«or,  WiUimBU  of  MMwfiliiiwIls.  aod  Wilna, 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Comoiinee 
on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petitioo 
of  John  Haslett,  and  also  the  petition  (rf*  Hiacynth 
LacloEie,  were  dlacharged  from  tb«  farther  con- 
sideration thereof  respectively. 

Mr.  Campsbli,,  from  the  sima  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ac(  for 
the  relief  of  the  houses  of  Thomas  ami  John 
Clifford,  Blisha  Fisher  and  Company,  Thomas 
Clifford  and  Son,  and  Thomas  Clifford,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, aod  Charles  Wirgman,  of  Balttmore ;" 
and  also  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of 
(Sad  Wonhington,"  repar(ed  them  severally  with- 
out amendment. 

BANK  OF  THE   UWITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Campbbli.,  from  Ibe  SMSe  committee,  to 
whom  was  recommitted  (he  menoriat  of  the 
President  aod  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  reported  a  bill  supplemeotary  to  tbe 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  iocorporatc  the  subscri- 
bers (o  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and  (he 
bill  was  T«ad  (wiee  by  nnaaimous  eonseni,  and 
considered  as  in  Coromi(tee  of  ih«  Whole;  and 
no  aiBendme«(  hnvtog  been  mad*  tbere(o,  (he 
Prbsibent  repeT(ed  it  to  tbe  Houae ;  and  the  bill 
wBs  amended.  Mr.  C.  aino  laid  on  the  taMe  the 
following  docBment: 

Tbsasot  DarABTKiBT,  April  7,  18IS. 

8ib:  I  have  been  inlbrntad  bj  (he  fmidanl  of  Uie 
Sank  of  tlte  United  StatM  that  (he  baud  of  dimctai« 
have  applied  to  the  Coagren  of  the  United  States  fat 
"""'-""I  to  issue  bills  and  notes  signed  b;  other  per> 
thejtreudent  and  cashier  of  that  bank.  Thi» 
inttmate  eaanezion  which  neeessaxity  asists  bedteen 
(hat  institation  and  tb«  department  of  dw  Execntivs 
Qoverament  confided  to  mjdireetiMi  may  reader  ft  exr 
-  --•^\e  en  ny  part  to  pieaeattA  dwCJaamittee  on  Fj> 
i,aBdatwMBee« 


■  Aee^aaihaabeen 
pUeed  by  Ae  Ssoale,  aoB*«  of  Ae  Ma«W  wbish  awsar 
to  be  neoasaarilyeoiiBeeiedwiA  AaapflkMioB.  ItN 
not  my  laUMiaa  t*  mge  tha  saaMion  of  the  commit 
tee  to  dw  particaUi  modiflmaan  avofhl  byihab^ 
I  shall  attempt  only  to  N^lsfy  tha  T""ft  ttwt,  va- 
der  IhaexialuigpswaiesMcf  tl»d>aiter,  aaeoBMtiuud 
tor  the  OMpoiatioa,  it  is  impoMibla  to  put  into  dreid^ 
tinn  an  amonnt  of  bills  of  suitable  ■'fiwrninatisas  lo 
snpplj  the  nsMKarj  and  indiapeoaaUs  demands  of  (ha 
commnnily. 

The  presidenl  and  cashier  of  the  bank  hava  to  ugn 
and  conntartign  all  tbe  bills  of  the  bank  and  irf'  i(a 
various  officea.  Tliey  have.  In  addi(ion  to  the  ordina* 
ly  dnties  of  preaiden(  and  eaahler  of  a  bank,  («  per* 
form  an  the  dntiea  of  eomnusdoner  of  loant  for  dw 
8(ate  of  Pennrrhauia,  and  of  agonls  Ibr  die  payment 
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of  peiuitnur*  of  tiarj  dewTiption  tar  thit  Ststo. 
Tbtjr  ue  necsuaiily  ctuigcd  with  tha  genenl  in- 
peiiuteiiileDce  of  b11  ths  officM  utabUahed  by  the 
bank,  trom  tke  Diitnct  of  Maina  to  tfao  State  of 
Tioaijiana.  involTuig  a  moat  extsiiatTB  oon— poDd- 
eac«,  and  impoaiiis  apoa  tbem  an  «aunu>Uioa  of  Um 
waeil;  raturaa  at  thoaa  offioea.  Thia  axwDuaituni  ia 
ncccaaanl;  impaaadBpoB  thoaa  offieara,  who  ate  bomd 
to  wfttcb  oTei  Iha  inlsnala  of  the  bank  gasenUj,  and 
to  inpplj  the  Kuta  of  the  diflerent  offieae ;  to  tranunit 
apecie  irbere  Ihate  i*  a  demand  for  it,  and  to  withdraw 
it  fiom  pointi  where,  from  the  coone  of  tiada  oi  other 
caDBci,  it  mtj  haie  tampoiarilji  tcoomofatad.  The 
dot;  of  traiiBiiiittiiig  the   pnUic  fanda  wheraTec  re- 

Siiied  within  the  United  Stale*  denandi  and  nc«i*«a 
eii  nnmniUed  attention-  Fiom  the  view  heie  pre- 
■entedof  the  Taiiona  and  important  ^tiea  aaaifiwd 
to  IheB^  the  ebaiter,  many  of  which  are  ao  intimate- 
ly eonneeted  with  the  OoreniineBt  ae  to  conatitate 
them  highly  impcotent  oAoen,  it  will  be  really  pe> 
Mi*ed  that  bnt  a  Terj  aaall  poitian  of  Aeii  time  can 
be  devoted  to  the  ■Mchanicallabwefwgning  hill*  end 
notea.  It  may,  indeed,  be  aaid  Aat  the  coipentiaa, 
haling  the  power  of  appointing  mA  ofiten  and  ev- 
Mini*  as  the  inteceat  of  the  inatitotian  may  leqain, 
may  appoint  othei  officats,  who  aaay  ba  chuged  with 
the  ■Qperintendance  of  tho  inteteala  tA  the  inatitntien 
geneiaUy,  and  of  c4Muaa  with  the  toneafiondenee,  and 
distribnlion  of  the  capital  trf'  the  bnnk  eoMUig  the  dif- 
ferent offices,  eocot^ng  to  ih^  Tariona  wante  and 
ueceamties  anainK  out  of  the  coaiM  of  tntde,  oi  any 
other  caoBs.  Sneh  a  contae  might,  indead,  be  pur- 
ioed  ;  but  it  would  be  an  entire  inTenion  of  the  ■•■ 


thia  n»tare,  bnt  of  right 
aiaociationi  whetaMTa-. 

The  aigning  of  billt  and  notea 
act     ThoNpa  '         ' 


_  I  degree  the  commercial  tntnoaetima  of  the  nation, 
rcquirea  intellect*  of  more  than  oidinaiy  ileration,  and 
inftinnetion  as  Tartans  as  the  waula  and  oonieniaaeaa 
of  dviliied  locicty.  To  matanotiAoae  the  highsel  ^ 
ficmra  of  the  inatitntion  into  mere  ■^^"hi^tt,  the  opo' 
lationa  of  which  are  to  ba  conBned  te  tracing  oaitain 
chaiBcten  infiniteJy  repeated,  whikt  nibordinate  ^- 
ttrt  or  lenwn^  are  tUTesled  with  dutiaa  requiring  the 
highest  order  of  intellect  snd  the  most  eitendie  de- 
gree of  infbtmalion,  would  indeed  be  an  invenion  of 
the  eatsbtiBhad  ideas  of  the  morst  fltness  of  thinga. 

It  is  not  my  intentian,  nor  is  it  the  wiah  of  the 
bank,  to  relieii  the  preaideul  and  cashier  from  the  me- 
chanical labor  of  signing  trills.  This  duly  will  always 
beperfbrraedbythemfaifaraa  a  dae  sttenUon  to  their 


The  reaiona  antf  hots  which  I  han  preiented,  _ 
order  to  nioTe  that  it  ia  iupoMtble  for  the  president 
■nd  caaliiN  to  sign  the  bills  neeeaeaiy  to  the  wanU 
and  convenience  of  tiw  eonmtwitr,  era  anpported  1^ 
the  oxpaiieMsofthebanh.  Twenty  oSeea  have  been 
eataMiahed,  and  apptieatiDns  lor  oOete  remain  sns- 
pended  from  the  in^oaaibiUly  ef  ftiraUiing  them  wiUi 
bill*  for  drcnlatien.  Two  of  Ihoae  which  wan  organ- 
iied  mora  than  six  montht  past  have  not  yet  been  sop- 
plied  with  bills  to  commence  aparationa.  BeieKl  of 
those  establiahed  in  the  ,Westarn  coantry  hare  been 
io  scantily  supplied  as  to  render  Ihair  oparationa  ai- 
tcemely  dicnmscribed.  That  titablished  at  Aagwta, 
15th  CoH.  iBt  Sees.— IS 


in  Georgia,  will  probably  be  abandoned,  on  acconul  of 
the  impoaubiltty  of  aupplying  it  with  bills  lb  make  tha 
employment  of  capital  profitabl?.  It  is  undentood 
that  the  measDre  is  now  under  tbi  eonsiderstios  of  the 
directors.  It  will  be  hardly  necessary  to  prove  that 
the  failure  to  supply  the  diSerent  officea  with  a  proper 
amount  of  billa  of  initsble  denominalions  can  be  the 
result  of  nothing  but  tha  impossibilily  of  furnithing 
that  supply  under  the  proTiaions  of  the  chartar.  Tha 
bilnre  must  be  sscrib^  to  this  impossibility,  or  to  the 
negligence  of  the  officers  of  the  bank.  The  character 
and  atanding  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  negleM 
would  be  imputed  forbid  the  admission  of  the  chugti 
It  may,  indeed,  be  alleged  that  Iha  labor  of  iasning  tnlla 
will  be  daily  diminiihed,  as  the  supply  will  always  be 
tactBa«ng.  To  thisit  may  be  answeied,tbat  thennin- 
ber  of  offices  for  aome  time  to  come  will  be  incroMe^ 
and  that,  as  the  labor  of  signing  bills  ilinri»iflift,  tb* 
lima  neeesaarily  devoted  to  the  auperiatendenoe  of  tbn 
multiplied  and  varied  concerns  of  the  bank  will  in- 
crease ;  that,  according  to  the  course  of  trade,  UlU 
iesnedin  one  section  of  the  Union  will  aeeonnlats  in 
another;  and  thai,  although  a  portion  of  those  bilk 
may  in  the  ordinur  cotirse  of  trade  find  their  wn 
back,  or  be  dlAoaea  over  other  portions,  ao  as  to  di- 
minish in  a  ocmaideraUe  degree  snch  an  "■•"■t"'^ 
tion,  yaC  a  conaidetabls  portion  of  them  will  remsiB 
whras  thsj  are  not  wanted,  whilst  local  dsficianaea 
will  be  crested  in  other  places.  If  the  bank  is  enahlad 
to  issue  faiUi  so  as  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  oom- 
mvni^  fax  them,  it  will  be  its  intsraat  to  supply  tha 
local  wanta  thus  created  by  new  emission^  rathw 
Uuu  to  incur  the  expense  and  risk  of  transmitting 
those  which  have  accumulated  in  paiticalar  districta 
to  where  th«y  are  wanted.  This  source  of  demand 
for  new  bills,  together  with  the  neceanry  supplies  for 
lost  or  worn  bills,  will  And  ample  employment  for  two 

rsons  who  sluiU  be  devoted  to  the  issuing  of  bills, 
the  benk  is  enabled  by  Congreaa  to  faolitata  ttw 
iaaning  of  bills,  any  surplus  which  accumulate*  in 
partiralar  districts  will  be  dealroyed,  and  new  ones  is- 
sued to  supply  their  place,  and  drcnlaled  where  they 
are  demanded-  It  i*  the  practice  with  the  Bank  of 
En^and  never  to  reiasue  their  bills.  It  is  not  believed 
that  any  additional  secority  is  derived  to  llM  bank  ot 
to  tha  Gommoni^  &na  thia  practice-  It  is  mentianed 
simply  to  present  to  the  mind  of  the  committee  the 
extensive  mean*  which  that  inatitntion  poaaeaae*  of 
'■"Tf"!!  bill*.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  naithM 
the  governor  nor  deputy  governor  of  that  bank  ever 
sign*  a  bill. 

I  understand  that  the  propositios  of  the  bank  i*  to 
authorise  the  presidents  and  caahiara  of  the  various  at 
fice*  to  i*sne  bill*  for  their  office*  respectivelT.  This 
proposition  appsars  to  me  to  be  injudicious.  The  mul- 
tiplication of  sigustures  upon  bills,  beyond  the  neces- 
sity of  the  ease,  is  an  evil  which  oogu  not  to  be  pei^ 
mUled.  It  'jM,  however,  urged  in  favor  oi  it  tbst  the 
bill*  of  the  offices  are  intended  for  local  circulation, 
and  that  the  aigiutures  of  the  president  and  eaihier  of 
an  office  will  be  more  likely  to  be  known  by  their  own 
districts  than  those  of  the  president  and  cashier  of  the 
bank  itself.  This  argnment  ia  specions  nlher  than 
solid.  Not  one  man  in  a  hundred  who  receives  bdls  ai 
note*  of  the  bank  can  have  soy  other  knowledge  of 
the  handwriting  of  the  penons  whose  name*  are  sign. 
ed  upon  the  biUa  thsn  mat  which  he  derivea  ham  the 
frequent  czaminstion  and  compsrison  of  the  ugoa- 
turea  upon  the  bill*  which  he  receive*.  It  is,  nvneo- 
ver,  manifeat  liom  what  haa  already  been  alated,  tnd 
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ft  u  ufaUUted  bj  uiu<r«ml  rapeRence,  th«t  biDi  ii- 
nad  mt  A^officm  will  cirenltte  in  the  mait  dliUnI 

ri  of  (lie  niidan  from  the  piece  of  their  tieue.  Ai 
M-genicBtioQ  of  Oie  bank  becomes  more  perfcct, 
ind  the  piiociplMi  opon  yhkh  It  ecti  become  mare 
Citnuirely  kDown ;  u  it  will  b;  expnienee  be  en*' 
Ued  to  correct  tiie  eceeotrieitiei  of  iu  officen.  ettd 
tteewd  u]'  etron  which  iti  atra  dtrecton  ma;,  from 
InadTertance,  or  from  eonie  real  or  rappMed  prenare, 
have  eotnmitted,  the  rircnlaldDn  of  Iti  bill*  irill  become 

rBDTal,  aod  the  idea  of  locaUtj  be  entirelj  laid  aiiJe. 
rnnld,  thenfote,  in  my  hamHe  pinion,  be  anwiee 
le  pmnit  the  prendnita  and  cuhiera  of  (he  oScea  to 
ivnie  biDi  under  their  own  rignatore*  aloe*.  Two 
aiffioan,  whose  time  ahould  be  exeliidvdj  detoted  to 
tigaiag  of  btlla  and  notei,  with  the  occuionii  aid 
wUeh  they  would  receive  flon  the  preddeat  and 
Cariiiet  of  the  bank  in  il^BinK  bilii  of  large  dsnomina- 
lioni,  woold  give  to  the  bank  all  the  &dUtin  which 
a  due  regard  to  the  iateimti  of  tiit  comiauDitj  can 


an,  it  may  be  proper  tb 

__., ^ _.  MveiiiMiceof  flie  con- 

■mnity  aiid  the  tnfereet  of  the  bank,  the  Oovemment 
haelf  ba«  a  direct  ititereat  in  conferring  npon  the  bank 
the  mthoiHj  of  iMOing  note*  and  billi  with  more  &- 
dlRy  thanit  ttpreeetiteqjoye.  Accoiding  to  eriittng 
IhWa,  ipedeandlhebfliiandnoteiof  tbeBankoflhe 
United  Stata  are  alone  reeeivable  in  aO  paymenu  to 
the  GovemmanL  It  teqaires  no  aignment  to  prove 
ttiet  the  eontribntiMu  of  verioai  kinds  reqair«d  by  the 
OMemment  from  the  citiiene  cannot  at  thii  time  be 
paid  in  ipecie.  It  ii  not  in  (he  potrer  of  Congren  to 
give  to  iu  dtizeni  thi*  ability.  An  act  of  Congreii 
wfll  not  bring  from  foreign  regiona  the  giAd  and  ailver 
coin  ueceeeary  to  effect  thii  object.  But  it  can  cauie 
to  be  put  in  circniatian  a  lumciency  of  what  it  hu 
made  a  legal  iMider,  to  enable  the  dticene  who  may 
owe  die  OWmment  to  discharge  their  debta.  That 
the  neceaniy  nippty  of  thii  cnirency  hai  not  been 
fbmiihed  ii  noloiionaly  manifeet;  that  the  fiulnre  to 
Ibndeh  tUe  inpply  lui  been  the  result  of  the  incapa- 
city of  the  bank  to  sign  billi  according  to  the  provi- 
■lons  of  Ike  charter,  baa,  I  tnut,  been  eatiAetwily 
MUbUAed. 

The  bill  now  upon  yonr  table  fbr  Ae  relief  of  the 
ptucbaaera  of  the  public  laud  ii  in  ■  cotirideraUo  de- 

rthe  nsttb  at  that  incapacity.  It  ti  certainly  trae 
if  the  banka  had  not  been  imprnvidently  mnlli- 
pBed  In  certain  aectionBoftheVnion.aLeBanh  of  the 
United  Statei  and  it*  offieea  would  have  conaented  to 
nctdra  aa  ipecie  IVom  the  officer*  of  the  Ooremment 
Ae  Ulia  or  note*  of  the  kicd  bantu,  which  would  have 
In  a0m«  degree  prevented  the  preaaure  which  b  now 
Oparating  ao  oppnaaively  in  the  noitiLWcatern  aection 
oftheeoQQtry. 

Thla  puer,  howner,  it  mnat  be  recollected,  ia  no 
legal  tender.  It  could  become  n  onW  indirectly, 
Arongfa  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea. 
However  staMe  the  banka  in  that  aection  might  have 
been  under  a  different  Mate  of  thinga  than  that  whiA 
anfoitnnatelT  eiiiti.  the  people  would  have  been  eqoal- 
ty  onable  a*  at  preeent  to  diacharge  their  dutie*  to  the 
Dovemment  according  to  law ;  and  thi*  inability 
would  ueceMarily  be  aacribaUe  to  the  incapaci^  of 
flie  hank  to  rign  the  amount  of  Ulla  neceeaary  to  ena- 
ble the  conimanily  to  diachaige  it*  debta  to  the  Oovem- 
mant.  The  Congiwa  ia  now  appiiied  of  the  emer- 
flBcy,  Bpede  and  the  biila  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed BtMaa  alon*  aio  receiv^Ie  at  the  Ticamty.    Spa- 


a  tiieir  capacity  te 


do  cannot  be  obtained  tor  that  purpoao.  B21>  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Btale*  cannot  be  put  into  circa> 
iation  to  a  aulEraent  amenDt  tor  that  object,  becanao 
(he  officer*  of  the  bank  are  not  able  to  aign  tfaera. 
The  power  ought  to  be  given,  the  hilb  of  other  bank* 
ought  to  be  recrivaUe,  er  further  time  ought  to  b«  al. 
lowed  tile  pabhc  debtor  to  make  hia  payment*.  Soaait 
poliey,  probably,  would  require  the  a[^catiafl  ot  the 
fint  and  iIh  Jait  of  theae  remedie*.  The  power  of 
iaaoing  bill*  wiib  more  briUy  would  not  aflted  relitf 
■>  promptly  a*  to  npeiaede  the  naceaaitj  ef  mapend- 
iof  temporarily  the  tmie  of  paymenL  The  anapenmn 
of  payment,  unaccom^ied  by  other  rrfief,  would 
probiMy  find  the  pubhc  debtor*  at  the  eipiratiDD  «t 
the  anpenalon  bat  little  improved  ir  ''^-'-  ''    ' 

diadiarg*  Aeir  debta. 

In  addition  to  the  ftaregolng  e 
be  nn^er  to  atato  that  landa  to  a  great  amoont  win  he 
aold  is  the  eoniae  of  the  Snmniar,  Antnmn,  and  Win- 
ter of  the  praaont  year.  In  the  Hicfaigan  and  Miaaomi 
Twrllerie*.  The  bdia  of  the  Weatem  bank*,  wfaidi 
cirMriate  almeet  esehuivvfy  in  Ihoee  Tertitoriaa,  hare 
not  that  credit  and  cnirency  in  many  inatauoea  which 
woold  juMi^  their  receipt  at  the  Treaanry  if  the  Inw 
pet««itied  it.  Then  !■  tbertAre  great  duger  tbat 
mveh  loe*  wiU  be  awtained  In  the  *^  of  Ooae  landa 
fcr  tlie  wurt  of  a  aoand  dtnnlaiing  nedtnm  in  that 
aaetiau  of  the  Union.  The  loaaea  which  the  l^euuy 
haa  aheady  inenrred  by  the  receipt  of  bOl*  and  notee 
of  bank*  Which  have  already  fiiOod,  or  whoM  cre<Ut  ia 
do«btiiiI,  elrangly  indicate  At  neceoaily  of  avoidh« 
ftaither  loaa  from  that  aoaree,  even  at  the  riA  of  incur- 
ring  a  greater  in  the  dqireciated  price  whitfa  may  con- 
eequently  be  inieived  fbr  the  p«blic  land*.  It  haa  al- 
rew^  been  aaceilained  tlut,  of  the  apecia)  depoaHea 
receired  during  the  yean  ISlfi  and  1816,  more  than 
9350,000  are  of  a  description  which  jnatifies  the  moat 
■eriooa  appreheuaion  of  the  eventual  loss  of  the  great> 
eat  portion  of  that  amount.  It  is  my  dnty  to  anggeat 
tbo  pre^riety  Of  giving  more  efficient  remedie*  agwnil 
oorpotate  bodiei  far  the  recovery  of  debt*.  The  pow- 
er of  lamtaonlBg  the  debtore  of  the  eorpotation  a* 
gamiAera,  a*  in  caae*  of  attachment  agaiait  abMnt 
debton,  la  reapeethily  inbmitted  to  the  oonaidnstiaB 
of  the  cMnmlttBe. 

I  remaiD,  wM  aenlimenta  Of  the  higheit  respect, 
your  moat  abedient  and  very  humble  eervint, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFOHD. 

Boa.  O.  W.  CanraitL,  Chti^man  Com.  Finana. 

PaiVAT,  April  10. 

Mr.  SiNFOKD,  From  the  Commltiee  aa  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  wu  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  esublish  a  part  of 
entry  and  deliTerjr  at  Cape  Tinceat,  at  the  fork 
of  Late  Ontario  and  the  head  of  the  river  8l 
Lawiencei"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
abolish  the  port  of  delirery  eatabliahed  at  the 
mouth  of  Slade's  Creek,  in  (he  SiUe  of  North 
Caralioa  ;  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aot  for  the  relirf 
of  Seth  Bprsgufl  and  othera )"  and  aba  the  bill, 
entitled  'An  act  fot  the  relief  of  Jaecpfa  Tkorn," 
reported  the  Mine  eeTeralty  vithoot  ameBdmenl. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  from  the  CoDMnittee  of  Claims 
lo  whom  was  rtferred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  set 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  MiUer'aad  Stephen  Bi- 
ker," reptmed  theiame  with  amendmenti ;  which 
were  read. 
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Tka  Scaate  r«sBBu4  Um  iMwiiiilcntion  oT  thi 
uneitddMitt  of  Um  How  of  RepiweaiativM  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  mabs  valid  eatsia 
■cu  of  tbe  jneticaa  of  ib«  pnce  in  Iho  Diatrict  ot 
ColamUai''  and  diMgietd  ibwrto. 

Ut.  Bahouk  pPtMBlcd  iba  menenal  of  Rieb- 
ard  Bland  Loe,  eomniasionCT  ondn  the  claims' 
law,  piatiag  addtiranal  compcvMtion  for  hi« 
BerTket;  and  tite  meraorial  ma  read. 

Hr.  TUT,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  A{- 
fatra,  to  whom  wmt  referred  the  resolution  direct- 
log  the  compleiJOB  of  (te  sarTe;  of  ibe  waters  of 
ibe  Chettpeake  Bay,  and  fur  the  establishmeot 
of  oaral  araeoel^  and  other  parp<k)ea,  reported  the 
aaiB*  without  amendment. 

The  IbUowiitg  MeNagi  wa«  Eeeeieed  from  the 
PsKainaiiT  or  Tun  (jV'Tsn  Stath: 
To  Ate  StMilc  of  tke  DniUd  Stata  .- 

Id  complianea  with  lb>  Msolution  of  lh«  Senate, 
Mqaaatini  me  to  came  to  be  laid  bei>ra  them  ■  list  of 
the  names  of  tlw  eairatal  agMSI*  ef  Indian  al&iis,  and 
of  the  ac^to  of  't" —  tfadinc^oosas.  witk  the  pay 
•nd  emolument  «f  IheaBaataraapectiiHr,!  new  ban^ 
mit  a  repmt  from  the  SeeMtatf  ef  Wai,  which  oen- 
taina  the  inlmnalwn  nqniied. 

JAM£8  HONBOE. 

WAsniaeToa,  Jpril  9, 1816. 

Tb«  Mesiage  and  aeconpaayinf  lapori  ware 
read,  and  refened  lo  i^e  Conmutec  on  Uitllarr 
Affaira. 


To lk« Senate ttf  the  VrnMltmlm. 
In  ooB^iaMla  with   >  reaohltiBi 
^eedug  the  aoppUaa  of  tka  Noitkweatain  arinji  witUn 

"  ".fcy    " 


silsaeiin.  and  sganla,  and  tt*  onpenee  diareby  in- 
eonadi  1  aow  tnaaoiit  te  tbsm  a  imort  ftam  Ifaa  Sao- 
leUTj  of  War,  which,  with  the  ■ 
njiMg  il>  will  aSml  the  ioAnMBtk 

JAHES  MOKBOB. 

Apjui.  10^  1818. 

The  Haaaace,  togatber  with  the  report  nad  m 
c«aapaap»c  noBBinta,  were  lead. 

Hr.  Roaaara,  fnm  the  Committee  of  Clainia, 
ta  when  «ae  rafamd  Um  bil^  entitled  "An  net 
for  the  relief  of  John  Anderson,"  reported  the 


oos^  frc 

tit*  Dittriet  of  ColaaUa,  to  whom  waa  reAAad 
the  bill,  auitled  "An  aet  mabag  afpropriationa 
for  the  pobUc  bttildian  aad  for  fumiafaing  the 
Ca^tot  and  PnaidaBt'alloaaa,''  remaned  the  same 

lit.afluaa«aoo«a,fn>mtheaame  ooaukiae, 
I*  whaaawaa  rafortad  lhabUl,eaiitled  "Aa  aetta 
provide  for  eeeeiinf  addilimial  boildinp  for  the 
acoommadaiina  ef  dia  aereral  Eieeative  depart- 
menla,"  alao  reported  the  same  with  aa  amead- 
■eat. 

Tike  Beaate  lesamad  the  aansideration  of  the 
bill  lapphmeatair  lo  ihe  aet,  eatiiled  "An  aet 
iaeorporaie  the  sabaeribwa  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Blatea,-"   and  the  foithcr  coaaideratioa 
thereof  waa  poatponed  miil  to>iaotraw. 

The  Senau  reaaaod,  aa  in  Cemmltta*  of  the 


Whole,  the  eonsidetalion  of  the  bill  to  suspend 
for  a  limited  time  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  landa 
for  failure  in  completing  the  paf men!  ibereea; 
and  ihe  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Pnaainaar 
reported  it  to  the  House  eceordinglr,  nod  the 
amendments  being  eoocurred  in,  the  bill  waa  or- 
dered to  be  eoKtossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

*  leasMe  tram  the  House  of  RepreaenlatiTea 
icd  ibe  Senate  that  ibe  House  hnvepaaeed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  iocorpoiate  the  Colom- 
bian  losiitate,  for  the  promotion  of  arts  and  aci- 
eocea;"  a  bill,  eatitlscl  "Ad  act  to  ioerease  the 
pay  of  the  militia  while  in  actual  service,  and  for 
other  purposes  f  a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  anthor- 
ize  the  payment,  in  certain  cases,  on  acconnt  of 
Treasutv  notes  which  have  been  lost  ot  de- 
stroyed f  a  bill,  eatiiled  "An  set  for  the  relief  of 
Benjamia  Berry;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Mary  Sullivan;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Jonaihao  Amory,  jr.,>Qd  of  the 
represeataiives  of  Thomas  C.  Amory,  deceased ;" 
aod  also  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  widow  and  cliildren  of  Jacob  OmefiJ  de- 
ceased;" in  which  bills  ibey  request  Ihe  eoneur- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  aeven  bills  last  mealioaed  were  read,  and 

terally  nsited  to  the  second  aeadiog. 

The  bill,  anlitled  "An  aet  to  incorporate  the 
Columbian  Inuilute,  for  the  promotion  of  aita 
and  seieneea,"  was  read  the  second  lime  by  unani- 
mons  eooseat,  aad  referrad  to  the  Commitiee  oa 
(be  Disirint  of  Columbia. 

The  bilL  eatitlad  "Aa  ael  to  inetcase  the  pay 
of  the  militia  while  in  aeiaal  service,  and  for 
other  pnrpotea,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
aaaaimoua  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
lee  en  the  Hilltia. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aothorize  the  pay- 
ment, in  certain  cases,  on  account  of  Treasury 
noies  which  hare  been  lost  or  destroyed,"  waa 
read  the  second  time  by  nnauimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Commiilee  on  Finance. 

The  bin,eoiiLled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bei^ 
jamia  Berry  i"  tbt  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Uary  Sullivna;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
not  for  Ue  nlief  of  Jonathan  Amory,  jr.,  end  of 
Ibe  teprasewalivas  of  Tbomae  C.  Amoqr,  de- 
ocastd;"  and  aUo  the  bill,  eotUlad  "Aa  act  for 
tka  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of  Jaha 
Ora*^  daeeMed,"  vara  aererally  read  the  aeeond 
lima  by  naaaianNis  eoaaenl,  aad  severally  tafer- 
rod  i«  Ibe  Coeamittee  <rf  Claims. 

Th«  aHMDdmanu  le  the  bill,  entiUed  "An  aoi 
to  provide  for  the  paUieatioD  of  the  Laws  of  ike 
United  Bates,  and  for  other  pnrposea,"  having 
been  reported  by  Ihe  committee,  correctly  ea- 
grosaed,tbe  bill  was  read  a  thiid  time,  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

The  bill.  In  addiiioo  to  "An  act  lo  prohibit  the 
iniroduciion  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  ^oe 
wilbin  the  jotisdiciion  of  the  United  Slates, froin 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1808,"  and  to  repeal  certain  paiU  of  the 
■ame,  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  paned. 

The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Joha  Hall,  lata  mqor 
WH  read  a  third  tina,  and  paaaid. 
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l^atittict  of  the  UmUd  State*. 


The  Seoate  rnatned,  ■■  in  ConnniiCfe  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonaideratioD  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
ael  anlhoriziDg  John  Tavlor  to  be  placed  on  the 
list  of  nary  peniionen  f  and  on  molioD  of  Mr. 
TitT,  the  inrthei  coosideratian  thereof  waa  poat- 
poned  on  til  the  first  Monday  in  Jnlf  nest. 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  UKITBD  STATES. 

Mr.  Barbocr,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wai  referred  the  molution  anihorizinff  a  snb- 
acriplioD  for  fire  hundred  copies  of  Statistical 
Annals,  pronosed  to  be  published  bj  Adam  Stj- 
beri,  ana  the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of 
copies  of  a  Statistical  View  of  the  Commerce  of 
the  Uoited  States,  bjr  Timothy  Plikio,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  aatborizing  a  sub- 
scription for  the  Slalislical  Annals  by  Adam 
SevDert,  and  the  purchase  of  Pitkin's  Statiiijci; 
and  the  report  nnd  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  muinicript  of  Dr.  Sgjbart'a  work  haa  be^ 
snbmitlcd  to  their  inipactiou,  and,  in  thsir  npiniao, 
^  it  combines  ■  man  of  Tariani  and  ralaable  facta  and 
'  mattrials,  coUectMl  with  thoiongh  diltBcnco  &om  au- 
thentic documanti,  Inddljf  and  conranieDtlj  arranjnd 
and  nuthodisad.  Its  naio  olgaet  appean  lo  ba  to  nir- 
niih  eonpleta  infonnatioa  ai  to  the  past  and  pmant 
■late  of  ue  popnUtiont  narigation,  commerce,  manu- 
&ct«rea,  anay,  naiy,  pvUie  land),  and  Snances  of  the 
Uoilad  Slate*,  and  a  aeriaa  of  important  facta  in  rela- 
tion to  theae  and  other  conaectod  lubjecta,  is  con- 
danaed  into  tabnlar  forma  and  slatwneiitB,  nhibiting 
in  one  riew  an  antttv  and  comparatiTe  biatoi;  of  eadi 
■nbject.  To  this  work  mneb  tunc,  indiutiy,  and  abil- 
ity mast  have  been  devoted ;  and  it  fiirn(  a  vast  de- 
podtoiy  of  information,  the  whole  of  which  ia  oseM 
and  inlsTMtingi  and  some  of  whidi,  fron  the  eonfla- 
giatioo  of  the  puUic  office*  and  other  nntowaid 
■rents,  is  now,  ftihvf,  nowhere  clae  preferred.  It 
must  be  apparent,  then,tbatthii  work  most  be  deemed 
naceasary  and  acceptable  to  etery  functionary  of  the 
QoTBTnment  of  tbe  United  States,  either  in  ita  admin- 
istrative or  legislative  depsitmenta.  It  wa«  princi- 
pal^ for  their  naa  the  work  was  designed.  It  will  ex- 
pedite and  fociiitate  the  performance  of  their  respec- 
tire  dntie*,  and  it  is  thar^re  natural  and  proper  that 
it  should  receive  their  protection  and  enoour^emeat 
It  i^peaiB  to  the  committee  diogether  hopehae  Oat 
tba  pnUicatiaD  of  tbeae  Stalfatieal  Annala  ow  other- 
iriie  be  obtained.  It  irill  not  be  undertaken  by  the 
aothor  at  hia  own  aak.  From  Aa  railaty  of  numeri- 
cal tablea  the  eipenae  of  printing  would  considerably 
anaed  that  of  ordinary  hooka ;  and  as  profit  cannot 
be  expected  ftom  the  aala  of  a  work  whi<li,  from  ita 
nature,  can  never  be  in  a  certain  sanae  popular,  then 
ianoindDcemenltoslininlata  the  entarpriaaofabook- 
aeller.  Worka  of  a  itmilar  deacription  in  odier  conn- 
tries  have  frequently  been  pnbliihed  at  the  national 
charge',  and  surely  there  is  aomething  in  the  natara  of 
oQi  liberal  institutions  thst  ought  to  induce  us,  u 
freely  as  any  other  naUou,  to  gire  publicity  to  all  we 
hare  done,  as  fullj  to  derelop  the  princtplei  of  our 
policy,  and  to  ascertain  as  clearly  the  causes  of  our 
prosperity.  And  it  may  be  added  that  the  beat  mode 
of  deriring  benefit  fiom  uperianee,  of  rendering  what 
ta  ralnaUe  in  ear  system  of  political  economy  perma- 
neal,  and  of  rcGnming  what  ia  InjodiclDai  and  arro- 


B  fimfoiDg  rema^  ar«  likewise 
to  Mr.  Pitkin's  pablished   work, 

ial  StatisticB  of  the  Unilad  StatM." 

It  is  a  woifc  of  andaabtad  merit  and  utility  j  its  &cla 
are  drawn  from  authentic  official  docnmenta,  and  ita 
nnmerical  tables  and  calculations  exhibit  great  indoa- 
try  and  accuracy  of  reseamb.  It  is  onderatood  that, 
intrinsically  valuable  as  this  work  is.  it  has  produced 
little  or  no  profit  to  the  publisher  or  the  anthor ;  and 
it  appears  to  the  eomnultee  it  ironld  be  unjnat  and 
nni^tefol  to  distinguish  one  of  these  rrorks  bj  the 
praiaa  and  patronage  of  Congreaa,  and  leave  the  other 
unnolioad  and  unrewarded.  The  committee  are  Ihere- 
bre  of  o^nien  that  a  subaerlptionfiirbolhthcoe  wmks 
ought  to  be  authoiiwd,  and  rqwrt  a  bill  lor  that  pn^ 


SaTDBDaT)  April  11. 

Hr.  RoBBBTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claitiia, 
to  whom  wu  referred  ihe  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  Ihe  relief  of  Major  Loring  Anstin  and  Georfe 
R.  Wells;"  the  bill,  entitled  '^ An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Jonathan  Amory,  junior,  and  of  the  tepreaeti- 
[atires  of  Thomas &.  Amory, deceased;"  the  bill, 
entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  fieujafflin  Ber- 
ry ;"  Ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  Ihe  relief  of 
the  widow  and  children  of  Jacob  Or«eff,  de- 
ceased ;"  and  also  ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  acE  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  BuUiTao,"  reported  ihe  same 
sererally  wiihoul  amendmant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  eDiiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representBtirca  of  Qeorge  Peanoo;" 
and  DO  amendment  haring  been  made  tberela, 
the  Pbbhdbmt  reported  it  to  the  Hoaae^  and  it 
paased  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bJllamhorizingaaabaeriplionfortheSta- 
tistieal  Annals,  by  Adam  Sevbert,  aod  ihe  pur- 
cbaae  of  Pitkin's  Commercial  Btatistieii  was  read 
the  second  lime. 

The  bill  to  suspend  for  a  lintited  time  the  aale 
or  forfeilore  of  lands,  for  ftilure  in  completing 
the  payment  thereon,  waa  read  a  third  time,  and 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whale,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eniiiled  "Ad 
acf  in  addition  to  the  'Act  for  the  pnniahment  of 
eeriain  crimes  Bgaintt  the  United  States,  and  to 
repeal  the  acts  therein  deacribed,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Cmn- 
mittqe  on  Foreign  Relaiions;  and  the  amend- 
menta  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  repon- 
ed  to  ihe  House  amended  aecordingiy;  and  the 
amendmeais  being  concnrred  in,  ibey  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  mul  a  third 
lime  at  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  af  Re|we«en  la  tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  imaut  on 
iheic  amendment  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
make  rslid  certain  acts  of  the  jnsiloea  of  the 


tbe  District  of  Columbia.^'  They  ask  a 
conference  upon  ibe  aubjeel  of  lb*  disagreeing 
TOtca  of  the  two  Housea,  and  bav«  appointed 
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managcra  OB  their  pait.  They  ban  puMd  a  bill, 
«nliil«d  "An  Mt  foi  Ui«  relief  of  Jodu  Haniaon :" 
«  bill,  entiiled  ''Ab  act  tot  the  relief  of  Joha  Dil- 
lon ;"  a  bill,  eMiiled  "An  not  foi  the  relief  oT  a 
conipuir  of  imnceni"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  tkt  relief  of  Cnpiain  Hanrr  Oiel  and  Cap- 
tain BeajaHin  Jauaon  f  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
set  for  tha  lalief  of  Totanteer  moanted  eavalrf ;" 
and  a  bjll,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Henrr 
King ;"  in  irhieh  bUla  they  reqneat  the  eoBear- 
renee  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  ranmed  the  coniideiatioB  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Mibscrlbers  to  the  Bank  of  tbt 
United  States;"  and,  after  debate,  ad jonrned  U 
Mondajr  morning. 

HoRD^T,  April  13. 

Mr.  WiLLiUM,  of  Teueaaee,  from  the  Com- 
milleo  am  Hilitary  Aibin,  to  wbont  wai  nferred 
the  bill,  entitled  *'An  aet  tot  the  relief  of  John 
Wotk,"  reported  the  aame  wilhont  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Hr.  Tait,  tk»  CoBiniUae  on 
NbybI  A&ain,  to  whom  wa>  leferred  the  memo- 
lial  of  Jainu  Loomi*  and  Jamca  Bauet,  wiling 
maatAs  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  State* ;  alM> 
the  reaolntioa  inatraeting  them  to  inqnire  into 
the  expediency  of  proriding  by  law  for  eoforcing 
the  attCMlnnee  of  witneaaet  before  naral  eouita 
martial ;  and  aleo  the  hill  to  antboiiM  the  catab- 
liatameDt  of  nnral  depota  and  dock-yarda;  toge- 
ther with  the  Meas^  of  the  Preudeni  of  the 
United  Siaiea  of  the  33d  of  Harchi,  1848,  npon 
that  aabjcct,  were  diaeharged  from  the  latther 
«onaidenttion  thereof  respaeiiTely. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rriief  of  Hen- 
ry BUng,"  waa  read  the  fint  and  second  tima  by 
muntmoM  conaent,  and  referred  to  the  Cammit- 
tee  of  Claime. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Henry  Giit  and  Captain  Benjamin  Johnaon," 
waa  read  twice  by  anantmona  conaent,  and  re- 
ferrcd  to  the  anrae  committee. 

The  bill,  ealitlad  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  rol- 
nnteer  mounted  cnralry,"  wna  tend  twice  by 
nnaniuaaH  eonaeat,  and,  on  motion  by  Ur.  La- 
ooox,  vabrred  to  the  Ccinmitiae  on  Hnitary  Af- 
iaira. 

Tha  Ull,  entitled  "An  aet  ior  the  r«li(f  of  a 
company  of  rangen,"  wai  read  twice  by  nitani- 
ind  re&rred  to  the  aame  commit- 


Tbe  bill,  entitled  "Anact  for  the  relief  of  John 
DiUoB^'  waa  rand  twine  by  nnanimooa  eonaoBt, 
and  rabtred  to  the  Commitlee  ob  Finance. 

Tha  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  tkt  relief  of  Jooaa 
Hnniaoa,"  wai  rend  twice  by  anmununa  conaent, 
and  refarted  to  the  tame  committee. 

The  amandmeau  to  tha  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  the 'Act  for  the  puBiahmaoi  of  cer- 
tain erimea  agaiaol  the  United  Statea,  aod  to  re- 
peal the  acta  therein  deaeribad,"  haring  been 
reporud  by  tha  commitlee  eoneclly  engroaaed. 
the  bill  wa*  read  a  third  lime  aa  wnended,  and 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  net  for  the  relief  of  the 
If^al  repreaenlntiTe*  of  Qeorge  Peanoo,"  wu 
rend  a  third  line,  and  paasad. 

On  motion,  it  waa 

Rnotatd,  That  the  Senate  intiit  on  theit  dia- 

8;reement  to  tbc  amendment  of  the  Houae  of 
epreaeolatires  to  the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  to 
make  valid  certain  acta  or  the  jualices  of  the 
peace  In  the  Diairict  of  Colitmbia,"  and  agree  to 
the  conference  propoaed  thereon. 

Mr.  DaooBTT,  Ur.  Qou>anononsB,  and  Mr. 
Bdbbill  wars  appointed  the  managera  on  tbA 
part  of  the  Sanue. 

The  Senate  reaamad  the  conaideraiion  of  the 
bill  anpplemenUry  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
ineorporate  the  iobseribeia  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  State^  [anthorizing  tha  appointment  of 
a  Vice  Freaident  and  Depaiy  Caahier,  for  the 

Ereaier  facility  of  signing  the  bills ;]  and  the  bill 
ariog  been  amended,  on  the  qneslion,  "  shall  thie 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  waa 
determined  in  the  affirmaiiTC— yeas  17,  nayi  14, 
as  follows : 

Tua — Ueaara.  BariMnr,  Buirill,  Campbell,  Ctitlan- 
den,  Daggett,  Dana,  Uekeraon,  £ppe^  Htintar,  Sag, 
Leak*,  Hoirow,  Otia,  Stoker  Btorer,  Tah,  Tichenor. 

NjLTf— Heaara.  Froaantin,  Qaillud,  Honer,  La- 
cock,  Macon,  Noble,  Bngiiea,  Sanbrd,  flmith,  Talbot, 
Van  Dyka,  WiUiama  of  Miadsdi^,  WiUama  of  T«si- 
nsaaae,  and  WUmh. 

Mr.  WiLLijLua,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com' 
mittce  on  Military  AtTain.  to  whom  the  aabject 
waa  referred,  repotted  a  bill  fixing  the  compenat- 
tion  of  Indian  agents  and  factors;  and  the  bill 
was  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Bah  noun,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  10  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
from  ihe  President  of  the  Uaiied  States  of  the 
19th  March,  1818,  respecting  a  commercial  agree- 
ment with  the  Netherlnnds,  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning tonnage  and  discriminating  duties  in 
certain  caaea;  and  the  bill  waa  read  twice  by  unatt- 
imous  consent. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideiation  of  the  bill  to  pronuMe 
the  progresa  of  naefbl  nrta,  and  to  lepeal  the  acta 
heretofom  made  for  that  purpose,  together  with 
tbc  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  aelect 
commitlee ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  DjtoofiT-r,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
the  first  Monday  in  July  nexL 

Mr.  Camfbill,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
John  Brook^  of  the  Bute  of  Ohio,  made  a  report 
accompanied  by  a  reaolniioD,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petiticmet  onyht  not  to  be  granted.  Tha 
report  and  rcaolouon  were  read,  nnd  apeed  to. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  CinPnaLL,  the  Commiltae 
OB  Finance,  to  wlom  waa  referred  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnnr,  prepared  in  obedi- 
ence to  K  rcaolatioB  of  the  Senate  of  the  11th  of 
December,  1817,  relatire  to  the  prompt  settleneot 
of  public  accounts,  were  discharged  ftom  the  fur- 
ther cocsi  deration  thereof. 

Mr.  WiLLiAna,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  mana- 
gers on  the  port  of  the  Senate,  at  the  conference 
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■  the  tBeudnent  of  tti*  Hosm  of  HeprMcau- 
tiTcs  u  tha  bill,  entitled  "Ad  ut  diftoting  tlie 


nunner  of  ■ppoiotiM  Indikn  SfOiiU,  aad  ooiiii- 
DiDg  tbc  act  for  eiubliibiog  tradinf-hooM*  With 
thi  lodian  tribn,"  mad*  (ht  foUowlDg  Tiparti 

Tbat  iha  cammUlM  of  conftnnM  on  tha  pot  of  Ihc 
Sanite  net  iha  connnittta  on  thspnt  oftha  Honaeof 
. ■ ..._    « ^^  rdaHra  to  tha 


Kaaraaentai 


ILLraore  TEBMTOBT. 

Tha  Seiiaie  resumed,  u  io  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDiiderstion  of  the  bill,  eaiiited  "Ad 
■ct  to  eoable  ihe  i>eople  of  ibe  liliooiB  Teriitory 
to  fonn  ■  conaiitutioa  and  State  ^oTerDmeDt,  and 
foT  the  admistioD  of  BDcb  Slate  into  ibe  UoioD, 
on  an  aqoal  footing  with  the  original  Slatca," 
togfliber  with  the  amendmants  reported  thereto 
by  the  Comnittee  oo  Pablic  Lands. 

A  motieu  waa  made,  hy  Mr.  Tait,  to  paalpoce 
the  farther  coniidentJon  ihateof  nntU  iJm  foarih 
ivrvf  Juij  a9J.t. 

This  motion  was  debated,  aad  was  lappofted 
ij  Mr.  Tjut,  not  from  aap  disposition  to  oppose 
the  admission  of  this  State  into  the  Union,  bnt 
OD  the  ground  that  there  was  not  sufficienllf  an- 
thentic  information  that  its  population  was  fortjr 
tbonnnd,  as  stated  frota  conjecture,  ot  even  that 
its  piqiulaiion  was  snfficient  to  entitle  it  Io  a  tep- 
lewntatiTe  in  Congien. 

To  this  atgnment,  Meurs.  Mobbow,  Tai^ot, 
and  Babbocb,  teplied,and  oppoaed  the  poaipona- 
uent,  beliaTiog  the  etidenee  on  this  bead  to  be 
*o  atiODg  as  to  admit  of  no  doubt. 

The  question  on  tha  propoeed  postponement 
was  decided  iu  the  negatire — yeas  4,  nafs  29,  as 
follows : 
~  YiAS— Means.  Daggett.  King,  Sanjard,  end  Tah. 

Nats— HMars.Baibour,  Bnrnl^  CampbeU,  Ciittan- 
den,  Dsast  Dickenon,  Ewest  FiMnantin,  Hoisa;, 
Hanter,  Johnson,  Lscocki  Leahe,  Macon,  Hoiril,  Uoi- 
mr,  Nobla,  OiIb,  BoggUa  Sn^tb,  Btokea,  Btorei, 
TallMt,  TaTlor.  Tkbenor,  Tsji  Djlu,  WilUanu  of 
Mbiia^pld,  waiianu  of  Taonaiaee,  and  Wilton. 

The  amendment*  having  been  agreed  to,  and 
lbs  bill  further  amended,  the  bill  waa  repotted  to 
the  Bouaa  accordingly  ;  and  the  amendments 
being  concurred  in,  tbey  were  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amanded. 

Tubbpat,  April  14. 

Ob  matiMt  if  Mr.  Saxrosii,  tbe  QMnnittee 
on  Pansionewere  directed  to  inqutie  into  tha  pro- 
priety of  granting  a  pension  to  Qeorge  Bell. 

Mr.  HoBBiT  Bnbmilied  the  following  taolion 
for  consideration : 

ttaobei.  That  the  Becretaij  of  tha  TteaiOTT  pro- 
eitra,  and  laj  belbn  Qie  Senate  of  the  Unitad  Btatas, 


«BgHaa,  ■  aMaaM  _  _     _ 

.  paid  Vj  the  labaMrftata,  on  aeaautt  of  tbe 
a^fital  ato«k  of  (ha  Bank  af  tha  UolMd  Slatai^  at  Iha 
aaaaiat  Itnaa  af  paynMM  |»eacribad  hj  Oa  duMtai,  n 
giU  and  aihMr  eein,  and  whrt  aum  In  dsi  Inrfad  «bt 
of  the  UnilW  States.  A^  dMring  tha  aawont  <rf 
capilnl  atech  of  tk*  *4d  bw*.  •*  tha  lana  ur  than 
K9»<^inf  what  prg|mtiaa  thawf  iaof  gOl  ntd 
■IvN  aoi^  and  wh«t  pB»porti|tn  ia  of  dta  findaddAI. 
Also,  showing  tha  amonnt  vt  th*  debts  dna  ta  Hm  a^ 
ba>^  ^aci^ing  Iha  ame«Bl  dna  at  Phiiad^hia.  and 
tha  imooDtdnaat  lh»aj|Bcaaofdiaeonntattrdepa«ta, 
raapadiTelr.  Alao,  showing  iho  amonnt  of  tha  nMnar 
deposited,  ipedfring  tha  amount  Iharaof  d«oniad  a> 
Fhilsdelphia,  and  the  amonnt  dapadted  at  Ina  cAgm 


w  depoeilea  made  br  indi- 

boaaaoDaatof  tbepr'^ 
Bain  clrcniatian,M 


ing  between  the  ai 
Tidoals,  and  tha  ai 
lie.    Also,  diowing  tbe  n 


Hr.  Bakboiib  praaBotad  tha  paiitioB  of  laha  B. 


adjaatmeni'e 

Navy  Department ;  and  itie  petittoa  was  r 

and  referred  to  tbe  ConMttia«  on  Kaval  Attnts. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  of  TcBBMaee,  from  the  Cvb- 
miitea  on  Military  Afikirs,  to  whom  ii«a  nknti 
the  bill,  entitled  "Ab  act  reapseiing  tha  organi- 
zation of  the  Army,  and  for  other  pBrpaaas," 
reported  the  Mme  with  amandiiMtits;  whM  waro 
read. 

Tbe  Senate  resnawl  the  ooBsidantioB  of  the 
eemmiilee  af  eonferanoB  on  tbe  BBtsadnKat  of 
the  HoDse  of  RepraasBtativss  to  the  UU,  aaiilled 
"An  acl  direoting  tha  maBBor  of  nppBmtin^ 
Indian  ageBlB,and  oontianlng  tha  act  for  sstab- 
lltfaing  trading^ness  with  the  IndiiB  tribe*," 
reeommendiog  to  the  two  Homes— 

lit.  That  the  Senate recafc from  thurdJaagtMBtent 


oat  of  tite  BBoond  sectian  Aersof,  U 

"flrst  day   of    April  nest,"   and   iuasiliiig  inMead, 

■■  eighteenth  iaataat." 

Wberffifpon,  Bmaintd,  That  they  diaagcee  to 
the  trst  recommoidniion  of  the  oBtnmiUee  of 
conference;  Ibst  ibey  agree  to  theseeood  raeoBi- 
DwndatJMi  of  the  said  eomttiinee;  and  that  the 
bill  be  amended  neeordiBcly. 

The  Senate  resnmcd,  aa  in  Oomiaitfe  of  tho 
Whole,  the  eontideratioo  of  tbe  bill,  entitlad  "An 
act  fixing  the  time  for  the  ns»  iMBtiBg  of  Cob- 
rtea*  i"  and  iba  IhU  having  been  anended,  tba 
PsBaioiMT  reported  it  to  tfaeHooseaMnrdutgiy; 
and  the  amendmeBt  being  eatcnrrcd  in,  wna  or- 
dered to  be  anmsaed  and  the  bill  reail  a  thiM 
lime  as  amended. 

Mr.  Eppbb  preacBtod  the  ■oaMviaL  of  Daniel 
Brent  and  others,  clerks  employed  in  the  Bieen- 
tive  offloes  of  the  QovemBuot,  praying  the  auaa- 
tion  of  CoBgrei*  to  the  importance  of  their  dntic^ 
and  the  inadequacy  of  tbeir  eompeatatim ;  and 
the  meraorial  was  read. 

Mr.  MoBROw,  from  the  Committee  on  PafaUe 
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Ituda,  to  whw  wu  Mfttrtd  tko  bill,  •Mitlod 
"An  a«i  i«  cMiiav*  ia  fone  •»  ki,  entitled  'A* 
■ct  lektiDC  t9  MUltra  w  lutdi  of  the  United 
SUUB,"  repotied  the  neoe  wttkoKt  ameDdmeaL 

Hr.  HoMtL,  from  ibe  CewBittee  of  GlaiiM. 
to  wbeiD  i*M  reftrred  tbe  peiitiott  of  SnHMl 
Bmitk,  nttorney  for  Etfibn  Alien,  «^  n  report, 
■eeosi|MDied  t^  •  molation,  (bet  tbe  prarer  of 
the  petitioDet  ought  not  to  be  gmnted.  The 
port  end  rcMlnliOD  were  reed. 

The  UModmenu  to  the  biU,  entitled  "Ad  sot 
to  eneble  the  people  of  tbe  Itlioois  Territory  lo 


OQ  u  eqnnt  footing  with  tbe  ^riginel  Stales," 
hnring  been  reported  bf  the  coranittee  correctly 
eDgroNed,  tbe  bill  wat  tfad  a  third  lime  - 
amended  and  paased. 

The  bill,  anppleacBUry  to  tbe  aot,  entitled 
"An  net  to  incorporate  the  wbnaribert  to  the  Bank 
of  tJJM  United  BtnWa,"  wai  read  n  ibird  time,  and 
paamd-'yene  18,  nay*  15,  m  foUowe  i 

Tb«i— MeMn.  BeAenr,  Bgrrill,  Gem^II,  CrrtUn- 
den,  Dacgett,  Dana,  DukerKn,  Eppe*,  Hmtter,  King, 
Leake,  Hormt,  Otia,  etokea,  BtMer,  Tait,  Taylor,  and 
TiebenoT. 

Hah  Mewri.  noaentin,  QalUatd,  Goldaberonifa, 
Boraay,  Lacock,  KorrU,  Noble,  Ragglei,  Banlittd, 
Baith,  Talbat,  Ten  Dyke,  WUtiami  of  MJMfrippi, 
Willitfu  of  TenueMM,  and  WUeen. 

So  it  was  itaolved,  Tbat  ibia  bill  mh,  aod 
Ibnt  the  title,  thereof  be  "An  act  in  addition  to 
'Aa  act  lo  iocorporalB  tbe  tab^criberi  lo  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stale*." 

Tba  Seaate  mumed,  ae  In  Commillte  et  the 
Whole,  iIm  eoatideratieo  of  the  bill  eeueaniag 
lonaafe  and  diKrinunauas  daties  in  certain 
ease*  i  and  the  bill  haviaf  bcaa  amended,  it  was 
reparud  la  the  Hoaee;  end  ibe  ^naedneat*  be- 
ing eaaeorfcd  in,  the  bill  wa*  ordered  lo  be  ea- 
groaaed  aad  read  a  third  time. 

The  SennU  NaQined,  aa  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Wbol^  the  cooaideratioa  of  the  bill  autheriiiag 
nenbeoriptionfor  tbe  StatitticalAunal^by  Adam 
Sef  bert,  and  the  parehaM  of  Pitkin'i  Coinner- 
cial  StaMatica ;  aad  the  bill  having  bean  amended, 
Itwaa  [pporled  to  tbe  UoaK;  and  the  nnesd- 
menti  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  wai  ordered  to 
be  engroaaed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Seaaia  rcanmed,  aa  in  Comnitlce  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  ftxiqg  the 
BompeautioD  of  Indian  ageata  and  Inetonj  tad 
tbe  bill  having  been  nmesded,  it  waa  reported  to 
the  Iloau  accordingly ;  and  tbe  amendmeaia 
being  conenrrad  in,  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  be 
engroawd  and  reed  a  third  lime. 

The  Sanatc  reeomed,  aa  in  Comniitee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  aon»ideration  of  the  bill,  entulcd  "Aa 
act  for  Ibe  relief  of  Major  Qeaeral  Brown,"  to> 
gether  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
tbe  Committee  of  Clairaa;  end  the  ameadmema 
hnving  been  aneed  lo,  the  PaaeiDaNT  teponad 
Ibe  bill  10  ihe  Houae  amended  accordingly ;  and 
the  amendoieats  being  conearrcd  iO;  ihey  wore 
ordered  lo  be  engiOEaed  and  the  bill  be  read  s 
third  time  aa  amended. 


Hr.  Campbell,  from  tbe  Committaa  on  Fi> 
aaate,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  bill,  entitlad 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Dillon ;"  alao,  llte- 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Joaaa  Hat- 
riaon  i"  reported  the  same  wiihonl  amendmeat.- 

Tbe  Benaie  raagmed,  a«  in  Commitiae  of  thn 
Whole,  the  coneid«n|ioa  of  tbe  bill,  eaiiiled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Qad  Woribiagion,"  aad  ao 
amendmcDi  baving  been  made  thereto,  it  waa  fa- 
ported  to  tbe  Honae,  aod  paaaad  to  the  aaeoaid 

HrTsTOBEH,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  BU- 


ihe  pay  of  tbe  militia  while  ia 
actaal  terTice,  and  for  other  purpoaea,"  reporteA 
tbe  aame  without  ameadmenL 

The  Senate  rcaumed,  aa  in  Committee  ef  the 
Whole,  Ibe  conaidcraiion  of  ibe  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  eatebliab  a  port  of  entry  and  ddivery  at 
Cape  Tineeat,  at  the  fork  of  Lake  Ontarie  aid 
the  head  of  the  rirer  St.  Lawrenca;"  aad  no 
amendment  baring  been  nude  therein,  it  waa 
reported  to  the  Hoaae,  and  it  paaacd  to  a  (bird 
reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Comraittae  of  tte 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  l^lt,  eatitled  "Aa 
act  to  abolish  the  port  of  delivery  esiaUiahed  at 
the  monih  of  Shide'*  Creek,  in  the  State  nf  Nonh 
Catolieaj"  and  no  nmeadmeai  baring  beat  mad* 
thereto,  the  PatsiDBiiT  leported  tbe  biU  lo  iha 
House,  and  it  paaaed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  lltf 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  Ibe  bill,  ealitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Bath  Spragne  and  oiheraj" 
and  no  amendmeut  bariag  kaea  made  tfcerew, 
the  PaaaiDBiiT  repotted  the  bill  to  th«  Haiiaa, 
aad  it  passed  to  a  third  leadiag. 

Tbe  Beaaie  reeumM,  aa  in  Commitiae  of  the 
Whole,  the  eontidaiatiao  of  tha  taill,entiileA  "Aa 
actfortberdiefefTbomaalAiUeiaad  Bi^Jms 


ihaveio  by  tha  Committee  of  Claim*;  and  tha 
anaadmenta  haiiog  beea  agraad  to,  the  Paaai- 

..,._  '^•""-iB^ogaeamo-'  ' 

Maisbeiagci 
in,  thay  vera  ordered  to  be  eagraaacdaiid  IhabiM 


iiwotl 
ingfy ; 


and  the  amnadmeais  beiag  caaaairad 


waa  read  a  third  time  na  amended. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  (ha 
Whole,  the  consideratioD  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  Ihe  relief  of  John  Anderson;  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pna- 
siDCHT  reported  ti  to  the  House,  and.  on  the 
queafion,  ''  Shall  thia  hill  be  read  a  tkira  timel" 
it  waa  deiermiued  in  the  nqalive;  so  it  wtf 
icjeetad. 

A  measags  from  tbe  House  of  Represematives 
informed  the  Senate  tbat  tbe  Houae  recede  from 
their -amendmeut,  lo  which  the  Senate  hare  dia. 
agreed  to  the  bill,  entitlad  "An  act  direetiog  the 
oannei  of  appointing  Indisa  agents,  and  cmiin- 
Jtngtbe  'Act  for  establishing  trsdiog-houses  with 
the  Indian  tribes,"  aod  that  tbe/  agree  to  the 
ammdment  proposed  to  the  said  bill  in  the  second 
recommendation.  Tbey  concur  in  the  amend- 
menia  of  tbe  Senate  lo  the  bill,  eotillej  "An  act 
to  provide  for  tbe  publication  of  the  laws  of  tha 
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United  Staiea,  and  for  other  purposn,"  czceni  the 
aevenlhiDdeigbtb.  to  which  iher  disagree.  Ther 
have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Brigzs,"  with  an  ameDdmeDt,  in  which 
they  request  toe  coacurreuce  of  the  Senate.  The; 
have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
KlieTof  John  B.  Daboey;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  nf  James  Mackay  of  the  Mis- 
■ouri  Territory ;"  and  a  bill,  eofilled  "Am  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jonathan  D.  Essary  and  John  Bey- 
bold  ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  conborrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  meDCioned  were  read,  aad 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Anactfor  the  relief  of  John 
B.  Dabney,"  was  read  ihe  second  time  by  anan- 
imons  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
CUIma. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Jat, 
Haekay^  of  [he  Missouri  Territory,"  was  read  the 
•ecoad  tkrae  by  unanimons  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jon- 
stbaa  D.  Essary  and  John  Seyboid,"  was  read 
the  second  lime  by  unanimons  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  Ihe  Home  of  Reprenen  tali  res  to  the  bill, 
flntitled  "Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Imic  Brfggs," 
snd  non-concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proeeeded  to  eonsider  their  amend- 
menls,  disagreed  to  by  the  Honse  of  Representa' 
tires  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  to  provide  for 
the  publication  of  the  laws  of  (he  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

Whereupon,  Betalved,  That  Ihejr  recede  from 
their  seveath  amendment  to  the  said  bill,  and  io- 
uat  on  their  eighth  amendment,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motjoa,  by  Hr.  Campbeli.,  the  committee 
00  the  memorial  of  the  State  of  Tennesaee,  re- 
•pecting  claims  to  lands  in  that  State,  who  were 
inatrncied  to  inqnire  into  the  propriety  of  making 
a  reaerration  of  land  for  the  eatabllsbment  of  a 


WannEBDaT,  April  15. 

Mr.  WiLLiAiiH,  of  TennesKe,  from  the  Com- 
miliee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whotn  were  refer- 
Ted  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  net  for  the  relief  of 
volunteer  moanied  cavalry;"  and  alH  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  a  company  of 
rangers,"  repotted  the  same,  aeTerally,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  MoKBiLL,  from  the  Committee  of  Clai 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  iherelief  of  Captain  Henry  Gist,  and  Captain 
Benjamin  Johnson;"  and  also  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  King,"  reported 
the  aame,  severally,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBOooH  submitted  the  fi^owiog 
notion  for  consideration : 


Btmhtd,  That  the  PtefideRt  of  the  United  StoiM 
be  leqneetad  to  diraol  the  proper  offieec  to  lay  bafBia 
the  Senate,  at  an  sariv  penod  of  theii  twzt  iiigwiiii.  a 
li«t  of  the  uselew  offlmra  of  the  eaalMna,  with  ife 
n  of  their  office*,  lalariai,  oaolnmento,  uid  the 
plaosi  where  bald ;  speeUyins  ouch  aa  it  may  be  proper 
to  suf^resi  and  disebarge  in  oonaeqn 
piodDctiTeaei*,  the  toconaiderable  ■ 
ir  of  snj  other  caose. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  from  the  Committee  on  PnbUe 
!>anda,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
An  aet  for  the  relief  of  certain  friendly  Creek 
Indians,  of  ihe  mixed  blood,"  reported  the  same 
with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  jesomed  ihe  consideration  of  the 
motion  sflbmittcd  on  the  14ch  inaiant,  and  the 
same  baring   been  modified,  was  agreed  ta   as 

itMobe((  That  the  Seeretoiy  of  the  Traaanry  procure, 
oad  lay  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  unniedi- 
Btctj  after  Iha  eommeneeBenl  at  the  next  seesion  of 
CoDgreHiS.  statement  lowing  what  sum  waiaetnsJiT 
paid  by  the  anbearibers,  OB  ocomint  of  theeapilal  stock, 
of  the  Bonk  of  the  United  States,  at  Hm  seveiol  ttmea 
of  payment  prescribed  by  the  ebertet,  in  koU  and  ail- 
Ter  coin,  and  what  sum  in  the  funded  debt  of  the 
United  Slate*.  Also,  ■boning  the  omaont  of  the  cap- 
ital stock  of  the  said  bank,  as  the  same  may  then  be, 
specifying  what  pioportioa  thereofiiofgald  and  siliBi 
coin,  and  what  proportion  it  of  the  landed  debt.  Also, 
■bowing  the  smennt  of  the  debta  due  to  the  said  bank, 
■ped^ing  the  amount  due  at  Philadelphia,  and  the 
amount  due  at  the  offic«a  of  diseonnt  and  depoette, 
respectively.  Also,  showing  the  amount  of  the  money 
deponted,  speaking  the  amount  thereof  depoMled  at 
PbiladelpbiB,  and  the  amount  deposited  at  the  officee 
of  diaconnt  and  dqiorite,  remBLtivetv.  and  ,li«rini. 

nating  between  Ihe  amennl  ol 

indivUnala,  and  ^  emonnt  made  oi 

pnUic.    Aleo,  ikiwin 

ID  circalatioo,  weci^    _ 

bank  in  Phiiadelphia,  and  the  amount  payable  al 

offices  of  diaconnt  and  depoaite,  reepeotiTely. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Thorn ;"  and  no  amend- 
ment baring  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbesidbkt 
reported  it  to  the  House;  and,  on  the  qaestion, 
"Bhall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  lime  7"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative.    So  it  was  rejected. 

The  Senate  resumed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideraiioa  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford, 
Elisha  Fisher  and  Company,  Thomas  Clifford 
and  Sod,  and  Thomas  Clifford  of  Philadelphia, 
and  Charles  Wirgman  of  Baltimore;"  and  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  PRtaiDEirr  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  aceordtngly ;  and  the 
amendmenta  being  coocnrred  in,  ihey  were  or- 
dered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oad 
Worthin^iOD,"  waa  read  a  third  time;  and,  on 
the  quesiion,  "  Shall  this  bill  pasa  V  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative.  So  the  bill  was  re- 
jected. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  thetelierof  Seih 
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and  olhen,"  ma  Tcad  a  (bird  lim^  and 

Tha  bill,  entitled  --An  act  to  eatabltsh  a  port  of 
entry  and  deliverf  at  Cape  Tiaoent,  at  the  Tork 
of  Lake  Ontario,  and  Ibe  head  of  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tha  bill  to  aboliab  tka  port  of  delirary  estab- 
lished at  the  moadt  of  Slaae's  creek,  in  the  State 
of  Nortb  CaTolina,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 

The  bill  aDlhoriziog  a  sQbscription  for  the  Sta- 
tistical Annels,  by  Adam  Seybert,  and  Ihe  pur- 
chaae  of  Piikin's  Gommercial  Statistics,  wa*  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  coDceraiDg  tonnage  and  dlscriminal- 
in;  duties,  in  certain  cases,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Tne  bill  fiziag  tbe  compensation  of  Indian 
agents  and  faators,  was  reM  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Tbe  amendments  to  the  bill,  eutiiled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Major  General  Btown,"  baring 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  eo- 
grossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  Ibird  time  as  ameod- 
ed,  and  passed. 

The  ameadmeal  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
fixing  tbe  time  for  tbe  next  meeting  of  Congreu," 
having  been  reported  by  tbe  commtitee  corieetly 
engroised,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

Tbe  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Miller  and  Slepben  Ba- 
ker," having  been  reported  by  Ihe  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  tbe  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

Tbe  Sea  ate  resumed,  as  in  Committee. of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  erecting  additional  baildiDgs 
for  the  aecomnodation  »f  the  eavecal  Bxecutire 
Depamneats,"  together  with  tbe  ameodmau  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia)  and  the  amend  men  [  baring  been 
disagreed  to, 

On  notion,  bf  Mi.  Daooitt,  to  strike  out  of 
sectioD  one,  lines  6  and  7,  "  north  of  lb*  build- 
ings at  present  oeeapied  by  those  Dapanmants, 
and  oa  a  line  parallel  therewith ;"  and  to  iuseti, 


States,  east  of  Sixth  street,  west^  except  the  Cap- 
itol Square ;"  it  was  determined  la  tbe  negative- 
yeas  16,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

TiAS — Mean.  Bnrrill,  Chttenilen,  Dsggatt,  Dana, 
DicketsoD,  BailUrd,  Banter,  Lseock,  Homl,  Roberts, 
Sufaid,  Smith,  eialus,  Tait,  TidkeoM,  and  WUsan. 

NATs—lCsasn.  Bsiboor,  Cunpbell,  Vjv**,  Ftam- 
andn,  GoUsboreugh.  HotMy,  Jafanaoa,  Kmc,  Leaka, 
Maoon,  Moiniw,  Noble,  Otis,  RdmIss,  Storei,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Willtanw  of  Misris^ppi,  and  Willianu  of  Tao- 


And  no  amendment  having  been  made  to 
bill,  it  was  reported  to  tbe  House;  and,  on  tbe 
question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  7" 
it  wa*.  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  SS, 
nays  10,  as  follows: 

TiAs— Msasia.  Baibaar,  CamfbaU,  Pagfalt,  E^es, 


FMsantih,  OsiBird,  GoUsbenm^  Botmy,  Hontei, 
JohMOD,  King,  Leake,  Macon,  Hotmw,  Obs,  Bofasrts, 
BagglsB,  Banford,  Blokes,  Storar,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tavloc, 
WiUiaiM  of  Ulit^mpsi,  and  Williams  of  Tnnnnwsi 

N^ii — Hsats.  BnniU,  Ciilteadeii,  Dana,  Diekat- 
soB,  Lsoock,  Hoiiil,  Nobb,  Smith,  TiebeiiaT,  and 
Vtaaoa. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  duties  on 
certain  manufactured  articles  imported  into  the 
United  States  j"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
tbe  porcof  Bath,  in  Massachusetts,  a  port  of  entry 
for  ships  or  vessels  arriving  from  the  Cape  of 
Qood  Hope,  and  from  places  beyond  the  samcL 
and  for  estabtisbtng  a  collection  district,  whereof 
Belfast  shall  be  the  port  of  entry;"  a  bilL  entitled 
"An  act  to  increase  the  compensation  of  deputy 
postmasters  in  certain  cases ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providinf;  for  the  deposits  of  wines  and  dis- 
liltea  spirits  in  public  warehouses ;"  a  biU,  entitled 
"An  act  to  iuorease  tbe  datieseo  iroa  In  ^laaad 
bolls,  iron  in  pigs,  castings,  naila,aiid  alum;"aad, 
also,  a  bill,  e&titlad  "An  act  supplementary  lo  an 
act,  entitled  'An  Ml  U  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imporia  and  tonnage,  passed  tbe  second 
dajr  of  Marco,  1701 ;"  in  whieli  bills  they  request 
ibe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  six  Mils  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  bin,  entitled  -'Ao  act  to  increase  the  duliei 
on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  i 

crease  ihe  duties  oo  certain  manufactured  articles 
imnoried  into  tbe  Doiied  Blates;"  tbe  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  tbe  port  of  Bath,  in  Alatsa- 
cbusetts,  a  port  of  enlrf  ^r  ships  or  vessels  atri- 
ring  from  tbe  Cape  of  Qwtd  Hope,  and  from 
places  beyond  the  same,  and  fat  eauibliabiog  a 
eoljeetioo  district,  whereof  Belfost  shall  be  the  port 
of  entry;  and  also,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aei  pro- 
viding for  tha  depoaitt  of  wines  anil  distilled  s[rir> 
iia  in  puUio  wirchoases,"  were  severally  read 
the  secoitd  time  bjr  unanimons  consent,  and  ser- 
eraltv  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Hannhctnrea. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regnlaie  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  ihe  second 
daf  of  Marcti  1791,"  was  read  tbe  second  time 
by  nnanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  deputy  Katmasten  in  ceriaia  caacs," 
was  read  tbe  tecand  time  hy  nnanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
aitd  Post  Roads. 

FUNDED  DEBT. 
The  PacaiDENT  oommuoieaied  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasurfi  made  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  re- 
quiring bim  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  amount 
of  Ibe  funded  debt  of  ibe  United  Sutea,  bearing 
•D  intereat  of  seven,  six,  and  three  per  eenL, 
which  has  been  paid  by  the  subseribeis  towards 
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thB  ck|>itBl  of  Um  BmIe  »f  Ua  Diilt«d  eiMM~; 
dhtisgaubing  lk«  >moani  or  Mch  iriilek  baa  haaa 
pud  npoo  the  aerarat  iaafalmeata;  MatiM  ibc 
■lani  tad  (peeiaa  of  fondad  d«bl  aoM  hj  iha  Bank ; 
kow  maoh  ikareof  was  ledeemed  by  ibe  United 
Stales;  how  much  has  been  sold  wiihooi  tbe 
United  SiBlea;  aod  bow  DiQcb  is  now  held  by 
the  baok;  and  the  report  was  read,  u  rollowa: 
Tuiiuai  DnxaTMBiT,  AprU  I&,  ISIS. 

Six:  In  obadianca  to  aretolnti^  of  the  Seaataof 
tb*  iXh  of  April,  inatant,  leqairint  the  Sacntaty  of 
tba  TraanU7  to  lapoit  to  Uw  Banata  tbe  amanti- 
tbe  fondad  debt  of  the  Uoiiod  Btataa,  bearios  an 
toreat  of  aercn,  fiz,  and  three  per  cant,  whicb  has 
been  paidby  the  nibaeriben  toward*  tiMcsfutal  of  the 
Bank  of  tbe  TJnited  Blatei,  diatuignuluiic  Ue  an 
of  eai^  wbieb  has  been  p^  opon  the  Mreral  inatal- 
inent* ;  atatiiif  tbe  loina  and  rnedc*  of  ftmded  debt 
BoM  bjf  the  bank;  bow  much  mersof  wm  redeemed 
by  the  United  States;  how  moefa  hia  been  sold  with- 
•at  Ae  Ushad  Slates ;  and  bow  miidt  is  now  held 
hj  tbe  baak ;  I  hare  the  boner  to  eabmit  the  state- 
atnt*  A  and  B,  and  snilt  parta  of  4m  osweifeiideBea 
between  tbia  DepartmeM  and  the  piaaident  ot  tba 
baidt[Nea.  l,S,%and  41  ae  relate  to  this  satjaet; 
wbieb,  tocelhar,  Auniah  all  the  inftnMtion  raqiiiiad 
by  the  reaolntiaii,  which  it  is  in  tlw  power  «f  tha  De- 
partment to  fdmiah. 

It  may  be  propor,  however,  to  oliaane^  that  the 
bank  had  sent  to  Garope  two  millioM  of  tha  findad 
debt,  whicb  had  bean  nid  by  tba  antectibeis,  wbiel^ 


•  9»^11,081  74 

•  BfiaaflTt  it 


t  wede. 

lytbe  ban 


kdd  by  tbe  bank  waa  aboot  to  be  eSected,  it  wa*  not 
known  whelhv  tbe  i^le  or  any  part  of  the  stock  in 
Enropa  had  been  aold.  Tbe  Board  of  Directors  eon- 
dnded  diat  atM^  sold  by  tbe  bank  widioot  the  United 
Statae,  In  conlbtguty  with  tha  charter,  conid  not  be 
ledeemed  at  the  will  of  the  Ootamment;  and  that,  as 
aa  it  waa  piebable  thai  dw  atock  then  in  Enrope  had 
been  aold  or  pUdfad,  it  cobU  Mt  be  rwleenwd.  Thk 
eanstnelion  was  ie}eeled  by  tha  Treasnry;  bat  an 
iHBm  waa  awde  to  leeeire  £roia  the  bank  an  aqua) 
Miwanl  af  the  aane  kind  of  atoik,  paoiidad  the  bMik 
would,  aa  the  aceot  of  the  rnmmiaAiasis  of  tke 
SiDkiBc  fund,  pardiaae  it  at  tie  own  expanse^  and 
daliTei  it  at  par  to  the  OoTemmeat.  Thia  {am«itisai 
was  aeoeptad  by  tbe  bank,  and  haa  baen  earned  Jnto 
•Sect. 

The  only  sum  Temainin{[  in  tha  bands  of  tbe  hank, 
anbject  to  redemption  at  ^  will  of  the  Oorammen^ 
is  the  •481,SSS  SS,  ■dmilled  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
tha  bank,  by  the  letter  of  the  preddapt,  (marked 
Ho.  4.) 

This  amount  win  be  immediately  redeemed  accord- 
ing to  the  protiahins  af  the  charter. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  yonr  moat  ebsdient  and 
nry  hiunble  aetruit, 

WM.  H.  ORAWFOKD. 

Hon.  JoBB  Oailulso, 

Prttident  pro.  tern.  Bftfie  Senatt. 


The  Regislar  bags  leare  to  rnert  to  tha  Secrataty 
of  the  Tieasniy  that  the  ftmdad  debt  of  the  United 
Btatea,  on  the  Slit  Deoamber,  1817,  is  stated  at  tbe 


That  tha  loUowinK  aoaM  wete  erliBrQlahed  af  tbe 
pabUc  Ibndad  debt,  by  payiaant*  made  by  the  snb- 
aojben  towards  the  oaiNlal  ef  tha  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea: 

aix  par  cant.  («oi^  -        ■  911,471,SM  M 

Three  per  oanta.  ....  ^atS;Kll  4S 
Seven  per  oanta.  -  -  .  .  »ai,9Sl  M 
Old  six  per  cent,  and  defanad  Blocks^ 

onjadMDMd  amonntt    ■        .       .         107,BI<  B5 

14,180,379  U 

That  the  aUtament  ftoa  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea,  which  aocompanies  this  r^kort,  utd  is  ras|iatC 
folly  wiiiTed  to,  eiiiibits  the  amount  reoMved  from 
the  aubaeiibars  to  the  said  iiiatitiitton  on  account  of 
the  acTeral  instalments,  and  axbibtt*  the  aiun  and  ape- 
de*  of  fiuided  drix  aold  by  the  bank  wiilwat  tha  UiU- 
tad  Statee,  and  of  tha  replacing  ef  the  same  by  por- 
chaae,  and  included  in  the  anm  beiein  atatad  of 
911,471,256  34  six  per  cent,  stocka,  as  more  partioi- 
larly  explained  by  the  bank  in  their  note  at  the  toot  ef 

That  tho  forgoing  sums  of       -        -  «&S,106,8SS  S8 

And 14.166,379  » 

With  the  6  per  cent,  loan  of  -  .  7,000,000  00 
And,  extutgnished  by  ponjuses,  (other 

tlian   the  instabnents  paid  to  the 

Bank  of  the  United  Btatea,  befcie 

■tated,)  a*  per  acooonta  a««tkd  at 

tbe  Treaaery        -  -  <     -      !,716,7M  86 


-  IU,IW8,ttS  «B 
of  aid  ^  per 

-    j»o«katal«l7    -      1,MI^»»8  at 

And  temporary  leana  paid  of  in  1817        btOJ»00  OA 


Maet  tha  aUMoat  of  stoA  isned  on 
the  ledemptiao  af  Treaanry  notaa 
in  the  year  1817   -  1,386,131  Sd 

.aaw*  tiie  anaoat  of  tha  Amded  debt, 
on  tha  1st  Jlanuaiy,  IBI7,inchiding 

-temporary  loans,  as  staled  on  tbe 
SSth  November,  1B17,  ud  refened 
to  by  Ibe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaoiy 
in  bis  repoi^  dated  the  6th  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  to  Congress  •       •       - 115,807,805  48 


may  aflect  tha  balance  of  stock  n- 
poMaaioB  of  the  bank  in  aix  par  cant. 
stock,  stated  at  »316,5B&  83. 
BeapodfoUy  submitted, 

JOSEPH  Nousas,  J 

TuASoar  DiriamvT, 

Jt^gitler't  Qfict,  J^nil  14, 1< 
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Sacnian  «t  th*  Tnuon,  in 
teMM  Of  Ibi  Mik^  rtmd, 
■nptkn  Bt  Iha  win  <<  lb*  0<rf< 

.  _  ooiikinai^  W  tha  wnifwaiw 

B—etwy  of  the  TiHniT,  in  bahiif 
'  len  «f  A«  ttnkiiiff  FnU.  did  p«i> 
of  lb*  Mid  Cami&MHU 
ftoek,  uid4«UTared  ih* 
't  tha  h*Tik  puing  ikft  diflcTMica  b^ 
T(la»  tad  Um  utail  ca«t  o{  tlw  Mid 
~  ihit  ths  Umu  of  »d«inptia«  of  Ifao 
~  hooAcm  ihonld  bs  wcwdiDg  to  the 


HMM  bH  been  dnl;  «niBnM4  by  tbm  Btnttuj  M  tte 

W.  JONUe,  JVm"*. 
BawK  or  MB  U.  8.,  J^a  %,  IBIS. 

No-l. 

Jmu  so,  kit. 

■mmWonan  of  the  ShiUitf 

heM  br  fte  bnik,  tt  wailn 

lUi  oBm  «  aeaorif  ' 

it  of  tbe  dUbrent  d«w<t{p«f 

7jMm  Uw  leceM  of  tUi  8M,  ■  wamnt  wU 
...  TreuuTT  in  &*or  of  the  bank,  brarinK  drt^ 
Snt  dajr  of  Jal;r  ef  the  pment  jear.    ne 


for  Ae  UMuat  eent  to  Europe,  end  dimotfld  I*  be  mH, 
will  be  tniMnutled  to  the  bank  leBaaa  m  h  ehiB  ham 
tpleted  the  purduaa  of  •■  eqaal  amonat. 
La  impreniML  haa  hi*art»  preraiM,  that  tha  aMan 
par  cant.  ata«k  inbaeribed  to  tita  bank  oovU  not  be  i*- 
daamed  nnder  the  e)tiftiD(  kir,  ai  Iha  rata  Is  wUeh 

liniladiB  tbairpi     ' 
bejow  tfau  to  whkh  Vf% 

b«t,  apoB  a  "  _    , 

mioM  aftbe  aii4  eeelieii  oTlbe  act  topraTida  fbrtlw 
Tednettan  of  tha  pabfc  deb^  doabto  have  ariien  «n  the 
Bribed.  Tba«B«oftlMwoida"pm)i«aeBRdndaBp- 
tioB,"  in  that  aa<4ion,  preeaiita  ntjier  a  aaulhaud  idaa, 
aa  Aare  b  ■  muifctf  AaiiBeiion  between  (he  tenu, 
bett  (■  tbaoTf  Old  pnetiee. 

I  drilbewrtd)!  axaniBad, 
to  the  baA  Miiia  the 
waptaM  n«  iaMmd.    I  have  tlta  honor  to  be,  Ac.    - 
WM.  H.  CEAWFOIO). 
W.  Jam,  Beq.,  Brtit  V.  8.  Bonft. 


•n:  I  ham  bad  the  konar 


No.  3. 
Bm*.  w  na  D.  B„  A^  a^  »J7. 

riirire  yo«  teWw  ef 


aoiptivs  brt  of  the  fended  debt  held  br  the  bank,  afraa- 

atd;  to  your  Taqoeat  i  whidi  bit  indadaa  tha  two  mil- 

liene  lent  bj  Mr.  SeriaaBt,  to  wit : 

Infiperoent-ateckofllU  .  .     t7,S3«  U 

B  per  cenL  (took  of  IB16  .  .    8»S,aW  8S 

SperceutatDckofelereninaiionloan    330,460  00 

5  par  cant  ftoA  of  mtoh  ud  ■  half 
mltfion  ban         ...        .     131,1719  H 

8  percent. atockirfiixleeninUUoii loan    ne.OSV  M 
A  par* eeiiL  atoek  of  ten  million  loan  .      n,SM  iT 

6  per  cent,  atsck  of  MX  million  loan  .    153,tM  M 

»8.eoB,«weo 

Owing  to  Ou  irregdaiity  of  aone  of  tha  Gommto- 
aionera,  the  n^Ugeaeo  of  otters  and  the  want  of  in- 
formation from  aome  of  the  loan  offlcea,  aa  to  the  Com- 
mliaionen  bj  whom  the  (look  waa  tianamitted  in  order 
to  be  trauifomd  b)  the  bank,  the  amount  of  the  ftmded 
debt  ia  ret  impetftct,  and  not  anfflciently  defined  la 
enaMe  the  banli  to  give  aa  aecniate  detailed  liat.  In 
many  eaaea  MnptoB,iamB  have  been  delirered  to  the 
Commianoneia,  owins  to  the  diitanca  between  tha 
place*  of  (Qbaoiption  and  tbe  loan  offleea;  an^  in 
many  of  theae  caiea,  &e  CommiaaiDDera  haxe  errone- 
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only  tnimbntd  th*  wMe  twHut  ta  ika  tMnk  in- 
ateaa  of  the  ipedfic  Mim  raiiMribed,  and  of  coone  Ih 
bank  will  tuie  to  letraDBler  Ibsw  corpliWM  to  the  aab- 
■criben.  In  olher  CMMdaftcteDdMappMr,  utdiVBtil 
thaie  erron  can  be  eomcted,  the  atataaaot  will  ai- 
hibit  bat  an  approiimaticin,  whieli,  bowerar,  cannot 
be  Aur  from  the  truth. 

Soma  fbiided  dabt  will  no  donbt  be  paid  on  ace 
of  the  thiidiiMtaJBe«t,  andaaMOti  ai  it  maj  bepnc- 


the  capiul  itoek  of  the  bank,  it  ahall  be  tnuMnUteil  to 
the  Depaitmant.  The  papei  harewith  cncleeeJ,  and 
iba  fp  ""'■""■  irbicb  I  hare  the  boner  now  to  eab' 
mit,  will  exhibit  all  the  infornuion  on  the  lubjed 
jrhich  it  it  at  thii  time  in  the  power  of  the  bank  to 
affml. 

I  ha*«  the  honor  to  be,  with  neat  raqaeet,  air,  jooi 
ObedieBt  manat,  W.  JONES,  Prei't. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Caj,wr«ni>. 

No.  a. 
Tniiacar  DiriBTxaiT, 

April  e,  ISIS. 
8iB :  B7  leftcnng  to  jmii  atatament  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stale*  of  the  S3d  nlthno,  it  appaaia  that 
there  ia  in  poHBwion  of  the  bank  ftinded  debt  of  the 
United  StateB,;af  rarioiu  deecription*,  foor  hnndrad 
•od  twea^-one  thaiuand  aix  hondred  and  lixtj-etght 
dollara  and  fif^-aight  cant*.  A>  tlte  aame  alatemont 
pnaanti  an  item  of  funded  debt  pledged  a*  ■asDntj  for 
bill*  and  note*  diacounled,  it  u  preiunied  that  the 
Airaier  muat  be  atock  paid  to  the  bink  bj  the  aubacri- 
bst*.  The  amonnt  held  in  Europe  i*  alao  elated  lo  be 
$a,9fi4,ZM  20.  I  will  thank  jon  to  inlonn  tna,  ■■ 
Miiy  a*  poaaible,  whether  the  Snt  item,  and  the  difier- 
enea  between  the  UatHnentioned  earn  and  9:^000,000, 
ie  not  atock  held  bj  the  bank,  aobject  to  the  right  of 
redemption  lecnred  to  the  United  State*  under  the 

I  will  elio  thank  yon  to  gin  me  indi  infonnation, 
in  oenSiiaitJ  with  the  endoaed  reaqlDtiD*  of  the  San- 
ate,aa  too  can  readil;  fiunich.    I  am,  &c. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFOBD- 

Wx.  JoMU,  Eaq.,  Fn»'t  Bmiti  V.  S. 

Ko.t. 
Bamk  01  HI  U.  8q  April  0,  IBIS. 
Sia :  I  bBTe  had  the  honor  to  receiTe  jont  letter  of 
the  Alh  inatant,  and  haaten  to  anbinit  the  infumation 
therein  required. 

Hm  atatenant  herewith  eneloeed  containa  all  the 
infinnalion  leqoired  hj  the  readnlion  of  the  Senate  of 
the  4th  hialMit,  and  alao  exhiblle  the  aetotl  amount  of 
the  bifautM  «t  ftindad  debt  anbacribed  bj  indiTidaali, 
.  and  ooqiaTation*,lo  theca^tuof  the  bank, 
,w  remaining  in  ita  paaaeaiion,  redeemable  at 
1  of  the  Government. 

Btatement  of  the  33d  ultimo,  to  which  you  refer, 
■  the  eum  of  94tl,BM  58,*  whidi  i«  the  actual 


w«c  enbaeribed,  ia  9436,166  &t;  the  difierenca  between 
tbi*  aunt  and  that  in  the  atalement  of  the  &3d  uhimo, 
•14,487  96,  ia  not  regolwlj  aMonnted  for  by  the  Com- 
miaNOoera,  but  the  whde  ia  included  In  the  Btatement 


and  ordered  to 


Talne  of  the  balance  aboranmOianed.  redocad  •coord* 
ing  to  the  rate*  at  which  the  aeveial  ^eciea  of  atock 

T)m  item  in  the  above  atatament  deMgnated  "  bilii 
diacouDted  on  pereonal  eecuri^  and  pledgad  funded 
debt,"  ia  atock  belonging  to  and  alanding  in  tlie  nama 
of  the  borrowera,  and  h^d  bj  the  bank  aa  collateral  •«. 
curitj  for  the  payment  of  theii  raapeetlTe  obligatio(iK 

Ha  amonnt  slated  to  be  pledged  in  Europe  ii  lb« 
two.  millioDi  of  aix  per  cant,  atock  originally  pledgad 
—• '  ""* — '  *-  be  aold  in  London  i  the  aale  had  not 
laed  at  the  laat  datea  roceired,  bnt  vna 
.  _  .  _-.  hat  as  the  partial  demand  li>ronreto<±B 
would  admit.  Tlie  laat  pnoe  qpoled  la  1041,  including 
diiidend.  Tbia  item  m  the  atalemento  of  the  bank 
rendered  to  the  Traaanry  remaina  nnaltmd,  waiting 
for  the  dnalacmont  of  aalea,and  the  orden  to  transftc 
die  balance  of  the  atock  to  the  Eurapean  puiehaaera. 

The  904;M7  M  indodad  in  that  item  m  not  in  fact 
funded  debt,  but  (he  preraiua  paid  bj  the  bank  on  the 
two  miUionapnrdiaaad  under  the  eompromiaa  with  th* 
CommiwiwMW  of  the  BlaUng  Fond,  and  charged  in 
that  item  until  the  final  account  of  the  aaie  of  the  Cw^ 
milhtHii  in  London  *ball  beteceiTed,  from  which  it  ia 
hoped  the  bank  may  be  rdmbunad. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  teepect,  eir, 
your  obedient  aerrant, 

W.  JONES,  Prtt't. 

Hon.  Wk.  H.  CuwtoM, 

Seeretmypf  the  TVecMury. 

Tbuhsday,  April  16. 

Hr.  WiLBOR,  from  the  ComtniltM  of  Cliinu, 
to  whom  WIS  rererred  the  petition  of  Liautesant 
Samuel  Brown,  made  a  tefan,  accompinied  t^ 
K  Tuolution^  that  the  petitioner  biTe  leiTe  10 
withdraw  hia  papers.  The  report  and  reaolutioa 
were  read. 

Ht.  Sahfokd,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  MnDuraciurea,  to  whom  waa  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  iDctease  the  dotin 
1  iu  bare  and  bolts,  iron  ia  pigs,  oaatingg, 
,  and  alnm,"  reported  the  aame  wiihoat 
amendmeaL 

He  aUe  reported  tbe  bill,  eniiiled  '^An  act  ma- 
king the  port  of  Bath,  in  Masaachusetts,  a  pott  of 

itr;  for  ships  or  ressels  arriring  from  the  Cape 


Belfast  ahalt  be  the  port  of  entrjr,"  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
moiioD  of  the  15ih  iosiaiic,  in  relaiioo  to  office* 
of  the  ciMtoma  ;  and  the  aame  haviu  j  been  modi- 
fied, was  agreed  10  a*  follow*: 
Betaitea,  That   the  Presideac  of  the   United 
lates  be  rMiueated  to  direei  the  proper  officer  to 
lay  before  the  Senate,  at  ao  early  period  of  theii 
next  aetsion,  a  list  of  aneh  offices  of  the  Bnalsau, 
with  the  name  of  their  officers,  salaries,  emolu- 
ment*, and  the  pUeea  where  held,  as  It  may  be 
proper  to  supiireia  and  disehar^,  ia  coaseqaence 
of  their  UDprodoelireDeaa,  Ibe  incoaslderaUe  ser- 
ce*  rendered,  or  of  any  other  canw, 
Mr.  Tait  submtlled  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 
tUtotntd,  That  the  Preddont  of  the  United  State* 
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*iua  to  be  liid  befan  Oe  Smite,  M 

ndjr  w  poMiU«  in  tha  nozt  mwan,  &  ftU  itaMmrat 
iMpadiiiK  tb»  OKTj  paiuiDD  ftllkd ;  wfMeifjmg  ftttiea- 
tulj  tin  captniM  ftinn  trhidi  th«  Mud  fond  ua  bMo 
foiiii*d;  how  mnch  fioia  Mwb ;  and  ■!  whkt  tiinM  n- 
e«iT«d ;  in  wfcftt  iito«k«  ths  moneTi  baloocing  to  Mud 
Aind  bava  bacn  Taitad  ;  at  what  timai,  and  by  irtum 
H  agent ;  ifbat  ba*  bean  the  annttal  inooMia  from  the 
stock!  beloD^i  lo  aaid  Aiiid,and  what  baa  been  done 
-with  Ibe  anrpltuaa,  if  any,  after  paying  off  the  navy 
penaiMieTs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  lel  la  provide  for  eiect- 
}Dg  addilional  baildinp  for  the  accommodalioa 
bf  the  tevenl  Sxecaiive  departmenia,"  wib  [«ad 
a  third  time,  and  pasied. 

The  RineodmeDts  to  (he  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  reliefer  the  houses  of  Thomai  and  John 
Clifford,  Eliaha  Fisher  aad  CoiDpaay,  Thomas 
Clifford  >Dd  Son,  and  Thooaaa  Clifford  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  Charles  Wirgman  of  Balllraore," 
Iia*ia;  been  reported  hy  the  eommiiiee  coneclly 
eDgroned,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  u 
nmended,  and  paased. 

The  Senate  resumed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coniideration  of  (he  resolation  direct- 
ing the  completion  of  the  survey  of  tbe  watera  of 
the  ChcMpMike  Bay,  aod  for  the  eatabliahment 
of  naval  ar«eiial«,  and  other  porpoaes :  and  the 
resolution  hBTinE  been  atneoded,  the  FBHinaHT 
reported  it  to  the  Honae  aceordiogly  j  and  ihe 
amendment  being  eoncurred  in,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  the  resolution  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS,  from  (he  Committee  of  Claims, 
lo  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Dabney,"  reported  tbe 
same  withont  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  ihe  relief  of  Major  Loring  Austin  and 
Qeorge  R.  Wells,"  and  no  ameDdment  baring 
been  made  thereto,  the  Pbesidcmt  reported  the 
bill  to  tbe  House ;  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioa  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  the  relief  of  Beojamia  Berry  ;"  and  no 
amendment,  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Paxai- 
DENT  reported  the  bill  to  tbe  Honte;  and  it  was 
paiised  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoiMJdenitioii  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  tbe  relief  of  Jonalhao  Amory,  jr.,  and  of 
the  represcDlB lives  of  Thomas  C.  Amory,  de- 
ceased;" and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  Pbebident  reported  the  bill  to  the 
Home;  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conBideraiion  of  (he  bill,  eofiiled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Sullivan;"  and  no 
BineadmeDi  baTiDs  been  made  thereto,  the  PaESi- 
DBi«T  reported  the  bill  to  the  House ;  aod  it  passed 
ii>a  third  reading. 

THE  PUBUC  BDILDINOS. 

The  SeiMt,e  resumed,  as  iu  Cotamittee  of  tbe 

Whole,  ihfl  ocmiideration  of  the  bill,  eoiitted  "An 

ael  making  appropriations  for  tbe  public  baiUinga 


and  for  furnishing  the  Capitol  and  President's 
House,"  tc^tber  with  (he  amendmeiitB  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  on  tbe  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  and  the  ameadmeDta  haviag  been  agreed 
to  with  a  further  amendment — 

On  motioD  hy  Mr.  Lacook,  to  strike  oot  from 
the  end  of  the  ^iith  line  of  tbe  first  section,  to  the 
end  of  the  ninth  line,  as  follows: 

"  For  prDenring  materiala,  laying  the  foandatiaa, 
and  other  prsparUhma  fbr  the  centre  bnilding  of  the 
OwfULot,  one  hiudred  thoaaaud  doUara." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  6,  nays 
24,  as  follows: 

Tita — Measrs.  Eppes,  Lacock,  Morrow,  fitokss, 
Taylor,  and  Wilson. 

Niis— MsMta.  Barbour,  Bnirill,  Crittenden,  Dag- 
grtt,  FrMnentm,  QaiUard,  Ooldsboran^  Hotsrr,  Hiw 
tar,  Jdiosan,  King,  Leaks,  Macon,  Morril,Otk,  Robarts, 


Strike  wU  the  ISth,  lOth,  and  Slat  liiMa  of  the  fint 
Sec   1,  line  SS,*  strike  not  "tUiQp."  aad  iBaart 

Same  aactioD,  line  S7,  after  "  dollais,"  inaait,  "  bt 
Htmi'mg  good  a  deflcisBSy  in.  tha  appnqiriation  of  the 
past  year  tai  fornishtng  the  PrsaMaot's  Hooaa,  tea. 
thousand  dollars." 

Sec  S,  line  fi,  strike  ont  "  pre«ding  officer  thereof" 
and  insert,  "  Vice  Prsaidenl  of  the  United  States." 

The  araendmeDta  baviBg  been  oancnrrcd  in, 
Mr.  Macok  moved  lo  strike  out  "  for  furniabiut 
the  President's  House,  twenty  thousand  dollaTs.'' 

Thta  utotion  wbb  advocated  by  Mr.  UaoOM 
and  Mr.  Eppeb,  at  eome  length,  and  briefly  by 
Mr.  Wi(.aOH :  aod  opposed  by  Mr.  Ktna  aad  Mr. 
Babboub;  after  which  the  questioa  was  taken 
on  the  motion  and  decided  in  the  nt^tivt— yeaf 
II,  nays  22,  as  follows: 

Tus  — Measn.  Barrill,  Crittandan,  Didmnea, 
Eppaa,  Ifaeon,  Morrow,  Boggle^  Talbot,  Tayloc, 
Tidienar,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Meaaia.  Bariwnr,  Dagfatt,  FteaaanliB,  Oait 
lajrd,  Ooldabennigb,  Honey,  Hnntse,  Johasna,  King, 
Laoock,  Laaka,  Morril,  Otia,  Boberis,  Sanbtd,  Smi*, 
Stokaa,  Storar,  Tait,  Van  Dyke,  WUUbbm  ef  HMs- 
sippi,  and  Williams  of  Tannsaaat. 

The  amendments  wan  then  ordefad  t«  be  ea- 
gioaaed  aad  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tiaaa  as 
amended. 

FainAy,  April  17. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaeatativas 
iniiaroied  the  Senate  that  the  Honat  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originBted  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  Bct  to  prohibiilhaintrodnetion  of  slaves  into 
any  port  or  place  within  the  jnrisdietiOD  of  th* 
Uoiled  States,  from  and  after  tbe  firat  day  of 
Jannary,  in  the  year  of  otir  Lord  1S06,  and  to  re- 
peal certain  parts  of  the  same,"  with  ameadmeDta, 
ID  which  they  request  the  eoneDrrenoe  of  tbe 
Senaie,    They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
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MI  to  ooDlions  in  foTM,  from  and  after  the  thir- 
tl«th  of  Jne,  1819,  antil  ihi  thirtietb  of  Jane, 
1S26.  ihe  fonrfb  paragraph  of  the  finr  a«ctJoo  of 
th«  act,  raiiiled  'Aa  act  to  reguUia  the  datiM  on 
imporiE  Bad  tonnafc,  aod  for  oth«r  parpoaea  ;"  in 
which  bill  ihey  reqaeil  iha  coacurreDce  of  the 
Senate.    , 

The  bill  laat  raenttODed  wmi  read  twiee  bf 
aBauBwoa  eoDsent,  and  refwred  l«  lb*  Coanii- 
lee  »  Coamieree  and  UtoaCieiiiraa. 

Mr.  BAitroKB.  fltini  aaiil  oominitiee,  KjMmid 
the  wid  bill  without  amndmeDt. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  coniidei  the  amend- 
mcBta  of  ibe  HoDK  of  ReMeientatiree  to  ihe  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  iatrodnctioB  ot 
■Uvea  into  any  port  or  place  wiihio  Lhe  juritdje- 
IJ9B  of  the  United  Sta«M,  frooi  and  afier  the  fiiu 
day  of  Jauua rr,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1606,  and 
lorcfeatoertaiapanaof  Iheumft"    Whereapoa, 

Smehad,  That  tbef  ootiMr  ihareiB. 

Mr,  Vau  Dvkb  pretenied  the  petition  of  Thoi. 
Fletcher,  Sidner  Qardiner,  John  Sioddart,  and 
Rtifv*  Trier,  of  the  ciif  of  Philadelphia,  pro- 
prieion  of  a  new  and  gsefiil  improTement  for 
makiof  *crew«  of  wire,  commoDly  called  "wood 
wrewa,'*  praying  a  sfMcifie  daly  may  be  laid  on 
the  importatioD  of  such  articles ;  and  the  petition 
waeread. 

Mr.  Sahfobd,  (iota  the  Committee  ob  Com- 
merce and  Maanflicturei,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  eniitied  "Ao  act  to  increase  the  duties  on 
ceruJD  nuQufaclured  articles  imported  into  the 
United  States ;»  and  lUo  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
providing  for  tbe  deposite  of  wines  and  dislilled 
•pirits  in  public  warehouses,"  reported  them  kt- 
erally,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  OoLssBORonos.  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Golamoia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  Incorporate  the  Co- 
lumbian  loMiiute  for  the  promotion  of  arts  and 
scieBces."  reported  the  tame  without  ameDdmeni, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
•  of  tiM  10th  instant,  requeninf  a  fall  state- 


aiaaioM  t  *^  af  rMd  tharaio. 

TIm  Be— m  teatmMl  tbe  emeiderattoa  of  the 
npoTtof  tbeCommiileeofClBims,ta  wbomwM 
nmred  Ihe  petition  of  LienEcnant  Samtiel  Brown: 
and  in  concnrrenee  therawith,  tbe  petitioner  bad 
iMivn  to  withdraw  hie  papers. 

Tbe  bill  Miiiiled  "Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Bnlliran,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paMwI. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than Amory.  jr.,  aod  of  tbe  npresenutiiTes  of 
•"•■ tt  C.  Amory,  deceaMd,"  wai  read  a  third 


The  fclll  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Beo- 
Jaaain  Beny,"  wae  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  hill  eotilied  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bfajor 
Lorinc  Austin  and  Oewge  R.  Welli,"  was  read 
a  ibird  time,  antl  rnMtd. 

Mr.  Laoooe  submitted  tfaefoUowiag  resolntisn 
for  eoiwidemtioB,  whieh  wai  read  and  passed  u 
the  wcoBd  reading: 

;  That  Bebert  Twae^,  To 


aJDoaifcMert 
vent  tami,  tw 


■MstiBla  to  Ike  SMfeiBt^.  Anna 

the  Senate,  be  pail,  OM  «r  the  CSV- 
dtdlin  pet  differ  eadid^tiiey 

tbe  Bwiale  darinf  the  pttaeat  as*- 
mmt  af  CeBttvse;  and  that  Oharia  Timi  ba  abo  «1- 
IommI  two  daiUaa  per  day  At  Ua  altaadanos  dnrfatr 
the  preMit  bmssob  of  Congns*. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  public  building* 
and  for  furnishing  ibe  Capitol  and  President^ 
House,"  hating  been  repotted  by  the  committee 
correctly  engroued,  tbe  bill  was  read  a  third  lime 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

Tbe  smendTDeots  to  the  resolution  directing 
the  completion  of  ibe  surrey  of  ihe  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  and  for  ibe  establishment  of 
naval  arsenals,  and  for  other  purposes,  baring 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly-  en- 
grossed, the  resolution  was  read  a  third  lim«  as 
emended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill,  entitled  "Att 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jabn  Watk  ;"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  the  PBEainEHT 
reported  tbe  bill  to  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a 
tbird  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considerBtioa  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  respecting  the  organization  of  the  Army,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  together  with  tbe  amend- 
ments re|)orted  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afihirs  ;  and  the  amendmeais  having  been 
agreed  to,  ibe  PsBaiDEitT'  reported  tbe  bill  to  the 
House  amended  accordiagly ;  and  the  ameod- 
ments  beiuK  concurred  in,  they  were  ordered  (o 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  he  read  a  third  time  as 
amendeil. 

The  Senate  reinmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  aa  act,  entitled  'Ao  act 
relating  10  settlers  on  lands  of  the  Uniied  Sutes  ;" 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the 
Pbesioekt  reported  the  bill  to  tbe  House,  and  it 
passed  lo  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  John  Dillon  ;"  and  no  amend- 
ment baring  been  made  thereto,  the  Prebidekt 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jonas  Barrisoa;'  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Psbbi- 
nairr  reported  the  bill  lo  the  House,  and  it  passod 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  vt^on  leer  mounted  cavalry;" 
and  no  amendment  ha  ring  been  made  thereto,  the 
Pbesidbnt  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it 
peued  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senal«  naamed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coaaidemtion  of  the  bill,  euitled  "An 
net  fu  th*  relief  of  a  oompaay  of  rangers;"  and, 
on  mntion  by  Mr.  WiuAuta,  of  Tannraiat,  tba 
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I  Beojamm  JohMoa;"  ind  t^e  bill  haTio^ 
bean  kBUtoded,  lbs  Pbmidbut  reported  it  u>  ibe 
Honte  Kdeordiagly;  and  the  ■BindowBi  baing 
conenned  in,  it  wa«  ordered  to  b«  cnipoNcd,  end 
the  bill  be  rnda  tbiid  time  uaaocBikd. 

Tbe  Seneie  raancd,  u  in  Commiitee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  coMideniioo  of  the  bill,  catitled  "Aa 
■CI  to  loereaw  the  pef  of  the  oulitiB  while  in 
KCliul  iTTTice,  aod  for  other  purpotee;"  »d  do 
amcBdnwit  beriog  been  mede  ihereto,  the  Pmb- 

T  reported  the " 

third  teadiBf. 

The  Benaie  rcaoraed,  u  ia  ConiMitee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  couideration  of  the  bill,  eotitled  "Aa 
aei  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  aad  ebiUren  of 
Jaeob  Oraeff,  deecaaed  i"  aad  ao  aoiandmeat 
hBving  beea  made  thereto,  the  PaaaiDaKT  re- 
ported the  hill  to  tbe  Houm,  and  it  pasted  lo  a 
third  readiag. 

The  Seaale  reMned,  m  id  Co«nittee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  cooMderaiioD  of  (be  bill,  eotitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Haary  Kiac ;''  and,  after  de- 
bate, tha  farther  eoaaiderauoa  iheiaitf  waa  poai- 
poaed  an  til  tOH«orrow. 

The  Senate  reuiacd,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coBN'deratiOB  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  ftteodlr  Creek  In- 
dians of  the  mixed  blood,"  lagether  with  (he 
amendmeats  reported  tberaio  by  tbe  Committee 
on  Public  LandB;  and  tha  ameadmen'e  haTias 
been  agreed  to,  iba  FaEaiDaHT  reported  tbe  btH 
to  ihe  Uouie  anwodad  aceordiiiglFf  ^Bd  the 
amendoMau  being  eoaeanad  (a,  they  were  or- 
dered to  be  aDgrofeed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  ai  amended. 

The  Senate  reeumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  (be 
Whole,  the  coiwideraiion  of  the  bill,  eatitled  "Aa 
act  to  lacreaee  the  datiea  on  iron  in  bar*  and 
holla,  iron  in  |»gak  caslingi,  oaib,  and  alam ;"  and 
Ihe  tHll  having  brnr  aamded,  tha  PaaaiaiaT 
reported  it  to  tbe  Uoaee  aecordiiwlr ;  aad  on  the 
qoestion  lo  agree  to  atrike  out  oTeeetion  I,  line 
13,  "  oae  dollar,"  being  (be  rate  of  da(f  per  boa- 
dred  weight,  on  iroa  in  ban  aad  bold,  manafac- 
tured-without  toUiog,  it  was  deteriBiBed  ia  tbe 
affirBHtire— reae  19,  naf*  15,m  followi : 


tia,  QaOard,  Oolditoieath,  Mu     _ 

Uaoaa,HaiiBl,Otk,  8Biilb,BMBa,BtaaM,Tait,Tw- 
loi,'WilliuuorHi«iMn«t,aBdWilliamiofTiMMsai 


TbeameBdmeat*  briag  eoncntred  ia,  they  ivwre 
ordered  to  be  engroueo,  and  the  bill  be  rMd  a 
(bird  time  aa  aateaded. 


SaTUBDAT,  April  IS. 

The  PauiDEHT  comraoaiealed  a  letter  froM 

Beajamia  O.  Trl^i  pteeeatiDg  to  the  Somm  a  I 


copT  of  the  Declaration  ot  American  lad^tea- 
dence,  lately  executed  and  published,  being  tba 
first  and  only  fac  simile  copy  of  the  eignatares  of 
ihat  imporiBDi  docamcnt  ever  copied  or  pn^ 
lisbed ;  aad  (be  letter  waa  read. 

Mr.  WtuaoN,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
tbe  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  to  increiue  the  compee- 
sation  of  deputy  postmasiers  in  cerlaia  easeti" 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendmcDt,  which 
was  read. 

The  resolutioa  to  authorize  the  pay  to  Iba 
aasislaois  to  ibe  Sergeant^i-Arms  aitd  Door* 
beeper  of  ihe  Senate,  was  read  ibe  second  aad 
third  times  by  tioaniatoiii  coaseat,  and  passed  as 

Baolved,  Thai  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simp- 
son, and  George  Hicks,  assisiaots  to  the  Ser- 
geant-sl-Arnu  and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be 
paid  out  of  Ibe  coniiDgent  fund  two  doliata  per 
day  tot  each  day  they  may  hare  aiiended  the 
Senate  duriog  tbe  present  sesiian  of  CongreM, 
aad  that  Charles  Tims  be  also  allowed  two  dol- 
lars per  day  for  his  sctetidance  during  theprEseot 
letsioD  of  Congress. 

Mr.  JoHKeoN  sabmitted  the  fotlowia;  motion 
for  consideration ; 


,._  _.  jame  enbjeei,  be  rdmed  to  Ae  Sec- 

raury  of  the  Treasary,  aad  Au  he-be  directed  to  re- 
port a  plan  to  the  Senate  at  thab  neat  eessiim  for  tbe 
sdjtutBMnt  of  Ae  ct^ais  to  had  h)  the  said  disDictt. 

Mr.  RoBiBTa,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims, 
(o  whom  waa  referred  (he  bill,  eaiitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brown,"  and  also  tha 
bill,  eotitled  "An  aet  for  tbe  reliel  of  Benjamin 
BiTd«ll  aad  William  8.  Foster,"  reporiwl  the 
sane,  sereially,  withoat  aawndmeat. 

The  Seuie  resamed,  Bi  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  Gonsideraiioa  of  the  bill,  eatilled  "  Aa 
aet  making  the  port  of  Bath,  in  Maaaaebaaetta,  a 
port  of  entry  for  shipa  or  Teasels  arriving  from  UiB 
Cape  of  Oood  Hope,  aad  fron  plaees  beyand  tha 
stune,  and  for  esiablishiDg  a  eoUeciiwi  distriat 
whetaof  BeUaat  shall  ba  the  pmt  of  entry ;"  and 
no  aBkeadmeM  having  been  made  theiato,  the 
pKBHaan  reported  the  bilt  to  the  Hoaae,  aad  il 
passed  to  a  third  teadiog ;  and  i(  was  read  a  thM 
lime  by  aaaainoBs  eonaeai,  aad  paaaed. 

The  Seaate  leavmed,  as  in  Committee  of  Ibe 
Whole,  tbe  oo(uidaiatien  of  (be  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
aet  £n  (he  relief  of  John  B.  Dabney ;"  and  im 
ameaAneat  haviag  been  made  thereto,  the  Faaa- 
lEMMT  repoKed  the  bill  to  the  House,  aad  il 
passed  10  a  third  reading ;  aad  it  was  read  a  third 
time  by  aaaainona  consent,  and  paased. 

Tbe  said  amendmeoi  having  baeo  reported  by 
Ibe  eomoiittee  oorreeily  engrossed,  tbe  bill  waa 
read  a  third  time,  as  ameoded,  by  aaaninous  eon- 
sent,  aad  passed. 

The  Sanate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
aet  to  incorporate  the  f-^in—fci**  Instttate  far 
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tbe  jtromotiaii  of  arts  and  wiencM  g"  and  the  bill 
bwriDK  been  amrnded.  (he  Pbebideht  reported 
it  10  loe  Honse  accordingtr  >  *nd  the  eDieadtaeot 
being  coacarred  in,  it  wai  ordered  to  be  engroEtei], 
and  ih«  bill  was  read  a  tbird  lime  at  amended. 

The  SeiMtB  resumed,  M  io  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole,  tbe  eomideraiioa  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
aet  proTiding  for  the  depoaite  of  wlaei  aDd  di*- 
tilled  spinit  io  public  <rarehons«i ;"  and  the  bill 
baring  been  imeDded,  Ihe  FBEStDBNT  reported 
it  to  ibeHouKaceordiaglr;  and  tbe  amendment! 
being  concurred  in.  ihey  were  ordered  to  be  eit- 
groned,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time  ai 
amended. 

The  said  Bmendment*  baring  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrotaed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  b;  ananimons  consent,  and 
ptued. 

Mr.  Lacock  sDbraitted  the  following  recolation 
for  consideration ; 

SaUotd,  That  Uteie  be  paid  out  of  the  cantLngant 
ftmd  of  (hii  HoiiM^  to  Bobeit  Tweedj,  Tobiu  Bimp- 
•on,  »nd  George  Hicki,  tbe  auin  of  one  bundled  dol- 
lar* each  fiit  extra  HTricei. 

On  motion  bj  Hr.  Fkohektiei,  to  strike  out 
before  George  Hickt,  the  word  "and,"  and  to  in- 
sert tbereafier,  "  tod  Charles  Tima,"  it  was  de- 
lermioed  ia  the  negative — yeas  7,  nafs  18,  as 
follows  : 

TsA*— HeMTS.  Daggett,  Fiomenlin>  JohnMa,  Bui- 
fcrd.  Smith,  WillUnu  of  Tmwmm*,  and  WiUon. 

Nah— UeM*.  BaitHMir,  BnrriU,  GaillNd,  QoUrt«> 
longh,  Hnatar.  Lacock,  Leake,  Mottil,  Monow,  No> 
bUi  Otii,  Boberti,  Sugg>e«.  Blorer,  Tail,  Tsjlor,  Ticb- 
enor.  Van  Djke,  and  WilUaou  of  MiiiiMippi. 

The  reaolutioD  was  then  read  the  second  aod 
third  time*  by  unanimoaa  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  increase  the  daties  on  ceitaio  manafac- 
tnred  Brtlcles  imported  into  the  Onited  Statei 
and  tbe  biUharing  been  amended,  thePaEaiDni 
reported  it  to  ibe  House  nccordingly;  and  the 
ameodmenli  being  concurred  in,  ibcy  were  or- 
dered to  be  engroMed,  and  tbe  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  as  amended. 

Tbe  said  ameodments  having  been  repotted  by 
the  cwnntiUee  correctly  engraaed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  lime  as  amandcti,  by  unanimous  con- 
tent, and  paiaed. 

The  Senhte  reaiimed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  oi  the  hilt,  entitled  "An 
aot  to  continue  in  force  from  and  after  tbe  30th 
of  June,  1619,  uoiil  the  30ih  of  June,  1826,  the 
fonrih  paragraph  of  the  first  section  of  the  net, 
entitled  "An  act  to  r^ulaie  the  duties  on  imports 
aod  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the 
bill  baring  been  amended,  the  PRsainaNT  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordiogty;  and  the 
amendment  being  concarred  in,  it  was  ordered 
(o  be  engrossed,  and  the  hill  read  a  third  lime  at 
amended,  and  the  said  amendment  baring  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrosied 
the  fail)  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amended,  by 
nnanimouf  consent,  and  pasted. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  Ihe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Henry  King;"  and,  on  mo-  ■ 
lion  by  Mr.  Ticbenos,  the  farther  conaideration 
thereof  was  postponed  nntil  the  first  Monday  in 
June  nexL 

A  message  from  the  Home  of  Repreaeniatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  do  not  con- 
cur in  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  aet  making  appropriations  for 
the  public  bnildings,  and.  for  furnishing  the  Cap- 
itol and  President's  ooute ;"  and  they  do  concnr 
in  the  Tesidne  of  the  amendment*  to  the  said 
bilL  They  hire  concurred  in  the  amendmentB  of 
tbe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  ibe  'Aet  for  tbe  punishment  of  certain 
crime*  against  the  Uniteif  States'  and  to  repeal 
tbe  acts  therein  mentioned,"  except  tbe  ■erealh 
amendment,  which  tbe)[donot  conearin.  They 
hare  passed  the  bill,  which  originated  in  tbe  Seo- 
■le,  entitled  "An  act  coDceraiiigtonnafte  and  dis- 
criminating duliea  in  certain  cases,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  hare  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  oompensalioa  of 
theelerktin  the  different  offices ;"  a  tull, entitled 
'An  act  for  [he  relief  of  Hadame  Foideren  f  abill, 
entitled  "Ad  aetsupplameotary  to  the  tereral  acti 
making  appropriations  for  the  year  1818 ;"  a  bilL 
entitled  ''An  net  tapplementary  to  tbe  sereral 
Bots  relatire  to  direct  taxes  and  internal  dnties;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  set  to  suspend  the  tales  of 
certain  lands  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana  and  Ter- 
lory  of  Misiouri ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for 
changing  the  compensation  of  the  receivers  and 
register*  of  land  offices;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Major  General  John  Stark;"  a 
bill,  eatilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cornelia 
Haaon  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  eetablisb  and 
alter  certain  post  roads;"  aod  alao  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  inralid  jMnsionB;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  conenrreoce  of  the  Senate. 

The  ten  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
lereiallr  passed  to  tbe  sceond  reading- 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  the  clerks  fn  the  differeoi 
offices,"  and  also  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Madame  Polderen,"  were  tererally  rea4 
the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  ter- 
erally referred  to  the  Coramittee  of  Claims. 

"rhe  bill,  entitled  "  An  aet  supplementary  to 
tbe  serenl  aeu  making  apjwopnations  for  the 
year  1818,"  was  read  the  aeoond  time,  by  nnaa- 
tnou*  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An  aet  supplementarr  to 
the  tereral  acts  relatire  to  direct  taxe*  and  inter- 
nal dnties,"  was  read  the  second  time,  b;r  unan- 
imon*  content,  tnd  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Tbe  bill,  eniiiled  "An  aet  to  soapeod  the  sales 
of  ceriBio  land*  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana  and 
Territory  of  Missouri ;"  and  also  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  ebtn^Dg  the  compensation  of  the 
teceirers  and  register*  of  land  offices;"  were 
aererally  read  Ihe  second  time,  by  unantmooa 
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eaoHat,  bimI  ssrerailf  referred  to  the  Committee 
OD  Pabtie .  Land*. 

The  bill,  eniitlrd  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mi- 
jor  Q^nerkl  Jobn  Surk;"  »t>i  alio  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "Aa  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Coraelia  Mason  ;'' 
were  seTerally  remd  the  Mcood  time,  bv  nnani' 
moiiB  eoasent,  and  teTemlljr  referred  to  ine  Com- 
miitee  on  Peoiioni. 

Tlie  bill,  eniitled  "Att  net  to  establiifa  and  allai 
eettain  post  rondi,'*  wis  read  the  secoDd  lime,  by 
aD«oimotisconKat,aod  referred  to  ibe  Com  *' 
lee  OD  Poit  Office*  and  Post  Roadt. 

The  bill,  eniilftd  "Ad  act  coDeerDiac  ioT 
peoiioai;"  was  read  ibe  lecoad  time,  by  unan- 
Imous  conaeot,  and  on  motion  bjr  Ht.  Laoodk, 
the  forther  coniideraiioD  thereof  was  poetponed 
uaiil  the  firtl  Mooday  in  June  nest. 

Tfae  Senate  proceeded  lo  consider  the  first 
■iDeDdment,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  <rf  Rep- 
reHeDtatires  to  Ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  set  roaking 
appropriatioBB  for  ibe  public  buildiogs,  and  for 
famishioK  the  Capitol  and  Pretident's  bogae," 


Wht-reopan, 

ACMrfved,  1  .        ._ 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  coniider  their  MTcotb 
■meaAmeoi  to  the  bill,  ebiitled  "An  net  in  addi- 
lioo  to  Ihe  'Aet  for  Ike  puaiahmeot  of  eerlain 
Crimea  uaiiMi  ihe  Dnited  Biaiea,*  and  to  repeal 
tb«  aets  Ui«reia  meBtioned  ;"  disagreed  to  by  the 
Houkc  of  RepreieDlatiTe*."    Wbereopon, 

SetolPed,  That  tbcf  recede  therefrom. 

Tiie  Beoaie  proeeeded  to  eoDsider  the  amend- 
ment* of  the  House  of  Repreien  la  tires  to  the 
bill,  euiitled  "An  act  eoneerniDf  tonnage  nod 
diwrimlnaiiog  duties ;"  and  thejr  wer«  referred 
tu  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Bdaonfac- 
lare*. 

Ur.  HoiBOT,  from  the  Committee  no  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jamea  Mackajr,  of  the 
HiMouri  Territory,"  reported  the  same  with 
ameadmeDts. 

Mr.  Moaaow,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
Bet  for  tite  relief  of  Jonathan  D.  Kuary  and  John 


Ihe  Hon.  Qboboi  W.  Cahpbbll,  noticing  the 
rcaignaiioB  of  bis  seBt  in  the  Senate  ;  woien  was 
rrad,  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Williamb,  of  Ten- 
Bes>«e,  the  PssatDBUT  was  Tequealed  to  notify 
ihe  Bseeuiire  of  the  Siue  of  Tennenee  of  this 
renignttioo. 

8nen  t/doek  in  the  timing. 

Mr,  SiiiTfl,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jndi> 

eiary,  tu  whom  was  referred   the  bill,  entitled 

"An  act  sopplemenury  to  the  sareral  acts  refa- 

lir«  to  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties;"  reported 

lb«  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 

considered  as  in  Committee  of  ibe  Whole;  and 

nu  araeaJmenl  having  been   made   tbereto,   the 

Pbbbioent  reported  it  to  the  Mouse,  and  it  passed 

to  a  ibird  reading ;  and  it  was  read  a  thiril  lime, 

by  uoanimuus  cooMot,  and  passed. 

On  BOtioa  by  Hr.  Willuimb,  of  TenncaiM, 

15tb  CoH.  1st  Sbm.— 13 


Alfred  M.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  bad  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition  and  papers  ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Mil  iiirj  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Alexander  Lerie,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  moiioo  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  the  me- 
morial of  lbs  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  inbabiianis 
of  Ihe  city  of  NewOrleana;  the  pelition  of  Dan- 
can  Mc Arthur ;  the  memorial  of  the  Miuisaippl 
Convention  ;  thepeiition  of  Alexander  Macomb  j 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Bullet) ;  the  pethioit  of 
John  T.  Hall  and  others ;  Ihe  petition  of  snndrv 
iDhabiiaoti  of  the  town  of  Vincennes ;  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Brady,  of  Pennsylvacia  ;  the  peti- 
tion of'Tfaomas  Qoldin  and  others;  the  petition 
of  Samuel  Kohn,  of  I^ouisiana;  the  petition  of 
th  e  axec  utris  and  executors  of  ToDissant  Dnboi*. 
deceased  ;  Ibe  pelition  of  Jeremiah  Qmvry  ind 
others ;  the  petition  of  John  Baptist  Valle,  of  Si. 
QencmTe;  the  memorial  of  the  New  York 
Irish  emigrant  association  ;  the  memorial  of  tha 
Philadelphia  Irish  emif;rint  aaaociatiDn;  tbeme- 
morial  at  a  nam  her  of  inhabiiaois  of  ib«  province 
of  Texas;  the  pelition  of  Benjamin  S.  Smoot 
and  others ;  and  alio,  Ihe  memorial  of  Lake  Tier- 
man  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  Hibernian  So- 
cietv  in  Baltimore;  were  disebarged  from  tha 
fnrtoer  coasideration  thereof,  respectively. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  VarDvkb,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  Ibe  petition  of 
John  Sergeant,  of  Vermont,  and  also  the  peti- 
tion of  Samnel  Kerkendall,  of  New  Jeney,  were 
diacbai^d  from  Ihe  farther  consideration  thereof, 
--^pe ell  rely. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  ibe  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  B.  and  P. 
Jouraao  and  biolfaers;"  in  which  iber  request 
the  eonoarrenee  of  the  Senate.  Tbey  nave  alto 
passed  the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  valaries  of  eer- 
offieers  of  the  Government,  with  anieiid- 
nenis,  in  which  they  atso  request  the  eonncar- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tfae  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Represen  tat  ires,  to  tha 
bill  last  mentioned }  and,  on  the  questton  to  agraa 
to  tbe  filYb  amendment,  to  wit :  Line  fi.aner  the 
word  "doliari,"  where  It  occurs  the  last  time, 
inaert  the  following,  viz:  "to  the  Chief  Jvstlea 
of  the  United  SiaHs,  five  thonnad  dollars,  and 
10  each  of  the  judge*  of  the  Supreme  Court,  four 
thoOMod  Are  buaared  dollari,"  it  wasdeiermioed 
in  Ihe  negaiire-^eas  13,  nays  13.  as  follows: 

Tats— 'MeHTs.  Barboor,  Burnll,  FramMtlin,  Hm- 
sty.  Hunter,  Johnson,  King,  Otis,  Sanferd,  SMke*^ 
Storar,  Van  Djke,  and  WilUaiBS  of  Tsdusmsb- 

Nats— Messrs.  Ej^ies,  Oailbtd,  La«o«^  Haeoa, 
Monil,  Morrow,  SotiMts,  Smith,  Tail,  Talbot,  Taylei, 
Williams  of  Missiasinii,  ind  Wilson. 

And  it  was  Revived,  That  the  Benaie  agree  to 
the  l«t,  2d,  3d,  and  4th  amendments,  of  Ihe  House 
of  Repreaeo  tali  res,  to  the  said  bill,  with  tbe  fol- 
lowing modification,  to  wit; 
That  tbe  salarias  of  tha  Seeiatariea  «f  Sloia,  Tna»- 
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That  tbe  Senate  diugn«  to  the  fifUi  amendmeiit, 
and  agree  to  the  liith  emendmetil,  to  tbe  laid  bill. 

The  bill  last  broQ^bt  up  foi  coDcarrence,  was 
raad  twice,  by  unaDlmous  conseDi,  and  refened 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  A&irs.     . 

TbeameDdmeiiiB  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
ToapeciiDg  the  orsaniiaiion  of  ibe  Army,  and  for 
oiber  purpoiei;"  hating  been  reported  by  the 
comDtiilee  correctly  engrosKd,  the  bill  was  read 
ft  third  lime,  as  amended,  and  paaied. 

The  amendmeau  lo  (he  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  ibe  relief  of  certain  friendly  Creek  Indian*,  of 
tbe  raised  Uood,"  baring  been  reported  by  the 
«eBimitlee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  w^a  read 
%  third  time,  and  poiied. 

TkeameadmeD»  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  iocrease  the  duties  oa  Iron  in  ban  ahd  bolls, 
itoD  in  pig«,  caitinrs,  nailE,  aod  alum,"  baTios 
beeli  reported  by  ine  committee  correctly  eo' 
frOBsed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime,  as  amead- 
ed^nd  paued. 

The  ameodmeut*  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aei 
for  the  relief  of  Captain  Henry  Gist  and  Caplaio 
Banjainin  Johuoo,"  har iag  b«ea  reported  by  the 
couBtttee  eoireclly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bilL  estiiled  "Ad  act  for  ibe  relief  of  tb 
widow  and  children  of  Jacob  Orae^  deoeascd, 
was  read  a  third  time,  end  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  foe  the  relief  of  John 
Work,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Dillon,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
sas  Harrison,"  was  read  a  third  time,  nod  paaiedi 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  eoniiaue  io  force 
va  act,  entitled  'An  act  relating  to  settlers  oa 
laads  of  the  United  Slates,"  was  read  ■  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  eatitted  "An  act  to  iocrease  the  pay 
of  tbe  militia  while  in  nctual  serrice,  and  for 
«ther  pnrposes,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Th«  bill,  eamied  "An  aet  for  the  rolief  of  toI- 
•atear  monnied  caralry,"  was  read  a  third  lime, 
a»d  passed. 

Ur.  HoRBit^  froM  the  Commiltee  on  Peii' 
MOBS,  (ovhom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  the  relief  of  Mejot  Oeaeral  iloha  BtBrk," 
nported  the  a^e  withoni  amendment. 

On  nolioa,  by  Mr.  Vah  Dtxi,  (be  Commiuee 
M  Peuioas,  who  wer«  iasirueled  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  granting  a  peDtiofi  to  Qeo^e 
Bell,  were  disahatged  /ram  the  furihcr  coosidEr- 
Mi«M  IbereoC 

Mr.  KiHH,  from  the  Canmitlee  on  Finance,  lo 
whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
•appIemeBtary  to  the  net,  entitled  '  An  act  lo 
regulate  the  collection  of  doiin  on  Imports  and 
tonnate,  passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1790,"  re- 
ported tbe  same  with  amendments,  which  were 
read,  and  considered  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole:  and  tbe  amendments  baring  been  agreed 
M,  the  Pbhidrnt  repotted  (be  bill  to  (he  Honse 


amended  aceotdiogly ;  and  the  amendments  bcins 
concurred  in,  ibey  weie  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  April  SO. 
Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  (he  Stale  of  Ohio,  praying  tb«  es- 
tablishment of  a  land  office  at  Piqaa;  he  aUo 
presented  the  petition  of  Rufui  Earioo,  with  co- 
pies of  documents  ;  Thepeiiiion  of  John  Jarrot, 
of  HissDuti  \  the  petition  of  JoHn  Myers,  of  Mis- 
souri \  and  the  petition  of  Jeduihaa  Kendal,  of 
Missouri  ;  and  the  petitions  were  lererally  read, 
and  laid  on  file. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RoaBBTs,  the  Commiltee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  (he  petition  of 
Thomas  Hall  ferrey,  anrreyor  and  inspector  of 
the  port  of  Charleston  i  the  peiiiioa  of  Samuel 
Miller,  brevet  major  in  the  service  of  (he  United 
States;  the  petition  of  Joseph  Siorer,  collector 
of  Kcnnebnnk;  and  also  the  tesolution  of  tbe 
Senate,  of  the  Uih  Febroaty,  1818,  insUuetiDf 
ibem  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieocf  of  providing 
for  the  ezamioatioD  and  allowaoce  of  moaeja 
paid  by  the  State  of  Massachuseits  for  the  sap- 
plies  and  services  of  the  militia  of  (ba(  Slal^ 
employed  during  (he  late  war  in  itie  common 
defence,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  due  upon  prin- 
ciples of  equity  and  justice,  were  dischaiged  mm 
the  further  consideration  thereof  respectively. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacoce,  the  committee  lo 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
live  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
tbe  Alabama  Territory^  praying  to  be  empowered 
to  incorporate  companies  for  ibe  purposeof  form- 
ing inrnpike  roads,  &e.,  were  ditCMr^ed  from  the 
further  consideration  (hereof. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Kiho,  the  eommidee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  (be  Preoident 
of  the  United  States  respeeiio^  the  claim  of  iha 
heirs  of  Coron  da  Beamnarehaia,  were  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  tbereofl 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  (be  Cammittee  oa 
Naval  AOsirF,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pelitMS 
of  John  B.  Timbarlaku,  praying  an  equitable  ad- 
justment of  his  aecouot^  as  purser,  with  (he  Na- 
ry Department,  were  dischaEged  from  tbe  farther 
eonsidcratian  thereof. 

On  motioo  by  Mr.  Babbook,  the  commiuaa 
(o  whom  was  referred  ibe  petition  of  Daniel  Pet- 
tibone,  of  Philadelphia;  and  also  (he  petition  of 
Daoiel  Pettibone  for  himself  Exekiel  Chapmui, 
and  Josiab  Nicholls,  were  discharged  from  tbe 
further  conaideraiion  thereof  letpectirsiy. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WiLBox,the  Committee  m 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  refar- 
red  the  petition  of  Lorini;  A.  Walder,  aadoibers, 
of  JackHtnborDUgh,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ing ihe  eetablishmentof  a  post  office,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  eoosideraiion  thereof, 
aod  it  wss  referred  to  the  Pustmuler  General. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ao  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  aet  to  rega- 
late  tbe  colleoliea  of  daiies  on  imports  and  lon- 
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sage,*  pMMd  tke  sMosd  Af  of  Uitek,  ITW." 
haringtMn  reported  by  tb«  swnaiillM  eonwcw 
eBpoMcd,  tbe  faUl  m*  rvad  a  thai  (Mia  m  anMiid- 
ed,  and  futhM  aawoded  by  QHniBMia  eoiwaiit, 
and  paaed. 

Ur.AloB»iiq  from  tbeCoaiiBttiM  oa  PceMOH, 
to  whom  wM  referred  ifae  bill,  catklcd  "An  act 
for  the  nticf  of  CoTMlla  Hatoo,"  Mpontod  it  wUh- 
eni  onModBaDl;  and  ibe  bill  waa  eoaaidcted  u 
in  Cottiwtue  oftlie  Wholo;  aad  no  amendneat 
bsTing  been  Bade  tbctato,  the  PKaaisuiT  repofl- 
•d  tlM  hill  to  ibe  Howe,  and  it  peayed  to  a  tbird 
icadiBf }  aad  it  was  read  a  tUid  time  bf  niMBi- 
sMina  eameal,  aod  paned. 

Ui.  Hmbow,  Iroai  tho  Comnitlee  aa  Fablie 
Laads,  to  wkom  wu  ttttnud  ibe  bill,  entitted  "Aa 
act  to  laspead  iba  lala*  of  carlain  laodi  in  the 
Stale  of  LoniHaaa  aad  Tarrilorir  of  Hinonrl," 
reporudii  witbovtaneadment;  aad  the  bill  waa 
ceaiideied  ai  in  Conatiltae  of  the  Wkole;  aad, 
OB  iMtiM  br  Ht.  Tut,  tka  farther  ooaiidentioo 
tbeieof  waa  poitpoBed  witil  Uondar  aesL 

Mr.  lAoMMOw,  from  the  Ceoiiaitiae  on  PabUe 
Land*,  to  wton  wa>  referred  the  bill,  eatitled  "Aa 
ael  for  chaaging  the  eoMeoMtioa  of  leeaiMiB 
aad  Ttgiaten  of  ibe  kad  ottees,"  reported  ii  witk- 


ODt  amcDdmeat,  and  the  bili  waa 

in  CoBtaitlae  of  the  Wbola ;  and  haviaa  bien 

amended,  the  Faaataan  toperud  it  to  ihalbMa 

aceordingl"    ""'"' *       '  '' 

red  in,  ibei 


aeeordinglr ;  and  the  ameadnenii  beiiue< 
red  in,  iber  were  ordered  to  be  engrosiea  ai 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended.    The  bill 


waeiheo  read  a  third  time,aa  a[Deiided,b]r  niuut- 
imone  eooeeni,  aad  pasted. 

Mr,KiH8,  iniB  the  Commitue  on  Fiaaaet^ 
w^m  was  rcftired  (U  bill,  aatilled  "An  acteup- 
ptonewar*  to  the  eevMal  aeu  aiakiag  appwpria> 
uoM  f«  tJM  iFaar  leiS,"  repotted  the  same  wil' 
oat  ataeodmeot,  aad  toe  fciU  was  ooawdered 
bk  CoBuaiitee  of  the  Whole ;  and  no  amaodDBcni 
having  beea  made  thereto,  the  PaaaiDiaT  report- 
ed it  to  the  Hooae,  and  it  passed  to  a  tliird  read- 
ing ;  and  it  was  read  a  third  time,  bjr  nnanimon* 
noaeent.  and  passed. 

Mr.  SUaroKD,  froat  the  Committee  on  Cora- 
meree  and  MaanlJMtore^  to  whom  waa  referred 
ihearaaadDUBt  of  the  Howe  of  RepreseaUtives 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  cooeeroing  loaaaga 

Z   "--.laiaatiae  da'  '"  "" 

portod  the 
upon 

JStohed,  That  the  Snisie  eoacar  therein. 

The  Senate  reiDmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  cenuderatioo  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

act  to  increase  the  compeosation  of  certain  depB- 

tr  postmasteri  in  certain  eases;"  and  the  bill 

hariog  been  amraded,  the  PanunT  reported 

it  10  the  HooN  aeeordinglr ;  aad  the  ameadmant 

being  eoBcnrred  in,  it  wae  ordered  to  be  engrass- 

ed  and  the  hill  to  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion  that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  third 

time,  ii  was  objected  to  as  being  against  the  rale. 

Ur.  RoaaaTB,  from  the  Commiitae  of  Claims, 

to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  a«l 

for  the  relief  of  Hadame  Poiderin,"  reported  the 

taae  withoal  anaadiaieai,  and  the  bill  w 


atdeted  ae  in  Commiitae  of  the  Wh^ )  aad  a» 
aaeadmani  hariag  beea  nude  thereto,  the  Paan* 
dent  reported  it  to  Ae  Hoase,  aad  it  naasad  to  a 
third  rradiag,  and  it  was  read  a  third  tine  bf 
tmaninoas  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Wiuaoif,  fton  the  Committee  on  Poet  Of> 
flees  and  Post  Roads,  to  wbom  waa  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  t»  cetaUiah  and  alter  eei> 
lain  post  roads,"  reported  the  nme  with  am«id- 
meats,  which  were  read  and  ceneidered  as  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whote;  and  the  amendmairta 
haTios  beea  agreed  to,  the  Paaentmr  reportad 
the  bill  to  the  Hoose  ameaded  acoordinglr  i  "B^ 
rimeab  beiag  ooaearted  in,  laer  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  aad  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  as  ameaded. 

oaaar^  fi«m  the  Commf  tle»of  Claima, 
was  referred  the  bill,  eatiiled  "An  aet 
la  regolaia  and  fix  the  eompenaalioD  of  the  elerha 
in  the  different  ofleee,"  reported  ibc  same  with 
amendments ;  which  were  read  and  cansidered 
ae  in  Cemmluee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  amend- 
meaiB  harmg  beea  agreed  to,  the  PiiaioaiiT  !*• 
ported  the  bHl  to  the  Hotiae  ameaded  aeoording- 
Ir  i  aad  the  ameadoieate  being  eoneorred  in,  Atf 
arere  ordered  to  be  eagreeeed,  and  the  bill  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended.  Tne  bill  was  then  read 
a  tlurd  tisw  as  amended,  bj  naaaimou  eonsrat, 
aad  passed. 

Ur.  Kmo,  from  the  Committee  oa  Fimnee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enlitted  "An  aet  to 
aotborize  the  pajnaeat,  in  eeriain  eases,  on  ae- 
eoant  of  Traaanrr  notes  which  have  been  loot  or 
deMroyed,"  reported  the  same  without  amead- 
meat ;  and,  oa  hb  motioa,  the  further  eoBiideia- 
tioa  thereof  wae  postponed  aaiil  the  flrst  Hon- 
daf  in  Jalr  next. 

The  Senate  lesamed,  as  ia  Committee  of  Ae 
Whole,  the  eoasideiation  of  the  bill,  eatitled  "An 
set  for  the  relief  of  James  Msckar,  of  the  Hia- 
tanri  Territory,"  together  with  the  amendmeats 
reportad  ibnato  by  the  Committee  on  PaUie 
Laadei  and  the  amandmaots  hariog  been  agreed 
to,  the  PnBMBniT  reported  the  bill  to  the  HMia 
amended  aecordingly;  and  tbe  ameodmeota  be- 
ing ooaearred  la,  &if  arere  ordered  to  be  aagroes- 
ed  and  the  bill  be  read  a  tbird  time  as  amended. 
The  bill  waa  then  read  a  third  time,  as  anutided, 


niited  tba  following  n 


Mr.  FaeamTni  m 


Jasfcirf,  That  after  Jx  d^  iwa  Ibe  esnuasnee- 
meat  ef  a  eaeoad  m  aihaafeaataaarieoef  an^  C«b- 
greee,  alt  I^i^HiTi  bajaias  «hkh  at  die  elaea  of 
the  next  (aecadiag  saadia  rsmalaad  andsleiwiaai  ia 
tboBswels,  shall  bsnanmed  aaJaOad  on  in  tha  aa— 
■aaaasr  as  if  aa  a^einuMat  had  not  taken  place. 

And,  on  the  aoestioa  to  agree  thereto,  it  was 
determined  in  the  aegaiire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Oommiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioD  ot  the  bill,  entiOed  "An 
aet  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  D.  Esasry  and  John 
Seybold,"  together  with  the  amendmeata  report- 
t:d  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Laada^ 
and  the  amendments  haTiog  been  agreed  to,  the 
PxaainiKT  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hoaee  amcad* 
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td  ■CGOrdinglf ;  and  the  BmendracDU  being  con- 
curred ID,  [bef  were  ordered  to  be  eogroned,  and 
the  bill  be  read  a  (bird  linte  m  ameaded.  The 
bill  was  tbeo  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  hj 
anaDimoDs  coDseat,  and  paaied.  The  title  waa 
amended  lo  aa  to  read,  "An  act  fot  the  relief  of 
Joha  S^ybold." 

The  Senate  resnined,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conaidetstion  of  the  bill,  eoiitled  "An 
act  for  (he  relief  of  Benjamin  Bitdutl  ai>d  Wil- 
liam B.  Foster ;"  aod  no  amendmeot  bariiif  been 
■lade  thereto,  tba  Pbbbid£iit  reported  tlie  bill  lo 
Iha  HoBK,  aod  it  patsed  to  athini  readiag;  and 
the  bill  was  read  a  tbiid  time  bf  Dnaaimoiu  con- 
aent.  and  paased. 

Hr.  RoBEBTB,  from  the  Commillee  of  Claimt, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  AnderaoD,"  retried  the 
aame  without  ameodmeDt;  and,  oa  hia  motion, 
ibefnnher  conaideratioB  thereof  was  poatponed 
antil  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  reaamed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  ISih  ioauni,  "  That  (be  reports 
of  the  eommiuioaera  for  the  diatricls  east  and 
weat  of  PeatI  river  In  West  Florida,  relative  to 
land  elaimi,  together  with  the  memorials,  petit iona 
and  other  papera  addressed  (o  (he  Sertate  upon 
tb«  aame  aabjeet,  be  referred  to  tbe  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  aod  that  be  be  directed  to  report 
a  plan  to  the  Senate,  at  their  next  aeauon,  for 
the  adjuitmeni  of  the  claims  to  land  in  (he  aaid 
diatricLs;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ib«  conaideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brown  j"  and  the 
fnriher  copaideration  thereof  waa  postponed  until 
Ibe  first  Monday  in  July  nexL 

The  Senate  retomed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Wbule,  lb e  conaideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  fur  the  relief  of  Major  General  John  Stark ;" 
and  the  bill  heTingbeen  amended,  the PaasinflNT 
reporiad  it  lo  tbe  House  accordingly ;  and  the 
ameudment  being  concurred  in,  it  waa  ordered 
lo  be  engroased  and  (he  bill  be  read  a  (hird  time 
aa  amended. 

On  motion  that  the  biU  be  now  read  a  third 
time,  a*  amended,  it  was  objec(ed  lo,  as  being 
againat  ihe  twelfth  rule  for  eoadueting  boeineas 
in  the  Senate. 

Od  motion  by  Mr,  Fboiuiitik,  that  th«  aaid 
rule  be  BUapenaed,  ao  far  aa  it  respects  the  laid 
,  bill,  it  waa  determined  in  the  negairre. 

A  meaaage  from  (he  Hooae  of  RepreaenlaliTea 
laformed  (be  Senate  that  iheHunae  do  not  agree 
lo  (be  modifiraiiooH  proposed  by  tbe  Seatie  (o 
their  first,  teeond,  third,  and  fourth  amendments 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  th«  sala- 
rica  of  ceriaio  offieera  of  Oorerament ;"  and  that 
ibey  insist  on  their  fifth  amendment  lo  the  laid 
bill. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  araend- 
■ncnia  of  the  Hun<e  of  RepreaenlaliTea  to  the  bill 
last  mt-niioned:  Whereupon,  On  motion  by  Mr. 
Daoobtt, 

Hetalved,  That  they  insist  on  so  touch  of  their 
BoditicatiDu  of  tbe  ftrsi,  aecood,  third,  and  fonnh 


amendments  ofthe  Houae  of  RepresenMtive*  aa 
applies  to  the  salaries  of  tbe  Secretary  of  State, 
and  Secre(ary  of  the  Treasury ;  lba(  they  reced« 
fmn  ao  mach  of  their  modiScaiion  of  said 
amendmenla  as  applies  to  tbe  aalaries  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  Nary;  and  (ba(  they  recede 
from  their  diiagreement  to  tbe  fifth  amendmeDt. 

Mr.  Robbitb,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  net 
for  the  relief  of  B.  and  P.  Joardan,  brotbeta,"  r«- 
ported  (be  same  wilfaoot  amendment. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  RepreaentatiTea 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  hare  pamed 
abill,  entitled  "Anact  for  transferring  iheclaiiaa 
in  the  office  of  the  Commiaaioner,  lo  the  Third 
Auditor  of  the  Treaauryj"  in  which  hill  they 
reqneat  the  ooncnrrenee  of  tbe  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  reed  twice  by 
unanimont  eonaent,  and  referred  to  the  Comtnit- 
lee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  (faereoD  ; 
and  the  bill  haTing  been  reported  from  aaid  com- 
mittee without  amendment,  it  was  eoDaidered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  j  and  bo  amendment 
baring  been  made  thereto,  tbe  pKaaiDaicr  repott- 
ed the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading ;  and  it  waa  read  a  third  time,  by  onaal- 


Tt  Ou  Senate  of  the  UnOed  StaUi.- 

I  tTanamit  to  th«  Senate,  a  copy  of  the  raUa,  rafu- 
lationa,  and  instnictioiis,  far  (he  tixitk  seme*  of  the 
United  States,  prepaied  by  the  Board  of  Naiy  Com- 
missioDen,  in  obedienca  to  an  act  of  Conrreaa,  pasaed 
7th  of  Febrnar;,  IBIB,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
suead  the  leieial  acta  for  eataHishiiig  a  Ns*7  I>s- 
pHtmaBt,  bj  adding  thereto  «  Board  of  CommiMOMn." 
JAMES  MONROE. 

WASnaaTOit,  Apnl  M,  1818. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documenb 
were  read. 


their  disagreement  to  tbe  modificadoD  proposed 
by  (he  Senate,  to  the  first  and  second  amendmeats 
of  the  Honse,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
crease  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of  Qoretn- 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments adhered  toby  the  Home  of  Represenutives 
to  the  bill  last  mentioned.  Wbereuponj  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  BinBOUR,  the  further  conaideratton 
of  Mid  bill  was  postponed  unlil  Monday  neit. 

Tbe  SeoBie  adjonmed  to  fire  o'clock  in  the 
erening. 

Fins  o^doek  in  tht  eaenuif  . 

The  amendmenta  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  esiaUisb  and  alier  certain  ftost  roads,"  baring 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed by  ananimous  eonsent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  at  in  Gommitlee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  B.  and  P.  Jourdao,  brothers  ;" 
aad  ao  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


HISTOBT  OF  C0NOBES8. 


394 


A<^atnuHeMt, 


SiRATB. 


PRisimiiT  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hoase  j  mnd 
it  paned  to  a  tniid  rcBdiog. 

Od  motioD,  that  the  bill  b«  now  read  a  third 
time,  it  was  objected  to  br  Mi.  Laoock  ai  being 
■gaiiul  the  tivelAh  rale  for  conducting  butiness 
in  the  Senate. 

Oa  motion  bjr  Mr.  Jobrbon,  that  the  uid  role 
betnspended,  so  far  ss  it  respects  the  «aid  bill; 
it  wu  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  BteMacre  from  the  7*  "      "* 
ioformcd  .     _        _.. 

carted  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
entitled  "An  act  to  eslabliih  and  alter  certain 
post  roads ;"  except  the  latter,  to  which  they  hare 
disagreed. 

TheBeiMte  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  diiagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representalirea,  and  receded  there- 
irom. 

On  motion  by  Hr.  Maook,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  join llv  with 
snch  committee  as  may  btappointed  on  thepait 


of  the  House  of  Repreaenlatires,  to  wait  on  the 
Preiideal  of  the  United  Stales,  asd  notify  him 
that,  nnless  he  may  hare  any  further  eommoni- 
eaiions  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
they  are  ready  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Maoon  and 
Mr.  Kino  were  appointed  the  said  eommitiee. 

A  messsge  from  the  House  of  RepreseotHtires 
informed  the  Senste  that  the  House,  baring  fin- 
ished the  business  before  ihem,  are  about  lo 
adionrn. 

Mr.  Maooit  reported  from  the  joint  committee, 
that  they  bad  waited  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  no  far- 
ther eommnnication  to  make  to  the  two  Honses 
of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Beeretarr  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  thst  the  Benste,  baring  fin- 
ished the  Legislatire  business  before  them,  ara 
about  to  adjourn. 

Whereupon,  the  PniBinHT  adjourned  the 
Senate  to  meet  on  tlw  third  Moikday  in  Norea- 
her  next. 
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PBOCEEDIKGS  AND  D£BAT£S 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIV18  OF  THE  UNITED  STATB)^ 

AT  THE  FIRST  SEBSION  OP  THE  nPTEBHTH  CONOKESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY 
6r  WASHINQTON,  MONDAY,  DBCBKBEB  I,  Itl7. 


UoifKAf,  DeeenbeT  1, 1817. 
Tbii  beins  the  d*r  appointed  by  die  CoMtitn- 
tion  of  the  United  Suiei  for  tb«  nMliojr  of  Cod- 
grem,  the  following  memben  of  tbe  Moaie  of 
RepreMDUiiTu  «ppMTed,)>rodMed  tJieir  creden- 
tiftU,  aa4  took  tlwir  aenU,  to  wit : 

From  Xev  .ffiunodUre— JmUi  Bvthr,  Clifton  Ch- 
■  Hkta,  Aithnr  Livnsore,  John  ¥.  Fsnott, 


From  ,    

C.  Alle&.  Walter  Folger,  jr.,  Joahua  Oage,  John 
Holme*.  Hnrna  Mortu,  Itnmitb  Nelaon,  Beqjeuin 
On.  Album  K.  Fairia,  Nathanial  Bag^w,  Zabditl 
Bsiapaoii,  Hsncj  Shaw,  Nathaniel  BibtMa,  Bolomon 
Stfonti  *nd  Eiekiel  Whitman. 

From  Shede  hland — J<Aii  L.  Boaa^. 

From  ConuutKut — Uriel  Holnwa,  Ebaneiet  Hont- 
iBgdon,  Jonathan  0.  Moaetey,  TunolbTpitkin,  Samuel 
B.  Sherwood,  Nalhaniel  Tvzj,  and  Thomaa  8.  Wil- 
lienu. 

Fntit  Femmf— -HeBBB  AUan,  Bamnd  C  Cialta, 
Wdliam  HoatCT,  Onmn*  C.  Menfll,  Ouuk*  Bich, 
and  Mark  Bicharda. 

From  Nem  ftnb— OliwrO.  GnMO^DwM  Cm- 
gar,  John  P.  OiMhmu,  Jriu  B.  Dinka,  Benjamin 
EUkntt,  Jo^ah  HaatuMict,  John  Haafclmer,  TbomM 
H.  Hubbard,  William  Irring,  DorraDce  KMend,  Thea. 
Lnnei,  J«lu)  Palmeii  Jane*  Foitci,  John  BnTage, 
Fhilv  J-  Sdimbr,  Tiedwell  Sewlder,  Jehn  0.  SoeMel, 
Henry  B.  Btoin,  Jamai  TaUmadte,  jr.,  Jehn  W.  Tar- 
lot,  Caleb  Tompkina,  Getwge  Towneand,  Peter  H. 
WendoTer,  Benaellaer  Weeterio,  Jamea  W.  Wiftin, 


Frvm  PenntyhanUt — Williao 


Bodeu,  laaac  Dariingtoo,  Joae^  Hsiater,  Joaeph  Hop- 
hineon,  Bamoel  D.  iDfham,  William  P.  Haday,  DiTid 
Mnreband,  Hobert  Moon,  John  MarTay,  Thomaa  Pat- 
lenoD,  Levi  Pawlinf,  Adam  Beybert,  Jacob  Beanfla, 
Cbriatkn  Tarr,  Jemaa  H.  Wallww,  J^n  WUMaide, 
•nd  WUKam  Wikon. 

From  Ddawaro—lMiuM  McLane. 

Fnm  Ji«rytea4— ThomM  Cnlbrath,  John  C.  Her- 
bert, Peter  Littto,  Oeorge  Peter,  Philip  BMd,  Saunel 
Binggold,  Samael  Smith,  and  Philip  Btnart. 


CcdatoD,  Bobert  B.  Oamett,  Wfltiam  McCoy,  Chariae 
P.  Mereer,  Horii  Nekon,  nmna*  Newton,  Jamee 
Pindalt,  Jamea  Pleaaanta,  Alexander  Smyth,  Oaorgk 
F.  Strother,  Henry  BL  Oemfe  Tneker,  end  J«bn  l^ln. 

J^vm  Sirtk  CirvHaa—WMtM  N.  Edwatda,  Da- 
aM  M.  Pon^,  Thoaaaa  H.  H^  Oaef|«  Mnniftii, 
Jamaa  Owen,  Lemuel  Bewyar,  Tliomaa  Settle,  Jeaa* 
Sloenmb,  Jamea  8.  Smith,  Fdiz  Walker,  and  Lonia 
WUUama. 

From  South  Core&'M-^eeaph  BdUniat,  WiUtav 
Lowndea,  Henry  Hiddleton,  Stephen  D.  Millar,  and 
Sterlini  Tucker. 

From  Gmvw— Jeel  Abbott,  Thomaa  W.  Cobb, 
Zadeck  Cook,  Joel  Crawfaid,  John  For^th,  and  Wil- 
liam TerreU. 

From  Kentaehf — Blehard  C.  Anderton,Jr.,  HeWT 
Clay,  Joaaph  Daha,  Bichard  M.  Johnaoa,  Aothoqj 
New.TuDatall  ()nar1e8,jt^OearKeBobertKni,T)uniiaa  . 
Spaed,  David  Trimble,  and  Darld  Walker. 

From  7%niM*ee»— William  G.  Blount,  Franda  Jmiw, 
Qcorge  W.  L.  Marr,  wd  John  Rhea. 

From  OMo—Lvii  Batbar,  Pfailemfm  BeeohM,  Jolu 
W.  Campbell,  WUUam  Henry  Harriaon,  and  Samoal 
Berrisfc. 

From  I 

~     %L 

ELECTION  OF  BFEAKEB,  &e. 

AqaoTum,eatisiatiD(of  a  majorily  of  the  whole 
number  of  membera,  Dciag  present,  ibe  Houu 
then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker.  Ob 
counting  the  voles,  it  appenred  (hat  of  147  volea 
given  in,  there  were  for  Hekbv  Clay,  143^  for 
Samdel  Bhith,  6;  btaolc,  1. 

So  that  Mr.  Clav  waa  declared  lo  be  dulf 
elected  Speaker;  and,  being  coodiicied  to  the 
Cbair,  the  uanal  oath  was  adminiaiered  to  him, 
bf  Mr.  Bambtt  ;  when  the  Spbakih  made  bia 
acknowledgmenu  to  the  Honsa  in  ihe  following 


■ably  I  the  ezlent  and  magnitude  of 
ni^Mi  toita  charge;  and  thebrilliaBt 

^ nog oonfederaey,  whoee  deatinyuaj 

uatarially  aibeted  by  the  legialation  of  Coograaa, 
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Standing  CommiUett. , 


Dbcimsbh,  IS]  7. 


the  HoDia  of  BapnaaDlmtiTci  juitl;  rank*  unongit 
Ihs  moat  emiDent  delibenliie  bodiei  that  ha*e  eiiibtd. 
To  bo  appointed  to  preaide  it  it*  delibeittioo*,  u  an 
ezilted  honor,  of  which  I  antetUin  the  higheit  Mnie ; 
■nd  I  pray  you  to  aeeapt,  for  the  flattering  tnuner  in 
which  yea  h&ve  conferred  it,  my  profound  acfcnonl- 
•dgmenU. 

"If  I  bring inbi the  Chaii, gentlemen, the adTinlaga 
ef  Kime  experience  of  ita  duliea,  far  from  inipihag  me 
with  nndoe  confidence,  that  experience  iBrvea  only  to 
fill  ms  with  diatroal  of  mjoira  capacity.  I  have  been 
taught  by  it,  how  ardnou*  thoae  dutiei  am,  and  how 
twaTailing  would  be  any  eSbrti  of  mine  to  diacharge 
them,  without  the  liberal  aupport  qnd  clieering  countB' 
nance  of  ibe  Home.  I  •hall  anxiooalj  aeek,  gentle- 
men, to  merit  that  aopport  and  coantenance,  by  an  nn. 
deTiating  aim  at  imputiality,  and  at  the  preaaTTatioQ 
of  that  docorum,  withoat  the  obwrranm  of  which,  the 
puUic  buaineaa  mnat  be  illTtratuacled,  and  the  dignity 
and  the  diaractet  of  the  Houae  aanonaly  impaired." 

The  membcra  having  been  serenillr  qualified 
ij  lalctDg  the  oath  (o  aupporl  the  Constiiutioa, 
toe  House  proceeded  to  elect  a  Clerk.  On  count- 
ing the  ballou,  it  appeared  that  144  Totea  were 
given  in,  all  of  which  were  for  Tbohas  Douoh- 
IBTT,  who  reanmed  hit  place  as  Clerk  of  the 
House. 

Tbomas  Claxton  waa  then  re-«(^inted  Doo^ 
keeper,  Bsmjaiiih  Bdbcb  Asaiaiani  Doorkeeper, 
■ihI  Thomas  Dorn  Sergeani-il-Arma,  without 
oj^KMiiion. 

After  (he  vstial  incipient  proceedinga,  and  io- 
tercbaDgJDg  messages  with  the  Senate,  the  House 
tdjoarnetl  to  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

ToisnAy,  Decembet  2. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Jersey  .EFBRAiiiBaTBUAH  I  from  Virginia,  Wil- 
liam J.  Lewis  I  and  from  Tennessee,  Tbohab 
Ct^uoBNB  and  Tbomab  Hoqq,  appeared,  pro- 
duced their  ctedenlials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  HoLHEB,  of  Maasaebuaetis,  from  the  joint 
committee  appointed  veslerdar  to  wait  on  the 
Pfesident  of  the  United  States,  reported,  ihat  the 
committee  bad  performed  that  service,  and  that 
the  Prbbidbrt  aoswered,  ihai  be  would  make  a 
oommuoication  to  the  two  Hooses  of  Congress 
lo-day,  at  13  o'clock. 

A  Message,  io  writing,  was  then  received  from 
the  Pbebidekt  of  tbe  United  States,  which 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  Commiiiee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union ;  and  five  tbou- 
aand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  (he 
use  of  tbe  members  of  tbe  Houae.  [For  this 
UcMige,  see  Senate  proceedings  of  this  date,  page 
12.] 

WBDNsaDAT,  December  3. 
Beveral  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  JoBN  Sbboeant;  from  Virginia,  Fetbb- 
aoB  OooDirvN  and  Tbohab  M.  NELaoMi  and 
from  South  Carolina,  Wilbdii  Nebbitt, appealed, 
prodnaed  their  cretleniials,  were  qualifiaif,  and 


The  Spbaseb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  John  Gardiner,  Chief  Clerk  in  tbe  Geoernl 
Land  Office,  accompanied  wiib  two  copit^a  of  a 
map  of  the  bounty  hods  in  the  Illiaois  Territory, 
engraved  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers  of  the  late 
army ;  i^hich  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Shits,  of  Maryland,  tbe 
House  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  the  Staitd- 
log  Committees,  pursuant  to  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House.    They  are  as  follows: 

CommitUe  of  Wayt  and  Means— Mr.  Lowndes, 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Mt.  Burwell,  Mr.  Pit- 
kin,  Mr.  Abbott,  Mr.  Bergeaoi,  and  Mr.  TrimWe. 

(ff  Eleetunu— Mr.  Taylor.  Mr.  Tyler,  Mr.  Mer- 
rill, Mt.  Shaw,  Mr.  Boss,  Mr.  Whitman,  and  Mr. 
Strong. 

Of  Commerce  and  Mani^aclurei — Mr.  New- 
ton, Mr.  Seybert,  Mr.  Moseley,  Mr.  Irving,  of 
New  York,  Mr.  McLane,  Mr.  Crawford,  and  Mr. 

tydatms— Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  Baiemaa,  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Huai- 
ingtoD,  Mr.  Schuyler,  and  Mr.  Walker,  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Far  the  DUtrict  of  CWamWa— Mr.  Herbert, 
Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Peter,  Mr.Boden.  Mr.  Sirother, 
Mr.  Claiborne,  and  Mr.  Cobb. 

Ok  the  Public  Land* — Mr.  Robertson,  of  Losr 
isiana,  Mr.  Anderson,  of  EeDlackv,  Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr.  Terrv.  and 
Mr,  Marr,  '' 

On  Prirate  Land  Claim*— Mr,  Herrick  Mr. 

eisler,  Mr.  Pindall,  Mr.  Hogg,  and  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins. 

On  the  />o*f  Q^  and  Pott  Soadt—Vlt.  Ing- 
ham, Mr.  Slotini,  Mr.  Barbour,  of  Ohio,  Blr. 
Townsend,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Mr.  Colston> 
and  Mr.  Terrilt. 

On  Pennont  and  Itewluiumary  CXaimt — Mr. 
Rbea,  Mr.  Wilkin,  Mr.  Buggies,  Mr.  William  P. 
Maclay,  Mr.  Sherwood,  Mr.   EUieoti,  and   Mr. 

Of  Public  Exptnditurtt—Mx.  Deriia,  Mr.  Ait- 
dersen,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Qanett,  Mr.  Cuak- 
man,  Mr.  Culbreib,  Mr.  Hnnier,  and  Mr.  HoLcae^ 
of  Connect icuL 

On  fh«  Judidaty—lAt.  Hugh  Nelson,  Mr.  Hop- 
kinson,  Mr.  Spencer,  Mr.  Eldwards,  Mr.  Beecber, 
Mr.  LtTermore,  and  Mr.  Hale. 

OfAcccunU—Mt.  Little,  Mr.  Bennett,  and  Hi. 
Allen,  of  Massac  ho  setts. 

O/Revual  and  UnfinUhed  Sttrinets— Mr.  Sav- 
age, Mr.  Whiteside,  and  Mr.  Wesierlo. 

On  tht  Exptndituret  in  the  O^artment  if 
State— Mt.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Hasbrouck,  and  Hr. 
Scudder. 

On  the  Expendittof  in  the  Treaiury  Depart- 
ment—Mr,  Lowndes,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Vermont,  and 
"r.  Marchaod. 

On  the  Expenditure!  in  the  War  JDtpartmmt-~ 
Mr.  Johnson,  ofKentucky,  Mi.  Tucker,  of  Soaih 

irolinn,aad  Mr.  Herkimer. 

OntheExpauiilure»iatheNavyDiparltnent-~ 
Mr.  Pteasania,  Mr.  Siorrs,  and  Mr.  Sampson. 
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Reference  of  the  JUutagt. 


H.orR. 


On  the  Expenditant  tn  tM  Pott  Ogiix—Ut. 
loeham.  Mr.HubtMrd,  and  Mr.  HuaiingtOD. 

On  Ike  ExpendUura  on  the  PuAlic  Building*— - 
Hr.  Tucker,  of  ViriiuiB,  Mr.  Drake,  *ad  Mr.  Orr. 

REFBR^NCE  OF  THE  MEBSAeE. 

On  molioQ  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
House  resolved  iiself  inlo  a  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole  on  rhe  state  of  ihe  CdEod,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Uarylaoil.  beiog  called  to  the  Chair. 

The  Pretideni'a  Mesuge  wai  the  sahjeet  of 
coniriderBiioii. 

Mr.  Tatlob  moTed  a  «eri«i  of  resolutions, 
embraeiDE  ibe  following  refereaces  of  Tarious 
pant  of  the  Message  : 

•'Raehed,  That  id  nveh  of  the  Mamtge  of  th« 
Prendent  a{  Ibe  United  8UtM  u  rclatra  lo  the  aob- 
ject  of  Foreign  Afliin,  and  to  our  commerdal  intar* 
MorM  with  British  Colonial  pert*,  b«  isfaned  lo  a 
Mleet  commit  tee. 

"That  M  much  as  lelate*  to  military  aflaini  to 
much  ••  relates  to  an  improvement  in  the  orgamxa- 
tion  and  discipline  of  the  militia;  so  much  as  relates 
la  na*a]  affiiin ;  »  much  as  relates  to  the  imprtne- 
mant  of  the  Indian  tril)e*  in  the  arts  of  chriiizad  life ; 
■o  mnch  aa  ralalaa  to  reads,  canals,  and  ssmlnaries  of 
laaininf  ;  so  mneh  as  relates  to  the  Jlieit  introductiaii 
ot  sIsTss  finm  Amelia  Island  into  the  United  States ; 
so  mach  at  relatsa  to  the  pnblio  bnildiD|a,  and  to  the 
erection  of  new  edifices  (iw  llw  aoooDmadstion  of  the 
Heads  of  Departments  and  the  AUomaj  GetMral ;  so 
much  as  relalee  lo  Ihs  snrrinag  officen  and  •otdiers 
of  Ihe  Hevelations]^  aimj,  be  aeveraUj  lefeired  t^ 
selaet  eomnittees,  wilb  leave  to  r^ort  by  biU  oi  other- 

"  That  so  much  ss  relates  to  manu&dotes  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  CammeTce  and  Manufac- 
tnies  ;  so  much  aa  relates  to  the  subject  of  lersnua 
and  the  internal  taxes,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Mean* ;  ao  much  as  relates  to  the  par- 
efaasa  of  landa  from  the  Indian  tribea,  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fabtie  Lands. 

The  first  resoluiioD  having  been  read  for  eon- 
sident'ion,  Mr.  Cult  (the  Speaker)  moved  lo 
amend  the  same  bf  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the 
following  words: 

"And  that  the  aald  conmittee  be  ifutrueted  to  in- 
fni«  whether  eaj,  and  if  anj  what,  jnOTi^ons  of  law 
— *~  inenre  to  the  American  coloaiea  of 


Ae  ezJatioK  war  between  them  and  Spain." 

Mr.  CiJkY  said,  that  bis  pr^icnliDg  at  to  earlv 
n  period  of  the  session  this  subjecl  to  the  coasid- 
eraiion  of  Ihe  House,  was  in  coosequence  of  cer- 
tain proceeding*  which  be  had  seen  lepreteated 
in  the  public  prints  as  having  taken  place  before 
certain  of  oor  eoart*  of  justice.  Two  or  three 
ease*  bearing  on  this  subject  had  come  to  hii 
knowledge,  which  he  wished  to  stale  to  the 
House.  Tbeflrii  had  oocuried  at  Philadelphia, 
before  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uoiied  Slates  held 
in  that  cilf.  The  c  ire  urns  lances  of  the  case,  for 
which  however  be  did  nol  pretend  lo  vouch,  hav- 
ing seen  them  through  the  cbauoel  already  indi- 
cated, were  ihesc — iAhBr  were  incorrectly  slated, 
he  WAS  happy  ihai  a  geBilcman  hnd  lues  hit 


eat  (hi*  morning  from  that  city,  who  would  bt 
ible  to  correct  him  :  that  nine  or  len  British  dis- 
banded officers  had  forined  in  Europe  ihe  resolu- 
tion to  unite  themselves  with  the  Spanish  peirioU 
in  the  contest  exisiing  between  them  and  Spain ; 
that  lo  carry  into  effect  this  intention  Ihey  had 
sailed  from  Europe,  end  in  their  transit  to  South 
America  had  touched  at  the  port  of  PhiladclphiB; 
that,  during  their  residence  in  Philadelphia,  wear- 
ing, perhaps,  Ihearmseodbabilimenu  of  military 
men,  making  no  diiguise  of  Iheir  inteniion  to 
participale  in  the  siruggie,  they  took  passage  in  a 
vessel  bound  to  some  port  in  South  America; 
that,  a  knowledge  of  lois  fact  having  come  to 
the  ears  of  the  public  authorities,  or,  perhaps  nt 
the  insitgaiion  of  some  agent  of  the  Spanish 
Government,  a  prosecution  was  comntenced 
against  these  officers,  who,  from  their  inability  to 

Bocare  bail,  were  confined  in  prison.  If,  said 
r.  C,  the  circumswoees  attending  Ibi*  iransae- 
lion  be  correctly  slated^  it  becomes  bd  imperious 
duty  in  the  House  to  ipstituie  the  inquiry  coB- 
temi^Bted  by  ihe  ameDdment  which  I  have  pro- 
posed. That  this  was  an  exiraordinarv  ease  was 
demonstrated  by  the  fact  of  the  cenersl  scmatioa 
which  ii  had  excited  on  Ihe  subject  in  ihe  place 
where  it  had  occurred.  Filled  as  that  respectable 
and  populous  city  is  with  men  differing  widelf 
no  political  topics,  aad  cnleriaining  various  views 
of  political  affairs,  but  one  sentiment,  Mr.  C.ssid, 
prevailed  on  this  subject,  which  was  favoraUe  to 
the  persons  thus  arraigned.  With  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  ihe  court  on  this  occ4sion,  be  would 
say  nothing.  The  respect  which,  whilst  he  had 
a  seat  on  this  floor,  he  should  always  show  to 
every  department  of  Ihe  OoTeromeati  ihe  respect 
he  enieriaioed  for  the  honorable  Judge  who  had 
presided,  foi bade  him  from  prououocing  the  deci- 
sion of  thai  court  to  bare  been  uawarranied  by 
law.  But  he  felt  himself  perfeeJy  austaineil  itt 
saying,  that  if  the  ptoceediug  was  warranted  by 
ihe  existing  law,  it  was  the  imperious  duly  of 
Congress  to  alter  the  law  in  this  respect.  Foi 
what,  be  asked,  was  the  ueolral  obligation  whick 
oae  naiioD  owed  lo  another  engaged  in  wail 
The  essence  of  it  is  this;  that  the  belligerent 
means  of  the  neutral  shall  not  be  employed  in 
the  war  in  favor  of  either  of  the  parlies.  Tbiu 
is  the  whole  of  the  obligation  of  «  third  party  in 
a  war  between  two  others.  It  cerlaioly  does  nni 
require  of  one  nation  to  restrain  the  belligerent 
means  of  other  nations.  If  those  nations  choose 
10  permit  iheir  means  (o  be  employed  in  behalf 
of  either  party,  it  is  their  buaioesi  lo  look  lo  it, 
and  not  outa.    Let  the  conduct  of  the  persona 

fi^osecnled  be  r^arded  in  its  most  unfavorable 
gbl ;  let  it  be  considered  as  the  passage  of  troopa 
through  our  country,  and  there  was  ncihlDg  u 
our  neutral  obligations  forbidding  it.  The  pav 
sage  of  troops  through  a  oeuiial  country,  accord- 
ing 10  his  impressions,  was  a  question  depending 
on  the  particular  interest,  quiet,  or  repose  of  the 
country  traversed,  and  might  be  granted  or  re- 
fused, at  its  discietion,  without  in  any  degree 
affeeiiog  the  obligations  of  the  neutral  lo  either 
of  the  parties  engaged  ia  the  coniroveity.    But 
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nralr.  Mr.  C.  said,  thia  wu  not  a  bik  of  the 

CKage  of  troops,  the  penona  apprehended  not 
iog  in  tafficient  nnmber;  not  organized  or 
aqnipped  in  inch  a  manner  as,  under  any  con- 
UraetioB,  to  eoo>tiitife  a  militar;^  corps. 

On  ibis  caw  be  would  detain  the  Hoaie  no 
tonger,  be  *aid  ;  for  be  was  tallsfied  tber  contd 
not  bQi  agree  with  him,  if  the  law  juiiified  ibe 
proceeding  ibai  had  taken  place,  that  law  oujfat 
(o  be  imiDcdiaielf  amended.  Other  cates  had 
occurred  i«  which  it  appeared  to  him  it  became 
the  Congress  to  interpoee  iti  authority.  Petaona 
sailing  nader  the  flag  of  the  pioTioces  bad  been 
arraigned  id  our  cootis,  and  tried  for  piracy ;  in 
one  caie.  after  having  been  arraigned,  tried,  and 
aaqtiiiteti  of  pincy,  the  same  iadividoala,  on  the 
tDiiigaiion  of  »  Spiaish  officer  or  agent,  bad 
been  agein  arraigned  for  the  same  otTence.    The 

Kntleman  from  Massac hntetts  would  correct 
m  if  be  was  wioog,  for  the  case  bad  occurred 
ia  the  lows  of  Boston.  We  admit  the  flag  of 
tkete  eotoniei  into  our -^ns,  said  Mr.  C. ;  we 
profeaa  to  be  neairal ;  but  if  oar  law«  pioaouace 
tbat  the  Domeni  the  property  and  peruias  nader 
that  flag  enierodr  porta,  they  shall  be  seized,  tbe 
ODeelaimff]  by  the  Spanish  Miuisier  of  Consnl 
ae  the  property  of  Spain,  and  the  other  prose- 
eiHed  e*  piraiea,  that  taw  ooghl  to  be  alteted  if 
we  mean  to  perform  our  neutral  professions.  I 
have  brought  the  sabject  before  ibis  House  thus 


fbond  a  gaardian  interest  atteodiog  to  oarper- 
Anmaaee  of  tbe  just  obligaiions  c7  Deutrafity. 
Hitherto,  he  said,  whaHrer  migfat  hare  been  our 
iBtentioDs,  our  acts  hare  all  been  on  the  other 
Bid«.  Fiom  tbe  proclamatioQ  of  1815,  isaned  to 
larmiDaie  an  expedttioa  svppoted  to  be  organ- 
jxing  in  Louisiaaa— an  expedition  existing  oaty 
Ib  tu  mind  of  (be  Chevalier  de  Onis — down  to 
the  late  act,  wbetfaer  ibe  measure  was  a  proper 
one  or  not  be  did  not  say;  bis  confidence  to  tbe 
^ceulive  led  him  to  suppose  it  was  adopted  on 
aaSeient  grounds — down  to  the  order  for  sup- 
ptening,  as  it  was  called,  tbe  eatablisbmeuis  at 
Amelia  Island  and  GalTesioo — all  the  acts  of  tbe 
CteTernraent  had  been  on  one  aide ;  they  all  bore 

r'nM  (be  colonies,  against  (he  cause  la  which 
patriots  of  Soaih  America  were  atduously 
angagcd.  It  became  as,  he  said,  to  look  to  the 
other  side,  honestly  inieading  neutrality,  as  he 
believed  we  did.  Let  us  recollect  the  condition 
of  the  patriots  ;  no  minister  here  to  spur  on  our 
Gtovernment,  as  was  said  in  an  interesting  and  it 
appeared  to  him  a  very  candid  work  recently 
publisbed  in  this  country,  respectiog  the  progress 
of  the  SoBth  American  revoluiion;  no  Minister 
here  to  be  rewarded  by  noble  honors  in  couse- 
qnenee  of  the  influence  he  is  supposed  to  possess 
with  (he  Americao  QoTernment.  No;  their  un- 
foTiuDBte  case,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  what  ours  had 
been  in  the  years  1778  and  1779— their  Ministers, 
like  our  Fniaklins  and  Jays  at  that  day,  were 
aknlkingabout  Europe  imploring  inexorable  legit- 
imacy one  kind  took— some  aid  to  lermioate  a 


war  affiienng  to  bamaDity.  Nay,  their  aitnation 
was  worse  than  ours  ;  for  we  had  oue  great  and 
magnanimouR  ally  to  recognise  us,  but  no  aation 
had  stepped  forward  to  acknowledge  any  of  these 
proTibces.  Such  dieparitjr  between  the  parties, 
Mr.  C.  nid,  deruanded  a  just  adeotion  lo  the  iti- 
[s  of  the  pany  which  was  unrepresented  ; 
[f  tbe  facts  which  he  bad  meniioned,  and 
others  which  bad  come  to  his  knowledge,  were 
correct,  ihey  loudly  demanded  (he  in(erpositioD 
of  Conp-eas.  He  trusted  the  House  would  gire 
the  subject  iheiraiteotion,  and  show  tbat  here,  in 
(his  place,  the  obligations  of  neutrality  would  be 
strictly  regarded  in  respect  to  Spanish  America. 

Mr.  Sehqeant  rose,  in  consequence  of  the 
fenitetnan  baving  appealed  to  bim,  not  to  eniei 
into  any  discnssion  of  the  <]uexiian  presented  by 
the  amendment,  but  to  speak  of  the  facts  wbicb 
were  within  his  knowledge.  Tbesialemenl  made 
bv  the  Speaker  was  lubstaotially  correct ^  it  waa 
also  correel  that  the  circumstance  had  occa«iaa«d 
considerable  sensation  aoNiig  all  parties  in  ttae 
city  of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  S.  reaapitalaaed  tbo 
priacipal  facts,  adding,  that  the  vessel  in  whick 
thasc  persons  embarked  was  taden  wiib  maoi- 
tioDsof  war.  As  respeeted  ibe  viewsan4  iotan- 
tioiM  of  the  petaoBs  appicfacBdad,  Ur.  8.  ssid,  be 
hdiaved  ihey  had  neiibce  aay  intwiiaa  aor  any 
idea  of  viobting  tbe  laws  of  tbe  United  Ekate^ 
and  that  their  eeaduet  had  been  pnfeetly  deco- 
Towand  eorreoi.  The  eourt  bad  thoogm  tber 
Jiad  ofiended  against  the  ae(  of  Congress  of  the 
last  session ;  or  *ere  so  &r  at  least  of  that  opin- 
ion, that  they  thouebt  it  necessary  lo  deUin  tbem. 
Tbe  ball  demaoded  Was  not  high;  but  they  were 
not  able  to  procure  it,  and  were,  therefore,  cocn* 
milted  to  jail.  It  was  because  of  the  correct  de- 
porlmeni  of  these  persons,  that  the  seoiimeat  in 
their  favor  had  been  so  geaeral — but  no  coib- 
plaint  was  made  of  the  court,  fur  which  ibe  mme 
respect  was  entertained  with  which  the  Speaker 
hiiuseir  had  regarded  ii.  He  had  mentioned 
these  facts  only  that  the  House  might,  when  tbe 
lime  came  for  acting  on  it,  be  aware  of  the  con- 
Btruction  i>ut  on  the  eziaiing  law,  so  far  as  any- 
bad  been  given. 

The  amendmeot  moved  by  Mr.  Clay  to  the 
first  resotuiioa  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose  and  re- 
potted their  adoption  of  tbe  several  lesoiuU'oas 
moved  by  Mr.  Tavlor,  with  the  amendment; 
which  ttie  House  agreed  to,  nem,  con.,  and  the 
committees  were  ordered  to  be  appointed  aecotd- 
They  are  as  follow : 
to  mitoi  of  the  JPrentUtU^t  Metaage  aa  re- 
lata  to  Foreign  Affaire.— Measis.  Foaarra, 
HoLUEs  of  Massachusetts,  BaRnooa  of  Tirgiaia, 
RoBEBTaoH  of  Louisiana,  Pobter,  Obb,  and 
GoonvTN. 

On  Miliiary  Affaire — Messrs.  Johnbok  of 
Kentucky,  Bi.ooiinELD,REEn,  T.  M.  Nelson, 
NEoniTT,  FoanEv,  and  Qaqb. 

On  the  Militia — Messrs.  Habbibon,  Shith  of 
Virginia,  Quables,  Williams  of  Connecticut, 
JOHEs,  Limn,  and  Mobtoh. 

On  Nav<U  Affairi^iinm.  PLEAaaflTS,  Siu- 


iugly. 
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Bpattith  Ameriain  PrtnatctM, 


H.orR. 


■SB,  Wbitdoviii,  Pabrott,  RiitoQOLD,  Sawyer, 
■nd  S  CHUT  LB  K. 

On  AtdioH  Affain— Meant.  Southard,  Wil- 
UAVB  of  New  I  ork,  Murray,  Slocuhb,  But- 
LXR,  RiCBAKSB,  aai  Tahh. 

Or  Jitumtd  Improvement— Idtnn.  Tdckbr 
of  TireioiB,  TALLMiDaB,  iKaBAH,  Btorbs,  Cla- 
OETT,  RoBBBTBoif  of  Kentackj,  and  Lawie. 

Reapectmg  AmtKa  Mand— Hesirs.  Middlb- 
Ton,  J.  S.  SviTB,  Dphak,  B  a  wye  r,  Ball,  Mum- 
rpSD,  RDtl  Cooc. 

Or  file  AtUvc  JIutliitiij*— Meuti.  Parbis, 
Babbbtt,  BBLLiROca,  Tatlob,  Pobbtth,  Fol- 
sbr,  and  Cbaitb. 

IteaaectiMg  the  mvhing  Bem^utionary  Pahi- 
«(»— Hhsis.  BloohFiil^  Rebd,  Stuabt,  Rhea, 
Skits  of  MarfiBad,  Wallace,  aod  Hall  of 
North  Carolina. 

Thibbday,  Dceembvr  4. 

Tlin«  oiber  memben,  la  wit :  rrom  PenBajrl- 
TBDia,HBif«T  Baldwih  ;  frcNn  Marrlasd,  Timiiab 
BATLEYjaad  from  Virglaia,JAKBa  Jobmbon,  ap- 
peared, Modgecd  tbeir  credeiuiBls,  w«r«  qiialiM, 
and  tooB  ihair  mbi*. 

Mr.  Sbboeaxt  prascBled  a  pelitioa  of  tha  maa- 
agere  ol  the  PaaaiflfiDia  Hoapiial,  praytafc  the 
nimbsIod  of  the  dotiea  charna  oa  the  laipona- 
Iton  of  a  paiBiing  •/  "  ChriMlicaliaif  ia  the  T*<^ 
■le,"  wkieh  waa  pmaaud  brBaajamin  Waal,  of 
LoBdaa,  to  the  Mid  iteapjtal.^Ratered  to  the 
Oommittta  of  CoainKrce  and  MaBnfaclaraa. 

Od  mMoa  of  Hr.  Gohbtooe,  the  CoBiBittaa 
aa  Hiiiiarr  Afiaira  wera  iastrovteA  lo  iaqaiia 
into  the  aipadieoof  of  Mahiaf  pioTiaiMi,  bf  law, 
for  Ua  eaamatation  iato  sioiief  af  the  aiuitarjr 
bount;  Ian  da  Kianted  b*  Coafres*. 

A  meMRge  tram  the  BeiMie  iDformed  the  Houe 
that  iba  Baaaia  hara  panad  a  rcaolQltoo,  "  for  Ih^ 
admiaaioD  of  the  State  of  MiwiMippi  toto  tha^ 
ITdiob."  Thef  ha»a  alii  pat d  a  reaolatioa  "for 
the  appointpient  of  a  joint  comiDitiee,  to  eonaitt 
of  three  membere  of  each  House,  who  ahall  bate 
the  direction  of  the  moacj  appTopriaied  for  the 
puahaa*  of  baokf  and  mapa  tot  the  oae  of  the 
two  HeoMB  ef  Confreaa,"  and  haveapfwtated  the 
Qommitiae  od  their  paM.  AaA  tber  hare  atao 
BUBed  a  rcaolaiioB  for  tha  appoiBMaaBI  of  two 
Cbaplatsa  to  CoDRcaa,  d«ri^  ihe  pttaaM  ■«•■ 
NOD,  one  bf  each  nonie,  wbaahaLI  inurcbange 
weeUf;  ia  whkfa  aaid  retoluiions  thef  aik  the 
eoneDrteaca  of  this  Hoaae. 

The  reaolation  for  the  admiaaioa  of  the  Blaie 
of  Hiatiaaippi  toW  tbe  UhIod  whs  read  twice,  aad 
CMDinitted  to  a  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  to- 


The  reaolmioD  for  the  appointUHBl  af  a  eom- 
HiilHe  to  h«Te  the  direction  of  the  mooey  for  the 
^rehaae  of  booka,  fte.,  waa  read,  and  eencnrred 
m  bj  tbe  Hoaae,  aad  Heaan.  Bitbbbt,  Wbit- 
■AN,  and  Mibdlbtob,  were  ippoiDted  of  iha  aaid 
Gommitiee  oa  the  put  of  thia  Hotue. 

Tbe  reaolutlon  few  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
kaJM  wat  read,  and  alio  concurred  in  bjr  the 
Honae. 


ro  Other  memben,  to  wit:  fran  PennMl- 
,  William  Maolat.  and  from  ViifiBM, 


Fbidat,  December  5. 

Two  other  i 
rania, 

,  appeaie  .  .         .._   

dentiala,  were  ooalined,  and  look  ibeir  aaait. 

Ob  motion  of  its.  Sstbbbt,  a  eammiltaa  «m 
ajipoiDied  to  inqaiie  into  ibe  expedienef  of  r». 
Tiuog  aad  ameadiDC  certain  act*  coaearBdag  the 
Mint  ntaUiahnKDt  of  the  United  Sntea,  and  that 
thef  hare  leave  to  report  bf  bill.  Me«Ma.  Swr- 
BEST,  Balowu,  and  ]RTiiiii,of  New  Yeak,w«ia 
appoimed  tbe  committee. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Sodtbabd,  the  Home  then 
proceeded  to  the  appointmeat  of  a  CbaplaiB  far 
Goagreai  on  the  part  of  thia  Hoaae,  and  ibe  mr«- 
rend  Adeaar*.  Balob,  Comb,  Laobib,  Alubobv 
CuMMtao,  Addibdm,  aad  Bbowb,  wen  pnt  u 
nominaiioB.  Two  ballotinBa  laok  plaee  irithni 
an  electioa  j  on  the  third.  Bar.  Alluoh  raeeivad 
84  rote*,  aad  waa  dul;  elected. 

The  SraAKBii  laid  before  the  Haaaa  a  letaee 
from  the  BecieiarT  of  the  TreaaBrv,  traaamitliaf 
the  annual  alalemeala  telatire  to  the  inierBald» 
tie*  and  direct  tax,  ai  leqaited  bjr  tha  S3d  weiaaa 
of  tbe  act  of  the  33d  of  Jaljr,  1613;  which  wtn 
ordered  («  lie  on  the  table. 

fiPAinSH  AHBBICAN  PBOTINCES. 
Mr.  KoBBBTSoiij  af  Loaiiiaaa,  aSnd  the  Mr 

lowiag  reaolntiaa  tor  eoaaderatHm: 

MmoiMi,  That  the  PuiUart  of  the  Oatted  Stalae 
ha  reaaaated  t*  lay  bafcre  (be  Hmub  of  Ki 

— *■  —' *" *-  — TpeaNM  a 

Oe  iadapa 


liticel  eondiiiaa  ef  the  piaviMaae  ef  Bpaaiafe  AoMtlM. 
Tbe  KaohtuHi  haHnc  been  read- 
Mr.  RoBBBTBOB  (aid  thai  he  avppoeed  there 
wonM  be  bo  objection  to  tbe  ada^tioB  tf  the  rest^ 
lotion  wfrich  he  bad  Jaei  wbnitted  to  the  con^ 
aideration  of  tbe  Home.  He  foaad,  from  the  late 
Menage  of  tbe  Preaideni,  that  the  aKentios  of 
the  Hoaae,  aa  wali  aa  of  iIm  naiioB,  had  been,  in 

a  geaeral  war,  dirceMd  ii    -  -. 

ptoTiaeei  of  Bpantab  Am 


America.    The  PrnldcBt 


erenla  which  aSected  their  neighbor*.  Hr.  R, 
aaitfthat,aafhr  back  BB  Ibe  rear  IBtl,  thia  anhjeci 
had  exeiled  ooBeideraMe  latereM;  thai  a  com- 
millea bad  been  raited;  the  deeleratKu  ofiade- 
pendenee-and  the  conatilDlion  of  Veaeznela,  with 
other  inficinMtton,  laid  befei*  it  hj  Ibe  then 
Prerideni,  and  a  report  en  them  aabmitied  lo  the 
HoBia.    Tbe   report   among  other  tbingt,   em- 

Creaaed  maeb  good  will  towards  the  TeneBse- 
lana,  and  an  intention  to  leknowle^  their  in- 
dependenee  whenever  that  indepcBdenee  ehonld 
be  aebiered.  Prom  that  lime  litl  the  premit, 
■ileaoe  had  been  obeerred  in  regard  to  the  aflhira 
af  that  part  of  iba  conliocnt.  The  reaaoa  w« 
obTions:  we  were  soon  afler  engeged  in  war  with 
England,  and  since  the  peace,  oor  own  ptceaiog 
Boncerns  had  ocenpied  oar  aiiention. 

The  Prealdent  ha*  spoken,  air,  of  the  interest 
and  the  armpathf  wa  feel  in  the  aflhir*  of  our 
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•ODlbera  neishbor*.  Perhips  it  maf  b«  MJd, 
with  iroih,  that  no  RUbjeci  eicilei,  ibroaghoui 
tb«  eivilized  world,  m  itroDger  internt  than  the 
coDtMt  Id  which  the  proTincea  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica are  engaged.  Everf  wiod  ihai  blows  wnfti 
to  oor  chcnet  the  scbemei  and  BpeealaiioDa  of 
EaropMn  ■taiesnen  and  politicians;  frotn  the 
frozen  regioni  of  lbs  North  to  ibe  milder  ctinim 
(tf  the  FaoiatiDla,  il  elicits  remark  aod  commands 
atteatioD.  Eren  Alezaoder,  be  who  tadiiesepis- 
!]«■  iboat  peace  and  bible  societies,  while  he 
wbeti  the  iword  of  battle  and  prepares  tbe  wea- 
poDs  of  destruction,  be.  il  is  Mid,  is  about  to  fur- 
niah  his  Cossack*  (o  add  to  the  horrors  of.  as  it  is 
•1  ready  called,  tbe  war  of  death.  The  thunders 
of  the  Pope,  100,  the  head  of  the  Cbrisliao  church, 
began  to  be  heard,  and  do  doubt  we  shalJ  soon 
Me  his  anithemas  giring  up  tbe  people  of  South 
Ameiica,  body  and  soul,  to  tbe  punishments  due 
here  and  hereafter  to  tbe  crimes  of  rebellton  and 
republican  ism.  If,  then,  to  soTernments  across 
the  Atlanlic,  the  BiiuatioQ  ofibis  people  be  thus 
iaicreiiing.  surcljr  it  is  not  a  mailer  of  stirpriee 
that  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  should  with 
•oeaeaoliciiude  tarn  ibeir  atieniion  towards  them. 
Bray  Republican  in  the  United  States  mast  la- 
ment their  diaastert  and  ezult  in  their  iriomphi: 
ihey  do  but  follow  the  ezample  we  hare  sei  them ; 
we  owe  our  glory  and  oor  fame  to  resistance  to 
ubiMry  power,  and  the  people  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica, and  all  oiban,  groaning  under  oppression, 
UDit  owe  tfaeii  elevation  and  wonh  of  cbaruter 
10  the  aame  circnmiUtBee.  Thty  do  bai  follow 
in  oor  fooutepa ;  it  is  in  *aia  lo  deny  or  disgaisc 
tfaelael;  itisknowo  throughoat  the  world— wbai< 
erer  of  injUrr  dtspatim  or  priesteran  hare  sus- 
tained, whether  from  tbe  reroluiion  of  France,  or 
that  which  now,  1  hope,  flanriahei  in  our  henis- 
phare,  is  laid  to  the  acconnt  of  our  glorious  Beyo- 
Intkin,  ftud  ibe  exeelleni  principlea  of  our  Consii- 
IvtioD. 

It  i*  to  be  teeretied,  Mr.  Bpoaker,  that  oar  «c- 
iinaiatance  with  the  people  of  Spanish  America 
is  not  more  particular  and  intimate  than  it  is: 
we  entertain  but  one  lentiment  about  them — our 
feeling*  ate  ell  in  Dnisoo;  yet  we  differ  and  die- 
pate  on  a  ratiety  of  pointa,  which  it  is  desirable 
■honld  be  DO  longer  suffered  to  remain  in  doubt. 
Mezieo,  Pern,  ChUi,  Boenos  Arrea,  VenexneU, 
New  Grenada,  are  thev  independent  1    Are  ibey 


Mrnggling  for  independence,  or  have  they  yielded 
to  their  Enropesm  tyrant!  Hare  the/  made 
known  their  Hiination  to  the  Bzeoutire  Depart- 


Hare  they  demanded  to  be  recognised 
■•  independent  sOTereigntiei  1  do  they  gorero 
themielres  ?  elect  their  agenit,  legislature,  ezeci»- 
liv^  and  jadiciary?  lay  and  collect  tazes,  raise 
and  soppori  fttmies  and  naviesi  It  is  possible 
that  these  facta  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Presi- 
dent ;  it  is  very  well  known  that  there  hare  been 
agent*,  men  of  high  respectability,  sent  pnblicly 
from  the  goTernments  of  Venezuela,  New  Qreoada, 
fiuenosAyres  and  Mezieo.  to  ibis  country,  and,  for 
anything  1  know  to  tbe  contrary,  from  other  pro- 
vinces. It  is  probable  that  ibey  bare  not  re- 
mained silent,  but  wbiterer  they  may  hare  mid 


has  not  been  made  known  to  this  House,  or  to 
this  oaiipa.  Ai  our  Qorerament  is  essentially 
popular,  I  wish  information  to  be  given  to  the 
people.  I  wish  for  information,  that  onr  judg- 
ments may  saDctioa  senlimeats  our  hearts  so 
warmly  approve.  I  do  not  mean,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  commit  myiielf  in  regard  to  my  future  course- 
it  must,  to  a  certain  extent,  depend  Upon  citcuta- 
stances.  This  Hou.ie  will  act  a*  circnmiUncea 
may  require,  but,  fur  myself,  I  bare  no  hesiiaiion 
to  say,  that,  if  it  shall  appear  thai  the  ptovinca 
of  Spanish  America,  or  any  of  theoi,  are  really 
independent,  no  earthly  consideration  shall  pre- 
vent me,  in  my  public  character,  from  acknowl- 
edsing  them  as  sovereign  States. 

Mr.  FoRBTTH  said  he  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  tbe  temper  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates  on  this  subject,  to  oppose  any  motion  for 
ioquiriog  into  it;  such  was  not  his  object;  but  he 
knew,  from  experience,  that  some  inquiries  were 
proper  and  some  dingerons.  Id  (his  case,  he 
thought  iharall  which  could  be  known  ought  to 
be  known  i  but  be  suggested  to  the  mover  of  the 
resolution,  whether  it  was  not  too  broad  in  it* 
call  oa  the  Ezeeuiive,  and  whether  it  ought  not 
to  contain  the  usual  quailGoaiion  of  ezceptiog 
lueb  information  as  the  President  mi^ht  deem 
tbe  commnnicaiioa  of  ioeompaiible  with  the 
public  interest.  Mr.  F.  presumed  tlie  President 
had  commuiiieated  all  that  he  knew,  or  all  that 
be  wished  Congress  to  know  on  the  subject;  and 
a*  it  waa  usual  in  requestiog  information  of  the 
Bzecuiire,  to  aak  for  such  only  as  the  public  in- 
terest would,  in  bis  opinion,  permit  to  be  dis- 
closed, be  propowd  eo  to  modify  this  motion;  ia 
which  shape  only  could  he  conaeoi  to  rote  for  it. 

Mr.  RoMBTBOK  signified  bis  ready  assent  to 
Mr.  FoaevTa'a  proposition. 

Tbe  rcsolntion  pasiad  turn.  con.  as  modified, 
^nd  a  committM  of  two  was  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  Prasideitt  with  it. 

The  HoQse  adjourned  to  Monday. 

M011DI.Y,  December  B. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit;  fromMaaMohii- 
aetls,  JoKATBAM  HAaox:  from  Virgioia,  AaoKi- 
BALD  AusTtH  and  Jobs  Floib;  and  frem  Ohio, 
PaTBK  HiTOBOOOK,  appeared,  ptodneed  their  cre- 
dentials, were  qnalified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Natbahibl  Popb,  from  the  Illinois  Territory^ 
and  JoBit  Scott,  from  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
having  also  appeared,  and  produced  their  creden- 
tials as  Delegates  to  represent  the  said  Terriiorie* 
in  tbe  Fifteenth  Ceogreas  of  the  United  Biatea, 
were  alio  qualified,  and  took  their  seals. 

Mr.  Bbbobbb  presented  a  petition  of  the  min- 
isters, elders,  and  sundry  members  of  tbe  Chiir 
tian  society  called  "  Menonists,"  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  praying  to  be  permitted  to  commute  the 
fines  which  are  or  may  be  imposed  on  them  for 
non-pec  form  a  nee  of  military  duty,  into  la  be  r  on 
the  public  road^  highways,  or  other  puUic  im- 
provements.—Referred  10  the  comoiiiee  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  Message  wbieb  relates  10 
tbe  Militia. 
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The  Speaker  IiH  b-forp  thp  finn--  h  l-'i^f 
from  ihe  Secretarr  o(  the  Treuorv,  trtaimitting 
bis  anoaal  report  upon  the  »i*le  of  the  flaaocpi; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Commillee  of  WHya 
■Dd  MeiD*. 

Mr.  JoBNaoN,  of  SeotockT,  reported  m  bill 
■mboriziog  ■  eommatation  of  (oldier*'  bonnijr 
IiDds. 

fIThe  first  teciion  of  tbi*  bfit  provide*  that  the 
dieri  of  the  late  and  present  army  ihall  be  al- 
lowed to  eoiDmotelheir  land  palents  or  clainii 
for  money,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  forir 
cents  per  acre,  to  be  paid  io  fonr  aonoal  instal- 
ments, br  the  pension  agents  appointed  in  the 
■everat  Stales;  provided  ihatthprebe  in  all  cases 
a  conapleie  relinquishoient  of  ill  claims  on  said 
lands  bjr  Ibe  commoialora  to  the  United  Slates. 
Tbe  second  section  of  ihe  bill  makts  the  appri>- 
[vjatioa  oeeessaiy  to  carry  the  first  into  effect.] 

Tbe  bill  was  twice  read  and  commiited. 

Mr.  JoHHBON,  also,  front  tbe  committee  to  whom 
bad  be«n  referred  the  petition  of  John  B4tca,  re- 
ported ■  bill  for  his  relief;  which  received  the 
oanat  course  of  two  readings  and  commiimeni. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pdbsttb,  tbe  Committee 
of  Coraraerce  «nd  Macufaciures  were  instrttcled 
lo  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  making  Darien, 
JD  tbe  State  of  Oeorgia,  a  port  of  entry  and  de- 
ItTery. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IiiaHAH,  of  PenDsylrania, 
a  joint  rcaolntion  was  passed  to  a  third  reading 
aathorizing  a  disiribution  of  the  new  edition  of 
tbe  Jaws  of  the  Uoiao  to  such  members  of  the 
presfDl  Congress  as  have  not  received  tbem. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hsndrices,  of  Indiana,  the 
Committee  on  the  Pjblic  Lands  were  im-tracted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  Joel 
BHrwuod  10  iramfer  to  other  vacant  lands  in  the 
JeffrnoDTllle  district  my  moneys  he  may  have 
paid  on  tbe  northeast  qoarter  of  section  twenty- 
one,  township  six,  and  range  nine  id  raid  district. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nxlbon.  of  Virginia,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commillee  uf  the 
Whole  on  Ihe  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  ad 
milling  the  Stale  of  Mississippi  into  ihe  Union. 
The  copititntion  of  the  State  hnving  been  read 
through  at  the  soggestion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  the 
Cummiitee  rose  and  reported  their  tgrcement  ro 
tbe  resolution ;  which  was  then  read  a  third  tiine 
■nd  Snally  passed. 
AHiBLIA  ISLAND  AMD  SPANISa  PAraiOT& 

Mr.  Bb>*  offered  for  eolMidemtton  tbe  follow- 
ing resohiiioD : 

Ruobed,  That  dia  Prendent  ba  TaqasaUa  to  lay  b» 
fitrs  the  HodM  of  RepmantalivM  any  lafbimatliHi  ka 
Bay  pnsassa,  and  think  prapar  to  awnineleata,  nl>- 
tive  to  (ha  pTocaadtoga  af  canaiD  paraona  who  toah 
BBaiSwloB  of  Amalia  Island,  at  lb«  Mowh  of  tba  SL 
Maij'a  rivar,  oaar  tha  boondary  al  Iha  Btala  af  Oaoi^ 
gia,  in  ibe  Hvaaar  af  ihs  ptaaaat  yaar,  and  mada  aa 
aatablialtssaiit  Ifaara  t  aad  alia  any  inforaialiiHi  b«  hatii, 
aiid  nay  think  ptepar  to  coraBiuiicala,  rebtiva  to  an 
aatabliahaiant  nuda,  at  ao  aarliar  pariod,  by  paiaoaa  at 
Uw  aama  daacriplian,  in  lha  Quir  oT  Mexico,  at  a  place 
called  Oalvaalon,  within  tha  limita  of  tha  United  Stites, 
aa  wa  eontand,  ondar  tha  caanen  of  Loiti«anai  l»- 


^h*T  wtth  lha  reaaons  Indadns  him  lo  isana  ardara 
lo  snppreis  the  said  estaUishmenta. 

Mr.  Rbia  paid  that  ihe  establishments  referred 
to  in  tbe  reioluiion  he  had  just  oEfered,  had  al- 
ready eieiied  much  attention  throughout  the 
coantry,  which  would  be  still  more  attracted  (o 
ihat  point  by  tbe  order  given  to  suppress  them. 
His  object  in  offering  thitf  motion  was  In  obtain 
such  informaiion  is  might  satisfy  Ibe  minds  of 
ihe  American  people  on  the  expediency  of  that 


_  _  FoBSTTH  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  cUum 
of  tbe  proposed  resolutions.  It  would  beau  ex- 
inordinary  course  for  the  House  to  ask  for  lha 
reasons  of  the  measure  in  quest  ion,  when  tbcy 
were  distinctly  and  saiisfaclorily  avowed  in  lb« 
Messase  of  the  PrcsidenL  To  call  upon  him, 
after  that  exposition  to  explain  the  reaaons  for  hia 
eondnct,  would  be  to  cast  a  sever*  reflection  on 
[he  Eiecnlive,  as  implying  dissatisfaction  at  the 
reaaons  already  given.  For  hit  own  part,  Mr.  F. 
aaid,  the  conduct  of  the  Bzecntiva  appeared  to 
hiiD  to  have  been  peifectly  correct;  bat  be  bad 
no  objection  to  any  bfarmaiion  desired,  If  asked 
for,  nnconoeeted  with  ibe  clause  he  had  excepted 
to. 

Mr.  HnoB  Nblsoh  of  Virginia,  twice  addreaaed 
the  Hou^e  on  the  main  subject  of  the  reaolaiioB, 
but,  being  luterrnpied  in  fais  remarks  by  incidea- 
lal  circumstances,  we  have  connected  bis  obaeT' 
vaiioris  in  tbe  following  report  of  ihe  sobatance 
of  tbem.  A  few  remarks  are  added,  which  the 
interrni'tions  referred  to,  prevented  bim  from  mt- 
kiog.  Mr.  N.  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion. Like  ihe  honorable  Spbakbb,  who  bad  al- 
loded  lo  this  matter  when  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  other  day,  Mr.  N.  said,  he  felt  his  con- 
fidence in  the  Bxecoiive  not  dlmioished;  like 
hitn,  he  frti  confident  that  Ihe  measure  of  tbe  sup- 
pression of  ibese  establish  meats,  waa  foauded,  in 
their  opinion,  in  a  just  sense  of  propriety,  and  in 
a  desire  lo  promote  tbe  public  weal:  and  he  be- 
lieved that,  for  the  satisfsctioo  of  the  public,  and 
fur  a  just  vindication  of  ihe  Executive,  these  doc- 
umeniis  should  be  rihibited.  I caoDoi  but  believe, 
said  he,  that  the  public  will  see,  thai,  in  this  mea- 
sure, ihe  conduct  of  Ibe  Oovernmeni  bas  been 
marked  by  a  doe  respect  to  the  rights  of  the  Span- 
ish provinces,  and  a  vigilant  and  piompt  attenlioB 
to  ihe  rights  and  inicreals  of  our  own  country. 
It  is  the  best  inlertsi  of  tbe  Spanish  proviacea, 
embarked  in  the  noble  cause  of  emancipatiDg 
themidves,  to  giveevidence  to  the  world,  that  al 
their  pruceedlngs  are  the  result  of  just  and  aoDod 
principles;  to  repel  and  refute,  by  a  high-minded 
and  maguanimous  conduct,  tbe  maliguant  aod 
calamnious  n  presentations,  which  would  place 
ihem  in  the  grade  of  savages  and  barbarians.  A 
just  regard  lu  the  opinionsof  ibe  civilized  world; 
a  due  esilmaie  of  their  uwn  dignity  and  self  re- 
sptci,  will  lead  them  lodiiclaim  all  connexion  with 
these  plralLcal  establisbmeDts.  Their  own  inier- 
EKi  wi>uld  lead  ihcm  to  co-operate  in  the  txiioc- 
tiun  of  these  hordes  of  buccaneers.  There  waa  a 
lime  when  ihe  union  of  McOregor,  dislinguiibad 
by  hi^  gallant  exeriiona  in  tbe  patriot  oaase  of  the 
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8paai*k  pro»iaoeB,  wiib  tbeir  o«vb1  comman^T 
Aury,  and  lupparifd  by  lona  of  ihe  bigh-minded 
■DdgRlUoE  apiruB  of  our  own  iate  military  es- 
tablivboieDl,  might  hare  l«d  lo  ibe  opioioQ  thai 
It  was  a  bold  and  valorous  enterpriae,  lo  wresi 
uosi  their  oppressora  a  portion  of  their  lertitory. 
and  bra  rely  to  wage  the  war  io  tbe  assailable  do- 
minions of  ihe  Spanish  moaarob.  But  the  mo- 
Bjeot  for  tbat  opinion  ia  gone  by— McQregor  has 
abandoned  them.  Posey,  and  the  other  gkllant 
■pirita  of  thia  country,  no  more  eire  color  to  the 
eit(erpriB&  And  have  they  not  ibemaehei  given 
ranber  proofs,  if  prooft  are  waaiing,  that  they 
ate  but  a  horde  of  boccaoeers,  ioTadiog  our  own 
terniory,and  plunderiogout  own  ciiize 
Ihe  acoounta  from  Savannah.  To  believe  that 
these  settlements  are  sanctioned  by  the  Patriots, 
would  be  to  degrade  tbera  from  ihe  high  and  dig- 
nified aiaiioii  which  they  bold  in  our  estimation. 
That  the  Patriots  ahoold  tbemselveBcounteaance 
Mch  esublishmenia,  would  be  furiher  to  deccend 
from  the  highest  pinnAcIe  of  honorable  elevation, 
to  the  Jowe»  ah^^aa  of  humiliation  aod  ceotempL 
Afen  embarked  m  the  glorioua  and  magnanimous 
auuggle  for  freedom  and  the  righu  oinian,  caa 
never  «oop  to  the  condition  of  buccaneens  ban- 
Ailti,  and  pirate*.  • 

That  tbe  pulae  of  every  lover  of  freedom  ahould 
beat  high,  in  sympathy  wjtb  the  assetiete  of  tbe 
nghia  of  man  in  every  region,  i*  eoDsonani  to  tbe 
nature  of  man  ;  but  tbat  oura  should  throb  with 
delight  at  the  auccesa,  and  recoil  lo  the  heart  on 
the  defeat,  of  our  neighbors,  onr  brothera.  inhab- 
iting tbe  same  continent,  migrating  thither  about 
tae  same  period,  and  under  circumstancea  very 
umilar— with  our  brothers  who  were  lately  suf- 
fering, as  we  did,  from  tbe  cold  and  lureeliog 
oppressioDa  produced  on  them  by  ibeir  kindred 
and  their  friend*— ia  surely  not  to  be  wondered 
at.  Similitude  of  sufieraace  in  a  similar  and 
viMuoiu  CBU>&  wUI  find  no  limit  to  its  feeling. 
But  fealiDg  will  not  give  us  the  correct  standard 
whereby  the  course  and  eonductof  the  legislator* 
mirtiated  with  tbe  goaidiauship  o{  the  righu  and 
iDtevesls  of  their  coosiiiuenta,  but  just  now  suc- 
cessfully emerged  from  tbe  same  arduous  and 
exalted  •traggle,  should  be  regulated.  Thisfeel- 
Ug  must  be  tempered  with  sound  discretion. 
SxperieDcemust  teachuaalitiie prudence.  Who 
u  there  amongst  us,  of  the  most  ardent  of  tboie 
wJiOM  reeling*  beat  mott  high  in  tb«  cause  of 
TevUQtJoaary  Prance,  and  wbo  were  moat  violent 
U  deaounciog  tbe  conduct  aod  pacific  policy  of 
the  great  Father  of  bis  Country,  for  attempting 
to  restrain  ibose  feelings  within  the  limits  of  a 
aouod  ftod  diacreet  prudence,  who  did  not,  wbeo 
experience  bad  abown  us  tbe  mad  policy  of  im- 
pjicaiing  our  desiioiea  with  hers,  who  did  not 
ofiet  homage  to  tb«  wisdom,  virtue,  and  patriot- 
urn  of  that  great  man  t  I  waa  one  of  those  who, 
as  loudly  as  any  other,  denounced  the  proclama- 
tion of  neutrality,  and  tbe— as  we  then  called 
U— arbitrary,  illegal,  and  unconstitutional  inter- 
lecence  of  the  Executive,  to  restrain  us  from  co- 
operuing  with  our  allies  io  the  eauae  of  freedom 
and  th«tighta  of  man.    The  sagacity  and  virtue 


of  tbe  patriot  now  reeeivea  that  homage  and 
respect  which  the  wild  extravagances  aod  arduit 
intemperanee  of  youth  iben  most  vehemently 
denied.  So  will  posterity  act  aod  decide,  as  to 
the  conduct  of  our  present  Ad.niaistration.  How- 
ever amiable  and  ewimable  this  ardent  sympathy 
with  our  Southern  brethren,  noblv  redeeming 
themselves  from  an  oppressive  an (f  odious  ban- 
dage, may  appear,  yet  a  coarse'  dictated  by  sound 
discretion,  and  guided  by  caution  and  prudenoe, 
in  an  Administration,  muat  meet  tbeir  appro- 
bation. Although  some  among  us  may  see,  in  tbe 
conduct  of  the  Ad  mi  iris  trat  ion,  a  one-sid^  policy  ^ 
may  see,  in  every  one  of  tbeir  acis,  from  the  pro- 
cUmaiion  of  1815,  issued  to  suppress  an  expedi- 
tion said  to  be  organizing  in  Louisiaoa,  to  the 
orderofiuppresaiog  the  estabIi»hmeDts  at  Amelia 
Island  and  Galvestos,  that  all  those  acts  have 
been  on  one  sidej  that  they  all  bore  against  the 
provinces,  uaiast  the  cause  in  which  the  Pairioia 
are  engagetH  yet,  sir,  I  cannot  doubt,  that  when 
this  coarse  shall  be  calmly  and  dispaasionately 
scanned  and  eiamined,  the  judgment  of  tbe 
American  people,  and  of  an  impartial  posterity, 
will  applaud  the  course,  and  see  in  it  the  leanlt 
of  a  wise,  virtuous,  and  patriotic  policy.  They 
will  diacern,  in  tbe  proclamation  issued  by  Mr. 
Madison,  aod  in  hi*  declarations  to  the  Spanish 
Minister,  tbat  the  flag  of  the  Fatriota  in  our  parte 
should  be  equally  respcoted  wilh  every  other, 
nothing  but  a  determined  adherence  to  the  dic- 
tates of  a  just  aod  impartial  neutrality.  They 
will  see  in  the^course  of  policy  pursued  by  the 
new  Admioisiraiioo,  as  marked  out  to  us  in  the 
President's  Message,  thai  tbe  conduct  of  the  Oov- 
ernment  has  been  most  conciliatory  and  friendly; 
friendly  as  it  could  be  without  engaging  in  the 
tr  on  their  side;  In  the  declaration,  ibat  tbi* 
Dteai  is  regarded,  not  in  (he  light  of  an  ordinary 
lunection  or  rebellion,  but  as  a  civil  war  be- 
tween patties  nearly  equal,  having,  aa  to  neutral 
Powers,  equal  rights,  our  Qovcrament  has  gone 
before  every  Power,  and  baa  advanced, io  an  eta- 
inent  degree,  the  interests  of  tbe  proviocas.  It 
has  given  them  countenance,  aod  will  increase 
for  toem  (ha  respect  of  other  nation*.  Tbe  me«- 
■uie  now  taken  is  a  strong  one  in  their  favor. 
The  President,  in  his  Message,  has  spoken  of  their 
right*  as  being  equal  to  (hose  of  Spain.  He  has 
sent  agents  to  communicate  wiih  tUen  a*  ihe 
Qovernmenis  dtfacta,  nnd  has  declared  the  right 
of  tbisOeverDBent  to  hold  audhoonBunieuioai 
with  thefrovineialnuthoritie*.  Theageaiane, 
it  is  true,  informal,  and  have  no  Artiwiisainni: 
yei  (heir  camnauniouions  will  be  not  the  las  r^ 
speeted.  Going  thither  in  a  vessel  of  mi,  mO\. 
give  the  stney>  of  aotbotiiy  ttt  theac  coaamuiu- 
aatiDna,  and  eatise  them  to  be  well  recuTed  maA 
■Bended  to.  This  measure  io  iMtf,  0ot8  fmt  to- 
wants  a  Neagnitioa  of  their  intfependcnee ;  it  u 
•verythiug  hot  an  eipreas  adHmwledgment.  It 
gives  ibem  the  adraMagea  ef  such  ackmowM^ 
ment,  wiihoat  its  diaad vantage*,  and  also  without 
too  great  a  eompromitmeat  «f  the  United  State*. 
Tbe  other  part  of  the  Heaatge,  which  declare* 
tbat  the  United  Sutea  willnoiprefit  of  their  ia- 
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d«peadeace,  will  have  »  benefiewl  aSiiet  io  fsror 
or  the  prorinceB.  It  wiJI  disaipale  tbt  ieklvuswa 
of  Baglaad,  aod  other  Powert,  and  fenen  the 
desire,  oa  ibeir  part,  to  oppose  tne  independcDee 
of  ibe  proTiDcet.  The  QorcrimeDi  bas,  ibere- 
for^  done  all  that  a  wise  policy  and  a  benerolent 
feeJiag  lowards  ihe  proTinees flank)  r«qtHT<.  Thef 
bave,  aUa,  obeyed  ibe  impcrioni  datf  »f  a  juM 
neutrality.  Io  (be  dewrnaiDaiioa  to  reonire  noth- 
iDg  pcGuliarl*  adrantageOBs  to  the  Untied  States 
to  be  cooaeded,  oa  the  part  of  de  prorloecH,  a 
proper  regard  is  had  to  their  situation,  and  to  the 
CDiDarraBaBienM  aoder  wbieb  ibcy  DiiEhl  be 
thrown  bfanv  godue  coneetsMns  made.  Weall 
rcooUcct,  with  gnieful  feel insi,  the  condvct  of 
Franee  lowardi  as  in  oar  RsToTutioikarr  stroggJe; 
bat  we  all  rencmber,  too,  the  enbarranmeata 
expericaeed  bf  os  danng  their  rwslaiioB,  from 
tbe  gnartntee  whieh,  by  trcatri  we  had  made  of 
ibeif  Weit  India  ponesuoni.  U  is  wished  that 
tbeprorinees  abooM  nerer  be  plaecd  in  naitaation 
similu  to  onrs,  so  as  iberaftfter  to  be  9id)jeet  lo 
any  embniraasmeDt  from  slrpnlatioas  made  by 
then.  They  are  to  be  left  free  U  oonsvli  tbeir 
ownbwt  iniereal,and  their  twa  true  p<^r-  "^^ 
daily  intelligence  which  we  rcecire  fr«n  tbe 
Irinnd  of  Amelia,  prores  the  wiadooa  and  prn- 
dence  of  onr  QoreroBent  in  endcavonng  tnanp- 

Eren  these  eainblishmeMs,  TIm  world  will  do 
ooiye  to  the  ms^aanaiity  and  jnsliof  of  the 
Spanish  proriooei  tn  renouciog  all  eoanezion 
witblbeiesctdementa.  It  wUlraiaatbecbameief 
of  the  United  Biates,  by  showing  llutr  deleimi- 
natioD  10  pat  down  all  piratical  eetablithments ; 
tbat  tbe  movemeots  of  a  peopi*  eauieDding  for 
their  liber  lies,  are  toialty  different  from  the  ci- 
tabliibmenis  of  piratei  and  baoccneefs.  In  en- 
MMaining  iba  opinioas  that  the  provineea  neter 
MBftiwiad  them,  as  ii  beliered,  we  ahow  mpaci 
t«  th»  eolonicB,  and  raise  their  ebvMtar. 

Ibe  ioKrest  of  the  colonies  to  dimrow  tbeL_, 

tbeiebf  rane  their  chafaoier  with  oa  and  with 
tbe  European  OoTerDmenis.    It  cannot  b«  doabt- 
ed  ihef  will  dis»Tow  than,  and  they  amoogit 
who  stimnlaie  them  to  an  oppoule  polief,  ■ 
not  their  real  friends,  bot  their  worai  enemies. 

Mr.  Hsuin,  of  UisucfaDsetts,  said  he  sbonld 
never  be  oppevnl  to  any  oall  fbr  infarmatlon  on 
any  snlijeet,  when  wanted  by  tbe  Honse.  Bot  '* 
appealed  to  bim  ibai  tbe  call  now  proposed  wi 
BMeeesaary,  since  the  reeolation  adopted  tbe 
stter  day  woaM  enbtaee  Ibe  tofarraatlon  bow 
dwitvd.  He  iheagte  the  Hense  ahoald  wait  a 
day  ot  two,  to  see  whether  ihey  wokM  not  ob- 
tain, withont  any  fortber  o^l,  all  the  information 
tkcy  desired  from  tbe  Bzecniire.  With  this  riew 
b«  morcd  thai  tbe  reeolaiion  ibonld  lie  on  the 
uUe. 

Ur.  NaLBOH  opposed  the  motion,  orging  eonH 
of  the  a rgamenti  comprehended  in  the  above  snb- 
Mantial  statement  of  his  remarks,  as  a  reason 
against  delay. 

Mr.  RoBBBTSQM,  of  LoniiiiDa,  read  the  raso- 
Inlion  adopted  the  other  day,  calling  for  informa- 
tton  respecting  the  state  of  the  colonies  of  Sptia 
in  South  Amertcs,  that  genUemen  might  judge 


whether  it  comprehended  the  information  now 
desired.  It  mtgm  be  that,  ander  this  resolDtion, 
the  President  woold  consider  that  Esst  Ftorida 
(oimed  ■  poriiec  of  the  coloDies  of  Sooth  America, 
as  well  as  any  othei  province  ;  and  would  trans- 
mil  Ibctefore  all  the  iaformatioo  reqoired  in  re- 
laiien  to  Amelia  Island,  6x.  Yielding  te  the 
sDggeslion  of  (lie  geoileman  from  Massac hnseits, 
(bat  in  a  day  or  two  the  Honse  wonld  reoeive  tbe 
information  desired,  Mr.  R.  (bought  it  Would  be 
IS  well  to  let  Ihe  reeolation  lie  nnlil  the  Presi- 
dent's answer  to  the  other  eall  should  be  receireA 
If  that  did  not  eomprise  the  deeired  informatim, 

resolution  mwht  then  betaken  upaadpaMed. 

.r.MiLLoa,  of  SoQih  Carolina,  was  opposed 
to  the  propoeed  pastponement  of  this  motion ;  tke 

X"  ts  of  which  and  of  that  which  paised  the 
day,  be  aaid,  were  totally  disiinec  Tbo 
object  of  that  was  to  tnquiie  into  the  political 
stale  of  the  Spanish  colonies  ;  the  deaiga  of  this 
—  --  ^li^ir  the  natioa  liMt  the  Bzeeaiive  had 
la  saSeieat  grounds  in  the  course  it  had 
uihsii  ia  lenid  to  Amelia  Island  and  Oalraa- 
TbiSghe  aaid,  was  a  reason  sufficient  to  io- 
doee  him  to  rote  against  laying  the  reaolntioi 
on  the  iabl&  If  tliai  motion  should  not  prevail, 
b«  should  vale  for  Ihe  aMsndment  propoeed  by 
Mr.  FooBTTa.  becanse  the  fiwis  on  whia  it  was 
founded  would  certainly  disclose  the  vsasane  of 
the  measore.  Tbe  Speaker  had  tbe  odter  day 
tntimaced,  on  the  Roor  of  this  House,  his  opin- 
ion that  every  act  of  ibe  Oorernaient,  from  the 
procUmitioB  against  the  expeditJoo  said  to  be 
fitting  out  at  New  Orleans  in  1816,  lotbe  [weseat 
day,  fia<l  been  hostile  to  tbe  Spanish  Paiiiots. 
Now,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  looked  opon  the  iBfarma- 
tioD  callcil  for  by  the  resoluiion  as  necessary  to 
repel  the  reproach,  from  so  bizb  a  souroe,  thna 
thrown  on  (he  Qorernmeni.  He  therefore  hoped 
the  resolve  wonld  be  snfered  lo  pass. 

Hr.  JoBWaoM,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  Ind  Ml 
UDdersiood  the  Speaker,  in  debate  the  other  day, 
to  have  iotifaated  that  every  act  of  tfaa  Govern- 
ment bad  been  hostile  to  tbe  PntriK  conse; 
b«l  that  they  had  lesncd  to  one  side  of  the 
qtie«io»!  had  bocoe  more  agaiDst  the  Patriot* 
than  agaiasi  Spain.  And,  if  ear  aets  bid  anr 
opcratuw  ai  all,  who  could  deny,  Mr.  J.  askeo, 
that  what  tbe  Speaker  had  said,  was  the  fact  1 
Wo*  not  the  pioalamition  of  ISIS  of  that  nn- 
ineaT  Ii  was  issued  in  eoosaqaence  of  repro* 
saniationsof  tbe  SjMnish  Minister.  Being  Issuad 
at  bis  insluce,  if  it  bad  any  beariog  at  all,  moM 
it  not  bave  bad  a  leaning  againrt  the  Spaaisk 
Patriots?  With  regard  to  ibe  ss  is  are  of  Amelia 
Island,  if  that  meaaire  had  any  operation  ataU 
inrejrard  lothe  twoparlles,  musi  it  not  beagiinet 
tbe  Fatriotsi  Thein,hesBld,waBaaaasa  which 
he  would  net  now  advocate;  bat  Ibe  seoiimeat 
avoared  by  Ihe  Speaker  was  his  seaumeni;  one 
whiob  be  would  avow  in  this  House  and  every 
where;  that  whenever  our  acta  bad  had  a  tea- 
deoey  to  one  side  tii  the  other,  it  was  i»  the  in- 
jary  of  the  Patriots.  Not  that  (he  Speaker  raeanl 
to  say,  any  more  thin  hJBMclf,  that  our  Qorero- 
meat  intended  hostility  to  that  eiasc  i  for,  Hr.  J- 
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taid,  he  uDdantood  bim  to  hare  noeqaivoeilly 
■kid,  be  bad  no  doubt  it  would  appear  that  tbe 
reasoDBortliaEieeutiTefor  tbe  me«>iife  inquet- 
tion  had  beeo  sufficient  lo  jmiifj  it  Mr.  J.  was 
in  faror  «f  laytof  ihs  resolaiion  oq  tbe  table, 
nniil  it  waa  aicettalDed  whether  the  retolutioa 
was  or  was  doi  neeesaafjr,  in  addition  to  tbal 
pasted  the  other  day. 

Mr.  RaaA  oppoaed  the  motion  to  1*7  this  reio- 
lution  on  tbe  table,  cootendiDg  that  in  object 
ira«  totally  diatinet  from  that  passed  the  other 
ity.  That  proposed  an  inqair;  into  tbe  alate  of 
foreign  nations :  ibis  proposed  an  inqoirf  into 
Otir  own  concerns — into  a  matter  perhapn  etnbra- 
eing  1  questioD  or  peace  or  war,  aod  on  which 
thererore  Congress  oagfat  to  have  full  informa- 
tion. If  not  laid  on  the  ubie,  Mr.  R.  said  b* 
ahould  hate  no  besiiation  in  votiog  for  the  amend- 
ment  proposed  bf  Mr.  FosayTB. 

Mr.  HAanieoii  said  that  he  hojml  tbe  reaolO' 
tion  would  not  be  permitied  to  lie  upon  tbe  table, 
but  that  it  would  be  sent  to  the  President  for  the 
purpose  of  obiaiolng  a  more  detailed  aceount  of 
tbe  circDmstauces  which  led  to  tbe  order  for  oe- 
copying  Amelia  Island  than  the  Message  at  the 
openiog  of  the  aaaiioB  ccDiaioed.  The  reasoai 
assigned  in  the  Manage  were  not,  in  bit  estima- 
lioD,  sufficient  to  aulboriza  that  measure.  Thai 
which  BCemed  10  be  most  relied  opon  was,  that  ■ 
negotiation  was  pending  between  ibis  country 
and  Spain,  fur  tbe  cession  to  as  of  iheir  claim  to 
the  PluriJas ;  a  fact  which,  being  lioowo  to  the 
whole  world,  ought  to  hate  prereoted  the  South 
American  Patriots  from  attempting  any  military 
enierpfise  against  (bem.  Mr.  H.  said  that  he 
eoulii  DOI  see  the  lubjeci  in  this  lighL 

If,  as  be  belieTed,  Amelia  Island  gare  to  the 
belligerent  patty  which  possessed  it,  a  decided 
adran  tage  in  harasslDg  the  commerce  of  the  other, 
he  conld  nut  conceite  that  any  delicacy  towanfa 
u,  in  consequence  of  the  pending  negotiation  al- 
luded to,  should  have  prerenied  their  taking  it. 
In  the  iineqnal  coniesi  in  which  they  are  engag- 
ed—unequal from  the  disparity  of  aid  and  eona- 
tenanee  which  they  hare  received  from  all  the 
Qovernments  of  the  cirilized  world— they  have 
a  right  to  resort  to  a  measure  which  would  pro- 
tince  great  advantages  to  them,  and  which  was 
not  forbidden  by  any  known  mizim  of  tbe  law 
of  nations.  Belligerents  sometimes,  indeed,  in 
defisDce  of  that  law,  will  occopy  ■  oeutral  icrri- 
tory,  in  anticipation  of  a  supposed  iQianiion  of 
their  adversary.  But  in  this  ease  the  lerriiory 
waa  not  neutral ;  it  was  tbe  property  of  Spain,  in 
the  possession  of  Spain,  and  a  fair  object  for  the 
martial  eaierpriie  of  the  Patriots.  And  if,  said 
Ur.  H.,  they  had  succeeded  in  conquering  all  the 
-Spanish  pin  of  the  Floridss,  be  did  not  doubt 
boi  it  would  be  as  easy  to  obtain  ii  from  them  as 
fram  the  King  of  Spain.  Mr.  H.  fully  agreed 
wiih  ihe  sentiment  expressed  the  other  day  by 
the  SpBAUB,  tbai,  however  Weil  intended  or  ne- 
cessary—and  he  had  no  doubt  thai  ibey  were  well 
tntended,  and  perhaps  necessary — had  been  tbe 
■eta  of  our  Oavernment  in  relation  to  the  war 
between   Spain  and  her  coleaiaa,  b<  was  coo- 


Btrained  to  believe  that  ihcy  had  bcrnc  ^ilb  cas- 
qual  pressure  upon  the  cause  of  the  Patriots. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachaseits,  aaid  he  regard- 
ed the  informaiiDn  aougbt  by  tbe  resolution  aa 
eiceeilingly  imporiam.  The  fact  of  the  supprea- 
&ion  of  the  esiablishmenis  at  those  places  so  ofiea 
referred  to,  aiiraoied  tbe  alteniion  of  tbe  nation  ; 
and  be  was  therefcffe  in  favor  of  the  earliest  offi- 
cial informaiinn  on  the  subject,  that  tbe  House 
might  understand  on  what  grounds  theEsecoiive 
of  the  United  Slates  had  undertaken  to  suppress 
these  esiablishmenis.  Mr.  H.  was,  however,  of 
opinion  that  this  rMolnlion  was  onnecesaary,  be- 
ing embraced  io  ibegFaeralcillmadea  few  dsyt 
ago,  for  information  on  the  political  slate  of  the 
Spanish  prnvinees,  of  which  Bast  Florida,  em* 
bracing  Amelia  bland,  was  one:  and  the  same 
reasoning  would  anply  to  Oalrestoo,  sitoated  on 
territory  equall*  claimed  by  Spain  and  the  Unit- 
ed Sutei.  It,  Aowever,  the  iofonnaiion  now  d»- 
sircd  should  not  be  neeeasaty,  Mr.  H.  aaid  he 
sbnald  be  one  of  the  Sist  to  vote  for  it,  coasider- 
ing  it  highly  imjwrtant.  The  intention  to  seize 
on  these  establish  m en ts  had  stinck  bim  with 
some  surprise,  he  said,  when  Ant  iaformed  nf  the 
faotj  but  be  bad  no  doubt  the  reason*  for  the 
measnre  would  prove  sstisfaeiory  to  all.  He 
would  go  with  any  gentleman,  ai  any  time,  tnte 
an  inquiry  into  the  condnci  of  tbcBrecntire;  bat 
he  thought  senilemea  were  going  too  fast  now 
to  call  speciBcally  for  information  which  it  was 
probable  might  reach  Ihe  House  before  this  se- 
cond call  could  reach  tbe  President.  He  there- 
fore hoped  it  would  be  laid  ou  the  tabic 

The  question  to  lay  the  resolution  on  tbe  table 
was  then  taken  :  For  ihe  motion  75;  against  it 
81.    So  tbe  motion  waa  losU 

Mr.  RuBA  baring  accepted  Mr.  Fobsttb'b 
proposed  amendment  as  part  of  his  own  motion^ 
Ihe  main  qoeoiion  was  taken  on  tbe  resolution, 
aod  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  divfaion  ; 
and  a  committee  ordered  tn  be  appointed  to  wait 
on  tbe  President  therawiib 


Tdbbdat,  December  9. 

Another  memhei,  to  wit:  Suas  Bablk,  from 
the  Slate  ol  Souib  Carolina,  appeared,  (trodnoMl 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat. 

Mr.  MoCoY  presented  a  petition  nf  Peter  Sioee 
and  Mary  his  wife,  an  honest  conple  in  bis  dis- 
trict, who  represent  that  they  have  beea  united 
io  wedlock's  happy  bonds  for  seven  and  tweaty 
years,  in  which  time  tbey  hareaddcd  to  our  pop- 
ulation twenty  children,  nineteen  of  whotn  are 
living,  and  whom  they  bare  maiauined  by  the 
product  of  their  manual  labor.  Conceiving  ihem- 
selvea  entitled  to  the  favor  of  Congresa  on  that 
soore,  they  pray  fur  a  doaniiun  of  pvbjic  land,  to 
make  ibeir  declining  years  more  easy  to  iboia, 
Tbe  petition  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  om 
Public  Lands. 

A  peiiiion  was  preaented  from  C.  Hammnnd, 
contesting  Ibe  election  of  Mr.  Hbbbiok,  of  Ohio, 
a  member  of  ihis  Uouse^  on  ibagronotluf  his  hav- 
ing, at  the  lime  of  hie  electioa,  and  until  a  few 
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dMjs  befor*  he  took  hb  s«at  lure,  held  the  office 
of  Auorner  of  the  Dpiied  States  for  Ibe  disiri«t 
of  Ohio.  Tbii  petiiioa  w««  read,  tad  referred  lo 
the  Commitiee  of  BleelioDf^ 

Mr.  LowilvMi  fVom  ibe  ComttittM  of  Wftfi 
and  Hekai,  to  wbiob  wm  referred  ao  much  of- 
the  Preeident's  Uenege  n  rdiit*  to  rcTcwie, 
nudaa  i«port  tfaepecm,  wbfeh  mi  read;  wken 
Mr.  L.  nfoitei  a  Mil  to  abolish  the  ioieraal  da- 
lies;  which  mi  read  twice,  and  comniitted  to  a 
Commiitee  of  the  Whole. 

Hr.  Sbtbbbt,  rrom  the  leleet  committee  ap- 
poiated  on  the  5th  iostaat.  reported  a  bill,  Bup- 
plemenlarj  to  the  act  estabtishiog  the  Mint,  and 
to  Ibe  act  coDCerDJag  the  Mint,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  eommitled  to  a  CotmnittM  of  the 
Wbofc. 

The  Spbaku  laid  before  the  Houh  a  letter 
fronRicbardBlandLeCgComiitiwiaDarofClaiiM 
under  the  act  of  the  9lb  of  April,  1816,  coibibb- 
oicaiing  "reports  of  the  Ctcu,"  in  the  eawi  of 
Tliaddeus  Haybew,  of  liouisiaDii  of  William 
Baduv  of  N^ew  York ;  and  of  the  eiwator  of 
Mrs.  Qeorse  Thorn ptoi^  dcceaaed,  of  Virginia ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Commiilce  of  CXuau. 


Jtatobfedi,  Tbmt  the  Preait 
Suiea  be  reqaeetwl  to  Baasa  to  be  laid  bafare  iha 
Home  of  RepresentatiTM  iafmnatloB  of  whtai 
roadif  haw  been  made,  or  wre  in  procreaa,  ooder 
lb*  Bneotive  aeiborilf  of  the  Uoiied  Biatee; 
the  Suies  and  Terriiofies  through  which  they 
-        r  an-  intended  to  pa*.;  the  i«ri«d.  when    -^^  q.  expl««ed   the  object  of  bU  motion  t 


This  resolve  wM  refeirad'toiho  same  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  IQ  whom  were  referred  Mr. 
Job.xbon'b  resolutiooi. 

Mr.  Wbitmab,  of  Massaehaselts,  offered  for 
consideratioQ  the  followiog'  resolutttin ; 

JtaoiBed,  That  the  Committee  of  Caaiiaerte  and' 
MaDufsctures  be  iiutii]cte<^  to  iuqolre  into  the  eiya- 
diaD(7  of  proTuliDi'  bj  Uw  for  the  appr«heDdin(  aM 
■eenriDi  fareign  seaman,  deeeitiiig  fnia  finrign  ve^ 
■ds  while  in  tbe  porta  of  the  United  Btataa,  ecmlmT- 
to  theb  en^geeseiRa  to  lerve  od  board  aoch  Ttaa<a. 

Mr.  W.  made  a  few  obxrvatioDs.  to  ihow  the 
neceasitf  of  such  a  regulation  aa  that  which  ha 
now  proposed,  arisiDg  from  its  expedieocf,  and 
demanded  aUo  by  recijiroeitv.  A  similar  pro* 
vision  existed,  be  saiJ,  in  all  foreicn  port*,  bf 
which  our  maiter*  of  vttneli  were  able  lo  Houre 
.their  seamen  i  and  our  law*  secured  to  our  owb 
vessel*  in  oar  porta  ibe  like  privilege.  It  was  oh- 
vioBily  expedient,  therefore,  to  eiteod  this  pr^ 
to  foreign  vessel*  aUo,  in  regard  to  which 
more  necessary,  and  to  which  the  remedf 

It  applicable,  unless  in  cases  where  it  bad 

been  erroneonily  applied  by  a  nuaapprebensioa  of 
the  law  in  the  ca*e. 

The  re*oluiion  was  adapted  wiihoot  oppoaiiion. 

Ur.  Clsibobbi,  of  TeQnesaee,  moved  a  reaoh^ 
(ion  inelruoUiit  th*  CoBkmittee  on  Pcbmoo*  to  ia- 
qoire  into  the  eipedieaey  of  esiablisbiag  by  law- 
ao  office  for  the  pajrmani  of  {Mosiofl*  and  Revo- 
lulioDary  claims,  wiibio  tha  dutrici  of  Wett  Te^ 


rfar  they 

Hr.  Spmicbb,  of  New  York,  oA^red  a  tcaolii' 
tion,  with  a  vtaw  to  enable  him  la  aoi  nndar- 
siandingly  on  the  Comnatatimi  bill;  wfaieh, 
after  utme  desultory  conversation  aa  to  the  parti- 
cnlar  form  of  it,  was  adopted  in  the  following 
shape: 

"MaelMd,  That  the  Becntar;  of  War  be  du«eted 
la  aammBnieala  la  this  Buns*  tb*  anmber  of  wanaat* 
i**aad  fcrnmllaiT  boan^  lands,  by  vlrlaa  of  any  lawa 
nfOoiHism,  M  aaldiera  who  served  dnrint  A*  hw 
war  aiaiaal  6reat  Britain ;  the  foantity  at  bad  i»- 
chalsd  in  thoae 


Tbe  engroiaed  reaololion,  directiog  a  distrihn- 
tfoB  of  certain  laws  among  the  raember*  of  the 
Kftcenth  Congrem,  Was  read  the  third  litoe,  and 
paaaed. 

Mr.  Wai-KBB,  of  North  Carotlna,  after  referring 
t*  eases  within  hie  huowledge,  in  which  minon 
who  lerved  tn  the  late  army  bad  eol,  becaose  of 
Iheir  minority,  received  a  bounty  in  land  on  their 
disebarge  from  the  army,  moved  the  following 
leatrtaiiott : 

«  Sttohtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prande  by  law, 
dist  aH  minora  who  wore  rcfnlarlj  anlisled,  in  the  late 
or  praeant  Army  of  tha  United  State*,  and  who  served 
twelve  monlb*  nr  upwards,  tad  hsve  been  honorably 
Aatharged,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  adeqnate  bounty  In 
land,  or  u  an  adequate  coaunWalieii  of  nicfa  bonntf 
tntnoaay." 

Iftlh  Cox.  IK  Smb.— 14 


which  was  predicated  oa  the  fact,  that  owing  ta 
the  location  of  the  pension  agent  for  Tennesaw, 
a  person  in  West  Tenneaaee  having  business  with 
him  might  with  more  ease  reeort  to  this  eity, 
could  it  be  here  transacted,  than  he  could  invei 
to  tha  resideace  of  tbe  agent,  dbe. 
The  motion  wa*  agreed  to. 
On  motfoa  of  Mr.  TaTt.aB,  of  New  York, 
jReeotoed;  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablie 
I>aBd*  be  Instructed  to  inqaivB  into  theeipadlMaf 
of  ezempting  from  taxation  tha  military  bouDiy 
laid*  ia  lh«  Hiseocm  and  Itlinoia  Teeriioriei.  nr 
five  yeara  a(Ur  tha  patenU  tbevefiir  kara  Men' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ihmum,  of  Penoa ylvania,  the 
committee  on  post  roads  were  iattrueted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establUhing  a  post  road 
from  Foit  MoDtgomen[,  in  Monroe  county,  ia 
Alabanu  Territory,  to  Blakely,  in  Mobile  county  : 
and, 

On  moiion  ofMr.  Allen,  of  Vermont,  the  stmt 
-jmmiltee  were  instructed  to  inquire  a*  to  estab- 
lishing a  post  road  from  Burlington  to  Crafta- 
batj,  tl»ence  throvgh  Btn*bBrgh  to  BbHob,  ia 
VerUMwt. 

On  moiiOD  of  Mr.  McCor,  of  Virginia, 

Jtfidtid.  That  the  Committee  of  Waya  B»f 
Mean*  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  repealing  the  law  laying  a  duty  on  im- 
ported salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  ex- 
ported, and  alluwinga  boaniy  to  vaaaakemplafAi 
In  the  fiaharia*. 
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Judiciaiy— Military  A 


Decbhber,  1S17. 


THE  JUinCIABT. 
Mr.  Claibobhe,  of  Tennessee,  moTed  the  adop- 
tioD  of  ihe  following  lesolation : 

Reiolted,  Thit  the  Coinixiittoa  on  tfaa  iuiliduy  bo 
iiutnicted  to  inquire  whelhei  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
attnationi  and  ameDdmei^ti  are  ueceHaij  to  ba  made 
in  the  Judicial;. 

.  B&id,  ihat  perhaps  no  subject  would 
ii  the  '         ' 


come  before  the  Home  a 


■lore  imporiance  to  the  peo^e,  than  Ihit  embra- 
'  's  motion.    A  good  Judicikif 


present  seesiofl,  of 
taiaty 


iodiapensable  to  protect  the  rights  and 
the  people.  That  ceriaioljr  cannot  be  said  to  be 
a  good  one  which  fails  to  admioisler  justice. 
Such,  honrever,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  the  fact  In  re- 
nrd  to  the  eoanirv  he  represented.  One  circuit 
indge  was  assignetl  to  Kentackjr,  Tennessee,  and 
Ohio :  the  labors  of  that  circuit  were  loo  hercu- 
lean for  the  coDstiiution  of  anv  man  wbaterei. 
The  consequenee  was.  that  ia  Tennessee,  being 
the  last  district  in  the  judge's  circuit,  where  the 
eaies  before  the  court  are  numerous  and  import' 
3  trials — for  the  last  fire  years 


there  had  not  been  perhaps  twenty  causes  dlspo- 
aed  of.  The  time  of  the  ludge  was  so  dif  ided  as 
to  make  it  impossible  for  him  U>  derate  ihi 


)  to  the  court  in  Tennessee.  Unless 
•ome  remedy  was  prorided,  there  was  in  that 
State  an  operative  denial  of  jusiice  as  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  It  waauDneeessary  for  him, 
be  said,  to  go  now  into  detail,  and  state  what  al- 
terations in  his  opiaioD  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
{'ndieiary  system.  Tlial  was  a  wide  field,  which 
le  bad  no  doubt  would  be  properly  explored  by 
the  committee  hafiitf  that  subject  in  charge,  and 
k  fully  acquatuied  with  its  merits.  He  hoped  that 
something  would  at  least  be  done  for  the  relief  of 
the  people  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  HoFEiKBON,  of  PeoosyUania,  rose,  merely 
to  mention  the  fact,  that,  at  the  last  sesaioB  of 
Congress,  two  important  bills  bad  been  repotted 
OB  toil  subject  bv  the  judiciarji  committee,  but 
not  acted  on  by  the  Honsa.  He  ioTited  the  ai- 
leoUon  of  gentlemen  to  ihase  bills,  to  see  how 
nearly  or  remoielr  they  approached  to  their  ideas 
of  a  Decenary  re/orm  of  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  CiiJiiBOBNE'a  motion  was  agreed  to. 
MILITAHY  ESTABUSHMENTS. 

Mr.  JoBNsoit,  of  Kentucky,  with  a  <riew  to  as' 
ecttain  the  sense  of  the  House  on  certain  points, 
that  the  labors  of  the  Military  Committee  should 
not  be  unnecessarily  troublesome  to  the  Hi 
ftad  laborioos  to  ihemselres,  submitted  the 
lowing  resolutions  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Home; 

1.  BtMhid,  That  it  is  upediHtt  to  pronde,  by  lai  . 
fcr  the  widows  of  soldiers  of  the  regular  «nnT,  who 
were  killed  in  battk,  or  died  in  aerrice,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

S.  Rooked,  That  it  ia  aipedient  (o  prorlde,  by  law, 
iw  the  disbanded  and  deranged  officers  of  Uie  Army  of 
Ibe  United  Statai,  wha  ssrved  in  ths  late  war  agsinst 
Great  Britain,  by  donations  In  land,  viz ;  to  a  i 
general,  IfSMacrsa;  a  brigadier  Bsneral,  tilSOa 
a  edo&el  and  lientenant  oolooel,  SCO  aena  eac 


major,  600  acres;  a  captain,  640 acres;  and  rabaltema, 
iBOacrea. 

5.  Ruehtd,  That  it  is  axpedicBt  to  establish,  by  law, 
three  addittonal  Military  Aoadeiaiea,  via:  one  in  the 
Tieinily  of  Port  Dearbcvn,  in  Banth  Caroliaa;  one  in 
the  TJcinifrr  of  Nsinmit,  in  Kentnck^ ;  and  one  in  tJia 
viduiW  of  Haiper^  Feny,  in  Viigmia;  onv-thfrd  of 
Dm  cadets  to  be  the  Mns  of  the  offioen  and  Median  of 
the  late  army,  who  died  in  the  sBrTiaa  (rf  ttw  United 
~  atea  in  the  late  war. 

i.  Rttohtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  establiah,  by  law, 
an  additional  Nattonal  Armory,  to  be  located  on  the 

9.  Ranked,  That  it  is  expedient  to  organise,  by  law, 
corps  of  iuTalids,  to  be  composed  of  one  thousand 

6.  Rt§ohtd,  Tbatit  isBxpediant  toptOTide,byIaw, 
•r  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  an  saf  nf  Pnnginss.  of  Iha 
ixth  of  July,  fail,  as  anthoriMs  additional  pay  aad 
Btolunents  (o  braret  rank,  in  the  armies  of  the  ITai- 
idBtalaa. 

7.  Saohtd,  That  ths  Military  Peace  Establidunent 
of  the  United  States  shall  conust  of  «|jit  thouaattd. 
men,  tndndiog  the  cotpa  <rf  iBTalid*;  Ptwnded,  Tbsrt 
the  eorpa  of  angineefa,  the  genera]  sta^  and  the  ord- 
nance depaitment,  shall  be  retained  as  at  preeent  eetab- 
lithed:  AndpmindtdjtUto,  Thalnopart of theamj 
shaU  ba  distaandad  In  oonaeqoanca  of  said  reduction, 
but  the  aame  ahall  be  aAelad  by  penuitling  vBCancieB, 

8.  Baolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  proride,  by  law, 
.  r  one  additional  ration  tot  Mteh  of  the  oetnmiaaioDed 
officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Btates. 

8.  Baolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  aulgect  of 
Military  Aflairsba  instructed  to  report  bills,  embndBg 
the  object*  of  the  bsfbremsntioned  lesolotions. 

JoBRBox  accompanied  the  introduction  of 
resolutioss  with  a  number  of  rvmarlts  ap- 
propriate to  them  iDdiridoally  and  as  a  whole. 
The  firtt  he  ooniidered  as  bottomed  upon  the 
principles  of  consistency  and  ico partiality,  which 
ought  to  belonrto  the  acts  of  tne  OoTernmcnt; 
which  required  that  the  prorision  made  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  militia  should  be  ex* 
tended  to  those  of  the  soldiers  ia  the  Reguinr 
Army  of  the  United  Slates.  The  tiemd  reeolu- 
liOB  embraced  a  propaeitioB  hetetofore  repeatcdlf 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Houae,  and 
in  the  adoption  of  which  he  thought  justice  aod 
the  honor  or  the  nation  were  coneeroed.  It  had 
been  aseeiiained  to  a  certainty,  he  said,  what 
number  of  officers  had  been  disbanded,  and  what 
number  retained ;  and,  from  a  calculation  which 
had  been  accurately  made,  it  appeared  that  lest 
than  a  million  acres  of  land  would  be  rcqaired  to 
exienii  these  donation!  to  the  officers  of  the  lata 
arm*,  whilst  the  bounty  of  land  to  ttie  ptiTalcs 
of  tbdi  ariuv  would  require  about  eight  millions 
of  acres.  The  subject  of  lite  Military  Academy, 
repeatedly  recommended  to  Congress  by  the  Sx- 
ecuiiTe,and  favorably  reported  on  by  eommitiees 
of  this  House,  which  was  the  subject  of  his  Uird 
resoluiiuD,  Mr.  J.  said,  lie  thougiii  it  his  duty 
again  lo  present  to  (he  House.  In  the  prorision 
respecting  the  sons  of  deceased  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  late  aruy,  he  bad  not  included  the 
RcTolutionary  army,  because  there  wet«  no  in' 
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•tiaoM  ID  wbisb  the  proritioii  codM  probcblr 
operate.  Th«  propoiiiioa  eoutmioed  in  theJfmrfA 
reaoluiion  bsd  been  likevise  freqaentlrnreseittcd 
to  the  attention  of  Congreci  by  Ibe  Szecutite, 
and  br  commitieeK  of  the  Hod*f.  The  meitute 
it  embraced  he  eoniidered  ■■  of  vital  imporUDce, 
nnpealing  lo  the  affMtion)  and  humaDiijr  of  the 
House,  and  one  which,  he  Iras  happf  to  say,  had 
UETFT  been  rejected  in  the  Houie,  bat  alwiye 
eruibed  by  the  veigbt  of  more  urgeat  measures 
towards  [be  elow  of  the  lessions.  The  fifth 
resolution  he  had  presented  out  of  reipecl  to  the 
decision  of  the  House  at  the  iati  senion  on  the 
•cme  lobjeet  which  decision  had  baes  arretted 
ia  iba  oiher  bnoehof  the  Lecli)atare,biit  whlcb 
b«  again  preaented,  as  it  might  aow  maet  a  dtf- 
fereat  fate.  The  groand  oribe  oropoailjon  was, 
that  breret  rank  had  it*  baala  In  MDorand  not  in 
emoiunMDl,  which  waa  now  incoTTcetljr  attached 
to  it.  The  «ix(A  rewlntioD.  for  tbe  reduction  (^ 
the  Army,  Hr.  J,  conudered  as  growing  oat  of 
those  he  had  already  offered.  He  bad  olten  seen, 
aince  be  had  a  aeat  on  ibi*  floor,  that  members 
bad  refuted  to  vole  for  a  particular  propOBiiion 
wiihoQt  an  equiTaletil,  or  something  like  a  sys- 
tem, which  wonld  make  an  objeclionablc  propo- 
sition nalaiabfe.  As  the  other  proposilions  he 
bad  oflered  embraced  tome  addiiionnl  eipendi- 
lares,  he  had  Iboufht  it  his  doty  to  propose  a  re- 
dactioa  of  tbe  rank  and  Sle  of  the  army  lo  8,000, 
lo  aSbrd,  withoai  added  expeose,  the  □pportoDity 
of  estahlithiDg  these  new  inaiituitons,  wbieh 
would  atrengiben  the  arm  of  tbe  QoTernmeat 
much  more  ibaa  ibe  propoied  redncttoo  would 
weaken  iL  For,  he  aaid,  b«  belicTed  that  the 
aevaral  propositions  he  bad  made,  adopted  toge- 
tber,  woold  be  worth  to  the  United  States,  at  any 
time  it  bad  oeeaaion  for  tbem.  full  thirty  ibous- 
■ndmen.  ThesMmMpropoaiiion  was  a  renewal 
of  one  wbieb  bad  been  agitated  at  the  last  session 
of  Congrets,  and  in  r^ard  lo  which  the  War 
Department  bad  folly  coincided  with  the  miliia- 
rj  commiltee,  that  such  a  proyition  would  not 
only  be  veiy  Coarenieal  bnt  likewise  ecooamical 
10  tbe  Uoiied  Slates.  In  regard  to  the  eighth 
and  iaii  resolotion,  Mr.  J.  said  it  bad  been  the 
opinion  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War  (Ur.  Craw- 
ford) that,  in  order  lo  keep  ap  [o  its  complement 
tbe  army  of  1(^D00  men,  it  would  ba  necessary  to 
aogment  not  only  tbe  pay  of  the  officers  but  of 
tbe  soldiers;  one  of  these  objects  be  bad  inlro- 
dueed  into  bis  series  of  propoaitioos.  In  present- 
ing ibeie  resolutions,  Mr.  J.  eoocloded  by  saying, 
be  bad  no  apott^y  to  make  to  the  Honse  j  be  had 
only  to  ooasnlt  his  own  bosom  what  bis  duly 
urged  him  to  do^  and  act  accordingly,  never  mak- 
ing any  motion  in  this  House  with  a  view  to  give 
tronbia  to  it,  dte. 

Tbe  several  resolutions  were  received,  and  rt- 
ferr^  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for 
eoDsideration. 


Wbdkbsdat,  December  10. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Porn,  tbe  peiition  of  tandry 

iohabitnsu  of  tbe  Teniwry  of  Ulismi,  oMcen- 


ing  land  titles,  confirmed  by  former  gOTemor*  of 
tbe  north weaiero  territories,  presented  on  the  14tb 
of  January,  1817,  and  the  petition  of  soodry  in* 
habiianis  of  Prairie  da  Chien,  preseuted  on  tbe 
34tb  of  January,  1817,  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JoaitaoK,  of  Keniaeky,  preeen led  sundry 
documents  in  support  of  the  peiition  of  Glabriet 
Wioier,  which  were  also  referred  to  tbe  same 
commiiie& 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haaaiaoii,  tbe  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitanls  of  tbe  river  Raisin,  presentad 
on  the  ith  of  Fabroary,  1817,  were  referred  to  a 
seleclGommillce;  and  Hesars.  HiaaiaoN,  Flotb, 
and  Balowik,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Nr.  NawToit,  from  tbe  Commlllee  of  Com- 
merce and  Mannfaetures,  reported  a  bill  to  remit 
the  duty  on  a  painting  preaented  to  the  Peoasyl- 
vania  Hoapitai;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted 10  a  Commiltoe  of  tbe  Whole. 

TbeBpbUHlaid  before  the  Houaealeiter from 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Commisaioner  of  Claims,  u- 
der  tbeaot  oflheOik  of  April,'1816,  communica- 
ling  "  reports  of  the  facta"  in  tbe  cases  of  Wil- 
liam T.  Nimmo,  Joeeph  Janney,  Lawrence  Mnae, 
and  William  Qordon,  William  Ueoderaon,  and 
Mottram  Ball,  all  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia;  of 
John  1.  PatttsoB,  Benjaaain  H.  Maekall,  John 
Maanios,  John  O.  Maekall,  Mary  Fraziet.  Lary 
conti  orCalreri  county,  and  John  Ireland,  all  of 
tbe  State  of  Maryland,  with  the  evidence  ae- 
cempaoying  each ;  which  were  referred  lo  tbe 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Bruun  laid  befofe  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  the  Seoretary  of  Stale,  enclosing  reporis 
upon  tbe  peiiiioDs  of  Winntow  and  Henry  Lewis, 
aad  Joeeph  Forrest,  referred  to  him  at  the  leal 
session  of  Congrew:  which  were  referred  to  the 
Commitlee  of  Claims. 

The  SruuB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  tbeSeeretary ofibe Treasury, aoelosingaa 
aoeoDnl  of  tbe  fnnd  appropriated  for  the  safe- 
keeping and  accoramodatioB  of  priaonara  of  war, 
cooformabiy  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the 
3d  of  Match,  1817 ;  wbieh  were  ordered  lo  lie 
on  tbe  table. 

RBPRBBENTATITE  QtrALIPICATIOWS. 

Mr.  FoBBTTB,  of  Oeorgta,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution,  lo  obEain  a  de-  - 
ciston  on  a  qoestion  raised  by  a  memorial  yeater- 
day  presented,  eooiesting  the  election  of  a  mem- 
ber from  Ohio,  and  which  Hr.  F.  considered  of 
great  importance: 

BttohtJ,  That  the  Coaunittee  of  Bkotious  bt  in- 
strasted  le  inmlrs  ai '  '  •-—-<.. 

sarvsia  the  BOON  o 


*  of  BepiaasBialiTes  bava 


OaU^d 


Sialsa  rinee  tk*  41b  day  of  Mai^  1817,  and  howte 
their  right  to  a  seat  in  this  Hoose  is  d&ielad  dien^. 
The  adoption  of  this  resolution  was  warmly 
opposed  by  Mr.  TATLon,  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
JoHiiaoa,  of  Kentucky,  and  was  also  opposed  by 
Mr.  8bt>krt,  of  Peonavivania,  Mr.  LivBBHona. 
of  Hew  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Haoi.at,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  ?•■• 
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mSrOBT  OF  OOffGASBS. 


JlapM^  ^  Mental  Ariimi 


It  VMB  opposed  «■  a  nonl  prooeediafi,  itapodng 
ineonTenieal  and  exiraoidiDKrjr  done*  on  the 
Commiiti 
go  thiougli   the  Blphebet 

Soire  inio  ibe  qmlificaiioaB  of  every  meniber  of 
it  House.  It  was  alio  opposed  4s  loipuiiag  iiu 
pirity  to  the  House,  not  JMily  aiiribauble  lo  it . 
•ince  the  Tact  of  lakioK  ihe  oaifa  to  support  the 
OoHlitoiioD  was  jrrimafaeit  erideDoa  that  the 
member  uking  it  was  eoDscious  of  having  viola- 
ted BO  provifioa  of  tb«t  iDstranent.  If  wa  ioqinre 
into  the  qua) i flea tioas  of  member*,  why  not  al*o 
iato  other*,  eqaalty  preKiribed  by  the  ConttKu- 
livDl  It  wa*  time  enough  to  laquire  into  the 
rishu  of  member*  to  their  aeat*,  whva  aav  spe- 
ene  allegation  wa*  made  as  lo  the  waai  of  qnal- 
iSeaiioD  of  aDf  one  or  more  of  them. 

To  which  ibe  mover  (Ur.  FoaaTTn)  replied, 
bv  cxpreMiDg  his-  anrprin  at  tbe  op|M*itioa  to 
bi*  molion.  There  was  DiHbiog  ia  it,  be  said, 
wfaieb  aoeDied  aay  part  <rf'  ibis  House,  or  any 
ntenber  of  it,  of  improper  conduct.  It  neither 
charged  Ihe  Hooae  with  aafieriDg  member*  to 
temaia  who  ought  not,  nor  any  member  of  ibe 
Boom  with  remaining  when  he  ougbt  not.  The 
object  was  to  ioqaire  whether  persona  id  oeriain 
ailualioDs  had  a  right  to  a  teat  or  not.  It  was 
preinmMl  that  those  ^enilcmen  so  wtnated  had 
SMHuiDcd  their  own  right*,  and  were  eonvineed 
of  their  liti*  10  Mai*  here.  Bat  a*  he  very  muck 
dotAicd  the  right  of  any  person  so  situated  lo  a 
seat  in  this  House,  he  wished  to  have  the  quas- 
tioa  seitled.  If  the  Haase  should  be  of  hi*  opin- 
ion, he  sboatd  see  with  great  regret  aay  gentte- 
man  M>  tiiualed  return  even  tEmporarily  to  his 
eoaMitneDis — for  temporarily  he  wns  sure  It ' 
would  be,  and  that  the  House  wonld  at  the  next 
amsjon,  if  not  at  the  close  of  this,  have  ihe  aid 
of  their  judgmects  and  abilities.  As  to  specify- 
ing ihe  menaben  who  would  fall  under  t bis  rule, 
Ur.  7.  said  he  did  not  know  all  there  were;  be 
bad  been  informed  that  tbere  were  ten  or  eleven 
members,  whose  right  to  a  seat  depended  on  tbe 
decision  of  tbia  queBtion— he  did  not  know  themj 
if  be  did,  he  should  have  no  objection  to  com- 
prehend their  names  in  his  molion.  He  conclu- 
ded hia-obacfVMioo*  byi  diaehiimiug  tbe  iirtention 
to  impoU  the  least  blame  lo  gentlauMa  who  bad 
4aken.  their  seat*  ander  theeecircumalance*;  for 
ibey  had  00  doubt  Mriikfied  ihemaelve*  ou  the 


The  quesiioD.  ou  tbe  resolution  was  laken, 
when  there  appeared  in  favor  of  the  resolution 
96,  acaioat  it  85. 

Tne  UoasebwDi^qually  divided,  Ike  Spr>«m, 
aiatgoing  ••  hi*  naaea  hi*  desire  to  bbv«  tbe 
OuneiiluiiotMl  ^jaaatina.  foUjri  in*aaligM*l^  iMed. 
in  fawor  of  the   nMiioa^  whtob   wua:  iberefane- 


REPEAL  OF  INTEBNAL  DnTIEB. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wboleoa  the  bill  loaboliah  iheinlerrtel  duties. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  aiid 
U*«os,. which  Mccompaniad  the  bill, .is in  Ihe  fol- 
lowing wordsi 


That  Ihn  have  Bnpposed  that  they  sbonU  bwt  com- 
ply with  the  iDlsotuns  of  the  Hon**,  bj  diracting 
IheiT  first  attention  lo  the  repeal  of  tbe  inteiiul  dotiea, 
nbtch  occupied  its  deliberations  dniinK  the  islter  part 
of  ill  lut  aessioD,  and  has  been  aince  recommended 
bj  the  President.  Prom  Ihe  report  of  the  8ecietu7 
of  the  Tressnrj,  it  appesn  Ihit  Ihe  dear  retaona 
which  will  bate  accmed  darioB  the  year  1817,  will  be 
about  twenty-roor  millions  sod  a  half  of  dollaia, 
irtiilB  the  ordinary  aonnal  expenffinn,  ^ncla ding  the 
prorisioD  for  the  cxtingDiahmeiit  of  the  poUte  debt,) 
laerttmaled  at  lesa  then  twen^-«ne  millions  snd  a 
half.  While  tbe  aemaiittee  do  not  oenaiiler  die  im- 
portatiODs  of  the  last  three  veara  aa  ArniiaUuf  a  oar- 
tain  cnlsiioB  fin  these  of  ftinre  yeara,  Oaj  believn, 
that,  wilhont  s  diminntira  of  our  eipeets^  which  is 
not  te  be  antidpolad,  or  a  very  eessidMabla  rednotioa 
in  their  vsine,  tbe  estimate  of  a  levenne  under  the 
pi«nat  laws,  of  9U,C3&,000,  ■  -    -      -     - 


under  the  eifcumstaaces  of  the  United  State*,  aa  to 
the  propriety  of  redndog  a  reiBDae  •«  bi  exceeding 
their  ordinary  eipeniss,  and  the  committee  racom- 
mend  ■  gBoeral  repesl  of  tbe  iatemal  duties.  Thia 
will  leave,  scfording  lo  Ihe  estimatea  of  tlte  Beeretaty, 
a  revenns  of  about  twenty-two  iniDions,  exceeding 
the  ordinaiy  expendltUTe  by  ■omething  more  than  half 
a  million. 

SoDM  diBcnItie*  will  alwsys  be  fonnd  in  deteimm- 
ing  the  period  el  wbidi  tbe  caHsetlon  of  a  tax  riisH 
eaaae.  The  consideration,  however,  of  tbe  large  pre* 
perlion  of  the  iotemal  dntiea  wUeh  w9l  baenms  pay*- 
blein  Jaonaryt  inducea  the  oooniillee  to  racoawaod 
that  all  laUtnal  dntisa  ebesld  tcrnnate  with  tha  year 
1817. 

The  eutire  acaonnt  wbieb  will  have  accrued  to  te 
Governmeot  on  aoeonnt  of  the  inlsenal  dntiea,  exctn- 

B  of  tha  direct  tax,  &om  the  1st  of  January,  ISJli^ 
the  31st  of  December,  1S17,  may  be  eetimated'al 

rs  than  savantaen  millioo*,  and  the  receipts  be  the 


The  f< 


upwBids  of  fiAeeu  milliona. 

will  ahow  the  recwpta 
timsia  of  thoi 


of  tbe  three  first  years, 
of  tbe  fbarib  year. 

Jceriung  dutia, 

1814— 3.S6S,  197  13  - 

1816—6,343,603  6S  ■ 

IBIS— 4,633,790  34  . 

1817— 3,0OSJ)00  01  - 


Total,  17,140,500  00 


-  1,B1D,9»  01 
•  4,978,639  W 

-  fi,)81,lll  98 

-  3,000,000  00 

is,in,e9«  88 


Emetuu  of  eoUectian  on  *vmt  netiwdi 
1814— U8,fl91  78,  or  7  8-10  per  cent 
1816—378,377  67,  or  6  6-10    do. 
1818—363,440  43,  oi  4  8-10    do. 
1817—180,000  00,  or  t  da. 


Total,    881,701  87,  or  B  7-10  par  <mt 

Tbe  ehargea  of  eotledioD  npon  this  revmee  have 

certainly  been    higher  than   those  npon  the  Impoet. 
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HIBTORT  Of  COH0ia88. 


4M 


Btpeal  ^  lattniU  OnHm. 


H.orB. 


«nd  IkoT  k»ra  bnn  Ml  iamtt  Id  llwlhiw  iMt  yMH. 
TUa  ittftiwii  M  the  mtfmm  at  mllMtliit  ntarMd 
■Ml  ftMiga  doliM,  will  a«  avVMr  astnMdiMrr,  whw 


wbt«h  an  attbJMt  u  da^,  akd  sf  faiciga,  wbidi  an  u- 
«Bpt  &OB  U;  how  Iwff  sBd  MgolHlr  fM  iB>P<>t  bu 
bMtt  MqaidBf  Mtnriqr  cul  uprarMiMri,  unI  how 
£r«qiMiU  h*«*  bMB  th«  ehMgw,  wd  b«w  ^«ct  the 
danlMm  of  anr  i^MMn  af  inUzoal  refutB*. 

In  ■bandNiinf  that  pntion  of  cm  Uiw  which  k 
cWMUwtd  Htha  Boat  incMiTeiuent,  neithw  Codsmn 
nn  tb«  MliBa  win  fimn  to  aiasiantcd  •  MiiiOD  of 
thoo  ineaBTCBinicra,  m  to  delar  them  Irom  ifmin  kp> 
plfins  to  Iho  MBM  TMonra,  wh«it  (ho  iMcairitfM  of 
the  StaM  dwO  ro^nira  h.  It  ii  om  of  (ht  dude*  of 
GongMM  Id  prondi^  whan  it  can  do  m,  Ihtt  the  m- 


Tho 

h*«*  no  noMiiKUo  fcu  bat  ihit  the  dreniiiMMOw 
which  Moka  inlarMl  Imm  noMMuy,  will  find  in  tho 
paopla  m  diapOMtien  ^moptlr  to  fty  thoBi.  Tha  oam- 
uittaa  baliava  that  in  an;  fiitura  omanan^,  which 
ahall  regain  a  naoit  to  thaw  taiai^lbe  BoanaorBap- 
xaaaatauiaa  will,  onhoaitatioglj',  pai&rin  their  paen- 
liar  dQl7,  hj  inatitating  them  an  a  acale  nited  to  tha 


The  bill  1uitJb(  bien  retd  thronf  b — 
Mi>  LowKBai,  ths  chniiionn  of  th«  OommiiMs 
of  Wa^a  nnd  Meana,  innrfa  ■  fnr  rcmtika  of  the 
MOM  haniiag  aa  the  raMoning  of  lb*  ahoTB  lepMl. 
He  took.MGMnaUo  toakT,  thu  it  ww  dne  to 
onndw  anil  tabinMlf  loadd, ibnttae  shMiM  hnre 
indiTldatUr  thoogbi  it  better,  inaiaftd  of  t  total 
T^Mal,  M  UTa  wnde  a  modifleaiiaB  of  the  dotiu, 
.so  aa  to  redacc  Ibeir  amaunt  and  lighten  Iheii 
bnidaD,  bat  atrU  to  lea* e  pad  of  the  BTitam  in 
opetalioD.  BatieTiog,  bowerer,  thai  the  vtfte- 
MiioN  of  the  total  repeal  was  aach  as  te  render 
vain  any  atumpt  to  diKrioiinale,  a  lo  oiodirf, 
b«  had  ooBGDrrad  in  the  coaise  adoated  by  the 
oMnBtitlae  of  teoorBoaendiag  a  loul  repeal,  in 
pieferaaao  lo  ratniung;  the  whole. 
Ur.   Wii4JAiia,  of  North   Caruliaa,  beartilf 


B  the  TrMMirf.'  ilerejoiocd  th^  whotborgen- 
llemeo  «oied  oa  ibe  eBbjeci  from  the  iiwaiMiaoBi 
dtietminaiioa  of  tbeir  own  miadi,  or  the  teeom* 
nendatioo  of  the  Ezoaniire,  the  laza  were  to  be 
T^ealcd.  He  oDngrBialated  tha  conRUf,  that 
from  Ihu  time  the  people  waaid.beeinaptaa  from 
ai^iiam  aa  naeqnal  in  it*  opeEaiioa  a*  it  wae 
BDjiiat.  Our  eitiaeai,  beeato,  had  nutaiBed  it 
with  a  paiiaaee  and  loag  aanerinc  whieh  waa 
rasiarkahle,  aad  BionM  a  pledge  thai,  ehoald  it 
be  necenarV  hereafter  again  to  reaort  to  internal 
tasea,  the  GoTemauat  might  do  ao,  and  tratt  to 
the  good  aenae  of  the  peopla  for  their  jauileation. 
The  people,  be  argaad,  were  alwoja  willing  to 
par  tasaa,  when  the  neeeaaiif  of  tbcm  was  apper- 
BBt.    But,  for  note  iban  a  year  paai,  tint  aoMa- 


eitf  had  not  eataled  fiir  ihe  iateraal  dutJBa,  ui, 
iharefore,  ibepeofte  had  detBaadtd  tbe  repeal  of 
ibflm.  Ur.  W.  referred  in  Iha  ettimaUa  of  tha 
MTanne  from  impoaU,  fat  (ha  preeaot  and  lait 
yeaiaitoabowihat  theaelMl  produei  hadnearlr 
doqblad  the  aatimate,  aa  had  been  ebown  and 
pradieted  br  tha  geDtleraaa  from  Virgiaia,  who 
waa  bia  able  eoadjntor  at  tbe  teat  eaaaioo,  (Ifr, 
JoBBSoa,)  and  huiwlf.  He  meniioned  iheae 
frota,  be  laid,  loabew  that,  if  there  waa  any  blaMO 
anywhefefor  the  oeenrteacaeof  laataesuoa  har- 
iag  lefmnce  le  ihia  aflbiaei~and  Uaioe  had  baea 
uipatod— ihe  Warns  beleagad  to  ihota  who  op- 
poeadihorepealof  tbe  laxfaai  that  lime,  and  not 
lo  thoae  who  advocated  it.  We  rejoioe,  now, 
aaid  Ur.  W.,  that  the  PrMident  haa  uotigbt  pro- 
per io  retommend  the  maaaHte,  aad  that  there 
appean  to  be  an  unanimotta  diapoaittoa  at  ihia 
line  farorable  lo  it. 

No  fDrtber  renarka  being  made  oa  the  geaeial 
of  tha  bill— 

TALLMUiaa,  of  New  Yoik,  mored  to 
aaiead  tbe  bill  ao  aa  to  ezoapt  the  dotiaa  on  aalea 
at  anclion  from  tbe  gesefal  repeal  propoaed.  He 
aaeigaed  aa  a  teaeon  for  thia  naoiioo,  iMt  b«  fee- 
liered  that  tax  to  have  a  heaeleial  operation,  aa 
impoaia^  en  additioaal  bmden,  boweTor  aMil, 
on  focewn  ptodne^  prateeliag  the  bir  dealer, 
aad  ao  £r  abo  eerrng  aa  aa  eoeoategeaaeat  W 
oar  nMDnhvuire*. 

Mr.  LovHoaa  oppoaed  the  mottoB,  tfaongh  aot 
naaware  of  the  baacAeial  effeote  impoMd  tn  tbe 
dutr  OB  aalee  at  aoetioBe,  in  whieh  he  biouel^ 
io  a  da||ree,  believed.  Bat  be  oppoeed  tha  ee- 
miBiagU,heeauaeit  would  require  we  maofcinerf 
af  uxatioa  to  be  laiainad  for  ibia  object,  mahiag 
tha  eoUaaiioa  of  tbe  datf  Tetf  aapeniire  aad  ia- 
eennaieat  to  tbe  QoramiBeBt.  Tha  beiteiM 
atiaiefl;  to  the  eommnnitr  from  the  tax,  be  eald, 
woald  not  prabablr  be  leet,  for  he  baliered,  that 
when  Ihe  tax  vaa  relinquiehed  by  the  Unitad 
BUtca.  it  wonld  be  imnediaUlr  aabatiiaud  bf  a 
take  tail,  wheeerer  it  waa  imp^tast,  for  corpna- 
tion  and  Slate  pnrpoma. 

Mr.  TALUtABOE  apoke  ia  anpporl  ef  faia  no> 
tioo.aad  aotieipatiag  ihe  conleau  of  pelilieB*  oa 
thia  eabjoel  w^nab  he  eiproted  wenid  be  laid  be- 
for*  Coagreaa  at  the  praaeat  aamloa,  be  loc^  a 
view  of  HM  proeeaa  br  wbieh,  by  the  aid  of  ven- 
daa  aalea,  iarmpi  BKrchanla  deprived  Hie  Oor- 
ctotaent'of  a  part  of  ila  levaaae,  aad  i  '  ' 

tha  fair  raerehani  ia  the  market,  Ac. 

Uj.  Wainiaa,  of  MaMaohnaeila,  oppoead  the 
motion.  Id  aoae  of  tba  lai^  iuwruog  eitia^ 
be  adaitu<L  the  Qaverameat  might,  with  n     "- 


proprietf,  derii 


t  reveove  from  thia  eoaroa, 


where  the  d«y  erovM  hat*  tbe  opemtion  aurib- 
nied  to  It  b*  Mr.  Taluudob  ;  aad,  if  a  diaaniB- 
inaiioii  eottld  be  made,  be  ahoald  be  willing  Uat 
ip  theae  oommercial  depoU  the  mz  might  be 
anlered  to  remain.  But,  he  aaid,  in  the  amaUer 
•eaporta,  in  tbe  townt  and  villagea,  thia  daty  waa, 
aimoat  without  cxcepttoa,  levied  on  the  acoeeai- 
lana  and  the  poor,  whom  it  waa  neither  the  pal- 
icf,  nor  oanld  it  be  the  deaire  of  the  UoiMa  to 
make  liaUt  to  a  UK,  to  the  ezcteiaa  of  othwB> 
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Be  beiiered,  bmides,  tkat  tb««oM  of  a<dltctiog  of 
the  lax,  if  retained  alooe,  would  not  hll  ihoTt  of 
the  imoQDt  of  the  dutjr,  if  i(  did  not  neeed  it. 

Mr.  Storbs,  of  New  Tork,  mpported  tha  me* 
lion  on  the  same  grooeds  at  Mr.  Tallhadok, 
and  stated  exteDtiTcly  the  operation  of  the  a^i- 
tem.  nnder  whi«Ii  the  eouattx  waa  deluged  with 
goods  br  the  foreign  dealen,  with  adrantagv  in 
theii  faror,  bv  the  aid  of  the  vendue  sTitem, 
which  Ukiond  false  inToiees,  againat  whieh  no 
fitir  inerebant  eonid  compete.  He  argued,  betide*, 
tliat  ID  M  far  aa  theopermiion  of  this  dnljr  wai  to 
fk*or  the  fair  merchant,  and  to  embarraaa  ibe  for- 
«if[D  merchant  in  hit  object  of  glutting  omt  market 
with  foreign  supplies,  it  operated  as  an  enaonr- 
agement  to  oar  manufaclurea.  As  to  the  opera- 
tionof  this  taxon  the  poor,  the  nvmerona  eieep- 
tioni  from  iia  operation,  coDtaioed  in  the  law,  in 
a  great  degree  obriated  that  objection. 

Mr.  Bhith,  of  Mary  land,  opposed  the  motion, 
also  at  some  length.  The  object  of  the  gentle- 
nan  from  New  York  was  yer^  desirable,  could 
it  be  obtained  bjr  retaining  this  duty.  Bnt  that, 
he  argued,  was  impossible.  He  admitted,  to  the 
extent  his  belief  in  the  exialenee  of  extensive 
fnnds  on  the  leTenue,  against  which  he  thought 
icarcelj  aof  prorision  would  he  sufficient  to 
goard.  A  duty  on  salea  at  auction,  to  prodnoe 
the  desired  efieot,  oo||bt  to  be  so  high  aa  to  amount 
toa  prohibition,  di*cTimiQaling,howeTer,l]eiween 
the  article*  exposed  for  sale,  and  appljring  tbe 
^nt^  panioolariy  to  drjr  goods.  He  dtd  not  know, 
he  latimated,  but  he  might  go  with  the  gaalle- 
nen  in  favor  of  some  meaanre  of  this  nature 
when  fairly  presented  to  the  House.  But  he 
thought  that  queatioD  should  be  taken  np  on  its 
own  footing,  and  sot  be  snSered  to  interfere  with 
the  repeal  of  the  small  nnlmportant  existing 
dutv,  dtc. 

Hr.  Clat  (tbe  Speaker)  alao  oppoaed  the 
amendment;  at  tha  same  time  that  ae  did  not 
materially  differ  from  the  gentlemen  from  New 
York,  in  their  ricwa  of  the  evils  arinng  from  the 
circumslancei  they  had  referred  to.  Bat  be  ar- 
gued, and  proceeded  to  ehow  that  aoma  of  tboee 
•vUsdld  not  fraeeed  from  aales  at  aticUoo,  but 
from  defect*  in  onr  revenue  laws,  or  in  the  ad> 
ministration  of  tboee  lawi^  to  which  uibjeet  he 
eameaily  invited  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  H«aBB,aa  greatly  to  be  deprecated. 
The  system  of  sales  at  anetion  Mr.  C.  did  not 
consider  an  evil  of  such  magnitnde  at  represent- 
ed ;  but,  isirlr  conducted,  as  a  benefit  to  the  eom- 
mnnity,  a*  affording  goods  to  interior  merchants, 
dbe.  at  a  less  cost  of  commission,  profit,  Ac  than 
if  brought  from  the  shelve*  of  the  wholesale 
dealer.  Hr.  C.dwelt  on  the  importance  of  pro- 
tecting oar  manufactures,  by  correctiag  abuses  of 
the  revenne  system.  He  believed  the  fbir  dealer 
bad  much  cause  to  complain,  and  was  happy  in 
saying  that  be  believed  tbe  frauds  in  the  revenue 
to  which  he  had  referred  were  not  attribuuble 
to  the  American  merchant,  but  to  the  host  of 
dealers  cast  on  our  shores  by  the  present  slata  of 
Europe,  aod  invited  here  by  tbe  prospect  of  ad- 
Tontaigeon*  matkeis.    Tbe  remedy  was  not  to  be 


found,  be  eooclnded  by  saying,  in  a  duty  of  om 
per  cent,  on  sales  at  anetian ;  you  mast  go  deep- 
er: it  was  intbeeBlTieaatthecnatom-heme,  &«. 
that  the  evil  must  be  aought  and  corrected. 

Mr.  TALLiiADOE  said  he  and  his  colleagae  tmd 
been  entirely  miiunderatood  if  it  wa*  rappowd 
that  the  simple  retention  of  this  duty  was  their 
sole  object.  Their  intenlioo,  he  said,  was  to  pur- 
sue the  subject  in  detail,  the  present  motion  being 
intended  only  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
House,  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  decision 
faTorable  to  (heir  ultimate  views.  Although  not 
objecting  to  an  augmented  duly  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion, as  suggested  by  Mr.  Smith,  he  thought  it 
would  be  belter  to  suffer  the  prevent  duty  to  re- 
maJo,  and  let  the  aucliooecra  go  on  in  their  usual 
eourte  in  preference  to  breakiag  in  upon  tbe  sya> 
tern,  and  then  rcinaiating  it,  fte. 

Mr.  LowKDM  spoke  nnin  in  oppoeitiim  to  the 
motion,  on  tbe  grannd  tont  the  r^eal  should  be 
total  or  none.  If  one  exception  were  gtantoi^ 
the  same  reasoning  wovld  admit  oihera  till  the 
object  of  the  bill  waa  defeated.  Hr.  L.  replied 
to  sneeestions  which  had  fallen  from  Hr.  Smith 
and  Mr.  Clav.  He  was  not  psrsoaded  that  any 
decisive  injury  resulted  from  sales  at  anetion; 
and  if  not  productive  of  considerable  conreoieocs 
to  Ihe  communily,  they  would  not  be  generally 
texOTled  to.  He  was  not,  therefore,  in  faror  of 
pulling  a  stop,  br  prohibitory  duties,  to  a  mode 
of  traffic  generally  adopted,  and  conveaicnt  both 
to  the  buyer  and  nller.  To  tbe  continuance  of 
ihe  proent  duty  ha  wa*  decidedly  advene,  if  for 
no  other  reason,  for  tlie  great  iaconvewoBec  which 
wonid  atlond  the  oulleetion  if  retained. 

Hr.  Stobrs  stated  the  manner  in  which  he 
thought  tha  duty  might  be  readily  collected, 
through  the  agency  of  coUectora  of  the  ports,  &c. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Hr.  Tallmaboi's 
motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large 
majori^. 

Mr.  LiTTLB,  of  Uarylaud,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  iniroducing  a  provision  that  if,  dnriw  tha 
laic  war,  any  disttllers  bod  received  lieanee*  from 
the  OoverDtneot  which  they  were  prevented  from 
using  by  the  events  of  the  wot,  on  jtfoper  repio- 
sentation  to  the  Treasury  of  anclt  eases,  the  da- 
lles paid  shotild  be  refunded  in  piopoiiioD  to  tbe 
time  lost. 

Mr.  LowHDis  suggested  that  this  was  a  pro- 
vision too  general,  and  related  to  cases  on  which 
the  House  could  decide  individually  with  more 
propriety  than  in  a  general  manner. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  declined  wilbdntwing  hia  motion, 
and  stated  the  case  of  a  gentleman  in  Baltimore 
during  tbe  late  war,  all  whose  workmen  in  hi* 
extensive  diatiUcry  were  withdrawn  for  military 
service,  and  not  only  their  lime,  but  the  materlaia 
provided  had  been  destroyed.  He  thoueht  this 
a  proper  opportunity  for  providing  forsnch  casea 
generally. 

Ur.  L.'s  motion  was  negatived. 

The  quettioo  was  put  on  reporting  the  bill  to 


Mr.  Balovin,  of  Peonsylvaoia,  azpreased  his 
desire  of  further  time  to  reflect  on  this  subject,  ' 
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thai  ekfly  called  vp.  Hi  «u  boi  Milii&ed,  be 
■aid,  Tron  whst  ha  had  wen,  tiMt  the  eipeoMi  of 
tha  OovcntneBt  ooold  be  paid  withcMC  the  aid  of 
the  Jnlvmal  uxea.  It  mi  very  donbtfal  Id  him, 
from  the  digbt  view  be  had  taken  of  tbe  Tmsarf 
rcpon,  whether  ibejr  eocld  nfelr  hi  rqiealed. 
Be  foond,  in  that  r^ti  no  eitioiaie  wri  nade 
for  tbe  additional  ezpciiditare  for  pnblie  bnild- 
iofB,  and  for  lewnl  other  objecU.  A  bill  wis 
BOW  before  the  Hone,  be  aaid,  for  eomtaaiiofc 
miiiiary  bouatf  lands  for  moneV.  Tbe  amoaal 
of  axpendiinn  this  nmiare  would  inrolve,  would 
be  ten  DiUiau  of  dollari.  There  wai  in  the  ei- 
timaiea  no  proviiion  for  this  eoniingeney.  In 
looking  at  the  eitinMei  be  did  not  lee  from  what 
MOree  theaa  moneya  w«e  to  aceme,  if  Toted. 
So  importaat  a  bill  ai  ibii,  be  thonght,  oaKbi  not 
lo  be  harried  throogh  the  Honie.  It  baa  come 
hj  Hrprfie  on  the  membcn,  who  eonld  not  have 
bad  tirno  folly  lo  examine  the  dataili  of  tbe  bill. 
For  hiiMclf  be  was  not  diipoiad  to  act  on  the 
ealealationiof  othen.wb<B  he  had  timi  to  make 
bu  «WD.  He  tbougnt  he  nw  weighty  reaioai 
why  tbe  UVihoold  not  pan  ai  it  itood;  and  be 
did  not  know  (bat  the  publie  exigency  reqnired 
a  bill  of  tbii  kind  to  be  harried  throogb  without 
afiordlng  time,  to  the  new  memben  pnrtienlarly, 
to  czaoune  bow  far  the  calealaiion*  of  the  me- 
■m  at  Che  Treaanry  would  agree  with  tbe  faei ; 
to  compare  ibe  eatimatee  with  renill^  and  Me 
bow  fonaet  prediction!  on  this  head  nad  been 
rnitid.  For  bii  part,  Mr.  B,  laid,  be  tboald  be 
wrwiUiagi  on  eooung  acre  at  the  next  icni<Mi,  to 
pwa  a  law  for  a  loaa  to  niiqjr  any  deOoieoey 
u  tb«  reyenae.  Mr.  B.  eonelnaed  bv  moriog  to 
iii«  and  report  progreis,  and  aik  leave  to  ait 
again. 

Mr.  L^mDEa  oppo»d  the  motion  with  great 
reloetanee,  beeanse  dMirons  to  afford  time  to 
every  one  to  refiecl  on  public  measareii  but  the 
reason  why  id  early  deeiiion  on  this  bill  was 
urged,  bad  been  freely  Mated  by  the  eommiitee 
in  their  report,  and  he  boped  woold  be  satufac- 
tory.  It  woold  be  aappoiing  very  material  errors 
in  the  Seerelary  of  the  Treaanry,  as  well  as  in 
the  Commtliee  of  Wayi  and  Means,  to  presume, 
after  tbe  atatetaents  ibey  had  made,  Ibe  prob- 
ability of  a  deficiency  in  tbe  revenue,  when  it 
wa«  eatimated  that,  in  the  ^ear  1619,  [here  would 
be  m  aarplni  of  nine  millioni  in  the  Treaanry, 
after  ikying  the  liberal  appropriation  for  the  re- 
demption Dt  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  referring  to  the  Treaiury  report, 
aaid,  that  it  appeared  that  tbe  balance  ealimatea 
(o  be  in  the  Treaanry  in  1819,  wu  auted  to  be 
applicable  to  the  redemption  of  ihe  Loniiiana 
atock. 

Hr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  aaid,  that  from  the 
examination  which  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meana  ^oC  winch  he  ii  a  member)  had  made  of 
the  aubjeei,  the  Honae  need  be  under  no  appre- 
henaion  of  any  waot  of  money.  As  to  the  Louis- 
iana stock,  tbe  Qoreromeni  might  or  might  not 
redeem  it  at  the  time  ipecified,  being  bound  only 
lo  redeem  it  in  insialmeots  of  three  millions  an* 
noally,  (ben  lo  commence.     Tbe  escimatea  of 


reream  h«etofl>K  made  by  the  Treasury,  Mr. 
P.  said,  bad  fallen  much  below  the  mark.  They 
bad  laat  year  calentated  on  twelve  miltions  from 
impofta ;  tbe  aeoal  product  bad  exceeded  twenty. 
There  waa  not  the  least  apprehension  of  any  de- 
ficieDcy  of  revenue.  If  there  were  be  might  re- 
mind the  Hoaie  that,  of  ibe  ten  millioBa  annually 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  publie  Ma, 
after  tbe  present  year,  and  certainly  after  the  par* 
ment  of  the  Loniaiana  debt,  five  millions  only 
ean  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  pnblie  debt, 
except  to  the  remnant  of  tbe  dd  deferrred  atoek. 
The  remaining  five  millions  mast  then  either  be 
idle  in  tbe  Treaaury  nniil  the  year  1835,  or  be  ap- 
plied to  Ibe  purchase  of  debt  aoove  par,  if  it  aaa- 
not  be  got  at  par.  It  would  be  seen,  tberefbre, 
that  no  difficaliy  conld  be  apprehended  from  the 
of  revenue.   Mr.F. added,  if  itweranoiim- 


portant  that  this  bill  should  pass  witbio  (ha 
preaenl  year,  he  would,  with  pleaanre,  conaenl  to 
I  la  poatponeme  o  t 

Theqnealion  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  Baldwix's 
motioe,  and  negatived. 

The  Committee  loae  and  reported  (heir  tgreo- 
ment  to  the  bill,  without  aiDMdmaat. 
On  tbe  question  to  engrosa  the  bill- 
Mr.  BEEcaan,  of  Ohio,  said  he  was  not  snf- 
ficienllv  aequaioted  with  ihli  subject  lo  acl  con- 
clusively on  it,  and  be  presumed  otheta  might  be 
in  tbe  same  situation.  To  give  them  lime  to  ex- 
amine, he  moved  to  adjonrn. 

This  motion  was  lost  by  a  large  nujoriiyj  aad 
the  bill  was  ordered  lo  be  eogrosaed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

Thobbday,  December  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parbib.  the  Committee  ob 
Naval  Affikirs  were  inatrocled  to  inquire  into  (hi 
expediency  of  altering  the  rank  and  emolamenti 
of  surgeons  in  the  Navy  of  Ibe  United  Slates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  ihe  Committee  on 
tbe  PuUic  Lands  were  iostrocied  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  ealab- 
lishment  of  land  offices  for  the  aale  of  tbe  public 
taods  in  tbe  Missouri  Tenitoty,  at  the  following 
places:  at  tbe  town  of  Arkansas,  in  the  county 
of  Arkansas ;  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  in  the  coiin- 
tv  of  Cape  Qirardeau  J  at  Ibe  seat  of  justice,  in 
the  county  of  Lawrence ;  and  at  the  seat  of  jni- 
tice.  in  the  county  of  Howard. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houma,  of  Massacbuseil^ 

Saolved,  That  Ihe  committee  on  so  much  or 
the  President's  Message  its  relates  to  roads,  ca- 
nals, and  seminaries  orleatning,  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  otproviding  by  law 
for  cons iru Cling  a  navigable  canal  lo  unite  the 
waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with  the  waien  of  ttie 
Mississippi.  ' 

Raolved,  That  the  same  commillee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  provi- 
ding by  law  for  constructing  a  navigable  canal 
to  Duite  the  waters  of  Tennessee  river  witb  the 
waters  of  the  Tombiabee. 

Raolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  in- 
,  strueied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provl- 
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.Aag  by  UiWJot  inproTinc  tbc  Duvigition  of  the 

Qn  fnotioa  of  Mr.  Sampkh),  ih«  CommiiiM 
.«■  ibe  Pom  Office  lad  Poai  RmJi  were  iMlrnel- 
•d  U>  ioqoire  ioUi  the  ezmiii»«|r  or  ntabliabiag 
m  pMt  irad  direct  from  the  eail  pariah  ofBriilffe- 
wator,  thfontb  Hslirax,  Plimpton,  ■odKni*- 
too,  to  Plymouth  in  MacMchueilt. 

Oa  molioD  of  Mr.  HanDUOKR.  iha  ConmiltM 
OB  PenfioBi  aod  R«valutionarf  Claima  were  ia- 
■traoied  lo  inquire  into  the  eipMienc;  of  |>Lioui( 
WiUiaai  Samoei,  of  Hbruob  coaBiy,  ia  iIm 
StaU  of  ladiBDB,  on  ibo  p«D»OB  liiu 

The  tatne  cosimtuee  were  alw>  in«tra«ted  to 
iltqaire  ibIo  the  espedieocy  of  plaeing  Jamte 
Aa^iew,  of  ibe  coaoly  of  Ontagc,  and  Bute  of 
lAdiaoa,  OB  Ibe  peoBJon  liit. 

Hr.  BAaaiTT  Babmitied  ibe  following  proposi- 
tioB  of  BBeadmeol  to  tbc  Mandiag  roles  aad  oi- 
detB,  wblch  wii  read  and  laid  ob  ibe  laUe  BnEil 
to-morrow: 


Stmt' 


deniindad  by  «>ma   member,  i 


imandad  br  tc 
rtbeSpMkar. 


Ob  motion  of  Mr.  BtsaiTT,  the  CoamtltM  of 
Aceonol*  were  joEtructed  lo  inquire  into  the 
tniDoer  in  which  ibe  cooiraetor  perfornu  his  eo- 

Egemeni  for  printing  and  for  itatioDery  to  Ibis 
ODM,  and  report  thereoo. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FoaeTTH,  the  Secretarf  of 
War  was  directed  to  lajr  before  this  House  the 
accoQBt  of  the  itiins  awarded  lo  the  different 
claimanls  bf  the  Comminioner  nnder  tbe  act 
eotitled  "Ad  act  antboriziog  tbe  paymeni  for 
property  lost,  captiued,  pr  dflatfajreil  hv  ibe  ene- 
mj  while  in  tbe  miUiar)r  Mrriee  of  toe  Uaited 
Iptales,  and  for  other  purposes,"  pawed  the  9tl)  of 
.'.April,  1S16.  aad  the  Act  lo  amend  the  said  act, 
passed  ibe  3d  of  Mareb,  1817,  the  apecies  of  prop- 
.eit;  for  wbicb  they  were  reipecliTeJy  awarded, 
dUtinguishing  wbai  auma  bave  been  paid,  and 
Ibe  causes  Which  delay  or  prerent  the  paymeiii 
«f  the  rtsidne. 

Co  motion  of  Mr.  Uarh,  tbe  Military  Com- 
tnitiee  were  iDstrnclcd  to  inquire  into  tbe  ezpe- 
dieDcy  of  making  provision  for  sucb  officers  and 
Mldiera  of  ihe  miliiia  as  have  become  disabled  ia 
contequence  of  dibeasea  coDiracted  while  in  tbe 
terrice  of  tbe  United  States,  and  for  tbe  widows 
and  orpbina  of  those  officer*  and  soldiers  who, 
from  liKe  causes,  bare  died  aioce  their  return 
^ome. 

Oti  motion  of  Mr.  SpaMCEE,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  inairucled  to  inquire  wbeiher 
any,  and  if  any,  what  legal  proTiaions  are  neces- 
sary to  prescribe  tbe  effect  which  Ibe  public  acts, 
lecordi,  and  judicial  proeecdinga  of  each  Stale 
shall  bare  in  tbe  courts  of  every  oiber  Stale. 
And  Ibal  tbe  same  commiUee  be  also  directed  lo 
bquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  further 
proTisiona  by  law  are  necebsary  to  insure  a  more 
prompt  poblicatiou  of  ilie  Laws  of  the  United 
s^and  a  more  speedy  and  general  diatribu- 
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fauu  a  sauiK  s^vcuT  aau  gent? 
them  throughout  tbe  Union. 


Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Mihobb, 

Bttolwed,  That  the  Preaident  .of  th«  :UBitad 
Slam  be  rrqaeated  to  cause  lo  be  laid  befora  litia 
House  a  return  of  tha  present  Mreiwtk  of  ibe 
Army  of  the  Uaitad  Btatea,  with  theaaU  ibatioa 
thereof  amoBg  the  acventl  miliiarr  ■osta.vhieb 
it  ia  dasigned  to  protect,  lofetlwr  with  aay  iafor- 
BBiioB  whkb  he  may  be  able  (o  afford,  iaq»eet- 
iog  IbeeotiipeteBoy  ofaachforae  to  preaeiraaBd 
dcfeod  the  forlificaliosa  aatong  wbieh  it  isdw- 
(ributcd,  aad  toaid  io  eonatmeiiag  and  to  defend 
anch  other  military  works,  if  any,  as  it  nay  b« 
ia  the  coBtemplation  of  tbe  Gor«rBBB«Bt  to  erect 
for  tbe  more  cOecliial  seauriiy  of  (he  Qoiled 
Statea,  aad  of  the  sCTeral  Tecritoriei  thereof. 

Ob  motioD  of  Mr.  Coan,  a  eommiltca  waa  ap- 
poialed  to  iaqniie  into  tbe  claioKof  ocrtaia  da- 
taohments  of  the  militia  of  Ghorgia  for  aeraiMs 
performed  ia  the  defence  of  that  Slate  darteg  the 
years  1793  aad  17M,  by  order  from  ibe  Bzce«-  | 
tire  of  thai^State  nader  a  discreiiaaary  power 


Cobb,  Aucubbeb  Smyth,  WiluImb,  of  North 
CBroliBa,TBBBti.L,HaBOM,BBHMETt,aBd£aai.i, 
■rare  appoiBted  tbe  committee. 

Ob  motioB  of  Mr.  SHrrK,  of  Maryland,  ibe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  direaied  to 
iaqtiire  whether  any,  aad  if  aay,  what  anead- 
mesia  are  aececBiry  lo  the  act  eBiitlad  "Aa  aet 
10  (egulaie  ibe  duties  on  imporu  and  tonnage." 

Tbe  bill  for  oaatinniag  the  HiBt  establiahmcat 
at  Philadelphia  pasaed  ihrangk  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbole,  baring  beea  called  up  by  Mr.  8ar- 
BBBT.  The  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  « 
a  third  raadiBg  without  oi^aaiiien. 

BEPEAL  OP  INTERNAL  DUTIES. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  tbe  abolitioi^of  the  ia- 
ternal  duties  was  read  tbe  [bird  time. 

Mr.  WaLSBB,  of  North  CaroliBa.  said  be  had 
DO  doubt  of  the  passage  of  tbe  bill ;  but,  aa  ibe 
House  wasaboui  to  uke  leave  of  an  old  acquaint- 
ance, tbe  iDlernal  laxea,  which  tbis  bill  prqpaaaa 
to  lepcal — 00  which  he  cheerfully  coagtaiulaied 
his  fellow  ciiizea>~be  called  for  the  jrcai  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  ii. 

The  question  baring  hoeo  swiad  "  Shall  Mae 
bill  pass  7' 

Mr.  HoPKiNaOH,  of  PeDnavlrania,  roac.  To 
oppose  a  measure  which  had  beea  reeomnandad 
by  the  President,  and  would  most  probabir  be 
most  joyfully  receirrd  by  a  great  majority  oT  the 

Eeople,  he  said,  would  be  an  effort  so  alterly 
opeleu  of  succesa,  aa  almost  lo  amount  lo  an 
absurdity.  He  should  not  attempt  it;  bnt  at  tha 
same  time  it  seemed  lo  bim  to  be  both  an  t^cial 
and  coaicieniious  duty  to  express  and  aci  upon 
the  opinion  he  really  possessed  upon  every  un- 
poriaai  question  of  legislatioa  upon  wbioh  be 
waa  called  upon  to  role.  In  ihe  performance  af 
tbis  duty,  he  said,  but  without  troubling  tha 
House  with  BD  ncnecessary  and  useless  diMua- 
sign,  I  must  gire  my  roice  against  ihc  loial  r«- 
peal  and  extinction  of  our  Bystem  of  iniernal 
iBiBliuD.    I  hold  it  to  be  uowise  in  any  nation. 
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pariicDUrlr  in  ■  nktion  now  nii^tiag  Ur^Iy. 
■fld  Mmcwhtl  keeolr,  loo,  in  die  gmt  bbiiouI 
coQcvrns  or  ib«  world,  •ad  of  coime  exposed  to 
all  ihe  daa^ers  reraltiog  from  meh  eonoexioDs, 
to  drptiTO  lUelf  of  Ibe  onlr  sauraaa  of  rercaae 
whlcb  it  (mnconnandaodrelr  Dpon^tail  tinei 
■Dd  ID  k11  Mweai,  wbeiber  ihe  poliiioel  iimo- 
■phere  b«  dislorbed  ind  shaken  bf  the  slotni  of 
war  or  repeaei  in  tbe  traoqaiitity  of  peace.  We 
are  not  wiiboot  a  sad  and  calanitom  expetisDce 
on  iLisEubjeei;  aad  have  hcd  aodfelt  hov  ruin- 
oos  U  M  to  wait  uatil  tbe  enemf  liaea  oar  coaii 
iwd  cut*  off  ibe  Bowibiiiir  of  reeeiWag  supplies 
to  oar  Treaaarf  Irom  exienial  sodtccs,  before  we 
Ml  aboat  10  er|^iz<  a  sf  stem  fco-  pcodociog  rave- 
DO*  from  withiD.  If  ibe  peoplo  are  ever  so  wU- 
liog  to  bear  Iba  Irardes  when  oeeeuary,  tbe  liaie 
required  to  raise  th«  revenue  will  be  ■  period  of 
embarrassmeDt  to  the  Gkivenmanl,  of  distress  to 
tbe  pnbtie  credit,  and  diarepotable  loaoa,  allow- 

iog  a  beavj  diseouai  to  the  lender.     I " 

'•       •     ilaniiies  by  keepiDi "" 

<  aystcm  of  iotetna 
ieclB  properl/  selected  and  judicioailf  cotlecied, 
I  bare  no  foodoeas  for  oppteuia;  tbe  people. 
Wby  should  1  have  1  I  must  expect  to  bear  tay 
share  of  tbe  burdeo.  But  it  is  better  lo  draw  a 
sooderate  supply  liom  ibera  in  tbe  lime  of  their 
prosperity  Ibao  to  come  dowo  opoii  ibem  with  a 

Eiaobiag  oppression  in  the  day  of  difficnliy.  Tbe 
onorable  ebajroMn  of  lbs  Commiaee  of  Ways 
and  Ueaai,  with  the  discretion  aod  rcflectioD 
wbiob  beloDg  to  him,  admiu  the  proposed  repeal 
i«  founded  oa  our  sUle  of  paaee,  and  its  probable 
cDDtiouaace  with  all  the  world,  and  frankly  de> 
elarca  tbat  if  onr  foreign  rtlations  wer*  otbewi 
be  would  oppgae  the  Mpasl.  Are  we  not,  : 
trnstiBg  too  moeb  to  this  ^7  Yes,  sir,  tf' we 
eoold  oe  assured  of  peipeiosl  peace,  we  might  do 
many  ezorileai  tbiogs,  and  avoid  nuav  evils. 
So  we  not  keep  our  atmv  aod  uavy  Decaose 
war  WKty  eome  1  And  shonfd  we  not  for  tbe  same 
leasoo  keep  up  the  mesDi,  and  the  only  means, 
by  wbicta  we  can  maiotaio  tbis  army  and  navy 
wben  iboir  aid  sbatl  be  required  7  We  are  to 
•speod  a  million  a  year  \a  augmaol  the  navy, 
and  naufih  more  than  ibis  to  support  tbe  army, 
both  of  whiab  wJll  be  useless  il  we  are  uever 
agaiD  lo  b«  troubled  with  war.  Bealdsa,  sir,  if  J 
do  notaupJMlgasameiiidicalioDSBlTeaily  exhibit- 
ad,  ve  are  about  anteiiag  a  path  which,  il  pur- 
sued, may  lead  us  to  tread  down  the  pawetfol 
hypoihasis  reeling  on  this  momentous  -y  and 
bring  us  Bgaia  to  ihe  field  of  slaughter,  if  we 
Toally  bare  too  much-money,  (which,  by  the  bye, 
is  aatory  we  beard  once  before.)  why  not  remove 
tbeiinpostrrom  lali;  reduce  the  tonnage ;  tedtiee 
the  duties  on  sugar,  eofiee,  tea,  and  other  attieles, 
no  longer  laxnties,  but  neoessatias  of  life  for  the 
poor  as  welt  as  ibe  ricb,  why  not  expend  tbe  uir* 
plna  in  the  inleraal  improvement  ofour  coantry, 
ao  loudly  called  for  and  so  much  required  1  1 
shall  trouble  the  House  do  further  on  tblssobjeei 
than  Lo  say  thai,  while  I  oppose  ibe  general  de- 
alruction  of  all  tbe  internal  taxes,  there  are  some 
of  them  I  would  gladly  dispense  with. 


Mr.  BaLDwiVjOf  PeB&aylvai)ia,sa: 
la  him  to  be  a  singulaT  thing,  ifaat  whilst,  only 
three  ^eara  aga,  Congresa  were  legislating  iheae 
taxes  inlo  eiisieuae, and  payias  a  pretDium  af 
thirtr  per  cent,  lo  the  nsarers  for  money,  ibey 
should  now  be  legislating  on  what  wad  eallad  a 
irplai  revenue;  not  snrplna  in  fact,  but  in  aati- 
padoD.  Ha  knew,  he  said,  that  it  was  not  pcr- 
miiied  to  bim,  and  lo  oiber  yonng  members,  to 
take  time  to  given  due  examinalioa  to  ibesnb- 
iect— be  had  requesied  it  yasteeday,  aod  been  re- 
fused, aad  be  was  therefore  obliged  to  go  iaio 
the  subject  without  moeb  considentio?.  Re- 
ferring to  tbe  cslimale  of  the  Treasnty.of  tbe 
expendiinrat  for  the  ensuing  year,  he  found  a 
varialiott  between  those  for  ibe  preseat  year  and 
It,  for  which  be  could  not  aecounL  Tb« 
esiimBie  for  the  Armj;,  for  inslaaoe,  was  two 
milliaas  kas  this  year  than  the  last— on  what 
data  formed  be  did  not  know.  Nothing  bad  ap- 
peared wbicb  saiisfied  bim  ibat  Congress  could 
ilojuatice  to  the  oounirv  io  taking  off  tbe  taxea 
on  estimaleaof  this  k)ncl,wheD  there  was  noccr- 
taiuty  that  they  were  correct.  If  we  have  thia 
surplus  revenue,  why  not,  as  bad  been  joatly  re> 
marked  hy  bis  aolleagne,  lake  off  ibe  uxee  from 
ihe  neeessarica  of  tile?  It  bad  beeb  said,  that 
the  imposu  WBM  collected  at  less  expensa  ihau 
the  imeinal  leaenoe.  But  what  was  the  com* 
IMiative  M)teiis«  to  tbe  consumer?  If  be  pays 
his  money  m  taxes  direetly  to  Ihe  collector,  be 
pays  no  more  than  that ;  but  if  be  pay*  it  on  tbe 
iocreaeed  priiee  of  the  cotBrnodtties  be  consumes, 
he  pays  heavy  eonmisRioBs  likewise  to  the  im- 
porter, Ibe  wbolasale  and  retail  dealer,  throngb 
whose  hands  tbe  •nicies  pass.  I  do  noi  know, 
said  Mr.  B.,  wby  we  in  the  West,  who  are  so 
mneh  interested  in  this  view  of  the  quastlon, 
should  be  parmiltad  to  pay  onr  taxes  dircaily  lo 
the  Oavetameal,  iaaiead  of  payiog  tbe  increased 
amount  ebargad  on  foreign  goods.  The  repeal 
of  ibesa  uxea,  be  aaid,  he  believed  to  be  fraught 
with  ooaecquenees  highly  iajurloaa  to  manolac- 
lurea,  as  leading  to  produce  objeoiioo  to  ibe  im- 
positioo  of  any  pcoiesUng  duties  on  imported 
maDufaoturcB,  wiiich  would  be  asked  of  Coa- 
gress.  He  was  *iue,  he  aaid,  that  public  upinioa 
did  not  require  tht  repeal  of  tbe  internal  duiieti 
and,  he  bcliend,  tbat  ihose  who  should  rote  for 
this  bill,  under  lbs  impnsaioa  tbat  ihey  ought  lo 
follaw^anU  ware  Ibllowiog,  pohtic  feetiog,  would 
find  they  werz  taking  a  wrong  eonrse.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  lepcafwunld  be  unpopulsr;  that 
Ihe  peaple  were  no  longer  to  he  misled  fay  namea, 
and  lalready  saw  that  it  was  baiter  to  pay  their 
taxes  diieeilylhan  indirectly  to  the Ooveru meat. 
Mr.  B.  said,  be  was  nnwilliog  to  trust  to  the  at- 
snraniK  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
that  taxes  would  be  again  laid  wbeoever  seoes- 
sary.  When  were  these  taxes  laid,  Mr.  B.  ssked  % 
Not  uniil  the  ihinl  veseion  afier  the  war  was  de- 
clared; il  was  not  nntil  tbe  Goveromeni  was 
desiiiuie  of  means,  that  the  taxes  were  impo:ied — 
aad  before  tbe  proceeds  of  them  flowed  into  ihe 
Treasury,  the  stock  of  the  Ooveromeot  had  been 
hawked  about  to  any  bidder,  and  tbe  Oovern- 
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meat  ilvlf  had  becom*  the  pTCf  of  nttj  shark 
orartr  id  ibe  iioek  alle;*  of  ihe  oalion.  When 
the  taies  ibould  ba  again  waoled  ibey  wonld  be 
aBKio  delayed,  till  the  nation  was  oo  the  Terge 
of  bankruptcy.  However  ihue  might  think 
resommended  the  meaiDre,  and  thoM  who  Wcie 
BOW  ^eeipitaling  it  ihrooKb  the  Honae,  the  pub- 
lie  opinion,  he  wat  «aii<&ed,  wai  on  the  other 
aide.  He  Teprtaented  a  part  of  the  conntry  wbicb 
might  be  sappoied  to  be  iniereated,  and  the  peo 

Cla  there  were  opposed  to  the  repeal,  which  he 
elicTed  with  ihem,  to  be  hoalile  to  the  beat  iu' 
tereata  of  the  Weat.  -Mr.  B.  laid,  he  did  not  wiib 
to  enlirge  on  the  lubjcct — he  knew  it  was 
lete;  and  if  the  gentlemen  who  were  preiting 
forward  the  meaenre  thought  ihey  were  rannJDg 
the  race  of  popnlarily,  he  thonld  impede  their 
progreu  bnt  a  few  misntes.  But  he  wished 
gentlemen  to  reflect  a  moment,  whether  the  anb- 
staotiaJ  Intetettt  of  the  conntry  would  not  be 
terionily  iojored  hy  the  measare.  It  would  ap- 
pear to  him,  he  aaid,  before  repealing  iheie  taxes, 
ihey  ought  to  wait  towards  the  eloee  of  the  m«- 
sioo,  and  eee  what  erpeaditorei  Congreat  migbt 
authorize.  PropoNlioni  for  providiDg  iot  the 
Widowi  and  orpnane,  of  toldiere  killed  in  battle, 
for  erecting  three  additional  military  academies, 
for  establiabiug  a  corps  of  iorahdi,  dbc..  were 
before  the  Honae,  and  a  bill  bad  been  already 
reported  for  commuiing  aoldier*'  lands  for  mo- 
ney, whieh,  if  paseed^ould  of  itself  require 
ten  million  dollars.  WheDoe  is  this  money  lo 
come  1  In  reply  to  the  suggestioa  of  a  want  of 
preMnt  objects  to  which  to  a^j^y  the  sarplus  of 
leienue,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  objeeia  conld  not  be 
wanting  as  long  as  the  twenty-one  millions  of 
stock  of  the  Uoited  States  ssbseribed  to  the  Na- 
tional Bank  remaiaed  nntedeemed.  It  appeared 
from  ihe  TiCHury  report,  that  during  the  preeeni 
year  only  eighleeen  millions  of  stock  had  been 
redeemed  allogether:  amoag  tbe  particulars  of 
information,  the  want  of  which  he  fek,  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  should  like  to  know  how  much  of  this 
eighteen  millions  was  that  which  had  been  sub- 
scribed lo  Ihe  back,  and  what  portion  was  of 
other  stock.  If  tea  ot  eleren  inillioas  of  that 
stock  were,  as  he  preaomed,  yet  redeemable,  it 
would  lake  aw&y  one  stroDg  atgument  for  Ihe 
repeal  of  the  taxes,  by  afiwding  an  object  to 
wtioh  to  apply  Ihe  sarplus  levenne.  There 
were,  Mr.  B.  concltided  by  sayinff,  rarious  con- 
sidentioos  which  pressed  on  bis  mind  against 
the  panaga  of  this  hill :  bat  he  wished  twt  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Hoasc.  He  had  briefly 
staled  some  of  the  reasons  why  be  conceired  tbe 
IhII  impolitic  and  of  a  rainoBa  tendcney  to  tbe 
important  iniCFesls  of  the  coontr^. 

III.  SBBaiANT,  of  FennsylTania,  next  spoke  lo 
Ihe  question.  In  the  threshold  of  his  retnarks, 
he  disclaimed  all  intention  to  eater  into  the  race 
for  popularity,  which  bad  been  spoken  of.  Ou 
a  subject  of  ibis  kind,  there  ought  to  be  a  belief 
that  Uie  members  were  all  acineted  by  fair  mo- 
tiTea,  particularly  on  a  question  where,  it  sppeared 
to  him,  tbe  weight  of  the  aigument  was  id  favor 
of  the  repeal;  and  it  was  to  endeavor  to  show, 


that,  in  rating  to  repeal  the  intemal  daues.  the 
members  of  the  House  might  act  from  reasoa, 
sod  not  from  ■  desire  of  popularity,  ibat  he  rat. 
In  the  first  place,  with  respect  to  the  system  of 
internal  taxation,  be  said  he  was  doi  apprized 
how  the  argument  applied  which  recommead^ 
the  coniinuince  of  a  svitem ;  becaoie  the  greater 
part  of  the  system  which  had  been  established, 
the  very  bone  of  it.  bad  been  taken  ont,aadibert 
remained  some  half  dozen  of  taxes  which  aecmed 
10  have  been  left,  not  as  cMistitnting  a  sytiem 
ceruinly,  bat  to  ([uard  against  the  possible  cbaaee 
of  a  deficiency  id  the  lerenne.  Let  gefltlemea 
look  at  the  taxes  lemaiDing,  and  see  whether  ibey 
did  not  present  theroselvcs  in  that  view  to  them. 
Now,  it  appeared  to  him,  Ur.  8.  said,  instead  of 
talking  about  maintaining  a  system,  geotlemen 
should  turn  their  attention  lo  tbe  taxes  individ- 
ually, and  see  whether  there  wis  any  one  of  the 
taxes  which,  on  the  eround  of  its  own  merits 
ongbl  la  be  preserved.  To  at  least  four  out  i( 
six  of  the  taxes  which  remain,  Mr.  8.  said  te 
bad,  on  general  gronnds,  decided  objections,  sid 
would  prefer  very  mneh,  if  the  rcvenae  derimi 
from  them  was  necessary,  that  it  should  be  col- 
lected from  other  objects.  He  iottaneed  as  a 
duly  pariienlarly  objecdonable,  that  on  the  re- 
fining of  sugai^-«  valuable  branch  of  domestic 
indnsiry — which,  at  former  periods,  had  been 
specially  fostered  and  encoutiged,  by  drawbacks, 
«c  This  branch  of  tninofacttires  wu  exceed- 
ingly oppressed  by  this  tax,  as  was  well  known 
to  many  members  who  repreeenied  the  towns 
where  it  was  carried  on.  The  lax  on  retailers  of 
foreign  articles  was  also  extremely  oppressive, 
falling  without  discrimi nation  on  every  one  who 
was  koncslly  endenvwing  by  retailing  to  obtain 
a  livelihood,  and  who  was  obliged  to  mix  the 
smallest  particle  of  foreign  produce  in  his  avort- 
ment :  and  we  hive  seen  Ibe  small  dealers  vanish 
nader  the  operation  of  the  tax.  The  duty  on 
stamps  too  was  objectionable,  as  operating  only 
on  a  particular  elasa  of  eitixens,  and  that  clan 
tbe  industrions  and  enterprising  one:  It  opnatcd 
not  on  the  capitalist;  not  on  the  man  who  bsi 
money— for  he  has  no  occasion  to  go  into  bank 
for  more — but  on  those  who  are  benefittiaff  tbe 
public  by  their  activity  and  employment  of  bor- 
rowed capital  To  tbe  remaining  taxes  he  bad 
no  partlealar  objection,  and  if  he  saw  any  neces- 
sity for  it,  would  be  williog  to  continue  them. 
Bat  why  continue  ibem  7  To  be  prepared  for 
war  hereafter,  and  not  overUken  bv  difficulty 
when  it  comes  1  If  ever  (said  Bfr.  B.)  there  was 
a  period  in  this  country  when  there  was  a  stronger 
possible  appearance  of  a  conlinaanee  of  peace, 
he  bad  do  koowled^e  of  ii.  He  knew  not  from 
what  quarter  hostilities  could  be  expected ;  and 
^  was  sure  he  saw  no  disposition  in  this  House 
involve  the  nstion  in  war.  Hr.  8.  said  he 
would  not  recur  to  thai  period  when  these  taxes 
were  laid,  nor  say  whether  it  was  loo  soon  or  loo 
late;  but  tbe  srgumeat  which  bad  been  derived 
from  that  retrospect  seemed  lo  him  to  prove  too 
much.  For  a  man  puts  on  his  armor  when  he 
goes  into  battle,  and  when  be  comes  out  he  pots 
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ic  bf.  If  yon  foctcr  Ih*  iatcraitt  of  the  citiieD, 
bj  relierJM  him  fron  bofden*  in  ihow  ■voca- 
tions whieti  enrich  him  and  ibt;  conntrjr,  it  ii 
then  yon  preptre  the  armor  lo  be  pur  on  id  war. 
Mr.  8.  Hid  he  had  *llll  another  objection  lo  re- 
taiDinK  theie  laxn.  He  beliered  we  could  not 
Ions  haTe  a  turplut  in  ibe  Treacurf .  If  we  begaa 
with  a  large  •orplni,  meaoi  wonld  apeedilf  be 
foond  of  ipending  it,  and  that  probablr  id  project* 
not  the  mott  ntefnl  or  advaniageoas  to  tha  com' 
mnnitf;  and,  if  ibe  laxa*  were  retained,  we 
shogld  find  onrHlrcB  toon  wiihont  a  snrplua,  and 
in  the  case  of  emergency  ioiiead  of  reinilaling 
repealed  taxei,  would  bare  to  lay  new  lazea,  in 
addition,  to  ibe  tame  amooni  as  ihoie  already 
exiatiog.  He  wonld  not  inquire,  he  said,  wbeihcr 
it  wai  popular  to  keep  the  taxes  on  or  take  them 
off;  but  he  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  this  House 
to  the  people,  when  there  was  revenue  enough 
to  meet  the  public  expendimr^  not  nnneoessarily 
to  continue  the  public  burden*. 

Mi.  HoLiua,  of  Massac bnaetts,  said,  the  prayer 
of  every  Rc|)nblic  ought  to  be,  give  me  neither 
poverty  nor  riches.  A  young  Oovernmeat,  like 
a  yonng  nun,  wa*  very  apt  to  be  ambitiou  j  and 
wnen  we  have  money,  we  have  an  opportnnity 
of  jgratifying  that  ambition.  Another  objection 
to  uving  more  money  than  we  want,  was,  that 
it  erealcd  too  many  calls  op  the  Treasury.  We 
have  already  fonnd  out  (bat  we  have  a  small  sor* 
pliu  in  tha  .Treastiry :  and  it  hat  already  gene- 
rated a  fr*at  many  elaims  on  it.  He  presumed 
that,  before  the  and  of  the  lettion,  where  there 
was  one  thonnnd  dollar*  of  turplna,  there  would 
be  a  million  of  demand.  It  would  be  rather  a 
singular  pocition  to  Sod  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in,  that  they  who  hold  the  purse-strings 
of  the  nation  should  be  ur^ng  money  into  Ine 
pocket  of  the  Exeeniivc.  We  are  told  by  the 
Ezeonilvc,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  there  it  no  need  of 
these  taxe*i  on  that  branch  of  the  Government 
would  fall  the  responsibility,  if  the  Trcattur 
shoold  become  at  empty  as  some  apprehended, 
and  wn  thould  require  money  when  we  cannot 
obtain  it  As  iqgarded  ■  tyitem  of  iniemal  tax- 
ation^  Mr.  H.  said  he  hoped  that  he  should  never 
■ee,  in  tbia  conntry,  tnch  a  system  established. 
He  hoped  internal  tasation  wotud  only  be  resorted 
to  when  the  exigencies  of  the  country  required 
it;  and  then,  and  then  only,  would  the  people 
enidnre  it.  It  it  odious  to  the  people ;  eo  much  ao, 
in  principle,  that  there  was  ^reat  objection,  at  the 
formation  of  our  Conttitntion,  to  giving  to  the 
Congress  thepower  tolay  internal  taxes.  He  said 
he  believed  that  at  ibis  time,  whether  it  was  pop- 
ular or  unpopnlar  to  relieve  the  people  from  tnete 
taxes,  it  wonld  b«  beet  for  (hem  to  be  repealed ; 
as  indeed  he  rather  inclined*  to  believe  that  the 
people  themselves  thought.  He  should  be  un- 
wiuiogi  ^°'  bimself,  to  take  any  share  of  the  re- 
spooiibiliiy  of  oootiauing  a  broken  nrttem,  at  it 
had  been  apity  described-^n  imperfect  and  un- 
equal system  of  inieraal  laiei.  If  ibe  system 
were  a  perfect  one ;  if  ic  bore  equally  on  all 
classes  of  citizens;  if  it  were  tuch  a  system  as 
Wat  both  Dtceseary  and  piopei,  there  might  be  a 


reason  for  retaining  it :  but,  having  none  of  these 

!|u  all  lies,  he  would  pot  an  end  lo  this  routiUced 
■brie  of  taxation.    He  was,  be  said,  in  favor  of 


keeping  up  ihe  Army  as  a  military  tchool;  ibe 
Navy,  too,  be  hoped  would  be  elvay*  eherished, 
to  defend  our  rigbtt  on  the  oceen,  u  it  once  has 
done.  Both  these  object^  should  be  well  alleoded 
to ;  bat,  if  we  had  already  revenue  enough  for 
boib,  and  for  all  other  expense*  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  anti  for  the  rapid  redemptioa  of  ihe  public 
debt,  without  the  aid  of  ibeie  taxes,  wby  should 
they  be  retained?  He  wa*  for  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity for  our  people  lo  be  prosperous,  that,  when 
their  direct  aid  shell  again  be  necMsary,  they 
may  be  in  a  condilion  and  disposition  to  come 
forward  and  cheerfully  coDiribote  it.  But,  Mr. 
H.  said,  he  apprehended  the  recurrence  of  no  sueh 
stale  of  thing*  as  we  had  lately  seen.  Our  trials 
have  pasted:  ^e  have  seen  the  worstevilsof  onr 

Mr.  Basbodb,  of  Virginia,  said  that,  although 
be  was  satisfied  tbi*  bill  would  past,  and  alibough, 
when  be  came  into  ihe  House  to-day,  he  had 
nothing  like  an  inleotion  of  uttering  one  word 
upon  it,  be  thougbl  il  bit  duty  to  vindicate  the 

Erinciples  which  guided  bim  in  his  vole  on  the 
ill  before  the  House.  He  premited  that,  in  giv 
iog  hi*  vole  for  ibis  bill,  he  was  in  no  degree  in- 
flaenced  by  a  desire  for  popularity,  except  that 
be  a  desire  for  popular  favor  which  prompt*  ns  to 
decide  correctly,  according  to  our  imprettions, 
when  the  interest  of  tbe  nation  is  concerned. 
Paseiog  from  that  remark,  be  came  lo  the  qntf 
lion  whether,  under  existing  circuou lancet,  it  be 


be  not  good  policy  to  retain  the  *y*tem  pro- 
ted  to  be  repealed.    He  begged  leave  to  remark 
tbat,  according  to  bi*  idea  of  the  theory  of  oui 


Qovemmeat^it  wat  never  expected  by  the  framera 
of  Ihe  Cooslitution  tbat  internal  taxation  wnt  to 
be  a  jwrmnnent  policy  of  our  Qoveinment.  Look- 
ing into  the  book  from  which  we  derive  most  of 
OQr  ideas  on  the  theory  of  onr  Qorernmeni,  and 
wbicb  might  be  regarded  as  a  contemporaneons 
exposition  of  the  Constitution,  it  appeared  that 
taxei  on  export*  were  expected  to  be  tbe  princi- 
pal source  of  revenue.  This  was  not  only  the 
intention  as  he  believed,  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  but  it  was  most  correct  in  princljde, 
because  most  convenient  to  the  people.  He 
wonUI  not  go  into  on  examination  of  the  relative 
merits  of  tbe  two  systems  of  internal  and  exter- 
nal taxation:  it  wat  sufficient  to  remark,  on  this 
head,  that  the  one  wat  compulsive,  the  other 
votuptary.  In  aov  event,  the  system  of  exterior 
taxation  wa*  lo  oe  continued}  and,  if  it  were 
abondanlly  productive  for  the  necetsities  of  the 
Qoveinmeut,  what  need  to  retain,  also,  tbe  syt* 
tern  of  interior  taxation?  What,  Mr.  6.  askad, 
are  taxe*?  Contributions  of  Ihe  people  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  Government  when  its  wants 
are  such  as  to  require  them.  When  it  is  demon- 
strated that  any  part  of  these  taxes  are  not  want- 
ed, it  is  not  only  the  dnty  of  Qovernment,  but  it 
is  its  soundest  policy  to  repeal  them.  Are  ibey, 
then,  wanted?  said  Mr.  B.  Look  at  tbe  exhibi- 
tion of  the  state  of  our  finances,  and  a  bare  glance 
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miflioai  of  k  pabUe  debt,  tbe  whole  ■mount  of 
wbiefa  did  not  muck  fxeeed  kh  iggregiteofa 
hnndicd  and  iweolf  millioos.  It  appeired,  also, 
tliat,  after  the  Tazoo  itock  and  Loaui*D*  debt 
were  paid  off,  we  tbould  have,  not  0DI7  a  min 
cquiraleDt  to  all  the  expeodilurea  of  ibe  Qot- 
•rnineDt,  bat  eiceediog  loat  amouDC  bf  fire  mil- 
lioM  aDDDallr,  op  10  ibe  Tear  1825,  which  i«  the 
ftnt  momeot  Ihai  the  warloan  of  181S  i«  redeem- 
able, bjr  the  terms  of  Ibe  cootnct  for  it.  Shall 
we  undertake,  (ben,  to  Ja;  or  to  eontinne  taxes, 
aot  beeaoH  we  do,  but  becauK  we  maf,  want 
the  moaey  1  I  shalL  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  be  among 
tbe  number  of  (hose  who  refuse  to  laf  taxes  when 
the  present  necewiiies  of  the  Ooveromeot  re- 
qaire  it,  or  when  it  is  probable  ibat  tbejr  will. 
But,  be  said,  be  held  it  10  be  bad  policj'  to  lay 
Mxcs  when  not  warned ;  not  only  because  useleu, 
bat  becaase  the  people  could  always  make  the 
best  use  of  their  own  money,  and  to  collect  it  la- 
to  tbe  Tieasnry  woald  be  to  withdraw  the  meani 
by  which  manufactures,  agricaltore,  and  com- 
merce w«re  fostered  and  the  national  wealth  ea- 
Urged.  Aod  to  withdraw  it  for  what?  To  lie 
idJeio  the  Treasury?  Iicoatd  no^  Mr.  B.  said, 
be  the  object  of  gentlemen  to  take  from  tbe  peo- 
pU  money  which  was  adrantaceously  employed 
in  their  own  occupations,  and  thereby  enhaociDg 
the  general  prosperity,  to  become  a  mere  caput 
worttnim  in  tbe  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  thus  lose  the  adTaoiage  of  capital  otherwise 
aetively  employed.  The  wealth  of  the  peo^ile  it 
tbe  wealth  of  the  Oorernment,  which  is  enriched 
by  the  prosperity  of  the  people.  It  remained  to 
be  seen  whether  the  Oarernment  could  use  the 
levenue  arising  from  internal  duties.  Mr.  B.  pro- 
ceeded to  show  that  they  could  not.  In  1319,  he 
said,  the  Louisiana  debt  would  be  extinguished. 
What  then  should  be  done  with  the  surplus  re*e- 
nue?  Should  it  lie  idle,  or  should  the  Qorern- 
memgo  into  tbe  market  aud  purchase  up  the 
public  stock  7  That  stock  was  already  abore  par ; 
and  was  it  not  evident  that  erery  dollar  purchas- 
ed, ai  least  until  the  time  approached  when  it 
ought  be  redeemed,  would  contribute  to  put  it 
mare  abore  par  1  From  Mr.  B.'s  examination 
of  Ibis  point,  he  inferred  the  QoTeroment  coutJ 
not  make  tise  of  the  proceeds  of  these  taxes,  if 
tbcy  should  be  retained.  He  could  not  see  the 
correctness  of  the  reasoning,  he  said,  which 
would  lead  the  House  to  the  eonclusion  that,  be- 
eiaae  it  was  proper  in  peace  10  prepare  for  war, 
therefore  money  should  be  drawn  from  the  pock- 
ets of  the  people  which  could  not  be  used.  He 
would  keep  up-  «  small  army ;  he  would  in- 
crease the  nary,  because  it  could  not  at  once  be 
called  into  being  on  occasion.  Bnt  though  a  na- 
ry could  not,  a  system  of  taxation  migbt,  and 
there  wad  therefore  the  less  occBsion  nonecessa- 
rily  to  draw  money  from  the  pockets  of  tbe  peo- 
ple. If  iheOorernmeotdid  not  redeem  that  part 
of  iu  funded  debt  which  constiiaied  its  portioo 
tf  the  GBpiial  of  the  Bank  of  ihe  United  StaUi, 
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the  mouey  aeerBiBg  to  the  Inunj,  wiibo« 
these  taxes,  could  not  be  ueedi  but,  if  that  stosk 
was  to  be  rcdeenMd,  which  waa  oatiaDBl  wiib 
tbe  OoTerument,  still  lker«  would  be  tnoaey 
enongh  wiibont  these  internal  taiea  for  all  (be 
purposes  of  the  GbrentmenL  Was  it  not  ibea 
wise  polioy  to  repeal  the  taxee?  Was  it  boib 
vise  policy  (o  repeal  them  became  the  p«opIt 
looked  for  it  1  Tbe  iaieraal  dotiea  were  ooosi- 
dercd  as  war  taxes,  impeeed  for  the  ocamiion,  aad 
cheerfully  paid  ;  hut  would  not  be  wilKnolr  ^orm* 
when  Ibe  neeesaiiy  wbieb  called  for  tb« 
ecaaed.  In  a  time  of  poue,  moreorar,  1 
up  two  systema,  one  01  internal  aad  one 
lernal  taxation,  was  extremely  iDeoav«DJ«ni;  avd 
when  the  system  of  internal  taxation  waa  rednaed 
to  its  present  extent,  the  expeoMs  of  soUceiioa 
bore  too  large  a  proportion  to  the  ameani,  and 

Kt  into  the  pocketsof  the  eetteetors  wbat  would 
much  better  in  the  pockets  of  the  people.  In 
short,  erery  eonsideratton,  Mr.  B.  said,  reeapita- 
latin^  those  which  he  bad  adrerted  to,  aombiacd 
lo  bring  his  mind  to  the  eonelDsion  that  (bis  bill 
OQgh(  to  pass.  There  is  do  nation  in  the  worU, 
he  added,  there  oerer  was  a  nation,  whoac  alDk- 
iag  fund  bore  so  large  a  proportion  to  iu  debt  aa 
this.  Look  at  the  Eo^iab  sinking  fund  ;  coea- 
pared  with  onrs  it  is  scarcely  dost  in  tbe  balaaee. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  desired  to  see  a  larco  sinking  fund  ; 
bat  there  was  a  point  beyond  whioh  that  o^hl 
not  to  be  increased  ;  because  its  burden  became, 
by  tbe  augmentation  of  our  popuktion,  vreiy 
year  diffused  orer  a  greater  snriaoe,and  with  leas 
pressure  on  each  indinduBl.  Whilst  he  woald 
not  suffer  tbe  nitional  debt  to  lie  as  an  ineubns 
on  the  nation,  he  would  not  diwbarge  thai  debt 
by  oppreesiog  the  people.  Mr.  B.  coacladed  by 
saying  Ibat  ()m  iaterna)  taxes  were  now  aseloM ; 
worM  than  nseless,  as  harii>g  the  effeei  of  raD- 
dering  a  large  amount  of  the  capital  of  tbe  eoon- 
iry  unproductive;  ibat  (hey  were  imoecessary 
now,  and  noneeeuary  prospeccirely ,-  becauae, 
whenerer  necessity  demanded  it,  there  waa  aaar- 
gy  enough  in  tbe  people  10  «aJI  into  action  tiie  re- 
sources of  the  nation ;  aod  aiAeieot  for  the  day- 
was  the  evil  thereof. 

Mr.  JonmoN,  of  Virginia,  eaid  he  bad  not  in- 
leaded  to  hare  opened  bis  lips  on  this  queatioD, 
and  should  not  have  done  ao  bM  for  the  renarfca 
of  the  member  from  PeaasylTaala,  (Mr.  Bald- 
win.) He,  it  seemed,  woald  aot  enter  into  (he 
race  of  popularity.  With  due  respect  u>  the 
Chair,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  bad  thought  (bis  remark 
-isfat  to  hare  received  its  aoimadvcision— 

The  SpBAKia,  inierpoeing,  aaid,  that  the  re- 
mark had  not  escaped  his  atlcDtiaa,  anit  woald 
hare  been  noticed  by  him,  had  he  not  prcsQned 
it  lo  bare  been  inan  veriently  made,  and  noi  in- 
tended to  hear  that  conatrsction  which  might  be 
given  to  it. 

Mr.  Baldwin  roee  in  explanation.  He  had 
>I  intended,  he  said,  to  nse  the  expression  in  an 
offensirc  sease;  he  had  no  design  of  that  aort 
He  meant  merely  lo  say,  i/'aay  geotleuMa  were 
disposed  to  tun  the  race  ol*  popoiartiy,  Ite  Would 
not  join  iu  iL    If  what  be  bad  said  waa  liabJ*  to 
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uf  luralMr  iBl«rprBt«tiaD,  h*  waa  aorrri  ti  it  mi 
not  hU  mMniDg. 

Mr.  loBMoN  iwMiiBed  Ibe  flixr.  He  laid  hi 
did,  at  ibe  lut  •mhod  of  CoBKren,  prepvU  to  ihi 
Hou*e  R  lUitenwBt  faoiided  od  faeli,  bf  vhicti 
he  proTcd,  [ram  ofiieisl  document),  beyoitd  the 
pouibtlilir  of  dovbt,  thai  for  no  legitimate  object 
could  iboM  taxca  b*  deiiraUe ;  aad  bad  then  atio 
ibawn  how  oppraMircIf  ihey  had  acted  on  hie 
eoDBtiluenu.  Tbefint  (eDiieman  npfrom  Peoa- 
(jlTania,  (Hr.  Bopkirbov,)  Memed  to  anticipate 
a  war,  in  tdlmc  fbe  Uoute  thai  the  oattMi  waa, 
he  appTtheade^abom  lo  tread  ia  a  perilooa  path } 
•ad  ibai  ihercfore  iheee  laict  oiwhl  to  be  reiaiiied 
to  guard  uiioal  a  deficieoeT  orteTenne  in  aoch 
ereoU  Tfane  poor  two  and  a  baU  afllioti*,  Hr 
J.  sufgeaied,  w«nld  go  bat  a  little  way  lawardi 
ihia  object;  bat  if  wanted,  they  might  be  agtin 
impowd.  How  that  gMiUnao  acted  (Mr.  Bor- 
einbomJ  during  the  Ute  war,  Mr.  J.  laid,  he  did 
not  faipw;  bal,  aaid  he,  I  appeal  to  biatory,  to 
ihe  Jonrmtl  of  the  Hoiue,  lo  abow  bow  I  at  led. 
lacTei  altall  rtriok  from  the  doty  of  impoaiag 
una  when  tb*  neeaaaitie*  of  my  conniry  ra- 
quira  it.  l*0Ud  «  tax  of  more  than  ooe-foorib 
u  ju  ptodaci  on  the  moat  eztenaifa  maaufeetaM 
of  my  conatitvents.  I  voted  to  pledga  the  aoil  on 
which  I  live,  ia  wfaieb  len  ibe  boaea  of  my  ao- 
ceatora,  to  pav  the  war  debt.  But  I  am  moi  di»- 
posed,  nor  will  I  eooaeni  to  coniiaae  a  tax  whinh 
la  oBBceAMry  and  iajorioiM,  wbeu  the  neceaai- 
tie*  of  iht  eoontry  do  not  reqaire  it,  Mr.  J. 
here  refmrcd  to  ihe  Treaaory  eatimate  of  last 
jtK,  reaaOBtDp  from  it,  that  ibere  wm  do  fear  of 
■  dcfieieoey  of  tevenne  for  the  fotsre;    Ib  that 


from  ibtcw  Mcaeaaiv 
PorlUT   - 

IStS  -       - 

leio  - 


yean,  from  «aan>m«,  vi 

»is,ood,oc 


is,0(n,oeo 

1B,OOD,000 


48^000,000 
By  tb0  Ttpan  of  the  prMeat  Manon.  inatMd  of 
fUflOOMO,  for  the  mme  period,  006,000,000 
vM^il  ba  darived  ftom  ihia  aonree.  If  oo  the 
former  eninMta,  withoM  a  redtMtioa  of  Ihe  Army, 
tt  ditnJDOiiwt  of  any  espenac  ooBtcmphted  by 
tiuiiBig  law^  theiateraal  laKeteonld  nave  been 
diapeia*«f  wiib,  aa  waa  deavly-  ealaUi«htd,  ae 
dgaU  can  now  exiai  that  ibey  onght  lo  be  re> 
pealed.  Patrietiaaa  Nqnirea  ibai  lb«  people 
ihoetd  be  r«liovcd  from  tkem.  Coold  it  then, 
be  neceuary,  Mr.  J.  aaked,  lo  oeailoae  ibeae 
taxes,  M>  Utile  prodiMiJv*,  and  to  very  iaeonve- 


Mr.  Hormnixf  again  apoke,  prineipallv  in 
[planatioB,  aad  io  repty  lo  hia  eolleagae,  (Mr. 
SaaiMAirT.J  Hfa  ■vaieta,  be  eoBclnded  by  tay- 
iig,  was  oow  aiogaiar,  and  teemed  to  exeiie  snr- 
priie.  Bal  it  bad  ttot  been  aiDcular  at  the  last 
■naioD,  wfaeo  iba  aame  nvopoaiirDa  aa  that  now 
ndiag  waatwTora  ihia  Hobk,  Bad  waa  rejected, 
rbe  war  wa«  then  gDi»a--it  bati  been  eome  time— - 
Md  if  there  waa  wir  f^KMinlM  idea  «f  tbeple^ 


to  repeal  the  taxea  at  the  end  of  the  wair,  he  aaked 
wfc^  they  were  not  repealed  at  the  Itat  aesaion, 
aeeing  ao  nnaBlmooa  a  determiamtion  to  repeal 
them  DOW  1  He  should  give  his  vote,  with  the 
moat  perfeot  respect  for  ibe  moiivea  and  cooduet 
of  all  from  whom  he  diflered  in  opinioa  on  ihie 

'tb,  agaiait  the  bill. 

PiTKiH,  of  Coaneeiient,  rose  to  eorreet  an 

oaaimprenion  whieh  appeared  loexlaton 

iba  miod  of  Mr.  Baldwir,  recpeetiug  the  amount 
of  publie  deh  paid  in  aa  part  of  the  capital  atoek 
ofibe  Bank  of  Ihe  United  States;  which  amonnt, 
it  beii>g  optional  with  the  aulMeribeTs  to  par 
either  ioatoek  or  in  gold  and  silfer,Mr.  F.  showed, 
had,  owin^  to  the  recent  riw  of  stocks  above  par, 
been  conaiderably  lesa  than  b*  law  it  might  Mve 
been.  He  nndetatood,  thnt  ot  the  debt  (fans  aab> 
scribed,  the  Commiaaiooen  of  the  Sinking  Pvad 
had  already  paid  every  cent,  not  only  ilia  nx, 
bat  the  seven  per  eeal.  slock,  all  bai  iheir  own 
seven  milliona,  which  bore  bui  five  per  eeai.  tn- 
tereat,.ai>d  migbl  or  might  not  be  paid,  at  the 
pleaaiueof  the  (}»veramenL  The  taxes,  ihem- 
forv,  were  not  wanted  to  redeem  that  aioeb 
The  aam«  gmileman  bad  alaa!  ootieed  vnrloM 


prejeetaonibottUe  of  itais' House,  wkioh  mtaM 
oecaBioBihBexwnditnroormoDcr.  Wbea  laM' 
hmmreUe  genttemaa   had   been   longer  i 


Hmsv,  Mr.  P.  said,  be  woQld-  know  tint  tbew 
might  be  many  projects  oHererf,  iHikb  wooU  in* 
vDlvetbeexpcndilitreof  money,  bat  whieh'VronlS' 
nevn  pass.  But,  was  the  House  to  legjilaie  od 
the  posaibility  of  expeDdtinrn  being  authorized? 
Surely  not.  Some  of  these  taxes,  Mr.  P.  said). 
■xe  not  only  ineonveDJeiit  bat  oppressive;  b« 
itanced  the  doHir  carriage  tax,  prodnciog,, 
_iall  as  it  was,  8!70,000,  and  operaiiog  wtih  ex- 
tensive and  vexations  jacoDveoienee  in  particular 
small  States.  He  regretted  extremely  that'  the 
laylvaniahad  nolmore  time 

respectiofl  ibe  revenueaMl 

._  cnaUe  him  lo  decide  with  maw! 

8«ibfkelioo't«himHir;  bnitha  peobKarsiCMrtioaf 
of  Ibis  bin  forbad*  a  ddayj  wbk*  be  attoaM 
oibarwiaa  be  glad  loaSndlo  genilnneD  dOTi>t- 
ingit.  If  (be  gewileoian  b>dexamiB*>d  the'bM' 
and  the  whole  aebjeel  with  that  aeufe(»Mi' oT 
which  he  knew  him  to  be  capable,  he  Wonld  bM' 
have  aupposed  (bat  genllemeiijiiiTDtiiigfbr  tbe- 
repeil,  wm  rUnninga  rtce  of  popularity. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  North  Carolina,  rtne,  since  oltiH 
gcatlemeo  had  ad  Verted  to  the  oppreMlveOesi  of, 
particular  tsxes,  to  speak  ofa  tax  which  operated- 
grievously  oa  the  dislriel  which  he  reprcBented^— 
the  tax  OB  dittiUatioa.  Who  were  ibe  diaiillen^ 
faesahed,  and  paVilcalarty  of  whiokeyl  Were' 
they  the  brmers  who  lived  on  the  Beaeoard,  and 
obuined  greal  pricea  for  iheir  erops  of  grain ;  or 
were  they  the  farmers  of  the  bneic  country,  pro- 
ducing much  grain,  and  at  «  great  diaunce  from 
market,  and  under  ih«  nece&sity  of  coDverilog  it 
into  spirt),  to  get  it  in  thai  aliapp  to  a  marked 
It  was  Ibe  latter  class,  he  said,  who  paid  a  eon- 
aiderable  portion  of  thai  tax,  which  alao  beaiily 
Bfl<M!ted  those  who  converted  iaio  spirit  the  pro- 
duce of  Ifaetr  orchards.    The  tax  on  dutUiuiOk 
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WM,  ID  Act,  ■  MX  oa  igrieaUaiv,  almost  as  much 
u  [he  direct  lax.  It  wu,  besidm.  aneqaal,  aa  be 
showed  bf  TarioDs  illDscraiioas.  He  denied,  also, 
in  respect  to  tfaia  tax,  the  juBineu  of  the  argo- 
ment,  ibat  ibe  coDsamer  paid  the  tax ;  becaase, 
be  said,  the  tax  prereoted  the  distiller  froio  com- 
ing into  compeiiiiop  with  foreigo  liqaort,  and 
thus  threw  the  burden  of  the  tax  on  him.  He 
ifaoDf  ht  the  dialilleT  had  the  aame  rigbi  to  briog 
his  complaint  into  this  Hoase,  and  to  ask  a  re- 
spect for  hii  interest,  as  the  manufactorera  of  iron, 
sugar,  or  any  other  product.  Relying  himself  on 
the  report  of  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
satisfied  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
■  Ways  and  Meant;  baring  also  experienced  the 
nneqaal  and  iaeonvenient  operation  of  these 
taxes,  he  was  determined  to  *ote  for  the  repeal  of 

The  qaeitioD  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  waa 
determined  in  the  affirmatir^-yeas  161,  nay*  S — 
as  follows: 

Yi^s — M««(rs>  Abbott,  Adanu,  AUen  of  MasaadiD- 
setts,  Allen  of  Vermont,  Andenou  of  PenneytraiiiB, 
Andeiaao  of  Kentnckj,  Austin,  Ball,  Barbonr  ef  Vir- 
ginia,  Baibw  of  Ohie,  Basaatt,  Bataaaan,  Bajley, 
Beechsr,  BBUiager,  Baonatl,  BlooaaflaM,  Blount,  Bo- 
den,  Boas,  BniwaU,  Butler,  CampbeU,  ClaftM,  Clai- 
benie,  Cobb,  (Mston,  Comstook,  Coek,  Crafts,  Craw- 
liMd,  Croiet,  Cnlteatb,  Cnshman,  DailinBtoa,  D«dta, 
Drake,  Earls,  Edwards,  EUieott,  Tlajd,  Folfer,  For- 
ney, Foriylh,  Gtge,  Gamete,  Qoodwjn,  Hale,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  HarriMn,  Htsbrouck,  Hendricka, 
Herbert,  Herkimer,  Herrick,  Heister,  Hitchcock,  Hogg, 
Holmes  of  Msuachusetts,  Holmei  of  Caoneclicut, 
Hubbtn],  Hunter,  Huolingdon,  loghun,  Irving  of  New 
Toik,  Jobnion  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  lUntackj, 
Jones,  Kinser,  Kirtlind,  L&wjei,  Lenis,  Linn,  Little, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  McLene,  W.  MscUy,  W.  F, 
Made;,  McCoy,  Haichand,  Msir,  Mason  of  Msaaa- 
cbnwtte,  Mercer,  Merrill,  Miller,  Moore,  Morton, 
Moeelej,  Momibrd,  Mnrr^,  H.  PTeteon,  T.  M.  Nelwm, 
Nsabilt,  New,  Newton,  Orr,  Owen,  Palmer,  Panis, 
FaiTott,  PattetMn,  Pewling,  Peter,  Pindall,  PltUn, 
PleeaantB,  Qnaile«  Bead,  Rhea,  Bich,  Biehaida,Bing- 
gold,  BebartMm  of  Kentucky,  BobMlsen  of  Louisiana, 
Sogglee,  Sampaon,  Savage^  Sawyer,  Settdder,  Bar- 
geant,  Betlle,  Seybeit,  Sliaw,  Sherwood,  Sloeunb,  8. 
SMith,  BaL  Smidi,  Alex.  Bmyth,  J.  8.  Smilb,  Seoth- 
aid,  ^nglcr.  Speed,  Spenoer,  Strong,  Slrother,  Stu- 
art, TaUniadge,  Terr,  Taylor,  TerriU,  Terry,  Tomp- 
kins, Townsend,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 


Westerio,  Whiteside,  Whitmen,  Williams  of  Connec- 
ticnt,  Winiams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina, Wilkin,  and  Wilson  of  FentuylTania — 161. 

NiTs—Hessrs.  Baldwin,   Hoplynsoi),  Hiddleton, 
Jer.  NeUon,  end  Siorn — B. 


So  (he  bill  was  passed. 


Fbidat,  December  13. 
The  Speaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  ibe  number  of  war- 
ra&ta  for  militarr  bounty  laud*,  issued  by  virtue 
of.  acts'  passed  for  that  purpose,  lo  soldieie  who 
MtTcd  during  the  late  war,  with  Ibe  quantity  of 


land  iucluded  in  sneb  varraDl* ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbaejeb  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury,  contain- 
ing  in  obedience  to  tbe  16ih  section  of  the  aei 
incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  hii 
reasons  for  not  transferriog  the  depotites  of  [he 
puUic  moneys  in  certaia  placet  to  the  said  bank 
or  its  branches;  which  letter  was  ordered  to  be 
on  the  table. 

The  SpBAKBB  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
in from  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treaturyon  the 
petition  of  William  Taylor  and  Enkiel  Walker; 
which   was  referred  to  (be  Committee  of  Ways 
-id  Mean*. 
The  Committee  of  ifae  Whole,  lo   which  ii 
committed  the  bill  aulhotixiDg  tbe  commuUidcB 
of  (oldiera'  bounty  lands,  were  discharged  froa 
the  consideration  of  the  same ;  and  it  was  cc»- 
itted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  erhick 
commuted  sundry  retolations  mored  by  lAi. 
Mr.  Joaitaoii,  of  Kentuoky,  on  tbe  Qlh  instant. 
Mr.  HoPEiiiaoK,  of  PenaeyLnnia,  front    ttt 
Commillee  on  tbe  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  ei- 
tablithan  uniform  syatemof  baakraptey  tbrough- 
oat  tbe  United   Status ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  at  tbe  iDataneeof 
the  Committee  of  Election*,  iatrodueed  tbe  fid- 
lowing  resolution,  under  the  impresuon  tbal  it 
proposed  a  course  tbe  most  respectful  to  ihe 
Mouse,  if  not  the  ooly  mauoer  in  which  thecom- 
could  execute  Ibe  duty  required  of  them: 
hed,  That  tbe  President  of  the  United  Sute* 
be  reqaested  to  commimieBte  to  dii*  Hon**,  whether 
any,  and,  it  any,  which  of 'the  ilapreaentaiins  named 
in  the  list  htcelo  an«eied,  have  held  any  office  ondar 
the  United  States  nnce  the  Mi  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  1817;  deeignatiBg  the  office  or  offioea  they  ha«e 
reepectiTely  held,  tbe  time  of  appointment  and  accapt- 
aoc«  of  the  said  offices ;  whether  the  same  ate  nam 
held,  and,  if  not,  when  the  same  were  seTorally  re- 

[Aunexed  to  the  resolution  waa  a  list  of  Ihr 
names  of  the  members  of  (he  fifteenth  CoD^retti] 

The  resolution  was  agreed  lOj  and  a  eomiaiuee 
appointed  to  present  the  aame  to  the  PreaidenL 

Mr.  Wii.Liaiu,  of  North  CstoliiM,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unlkvoisble  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Alexander  Woreler,  of 
Massac huse lie,  lately  au  offioei  of  the  Army,  wbo 

EraysindeoiDifieatioo  for  damageatecorered  from 
im  by  tbp  friends  of  a  minor  whom  be  had  en- 
listed and  deiaioed  as  a  soldier,  under  tbe  belirf 
that  said  minor  was  of  full  age. 

On  BUggestioB  of  Mr.  Littlb,  of  Maryland, 
after  some  eonrersaiion,  in  which  the  principle 
of  the  report  was  cootroyerted,  the  report  wsi 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PaftRiB,  of  Massac buteits,  frnm  a  seleci 
commillee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Noah  Miller,  Inspector  of  the  For(  of  Penobscot, 
who  prays  for  a  pension  in  consequence  of  disi- 
bilicy  incurred  by  a  wound  received  whilst  in  the 
execution  of  his  duly,  lepoiied  a  bill  for  bis  relief; 
which  waa  twice  read,  and  oommilted. 
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Mr.  BLODHriELD,  ofNew  Jcmy,  from  thecom- 
miiife  to  whom  was  referred  90  maeh  of  ibe 
Preiident'E  Measage  sa  relain  10  the  sarriTiDe 
Rerolaiioaary  patriots,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill 
concerning  cerlaiQ  surriTing  officers  and  soldien 
of  the  lale  Rerplutiotiarr  armjr. 

[Tbia  bill  proniki  tbat  «*nT  eommurioncd  and 
noD-commuwoned  officer  or  Ndoier,  who  had  Mrrad 
in  tha  Anar  during  the  war  which  taminated  Id  tba 
Treat;  of  Paaee  with  Great  Britain  in  1T83,  and  ro- 
docad  to  inAgenca,  or  bj  aga,  ncknwa,  or  an/  other 
caoae,  maj  b«  nnaUa  to  ptoenra  aabaiitonoe  bjr  manaal 
labor,  abaU  lecriTe  half  pay  during  liJe,  eqnal  to  tba 
half  of  Ibamonlbljpaj  allowed  to  bia  grade  ofaartice 
daring  Qia  Rercdntionaiy  war — ponded,  tbat  bo  p«n- 
■ion  tbot  aHowed  to  a  commlmoaed  <^c«aduJIex- 
Goed  the  half  pay  of  a  Iienlanant-colon«t>] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  coniaiitad. 

The  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  BasaBTT,  of 
Virginia,  to  amend  the  rule*  of  the  Houie,  was 
taken  tip  and  agreed  to.  [The  qaesiioo  of  am- 
nderatxon,  which  has  bereiofore  been  a  matter  of 
much  contealioD  in  the  House,  in  the  dara  of 
party  conflict,  is  thus  ezpuo^  from  the  rules  of 
■he  Hoaae.] 

On  motion  ofMr.  Eowabds,  of  North  CaroiiDa, 
the  Committee  oa  the  Public  Lands  were  ia- 
siiucied  to  inquire  what  further  prorisioDs  are 
necessary  in  the  eiiBtiog  taws,  for  tne  more  cffec- 
toa)  prevention  of  fraiigs  by  the  purehaseia  of  the 
public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  inilTBCted  to  inquire  into 
the  ezpedieney  of  makiof  further  proviaien  by 
law  for  the  Goal  adJDstmeol  of  land  claims  in  the 
MiMoori  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoOBie,of  Penusylrania, 
the  Committee  oa  the  Post  Once  ware  instnicled 
to  inquire  into  the  ezpcdieocy  of  anthoriziag  an 
extra  conipensation  to  the  Postmastar  at  Baarer- 
town,  in  PeoQsylranifl. 

Od  motioD  of  Mr.  McLa'rb,  of  Delaware,  the 
eomnitiee  un  so  muab  of  the  Maacage  ef  the 
Preaident  aa  nlataa  to  roada  and  canals,  were  in- 
structed to  inqntre  Into  the  eapedieacyof  an- 
iborizins  the  Beoretary  of  the  Treasory  of  the 
United  Slataa  to  aobseribe  for  stock  in  the  com- 
pany incorperEted  nad«r  the  name  and  atyle  of 
ibe  GbeniMahe  and  DaUwtre  Caoal  Compaay, 
01  any  other  company  now.  or  harafler  10  be, 
ineotporaied  ioi  similar  purposes,  l«  be  paU  by 
the  approptiatioQ  of  ibepablio  landa,  or  In  any 
snrplas  money  in  the  Treaaury  of  tbe  Uoited 
State*. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Biate  00  the  petitions  of  Antoine  BiaoTanoa, 
Petar  La  Coate,  and  Jaeqiva  Tiltcre;  which  wis 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claina. 

The  engrossed  bill,  supplemaniary  to  the  ... 

for  the  eGiablisbmeni  of  the  Uiat  {for  continuing 

the  same  at  Philadelphia)  was  read  a  third- 1=-~ 

and  pasaed. 

The  House  then  ftanti^  itself  iiio  a  Csa- 


midee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jobd  B&ie. 

This  bill,  which  proposes  to  indemnify  Mr. 
Bate  for  certain  louses  soctained  by  the  overflow 
of  ■  Saline  rented  by  bim  from  the  QnTeromeDt, 
occasioned  a  debate  of  some  leogth,  inrolvina 
the  principle,  as  well  as  the  facts,  which  lasted  tin 
tbe  usual  liourof  adjoiirnmeDi,wheQ  the  UU  was 
postponed  for  fnrtber  consideration. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Honda y. 

M on  DAY,  December  15. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  PeonsyWa- 
nia,  JoBM  RoBB,  and  from  Mississippi,  Qioava 
PoiHDixTBR,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualiled,  aod  took  their  saata. 

Mr.  StLBBiK  presaoted  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
htbiiuts  of  Baaex  county,  in  the  Suie  of  Haa- 
MchMetis,  praying  that  toe  act  imposing  dutiea 
upon  imported  aalt  may  be  repealed ;  or  that  the 


eisidoycd  in 
dined  as  that 


fisheriea  may  he  so  altered  or  modified  as  that  the 
bonnty  on  small  vessels  may  be  cqsalMwr  ton,  to 
the  bdnnty  granted  to  large  veaaala.— Referred  to 
the  Conmitte*  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Rosa  presented  a  petition  of  the  cotton 
and  woollcD  manufacturers  rtaiding  in  Provi- 
dence and  its  vicinity,  la  the  Slate  of  Rhode 
Island,  praying  that  tbe  duties  at  present  impoead 
on  imported  cotton,  and  woollen  ^oods  may  be 
rendered  permanent,  and  that  praviaions  may  be 
made  more  efieetnally  to  prevent  evasions  of^the 
payment  of  aaid  dniies  ;  and  that  such  fuithar 
measures  mav  be  adopted  for  the  aeonrity  and 
promotion  of  American  manofaciures  as  Congress 
may  deem  proper  and  expedient. 

Mr.  BLOOMnBt.n  presented  a  petition  of  anndry 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Burlington  and 
Olenceater,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  praying 
that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on  the  va- 
riooi  apeoies  of  iron  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Wbhootbr  prMcnted  a  petition  of  the 
merchanta  and  traders  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  that  a  duty  of  not  leaa  tban  ten  per  cen- 
tum may  ba  imposed  on  sales  at  auction  of  fitf 
eign  mBrabandisej  and  that  additional  provtsioBs 
may  be  enaetad  to  seonre  the  paynenl  thereof 
as  well  as  of  the  import  duties,  to  prereat  frauds, 
and  to  secure  the  pctitiooen  ana  oibet  honest 
and  fair  dealers  a  dae  pariieipation  of  the  beaa- 
Sis  arising  oat  of  the  foteign  comnerce  of  the 
Dniled  States. 

Ordtrtd,  Tlmt  tk«  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
tbe  Coiamittet  of  Commeree  and  Manufactures. 

Mr,  RoHBBTBOK,  of  Lonisiaaa,  presented  a  let- 
ter addrcBsed  io  bin  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
ihe  Public  Lands,  respecting  i  ' 
3oa  rireraflowii 
lands;  whieh  letter  was  n 
lee  00  the  Pnhlie  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Fihdai.l,  a  committee  was 
appoiated  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
vidii^  mora  cSectaally  by  law  for  reclaiming 
actvaBtasadalavBs  '--' 
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SMther;  and  that  the  Mid  committee  have  Imtb 
to  report  hj  bill  or  otberwise ;  lod  Mr.  Pikdall, 
Mr.  BBBoaBK,  abd  Mr.  AmtBaaoN,  of  Keaiuak; , 
frvre  appoiated  Ibe  commiuee. 

On  moiioD  of  Mr.  Allih,  of  Vermont,  the 
Commiilee  on  PenEiona  and  ReroljiioDary 
Claimi  were  ioilrueted  to  inqDire  iaio  the  expe- 
djenejr  of  authoriziDg  the  parmcii  >o  ibe  present 
bolder  of  ibe  amount  of  a  loao-office  cflftiSeaic, 
No.  fiMe,  signed  br  SatDoel  Hillega*,  and  ooan- 
trnigned  by  J.  Lawrence,  and  bfaring  dale  Jan- 
uiry  1(^  1T80 ;  which  certificate  has  nerer  been 


Ulrv  1 
pa  ill. 


CBiablishiog  a  poit  road  from  Uarietta  la 
catier,  b*  the  route  tbrousfa  Olirer^a  aeittenMill, 
on  the  bead  waters  of  Wolf  Creek,  aad  a  road 
from  WarrcD,  by  Parkman  and  Burton,  to  PkiitM- 
Tille. 

The  unfinicbed  butinea  of  iail  aitliflg  (thabill 
for  ihe  relief  of  Johti  Bate)  being  called  over — 

Mr.  Jaanaoti,  of  Keatuckr,  taid  the  bill  id- 
Tolved  not  oaj^  equitable  aoa  judicial  inqniriei^ 
but  iilso  a  Tariely  of  facta  la  be  eatablishcd  od 
leitimooy  eihibiied  to  the  Honae.  Aad  as  aueh 
ao  iuquiry  inierlcred  with  buamess  peculiarly 
legiblaiive,  he  thought  it  bad  better  ba  referred 
for  an  iovealigatioa  to  k  different  iribanal;  tod, 
Itatinx  eunfideoce  iu  tb«  abtlitiei  and  juM  diapo- 
BJiioD  of  ihe  head  of  the  depcrimvat  moii  proper 
fur  the  iaveuigaiioD,  he  moved  tbat  the  ctM  be 
referred  to  the  Bectetary  of  the  Treunrf,  to  te- 
pori  ibereoD.— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  LOWHMIK,  of  South  Carolina,  made  m  re- 
port on  Ibe  peiiitot)  of  John  MeOoaoelaod  Luke 
Hoff,  praying  a  remiuion  of  dutiel  on  lieenaaa 
furdiatilliftK,  the  one  on  account  of  siekuest  of 
the  parly  oottiiaiiig  the  Ijcbdm,  the  other  oa  ae- 
count  of  the  dryncaa  of  the  aeuaon,  which  ren- 
dered the  buiueae  unprofitable.  The  report, 
which  was  adrerae  to  the  prayer  of  the  peiittoa- 
era,  waa  ooncDired  in,  turn  con, 

Mr.  Rbha,  of  TennetMe,  from  the  Conmiltec 
on  Pemiona  and  ReToIuiiooary  Claim*,  madea 
report  OD  the  petition  of  Daoiel  Bvaua,  uofaTorv 
able  iberMo;  whieh  waa  rekd  and  eoacurred  ia, 
but  afieTwarda  reeontidered,  a«d  ord<ted   to  lie 


n  the 


■able. 


Mr.  Rbia,  from  the  tame  eommiitee,  made  a 
report  unfavoraUe  to  the  petition  of  Riafaard  S. 
Murria,  who  pnya  for  reimbnaemrni  of  a  lott 
eeriiScaie  for  ReTolutioaary  aervicea  or  aappHea. 
Thi«  rrport  waa  opposed  by  Mr.  R^bbbttoI  Vlr- 
ginta,  and  Mr^  Litbbhobb  of  New  Hampshire, 
to  whom  Mr.  Rhba  replied. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Fosbttb,  the  report  wu 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHi,  of  North  C«rolina,  from  the 
earamiile«  to  wtaMn  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  Strerrtary  of  State  oo  the  petition  of  Wios- 
low  and  HenrjT  Lewis,  who  pray  indemoificaiioii 
f»rc«riain  louts  aastained  by  the  application,' to 
other  purpoM*  iban  tbrir  ute,  of  ceriatD  money* 
dcposiwd  in  tke  Chancery  of  thi  United  Stun 


Coo^Blate  at  Tanis,  refKTrted  abill  for  the  relief 
of  Winilowand  Heorf  Lewi*;  which  bill  was 
twice  read,  and  eommiued. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Comvtooc,  of  New  York, 
the  Commiilee  on  Feoaions  and  RcToluiioaary 
Claims  were  iaatrucled  to  inquire  into  ibe  cJaim 
of  SvlTanoa  Townaend  for  reimbursement  of  two 
old  loan  office  oertiGeatea. 

AMELIA  I8LAWD  AND  OALTS8TON. 

The  fbllowlttg  Message  waa  received  from  tbe 
Presidert  or  the  Umitbd  States: 
Zb  Ikt  ffoute  of  Bepramiativm  .- 

In  eDiti|>liaDce  -mth  the  rMoJation  of  the  Home  of 
BepreMctatirea  of  the  8th  of  this  month,  I  traluDit, 
Sir  Ihe  inlbrmuion  of  the  Houes,  ■  report  from  ths 
Becrstaiy  of  State,  nith  the  docomeoti  referred  to  a. 
it,  eoaUuniof  all  tha  intbrmatloa  of  the  Eiecutire, 
which  it  ii  proper  to  diKlose,  relative  to  eertaia  pa- 
SODB  who  lately  took  posaeMOD  of  Amelia  la^nd  and 
Galveston. 

IAME8  MONROE. 

WMButavM,  Dumber  IS,  1B17. 


DcrASiTxaaT  o*  Stats* 

Dteaiihir  13,  IfilTl 

The  BecrataiJ  of  State,  to  whom  haa  been  ro&md 
the  resoIntioD  of  Ihe  House  of  Bepreaenta^Toa  of  tie 
Bth  inatant,  rsqaestiDi;  the  Preaidaot  to  lay  befiire  iha 
Hooee  any  inronnatiDn  he  may  poaMM  and  Chink 
propM  to  eomoiiuticale,  relativa  to  tbe  proceediogi  «f 
"rtein  perame  who  to^  poaaeaiion  of  Amaha  Islaod. 

&e  mootli  of  Sl  MaiT**  river,  in  the  Bmnmar  of 
the  pTBSaat  year,  and  naade  an  nt^Kafaoient  there; 
and,  relative  to  a  aimilar  estaUidmiaDl  pravioBaly 
caads  at  Qalveetsn,  haa  tba  honor  (o  ■abmil  to  the 
'Ata.t  iho  accompMyiiif  papav  ■— ^"'■g  tbe 
infeimatiOB  taoeived  at  tita  ramaelive  Dopaimsirtii  of 
State,  the  Traaawy,  and  Ihe  Navy,  upon  A*  antjecta 

ibraced  in  the  isMilnlion. 

The  above  doeament*  and  accompftnying  pa- 
per* were  ordered  t«  be  printed. 
EXPATEIATION. 

Mr.RoBfiRTaoN,ofLouiiiana,o8eredtliefollew- 
ing  resolution  to  the  House: 

JteaeiN^  That  •  oonanttee  be  a^eitfed  t*  inqniie 
to  the  axpediewiy  of  {Havidiog,  by  bw,  foe  Ibe  tarn- 
dim  of  the  li^t  of  eipaliialiOB ;  end  that  thhy  bav* 
leave  to  rapait  by  bill  or  otbsrwiaab 

Hr.  Robbbtbom  Mid  that,  for  a  v«rfe«)Wttl- 
erable  length  of  time^  be  ha4  vriahed  this  qnec- 
lion  to  be  deetdad  by  thai  tribnnni  to  wkom  the 
decision  of  ii  belonged.  He  bad,  aome  ywra  ago, 
offered  a  resolniitn  aimihir  to  this,  whi«h  was 
then  not  adopted ;  wbeihet  on  aoconot  of  tha 
war  in  which  we  weie  then  engaged,  or  for  what 
other  consideration!!  he  bad  never  been  able  lo 
decide.  The  queaiion  which  had  ariaen  during 
the  late  war  made  a  decision  of  it  necessary.  It 
would  be  well  recollected,  that  among  Mm  >ot- 
diersof  tbe  United  State*  were  many  individanla, 
oaiives  of  Oreat  Briiain,  who  were  taken  prison- 
era  of  war,  and,  according  to  tbe  doctrine  of  the 
British  Qovetnment,  an  odioas  doctrine,  repro- 
bated, he  believed,  by  every  other  Government, 
Man  trentcJ  u   tiaitnra   f^;hii^  againat  ihtir 
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GoTerameiit;  aad  tbat,  if  Ibis  eooslrnclioa  had 
been  coaiammKied,  onr  OoTerameDt  had  mcD' 
seed  tevere  retiliitioD.  Bat,  with  what  consist- 
encT  could  ihe  United  Stitea  take  the  grouaij  of 
tetaliatioD,  when  [hey  themaelTes  had  oerer  re- 
coffdiud,  ID  refcard  lo  our  oyra  ciiizea*.  what  we 
demaoded  of  Great  Briuia  ia  tmrd  lohere? 
So  fur  as  proceedings  hare  been  batloD  tbts  point, 
Mr.  B.  said  he  wai  led  to  believe  tbii  right  bad 
been  denied  to  oar  eilixeoa.  He  wouM  not  dwell 
on  tbe  pMrticnlars  of  iha  deoisioa  on  this  snbjeol 
by  Judge  £lI*woTih  some  yean  ago,  bat  meralr 
BUte  that  Isaac  WillJanu,  a  eilinn  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted StaiM,  beeaane  a  citizen  of  tbe  Frenoh-Re- 
Enblie,  and  wns  tbereaftei  Boed  and  imprisoned, 
y  ibe  deeiifon  of  onr  eonrU.  for  malting  war  on 
Oreai  Britain,  on  tbe  ground  tbat  he  could  not 
divest  himself  of  the  allegiance  he  owed  to  the 
United  Slate*.  It  was  ceriainlf  proper,  he  said, 
tbat  there  shooM  be  some  decision  of  the  Leg]»^ 
latttrenn  a  qnestion  of  ibis  nature  and  inigai(Qd& 
which,  at  present,  depended  on  the  opinions  of 
the  Judiciary  ;  and,  as  far  as  acts  of  Congress  can 
regulate  the  judicial  opinions,  tikal  such  direc- 
tions should  be  givea  on  tbia  head  a*  he  thought 
wet«  obviously  jnsi  and  oeeesaary.  He  bad 
ihoaght  proper  to  make  thtae  reaoarhs,  bceans^ 
allhongb  be  believed  the  right  to  be  clear,  and 
ibnt  the  Governmeat  would  niatniaio  it,  as  ibev 
ongbt  to  d<k  if  they  possisasd  the  reepcei  whko 
is  ptoressed  for  the  principles  of  liberty  and 
(or  civil  ri^ht*— a  deeision  of  the  Legislature 
on  the  subject  was  more  important  at  this  mo- 
ment, from  considerations  growing  out  of  the 
present    relations  between    the    United    State* 


ing  a  cbminisaioa  under  any  Uovetomeat  at  war 
wiib  Spain,  while  we  are  at  peace  with  her,  is 
considered  as  ■  pirate.  This  esiraoidinary  pro- 
vision of  the  treaty  nnsi  have  escaped  the  alien- 
tloD  of  that  power  in  our  Qoveromeat  which  | 
makes  treaties,  or  it  would  hare  been  rejected,  as 
well  for  its  cruelty  as  because  it  is  an  act  of  iegls- 
laiion  to  deSne  and  punith  piracies,  and  not 


power  confided  to  the  treaty-making  anihoritj. 
To  say  iMtbing  more  of  (hat,  bowever,  Mr.  R. 
observed,  that  he  deemed  It  necessary  to  protect 


IS  of  the  United  Sutea  from  i 
■teni,  due  only  to  piracy,  when  found  wiih  com- 
missions in  their  hands  from  any  Qoverameoi  at 
war  with  Spain.  He  wished  to  see  our  citizens 
at  psrfeci  liberty  to  bcnme  cilicena  of  what  na- 
tion they  chose,  on  such  terms  as  that  nation 
shonid  prescribe.  It  would  appear,  from  what  he 
bad  said,  Mr.  R,  remarked,  that  there  wis  not 
that  neairslity  in  our  conduct  towards  the  two 
parties,  in  the  war  between  Spsio  and  her  colo- 
nies, which  We  all  profess.  In  this  respect,  the 
parties  were  certainly  not  on  the  same  footing ; 
since  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates  in  tbe  em- 
ploy of  Spuia  against  the  colonies  ia  not  consid- 
ered as  a  pirate,  but  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
colonies  against  Spain,  be  is.  He  did  not  know 
tliai  this  fact  would  have  indaeed  him  to  havs 
brought  the  question  before  the  House,  bat  for 
lAth  COK.  lit  SfiM.— 15 


the  deep  impression  be  felt  of  the  jastiee  and  pro- 
priety of  adopting  tbe  principle,  abstracted  from 
the  existing  state  of  things.  But  it  was  the  more 
necetsary  to  reduce  the  principle  to  legislaiioo, 
becaase  of  the  situaiion  Id  which  the  want  of  it 
has  placed  us  in  reicard  to  foreign  nations. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Robebtbor  was  adopted 
without  opposition,  and  without  a  division ;  and 
Messrs.  RoBEaTBOK  of  Louisiana,  Mabon  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, PoiNDBiTER,  Roas,  and  Floyd,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

PENSIONS  TO  SDFFEBERe  IN  WAR. 

Mr.  Harbibon,  of  Ohio,  offered  Ihe  following 
rcaolutioo : 

AooAwA  That  the  GonwittM  on  Hilitaiy  AAka 
bCk  and  they  are  beraby,  instnicted  to  iumira  into  the 
upedieai^  of  cantiiuii^  the  pauleoa  whieh  now  are 
or  have  baasi  bsntofbre  allowed  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phaiu  of  the  offioers  and  soldisia  who  were  killed  ta 
who  died  in  tlw  service  of  the  late  wsr,  foe  a  term  of 
flvc  jest*  bayand  tbe  perieds  at  which  they  dkall  re- 
^ectivel;  cease  nnd«e  the  eiistiuf  laws. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that,  as  the  resolution  only  eontem- 
plated  an  inquiry,  be  would  detain  the  House  but 
a  few  minutes  onl^,  with  the  moiivea  which  in- 
duced him  at  this  time  to  bring  it  forward.  Soma 
of  the  pensions  wbieh  had  been  granted,  said  he, 
have  already  expired,  and  others  will  expir«, 
probably,  before  the  session  of  Congress  eloeee. 
Amongst  the  latter  is  that  wbich  was  granted  to 
ihe  widow  anil  orphan  of  the  late  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Pike.  In  descending  tbe  Ohio  river,  said  Mr. 
H.,  the  eye  of  the  inquisitive  stranger  is  aiiraeled 
by  the  humble  dwelling  which  shelters  the  widow 
and  orpbao  of  that  disiioguished  hero.  Should 
bis  curiosity  carry  biro  further,  and  he  should  be 
induced  to  vl^ii  the  abode  of  ibis  interesting 
family,  he  would  find,  however  homble  tbe  exte- 
''  '  neatness,  frugal  hospitality,  and  com- 
:  to  be  found  within  its  walls— that  the 
lady  bad  expended  a  proper  portion  of  her  pen- 
sion in  Ihe  pious  purpose  of  educating  her  daugh- 
lar  Bat,  said  Mr.  H.,  if  the  visit  shonid  be  rt- 
peated  at  tbe  end  of  a  year,  and  the  law  which 
the  resolution  eontemplaied  should  not  pass,  it 
woald  be  fonnd  tbat  the  comforts  of  which  ha 
bad  spoken  had  fled,  or  that  tbe  means  of  praea- 
ring  tbem  were  obtained  by  Ihe  personal  exertioBs 
of  the  lady  herself.  From  my  knowledge  of  bet 
situation,  said,  Mr.  U.,  1  oan  suie,  wiib  confidence, 
that  her  dependence  for  a  comfortable  eupport 
rests  npon  the  generosity— no,  sir,  not  on  iha 
generaeiiy,  but  nn  the  justice  of  this  nation ;  tat, 
can  there  be,  mder  Heaven,  b  jnster  elaim  ihaa 
that  which  i*  presented  by  a  widow,  under  sneh 
circumstances  1  In  fighting  your  battles  she  hu 
lost  a  husband— he  has  bled  ihai  his  eountry 
might  be  great,  might  be  free,  raigbl  be  happy. 
Bm  onr  advantage  basbeen  to  ber  an  iniupersble 
misfortune.    It  nns  thrown  her 

"  On  tbe  wide  world,  without  that  ani*  tie 
"  For  wliich  she  wishsd  to  live,  or  fsared  to  die." 

It  is  our  doty  lo  supply,  as  far  as  we  can 
supply,  the  loKS  she  has  susiained.  There  era 
otber  eases,  sir,  which  form  the  strongost  elairos 
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DjxiD  thejoBticeaiid  the  booor  of  the  nation.  Let 
me  not  be  told, said  Mr.  H.,  that  the  GorerumeDt 
has  performed  its  contract  by  siTiog  the  Gve  years' 
pentioD  which  was  provjdea  at  the  commeoee- 
ment  of  the  war.  Sir,  the  coDtract  was  all  on 
one  side,  and  it  would  hare  been  immaterial 
what  had  been  its  proTisions.  The  noble  spirits  of 
AlleD,  of  Han,  and  of  Pike,  would  have  met  youi 
eoeiajr  with  as  much  zeal  and  derotedoess  as  il 
the  proTiaion  for  their  families  bad  been  such  aa 
they  would  have  dictated ;  no  personal  considera- 
tion would  have  withheld  ihem  from  the  field  of 
(lory  Bat,  said  Mr.  H..  there  are  moments  when 
tiM  claims  of  nature  will  have  their  full  ciffect. 
I  bare  seen,  said  he.  the  wounded  and  ezpirinc 
warrior  in  thai  awfu]  momeat,  when  the  martial 
ardor  which  had  filled  his  bosom  had  been  sgi- 
peoded  by  the  pain  which  he  fell— when  the  ne- 
TificebeinjroaiJe,  naagbt  of  irobltcduty  remained 
to  be  performed — theo  it  Is,  sir,  that  the  thonghti 
of  his  family  would  Btl  him  with  the  greatest  so- 
licitude. Abeloved  wifeand  childien  left  friend- 
less and  unprotected— the  latter  without  the 
means  of  education,  and  bolb  without  sunpori. 
Id  snch  a  situatioD,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  have  heard 
amidst  the  fervent  aspirations  to  Hearen  for  their 
happiness,  a  consoling  hope  expressed  that  his 
country  would  not  forsake  Ihem.  Sball  we,  sir, 
not  realize  that  hope?  The  eonntry,  said  Mr. 
H.,  may  be  engaged  in  another  war;  If  il  should 
be  the  case,  let  os  commence  it  with  the  beoedic- 
tiooB  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan  upon  onr  heads. 
Let  not  their  prayers  lucend  to  Heaven  charged 
with  accusations  against  yaor  justice  and  hu- 
manity. But,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  am  anticipating  a 
thing  that  CHnuoi  happen ;  the  resolution  will  pass, 
as  Will  a  law  that  will  be  reported  in  obedience 
to  it 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Habbisok  was  not  opposed, 
and  was  adopted. 

INTEENAL  lUPROVEMBNTa 

Mr.  TncKBB,  of  Virginia,  from  tfaecommillte 
appointed  on  to  mneh  of  the  President's  Mea- 
sage  as  relates  to  roada,  canals,  tod  seminaries  of 
teaming]  made  a  feport  in  pan,  which  was  read. 
Bad  eommilled  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
IbMe  on  Friday  next.    The  report  is  as  follows; 

The  committBe,  to  whtnn  was  reftrred  so  mnch  of 
tlw  Preddent's  Message  as  relatea  to  roads,  cbdsIs, 
Ing,  re^eetfiiDy  npott,  in  put. 


thet  they  have  takes  into  conudenliM)  i£e  sntject .. 
Itoted  to  Aem,  and  bestowed  oa  U  that  Btieiition  to 
lAleh,  br  ila  impeitanea,  it  i*  ae  aminestly  emtitlad. 
iBTohing,  aa  it  is  sapposed,  a  gnat  Conatilatieiul 
qnaalioa  oa  the  one  hand,  and  intiiiiataly  ooumelad, 
on  die  «ther,  with  the  inproTement,  the  proapeiitr,  the 
union,  and  the  happineM  of  the  Uuitod  Stales,  il  pn- 
santa  the  &ureft  etatms  to  candid  sad  diligent  iniMti- 
^doa,  Nor  is  it  without  additional  inlareat  fiom  the 
dilisioii  of  opinion  to  which  it  has  heretofore  giren  rise 
between  the  Eiecutive  and  LegiilstiTe  branches  of  the 
GoTemment;  a  difference  which,  in  the  indulgence  of 
the  tights  of  free  opintoo,  will  bo  still  found  to  exist 
between  the  sentimatits  promulgated  in  the  Massage 
of  the  President,  and  thoie  which  will  be  adTsnced  by 
yotiT  committee  in  this  report;  nor  do  Ibay  conceive 


that  the  ezpreenon  in  the  Message  of  the  Freaident,  id 
an  opinion  uofsvarable  to  the  Coostitutiooal  powers 
"'  ><'-  Genera]  Government,  should  be  permitted  b 


stitational  majority  of  the  two  Houses  should  differ 
with  the  BxecutiTB  Department,  the  ogMion  of  Che 
letter,  boweTer  respectable,  ninst  yield  to  nich  an  ex- 
preeslon  of  their  wiS.  On  the  other  hand,  if  from  def- 
erence M  an  opinion  pnnnnlgaled  in  an  Eiecotire 
oommnDieatioa,  GmgreseAould  refrain  fton  entering 
upon  the  conajdesation  «f  a  qneelion  InTebing  Consti. 
tntional  doetrine,  it  augbi  happen  that  the  cpinion  of 
the  President  wonld  prevent  tlia  Mactioa  of  a  law, 
arcv  thMlth  then  should  be  the  Coaatitattaital  m^o»- 
itjr  of  two-lUrds  of  both  Honace  in  im  (anr.  Tkn, 
by  the  introduction  of  such  a  niaetiae,  the  PrewdeotNl 
Tsto  would  sequin  a  fives  niiknown  to  the  Conttil^ 
tjoo,  and  the  lagUIatiTe  bodr  would  be  shorn  of  ta 
powers  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  its  slmagtb,« 
from  indispoution  to  exert  iL  Whilst  your  comminse 
an  perfectiT  awan  that  nothing  like  this  i>  conle*- 

Slated  by  the  EieculiTe  branch  of  the  OoTerDment, 
ley  presume  the  House  of  Repreeentitives  will  ocrv- 
pnlonsly  sToid  a  ooarae  which  may  be  oonstrued  into 
a  denlietion  of  their  pririlegee.  They  deem  it,  there- 
Urb,  not  improper  to  <Ar  some  connderationa  npca 
the  question  of  Aa  Constitationel  power*  of  the  Ges- 
era)  OovemmeM  to  naes  laws  for  the  impmement  ud 
eonstniction  of  maa  and  eanale,  with  the  consent  of 
theSlatae. 

As  it  is  ob*io^^  however,  that  these  several  aolHeds 
of  legielstion  do  not  rest  apon  the  sane  foon^l^MS, 
and  that  one  of  these  may  be  within  the  spiien  irf'  the 
Constitutional  powai*  of  Congrtw,  whilst  tlie  ethen 
may  belong  exclusi*elj  to  the  Stales^  it  is  prt^xMed  to 
treat  them  seperalely ;  and  the  subject  <d' the  improve- 
ment and  cocetraetion  of  public  loeds,  which  spp«n 
to  yoor  committee  moat  dearly  to  be  dedadbte  t« 


An  accurale  attention  to  the  real  points  of  difference 
on  this  sut^ect,  will  greatly  contribute  to  &ee  the  cob- 
Inversy  fiim  unimportaat  and  irrelevant  considera- 
tions. To  attain  this,  we  have  only  to  compan  what 
is  cMnil^atlv  admitted  en  the  one  hand,  wiJi  whet  ii 
clalned  and  contended  for  en  the  other. 
■  The  laws  of  anteeadenl  Congieases,  sfqiroTad  by 
aooeearive  Executive  Magistratee  theeuatvea,  win  be 
reaorled  to,  as  affiHrding  evidenee  of  what  May  be  i» 
garded  as  concwlsd  to  be  wjihin  the  powen  of  the 
Genaral  OovernBieat.  The  commen^le  jMhwsy 
which  they  have  manifeated  of  all  ertcioaduneaie  of 
Stale  power;  and  their  scrapnious  adherMoa  to  the 
most  rigid  niinciples  of  construction,  in  the  interpt». 
tation  of  the  Conititatian.taffbrdi  a  sure  gueiaatee 
that  more  has  not  been  admitted  than  may  fairly  be 
assumed  within  the  provisions  of  that  instnunent 
Taking,  then,  the  acts  of  both  the  Eieculive  and  Leg- 
islative branches  of  the  Government  for  our  guide,  we 
shsU  find  it  clearl]'  admitted  that  there  are  some  casts, 
at  least,  in  which  the  General  Government  possanes  Iho 
Ooruti tntional  privilege  of  constmcting  and  improving 
roads  through  the  leverll  Slates. 

Thns,  by  the  act  of  the  Sflth  of  March,  1806,  con- 
firmed, amondei],  and  enlarged,  by  subaeqnent  acto,a 
road  was  ilireoted  to  be  laid  ont  end  constructed  fnm 
Cumberland,  in  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  upon  obteming  the  eonaent  of  the  States  through 
which  it  shanld  pasa.    The  fund  provided  ibr  tliia  no- 
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initM State  «f  <Nii>;  m  lk*t  tin*  Mt  ltaimyh« 

:  "mads  isi7  ba  hU  aatb7  0«*' 


if  auell  i«adi  inaj 
CoDitiiiAiimallr  ba  defrayed  out  itf  the  ftmdi  of  the 
Uaitod  aiBtaa.  The  act  Kai  mnwi  by  tba  Praai- 
daot,  IB  offiea,  in  ISOS,  and  ouar  acta  co^miag, 
ameirfinc.  and  iwiwiiBg  it,  wwe  paaiad  by  a«baeqBi»t 
LegUrtnraa,  ia  the  ■eara  IftlO.  Itll,  ajid  IStS,  aad 
Vprcraad  by  lb*  PiMMnt,  in  aflka,at  tkea*  period*; 
nay,  >)M*%  Ika  ikaaa  laat  acta  «ml*Mad  wtwprialtaM 
lo  tha  HMWt  or  «91««M*,  p^ablB  oat  (^  a»r  IMM* 
m  the  Tteaanrr,  bat  niabandik  wrt  ef  tb  (Hio 


akaitar  I*  lUa  aet  in  mmtui  te  pfoalaioM,  aad 
•aalageaa  in  poMipl*,  arc  dio  aeu  of  April  SlamtM, 
and  <tf  Hm  M  of  Hanih,  1817.  Mtheritteg  towIb  Io  Iw 

rued  ft«m  Naibiaie  and  BayneHttft,  in  tba  Mala 
raiiBwe**,  to  diCnnt  pliiuti  in  tlw  IJMaiiripni 
ToniteT.  BM  Ihaaa  aata  ■•  itil  ftMtiar  Aan  tie 
formm.  In  iwiltinB  ta  ptfiin  tba  pra»iaaa  eonaant  of 
tha  8tat»  «t  Tnnaaeae^  tfaraa^  wkoa*  laniiaiiaa  a 
part  of  tba  laad*  waa  U  paai,  ud  in  dkaatiiit  Iha  as> 
penaaa  of  makinc  tfaam  !•  bo  daftnad  ant  of  to  pabHc 
TraaaDi7  af  tha  Unled  StalM^  wMwMt  pmt^  t>t 


ita  raimbanaaent  in  any 

Bnt  l**t  the  juflnwina  la  ba  dari«wd  fton  thaaa  ad- 
wiMioD*  ihoald  ba  daaMd  U  ba  waahaned  b;  die 
MnuidanbOD,  that  the  eoUiAMi  af  cfiaion  on  the  Coti- 
■tJlatioDal  qnaatiwi  Im*  ariteo  rinea  the  paaaage  af 
tltoaa  lawa,  ;o«r  coBmNM  will  bag  leave  to  itta  to 
the  daM  of  ibo  laat  aetaboranaMioBad,  and  to  eertaiii 
iKiiaaiiliiiu*  life  il*lii aiiliKjaiail  lallte  iiiniialewl  anil 
wall  TWliatad  dUbtenea  if  opiiuoB  batwoM  the 
EaoaaUva  and  Iho  LetMatua  at  Iha  laat  aaaataqof 
Convaaa.  Sinca  thtt  pariad,  they  hare  aatli&cleiy 
infbnaalian  that  a  ratd  W  been  dimotad  by  the  Si- 
•eotineftlio  Uait«d  Btataa  to  ba  hayamod,  at  the  e«- 
paiMe  of  tba  OaoBal  QowmBont,  and  dooblieat  for 
milUaiy  pnqpoaaa.  Thk  ntd  ii  kM  oM  torn  Plattt- 
borr,  or  tie  vkiDibr,  in  Iha  Blala  of  Now  York,  to 
SeekeU'e  Hailiei,  in  the  Maa  State. 

It  ie  pramnad  that  It » to  b*  ceiutmotad  M  the  ax- 
pejaaa  of  the  Oanwal  OorernnM^  ud  it  i*  nndentood 
that  tha  wariooe  eaaanl  of  the  Btat*  ha*  not  been  pra- 
cBiad.  Fteu  tU«  act,  tharefare,  of  tho  ExaeotlTa 
branch  of  the  QoTemmat.imaaattogftoai  tbalabttiee 
at  a  lata  dda,  it  wemld  ■eein  hit  to  infa',  that  tha  Don- 
etitntioii  ia  adMbtad  ta  have  aaafciiad  npon  the  Oaa- 


road*,  aOMl  la  diftay  tha  mwai  tH  0*^  oenftraetian 
oat  of  the  fcnda  of  Iha  Unilad  Slaiaa.  And  aa  Ifte 
powei  1*  not  dewad  in  all  eaaa*,  yow  oomaatlee  will 
•ttenwt  to  ihow  that  Gangra**  ha*  Iho  powoi — 

1.  Ta  lay  oat,  impiOTa,  and  eaaalniet,  poot  toad* 
thiongh  Iho  aOToral  Stataa,  wkh  Ae  aaaant  ctf  the  ra- 
apaoUva  Butea.    And, 

9.  To  open,  eonitniat,  and  inprova,  military  roada 
thrODgh  the  wtm^I  Statea,  wltt  the  aaaent  of  Iho  ra- 
■pectiie  atataa. 

3.  To  eat  eanab  thiongfa  the  ievetal  SUta*,  with 
Iheir  aaaent,  br  promoting  and  giving  aocarity  to  in. 


WIT',  leafing,  in  all  thcMoaaea, the  joriadkitkiBal right 


In  oxamUng  tha  aoMi&eea  af  thoea  poaflioB*,  yew 

eomHutloa  wiU  not  find  k  n«nifiy  to  naart  to  whrt 
ia  caUad  a  liberal  ea&Bini«tiaa  of  the  Conetltalian. 
nay  mi^  btdaad,  ceniand  that  aa  the  powan  ktn 
allribalod  to  the  United  Bletea  era  net  in  derogatiaB 
H  State  Tighta,  (Mae  th^  can  anly  be  exeroMad  br 
Ooii  aiant)  ther-  "  ' —  '-  -"-^-  -    - 

eleimad  by  tha  Qenwai  « 


afgnn&a  the  Union,  and  to  d>nnM  ii»  i 

th«  my  be  ooom  neaan  fer  hiding  tha  w, 

tioMof  Iha  nation  to  tha  •'letter  of  tbair  aMharity." 
B«  where  tha  power  aonghl  ta  ba  oeNMod  h  tm- 
eSoetU  in  il*  afcn*,  and  only  Mt  in  tho  blaaaint  k 
oMfa* ;  whare  il  i*  not  pcopoaad  ta  act,  oSMpI  tri* 
thaaMMoftbapwgrtAkbUlobBaAeiad;  whan 
dte  meaanta  i*  more  eaknlalad  to  iniiiiwai  tbe  *■■• 
lanoe  and  Iha  po*«af  Iho  State,  than  l«  agiainfiM 
tba  Union  at  il*  egpwn*.  h  might  lUriy  bo  oontondad 
diat  a  loaa  rigoron*  oonaHmotian  of  the  CotliaHan 


improper  to  OMMbva  Ibe  aMM  inammanl,  liberally, 
whaae the inlenMa of  Ihe  oonVaolMg  patlim wllfia 
tbawby  pHwaaiaJ.  and  to  adhaw  to  a  graalai  atrirw 
where  injvy  auy  aiiw  to  ailh«r  by  an  int 
tao  latifdinow.  Aat  the  powwa  hi  qa 
ibv  dugann*  in  their  t«ad*Mi*^  nor  «■ 
we  li^tonMH  te  *•  StaMa,  wenki  laam  Uriy  Inte- 


:d  faom  tba  iaiporlanea  ao  jially  artarfcii  ti 


X  nnnnaa,  BTanaweai^  oo  noi  aoneacw 

r  to  oaU  to  thoir  aid  the  liberal  prineipUaof 
a  whieh  the  ocmiiBn  nti^  joaiify'  Thajr 
y  na*  af  tho  general  pbraaa  in  the  Cen«I> 


ea  ozianding  tba  power  of  Congraa*  beyond  the 
^odttodpowafBi  and  they  ndmtt  thai  to  m^ort  Iheir 
|ie«rti«it*,  it  miut  ^paar  that  Iba  powara  coatanded 
far  are  expreedy  gianiad,  or  Oat  tbey  ato  both  "  «•• 


tirety,  may  eonalnat  and  imnon  tfaeb  poat  iaad% 
nnd*r  tho  power  •*  to  aetaUiel)  paot  aaoea  and  peat 
taada,"Baaua  to  ba  manibat,  boA  ftom  tbanMuoof 


woriMteUjM,tathi*d 

prahondt  aathlng  mtta  man  a  ateta  aertgnadon  of 
poatroad^.  Bat  ifthtabo  tino,  tbaiapoRant  powan 
Msfinad  on  th*  Ownl  Oofaminan^  in  relation  la 

tha  Po(t  OOoe,  might  ba  randavMl  in  a  (laat  MOMmo 
inaOEtant  and  impnetioabla.  InaomoSMtaaapawar 
i*  Toaiad  in  the  infciior  tiiban*!*  or  oann^  ooaita,  to 
diooontinno  roada  el  their  diaaiiirirw  i  a  poet  road  d»> 
eignated  by  Congraia  m^bt  thn*  bo  di*eonliniie<^  Io 
the  groat  ombatraainant  of  the  Poat  OOea  eaUUiah- 
nank  If  tha  power  to  aM*bli*h  conftra  only  tba  •■- 
tbofity  to  doMgnat^  Coograe*  oan  bavo  no  right  either 
'->  keep  *  fer^  o**r  a  d«<i>  end  rapid  river,  fiir  ibe 
anaportation  of  the  naile,  or  to  ooapal  tboownareof 
faiiy  to  porfbnn  that  aerviee ;  atfd  yet  onr  law*  eon- 
lin  ao  act,  acfniaaced  in  tn  mora  than  twenty  yeere, 
■poeing  penalliee  on  ferrymen  for  detaining  th*  mall 
id  on  oUtar  pwaon*  fer  retarding  or  obetmctnig  lla 
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p<— gc  It  wsald  b«  difflcolt  to  ikoerm  how  thin 
yowcT  of  impociiig  ptndliM  on  b«  mppoilod,  eithor 
W  on  oiiciDtl  or  MMaMi?  powsr  eiccpt  npoo  prnici- 
ploi  of  more  iiboral  conBtrncUon  than  thoae  now  ad- 
*uit«i].  Thne  are,  therefore,  Dot  ■  faw  who  believe 
that,  aader  the  autbatitj  to  "  eatabtidl"  poet  made, 
CoDBTU*  he*e  eipren  power  to  laj  out,  coDetmct, 
aui  improTe  road*  f6r  the  traiupoitation  of  the  maili. 
Bat,  however  thii  maj  tw,  the  anttaarit;  whidi  >■ 
eonAtnd  b;  flia  ConatitDlioit  to  nalu  all  lawi  which 
•hall  be  **  owsMaarj  and  proper"  for  eairjing  into  ai«- 
enlkin  tha  ennnenlad  powera,  ia  balievsd  to  veet  in 
Um  General  Gorerament  all  the  maana,  which  are  at- 
■antial  to  the  complete  enjajment  of  the  prinlege  of 
"  MlaMiahing  poit  offieea  and  poet  roada,"  Even 
wilbeut  thia  elauie  of  the  Conalitation  the  aame  prin- 
dple.woald  ha*e  applied  to  ita  eoaatrnctioD ;  Mnee, 
according  to  oommon  andenlandlng,  the  grant  of  a 
power  impliea  a  grant  of  whalerar  ii  neeesarj  to  iti 
WuojaanU 

Taking  Iheae 
adwd,  if,  nndcr 
(ended  fiw,  the  right  at  tmuportiDg  the  maila  would 
Mt  ba  kdd  antbaly  at  (he  will  of  the  Statea  raapeet- 
ivety ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  United  filatae  1w*e 
the  privilefe  of  eataUiabiBg  peat  roada,  and  are  nnder 
the  comapondint  oUigalioB  of  Inatporting  the  inaUa, 
ia  it  iMt  aaaential  lO'lh*  peribmaDoe  of  thia  dnn  and 
t*  tha  aqfoyment  of  thia  power,  that  tb^  aboold  h«*e 
lb*  right  (with  the  mmU  of  the  reapectiie  Btatee)  to 
throw  bridgM  over  deep  and  npid  atraaina,  to  remove 
•vbaiTHnng  and  dangemiu  obMrmtioiM  in  the  nada 
which  tbej  hale  the  prirUeg*  of  nahig,  to  lerel  moun- 
taiua  which  impede  the  velod^  of  traii^ortalioD,  and 
to  render  paaaaUo  the  uoraaeaa  wUch  interaeet-  the 
la  parte  of  tba  UntOD?     Can  it  be 


Talidi^  haa  nerer  been  qneationcd,  it  appaara  to  p«» 
•eea  not  maralj  the  power  of  receiving  m>  onimportaat 
a  priTilege  ■■  thia,  hot  of  acquiring  territory  ad  SH- 
litm.  The  acqniaition  of  Loniaiana,  one  of  the  hap- 
pieat  eranla  of  ottr  political  hiatoiy,  enncea  the  powar 
of  thia  Oorenment  to  acquire  larritorj  by  Iraatj  froai 
fonigD  nationa.  He  ceeaion  of  the  Noithweet  Tar- 
ritoi7  b;  Virginia  ahow*  that,  nnder  the  atrtct  prind- 
plea  of  the  oU  Confedention,  which  had  ao  few  Im- 
turet  of  iMtioaality,  tha  United  Statea  were  dMm«d 
to  bale  the  power  of  aoqniring  landa  even  ftom  th« 
BlatM  of  the  Confedency.  The  Georgia  ceMiMi.com- 
jear  ISOS,  ia  final);  decWve  of  tk« 
mapniod  exerdae  of  a  power  in  th« 
Qeneral  Qoiemnat  to  receiTe  •  ceaaoB  itT  tenilofT 
from  an;  member  in  (he  Confederacy,  undar  die  pra» 
ant  ConatitntioQ.  Bnt  if  the  General  OoveniMMt 
have  the  power  lo  aggTandiu  tiaelf  by  the  aoqairitiaa 
-»m-_j — ■ the  inftrtorprrrijefo be  denied  them 


auMMaedtt 


d  inpOMDg  the  dn^  of  mntpoiting  the  maila,  (in 
na  nUnre  a  mattot  of  natiooal  concern,]  intendvd  to 
veat  in  CoDgreaa  the  mere  aothority  to  deaignate  the 
niada  over  which  it  ihould  be  carried  1  Can  it  b«  de- 
nied, that  the  right  lo  render  a  road  panable  ii  "  ne- 
eaaaary"  to  the  snjojmentof  the  privilege  of  tranaport- 
ing  the  maila;  or  can  it  be  drnied  that  anch  improve- 
Uent,  with  the  Haent  of  the  Statea,  i*  propsr  !  And, 
if  ■  neccMar;  and  proper,"  if  it  not  jnatified  aa  a~  " 
eidentid  power  T 

It  ii  indeed  from  the  operation  of  theae  wwda,  "ne- 
y  and  proper,"  in  the  daoae  of  the  Conatitnlion, 
»,thBl  the"aiaentofthe 


.-.  .  .Bof  po«t  roada.  For, however 
"  BcceMan"  anch  improvenent  might  be,  it  might  be 
^neatianeil  how  br  en  intarfcnnee  with  the  8tae 
jDiiadictian  ovtr  iU  aoil,  againat  ita  will,  might  be 
•■  proper."  Nor  ia  thia  initanee  of  an  imperfect  right 
in  the  General  GovernDent  without  an  analogy  in 
the  Conatitnlion  ;  the  power  of  eierciaing  jariadiction 
«Ter  forta,  magaiinei,  araeoak,  and  dock  jar^  de- 
pending upOD  preTtooa  pnrchaae  by  the  United  Statea, 
with  the  coDHDtorthe  fclUte. 

Admitting,  then,  that  the  Conalttstion  conferi  only 
a  right  of  way,  and  that  the  rights  of  loil  and  juriadic- 
''~  D  eidosivaly  with  the  Btatee  reapectively, 

ama  no  sonnd  objeotion  to  the  improve- 
la  with  their  aaaant.  For  i^  by  the  10th 
amendment,  thia  right  ia  reeerved  to  the  Stale*,  It  ia 
within  tbe  power  of  the  State  lo  grant  it,  tmleaa  the 
Dnited  State*  are  inoapatife  of  receiving  auch  a  privi- 
>ga.    Bat  by  variooa  aeta  of  the  Oorenimrnl,  wboee 


yet  there  » 


pairing  the  loada  e*«r  whkb  they  are  compdlMl  to 
tranaport  the  maila  through  the  Unien  1 

Monorer,  it  aeama  to  be  •dnitted  ibet  Ae  TTnitAd 
Statea  have,  atnce  the  Georgia  ceaMon, «  Oonatitntional 
right  to  make  and  repair  roada  in  die  ceded  tenitoiT. 
If,  then,  by  the  mwder  of  the  teiritMy,  Georgia  oonU 
give,  and  tbe  United  SlaUa  leoeive.  the  right  to  make 
roadi  within  it,  it  ia  diffioolt  to  imagine  a  aalietantial 
ol^eftion  to  the  validly  <tl  a  grant  to  make  a  road, 
withont  a  tranafar  of  the  Urritory. 

3.  Vonr  oommitleo  ooncdTe  that  the  Genwal  Got- 
emment  has  the  power  of  making  and  opening  milita> 
ry  roada  with  the  aaseoi  of  the  raipecUTe  SUtea,  vrith 

view  to  tha  common  defonea  of  the  nation. 

The  power  of  opening  a  road  dtving  actnal  hoalili- 
tiaa,  for  the  puipoee  of  tianuiofting  miUlar;  atoms,  inj 
marching  troopa  to  poinia  that  are  menaced,  haa  aerar 
yet  been  called  in  qneation.  In  tnilh,  witlwal  »vA  a 
power,  the  UtiiCed  Statea  m«tt  hll  •  prey  U  iweiga 

ever  a  military  road  becomee  neceaeary  for  the  auional 
aafety,  it  ia  in  tbe  power  ef  the  General  Oovemment 
to  conatruct  it.  Of  thia  neceaaily,  that  GovernmeBt 
can  be  tha  only  judge ;  and  if  the  power  of  jodging  tf 
thia  neceaaiiy  be  in  Ihem,  the  ConMilalional  power  to 
act  moat  of  course  ba  coaeeded.  In  the  axetrbe  of 
this  discretion,  a  very  general  MOthaeat  at  pn^nt 
prevaila  in  bvor  of  pnparalians  darii^  peace  fei  a 
atata  of  war.  And  if  As  power  of  judging  whwi  it  i* 
neoeaaary  be  admitted,  Iha  Conatilntiaaat  right  to  de 
it  at  any  tine  most  be  allowed. 


Iter  npoD  the  delicate  ioqatry 
>i>i,ui»  >iu>  right  can  be  eierciaed  by  the  General 
Government  without  the  aaaent  of  (he  respective  Stetea 
through  whooe  territorie*  a  road  ia  oeiHtnictad  in  time 
of  peace,  with  a  view  la  military  opetnijona  in  any  fii- 
tore  wara.    Leaving  this  qaeatiw  for  disciiswDB  when- 


e  oeeaaien  may  ciUitflMtli,yaar 
I,  in  thia  report,  to  aasart  the  ri 


eport,  to  aasart  tha  ri^t  to  eierdaa 
.  .  '  power  with  the  aaaent  of  the  Statea. 
Having  taken  this  cursory  view  of  the  priadples  rf 
tha  CoDBtitatiDn,  in  relation  to  ttke  conitrtictian  of 
roada  by  the  United  States,  it  may  no(  be  nnimpertut 
to  examine  whit  has  been  Ibe  practice  under  ita  pro- 
visioos.  The  lawa  of  the  Union  and  the  acta  of  the 
Biecutive  l»«nch  of  tlie  Govemmant,  th«n^  they 
cannai  be  relied  on  to  support  acknowledged  emr, 
may  aafely  be  referred  to  in  aid  of  onr  inqniiies  aa  la 
the  pr^Mr  conatmction  of  the  ConstitDtion. 

'  of  tha  «nalo|iee  a^ 
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MteffUn  MiUpl  ttMtMHtS, 
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ftrdad  hf  A»  aeta  of  Caocmm,  b  A*  ■ft»bEilim«iit  of 
Dm  OoDibMlmnd  TO«d  alnadj  mnMiocnd.  Thta  ra«d 
hu  bMn  ooiMtnieUd  aMaM-  the  Hdmi^  of  O*  Dai- 
tad  BtatM,  with  Hfb  ftad*,  ud  Ihronglt  m**mI  of 
dM  SntaB,  whh  tiuit  tMMA  II  hu  i«criT«d  Um  mum- 
tioo  af  Hvonl  Aadnct  npnmaHMin  hoSm,  mi  of 
ttraPnMdnitaafthoUuladSlaUa.  In  riioit,  If  prv- 
eodoBt  drae  wan  mMiiiirt  ^*  MtirMihl  fbnitt  it. 
PaaMDB  «TM  iht  nad  bmB  Nwhnlla  to  Natchai, 
■od  tba  KMd  from  KajnotddMrf  to  •  put  sf  Iha  late 
TonitoiTof  MkauHppi,  dlractad  Inr  an  aMofllwlMt 
aaMJDD  of  Congreai,  both  of  whiea  aflbrd  MsoadaMi 
no  Ian  (tnnf ,  wa  ooma  to  iba  «ilitai7  Toad  ktdf  di> 
nctod  I7  tba  Exacnttn  anlherily  to  ba  aonMnictad, 
from  FtaHtJbmg  or  iU  iridni^,  to  Saekett'a  Hutrar. 
TUa  toad  U  not  to  ba  cmnlnielad  with  anj  ezpraaa 
It  of  i)m  atate  aioMll"'>l<:h  ■(  Pu*B<i  nor  by  tba 
'       '  ~  '        '  >  Praridant  bu  deamad 


satbott^  of  CoMfnaa,  bat  tba  I 


ditto 


rs,  the  adTtniaKaa  cmT 
which  MO  nndentood  to  bo  lo  palpabia,  w  U  ha*« 
(iren  gicot  aatialaction  in  Oe  eoontrf  when  the  road 
ia  ma^.  Hanca,  hnterar,  the  queMioa  nanhi,  whe- 
Ihei  tba  auTciee  of  IhU  po<r«t  bj  fte  Preaident  ii  not 
an  asproM  admiaiiiin  of  the  right  of  the  General  Got- 
emiaent  to  opan  kIUUij  nad*  oien  in  tine  of  pro- 
fband  peaca,  whan  Aej  are  beliaved  to  ba  necaaeuj; 
and,  if  tha  powei  of  jadfin^  of  ihia  nooeniir  ia  poa- 
aeaaad  by  tna  £zecntiiai  it  oannot,  it  w  pnanmed,  b« 
denied  to  Iba  ^M  mon  impoitant  organ  erf'  tbe  natioii'i 
will — die  LegMlatan  of  the  Union. 

9.  Aa  to  oanak.  It  miU  not  t>«  neceaaaiy  to  raca- 
pitalate  tbe  arfnnianta  alnadj  oaad  on  the  intject  of 
nada,  aoine  of  which  wiU  be  Ibaad  atrong^  t^Ueable 
to  canaU.  It  may  anffioa  to  add,  that  we  power  to 
■uka  eanak  and  roada,  fcr  the  pntootion  and  aafe^ 
of  iaMraalceamercabatwean  iha  aereial  StoUa,  may 
jnatly  ba  oeawdaaad  aa  not  laaa  incddantal  to  Iha  regn- 
lation  of  iMoml  eeaiMana  than  many  of  the  powen 
etarciaed  nndei  tha  aalhority  to  ngnlato  fenfgn  oom* 
mana  ai«  ■neeeairf  to  that  power.  The  eHbaRM*- 
nanto  of  tha  nalian  daring  war,  from  tbe  want  of 
good  Tuada  aQil  canal*,  both  in  nlatioo  to  tnde  and 
the  tranaportation  of  cannon  and  mihtaiy  ■tore*,  ha*a 
been  too  recentlj  and  aenahlT  Alt  to  be  forgotten. 
Vaatod  with  Iha  power  of  nMng  war,  the  Conatitu- 
tioB  coaU  narer  have  intondad  the  General  Oaiam- 
If 


It  wbieh  daa 


ndai 


IheiflbeanypartofthatiD  .      _ 

liberal  Mnatraclion,  it  ia  that  whieh  oamfiRa  oa  tbe 
Feileial  GoTmunent  the  power  of  making  waTi  and 
the  duty  of  prMactiOf  tba  Union  Jiom  bt^gn  boaliU- 
ty.  With  a  Navy  yet  iMafficient  to  inaora  tha  aai* 
coDTejaoce,  coaatwiae,  of  tioopa,  of  implenanla  of 
war,  and  military  norea,  and  daMioed  to  contend  with 
an  enemy  wboae  conmand  of  the  aea  anaUea  them  to 
aaaail,  in  rajud  anceaarion,  the  meet  ^atant  poiiliona, 
we  haia  be««i  eompellod,  from  the  want  of  an  inlenial 
water  eommnnieauon,  to  enconnter  the  moat  waiterat 
mctraTaganoe  in  tbe  tranaportation  of  the  mean*  of  de- 
fence. Piom  tba  aame  cauaa,  tba  intcnul  trade  be- 
twean  the  State*  haa  bean,  daring  war,  trammsled  and 
embamaaod,  and  a«^  ent  off;  and  the  prodnition* 
of  one  porlioa  of  the  commonily  bare  rotted  on  their 
handa,  while  diatoat  paiM  of  tbe  Umled  Stotaa  wen 
anfiaring  tor  tba  want  of  tbem. 

It  ia  traa  that  Iho  want*  of  the  Union  cannot  confer 
powet  nnder  the  Uonatitation  1  bot  tbey  may  jaatly  ba 
toQched  npon  aa  affoiiliDg  aii  in  ita  cooatruitioo. 
They  maat  haVa  been  deaiiy  foreaean,  and  mnit  bare 


been  aoppoeed  to  be  pnridod  far.  ff  Iha  power  to 
carry  on  war  impUat  "the  naoaaaarj  and  proper" 
maana  of  eendnctingit  to  a  aafaand  proper  iaana.and 
it,  wilheat  Iha  iiaa  of  Oaaa  mean*,  tbe  bordena,  and 
the  ^Tttion*,  and  the  miaariaa  of  war,  era  to  be  inde- 
finitely iacreaaad,  and  it*  i**ae  (always donbtfiilj  nn> 
dared  yet  more  pracariona  and  uaproaparoua,  are  we 
not  jnitified  in  preaaming  theaa  mean*  to  baTe  been 
coQtemplatad  ai  being  teited  in  tha  Ganarai  GoTem- 
mentl     Arewanol  Jnatifiedinaaaerting  thiaoni 


If  year  conniittaa  hare  not  erred  in  attribtrting  to 
Congreaa  a  Conatitntlonal  power  to  make  road*  and 
eanat*.  either  ■■  en  origitwl  or  accaaaaty  power,  it 
would  aaem  that  no  doobt  oould  remain  of  tbe  right  of 
applying  oar  ravennea  to  tboee  pu'poeea.  If,  indeed, 
the  power  «aa  denied  to  the  Oaneial  GoTemmeat  of 
conatractiDg  roada  and  canal*  tbemaelTae,  a  qneation 
might  adU  ariaa,  whether  it  had  not  power  to  appro- 


b  and  canal*  by  the  Blate*." 


application 

of  the  rerenuea  which  an  to  bo  raiiad  utider  it*  ao- 
thority.  Tbe  power  ia  given  *■  to  Uyand  collect  taiaa 
to  pay  tha  debta  and  proridB  for  fht  common  defenea 
and  ganeralweUusof  tbe  United  Butaa;"  and  thongb 
it  be  readily  admitlad,  that,  aa  thia  danaa  i*  only  in< 
tended  to  deaignato  the  obtecta  for  which  raveooa  ia 
to  be  raiaed,  it  cannot  be  conalraed  to  extend  the  apo- 
cified  ^wen  of  Congreaa,  ^et  il  would  be  diffieoJt  to 
raoonole  eitber  Iba  ganarahty  of  tha  eipraaiiaa  or  tha 
eontaa  of  adminiaoralion  onder  it,  with  the  idea  that 
OongraM  baa  net  a  diecretionary  power  oTor  it*  ex- 
peaaivrea,  limitad  by  Oeir  applicaiion  "to  llie  cen- 
mon  defanoa  and  gmoral  weUira." 

A  tnr  of  Iba  i*rj  great  Tarie^  d'  inalancea,  in 
whidilbe  mannoa  of  tbe  United  Sutaa  bare  bean  a^ 
pliad  to  i^acU  not  EdUng  within  the  apeoifled  powara 
of  Oengteaa,  or  Ifaoee  wUdi  may  ba  ragarded  aa  ind- 
denUl  to  tbam,  will  beat  illnatiata  thia  nnia^ 

Thna,lt  can  acaraaly  be.Doncai*ed,that,ircanalniad 
with  rigor,  the  OonalUntion  ba«  conferred  tba  power 
to  piKcbaee  a  Library,  aitber  apeciSeaUy  or  aa  a  "  na- 
•aaeary"  latfdaM  to  lagialation.  8tiU  laaa,  perbape, 
can  tbe  pioaa  aarrioaa  of  a  Cha^ain,  or  tba  pnrchaae 
of  eipaDaira  painting*  for  omaBonting  Iba  Hall  ef 
aaaijDU,  or  Tarien*  otbat  aspenditnree  ef  Miliar  dMr- 
aeUt,  be  ooaeiderad  aa  *■  nacawaiy"  inaidento  to  Iha 
power  of  making  lawa.  Tel,  w  ihaae  and  to  aba  Mil 
objaqto  have  the  A«b  of  the  United  Stotaa  baan  fnatr 
applied,  at  eraiy  anocaaaiee  Marian  of  OoBgriw,  wifc- 
ou  a  qoeatioA  aa  to  tbe  conatitnlionality  of  tba  appli- 

It  would  be  yet  mere  difficult  to  radnee,  under  the 
■pedfio  at  aeeoMary  powara  of  Uongreaa,  the  libnwl 
donation  to  tbe  wretotad  aufierara  ot  Venaaaela,  or 
the  employment  of  oar  tvnaaem  in  the  oaeftil  and  inu 
tereetiog  aDiarpiiae  to  the  Pacific 

The  bonntiea  allowed  far  the  aaconiagenenl  of  tba 
flaheiiea  farm  aoaiher  expanilitoie  that  doea  net  faD 
onder  any  of  tha  powera  granted  by  the  Conatitntjon  ; 
nor  could  it  fairly  be  conaularad  aa  iafarribla  from  tba 
power*  granted,  upon  the  aliicl  prindplea  trnnctimaa 
coDtonded  far.  The  aame  objection*  would  apply  to 
aclaal  boantiea  paid  to  maoutaolorara  far  thair  aaooar- 
agemaot,  ajiil  'to  the  indirect  eneooiagainenl  giien  to 
them,  and  which  operetea  aa  a  bounty  to  one  d***  of 
the  commonly  and  aa  a  toa  npon  tlte  reaL    Theea  and 
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ChmmutaHon  (^  Btidurf  Pof. 


%  Tuiety  of  Oibm  ^tpropiMtioiw  can  on);  b«  jaitified 
qpou  IM  principle  that  the  (eoBnl  cUnM  in  qtrntian 
b«(  *Mtaa  in  CongKia  a  tluaalionuj  PpWM  to  dm 
Sn  the  "(eaarat  weUtre"  th«  fandi  whkli  tiiar  (re 
Hthorited  to  raise. 

Nor  ia  there  vaj  danger  that  BDch  «  power  vriB  ba 
abued,  white  the  TtgMorrepreaeiitatiTe  raapaDilbiUtj 
Mmaini  animpaiied.  It  ia  on  tbia  pnneipla  that  tha 
ftamera  of  the  Conatitotion  mainlj  lelied  for  tha  pio- 
taction  of  the  public  pnrae.  It  waa  a  atfe  relunoe.  It 
wa*  maaifeat  that  Uteie  wai  no  otiliai  aabjact  on  which 
npreaentalive  reanoiiaibilil;  woold  ba  an  great.  On 
tha  other  hand,  wnile  Ibia  principle  wa«  calcvlaied  to 
■Mveat  abaaea  in  the  a|ipropnatMnB  of  paUic  omuhij, 
it  wii  eqoall;  neceiaarr  to  |pTe  an  exteaai*e  diecr*- 
tloa  to  the  legialatiTa  bodji  in  the  diapodtion  of  the 
revennea  \  ainca  no  hQmaii  brnight  conld  diaeein,  nor 
hoinan  indnatij  enumerate,  the  infinite  Taiistf  of  puf- 
poaaa  to  which  the  pnblic  moo^  mishl  advanlage- 
onalj  and  leg itinatelj  be  aj^ed.  The  attctn^  wonld 
haie  been  to  U^kit,  not  to  iraow  a  CofuftAiftOR  ; 
U  foreaee  and  provide  ^ecifictlij  for  the  wanta  MT 
ftltore  generatiHia,  not  lo  frame  a  nile  of  condnct  for 


general  phraaa  in  relation  ,     , 

Tevennea  maj  be   VpJied,  while  toe  fiwnera  of  the 

iDBtntinent,  in  the  danae  which  eonelndea  the     ~ 


ation  of  powan,  acrapoloDaly  avoid  the  i 
vebenaive  an  expreaeion,  and  confine 
we  grant  of  aoch  indde; 
■■  neceaaai;  and  piopar"  I 


theBuelTaa  to 


lUe  •oaatnoliM  of  the  CoB- 
ia  ealeaUted  to  lire  thai  wnliwitod  exteat  to 
tb*pow«»of  the  Fadatal  OovaniMBi  whkh  byi 
•eeme  to  have  baan  appnheoM.    Thua  fa  a  die 


parpoaa,  and  tlw  fnaac  to  do  the  act  for  whacfa  it  ia 
mpnwnatad  i  and  If  ao,  the  power  to  afmcofciatoi 
•*lbi  Um  gaMnl  wdbia"  doe*  Ml  hf  U  eqMab 
wdaad  the  aMnfied  •«  inwhatol  pawara  of  Goaenw 
Bent.  Tbu.  in  tta«  eaaa  waihi  raawdetaMea,  if  the 
fawer  to  maha  ■  read  at  dig  a  eaaal  to  Mt  gtv««.lb« 

■TginanS^ 


...  .   H*  aiprawii.    If  thM«  wmm  b» 

•Ami  linitaiwn,  the  ogbto  at  Um  if  aitiee  SMaa 


oCUm 


appaaM  toh«  aaa*  a*  w 

i«  CoHtiMkm,  it  ii  abo 


iltftwhiahhM 


or  lUat  Aa  InitaiweB  akMdy  ineMlaMd 
NM  aviAeM*  I  and  it  ia  anMhandad,  that, 
■pan  the  rigid  piaeipba  rf  conatfnotlau  Maartadbatfa 
in  regard  to  the  antunaration  of  powaiv  and  the  appro- 
jaiatMn  itf  neenne,  tka  aela  of  Oa  Faderal  I3«*ani- 
aanliinehidiac  aB  Ut  brancfaee,  wiH  oUdt  a  eoniinaad 
aHiaa  af  TiohtioM  of  tba  CenatiRUIan,  IhM  tlM  ' 
miinn  aAai  ita  adDftien,  to  the  pieeent  da;. 

It  voald  behoove  vi  to  torn  over  flia  atatuta  1 
and  deUbarate);  examine  how,  npon  Iheaa  prindplei^ 
the  laWB  gtring  bonntiea  to  flahermen ;  enooaraging 
Mantihetnns ;  eatabliabing  trading-boaaei  with  the 
Indiana;  ereeUng  and  conatntetinf  beacon*, plera, and 
Hgh^-hoaaee,  pwcllaaing  Kbnriea ;  adorning  Mth  paint- 
infa  the  Chamber  of  Congiaee ;  giving  chart^  to  njflar- 
ing  fiMrignett ;  tonatractlDg  rMda  through  the  diflerent 
ttatea ;  and  eataUiabing  iMuka— can  ta  raoondled  to 
iba  peavidMit  of  the  Oonadtutioik    If   u  has  been 


power  b;  Piiiiiiiiai.  "in  aita  iirtlialieglataliaa.  Bie> 
'  ntive,  and  Judicial  brantbaa  of  the  flnrranfeiit.  a^ 
by  indicationa,  in  dlOatant  nadaa,  at  k 
of  the  cananl  will  «f  the  aMkm,"  th* 


agraad  on,  leaving  llMJtUMdietiaBa]  rights  ia  dMSMaat 
raapoclivcjy.  To  thaae  and  other  nalianal  imrovo- 
uentf,  whkh  B«r  be  ftnnd  to  be  wiAan  tiia  Conati- 
tDtional  (owere  et  (he  Oovenment,  thejr  ihiiA  it  advi. 
aabla  that  the  inteiaat  of  the  OovwnMent  ia  Um  Bank 
<rf  (he  Unitad  BtJtaa  AmJd  bo  apfnapfiatod.  Tbqp 
forbear  to  give  gMalor  length  to  Ala  lapert,  h?  enlnrr- 
ing  on  the  iMpaitant  advantacM  to  ba  dnivad  fivm 
tbeae  national  imBc«veaMiiia>  Ihev  afae  fbebear  at 
tbia  limo  to  aOar  ifia  detoila  <rf  anj  flan  npoB  tba  aal^ 
jael,  maamiu  it  Moat  pwfar  M  obtain  Iha  aaaaa  at 
the  Henae  of  Repaaientalivea,  in  the  fiiat  JMtanta.  oa 
the  general  propoaitkn.  Fee  thiayatpeaei  they  reapatt* 
^illr  aobmil  dw  foUowng  leaohilMn : 

Saoiaei,  That,  in  sadar  M  proaota  and  giva  aeev 
ilytotl    '  ■ 


aaaent  of  the  te^eatlve  Btataa;  i 
and  leea  expaa«i*e  the  lairaae  and 
for  the  connan  defenae,  fay  the 


anatUant  that  thaaan  labapaUto 
tba  United  8lala«  Egr  the  twaaliath  aaetian  c<  tin  aet 
to  incorporate  the  anbeoribeea  l»  iha  Bart  et  the  Uai> 
ted  81^  and  the  dividande  vdtich  AaU  ariv  from 
feeir  aharea  in  ita  aapitai  atod^  be  aanatiliita  J  aa  a  ftind 
for  uUaiaal  io^nvanant 

COMHCTATION  OF  SOLDIERS'  PAT- 
The  Hooae  then  raMtvad  iiarif  iaia  a  Com- 
miltM  af  (ha  Whola  on  the  bill  fat  the  eaaiaa- 
(ntioo  of  tM'***'  ianj> 

Mr.  Joanaoii,  u  Kaninefcr,  ■tebairana  of  lh« 
UUiWTji  UwBinittM,  atntea  a  aanhar  of  fheta 
baari^  oo  tka  attbjavt  of  the  bilL  The  nmnber 
of  a«n  ia  iha  ecrvlea  at  lb*  eloae  af  the  war 
ma  laeertaiMd  lo  bare  beni  34,000  ;  the  Dtmber 
who  died  in  Mrrtoe  or  vera  killed  in  battle  was 
estimated  tl  about  17^000;  makins  in  the  whole 
aboDi  »,000  goldJFrs  (and  heirs  of  addiers)  enti- 
tled to  ibe  bouDif  in  nod.  For  this  Dumber  eight 
millions  of  acres  would  be  required.  Bui  it  waf 
a  number  overrated ;  and  he  did  not  believe  that 
40,000  would  ooDM  foiward  lo  claim  the  land 
bouotr.  Of  (he  wbole  number  of  50,000,  he  cal- 
culaLed  that  not  more  than  half  vould  eomnate 
for  money— ear  25,00a    To  pay  ihis  number  iha 

fiiopoaed  oomaiiisiioii  would  ic^nira  i*e  mil* 
iona  of  dollar*,  or  i;a60,000  anauailj  for  four 
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7«in;  vkich  mode  of  ptTment  had  been  ■etect> 
ed  n  veil  wilh  a  view  to  the  benefit  of  the  sol- 
dier*  as  to  the  relief  of  the  Treasary.  Tbe  com- 
mittee, he  said,  had  na  doabi  bat  the  annual  pro- 
eeedi  from  the  very  land  comraaied  would  be 
sttffleieni  to  defhiy  the  whole  amonoi;  which 
woald  remoTe  ail  objeetiona  of  a  fioaQdial  oa> 
lore,  and  be  was  not  aware  of  any  other.  Tbe 
mensare,  he  hoped.  Would  hare  the  eJTect  of  cut- 
ting off  alt  apeeDlatioB,  of  which  there  waa  so 
lUDcb  eomntahit,  aod  by  which  the  soldier  ww 
deprived  of  bis  rights  tinder  the  ioflncfice  of  his 
Deceuttiea. 

A  debate  of  some  length  arose  on  this  bill,  and 
psrlicttlarly  od  ila  details,  whieh  did  not.  how- 
ever,    resnlt    in    anr   final    deenioo.      Among 

Mr.  H0UIE8,  of  Masaaehaselta,  doubted  much 
tb«  policy  of  tbe  bill,  and  feared  that  Ooogiess, 
in  passing  ii,  would  be  legislating  for  the  betieflt 
of  ibe  speealalor,  aod  not  of  lie  soldier.  To 
obriaie  tnia  effect  aa  far  aa  k«  coold,  he  propeaed 
an  nmendmeDi,  going  to  defer  the  operalioo  of 
the  bill  to  a  diaiaut  day,  that  general  notice  m^^t 
be  given  of  it. 

Mr.  Cux  (the  Speaker}  au|)|K>ried  tbe  bm»- 
sure  by  much  zeal,  aod  by  argumenb  favorable 
10  the  soldier,  aod  adverte  tft  the  specutaior.  He 
did  not,  however,  entirely  approve  of  the  details 
of  the  bill;  10  which  he  moved  ameDdm^nts, 
going  to  eielade  any  but  original  grantees  from 
the  beaefil  of  tbe  proviaion,  and  reduciog  tbe 
commutation  to  ooe  baadred  dollars  for  every 
160  acrea,  and  two  hundred  dollars  for  every  <B0. 
These  amendments,  however,  he  waived  for  the 
preseoi,  to  gire  place  to  a  motion  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  tbe  bill,  lit  order  to  try  the 
principle  of  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  HoutBB,  of  Hassachasetts,  Mr.  Stosbi, 
of  New  York,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  and  Mr. 
Claobtt,  of  HeW  Hampshire,  snccesaivBly  ex- 
pressed their  fears  that  it  would  be  irapoasiUe  10 
to  arrange  tbe  detail*  of  the  bill  as  to  prevent  its 
being  converted  to  the  benefit  af  the  speculator. 
That  the  object  of  the  bill  is  laudable  waa  al- 
lowed; but,  in  addition  to  the  objections  of  mere 
detail,  it  wa*  also  suggested,  by  some  one  or  other 
of  the  gcntleoiea,  that  Congieas  bad  done  their 
duly  liberally,  and  bad  no  need  to  do  mors;  thai 
the  public  funds  could  be  better  employed,  if  to 
apue ;  and,  finally,  that,  if  Congress  once  legia- 
laied  on  the  subject,  ihey  would  never  see  the 
endof  supplementary  laws,  and  individual  claims 
for  relief. 


-w  argamciis  at  mil,  beeanse  tbe  bill  waa  open  to 
amendtneni,  and  all  that  was  neeeasary  oould  be 
made,  the  House  having  once  decided  the  prin- 
ciple. The  principle  ofeom  mutation  he  showed 
was  ao  fat  from  new,  that  Congress  bad  already 
adopted  it  in  regard  to  the  heirs  of  deceased  sol- 
diers,  allowing  them  the  option  of  a  limited 
pension  in  lieu  of  bounty  land. 

On  the  saggeetion  of  Hr.  LrvaitHoaa,  of  New 
Hanipsbrre,  the  atlbject  having  been  opened,  and 


tf^nioDs  interchanged  on  it,  to  give  time  to  reficet 
more  upoa   them,  ibe  Conimiitee  rose,  reported 
prewress.  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 
And  toe  House  adjourned, 

TuaraAT,  December  16. 

Mr.  William  P.  Mxolat  and  Mr.  BnoaAiiT. 
respectively  preaented  petiiioos  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Peanaylvania ;  Whieh  peti- 
tions respectively  ptay  that  additional  dutlee  may 
be  imposed  on  pig  iron,  castings,  and  bar  iroB 
imported  into  tbe  United  Sutea.— Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Maoufaetiuea. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willum*,  of  North  Car»< 
Una,  tht  Oonmiltee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Eoada  were  iintnieted  to  inqnire  into  the  eccp»> 
dieney  of  establivfaiog  a  post  road,  from  Hofftlk, 
in  Viigioia,  bv  the  Qreat  Falls  of  the  Roanoker 
in  North  Carolina,  aad  throngfa  the  townof  Dan> 
ville,  in  Virginia,  to  the  State  of  Teanesaee, 

On  motloD  of  Mr.  Whitmak,  tbe  ComiBittaa 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claima  were  di>- 
reeled  to  inquire  into  the  capnlieney  of  coMln- 
ning  the  pensions  granted  loinvalidaof  the  Army, 
who  served  in  the  late  war,  in  case  of  their  de- 
eeaae  before  the  expiraiioB  of  tbe  term  of  fiv* 
years,  from  tbe  time  of  gianiiog  the  aame,  to  tbe 
widow  or  ehildfen  of  anch  deeaaaed  invalid,  if 
any  he  has  lefr,  or  shall  leave,  to  the  ead  af  tha 
said  term. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALxxAKna  Smyti.  tb« 
Committee  on  Penalonsand  Revolutioaaiy  Culnu 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expedieney  of 
placing  Henry  Leonard,  a  soldier  in  tbe  Mnlilia. 
who  Intd  bis  rlgbiarm  ttisabled  by  ibe  aeci dental 
diaehargaofa  musket,  whila  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  at  Norfolk,  on  the  list  of  pen* 
sioaers. 

Oa  mMioa  of  Hi.  TALUiasan,  the  Seereiaijr 
of  State  was  directed  to  sommuniaate  to  thN 
Houses  Bopjof  the  aecouBlofM.  M.Noah,  late 
Consul  of  toe  United  States  at  Tunis,  and  a  copy 
of  any  instmciions  given  to  him  by  tbe  Depart- 
ment of  State,  respecting  the  ransom  of  pnsoa* 
esa  at  Algiers;  aad  any  infottiMlvi  in  his  De- 

rruent   niadve  m  tbe    applkaiioa,  by   kL 
Heab,  of  Bay  ■oaays  in  his  hand*,  asaoeh 
Consal. 

<te  motiott  of  Mr.  Coas,  the  Comminea  oa  tb« 
Judiciary  were  insimcted  to  inquire  Inia  the  ex- 
pediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  tfaird  se» 
lion  of  an  act,  enlitled  an  "Act  10  eslabtisb  a  sepa- 
rate leriiiorial  government  for  tbe  eastern  part  of 
tbe  Mississippi  Territory,"  as  requires  "  that  no 
judge  shall  sit  more  than  twice  in  soeoesaioa,  ih 
the  same  court  t"  and,  also,  so  much  of  the  said 
se«lioa  as  require  more  than  one  general  court 
to  be  holden  in  each  year,  at  the  seat  of  goveriH 


House,  three  copies  of  Dallas's  Reports,  three 


Yheaton's  Reports. 
A  niessagefrom  iba  Senate  infonaed  tbeHotua 
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diU  the  Saiuita  bare  puMdtbe  bill,  enihted  ''An 
act  to  Abolish  ih<  JDierntl  duties,"  with  imend- 
meota,  in  which  they  aik  the  coDcarrcsce  of  thit 
Hoa«e, 

The  following  resolutioo  wu  submitted  by  Ur. 
Babbett. 

Ruohed,  by  tht  Senate  and  Houtt  of  S^raen- 
tethei  of  At  Vnited  Stuia  of  America  m  (wtgttu 
MMmbkd,  ThM  the  daiJT  ootnpsoMlioii  of  lh«  imm- 
facn  of  the  8«l)«l«  tod  Ha«as  of  E^waMoUtiTsa,  ond 
DeUgktM  fbt  TenitonM,  iliall,  nblil  farther  prOTidad 
bt  b7  l>w,  b«  tha  BUDS  u  in  tha  jmli  1813. 

Th«  rMolatioQ  wis  retd ;  and,  on  the  qucitioo, 
Will  the  House  dow  proceed  to  eoaaider  the 
tame  ?  it  was  detetmioed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HBanaxT,  of  Mainland,  reported  a  bill,  to 
ineorporate  tbe  Columbtan  lainraace  Compauf 
of  Alexandria;  wbicb  waa  i«ic«  read,  and  eom- 
mitt«d. 

Mr.  Nblsom,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Comnittee 
on  tb«  Judiciary,  made  an  nalmTorable  report  on 
tke  patittoo  of  Richard  Jeffries}  wbicb  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Soott,  Dekgaie  from  Mis- 
■oari  Territory,  it  was 

Baolved,  Tlrnt  jbe  Committee  on  ibe  Poblie 
Lands  be  ioBtmcied  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  proridiug,  by  law,  for  the  better  regulat- 
ing tbe  leasing  and  workinfc  the  public  lead  mines 
belonging  to  the  United  Statea  in  the  Missouri 
Territory,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  protect  Ihe 
lasieM  in  tbe  qniet  enjoyment  of  their  leases, 
Md  to  enable  the  Gorernment  to  collect  its 
rents. 

Rfolved,  That  the  Cammitiee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  intnuted  to  inquire  into  tbe  expedi- 
ency of  proTidiog,  by  law,  for  tbe  leasing  and 
working  tbe  Salines  belonging  lo  the  United 
States  ID  the  Missouri  Territory,  on  sack  part 
thereof  as  it  aball  be  deemed  adritalieio  put  into 
aperatioB  for  pnbiie  nse. 

CEBTIFICATES  AND  INDENTS. 

Mr.  Rhka,  of  Tennesaea,  ofiered  for  ceosidera- 
lion  the  following  reaolniion  i 

BtMked,  Thkt  the  Connittea  on  Fendona  and 
Baralntiouatj  OUb*  be  inatnKtad  to  inquire  inMtba 
aipedian^  «t  •B«endiB£  &■  oae  jeer,  ao  moch  of 
die  act,  antided  "An  act  nuking  fbitbar  prorision  for 
Aeanppoit  of  tlia]i«bUeo*dit,and  fin  tha  redanution 
«f  Ihe  public  dabv'  PMaed  Ihe  third  day  of  March, 
17H,  at  ban  from  tMllamant  oraUowancaeariificttea, 


tcate^  and  indent*  of  interaat. 

Mr.R.said,  Ibnl  il  was  well  known  tbat,  in  June, 
1798,  a  law  was  pasted,  suspending  the  operation 
of  the  statute  for  one  year,  and  giving  that  lime 
for  the  settlemeni  of  outstanding  ReToIuiionary 
elaima.  He  had  beard  it  said,  of  a  former  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  tbat,  while  ibis  statute  existed 
in  force,  hope  could  not  enter  tbe  door  of  the 
chamber  in  which  ibey  sat.  Such  ceitainlr  at 
present  was  tbe  ease  wi[h  the  Committee  of  Peo- 
aionsandReroluiionary  Claims,  of  which  he  was 
a  member.  He  could  see  oo  possible  reason  why 
tbe  jiut  claims  outstanding  ajgaintt  the  Gorern- 


meni  since  the  Rertdntionary  Tar,abould  not  now 
be  liquidated  and  paid  oC  On  this  subject,  if  it 
were  neceasary,  Mr.  R.  observed  that  be  conU 
say  a  great  deal.  He  bad  often  felt  warm  when 
he  had  beard  reports  made  in  this  Hotiae  adverse 
to  the  just  claims  of  each  petitioners ;  and  it  waa 
with  no  little  violence  to  his  own  feelinga  tfant 
be  bad  been  compelled  to  make  ibe  report  of 
yesterday,  which  bad  been  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  He  hoped  hii  present  motion  would  be 
agreed  to,  and  tbat  the  committee  would  report  a 
bUl  to  suspend  the  operation  of  Ibe  act  of  limiia* 
tion  for  one  vear  at  least  The  nation,  be  Kaid, 
was  rich.  The  time  had  been  when  claims  U 
ibia  character  had  been  laid  over  on  tbe  plea  of 

fireriy ;  that  reason  existed  no  longer,  and  be 
oped  that  all  just  claims  against  the  Oovem- 
menl  would  now  be  paid. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sition. 

NATIONAL  FLAG. 

Hr.  Wbndoveb  snbtaiiled  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

SeMohed,  That  a  committea  b«  appointed  to  iaqtiin 
into  tbe  eipadiancy  of  altering  tbe  flag  of  the  Uuitad 
Stataa,  tud  that  they  have  lean  to  repnt  b^  bill  w 
otherwise. 

Mr.  W.  said,  in  submitting  this  motion,  tbat  he 
should  make  but  few  remarkson  this  subject,  not 
being  a  novel  one;  a  bill  relative  thereto  having 
been  reported  at  tbe  last  aessioa,bot  laid  ovet 
from  the  pressure  of  business  deemed  of  more  im- 
portance. Had  Ibe  flag  of  the  United  Stales  never 
have  undergone  an  alieralioa,  he  certainly  abould 
nolj  he  said,  propose  to  make  a  further  altcratioa 
in  It.  But,  having  been  altered  once,  helbought 
It  necessary  and  proper  that  an  alteration  shonld 
DOW  be  made.  It  waa  bis  impression,  and  ha 
thnnght  ii  was  generally  believed,  thtt  the  flag 
would  be  essentially  injured  by  an  alteration  oa 
ibe  same  principle  as  thai  which  bad  before  been 
made,  of  increasing  ibe  stripes  and  the  stars.  Mr. 
W.  stated  the  incongruity  of  the  flags  in  general 
use.  (except  those  in  the  Navy, J  not  Bgreeing 
with  the  law,  and  greatly  varytnr  from  each 
other.  He  instanced  Ibe  flags  flying  over  the 
boildiDg  in  which  Congress  sat,  and  thai  at  tbe 
Navy  Yard,  one  of  wbich  contained  nitte  ttripei, 
tbe  other  eighteen,  and  neither  of  ibem  conform- 
able to  ibe  &w.  It  was  of  some  importance,  he 
conceived,  that  the  flag  of  the  nation  should  be 
designated  wiih  precision,  and  that  the  practice 
under  the  law  should  be  conformed  to  lu  requi- 
sitions. 

The  molion  was  agreed  to  without  opposition, 
PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  FORREST. 

Mr.  WiLLiAua,  of  North  Carolina,  Trom  the 
Commiliee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  Ibe 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  peiiiioD 
of  Joseph  Forrest,  made  a  report  UDfavorable  to 
the  prayer  of  said  petition;  wbicb  was  read,  and 
concurred  ia.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

lliat  tha  petition,  widi  accompanTini;  documenla, 
waa,  bj  a  tesolntiou  passed  on  tha  Seth  of  Febroair 
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pliuios  with  Mid  TMolatioD,  tlw  8*craUi7  hw  cab- 
mittad  U>  the  Ho«*a  of  BapraMoUtin*  >  npoit,  whidk 
Uie  GoinniittM  bog  !•■*«  to  ioMrt  in  tltMr  npMt,  wilh 
a  •Am  to  bring  tho  aidgaet  Bore  dirtioctt^  b«fc?e  Ih* 
Boom. 

Tlia  Import  of  Aa  SaGMu7  of  State  B[jpM»  to  tba 
oomnittaa  to  be  final  ai  to  one  point,  m :  that  tile 
Dnitad  State*  were  ehailaran,  bnt  not  iniiirera  of  the 
voja^e,  and,  dMralbra,  ara  not  liabla,bj  any  prine^e 
of  contntct  or  lalribatiTe  joatiea,  to  Ihe  petilieaat.  And 
■UhiHiglk  Iha  eomnittee  perfbetfar  aoeotdin  the  gene- 
Tona  ayapathiet  rapnaaed  fcr  uw  cnffiringi  of  a  M- 
low-dUMD,  jet  Iba;  cannot  think  it  woaU  be  right 
At  Coagne*,  in  tbia  eaaa,  to  lalbnr  tbe  impolee  of  thoa* 
ftelinga.  On  tbia  point,  howavel,  tbe  Baorataij  of 
Slate  b«i  |iTannoopinion,bntinbMitait  to  thodiaoTa- 
tion  of  tbe  Legialatnn. 

Tba  olaim  Bwy  pnaant  ilaeU  in  •  ptMut  of  lieir  attU 
$a,  ohen  wa  raflaet  that  tba  aribringe  at  the 
ar  ban  bean  indocad  bj  embarking  on  a  *ajage 
taUa  porpoaaa  to  a  dittant  land.  Bnt  tbe 
coainitlaa  thins  we  abonld  not  in  Ihemoantiine  fcrget 
that  tha  relief  afiuded  to  fwaignw  in  diiliaM  pioeaad- 
*d  alone  &om  the  innnifioanGa  of  tba  OoTenunaaL 
The  petitioner  bad  only  tbe  eMUAj  of  the  benefaction, 
not  an  inlaraat in  it;  he  uked,aitd  no donbt received, 
ibr  Iha  nee  and  riik  of  hie  Teaael,  ptaeieelj  the  «MDe 
M  if  it  had  bean  daatinad  to  poiaae  "  a  ^TW*  "^  ^' 
dlDnrj  ttaiSc  or  indiflWeat  tntatEOWaa."  'fh»  pati- 
tiooei  cannot,  in  the  opiniim  of  the  eeminitlee,  be  en- 
titled to  ahaie  m<h  Qoremment  the  benedeence  of 
ehnraoter  which  Ihia  tranMClioa  night  impait  In 
deciding  Iba  caaa,  Iberefbre,  tbay  muat  ratnm  to  the 
mora  regnlar,  batter  nItM,  and,  in  tbair  opinioS)  aalar 
principlaa  of  jnetiee,  aa  appUcabla  to  an  oadinarj  con- 
tract. And  bare  the  ooomiitlee  ate  hawn  to  aaj 
•gain,  that  tba  opinioa  of  the  Seetetair  MBtala  ia  in 
pariieet  aceetdaaca  with  their  own.  "  that  the  United 
Statea  an  not  bonnd  bf  their  eoveaanla  to  indemnify 
tha  patilioiMt  for  hia  toa*."  Thaj  think  Ibi*  Ihe  only 
aale  eriteiian  lobe  adopted  b^  Congraaa.  Tha  ieelinga 
of  ganaMMi^  an  hw  indefinite  to  beednittadniarnta 
of  oondnet  U  •  aehea  of  l^ialaliTe  acta. 

IndMdimli  may— jea,  it  i*  thmt  da^  to  bcalow  ae*- 
Bonabia  giBtni^  en  ■aritocieMotjieeU;  botMiindi- 
lidoala  theee  demand*  will  be  UoHted.  Tha  nmnber 
of  iham,  if  aatiafiad  to  their  All  axUiit,e>Bnet  be  anp- 
poaad  to  draw  after  item  iuhnlment  and  lUattee*  w 
a.  cooaeqnenEa  to  tbe  banefaetor.  If  thay  did,  diey 
wonld  caaae  to  be  obtifetoy  i  fiir  it  ia  •  plain  nle  of 
morality,  that,  to  take  from  thoae  who  want  in  older 
to  gi>e  to  tboaa  wbo  want,  addj  nothing  to  the  inm  of 
human  heppineML 

Of  a  natara  eiinilar  to  acta  of  indiTidualbcDefieence 
wa*  the  meenire  of  Iha  Govarnmenl  for  reliefinf  tbe 
inbalntant*  of  Tenezaela  from  tha  afllicting  catamitiee 
of  an  aanhqaak*.  Oar  own  citiieua,  (ifflfluly  litaBted 
wonld  ba  entitled  to,  and  wonld  nnqnaaliMiaMy  re- 


dtoit,  avaiy  aoddent  leaolting  fiom  any  fotniloaa  cm* 
caadon  of  elemaaliv  either  natural  or  moral,  waold  ba 
iha  haaia  of  an  equal  claim  to  year  indnlgent  conaide- 
ratiim.  That  tb*y  wonld  mulriply  beyond  all  prepay 
tion  to  yonr  abili^  to  meat  them,  need*  no  commant 
to  make  it  obTiona  to  the  Home.  Not  only  ao,  bnt 
diatreai  in  aainmed,  if  not  hypocritical  ionnt,  mifht 
anaO  joa,  till  tbe  Intrdao  impoaed  on  the  citiieii*  tat 
the  puipOH*  of  general  or  nalimited  relief  wonld  fal 
exceed  the  miafiMKnea  yon  ahonld  pnwoae  lo  aHerieta. 
The  eommittee  think  tbey  aae  great  ungei  in  acting 
on  andk  extended  (paibapi*  aome  wonld  aay  ganerona) 
principle*.  Tbey  aee,  on  the  other  hand,  great  aala^, 
unot  a  paramount  duty.iueonfbrmtng  thdr  dadaJona 
to  the  aimpte  precepto  of  JMtiea.  If  In  the  [oeaaDt 
caie  CongraiB  abonld  grant  relief,  may  not  a  gieal 
nnuber  of  easea,  appeafiag  with  eqoal  fotce  to  year 
generoaily,  ariae  during  the  preaant  eaaaian  1  AJIow 
one,  and  all  of  them  mnet  be  entitlad  to  Ihe  aaaa  b*- 
reapect,  or  Congraaa  wonld  be  liable  to  the 
Inridionadf 


It  reqnirei  onl;^  n 


dkargaof  Inrii 
moderalalbrei  _ 
the  dntiei  aaaigned  them  bylhair  conatitnenU, initei 
of  altending  to  tba  general  concenii  of  tha  aatian, 
Congreu  mnat,  in  a  Uw  jeai*,  be  altogether  employed 
in  acta  of  charily  and  beneficence  to  Indind a ak.  Sud 
a  reenll,  lbs  commitles  think,  would  be  a*  ineompat. 
ibie  with  tha  dntiai  they  owe  their  lellow-citiieni,  with 
tlul  (igilanca  and  attention  generally  to  tbe  affain  of 
the  people  whom  they  repTeaent,  aa  it  would  be  incoB- 
nateot  with  the  mhe  of  wholeaome  Icgialation.  They, 
tberelbre,  recommend  to  the  Honae  the  fallowing 
reaolution : 

Rooked,  That  the  prayer  of  Ihe  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 


The  Beoretaty  of  State,  to  whom,  by  a  reaolution  of 
tba  Hooee  of  BapraaantatiTai  of  tbe  SSth  of  Febru- 
ary laat,  ware  relerrfd  the  petition  of  Joeeph  For- 


Bnl  tbe  caa*  of  the  . 
diilareal  kind;  he  pray*  relief  &e« 
ddent,  •  camnoD  eanally,  tbe  lace  of 


■  of  I 


In  the  mulh  of  Hay,  161S,  tha  eehowar  Wiiliiw 
Taataa,  Oeorge  Tieiete,  waiter,  belonging  to  tbe  pe- 
titionei,  iraa  eharlerad,  at  New  Yeik,  br  Jamea  Chria-  . 
tie,Ba*fluUof  the  Ootemment  of  the  United  State*, 
to  carry  fiom  New  YgA  to  Lunula,  in  Sonlh  Ajs^ 
neat  *  cargo  of  ioar,  being  part  of  a  donatioa  (tauled 
by  the  Cangreaa  of  the  United  Sletee  to  the  inhabi- 
tanta  of  that  conntn,  which  had  recoUly  been  afflicted 
by  the  eaiamity  of  an  earthquake.    In  the  charter 

Ky  Ibr  hii  Toyage,  tha  pelitionir'*  aganV  Oaorge 
ia  ooTaDanted,  among  other  tbinga,  that  tha  aald 
■cboonsr  ibonld  "  be  made  ready,  fitted,  and  prodded 
by  the  aaid  Geoig*  P«Tia  with  ell  neceeauy  and  oen- 
(enient  Ihingi  foi  auch  a  achooner  botinil  on  tbe  pro- 
poeed  loyige,  and  furaiahsd  with  auffictenl  men  and 
■It  other  neceoaiiei  during  aaid  Toyagel"  and  the 
United  Btalea  coTenanted  to  pay  G)r  the  cargo  to  be 
pDt  on  board  the  aaid  tchoonet  by  them  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  and  fifty  eenta  for  every  barrel  of  flour,  eer- 
en^-fiia  centa  for  every  Iwlf-bairel  of  tbe  aame,  and 
Gmy  cenia  for  eiery  bnahel  of  com,  aa  the  liiU  freight 
and  aMnpeniaUon  for  the  propoaed  voyage,  wiLh  a 
dedaetioa  of  fite  per  cent,  for  peymaat  before  Ae 
Ttaeel  tailed  from  New  Toit ;  and  it  wai  agreed  that 
tbe  petitioner*!  agent,  Oeorga  Dene,  Aonld  have  the 
privilege  of  carrying  to  Lagoajra  on  board  of  eaid 
four  paeacngen. 
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CommKtMlttn  if  IhtiUenf  FOf. 


181T. 


Tfttw  w«c«  i&  the  cotmimM  Mipalitod  m  dH  put 
«f  the  Vniud  Statei  In  the  Autep-pntr- 

The  *tMl  alUd  from  New  Yevt  on  ihe  Mdt  of 
IHj,  ptOTtded  with  •  i^ecM  puipart,  under  the  eed 
of  the  Oaited  Statu  ud  the  lignaUTt  of  the  Preai- 
AkA,  dMluinr  that  ihe  wu  bonnd  ftan  the  nrt  of 
New  York  with  ■  euge  of  ^tanAtm*  intended  u  ■ 
dnatioii  tnta  the  GoTiniinent  of  the  United  State* 
to  the  nnlbrttmate  inhabitinta  of  Veneneh,  who  liad 
•nflered  bj  the  lata  earthqnakca  there.  She  amTsd  at 
LagaBTH  on  the  let  tf  Jobri  IBtS. 

Beibie  the  had  entinl;  diacharfed  bar  cargo,  the 
place,  which  had  been  in  a  atale  of  reToIt  agunit  the 
snIboritT  of  Bpaia,  wai  taken  by  the  royal  ibie«,  and 
Ae  Teaaa],  with  ■sTeral  other*  alike  litnaCcd,  wai 
Mjied  and  eondemned  foi  a  breach  of  the  Spaniah  co- 
lonial lawi,  in  going  to  the  place  without  permiacioit 
fiom  anj  Spaniah  aulhoiilj.  The  eentaace  of  Ihe 
court  aliegaa  that  it  wa*  notorioui  to  all  Ihi  inhabi- 
tanU  of  the  Uoited  Blatea,  baving  been  publiihed  in 
the  gaiettea,  that  all  foreign  Teuel*  going  to  La- 
gVayra,  than  in  a  atale  of  iuarrection,  without  a  cer- 
dficata  of  the  Spaniah  Conanl  at  the  port  of  their 
bpaitme,  weol^  bj  virtue  of  repealed  royal  ordi- 
naneea,  be  aeiaed  and  coatfiacated  \  thai,  had  the  object 
of  the  OoTonunant  of  the  North  really  been  to  relieve 
the  nahappj  inhabitanta  of  Veneineu,  who  bad  auf- 
teed  the  MMlaliaii  of  an  earthquake,  ihe  Spaniah 
Conanl  could  not  have  refuied  the  afoieaaid  certifi- 
eatea  when  ^^liad  to  inch  acta  of  hmnanitj ;  and 
^lee  the  court  inftned  it  a*  cleat  that  the  sole  object 
ef  llie  Goremment  of  the  United  Ststee  waa  to  aup- 
pert  the  people  of  Teoenula  in  the  obetinaey  of  their 
diinina!  inoependencej  and  that  the  voyage  of  (he 
Taaiala  in  queation,  of  which  the  petitioner'*  achoonei 
waa  ene,  waa  to  infringe  the  royal  Spaniah  ragnla- 
liviie,  or  to  elude  their  fulfilment  under  enoh  preteitai 

In  the  enanin^  mwith  of  Octtdwr  the  leaael  wai  re- 
etoced  to  Captain  Travera,  at  the  itiitanca  of  Don 
Oni*.  A  *iiivey  waa  made  of  ber  tv  fiinr  naatata  of 
Aniaiiean  vaaaMB,  under  authority  of  the  Conanl,  Mr. 
LowiT,  to  aacertain  the  damagea  to  the  owner  acca> 
4raed  I9  die  detention.  Tbay  Nporled  that  tte  v«a- 
mA  bni  net  aWfBiiail  mndl  damage  t  bat  thtrf  awarded 
to  tlw  owner  tweMly-fcar  doBan  a  day  damunage  ftr 
al|h^4ilM  day*  of  detoaHin,  ttoa  the  day  of  h«r 
Miaare  to  thai  of  her  teataratioa. 

fa  the  neantime,  Oe  war  betwaen  the  United  Stalaa 
■ad  Oreat  Britain  had  oomnMMed.  It  waa  iuprafr- 
tfeable  br  Captain  Travet*  to  EMgbl,  or  even  U  brinf 
bad  the  naael  to  the  United  Stale*.  He  waa  obliged 
to  eeB  her  for  the  payment  of  the  Moaanry  expenaee) 
and  the  proeeeda  of  the  nie  were  inadequate  '  '  * 
tkem. 

The  loaa  wa*  total.  The  only  qneation  la,  upon 
whom  mult  itfall — the  United  StateaoT  the  petitioner  1 
THa  eipreat  covenant  in  the  charter-partf  Unda  the 
United  Stalea  to  indemnify  the  owner  ftir  anreat  or  de- 
tMlian  of  the  veaiel  by  a  foreign  Prince  or  State.  It 
1*  not  perceived  that  there  waa  any  impBed  c( 
to  that  effect.  It  wa*  a  lubject  to  be  covers 
policy  of  iniurance,  like  the  danger*  of  the  *ea. 
IJnited  Btatei  were  chaitarei^  but  not  inaurar*  of  the 
voyage. 

There  ia  another  point  of  view  In  whidk  the  qnaa- 
tion  may  be  placed,  mare  Ikvorable  to  tbo  claim  of  tha 
petitioner,  but  upon  which  it  moat  reat  with  Ihe  dia- 
ctetion  of  the  L^ialature  to  decide.  The  real  otgec, 
of  the  voyage  waa  to  peifcnn  anatioMl  act  rfbenefl_ 


.  ..  andhnmaat^fer  the  leUefof  fttmlgnvraanfler.' 
ing  andor  one  of  the  noatawfti]  vWtatiana  oTHeaTei^— 
an  earthquake.  It  alao  be^ened  that  they  wer^  it 
the  time,  aoRering  ttader  •  calamity  no  Ian  dreadlU,- 
though  iitflieted  by  their  feltow-^reatuWa-.'  they  w«re 
in  a  atate  of  dvil  war.  The  aathority  of  the  aoverefgn 
■gainat  wbota  they  were  alrafgUng  wu  at  (hat  tima 
not  reoogniaed  in  the  United  Statea.  Then  waa  no' 
Spaniah  conanl,  acknowledged  aa  *nch  b;  the  Goviera> 
nenlofthe  United  State*,  and  to  whom  the  petiUoner 
—  '— '—  of  tha  veaael  could  bav*  applied  to  obtain 

*».•>  _l.l..k      J-     .1.-    .^l_.(,og    of    tJ,     j_J 

laable  to  aavs  her 


that  ecrtifteaie  which,  in  the  edimatioB  of  tbo  r 

and  conSacalion.    Theee  nyal  aathori< 


anihoriliea  at  Lagnayn,  wa«  ludiap 


.  in  1  atato  ofexpnlaion'vrfaen  the  veaael  w 

tared  and  tailed  from  New  York,  by  one  of  the  vid**)' 
tudea  of  the  ir«r  recovered  poaaeeajon  of  LafUBTTa  im- 
mediately after  the  aniial  of  the  vbimI  then.  Tht 
■rtmra  and  conbealton  of  die  veiael  were  aot  occa> 
•iened,  Iherelne,  twany  fault  or  Dqjeetof  the  inaatar 
of  the  veaad,  or  of  it*  owner. 
The  object  of  ifae  Aneriean  Ooveriufent  ww  not, 
the  paarioBB  of  Ae  moment  mboonalnied  it,  to  tom- 
r  ana  fbment  rebeBleni  it  waa  not  even  ordinary 
traiBe  or  Indi&rent  Interconrae.  It  vraa  a  virtaotiB 
pnlae  of  the  higheat  order  -,  it  Waa  henefrc«ne«,  t* 
leve  the  dlatra**  ef  other  nationa  and  toBgnea.  Ia 
the  fbrror  of  Ihi*  generon*  aenttment,  If  the  Consrem 
inatly  concluded  that  they  were  diadarging  their  noat ' 
impartew  dn^  to  their  conatintenla  by  apftroprUllDt 
their  money  to  aUeviBta  the  iiMttmtt  of*  dMsnt  and 
foreign  land,  wonld  not  the  aama,  or  at  laaat  a  c«age> 
nial  aentimeiit,  wurant  them  in  oxtandiog  tteit  booD^ 
to  tbefr  own  ciUiena,  who,  tn  the  very  act  of  eanymg 
their  mnnificenee  into  efifa«t,  foil  into  unmeritod  dub- 
foitnne  t  WUI  they  auflbr  their  own  eoantiTH^  to 
tod  Ua  rain  In  the  nrj  flttShuMit  of  tteir  gtaloflaiH 
IndneaatolbraignerBT  Aa  ai 
_  contract,  Iha  anbaofber  re*] 
opinion  that  the  United  Btata 
cBnoaniB  to  Indamniiy  the  paaooner  mr  nta  ie«> 
Whediar  Ihe  conaiaten^  of  benevolence,  in  a  tr»n»>» 
Hon  fooaded  altogether  upon  Ihe  baafa  of  aaarilciag 
peenniary  intereat  to  a  higher  principle,  reqnirea  ftet 
tha  pM^er  of  the  patt^onnr  b&obM  be  gNtod,  ha  i* 
bonnd  lo  leave  ta  tta  baaaf 
jadgmenl  of  tha  Honaa. 
'  I  whii^  i*  ia*paetMlr 


JOHN  QDIlfor  ADAMS. 

COMMUTATION  OF  SOLDIBSV  PAT. 

The  House  resumed  the  eoDiideratioii,  in  Com- 
milEce  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  Tor  the  comma- 
Uiton  ofaoldieM*  pay. 

The  quoifoD  being  on  atrikliiK  oat  the  fint 
aectioD  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Sawtik,  of  North  Cvolinn,  nppwad  the 
bill  bjr  >.  variety  of  n^umeoi%  but  prieoipnlly  on 
the  mand  of  tha  henry  demud  it  moid  cicms 
on  the  Tiflnaary.  Money,  be  add,  wna  pvwer. 
He  did  net  wiah  lo  lite  to  aee  another  onptf 


year,  he  did  not  know  wbst  woald  hare  been  (he 
conseqneDce.  After  adrancing^'rarioas  illasira- 
lions  of  the  value  of  s  full  Trewury,  Mr.  S. 
added,  that  he  cooaideied  ibia  bill  aa  merely  of- 
ferlDg  n  premium  un  ipeculaiioD.  It  wu  surpria- 
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Commmatlm  if  fiMkt^  Prng- 


H.orIt. 


iag^  faa  nid,  bow  indutriMi  we  aw  whaa  wa 
get  K  littb  JDooa;  into  the  TreMiry  to  get  it  oM 
agsio— no  prodigal  wu  enr  more  audoaa  (« 
Urith  a  ricli  iobefitaaee.  ForliiaDart,  hcwiahtd 
that  there  eonld  be  iiatioDed  at  ibe  door  of  lb* 
Tiewoiy  ao  angel  wiib  a  flanii^  iwari,  to  pn^ 
bibit  «BtraDM  to  «lt  who  bad  not  a  paw  fron  ibe 
Geoiui  of  BeoBOflir,  and  cmuMnlgMed  bf  Iba 
baud  of  Jastioe. 

Mr.  Clat  (Spnkn)  laaa  to  read  lo  ibe  Hodae 
a  new  bill^  by  waf  of  MMadinent  to  tbat  now 
under  eonudenttiM,  wbieb  be  ihonld  propoae,  if 
tbe  House  decided  to  rajeet  the  motion  now  PMid- 
ing.  Tbe  propoecd  aKcodiMtit  cooMtted  oimt- 
eral  tectiou^  providiog  diuinoUf  fat  tbe  tbreo 
claHes  of  iboM  who  hid  obtained  pntenta,  iboa 
who  bad  obtained  warrants,  and  those  who  bad 
as  yet  applied  for  neither  {  proTiaioos  ealanlatad 
equally  to  gurd  (be  Treunry,  Ur.  C  OMMCkrod, 
and  10  proleci  tbe  iniemt  of  the  soldier  i  and  so 
wordeil,  as  lo  raeUide  from  tbe  benefit  of  tbt  a« 
all  but  original  graaieo^  boMioji  in  their  own 
possession  tbe  cTidenee  of  ibair  right  lo  ibe  ooiu- 
muuiion.  Ur.  C.  explainod  th«  opctaiianwbiflb 
he  anticipated  to  Uia  Taiiooa  provimoBs  «f  ib« 
bill.  Wub  regard  to  the  doabu  wbieb  bad  been 
expressed  of  tbe  Iciiislativs  power,  Hr.  C  said  he 
had  not  the  renuMesi  donbt,  and  eonld  nat  aon- 
ceire  of  a  doubl  bq  the  subjeeL  Neither  bad  ba 
tbe  smallevl  donbt  that  any  coowact  made  with 
any  soldier  for  bis  riptat  to  besmy  land)  prior  to 
the  emanation  of  hu  patent,  was  loiaify  void. 
Tbe  specDlation  wbieb  was  aalicipated  in  i 
qnality  of  tbe  land,  by  which  tbe  hast  wsold  b« 
retained  by  the  soldier  or  beught  by  the  epaeo- 
lator,  and  the  wwu  be  letuocd,  by  tbe  piM«M 
of  commntatioa,  to  tbe  OoTernMeal,  was  gw 

against  in  tbe  amendment  he  bad  read.    Ui 

nid,  be  believed,  indeed,  that  ilt«  Qewaneat 
eoatd  not  make  a  better  tneenlaiion  tbaa  u  ibe 
reporehase  of  tbe  pnbUe  domain^  whiol^  be  wis 
compelled  to  admit,  with  the  geotleman  froM 
Uarylaad,  (Ur.  Shitb,)  hid  been  nUbcr  waete- 
foUy  bestowed;  in  a  Banner  jostiSed,  hoirerer, 
by  tbe  citcnmatancesof  tbe  times,  wbea  men 
were  wanting^  and  w«  bad  »o  money,  but  bad 
land  in  plenty  to  offer  them.  Tba  amooni  of 
money  the  measote  might  draw  from  tbe  Traaa- 
nry  would  be  most  saooomieally  apf^ed  by  ~  * 
an  appropriation  of  It  as  he  advoaatwL 
*  Ur.  DaaSA,  of  KeniDoky,  thanked  his  colleagiM 
for  tbe  amendment  be  bad  proposed.  He  wne 
perfectly  saiUOed,  he  said,  dial  tbere  was  net  a 
man  in  the  House  wko  bad  not  sympaitiised  irilb 
the  soldiers  in  the  sacrifiees  tbay  were  ebUged  t« 
make  of  their  land;  be  waasaiisied  tbe  propoasd 
amendment  would  obviate  the  objectioae  wbieb 
bad  beta  inggested  lo  tbe  measure,  and  benefit 
the  Government  and  ibe  sol4ier,  and  not  (ba  apee- 
ulator.  IftheamDunlofeofflmutatiM  were  fixed 
at  one  dollar  per  acre,  thesoldier  wonid  know  be 
could  get  1160  for  bu  land,  and  tbe  uwealator 
most  bid  higher.  Ur.  D.  was  mtvSed  that  all 
tbe  lands  were  worth  two  dollars  per  acre,  and 
the  Qovernment  wonld  be  a  great  ^aw  by  sach 
eonunuiatioos  as  were  made.    Ur.  D.  expicsaed 


id  be  withdrawn. 
Ur.  8Tt>aaB,  of  New  Toek,  was  opposed  to 
le  ptoporitiea  for  eomaralalioD  in  any  shape, 
tatentbng  that  its  operaiion  wonld  be  to  benefit 
«  ■peaalntor,  and  mm  ib«  s^iar  whom  it  pre- 
.  wen  te  retiavei  He  went  lato  a  view  of  ib« 
mode  in  which  it  wonld  have  this  operation. 
Tbe  eoldier  eonld  not,  ha  said,  prssaat  in  person 
bis  patent,  warrant,  or  elaim  at  the  Trrasary;  it 
wonld  cost  him,  generally,  move  than  ibe  whole 
value  ef  Us  land  lo  do  iu  He  anst  do  it  by 
deputy  ]  and  tbie  bill  wotdd  give  greater  heilhjr 
lo  Iha^aenlator  tbnn  be  now  possesses  of  fleb> 
ing  from  tbe  eoldier  tbe  greater  part  of  bis  eom- 
mumiieD,  wbieb  to  reeeivs  woild  reqeire  a  mere 
order  from  the  soldier,  after  bb  patent  or  relin* 
tnisbmcat  was  de^iiad,  in  fanr  of  a^  man 
who  should  have  shaved  it  for  him.  Te  paaa 
tbe  propoecd  bill  would  be  metcly  sowing  a  new 
erofi  »f  dragon's  lecth,  turn  which  would  iprinr 
mi  a  (rnb  set  of  harpies,  worse  tbaa  those  i^ 
wbieb  we  bow  oonplain.  Tbe  valce  of  Ibn 
was  daily  hetur  nndarstood  and  appreeiaied 
by  tbe  soldier  aa  well  as  the  publfe,  ud  tbe  dan- 
gm  ef  bis  being  tmpeaed  on^  Ur.  8.  ssggeated. 
wmM  every  day  be  faBseaed.  Heeetrid  not  well 
imagine,  ba  snid,  lader  what  right  of  iMietation 
the  right  of  t^  patentee  eo  tbe  land  eo«M,  afker 
aepeeiied  time,  be  bawed,  as  proposed  in  the 
ameadmeat  which  bad  been  read  by  tbe  Bpeafccrt 
or  hoer  his  vested  right  to  the  Ibe  simple  of  the 
kad  ooidd  ba  taken  Trom  him  by  nay  subsequent 
ef  Coagress.  Ur.  S.  made  saadry  other  eb* 
jeeiiona  of  deiasl  to  tbe  meaaie  of  eemmota- 
liOD,  aU  whioh  aimibined  assared  him  it  would 
be  a  measure  warsa  thnn  nselass  to  the  soldier, 
and  net  benefiainl  lo  the  Oeverameat. 

Ur.  HuuiaMi,  of  Ohio,  advoeaMd  the  bfti,  and 
implied  le  Ibe  main.  objeciloM  whleh  had  beea 
proposed  to  its  nreposed  details.  He  eoasidered- 
tbe  measBrebigfaly  imMiaat  lo  tke  Oevemmeitt, 
and  to  the  soMiora,  and  equally  bearieial  lo  both, 
nad  daptaaatad  its  being  defeated  by  a^UBwoie 
against  details  sntecpiiMa  of  ameadaient  in  nwfr 
a  manoar  as  to  ebviata  the  objeeHoOe.  Th« 
elaicDMtSk  be  believed,  would  be  at  no  eost,  a* 
snggsaWd  by  Ur,  Sroana^  in  proesrlag  their 
eommutttioa.  He  would  anawer  for  all  th* 
Weatem  eanairy,  that  their  Repeaen  tali  res  iit 
Gaagrees  wonld,  with  pleasw^  perform  tbe 
duty  pwulioasly  te  them,  aad  he  hoped  be 
might,  in  like  amnaer,  anewer  ft>r  those  from 
New Teik.  Hebnlieivd  tbe  pimage of  asob « 
law  would  btTo  the  vnlaable  efleet  te  take  ibe 
*«Uki  ett  of  the  bands  of  the  ipeeaiator,  with- 
oot  tbe  aeverameni  baiqg  called  upon  to  p«N 
obasa  bat  a  very  sanU  proportien  of  ittese  lands. 
As  to  Iba  idea  of  specnlaitoiis  ia  good  of  t a  bad 
lands,  Ur.  H.  said  tiia  lawa  ef  the  eonntry  pro- 
vided ibu  the  eoldier  tboold  have  good  land  for 
his  bouaiy;  and  if.  among  Ibe  lead  set  apart  fsr 
satisfying  tbn  aoldiet's  claims,  tbera  wae  aay  bad 
land,  it  ought  to  ba  tbi*wn  baok  on  tbe  Govern- 
ment. A  paM  of  the  land  surveyed  had  been  iv 
serred  as  bad,  aad  if  moee  of  tbe  iadifiarent  la»d 
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■boiiU  rerert  to  ibe  Gonranwnt  by  iki*  nnnira, 
it  would  be  ■  meitare  <tf  joatiee,  Bnd  do  more 
tbiD  we  had  Bolemnly  promiwd  to  ibe  Eoldier. 
Mr.  H.  inad«  soma  remarks  to  ahew  that  tbe 
proceed)  of  ibe  aalea  of  pablis  land*  would  be 
greater  tban  lome  gcDUemea  had  rappoaed,  and 
ftmply  Mifficieiit  to  corar  the  immediate  gxpenaei 
of  thii  measure,  if  adopted. 

Mr.  HoLHBa,  of  Manaehoaacia,  ia  conieqaeDce 
of  the  call  made  od  him  to  withdraw  hit  motioa 
to  tlrike  out  ibe  first  •eetioo  of  the  bill,  race  to 
defend  tbe  poiitioa  be  bad  taken.  He  arowed 
that  he  wa«  the  last  man  wbo  woold  be  diipoaed 
to  urge  anytluBg  againit  the  soldier ;  be  would 
lot  mereljr  aay,  tbe  aoldier  wa*  already  paid,  and 
foi:  ibat  leason  refiua  to  gira  him  more  aid  ;  he 
would  not  iniict  vpon  the  pound  of  fleah  as  sta- 
ted ia  the  bead,  but  if  the  soldier  needed  the  aid 
of  QoTeromeDi,  alihough  once  paid,  tbe  Oov* 
ernment  ought'  to  exEcnd  its  charity  to  bin. 
Out  soldiers,  he  said,  had  indeed  been  paid,  an  J 
well  paid  }  some  of  them  to  well,  ibat  cbey  had 
received  an  hundred  and  iwenty-four  dollars  of 
bounty,  ia  iDOoey,  and  an  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land.  Sod  atrtt  served  the  GoTernmeoi 
■tall.    Did  the  Government  mean  to  *et  on  (be 

Ginciple  of  charity  to  (hoee  wbo  bad  snved  it  ? 
r.  H.  asked.  And,  if  it  did,  wcretbeK  ooldiers 
tbe  class  most  deserving  its  faouoty  ?  He  be- 
lieved not }  but  that  it  woold  be  more  properly 
applied  lo  the  disbanded  officers,  and  paninilaily 
to  tbe  grade  from  nptain  dowowardt.  Tbe  pri- 
vate soldier  bad  been  well  paid,  and  clothes  and 
arms  found  him;  ibe  officer,  elo thing  and  amiog 
himaalf  apon  Mw  pilunee  allowMl  bim,  had 
aoughl  for  glory  for  bis  tewmrd— bat,  before  be 
obiaiuei)  it,  he  had  been  disbanded  and  cut  upoit 
tbe  world.  Hr.  H.  said  be  ahoDld  be  for  rdiev- 
mg  this  meriloriona  class  of  mca;  hot  not  so 
much  for  adding  to  (he  rewards  already  bestowed 
on  the  soldier.  Bnt,  be  proceeded  (o  argne,  if 
the  measure  was  expedient,  on  this  ground,  it 
would  not  in  practice  answer  the  expeeiatioos  of 
its  advocates.  He  referred  to  tbe  arguments 
originally  urged  in  support  of  tbe  botinty  lev,  to 
show  ihet  one  of  ibe  objects  of  the  land  bounty 
bad  been  avowed  to  be  the  settlement  of  our 
ftiMitiers  by  military  men,  in  order  to  drfend  the 
ftountty  from  invasion  by  the  savages.  Thai 
olgect,  he  intimated,  appeared  to  be  cast  aside  by 
thttadvoeatceof  this  bill,  who  were  nowanxious 
that  the  land  should  levcrt  to  tbe  United  States. 
Mi.  H.  proceeded  lo  examine  tbe  details  of  the 
■meadment  suggested,  to  show  that,  In  every 
abape,  tpeeuUlors  wonld  derive  tbe  principal  ad- 
vantage from  this  bill.  Notwithstanding  war- 
taais  were  not  iraBEferabie,  there  were  means, 
he  said,  by  which  tbe  property  of  these  soidiers 
might  be  alieoaied  by  tbem  ;  for  instance,  by 
power  of  attorney  autMriziag  a  person  to  trans- 
far  all  lands  that  belong  to  the  oonslittient,  end 
that  power  lendered  trrevoeabla,  with  a  oovenanl 
of  fuitlier  assurance,  dee.  Bat,  Mr.  H.  asked, 
are  we  not  doing  worse  iban  aiding  the  specula- 
torsi  Is  not  the  Governmenl  becoming  tbe 
giand  speculator?    Is  it  not  goiog  u>  speculate 


the  soldier?  The  minimum  price  of  eor  tend, 
be  seid,  was  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  we  are 
going  to  boy  it  from   the  soldier  at   half  that 

ee  I  This  would  not  only  be  fixing  the  priee 
ourEelves,  bat  for  others ;  for  the  laodi  wooM 
not  sell  (or  more  than  tbe  Oovernmeoi  gave  /be 
them.  On  the  whole,  Mr.  H.  concluded  by  amy' 
ing,  he  was  inclined  to  thinkj-that  in  any  shape 
the  bill  would  not  benefit  ibe  soldier. 

r.  CoeHMAN,  of  New  York,  next  addressed 
the  Chair,  on  the  same  side  as  Mr.  Holmes,  de- 
nying  that  any  substantial  benefit  could  result 
from  [be  passage  of  tbe  bill,  either  to  the  soldier 
or  10  the  nation.  He  questioned  the  certainif  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  commuted 
being  snffisienl  to  pay  the  amount  of  tbe  com- 
nratatioBj  dednei^  his  argument  from  the 
amount  of  sates  of^pnblie  lands  berelofore,  he 
condnded  that  it  would  require  twelve  yeai^ 
proceed*  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  to  anairer 
the  objeet.  This  would  certainly  be  a  beavj 
tax  on  tbe  Treasury.  Mr.  G.  denied  tbe  probst- 
biliiy  of  speculators  coming  into  the  market 
with  the  soldiers'  lands  for  sale;  because,  as  it 
ippeared  from  the  President's  Message,  that  spec- 
ilstors  had  purchased  at  the  public  sales  large 
qnaoiiiiet  of  the  public  land,  awaiting  the  ben- 
efit of  Ibe  rise  expected  to  lake  place  in  tbem. 
But,  if  the  speculators  shonld  come  in  competi- 
lion  with  the  Goremmeni,  the  whole  amount 
tbey  could  sell  would  not  sensibly  aScci  tbe  pub- 
lic receipts  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 
These  were  a  few  of  Hr.  C.'s  remarks. 

Mr.  HvHTtMODOK,  of  Connecticut,  was  op- 
posed to  striking  out  the  firal  section  of  the  bill. 
His  objeet  was  not  to  increase  the  bouoiy  of  the 
soldiers,  bat  lo  give  so  opportunity  to  gentlemen 
to  propose  amendments.  He  thought  ii  perfectly 
Air  10  allow  gentlemen  to  make  the  bill  as  per- 
fect as  Ibey  eoold,  and  to  reserve  the  right  of 
voting  ogaiust  the  bill  thereafter,  if  he  thought 
proper. 

Mr.  CoMraDOC,  of  New  York,  said,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  bis  remains,  that  it  might  not  be 
prudent  for  a  man  who  bad  spent  tbe  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  mixing  up  medicines,  (o  mingle  in 
ibeeonflici  of  lawyers  on  this  question;  but  ihe 
interest  he  fell  in  it,  superseded  sncb  considera- 
lions.  He  was  decidedly  opposed  to  striking  out 
Ibe  Srsl  section,  becsuse,  a:t  he  proceeded  to 
show,  he  thougtat  Oongren  could  l^ialaie  with 
proprjeiy  and  oenefieially  on  tbe  sutijeet.  Tbe 
Ooveroment,  in  graniing  this  bonnty  land,  he 
admliied,  bed  been  liberal,  but  not  too  much  so; 
but  we  have  lo  deplore  (bat  specolation  has  grown 
out  of  it  which  required  tbe  interptnition  of  the 
Legislaiarei  which,  he  argued,  ought  not  to  be 
withheld  on  ihe  plea  that  abuses  might  grow  out 
of  any  legislation  on  the  subject.  In  proof  of 
ezisiiog  abuses,  be  said,  i(  was  well  known  that 
rights  lo  one  hundred  and  sixiy  acres  bad  been 
repeatedly  sold  by  tbe  soldiers  st  this  place,  at 
tbe  rate  of  one  hundred  end  sixty  acres  for  fifty 
dollars;  and,  if  he  bad  chosen  to  fas ve  availed 
himself  of  ibe  improvidence  of  a  poor  soldier  be- 
fore he  left  home,  he  might  have  obiained  his 
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right  for  ten  ddUar»;  ind  xhtj  had  fKqiHDdf 
been  wsM,  h«  pteaamed,  «■  froai  len  dollirii  to 
one.  If  inch  »d  pvi)  admiiiad  of  do  remedf,  it 
VUB  pTodigf.  BaiMr.  C.  ihoDgbt  there  wu  « 
rsmedf,  Kud  thai  this  bill  waald  aflbrd  it.  Bren 
the  Bland  which  bad  been  already  laJten  in  tbii 
House,  would  bare  the  raoei  beneflGiil  effect,  as 
it  woatd  conrinee  the  aoldler  that  maajr  geoile- 
men  on  this  floor  believed  hit  land  to  be  worth 
vastly  more  (ban  liia  fellowaoldiera  had  said  for. 
When  ha  ofiered  the  motioo  which  had  gireo 
rise  CO  the  inlroduciioo  of  ihia  bill,  Mr.  C.  mid 
b«  bad  hoped  sotaetbing  would  grow  out  of  ili 
»nil  if,  nnronunateljr,  Ihe  bill  ahonld  not  pua,  be 
belierad  the  agitation  of  ifaa  qoeation  wonid  be 
foond  to  have  cared  mach  of  ibe  evil. 

Mr.  LiTBKMOKE,  ef  New  Hampehira,  next  ei- 

S eased  bii  news  on  the  main  tiAjeei  of  the  bill, 
e  thoi^t  the  meMare  neilber  saslatoable  od 
tbe  prioeiple  of  josliee,  aor  oo  that  of  eMnili- 
eeoee — justice  leqniring  oalf  that  the  GoTern- 
ment  sbDiiId  fulfil  its  coau««  with  the  saldieri, 
Ac.  He  did  not  think  it  consiaieot  with  tfaedig- 
ait;  of  the  Caited  Slaica  to  t«m  specnUtor  and 
pntcbase  land  from  the  soldier  at  a  eeriain  price, 
that  it  migbv  be  sold  OBt  at  a  doable  rate.  The 
ideaofpnrcbaiing lands 00  ipecijlatioD he  thoagbt 
noTe),  and  unworthy  of  the  QoTeroEaent,  if  not 
nnaathorised  by  tbe  CoDstitutional  power*  of 
Contrress.  If  manificenee  was  the  argmneat  en 
which  the  measare  was  to  besuuaioed,  be  ibowht 
there  were  a  tboatand  wavs  in  wbieb  it  eoala  be 
more  adrantageouilf  employed,  efen  ia  favor  of 
the  soldier.  Soldiers,  he  Mid,  sJn&yi  had  be 
speculKied  on,  and  you  might  as  well  attempt 
shield  hta  body  from  the  bayooet  of  an  eoemy, 
as  to  shield  the  soldier  fn>m  ibe  art*  of  the  spec, 
nlator,  by  any  pioviiions  of  law.  Mr.  L.  was  is 
favor  of  siriiing  out. tbe  aeciinn,  because  he  be 
lieved  ibe  measure  would  be  of  no  benefit  lu  the 
soldier,  aad  was  inexpedient  as  regarded  tbe  Oar- 
er n  meat. 

Mr.  C1.AT  vindicated  the  amendmeot  which 
he  had  suggested  iroin  misi'onceptions  which  had 
prevailed  tn  tbe  course  of  the  debate  on  it.  Id 
reply  to  the  objeciioa  made  by  Hr.  3iohrs  to 
the  power  of  barring  the  soldiers'  rights,  in  cer- 
tain caKs,  Mr.  C.  denied  its  force,  and  showed 
that  sucb  a  power  had  been  repeatedly  exer- 
cised by  tbe  Qovernmeat  in  carrying  into  effect 
its  general  power  to  levy  taxes,  &c.  As  to  the 
■ecessiiy  the  soldier  would  be  nailer  of  procuring 
his  commutation  by  an  attorney,  Mr.  C.  said  be 
did  piesame  there  was  no  geDiletuuD  who  bad 
the  honor  ofa  seat  on  (bis  floor  who  would  be>i- 
tate  to  receive  and  remit,  to  any  aoldjer,  his  com- 
mutation without  expense  to  him.  To  tbone 
who  eDtertained  such  squeamish  feara  of  ibe  Quv- 
ernment  engaging  in  speculation,  Mr.  C.  said,  be 
eoaJd  use  no  argument.  If  tbey  could  calmly 
view  ibespectaeUor  the  sale  of  one  bund  red  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  for  ten  dollars,  and  could  be 
alarmed  at  the  idea  of  speculation  on  the  part  of 
CoDgresB,  DO  argument  would  move  ibem.  The 
idea  of  eomnatatien,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  not  new ; 
it  rnoa  throDgti  our  statute  book;  It  began  with 


Ihe  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  has  been  ap- 
plied to  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  the  »ma 
class  of  men  to  wham  it  was  now  proposed  fur- 
ther to  extend  it.  Hondreds  of  cases  might  be 
found  in  which  tbe  Qovernment  bad  offered  a 
present  Icns  for  a  greater  contingent  value;  and 
noihiog  like  the  reproach  of  speenlaiion  was 
justly  chargeable  on  this  measure.  Here  was  a 
vast  public  domain,  east  away  by  tbe  Govern- 
nient  from  tbe  necessity  of  tbe  times;  and  what 
was  now  proposed  to  him  who  was  about  to  be 
riSad  of  their  share  of  it  by  apecuiaiors?  To 
take,  in  lieu  of  the  sum  be  is  to  get  from  the 
speculator,  a  sum  vastly  larger.  Mr.  C.  qooted 
a  tetter  be  bad  just  seen  from  an  ofieer  in  one 
of  our  forts  expressing  bis  hopes  that  this  bill 
woald  pass,  and  stating  some  of  tbe  impoeiiiDni 
praetised  on  ibe  soldier  within  his  knowledge. 
He  eould  not  enter,  be  snid,  into  the  feelings  of 
geullemeu  who  euuld  look  down  into  the  garri- 
sons of  the  Bountry.  and  see  these  shameless  spee- 
ulattons,  and  not  make  an  eSbrt  to  redeem  the 
land  from  this  vile  reproach.  Nor  could  he  agree 
with  ycatlemen  who  had  Constitutional  tcroplea 
on  tbis  Eubjfct.  This  was  so  fashionable  now-a- 
day»— the  Goostiiution  had  become  so  much  a 
nose  of  wax  in  the  hands  of  politicians — that  no 
argumeDt  from  It  excited  sarprise.  Tbe  land  of 
the  eoaniry,  and  the  money  of  the  country,  were 
perfectly  within  the  power  of  Congress;  and  ha 
was  not  aware  of  any  etawe  ia  tbe  Coostituiioa 
forbidding  tbem  to  exchange  tbe  one  for  tbe  other. 
Ha  admitted  that  justice,  so  denomloaiing  strict 
law,  did  not  require  ibis  mAaaure  at  the  bands  of 
Congress;  but  iiWBsamixed  measure  of  gratitude, 
of  justice,  and  of  policy — a  coDsnliattoa  of  tbe 
interest  of  the  soldier,  and  a  preveation  of  most 
odious  speculation.  Decided  how  it  might  be,  if 
rejected,  ha  should  avail  himnelf  of  Ibe  coosola- 
tion  uf  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Coh- 
STOCK,)  that  wbstever  might  be  the  fate  of  the 
bill,  its  ioirodoetioD  might  have  bad  the  effect, 

Sreaebingihe  ear  of  some  solitary  individnsl, 
enabling  him  to  getsomethiag  nearer  the  valua 
of  bia  land  right  than  he  would  otherwise  have 


miffbt  net  have,  perhaps,  to  pay  twenty  thousand 
dollars  in  a  vear  fur  commatatioo  money — for 
the  effect  and  the  great  value  of  the  measure 
would  be  to  fix  the  market  price  si  a  sum  higher 
iban  the  commoiatiou  ;  which,  however,  tbe  sol- 
dier would  have  'ibe  option  to  take,  if  he  coutd 
not  get  more.  With  regard  to  the  settlement  of 
the  country,  which  it  was  feared  would  be  de- 
feated by  this  mesHUre,  Mr.  C.  said  ibai  he  came 
from  a  pan  of  tbe  eouniry  which  was  anxious  10 
see  tbe  fore; is  felled  and  tbe  sBvanoahs  redeemed 
to  euliivation;  and,  if  he  believed  in  ihe  sup- 
posed effect  of  the  measure,  he  should  be  of  a 
different  opinion.  But  there  was  noibing  in  that 
argumeui)  for  tbe  soldier  who  intended  to  settle 
kis  lend  would  yet  do  it,  tbe  commniatioB  bill 
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Dolwitiiitudisg.    Thia  bill  would  sot  prereot 
the  setileneut  gr&n  acra,  Ak. 

Hr.  SoDTUAAD,  of  New  3tttey,  riewiog  tht« 
uag»«t  qaeslion  of  Daiionil  polief,  afieetiiig 
Dot  oDljr  [he  oational  prwiefty,  bnt  tK*  righti  (^ 
forly  (housBDd  iQ(li?i(Iual«,  md  wbich  therefore 


Mr.  Sbroeuit,  of  PeoDaylraiiia,  tecoaded  tbi 
motioQj  in  order  lo  more  a  lacammitaMnt  of  ibe 
bill,  wiib  iiutructioDa  to  report  a  prorUioa  for 
■ubitiEuuag  a  paosion  for  lite  in  lieu  mT  cbe  pro- 
poied  snm  of  money  to  be  giveD  by  way  of  oom- 
laiUaiioD,  He  did  not,  he  uid,  wi»h  tint  tha 
Ooveraiseat  should  embark  in  ibia  biMiseu  by 
w«y  of  speculation.  The  iatcrMi  of  the  •old! er 
aloo«  thouid  be  conulted.  As  t«  land  it  ma  of 
DO  ralue  gcneially,  to  bim,  bccaoM,  for  the  noat 

Eirt  it  WM  BO  (ituaied  that  it  wm  impostiUe  for 
lo  tofetat  it;  bocaqse  be  wh  gefterally  ' 
rut  of  it«  rnlua.  and  did  not  af«a  know  he 
go  aboni  to  get  hi>  liile.  A  pestion  dariog  lifa 
might  be  of  aome  serriee  to  bim,and  (rasgreaily 
preTenblB  to  a  turn  girea  at  oMe,  which  w9iiW 
be  wuicd  M  UOD  at  received- 

Th«  Committee  row^  and  after  Mr.  Josasoa, 
of  Ceaiucky,  protesiins  aninat  peoikming  fifty 
thouuDd  meo  tot  life,  M'.aBBanAHT'B  wish  waa 
overruled,  and  the  Committee  had  l«aT«  to  «t 
again, 

TVednebday,  December  17. 

Anotheimembet,lowil;fromNontiCBrolinB, 
JonapB  H.  Bbyah  appeared,  prodnced  his  ere* 
demiala,  waa  qualified,  and  took  bis  leai. 

Mr.  RofifiBTaoii,  from  the  Committee  on  F«b- 
lie  LandSiKporieda  bill  fof  the  relief  of  Saranel 
Arkmao,  ana  a  bill  for  [be  relief  qf  Joaeph  Esr- 
wood;  which  ware  aeTerally  twice  read,  and 
commiEied. 

Ht.  WiLUAHji,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Commitiee  of  Claima,  made  an  aafavarable  r*. 
port  on  lb*  petiiioD  of  John  Q.  Mackall  j  whieb 
was  read,  and  conoarred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PoiND&xrni,  the  Committee 
sn  the  Judiciaiy  were  ioairucted  to  inquire  what 
proviaiona  lue  neeesaary  to  give  effect  to  the 
iawt  of  the  United  Suite  within  tha  Slate  of 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmbb,  of  Mauaahnaeita, 
a  commillee  waa  appointed  to  inqnire  into  the 
cxpedieoey  of  proridiog,  by  law,  for  the  pay  «f 
tha  member!  of  the  Senate  and  Hooae  of  Hepr*> 
aeniaiiTea,  and  tbe  Delegatei  from  the  Teirilo- 
ricaof  the  United  Siatesg  and  (he aaid  committee 
bad  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Mr.  LivBBHOBB,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved 
that  this  committee  ceoaist  of  twenty  members, 
that  one  might  be  aelecied  from  each  Slate,  and 
thoB  bringing  thereto  the  views  and  impreaaions 
of  the  variona  parts  of  tbe  country,  might  agree 

Xn  a  report  wbich  would  save  the  Hoose  the 
rostive  of  exhibiting  iuelf  before  tbe  world 
in  the  unpleaaant  attitude  of  debBlina;  ita  own 
comiwiuaiina.    This  number  being  objeoted  1« 


by  Mr.  HoLMEB,  wb»  wished  tha  oimI  numba 
of  aerea  to  be  appoinied,  Mr.  Livbbiiobb  with- 
drew ius  motion,  and  a  commitl«e  of  aerea  weft 
ordered  to  be  appointed;  and  Mown.  Hoi.kib 
of  MassackuMtis,  Pitkih.  AitDWBOjt  of  K«B- 
inefcy,  Moobb,  SxoBBfc  Abbott,  aad  W«WTOir, 
were  ^poiotfd  tbe  Mui  committBe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H&uuom, 

Bttohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  Bad 
oeia  hereby  inatmeted  lo  repm  to  Uh  HeiHe 
tte  Bmeant  of  tbe  pansioBa  whiok  have  been 
gMoted  to  the  widows  and  orphaiM  of  deceaaed 
officera  and  aoldieraof  the  late  wir,  apeeifyiaf 
the  number  of  eaeb  grade  of  offieera  to  wbM 
widows  or  children  the  peBaioBi  haw  been 
granted. 

Oa  moiion  of  Mr.  Trus,  the  CooiiDtitee  <n 
the  Judieiary  were  tBstrneted  to  (sqaire  into  iht 
expedwwy  of  eaBaing  at&om  to  bo  ereated  for  tl» 
aaJekospingo/tkB  reeorda,  papers,  and  doew^ia, 
of  the  seitfaHi  ^stttet  cmuia  of  tbe  UniMd  SCaiaa, 
Bt  or  Of  ar  the  pUee*  oi  holding  Mid  oamm.  i*. 
sfoelirelf.  ^ 

Oa  aaetion  of  Mr.  Sebobabt, 

Buehed,  That  the  Commfttee  on  the  Judi- 
eiary  be  instraeied  to  inquire  into  the  axpedieoer 
of  authorising  the  jadges  of  the  diatrict  conrtz 
IB  Ike  aenial  districts,  and  the  Jadgea  of  tha  Su- 
preme Court  of  Ibe  United  States,  within  their 
respcetiTe  eirenita,  to  snpply  any  rBcaaciea  that 
may  have  happened,  hy  reaaon  of  the  death,  rt- 
a^gnauon,  or  diaabUity,  of  the  genoal  commia- 
woMrtof  bankruptcy,  appoiated  by  the  Preaideat 
under  tbe  anthoniy  of  ike  act,  entiUed  "An  act 
to  amend  tbe  Jadicial  ayatein  of  tbe  United 
StBtea,"  where  ihe  aame  may  be  neeeuary  to 
eompleie  the  exreutioa' of  any  pending  cotamb- 
■'""  of  liankrupiey. 

message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  reaolation  "an- 
tboriztDg  tbe  distribution  of  certain  public  docn- 
menti ;"  and  they  have  also  paased  the  resolntion 
"directing  a  distribaiion  of  certain  laws  among 
tbe  members  of  the  FiAeentfa  Congress,"  wiA 
amendments,  in  which  reioluiion  and  amend- 
ents  they  ask  tbe  concurrence  of  this  Hoose. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  distribution  of 
eenatn  poblic  doenmeots  was  read  tbe  first  and 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
lo  day.  It  was  aeeordingly  read  the  third  lime, 
andpassed. 

Tbe  amendments  to  tbe  resdntion,  directing 
a  distribution  of  ceruin  laws  among  the  membets 
of  Ibe  FiAeeoth  Congresa,  were  read,  and  concur- 
red in  by  the  House. 

The  ameodmenta  proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to 
Lbe  bill,  entiile'd  "An  act  to  abolisb  ihe  inierntl 
dulies,"   were   read,  and   concurred   in   hy    the 

ESTIMATE  OP  APPROPHIATIONa 
The  SpEutEB  laid  before   the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
pailmeol,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  witfa 
Ike  accompanying  doeomenis: 
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CUtinufir  Z«MM  M  JftoMfon. 


Dtcmbtt  17,  1817. 
Si>:  I  h«T«  tha  honor  t«  tnnniit  harMiith  Sat  tke 
inibnMtion  at  tho  Home  of  I(aprraBaUti*e«,  an  m- 
tiaute  <^  Uis  sppropriBtioDi  JiK  ttia  Mrrka  of  Ihoyaor 
iei8,Bac)QDtiDK  to  $10,936,191  es.tnt 


For  tlte  CiTil  LUt 

For  mUccilutMua  aipauMi 

For  inureonna  with  tbreign  uHaiu  • 

Fot  the  Hilitu7  £BUUi*hm«Di,  ia- 
dudiDf  urronge^  ud  Indian  de- 
partment       

For  the  N«Ta)  Eitabliabment,  betnil- 


f  1J)70,7«  m 
490,808  61 
487,«»  U 


6,306,183  S& 
8,811,870  SO 


91«,BS6,19I  « 

file  Amdi  out  of  wbieh  the  approprlaiiou  fbr  the 
year  1818  may  be  diaeharged,  are  Uie  ftllowinK  i 
I.  lliaaainofuilMndTadtltoaaaiiddoUcnaiuiDally 
by  the  act  of  the  4th  of  Anpkat,  17M,  out  ef 


3.  TIm  proeaada  of  (he  ataap  dnllaa,  a»d  -th*  4*tj 
un  B«|BT  lalnail  iiilbiii  the  Uollad  Statea. 

3.  The  aorphaa  nhich  fflay  Muaiii  of  the  cnHama 
«nd  intemel  datiaa,  aftec  miktjiat  the  ^adge  far 
whieh  lh*:r  (M  ^ed(*d  aad  appm^tad. 

4.  Any  other  UHpptopnaled  noaay  which  nwr 
cone  into  the  Traaaa^  doring  the  jaai  1818. 

I  hare  the  hoBor  to  b«,  Tory  M^eetfuUjr,  eir,  joaz- 
matt  obadiani  aetviBt, 

WU.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
The  Hoaorabla  the  Spsixib 

qftAa  Hout  of  JtermacntefJMt. 

CLAIMS  IN  MICHIGAN. 
The  BPB4KXB  Inid  before  the  Houm  a  letter 
from  the  Seereiarr  ^^  Biate,  [raaaisittiiig  hii  re- 
pan  on  the  petition  of  sundry  InhabiiaDts  of  De- 
troit, in  ihe  Teniiory  of  Michigan,  referred  to 
him  OB  ibe  fitb  of  Febriury,  1617,  which  were 
referred  to  the  oommittee  on  tlie  lOih  insiant,  on 
the  peiiiiuD  Irom  sundry  iohabitaDta  on  the  rirer 
Raisio,  in  the  saitl  Terruarf. 

The  repon  ia  as  follow*: 
The  8a<xataiy  of  State,  to  rtov,  bj  a  raaoCatnn  of 
the  Honaeof  SepreaentatbasoftheethofFabraai]' 
Uat,  waa  Mfciwd  Iba  pathioti  of  aaiidiy  aJtiMna  ef 
the  Un^ed  Siaiaa,  iiritabitaiKs  of  tfie  lUatrict  irf 
Detroit,  in  the  Tenitoi;  ol  MichifaBt  has  tha  honm 
of  aqbmittiag  tb*  Mowing  report: 
Tha  pelitionera  aUege  thai  Ihaj  have  auileMd  great 
loana  of  propertj  by  the  vtolationt  on  the  part  of  the 
Britiah  bnaa,  and  aapachdl;  b;  chs  Indian  aaTagea, 
then  acting  aa  anxiUarie*  nnder  them,  of  the  oapitalaw 
tion  b;  which,  on  the  16th  of  Anguat,  18U,  the  Ter< 
ritotif  d[  Michigan  was  snireaderad   to   the   Stilish 
General  Brock;  ooe  article  of  which  capitulation  stip- 
ulated  that  priTite    persons   and  properfj  of  otoij 
deaenption  should  be  raspocled. 

That,  bj  this  *io1itiaii  of  the  capitulation,  the  psti- 
lionera  acquired  ■  just  claim  upon  the  British  Oa*sni. 
ment  for  indemnity  ind  satia&ction,  whldi  they  ex- 
pected Ihe  Uovetiinient  of  the  United  States  wonld 
have  prevailed  upon  that  of  Great  Britain  to  make,  by 
paying  the  petiUonect  for  all  tlie  loasea  and  damage* 
sostaiiMd  by  Ibei 


That  the  Vtitui  etatsa,  hariag  oowdBdad  a 
of   Paacai  and  anbaaqoeatly  a  CosunaiCMl  ' 

with  Great  Britain,  withoai  mealiM  bei 

the  Territoiy  of  HichigaB,  er  ef  theaa  o 


palitieMts, 
ibea*  and  i 


thent^  la 
i^oa  the  £ 


Kbwrality  they  appeal 
MBd  payment. 

Extnda  foot  the  dMomeola  qm  tha  reei 
tbs  mpMtnant  of  Btata  an  barewMi  «menc 
lag  to  ehow  Iha  liberal  prumplea  npm  which  Ih 
anneM  <f  the  CnilMl  Statsa  wen  dawoaa  < 
eeejing  in  lerstiwtliBg  ib« 
tbe  aniioM  eat*  wUh  tiUc 
Indemni^  br  the  cttisaM 
had  enttred  !*•*  m  daKagaa  a 
•f  l»  Ae  petUioMH.  Thit  pi 
nntii  it  wat  diatjnalty  known  that  Ihe  taly  » 
'  wMthe  iaMilahla  ecslii 


nnhairilyMi 
■a^adM*) 


to  tha  eooditioi)  of  war,  it  u  fin  tha 

JOHN  QblNCT 
SsMlnnav  at  SrAVa,  Dm.  10, 1817. 


[£Kliact&oalelterafiaalf««tMHia,dBlad  Jaa.S8,  ISji.] 
Jfr.  Jbnra*,  SetntiHy*f»«U.to  «U  JatsrMMi  PJaa- 
'    apfaMti  U  irtat  o/pnn  bttmem  Oe 


iptltmliarim  m 


I  to  fademni^  li>r  ncdiattoiMy  I  faa«a 
in  to  wliat  Wat  eaid  in  the  fimner  in- 
liave  to  add  that,  tbotid  a  treaty  ^ 
ftimed,  it  iajost  in  tiaelf,  and  woold  hare  a  happy  eAM 
on  the  Toletioas  of  the  two  coantriea  if  inoemni^ 
should  be  atipnlated  an  aaefa  stda  far  the  Jeatinutton  af 
all  tutfttlifled  ttwM  and  otfaac  pd*ata  fi«gntf,  eoa,' 
tiary  to  tha  laws  and  wages  ofwar.    It  is  eqoaBf 

Kpei  that  the   negroas  takan    ftom   tha  SatUhMi 
lea  (bonld  be  istmaed  to  their  ownera,  or  paid  te 
at  tbeti  fall  value. 

JExirtelafrom  the pniet  of  a  tretiy »f paaat  tiAmit- 
Udkytht  AnurieoK  PlemifatmUanm  U  the  Britkt 
Cmtmimorun  at  OitaU  an  Ikt  IQtk  of  Jfteaaifcr, 

1814,  oruf  Tttitmtd  ig  t&»  iatttr  lOsfA  ateompomjf 

ingTtmarkt. 

Akt.  10.  His  BrilanniB  Majeety  and  tha  DnitaA 
State*  riiaU,  by  aU  the  ntaan*  )■  theii  powe^  reatnii 
tbe  Indians  living  within  thair  nq>acti«e  doniaioaa 
bam  commhtiug  bostilitiee  againat  tha  tanitorie*  aW 
dtiaatia  or  eubjecta  of  the  other  par^.  And  both  Pow* 
era  also  agree,  and  mutually  pledge  thenuelvsa,  i&  at 
any  line,  war  thould  unboppily  break  out  between 
them,  not  to  em^T  any  Indians,  oar  to  admit  of  their 
aid  and  co-operBUon  in  the  proaecutton  of  Ihe  war 
against  the  othei  par^. 

[Abt.  10.  Inadmissible.] 

Abt.  13.  It  it  agreed  ifaat  indemni^  shall  b«  made 
by  Bit  Britannic  Majesty  to  the  citiiens  of  Ihe  United 
Btalei  fbr  all  loasea  and  damages  rastained  hj  them 
dtiring  the  lata  war  between  Great  Britain  and  Franoe, 
and  prior  to  the  eomtaencement  of  the  prawmtwat,  by 
leason  of  irragolar  or  ilttgal  eaptniea,  aeinirea,  or  eon< 
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teiUiBtloDi  of  Tuub  mud  otber  property,  nndar  color 
<f  ■atlwTi^r<  eantraty  lo  the  knorrn  and  etttbluhsd 
ralaa  of  the  lawof  Detioos.  And  it  ii  ebo  icTocd  that 
ladenDity  absU  ba  mede  by  ee^  of  the  eontnctiiig 
Mitiaa  to  the  citiEena  at  lubjeeti  of  the  other  per^ 
tat  all  loaeea  and  damage  aoatained  aabeeqaeut  to  the 
flonuneDceiHent  of  the  prewDt  war,  by  immhi  or  the 
Miinre  or  condeniDaltan  of  the  TOMele  or  eaiFOH  be- 
loBEiDK  to  the  mbjecti  or  citiiaiw  of  the  OBe  party, 
which,  in  the  ordinaij  coune  of  Mmmeroe,  happened 
«t  the  commeneemeot  of  hoatilitiee  to  be  in  the  porta 
of  the  other  par^ ;  and  I7  reason  of  the  deatmctioa  of 
nnfbrtiiled  towna,  and  tha  pillega  or  deatmetion  of  pri- 
▼tte  property,  and  the  enticenioat  and  carrying  away 
of  negroea,oontr«rylotheknawnand  aelabtudicd  nilei 
and  tHagw  of  war  between  ciTiihwd  nationa. 

[Art.  18.  loadmiaMUe.] 

Thie  flrat  part  of  tbo  tentii  artiole  appeara  to  be  bd- 
■eeaaMiy,  and  the  atipalation  contained  in  the  whole 
of  h  ^together  itttdauaaiUe.  'noagfa  Hi*  H^Jm^o 
Oofmannl  aiaeately  hopaa  diat  a  renewal  aS  die 
war  between  Hia  Mqaaty  and  the  United  Statea  nay 
W  lu  diatant,  yet  the  nnderaigned  cannot  caoaeirt  to 
Miter  into  any  nfafanmt  aa  to  what  ahsll  ha  the 


With  N^iect  lo  the  thirteenth  artide,  the  indenuu- 
Jkationa  propoaed  by  it,  m  applied  to  the  actaal  cir- 
nmatancH  of  the  war,  an  ao  unprecedented  »nd 
objectionable,  that  aaj  fiulhei  peraererance  of  (he 
American  i^nipotenllariet  in  leqtiiring  then  ia  not 
•ntidpatad  by  the  nnderaigned  \  if,  howerer,  contruy 
(a  espMtatiaa,  indemnificationa  of  Ibia  kind  diould  b« 
nqnned,  all  hepe  of  bringing  the  nagntiatiana  to  a 
IhTOiaUe  iaane  moM  praie  abrnthe.  Tbe  nndataigned 
an  inatmctad  explicitly  to  declare  that,  •«  their  Oov- 
etDmenl  makea  uodaim  on  account  of  loaaeaauatained 
by  Biitiah  aobjacta  ariaing  out  of  a  war  declared  by 
the  United  Statea,  ao  neither  can  their  GoTemment 
agree  lo  make  compeoaation  for  loaaaa  aoatained  in 
•och  •  w«i  ^  the  American  people. 

COMMUTATION  OF  BOLDIERB'  PAY. 

The  House  iheo  again  reaolred  itielf  into  a 
Commiiiee  of  ihe  Whole  on  ihf  bill  to  proTide 
fbr  eommuting  the  bouaty  lands  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  lale  Army,  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
lection  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Ball,  of  Tirginia,  io«e  in  opposflion  to 
the  bill.  Ii  wasimpouible,bea«id,foi;aDylegia- 
hlive  proTisioo  lo  put  dovo  speeulatioD  on  tbe 
■etdiera;  ■ndeTenif  iicaold  bepatdoWD.it  woald 
drire  fcom  the  market  all  parcbasers,  alt  compe- 
litioD,  and  thin  do  an  injory  to  that  elaaa  who 
■light  be  benefited  by  a  fair  rale.  If  the  bill  were 
to  pasa  in  Ibe  preaent  shape,  the  aoldier  woald  be 
told  by  the  apeculatoc  that  the  Goverumeai  knew 
ihe  Talae  of  his  land,  had  Szed  a  price  on  it,  but 
WHS  unwilling  or  tmible  (o  pay  that  price;  be 
woald  offer  to  adTance  the  mooev  to  tbe  Eoldier, 
bat  would  demand  a  premium  for  prompt  pay- 
ment. It  would,  Mr.  B.  said,  be  as  weU  to  at- 
tempt to  atop  a  e  tea  in  boat  wi  ID  a  straw  as  10  pie- 
rent »  prodigal  noldier,  lued  to  dissipalioa,  from 
becomiog  the  prey  of  speculation.  Mr.  B.  refer- 
red to  the  case«  of  Reroluiiouary  soldier*  who 
had  petiiioDed  for  relief  in  rain ;  thoae  brave 
men  who  bad  lougbt  for  our  independence,  and 
broken  ihe  bands  of  tyranny  aaaader ;  of  whoae 


loila  we  now  enjoyed  the  beoeflts.  Their  p«ti- 
lions  were  neglected,  their  rery  names  forKOtteo. 
When  these  war-worn  Tetcrans  received  jnsiies 
in  this  Houae,  boi  not  till  then,  could  he  bear, 
without  a  blush,  of  liberality  to  others,  or  would 
he  vote  for  this  bill. 

Mr.  ATiDBB80n,of  Keiitucky,ihouebtmDcb  of 
tbe  objection  which  bad  been  urgeif  s^inst  the 
bill  arose  from  a  small  class  of  cases,  which  would 
not  comprehend  more  than  three  ihousand.  But, 
be  eooteoded,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  great 
number  to  whom  patents  were  yet  to  issue  would 
he  benefited  by  the  bill,  it  was  not  a  suScieat  ob- 
ieclioD  that  tbose  would  not  participate  in  it  who 
bad  aold  their  pateois.  If  good  would  come  to 
the  many  who  are  yet  to  receive  paten  la.  he  carc4 
not  for  those  who  bad  received  and  sold  theirs  ; 
nor  could  they  charge  the  Government  wiib  io- 
justice  or  a  want  ofgeaerosity  to  them.  In  m&k- 
lag  ibis  eommuiation,  tbe  soldier  received  more 
than  ha  would  get  from  specutaiora,  and  tbe  Qo  v- 
ernmeni  would  also  receive  advantage  from  ibe 
cbange.  In  doing  ibii,  Mr.  A.  aaid,  he  disregarded 
the  character  which  was  imputed  10  the  trannae- 
lionj  and  if  he  conld  benefit  the  s^ier  he  cared 
not  lor  the  name  of  apeeulator.  Bat  this  could 
not  be :  the  soldier  himself  would  enter  bia  ev«r> 


was  argned,  thai  ibis  bill  migbi  not  entirelv  stop 
speculations  00  the  soldier;  but,  if  they  stilt  toot 
place,  Mr.  A,  said,  ibe  amount  of  sacrifice  would 
be  much  less,  Thesecurity  beioggood,  it  would 
he  tbe  remoteaess  of  payment  alone  which  could 
sink  Ibe  value  of  the  commuution.  Mr.  A.  ad- 
verted successively  to  the  objections,  that  the 
Go vemmeni  could  not  spare  the  money,  and  that 
this  act  would  retard  the  settlement  of  (he  terri- 


ystem  of  maoagiDg  the  puulic  lands,  and  laid  no 
change  In  it  was  necessary :  it  had  all  tne  effect 
which  eontd  have  been  aaticipaied  or  conceived, 
and  would  soon  diffuse  through  our  whole  terri- 
tory one  widespread  population.  He  ai^^ed,  also, 
thai  this  bill  would  exali  the  repuiauoa  of  iba 
Qovernmeni  for  justice  and  liberality,  aod  would 
prove  a  aoltd  benefit  in  foiure  wars  t^  faeilitaling 
the  enlistment  of  men.    This  he  thought  an  im- 

Krtaot  eonsideraiiOQ,  and  ought  not  to  be  ajet' 
iked.  If  this  measure  was  not  adopted,  the 
lands  would  fall  into  (he  hands  of  ■  f«w  bolder*. 
who  woald  dispose  of  them  to  the  deirimeot  of 
agriculture,  or  at  a  price  less  ibau  Ihe  minimnni 
pnce  of  the  public  lands;  and  tbe  lands  thus  dis- 
posed of  had  been  selected  for  their  goodness,  and 
were  the  best  in  the  country.  These  consetiuen- 
ces,  as  well  as  others.  Mr.  A.  said,  could  be,  and 
oushi  to  he,  avoided  ny  the  passage  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  CoLBTON,  of  Virginia,  said  it  was  admit- 
ted there  was  00  moral  obligiitiou  to  pass  the  bill  j 
it  was  advocated  only  in  the  spirit  of  liberaliiy 
to  the  soldier.  To  show  the  expediency  of  thia 
measure,  Mr.  G.  entered  into  a  course  ol  reason- 
ing 10  prove  the  greater  obligation  and  necessity 
there  existed  for  aboliahing  tbe  duties  on  varioiu 
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inporta,  s&d  ihua  ntwTiDy  the  laboring  el«M 
Irom  Terj  bnry  bgrdeoa.  Amoag  other  objecti, 
be  Tefetred  partiealBrlr  lo  the  duif  on  brawn  n- 
g«r,  the  coQiumption  of  which  wm  nearly  (wea- 
ir  millioD*  of  pounda;  aod  of  coffee,  of  whiob 
Wks  coDinmed  eleren  millicNis  of  poonds,  the  lit- 
ter of  whiob  bore  a  dotf  of  fire  cents  a  poond ; 
theM  and  the  dgty  on  salt,  added  it^her, 
amounted  toman;  million*  wbieh  were  aoDnal- 
Ij  tftkeo  out  of  the  poebeta  of  the  people.  He 
atfked  whether  it  wae  right  in  GoDgreu  to  lake 
an;  step  wtiieb  would  render  the  aoniinuation  of 
tbew  heavy  datie*  neeeautry?  and  referred  to 
the  Treaanry  report  to  show  that  oar  resoarees 
were  iaadeqoaie  to  "pare  the  funds  neceswry  to 
carry  tbia  bill  into  eneci  tM4  ieare  in  the  Trea- 
anrjr  ihe  ma  which  it  was  agreed  ought  to  re- 
main then.  He  pnietted  aninat  aonltnuiog 
the  esUtiog  burden*  on  other  eratae*  of  tlie  com- 
munity for  the  benefit  of  theee  aoMiera,  who  had 
reeeired  aucheBMmoiiBbonnildduringthewmr— 
eren  if  the  bill  would  be  beneficial  to  the  aol- 
dien, which bedoubted;  aainhiaopinionlomahe 
tb^  commutation  payable  in  loataJmeoia,  a*  waa 
piopoeed,  would  place  tb^m  in  wane  eircamstiD' 
oea than btrfore.  On  aproper oceaeion,Mr.G.iaid, 
he  could  ahow  feeling  for  the  aotdiera  aa  well  aa 
other  gentlemen ;  bat  in  providing  for  them  be 
oonld  not  forget  the  milliona  bbonng  under  in- 
conveaienee  from  the  uxea  which  were  laid  on 
the  neeenarle*  of  life;  and  eonaluded  by  declar- 
ing he  coald  not  vote  for  thia  bill  in  any  ihape 
whatever. 

Hr.  BALSwin.  of  Pennaylvania,  followed  in 
aupport  of  the  bill.  He  thong^t  it  very  incorrect 
to  suppoie  tbb  bill  would  faror  the  apecuUlor; 
beoause,  if  the  GoTemment  offered  nothing  for 
the  Und,  the  specnktor  would  be  without  eom- 
peiitioD,  knd  Ine  soldier  left  to  hia  mercy.  Mr. 
B.  referred  to  the  history  of  the  lands  given  by 
PennsyWania,  by  Virginia,  and  by  the  United 
States  to  the  Rerolntionary  soldiers,  to  show  the 
great  depreciation  which  would  probably  lake 
place,  without  tbe  intcrfcteace  of  Oeveranieai, 
The  ReTolulionary  bounty  lands  of  FeoosylTB- 
oia  bad  actually  been  sold  for  fonr  eenia  an  acre, 
and  those  of  Vi^nia  and  the  United  States  for 
■boat  thirty-three  dollars  per  hundred  acres.  But 
if  the  Ckreroment  were  now  to  offer  eren  one 
hundred  dolUra  for  the  preieoi  bounty,  it  would 
iaterpoae  a  very  great  barrier  to  specoletion. 
And  admitting  all  tbe  alleged  ingenuity  of  spee- 
nlatoTB,  siill  there  would  be  many  eases  beneSl- 
ed  by  the  bill;  the  othere  would  be  no  worse  off 
than  ihejr  wen  before.  It  would  be  a  aolficieot 
reason  with  him,  Mr.  B.  said,  to  support  tbe  bill, 
if  be  thonnbt  he  could  rescue  one-tenth  of  them 
from  speeolation.  He  adreried  to  the  opinions 
respecting  the  Talidiiy  of  powers  of  aitornev, 
and  argued  that  a  jMwer  waa  irrevocable  only 
wbere  there  waa  an  inierettl^alty  acquired;  but 
in  this  case  there  waa  a  special  provision  of  law 
ibat  the  title  should  not  vest  in  the  attorney.  It 
vat  absurd  to,  suppose  Oovernmeat  would  make 
a  puTchase,  and  not  take  from  Ihe  seller  the  power 
of  selling  to  otbera;  and  it  waa  a  plain  rule  of 
19th  Com.  1st  Scat. — IS 


law,  that  a  second  porcfaaeer,  not  kaowfag  of  « 
previous  purchase,  and  having  no  notice,  woqI4 
be  left  in  complete  poasession,  if  the  title-papera 
had  been  left  in  Ihe  nandsof  tbe  seller.  He  con- 
tended that  Ihe  aoldier  bad  strong  claims  ;  that, 
moreover,  in  this  case  the  nation  would  acquire 
a  valuable  estate,  and  that  it  waa  a  fair  sat^eet  of 
legislation.  In  reply  to  ibe  objection  that  the 
revenue  would  not  justify  this  measure,  Mr.  Bt 
said  he  held  those  responsible  for  supplying  tbe 
fanda  wbo  had  insisted  on  diminishiog  tbe  rere^ 
nue  by  repealing  the  taxes.  The  House  had  beat 
told  the  other  day  that  the  Treasury  waa  over* 
iowioe;  now,  that  It  vras  empty.  He  insisted 
that  all  fair  and  laudable  appropriations  must  be^ 
made,  and  the  money  must  De  In  the  Treasury  t9 
meet  them ;  it  was  too  late  to  plead  against  i 

Goper  appropriatioB,  that  there  was  no  mnnefr 
r.  B.  adverted  alio  to  the  Conslituiional  ob1e«' 
tion  which  had  beea  stated  yesterdaj',  and  aitwt 
if  gentlemen  ooald  he  serione  in  disputing  tfalt 
power,  which  had  been  exercised  by  theOovem-' 
ment  for  five-aad-thirty  years. 

Hr.  LivBRMOBi,  of  New  Hampshire,  again  ait'' 
drcaaed  Ihe  Cnmmiitee  at  aome  length  in  omkm^ 
tioD  to  the  bill,  chiefiy  in  illusiratioa  and  delene^ 
of  the  ai^menta  be  had  advanced  yesterday. 

Mr.  S^aae,  of  Massaehnsetts,  also  spoke  again' 
briefly  in  oppoiiiion  lo  tbe  bill.    He  reviewH  a 

nrt  of  Mf.  Balowim'b  arguments,  some  of  which' 
aaid-pioved  too  much.  Tberuleof  law  which 
had  been  stated,  he  said,  was  never  extended  in 
law  or  eqoiiy  to  s  voluntary  purchaser,  aa  the 
Uoiied  Slates  would  be  in  this  ease.  By  Sziar 
a  mioimnm  price,  be  sdmiited  it  might  lop  off 
soKie  of  the  specnlaiors ;  but  uotil  a  barrier  coald 
be  erected  to  the  foJIy  and  avarice  of  the  soldier 
and  the  rapacity  of  the  speculator  the  bill  would' 
be  useless,  for  the  evil  would  remain  untoocbed.' 
Mr.  Holme*,  of  Massac busetts,  said  he  sbonld 
always  rise  with  pleasure  to  dsfeod  his  renaiht 
from  any  inconsisteaey  with  which  they  might 
be  charged.  He  did  remark,  yeaierday,  that  a 
poarer  of  attorney  mi^ht  be  exeented  before  lh«' 
issuing  the  patent,  giving  a  general  authority  to 
convey  all  lands  acquired  and  to  be  acquired,  and 
it  would  autboriie  tbe  attorney  to  sell  the  sol* 
diet's  land  after  tbe  patent  was  drawn;  and 
thongh  this  opinion  had  been  denooooed  as  oM- 
'Whicn  would  render  a  judge  liable  to  impeach* 
ment,  ha  still  was  not  able  to  diseorer  bow  either 
hioMeir  or  the  opintoD  oould  be  >ubject  to  sueh 
animad version.  The  gentltman  from  Pennnl- 
vania  (Mr.  Balovin)  eoaceivei,  said  Mr.  H., 
that  he  has  discovered  that  the  evil  which  1  de- 
precate is  cured  in  tbe  very  case  which  I  stated} 
that  the  interest  of  the  attorney  being  apparent 
la  the  title  of  attorney,  socb  conveyance  would' 
be  void.  If  so,  I  will  only  observe  that  he,  on  the 
other  hand,  bu  stated  a  ease— that  of  a  letter  at 
attorney— wbere  the  inieresi  is  not  apparent,  in 
which  a  oooveyance  might  be  made  in  spite  of 
the  cottstiinem,  snd  be  valid.  I  itill  insist  that  a 
cooveyaoee  under  a  power  which  might  be  eze* 
cuted  would  be  good.  But  while  he  was  speak* 
ing  of  that  gentleman's  remarks,  Mr.  H.  said  ta«! 
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would  niHice  Mr.  Baldwik'b  remwniDg  lelatire 
to  the  repeal  of  the  ioternii  taxes;  aod  said  he 
eould  not  yet  perceiTa  hoar  it  could  be  ioferred, 
tliat  if  tbose  taxes  maf  be  repealed  we  are  bouad 
to  make  ihU  commatatJoD  to  the  Boldier.  I  deem 
it  fomble,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  we  may  not  need 
llioaa  taxes,  attd  yet  not  be  authorized  (o  oalock 
the  TteasnTr  for  ererjr  occibjoo.  Did  it  follow, 
ha  eaid,  that  if  this  tax  oo  ibe  people  tnajr  be 
dupcDsed  with,  we  hire  monejr  enough  to  r>- 
purchaie  lauds  which  we  do  nol  want?  Mr.  H. 
eoDsidered  the  right  qaestioD  to  be,  whether  the 
natioD  could  afibrd  to  purchase  back  this  laud, 
■pOQ  the  prospect  of  the  adraatages  which  mi^bt 
lesulr  (o  the  loldier.  He  felt  oO  such  tqueamvh- 
MM  as  had  been  ascribed  to  the  oppoten  of  this 
bill.  He  did  not  perceire  why  there  was  to  be 
given  to  the  soldier  but  half  as  tauch  ai  the 
QorerDiHeat  asked  for  the  laod.  If  the  land  i» 
wotth  more,  said  Mr.  H^  let  w  not  ipeculate  up- 
on the  toldier.  If  it  is  worth  no  more,  we  fix  a 
pficc,  aad  diminish  the  price  of  these  lands  io 
the  market ;  and,  by  ukitig  back  the  greater  part 
of  these  laDits,  we  diroinian  the  prospect  of  the 
aettUment,  and  coaBequeatljr  the  value  of  those 
lands  retained  by  the  soldier  oi  bis  heirs.  In  this 
way  the  Qof  ernmeni  itself  reduce*  the  value,  and 
nuts  a  weapon  in  (he  bands  of  the  speculator,  to 
induce  the  soldier  to  sell  cheap.  The  impression 
ia  easily  made,  said  Mr.  H.^  that  we  who  oppose 
this  bill  are  opposed  to  the  inlereat  of  ihesoluier. 
Ko,Bir;  so  long  as  I  shall  hare  the  opportunity 
of  expressing  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  I  ahall 
always  support  and  defend  the  rights  and  inter- 
•ats  of  Ibe  defender  of  my  country.  But  our 
feelings  in  this  case  are  miseonslrocted.  The  ad- 
Toeates  of  this  bill  introduce  to  us  the 


veteran :  with  the  eye  of  the  imagination  t( 
behold  him  coming  from  the  way  of  the  wilde 
nes*,  supported  by  a  crutch  and  a  wooden  leg 


"pale  is  bis  visage,  and  marked  with  a 
naked  and  lacerated  is  his  head,  where  the  scalp 
was  torn  by  the  merciless  savage.  You  survey 
llw  victim  of  your  country's  glory ;  the  tear 
starts  in  the  eye ;  the  blood  freezes  in  the  veins; 
Champlain,  Bridgewatet,  Erie,  and  Orleans,  rush 
into  tae  mind ;  an  eternal  load  of  gratitude 
peases  you  down;  you  throw  open  the  strong 
MO,  "There,  my  good  fellow,  take  to  your  s 
faction,  and  Qod  Almiybly  fatew  yonl" 
pockets  the  money.  Again  you  survey  thism 
dering  monument  of  your  gratitude:  but  upon 
further  examination  vou  find  that  his  leg  was  not 
wood,  but  flesh  and  blood;  his  crotch  dwindles 
to  a  cane:  you  inspect  the  scar  on  his  fai 
discover  that  it  is  a  beautiful  dimple ;  yon 
ine  the  wound  where  the  scalp  was  torn,  and  find 
that  be  had  been  only  shorn  a  little  too  close  by 
his  bsrbei;  you  throw  off  the  soldier's  coai,  sod 
behold  a  smart,  spruce,  sprightly,  younx  specula- 
tor, with  his  pockets  crammed  full  of  warrants, 
and  patents,  and  powers  of  attorney.  TTtaX  was 
the  man  for  whom  yon  Mended  to  legislate. 
71U*  is  the  scoondiel  for  whom  vou  have  legis- 
lated. Bat  the  fraud  is  diacovMcd  when  it  is  too 


Mr.  BnoBBB,  of  Ohio,  said,  the  views  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill  were  honorable,  as  the  object 
was  to  relieve  the  soldier  and  shut  the  dooc 
against  speculation ;  and  if  this  could  be  accom- 
plished he  would  concur  with  them  ;  but  he  con> 
tended  that  this  could  not  be  done,  aad  that  there 
—ere  more  important  matters  of  legislation  wbich 

tquired  all  the  funds  ibey  had  a  right  to  demuid 
of  the  people.  The  Treasury,  he  conceived,  wu 
not  so  abundant  as  had  been  represented,  nor  did 
he  think  the  sorplas  escimaied  a  larse  one  foe 
Ibis  nation.  It  was  proper,  therefore,  Mr,  B.  said, 
to  see  if  the  appropriation  required  could  be  af- 
forded, and  he  went  into  an  examination  of  the 
auticipated  resourcas,  to  show  that  it  could  not, 
Mr.  B.  took,  incidentally,  a  pretty  extensive  riew 
of  the  Dationsl  policy  on  several  subjects,  par> 
ticularly  the  sobject  of  domestic  manufactures, 
which  be  believed  would  sink  withooi  further 
and  greaiet  encouragement,  and  argued  (hat  a 
proper  regard  for  tbeae  and  other  great  oiyects 
now  before  the  House—the  proposed  provUioa 
for  the  Revolutionary  patriots,  the  invalid  corpe^ 
dtc.,  which  he  enumerated  and  dwelt  on,  ^as 
incompatible  with  the  sacrifice  of  roillioaa  of 
money  for  the  object  cow  under  eonside  rati  oil, - 
neither  did  be  thiak  the  soldiers  deserved  that 
additional  bounty.  But  he  would  be  williiig  u 
commute  with  them  afier  other  necessary  objecu 
had  been  attended  to;  though,  he  argued,  that  it 
wonld  be  much  better  to  leave  soldiers  in  poMes- 
sion  of  their  laod,  which  they  would,  in  a  large 
proportion,  settle  and  improve,  and  leave  to  their 
chiLdreo,  than,  by  buying  it,  give  them  the  means 
of  indulging  their  bad  propensittea  to  excess  and 

Mr.  JoBNSDM,  of  Kentucky,  commenced  his 
remarks,  by  denying  that  the  priociple  of  this 
bill  was  charity,  as  had  been  alleged — the  subject 
was  one  of  policy.  We  ^t,  said  he,  in  the  com- 
mutation more  than  a  qMd  pro  quo,  more  than 
an  equivalent ;  for  the  Governmeoi  would  give 
one  hundred  dollars  for  what. was  worth  three 
hundred.  He  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
miiiee  to  one  foot,  which  was,  that  the  Yazoa 
specolalion  itself  did  not  present  a  scene  of  greater 
speculation  than  would  be  exhibiied  if  aixtees 
millions  of  acres  were  put  into  market,  in  th< 
hands  of  men  so  necessitous,  as  now  many  of 
them  were,  as  to  be  asking  charily  in  the  streets; 
and  this  land,  loo,  of  the  best  quality.  He  did 
not  contend  that  there  was  a  le^l  obligation  to 
do  this  act ;  but  there  certainly  was  a  moral  ob- 
ligation, whether  tbe  Sbldier  be  viewed  either  u 
vicious  or  igDorant — be  was  to  be  viewed  as  a 
starving  object,  no  matter  from  what  cause;  and 
there  was  a  moral  obligation  lo  take  him  out  of 
the  bands  of  speculaion.  To  justify  this  bill, 
Mr.  J.  referred  to  the  former  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  the  recommendation  of  the  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  Mr.  J. 
paid  the  tribute  of  his  highest  re&pect  for  bis  vir- 
tues, bis  talents,  and  his  long  and  faithful  services. 
The  right  to  pass  this  bill  was  clear ;  and  shall 
we,  said  he,  let  the  time  forever  pass  unimprov- 
ed, because  there  be  no  legal  obligBtioa  for  it  1 
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H«  maiataioed,  tbat  tha  Houm  eonld  sappieu 
^ecolBtion,  and  that  thii  {nil  mold  do  il.  He 
woold  Mf,  that  tber  thould  take  the  land  for 
Ua*  than  lu  Talac,  snoold  receiTe  do  mora  tbao 
^e  eommnttcioD  priee,  and  he  would  do  aof- 
tfaiog  siiort  of  Tiolatiag  the  Canatjiution,  to  eo- 
force  it.  Mr.  J.  dwelt  waimlr  on  this  point,  and 
nr^ed  the  Commiltee  not  lo  let  the  moment  for 
tfaie  meaanre  paM  awajr  forerer.  Ai  for  ebaritjr, 
he  knew  il  wai  odi  of  the  qneelioD.  There  had 
been  none  extended  lo  the  salUat  officer,  and  he 
expected  none  for  the  aoldier,  unten  he  came 
here  sad  hrid  np  hi*  faleediag  band  or  hie  mutil- 
ated iiomp,  lo  beg  for  it.  Oa  the  plea  of  charity, 
therefore,  he  did  not  tapport  the  panage  of  the 
bill,  bnt  Jt  waa  on  the  toore  of  Nond  potiojr,  and 
that  aloDC^ 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  a^in  rose,  partly  in  reply 
to  the  opponenia  of  the  htll,  and  partly  oa  its  de- 
tail*, la  oincty-niae  case*  in  a  hundred,  fae  aaid. 
the  patentee*  who  intended  to  Mil  iheir  land  had 
probably  already  done  lo.  There  wai  anolhet 
di&renee  between  the  patentee  and  ihoM  who 
were  yet  to  receiie  their  land — the  former  knowt 
the  YiUuB  of  hi*  land,  while  the  others  do  Dotj 
one  will  take  adrantage  of  the  eommntation,  the 
otheia  will  not.  Thoi  would  ariae  a  difference 
in  the  proriaioo  which  ibould  be  made.  In  dii' 
enaelng  the  details  of  the  lull,  Ur.  C-  aaid,  be  had 
no  doubt  It  wa*  in  the  power  of  the  Gorernment 
lo  compel  the  purchaeera  lo  gl*e  in  notice  of 
their  liilea,  or  make  any  other  regulation  of  pro- 
perty for  it*  r^isitatioD'ot  security.  He  denied 
that  the  OoTernraent  would  be,  in  thii  caae,  a 
Toltinury  parehaser,  in  the  seuM  angj^ted ;  it 
was  a  Tepurchaae  oreBtate,  and  a  case  in  wbich 
the  anfaaeqMat  pnrehaaer  would  hold  witbont 
notice  from  tha  praviona  pnrehaaer.  Mr.  C.  read 
the  aet  granting  the  bounty,  to  show  that  it  wai 
impocsiDle  for  the  aoldier  la  alienBie  bis  ri^bi  to 
the  land  before  ablatoing  a  palent ;  and  uid.  he 
should  be  glad  to  find  some  of  the  speculators, 
some  of  tha  knowing  ones,  taken  in,  wfao  bad 
endearored  to  deprive  the  soldier  of  his  hard- 
earned  property.  By  fixing  a  value  on  this  land, 
Hr.  C.  Boid,  it  would  immediately  rite  is  mar- 
ket -,  and,  if  the  commutation  was  settled  at  one 
hundred  doUmrs,  he  did  not  beliere  they  would 
hare  to  pay  fifty  thouaand  dollaia  annualty ;  tad 
•o  fully  was  he  conrinced  of  the  expedieaey  of 
this  measare,  he  declared  his  belief,  that  if  Oot- 
ernment  bad  to  borrow  the  money  at  six  per 
cent,  to  make  the  parcbase,  it  would  still  be  a 
great  gainer,  besides  the  conaideriiion  of  alle- 
Tiating  the  soldier.  Mr.  C.  remarked,  in  refer- 
ettee  to  the  joat  censures  which  had  been  de- 
nounced antnat  speculaiion,  that  be  did  not  at- 
tach speenration,  in  its  odious  aenae,  to  many  of 
the  pure tMsera— there  were  many  purchases  fair- 
ly made.  It  was  to  those  who  dogged  the  soldier 
to  the  grogabops,  aad  who  miarepreseDied  to  him 
the  value  of  bis  land,  that  be  attached  the  epi- 
thet in  its  execrable  aens^^it  was  againat  sneb 
that  he  would  extend  the  arm  of  the  Gorernment. 
Hr.  C.  said,  this  property  bad  bean  parted  with  at 
amomcntof  great  prendre  and  pohlio  need;  and 


it  was  incnmbant  on  the  Qoverament,  now  that 
il  was  able  to  do  so,  to  take  it  back;  whan^it 
the  same  time,  by  doing  so,  you  render  a  aerriea 
to  yoniaelf  and  to  the  party  from  whom  il  was 

Mr.  Glat  then,  for  the  reasona  already  slated 
in  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  offered  a  snbsti- 
inia  for  the  bill,  which  he  had  prapared,  (Mr. 
Holm  as  baring  for  that  purpose  first  withdrawa 
his  motion  to  strike  oat  the  first  section ;)  wtwa 
the  Commiltee  of  the  Whole  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress, and  obtained  leare  to  sit  again. 

THOBBOAy,  December  IB. 

Mr.  Shaw  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  nun- 
nhclurers  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods,  in  Bailt> 
ahire  couBty,  in  the  State  of  Massaehuselta,  pray- 
ing that  further  measure*  may  be  adopted  for  the 
aeenrity  and  encouragement  of  domeatic  mana- 
factures. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Maanfaoturca. 

Mr.  PoiNDEma  anbmilied  the  following  prop- 
oaitioa  of  amendment  to  the  rulea  and  oAen  of 
the  House ;  which  waa  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie 
on  the  uUe : 

itefpJM^  That  the  atanding  TOlaa  and  orders  of  tha 
Bona*  ba  mnended,  in  this,  te-wtt:  that  tha  Commit. 
tee  on  Priraie  La^  Claims  shall  cenMt  of  seTaB 


Mr.  RoBEBTaoit.of  Looiaiana,  reported  a  bill 
making  prorision  for  the  establishment  of  addi- 
tional land  offices  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri; 
which  waa  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  WiLUAHS,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred 
sundry  leports  of  facta,  in  particular  casea,  sob- 
milted  for  hb  decision,  by  the  Commissiooer  of 
Claims,  for  lost  property,  &C.,  made  reports  unfa- 
rorable  to  the  ca»s  of  John  Manning,  for  Caro- 
line Fenwickj  of  the  Lery  Court  of  Calrert 
county;  of  John  I.  Paulson;  and  of  John  Ireland; 
which  reports  were  severalty  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RtoH,  of  Vermont,  a  report 
of  a  similar  natntE,  made  on  another  case  yester- 
day, waa  reconsidered,  and  referred  to  the  same 
Committee. 

Mr.  LtTTLB,ofMaTTland,frcm  ibe  Committee 
of  Accounts,  presented  a  report,  as  reijaired  by  the 
order  of  the  House,  on  the  manner  in  which  the 
printing  of  the  House  is  execnted,  excnlpating 
equally  the  Clerk  and  Coniractor  from  blame. 


Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  submitted  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution : 

tUtohed,  That  the  Secretu;  ba  the  Dapartmant  of 
War  tM  imtraclsd  to  rsporl  to  this  Hoaae  a  list  of  thoaa 
persona  who  bare  been  added  to  the  pension  list  ibcs 
the  report  made  to  the  Hodm  of  RapreseDtatitei,  from 
that  Department,  bearing  dale  May  38,  1813,  desig- 
natinr  ^a  number  of  eacb  penaiDnaf  aa  he  stands  on 
the  roll  of  tha  raapecti*a  dislrida  or  agendea,  hi*  rank 
or  qnality,  and  the  amount  of  annual  atlpend  at  pres- 
ent allowed  to  each  penon. 
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CbifMiHtaKan  ef  SoitUv^  Pay. 


H  orR. 

Ur.  T.  JDlimated  hii  ntMU  for  reqniriog  tbi 
iiilbrinatioD.  A  propmiliaa  wu  now  b«foie  the 
Honaf  for  giring  k  bonniir  in  land  to  diibanded 
fAlsa.  It  WM  Dt  ihat  the  Honse  shonld  knew 
how  maoy  of  thoie  officers  already  slaod  an  the 
pmaion  liat  of  the  United  Sutea.  A  propoaition 
ma  befive  thaHooae,  alao,  to  extend  for  fire  yean 
th«  pensjona  now  allowed  to  anffarera  by  the  Ute 
wai.  Ht.  T.  wiahcd  U>  know  how  many  were 
tkoae  paoaionera,  and  to  wfaat  amonot. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mhobr,  of  Virginia, 

ltaob>€d,  Thai  the  SeereUrr  of  War  ba  di- 
lected  to  report  to  this  Hoaae  a  liat  of  all  the  offi- 
cer! who  held  brevet  rank  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  Staie^al  the  cloce  of  the  lale  war.  noiing 
theii  re^welive  lineal  rank  at  iba  lime  ai  which 
their  brevet  nok  waa  conferred  on  ihemg  toge- 
ther with  a  liat  of  all  the  officers  of  the  present 
Army  who  now  hold  a  breret  higher  than  their 
lineal  rank,  and  of  theaa  the  nnmMr  and  grade  of 
ftU  anch  offieera  >a  aclnalty  teeeire,  in  rirtae  of 
ihcir  brevet  rank,  greater  pa^  or  emolomenl  than 
they  wanid  be  otherwiae  entitled  to  by  law. 

Oo  miMioD  of  Mr.  T.  M.  Nnuox,  of  Virginia, 
it  wna 

Rttohtd,  That  a  conimittae  be  appointed  to  inquire 
iaia  the  enafiann  of  pMvidiac  bj  law  Jbc  exthiBaU)- 
]■■  the  Indian  title  ta  e«1aia  landa  aonth  of  Qraw 
ibw,  in  Iha  Stata  ti  Kentady,  which  were  aat  apart 
by  tha  Slate  of  Virgioia  for  aatiihing  the  claina  of 
eaftain  Revolutionaij  officeia  to  Bulitarjboantjlsad*, 
Of  of  maluDg  nich  othai  proviaioD,  in  relation  thereto, 
aa  joitice  ma;  leconuuend. 

Bttoktd,  That  ths  uma  oommittae  alao  inqoire  into 
Aa  ezpediencT  af  providiiig  bj  Itw  for  aati^og  tjie 
claima  ef  thoaa  Ravolnticioarr  officers  who  nara  end- 
tied,  in  Tiitne  of  anndiy  reaolatiaiM  and  act*  of  the 
General  Aaaenibljof  Tireinia,ta  military  bo uotj  land, 
to  be  laid  off  on  the  nor&waat  side  of  ths  liTer  Ohio, 
between  the  livera  Miami  and  Bdoto,  (now  part  of  the 
Btate  of  Ohio,)  which  claims  rsmun  nnpraiided  for, 
in  cenaeqnence  of  the  qaautitj  of  arable  land  having 
pcvved  inanffident  therefor. 

[This  motion  produced  some  debate.  In  the 
•hape  in  which  it  was  first  offered  by  the  mover, 
it  proposed  to  declare  the  measure  therein  pro- 
posed to  be  "  expedient."  To  this  ii  was  object- 
ed, that  it  was  eipedient  to  investigate  before 
decidiogi  and  the  mover  conaented  to  put  his 
motion  in  ihe  shape  of  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  the  proposed  measure,  and  in  that  foim 
(he  moiioQ  was  dually  adopted.  Objection  was 
made  to  it  in  its  new  shape  by  Mr.  Pitkin  of 
Coooectleul,  aad  Mr.  Poindexteb  of  Mississippi 

Sand  doubts  were  expressed  by  Mr.  Desba  of 
Kentucky,}  on  the  ground  of  a  defect  of  power  in 
Ihe  House  to  pass  an  aei  for  extinguishing  Indian 
title*;  which  was  of  itself  an  Execuiire,  and  not 
aLcgialaiiveact.  To  which  objections,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Helbon,  Mr.  Bahbocb,  Mr  Qarxett,  and  Mr. 
MCRCEB  of  Virginia,  replied,  that  ioquiry  only 
was  proposed,  and  not  the  expression  of  any  opin- 
ion ;  that  the  inquiry  would  embrace  an  well  the 
powets  of  Congress  as  the  expediency  of  the  mea- 
sure—both  of  whioh,  they  contended,  were  un- 
questionable.] 


1817. 


COHHUTATIOIf  Of  SOU}IERS-  PAY. 

Tlie  House  baviDK  again  naolved  itaelf  into  « 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  Iha  eoa- 
mutalion  of  soldiers'  pay,  tbe  qneation  was  takes 
on  B^teein«  to  tbe  amendmetil  of  detail,  fbeing  n 
sabalitnte  lor  the  bill  before  the  Committec,J  |wa- 
poaed  by  Hr.  CLar;  and  decided  affirmatlvHy— 
96  nntieineD  rbing  in  its  fsror. 

The  amandmeni  of  Bir.  Clay  being  then  opca 
for  amendmeni,  waa  read  over  for  that  putpoae, 

Mr.  T.M.Nit^OH  having  moved  to  fill  the  bbak 
for  the  amount  of  oommuiatioo  wiih  (180.  (at 
one  dollar  per  acre,)  the  question  waa  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  a  maiority  ofmboni  20  votea. 

Mr.  CuiBOBNB,  of  Tennesaee,  on  the  priaeiple 
thai,  if  the  bill  passed — towbich,howaTer,  he  waa 
altogether  opposed— the  Qoveroment  eogbl  not 
to  speenlate  od  ihe  soldier,  by  giving  him  tesa 
ibao  its  own  price  for  the  same  articie,  moved  la 
fill  the  blank  with  «320,  (or  two  doUan  per  acre^) 
Negatived,  ayes  36. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Cborgia,  having  novcd  to  flU  tfaa 
blank  with  $130  (or  seveaiy-fifa  ocnia  pet  aoce,^ 
it  was  decided  in  the  ne^tive,  ayes  tt. 

Mr.  HABBiaon,  of  Ojio,  mo«^  9130>  aad- Hi. 
Littlb,  of  Maryland,  (ISO ;  both  of  whieta  wera 
Dcga  lived. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  fill  the  bJank  with  the 
sum  originallv  proposed  by  him,  of  (100,  tbougb 
he  confeased  be  sboold  have  preferred  one  duller 
per  acre.  He  was  Doder  tbe  impression,  how- 
ever, that  Ibe  bill  had  a  better  chaDce  to  pass  ia 
this  shape  than  with  a  higher  sam,  and  u  would 
yet  produce  much  good. 

On  this  qacstion  ibe  Honse  divided  thus:  For 
[he  moiioa  75,  against  it  78. 

A  second  couai  beiDg  called,  the  vote  stood  thas; 
For  tbe  motion  8^  against  it  67. 

Tbe  amoDot  of  commutation  was  therefore  de- 
cided to  stand  at  (100  for  100  acres. 

Tbe  Commitiee  prueeeded  in  the  coosidcralioa 
of  the  bill,  and  made  thereto  a  variety  of  aoaead- 
menta,  oa  which   muah   desuliory  debate  look 

The  question  being  slated,  "  Shall  the  Com- 
rotitee  rise  and  report  tbe  bill  V  Mr.  WniTMaN, 
of  Maasac  ho  setts,  assigned  tbe  reasons  Wbieh- 
would  induce  him  to  oppose  tbe  bill. 

On  rooiion  of  Mr.  Spkbcbb,  of  New  York,  lln 
Comniiiee  rose,  reported  progma,  and  obiained 
Leave  to  sit  again. 

Friday,  December  Ift 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Delaware,  Wil> 
LABD  Hall,  appeared,  produced  hia  eredentiala, 
was  quBliUed,  and  look  his  seaL 

Mr.  MCBOBK  presented  a  petition  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  yearly  luepiing  of  tbe  R^ligiuot 
Society  of  Friends,  held  in  Baltimore,  praying 
that  further  provisioon  may  be  made  for  the  a*-, 
curiiy  of  persons  uf  culur,  who  ate  fr«e  or  coli- 
tis to  freedom,  ai  a  given  period,  in  the  traffic  of 
tilavea  from  the  Midule  to  the  Souihern  Siaiea, 
which  WIS  referred  lo  a  selct  committee  j  and 
Messrs.  Mnoaa,  Cohbtook,  DASUNflroii,  Tbb* 
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H-ovft, 


xiu^  Bad  EsWAmoB,  ware  si^atad  th«  eom- 

IDitlM. 

Mr.  RsiA  prMHted  «  petilioD  of  tb«  Oenenl 
AnemMjr  oilli*  Bute  of  TenneMce,  pntTiog 
tbBt  ibe  title*  to  ItBda  in  ibat  Btale,  derired  from 
tba  Slate  of  Norib  CaroliDi,  pTCTi<nu  to  the  ch- 
■ion  of  Teineatea  to  tba  Udiied  Slain,  majr  be 
conSniwd. — BefemdlotbeeommiiteeappoiDted 
*«siardar,  on  •  ratoliitioa  fobmittad  bjr  Mr. 
THOHAa  M.  Nkuor.  coocerning  lb«  mililarr 
bounty  landt  granted  bf  tha  Slate  of  Virvlnis- 

Mr.  Rbka^  from  the  Coninittee  on  Petnioni 
and  ReTolutioaary  Ciiima,  reponed  a  Ull  in  ad- 
dition to  tha  act,  eaiillcd  "Ad  net  for  the  relief 
of  Jokn  Tbompaim,"  wbieh  wnt  rend  twice,  nnd 
eomainad. 

Ur.  Tatm)B,  from  ibe  Committee  of  BleclioDs, 
Bade  n  report  on  ibe  certiSeale*  and  otber  tn- 
dnntiali  of  membera,  which  was  read  sod  ordered 
to  lie  on  ibe  uMe. 

The  HouM  look  vp  the  propotition  tnbmitled 
jMiarday  by  Hr.  PoiNDnzrnn,  to  nmend  the 
■ales  and  oiders  of  (be  Hottte,  and  the  aame  was 
coDcerred  inj  and  Mr.  PotHDBXTU  and  Hr. 
Oi.AinoBwB  were  tfaen  added  to  the  Committee 
OD  Private  Land  Clnimg,  conformable  to  the  said 
ameodmenL 

A  meamf  e  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Home 
thai  ib«  EknaM  bare  passed  a  bill,  enlilled  "An 
•ol  for  the  relief  of  the  hein  of  Laadon  Carter," 
io  which  tbey  aak  the  eonenrreDce  of  (hb  Hense. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HiRRiaoR,  of  Ohio,  the  fol- 
lowiog  rale  was  adopted; 

"Tha  Spnkar ihall  line powii to  adnutiniioni to 
aeiU  in  the  ball,  dniing  the  shtiiig  of  tha  Honaa,  who 
belong  to  inch  Lapd&turaa  of  fbraisn  OovemineBts  u 
aia  in  amitf  with  tin  United  Btalea." 

[Tlkaie  waa  tome  little  debate  on  a  proposition 
of  Ur.  IL  Nauoii,  of  Virginia,  to  amend  ibis 
notion,  Bo  as  to  authorize  ua  Speaker  to  admit 
on  the  fioof  any  Representaiirea  of  the  Sooth 
AmericaD  Prorncaa— that  iher  might  aland  on 
the  same  footing  in  thii  respect  as  foreign  Minis- 
ters. After  the  debate  (or  rather,  ooDversation) 
reicJtied  to,  in  tha  oonrse  of  which  Mr.  HjJiKiaOM 
protested  agaiui  the  introduction  of  exiraneons 
mattet  into  his  proposition,  the  motion  of  Ifr. 
IfiLaoH  was  negatived.] 

On  motioD  Dt  Mr.  HABBiaoa,  Ibe  order  of  the 
day  for  the  House  to  resolTe  itself  into  a  Com- 
aiitee  of  the  Whole,  on  ibe  npori  of  the  com- 
miiiee  appointed  on  so  mnsb  oi  ihe  Precideat'a 
Messagt  as  relates  to  roads,  canals,  and  aemi- 
naries  of  leaniiiig,  was  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  Jannary  nezu 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MaaatLL,  the  Secretary  of 
War  waa  iastrnoted  to  furnish  a  statement,  show- 
ing the  names  of  the  seTeral  Dersons  to  whom 
land  warrants  haT*  issued,  and  eilra  pay  been 
allowed,  subaeqaent  to  the  3d  of  March,  1817, 
under  ihe  act,  enlilled  "An  act  granting  boanty 
in  lands,  and  eitra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  rol- 
anteert,"  and  ihc  acts  supplemeatary  thereto,  lo- 
ss of  the  ageUa  or  atiorDeys. 


the  monay  paid,  puiicalarir  aoting  sneb,  if  tajr, 
as  were,  or  are,  conneeled  with  the  public  offieea; 
and  also  to  state,  whether  any,  and  if  aoy^  what 
information  he  may  have  received,  relative  to 
impositions  practised  on  claimants,  by  persona 
pretending  to  be  agents,  authorized  by  the  QoT- 
crameDi. 

Mr.  WiHDovu  Bobmitted  the  following,  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  (he  table  for  cue 
day: 

Asofastf,  list  the  standiui  mlaa  of  this  Hetus  bo 

so  amaaded  Oat  net  mora  than bHk  dkaU  ba 

cemmlttadtalheaameOommitteaofduiriMleHeuM; 
and  Aat  such  bdls  shall  baanalogoa*  in  thdrnatura; 
which  anahifr  AaU  ba  iletwmiiieil  }fj  the  Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbill,  a  eommiltce  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing further  time  for  the  officers  and  soldien 
of  the  Virginia  line^  on  Continental  estabUshroent, 
their  heirs  or  asaigns,  entitled  to  bounty  lao^ 
within  the  iract  reserved  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, batwaea  the  little  Miami  and  Beiotariren^ 
to  complete  their  loeaiioDs,  with  leave  to  report 
by  biU  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Campbiu, 


On  motion  of  Mr.  HnnnsBT,  Ihe  Seeretnrf  of 
the  Treaaury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  receipt*  into 
the  Treasury  from  imposts,  internal  lazca,  and 
other  Bource*  of  revenue  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  specifying  the  enm  received  in  each 

£Mr,  since  the  assumption  of  the  Jurisdiction  bj 
ongraain  1801;alsoastatemeniof  theamount 
of  registered  tonnace,  employed  in  the  carriage 
of  goods,  wares,  aoa  marckandise,  in  the  foreign 
and  coasting  trade  of  the  Disttict. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SiLaaBB,  ibe  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instrueted  to 
inqiiire  into  the  npedieney  oi  so  amendjiur  the 
laws  making  appropriations  for  tha  eaiaMiah* 
meat  of  custonwi oases,  which  are  now  eonfined 
to  principal  districts,  as  to  authorise  the  ap^lca- 
tion  of  such  appropiiaiions  as  have  already  oeea, 
or  may  hereafler  be,  made  to  any  district  aritbia 
the  United  Btalea,  where  tha  Seeretary  of  the 
Treaaury  shall  think  euch  eetablishmeats  will 
beat  promete  the  public  iotereai. 

The  House  having  anio  resolved  itself  into 
a  Committee  m  the  ulTfor  the  commutatian  of 
soldiers*  bounty  lands,  some  further  discussion 
on  amendments  to  it  took  place,  in  which  Measn. 

FOBaTTH,  P0IHDBZT£B,  ClaT,  and  ROBBBTBOir, 

of  Eentneky,  bore  part;  when  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  the  ameDdmeuts  to  Ihe  bill;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  Ibe  table,  and  to  be  priuied 
for  the  more  easily  nnderstanding  thereof  by  the 
members  before  called  upon  lo  give  a  final  vote 
ou  them. 

The  bill  from  the  Seaate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  n\iet  of  ihe  heira  of  Landon  Carter,"  waa 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  ffoah  Miller,  pasaad 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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SurvMng  BtvotutiMary  Soldien. 


:  BURVirraa  ketoldtionaiit  boldiebs. 

The  House  haTtug  resotred  itielf  into  aCom- 
initteA  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  coneerDiag  the 
■arTiTiDg  •oldiera  of  the  ReTolutionary  war, 

Hr.  Lmif,  of  New  Jersey,  moved  lo  tlrike  out 
lh«  word  "  war"  in  ihe  bill,  which  makes  the  pro- 
TJiiona  of  the  hill  applieiDle  to  all  persons  who 
setrcd  for  any  lime  In  the  Beroluttoaarr  war, 
xnd  la  iuMrt,  in  lien  thereof,  "  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btaler,"  so  ai  to  confine  the  bill  to  the  iar*ir- 
log  officer*  and  soldien  of  the  ReTolutionary 
vniT.  Aa  the  bill  at  present  tlood,  Mr.  L.  said 
Bemrly  erery  person  in  tbe  Uoited  Btauaof  soffi- 
cieBt  age,  and  in  a  atale  of  indigeace,  would  be 
embraced  in  it;  for  few  of  them  oat  had  been  in 
aome  grade,  and  al  some  time  or  other,  in  the 
■eirice. 


Ur.  Bloohfibld  delivered  bis  impreaaioDa  ia 
rapect  to  the  operation  and  seop«  of  this  bill. 
Ba  made  a  atatement  to  show  what  were  hit 
Tiewt  of  tbe  probable  number  of  applicanu  under 
ihia  bill,  if  it  should  paaa;  and  the  anoual  amouai 
of  tbe  cxpenditnTa  it  would  oeeasion.  The  Jer- 
sey brigade,  he  said,  consisted,  daring  the  war,  of 
four  regiment*;  there  were  forty  oE&en  to  each 
i^iment,  making  in  the  whole  one  hundred  and 
aizty.  On  the  4lh  of  July  last,  as  he  waa  enabled 
fioin  personal  koowledge  lo  slate,  there  were  lir- 
ing  but  twenty  of  those  offiecrs,  beic^  preciaeljr 
one-eighth  of  the  whole  number.  Taking  this 
fact  for  his  guide,  as  tbe  proportion  of  atirnvors, 
ba  i«id,  there  were  in  the  CoDiiiieittBl'  ftrmy  sixty- 
eight  batulioDs,  of  whom  about  seTenieen  thou- 
■ud  meik  were  killed  or  died  in  service ;  aiid  at 
tbe  close  of  tbe  war,  it  waa  «  well  known  fact, 
the  battalions  did  not  avera^  more  in  each  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty;  making  in  the  whole  aav- 
ealeen  thonsaod  men--«f  whom,  tay  about  ooe- 


tbe 


ih  (being  generally  not  of  as  regular  habits  as 
ofiteers}  were  living ;  that  is,  seventeen  tbou- 


for  tbe  pension  at  one-aixtb,  would  malie  three 
hundred  and  forty,  The  full  pay  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, six  and  two-tnirds  dollars  per  month  to  each, 
of  these,  wonld  amount  to  83,395  per  month.  Of 
the  officers,  tbe  whole  original  number  he  estima- 
ted at  two  thoosud  seven  hundred  and  twenty ; 
of  whom,  supposing  one-eighih  to  have  survived, 
as  in  the  instance  of  tbe  Jersey  brigade,  there 
were  now  living  about  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  forty.  Of  this  number,  be  supposed 
one-tenth  of  the  whole  would  became  applicaals 
for  pensions— say  thirty-four;  at  the  full  subaltern 
Revolutionary  pay  of  seventeen  dollars  per  month, 
their  pensions  would  amouot  to  $578  per  month. 
The  monthly  pension  for  both  officers  and  sol- 
diers, on  Ibis  estimate,  would  be  92,873,  and  the 
anniULl  amount  only  $34,376 — an  amouot  which 
must  daily  decrease.  But,  instead  of  full  pay 
pension^  tbe  bilL  as  it  aow  stood,  provided  only 
for  hairpay,  IToold  this  House  be  satisfied,  Mr. 
B.  asked,  with  giving  to  these  men,  borne  down 
With  age  and  tervice,  a  pension  of  three  and  a 


third  dollars  a  month  during  the  small  remainder 
of  their  lives,  whilst  they  had  given  the  aoUien 
of  the  late  war  (no  dispvagement  to  tbem)  eight 
dollars  per  month?  He  hoped  not;  and  iberft- 
fore  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  es  that  the  amount 
of  pension  should  be  for  every  officer  leveDtcea 
dollars  per  month,  and  for  every  soldier  eight. 

Mr.  TucKBS,  of  Virginia,  moved  lo  amend  Ut« 
amendment,  to  u  to  make  the  pensions  twenty 
and  eight. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
10  without  objection,  after  a  few  obwrvations 
from  Mr.  Oombtock. 

Mr.  HoLHsa,  of  Mesuchusetts,  sufgested  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  going  to  make  its  pbrta^ 
ologjr  more  precise  iu  regard  to  those  to  whont  it 
sbonld  apply ;  because,  as  at  present  worded,  it 
would  entitle  to  a  pension  not  onlv  all  who  vreit 
in  need  of  it,  hut  those  also  who,  toough  in  affla- 
cnce,  were  disabled  by  age  or  infirmity  from  pro- 
enring  subsistence  by  manual  labor. 

Between  Mr.  Coi^bton,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr. 
Obr,  of  Massachusetts,  an  amendment  waa  moTcd 
to  the  bill,  that  every  officer  or  soldier,  who  served 
in  any  manner  during  the  Revolniionary  war, 
and  now  surviving,  vbonld  be  entitled  to  the  penr 
sion  abovemeoiioned — the  one  to  twenty,  the 
olbet  lo  eight  dollars  per  month. 

On  this  motion  a  desultory  debate  arose,  ia 
which  the  folbwiog  •eaiiments  were  expreued 
by  the  gentlemen  to  whose  names  they  are  au^ 
joined, 

Mr.  Colston  objected  to  tbe  qualification  of 
indigence,  required  by  the  bill,  to  entitle  the  aur- 
vivins  Revolaiiouary  officer  and  soldier  lo  iba 
beoent  of  its  provision.  Let  not  the  soldier,  said 
he,  by  whose  bravery  and  sufferings  we  are  en- 
titled to  hold  seats  on  this  flour,  be  required  to 
expose  bis  poverty  to  the  world,  and  exhibit  the 
proof  of  ii,  to  entitle  him  to  relief.  The  incor^ 
poration  of  such  a  provision  in  the  bill  he  co^ 
sidercd  as  dq;radinB  to  the  House.  In  what  li^t 
was  thia  bill  to  be  regarded?  Was  it  to  be  con- 
sidered as  in  act  of  justice  1  It  was  less  tban 
justice,  having  suSeied  these  merilorioos  men  to 
bave  remained  (or  yean  unrewarded,  to  offer  tn 
the  poor  remains  of  tbem  the  right  to  a  pensita 
during  life,  closed  with  sneh  conditions.  As 
an  act  of  beneBcence,  he  should  be  aabamcd  to 
hear  it  supported  on  this  floor.  On  this  sobject, 
Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  a  liberal  spirit  wonld  pr^ 
vail ;  and  that,  for  the  short  remnant  of  their  lives 
a  pension  would  be  given  lo  all  who  aurvived  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  Rerolntion. 

Mr.  Oaa  accorded  fully  in  tbe  aentiment  of 
Mr.  CoLBTOR.  On  the  first  perusal  of  the  bill, 
be  was  sttnck  with  tbe  tbonghi.  what  most  be 
the  feelings  of  the  high-minded  officer  of  tbe 
Revolution,  compelled  (o  produce  in  open  court 
the  proobof  bis  own  lodigeoce;  and  he  hoped 
the  House  wonld  amend  that  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HaBBieoN,  of  Ohio,  avowed  his  high  re- 
spect for  [he  survivors  of  the  Revolution,  and  hie 
sincere  desire  to  contribute  (o  their  comfort  in 
old  age.  But,  he  said,  Ihe  amendment  now  pro- 
poaeu  went  loo  fat,  because  it  would  embrace  every 
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DDe  who  bad  shonLdned  a  mukel,  srcn  for 
boor,  dnriag  lh«  RcTolaiionuy  war.  Ai  to  thace 
who  had  ueD  aaiiont  seTTice,  m  hi  front  haTiac 
claim  to  iha  meed  of  Uberalitf,  iha  amandmmt 
would  be  but  •  meaiat*  of  jiiBtifla,  aa  no  bonoty 
had  b«en  accorded  to  Ihem.  PaiMoa,  howerer, 
corered  with  fcara  and  borne  down  bp  leofth  of 


iT  a  day.  Some  of  tbe  militia,  he  thoagbt,  were 
M  well  entitled  to  ihii  peniioD  ai  any  regnlara, 
of  whom  the  Jersev  militia  might  be  partiealarlf 
mentiooed.  Bnt  he  wiahed  to  hare  the  opera- 
lion  of  tb«  bill  limiied  to  such  •«  abonld  oaTC 
BCTTed  six  monihs  or  more. 
,  Mr.  SoOTBARO,  of  New  JetMjr,  did  not  like 
tbe  word  "shall,"  as  applied  to  the  receipt  of  pen- 
sioDi ;  "thaii  receire  pensiont,"  he  said  was  mak- 
ing the  bill  eompolsoTf .  Some  of  tbe  inirivoni 
besaidwere  wealth; ;  towards  them  he  felt  grati- 
tude far  the  serTicea  ihej  had  rendered  their 
eoantry }  but  he  woold  not  extend  to  ihem  tbe 
same  measare  bi  lo  tbe  indigent  and  tbe  afflicted. 
Some  of  those  who  sarvive,  Ibe  war  itself  had 
made  rich — the  wealth  of  some  of  ihem  was  al- 
most nnbonnded,  and,  in  aotoe  earn,  he  wa*  torrv 
lo  sav,  it  was  acqoircd  br  speentating  on  the  aol- 
diers'  claims.  Sneh  cbaiaetera  be  was  not  in 
faror  of  pnitiog  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United 
8  tatca.  Underitteamendment  proposed,  said  Mr. 
8.,  there  are  maof  gentlemen  m  my  riew,  who 
would  beoome  pensjooer*— perbtpemfselfamong 
them,  if  I  chose  to  be  compelled  to  lake  one. 
There  were  many  men  on  this  ioor,  he  beliered, 
who  deserved  ibe  gratitude  of  ibe  countrr,  but 
who  woold  not  accept  a  pension  at  its  buxu. 

Mr.  SxiTH.of  Maryland,  said,  that.  Id  draDght- 
ing  the  bill,  tne  select  committee  bad  conformed 
it  pretty  much  lo  the  words  of  the  mewage ;  and 
be  believed  it  was  iheit  desire  to  coaSne  a  to  the 
survivorsof  ibearmy  oftheRevoImion.  Kxcept 
one  indeed,  tbe  commitlee  who  reported  ibe  bill 
was  composed  eoiirely  of  officers  of  ibe  Revolu- 
tion, and  would  bare  felt  a  delicacy  in  introduc- 
ing a  bill  on  the  very  liberal  principles  which 
some  gentlemen  had  advocated.  But  if  ihii 
House  chose  to  extend  the  proviaiona  of  ihe  bill 
to  all  auirivorsihe  ahoold  no^  for  one,  objecL  He 
might  not,  nnder  the  rules  of  the  Hous^  be  per- 
mitted, as  one  interested,  to  vote  on  tbe  queation ) 
uoi  shonld  he  Toie  on  soch  a  qaesiion — nor  would 
be  take  tbe  pension.  But  he  sfaonld  not  object 
10  tbe  amendment,  Einoe  there  seemed  to  be  a 
pielly  general  seatimeni  prevailing,  that,  if  ibe 
Hoosechoseiobeliberal,  It  should  be  lo  all  alike. 
It  be  thougbt,  however,  thai  such  an  amendment 
would  endaDger  the  fate  of  the  bill,  he  shonld 
certainly  adhere  to  the  bill  as  ii  oiigiealty  stooiJ. 
Mr.  BLooiiriELD  opposed  the  ameadmeDt,as 
it  might  prejudice  Ihe  [ate  of  Ihe  bill,  Ibe  provi- 


Pre< 


of  wbich  he  tboughc  were  already  suffi- 
ntlv  compreheniive.  If  the  Message  of  ihe 
isident  had  contained  not  a  word  on  Ibe  sub- 


ject, he  should  hare  considered  it  equally  hii 
doty  to  agitate  ihii  queiticn.  He  concluded  a 
Bomber  of  other  obeervations,  opposing  a  proposed 


postponement,  by  saying,  he  b^ed  to  have  tb« 
satisfaeiion  of  aeeing  ihia  bill  paas  the  Hcoae  bo- 
fore  the  holidays. 

No  question  was  taken  on  ibe  nmendntan^ 
wiieo  the  Cunmittce  agreed  lo  rise  and  report 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sil  again;  anl. 
Ihe  Home  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MoMDAT,  December  22. 
Auoiber  member  to  wit:  from  Feansylroai^ 
A[.iXAKDBit  OoLB,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tialr '■"''  —'  -  <-•■ 


.  .  -  -  J,  iiroooi 
il&  was  qnalified,  and  took  hia  si 
Mr.  Masoii,  of  Hasstc' 


lasstchtneits,  presented  peti* 
lions  from  manufacturen  of  coitoo  and  woolleA 
goods,  in  Waltham,  Dedham,  Brunswick,  Lan- 
caster, and  WestBoyltton,io  the  Slate  of  Mam* 
ehuseils,  praying  that  further  aid  and  eneourag^ 
ment,  may  be  granted  to  domestic  manufacturaa. 

Mr.  STonns  preaeoied  ■  similar  petilion  ttan 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Oneida  county,  in  the  8iiUo 
of  New  York. 

Mr.  Wmtiklo,  Mr.  SoDTBinn,  Hr,  Hali^  of 
Delaware,  and  Mr.  BAeaBTT,  respectively  pro- 
sealed  petitions  from  sundry  manufacturers  of 
iron,  praying  thai  additional  duties  mar  be  im- 
posed on  pig  iron,  bar  iron,  and  casliagi,  Importad 
into  the  United  States.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
miiteee  of  Commerce  and  Maouraciurea. 

Mr.  HoFKiKBOK  presented  a  petition  of  the  sat- 
viflns  officers  of  the  PeDasylvania  line  of  Hm 
Revolutionary  Army,  praying  ihal  tbe  whtH* 
amount  of  the  half  pay,  secured  to  the  officers  of 
the  said  army,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  may 
be  granted  lo  Ibein,  wilh  a  deduction  of  the  com- 
mutation thereof,  for  five  years  full  pay. — Refer- 
red lo  the  commiitee  appointed  on  so  much  of 
Ihe  Prcsideni's  Message,  as  relates  to  the  survf- 
ring  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolniionary 

Mr.  HoFXiXBOM,  also  presented  a  petition  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  for  that  par- 
Mr.  Conn,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  claims  of  certain  deiacbmeata  of 
Ihe  militia  of  Qeorgio,  for  services  performed  ift 
the  years  1793,  and  1794.  made  a  detailed  reporf 
which  was  read  }  when  Mr.  C.  reported  a  billf^ 
Ihe  payment  of  certain  militia  claims,  of  the  Stat* 
of  Georgia,  wbieh  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
'  id  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
On  motion  by  Mr,  MoCor,  of  Tirginia, 
.AMoJved,  Thai  ihe  Committee  on  Public  Landi 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
Increaaingihe  price  at  which  ihe  public  land  shall 
be  sold  hereafter. 

On  this  qaesiion  there  was  a  divlaion  j  Ihe  rea- 
oluiion  was  agreed  lo  by  a  majority  of  twenty  ot 
thirty  votes. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Sasbett,  of  Virginia, 
Setohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
required  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  mea- 
sure taken,  if  any,  to  gire  effect  to  ihe  act  paised 
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M  tkts  SSth  FehimtY.  1811,,  for  the  MUblMhraeni 
«tf  Nk*r  bospiult ;  if  DothiDg  hta  b«en  done,  lo 
■how  ibt  ciaiewhy  iheitatute  hu  been  Deglnst- 
sdjUidwhelherit  be  atetuAtj  toTtpeml  theume. 

On  motioD  oT  Mr.  Fortir,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciatf  were  iailruetcd  to 
iaqnire  inio  tbe  expediencT  of  increuiog  by  Inw 
the  eompeDEaiion  of  the  Marshsl  of  the  oonhera 
district  of  the  Stale  of  New  York. 

A  letter  wai  receired  from  the  Secretcrf  of 
^Inle,  in  replf  to  a  leioluiion  of  this  Houie  of 
tbe  lOih,  requetttDg  copies  of  certain  accoaou  of 
Bl.  M.  Noab,  itating,  that  tha  aceoante  therein 
reterradlo  had  been  tranimitled  lo  this  House 
the  8ih  inttaot. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  fiABBBrr,  tbe  Committee  on 
the  Judieiai;  were  inilrncted  to  inqaire  whether 
the  monepa  deposited,  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
diitriet  eoort  (tf  the  United  Biaiei  for  tbe  diilriot 
wt  Hew  York,  hare  been  faithfully  applied,  sad 
tfcMtaid  eommltlee  be  inreatcd  with  power  to 
MDd  for  person*  sod  papera. 

Tha  Ult  for  tbe  relief  of  Nofth  Miller  wai  read 
a  third  time^  and  paswd. 

ETPATRIATION.  ' 

Mr.  RoBEBTBON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  s«lecl 
committee  lo  whom  tbe  Bubiect  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  providing  the  maDQer  in  which 
the  right  of  citizenship  may  be  relinquished. 

fTbe  bill  proposes  to  provide  that  when  any 
citiien,  by  BpplicBlion  in  writing  to  the  district 
court  of  any  district  of  tbe  United  States,  in  open 
touri,  aad  there  to  be  recorded,  shall  declare  that 
^e  telinquishes  the  character  of  a  citizen,  and 
meaiM  to  depaii  out  of  ibeUnited  States,  be  shall 
^  thenceforth  considered  as  having  exercised  the 
tight  of  expatriaiioD,  and  as  being  no  longer  a 
pltizen  of  the  United  States;  that  sQch  person 
aball  be  held  as  an  alien  forever  after,  and  shall 

!LOt  resume  tbe  rightr'of  citizenship  witboutgoing 
hroogh  the  same  process  of  nalutalizatioQ  a« 
other  citizens,] 

AUEBICAH  MAHUFACTUBE8. 


Bfohtd,  That  the  Cotnmittae  on  CMnmeroe  and 
KaBuAMtnna  be  inatrneted  to  iaqnire  into  the  eipe- 
■■■"■■  fcr  dothinf  the  Army  and 
■  •xdndtcly  in  Aneriean 


■ngmentalioB  oonld  ont^  be  momentary;  and, 
Mr.  J.  said,  the  competition  of  the  mannjkeiDren 
among  Ibemselres  would  be  so  great,  he  had  no 
doubt,  as  to  give  the  article  to  the  QoverDmeBt 
at  the  lowest  possible  price.  The  practice  of  the 
War  Department,  already,  waa  to  give  a  prefer- 
ence to  the  domeilie  fabric,  bat  that  preference 
waa  given  with  reference  to  tbe  cost  of  the  article; 
a  system  which  produced  not  only  uncertainty, 
beeatue  of  the  Qociuaiing  state  of  the  foreign 
market,  but  uoeeruinly,  consequently,  lo  the  cal- 
Mlations  of  the  maDnfteturer.  In  relation  to  tbe 
Navy,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  did  not  know  that  his  pr«- 
jaet  wtts  practicabie  ;  if  it  was,  it  would  be  ae- 
cessary  perhaps  to  give  a  discreiionary  power  oa 
this  head  to  tbe  commanders,  when  on  foreign 
siations.  But  be  hoped  no  objectioD  would  be 
made  lo  an  inqnirv  on  the  subject,  and  that  the 
oemmittee  woald  favor  the  House  with  an  early 
reirarL 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ARMY  AND  F0KTIFICATI0N8. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PREBIDEMT  OP  THB  UnITSD  StJ^TIB  : 

'IitikeH»iMt<^IUj)reaeniativuo/tfte  UmitdSUOti.- 
ipliauoa  with  a  reidnlion  ef  the  Houm  ct 


In  oBering  this  taotioo,  Mr,  J.  said  it  would  not 
be  pioper  for  him  to  detail  the  facts,  or  advance 
the  reasoning  which  led  him  to  tbe  conclusion 
that  tbe  measure  be  proposed  to  inqnire  into  was 
expedient.  But  he  would  say  that  he  should  not 
l)ave  thooffbl  of  introduoine  ibis  resolution,  if  he 
did  not  believe  the  cloth  of  American  manufao- 
ture  conld  be  oblained  at  a  reasonable  rale.  One 
of  the  objections  to  making  a  provision  by  law 
Boch  as  was  contemplated,  and  theoaly  one  which 
appeared  to  him  to  have  any  force,  was  that,  by 
destroying  the  competition  between  domestic  and 
foreign  articles,  the  Qovernmeot  would  be  obliged 
to  pay  higher  for  the  tame  articles  ihao  they  now 
do ;  but  It  would  be  seen  by  genilemeti  that  atich 


miliUr;  poat^  wbich  it  is  demgnei  to  ptotaet,  and  ib 
oMDpstonej  to  proMrva  and  debDd  the  fottificatioM 
anoDg  which  it  is  diatribaUd,  and  to  aidinconatrast- 
ing  snch  other  military  works,  if  any,  aa  it  msj  be 
doamadpn^r  to  aract, fcr  the  mors  effectual aocaiiu 
of  the  Diiitad  Sutaa,  and  of  the  Teniloriea  thareeT;  I 
now  transmit  a  report  fiom  the  Eleciataij  of  War, 
which  contains  the  information  daured. 

JAMES  HONSOE. 

Dscnaia  S3,  1817. 

In  oompliuica  with  the  resolution'  of  the  Honae  of 
RipieBBntatives,  reqnesting  the  IVeaident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  "  to  eaaae  lo  be  laid  beibre  the  Ronss  of 
Rqneaantalivea  a  retom  of  the  present  alienglh  of  ths 
Amy  of  the  United  States,  with  Hie  diattibntioa  Ihsie- 
of  among  tbe  aavBral  mililair  peels  vrfaieh  it  k  dcajgn- 
•d  to  protect,  togeAer  with  any  hifctiBaliM  whidi  ha 
Bay  be  able  lo  afioid  lemactiDB  the  eoagpeleB«7  of  aoch 
fbcce  to  praaerva  and  defend  the  fcrtifleat)aIU^  antongrt 
whidi  it  is  diatribntcd,  and  lo  aid  in  oauatmetuif,  and 
to  defcnd  each  other  military  werka,  if  any,  a*  it  m^ 
be  in  the  eontaj^latioit  of  the  Oovemmait  Is  eiao^ 
for  the  more  aOBotiial  aeenrity  of  the  United  Statsi, 
and  of  the  sevenl  Territoriea  thnaof;"  the  Seoataiy 
of  War  has  the  bettor  lo  make  a  ratom  of  the  present 
atrangtb  of  the  Amy  of  the  United  Stale*,  with  dw 
distr^tioalbneof  among  thesevtaial  military  paste 

The  Militaiy  EsUbliahment,  aa  it  now  stands,  ii 
sufficieotl;  extensive  to  keep  the  ibitificationa  in  a  stets 
of  preseivation,  hot  ti  wholly  inadequate  to  defend 
them  against  a  regular  altack  by  a  fince  of  snfficfaat 
strength  and  skill.  To  gsrriaon  lbs  forts  on  the  msr- 
itima  frontier  alone  wonid  reqoire,  acoordiii(  to  the 
best  information  and  eatimatea  of  this  Department, 
mora  than  thrice  onr  present  numlMr,  to  rq>el  the  as- 
sanlts  of  snch  a  force.  Tlie  pordon  of  the  army  sta- 
tioned in  the  nrighborhood  of  fottilcatiODs  now  wect- 
ing,  are  employed  to  aid  in  o 
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Anrmtv  RmotutioHaiy  SoUien. 


H.  0*  R. 


oalj  an  jneoiidderabla  irambaT  h—  yet  baen  n  an- 
gatgad,  »mag  to  ha  Aiptned  ntnatioD.    ThoUKti  not 

iminvdut^  oompMhendad  in  "^ '■' '  •'^- 

HouM),  it  M  but  Jul 

hu  bMn  M>plo7*d 
ysBT,  in  tb*  MiuttiMliaii  of  nadi, 
public  WMka  MMDMtod  iridi  Ow  Mum*  <f  dw  onattT. 
Tba  BxiMiBK  AMi<Mtkau  BM  Ihmvitt  to  W  iA«tt7 
innnffidant  in  the  arant  af  ■  fiUVM  war.  A*  tk»  dae- 
UratioB  of  war  ia  tha  act  of  Ibe  lAt/U  flWWBnily.jna- 
ticfl,  honor,  and  Immaiu^  raqnira  lliat  arei^  portion 
of  th«  attatbrj  ahonld,  •■  &r  aa  pOMbfa,  be  pnttsctad 
ncaiiut  iti  raTa^aa.  This  ia  among  tha  moot  aaoad 
dntiaa  of  tbaOorenunant;  and, impreaaed  with  itaim- 
portanca,  a  boaid  of  th«  moat  akiUnlofficeia  in  OBI  aer- 
■wice  haa  baan  eonititntod,  to  axamine  tha  whola  lino 
of  oni  fivntiar,  and  to  detennin*  on  tha  pontion  and 
extant  of  woAa  that  mij  be  aeeeaaaiy  to  the  defence 
of  the  connti7.  Thia  great  woik  ia  not  fat  completed ; 
uid  in  it!  pteaent  atate  it  ia  tmpoadble  to  ^aak  with 
mny  predaion  u  to  (he  extent  to  whkh  onr  fiiTtiflea- 
tiona  ought  to  be  earned.  The  aoldiarawiQ  be  aUe  to 
render  impMtent  aid  in  oonalmetlng  the  worta  that 
■1^  be  detenntoad  on,  but,  "froia  tha  eompoation  of 
the  einiT."  ihej  am  mly  oona  in  aid  of  lagolai  and 


J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

[The  detail«d  4nd  puticuUi  st«lement  accom- 
panjing  the  report  from  the  Adjutant  Oenetal'a 
office,  sutei  the  ictatl  ntimber  of  the  prntot 
Peace  EsiaUishmenl  at  9S21,  iBclttdbg  otKcen.] 

The  r^ioTt  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

eUBTiriNO  BSVOLOTIOKAKT  BOLDIEBS. 
The  remaiBdcr  of  this  dajr'a  aitting  was  apent 
in  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  eODcera- 
iog  the  aiOTiring  ofBeeraand  aoldieta  of  the  Revo- 
lution. There  wai  much  debate,  occaiionally 
eloqaent,  but  geoerallT  deaultorr,  on  Bmendmaats 
propoaed  to  the  bill,  rat  inroWing  slao  itt  prin- 
plea. 

Mr.  Stbotbbr  said,  that  he  had  not  iotended 
to  trouble  the  HoRM  with  an;  obaetntions  npon 
the  pMwge  of  this  (hU;  bnt  he  aoald  not  Mnain 
aileot,  when,  ttj  the  propoaed  anendineDlj  a  lea' 
ture  waa  enoanvorad  to  be  incerporatad  into  it, 
vbiob,  to  him,  ai^Karod  to  itarrov  the  opwation 
«f  tfae  bill,  and  la  atrip  it,  at  leaet,  of  one  tnoieiy 
af  ita  merit.  Is  it  ja»l,  or  i*  ii  politic,  he  aiked, 
to  diacfimiBate  between  the  Continental  lioeand 
the  Slate  troops,  and  the  militia?  What  ia  the 
profeised  object  of  the  billl  To  provide  for  the 
indigent  loldiets  of  the  Revolution.  What  U  the 
fee\ing  or  seotiment  ffom  which  it  spriQga  1  He 
aaid  he  had  hailed  the  introductioa  of  tbii  bill  as 
an  auapicious  cireumstance— as  a  ^rtftifj  ing  evi- 
dence of  the  re-couDeiioa  of  public  feeling  with 
the  principles  of  the  Revolution.  If  gratitude  be 
the  feeling  or  sentiment  from  whiali  this  bill 
apriogi,  by  what  principle  would  you  limit  and 
confine  it  lo  the  Ccintiaent«l  line  1  la  (be  reaion 
to  be  found  in  the  bright  page  of  your  Bevolu- 
lionary  hiatoiy,  or  in  what  celebrated  ayaiera  of 
ethics  will  yon  Had  iu  jnatifieatioD  1    If,  said  be, 

Ion  look  tu  the  magnitadeof  the  boon  oonfetred, 
ow  awful  ia  the  debt  of  gntilndel  Mark  tble 
aiglity  empin  arising  into  eiiatenee  from  peril 


aod  from  blood,  and  then  sit  down,  If  you  can, 
and,  by  cool  ariibnieti<»I  calealation,  draw  a  line 
of  discrimination  between  thoie  who  gralaitonslf 
bestowed  npon  yoa  that  freedom  and  that  pros- 
perity  you  now  enjoy.  But  why,  uid  he,  aball 
the  militia  be  ezcladed  the  nation's  bounty  f  DM 
they  not  assist  in  the  conflict?  Did  they  not,  half 
armed  and  undiaeiplined,  meet  the  invading  foe, 
and  assist  ia  repelling  him  from  your  shores? 
The  battle  ground  of  Chiilford  speaks  their  enlo- 
ginm ;  Banker's  Hill  is  the  imperiabable  moaa- 
ment  of  their  ralor.  if  motive  givea  eharaelir 
lo  action,  the  indigent  militiaman  has  the  high- 
est  elf im  lo  tfae  interpoaftion  of  tbii  ChiveiniiMnl. 
That  love  of  liberty  and  country,  whieh  elevatta 
man  to  his  highest  destiny,  waa  tfae  sole  emalat. 
ing  ptinoiple  which  gave  coarMC  to  their  hearts, 
and  strength  lo  their  arms,  in  the  hour  of  twt(l& 
Here  were  motives  as  pore,  and  achievements  as 
tnilliant,  ai  illuatrale  the  proudest  nations  of  an- 
tiqoity.  Sir,  aaid  Mr.  S^  tt  is  with  the  deepeal 
regret  that  1  am  driven  to  the  comparison.  I 
would  ask  (hat  hand  to  perish,  thai  wonid  anatefa 
one  leaf  from  that  laurel  that  adorns  tha  brow  <tf 
the  Revolutionary  army;  but  it  mast  be  admit- 
ted (hat  the  Continental  arniy,  had  a  mixed  and 
eomponnd  motive;  the  holy  nime  that  then  elec- 
trified tfae  country  no  donbt  burnt  bright  in  theli 


bosoms;  bnt  they  were  sorronnded  by  all  the 
pride,  pomp,  and  eironmaiance  of  glorlotn  war; 
ambition  had  his  prize  fa  view,  and  avarice  his 


eward.  But  why  shall  thia  invidious  distinetioa 
be  drawn  in  our  legislative  proviaions  ?  Let  na- 
tional pride,  let  national  gratitude,  obliterate  it 
forever.  Length  of  aervice,  aaid  he,  la  aertterion 
of  merit  equally  fallaeioas  and  unjuai.  With 
the  beat  poasible  dispaaition  to  render  services, 
onfavoiable  citcumstanees  may  doem  one  aoldier 
to  waste  bis  energies  in  in^lorioas  ease,  whilst 
olbere,  (avored  by  more  aospieioos  fortune,  ttiay, 
within  a  comparatirdy  abort  period,  have  fi^ 
queaily  been  led  to  battle,  and,  by  their  persoaal 
proweea,  have  contributed  to  tfae  emaniclpatioa 
of  their  country.  Within  the  experience  ofmany 
members  of  this  Committee,  these  facts  hare  oe- 
cgrred,  and  they  are  within  the  obaerratioa  of 
all;  shall  we,  tneo,  he  aakedj  with  these  Acts 
ringing  in  our  ears,  and  occurring  recently  before 
our  eyes,  admit  a  prineiple  so  deceptive  and  ao 
iitequiUDle?  Sit.  aaid  Hr.  8.,  I  bad  viewed  thia 
bill  in  a  different  light ;  I  had  considered  it  ema- 
nating from  feelings  of  mingled  respect  and  syra- 
paihf;  as  a  homage  paid  to  that  stoic  foriitDde 
and  heroic  courage  that  reclaimed  a  hemispfaere 
from  slavery;  as  a  tribateof  respect  to  sagea  who 
conceived  and  framed  a  Qovernmeni,  embracing 
in  its  gi^niK  arms  an  entire  con  tin  eat,  protect- 
ing ita  inbabiiants  in  the  enjoyment  of  treedom 
and  bappioess.  This  House,  said  fae,  canaot  more 
appropriately  evince  tfaeae  feetinn  than  by  reject- 
ing the  proMsed  ameodmeot.  AH  who  coatrlb- 
nied  to  build  np  our  magnificent  political  fabric, 
afaould  be  embraced  in  the  wide  circle  of  grati' 
tnde.  Permit  not  him,  who,  in  the  pride  of  vigor 
and  of  youth,  waated  his  health  and  shed  bis 
Ueod  in  freedom's  cause,  with  dtaponding  heart 
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ud  pBl«i«d  lk>b«  U>  totter  Tiom  dsor  to  door, 
bowiDg  hia  yet  onUmed  cool  lo  meli  (he  frozen 
boion  of  ic[iiclaiit  eberity  I  No,  «ir,  be  uid,  the 
ution  ahoald  leek  out  iheie  noble  inins  of  Ibat 
splendid  period,  kod  apread  itt  charity  aioand  (o 
vum  ind  cbeer  them  Into  a  forgelfuben  of  their 
-frrong*  and  their  mttowh,  io  ibe  evening  of  ibeir 
dtye.  Mr.  B.  eooclnded  by  remarkiac,  that  he 
Satlercd  bimwlf  the  amendment  would  not  ob- 
taio.    The  object  of  the  bill  icem*  to  conaeci 

Ktitude  and  charitr,  acrviee  and  diilrew.  The 
m«  of  national  cbartiy  aboold  not  be  concen- 
tiated  on  Uie  bead  of  toe  ealiiied  loldier;  the 
b«MDs  of  national  beneficence  ihoold  cqaelly  vitit 
the  domicil  of  the  mililiaman,  aod  conTcy  com- 
fort to  hi(  Areiidc. 
MeBsrt.Bu)0iiFiiLD,WAi,»B,6ABNBTTjHAB- 

BIBOB,  COMarOCK,  PaLHSR,  LiTBByOBB,  TniH- 

aiA  and  Bbba,  enccesairelT  joined  in  the  debai& 
The  princiiNU  qnetiioo  before  ihe  Commiiiee 
of  iho  Whole  wa>  on  the  amendment  propoted 
by  GeoeraJ  Hauison;  whiob  was  to  eitike  oat 
the  two  Grat  seelioni  of  the  preaent  bill,  and  in- 
eert,  in  lieu  thereof,  other  aeetion*,  prOTiding  that 
•Tcry  ScToIationary  otBcet  nod  wldier,  who 
formed  a  part  of  the  Mililary  Sttabliihment  of 
the  Unitca  State*  at  the  eiooe  of  the  war,  or  who 
pttTioDaly  thereto  aerTcd  not  lera  than  three 
yean,  and  rceeired  an  honorable  discharge,  ahall 
neeiTeapenaion:  if  an  officer,  of  half  pay;  if  a 
priTBie,  of  five  doUara  per  mooih ;  bat  no  officer'* 
peoaioa  to  ejceed  the  half  pay  of  a  lieateDaot 
colonel,  ftc> 
The  quaation  on  ibi*  motion  wa*  not  taken  be- 


TuBSDAT,  December  23. 

Mr.  Sbbobakt  pieaeoted  a  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Manager*  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  pray- 
ing that  aU  lettera  and  packeta  aent  lo,  or  front 
their  preaident,  aecretariea,  and  treaaurer,  on  the 
buaineaa  of  the  Sociery,  may  be  tent  free  of  poai- 
age,nndei  aneb  regnlationeei  Congreaa  may  utink 
proper  to  impoae  j  which  wai  referred  to  a  select 
eommitlee;  and  Mr.  BBBaB4irr,Mr.BBTAM,  Mr. 
Mbbobb,  Hr,  Tatlob,  and  Mr.  Mohtob,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  SaBenART  also  fwcaented  a  petition  of  the 
Boud  of  Hanagen  of  tbe  Philadelphia  Bible  So> 
ciety,  praying  toat  the  dntiea  impoeed  on  ttereo- 
in  pbte^  already  imported  into  the  United 
Siatea,  ana  deaigned  for  the  printing  of  tbe  Holy 
Scriptorev,  may  be  remitted }  that  ail  dntiee  in- 
carred  on  the  importation  of  the  said  Scriptures, 

E rioted  in  foreign  Inoguagei  for  gratuiioua  diatti- 
ntion,  may  also  be  remitted,  and  that  ioipiia] 
wiiiinga  in  foreign  iBoguaeet,  hereaf^r  imported, 
may  be  imported  free  of  on ty,— Referred  to  tbe 
committee  last  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floio,  a  committee  waa  ap- 
pointed to  ioqaiie  into  tbe  expnilency  of  extend- 
ug  the  privil^e  of  franking  to  one  person  in  each 
of  the  Siatea  and  Territories  of  tbe  United  States, 
who  ahaii  be  appointed  by  the  Gtorernot  or  Le- 


gialatnre  thereof,  for  the  paipoae  of  dislriboting 
tbe  necine  matter,  within  sncb  State  or  Term- 
lory;  and  that  tbey  have  leave  lo  report  b;  bill 
or  olherwiae;  and  Mr.  Flotd,  Ur.  Abbott,  and 
Mr.  Sbtibbt,  were  appoint«l  the  eommiiiee. 

Hr.  BonBBTBOB  mede  a  report  en  the  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trvaanry,  oBeemiag 
Ihe  islands  in  the  liven  panng  tbrongh  the  pub- 
lie  laada;  which  was  read,  and  iha  reaolntio* 
iherdo  contained  waacoBearred  in  by  the  Honse, 
aa  follows : 

Aefofnet^  That  it  is  inexpedient,  in  this  panic- 
alar,  to  alter  the  law  reflating  ihe  larreys  of 
the  poblie  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmbb,  of  Hassachosetlt, 
the  Committee  oo  the  Judiciary  were  iaatraeied 
to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  proriding,  by  law, 
forappointtDgjiuticesoicoDserTBiorsof  t^epeae^ 
or  other  magistrates,  anthoriEed  to  enforce  the 
execution  of  tbe  laws  of  the  United  Slates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ubbbick,  the  Commiiiee  oB 
the  Jadiciary  were  instructed  to  Ioqaiie  into  tha 
expediency  of  providing,  bjr  law,  [or  inereasini; 
the  compensation  paid  lo  jbiocs  and  wiineaies, 
summoned  to  aiiend  the  aereral  court*  of  tha 
United  State*. 

JDDIOUL  RECOBDS. 

Mi.  HnoB  Neuom  from  Ihe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciarvj  who  were  iniitucied  to  inquire  whethtt 
any,  and  if  any,  what  legal  |)rori*ioas  are  aeeea- 
sa^  to  prescribe  the  effect  which  tbe  public  acts, 
records,  and  judicial  proceeding*  of  each  Slate, 
shall  have  in  the  courts  of  every  othei  State, 
made  a  report  thereon,  which  wa*  read ;  when, 
Mt.N.  reported  n  bill  lopreecribe  tbe  effect  whidli 
certain  recnrd*  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the 
court*  of  each  State,  ahali  have  in  every  other 
State  of  the  United  State* ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

Hat,  npMi  inquiry,  it  ia  aacMtamad  that  vaitmi*  and 
eentndioloiT  dMiaooa  have  been  nude  bmm  tha  a»- 
aboctiMt  of  Ihe  Mt  of  Cangreas  ntitM  •'is  act  to  M- 


dicial  proceedinga,  in  each  8W4  abai  ke  autksntieatad 
ao  aa  lo  take  aSb^iB  ererj  othsrttatat"  frtuch  waa  paaaed 
the  38lh  May,  1790.  loaoiMaf  UwoMrtaithaabesB 
decided  that  the  reeeidaofjudgnkenta  cosning  ftom  other 
Statea  anthenticated  in  ths  manner  preeeiibed  in  the  act 
are  upon  the  aama  footing  *afbiMgajud|aMnla;  that 
they  ere  merely  prima /ode  evidence  of  the  debt  or 
demand,  which  evidence  may  be  inqoired  into  and  re- 
bntted  by  axtraneona  proof;  end,  finely,  that  tbe 
original  caofa  of  actiBii  may  be  again  inveaUgalad.  In 
other  courts,  it  baa  been  decided  thet  eBcli  meorda  an 
ooncloaivB  eridenee  of  the  dd>t,  end  caixnot  be  im- 
peadied  but  upon  some  ground  or  iact  occarrint  s^*' 
die  rendition  ii  the  jod^iant. 

Tool  oommiltee  ere  of  opinion  that  Cougiaaa  bat 
not  yet  exacnted  the  power  given  by  the  ConalitntioB 
«l  praaaribingtba«dbettriudk  each  reeerdeahall  have. 
At  all  evonla,  eo  moth  doobt  rest*  upon  the  qneelioD, 
that,  in  tbe  omnion  of  your  oamBittes^  H  is  h^Uy  ex- 
pedient that  Congreaa  ahoaldintaqieaa  bf  a  law  which 


fa  fixed 
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htdemnitgjor  SaMt— Oue  tfSlr.  Meade. 


VBd  Mftain  mle,  wBI  vim  eonfidanca  mnd  •aaanVj  M 
oonunocui  men  in  STMr  part  of  the  Uniud  Stataa. 
The;  hK*B  lltardbn  impand  •  UH,  whicli  i*  herawilh 


INDEUNFIT  FOB  SLAVES. 

Mr.  WiLUAMB,  Trom  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  irma  reftrted  ihe  report  of  the  Secreiiry 
of  Siftte  on  the  petitioQs  of  Aotoine  Bieoveaa, 
P«t«r  Licode,  sad  JKcqaes  Tiller^,  citizena  of 
LouisiiDa,  made  to  the  Hoase  the  foltowing  re- 
port ;  which  tru  concarred  ia  by  Ibe  Hoose  : 

Tbat  tlie  petilioaa  anil  acMmpanyiog  docnmaota 
were,  bj  a  n«ci]|itioa  of  the  39th  of  JaQiiar;  laat,  re- 
fcrred  U>  the  Secretarj  of  Stita  ;  that  the  SecteUij  of 
Slate  haa  aobmittad  to  the  Houaa  a  report,  {hereto 
umexad,)  wUch  the  committee  beg  leave  to  adopt  a« 
»  rait  of  flieir  raport. 

Tba  CMnmitlaB  of  CUma  would  at  an;  time  im- 
tetaka  with  ftmt  diffidanca  to  diaooaa  pnndptaa  of 
naliootl  law,  or  aattle  qiMa^oni  of  oontMitiatiai  li^ 
Bat  at  Itii*  time  it  wwtld,  in  thair  o^aoan,  ba  paon- 
liail;  in  dalioate,  if  iM>t  pramatUTe,  Im  Coufreaa  to  adopt 
an;  maMate  whatevar.  It  voold  aaam  to  them  mere 
corroct  tliat  the  aabject  of  the  pelition*  ilioold  await 
the  raanlt  of  a  napttiatian  now  paoding  between  the 
OovBinmeDta  of  the  United  Btataa  and  Great  Britain. 
Th^  therefore  roMuamend  to  the  Howe  &e  IbUawing 

iterahed,  Tbrnt  the  petitioaen  hate  laava  to  with- 
draw their  peti^ona  and  docsiaenta. 


"He  8ecnt*i7  of  Staler  to  whom,  b; 
tha  Hooaa  of  BeprewnWJTea  of  the  WA  ill  JanDar; 
lai^  wan  lailriei  the  patMeua  ot  Ammne  Bianvana, 
Palai  La«oaia,aaid  Jaeqnaa  VMlart,  litJMna  of  Lonia. 


of  tha  lata  war,  tha;  eaniad  awa;  a  ooiuMaraUa  MUB- 
bar  of  ilaraa  bakmfing  to  tham ;  the  rettontion  of 
whiah  waa,  after  dte  raiiAMiofl  of  the  trea^  of  peace, 
demanded  byOaneralJaekaoBiemiforinaUytolMfiiat 
articleofdwttraat;,eflheBritiahcammandiiigr''  — 


to  CoBgNaifcriBdamun;fwihelaaiofthebpiapart;. 
StibeefDaDtlT  to  Iha  raHMaiMa  of  theaa  petitiona,  a 


MeBaa(«&om  the  FreaideQt  to  the  Senate  ^tbaUni- 
tad  Btatcawa^  (m  the  7th  of  Fabmai;  laal,  tranamitted, 
to  that  bod;,  with  aH  the  doeomenti  then  in  the  poa- 
■BMOn  of  ttda  Department  relating  to  the  anbJaot  of 
theae  petition* ;  a  printed  c^j  of  that  Meaaage  and 
of  thoae  documents  is  hsrewitn  tranamitted,  whidi  it 


eonstmctian  ha*  been  giTon  bj  the  British  Gorera- 
ment  to  that  part  of  the  first  article  tf  the  Treat;  of 
fBient  whidk  relalea  to  Uie  reatitnttmi  of  alaraa  ea^ 
tared  daring  the  war,  from  that  contended  Ibr  b;  thia 
Goremmant.  That,  according  to  their  eoDatineaou, 
Oa  Biftiah  OararaiMBt  hare  not  ooMiderad  Ibamaatre* 
beond  to  make  reatitadon  of  an;  of  tha  alavea  M  other 
propert;  thoa  taken  and  eaniad  awa; ;  and  that  (he 
difirenco  of  ophtioD  between  (he  two  GoremiDNUs 
lamaining,  after  all  the  amicable  diaooMion  batwean 
&«nof  which  the  sa»BCt  was  snaceptiUe,  apropoaal 
waa  made*  on  the  part  of  tha  United  Btataa,  on  the 


ITthol 

thispropoaal  noaj ..    . 

haajetbeenreceiTed.    Theirai 

intited  b;  the  late  Minister  of  the  United  Butaa  in 
England,  before  he  left  London,  and  haa  been  urged 

All  which  is  respectfiiUT  sobmitted. 

JOHN  (jClHCr  ADAH8. 

THE  CASE  OF  MK.  MEADE. 

Mr.  Tbihble,  of  Eencack^,  offered  foiconiid- 
ermtlon  the  foUowIng  reaolotion: 

Jietokcd,  That  the  Fraaident  of  Ih*  United  Btataa 
be  reqnwted  to  caose  to  be  laid  befora  the  Hooao  an; 
infbrmatioD  he  m«;  ba  able  to  communicate  rdatira 
to  the  imprenrnent  and  detention  of  Richard  Cowlafi 
Meade,  ■  citiien  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  T.  said  that,  baring  offered  the  reaolation, 
it  might  be  expected  that  be  would  gireaoma 
explanation  of  the  ease  to  which  it  alludes.  Ha 
had  a  tight  to  presnme  that  erarv  member  of  the 
Uonae  nad  heard  of  the  conntwnient  of  Hr. 
Heade.  More  than  three  fetra  ago  thai  gtatl^ 
man  had  been  iDcareenited  La  a  Bpanlao  dim- 
geoB,  where  he  bad  ever  aioee  remained.  It  wa> 
within  bi«  (Mr.  T.'s)  recolleetion,  ihai  manf 
penoM  bad  expected  thai  the  last  Congrev 
would  hare  caused  an  inqnirr  lo  ha  made  into 
the  subject;  but,  since  that  period,  the  ease  had 
aaaumed  a  new  character,  of  moat  exltaordinarj 
oomulexioD.  It  was  well  known,  be  said,  that 
Mr.  Meade  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
he  beliered,  was,  at  one  time,  au  aearediiad 
Consul,  resident  iu  some  part  of  the  Spanish  di^ 
minloDs.  £ither  character  ought  t  ' 
id   on 


harepro- 
___    __lra«.    Ba^ 

unfortunatelr  for  him,  they  did  not.    The  ea 


tected   him   from   riolence   and 


which  produced  his  confinement  were  noknowv 
to  Mr.  T.— ihey  were  probably  btiriad  in  ibe 
TBults  of  lite  loqnisilioa.  Thtt,  howarar,  was 
of  little  cofuequence,  if  the  facta  which  he  waa 
about  to  state  were  true;  and  tbat  tbey  are  true 
was  eTboed,  be  said,  hj  a  document  which  he 
held  in  hie  band,  and  whioh,  he  said,  otroek  tha 
mind  with  as  much  foree  a*  if  it  wa*  marktd 
with  the  characters  of  official  certaintjr.  I  am 
prepared,  said  he,  to  admit,  tbat  if  a  citisen  of 
the  United  States  shall  Tiotaie  the  penal  otcrira- 
inal  code  of  any  other  oouatty,  be  must  anbiuit 
10  the  punishment  which  may  be  inflicted  on 
him  i  but  such  is  not  the  case  of  Mr.  Meade-  It 
was  not  contended,  he  said,  that  the  person  in 
qoestion  had  riolaled  the  letter  or  spirit  of  any 
part  of  the  penal  or  criminal  code  of  Spain— 
and.  on  the  contrary,  the  dooument  which  ha 
held  in  his  hand  afforded  the  highest  eTidanea 
that  there  waa  no  oanae  of  complaint  agaiut 
him.  Upon  some  urgent  and  rigorous  remon- 
strances being  made  on  tbia  subject  by  our  Mia* 
ister,  Mr.  Erring,  t  public  notoriim  royal  ord«r 
was  isaued.  Mark  me,  sir,  aaid  he— a  pu^  no- 
toriotu  royal  trder,  announcing  to  Spain,  to 
America,  and  the  whole  world,  that  there  was 
no  caute  for  the  detention  of  Mt.  Maade,  ana 
directing  hi*  immedinte  leleaaeneDl.    How  tha 
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■chiKg  heart  of  Mr.  Hcade  must  haTe  throbbed 
snd  iwellcd,  cheered  with  the  prospect  of  lea*- 
ing  in  a  few  houn  his  loathsome,  pestilential 
dtiDeeOD,  to  breathe  once  more  the  free  and 
irbolesome  air  I  How  it  most  hare  aaok  and 
died  within  him,  whea  the  dooTa  of  hia  "  prison 
house"  were  UDbarred  by  a  meagre  miDloo,  who 
had  come  skulkioff  through  the  vaulta  of  those 
abodes  of  death,  with  another  wcre<  order.  Mark 
me  af  Bin,  sir— another  aeoret  order  isBued  at  the 
nme  time,  under  (he  same  roval  signature,  ooin- 
manding  hts  keeper  to  hold  the  prisoner  at  his 

fieril.  Yes,  air,  one  order,  public  and  notorious 
in  his  releasement,  and  another  secret  order  for 
conflnement,  of  the  mme  date,  and  under  the 
•ame  rojral  signature.  If  these  fkctsbetrue,  the 
case  stands  without  a  parallel  in  ancient  or  mod- 
era  times.  Bren  the  case  of  Czernej  George 
ha*  no  similitude ;  he  was  a  mtmiter,  ereooted 
hv  the  Tutic,  because  he  bad,  in  cold  blood, 
plunged  his  sabre  through  the  neart  of  his  own 
father.  Wheieas  Mr.  bbade  is  acknowledged  to 
be  an  innocent  victim,  sufiering  nnder  toy al  dis- 
pleasure. I  will  not  attempt,  said  Mr.  T.,  to 
pafnt  the  horrors  of  a  Bpanish  dungeon,  or  the 
atekenings  of  hope  at  i)rotrBeted  confinement. 
It  is  not  mr  wish  to  excite  public  feeling,  and  I 
utterly  disclaim  all  intention  of  eonoectm'g  this 
eubjeet  with  other  quesiiona,  now  under  di>cua- 
aion,  or  which  may  fall  nnder  diicusaion,  be- 
tween this  Qorernment  and  Spain.  Mr.  T. 
averred  also  that  be  bed  entire  coofideoee  iir  the 
late  and  present  Execmire  heada  of  the  Oor- 
ernment,  and  had  no  donbt  that  ererything  which 
ecniid  be  done  had  been  done  in  twhalfof  Hr. 
Made.  But  he  held  it  the  duty  of  this  House, 
to  inquire  tato  this  (he  would  again  call  it)  ez-' 
ttaordimry  case,  end,  if  the  facta  and  eiream- 
■tances  sbatl  require  it,  make  such  expression  of 
iu  opiDJon  as  will  add  weight  and  force  Co  fature 
BzecntiTe  exertions.  If  the  case  were  as  well- 
fotmded  rumor  told,  be  for  one  was  ready  to 
Ttduateer  his  arm  in  defence  of  Mr.  Meade,  and 
breast  the  storm.  unKearing  conseoaences.  For, 
aaid  he,  while  I  aan  tlie  hooor  of  a  seat  in  this 
Roosa  ae  lawless  despot  shall  lay  an  angry ^- 
|w  on  a  fellow-citizen  of  mine,  without  the  naz- 
srd  of  bringing  ihatjlflfcr  to  the  block.  He  was 
one  of  those,  he  aai^  who  were  wiUlng  to  beliere 
that  wa  ouBhl  aot  at  this  time  uselessly  to  em- 
broil oarsefTea  with  any  foreign  Power ;  and  he 
was  thoroughly  eatitSed  that  it  is  oor  best  and 
wiaesl  policy  to  husband  our  resoarcea,  oar  men, 
tod  our  means,  to  meet  the  coming  conflict  with 
the  only  nation  that  dare  strike  us  upon  the 
land  or  on  the  water — the  only  nation  that  can 
acnd  OS  a  Hannibal,  or  whom  we  shall  revisit 
with  a  Scipio— that  naiion  who  has  already 
sacked  our  infant  Rome,  and  whose  proud  Car- 
thage we  ahall  one  day  humble  in  the  dnit, 
aweep  with  the  besom  of  retributive  desolation. 
Bat,  said  he,  there  are  no  present  cirenmsiances, 
or  looked  for  erenis,  that  ought  to  incline  as  to 
iiarden  our  ears,  that  we  may  not  hear  the  calls 
of  a  aufiering  citizen,  imploring  oar  protection. 
Solon,  1  think  it  wa^  npon  being  asket),  "  What 


form  of  GhvernmeDt  is  beat?"  replied,  "That 
form  in  which  the  smallest  insult  offered  to  the 
meanest  citizen  is  considered  so  injory  to  the 
whole  community."  Could  a  better  maxim  be 
adopted  in  a  Govnnment  like  oars?  Is  then 
anything  which  so  exactly  accords  with  the  prin- 
ciples  o?  our  Constitution  7  This,  it  is  trae,  u 
but  a  single  iastaoce  of  indiTiduaJ  oppreaaioni 
bat  the  outrage  done  lo  ibe  personal  right*  of  the 
victim;  the  infraclion  of  national  law;  and  the 
affront,  the  insult  offered  lo  onr  Gorernmeot,  i* 
exactly  the  same  as  If  half  a  million  had  been 
incarcerated;  for  be  held  that  our  sysiem  of 
Oovemment  ia  the  true  poetic  chain,  which  links 
ns  together  as  a  band  of  brothers— and 
"  If  &om  thai  chain  a  nngle  lijik  joa  atrike, 
"  Ten,  or  ten  thonsanil,  brssk  the  chain  alike." 
We  are  bomid,  air,  aaid  Hr.  T.,  andor  otn 
CoBitltntian,  to  protect  the  life,  lifaerty,  atid  prfi^ 
city  of  every  eituen  of  oor  cotmtry.  But  wlt«n 
may  he  elaim  that  pioleotion  1  Or  rather,  irbere 
shall  hia  right  to  claim  it  cease  9  Is  it  eon&netf 
to  the  limits  of  the  Uniool  or  does  it  not  ex- 
tend to  the  remotest  region  of  the  globe,  ^whiek 
is  visited  bv  our  people?  May  the  citizen  claim 
it  against  the  savages  of  the  Western  wilds,  and 
is  he  not  entitled  to  it  among  the  still  more  law- 
less chieftains  of  adecaying,  perisbing,  and  ruined 
monarchy  T  It  is  not  m  this  land  of  liberty  that 
the  citizen  need  call  for  protection ;  here  it  come^ 
as  it  were,  unbidden,  to  encompass  him  aboHtj 
but  when  oppreaaion  falls  npan  fiiiB  in  a  foreiga 
lani^  among  unngMn,  friendUstaBd  unpniaeted, 
his  aupplioatiBg  voioa  ehfitild  not  be  heard  ia 
jhia  i  for  averyihing  wbifth  ia  obligatory  ia  the 
iDcial  oodapnot,  or  honixabla  in  hunaniiy,  ealb 


for  and  eomnaands  yonr  proteoiun,  aa  if  he  alood 
open  the  saered  soil  that  a —  "--'—  *'    '      "" 
f  US,  said   Ur.   T.^ 


gave  him  bitlb.  Who 
x~  ID  the  oouditioB  of  Hr. 
Heade,  would  not  ask  thisiBquiry  of  thisHoosef 
Which  of  us  will  refuse  it?  lor  (be  honor  of  ny 
country  I  hope  there  is  not  one. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  T.  was  agreed  to  without 
opposition  or  further  debate. 

RBVOLUTIONAST  BUBTITOS*. 
TheHoiMe  having  resolved  ibelf  into  a  Oom- 
mltcee  of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  concerning  the 
surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Rerolit- 
tionajy  war- 
Mr.  FoKBTTH  regretted  that  the  amendments 
C reposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  not 
eeo  printed,  as  the  object  bo  had  in  view  waa 
not  understood  by  Ibe  Committee.  Every  gen- 
tleman Who  bad  discussed  the  subject  since  they 
were  introduced  appeared  to  think  it  was  pro- 
posed to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  all 
the  aotviviag  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army. 
Thia  was  not  the  case.  The  proposition  is  (o 
ctaanga  the  application  of  the  piineiple,  and,  to 
a  certain  extant,  to  enlarge  the  provisioa  of  !«• 
lief}  but  the  priocipLe  of  the  bill  and  the  amende 
meats  were  essentially  the  same.  Both  contem- 
plated relief  to  indigenee  only.  If  he  understood 
the  proposition,  (and  if  he  did  not  be  hoped  lo  be 
corrected)   the  alterations   pioposed  were:  To 
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s  claimiD^ 


,  at  vaeh,  were  to  receive  the  pen- 
sion ofl^red  by  tke  GoveromeDt  w  the  gvodueiioi 
.of  the  evidenee  of  serviee  dniing  the  lUvela- 
tiooatf  war ;  it  wm*  left  to  hii  own  honor  to 
detemuae  bow  for  hia  poveilr  entitled  him  to 
the  boDntj  of  Ooreument:  To  stuliiale  tbc 
amonat  of  peaiion  bf  the  ra«k  of  (he  <Acer, 
clogged  wita  ibo  limitation  of  tbe  oriKiaal  bill, 
that  no  peoiion  Bhoold  exceed  Ibe  half  pay  of  a 
lieatenaot  colonel:  To  ^re  lo  e?er^  Rarolu- 
tiooary  ofBcer  in  the  Mmce  of  the  United  Blalea 
MDce  the  peace  of  1783,  aod  who  haa  been  dia- 
banded,  pay  according  to  the  rank  he  lait  held  in 
the  Army.  Mr.  F.  wa*  friendly  to  the  fint  part 
□f  this  propoNiion ;  he  did  not  think  that  it  wai 
eithei  ridicaton*  or  di^raoeful  for  an  individaal 
to  coafeia  hia  indigence,  and  aceept  a  support 
flom  the  GoTernment  (u  ihii  eoantir ;  bat  he 
waa  anxious  to  lave  those  who  oaght  to  bt  re- 
lieved from  the  hamilialiag  neeeMity  of  seareh- 
ing  for  evidence  of  the  preciM  qnantum  of 
their    property,   or   producing  lurgeonB'  aertifi- 


catea  of  Uie  itato  at  their  bodily  atrength. 
waa  aware  that  tome  impaaitions  would  be  ptao- 
tiaed,  but  he  preferred  that  the  Qoverameot 
■hould  lose  a  few  hundred  dollars  to  the  risk  of 
deprtring  a  single  luSering  officer  or  soldier  of 
the  pittance  proposed  to  be  allowed,  from  the 
operation  of  even  a  false  delieaev.  A>,  however, 
the  original  bill,  by  npere  verbal  modification, 
would  produce  the  same  end,  he  should  vote 
agaiut  the  amendment  propoaed  |  because  of  its 
coBtKxioa  with  the  other  alteration  he  deemed 
iaadtniMible.  The  g^adtiaiion  of  the  pay  aecord- 
ing  to  tank  was  a  work  of  nnnecewary  detail ;  it 
could  make  tbc  limitatioa  bat  a  faw  dollars  dif- 
feeenee  to  tke  highest  rank,  and.  Heaven  knotn, 
twenty  dollars  per  motitb  waa  bat  a  poor  inbusi- 
ence  for  aoy  man  who  had  ever  been  aeena- 
tomed  to  live  like  an  officer.  Baeidea,  the  Com- 
mittee were  relieving  the  wants  of  the  Rufiertag, 
not  r^ulaiiog  the  emoloment*  of  rank;  aad  he 
waa  ecfpfident  no  general  officer  would  regret 
that,  after  being  reduced  te  the  half  pay    " 


lieutenant  colonel. 


I  should   have  the 


same  allowance  that  waa  given  to  himself. 
F.  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  ground  npon 
which  the  last  proposition  was  defended;  upon 
what  priocipls  the  rank  of  an  officer  of  the  Army 
subsequent  to  1783  was  to  be  considcied  as  enti- 
tling him  to  the  emolnmentB  given  to  ihow  of 
the  same  rank  prior  to  that  period.  If  a  discrimi- 
nation was  made,  it  ought  to  be  in  favor  of  those 
who  never  had  been  subscqaeatly  employed. 
Those  retained  in  service,  or  subsequently  reap- 
pointed, bad,  to  a  certain  extent,  enjoyed  toe 
bounty  of  the  Qovetoment :  instead  of  deserving 
more,  they  were,  on  that  account,  entitled  to  less 
thin  their  fellow  officers,  who  have  not  experi- 
enced the  same  good  foritine.  Mr.  F.  was,  there- 
fore, opposed  to  the  ptopoeed  change.  With  the 
great  m^ority  of  the  House,  ha  was  disposed, 
after  the  vettwl  modification  to  wUcb  he  Ima 


alluded  ahoold  be  made,  to  volt  ibr  the  bill  witk- 
ont  scanning  too  eurioiulr  the  motives  of  hia 
coadnet.    It  was  enough  lor  him  I    ' 


could  be  done  without  the  violation  of  principte. 
or  the  establishment  of  a  dangeroas  precedent,  if 
his  voice  could  effect  it,  it  sfaonid  be  done.  He 
must  protest,  however,  against  the  doctrine  ad- 
vanced by  sevetal  geatktnen,  that  these  individ- 
oals  had  claims  upon  the  justice  of  the  country 
for  peconiary  anbtanee.  An  hoDorable  gentle- 
man from  Kealocky,  (Mr.  TamaLB.)  and  th» 
honorable  gentlamao  from  Ibe  State  of  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Bhitb,)  had  told  the  Committee  thUsoma 
rcmaneruion  was  due,  since  the  commutation  of 
five  ycMs'  fall  pay  for  the  promised  half-pay  fbr' 
life  was  forced  apon  the  officers  at  the  close  tk 
the  war.  The  tseamhie  of  the  roolation  of 
Congress  ofieriag  (fata  alteinaiive  decUrea  that 
the  ofiisr  waa  made  at  the  request  of  the  Army— 
a  boon  gianled  to  their  solicitation,  and  for  tb* 
reaaoiu  stated  in  their  petition  to  that  body. 
At  this  dav  it  is  too  late  to  complain  of  their 
cboiec.  The  Qovernmeat,  according  lo  its  abil- 
ity, dealt  with  them  as  with  all  its  creditors,  anA 
dutinetion  cannot  be  made  in  their  favor  with- 
out injustice  to  all  those  to  whom  it  was  indebted. 
It  is  nofortunaiely  true,  tlut  before  the  United 
State*  conld  redeem  its  manavcd  obligation,  the 
original  claimants  had  pariea  with  their  tight ; 
and,aiibaugh  the  Treasury  fiaid  every  ahiSing 
in  the  pound,  principal  and  interest,  ihoae  who 
earned  did  not  reoeiva  the  allowance.  The  tina* 
was  when  a  jest  discrimination  in  their  favor 
might  have  been ;  but  the  opportunity  wat  sao- 
riSced  to  the  chimerical  notion  of  laying  deep 
■nd  broad  the  foondaitoa  of  the  public  ersdit,  by 
securing  immense  wealth  to  those  who  had  spoo- 
ulated  upon  the  snppoeed  pabHc  insolveney. 
The  obligation  of  naonejr  was  paid  to  thoae  ta 
whom  the  right  of  reedving  it  was  asrigoed. 
That  improvidence,  or  neceasity,  or  want  of  jnat 
ooo£dence  in  ihe  resources  of  the  country,  ii»- 
dticcd  the  original  holders  to  part  with  (heir  d»- 
mands,  is  to  be  deeply  regretted ;  but  the  faslt 
was  001  oars,  and  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  remedy 
it.  We  owe  the  Bevolniionary  officers  no  debt. 
Mr.  F.  said,  he  spoke  not  of  the  moral  oUigatiott 
for  tha  achievement  of  independcacs  aim  tha 
security  of  pnUie  ud  indiviaual  liberty.  Tha 
benefits  which  they  had  bestowed  were  infiniter 


cured  their  enjoyment,  who  established  the  Inde- 
pendence of  their  coaniry,  have  eajoyed.  In  com- 
mon with  their  feltow-eiliiens.  those  inestimable 
Ueasings.  Nay,  more,  they  have  been,  at  all 
times,  the  peculiar  objects  of  the  patronage  of 
the  Qorernment,  and  of  the  people's  love.  Rev- 
olutionary service  is  the  passport  lu  office  and  u> 
the  con6d*a«e  of  their  fellow- oitixeai.  There 
we  SMH  iMiaaocBjof-t.cootnry  eharacicr,  but 
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ibef  are  only  excWiooi  to  ■  gweral  nila,  >ris- 
ifflg  from  tome  aafsiiuiiate  political  opiaionE,  oi 
from  the  cbaracler  of  the  indiTJdatl.  Of  iht 
trnth  of  Ibis  Blatemeot,  a  rfferenee  tDigbt  be 
made  to  the  history  of  tbe  public  offices  ia  tbe 
Qeneral  GoTeromeDl.  Ef  en  ondei  his  eye  there 
ireie  striking  examples  of  it.  What  gtve  to  the 
hoDormble  ohairman  who  repotted  tbe  bill  (Mr, 
BLoOMruLD)  the  anderiaiiDg  stippoit  of  his  fel' 
Ltw-eitizeus  m  New  Jersey ;  tbat  raised  him  from 
office  to  office,  natil  he  was  elected  to  the  Ezei>' 
ative  Chair,  and  ihence  as  their  Representatire 
in  Ibis  Hall  ?  Was  it  bit  pure  integtily,  his  good 
iCBse;  his  upright  character,  and  aDdeviaiing  po- 
litical eoasiitencyl  There  were  matiy  mea  in 
New  Jersey,  who,  in  alt  these  qoalitiee,  might 
hope  to  cqnal  htm ;  bat  to  all  these  be  added  the 
important  requisite  of  Rerolatioairy  serriee. 
The  other  honorable  member  of  the  committee, 
who  was  the  zealous  adrocaie  of  the  bill,  (Mr. 
Shitb}— what  bad  secured  to  bim,  for  so  maDv 
years,  the  coofidence  of  the  Stale  of  Haryland. 
or  of  the  district  in  which  he  liresl  He  servetl 
duriiig  the  Rerolntiotiary  war.  Liviug  io  a  city, 
Ur.  F.  would  noteall  it  factious,  bat  certaloly 
distinguished  by  tbe  violenee  of  its  political  feel- 
isgs,  what  has  >i  all  times  eosbled  bim,  if  not  to 
satisfy  its  expectations,  at  least  to  tweape  the  con 
sequences  of  its  resentment?  Is  it  his  powerful 
intellect  and  eztensive  commereial  iafortnation  ; 
biiiodDstry  4Dd  his  Eeal?  In  all  these  be  has 
formidable  cempciitors.  It  is  beeaase,  eren  when 
filled  with  resentment  at  a  portion  of  bis  potiti- 
eal  coudact,  they  eould  not  consider  his  claim* 
for  thjut  suffrages  without  the  gtorious  defence  of 
Hud  Fort  rising  unbidden  to  their  view.  Every 
State  government  would  fnroiih  similar  illustra- 
dona.    ReTolntioDsry  o^ers  and  soldiers  gai 
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Etcd  those  who  have  partaken  of  none  of  these 
adnmtages,  who  are  old  and  helpless,  sieepedi  "* 
the  lips  in  poverty,  have  thev  not  the  consoling, 
the  glorious  reflection,  that  their  toils  and  their 
sufferings  are  the  oansee  of  tbe  prosperity  whieh 
is  smiliog  around  them  f  Where  is  the  selfish 
reptile,  who,  under  sneb  circomsiances,  will  not 
axcUim,  "  I  am  amply  rewarded  1"  This  is  not  the 
cry  of  fond  enibusiasm,  but  the  dictate  of  sober 
reason.  The  severest  mortal  agony  is  amply  re- 
paid  by  the  eoDseionsness  of  having  raised  our 
ooUDtry  to  its  elevated  rank— of  having  coutrib- 
nied  to  the  felicity  of  millions  of  the   human 

Tbe  debate  continued  on  the  main  subject  and 
OB  the  proposed  amendment  of  Hr.  HAiBiaoN. 
Id  this  debate  Messrs.  Bt.ooHnEiA,  8.  Smitb, 
HAKnieoM,  CoLiToit,  Balowik,  CLAasTr,  Hop- 
KiKBOM,  Rbxa,  Roes,  and  Imobam,  bote  part 

Tbe  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  HAanieoH, 
was  ultimately  rejected ;  as  also  was  a  previous 
question  for  the  rising  of  the  Committee,  in  order 
lo  EHMipone  tbe  subjeei. 

Tbe  Committee  then  went  on  ftartherto  amend 
the  bill,  on  saggeitloa  of  nriotis  mamben.    In 


the  proposition  and  diMussioB  of  these  amend- 
ments, Messrs.  Pbtbb,  Bloompield,  LtvESMoaE, 
Pabbis,  Rhb»,  Bbkbbtt,  Beecbgb,  Habribom, 
Terhy,  PoRaTTH,  Smitb  of  North  Carolina, 
Tatlor  of  New  York,  Tallmadoe,  Whitman, 
CutORTT,  Pauibb,  and  8tober,  took  pen. 

Among  tbe  luccetifol  motions  wit  one  by- 
Mr.  pABBtB,  to  inclnde  the  "  officers  and  marin- 
ers  who  served  in  the  Navy  of  either  of  the  Btktes, 
or  of  the  United  States,"  that  plaeiag  the  Revo- 
laiionary  officers  of  tbe  Nnvy  on  the  same  footinc 
as  those  of  the  Army. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  about  four 
o'clock,  and  reported  the  bill  is  amended. 

Tbe  Honse  took  np  tbe  amendments  reportei 
by  the  Committee;  when  various  propoaitiont 
were  successively  made  and  discussed  to  disagrM 
to  or  amend  many  of  them. 

The  Houte  having  at  lenath  rone  throtigh  tbt 
amendmeuis,  tbe  bill  was  eraered  to  be  engrosaed, 
as  amended,  item,  con., and  read  ■  third  time  to- 

Mr.SpBHOKR  then  offered  a  joint  retolution,  thai 
the  two  Houses  should  adjourn  on  Wednraday, 
tbe  S4th  instant,  to  meet  again  on  MondBT,  the 
a0(h  instant.  Tbe  resolution  was  twice  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — wu 
snbseqnently  read  a  third  time  and  passed — veai 
64,  Bays  ttS. 

And  tbe  House  adjourned. 

Wedkbsdat,  December  84. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  Uie  relief  ot  the  heirs  of  Landon  Car- 
ter, deceased."  The  bill  was  reported  withotit 
■mendmeot,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claim*. 

The  SrcAKSB  laid  before  tbe  Hoose  a  report 
oo  the  petition  of  John  Bate,  lo  him  referred; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  but  wa* 
sabseqnentiv  token  tip,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
roiuee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  JoelEarwoodi  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Somael  Arkman;  a  bill  makioc' 
provision  for  the  esiablishment  of  addilional  laud 
offices  in  Missouri  Territory,  scTenlly  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  were 
onleted  lo  be  engrossed  fur  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  further  relief  of  John  Thomp- 
son passed  ibrongb  n  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  rejected;  but  was  subsequently,  at  thu 
instance  of  Mr.  JoHiiaoK,  of  Kentucky,  recon- 
sidered, and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  rejolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  on  the  "  bill  by  which  the 
right  of  citizenship  may  be  relinqaiahed." 

On  snggeslion  ot  Mr.  Lowndbb,  tbat  this  w>* 
a  subject  of  too  much  importance  to  be  icted  oa 
with  so  thin  a  Home,  Mr.  Robbbtbom,  of  Louie- 
iana,  (ihe  author  of  the  bill.)  consented  to  tu 
postponement,  by  tbe  Committee  riling,  and  ob- 
taining leave  to  sit  again. 

Oo  motion  of  Hr.  Dbakb,  of  Massac huselta, 
the  Committot  of  Commerce  and  Hantifaciarea 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONaBESS. 


DmamMMMM,  1S17. 


SwiriKg  BnabUkmaty  aaldien. 


H.OPR. 


were  iofltrncted  lo  iaqoin  iuo  th«  expediency  of 
grantiDg  boaftties  to  nutnofaetaTen  who  nuno- 
facture  a  giren  nnmbet  of  ;[Btds  of  woollea  and 
cotion  claths  of  a  eertaia  width,  and  that  a  pet- 
fnnd  be  appropriaied  for  ibnt  pntpMe. 


BURVrviNQ  RETOLDTIONARy  PATRIOTS. 
The   bill  praridins  for  certain  lUTri ring  offi- 
cers and  toldiere  of  lat  RerolulioDary  Armf  vas 
xead  a  third  time. 

.  A  motioD  va«  nude  bj  Mr.  Lowndes  lo  re- 
eommit  tb«  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  wilh  iaiiraclions  "  to  limit  the  beoefll  of 
the  act  to  Boldien  who  were  eoliiied  for  a  term 
of  tbree  jean,  or  for  the  war,  and  wbo  did  not 
desert:  and  to  officer*  wbo  coaiioned  in  tbe  ser- 
Tice  of  the  Uoited  States  to  ihe  coaeliuioa  of  the 
irar  in  17S3,  or  were  left  oni  of  tbe  serriee  in 
coDvequence  of  disability,  or  in  conaequenee  of 
some  aerangemeut  of  the  Army." 

Tbe  quesiioD  being  itated  OD  tbui  reeommit- 
tiiig  the  bill,  Hr.  Edwaxds  mored  to  amend  the 
■aid  ioBtTUctiont  bj  striking  out  tbe  words  "three 
year*,**  and  lo  iascrt  in  lien  thereof  the  words 
*  one  year" 

And  the  question  txiag  taken  thereon,  it  was 
decided  in  ine  affirmatire. 

Mr.  JoHMBOH,  of  Keoiuckf,  said,  aproposiiioa 
had  been  made,  if  be  understood  correelly,  bjr  the 
geatlemcD  from  Sonib  Carolina,  lo  recommit 
the  bill  toaCommittceof  tbe  whole  Hoase,  with 
iBstraotiona  so  to  amend  it  a*  to  limit  the  benefits 
of  the  act  to  soldiers  wbo  were  enliHed  for  a 
term  of  tbree  rears,  or  for  the  war,  and  who  did 
not  deierl,  ana  lo  officers  who  contioued  in  the 
cerTice  of  the  United  States  to  tbe  coDclosion  of 
the  war  in  1783,  or  who  were  left  oat  of  tbe  aer- 
consequEQce  of  disability,  or  of  (ome  de- 


The  disciimioation  would  exclude  manf  officers 
and  soldiers,  one-half  at  least,  who  were  embraced 
ID  the  present  provisions  of  the  bill.  It  now  pro- 
▼ides,  said  Mr.  J.,  for  officeti  of  ererf  grade  who 
served  in  the  ReToIotionarj'  war,  and  who  are 
now  in  a  state  of  indigence,  and  unable  to  pro- 
care  a  lirelibood  by  their  own  exertiona,  the 
aum  of  twtaip  dollar*  per  month  to  each;  and 
eight  dollars  per  month  to  each  of  the  gallant 
■oTdiers  of  the  KeTolution,  who  are  thus  reduced 
to  penury  and  inability.  It  is  well  known  to  all, 
that  the  great  contest  in  which  ihe  United  Stales 
were  engaged,  for  the  establiibmeni  and  defence 
of  iheir  indepeodenee,  aubstaolially  terminated 
in  17S1,  wbcn  Oeneral  Wasbinnton,  at  the  head 
of  the  combined  forces  of  tbe  Union,  compelled 
the  British  Qeneral  Lord  Cornwallis  to  surrender, 
and  led  capiive  the  legions  under  his  command. 
After  that  glorions  erent,  many  officers  and  men 
retired  to  private  life  and  ciril  panalla,  undsr  the 
full  conrlctioo  that  tbe  eooQiet  was  then  at  an 
end  ;  and  the  erent  justified  their  conclusion. 
The  forces  of  the  contending  parlies,  from  that 
time,  eonfloed  ibemicWes  to  the  duties  of  tbe 
camp;  and  if  skirmishing  jMriiet  sometimes  came 
iato  coDlBCt,  it  was  mote  by  casually  than  desisD- 


To  Goofioe  the  bounty  of  tbe  OoTernmenl,  tbata- 
fore,  to  ibote  wbo  contioDed  in  the  service  ontil 
tbe  Treaty  of  Peace,  would  be  to  exclude  oua- 
hatf  of  those  who  braved  the  danger  of  the  Gsld 
in  devotion  to  ibeir  coantry's  cause,  and  are  now 
entitled  to  protection  and  support.  Nor  can  I 
concur  in  the  sentiment  that  it  is  necessary  for  a 
soldier  lo  have  served  for  the  term  of  three  yean 
to  entitle  him  lo  tbe  gratitude, of  bia  country. 
Will  this  amendment  embrace  the  volunteer* 
who  traveraed  tbe  Western  wild*  with  General 
Clark  7  Will  it  embrace  tbe  militia,  npon  whom 
drangbta  ware  made  in  all  cases  of  emergaocy— 
who  were  called  upon  in  ever?  crisis  of  the  Re- 
volution, and  wbo  never  failed,  in  the  hour  of 
trial  and  danger,  to  come  lo  the  nelp  of  tbe  Loid 
against  the  mighty  1    Whatever  leatimenl  nay 

Srevail  as  to  their  inefficiency,  experience  coo- 
rms  the  opinion  that  they  wen  equally  useful, 
and  equally  important  in  ibeir  place,  with  the 
gallant  soldiers  of  the  Continental  line.  1  do  Mt, 
therefore,  see  tbe  propriety  of  requiring  this  tctnt 
of  service.  It  is  needless  lo  call  to  ihe  recollection 
of  ibis  House  the  many  glorions  achievements 
of  our  Revolutionary  heroes,  Which  demonstrate 
the  fact  that  not  tbree,  nor  even  one  year's  lei- 
vices  is  necessary  to  render  the  most  esaeniial 
benefiu  to  (because  of  independence.  They  nat- 
urally crowd  npoa  every  mind  whenever  that 
sUuggle  becomes  the  theme  of  contemplation, 
and  bear  conviction  to  the  bean  that  these  heroes 
of  liberty,  from  whose  fortitude  and  valor  the 
present  blessings  of  our  country  have,  in  a  great 
measure,  resulted, are  really  entitled  to  the  grati- 
tude and  cooaideraiion  of  the  Government. 

Hr.  J.  said,  it  was  sufficient,  in  his  opinion,  to 
guard  against  imposition,  by  making  service  and 
poverty  the  basis  of  the  bill.  He  was  aowllliof 
lo  add  greater  limitations,  or  any  principle,  which 
would  restrain,  beyond  these  points,  the  bounty 
and  generosity  of  the  nation. 

I  have  attended,  said  Mr.  J.,  lo  the  deliberatioiu 
upon  this  subject,  with  great  anxiety,  for  a  week 
past,  and  with  heari-felt  felicity,  have  marked 
the  disposition  of  the  House,  beyond  what  ha* 
been  manifested  on  any  former  occasion,  to  pro- 
vide for  tbe  war-worn  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 
Uy  eyes,  said  be,  have  been  constantly  Gzid 
UM>n  the  venerable  patriot  from  New  Jersey, 
(fiea.  Bi,ooMriaLv)  who  has  so  freqnenlly  pifr- 
sented  himself  to  the  House  in  favor  of  his  gal- 
Ian  t  countrymen  end  faithful  com^triots  in  aima. 
With  gratitude  to  heaven,  do  I  view  the  agency 
of  Divine  Providence,  in  nringing  him  into  this 
House,  with  tbe  frost  of  seventy  Winters  upon 
his  bead,  to  plead  the  cause  of  those  who  breasted 
the  slorm  of  the  Revolution.  The  sympathetic 
ardor  in  which  that  venerable  patriot  has  dis- 
charged his  duty,  both  to  his  country  and  to  his 
breibien  in  arms,  combined  wilh  the  unaffected 
modesty  of  his  manner,  has  excited  the  deepest 
sensibility.  I  have  abstained  from  taking  part 
in  tbe  debate,  fearing  that  it  might  have  injured 
tbe  cause ;  hut  I  hope  to  be  excused  on  tbe  pres- 
ent occasion,  in  troubling  the  House,  particu- 
larly when  1  discover  that  the  chairman  of  the 
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commitlee  who  TeporteA  the  bill,  n  eihmaiied 
with  (kti^ae,  ud  the  bill  a  aon  on  iu  punge. 

A  crius,  ftQd  to  me,  taid  Ut.  J^an  awhilcniii 
oTiitis  business  hu  arrired.  Recommit  the  bilL 
Utd  I  fm  ii  it  lost  forttei,  amid  the  direreitT  of 

SiinioDs  vhieh  we  diacover  npOD  the  Babject. 
ome  would  confiae  the  beoefita  of  the  bill  to  the 
ContlQeaial  troop* ;  oihert  would  eziend  them  to 
the  Stale  troops  end  militia.  Some  would  em- 
breee  is  its  prongioDs  the  rich  hi  well  as  the 
|N>or ;  otbers  would  limit  the  bonntr  to  the  needf . 
Some  would  provide  for  tfao»  oolf  who  serred 
iaiiog  the  war ;  some  for  thoie  who  aerred  three 
feari:  some  would  limit  the  term  of  service  at 
one  fear,  and  some  at  sis  months.  Some  would 
Mclnde  ihefeloQ  and  the  irBiior,and  others  would 
embrace,  inditcriminately,  alt  who  braved  the 
dangers  of  the  Held.  Amidst  these  jarrins  opln- 
loDs,  if  we  recommit  ibe  bill,  it  maj  be  lost 
forever. 

I  am  ntiified,  said  Mr.  J.,  lo  provide  for  the 
surriviog  officer*  nod  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 
who  are  poor  aod  oeedf,  and  who  cannot  procure 
slivelibood  bv  their  own  exertions.  Vcrv  few 
of  these  worthies  now  remain,  and  but  few  of 
these  will  claim  the  benefit  of  tbis  eoooirf .  Many 
distingnished  ciiicens  of  the  United  Stales  are 
now  togmgtd,  bf  associations  and  contributions, 
toproridearefngeof  safely  and  repose  for  the  nn- 
fofinnaie  African*  among  os,  and  it  is  said,  that 
the  lerritorj^isalreadv  in  coBlempiation  upon  their 
native  continent.  The  moral  and  religious  world 
Is  zealouGl])  engaged  in  the  meritorious  work  of 
forming  nameroas  missinnarf  locieliea,  and  in 
besiowing  liberal  donations,  to  disseminate  ibe 
heavenly  docirine*  of  the  Oospel,  and  (he  sub- 
lime principles  of  Chriatian  morality,  even  among 
the  benigbied  Hindoos,  as  well  as  among  ihe 
aborigine*  of  America.  Every  enlightened  class 
is  BOW  engaged  in  the  holy  work  of  distributing 
the  word  of  Qod  lo  the  poor,  bo ih  in  our  own 
and  in  foreign  domains.  Even  the  monarchies 
of  Borope  are  at  this  moment  uniting  in  mea- 
snres  to  secure  the  conElnent  of  Africa  from  the 
curses  of  the  slave  trade.  Id  ibis  age  of  philan- 
thropy, wblle  coDtemplaiiog  these  benevolent 
underiakingK,  Ibe  mind  naturally  turns  to  the 
indium  Amerieao,  and  iaquires,  with  anzions 
■oticitude,  whether  the  officer  and  soldier  of  the 
Revoluiion  are  not  equally  worthy  of  our  regard. 
With  Dieasure  we  behold  the  world,  upon  the 
broad  basis  of  univernl  charity,  embracing  in 
ila  benevolence  the  best  gifts  of  ibe  Creator,  and 
eilending  those  gifis  to  ibe  noivcise.  But,  su- 
peradded to  the  common  obligation  of  henevo- 
leoce,  we  are  bound,  by  the  strongest  ties  of 
gratitude  and  justice,  while  we  reap  the  fruit  of 
their  toils  and  perils,  to  administer  this  last  con- 
aolttion  which  boary  age  can  enjoy  at  our  hands. 

In  iraeing;  the  history  of  nations,  we  see  but 
few  Stales  in  which  liberty  has  been  enjoyed, 
and  in  these  few  States  it  has  found  but  a  tran- 
sient abode.  lo  the  general  prevalence  of  de«- 
poiism,  liberty  has  maintained  an  existence  only 
upon  the  monniain's  brow,  and  in  craggy  cliSs, 
which   scarcely  presented  anfficient  charms  to 


invit*  the  copidlty  of  tyrtDb;  and  bow,  not  % 
foot  of  toil  in  the  unirene  can  boait  tiie  freedom 
which  we  enjoy.  But  here  a  happy  aeane  pr^ 
sent*  itself.  And  alt  the  loxarie*  of  natm^ 
sweetened  wiih  Heaven-born  liberty,  wanim 
around  na ;  and  this  liberty  is  the  fmii  of  these 
men's  valor.  Their  happiness  or  misery,  for  the 
little  remnant  of  their  oajs,  awaits  the  fate  of 
this  bill.  In  that  book  which  inculcates  the  pot- 
est sentiment*  of  benevolence,  we  read  of  a  ^oot 
where  the  sick,  the  lame,  and  the  halt,  wailed 
for  the  troubling  of  tbe  waters,  to  be  healed  at 
their  miseries.  Here,  air,  have  [be  ofBcer  and 
soldier  of  the  Revolution  been  waiting  for  these 
thirty-five  years  for  the  iroubltng  of  the  waters; 
and,  I  beseech  yon,  let  not  their  hopes  be  blasted. 
At  a  momeot  like  this,  when  expectation  ia  all 
alive,  ditappoiniment  wquld  be  more  than  their 
ttemmin^  limb*  could  sustain ;  but  your  farort* 
bie  decision  this  day  will  confer  thai  reward 
which  will  smoothe  the  declivity  of  life,  and  se- 
cure the  dying  blessing  of  the  friends  of  liberty, 
the  benefactor*  of  their  conntry. 

Bui,  sir.  I  will  not  further  trcspas*  upon  yottr' 
time.  I  tbaok  tbe  House  for  the  patience  with 
which  they  have  listened  to  these  remarki. 
When  I  arose,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have 
detained  yon  thus  long ;  but  an  earnest  solicitude 
for  tbe  founders  of  American  independence  wooid 
not  suffer  me  lo  say  less ;  and  I  trust  (he  decision 
will  show  that  it  were  needless  to  say  more. 

After  a  considerable  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
UiLLsn,  OoLB,  and  Rhea  took  part,  a  division  of 
the  question  beine  required^  it  was  taken  on  re- 
committing Ibe  bill,  and  decided  in  the  negative, 
ayes  57. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  final  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affiimative 
without  a  division. 

BBHI88I0N  OF  DUTIES. 

The  bill  for  tbe  remisiioa  of  the  duties  on  tbe 
^ioiins  presented  by  Benjamin  West  to  the 
FeonsyTTanii  Hospital  was  then  taken  up  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newtoh,  of  Virginia,  said  the  object  of 
the  bill  uQder  consideration  was  lo  remit,  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  the  duties  on  a  paiaiing, 
called  "Christ  in  tbe  Temple,  healing  tbe  Sick" 
□resented  to  that  inttitntion  by  Benjamin  West. 
The  British  Government,  with  a  liberality  aod 
promptitude  that  does  honor  to  it,  remitted  every 
charge  incident  to  the  exportation.  The  recep- 
tion of  it  in  this  country  would,  Mr.  N.  said,  he 
trusted,  be  met  by  the  Governmeoi  in  a  spirit 
not  less  gracioiu  and  liberal.  The  munificence 
of  this  celebrated  artist — a  munificence,  the  ex- 
ercise of  which  belong*  only  to  genius  of  a  supe- 
rior order,  aad  of  extensive  acquirements — 
would,  be  hoped,  be  acknowledged  in  socb  a 
manner  as  to  manifest  the  sense  Ibis  Qovernment 
entertains  of  tbe  rsBpect  shown  by  him  for  thia 
nation.  Tbe  painting,  Mr.  N.  added,  it  consid- 
ered as  the  ch^d^ceMvre  of  his  pencil.  The  pres- 
ent is  designed  at  a  memento  of  Ibe  love  that 
iltnstrious  man  bean  his  native  laad.    li  is  also 
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highlf  eomplimeniar;  to  the  taste  and  jadjpineiit 
of  this  nktioo.  The  paiiiliDg,  moreover,  reflect* 
honor  oD  tbi»  coaotry,  and  exienda  iit  faoae,  u  it 
b  ibe  pradnelioii  of  aa  Americao.  PetiDil  me, 
■kid  Mr.  N.,  (o  coDgralolaie  my  eoDDirv  on  her 
TJuDg  fame.  ThegeDJas  aod  ikiJI  dispiajred  by 
Trumball,  bv  Stawari,  bj  Vaoderlra,  V  Sully, 
by  Peale,  aod  maoy  olhen,  aecaie  to  eacb  an  im- 
perisbablfl  fame,  and  to  iheii  coamry,  renown. 
A  new  epoch  baa  commenced — ita  prurcM  ii 
aaipicioiu,  Tiia  Qreeian,  Italian,  Plemi«fa. 
French,  and  Britiih  Khoot*,  will  be  riTalled  and 
equalled,  in  time,  by  on  own.  I  coDgratnUte 
ihoae  who  are  endowed  by  gCDtus,  but  wboae 
mean*  are  too  limited  to  enable  them  to  leek,  in 
dialant  regiaos,  the  acqniremeota  necessary  to 
form  and  fix  their  judgment,  and  lo  gtre  lo  their 
laite  the  characters  of  delicacy  and  correctnew, 
on  'the  proipect  ihey  hsTa  of  completing  their 
studies  m  their  nallfe  land,  under  political  initi- 
[  WEiona  that  gire  to  geniai  their  full  icopc,  and 
the  eDJoyment  of  ilt  ereationa,  and  that  leare  to 
emulation  the  influence  of  developing  iu  powera. 
#The  inapiraiion  thus  kindled,  dilFu«ea  ana  made 
active,  will  beitow  on  their  workv  wbaterer  can 
delight  and  enchant  the  mind,  and  lofteo  and 
meliorate  the  heart.  Mr,  N.  uked  pardon  for  ihia 
treapau.  Had  be  said  less-^and  lets  he  could 
not  hare  said — he  should  not  hare  performed  bis 
duty,  and  done  jasiice  to  his  feeling.  He  hoped 
the  bill  would  past  unanimously. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Uoase,  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  subsequeDtly  read  a  third  lime, 
and  passed. 

H  ODD  AY,  December  39. 

Mr.  Rbea,  from  the  Committee  on  Peniions 
and  BeToluiiooary  Claims,  made  an  unfaforable 
report  on  the  petition  of  James  Buriiel;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  nnfaTorable  report* 
on  the  petitions  of  Roswelt  Wood  worth,  of  Jimea 
Prince,  of  Jacob  Qreer,  and  of  Abraham  Bying- 
toD  ;  lae  two  first  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and 
the  third,  on  motion  of  Mr.SowARna,  laid  on  the 
table.  The  report  on  the  ease  of  A.  Bfinglon 
was,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Rich,  to  Ikr  modifled  as 
to  discharge  him,  in  pari,  from  the  debt  for  which 
he  ia  responsible  aa  secnriiy,  (that  part  partaking 

of  the  nature  -' '  -  ^  — ^   -•--  -  - 

amended,  wat 

Clsims,  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  PiKnALL,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  had  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  respecting  the  recovery  of  fugi- 
tivet  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the 
aerviee  of  ibeif  masters,  [proTidinz  the  means  to 
be  pursued  for  the  recovery  of  a7»7ea  escaping 
into  another  State,  and  affiziiig  the  penalties  for 
harboring  socb  fugitives  or  obstructing  their  re- 
covery, oc.]  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitied. 

The  SpBiKEX  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Seereury  of  War,  mad«  ia  pnnnaaee 
ISth  Coa.  1st  Sbss.~17 


of  a  resolution  of  the  House,  embraeiog  a  list  of 
aU  officers  who  held  brevet  rank  in  the  Army  at 
the  close  of  the  lite  war,  their  lineal  imnk  at  the 
time  of  reoeiving  the  brevet;  and  a  list  of  offioeri 
of  Ibe  present  Army  who  hold  brevet  rank  higher 
than  their  lineal  rank,  and  the  number  and  grade 
of  such  officers  as  receive,  in  virtue  of  their  bra- 
vet  rank,  greater  pay  or  emoluments  thaa  ihar 
would  otherwise  be  entitled  to  by  law.;  wbica 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
pnnted. 

The  Spbakbk  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Commitsiouer  of  Claims,  of  the 
facts  of  the  cases  of  Richard  MaoiGeld,  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Holmea,  tod  Mary  Stmn,  and  of  Samuel 
Hughes,  referred  to  him  ;  which  waa  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Spbaxbb  communicated  also  a  report  (of 
facts  only)  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  petition  of  John  Peter*  and  Sabeii  Pond, 
which  Bad  been  referred  to  him.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Hr.  PoiNDBXTEK  offered  the  following  motion : 

Saohed,  That  a  committee  ba  ippelatad  to  inf  uiie 
into  dte  Mpedianey  of  anthorixoB  the  Prasidint  <^ 
the  TTaited  States  to  exchange  with  the  Choctaw  and 
ChiokHBiv  tribe*  of  Indiani^  oralther  of  them,  lands 
belonsiaK  to  the  United  Stalai,  west  of  the  MMn^ 
pi,  Ibi  lands  now  in  the  poaeeaaion  and  ocenpanqr  of 
sdd  tribe*  of  Indians,  or  either  of  them. 

Ok  motion  of  Mr.  Cois,  Rafter  tome  eonveraa- 
tion  with  the  mover,  and  his  asseniing  thereto.) 
the  resolution  was  amended  by  isclading  therein 
the  "  Creek  end  Cherokee"  lodiaie,  whose  terri- 
tory, within  the limiuoraeorgia,Mr.C. thought 
it  equally  important  should  m  obtained  by  the 
United  Biaies,  In  ihia  shape,  and  afier,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  TAYLon,  referring  the  inquiry  to  tba 
Commiitee  on  the  PulHie  Lauds,  intiead  of  a  se- 
lect eommiiiee,  the  resolution  waa  agreed  to. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  by  Mr.  WanDOvBtt,  of  New 
York,  for  so  ameuding  the  rules  and  orders  of  th« 
House  that  not  more  than  three  billa  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  same  Committee  oT  the  Whole'  [In 
aopport  of  this  motion,  Mr.  W.  made  a  statement 
of  the  practice  of  the  House  under  the  present 
tulet,  iafariiag  from  it  that  the  practice  of  refer- 
ring  so  many  biUn  to  one  eommitiee  tended  to 
the  procrastinatioa  of  business,  and  operated  fre- 
<|ueatly  as  a  denial  of  a  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bills  so  referred.]  After  aome  furthec 
remarks  from  Ur.  BAaaair  and  Ur.  Tayi>or, 
the  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Taylob,  of  New  York,  anbmitted  for  eon- 
sideraiion  the  loilowiog  resolution; 

lU»oktd,bgtlu  8tiuaeMdSimMi^B*i>r«tMta. 
tiBVofthelhiUdStaUtofAMtriMin  Caagrmm^ 
tembled,  That  the  CoauuiaaMoer  of  the  Oeocral  Land 
Offio*  oaose  to  ba  anfraved  a  pUta  of  the  SoTvayor 
Owteral'a  offlcial  map  of  tba  uililary  bona^  lead*  in 
the  Territoiy  of  DliDati,  and  cause  u  be  printed  lix 
hmidTad  oo^  Ihateof,  anbjeot  lo  the  fttore  diaped- 


Mr.  T.  explaiaed  bis  object  in  moving  tbi*  re^ 
dntian,  which  was  to  pracnre,  at  t  imaU  expettte> 
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to  each  soldier,  along  with  his  bounty  Und, 
nap  on  which  its  localioo,  dte.,  ihould  be  desig- 
naied,  and  whiah  would  enable  him  beii«r  to  es- 
linute  (he  ralae  of  his  land.  Sacb  a.  ptofision, 
he  ibonghi,  would  be  as  useful  lo  him  hs  any 
other  proTJuoo,  in  respect  (oseourioK  bim  from 
the  arts  o(  the  Bpeeaiator,  that  Coagresa  could 
make.  The  ooal  be  bad  inquired  inia,  sod  found 
thai  it  would  not  exoeed  a  few  ceniB  for  each 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  HoLMHa, 
of  Maasachusells,  and  others,  and  wu  ordered  to 
be  eagroMed  for  a  ibitd  readiitg,  by  a  rote  ot  69 
10  66. 

The  amendmeolt  of  the  Senate  to  tbe  Mint 
bill,  whioh  go  to  limit  its  proTJsions  (o  fire  rears' 
continuance  in  force,  were  taken  up,  and  agreed 

10. 

The  engnwsed  bill  for  the  relief  of  8.  Aiek- 
mao,  tbe  encroesed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joel  Ear- 
wood,  and  the  engrossed  bill  for  nuking  proris- 
ioD,  by  law,  for  the  cstablisbnietit  of  additional 
land  offices  in  the  Miasouri  Territory,  were  sev- 
erally read  a  third  time,  and  nisaed. 

The -bill  foribe  lelief  of  Winslow  and  Henij 

- ftbe  Whole, 

a  third  md- 


APPOINTMENT   OF  MEMBERS  TO  OrPTDB. 

The  foHowing  Uetssge  was  reeeived  fiom  the 
Prbbiiukt  op  the  Uhitbd  SiATxa : 
3b  Ms  Ams  efBtpnteniatwaofthe  DnikdStateM.- 

In  CMnplknoe  with  a  rMolntiea  of  the  Honn  of 
BspnsMitatiTM  of  the  IMh  (^  this  month, 
to  be  inibtniad  whethar  tnj,  and  wUch  oT 
■•RMiie*,  in  ■  list  thereto  aniiBxed,  have 
■bK*  the  4th  of  March  last,  dssismtbig  _  . 

ths  Urn—  ot  apfieintiBent  and  aceeptance,  and  whelhsr 
thn  were  at  that  tine  so  hold,  or  whui  the;  had  beett 
rasignad,  I  now  tjaosaiit  a  Tspott  &om  the:  Beoatary 
oT  Stale,  which  contains  tbe  infbimatiini  desired. 
JAMES  MONROE. 

DwiBKBiM  3V,  laiT. 

DcrjiTwinr  or  Stati,  Dte.  M,  iai7. 

The  reeolntion  of  the  House  of  RajpreseDtatives  of 
the  ISth  of  this  month,  reqoseUng  the  Preddent  to 
counnnicate  to  that  Honsa  whedier  any,  and  whieb 
of  tba  Representalivea  named  in  the  list  thereto  an- 
BMLod,  baTe  bald  ofBcee  since  Iha  4(h  of  March  last, 
deaigBatlog  die  aflees,.ttw  times  of  appointment  and 
•ceeptanoe,  and  whether  they  ware  at  that  time  ae 
held,  or  wbett  tbey  had  beeit  iSBgned,  having  been 
NArred  t*lUade|>TtnMnt,theSecntaryhaalhelKmor 
respectlolly  to  rapott  to  the  Prcmdent  a*  fallows : 

■Um  BUrna,  of  MaaaachoMlta,  OonuniaaioBer  nn- 
dw  tba  4th  article  of  tha  Traat;  of  Ghent,  appointed 
leih  Fahsnarr,  laie,  i««gnad  34th  Novanbai,  1817. 

Samatl  Btrritk,  of  Ohio,  Attorney  of  tha  ITniled 
States,  appointed  19th  DrnMidwr,  1810,  reaigoad  >Mb 
NoTamber,  Ifll7. 

DpitUl  Crugar,  of  Naw  York,  postmastar  at  Beth, 
appointed  SStE  Jone,   181B,  resigned  1st  December, 

EStu  BarU,  of  Sovth  Carolina,  postmaster  at  C«n- 


treriUa,  appwotad  in  April,  1816,  raaigned  ISth  Juis, 
1817. 

Thoma*  H.  Hubbard,  of  New  Tork,  poitmaater  at 
Hamilton,  appointed  11th  March,  1813,  raaignad  S3d 
October,  1817. 

Samuel  C.  Criffti,  of  Veimont,  princmal  ■iisiissut 
for  tbe  sixth  coUection  diatriet,  appointed  4th  Janu- 
■17,  181fi,  resigned  6th  Joue,  1817. 

George  Robtrbon,  of  Kanlacfcj,  principal  lesmsiir 
hi  tha  soTeoth  colleotion  diairiot,  aniauitad  4th  Jaif 
naiT,  I91S,  redgned  fith  June,  1817. 

Oiargt  JIfaasjfstit  al  North  Carolin*.  piiBupd  st- 
■saor  far  the  tenth  collection  ^strict  He  rarifB» 
Uon  has  been  laceired  from  Mr.  Mamfard. 

Lot  Barber,  of  Ohi^  vecMTer  of  pobiic  faaaajs  si 
Maiitfta,  appoiBted  Sd  Mardi,  1807,.raMgnad  lit  D»- 
ccmbar,  1817. 

JbAn  F.  Patnit,  of  New  Hampabire,  Baval  offiui 
far  tha  district  of  Ponanenth,  appointed  SSd  Afrit, 
ISie,  resigned  IGth  Norember,  IS17. 

JOHN  qUINCr  ASAH8. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Eleoiions. 
FBTmON  OP  \,  W0R8TBH. 

Tbe  Hoiue  baring  resolred  itself  into  a.  Com- , 
mitlee  of  tbe  Whole  oo  the  report  of  the  Com- 
iniltee  of  Claims  on  (he  petition  of  Alexander 
Wotster,  Mr.  HoLHEs,  of  Hassachuselta^  moved 
to  rererse  tbe  report,  which  is  tiafarorable  to  iht 


[The  case  is  that  of  an  officer  enlistJDg  a  mi- 
or,  through  erroneoun  information,  who  piavs 
Congress  to  indemnify  him  for  loss  ausiaiDed  id 
coDsequeDce  of  damages  recovered  from  him  by 
tbe  relatives  of  said  minor.] 

The  Committee  agreed  to  reverse  the  report, 
63  10  48;  and  the  Committee  havins  risen,  ibe 
qnestioo  of  concurrence  In  Ibis  decision  beia| 
put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  having  been 
required  bf  Mr.  Poindbxteb, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkihbon,  who  desired 
further  time  to  Inquire  into  the  facts,  the  report 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table,  65  to  $1. 

AMERICAN  AND  BRITISH  TONNAOE. 
On  motion  ofMr.  Fiteih, 
Setolved,  That  tbe  SecreUry  of  Uie  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  a  ttalemeat 
of  American  and  foreign   tonnage  employed  in 
tbe  foreign  trade  of  the  United  Statu  in   the 
years  1815  and  1816,  and,  as  far  as  practicable, 
in   the  year  1817,  disiinguUhlDg  the  nations  lo 
whom  the  foreign  tonnage  belonged;  also,  a  state- 
sat  of  American  and  Briiisb  tonaage  employed 
the  trade  between  the  Cniied  Slates  and  the 
iilsh  dominions  in  Europe  for  each  of  the  said 
years,  disiioguishing  the  amouat  employed  be- 
tween the  Cnited  Slates  and  the  united  kinadcm 
'Oreat  Brilain  and  Ireland,  and  the  oiberSrit- 
ii  European  domiDloos. 

Tbal  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  also  di- 
reoted  to  lay  before  the  House  a  statement  show- 
ing the  amount  of  British  toooage  in  the  trade 
between  the  United  State*  and  the  British  West 
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lodies,  Kod  betweeo  the  United  Suiesmd  tba 
British  North  American  colonies  in  1815, 1816. 
and  1817,  conlRiniaK  the  iidoudI  entered  in  ina 
cleared  from  the  Amerieati  pom  in  each  of  said 

Re»fAvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treisnrr 
be  directed  to  Up  before  the  Houie  a  (tatement 
showing  the  qoauthy  of  Eunr,  eofiee,  rata,  mo- 
lasses,  and  cocoa  importea  into  and  exported 
from  the  United  States  in  each  of  tbe  years  1815, 
1816.  and  IB17,  logelber  with  the  countries  and 
places  fiom  whence  the  same  were  imported,  und 
the  qtiantiiy  imported  from  eac&  coantry  and 
place. 

In  snbmitiiog  his  motion,  Mr.  Pitkin  briefly 
remarked  on  tbe  importance  of  the  informttloa 
whicb  the  resolnlions  called  for,  and  the  aecessi< 
ty  there  was  for  the  Hoase  being  in  possession  ol 
it,  particularly  in  certain  inieresting  qneacioni 
which  would  come  before  the  Houm  on  the  sub- 
ject of  trade  and  Darigation. 

TtnsoAY,  December  30. 
Mr.  TaiMBLK  presented  a  petition  of  the  Abo- 
lition Society  of  Kent  nek  y,  pre  yinff  that  the  plan, 
at  present  before  the  Nationil  Legislature,  for 
eoloniziog  the  free  people  of  color,  may  be  car- 
ried into  effect.— Referred  to  the  Commillee  ap- 
pointed on  the  petition  of  the  representaiirea  of 
the  aonoai  meeting  of  tbe  society  of  Frieodi  ' 
Baltimore; 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iaformed  the  House 
that  the  Beoaie  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  the  lime  for  locating  Virginii 
military  land  warrants  and  retarning  sorveyi 
thereon  to  the  Qeneral  Land  Office;  and  for  dt:- 
signattng  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  Vir- 
ginia military  line,"  in  which  ihey  ask  the  con- 
cnrrcnce  of  Ihii  House. 

The  bill  Was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appolnied  on  the  17th  instant,  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  H.  Nbliok.  from  the  Oommitlee  on  tbe 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  dne 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  with- 
in the  8  tale  of  Mississippi;  and  the  bill  was  iwiee 
read,  and  coraroitted. 

Mr.  WiLLiaiffl,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  repotted  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Colonel  John  Andenoo,  indemuifyicg  him 
for  the  amount  of  damages,  (four  hundred  dol- 
fan.)  recorered  from  him  for  acts  done  in  the 
pcrtormaDCe  of  bis  military  duty;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  HsKBicK,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  legal  represen  tali  yes  of  Blisha  Winter  and 
of  William  Winter,  praying  confirmation  of  tbeii 
titles  to  certain  lands  in  me  Missouri  Territory, 
msde  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  petitioners ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  lasnr- 
ance  Society  of  Alexandria  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole-,  and,iu  merits  baring 


been  briefly  explained  by  Mr.  HiaBEHT,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
on  Monday. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Robhtbok,  of  Lou- 
isiane,  to  go  into  a  Committee  on  his  Bxpairli- 
tion  bill,  but  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Basbitt,  but  at  the  iiuutnceirf' 
Mr.  Ci.AaETT,lhe  House  agreed  to  reconsider  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  FeasionS|  (yesterday 
concurred  in,)  unfavorable  to  the  petition  ofJamei 
Burceil ;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Theengrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Window  and 
Henry  Lewis,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Tbe  Spbaxbk  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communi- 
eating,  in  obedience  lo  a  resolniion  of  the  Moose, 
a  statement  of  the  receipts  into  tbe  Treasary 
from  imports  and  other  lazes  within  the  Distriet 
of  Coinmbia  since  theyear  1801 ;  also  the  amount 
of  registered  tannage  in  the  said  District;  whieh 
was  referred  to  the  Commillee  on  tbe  District  ffiT 
Coinmbia. 

Mr.  MxROSK  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

JiesoAiaiTbattheoommittae  to  whomwM  refetied 
tbe  nwoiDilBl  of  the  Auerlean  CSolonbatfsu  Socie^, 
be  instmctod  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  «f  makte^ 
such  fhrther  alterattoae  in  the  laws  prohibiting  tta 
dtbens  of  the  Unitrf  StatM  from  entagiDB  in  the 
African  dare  trade,  as  may  aora  oflaetadlj  aeeaie 
thrir  intended  openllon ;  and  that  the  said  aoaanuttaa 
haie  leava  to  laport  by  bill  or  otberwite. 

In  offering  this  motion,  Ht.  Uibceb  made  a  few 
remarks,  which  hia  distance  from  the  reporter 
caused  to  be  indiaiincily  heard.  He  said  uiat  if 
any  apology  were  required  of  him  for  it,  it  would 
be  found  id  ifae  Message  of  the  late  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  whieh  the  alieniioa  of  the 
House  was  forcibly  called  lo  this  interesting  snb- 
Ject.  Transactions  of  the  nature  referred  to  by 
the  resolution,  Mr.  M.  said,  dally  occarred  tinder 
the  American  flag,  disgreceful  to  tbe  American 
name — a  name  dear  to  all  who  heard  him— ■ 
flag  glorious  in  its  renown — and  these  tranaac- 
lions  of  a  character  injurious  alike  to  the  pro** 
perity  aiid  honor  of  mankind. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  tmn.  con. 
KIUTAKT  BOUNTV  LANDS. 

Tbe  engrossed  joint  resolution,  introdueed  by 
.  >.  TatloKj  of  New  York,  aathoriiiag  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office  t«  have 
engraved  a  copy  of  the  Surveyor  Qeneral's  map 
of  the  military  bounty  lands  in  the  TerrJwrv  of 
Illinois,  and  to  cause  lo  be  printed  six  hundred 
— -'—  thereof,  was  read  the  third  time. 

JoHRsoN,  of  B>ntueky,  said  he  had  made 

some  inquiries  on  this  subject,  and  had  aseertain- 
ed  that  tbe  expense  would  be  much  greater  than 
had  been  supposed;  Ibat  the  maps  would  cost 
from  two  to  three  dollars  a  copy,  and,  if  there 
waa  nn  objection  on  that  ground,  he  feared  they  - 
could  not  be  executed  in  lime  lo  be  of  service  to 
those  now  possessing  paienta.  Another  objeetion 
with  him  was,  thai  the  map  propoiad  waa  ioco«- 
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ptehend  onlp  »  part  of  th«  land  Buirercd.  He 
would  prefer,  if  one  ma  cograred  at  all,  that  it 
abonld  embrace  ifae  whole  military  land.  Bat, 
ioaamucb  ai  he  could  see  no  great  advantage  in 
tb«  propo*I(ioD,  bat  a  coosidcnble  ezpenie,  be 
was  oppwrd  10  it  alto^^eiher. 

Mr.  Tatlok  ttaled,  in  reply,  that  he  had  bean 
Biiiunderatood  a*  to  the  ■opposed  ezpeoie.  He 
had  been  infortaed  by  the  Commiuioaer  or  the 
Oeneral  Land  Office  that  a  map  of  the  military 
laod  in  Iltiaoii  Territory  could  he  enured  for 
five  hundred  doUara,  and  the  engranng,  paper, 
aod  printiog  might  amount  to  three  or  Tour  dol- 
brt  etch  ;  but  there  were  fifty  thouMnd  loldien 
to  whom  paieoti  had  and  woiild  iMue,  who  would 
be  benefited  by  ihi>  maj»— amongst  whom,  if  the 
expense  wis  averaged,  it  would  not  exceed  four 
or  five  cenU  each.  It  wis  not  necessary  that  eacb 
soldier  sbould  have  a  copy ;  the  map*  tniKhl  be 
so  distributed  81  the  coort-bousea  of  tbe  different 
connties,  &c^  at  that  many  soldiers  might  have 
aeceaa  to  and  derive  all  necessary  informaiian 
from  one  copy.  Tbe  map  at  present  published 
of  the  military  bounty  lauds,  he  ihonght,  did  Dot 
give  tbe  requisite  inlormation ;  that  which  trat 
BOW  proposed  might  be  so  completed  iD  two  or 
three  monlfas  at  farthest,  if  executed  in  the  maa- 
nei  of  other  maps  of  the  public  lands,  and  tbe 
beoefit  be  extenaed  to  all  except  the  few  soldiers 
who  had  parted  with  their  patents,  Ac. 

The  question  oo  the  pasuge  of  the  retolaliou 
was  then  put,  and  aegalived  by  a  targe  mijority. 
8o  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

THE  ACT  OP  NEDTRALTTY. 

Ur.  MiLUB,  of  South  Cirolioa,  submitted  for 
eoDsideratioo  tbe  following  resolution : 

Rttoktd,  Thats  CMUDitlee  besppoinlad  to  inquire 
into  the  oipsdiency  of  so  amuiding  the  Snulh  aectioD 
«f  the  act  paMad  on  tha  Sd  of  MB^d^  IBIT,  entiUad 
"  An  act  more  eflootnsUy  to  preserTo  the  neutisl  isla- 
tions  of  the  United  States,"  ss  to  embrsco  within  the 
prorisians  thereof  the  snned  vsshIs  of  a  Ooveraaent, 
■t  peace  with  the  United  States,  and  at  war  with  snj 
colony,  district,  or  peopls,  with  whom  the  United  Stsles 
are  or  maj  be  at  peace. 

Mr.  MiLLiB  called  the  attention  of  tbe  Hoata 
to  tbe  act  of  tbe  last  lessian,  wherein  it  would  be 
•  seen  that,  by  ao  oversight,  cenaiiilr,  because  it 
eoold  not  have  been  the  inleotion  of  the  Houi 


of  thtt  colonies  were  prohibited  from  so  doing. 
The  ominioa  of  tbe  words,  ■■  district  or  peopleT* 
in  this  part  of  the  act,  gave  to  it  a  force  as  to  the 
vessels  of  the  eolonies  which  it  did  not  poascaa 
in  regard  to  Spain,  who  was  not  at  war  with  any 
"Prinoe  or  Slate"  at  peace  with  the  United  Suies. 
The  operation  of  thelaw  thusexelasivetf  favored 
Old  Spain,  which,  Mr.  M.  repealed,  never  could 
have  been  the  iateanon  of  the  House.  The  act, 
at  it  originally  patted  this  House,  coniained  no 
snob  proviiiion  j  and  the  error  could  only  be  ae- 
counted  for  by  its  having  pasted  when  returned 
from  the  Senate  without  ilue  attention.  It  wai 
the  4eltbcrate  tense  of  Congress,  at  the  laat  ses- 


sion, that  the  TJuited  States  ought  to  assume  an 
ttitude  entirely  neutral,  in  the  con  teat  between' 
Ipain  and  her  colonies ;  but  this  act  having  a 
dinerent  aspect,  be  bad  thought  it  bis  duly  to 
bring  the  subject  to  tbe  viaw  of  the  Bonae,  that 
-' -"jht  immediately  acton  this  poinL  It  was 
hat  a  committee  of  tbu  Houte  wu  already 
charged  with  the  whole  subject;  what  they  meant 
to  do  in  relation  to  it  be  koew  not ;  perhaps  ihey 
might  intend  to  offer  au  entirely  new  system; 
but,  on  this  point,  he  thought  Congress  ought  to 
act  without  reference  to  an^  gcneralayitem.  Tbe 
partial  error  should  be  rectified  by  a  special  act. 
Mr.  FoBaTTH  laid  it  might  be  recollected  by 
tbe  House,  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Reh> 
tions  were  specially  charged  with  tbe  whole  sDb> 
ject  of  tbe  neutral  relations  of  tbe  Uoiled  Staler 
That  committee,  he  stated,  had  not  reported,  be- 
cause they  had  not  received  all  the  ioformatioa 
they  wished  from  the  Ezecative  officn  but  which 
tbey  were  in  hourly  expectation  of  receivinr. 
When  received,  tbe  committee  wonU  report  witk 
promptitude.  Ur,  F.  vindiealed  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Betationt  of  last  tenioB,  and  the 
Houte,  from  participation  in  the  vmn  wlticb  was 
apparent  in  tbe  act;  for,  at  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  bad  truly  stated,  it  was  the  ob- 

i'txi  of  the  House  of  Representaiivea,  and,  he 
elieved,  of  the  Congress  to  pass  an  act  to  pre- 
serve to  each  parly  all  its  rignts  as  a  neutral  na-  I 
tioD.  The  bill  which  passed  this  House  was 
framed  for  that  special  purpose,  and  would  hare  | 
answered  it.  The  Senate,  preierring  a  different 
form  for  the  bill,  had  iirucK  out  the  whole  of  it 
except  the  enacting  clause,  and  passed  the  bill  u 
tbe  act  now  tundi.  The  bill  which  pa»ed  the 
Senate  was  brought  into  this  House  after  ten 
o'clock  on  the  last  night  of  tbe  session.  At  that 
hour  it  was  impossibre  to  give  the  t^ll  so  critical 
an  examination  as,  under  different  circumstances, 
it  would  have  received  ;  and  this  verbal  ineeca- 
racy  had  been  overlooked ;  for  be  was  satisfied, 
he  said,  that  the  error  itself  had  been  one  of  inad- 
vertence, merely. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  F.  observed,  he  could  any 
with  coofldence  that,  if  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign  RelaiioDs  did  nothing  else  on  the  subject 
referred  to  them,  they  woald  attend  to  tbia  object; 
and  he  therefore  hoped  the  House  would  not, 
by  this  resolution,  take  the  subject  out  of  their 
hands. 

Mr.  MiLLBK  said  that,  the  reason  which  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  bad  offered  why  the 
committee  had  not  reported,  was  the  very  reason 
why  he  had  proposed  this  motion.  That  commit- 
tee bad  before  it  other  matter*  requiring  deliber- 
ation and  further  information ;  but  it  was  bo 
reason  for  refutiog  to  remedy  a  particular  error, 
that  the  committee  wished  to  form  a  tytiem.  Il 
that  argumeoi  prevailed,  and  the  President  wen 
to  delay  uolil  the  laet  day  of  the  session  the  iafo^ 
matioD  desired,  there  would  be  no  opportunity  of 
correcting  a  mere  verbal  inaccuracy,  self-erideDl, 
requiring  no  informaiion,  and  of  merelv  makiDf 
a  particular  act  what  Coogreis  oiiginallT  inteoj- 
editsh »..     -  ft        -'    . 


oiwna  . 

it  thonld  have  been.    IncideBttliy  referring  l> 
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Gobbetf*  Itttci  on  tbe  tubJMt  of  tha  Mt  in  v"^ 
tioa,  in  which  thii  erroi  ma  sUgdad  to,  Mr.  M. 
■Kid,  he  would  mitii  binueir  of  anjr  aBncstioi 
from  say  qautai  haTug  foi  ita  objaet  to  place 
the  Uniiad  Statea  in  an  enclrdr  aeatral  pociiion. 
Tba  momeDt  ha  waa  plaeed  in  povtaaion  of  the 
fhet  of  an  ineqnalitv  u  anr  of  our  laws  on  thii 
head,  that  moaMot  ae.was  for  acting  on  it,  witb- 
oat  waiting  for  the  report  of  a  ariiem  vhieb  had 
DO  aeoeiaarr  eooaenoa  with  it. 

Hr.  HoLHM,  of  MaaMchnaettt,  lacing  that  the 
anbjeet  wai  already  j|ener«Uy  referred   to  the 
Committee    on    Foreiga    Keutiona,   mored   to 
amend  the  jwopoeed  reaolatian,  lo  aa  to  refer  il 
that  committee  iaatead  of  a  aelccl  committee. 

liLLgB,  regardiDg  auch  a  reference  ai  a 


Seeial  cba^  to  that  committee,  accepted  Mi. 
oUHSs'a  amendment  aa  part  of  hie  motion. 
Hr.  FoBaTTB  aaid,  if  the  Honac,  indeed,  I  bought 


it  all-importaat  tliat  thia  error  ahouLd  be  immedi- 
ately corrected  i  that  it  waa  important  to  the  io- 
lereat  of  the  coloaiea  and  of  the  (Jniied  Statea, 
that  the  error  should  be  corrected  the  moment  il 
waa  pointed  out  by  Mr.CoUxtl, or  by  anybody,  thia 
leaouition  might  bare  some  claim  to  the  faror  of 
the  HoDae.  Bat,  Mr.  F.  aaid,  no  evil  had  ariaea, 
nor  would  ariie,  from  the  enot,  before  il  ii  eor- 
zeeied  ;  he  would  bbt,  withoat  fear  of  cootndic- 
ttott,  that  no  Spaoiah  yeaael  had  been  aimed,  oi 
had  her  anaament  increaaed,  since  the  passage  of 
that  act,  <w  would  be  now.  &a  thia  aubject  waa 
already  in  the  riew  of  the  committee,  and  within 
the  acope  of  its  dntiet,  Mr.  F.  hoped  this  apeciat 
inatrnction 'would  not  be  given. 

Mr.  Edwuidb,  of  Noitb  Carolina,  eoocurrcd  in 
opinion  that  tbe  propoead  alteration  of  the  law 
ought  to  be  made;  bat  he  had  fall  confideoea  in 
the  committee  which  was  already  charged  with 
tbe  Inveatigaiioa  of  the  subjeot,  and  it  was  no 
more  than  ordinary  eourtesy,  ^^r  tbe  aasDiaace 
raeeived  from  the  chairman  of  thai  oommittee, 
(Mr.  FoBSTTH,}  that  thia  ipeeial  iattmction 
should  not  be  given.  He  thcrafoie  mored  that 
the  reaolve  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MiLLna  said,  in  addilioa  to  the  general  pro- 
priety of  hia  motion,  he  had  just  received  infoiv 
matioit  that  veaaels  oif  war  were  actually  bnild- 
ing  in  New  York  for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  Oot< 
ernmeDl.  fiu,  he  said,  if  no  inconvenieaeaa  hare 
teanlted  from  the  defect  of  the  law,  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  may  not.  To  rescue  ihia  Bonaa 
from  the  impntation  of  a  partiality  which  it  had 
Beret  been  their  ioteation  to  hare  manifeated,  be 
waa  dasiiooa  lo  have  the  subject  immediately  and 
specially  acted  on. 

Mr.  FoaavTB  said,  if  the  gentleman's  informa- 
tion wai  eorrect,  that  armed  TesaeU  were  prepar- 


amply  provided  for  the  caae  the  gentleman  had 
cited. 

The  quealion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tabla, 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 79  to  about  50 

ites. 

COMMUTATION  BILL. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Hr.  JonRioii,  of  Keu- 
Jcky,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
commnle  the  bounty  lands  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  Army.  The  qnestion  being  on  eoncutring 
ID  the  ameodmenis  reported  lo  the  House  by  the 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole — 

lit.  RoaaBTBON,  of  Looisiana,  rose  for  (be  mir- 
poae  of  oflering  an  amendment,  wbieb  wonlu  ea- 
sentialljr  change  the  features  of  the  bill ;  in  doing 
which,  he  entered  somewhat  into  an  examination 
of  tbe  merits  of  the  principle  of  tbe  eommnta* 
lion,  which  he  decidedly  approved.  Thia  amend- 
ment, in  Bubstance,  autborizes  ever?  soldier,  OB 
surrendering  his  warrant  at  the  lana  office  to  be 
cancelled,  to  reeeire  a  eeriifieate  of  the  qosatity 
of  land  surrendered  ;  and  where  patents  bare 
issued,  the  patentee  to  surrender  hit  patent  to  the 
Commiaiionctof  the  Oeneral  Lend  Offioewiihia 
^—  months  after  the  passage  o~ 
to  avail  himself  of  the  provisioi 
poaite  at  the  same  lime  an  affidavit  that  he  baa 
not  transferred  or  sold  such  patent  to  any  pai> 
son  whatever,  and  receive  a  certificate  tbereior; 
and  for  theee  certificates  inch  soldier  or  hia 
agent  tball  receive  certifieatea  of  aloek  bearing 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  redeema- 
ble at  the  pleasure  of  the  Qovernmeni,  or  withia 
five  years,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  acre  for 
the  land  for  which  the  warrant  or  patent  has  been 
surrendered,  dbc.  Mr.  R.  thought  the  bill  impor- 
unt,  both  as  it  r^rded  the  soldier  and  tbe  Unl- 
led  States,  hot  infiaiiely  more  important  to  tha 
interest  of  the  latter.  It  was  all-important,  he 
argned,  that  these  lands  should  be  taken  out  at 
the  bands  of  speculators,  and  be  redeemed  by  tbe 
nation.  Hia  amendment  offered  conditions  to  the 
soldier  mnch  more  liberal,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  would  be  more  convenient  to  the  Oovernment 
than  the  provisions  of  the  present  bill.  Tha  In- 
terest of  Iwih  parties  would  be  preaerved,  and  tbe 
community  reaeued  from  that  sfwealalion  which 
would,  without  thia  bill,  certainty  take  place. 
Mr.  &.  dwelt  tome  time  fta  the  policy  of  thia 
meaanra — the  expediency  of  which  he  Ulnstrated 
by  aeveral  argomenta — and  on  the  adrantages  of 

■  rhic'   '  ' ' 

emcni 

read- 


one  half  to  the  nae  of  the  informer,  the  other 
to  the  use  of  the  Treaaury.    The  section  in  which 
the  error  had  been  detected,  referred  only  to  aa 
lacrease  of  the  armament  of  foreign  veatels  al- 
leady  armed :  a  former  section  of  the  aame  act 


the  change  which  he  proposed  iL 

*"'  '  offered  by  Mr.  R.  having  bee* 


The  amendment  oi 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnsoh,  of  Eenineki;,  the 
proposed  emendment  waa  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  the  whole  subject  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 
OEOBQIA  MIUTIA  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  the  Hoaac 
resolved  llaelf  into  a  Committee  oT  the  Whol^ 
on  the  bill  providing  for  ihe  payment  of  the  claima 
of  certain  detachmenuof  tne  militia  of  Qeorgis, 
for  acrrices  in  defence  of  that  Bute,  in  the  yeata 
1793  and  1794. 

Mr.  Coan  obaarved,  that  the  filUag  the  Uank 
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ireeKMrilr  involTcd  the  meriti  of  the  bill,  itjt, 
tbkt,  before  the  committee  could  be  required  to 
fill  (be  blank  wilh  m  certaio  aam,  they  sboald  be 
ntjifled  wheilet  aDytbin^  was  dne.  He  hoped 
be  ihoald  be  able  Batiiraciorilr  to  coDTinee  the 
committee  of  the  jiniiee  of  the  claim,  and  that 
tbt  iQBa  propoaed  was  the  proper  amount  to  be 
appropriaied. 

if  r.  C.  Mid,  that  the  paoificaiioD  of  the  lodiao 
Iribaa,  wliieh  wu  aniicipaled  by  the  Irealies  ft«de 
vilh  (hem  between  the  year*  17S7  and  1793, 

mom  the  Horibtreatern  fi 

CHBtei,  fiom  Briiiih  inlrigaei,  •■  waa  then  and 


[orihtreatern  ftoniieriof  the  Ua tied 


ycl  i(  faelieTed,  assumed  an  altiiade  of  widely 
Uiended  hoslility.  Nor  wu  it  Jong  before  tbeir 
thieate&ioga  lermiaaied  in  a  war,  so  dreadful  iD 
ita  eliaraeter,  that  the  people  pf  the  Notihwesl 
yet  have  cause  to  remember  it  with  gtief  and 
aonow.  The  iribea  upon  the  froDliers  of  the 
Stale  of  Georgia,  as  savage  in  their  chancier, 
ud  more  formidable  in  point  of  numbers,  were 
not  anch  less  indiDed  lo  hoslilily.  They  were 
sahjeet  to  Ibe  same  {nfloeaee  wbioh  had  been  ez- 
efded  npoH  their  Northern  brethren,  aided  by 
tlwi  of  Spain,  with  which  power  the  United 
Slates  were  at  that  lime  in  warm  ■•= — -  -■■ — 

the  aaviKBlionof  the  Mississippi , ,.. 

other  caascs.  The  iolruoes  of  Spain  were  at 
aw  lime  well  known,  aBds«aredydeBied,as  the 
pvUio  docdnents  of  the  day  ampl^  testify.  Of 
this,  any  gentleman  eonld  satisfy  himself  by  eon- 
avlttsg  the  Ttdome  of  secret  doeumesta,  lately 
pvblisned.  From  these  eaases,  Mr.  C.  said,  ii  the 
year*  1793-3,  theaittialioo  of  the  inkabltanis  upon 
the  Weatcm  frontiers  of  Georgia,  itas  nlarming 
to  va  indeuribablc  degiee.  Suffice  it  to  say,  as 
had  once  before  been  aaid  apon  the  same  snltiect. 
Att  the  peaee«hl«  eitisea  knew  not,  when  he  le^ 
tited  lo  repose,  that  he  would  ever  awake ;  or,  if 
&•  did,  that  ha  might  not  be  rowed  by  the  horrid 

Jdls  of  the  sava^  war-whoop,  and  but  lo  behold 
ii  bel^esa  &mily  the  Ueedin*  victims  of  tlM 
bdian  lomakawk  and  sealpiBs  uife. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected,  that  the  Bxeentire 
•f  Georgia  would  ealnly  behold  the  Uood-chiU- 
iBg  seeikes  of  M«tder  and  depredaiioa,  at  that  time 
,_.  p^  the  frontiers  of  the  State. 

,  ..t  would  have  merited  and  re- 

Mired  the  evraeeof  bis  conatrymen  and  posterity. 
pDrranttelj,  the  Executive  chair  of  »e  Bute 
was  then  fiUed  by  one  who  waa  ever  feelingly 
ihve  to  the  sufferings  of  bis  fellow- citizens.  He 
now  reposes  in  the  grave  I  Bat  bis  virtues  and 
U«  patrlotisia  are  yet  remembered,  and  bis  loss 
deplored.  1  allude,  said  Mr.  C.  to  the  late  Qov- 
ernor  Telfair, 

Early  in  ihe  year  17S3|be  made  the  necessary 
commaoicaiioDs  to  ihe  War  Department.  On 
the  a7th  of  October  of  that  year,  the  Secretary 
M  War,  by  letter,  gave  htm  a  most  amide  dls- 
eretlonary  power,  as  ibe  extract  followiog  will 
>how:  "If  the  information  yon  may  receive, 
'  shall  substantiate  clearly  any  hostile  designs  of 
'  the  Creeks  against  the  frontiers  of  Oeorgia,  you 
'  "Will  be  pleased  to  lake  the  moat  efitetttal  measures 


'  for  the  defence  thereof,  which  may  be  in  yonr 
'  power,  and  which  tbe  occasion  laey  ivqaiie.'* 
It  is  impdsaible  thai  words  better  salted  to  con- 
ferring an  ample  disorelionary  power  could  bave 
been  used.  The  Oovemor  of  Georgia  is  eonsij- 
tnied  the  judge  of  the  danger  and  of  the  amoont 
of  the  force.  The  state  of  the  froitien  required 
that  sndh  a  power  should  be  conferred,  at  that 
partjcnlar  time,  and  tl  was  conferred.  Ii  ww 
necessary,  because  of  the  nueeriainty  of  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  Indians  would  e«ry  their  hos- 
tility. It  was  Decessary,  because  of  the  ififfictilty, 
and  trooble,  and  expense,  of  bringing  a  militia 
force  into  action,  none  of  which  should  be  e>- 
countered,  if  M  be  avoided  wiiheat  danger. 

lo  aetibg  imder  this  power,  the  ExeemiTe  of 
Georgia  acted  Wilh  caution  and  prndence.     The 
power  was  conferred   in  October  179«.     Prom 
that  time,  until  the  rooolb  of  April,  1793,  the  dan- 
gers iucreesed,  and  acta  of  depredation  and  mur- 
der mottiplied  on  ibe  frooiieri.    Longer  delay  of 
action  would  have  been  criminal.    Oh  the  33d  or 
April,  1793,  Governor  Telfair  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  John  Habersham,  then  the  aKcni 
of  the  United  Bnates  for  furaiihing  supplies  in 
Georgia:    "Sir,  the  very  criiieil  sitnatioit    lo 
'  which  tbefrontier  settlers  are  red  need,  from  the 
late  murders  and  depredation*  committed  by  the 
Indians,  renden  it  indispensable  that  metba  be 
taken  to  guard  against  tbeir  iitroMb.    I  liaTo 
made  the  commnnicalionB  to  tbc  War  Deput- 
meni,  and,  in  the  ioterim,  have  to  request  jomt 
iasuiag  nder*  to  the  contractors  to  prorlde  n- 
tions  for  such  part  or  parts  of  the  miliiia  of  lUa 
Bniie  as  nay  be  called  iato  serviee,  to  be  fnr- 
.  nlshed  St  the  several  stations  and  places  of  rao- 
1  dexvoos.    In  order  that  yon  may  be  iafomed 
1  how  far  svcb  a  measure  is  correspondent  with 
i  the  system  adopted  by  the  General  Oovemaient, 
.  1  herewith  fbrnish  a  certified  copy  of  a  claw* 
,ofa  letter  from  the  Secietarr  ol^  War,  dated 
,  S?ih  Oeiobm  ISeS,"  (the  one  already  read,)  »  oa 
I  the  subject  of  Indian  a&ira."    Upon   the   r^ 
ceipt  of  Ibis  letter,  with  the  extract  reAtred  M, 
the  agent,  Mr.  Habersham,  bad  not  a  doubt  ■•  to 
tbe  poWen  of  the  Governor.    Heeoaeeived  Ihani 
to  be  so  ample,  so  uabonnded  indeed,  ifaat  be  dM 
not  hesiiate  a  moment  to  give  to  the  Qovaraw 
in  assurance,   that  his  requisition   for  sapnltee 
ihould  meet  with  prompt  attention.    The  leoly  of 
Mr.  Habersham,  dated  on  the  same  33d  of  April, 
will  at  once  prove  tkis.    *'Beingofopinioo,''saya 
he,  "that  I  shall  be  justified  by  the  aforesaid  ckua* 
in  doing  so,  I  shall  immediately  give  direction 
to  the  coniractor,  who  is  now  here,  lo  farniA 
supplies  to  sneh  of  the  militia  a*  may  be  drawn 
out  under  the  sanction  of  your  BxcelleDcy,  and 
will  communicate  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  aad  the  commanding  officer  of  the  faderaJ 
troops  ia  this  State  without  delay."    Under  this 
power,  and  under  these  arrangements  with  the 
officers  of  the  United   States,  the  Goremot  of 
Georgia  proceeded  to  coll  the  militia  iato  serviee. 
Need  it  be  again  said,  how  properly  1 

Mr.  C.  said  that  it  was  greatly  lo  be  r^ntied, 
that  the  pay  rolls,  which  only  would  afford  c*i- 
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!•■()«  or  th«  preeiM  forM  nrilH  IBM  lk«  leld, 
and  Iheir  time  of  tervkse,  b«d  bten  dmniy«d  in 
lh«  CMfitgntioa  of  tb«  pablie  baildiogi  —  **■■- 
ettf  bf  the  Bridtb  In  (Iw  fmn  1814.  h 
hsmv,  homTor,  Iff  hareii  in  hii  pomr  to 
iIm  Commiliee,  llwi,  from  information  wbieh  ha 
bad  rwaind,  nod  wlHOti  hemn  diq>«Md  to  cf<- 
dit,  n  dvplime  of  thcjMr  tolb  «■•  r^t  io  «[iM- 
•B««  in  ib«  Stnte  of  Qcorgin.  Por  nU  tbn  pai- 
poMB  of  correct  tegHlntioa,  lb<M  wan  wffieMnt 
aridence  to  be  found  in  eertain  Mtimattt,  whieb 
bav*  not  been  dofrojred,  and  wbi«b  irere  calett- 
lated  from  ih«  pay-rollB  beforo  Ibeir  dcMrnotloa, 
Prom  tbcM,  the  names  of  moai  of  the  oSoen, 
witb  the  nvmber  (irtlbont  the  name*)  of  ikrir 
BMD,  and  the  length  of  their  term*  of  Mrviaa, 
aonld  be  aaeertaincd.  The  eatimatML  togathH 
with  n  leirer  from  the  Seereuujr  nt  War  to  the 
OoTeraor  of  Oeontin,  ifaow  that,  nt  oae  period. 
there  were  from  eight  hundred  to  one  tboanand 
two  hundred  militia  in  the  Sold.  The 
alno  prored  the  faet,  that  the  mitiliawere  moMlf 
detached  for  ihorl  terms  of  Mrrice,  and  were  dis- 
ebar||ed  when  the  danger*^  the  froniien  no  longer 
rcqwred  their  seirieei. 

Eren  upon  the  nippositioti,  thai  the  foU  nam- 
bar  of  twelve  bandred  men  had  been  kept  in  sc^ 
Tioe  from  April,  1798,  until  Jnae,  ITM.  (at  whioh 
daf  ihe;  were  disbanded.)  ha  thoagM  that  be 
•boald  be  nMe  to  ehow  to  the  Commilitt,  that  tba 
force  was  not  disproporlioned  to  the  danger  which 
tbreateoed.  Thelrontienorihe  Stalaof  Qeorsia 
eKteaded  along  the  botders  of  two  natiooa  of  I&- 
diaas,  at  that  time  eqanilf  hostile.  The  whole 
extent  of  the  exposed  frontier  was  npwarda  of 
font  hnadred  miles  from  the  Togeloo  rinr  around 
lb*  western  paria  of  the  State,  to  the  mouth  of 
the  St.  Hsrf  >■  river.  It  is  well  kaowa,  that  all 
thai  Brlliib  and  Bpaolah  iatrigves  eoald  do,  was 
dtme  to  excite  both  these  natiooa  to  a  war. 
North  Carolina,  Souib  Carolina,  and  the  tanitorf 
whieh  has  ainee  been  created  into  the  Stale  of 
Tennesace, 
wcU  ofdeifc 

aad  Upper  Creeks,  to  wboee  raragos  the  upper 
paita  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia  were  eqaallj  as 
much  or  more  expesed.  On  the  seaibeta  frao' 
tier  were  the  Lower  Creeks,  wbo  had  already 
commenced  the  work  of  d<«tb  and  eiiuffhter. 
Tbe  frontier,  io  iu  whole  length,  was  bat  AMy 
llhablted.  Add  to  all  these  coasiderationa  the 
ftei,  that  the  Oorernor  of  Qeergia  was  eonfned 
la  dehnriTe  opetatioDS  only,  and  was  rMtrlcted 
from  prosecuting  the  war  by  innding  tbe  Creek 
oatioB.  The  fact  will  be  learned  ftom  the  letter 
of  the  Beeretarr  ofWartotheOorernorof  Qeor* 
gii,  dated  the  30th  May,  1793.  Had  the  wishes 
of  Qoreraoi'  Telfair  been  attcaded  to,  upon  this 
nrtjecl— had  be  been  pennltted  to  carry  the  war 
into  the  heart  of  the  enemies'  eonntry,  as  he  one 
lime  prepnied  to  do,  and  by  which  onl^  can  an 
Indias  war  be  effecinally  terminated,  this  appli- 
cation for  so  laive  a  mm  would  not  now  be  made 
at  the  hands  oi  Congress.  Prom  (his  meainre 
he  was  howerer  tamed  by  the  positiTc  orderc  of 
the  War  Department  in  Beptcmber,  1793.    BW, 


under  all  thase  eircamalaaaea,  Mr.  C.  fboi^t 
that  the  Committee  woaU  be  oonTiitced,  that  a 
less  force  than  the  one  employed,  would  baaa 
been  ioefioetnal  even  for  the  puipeaa  of  iavaaio^ 
aad  he  thought  that  aiy  oae,  at  all  aeaaaiated 
with  Indian  warfhre,  would  be  eoariaeed,  that  it 
would  be  lesB  eiectual  for  defeneCb  He  was  also 
willing  to  submit  to  the  Conmlttee,  whetho  Iba 
Qoreroorof  Oeorgiaenieised  the  diacreiioa ^td 
tbe  power  eonferted  Upon  him  in  an  incaaiioaa 
or  impmdeot  manner. 

Soon  after  the  militia  was  called  into  acTvieei 
the  power  of  tbe  Qorernor  of  Qeo^a  was  aoa- 
pended,  by  a  letter  addressed  to  him  from  the 
Beeretarr  of  War,  dated  on  the  30th  of  Hay, 
1793.  This  letter  is  of  the  most  extraordinary 
character.  It  declared.  "  tbat,  from  ctmsidera- 
'  tioaa  of  policy,  at  this  eiitieal  period,  rdative  lo 
'  foreign  Power^and  lb«  pending  treaty  with  the 
'  noriheni  Indians, it  fs deemed adrisabletoaToid, 
'  for  the  present,  offensive  ezpedilioas  into  tlui 
'  Creek  eonntry.  But,  from  the  ciTcnmitnaces 
'  of  tbe  late  depredations  ob  the  fioniia*  of  Qeor* 
'  via,  it  is  ttaonght  cKpedienl  to  inereaM  Iks  foiM 
'  in  that  quarter  for  defensive  parposaa.  Tbt 
'  Pre«dent,thnafora,antboriiesyonrExeelleBair 
'  to  call  into  aad  keep  in  seivica  in  additioa  lo  tlw 
'  regalar  force  stationed  in  GeowiA  (which  U 
'  that  time  could  not  have  euecdMoae  kundnd, 
'and  were  of  no  use)  one  hundred  horse  andoM 
'  hundred  foot,  to  be  employed  osdet  iha  er4«ti 
'  of  Colonel  Chither,  in  npalUng  inroads,  aa  eir> 
'  eomstanees  shall  raquirt."  One  huidnd  hane 
and  oae  huadicd  foot  to  repel  the  iateads  of  two  of 
.rage  and  warlike  tribm  tf  IndiaM 


upon  the  whole  ceoiineat.  on  a  fmaiier  extend- 
'  fi  upwards  of  four  Ituaured  milea  I  Sir,  wiid 
r.  U.,  thedestnietioiiaitdavetthraw  ofaoebt 


ilim*  with  the 


force  would  ttava  been  bat  a 


the  propriety  of  thia  policy. 
erdet  could  be  executed,  and  the  tcoons  diobaad- 
ed,  on  the  lOih  day  of  iuac,  1793,  ealr  l«n  dftjn 
thereafter,  tbe  £accntive  of  tbe  United  Stala* 
•ema  to  have  been  sensible  of  its  inpCoptielyj 
ind,  aecerdiagly,  ia  a  letter  to  the  OoearaM  of 
leorgia,  he  tm-~"  The  Btau  «f  Georfia  baiag 
invaded,  or  la  immiDoat  danger  thereof  th« 
measures  taken  by  yoar  Bxcellcacy  may  ha 
eonsldarad IndispeaeabU.  Youate  tbe  jndgeof 
the  danger,  and  wilt  uodoubtadJj;  proporlwa  the 
drience  to  eaigeociea.  The  Picsiaeot,  ttOwaTn, 
expresses  his  eeafidaace,  that  as  soon  a*  the 
danger  whieh  baa  induced  you  to  call  out  aa 
laige  a  body  of  tnwp*,  shall  have  subnde^  that 
you  will  reduce  the  troops  to  the  ezuiing  atet* 
of  ihiags,  indeed  to  the  Dumber  meaitoned  ia 
my  letter  of  the  30lb  ubimo,  daplioatea  of  which 
have  been  forwarded,  provided  the  safety  of  tho 
froaiierswill  admit  the  msasura."  If  any  doubts 
oottld  have  existed  of  the  powec  given  to  tba 
Qovcrnor  of  Qeorgia,  before  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  they  were  put  to  rest  thereafter.  By  this, 
he  was  expressly  made  the  judge  of  the  degree  of 
danger,  and  of  the  nnmbcr  and  extent  of  tbe  force. 
It  conuins  an  ackncwledgmeut  of  the  fact,  that 
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a  Uige  bodr  of  troopi  had  beta  called  into  tervicc, 
bat  eoiuider«  the  mearare  as  haTinc  been  iadia- 

CnaMe.    It  exprcMM  a  hope  that  ih«  foree  will 
rcdaeed,  jtt  leaving  the  Qararnor  ~ 
wbcn  Ibe  Mfetr  of  the  frontiera  will  i 
lednatioo  lo  tare  place. 

After  the  receipt  of  thit  lettei  the  Ooveroor 
«oald  not  ba*e  mutaken  hii  powera.  To  aSbrd 
eouplela  avide&ce,  bowerer.  of  this  fact,  Me.  C. 
oallcd  the  atteatioD  of  the  CommiLtee  to  a  letter 
of  the  same  date,  (10th  June,  1793,)  from  the  War 
DeparlineDt  to  the  OoTenior  of  Boaib  Carolina, 
in  wbieh  be  i*  reqaeeted,  "  that,  in  caae  the  fron- 
'  tier*  of  Qeorgia  aboald  be  Mriontir  invaded  bjr 
'  large  bodie*  of  lodiani,  be  woald_,  Dpon  tbe  re- 
'  queat  of  ibe  Qovernor  of  Georgia,  direct  enob 
'  paita  of  the  militia  of  Sonlh  Carolina  to  march 
'  to  the  aMisUDce  of  Oeorgia,  aa  the  caaa  m^l 
■  reqnire ;  for  the  expeneea  of  which  tbe  United 
'  Statei  wonid  be  responaible."  Here  anio  ia  ibe 
Gtovernor  of  Georgia  recogaiied,  ai  being  tbe 
judge  of  the  aeetmitf  of  tne  call,  and  cloibed 
witb  power  of  making  the  reqaett  of  the  Ezceu' 
tire  of  Soaib  Carolina.  But,  it  also  contaioi 
eTidenee  of  another  fact,  that  the  detachment  of 
the  foree  bv  the  order,  or  a(  the  reqaeat  of  the 
Governor  of  Georgia,  wai  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  Sietea. 

The  report  of  tbe  committee  at  ihia  aesuon, 
upon  the  claim,  layi,  that  there  is  no  evidence 
that  tlii*  power  was  cooclaaively  withdrawn  from 
the  Governor  of  Georgia,  notii  Febraarf,  17U. 
There  if,  however,  a  letter  of  the  19th  July,  1793, 
which  Mr.  Dearborn,  Secretary  at  War,  in  bis 
r^OTt,  leccns  to  think  contained  in  it  enonob  to 
amaonttoan  order,  withdrawing  the  power.  Tliia 
lettei  was  seat  by  Constant  Freeman,  who  bad 

Kne  to  the  Sute  of  Georgia  as  agent  of  tbe  War 
epartment,  for  ttie  exprest  purpose  of  snperin- 
teuding  alt  matters  in  wnjcb  tbat  department  was 
eoncaroed  on  that  frontier.  This  letter  contains 
an  ezpre**  order.  Alibongh  tbe  Seeretary  at 
Wu  most  have  been  apprized  of  the  Qovemor's 
proceedings  to  a  period  as  late  as  Jooe  ISlh,  of 
which  date  ha  acknowledges  lo  have  received 
letter*  from  the  Govaraor,  yet  doe*  lie  bestow  no 
oeuvreformaasaresalready adopted.  Hiapower 
is  not  withdrawn.  The  judgment  and  diseielion 
which  he  liad  previonsly  been  required  to  exer- 
eise,  was  not  questioned.  On  the  contrary,  from 
the  iDontb  of  September,  1793,  aniil  Febrnary, 
1794,  although  the  Department  must  have  known 


February,  1794,  a  positive  order  was  sent,  and 
before  lit  of  June  thet«a(ter,  the  whole  force 
called  out,  except  certain  specified  coi^,  were 
dismissed.  Bven  this  order  contains  an  expres- 
sion, significant  of  the  belief  of  the  WarDepart- 
neni,  that  the  United  Btales  were  liable  for  the 
ezpengea  of  the  militia  in  service  previous  lu  that 
time.  For  it  declares,  that  the  United  States 
would  not,  iherearnr,  be  pledged  for  the  expenses. 
This  can  mean  nothing  elie  insn  that  the  United 
Slates  held  themselves  previously  pledged;  espe- 
eiaUy  a^  uniit  that  penod,  the  issue  of  sappTies 


of  proviaioM  had  oavar  been  prohibited.  That 
the  Governor  of  Qeorgia  did  not  conaider  hi* 
powen  withdrawn  is  evideoL  The  militia  were  - 
reUined  until  Govern  or  Tel  fair  went  oat  of  offioe, 
and  for  sodm  iBenths  after  Govenor  Maiihewi 
came  inco  ic  Bven  if  the  letter  of  IDih  Jaly, 
1793,  should  be  coosidsred  as  an  order  to  diseharM 
lbs  fofoe  called  out,  yet  another  awnnMat  fa 
fkvor  of  this  claim  is  lo  be  derived  (ron  tbcaa 
facts.  Tbe  claim  is  made  by  tbe  individnal  pet- 
son*  performiag  the  service*,  aod  not  by  tbe 
Sute.  Tbe  Governor  bad  power  from  the  Qea- 
etal  Goveminent  to  call  them  into  aervice  in  the 
first  insianse.  It  wa*  the  doty  of  the  miiiiiamu 
obey — it  did  not  belong  to  him  to  call  for  the 
order*  issued  to  his  superiors,  thai  he  might  jndgs 
wfaelhsr  hi*  *uperiori  had  pursued  them  ;  not 
ooght  be  to  be  deprived  of  hts  piiianoe  of  pmy,  U 
his  superiors  have  cUher  neglected  or  «9x«eeded 
their  orders.  If  the  power,  by  which  be  wa*  called 
out,  was,  in  the  first  inataiice,  sufficient,  his  reten- 
tion ia  service  i*  not  his  fkult,  nor  should  b«   be 

But,  there  are  other  arguments  of  ibc  justice 
of  the  claim.  It  is  a  fact,  that  the  whole  force, 
be  their  number*  great  or  amslL  which  was  or- 
dared  into  *ervice  by  Governor  Telfair,  was  Tar- 
nished with  proviaions,  and  other  supplies,  by  ih* 
United  Stales'eontractors,during  the  wboie  time 
of  aervice,  and  hi*  accounts  vera  admitted  aad 
paid  two  years  af^er  the  troops  were  disbanded. 
Ceriainly  this  fact,  were  iheie  no  others,  wouJi^ 
of  itself,  oe  conclusive  evidence,  that  the  Bxeco- 
tive  of  the  United  State*  considered  the  milium 
to  have  been  in  their  service. 

There  i*  another  circumstaace  well  worthy  of 
onsideration.  All  other  militia  in  service,  dni- 
ing  the  same  period,  have  been  paid  by  tbe  Quitad 
Sute*.  Tha*e  of  the  Naiihwe*iera  Tenitoiy, 
(now  Kentncky  and  Ohio,)  those  of  South  Car- 
olina, and  ihoHeof  the  Southwestern  Territory, 
(now  State  of  Tennessee,)  which  laat  were 
waging  a  war  of  invaaioo,  aninst  positive  ordeia, 
have  all  been  paid  by  the  Qovetnmeni.  Upoa 
what  principle  of  jusuce,  then,  can  the  militia  of 
Georgia  atoae  be  excluded  from  theeqaally  hard- 
earned  reward  of  services  equally  meritoroua  1 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  let  il  not  be  said  that  ih«  Qov- 
.  _nor  of  Qeorgia  exceeded  his  authority — I  hope 
I  have  proved  that  his  authority  was  ample,  and 
thaihe  did  no  more  than  bis  duty,  lothediscl>arg« 
of  whieh  he  was  urged  by  the  very  critical  situ- 
ation of  the  State  over  which  be  preculad ;  not 
let  it  be  said,  that  the  force  detached  was  greater 
ihan  necessary,  because  the  murders  and  depra- 
dationsof  the  Indians  had  insomemeasnraceaaed. 
The  truth  is,  they  did  not  cease,  and,  if  le**  fre- 
quent, it  was  because  of  the  character  and  impo- 
sing numbers  of  the  foree  detached.  With  equal 
impropriety  can  it  be  said,  that  the  Slate  of  Geor- 
gia is  liable  far  these  services.  If  i  am  correctly 
informed,  there  is  not  lo  be  found,  upon  ibe  re- 
cord* of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  a  single  aa 
or  resolution  directing  the  militia  to  he  called 
out.  The  Consiiiuiion  of  the  United  State*  bad 
intruaied  the  Geuetal  Government  witb  the  com- 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


529 


mSTOBT  OF  OONeRBSa 


530 


1817. 


BM  defence,  m  tbal  (h«  Stita  tker*  lift  tli«  m- 
meni  oftbia  olum.  Allhoofh  fiMQcDt  apiuiei- 
tlon  tuta  beeD  niMle  (o  the  Lfgislanits  of  that 
Bute,  the  clkimaDti  have  aniformlf  been  referred 
10  the  United  State*— tbef  now,  probably  for  the 
lait  time,  aak  jiutiee  at  rout  bandB :  tfaer  un  uk 
for  it  nowhara  elw,  and  thej^  riehlr  deaetra  it. 
Hnny  a  eitizen,  now  buking  in  the  aunahioe  of 
pemee,  baa  been  nred  bj  their  servicei  from  an 
enrlr  and  a  Uoodr  crave  ;  tbef  were  ever  ready 
wben  th«  hoar  of  danger  apprMebed;  manf  of 
ihem  wer«  poldien,  tried  aofaien  of  the  Rerola- 
tion,  and  ibe  namei  of  some  of  the  foaoger  part 
of  them  are  to  be  found  on  tbe  lial  of  thoie  wbo 
fongbt  and  bled  under  GtonemL  Flofd  in  tbe  late 
var;  nunf  have  filled,  and  lome  yet  Sll  offieee 
of  higb  Irnil  and  honor  in  the  Slate.  Irreroaina 
for  tUf  natJDD  to  show  whether  to  such  men  the; 
will  ao)' longer  fnrniaba  pretext  for  saving  "  Re- 
pnblicaare  onjuat,  and  my  eounlr*  it  a  Republic" 
Mr.  C.  mid  be  would  not  mneb  longer  detain  the 
Comniittee.  The  lum  with  wbicb  be  propoied 
to  Gil  the  blnok,  wu  tbe  «um  ealeulated  by  the 
Secretary  at  War  to  be  doe  for  all  the  tervicei 
nerformed,  a*  well  by  the  particular  corps  of  two 
nondred  hor>«  and  two  hundred  foot  expreaely 
ordered  into  service,  aa  by  the  militia  called  into 
aervice  under  ifaegeneraianlhority  given  toQov- 
eraor  Tetfeir  in  the  dooamenta  already  read  to 
the  CommitMe.  It  might  appear  somewhat 
BtraDge  thel  anylhiog  ahould  yet  b«  doe  to  the 
pariicolar  oorpa  cipressl^  ordered  ;  yet  it  wa* 
true  that  there  yet  remained  unpaid  to  them  the 
snm  of  813,159  63.  "Tbe  remaining  mm  of 
0129,375  6^"  aaya  tbe  Ekereurr  at  War,  "  it  for 
*  aeirieei  which  were  not  coniidered  by  tbe  Bx- 
'  eeotive  of  the  United  States,  nor  by  tbe  igent 
'  of  the  War  Departmeoi,  as  fnlly  aathotizea  by 
'  the  aeneralOoTenHnent,andfor  wbiehnopay- 
'  menia  have  b«eo  made."  Tbe  Secretary  it  of 
opiaioa  tbai  these  servieee  "  not  follv  autbortzed" 
ought,  in  jostiee,  to  be  paid  up  for  tine  year  1793. 
Mr.  C  coold  see  no  reason  why,  if  tliey  were 
paid  to  that  time,  payment  for  tbe  full  period  of 
terviee  was  not  equally  JusL  Any  principles  of 
jnstise  whieh  would  exiepd  lo  tbose  who  terved 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1793,  would  extend 
to  those  who  terved  in  1794. 


Mr. 


sfor 


further  invettigation  of  the  f  roonds  of  this  claim, 
moved  that theCommillee rise;  whicbwas agreed 
to.  And  the  Committee  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Wedhbsdat,  December  31. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  firoiu  South  Caro- 
lina, J^MBB  Bbvih,  appeared,  produced  his  ere- 
deatialt,  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Tncxu,  of  Virginia,  preteuied  a  petition 
of  the  Pietident  and  Directors,  of  the  Auxiliary 
Colonization  Society,  of  Frederick  coaniy,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  praying  that  the  plan  at  present 
before  the  National  L^istaiurej  for  colonizing 
tbe  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States^  may 
be  adopted  and  carried  into  effect. — Referred  to 


tbe  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  tbe 
tepreten  la  lives  of  the  annnal  meeting  of  the  so- 
ciety of  Friends,  in  Baltimore. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stoxxb,  the  Committee  on 
Pablic  Lands  were  iostrunted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providiDg,  by  law,  for  the  intro- 
duction into  all  patents  hereafter  to  be  issued,  for 
lands  sold  or  granted  by  the  United  Biaiet,  of  a 
reservation,  to  the  use  oi  the  United  Sutes,  of  all 
gold  and  lilver  mines. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Humtihotoh,  tbe  Seeretary 
of  War  waa  directed  to  lav  before  tbii  House  • 
return  of  the  arms  and  military  ttoret  fumisheil 
to  tbe  respective  States  nsder  tbe  provisions  oC 
the  laws  M 1808,  appropriating  annuallr,  tbe  anra 
oftwohundred  thmiaaoa  doUan  "  for  the  f nroitb  ing 
arms  and  military  eqni^nents  lo  the  whole  body 
of  the  militia  of  the  Uoiled  States  ;"  and  also  to 
inform  this  Hoose  on  wbat  principle  the  distii- 
boiion  has  been  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hdntihotoh,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  in- 
structed lotake  into  consideration  tbe  expedieney 
of  providing,  by  law^o  authorize  [he  Goveroora 
of  States  Bod  Territories,  for  the  time  being,  to 
receive  and  transmit  through  the  post  offices  all 
official  commnnications  free  of  postage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAiajfAoan,  after  a  few  r«- 
marks,  explaining  that,  witboai  some  uich  pro- 
vbion,  the  widow  of  the  lamented  Lawrence 
would  be  in  a  few  months  utterly  destitute  of  the 
means  of  sappoit,  it  was 

Revived,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiain 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienovof 
continuing  the  pension  of  half  pay  to  the  widow 
of  Capiam  James  Lawrence,  deceased,  during 
her  widowhood  ;  or,  in  case  of  its  sooner  termi- 
nation, to  hit  infant  daughter,  until  she  arrives  to 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Mr.  RosBBTsON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pablic  Landtgwho  had  been  inttrncted  to  inquire 
what  furibei  provisions  are  necessary  for  the 
more  cffeetnal  prevention  of  fraadt  in  ihe  pur- 
ebaae  of  lands,  made  a  report  adverte  to  any  ftir- 
iher  proviiions  ao  the  subject. 

Mr.  WiLbuiia,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claimt,  reported  a  bill  for  the  r^ 
lief  of  John  Anderionj  of  the  Michigan  Terri- 
tory, whieh  bill  was  twice  read  and  committal.' 

Ur.  Edwsrdb  offered  the  following  retolntlon: 

Btuhad,  That  the  Prssidant  of  tbs  United  SlatM  . 
be  leqneKed  to  ouiae  lo  be  laid  beftm  this  House  in- 
Ibimslien  of  the  nombar  of  States  which  have  ratitfed 
the  ISlh  article  of  (he  sinai^iDents  lo  tbe  (Touatiln- 
tion  of  the  Uoiled  States,  pnipMsd  al  tbe  ■ooood  se»- 
aion  of  the  Iltb  Congress,  [probibitiaf  107  citixan  of 
lbs  United  Stales  ftom  actsptiog  or  reteimog  any  title 
of  nobility,  pension,  office  or  emoloment,  without  the 
conssnt  of  Congraa^  &om  any  foreign  Prince  ec 
Power,  dec.] 

Mr.  BnwABDa  slated  that  bit  motion  was  in- 
duced by  some  doubti  whether  the  article  referred 
lo  bad  been  ratified  by  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
Slates  to  make  it  a  part  of  tbe  Conttiiuiion,  al- 
though it  appeared  as  such,  he  perceived,  in  Ihe 
copies  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
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HcniBe ;  and  it  wm  dctinVle  that  a  face  sa  tmmr- 
t*nt  iboald  be  placed  beyood  qaestion.  The 
motion  v»  «gieed  to  wiihoBt  opmnltioii. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentackr.  suDmiited  a  joint 
resoliilioa  to  aatborize  the  pablieaiion  of  the  laws 
of  tbe  United  StRtes  wltbin  the  several  States 
and  Territories  of  the  United  Stales,  (autboriz- 
ng  Ibe  pnblieaiiOD  ia  anf  Dumber  of  newepapers 
deemed  proper,  not  exceeding  six ;)  which  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  tJie  Committee  on  the 
Jadloiarf. 

The  bill  for  (be  relief  of  John  ADdermn  passed 
fhroogh  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  fot  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Hoase  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
Htltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  due  execuiioa  of  the  Isws  of  the  United  States 
in  tbe  State  of  Mississippi. 

To  that  proTiclon  of  tbe  bill  which  fixes  the 
salary  of  the  district  judge,  as  repotted  by  tbe 
Judiciary  Committee,  Mr.  Poihdbxtbh  objected, 
and  entered  into  several  ststemenis,  exhibiting 
tbe  ardnons  duties  wbieh  would  devolve  oa  that 
officer,  and  the  probable  amount  of  his  necessary 
expenses,  to  show  that  the  proviston  proposed  for 
hira  in  the  bill  was  inadequate;  and  that  the 
subject  might  be  again  examined,  and  more  cor- 
rectly settled  by  the  seleat  committee,  who  could 
do  so  with  more  ease  and  facility  than  could  be 
done  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase,  Mr.  F. 
sored  that  the  Ooramillee  rise,  and  report  pn>- 

,  Tbe  Committee  of  the  Wbele  thea  rose  and 
reported  progress,  and,  on  tbe  suggestion  of  Mr. 
PotRDBxTER,  was  refused  leave  to  sit  again;  and, 
on  his  motion,  the  hill  was  then  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

INTEREST  ON  CLAIMS. 

Oa  motion  of  Hr.  CoLaTon,  tbe  House  look 
up  for  consideration  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  ThompeoD,  [authofizlng  a 
iwiew  of  bis  claim  formerly  adjusted  and  set- 
tled, and  tbe  paymeat  of  snob  interest  as  may 
appear  due.] 

Borne  diwussion  took  place  on  the  sutiQeot,  in 
which  Messrs.  C01.8TOK  and  RbBa  warmly  and 
at  soma  length  advocated  the  eqniiy  of  the  peti- 
tiooet'B  right  to  interest  on  a  claim  so  just  as  that 
oa  which  it  was  fonoded. 

Mr.  HoFxmaoK  qoeeiioned  the  prbpriety  of 
allowing  tbe  interest  in  ibis  ease,  whan  it  had 
Inen  lefased  in  others  equally  strong,  and  so 
Often  tUat  it  seemed  to  amouci  to  a  rule,  and 
nentioned  particularly  the  ease  (^  Qenbral  St 
Clair,  who  to  this  day  was  denied  inietest  on 
money  aeiualty  advanced  «Ut  of  his  own  pocket 
for  ihe  public  use. 

Mr.  JoBHson,  of  Kentucky,  denied  that  there 
was  any  rule  on  tbe  subject,  or  that  tbe  practice 
of  Congress  was  uniform  in  refusing  interest, 
and  be  cited  the  case  of  the  widow  of  tbe  late 
Alexander  Hamilton,  who,  not  for  money  ad- 
Tanced  by  her  husband,  but  only  for  services  ren- 
dered, received  interest  on  tbe  amount  of  ber 
claim. 


Hr.  CoLSTOir  replied  also  to  Ur.  HopxniaoN, 

and  quoted  other  examples  in  similar  caae^  to 
show  that  the  practice  of  the  House  aotliorixed 
'this  allowBne& 

Messrs.  Sbibwood,  Baylbt,  Wm.  P.  ISaclay, 
LivEnuoHs,  and  Oolb,  alto  took  pari  in  ihia  dis- 
eussion  favorable  to  tbe  petitioner;  tbe  two  flrsi- 
oamed  fentlemeo  aod  the  last  speakJM  also  on 
the  subject  of  the  case  of  Qeneral  Sl  Clair, 
which  bad  been  incidentally  iotrodneed.  Mr. 
OuLS,  particularly,  protested  agsiost  4be  present 
oeenpilion  of  the  House,  spending  their  tim^ 
he  said,  in  bantlBg  for  same  statute  or  some  bar 
10  Ihe  just  claim  of  a  man  who  had,  in  ibe  Rev- 
olution, given  all  his  worldly  goods  and  «  part  of 
his  blood  in  support  of  the  independence  of  bis 
conittry.  And  now,  in  1817.  and  00  the  very  last 
day  of  the  year,  after  Ihe  Ispse  of  so  long  a  time, 
be  was  sorry  to  see  the  House  engaged  in  search- 
ing for  ;iTecedeots  to  keep  this  veiemn  ont  of  his 
just  claim.  For  his  part,  Mr.  O.  said,  if  there 
was  a  statnie  as  slroog  as  braes  itself,  or  ea  ootid 
as  the  pillars  of  the  Capitol,  be  would  blow  it  to 
powder  to  do  justice  to  a  soldier  of  the  RctoIu- 
tioD,  and  that  soldier,  too,  snch  a  maa  an  John 
Thompson.  As  to  the  case  of  the  aged  St.  Clair, 
Mr.  O.  said  that  was  a  subject  which  ought  not 
to  be  mentioned  in  this  House  in  Ihe  face  of  day; 
Ihe  treatment  of  that  naan  ought  to  be  spoken  of 
here  DBly  in  ibe  night. 

Tbe  bill  was  finally  ordered,  nem.  gor.,  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

JUDICIAL  RECORDft. 

After  rafusing  sncoessively  to  uke  up  tke  bill 
to  authorize  expattiatioB,  aail  the  bill  remeetin; 
Ihe  claims  of  tbe  State  of  Qcorgia  for  miUiiaier- 
viees  rendered  in  1798  and  17EK^  the  House  wcat 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  to  pre- 
scribe the  effect  certain  records  and  judicial  pro- 
ceeding* of  Ihe  Courts  of  each  State  shall  have 
in  every  State,  and  in  Ae  Coarta  of  the  United 
Slates. 

The  bill  received  some  amendments,  aad  con- 
siderable discnsslon  took  place  on  its  details,  in 
Which  Messrs.  Pihdall,  STORaa,  Sraona,  of 
UBssaehasetts,  H.  Nelbon,  of  Virginia,  Bi>- 
WABoa,  Baldwih,  WknuAx,  LtTBuaoKB,  Bpbw 
OBB,  aad  Bbbobeb  joined. 

After  the  Committee  bad  loott  aoaw  time  on 
the  stibjeot,  Mr.  Ci.at  (Speuer)  ros^  aad  ob- 
serving that  as— -eilher  from  its  being  tbe  last 
day  otthe  year  or  from  some  other  cause,  ha 
knew  not  what— tbe  House  seemed  leas  interest- 
ed in  tbis  subject  than  its  importance  merited, 
moved  that  tbe  Committee  rise ;  which  being 
agreed  lo,  tbe  Committee  rose^  reported  progress 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again.  And  tbe  Honst 
adjourned  to  Friday  next. 

FaioAT,  Jannaty  2, 1818. 

Another  member,  to  wit;  from  Massachusetts, 
TiMOTBT  Fulleb,  appeared,  prodoced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Settlb  preseated  a  petition  of  tbe  Haao- 
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mlwion  ind  Coloaizaclon  Societjr  of  North  Criro- 
liDijprayiog  t6at  the  plan  at  prewDl  berore  the 
N*tianalIi^islaiaTe,forcaloniziiigtherreep«ople 
or  eolor  of  the  Uniied  Staiei,  may  be  adopted 
and  carried  Into  effect  .—Refer  red  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  >  petition  from  the  represeaia- 
tatiTes  of  the  armnil  meeting  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  in  Baltimore. 

Mr.  I4OWNOES,  from  the  Committee  of  Wftys 
sod  Means,  made  a  report  Oa  the  petitioo  of  Pur- 
ley  Keyes,  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  L.  re- 
ported a  bin  for  the  relief  of  Purley^  Keyei  and  Ja- 
son Fairbanks]  which  was  read  tw]ce,aDdcammit- 
ted  10  a  Cofflroitlee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Abraham  Byia^ion  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Comioiltee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.RBBA.fromiheCommiiteeoQPensioiiBand 
Reroluiioaary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  payment  of  certain  eerlificaleaj  which 
was  read  twice,  and  cotnioitied  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hekbert,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  a  eourt-houie,  jail,  ana  poblic 


committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hcea  NELeot),  from  the  Commiltee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of 
the  Uoited  States  within  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment ;  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next, 

Mr.  Ruoa  Nblson,  from  the  same  committee, 
who  was  iosttacted  to  itiqaire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  altering  the  third  section  of  the  act  to 
eataibtish  a  goTernment  la  the  Territory  of  Ala- 
bama, made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NxLSoM,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
was  iostroetcd  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of 
bnildinff  offices  for  the  nfe-keepinji  of  the  records 
of  the  oislrict  conhs,  also  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NbaoR,  fronh  the'  *am«  committee,  wbo 
WBt  instraeted  10  in^nite  lalo  the  expi^ieney  of 
iiici«asii)g  the  compniHliOB  of  the  marshal  of 
tba  iMrthera  dittrtet  of  New  Terk,  made  report, 
which  was  read,  ind  the  resolotion  therein  con- 
trined  was  eoffenrred  in  hjr  the  House,  as  follows :' 

Saohti,  Thst  it  is  not  necessary  to  incnase  the 
eampensatiou  to  the  marsUd  of  the  northeni  district 
of  Kew  folk. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  JohbAoM,  of  Keatoeky,  Ibe 
Committee  of  Claims  were  huiraeied  to  iuqtrire 
iatoMie  expediency  of  proriding,  br  law,  for  ex- 
temiiii^thbpfoniianBof  an  act,  entitled  "An  ael, 

Cviding  for  the  payment  of  claiina  for  property 
,  capinred,  or  destroyed  by  the  eoemy,  while 
ia  lae  mJliury  Ber*ice  of  the  United  Slates^  and 
for  olber  purposes." 

On  motiOB  of  Mr.  Pifdali-  the  Committee  on 
the  Jwlieiuy  wen  inatmcteo  to  inquire  into  the 


expediency  of  estsb)ishia(r  a  district  court  in  Vir- 
l[inis,  west  of  the  AlleghaDy  mountains. 

The  SpBtKBB  laid  berore  the  House,  a  letter 
from  ihe  Secretary  of  Slate,  communicating  his 
report  o<t  the  petitjon  of  Richard  Mitchell,  jr.  aad 
others;  which  *ere  read  mni  ordered  l»lia  OB 
the  table. 

On  motbn  of  VL'h  Livibmou,  it  was  sritted 
thM  the  Glvf^  proevra  t«  be  prhited  fin-  the  nae 
of  this  HouiK,  six  hundred  copies  of  a  report,' 
bearing  data  the  30th  February,  1800,  made  by 
JtimcH  MtfHeHry,  then  Seoreiary  of  War,  on  the 
subject  of  claims  of  certain  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  for  compensation  for  military  services 
rendered  from  the  83d  of  April,  1793,  to  the  33th 
of  Jaly,  1794,  and  all  olber  reports  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  on  ibe  same  subject,  together  with 
the  docnments  accompanying  the  eaid  reports. 

Tbe  following  joint  resolution,  submiiied  by 
Mr.  Wbitkad,  was  read  twice  arid  ordered  to  he 
engrossed  and  read  b  third  time  on  Monday 
next: 


iUd,  ThM  thirty  ei^ea  of  the  Wws,  pasMd  at  tbe  ft 

and  saeend  aetsioBs  of  tte  PonrtMatb  Coagseaa,  le- 

ke  of  the  SMM<«r  of  Stale,  be  ta 

he  eOee  ef  the  CMk  of  Ibe  Heoae 

fin  tbe  UM  of  the  nenbess  Aexnf. 

Ad  engrofeeeU  bin,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition 
to  tbe  ae^  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Thompson,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Ander- 
son, was  read  a  third  time.  [This  falU  propoaes 
to  allow  to  Colonel  Anderson  t^OO,  being  the 
amount  of  two  judgments  obtained  against  him 
for  the  esiimaled  ralue  <^  certain  private  prop- 
erty destroyed  by  his  orders,  in  the  discbarge  of 
his  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  army,  on  tbe  North- 
western frontier,] 

This  bill  would  haT«  pcsaed  without  debite, 
but  that  Mr.  LowHnn  objected  to  iu  pradAgMfr 
iiieTitio,  lest  it  might  be  brought  into  precedeut 
hereafter,  to  justify  the  indemnification  of  officers 
for  like  judgments  obtained  against  them,  oa  iha 
evidence  of  the  judgment  merely,  without  proof 
of  the  suits  having  been  duly  defended.  This 
suggestion  gare  rise  10  an  exposition  of  the  clr- 
cnmsiaoces  of  this  olaim  by  Meears.  Wiluaim, 
of  North  Catolioa,  MoCor,  Wauxk,  of  Ken- 
tucky, JoHKBoif.  of  Kentucky,  Bibohbb,  and 
RioHj  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  claim 
was  one  of  an  exceptionable  character,  and  that 


tion  to  recommit  tbe  bill,  which  was  negatired 
by  a  large  majority ;  and  the  bill  fitudly  pacaed 
without  opposition. 

JUDICIAL  RECORDS. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
miltee of  the  Whole,  on  tbe  bill  to  prescribe  the 
effect  of  certain  records  and  judicial  proceeding. 

This  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Judicial  Commit- 
tee, at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Spencbb,  and  rerbally 
ameaded,  proTides:— 
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"  Tbmt  tbe  record  of  u j  flu]  jadgment  or  Sd*!  d«- 
OM,  in  tiiT  anit  of  tQj  cxivrt  of  any  State,  wheD  ah- 
tluuticatcd  In  Iha  aunar  reqniied  by  law,  ahall  havs 
a*  mnt  «ftiMt  giTsn  to  it  in  amy  court  of  the  United 
Statce,  and  of  evnty  othir  State,  a*  audi  record  woaJd 
have  I17  law  or  oaage,  if  oStred  a«  midence  in  any 
•(her  covrt  of  the  State  fton  wbick  Am  nud  teeotd 
riiall  be  taken :  Prxnidtd,  Tliat  no  loefa  rMoid  aball 
be  deemed  eoodiuite  ageiut  the  pattiei  lbMeto,theii 
WH,esec«tcB%ot  edliiunMTataMiOrpwMni  '■'■i"*"ir 
Bnder  them,  m  ailhar  of  th«B,  ualna  it  diaU  ■wear 
•B  tkefteeof  Miehnoerdthattlw  party  agaiaat  wltim 
MC&  Ncoid  diall  be  alleged,  hii  teMalw,  inteetata,  aB< 
eeetoT,  deriaoi,  or  grantor,  had  been  pamHully  aarved 
with  poca«  to  compel  hia  or  their  aypaaraiico,  in  the 
•ama  anit  and  in  the  Mune  court,  or  that  audi  party 
"  "1  the 
,     _      nt  OT 

thepaaaingafthedacrM:  Andpnridtd,fiirtAer,Ttu,t 
BO  ken  or  charge  aball  be  crealadgbj  any  iBch  final  jndg- 
inent  or  flnal  decree  upon  any  real  «r  pemnal  eatate, 
attnated  ovt  of  the  Stale  at  tba  time  when  indi  jndg- 
ment  wae  rendered  or  aoeh  decree  waa  paaaed. 

"Ssc.  S.  That  whenent  manacaplon,  or  bail,  or 
■uetiM  for  the  paraonal  ^MpMranee  of  any  peiaen,  in 
any  eoart  of  any  State,  bmU  prodnca  ta  a  jodge  or 
Jnatioe  of  aome  court  tf  record  n  any  other  Stale,  the 
MGOgiiBawe  of  bail,  or  the  copy  of  a  beil-pisee,  or  a 
e»y  of  the  inaUUMat  by  which  anefa  maane^iton, 
ball,  et  anieliea,  beame  bound,  duly  astheDtieatad  ai> 
cording  to  law,  il  ahall  ba  the  dn^  et  Mch  ^dge  or 
jnatica  to  certify.  Upon  aome  part  of  aBchncagntunce^ 
or  copy  of  a  bail^piMe,  or  ioMmmeDt  aa  aibreaaid,  that 
the  aame  ia  duly  authenticalad  according  to  law,  and 
thereupon  to  endorie  the  aama  with  hia  own  proper 
band,  with  the  date  of  doing  to ;  which  ceitificata  and 
andoraement,  with  the  reeogniunce,  or  copy  of  a  bail- 
pece,  or  inatmoient  aa  aforeaiid,  ^lall  hara  the  eame 
«Act  to  anthoriie  the  eaid  ntanucaptor*,  bail,  or  eure- 
tiea,  to  arreat  and  take  their  principal  to  atich  other 
Btata,  and  reuore  him  to  each  place  aa  ihall  be  inoper 
and  ucceaeaiy,  tor  the  pnipDoe  of  aorrenderiDg  nim  in 
then  diacharge,  tm  the  aaid  recognisance,  copy  of  a 
faaili^ece,  or  other  isatroment  aa  afbreaaid,  might  or 
Goold  have  by  law  or  oaage  In  the  State  where  each 
bail  wa*  giTen." 

The  KmeadineQt  moved  bf  Mr.  Stboiii],  when 
the  (Ubject  waa  last  under  diacussim,  haviog  been 
withdrawn — 

Mr.  Cobb  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  to  as  that 
all  judgmeDta  of  one  State,  carried  to  anolber 
State,  should  be  regarded  as  foreign  jadrmenti, 
and  not  etitltled  10  the  effecl  they  would  hare  in 
the  Blate  in  which  they  may  hare  been  render^. 

This  motion  Mr.  C.  aupported  by  a  Tarieiy  of 
remarks  and  ill ustra lions  of  the  different  eSects 
of  judgments  la  the  differeni  Stales,  which  would 
prodQce  inTolremeut,  and  freqaeDily  injustice, 
nnder  the  proTiaious  of  the  bill  as  it  ngw  siauds. 

Hr>  Sfemosb  opposed  the  smeudmeDt,  as  going 
to  change  the  whole  principle  of  the  bill.  In  rin- 
dicBling  the  Direct  and  the  details  of  the  bill,  the 
priocipal  benefit  he  uiiicipaied  from  it  was,  that 
It  would  give  a  confidence  and  extent  to  the  com- 
mercial credit  of  the  country,  which  ii  now  want- 
ed from  the  abseoce  of  some  sucb  provision,  whicli 
waa  a  great  impediment  to  the  increaae  of  the  trade 
between  the  AUantic  cities  and  the  western  coun- 


try ;  the  merchant  fearing  to  endit,  from  >ppra- 
hended  difficulty  in  the  recovery  of  hit  debts.  U, 
however,  Mr.  S.  look  occasion  to  say,  the  paaage 
of  thia  bill  had  so  other  effect,  it  would  havetne 
important  effect  of  compelling  the  panics  foing 
with  records  from  one  State  into  another,  to  make 
them  more  formal,  and  in  some  measnte  to  cor- 
rect the  looM  manner  in  which  too  gencraUT  the 
prooeediags  of  onr  courts  are  now  condncted. 

Mr.  Cobb  defended  the  amendment,  and  replied 
generally  to  Mr.  Spbhgsb,  and,  particularly,  that 
the  formality  of  proceedings,  on  which  that  gen- 
tleman bad  predicated  tbelitll,  did  not  preTail  vi 
any  extent  in  the  country,  pailicularly  in  the 
southern  and  western  Stales,  and  that'  ibeKfoR 
the  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  might  occaaionally  haxe 
an  impiopet  operation. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  ConneeticuC,  opposed  the 
nmeodmeni  moved  by  Mr.  Cobb.  It  waa  not 
only  the  dictate  of  reason,  but,  he  argued,  con- 
formable to  the  spirit  and  almost  to  the  Idler  ol 
the  Constitution,  that  judgments  obtained  in  one 
Stale  should  not  be  mere  prima  facie  eiidence  in 
another.  It  was  an  extraotdioary  doctrine,  he 
argued,  that  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  one 
Siaie  should  hare  no  more  effect  in  another,  and 
be  no  more  recognised,  than  the  deeisioDs  of  aaf 
petty  foreign  court,  consticuied  weknownot  bow- 
founded  on  the  opinions  of  we  know  not  whom. 
The  inieotioa  of  tbe  Constitution  was,  he  con- 
tended, and  such  was  the  construction  formally 
given  to  it  by  the  Supreme  Court— thai  the  de- 
cision of  a  State  Court  should  be  caneluiiTC 
between  the  parties,  as  well  in  one  State  aa  in 
another. 

After  some  other  debate,  the  question  wu  taken 
OB  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negaiire. 

Mr.  B^LDwiH,  expressing  himself  of  the  opinion 
that  the  same  weight  ought  not  to  be  given  to 
every  description  of  record,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  first  section,  and  iaiertinft 
in  liea  Ibereol,  ihe  following,  in  which  he  said  he 
had  hastily  imbodied  his  ideas  of  what  the  lav 
ought  10  be : 

"That  the  ractard  of  any  final  jodgmeol  or  decree, 
given  or  rendered  after  the  peraonsl  Mrrice  of  pimnsa 
on  the  defendant  or  dafendauts,  or  hia  or  th^  appeii- 
anee  in  any  snit  of  any  court  of  lacord  or  ahaacerr  ef 
Ihe  United  Btatee,  01  of  any  Stela  «t  Torritary,  wb« 
antheniioated  in  the  maanar  reqmred  by  law,  ^aJI  be 
prima  fade  evidence  of  all  mattva  llMrain  coaUiaed 
in  every  court  of  the  United  Stalee,  and  of  evwyethw 
State  and  Territory,  in  any  enil,  action,  m  UIl  bioa^ 
thereon.  And  if  auch  judgment  or  decree  diall  bt 
rendered  after  trial  bj  jxiTj,  or  a  hearing  on  Iha  maaH 
of  the  cauae,  then  auch  record  shall  be  conclnaiTe  evi- 
dence of  all  the  matlan  and  things  therein  »«"'-i~f* 
in  the  eonrte  of  the  Uailad  Slalaa,  or  of  anj.SUIaar 
Territory,  in  any  auit,aeti(w,  or  Wl,  taongte  to  rejowe 
the  tum  awanlad,  or  the  perfenaanoe  *f  the  aB  « 
thing  adjudged,  awarded,  or  decreed  in  tba  judgsMtf 
or  decree  originally  rendered." 

Mr.  Spshceb  considered  this  amendment  as  10 
essentially  varying  the  bill  that  he  would  scarcely 
object,  were  it  not  thai  ihe  gentleman  had  ac- 
knowledged il  to  have  been  hastily  penned,  an^ 
tbit  bill,  be  assured  him,  had  been  dnuigbiea 
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Pauioiu  to  Woimdal  Ofictn. 


H.opR. 


with  care  and  att«Dlion.  He  hoped  the  gealle- 
man  iroold  be  prcTiiied  oq  to  withdraw  bis 
motioD. 

At  thia  stage  of  the  pfoeeedings,  od  motion  of 
Mr.  DiSBi,  the  Commiitee  rose,  leported  pro- 
grcBs,  and  obtained  leare  to  ait  again. 

PEN8I0NS  TO  WOCNDBD  OFFICEBS. 
The  following  nsolDtion,  mbmltted  by  Mr. 
Coaaa-roox,  waa  md  and  comniitled  to  (he  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  whieh  is  ecHnmitled  tbe 
resolntfoni  lubmitted  by  Mr.  JoHMeoM,  of  Ken- 
taefcri  on  the  9th  of  December  lait: 

Saiohtd,  That  h  i*  expediBnt  ta  proiids,  bj  Uw, 
fcr  phdnKon  the  penvan  Wtha  oflMcraof  tbe  Annj 
who  have  bean  wonnded  in  battle  daring  the  Ule  wai 
whh  Oraat  Brilnn. 

Mr.  CotfiTOOK  said  he  did  not  rue  to  aaj 
mneh  on  the  molDtion  he  had  jait  had  the  honor 
to  pmeot  He  did  not  think  the  oceaaion  re- 
qoired  him  to  go  into  the  tobieet  at  any  consid- 
cnible  length.  But  he  deemed  some  explanation 
of  the  molire*  which  had  indaeed  faim  to  thia 
mcaaore,  dne  to  the  labieBt,  to  the  Honse,  and  to 
himaelf.  He  hoped,  therefore,  to  be  indolged 
-while  ha  proceeded  to  make  a  few  obacmtioni. 
Tbe  HoQse,  be  uid,  had  not  fet  to  learn  that 
-wounded  officera  of  tbe  Armf  were  not  placed 
oa  tbe  peneioD  lial  bj  commoo  mage  and  Oeiign. 
If  a  contratT  practice  had,  in  a  Tew  inatancet, 
obtsioed,  aa  he  was  informed  it  had,  and  aome 
wounded  officers  of  the  ArmT  were  found  on 
the  penaioD-roIl,  the  fact  conla  be  accounted  for 
onlf  in  thia  war :  A  few  wounded  officers  had 
arailed  ihemselTcs  of  the  pension  lawa  before 
the  redaction  of  the  Army,  slioriljr  afler  tbe  close 
of  the  war.  When  thia  reduction  nat  made,  a 
very  amatl  naqber  of  these  were  retained  in  *er- 
vice ;  no  reference  having,  he  presumed,  been 
had,  on  this  occaiioo,  to  the  list  of  pensioners, 
Mr.  SpeakeTjSaid  Mr.  C,  the  services  and  suffer- 
iDga  of  the  Revolaiiooary  officers  and  soldiera 
have  ever  been  duly  appreciated  by  the  peop1< 
and  by  their  RepreseoiaiiTei.  It  would  be  cast 
ing  a  dishonorable  impulalioo  upon  ibe  virlaous 
and  enlighieaed  citizens  of  the  United  States,  ' 
suppose  that  they  could  be  unconscious  of  tL_ 
exalted  merit  of  those  who  hare  endured  for 
them  nakedoesa,  starvation,  and  toil,  and  braved 
so  many  danger*  in  fighting  their  tiaiiles.  Nor 
did  thev  brave  only  the  dangers  of  the  field; 
they  subjected  themselves  to  the  fate  of  re<  ' 
had  ibe  contest  been  disailroos.  Their  com 
most  have  called  down   upon  them  the  uni 

K'  ed  fury  of  the  regal  Ooverament  under  which 
ey  were  held.  It  is  true,  indeed,  said  he,  that 
the  Revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers  have  not, 
ip  ill  cases,  been  sufficiently  rewarded.  Thia 
has  been  owing  partly  to  the  want  of  means  in 
the  Govenntent,  and  partly,  he  feared,  to  an  im- 
proper proerastiDatiwi.  Bat  I  rejoice,  said  Mr. 
'  C.,  that  the  day  of  retribution  baa  at  length  ar- 
rived. On  the  recommend  at  ion  of  a  President 
whose  blood  waa  freely  shed  in  the  arduous  con- 
test which  established  our  indcpeodence, and  in- 
spired with  the  scntloKDie  and  feelings 'of  the 


venerable  reporter  and  advocate  of  a  hill  to  re- 
ward the  few  snrvivora  of  that  contest,  we  are 
about  to  accord  to  them  that  assistance  which 
they  need,  and  to  which  they  are  entitled  by 
every  principle  of  justice  and  of  gratiiude.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  anxionaly  improved  this  auipiciooa 
period  in  oor  history,  to  invite  the  House  to  the 
'ijeet  in  qneatioa.  Mr.  Speaker,  continued  he, 
rill  be  recollected  that  a  proposition  waa  made 
a  few  sessions  since,  to  bestow  a  gratuity  in  land 
upon  the  officers  of  the  late  army,  according  to 
their  reapectt re  grades. 

Some  honorable  gentlemen  were,  at  that  time, 
iwiltinp  to  eonfer  this  sratuity,  without  dit- 
crimination,  upon  those  officers  who  enteied  the 
Army  ioat  before  the  termination  of  hoetilitiea, 
end  who  bad  been  constantly  employed  in  (he 
recruitioK  service,  as  well  as  npon  those  who  had 
endured  the  privations  and  perils  of  the  field,  in 
rendering  long  and  signal  service  to  their  couih 
try.  None  were  found,  I  believe,  said  Mr-  C, 
that  felt  disposed  to  withhold  the  bonntf  of  their 
Government  from  the  latter  class  of  officers ;  all 
were  ready  to  reward  exalted  merit.  For  my- 
self, said  he,  it  would  ever  gratify  the  finest  feel* 
ings  of  my  heart  to  aid  the  pauage  of  any  law 
nenesaary  to  do  ibem  justice.  This,  however, 
said  he,  may  be  considered  a  digression}  be 
merely  suKgested  it  to  show  that  no  such  objee- 
tion  could  be  sustained  apinst  the  resolution,  ot 
against  a  bill  of  which  it  might  be  the  founda- 
tion. The  wounded  officers  of  your  army  have 
manifested  the  phjrsicat  aad  moral  qualities  ne- 
cesMry  in  the  soldier.  They  have  largely  shared 
the  snoeriags  and  dangers  incident  to  their  pro- 
fession. They  have  not  wasted  their  time  in  the 
pleasures  of  tba  ball  room,  and  in  the  amasa- 
'  of  rasbioDable  circles,  remote  from  fatigue, 
,  and  conflicts.  Tbey  have  relinquisbed 
their  employmeots  and  professions,  sacrificed 
their  means  of  acquiring  wealth,  aod,  forgoing 
the  endearments  of  domestic  life,  have  sought 
the  tented  field.  They  have  met  your  enemy, 
trodden  the  bloodjr  arena,  sustained  your  cafclMi 
and  achieved  victory  ia  the  jaws  of  death.  They 
have  borne  from  tbe  plain  of  battle  the  laurels  of 
conquest;  but  have  returned,  seamed  with  scar*, 
disfigured  by  frightful  wounds,  or  deprived  of 
their  limbs.  lo  ibese  consist  their  preieusioasaa 
soldiers.  In  these  they  exhibit  the  monroful,  yet 
proud,  monuments  of  their  valor  and  devotion  to 
tbeir  country.  When  contemplating  this  sub- 
ject, said  Mr.  C,  a  number  of  names  are  pre- 
sented to  my  view,  whieh  I  will  beg  leave  to 
pronounce  in  your  hearing.  Among  (he  wounded 
officera  of  your  army,  I  behold  the  names  of 
Majors  Larabte,  Wetmore,  and  Bifdaall,  with 
LieulenanU  Sbaler  and  Wilcox.  Major  Larabee 
lost  hia  left  arm  at  tbe  battle  of  Browostowa, 
under  the  command  of  Oeoeral  Miller.  This 
General,  distinguished  in  ao  many  engagements, 
I  leave,  said  Mr.  C,  to  the  pen  of  the  faithful 
hiaiotian  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  his  fame  is  more 
imperishable  than  brass  or  marble.  The  sensa- 
tion which  the  battle  of  Browostown  produced 
1  throughout  the  Union  cbd  never  be  forgotten. 
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Oar  ^fUin,  u  that  time,  wore  rather  aa  uofaror- 
■ble  ispcct.  When  dangera  thickened  aroiiad 
big  BpartBD  band,  ib^ir  unconquerable  spirit  rose 
commensurate  with  the  crisis.  They  manirested 
•  cooteiopt  for  danger,  and  an  invincible  deter- 
■sinaiioQ  to  conquer  or  to  die.  They  attacked 
and  rooted  the  allied  forces  of  the  enemy,  droTc 
them  from  tbeir  lodgments,  and  left  the  field  '~ 
triumph.  Some  of  our  couuirymen  were  slai  . 
hot  with  the  loss  of  an  arm  Major  Larabee  sur- 
riTcd,  and  baa  ever  sioce  continued  in  the  ser- 
Tiee.  The  amputation  of  bis  limb  has  aoi  les- 
sened his  usefulness.  The  reports  of  the  Army 
anfficienily  erince  bis  actire  serrice.  Major 
Weimore  lost  his  right  arm,  in  a  bold  and  dan- 
verons  eaterptise,  on  the  Niagara  aiation,  in  the 
firstcampatgo,  under  the  command  of  an  honora' 
blegenlleman  of  this  House.  Though  he  bai  tosi 
«  moat  nieful  member,  he  has  lost  none  of  that 
proud  sensibility  which  characterizes  the  Amer- 
ican soldier.  He  has  constantly  served,  with 
honorable  diiiinciion,  in  varioos  capacities  ip 
the  Army.  I  think,  said  Mr.  C,  that  I  was  in- 
troduced to  this  youn^  man  when  be  could  reach 
to  me  his  ri^ht  band  in  (he  salutation  of  friend- 
ahip ;  but  this  he  can  do  no  more  forever.  Major 
Birdsall  was  dreadfully  wounded  in  the  face 
when  ihe  night  aasaulc  was  made  on  Fort  Erie. 
It  bad  become  his  duty  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
from  the  momentary  possession  of  thai  bastion 
vhieb  was  afterwards  blown  up.  A  few  mo- 
ments aftet  this  awful  eaisiicrophe,  when  he  was 
standing  od  a  iwenty-four  pounder,  very  near 
this  fatal  spot,  dispensing  orders  to  hii  troops, 
and  cheering  them  to  victory,  a  ball  entered  bis 
mouth,  cartied  off  almost  ooe  half  of  bis  lower 
jaw,  and  lodged  in  the  lateral  and  binder  part  of 
the  neck.    It  has,  very  recently,  been  extracted. 


stiBtained.    Repealed  and  eziensive  

had  sa^rvened.  The  lef)  shoulder,  from  the 
coniinnity  of  its  parts  with  thoM  wounded  and 
nloerated,  had  fallen  below  it*  natural  position. 
The  dressings  for  the  wouod  must  be  removed 
snd  renewed  several  times  a  day;  certaioly  as 
often  as  food  is  taken,  and  someiimei  more  fre- 
quently. The  constant  ooiing  of  the  saliva, 
tbrongh  ibe  unclosed  wound,  soon  wet*  not  only 
the  dressings,  but  also  the  collar  and  eravat. 
But,  air,  nil  Mr.  C,  I  must  not  be  loo  technical 
and  minute  in  descripiioa  upon  ibis  occasion. 
We  sec,  however,  that  snffetines,  expense,  and 
trouble  have  not  driven  Major  Birdsall  from  the 
aervice.  He  continues,  wiih  his  acknowledged 
zeal  and  ability,  to  discharge  its  duties  with  uni- 
versal approbation.  With  Lieutenants  Shaler 
and  Wilcox,  who  were  wounded  in  the  campaign 
of  1814, 1  hare  not.  said  he,  the  pleasure  (a  be  ac- 

SQBinted,  Dor  do  I  know  their  particular  history. 
'Ut  they  are  in  the  Army;  anil  their  wounds 
clearly  indicate  that  ihey  have  sought  the  post  of 
bonor,  and  challenged  the  esteem  and  reward  of 
their  country.  The  former  has  lost  bin  leA,  and 
the  taiter  his  right  arm. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  Ibe  allowing  of  an  officer  pay 
Hd  peuaioD  at  th«  same  time,  may  be  cooeeired 


a  barret  of  cider,  or  to  chop  offlogs,  is 


not   posses*   the    physical  ability    ueceaaaiy   i 
accomplish  aucb  things  when  he  fought  thoae 
ranked  him 
it 
of  British  history. 


illustrious  of  naval  heroes. 


iiim  among 
and  gilded 


the  pages 


iaadmissible.  It  may  be  said,  that  an  officer  ea- 
litled  to  a  full  peniiion  according  to  his  raak  moat 
be  totally  disabled,  and  by  consequence  incom- 
petent to  afford  efficient  service  to  his  eoontiy, 
Mr.  C.  said,  Ihe  words  "  total  disability,"  used  la 
the  pension  laws,  are  indefiaiie  in  their  meaning. 
The  phrase,  he  said,  was  obviously  relative.  If 
Ihe  words  were  taken  in  tbeir  most  extaoiiie  and 
unqiialided  mdm,  ihey  would  inpoti  death  itsdf, 
or  somathing  approaching  near  that  stale.  For, 
if  a  man  possessed  only  a  very  siqalL  share  of  cck- 
poreal  and  mental  power,  he  could  exercise  il  ia 
some  way  towards  procuring  a  livelihood.  Her- 
ertheless,  an  officer  deprived  of  an  um,  leg,  or  en 
is  totally  disabled  in  Ihe  view  of  the  lawa,  jo^ 
log  from  the  inierpretation  itwy  b«ve  reoeivedia 
practice,  and  is  therefore  entitled  to  a  full  pea- 
sion,  in  proportion  to  his  grade.  But  will  ii  be 
contended  that  these  injuries,  easeaiial  as  theyare,  i 
disqualify  an  officer  to  discbarge  ihe  datiea  de- 
volved upon  him?  I  trust  not,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  ' 
'  '        '  that  the  beiiw  able  to  shoulder       ' 

:hop  offlogs,  is  an  impor- 
tant qualification  in  an  officer.    Lord  Nelson  did 


Jir,  said  Mr.  C.,  would  a  pension  make  the  cob- 
dition  of  the  officers  I  bare  named  more  eligible 
than  if  ihey  bad  never  been  wounded?  Surefy 
not.  What  value  shall  be  pot  on  the  wounds  iM 
(heae  officers  1  Whatia  iheamoumorihe  iueon- 
Tenience,  expense,  aod  torture,  which  they  have 
borne,  and  continue  to  sustainT  Would  tber 
have  bartered  iheir  active  limb*  for  a  pension? 
No,  sir ;  ihey  risked  more  than  their  limbs,  when. 
inspired  by  nobler  motives,  they  took  uparmsaiid 
fought  for  their  country  1  Their  talenu  andgood 
conduct  have  continued  them  in  the  Army.  They 
are  able  to  serve  you  in  peace  or  in  war;  and, 
should  you  place  them  on  the  pension  roll,  how 
can  it  be  shown  that  this  act  of  sheer  justice 
ought  to  exclude  them  from  a  panicipation  in 
military  employment  and  promotion? 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  war  i*  ended  i  the  din  of  arms 
doesQoi  continue  to  salute  our  ears;  our  eyes  are 
no  longer  pained  with  beholding  garments  rolled 
in. blood.  We  are  prone  to  forget  these  things  ; 
but  the  wounded  soldier,  and  those  who  depend 
on  him  for  pioteclion  and  support,  have  much 
reason  to  remember  them.  Though  out  woanded 
officers  of  the  Army  are  not  disqualified  for  mili- 
tary service,  iheir  habits,  and  the  loss  of  foriact 
business  and  employments,  bare  disqualified  them 
for  other  pursuits. 

Mr.  Speaker,  lei  u*  accord  honor  and  aaaistaace 
to  Ihe  brave! 


In  annivenarr  orations  and  map  we  are  called 
"  a  band  of  brolhcn."  Let  ua  evince  by  oar  cod- 
dnct  the  alncerity  of  onr  fraterial  affeetion.  I  ua 
anvUliDg  to  jola  ia  (bea«  proftasioaa,  if  ther  u» 
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DomaaDing.  It  u  Qot  eoougb  (o  Mp  to  a  aKked 
and  bungrf  broihei,  "  Be  than  cloihed  and  fed." 
Tears  of  sympallifiitoald  bcdewour  chMka,and 
■Ireami  of  miuiineeDce  tJiauld  iaae  from  oar 
hand*.  Sir.taid  Mr.  C^it  ia  not  anoog  Uw  lust 
UeniDgs  of  a  rtMblwan  QovarnmMit  ibai  iu 
burdens  are  eqaallj  borne,  and  itt  adfuiugtt 
«qu«lly  en^^ed.  Let  us,' Mr.  SmlMr,  do  eqwal 
and  exact  jiniiee  to  eitrf  elan  of  oIliieDa.  Tben 
ovc  free  iostiintioDs,  based  io  the  affecllona  of  the 
people,  (ball  mintfeKt  to  the  laiesi  ages  ilie  me- 
inorialiof  Columbiaa  wisdom  aod  ralor.  I  hope, 
said  Mr.  C,  tbal  ihe  reaolution  irill  be  referred, 
aod  ibal  RometbinE  maf  result  from  it  beoeficial 
to  the  woooded  officers  of  tbe  Atmjr,  and  hoaor- 
nble  10  (be  nation.  I  bope  tbai  GoTeronieni  will 
at  least  place  ibem  above  embarratsiQeDl,  and 
enable  [hem  to  support  themsekes,  and  ibose 
whom  Prorideace  may  bare  commilted  to  their 
care  and  protectioa.  It  must  graiiff  ever;  beoe- 
Toleni  beail  to  ■««  Ihe  cbildien  of  the  woanded 
defenders  of  tbeir  cooniry's  rigbla  enjoying  Iboie 
social  advBoi^ea  vbicb  tbe  gallaoUy  oT  their 
fkthera  bas  nobir  cotttribnicd  to  secatc  sad  p«r- 
peLoate. 

AiijoBnad  to  MoDdar. 

MoKDAT,  Janunrr  6. 

Mr.  BoiBBTnOH  praented  (be  peiitiou  of  tbe 
Mayor  Aldermen  and  inhnbilanta  of  the  ettf  of 
New  Orleans,  praying,  that  in  any  mIo  of  tbe 
racaot  and  luilmpravw  grounds,  witbio  iht  said 
eiiy,  tbeir  rights  may  be  respected,  by  reaerTing 
from  sala  »ncb  puts  thereof,  a*  bare  been,  from 
tbe  first  setilemeni  of  tbe  place  used  in  com- 
mon for  tbe  health  and  •ooveaieiice  of  tbe  tohab- 
itanis  of  said  eiiy.— Referred  to  tbe  Commiitee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  Htmae  a  tetter 
from  tbe  Beereiary  of  War,  tmoBmliiiog  a  list  of 
persons  who  hare  been  placed  on  the  pension 
roll  of  the  United  Staiea,  iransmitled  in  obedU 
ence  to  a  resolution  of  the  17tb  nltimoi  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tbe  Spbaker  also  laid  before  the  B  ouee  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  traDsmiciiog  a 
list  of  persons  who  bave  beeo  added  (o  the  pen- 
sion list  of  the  United  Stales  since  the  SStb  of 
Majr,  1813,  transmitted  io  obedience  to  a  retoln- 
lion  of  tbe  18ib  ultimo ;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  tbe  table. 

Tbe  SrsAjKBR  also  laid  before  the  Uoose,  ■ 
letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  itaDtmitung 
an  account  ofmooayi  transTened  doring  lb«  late 


Mof  CangreM,from  onelpeciAe  approptintion 
anther,  B£>;wing  tbe  application  ol^  the  aame ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Contnitiee  on  Pablic 


Expendiiarea. 

The  Spraub  also  laid  before  (be  Henae,  a 
letter  from  the  Becretarjr  of  War,  transmiiting 
Btiiemenis  of  the  espenditgre  and  application  of 
all  sueh  monejPB  as  bare  beeo  dntwa  from  tbe 
Treasury  by  bim,  for  tbe  year  ending  30tb  Sep- 
tember, 1817;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
uUe. 


A  measagefrom  the  Senate  informed  tbeHonse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  V7iIIiam  Edwards  aod  John 
G.  Siubbs,"  in  which  they  ask.  the  concurrence  of 
this  House, 

An  engrossed  resolutioo  '^Directing  the  pro- 
curement of  certain  laws,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  aud  passed. 

Mr.  RoBBRTSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnb- 
lic  Laods,  who  were  iastructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  adraociDg  the  price  ai  whieb 
tbe  public  lands  are  held  for  sale,  made  a  report 
00  thai  subject,  concluding  with  a  recommendn> 
lion  to  the  House  to  adopt  tbe  following  rew- 

Ruahed,  That  it  is  ine:9adieat  at  the  piaaent  liaBe 
to  innsm  tbe  Hies  of  thoee  pnbUe  lands  reqauwd  la 
beeeld. 

The  report  was  rend,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe 
table. 

Mr.  RoBKBTaoR,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edmood  Dana, 
aod  others,  prnyiog  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  a 
considernble  body  of  public  lands  on  certain  ae< 
commodating  terms,  reported  unfavorably  there- 
to.  The  report  was  read,  and  coocnrred  in. 

Mr.  PonBTTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  repotted  a  bill  In  addition  to  tbe  act 
for  tbe  pnnistiment  of  certain  eriroe*  against  the 
United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein 
mentioned.    The  bill  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  HoLUEH,  of  Massacho setts,  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  consider  (be  subject,  re- 

Kried  a  bill  allowing  compeosiiion  to  the  mcm- 
rs  of  tbe  Senate  aod  House  of  RepreseotatiTsa 
of  ibe  United  States.— [Tbe  bill  Sses  (be  com- 
pensation at  the  rate  of  nine  dollars  per  diem, 
and  nine  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  iravel- 
tiog  to  and  from  Congress.]  Tbe  bill  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Fuorn,  of  Vi^ioia,  from  a  select  comutl- 
(ee,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  tbe  privilege  of 
franking  to  tbe  vaccine  agenu  of  States  and  Ter-  _ 
rilories.  which  was  twice  read,  aod  committed. 

Mr.  ioBHaoN  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

lUtohid,  That  Ihe  committee  en  the  sabiMil  of  tbe 
soilitia  be  inatmeted  to  inqoite  into  tbe  expedieney  of 
providing  by  law  ibr  organisng  tbe  genual  staff  of 
the  militia  of  the  sevnal  SCalM^  npon  the  principle  of 
the  genanl  staff  of  Ihe  Army  of  Ifte  UniUa  States,  as 
&r  as  pndicable. 

Betiktd,  That  the  oommitlM  on  Ihe  snbject  of  the 
nulitia  be  inatmeted  to  inqniie  into  Ihe  expediency  of 
proridiog  t^  law  a  system  of  military  diadplina  br 
the  militia  of  tbe  several  States  and  Territorios. 

Mr.  JoRKSON  aaid,  it  was  generally  known 
that  a  very  greet  aod  radical  diffeteoce  existed 
between  the  militia  suff  aod  the  siaffof  the  Army 
of  the  United  Sutei;  aod  he  was  aoxious  to 
bring  the  question  before  tbe  committee  on 
the  subject  of  the  militia,  that  one  might  be 
made  to  conform  to  the  other  at  far  as  practica- 
ble. There  was  another  subject  of  great  impoF- 
unce,  in  bis  opinioD,  and  that  was  the  want  of 
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■oms  nnironn  system  of  military  dUciptine  for 
the  militia  of  the  KVeral  States.  For,  witbin  a 
Terr  few  years,  the  Anny  of  the  United  Slates 
bad  beea  goreroed  ia  its  discipltoe  by  Steuben, 
by  Daaoe's  lofaatry  «ad  RiAemeo,  by  Smyth's 
Infantry,  asd  now  by  a  late  compilation  \j  a 
court  marlial,  wbieb  applies  chiefly  to  tbe  iauD- 
try  discipline.  In  the  meantime,  no  regular  sys- 
lem  had  been  adopted  for  the  militia,  and  be 
thought  it  was  time  tbat  we  should  discharge  the 
dnty  imposed  upon  Congress  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Slates,  bv  Bxiof  upon  a  mode  of 
voiform  discipline  for  the  militia  of  the  seTertt 
States. 

Tbe  motion  was  affTecd  to. 

Mr.  /oRRBOF,  irf  KentDcky,  moeed  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
cretiioc  tbe  sftlary  of  the  Posimuter  Qeneral. 

Idr.  J.  said,  be  looked  at  the  great  responsi- 
bility and  iacteasiiig  duties  of  this  officer,  and  he 
was  anxious  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  pro- 
per oommittee;  that  many  yetrs  bad  elapsed 
since  the  salary  was  fixed  at  its  present  rate.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  Postmauer  General  had 
the  appointment  of  postmasters  in  various  parts 
of  tbe  United  Siktes,  amounting  to  nearly  tbe 
number  of  four  thousand ;  that  the  contrutMs 
and  other  agents  appointed  and  selected  by  him 
amounted  to  about  one  tboosaod;  and  tbe  revenue, 
independently  of  defraying  tbe  expense  of  the 
establishment,  bad  averaged  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  Id  making 
this  motion.  Mr.  J.  said,  he  looked  to  these  impor- 


unt  duties,  and  the  high  respo 


iility 


of  the 


Postmaster  Qeneral ;  boi  had  he  taken  laio  con 
■ideration  the  personal  merits  of  the  officer,  and 
his  fiaiibfnl  discharge  of  his  *anons  duties,  bis 
opinion  would  be  confirmed,  that  no  officer  in  the 
Govern  mcnl  was  entitled  to  greater  consideration 
by  the  House. 

On  viottou  of  Mr.  Middlbton,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  insttncted  to  inquire  into 
'  the  expediency  of  making  compeosaiien  by  law 
to  the  honorable  William  Johnson,  jr.,  one  of  thr 
associate  judges  of  the  Uaiied  States,  for  extri 
service^  he  was  called  upon  to  perform  duriag 
the  toabilily  of  tbe  late  tTistricl  judge  of  South 
Ctrolina. 

The  engrossed  hill  to  incorporate  the  Colum- 
hian  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria,  was 
lead  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

OHIO  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Bleciions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  C.  Hammond,  contesting  the  election  of 
Mr.  Hesbick,  a  member  of  this  House  from  the 
State  of  Ohio,  on  the  ground  of  his  haviog  held 
an  office  under  the  United  States,  subsequent  tc 
the  fourth  day  of  March  list,  made  a  report^ 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whale.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

Thst  oa  the  19tb  Decembai,  ISia,  Mr.  Harriet  .__ 
appointed  Attorney  of  the  United  Sutes  fin  the  district 
rf  ObiO)  which  office  he  aceapted,  and  held  until  his 


redgnatioti  Oereo^  en  tbe  IBth  November,  1817.  In 
~    Dber,  leiO,  he  was  elaolad  gsia  of  the  BapnesUa- 

of  the  Stale  of  OUo,  for  the  FUteentb  CongMi, 
The  nsDlt  of  the  siselien  was  piAttdy  awioanced  «■ 
the  7th  Jannsry,  ISIT,  in  the  praaesoe  ef  the  Senals 
of  that  Stale.  On  the  ISth  Beptesaber,  1817,  lite  Go*^ 
emoT  eiecDtad  >  cMtifloale  of  Mr.  HaridL's  slacrion, 
according  to  the  law  of  OUe,  wUdi  was  ncaivad  bf 

MIST  about  the  80th  day  of  the  eameaMMh.    Mr. 


_     part  of  Mr.  Herricfc,  that  he  p 

an^  act  as  Attorney  of  the  United  Siataa,  after  the 
said  30th  Septembet.  H(^  howeTar,  continncd  ia 
oBSce,  ws<  liable  to  ^rfom  it*  dotiei,  and  was  snli. 
tied  to  its  sslaiy,  until  bis  n^natioii.  ConKreas  mM 
December  1,  1817,  and  Mr.  Hsnick  took  hn  aeat,  «a 
that  dsj,  in  tbe  House  of  Eept  essui  iti w. 

Ths  Bth  sectien  of  the  Bist  article  of  the  Coiuliln' 
tion  provides,  thai  "no  peraon  holdinf  sny  oOioa  nn- 
dsr  the  United  States  shall  be  a  mmber  of  either 
Hoaae,  dnrinf  his  eoottQuanea  in  Mot."  Tit»  in- 
ompatilnlilj  is  not  limited  to  exBRlMnfl  sn  oBoe,and 
at  the  same  time,  baioK  a  mambH  of  eilher  Boom  of 
Congress;  bnt  It  is  equally  aztendad  to  Aa  eaas  of 
bclduig ;  that  is,  hanng,  ka«fing,  poaaaanng,  or  re* 
taining,  an  office,  under  inch  dreDmatanoaa.    If  ths 


memlienhip  of  Mr.  Herrick  e 

4lh  of  March  or  the  30«k  ef  September,  1817,hshss 
vacated  that  manbershv  by  hoMing  au  offiee  ines»- 
psm>)e  Iherawitb. 

We  do  not  find  that  Um  qneation  of  ineonpetiliilily 
has  been  agitated  in  tbe  House  of  RepreanntstiTss  on 

John  P.  Tan  Nea^  whisfc  oeenried  dorinc  the  ascond 
seaskm  of  the  Sevesith  Congress.  The  CiMsiaiiise  tt 
Electiona  were  then  inslincled  to  inquire  whether  Mr. 
Van  Ness,  one  of  the  Bepresantalives  from  the  State 
of  New  Yoik,  had  not,  aAar  his  dection,  and  after  hs 
had  oeeopied  a  seat  of  s  member,  aecnted  and  exer- 
cised the  office  of  a  major  of  milili%^  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  Sutea,  within  the  Twiiloij  of  Colnra- 
hia.  Mr.  Vsn  Neaa  freely  admitted  ths  lact,  as  aUeged, 
and  tharsapon  the  House  ansnimon^y  resolved  that 
he  had  tharriiy  fbrMled  his  right  to  a  seat  sa  s  laem- 
beroftheHonsa. 

Tbe  other  ease  ws*  that  of  Philip  Barton  Key,  de> 
dded  si  tbe  flnt  aessien  of  lb*  Tan&  Congnaa.  Mr. 
Kay's  aeat  was  impeadwd,  smonf  olhet  grounda,  upon 
this:  tha^  St  the  lime  of  his  sleedon,  and  nntil  a  bw 
dsys,  either  befeie  ot  after  ho  leek  Us  seat,  be  beU, 
from  the  Biilsdi  OevHmnent,  in  his  own  right  and 
name,  the  halffey  penston  of  a  'ff'^  *^  in&ntiy. 
The  fcito  wet*  bridly  these:  Mr.  Key  eened  aa  an 
effiear  in  the  Biitidi  amy,  wiiheot  the  ia^U  of  As 
Untied  Slalee,  from  17TB  nntil  17SS,  when  the  c«fs 
to  which  be  bstsnged  was  diabanded,  end  the  offisan 
fiaoed  on  hnlfi^y.  The  pension  wa*  paid,  either  te 
the  benefit  of  binisslf  or  hia  nongnee,  nntil  (he  urath 
ofDwxmber,  180A,when  be  received  dx  mMiths  half- 

Ey:  in  January,  ISOS,  ha  wrote  to  his  agent  in  Lea- 
n,  directing  turn  to  radgn  hie  daim  to  baU^y,  and 
alao  to  rank,  if  anj  coDld  be  eunpoaed  to  exist;  hot  it 
did  not  appear  that  anything  fasia  been  done  in  porsa- 
anoe  of  that  letter,  nor  indeed  that  it  ever  had  bees 
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k  BcprMBnwin  of  the  State  of  HH7lmnd,  for  two 
jcMjt,  MnuMneinK  on  Dw  boitii  of  March,  1807.  Oc 
the  Mth  of  Octobor  faUowing,  hs  iddTeMed  a  l«tt«T  to 
Mr.  En^s,  thea  His  BiilMiiue  MaJM^'i  AmbaM*. 
dor  at  Wariiiniton,  nloTiiig  to  the  lattei  written  la 
hii  agent,  and  i^teaiuiB  hie  iwignatioii  in  a  formal 
manner.  Thii  letttt  waa  not  deliTered  to  Mr.  Enfcine 
until  the  SSIh  or  >9lh  of  Oetotw,  which  wai  two  or 
three  daja  afiar  the.  neatinK  of  _  ,  ~  ' 
Mr.  Kej  had  takan  hie  leat  io  the  Honaa  of  Rep«- 
sentatiTea.  Upon  tboaa  &cta  the  Hosae  decided  that 
Mr.  Kej  waa  eatilM  to  hi*  aeat. 

In  regard  lo  the  aareral  eaaea  of  HeaDa.  Tamer, 
DawBoo,  and  others  netitiouad  in  the  anawei  marked 
C,  filed  by  Mr.  Eohnea,  on  the  pajrt  of  Mr.  Hairii^, 
we  think  a  ain^  rena;A  aoAcienL  ''  ' 
pear  that  tho 
qnainted  with  the 

thereTor^  ba  eonatdeiad  lo  have  aeqniaaoad 
wliid  it  waa  ignonnC 

The  dednma  ot  the  Honaa  of  Cominona,  under  the 
sUtntea  &  William  and  Han,  cbapL  7;  11  WiUiamIn, 
chap.  3;  and  13  and  13  WiUiam  HI.,  chap.  10,  na; 
•erre  to  ahad  aome  li|^  upon  the  •objecl  ondar  ton- 
■ideratian.  11m  tint  of  tfane  atatataa  enaeti  that  no 
member  of  the  Honaa  of  Cdbumo*  ahaB,  at  anj  tintet 
be  conoemad,  diiectly  or  indoractlj,  or  an;  other  in 
tnut  for  him,  in  the  fiaming,  coUactiog^  or  managing, 
any  of  the  datia*  gruitad  l^  that  oi  an  j  fntuie  act  of 
Parliament,  except  the  omnnnaaiotiera  of  the  TnaMotji, 


and  the  o; 


stk< 


qualifleation  to  officen  of  tlia  axciae,  declaring  them 
incapable  of  ritting,  voting,  or  acting  aa  memben ;  and 
the  laat  mentioned  act  appfiea  the  aame  proTiaJMia  to 
all  officera  of  the  coitiima. 

Man;  mambeia  of  the  Honae  of  Commona  were,  at 
different  tiniea,  expelled  for  viidationa  of  theae  atatataa ; 
bat  the  fact*  an  reported  in  terms  m  general,  that  it 
is  impoaible  in  moat  caaea  to  determine  whether  the 
□flence  was  committed  before  or  afiei  the  member 
took  hia  Beat  in  the  Hooee.  We  find,  boweTor,  two 
caaea  where  the  paiticnlata  are  Btatad.  Tbeflntcaae 
waa  decided  on  the  18th  FebraaiT,  1698,  under  the 
act  aboTB  mentioned  of  the  6  WiUum  and  Mary.  It 
U  the  caae  of  Mr.  Hontaga ;  and  it  i*  itaUed  aa  fol- 
Iowa  by  Halaall,  in  hia  praMdenta  of  prooeedinga  in 
the  Hoiue  of  Commona.  The  new  Parliament  wai 
made  retuniable  on  the  34th  of  .\ngaat,  1698,  and 
waa  directed  lo  ait  lor  the  deapatch  of  bnoueaa  on  the 
39ih  of  Notamber.  Mr.  Hontagn  had  been  a  amf 
miaaioner  of  itamp  dotiaa,  bat,  in  the  CMnmiiaioa 
which  poaaad  in  September,  180S,  ha  waa  left  oat;  it 
appeared  that  be  bad  acted  under  the  fonner  oommie- 
non  till  the  4th  of  Octobar,  leSS.  Bat,  haTing  in- 
formed  the  Hmue  that  ho  did  not  qnalifr  himaalf  aaa 
DMabar  till  the  seth  of  Norember,  and  so  conceived 
himaelf  not  to  ba  within  the  law,  he  ia,  opon  the  qnea- 
tion,  called  in  to  take  hia  piaoa,  and  •  eonunittee  ia 
appointed  to  draw  np  and  atal*  the  matter  of  fact.  It 
doe>  not  a^ear  that  the  comnuttee  eiMr  made  report. 

The  other  caae  ia  rqMMed  aa  feUows:  On  the  Kb 
of  Febniary,  ITOS,  Sir  Ruthard  Allen  waa,  on  the 
hearing  of  his  petition,  declared  to  be  doly  elected  for 
Dunwich.  On  the  7Ui  of  Febroary  ha  laireDdera  an 
office  in  the  cnalontB  for  hb,  to  which  he  had  been  ap- 
pMnted  in  May,  Iflie.  On  the  81h  of  Febroary,  this 
smrender  ia  enroUad,  and  on  the  9th  of  February,  he 
deairsB  the  aenae  of  the  Honaa,  before  he  takeahis  seal, 
on  the  daoaa  of  the  13  and  IS  <rf  William  III.,  chap. 
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10,  which  relatei  to  the  oSears  of  the  ouatoma :  and, 
upon  reading  the  letters  pataal  and  surrender,  he  ia 
permitted  to  take  his  seat. 

Persons  elected  lathe  Honaeof  Commons  become  at 
one  tiine  members  for  certain  purposea,  and  at  another 
time  for  other  poipoeea.  Thoa,  immediately  upon  ei- 
ecnting  the  indenture  of  return  by  the  ahenff  or  other 
retnming  officer,  the  peraon  elected  becomea  ecititlad 
to  the  privilege  of  franking,  although  the  day  at  nhLdi 
the  Parhament  ia  made  returnable  may  not  have  ar- 
rived. Yet  he  ig  not  a  member,  for  he  may  tberoafier 
ba  a  candidate  fur  eleclioa  ia  another  diatrlcl,  at  any 
time  befote  the  Pailtament  is  made  returnable,  and  the 
retorn  actually  filed  in  the  Crown  Office.  From  the 
time  last  mentioned,  he  becomea  a  member  ao  lar  that 
be  cannot  be  a  candidate  for  anothtt  diatiict,  bot  yel 
may  thereaflei  bold  an  office  inconpatiUe  with  mem- 
benhip,  and  upon  resigning  hia  office,  be  may  imm» 
dtately  qualify  and  take  bi*  seat  in  Iha  Hoaae.  It  baa 
<rflea  basn  decided  by  tbeit  Coounitlae  of  Electioiu, 
that  a  peraon  holding  an  office  inoompatibla  with  mam- 
benhip  is,  neveitheleaa,  capable  of  pioaecnting  hia 
claim  to  a  seat.  After  examination  of  all  Iha  Pailia- 
mentaiy  regiaters,  historiea,  end  joumala  within  our 
reach,  we  have  found  no  casa  whare  a  person  elected 
the  House  of  Commona  waa  brought  la  on  ■  call  of 
B  Honaa,  before  ha  had  voluntarily  appeared,  quali- 
fied, and  taken  bis  seal,  nor  do  we  find  any  instance 
of  a  person  having  beensipelled  until  after  each  time. 
A  very  paiticu lar  case  occurred  on  the  10th  of  Feb- 
maiy,  1630 ;  Sir  John  Leech  having  been  duly  elected 
-  member  of  the  House  of  Csmmons,  sad  appearing 
taka  the  oatha  of  allegiance  and  at^remacy,  was 
ked,  whether  he  bad  not  already  eat  in  Ute  honaa  of 
at  Pariiamen^  in  violation  of  the  atatnte.  Ho  con- 
■sed  that,  on  the  Wedneeday  morning  ptarioiis,  ha 
d  sit  in  the  House  a  quarter  of  an  hour  being  un- 
sworn. Far  this  ofbnoe  Sir  John  waa  not  expelled, 
but  it  was  reaolved  that  be  n'as  ditaUed  to  serve  in  the 
House ;  and  a  new  writ  of  election  vras  issoad  lo  sup- 
ply the  vacancy,  in  the  same  manner  aa  if  no  election 
and  retnm  had  taken  place.  The  eame  cotuae  of  pro- 
ceeding has  been  pursued  when  a  peraon,  duly  elected 
and  retunwd,  eomea  into  the  bouse  and  rafuea  to  b« 
sworn.  Soch  waa  the  case  of  Mr.  Archdale,  in  the 
year  1 S96,  who,  being  electa]  and  returned,  came  into 
the  Honae  of  ConuooDs  and  said,  he  waa  tesidy  to  serve 
if  his  affirmation  of  allegiance  could  be  accepted  instead 
of  bis  oath.  The  Houae  resolved  that  it  could  not. 
Mr.  Archdale,  still  declining  to  taka  the  oath,  waa  r^ 
fbaed  admitlanee  to  a  seat,  and  a  new  writ  waa  iaaoed 
to  supply  hia  place.  This  caae  ia  more  peeoliar,  be- 
~  sa  a  peraon  elected  lo  the  Honse  of  Oommona,  can- 
relinquiah  hia  right  to  a  seat  either  bnfon  or  after 
,  lificatiOD,  otherwise  than  by  accepting  an  incom- 
patible office.  Bot  l^  refusing  to  be.swoni,he  ma^ 
do  that  indirectly  whuh  ba  u  not  permitted  to  do  di- 
rectly. We  have  seen  several  aimilar  casaa  which  oc- 
curred b  the  Colonial  Aaaembly  of  New  York,  but  not 
tow  having  access  to  the  journals,  we  are  unable  U 
epott  the  partieolers. 
Paraona  elected  and  raturned  to  the  House  of  C<Mn- 
may  be  chosen  mamben  of  ci 


they  appear  and  qualify.  But  it  ia  allowed  for  a  rea- 
aon  similar  lo  that  nbich,  in  courts  of  law,  permiu  n 
dedaralion  to  be  filed  dt  btne  uit  before  the  defead- 
aot  appesra  in  court.  In  both  cases  the  act  ia  condi- 
tional ;  and  it  is  ineftectual,  noleu  the  condition  of  ap- 
pearance be  performed. 

The  practice  of  this  Boot e,  which  doaa  not  allow  th« 
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•pIxriDllBelit  dF  penoni  to  be  memban  of  eommittcM, 
ODtil  U)ej  ibill  baTc  taksn  their  Kite,  ia  obiioQilT 
more  reuonible  lod  conTBnient  tbaa  Ihe  oUiei.  It 
wai  decided,  u  eiriy  ai  the  £nt  icuion  of  the  Mcond 
CotigTMs,  in  the  caee  of  John  F.  Mercer,  <Rhi>naaeho- 


William  PiokDe;,  that  a  reprMen 


«iihi 


decline  bii  election  before  taking  a  aeal,  and  before  the 
fint  aeeaion  of  the  Consreea  to  nhich  he  wm  elected. 
We  do  not  find  that  the  qneition  hes  ■iaea  been  egi- 
Uted,  altbODgb  aimilar  cam  tiaie  often  occurred.  Our 
rale  in  thie  particular  ia  diflemit  from  that  of  the 
Honce  of  Commoni ;  it  ie  also  better,  fbi  it  make*  our 
tbeory  conform  to  *rb«l  ia  ftct  in  both  eountHaa,  that 
the  act  of  becoming-  in  realit;  a  member  of  the  Hooae. 
()ep«ndi  vhol[<r  npon  the  penon  elected  and  returned. 
Election  doea  not  of  ilaelf  coootilatB  membarahip,  aJ- 
thovgh  the  period  marj  taave  arrired  at  which  the  Con- 
gieaaional  term  commeneeg.  Thfa  ia  eridenl  from  the 
CMlaldeTatioa,  that  all  the  Totea  giren  at  an  election 
may  nM  be  Mcelted  by  the  retnmrng  ofRcer  in  aeawn 
to  be  connted,  wbereb;  a  peraon  not  elected  ma?  be 
ntnmed,  and  take  the  lest  of  one  who  waa  datj  elected. 
neither  doea  a  retnrn  neceHirily  confer  memberahip, 
for  If  he  in  wboae  faTor  it  be  made  ahould  be  preTenlcd 
taking  a  nat  at  ttie  organixalion  of  a  Hoaae  of  Rep- 
i«Eei|tatiTea,  be  might  find,  upon  presenting  himaetf  to 
qualify,  that  bia  return  haa  been  anperaeded  by  the  ad- 
niaaion  of  another  panon  into  the  aeat  fin  which  he 
waa  retumed. 

At  an  election,  held  in  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  in  Oc- 
tober, IBD4,  Thomaa  Spalding  waa  duljehoaen  a  Rep- 
reaentBtire  to  the  Ninth  Congrees;  but  because  the 
TOtea  of  three  cottntleg  were  not  returned  to  the  Onr- 
etnor,  within  twenty  daja  aRer  the  election,  Cowlea 
Mead  receiTed  a  certificate,  and  took  Ma  aeat.  Mr. 
Spalding  ifterwardapieaented  biapetition.  The  Honae 
vacated  Mr.  Mead'a  aeat,  end  admitted  Mr.  BpaldlDg. 

In  April,  IB14,  Doctor  Willongbby  wai  elected  a 
RepTcaentatiTeof  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  Four- 
teenth Congreaa ;  but  by  reaaon  of  a  clerical,  error,  of 
certain  iQipecton,  ia  returninf  ceitificatea  of»oteato 
the  ofBce  of  the  county  clerk,  General  Smith  wu  de- 
daied  duly  elected,  and  acertificateof  election  waa  ac- 
eordinglj  delivered  to  him;  but  he  having  omitted  to 
take  a  leat  at  the  commencement  of  Uie  aeadon  waa, 
on  the  ninth  day  thereafter,  dedared  not  entitled,  and 
tberenpoo  Doctor  WiHoDghby  waa  admitted  in  hie 
■tead. 

Sevetal  other  Uaei  might  be  cited  where  peraona 
were  returned,  who  never  in  facfbecamemembera,and 
where  olhera  became  membera  who  were  not  returned. 
N«ithtr  do  ekctum  and  return  create  me«berAip. 
Tlieae  acta  are  nothing  more  than  the  deaignation  of 
the  indtvidoal,  who,  when  called  upon  in  the  manner 
preacribed  I7  law,  shall  be  authorized  to  claim  title  to 
Tbia  deaignation,  however,  doea  not  confer 


perfect  right,  far  a  peraon  ma;  be  aelectedby  the  iwo- 
pfc  deatitute  of  certain  quaKflcationa,  without  which 
he  cannot  be  admitted  to  a  aeat.  He  ii,  nevetthelen, 
•0  fa  the  repreientaiive  of  thoee  who  elect  him, 
that  no  vBctncy  can  eziit  until  hia  diaqualiflcation  be 
adjudged  by  the  Houae.  Yet  it  would  be  eaayloatate 
eaaea  where  be  would  not  be  permiCled  Ibr  a  moment 
Ia  ocmpy  a  aeat,  not  with  atandlng  the  regnlarity  of  hia 
election  and  return.  To  no  practical  purpoae  could 
he  ever  have  bean  a  member.  80  alao  if  a  peraon  duly 
^pialifled  be  elected  and  returned,  and  die  befor«  the 
orgaaiMtion  of  ■  Honae   of  ReprewntatiTe*,  we  do 


not  thisk  h«  aimid  be  aaid  to  have  bean  ■  me^er  of 
that  body,  which  bad  no  axiateace  antU  after  hv  diMta. 
We  aay  which  bad  do  nbtencei  fin  we  conaadatat 
conceit  altogether  ftnciful  which  Mpnaenta  ana  (;«- 
grea*  auceeeding  to  aoothet  aa  lumbera  of  the  niM 
corporation.  It  baa  no  fbntdalMMi  other  ia  bet  or  te 
the  theory  of  our  Govemment.  Each  Bonaeof  S»- 
preaentaOvea  ia  a  diatinct  legialative  body,  having  do 
connexion  with  any  preeeiUag  eoe.  It  oo«mancea  iH 
eiialtnce  uoraatrainad  by  an;  nilea  or  rcpiktisBa  fir 
the  conducting  of  baaiiMaa,  irtiich  weN  esUHiAed  by 
former  Houaea,  and  wbicb  Wen  bcadingf  npoa  then. 
It  preacribeaitaoam  eoarae  rf  [rriirn«iitinf.iil«<alla  uf 
flcera,  and  deaigaalea  their  dmiea.  Been  Joiat  (ri« 
br  the  govemitieiU  of  bMh  HeMie  of  Ooognaa^  an 
not  bfaidlBg  apon  a  new  Honae  <rf  ftuMiianBliilna. 
untetaespicMlyaatabUAedl^tt.  AJtta«|ktheP«v- 
teenth  CongreM  had  never  aaMBbM,  A*  Pifteart 
woBld  have  met  nirfer  the  CoMttotlOB,  (dotbed  wM 
every  legielative  powai,  aa  amply  ae  ftwaacvjond  by 
the  ThirtMBA.  The  CoBstilUiMi  Jaea  net  define  the 
tinN  for  v»hlch  Repra 


ofeachSOM.    Aceoidiiisly,  in 


teauMRepnaMi- 


montha,  and  in  other  &atae  f^  a  lawger  tiae. 

The  privilege  of  asanptian  fimn  aneat,  gnated  by 
the  Coaatttntian  te  RapreaaDlaliveB  bafcra  a  neatiiw 
of  the  Honaa  and  after  it*  a^^niBeM,  faraUtw 
imant  ia  farvoc  of  thnr  uMBbetaUp  at  miA 
Eiamption  Ibam  amat  ia  •  ptMlage  a*  aU 
Pariieniant  of  England.  Thne  it  ia  ei- 
tended  not  ««ty  to  auDiben^  bnt  to  their  Batvial% 
horaea,  and  cairiage*.  Oor  Conalitatiaa  adapla  the 
very  words  of  the  common  law,  hit  Matrix  Ow  piivi- 
lege  to  membera.  In  both  eonaniea  the  oijacl  ia  the 
same,  net  ihebandt  of  theneabei,  bat  of  ibepuUk 
aervioa.  Il  i«  an  aaawalial  inatait  te  the  i%hl  ef  be- 
ing rapraaaated,  andacMMeqoaneeefibat  right.  Bat 
that  membanhip  it  net  coeiMaarva  with  the  enjoyaant 
of  that  privilege  ia  nianileal,  ftom  ibe  oeDaJileratiMi 


one  Uoagveaa  conlima  in  eSoe,  nat  o..., 

Congrraa  had  expired,  but  alee  altv  Ike  nast  Congreaa 
waa  acindy  in  aeeaiaB.  TUa  oaMatreelioB,  tbanShre, 
■•  not  only  ebauad,  bat  it  eerveatoUlnatiMa  the  ^Otcj 

of  that  aaggeaiion  which  &neii-  -'-  " — -'- 

Congieaa  anoceeding  ti    ' 


Bembete  of  lb*  «aai*  eerpoiMa  body. 

The  privilege*  of  ftHhiag  ktlan  end  exemplian 
Ihxn  militia  dsly,  atenal  gmted  by  Iha  Cenniiatiaw. 
They  are  astaUiahcd  by  law,  and  liable  to  ba  changed 
at  the  will  of  (be  QevernmaHL  They  have  bean  «x- 
tended  and  may  ba  raalrieted  as  pabfio  eoaveaiaaee 
Aill  reqnite.  havioaa  to  the  laet  Onngraae,  A*  priv- 
ilege ef  Irenking  waa  aot  aajoytd  nMil  altar  the  eew- 
meneement  of  each  aaeaioB.  Bat  et  that  does  n«l 
negatively  that  peraons  elaetad  to  the  Ueoae  af 

spreaentatlvea,  were  not  naanbera  beibn  (hat  tine; 

the  existiDg  law  doea  net  fvove  affinaniively  that 
they  are.  It  ia  traa  that  the  werda  ■•aeBben  of  the 
Bouae  of  RepreeanUtita*,"  are  need  ae  daeeriptrva  «( 
the  paraoDa  to  whom  dte  privilege  i«  granted,  fani  it 
certainly  waa  need  wlthont  inleudi^  theretor  te  ex- 
preia  aJt  opinion,  mnch  leaa  10  dooida,  aahea  naamber- 
ship  commanoee,  and  probably  withoBt  in  any  wiee  ad-  1 
verting  to  that  inqney.  The  lata  war  hed  crenlel  ; 
olaims  in  eveiy  part  of  the  ceimlry,  which  it  waa  foanj 
"by  B    ■■-     • 


Move  ni 
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H.OPIU 


(a  Coagttat  in  tbe  MT*nl  dUlrietoi  prxiow  to  ttwT 
laanng  knme.  Tka  law  «u  pavad  with  a  thw  to 
tbe  eannnUDM  of  the**  publio  dwmanli.'aa  well  ai 
tothat  of  Ae  BapraaeDtatinBelaotwL  We  havB  aean 
that  in  E^Und  thk  pnTJiega  ia  anjojed  before  llw 
MmaeueeoiBiK  of  membooliip,  and  prabably  for  a 
raaaon  itmiJar  to  that  eboraiaentiaDed. 

It  in  Mot  oow  Dooranrf  to  Inqaira  wlwl  oonetTHCIam 
oDght  lobe  gi*ni  to  theaetwUt&eiempta  "momben 


OftH 


1  Hoaa 


miKtia  datj.  Wo  do  not  know  that  it  hee  evot  to- 
c«*ed  a  ,^di<»l  expoettien,  aixt  we  proaane  th«l  tbe 
practice  nnder  it,  b;ihe  officers  of  the  militia,  famkhaa 
no  vei;  U^  anthori^  on  tbo  ConMitutiiutal  qoeiUoii 

In  retard  to  the  dtD^er  apprehended  from  Eiocn- 
ti*e  inflaance  in  the  ooncerna  of  kgiilation,  wo  might 
Toit  Mtiifiod .  with  Uie  remark  that  tbe  barinoM  of 
forming  •  eonititntioii  ia  not  confided  to  ua ;  oan  ii  a 
more  bamblo  dn^,  it  b  to  eipoDnd  the  text  bj  a  fair 
iolerpratatioD ;  we  can  oeitber  &dd  dot  diminiab;  the 
objoct  of  ear  inqniry  i*,  not  what  onght  to  be,  but 
i^tU. 

Whoarer  look*  into  tbe  Ceastitatian  wilt  find  pro- 
TinODa  to  gnard  the  aotranee  of  the  legialatire  hall 
•gaiiut  thoaa  whoee  penooal  and  Imoiediate  intareil 
WDUld  bo  adTanced,  by  perpetuating  oOtcee  and  io- 
creaeing  lalariei;  but  he  will  Sad  none  for  tbe  por- 
poee  of  Biduding  tho  Inflnenee  of  EiecDtiva  patron- 
age. The  franen  of  the  Conatitntian  either  did  not 
apprehend  danger  frwa  that  wniree,  or  the;  Ibooghl 


I  of  high  and  honorable  enbition ;  thejr 
ee  open  to  the  menben  of  this  Hoaae  ••  to  other*, 
and  thn  can  nntj  be  obtained  throagh  Eiecntire  hr 
vor.  Nay,  lawi  mar  be  pueed  on  the  laat  da;^  of  a 
Contrsn  creating  offices  anil  fixing  their  satariea,  and 
on  the  neit  daj  the  nvmbera,  by  whcae  roiea  thaj 
were  created,  may  be  appointed  to  till  them.  Tho 
onlj  antidote  prarided  against  in  aboae  of  this  perra- 
dijig  inftoence  ia  the  al«ctiTe  franchiie.  No  dep«ndajil 
on  the  Bieeatlre  can  take  a  wet  in  thi#  Bonie.  IT 
aiqr  nmnber  become  anch,hii  aeat  iivacaieil,  bia  pow- 
er retnmi  to  the  people.  Bj  a  fatthAil  and  intelligent 
eurdee  of  it,  thij  ma;  correct  enon  and  puniih  de- 
llngaoDCjr.  Tbia  ii  the  regenerating  pnndple  of  the 
Gonatitntian.  If  tbia  remedy  fail,  it  will  be  in  rain  to 
look  fci  another.  The  Conatitntion  waa  prarided  for 
a  brave,  wipe,  and  Tirtoona  people.  If  tbe  dtizeoa  of 
&e  United  States  ever  oeaH  to  deearre  thia  character, 
onr  preiant  politicel  inititntiona  will  be  fonad  un- 
mitad  to  their  condition.  Tbia  ia  tbe  only  Conititn- 
tional  anawer  we  can  give  to  the  tnggeetion  ofpoeii- 
ble  danger  from  Executive  influence. 

Id  flne,  we  have  eiemiaed  die  memorial  of  Mr. 
Hammond  with  deliberate  attention,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  Mr.  Ueirick  bu  not  rendered  himnlf  incapable 
of  being  a  member  of  thii  Houie,  bj  reuon  of  having 
hdd  the  oBee  of  Attorney  of  the  United  Slates  alter 
tbe  4th  ef  Mardi  and  nntil  the  Mlfa  of  November  laat. 
We  anlnoin  hereto  tbe  aaid  memorial  marked  A,  Mr. 
Herriok'a  anawer,  marked  B,  and  aUo  an  anxwer  Sled 
by  Mr,  Holme*  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Heirick,  marked  C, 
and  reapeotfally  anbmit  the  following  roeolution : 

Setohcd,  That  Samud  Herrick  ii  entitled  to  a  leat 
in  thi*  Hoiua. 

Tha  fitUowiiV  u  tl»  pethionn^  ia«notial : 


T»  Me  htmrabk  Iht  Smatt  amd  Onttt  of  Btprttm- 

latwM  «/  the  VitiUd  Slalu  t(f  AnttAta  m  Cm- 

gnuauemhled. 

Tha  BHaarid  of  the  nndereigued,  ■  ciluin  o^  IW 
Unitwl  atatae.  asd  a  teddud  and  ebwtor  in  the  tborth 
CongT***iDad  diMriet  of  tb  State  of  Ohia,  t**pe*ti 
folly  teptweato : 

That  at  tbe  generd  doetionhddiB  tbe  State  of  Ohio, 
in  tbe  month  of  October,  in  the  yen  1818,  Samuel 
Herriek.  E*q.,  was  duly  elected  to  rmreaent  the  fourth 
Congre**iond  diitrict  of  the  State  of  Oliio,  in  tbe  Fif- 
teenth Congvee*  of  tiie  United  Statea.  That  on  Ifae 
7th  ef  Jannery,  IBIT,  agreeably  to  (he  law*  of  eaid 
State,  he  waa  dedared  dnly  elected  by  the  Oo<i««Mr 
and  Seemtary  ef  Stale,  in  the  preeence  of  the  Bwiat* 
of  aaid  State.  That  he  ha*  obtained  a  entifleate  of 
hi*  election,  ha*  appeared  and  taken  theoathareqaind 

by  law,  and    now  hdd*  an'    

honorable  body,  • 
State  of  Ohio. 

Tout  memoiialiat  fdfthar  ahowelh,  that,  at  tbe  tiK« 
Mr.  Betriek  wt«  deetcd  a  menbet  of  (be  Howe  of 
Repreofntative*,  be  beM  Ihe  offioa  of  United  fTtatw 
dirtrirt  attorney  tot  tbe  Ohio  dietriot,  which  oOee  Mr. 
Heirkk  continued  to  bdd,  and  eontintied  to  peifwm 
the  dntiae  thereof,  and  to  recdve  llie  oompeualiaM 
attached  thereto,  noti]  the  month  of  September,  in 
the  year  1817 ;  nor  i*  it  known  to  your  namoriaBil 
that  Mr.  Herrii^  be*  yM  reaignsd  tho  laid  oiBeo. 

Tonr  memoriaUal  farther  ahoweth,  that  Ihe  offioe  of 
United  State*  di*lrict  attmey  t*  an  offloe  created  by 
a  law  «t  the  United  State*,  and  tbe  per*on*  eppoislad 
to  diicharge  the  dntie*  of  *«id  office  ■>«  nominntad 
and  eppaintad  by  iba  PrMndant^  1^  awl  with  tbe  a^ 
vice  uid  oenaant  of  dte  Saaate  ef  llw  Uahad  States 
•od  hoU  tbair  ofBee*  dnriag  the  fleanu*  of  the  Pn^ 
ident,  and,  beeidee  perqnieite*  of  offle*,  reodva  aa 
annual  ooaipennlion  ficoi  tbe  Treaaiiiy  of  the  Uu- 
todSlBta*. 

Your  meaorialiat  ihrtber  diaweth,  that  by  Iha  aixlh 
aaciien  of  tbe  Ant  artide  ef  die  CounitatioB  of  the 
,  ainonK  other  lhinga^^M«*idad  and 
parwn  hoMing  any  office  onder  the 


»  of  either  1 


United  Bti 

dedared  tta 

United  Slue*  ibali  ba  a 

CongMM)  daa«g  bia  ec 

It  i*  oencmved  that  tfie  CoDgr***  of  the  Uuilad 
Stale*  I*  a  politicd  inctitntion  of  eontinDd  dwtatka. 
Composed  of  the  Preeident,  the  Senate,  and  die  Houea 
of  E^ieeartativea,  it  mn*t  dwaya  ba  in  esiilanea 
while  ^  Ootatsnent  oxtM*.  The  MeMbaw  af  •& 
its  cwapanadt  part*,  tha«fb  appointed  for  diSann^ 
are  atUl  apvoinled  for  detatminata  pMrieda.  The  mo- 
mant  Iha  tarn  of  As  pradeeaaaor  Bsfar**,  tbnt  of  tbe 
oncciwoT  aammeneee,  nnleaa  lor  mam»  canM  moh  ane- 
oeaaor  bad  not  bean  deeted  in  iba  manner  pointad  o« 
by  tbe  Oonttitution.  Tba  comHeneement  of  e*«y 
tann  i*  apoo  tha  4tb  of  Hard),  that  of  tbo  Preddent 
every  IbtMb,  that  of  tba  Senate  vveiy  dzlb,  and  that 
of  tha  Uooaa  af  Rapnaantativaa  every  aeoond  yav. 
And  althoBgh  it  may  posdhly  hapfen  thai  the  aeat  «f 
a  dngte  member,  or  Hw  lapreaentalion  of  one  or  mom 
Statae,  may  be  vacant,  yet  thia  feet  cannot  poaaiUy 
adbet  the  ooutiDaal  aibtenoe  of  tbe  inalilution  itaelC 
for  if  the  CoogiMa  once  oaaaea  to  aziat,  the  Oovns- 
■aal  mnat  from  that  indent  be  tarminated. 

Aa  the  nenbeia  of  Ihe  Home  of  Bepraaantativaa 
are  appointed  for  bnt  two  yaora,  and  tbe  Mber  brandiee 
are  appointed  for  ■  longer  period,  ibe  election  of  n 
mnr  tCnm  of  BeprtMntativea  ta  eooddered  aa  «att- 
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•tinting  •  new  CongTBH.    Tba  p 


t  QvagifM  ii 


bat  tUi  deieiiption  miut  b«  rrieired  to  tlks  nunban 
irtio  compoia  tha  Congrau,  and  not  to  tha  inrtitntion 
HmM.  "nMiDBh,  at  the  end  of  tlie  bienniai  term  of  tlie 
BapiaaanlttlTW,  tlut  bnndi  vt  the  Ctatptm  beeoBai 
meamrily  diM}ivani««d ;  atill  the  OoigtMf  ujatt. 
Tlie  otltei  bnudMa  era  in  CM&plete  organinlian,  and 
the  mamben  of  Uta  TeprewnUtt*a  bnueli  aie  lefaUy 
In  ezirtettce,  re»d;  to  tie  orfaiiited  altonld  occMion 
raqoireit. 

'  Ali  the  righta  and  all  tha  prlTilis**  of  tlxii^  ilUioii 
attach  to  tl>e  memben  eject,  the  umnent  thMf  tetin 
eonunancea.  Tbere  can  be  no  ipac*  of  tine  between 
the  tanninatioa  of  one  OangnM  and  the  oonunanMK 
■lait  of  another.  The  FiAMDth  CongreM  «xi(tad  on 
tlwlth  of  March,  1817,  a*  cortainlj  aa  it  now  exiata. 
Tha  narabera  of  (he  Senate  and  of  tha  Honaa  than 
aleeted,  bat  who  had  not  qnahlted  tlieiDMlTea  to  act 
)w  taUnt  tlie  ncetiaaty  oUhe,  were,  notwithatandinB 
thi*  Act,  meoriMia  of  Congreaa.  Tlie  tama  of  Mr. 
0tia,inlhe8enata,u>daf  Mr.  Heniekiin  theHoiwe, 
MmBOUad  at  the  aane  inatant  of  tine.  Both  ware 
BMnhwa:  the  Preaidanf a podaiutian MaTaning  the 
flanata.  called  Mr.  Otia  to  the  inmediata  Mrfbnnaiice 
of  hia  doliaa;  bnt  'A  oMiid  not  oonftitnte  kim  a  uant- 
ter  of  CongreM.  A  prodamatinn  eoaTening  tha 
Hovaa  of  BepiaaantatiTee  would  ha*a  opaiatad  in  the 
aanae  maanai  upon  Mr.  Henick;  end  cntainly,  not- 
irilbtttnding  that  tba  Stataa  of  Viiginia  and  North 
Candina  had  oBittod  to  appaint  their  rapraaaniation, 
the  Pnaident  coold  have  called  the  Fifteenth  Congreea 
to  meet  npon  the  4th  day  of  Match,  1817. 

An  opinion  aaema  to  hate  prevailed,  that  a  penon 
alecled  a  membar  of  Congreia  ii  not,  in  bet,  a  mem- 
ber until  he  ahaU  have  dectarad  hia  aceeptanca  of  the 
awdntment,  fay  taking  the  oatha  nooeaaur  to  qoaliiy 
1&  todwdwTgehiadiitieaonllMAaot.  Thi*  opinion 
aMuraea  that,  ahhoogh  the  appcnntment  ia  complete, 
and  the  term  commenced,  atill  uia  leat  remain*  laeant 


upon  die  aabjecL 


ia  poaitioa  i*  regarded  aa  wholly 


Bllhei'  Mr.  Herrich.  waa  a  member  of  Congraaa  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1817,  or  he  wa«  not  a  mamber.  If 
he  waa  a  member,  there  could  be  no  vacancy;  if  be 
WM  not  a  member,  by  what  anlhori^  doe*  he  now 
ooeupy  hi*  aeat? 

'  Tha  Conatiiotion  of  the  United  Stataa  pmvidM, 
"  that  tba  timae,pl*eee,  and  manner  of  holdinf  ebc- 
tfena  fat  Senaton  and  RepneantatiTea,*duil  be  pTe- 
eetibed  in  om^  State  I9  the  Lagidatore  thereof;"  and 
it  abo  provide*  that  "whan  vacanciea  h^pen  in  the 
lepreaentatifm  fiom  any  State,  the  Executive  authority 
ttaraof  ahaU  iaaoa  write  of  election  to  fill  aneh  vaean' 
dee."  On  llle  14th  of  Febmaiy,  1818,  tha  l^giala- 
tare  «f  Ohio  preacribed  that,  on  theaaeond  Toeidayof 
October,  ISia,  the  electoia  in  that  State  ahonU  (ioot 
avitijile  pcraon*  to  iufwaant  that  Btata  in  Cong  1  em, 
fbr  a  term  of  two  yean,  to  commence  on  the  4lfa  day 
^Maieh,  18IS;  and  diqr  hlrthar  preaoibed,  ■■  that  at 
■very  period  of  two  yeara,  bom  the  aaid  aacond  Tnaa- 
day  of  October,  the  electon  of  e«^  Congreawinal  di*- 
trlet  in  that  Smie  ilull,  in  like  maninr,  vote  for  ■  anil- 
able  peraon  to  repreaent  that  State  in  tha  Congrem  of 
the  United  Btalea,  for  the  term  of  two  yean,  to  com- 
mence on  the  4th  day  of  March  naat  tbeteaftet." 

Under  Ihsaa  proviatoo*  of  conatttational  and  itatnt* 
l«w,  on  the  aeoosd  Totedey  of  October,  ISIB,  Mr. 


Herrick  wa«  elected  to  rqneaent  the  Slate  of  Ohio  ia 
Congreei,  for  the  term  of  two  yean,  to  commence  on 
the  4th  da)  of  March,  1817.  By  thi*  elediea  the 
Conatitntion  of  the  United  Statm,  and  the  law  of  Ohio, 
were  completely  exeonted.  Th^  office  wai  perfoim- 
«d,  and  no  eleotion  could  be  held,  ezoept  to  fill  a  va- 
cantT,  until  the  raeaiiiug  term  of  two  yean.  IAbAot 
Ihia,  Hr.  Herrick  ahoold  die  bebra  the  meetiog  of  Con- 
greM, the  Executive  mnat  iiane  hi*  writ  to  nipply  the 
vacanCT;  audit  aeama  difficult  to  comprehend  how, U 
Hr.  Herrick  never  wai  a  member  of  Congreaa,  hi* 
death  oonid  leave  a  vacauij  to  be  filled  by  (pecial 

That  peieoni  elected  memben  of  Coagteaa  aro  le- 
gally memben  before  the^  qualify  bv  taking  the  oatha, 
ia  evident,  &om  the  practice  under  the  Cotutitationr  in 


their  attendance  at  the  aeaaioQ,  and  in  going  b. 

relaming  &om  the  aams.  Thia  privilege  attachea  to 
the  memben  bebre  they  take  the  oalha,  when  going 
to  attend  the  fint  aeeaioa  after  their  election.  If  the^ 
not  memben  ontil  tha  oathi  were  taken,  tliia 
could  not  be  the  caae. 

The  miUtU  law  of  the  United  States  exempta  «  the 
memben  of  both  Bonaea  of  CongreM"  from  the  per> 
Gnmanee  of  militia  da^.  Thia  exemption  haa  elwaya 
been  conaidered  aa  attachtng  to  the  membere  from  the 
commencement  of  their  term.  And,  in  tike  maaaer, 
the  privilege  of  franking  ia  claimed  and  exeroaed  by 
the  mamben  ilect  before  they  take  their  aeat*.  In  the 
caae*  here  enameraled,  the  practice  ia  undonbtsd/y 
falcated  npon  the  hypathMi*,  that  the  peraoo*  elect- 
ed to  Congieaa  are  mamben  jrom  tl 


It,  then,  according  to  the  Conatttution,  Aa  parson 
elected  a  member  of  Congra*  become*  a  mamber  npon 
the  day  at  which  hia  term  commencea,  your  memo- 
rialiat  conoeivea  that  upon  thA  day  he  moat  be  capa- 
ble, under  tha  Cooititution,  of  occupying  hia  aeat  in 
the  proper  Houae.  A  poraon  holding  upon  that  day  an 
office  under  the  Uniteu  State*  i«  not  tbua  capable.  On 
the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Herrick  held  the  offico, 
and  received  the  emolumant*  of  United  State*  diatrict 
attorney  for  the  Ohio  diatrict.  Thia  i*  an  o&a  nndor 
the  United  Statea,  and  the  Conaliti^ioa  expieaily  do- 
clarea,  that  "no  peraou  holding  aiiy  olSee  ondar  tha 
United  States  ahall  be  a  member  MT  either  Bouae  of 
Congrea*  during  hii  continuance  in  office."  He  ahall 
not  be  a  member.  If  Mr.  Herrick  ww  not  a  member 
while  he  held  hia  ofico,  he  cannot  now  be  a  member. 
If  he  wu  a  member,  and  at  the  aame  time  held  an 
office  under  the  United  States,  it  would  aaem  that  the 
Constitution  is  Inoperatire  in  his  particular  cue. 

The  language  of  the  Conatitntion  i*  dear  and  ex- 
plidk  It  did  not  meen  to  prohibit  a  person  from  per- 
tbrming  the  duties  of  a  Senator  or  RepreeenUtive,  and 
the  duties  of  any  other  office  at  the  aame  time.  It* 
otyect  waa  to  render  the  holding  <d'  an  office  under  tha 
United  Stalea,  and  the  appointment  of  a  member  of 
Congress,  utterly  tncompalible.  The  inlarpretatiM 
by  which  Mr.  Henick  can  hold  hia  aeat,  permit*  him 
lo  be  a  member  of  Coogresi,  10  enjoy  the  privilegEa 
and  exemption*  of  a  member  of  Congress,  and  to  ccn- 
tinue  for  nine  month*  afterwards,  arid  longer  if  he 
pteue*,  to  bold  and  receive  the  emolnmenta  of  an  office 
under  Uie  United  States,  Your  memorialist  moat  re. 
*pectAUly  beg*  leave  to  inakt  that  thit  intarpretatioa 
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lUteinpUttd  b;  tlu  frtman  of  that 


■MUt.    Ba.     , 

by  rimtdDB  out  boa  bodi  Hmuw  tha  dBpandtati  uid 
lli«  emtVTCa  ot  the  TrBMiiT7,  to  doM  the  doon  of  the 
LeghlBtara  aguiwt  imdiM  Execotm  infliMDov.  And 
tbii  w**  doiM  to  [■■■uii* tfa«  Anernan  OmgroM 6on 
the  banafU  cotiMfDaBOM  of  that  iiidiraet  and  iiiTuiUa 
aystem  of  bribirj  whkfa  compted  and  di^iacad  the 


Th«  pfoTwon  of  tha  Conititiitioa  ooeaaioni 

tolate  nwqadtf .  Ap(naa«l*clad  taCwigiMa,who, 
«ft«T  tha  eMnmMi«aB(I)t  of  hia  farm,  OMitfaiaaa  to  hold 
<n  aeoapli  an  ofico  ttodar  iho  Unilad  StaUt,  ii  ' 
paUe  wnMmbanl^  in  the  one  eaae,  and  in  lite 
vacataa  )um  nm  atal.  Adept  a  diAnnt  oemtntetion, 
•nd  Coi]|iaanMreoonbeUlBd«rithBMnirhOTa«ai«« 
Ezecnti*e  appointBenta  aAoT  titaii  daetfen,  and  laritn 
them  oaij  long  auni^  to  aarre  ExeeotiTe  pnipeaaa 
in  the  IiaKialaMra.  Sandy  it  cannot  be  neeeeaai^  in 
«n  unight,  inteltigcat,  and  en%htaDed  legialatioa, 
that  Cmgreaa  ahonld  itrain  for  an  inletptetation  of 
the  Conatitntioii,  by  which  they  may  letain  among 
them  aa  nembraa  men  ao  fbttd  of  diftinction,  or  eo 
graod  J  of  pua,  a*  to  plaea  thamaelTea  np<m  a  land  with 
the  naeuiel  inMivmanta  of  dte  nteat  eommt  Oovnn- 
nent  npm  with.  For  bne  your  mmoiialict  mnal 
bag'leara  to  n>gs«at,  that  it  can  aeldam  happen  that  a 
hi^i-ininded  and  luiDOnble  man  woold  wiah  to  retalii 

an  emph^mant  nndar  thoae  vhom, 

___-..    B,heinaj»o» 


Tho 


Tiawiriuch  yoiirn 


rialiat  haa  taken  of  thia 


anlgaet,  carriea  con^etion  to  hia  mind  lltat  Mr.  Her- 
iJei^  hy  letaininf  hia  office,  nndered  himaetf  Incapa- 
ble of  a  eeat  in  Congreai ;  that,  eonaaqiMBlly,  he  dm, 
by  hk  own  ael^  vacated  bia  appointment  and  haa  no 
right  to  ■  aeat  in  yonr  Hoaae.  Tom  meneriaiiat, 
thcTefbre,  praya  that  your  honorable  body  will  axani- 
in«  into  the  mattera  herein  alleged,  and  that  yon  will 
Tacate  the  aeat  now  occoioed  by  Bamoel  Heniek,  Eaq., 
aa  a  RapieaantatiTe  in  the  ifteenth  CongiaM  ftom  the 
Contth  OongreMonal  diathet  in  Ohio. 
And  yam  memoriatiBt  win  pray,  fte. 

C.  HAMMOND. 

LiTTU  or  Ma.  HnxicK. 
To  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tiitok, 

Chairman  CommitUt  fff  Ekdlon*  ; 
8i>:  Hie  vueatkin  ai       ~  ~      ~ 

and  ropMto[UMO0inBilteeia,w 
«d»K< 

«lMtaen  abeU  the  lat  day  <£  October,  1817,  and  who 
liaa  beid  the  office  of  Attumn  of  the  United.  Stalea, 
before  and  after  the  4lh  of  Haieh,  and  down  to  the 
XQth  of  NoTember,  18IT,  and  no  longer,  la  entitled  to 
Ua  aeat  aa  a  nembiar  of  Congreae  in  £e  Honae  WT  Bep- 
^eeaolaliTaa  on  the  fint  Umimj  of  Aeoeaber  Mlew- 
ing,  Dnder  the  Ceiiatitntion  of  the  United  BtBte%  or 
not.  Thia  is  the  enaction,  and  thoae  are  dte  beta 
which  make  dM  caee  for  the  taport  of  the  emnmitlaa. 
J  am  Hum  pailicnlar  in  auting  tha  &ati  which  make 
the  oaae,  in  «nler  that  it  may  be  decided  upon  ita  own 
paotiliar  nerila,  sDCMneeted  with  the  facti  and  di- 
Ciunatanoea  whid  ma;  relate  to  tha  caae  of  any  other 
gentleneo,  (if  any  each  there  are,)  whoas  ntoatien 
oey  be  aimiUr  in  aoma,  thoagh  not  in  all,  raepeeta  to 
mine.  Not  baoanae  Ilinaw,  or  even  Miipect,  wat  the 
dwith  tlua    * " 


taj  holding  my  aaat,  than  the  facta  relating  to  the  caae 
of  any  other  gcallaman  may  be  bTonble  to  Um ;  bnt 
beoenae  I  think  it  jnat  that  thia,  hka  eroy  eaae  otia- 
dMdiul  riAt  before  thia,  aa  beine  evaiy  other  tribn. 
nal,  Aoold  rtand  upon  ita  own  baeet  and  be  decided 
•eondinff  lolbeftetaBBddrenmatancecof  eachpatt^ 
cnlH  oaae.  The  Conatitntien,  by  nUch  tiia  aerwal 
dapoteenta  of  tha  QoremnMnt  haa  baM  oeated,  fa 
the  oitty  suthori^  acMntially  Mnneeted  with,  or  that 
haa  any  bearing  on  the  qnaation.  Ae  well  may  we 
call  to  thair  ud  tha  bylawa  of  the  eorpocaliM)  of  tha 
Ci^  itf  WailusgtM  or  of  Alexandria,  in  giving  a  con* 
atnieliaB  to  that  inatramant,  aa  tha  Uwa  of  tha  Slate  of 
Ohio,  et  of  atn  other  Slate  in  the  Unitn.  I  mean  no 
dineepect  to  the  lawa  of  any  State.  Thay  ate  allwiee 
and  peeper,  I  preanme,  irithin  their  raapeotiTa  ariima ; 
bnt  they  haw  no  bearing  on  the  qoeatiaa.  Takinf 
the  Conatitntion  lor  otn  nily  text  end  guide,  doea  it 
pcoUbit  a  peoon,  thiiaaitiiated,&om  becoming  aniem- 
bar  ef  CoDgreeal  Ilhinkuot.  He  la  not  ptedodad, 
either  by  the  vetda  or  the  apiiit  of  the  GonMitntioiu 
That  p«»t  of  the  Coaatitutiui,  and  the  on^  part  Umt 
ia  regarded  ai  prohibitory,  in  the  aixth  aectien  of  the 
firalaiticla.readaailbUowB:  "  ^d  no  paraon  bidding 
any  aHiet  otider  tha  Dniied.8iatea  «haU  be  a  aamber 
of  either  Hooae  daring  hia  conHnuanee  in  office." 
Wh«,air,ir 


ber  of  Congteaa  within  Om  pioriaion  oftbe  Conetitu- 
rion  1  Ooee  the  mere  act  ef  the  pee^  by  dectiiv 
R^meental^e,  either  in  bet  or  in  law,  maka 
imbar  of  Congreai  ?  I  think  not,  air.  For, ' 
if  ao,  the  mere  nomination  of  the  Prendent,  or  flu 
of  the  Pteaident  with  the  appntba- 
t,  may  conalitnte  a  judge  in  hw  or 
in  lacl  of  oiM  of  your  eoniti  an  Ambaiwdiw.  a  Con- 
anl,  or  any  other  offiear,  which  the  Preridant  and  Sw- 
h«Te  tha  power,  under  tha  Coiutitntion,  of  aj^ 
iting ;  and  that,  loo,  wilh  or  withoat  tha  conaent 
of  the  pemon  thna  nominated,  trilhoat  any  eridanoe  tf 
hia  aoceptanee,  and  wttknit  bia  taking  tha  oath  of  of. 
"ca  aa  neaoibed  and  required  ^  law ;  a  doctrine 
'hich,  IpManme,  would  net  be  contended  for  etan  by 
the  memMialiat  himadC  And  yet  thia  poaiiion,  aa 
jnepoataroDa  aa  it  manifoally  ia,  ia  newUkcIeai  cnraot, 
if  the  election  of  a  Bapieeeatatif  e  by  the  people,  with- 
ont  any  act  on  hii  part,  erideadng  hia  conaent,  oc 
proving  hia  aoeeptanoe,  will  eonaliliite  him  a  mMnbv 
of  Cow«*^  So  for  ia  thia  Awn  being  the  bw,  a*  it 
——'-••-■- ->---  I  beliere  in  ei 


well  under  the  GoTenuunt  of  the  Uuiied  Bt^ea,  aa 
—idar  the  eereral  Btata  goreinmenU,  tbitre  b  alwan 
e  or  more  acta  to  be  parformad,  both  by  the  can^ 
te  or  contamj^ted  officer,  and  by  Iha  aorernment 
people,  aa  the  oaae  may  be ;  all  of  which  mart  be 
peribimed  before  any  paraon  can  be  conatitnted  an 
officer,  eilhar  in  law  or  m&cti  and  aoch  ta  pecoliady 
tha  caae  aa  it  reqwcU  a  member  of  Congraaa.  Fint, 
the  people  moat  elect  him.  Second,  Iba  votea  mnet 
be  caniamod.  Third,  hie  election  mnat  be  dnJy  pio- 
cleined.  ^d,  foorO,  the  eridenee  of  hia  deetton, 
and  certifioale  of  the  i^  mnrt  be  made  out  and  fltr> 
niahed  htm  by  tha  Execntira  of  the  State.  AU  tlieaa 
acta  are  required  to  be  pei&naad  by  tha  people  and 
the  ttoTMomant,  and  th^  loa>  before  the  perMn  elect- 
ed ia  bound  eren  to  Anotv  that  he  ia  elected;  anderen 
then  it  would  be  anreaamable  to  aty  that  the  paraon 
elected  ibouid  not  have  aome  little  titne  to  re^ct  on 
the  rabject,  and  to  make  np  hii  miod  whether  he 
would  raaign  one  c^oa  to  accept  of  another.  Bnt  the 
pertinence  of  all  the  act*  ab0Te4)enlioned  do  not 
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w  coDiDiftiiiaUdi  and  boAn  ha  b,  asTMabl^  ts  the 
kngtuf*  mi  ipMt  of  Um  CatMtliMiH,  m  bmAw  vf 
CoDgHW.  Ha  mart  appau  in  tUi  plaea.wad  caniMt 
to  ttka  iba  aath  la  pMauibad  to  nppoit  Ae  ComH- 
tntion,  and  Ab  flpiatw  moat  adadaMar  that  «■*  to 
Um.  Thii  aot  <rf  bilk  in  c0Imm*v  u  t^e  Iba  oaU, 
Ja-Oa  onir  togat  oridaMS  knomi  to  yoarConilitutlOo 
or  iaiTC,  of  lu«  banDg  aeoapCad  Ike  ottca;  icai  Us 
bating  ti^Ni  Ac  aaA,u  tka  anly  kgat  arideww  Aat 
ho  ia,  to  bnr  and  in  fcet,  a  Mombar  of  Oongwaa  ttte 
odwr  «cla  anauaraMd  bavlnf  i1«a  baan  perfimMd. 
Tbta  eaae  ma;  be  (MailBtad  to  that  of  an;  «A«r 
ooUMct  «ado  wban  ifaa  people  ei  tb«  Gm-ainnMnt 
flmn  otM  pei^.  and  an  iudhMoal  tbe  other  parly  g  or 
to  Dm  of  a  oontnct  mad*  bf  two  faiilivHiMli  i  tbe 
Wiant  of  both  to  tbo  contrMt  nnat  bo  pnmd,  or  it  ia 
no  oontraet    IfaU  Iba  wcta  wUch  I  ban  ennmaMtad 


HRabtr  of  Congroi*,  how  taaa^ 
Whan  n  the  dividing  line  drawn  1  And  by  What  la 
M  Aawn  t  The  GonMitStiiin  haa  drawn  no  line  be- 
nraaB  the  jMdomwnoe  of  A«  ^Mto  or  «  pvt  of  iboae 
Win.  Ani  npon  dm  aanu  pfinciple  tbat  tbe  pefforu- 
■Me  of  sny  aM  of  Iboae  eMMatiat  nelB  and  aondittOH 
to  conMitaW  a  mMibar  mnjr  be  diipenaad  Witt,  Ae 
wbol*  Hay  be  dbpcnaad  wiib>  Mad  a  pemoB  it  eqnall; 
nwambet  of  Cunjn«aa,wilb  orwilhaW  lb«  oonaent  of 
Iba  people.  €1  at  tat  own  c«Ba«nt  ft  it  contended 
Oat!  a  KepMNMaam  ele«t,  in  (be  State  Of  Oblo,  altd 
bolbin  be  tahea  tte  oath  raqaired  by  Iho  Conaljtntion, 
WU,  on  tbe  Mt  Of  March  iaat,  a  meabet  at  GoBgraaa, 
orbe  wtauot  noMinlin';  If  nneBiber,  bo  eaold  not 


alight  hne  iaaaed  a  wtH,  otdwing  a  new  election  to 
HI  Die  iBcann'.  To  auMOft  Aia  poaition,  a  MatMe 
of  Oblo  i«  cit«d,  and  nUch,  H  •■  MM,  pr»*ide*  ftr  tbe 
tteetkat  of  a  Ropveatntaliva  on  tbe  MMnd  Tneoda; 


tte  Mb  day  of  M>mh  ihMMaAar. 
•  aUMte  i*  not  da»M.  I  havo,  Bvwvnr,  Hmn  im- 
teMd  tny  piMeat  agaiut  *•  ptofria^  of  dniggbig  in 
tfla  atetote  of  any  SMn,  toconlnlar  *ary  tboeanaa 
■teaabig  and  oonMilMiion  of  the  VouatiMlton  of  tbe 
OAodStatea.  Prom  wfaoBM,  w,  did  Ihe  Leg^alatun 
of  Ohio  dexlf  B  their  aothmi^  to  pan  a  lUlnte  deter- 
MtelQg  when  thaofilea  of  anemborof  Oonpeta  tball 
b^|ltt,  M  when  it  Aall  end,  or  bow  iMg  it  thtH  ton- 
tinneT  SantyDotftomiMaCoHtiniiian.  The  only 
fvmtt  ghen  1^  (be  ConulMiion  to  tbo  >Uto  Lagialoh 
tana  on  tiiic  mljeet,  ia  Ibtt  of  prMBribfaig  tin  tiaai, 
piaeeit,  end  maaner  of  boMbig  elacOitti;  fentA  eao- 
don,  trat  artide.  The  aeoood  oeation  «f  Ihe  fint 
artiele  af  the  ConatttatlDn  pro*idea  for  (Im  election  of 
tte  BeptaaBntailTea  tfnry  aeeond  year  by  (bo  people 
of  Ae  HTaral  Btataa,  wtAoot  Gsing  any  time  wben 


OonMUvthm,  nor  any  la*  soda  by  (be  antbority  of 
that  inatntment,  ftxoa  Aa  Una  when  the  ofieo  of  a 
IManber  of  Oongrea  begint,  it  ia  bat  bir  t»  condnde 
that  It  waa  Ae  intention  of  Aa  Convention  Aat  Ae 
office  alionld  eommenoe  at  tbe  tbne  Ae  oaA  Waa  ad 
miniitered  to  the  HepreaenAtrfe  by  Ae  Bpeaher,  ani 
Bot  beftn.    Oroth«rwi8«s  that '' '^ 


*  tbm  weM,  wouU  iiipiaaalj 
»  wd  enitiar  period,  nad  mt' 


aaautiva  elect,  oi 


>  Ml  or  ManA,  and  baAn  he 


not  a  HeKber,  within  tbe  aiiA  m 
tbe  fiiat  aitidaof  Ae  Oonatitation :  I  mMtoa  Ae 
negative  af  Hub  poaition.  If  a  Hifiinatilali rn  aket 
waa,  <nt  the  4A  of  Hvch,  and  betea  bo  lock  Ae 
••A,  a  laenUier,  ttan  not  only  aU  the  rf^ila  and  piM- 
lefea  of  a  Boabet  iaalai)^  ntlacb  to  Um,  bat  abo  ril 
Ae  righia  and  ptivflegea  of  Iba  poo^  aa  tbair  Bep- 

NMUUtiT^  aa  inataatly  at*—*-' —  "- —      ' 

it  win  not  ba  aaid  Aat  Ij 

live  (lect«f  tbo  people  attaeb  U 

of  Iba  pei^  oa  hint  attach  to  them.  No,Bi 

taapoalWe  ri^bla  have  «    '      " 

oflEreb. « 

oeaaiaa  of  Oeagreaa.faa  Wbad  a  ti^tto  dot)  and  tbe 
Bcfraaaalative  elect,  befbie  he  had  lehn  Ae  oath, 
bad  beta  anmnoncd  to  attend  at  tbii  ^aee,  aad  rw- 
ftaaed  obedienoe  to  tbe  anaBona,  eo^d  Ua  obaUanoa 
have  boaa  inced !  No,  air.  And  aunaao,  ea  dto 
let  of  D        ■^       -'     " - - 


nBi7  private  coDcema,  wiA  tbe  OHlHIaaU  of  Ua  ale» 
tion  in  hie  pocket,  as  made  onl  I9  Iba  Enecaliaa  ol 
Iba  State,  eaold  tbe  JSoaee-oetopd  thaaMen^aaerf 
■neb  Itapiaaaaniiv  aleet  1   Or  aappeea  tbe  Baigeau^ 


Bnakw,  and 

woald  not  Ae  Honae,  to  nee  a  houMly  phraaak  be  at 
the  and  of  their  taAerT  And  why!  Becanae  a  Bap- 
reaentali're  elect  cannot  potftim  BDy  da^  eiyoined 
upon  him  by  law,  bafaro  be  haa  taken  tlw  oalk  of 
office,  and  be  cannot  take  Ae  oaA  batoe  Cmtien 
convenet,  and  which  ia  ibe  oidy  legd,  aaoqnivMBl, 
and  oartain  evidenea  that  be  baa  aoceptod  Ae  office, 
and  baa  baeotoe  a  umAr.    Ner4o  lb*  lighM  and 


K^ilaNatotivo  elacl  on  Um  4A  of  Mn^aad  biAn 
ha  takaa  tbe  oaA  af  cAea.    If  ho,  indeed  Iktaa  lbs 
Ae  tth  of  Mucb,  I  agree  that  ba  rigbW  hhI 
~  """"■  '"  "~  ia  Ihe  nurnaar  ■  paasuiLad 
wa  aa  ha  takes  AeonA,  nad 


It  Will  be  peneieed,  m,  tbat  than  m  an  e«idait  di»> 
Aictioo  mnnng  Arougbont  the  ConaliWIlen,  be- 
tweon  tbemeaBingof  the  word  repfeaeMativo  andthi 
word  nMabsr.  The  word  lyigiUartac,  m  need  ta 
Ae  ConatiWttMi,  algntOee  a  petaon  who  baa  baa 
elected,  bnt  not  fuimitd  to  ttd  /  ta  hiw  tba  rigbk 
andpriTitageeef  BBMmbardonotattoob.  Tbowerf 
MtiMa-  aignilea  ■  pateaa  who  hto  not  onlj  beM 
•teetad,  but  haa  lakon  Ihe  oaA  of  ottoc.  It  maaw  a 
meirter;  iejwre*nA  de  ,^«<e  to  hn  the  Hghto  and 
ptinlegeadoattBcb.  Tbaa,  for  asaapla,  in  A«  Iboth 
BsetioB  of  tbe  fliat  artidty  "Ae  tinwa,  places,  and 
i  uanBOT  of  holdiBg  eloGtitna  br  Senalaaa  and  Ji^se- 
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msroBT  or  cohskub. 


Jawoaht.  leiS. 


Okio  OantetM  Sketitm. 


t  Aall  b*  ntMcribad  h  M«h  State  bsr  *s 
LagklatoT*  tbeNof;''  not  tax  Snalon  uid  ncMfan. 
And  >|sU,  l?  lb*  fifth  MCiJM  •f  tb»  fint  Miela, 
"  Md)  Hoim  iball  b*  lb*  jvige  af  the  alMtioni,  n- 


la  of  two4hMi,  o^ 
«  mtmitr," not ayf  « ry wwwtMi'»f ■  AndUw^lfa 
MotiBD  of  Ab  fiMt  uticb,  callad  tba  proMMtory  aae- 
tiaa,  doM  aM  tv  that  ■  noMn  hoUinr  aaj  oSee  im- 
im  th*  UoiMd  Statai  (Ull  «M  ba  a  ixyrrwafirtlMB 
4VU1V  Ui  aonMnoiiea  in  o0at<  It  am,  bo  paMm 
holdiiis^  dec,  ■haJlba  amonitrofailhM  HMMadaiiag 
hia  mjitinniTf*  ia  offiea.  And  bomrM  it  sa;  have 
bean  the  Ami  in  aoma  laatannaa,  that  Bayri— tiliaia 
alatt,  bafina  Ih^  wan  qaali&ad  and  lock  Ariraattain 
tha  Bonae,  auf  have  claiMad  •zamptiona  feom  the 
parfbemaaea  of  vilitaiy  dntiaa,  (aa  ia  aUafad  b;  the 
iiMmnrialiitil  and  the  benaflt  of  the  prinlaga  of  frank- 
ing lultaWi  Ac,  (Ihoufh  I  danot  ktMwdutitiiB&ct 
that  any  gantleaMn  haa  dona  ifc— t  cananiwatfanme 
Ifatt  I  b«i«  not  dene  h,)  yet  I  Tarj  mnch  dooht  wbe- 
thei  the  pnctine  iamnanted  bf  the  tnia  iWMIiiiiiiiiii 
and  ^iat  aTUM  Conaiitniion.    AfftiD,  lir,  if  the  Con- 


aaoe  in  aneh  offloe,  tbtj  wonld  liaie  enkplojred  tlie  ne- 
c—M gy  tad  upr^naiR  hnawfe  fbr  the  wfciadon 
«f  that  iotentuin,  ai  t^  tmtmaij  iwn  oapabte  of 


U  an^  had  bean  their  inteatian,  the  CoMantian 
maU  l>an  ennkiyed  the  aaaa  langoaga  whleh  thny 
ham  need  in  tba  aaeond  aaetian«r  the  Atat  eitiale, 
-wbaia  ibef  bare  daariy  eapcaaaed  inch  inlantapn, 
when  they  any,  ••  Na  penen  ahaU  be  a  Smrttait^w* 
who  dMU  not  bale  attained  wlbaaffe  ef  (WMi^-lre 
yoaiB,  bean  aeven  yeata  a  dtiaan  of  the  Unitad  Staler 
•■d  ao  inhabiUnt  of  that  State  in  which  he  AaU  be 
alaetad."  eoia  tbehateaetjanaf  theaieendaittato, 
-  Mn  Baantor  orBafiMaaBtaliv^  o(  peMon  bohU^  aay 
K  ei  peefit  nndev  the  United  StalM^  dMU 
"  Beta  the  0<»*anliaai  haa  net  aaly 
-  ---''iag  M  MOee^dte  the  UMled 
tn  dmor,  hnt  thet  he  ateU  not 
beacaadidate:  he  lAaii  futit  ^paiittd  a»  tb^tr. 

I  bnm  only  u  add,  air,  that  if  a  eoMnoy  dectrine 
pn*aila,  it  wail  hem  the  tfeot,  in  n  ' 
difcelinf  Ibn  eiatre  aod  thntaiting 
paof4e.  It  will  have  An  aAet,  in  a 
finutini  thn  nnnber  of  pssBse  OIU  of  whoM  the  peofto 
wiUbeMadttadtOMleatlhAcendniMfcr  a  aiem- 
h«  o[  CMgreeb  I  can  anme  yon,  tit,  t^  I  iknld 
not  have  panniitad  my  name  to  be  need  aa  a  eai^ 
dale,  if  1  hed  not  naat  aonncieatioaily  beliaxad  that  I 
had  the  richt,  kwAtUy  and  eyah^y,  to  holdthe  oSke 

ttfeaai*)  nntii  I  toofeiheoMh  aa  a  inembM  of  thia 
Homo.  For.  kj  taking  n  aaat  in  thii  Hoone,  I  haM- 
not  only  ueigned  iba  aOae  of  Atrnwy  of  the  United 
Stataa  an  the  SWh  Neiwnbnr,  (i*Mh  I  did  cbeeiMI] 
attbalinw.)  bnt  ihaU  abe  arito a  wMulfMUa  Iw 
by  na^eotiag  the  practice  of  vkj  pioftauon  aa  a  law* 
J«i.whiahhaehantpSHBb«e«pnitftaMa.    ■OtthtM 


oflka  of  elterney,  long  beJbte  I  bi 
berof  Congreoii 

1  have  the  honor  lo  ba,  Ac, 

SAHIJEL  HBBRICK. 
Wuniaeion,  Die.  88,  1817. 

Antwer  of  Mr.  Shlmet,  iUed  in  betvdf  of  Mr. 
Hemck. 

Mr.  HenM±  i>  duly  elected  a  RepfMenUtite  in  the 
Congnoi  of  tike  United  Statea  from  tba  State  ef  Oliio. 
At  the  time  of  hii  electton,  and  ualil  after  the  4(h  of 
Hereh  laet,  h«  faelU  Die  office  of  the  U.  8.  Attorney  fcr 
the  I>ialrict  of  Ohio ;  which  oSoe  he  leaigned  befim 
Ute  coauneoeenelit  of  Itii*  MMion  of  Coogreei. 

Upon  tiMM  Incte  lii*  light  to  a  aeat  ia  ooutaKied.  In 
the  eistb  aaction  of  tha  fint  wtide  of  tha  Conatitatioa 
of  the  United  Stalea,  it  ia  prided  that  "  no  BaoMoc 

~  donng  the  term  ftr  which  he 


t  BenteeentMiTe  ilulJ^dai 
nw  eteoMd,  be  ■ppoinlad  I 
Blhoiity  of  the  IJnilad  Bti 


•nycl 


anthoiity  of  the  tfnilad  Btatea,  which  ahall  have  ba«a 
eieated,  ot  the  etDoluaienta  whereof  abaU  lieTe  benD 
ineaeaiad,  during  each  time ;  and  m  penan  Italdins' 
any  effiea  under  the  United  State*  dull  be  a  OMinbai 
af  ailli«  Hottae  diuing  hie  cofltiamMee  hi  «ffiMk" 
Tba  irat  cianae  aiecta  the  office,  the  bat  the  naohet- 
•Up.  The  Int  pnhibito  the  ExeeptiTe  from  lekiag 
•w^  a  Bapnwentatiee  fronthepenpte,aalTeiynop> 
eriy  extend*  it  to  the  whole  panod  "lor  which  MM 
etected."  And  it  gauda  againat  the  tamplatioa  to 
ci«eta  office*  fiH  oar  own  UBolameot. 

Wed  the  prohibitioo,  in  the  other  cUoae  leliUiag  to 
menbeiahip,  been  intended  to  extend  (o  the  aame  pe- 
riod of  tioie,  it  would  twTe  been  ae  a:qieaMd;  Dw 
eenteaee  weoU  bnn  then  etoodt"  end  iwpaMen  hold- 
iaf  wy  oOm  andat  the  United  Stela*  daring  the 
time  At  wUoh  ba  wai  elMtad,  ehall  be  a  MMaber  «f 
eithei  HoQie."  The  changing  the  phraaeoUigy  In  the 
aaoM  pafBgTi«h«  wonld  not  haialeen  witlmit  deefgn ; 
_.  L !.  r.-  >  .^^  i^j  extend  to  tba  lime  toe  whkh 
eyen  in  wbieh  be  i*  n  menbeii,  hnt 


■rnim  me  pavfHo  ■■  wen  iwfaeeaawuie,  ene  nawa 

nt  Dm  dieQaaUfloatwB  ia  appaMot.  By  4ie  ieqand  yn- 
t^tnwhoflh^aeooad  aeeban  of  the  aame  artiele,  ao 
peiWB  ahall  bk  B*fte*«Btnti*e  who  A«tl  not,  whm 
aleclad,  ba  an  inhnbiMDt  of  the  StMU.  The  iahatit- 
ingianqoired  el  tbattmaef  biaaleetiaa.thatibafNO- 
pie  nay  know  hia  ability  and  U*  ponciple*,  and  he 
mwr  nndentand  their  inteieal*  and  incUnationa. 

The  Aral  aod  priaeipel  ioquiiy  than  ia,  wan  Wr. 

TT — :_..   ■_  .i_  _jjj^  inieniUd  lA  thit  clan**  ef  the 

laMbar  of  line  Houae  "  doeuig  hie 


Heiriak,  io  the  a 


It  wonld  hi  difficult  to  patceive  hew  e  pamon  can 
be  a  mambar  of  «lher  Houaa  unlil  ha  bM  net  wiitb 
tbe  other*,  Ukan  the  oath,  and  aobmiMed  to  ttie  Munl 
oKIWMMiioB.  Beleie  thi*  be  hM  no  fowti*  a*  a  nkea- 
h«r.  He  oen  do  no  act  in  that  oepedly.  He  ia,'(ahe 
ante,  •  Bepteaantatisa  or  neoibar  eleM,  but  be  ia  not 
a  mamber  of  the  Honee  nnlU  dint  Houaa  ahall  hmre 
judged  of  bti  «  eketion.  letaia,  end  qnaliflcation." 

^  peraoa  fannol  ba  a  mambar  until  he  aonepl*  the 
~rr^>0Uaeat.  Thi*  ie  not  dene  until  he  e|ipaaM  and 
exytewte  bia  wiUingnea*  to  aet,  or,  at  laaat,  dajma 
enne  piiTilnge  of  hi*  eleetiofl.    Many  nember*  do  not 
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HI8T0KT  OF  OOHGEBSS. 


a.orR. 


Okioi  CaMetUd  Eieetun. 


B  ScDits  tamj 


Bin,  uma  mt  Iha  Bwt 
«f  Gn«ii>Biaiit  A  notice  tbu  tbtf  an  diOMn  Jmi 
not  Biaka  them  mombui,  noi  w  it  eridenc*  ^  lh«ir 
•CMptance.  M'hMt  thajr  sleet  to  •«(,  Ikej  ngniij 
their  acceptance ;  when  tbej  are  qnalified,  1IM7  be- 
come meinben. 

The  word  "  member"  i>  uied,  IhrongboDt  the  Con- 
ttitation,  to  lignL^  «  conMitnent  branch  of  an  organ- 
iud  HoDM.  Thna  the  Hooao  of  Repreaei ' 
t»  be  compoaed  of  mimben,  tec.  Tbe  Se 
conTict,  on  impeacbment,  with  the 
two-lhirda  of  the  membera  prewnt.  Each  Home 
•hall  be  the  jadge  of  the  ejection,  &c^  of  iti  own  mem< 
iMtt,  may  pnniah  iti  memben  fai  diaordorlj  behs- 
TioQi,  and,  with  the  eancDirenceaf  two-thiida,  expel  a 
mHnber.  At  Ihedaiireof  one-fiAh,the  yeaa  andoaji 
(tfthe  mamben  an  to  be  entered  on  the  jouniali,  and 
theio  ii  no  inatanca  in  wfaidi  tliej  are  qioken  of  *■ 
memben,  except  aa  conatitntiiig  a  Hogaa,  nnlaaa  the 
power  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  memban  ia 
•nexeeption.  If  thii  powerextendato  compriliogthe 
attendance  oF  those  who  haf^  nerei  taken  thair  aaaU, 


it  w 


n  that  ii 


deaiaibaa  panoni  aa  memben  b«lare  they  are  qtuli* 
ied.  But  it  ia  St  leeit  doabtfbl,  whether  a  minoti^ 
of  the  House  can  ezerdie  fbrdUe  masna  to  bring  in 
■  man  who  has  never  taken  the  oath,  nor  aubmittad  to 
Uia  rales.  It  ia  not  readilj  pereeiTed  what  officer 
oovld  be  employed  to  execute  a  eopMW  upon  •  mem- 
ber elect,  in  a  remote  part  of  the  camiti7,  who  bad 
Barer  snbmitted  to  the  authority  of  the  House,  nor 
■ignifled  faia  accqitance  of  his  place. 

If  tbo  espmBoo  ia  intended  to  extend  to  those  only 
who  absent  themselTee  after  they  are  qualified,  it  is 
not  an  exception.  Bnl,  at  meet,  it  is  not  an  excep- 
tion. It  tpeaks  of  the  Houee  compelling  the  attend- 
ance of  abeent  members,  or  memben  elect.  The  word 
abttat  qnalifies  the  mesning.  Besides,  It  only  ptoTe* 
that  the  Kepresentatites  are  called  msmben  after  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  which  might  be  safely 


When  they  are  spoken  of  in  the  Conetitnlian  in  re- 
btien  to  other  times  than  while  in  session,  they  are 
inTcriablT  called  Senaton  and  SepreeentatiTcs,  and 
■ut  manben.  llios  no  person  shall  be  a  Repeienta- 
tire  who  abalt  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty- 
fl*e  yews,  end,  when  riected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  ^la 
StaM  i  so  of  a  Senator.  The  liaee,  Ac.,  ef  holding 
tba  elaotiaae  of  Senators  and  Reprssaatatirea  ahaU  be 
preeotibed  by  the  Legialaturas  of  the  mstas.  Senatms 
'  and  Se^rtesentatiTes  shall  reeeire  a  compensation,  and 
ba  piivUegod  from  arrest  These  privilege*  embrace 
the  time  in  which  they  are  membns,  and  more ;  in- 
dnding  their  grang  uid  returning.  No  Senator  or 
BepasentatiTe  shall,  daring  the  time  tat  which  he  is 
■lactsd,  ba  appMnted  to  any  dTil-offlee,  dte. ;  and  then 
cornea  tbe  dmuae  under  oonaiderttton,  that  no  penou 
holding  an  office  shall  be  a  member. 

This  being  tho  solitarr  instance,  amons  ao  many,  in 
which  tbe  word  is  extended  be;fond  the  session,  there 
dwuld  be  smne  good  reason  for  this  diKrence  of  its 
maaiking.  Now,  what  la  the  reason  1  Does  the  office 
hifliMDce  the  electton  ^  The  objection  comes  too  late. 
It  Moma  to  be  agreed  that  a  person  may  hold  bis  office 
at  leaat  to  the  time  of  hi*  eleetioD. 

Dee*  it  inSDeDce  the  conduct  of  the  member  t  Tie 
office  ceaae*  bebre  he  begun  to  act  Thers  are  very 
good  reasons  why  a  p«r«>a  shall  not  be  a  member 
auting  hie  continuance  in  ^Ice.  Hia  dntias  as  a 
Befnaentative  ate  not  to  be  interrupted  by  the  dntles 


of  bis  oSec,  Doi  his  netivea  parratted  by  EsecWifB 
'luenca.  If,  bafbra  he  ia  called  to  act  m  a  R^m. 
itative,  be  ia  diaencumliawd  of  the  office,  the  fvt- 
IT  reaaon  ceaseej  and  why  does  not  dw  laUerT 
n  it  be  pretended  that,  because  ha  has  had  an 
office,  tbe  iniSaenea  cooiina**  lAer  the  office  eeaaea  ! 
I*  a  Bepresentatire  purified  if  he  tengns  an  aOee  on 
the  third,  and  polluted  if  he  holda  it  te  the  fautth  of 
Harcht  A  doctrine  like  tliieleada  to  tiieiMStpab*- 
U*  •fasoiditie*.  TheelaetioninNew  YoikistwetdT 
noBths  batee  Ac  uanal  aaesioa  in  which  the  Bm*. 
sealalivaa  ara  la  sen* ;  that  In  TenneeMe,  about  taw 
meolh*.  Suppoaa  a  gentleman  in  each  Stale  to  bs 
appmatad  to  an  office  «f  Ih*  same  Un^  on  dia  sauM 
day.  Th^  both  hold  their  officee  up  to  the  day  ia 
which  the  electioD  takes  place  in  T«nnn*son.  raMgn 
on  the  Mme  day,  are  chosen  to  Coogreaa,  and  take 
their  sseti  Yel,  because  the  gentleman  fiom  New 
Tnfc  held  his  office,  aftar  the  4^  of  March,  and  eJler 
his  election,  and  the  gentleman  irom  Tannesaae  haU 
his  to  the  same  time  and  np  to  his  election,  the  latter 
la  qualified,  and  the  fiRinar  disqnalifiad.  Here  are 
two  ganUaman,  who  hold  their  offices  and  lake  tlaeii 
■eat*  conlamporaueoualy,  and  one  i*  fJmiii— 1  and  the 
other  rejected,  and  tbe  reaaon  ia,  that  the  one  -would 
be  under  Exeontiie  influence,  and  the  other  would 
noL  It  is  a  poor  compUnMnt,  indeed,  to  thoae  venw- 
able  sages  who  fraiaed  the  Cmstitalien,  to  anj^oss 

Censtitutiim  wa>  framed 
an  ofiinion  bad  long  prarailed  that  Executive  and 
jodieisl  offitar*  ought  not  lo  partake  in  legiriation. 
It  wss  deemed  sipedient  tliat  the  three  dapartments 
of  GoTeroroent  eboold  be  kept  distinct,  leet  membsra 
of  a  LegialatDie,  holding  offices  under  the  Eiecntrn, 

might  be  too  noch  indined  to  yield  ti 

~      '      'oold  have 


past,  or  hope*  of  fntoce  mvott  would  luie  a  member 
ftem  hisdaiT.  Had  Ae  iramen  of  the  Censtiialien 
apjs«haided  any  danger  fivm  thiaaonrce,  they  would 
haie  defined  and  eqaaliied  the  time  that  an  office 
must  be  executed,  before  the  iocumbent  could  act  m 
a  legislator.  And  they  would  haTS  eqiacially  ex* 
tended  their  prriiibitim  to  a  period  after  the  legi^- 
lor's  power  had  expired.  Men  are  less  inclined  to  be 
influenced  by  gratitode  for  past,  than  hops*  ibrfbtare 
banefll*.  Selbhneis  indocas  tbe  belid'that  when 
the  oflke  ia  exaontad,  the  aceoont  is  babneed.  Bnt 
the  hopes  of  fhture  smile*  adbrd  a  much  •tmnger  in- 
ducement to  a  member  to  Ibtget  his  oonatilvaat*,  aad 
ehng  to  the  ExacntiTe. 

Bnt  it  is  iwisted  that  Congress  is  a  parpatoal  body, 
one  Hoiiss  expires  anMhar  springa 


The  Constitution  ka*  pivrided  that 
tbe  House  ihall  be  cwnpoaed  ef  tnenbtr*  choaea 
erery  seoond  year,  but  has  not  defined  et  what  tiMie 
their  period  diall  commuee.  It  is  the  law  that  ha* 
established  the  4th  of  March  as  the  cammMtcement 
of  the  two  yean  within  which  a  Congress  shall  meat 
and  act.  The  lime  of  election,  however,  is  etiU  Isft 
with  the  Statea.  In  Virginia,  North  Carelina,  e^ 
Tennesaee,  the  Bepreacntatiiea  are  ebosea  after  the 
4th  of  March-  If  memb«diip  oommenaaa  at  this 
time,  the  Beprsasntativea  at  these  Slate*  mwt  ba  es- 
oepted,  or  be  manbets  before  they  ara  ohoaen.  And 
should  the  ether  State*  pos^mDe  their  alectiona  until 
alter  the  4th  of  March,  which  fiiey  have  a  right  to  do. 
lUa  doctrine  of  a  perpetual  Congiea*  would  ba  sab- 
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date  ofEHat  Eark. 


H.  orR. 


mrt*d,  ind  itill  the  Coiwtitiitian  and  tlu  libartis*  of 
the  pMwla  would  ba  Hh. 

Bat  it  ii  nid  thtt  baeauia,  bj  the  Caniti'tntioii  and 
Um,  BopnMDUtivM  an  «ntitl«d  to  priTilsses  before 
and  aA«r  Ibeir  aanioni,  thii  impliea  that  Uxj  muit 
be  memben  wbil*  thaaa  piiTilegei  exist.  ThU  argu- 
nsDt  yiortm  too  nach — Cong  ten  migbt  be  lamiuoiied 
to  meet  on  dia  4th  of  March.  Thn  mut  Mt  ont  for 
tha  Saal  of  GoTeminent,  and  wonid  be  eTMspt  from 
•neat  b«iwe  the  fHmer  Cottgnaa  enorea.  But  thej- 
oannot  b«  mainbera  ithile  anotfaar  CoBgreM  exiiti. 
They  may,  and  ganenlljr  do,  hold  then  laat  aiBrion 
until  dwilh  of  Hu^  when  tbiir  term  azpiraa.  TImt 
■ra^  howaWf  exeapt  from  anaeta  during  UuaiMtcin. 
but  ihaj  iM  iwi  menben  during  that 
tralk  ii,lhat  while  going  to  beocone'iai 
letnming  after  thej  ^*e  ceaaed  to  be  momben,  thn 
are  entillad  to  thia  prinlege.  The  mu«  iMwn  will 
apply  when  iMaking  of  theiT  right  of  franking  let- 
ters, or  an;  pnrilegea  granted  b;  law. 

Bnt  it  ia  apprehended  that  a  Reprecentative  would 
reaign  hia  office  and  take  his  seat,  npon  a  bargain 
with  the  Ezecutite  that  he  ihonld  be  reappointed.  If 
this  abjeelion  daserres  a  sarioos  anawer,  it  may  be 
obaerred  that  thia  cisnae  in  the  ConstitnUon,  in  its 
utmost  extent,  is  no  curs  fbi  the  evil.  Befbre  the 
election,  or  after  and  befbre  the  4th  of  Mardi,  the 
resignatioD  would  always  be  made  nnder  a  promise  <k 
reappoinlment.  Were  we  disposed  to  indtuga  in  sas- 
piaoo,  we  ihooU  haie  mvtb  nMie  naiMi  to  fear  a 
contract  fOT  ■  nmr  qipaintnrant 


Bnt  the  Conslltatian  has  novidsd  against  neithsr. 

,^    Milposnbla,  woafl  be  amnder  npon  any 

Exeonlrre,  and  batr^  a  jealonsj  totally  nnworthjr  a 


To  anppoteil 


free  and  eniightened  pao^ 

The  State  Ganstituoons  afiord  a  very  good  commen- 
tary Djion  the  danae  nnder  connderalion.  The  in- 
compatibility is  generally  confined  to  the  power  of 
acting.  In  few  instance*  it  extends  to  eligibility,  bat 
in  none  to  the  predae  time  for  which  the  person  is 


By  the  constitation  of  Huaachnsetts,  formed  in 
1780,  execntiTs  and  legislatiTe  powers  cannot  be  «x- 
■rciaed  by  the  same  parson. 

By  that  of  Virginia,  formed  in  1776,  the  exercise 
of  ue  powers  of  the  diSerent  departments  of  tiia 
ODTBminatit  at  the  same  time  is  pMhibited. 

By  tliat  of  IMawaie,  of  the  sane  year,  osrtain 
riBcen  •!•  BMde  ineBgibU  la  either  Boiue,  snd  m«n- 
bars  acaaptint  of  oflca*  Taoeta  Iheii  awts. 

By  tliM  of  Naw  JaoNv,  of  the  sMne  year,  no  petaon 
holduig  an  offiee  of  pMflt,  Ac,  akall  be  antitlsd  to  a 
seat  ittlha  QsaaralAawMblr  i  but,  on  his  b«ng  alaG^ 
ed,  and  tdung  bis  aaat,  lus  office  shall  bs  racatad. 
There  ata  Jnstanoaa  which  happened  dnting  the  Re«- 
olutioo,  at  •  time  whan  the  corrapti^ns  of  Pariiaoient 
WBie  deprecated  and  magnified. 

BeTBial  ot  the  State  conatilntions,  adopted  since 
that  of  the  United  States,  have  c<^ied  tne  wads  «F 
that  instrument  in  this  paiticolar. 

By  that  of  Georgia,  howerer,  the  penon  holding  an 
office  shall  not  be  allowed  to  take  hia  seat 

By  that  ot  Tenneaee,  no  person  of  the  abore  de- 
scnmion  shall  hsTo  a  seat. 

By  that  of  Uisrissippi,  laid  on  die  table  during  this 
SMsKm,  Ibe  pTohibitiou  eommaneae  with  the  iiet  aas. 
'  n  after  tha  etaAioa.  WLihawdi  axnsaaionBaf  the 
*tha  peoije  bafoca 


to  pirikibit  meialy  the  exerdae  of  tha  pow- 
I  di&rent  departments  of  the  Qovenunant 
by  the  aame  parson  at  the  aame  time. 

Were  Out  eonstraetioa  a  no*al  one,  and  nsiatad  by 
the  nnifonn  practice  of  this  Hanae,  the  prapristy  of 
urging  this  doctrine  might  be  reasonably  donltud. 
Had  Uie  indnlgence  of  the  pnctioe  prored  daogarons 
to  the  independence  of  the  Honse,  or  the  liheitiM  of 
the  people,  it  would  ba  our  dnty  to  corrrct  it.  But 
STor  since  the  first  oigantsatiDn  of  the  Oorinimant, 
repeated  instances  of  the  kind  hare  occnirad,  aad 
thoae  eran  stronger  than  that  of  the  neubat  <4tiaaled 
to.  Mr.  Tracy,  ot  Connaetient,  while  a  Senator  of 
Gongiaaa,  was  appointed  by  tha  Preddent  to  tha  pn- 
fbnnanea  of  aame  olfice  relating  to  the  Indians,  the 
dstiea  of  which  enooached  npcu  the  aesdon  of  Coo- 
graaa,  bnt  ba  finished  tha  dntiea,  took,  snd  retained 
hie  seat. 

Mr.  DawaoD,  a  member  finm  Yirginia,  batwasn  the 
first  and  aacond  aaasion  of  the  Congre«  for  whidi  he 
was  elected,  waa  anpaintad  as  a  naaaenger  to  Franca. 
Ha  poribitned  the  dotiaa  of  his  appointment,  retnmed. 
and  resnined  and  retained  hia  aeat. 

Mr.  Tumn,  of  Masnchnsetta,  claimed  the  seat  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Baylies.  The  Hoiue  decided  in  his 
&Tor.  He  resigned  ths  office  of  postmtater,  and  im- 
mediatdy  took  hi*  seat. 

Mr.  Worthington  and  Mr.  Mottow,  Senatar*  in 
Con^reaa  from  Ohio,  were,  in  ISIS,  appMnted  by  the 
President  to  mske  a  trea^withaeitainlndianaiQ  that 
State.  They  attended  to  the  dntiea  aiaigned,  after  the 
4th  of  Mardi,  and  returned,  took,  and  retained  their 

In  nsariy  every  Congress  since  the  eonuneneemeut 
of  the  GoTemment,  postmasters  have  been  returned 
as  members,  and  inch  membcas  have  almoat  nnifbrmly 
hdd  their  oSoss  after  the  4th  of  March  succeeding 
their  dactinu.  Since  tha  year  1800,  aif^  amnig  "di. 
ar«,  the  following  cases :  Benjamin  Tallmad^I 

"       "     ■       '  "■  -        "■   ■        8an_ 

Whan 


doubt  should  wdgh  in  his  &TDr.  Unwa*  the  eon- 
stmctiiHi  of  the  Conitilntion  is  plainly  against  him, 
ha  abonid  retain  his  seaL  Bnt  when  the  letter  and 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  its  rational  and 
practical  oouatruetion,  are  &*orabte,  there  aeens  no 
plannble  reaaon  why  a  aand>ar  ahould  be  diaturbed. 
J.  HOLMES. 

CASE  Of  EUA8  EARLE. 

Mr.  Taylor^  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
miitee  of  Bleeliona,  made  a  apecial  report  on  the 
case  of  Klias  Eablb,  who  held  the  otSca  of  a  dep- 
uty postmaster  subsequent  lo  the  fourth  day  ef 
Much  last,  declariDg  him  eDti(l«d  to  t  seal  in 
this  House;  irhich  was  read,  and  referred  to  Ibe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  case  of  Samael 
Herrick.    The  report  ia  as  follonrs: 

"  The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  which  wss  referred 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  lOth  of  December, 
I8I7,  and  a  massage  of  the  ^raidant  of  the  United 
Sutes,  of  the  S9th  of  the  same  month,  rspoit,  in 
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1817,  the  a»«anar  axmemtA  ■  oMtiBflito  of  hk  aIm- 
tlon,  wbich  Mr.  Bute  MalM  to  have  beem  iMured  by 
Idin  in  A[^  or  Hqr  IbllMring.  Cte  the  lOlh  of  fiap- 
teaber,  1810,  he  ediiMiei  to  tho  FiMUBMter  Ouwrtj, 
ktoboMceplsd 


the  ^ipotnimeot  of  a  Mr.  Tillinghaat,  who  wai  a.eeati- 
ingt;  qtpointed  ;  tat  iMTJog  omittod  ' 
brad  reqnimd  bj  law,  he  waa  navei 
Ti>»  offioe  coMitmed  to  be  axaootad  in  tb* 
Ht.  Bade,  and  he  ■uperintendad  Ae  BHae  ontiJ  the 
lU)  of  June,  ISIT,  kIim  ^oonnBuon  with  it  ceaeed, 
aaiiige  ab«?e 


aaamMaia  bj  tl 
"WanibisiB 


a  inbjeJK  hweto  a  letter  from  the  Poataaater 
unnanl,  taattod  (A,)  and  copiai  of  two  lettaia  of  Mr. 
BaHe,  nMfked  (BJ  and  (C,)  which  are  deaigBed  ' 
be  oonaideted  aa  part  of  ^  r^nt,  and  re^pooda 
rabmit  the  following  iiaolatioo : 

•'JUtohed,  That  BUM  Baria  if  Mtitled  t«  a  eaat 
lUeBotMe." 

(A.) 
OmmAX  Po«r  Onifi,  Dtt.  80, 1917. 

Eliaa  Bade,  Eb4.>  being  poatmaatei  at  Cantreiille, 
Sontb  Gamlina,  &f(einber  10,  181B,  aant  a  naigita- 
tkui,  and  ncommended  Dani^  H.  Tiltin^aat  to  In 
hla  iDcceeaor.  An  appointment  ww  aaut  to  Mi.  Ti]. 
i.-.v...  who  never  eieostad  the  bond.  Ob  the  12tb 
of  JuBej  1817,  bj  letter,  Xr.  Earle  reaommendad  Jolui 
Moitiaa,  jr.,  la  be  appointed  poetnwatar.  The  aj^int- 
menl  waa  aeol  to  Mr.  Moniaa,  wba  alao  declined.  Dur- 
ing the  abovepehod,lib.  £arie  aapaiin  tended  the  direc- 
tion of  the  omee,  though  be  conndaTe  hii  reaignatuiD 
to  relate  back  to  1816. 

R.  J.  HEI08,  Jn. 

CnrTMnus,  Apt  10, 18M. 

Sm :  Ton  will  be  ao  good  ai  to  receiVB  and  accept 
ef  tfiia  ae  my  Teaignatioa  as  poatmarter  at  tt>  f  laee, 
•nd  I  ako  take  the  Ubeitj  of  recammendiBg  Iteiiel 
E.  TilhngAaat  aa  poattnartar,  in  m;  place.  In  anawer 
to  7««iinqiiiiiga  when  I  waa  bom,  I  can  onlj  wtj,  in 
Tiriinia.     Tont  obedient  aerrant, 

BLIAB  CABLE. 

To  dte  PoiTXijTin  Ounku. 
(C.) 
Cwmnniu,  Jmmt  13, 1«17. 

B^;  Xneloaed  ii  a  reoeipt  paid  Alexander  Waddle 
lor  the  unonnt  of  fbr^  doUara,  retained  bj  jonr  order, 
whidi  amooDlt  Mvpwamb  af  Mmd^  ■ore  than  ia  dqa 
7e«i  ^  the  latotne  forwvded  to  ;on  laat  mail  fiom 
tfaia  mot,  wbieh  1  naad  at  ja»r  raqaaat,  and  which 
eaa  be  aattkd  tot.  Thia  oSce  ia  fbr  MT«nl  montlu 
wilbent  a  poatoaaatat,  allhoo^  I  wrote  to  ^ou  laat 
aaptambar,  and  latalj  afain.  I  hope  yon  will  nane 
lb.  M»  MoRiam  jr.,  aa  it  ia  impoadble  I  can  keep 
tta  charge  of  it,  aa  I  am  almoat  eonatantlj  from  home. 
It  baa  hiuetto  been  ttdarablj  w«U  attended  Ia. 
Tom  obedient  aerrant, 

BLIAa  BAKLB. 

To  die  PoinrAtxBB  Givxbil. 

JUDICIAL  REC0BD8,  iec. 

Tba  House  then  rwolred  itaelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whale,  •■  the  bill  to  pceaeriba  the  ef- 
feet  of  certain  Tcnmfe  and  jndkuJ  pfoeeediogt. 

The  qneetioB  being  en  u  eneodawot  prapwed 
hf  Mr.  Baldwin  to  the  biU,  m  a  aBbMitute  for 
the  in(  MCttM— 


ifcib,  on  Cootiilatjonal  gnatidi, 
as  well  as  on  ibe  grouod  of  expedieDcy.  If  (he 
principle  of  Ihe  bill  was  correct,  he  said,  (tecUtiiig 
as  it  did,  thai  jadgmetiM  rendered  ia  one  Stale 
should  be  of  equal  efiect  io  any  otber  State,  the 
provisioDB  of  (he  bill  ousbl  to  have  gooe  farther, 
nud  declared  every  act  of  the  Legislauue  of  aoy 
Slate  to  be  of  equal  fotce  iuaayo(berSute;[aiaie 
two  deolaraiiona  would  liare  been  in  principle 
the  laiae.  The  Cooatituiioo  had  girea  to  Cn- 
«RK  the  poeetf  to  daclare  what  abooU  make  ■ 
record  autbcAiie,  bat  not  to  pnaaeribe  iu  cSeei 
in  any  other  Slate ;  and  any  other  eonatmciiaa 
tbaa  thia,  Mr.  ft.  eonaidcrad  aa  Modiag  t«  ihc<» 
tabliihaeat  of  a  eoBaolidated  OoTeroiaaiit.  la 
regard  Id  ihe  eipedjency  of  ibe  bill,  Mr.  R.  said 
he  riewed  every  aiiempt  to  ehaoge  (he  coiniaoB 
lav  as  iaiurioDa;  aod  be  was  tberefore  opposed 
to  Ihia  bill.  Leave  ibe  qaeaitOD  lo  the  decisios 
of  common  law,  aod  fewer  erils  would  resoh 
from  it,  he  said,  than  from  any  legiilatire  proTisioo. 
In  the  course  of  a  ^ech  oi  htilf  *o  bout,  Mr.  S. 
eofocced  tbeae  general  views  by  a  variety  of  iUu*- 
UBljooa  and  references  lo  the  pracLices  prevail- 
iog  in  the  diSereU  Siaiea,  Ae.  With  respect  u 
(he  arguaiaai  of  ita  axtending  commeroial  credit, 
oa  which  Mr.  Aran  (It  ibe  other  da;  juatifad 
the  bill,  U(.  tL  did  Mt  aUov  it  Ihe  &Me  dwMd 
far  i( ;  for,  be  aaU.  be  wooU  not  agree  to  paa 
the  bill  to  eaatfle  the  New  Yorh  neishaa^  whca 
there  from  Kentuehf,  lo 
spriug  ibe  trap  upon  him,  oompcl  him  lo  noiifciii 
jadgmeat,  oc  go  Is  priaoa  fbr  want  af  bail,  and 
that  jadgvieBi  to  hive  the  aame  efi^  giren  lo  it 
in  Kentucky  as  it  weald  have  bad  in  New  Tork. 

Mr.PomtiEZTaBapokeioiheameodmeBt;  whieb 
he  considered  radically  defective  io  ginag  the 
same  force  Eo  jadgmenis  in  other  States  as  they 
would  hare  had  in  the  State  in  which  they  wetc 
given.  He  look  a  legal  ?iew  of  the  qucftmo,  as 
cooaected  wiiji  the  practice  in  the  eourta  of  the 
BBveral  Biaies,  (he  vaciance  of  which  he  showed 
would  make  the  pr»visio««  of  the  ameadmeiu 
uMfaal  in  their  oparalion. 

Mr.  Stiomb,  in  the  coonp  of  a  ttw  «ka«r- 
vatioDs  bt  Bade  oa  dke  ^uastioot  aaid  he  did 
■•I  knnw  whether  anf  ameninent  M  the  bill 
would  make  si  palatable  tohin ;  trot  b« canain^ 
thonght  the  amendoieot  maab  prafaraMe  to  ihi« 
bill,  raaenMch  aa  the  amendment  gave  wjudg* 
— entsia  one  SiateneoaelaiiveefiMiiB  another. 

ily  in  eaaes  where  it  appeared  on  the  record 
there  had  been  a  (rial. 

Mi.  Baldwih  spoke  in  snppori  of  hit  amend- 
aeet;  which,  he  said,  weal  lo  vary  the  bill  in 
,11  iia  essential  fea[ures,as  he  Ehowed  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks.  He  drew  a  comparison  between 
the  bill  and  bis  amendment,  shewing  why  be 
preferied  the  lader. 

Mr.  Spbhcbr  replied  to  those  who  badsuppotted 

«  Bfliu4n«Bt,  and  vmdicaied  the  ociginal  bill 
by  a  iariea  of  arguMeoiatlmwD  Itom  the  pievail- 
lagpiaetioeudthepriBciplesoflnv.  Heavoided 
tplyng  U  the  CoDaUtUMul  otQcation  Mr.  Roae 

ad  adreaoed,  aa  wt  ban^  on  thia  ineidcotal 
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J^m/ta/r.lBia. 


Ha  kimwd, 
kowenr,  oa  liie  tScet  the  bill  wMld  hare  in  hb- 
ttinioft  CMomcTBikl  eonfidenee,  aMl  in  •trcngtli' 
eninK  >tie  ti<*  which  bind  ihe  Sutn  ta^thrr  bjr 
nakiDg  iheiv  Bo-openiiDU  aoic  baroKimotH.  la 
coauluBion,  lie  inbnittcd  to9eiidtncD(r<pntiDc 
Mr.  WiLLiUii'B  rsHMk)  wtethtr  Iher  wsnia 
not  giT*  M  the  iMoids  at  tke  eawti  of  tlw  ra- 
rae«uv«  StaiM  tbe  Mate  tBeet  wbieh  wu  now 
•IIowmI  lo  ibt  leoonia  of  any  ftxtj  aonrt  in  the 
West  ladies. 

Tba  qMstioii  was  ihaa  lafaen  oa  Mr.  &u.innN'8 
matioa  u  »toeai  liie  bill,  aad  n^atired. 

Other  amefidiBents  were  propwed  to  tbe  bill, 
aODM  «f  utieh  wars  agreed  to,  and  otbcra  rejaeled; 
in  the  propMiiiaa  and  diaeiiMian  of  which  Measia. 
SroaBB,  Obb,  Taaar,  Bikbm,  R««b,  Pino&li., 
Sthova,  Foaarnr,  Spbhoib,  and  Litskmou, 
bore  {Wr(.    la  lbs  cootse  of  tbe  debate, 

Hf.  HoPmiaoit  gave  at  Wtft,  bnt  with  jm- 
eiafOD,  his  views  of  the  CooatUotiaBil  cbjectioa 
•■  tagg«at«l  by  Mr.  Ro«a.  He  wuof  DpiaiaD  that 
Cougreu  w«re  antirely  at  liberty  to  an  on  tbe 
■abject,  and  that  it  was  aipedieat  to  do  ao,  oa 
aec«iMt  of  ihfr  variety  of  eoatiraetioDB  new  given 
to  ihc  law  o*  the  sabjeol.  Be  mw  no  objaetioa 
to  tbe  bill,  on  Ihc  graand  Mue  had  taken,  that 
it  wantd  flv.  tb«  partiee  to  a  won*  Htsailsik  ihm 
tbey  WBK  n  befon;  oo  tba  ewtiaiy,  tbe  hiU 
wonlil  clear  np  BOiib  anUgukr,  aad,  ao  br  a»  it 
had  e&ct,  woald  b»  laora  bvorabte  to  Ac  p>r*r 
aued  than  tho  preeaat  pwciiee.  Ui.  B.  mua  a 
perspisaoa*  nrgbBSnt  to  nauia  bii  l^al  view 
of  itM  qamtfin. 

When  ibe  GamBittee raee kfi  the d»,a  BOtiM 
br  Mr.  FoBSTTH  was*«n4er  eooMeiatiw  to 
■iriko  oat  tbe  aecond  •ectioa  of  the  bill. 

The  CoBBitttea  obtatnod  laara  lo  Ht  BfWD. 


Tdmmt,  Jaanaty  & 
Mr.  Ma«oii,  of  MawaehoMtti,  prvseatad  a  p*- 
tilim  ofsMMlry  mamifaetiircra  oi  paper,  prayiaf 
Aat  m  iavf  of  two  dolhRi  per  ream  may  be  iat- 
posed  an  all  paper  ivparted  into  the  United 
Btateit. — R«fene^  to  the  CaBnittee  of  Wnya  aad 


Mr.  Hakbmqh  preaeatad  a  petMea  of  Hirtha 
Perry,  wMow,  daiighter  of  Ihc  late  OaplaJB  Joeli- 
tta  H«ddy,  of  New  Jaraey,  who,  in  tba  Baiwitt- 
tioaary  war,  was  eraelly  and  laaMoiily  pat  to 
death,  hy  a  band  of  Torim;  prayiof  ior  a  pea- 
•ion<— Refened  to  the  Commtltaa  on  RuiioDi 
and  Revolutionary  Claim. 

Mr.  HaasBBT  pneeaud  a  petidoa  of  tiia  Co- 
IniBbian  Inuitate,  for  the  promation  of  arte  nod 
aeieocea,  eataUithed  at  tbe  Ciiy  of  WashiDgtoa, 
prayiog  for  ao  act  of  Ineorporat ion.— Referred  to 
tbe  CoiBBitue  for  tbe  Uiurkt  of  Calixabia. 

Mr.  STnoTBia  prceeaud  a  petition  of  Araiia- 
itad  T.  Maeoo,  eottieadag  the  elcetioB  aad  re- 
Mra  of  Charlec  P.  Mcroer,  ae  one  of  the  lacm- 
bare  of  thia  HooMy  for  the  Btaio  d*  Thi|rtala,  and 
ptaylag  le  bo  admitted  to  a  seat  ia  tho  Bawe,  in 
the  place  of  th«  mat  ChatlM  W.  Uavwr,— lUi^ 
ni  totho  ~ 


of  auadry  evi|«atB  to  the  Uaked  States  &«n 
Switaerlaod,  peayjag  thai  twelve  tawnshipe  of 
land,  lying  in  aoiae  one  of  the  Tertitonn  of  (he 
nailed  Stuet,  aaay  be  granted  to  tbeta  apan  tbe 
■ase  teraii  and  oonditioas  a*  were  granted,  at 
the  last  sesslM  of  Coarreta,  to  taadry  emigruti 
from  FriDce. — Referred  to  the  Conmitteeon  Ae 
Pabltc  Lsnda. 

The  Bpbaxbr  laid  before  ifae  Hotm  sandry  de- 
,  >sitiDai  and  documeota,  on  the  subject  of  tlie 
contetled  election  of  Charles  P.  Mercer,  a  meni' 
ber  of  ibis  House  from  the  State  of  Virginia; 
wbich  were  referred  to  the  Commitiee  of  Slec' 

Mr.  UcCoT,  fron  the  CotnaiiUce  of  Claitaa, 
to  wbmn  was  ntttre^  the  pelitioa  of  John  Bale, 
wltb  tbe  report  of  the  flceretary  af  the  Treason 
thereon,  and  the  bill  for  hie  lalia^  reported  tto 
said  bill  irfth  an  aaiondneat;  wbieh  was  read 
BBidamedtobytbeHoaeeiaad  thebill  waeoam^ 
Billed  to  a  Cottiaiuee  vt  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HaaBoa,  from  ifae  ComBiiiee  oa  PrHato 
Land  Clain^NiMrted  a  hill  eoaf  naioK  the  ohin 
of  William  Daniel,  or  hie  legal  rmresentiitim, 
tu  a  tract  of  land  ia  tbe  State  of  HJasisiippi ; 
which  was  raid  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mitieeoftbe  Whole. 


which  was  read  twice,  aod  conmitted 

mittee  of  tbe  Whole  last  appointed. 
Mr.  PAnaio,  from  tbe  cotaaiiuaaappointad  on 
I  laneh  of  tbe  Pfeeideai'e  Miiiap  aa  teiaiee  to 
10  Pohlio  BaiMiBfi  and  to  the  otaaiioa  of  aUi- 


a  biU  BaUnafaa- 
e  p^ilie  btriUiafi^ 


nMon  for  HfMtriaa>  tl 
IS  read  twice,  and  eomaitied  to*  Oob^ 
Binee  of  the  Whole, 

Tbe  bill  fiwn  the  Senate,  antiAad  "An  aei  ftr 
tbe  relief  of  Wittiaa  Bdwarde  aad  fcha  O. 
Btnbbs,"  wae  read  Ihe  seoood  time,  awl  e 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 
NATIOKAL  PLAB. 


toinqiMfeinte  tbe  axpedieaey  of  ahetjag  tbe  ta( 
«r  Ihe  Untied  0miea,  made  a  rMott,  arhieh  was 
read  ;  when  Mr.  W.  reported  a  Ml  to  ahcr  the 


Tbe  report  is  as  fotlova : 

~  Lt  th<7  have  aalnirij  eor 

to  Ihanb  and  ban  tdopled,  i 
report  of  the  eonmittee  to  whou  wm  rafnred  Iheoane 
lobject  it  tiu  lul  session  of  Congresa,  ■■  (bimiaK  a 
partoftbiaMpBL  The  eomailtae  no  M^  psnoad- 
ed  that  the  fbtm  selected  tor  the  Ameiican  flsg  wea 
truly  Bmblsmaticil  of  onr  origin  sod  eilstaaca  as  an 
'    '■  haring  met 


wodd  deeraase  its  eon^ieoity,  or  lend  lo  dajiiive  it 
ofiisfepreeeataiiTCeharaeler.  The  DoauniHea,  hew- 
efer,  bdbna  that  aa  iwreaae  ia  (be  aaaibas  ^  autae 
fat  tbe  C^aa  iinea  the  flag  was  eileNd  by  lav  anS- 
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dan^r  iaftntea  tlu  pnpriaQr  tf  mdi  •  dug*  in  (lu 
umiB«B«nt  of  Am  Bag  u  riMUbtitHeoid  wjth  tba 
TBiMBi  Au  bd  to  itt  original  •dopliaa,  tnd  MiffidMit- 
Ij  pomt  to  imporiaDt  paiioda  of  ottr  nalioiid  liialeiT. 

The  origind  fl^  of  ilia  United  Slata*  wm  oompoaBd 
of  tUrtaen  Mripaa  and  Iturtean  ibua,  and  wai  ad^ted 
bj  a  reaolnlion  of  tha  CoDtinsiital  Congnn  on  the 
I4th  of  Jitno,  1777.  On  tha  18th  of  Januai?,  17M, 
aftei  two  Daw  Statai  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union, 
tha  Natiaiial  Laginlanire  paMOd  an  act  titat  tha  atripa* 
and  itanahonld,  OD  a  day  Axed,  be  increaaed  to  flftaan 
each,  to  comport  with  the  tltea  unmbai  of  independent 
State*.  The  aceeaden  of  new  Statei  ibice  that  altar- 
ation,  and  the  certain  prtmpM  diat  at  no  diatant  pe- 
riod (he  nnmber  of  State*  will  be  conaiderabl;  multi- 
plied, rendei  it,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  Ikigh- 
fy  eipe^ent  to  increue  the  number  of  atripea,  aa  eiety 
flag  mnat,  in  aome  maaanre,  Im  limited  in  rta  aize,  from 
die  dccnmatanca  of  conTenienee  to  the  pUee  oo  whidi 

it  ia  to  be  diqidi      '        '  "      "  ' " 

•aril^  deereaae 

pntmnab^  leaa  di 

eoiwdeiation  haa  induced  many  to  ralaiiv  only  tha 

ganenl  fann  of  the  flag,  while  then  actually  exiati 

a  great  want  of  uniformity  in  its  aiJJBatment,  partion- 

larl;  when  need  on  amall  piiTate  Teaiel*. 

The  uationai  flag  being  in  general  oae  by  veaaeU  of 
almoit  every  deacription,  it  appeita  to  tlie  committee 
of  connderabia  importance  to  adopt  aome  atrangemant 
calculated  to  prerent  in  fhtnie  great  or  eipenaive  al> 
teratione.  Under  theia  ifflpiaanona,  tiiey  ate  lad  to 
betieve  no  alteratbn  coold  be  made  more  emblematical 
of  001  origin  and  prewnt  eiintence,  aa  compoeed  of . 
nnmbei  trf  independent  and  united  Slatei,  than  to 
reduce  the  itiipee  in  the  flag  to  the  original  nambar  of 
thirteen,  to  repreaent  the  number  of  Slate*  then  con- 
tending ibr  and  hqipily  achiering  tbtix  independence, 
and  to  incraaae  tli*  Kara  to  correapond  with  the  nnn- 
berof  Btatea  now  in  the  Unko,  and  heraafier  to  add 
one  atu  to  tha  flag  wluoerer  a  new  State  ahall  be  ftallj 


gtMa-ahBll  be  Binc'doUu*,  ud  tlw  kUowmnce  f« 
RETslliBf  to  nnd  from  the  eMi  of  CaagrMc,  ■!  ihc 
nte  of  nine  doUtn  for  every  twoity  miJee  of  the 
dietniice.] 


lke« 


IS  then 


Theae  tSght  aJterationa  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the 

committee^  meet  tha  general  afvrobation,  aa  well  of 

'    thoaewboBkay  harcragieUed  afonnerdepartare  fram 

the  oiigina]  8^^,  h  ot  inch  ai  are  aoUcitoiu  to  lee  in 

it  a  i^raaentatiaD  of  grery  State  in  (he  Union. 

The  oommittea  cannot  bdiera  that  in  retaining  oaly 
thirtewi  itiipea  it  neeeaaarily  fidlowa  they  ahonid  be 
diatinetly  coaaidwad  in  lafatanoa  to  caftain  indiTidual 
Slataa,  inamodi  aa  nea^  all  the  new  Statee  were  a 
umponent  nrt  e(  and  rapteaented  in,  the  original 
Stateai  andinaamuch,  alao,  aa  the  flag  i*  intended  to 
aignify  nnmbeis,  and  not  local  and  particular  aectiona 
of  the  Union ;  nor  can  the  committee  view  the  propoa- 
ed  ineooaiderable  additlan  to  be  made  on  the  admiaaion 
of  a  new  State  in  the  light  of  a  departure  from  that 
permanency  of  Ibrm  whidi  ought  to  characteriH  the 
nag  «f  the  natieo.    The  cfunmittee  reipectftilly  report 


On 


COMPENSATION  TO  MEMBERS,  dec. 

of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mtarachu3etl& 


,       -  -  '"s, 

the  several  orders  of  the  day  preceding  tbe  bill 
to  fix  tile  compensation  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^  were  post- 
poned, and  the  HouGe  resolved  itaelf  into  t,  Com- 
millee  of  the  Wiiote  on  (he  said  bill. 

[The  bill  provide*  thai  the  dailf  compeiuation 
^  the  members,  during  their  kttendauoe  en  Con- 


^  u  LUIS  anunini  of  daily  compeiuatioB. 

The  question  on  this  matiaa  wu  loudLy  cnUed 
for,  indiGMiav  «  diepoaition  to  uke  the  aente  ei 
tbe  House  without  debate. 

Mr.  DieBA  nid,  he  ahoald  sapport  the  motkon 
made  by  the  geatlenun  from  PeniiaylvnBia,  how- 
ever unfashionable  it  might  be,  which  was  to 
strike  out  the  word  nine  and  insert  six,  and,  he 
aospeeted,  sbonld  be  found  in  a  small  tainoritT; 
but  that  shonld  not  prevent  him  from  diachaig- 
ing  his  duty.  It  is  a  little  mortifytitg,  said  be,  to 
see  inch  extreme  anxiety  manifested  on  tlie  oees- 
■ioo.  Does  il  look,  dignified  in  this  body,  beeant 
they  are  immediately  intnested  in  this  rneasmt. 
to  ■•«  them  urge  it  fonratd  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  business,  that  is  entitled  to  precedenet 
itadec  the  rules  of  the  Housed  I  sincerely  wid 
that  we  may  not  have  the  same  scene  acted  over 
again,  that  was  acted  the  first  sesuoa  of  last  Cmt 
gresa,  when  the  oompeosaiion  bill,  of  famov 
memory,  was  on  the  carpet  This  bill  coniem- 
plaies  giving  the  memben  nine  dollars  per  day, 
and  nine  doUarsfor  every  twenty  miles  in  trard- 
ling  to  and  retutsing  from  the  Seat  of  Qovon- 
ment.  Do  tbe  gentlemen  smously  believe  thai 
the  pct^le  will  submit  to  this  withoutamurmurl 
If  they  do,  I  saapeet  they  will  be  most  egtegioosly 
mistaken.  It  may  be  deemed  vanity  iu  me  lo 
suppose  iliat  any  reasons  I  could  advance,  ia  op- 
position to  this  meaant^  would  have  a  tendency 
to  ehai^  the  minds  oi  gentleneo ;  aitd,  indeed, 
the  subject  has  been  so  long  maturing  before  the 
committee,  which  was  ordered  Co  prepare  and  re- 
poti  the  bill,  ihat,  it  is  presumed,  gentlemen  have 
principally  made  up  their  minds;  bat,  notwith- 
standing which,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  those  whom.  [ 
have  iw  honor  to  represent,  as  well  in  compli- 
ance with  my  own  feelinga,  lo  expreas  my  seatt' 
ments  against  the  bill,  and  whatever  duty  lesub 
to  I  trust  I  shall  never  shrink  from.  Disorder 
however  it  may  be  calonlated  to  embarrass,  shall 
not  drive  me  from  the  floor.  I  regtet  extremely 
that  the  committee,  to  whom  ihe  resolution  was 
refened,  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  on  Ihe  sub- 
ject of  the  daily  allowance  of  the  membera,  had 
not  left  a  blank  in  the  bill  and  left  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  the  privilege  of  filling  the  blank 
with  whatever  snm  they  might  think  proper. 
Why  this  deviation  from  the  usual  course?  I 
appeal  to  gentlemen  to  say,  if  this  does  not  look 
like  foreatalling  opinion.  When  I  undersuiod 
who  were  the  gentlemen  (hat  composed  the  com- 
mittee, I  aniicipsted  the  recommendation  of  high 
~iy,  beeaoae  they  ate  profearional  gentlemen,  and, 

presume,  accustomed  to  receiving  high  fees. 
My  anticipations  are  lealized.  Tjiey  hare  rec- 
ommended nine  dollars  per  day,  and  nine  dollan 
for  every  twenty  miles  m  travelling  to  and  le- 
turning  from  the  Seat  of  Oovenment.    It  is  in 
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the  nktore  of  thiogB  for  thoM  who  anke  thaii 
nonejr  lighilr  to  pannit  it  lo  (o  fnel;,  and  trc 
eeoerallr  >dTocat«a  for  extnTBg&Bt  MJuies,  or 
Bigti  pay ;  bat  geBtlemen  ongbt  to  recollMt  thai 
v«  «ra  not  lecidatias  for  uij  partientar  clua  of 
bni  for  ths  whole  eomfnaiutr  ;  tkal  we  are 


I<Cidatiiic  for  the  people.    Sir,  who  fiUed  the 

CiUic  pane,  and  who  fought  joat  battle*  ia  the 
(e  war,  br  whieh  t<>»  w«r«  {mrented  fiom  be- 


engnlphed  in  the  TOTiez  of  tfnuairl  The 
people.  Bat,  sir,  I  sm  afiud  the  Mirieei  of  the 
people  are  mmh  foigotten  by  the  Juhionable  legi*- 
lators  of  ihedajr,  who  UMoae  the  right  to  rnle 
the  eonDcileiDd  dieiate  to  the  natioD.  Compare 
eren  our  former  pay  with  the  pap  of  ihoae  who 
fought  onr  battle*,  and  see  if  it  ioae*  any  thing  by 
the  compaiioon. 

Nine  dollars  per  day  !  We  eommenee  oar  sei- 
*io&  at  twelve  t^look,  and  hare  generally  termi- 
nated them  this  MeeioB  at  about  three,  amount- 
ing  to  about  three  doUan  per  honr.  Would  not 
the  honeal  and  indOMriou*  farmer  or  meehanic, 
who  riaea  cnrly  and  w<^a  laie,  and,  by  bis  great- 
eat  exertions  fiom  one  end  ot  the  jrtar'  to  the 
other,  eonsider*  he  is  doing  a  good  buune**,  if,  not 
getting  rich,  he  eao  tare  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
clear  of  all  expenses,  betwen  fifty  and  a  hiudred 
dollars ;  I  lay,  would  not  soeh  men  think  three 


ion*  of  such  men  to  be  respeeiedl    They 
lainly  ought.    I  view  inch  men  ••  the  life 


dollars  per  honr  highpay,  nndovgbtnot  theopin- 
"' '  "  "ih  men  lobe ""    '"'" —  """ 

ttgbt.    I  litm 

if^libarty,  whose  feeling  are  worthy  of 
being  consuited,  and  whose  opinions  onght  to  be 
respected. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  in  my  nature  to  utti- 
eipate  evil,  but  I  am  fearful,  from  the  dlipontion 
1  see  manifHted,  that  we  are  about  to  hxre  an  ex- 
trcmelv  extrsTagant  and  ezpensire  Qovernment } 
■nd  who  aie  to  bear  the  buroen  of  expense  1  The 
people.  And,  in  case  yoo  shonld  again  be  io- 
volred  in  war,  who  fight  your  batuei  bnt  the 
people  1  Then  ought  not  their  opinions  to  be  re- 
tpected  ?  It  is  trne,  the  interoel  taxes  hare  been 
remored,  and  the  expenses  of  Qoveronunt  are  to 
be  defrayed  by  ibe  rerenne  arising  from  duties 
OD  importation* ;  but  who  ultimnuly  pays  these 
duties  1  The  people.  1  grant  that  it  is  a  rolun- 
luy  tex^whoerer  purobases  foreign  articles  pays 
the  duty;  bni  still  it  is  a  tax,  and  the  people  bur 
the  burden  of  it  Then,  I  repeat  it,  ought  not 
their  feelings  to  be  consolted,  and  their  opinions 
respected  ? 

Sir,  can  gentlemen  be  so  blind  and  insensible 
u  not  to  see  and  understand  what  are  the  feel- 
ings and  opinions  of  the  people  on  the  subject  of 
the  pay  of  the  members  of  Congress?  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  gentlemen  can  hare  forgoiun  the  ex- 
traordinary agitation  of  the  public  mind,  and  the 
conflict*  that  occurred  previous  to  and  about  the 
lait  election  of  memb^  of  Cougrcss,  owing  to 
the  circumstance  of  the  members  of  last  Congress 
htriog  raised  their  {wy;  which  agitation  pro- 
duced Eucb  a  change  iit  the  mind*  of  the  mem- 


bets,  that  the  law,  whieh  passed  by  a  cousidsra- 
mising  their  pay,  was  repealed 
I  by  a  considerable  majority  1 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Cbaimmn,  I  view  it  as  a  dnty  we  owe  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  fix  the  allow- 
ance of  the  members  of  Congress  on  its  former 
fooling,  at  six  dolhui  pet  daj;.  I  regret  extremely 
that  it  was  not  done  last  tession.  It  ought  to  hare 
been  done,  as  it  was  not  only  proper  in  itseli;  bnt 
because  the  people  expected  it,  and,  if  it  had,  we 
would  not  only  hsre  avoided  much  difficnltv,  but 
have  satisfied  the  public  miad,  whieh  witb  m^ 
however  nofastuonable  it  may  be,  is  an  object  of 
the  greatest  consequence.  The  feelings  of  the 
people  on  this  subject  were  well  understood— 
ibey  had  expressed  them  in  plain  Ungnage,  and 
in  an  audible  voice,  as  a  prooi  of  which  you  may, 
by  casting  your  eyes  around,  see  bow  fe«  of  ibe 
membeis,  who  were  honored  with  seats  in  last 
Congress,  were  permitted  to  take  Rents  as  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Congress,  b  not  this  proof 
conclusive,  tbat  the  peofJe  are  oppoeed  to  the  pay 
of  the  members  betng  raieed  so  enormously  high? 

Sir,  hflwerer  MniuowD  may  disregard  puqlie 
opinion,  I  have  (althongh  I  flatter  myiclf  that  I 
potaee*,atl<ast,  a  common  share  of  indepeadenee). 
not  been  taught  to  do  so  j  I  view  it  ns  a  pcinolple, 
not  only  iogmfied  in  the  nature  of  our  Qorern- 
tnent,  init  as  its  strength,  an  essential  to  its  wet 
fare  and  perpetuation.  When  1  accepted  the 
office  of  Representative  of  the  people,  I  consid- 
ered myself  nndarn  moral  obligation  to  represent 
them,  as  far  as  I  coold  understand  their  views 
and  leeliogs,  to  the  utmost  of  my  capacity,  and 
not  particularly  to  represent  myself.  When  the 
views  of  the  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
hare  not  been  expressed,  or  cannot  be  ascertained, 
(hen  I  nm  not  only  nt  liberty,  but  bound  to  exet- 


ciie  my  judgment  tor  their  benefit  and  adnaiage. 
Sir,  who  elected  and  delegated  the  power  of  a 
Representative  to  me  bnt  t£e  people,  and  would 
not  I  be  guilty  of  a  Uerelioiion  of  duty  by  betray- 
ing the  tiiui  reposed  in  me,  a*  also  snbjoet  myself 
to  the  charge  ot  a  breach  of  the  moral  obligation 
if  I  Jailed,  when  I  knew  their  sentiments,  lo  r^r- 
resent  them  accordingly  1 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  said  that  I  viewed  it  as  the 
stiangib  of  this  Governmeot  to  ^y  respect  and 
bare  a  strict  regard  to  public  opinion.  We  have 
frcqnently  heard  it  insinuated,  and  sometimes 
expreseed  on  this  floor,  that  money  or  wealth  is 
iht  strength  of  a  Gorernmenl.  Qentiemen  must 
eeriainly  forget  oikdei  what  kind  of  Qovern- 
ment they  live  when  ihej;  make  such  deolnn- 
tious  i  they  must  be  thinking  of  moanrcbienl  oi 
deapotical  Qorernmenia ;  I  oinit  that  mi»ey  or 
wealth  is  the  sttangtb  of  such  Oovcinmeatsj  hoi, 
will  what  constiintes  thestrengthof  monirehicnl 
or  despotical  Got  em  men  t*  be  the  main  pltlnr  or 
strength  of  a  republican  Qovernment;  a  Oov^ 
srnment  of  the  people?  No,  sir,  it  is  the  confi- 
deoca  of  the  people  tbat  eonsiitutes  the  strength 
of  a  republican  Oovernment.  Sir,  while  aver  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  or  public  agents 
continue  to  act  so  as  to  retain  their  confidence, 
they  hare  nothing  to  fear  at  home,  nor  from 
abroad ;  taxes  will  be  paid  to  ao]^  amount  with- 
onl  a  murmur,  and  peiaonal  service*  cheerfully 
rendered ;  Ihi*  is  what  constitutes  the  main  pillar 
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<ti  Btrensftk  of  yoar  Goremmeat.  Tben,  sir, 
wk«n  luch  beeeficiil  effeeu  are  (o  Mise  froQi  it, 
are  not  gentlemen,  silaated  a*  we  aie,  haviag  ih* 
honor  10  reprewDt  (hmf-fire  thouaand  tiem  peo- 
ple, under  a  moral  obll^tion  to  paf  attaniion  K^ 
and  aoi  up  wiib  tbe  will  of  ttia  people,  wb«n  •■- 
eeTlained  by  posiiive  exprectfoD  at  strooK  impli- 
oation  1  Sir,  I  ndmic,  in  lOBie  of  tb«  large  towns, 
where  people  are  in  the  habit  of  speodiiig  monef 
Aveir,  where  tbe  sireeti  are  meaaured  hj  the 
Utidei  of  ariatocrttie  gnaiear,  where  economf 
would  bt  laoyhed  out  of  coanienaoee,  and  where 
exitaTaganoe  maf  be  caid  to  be  the  order  of  tbe 
day,  thai  there  are  aumben  in  favor  of  extrava- 
gant salariee  or  high  pegr.  I  admit,  in  lome  of 
the  EBtaller  towa*  in  the  interior,  amoeg  Moae  of 
the  iiorekeepera  and  clerks,  and  another  elau  of 
gestlemeD,  who  bave  be«D  aecuetoiiMd  to  making 
their  monef  light,  and  with  whom  it  hat  been 
Mid,  that  prodigaliljr  in  poblic  espeodiii 
sharaoteriitic,  that  the  ory  ia  for  high 


hi  Coagm* 


perhapt,! 
I  a  more  hi 


beoajwe  they  eoatider  a  i 
loaoraUe,  eligible,  and  pleaa- 


aM:  Mtaation  than  that  of  beiar  engaged  in  tba 
drudging  bwineBi  of  tDdiriduaTs,  aad  wtmld  b* 
willing,  if  the  ^r  were  raiaed  high  eaougb  to 


e  up  to  thi 


oquit 


their  drndging  biuioeM  for  saati  in  CoBgrei*. 
Bai,  lir,  are  we  to  form  a  jadgment  on  thii  aub- 
jeot  in  favor  of  railing  the  pay  of  membert  of 
CongMu  enormously  high,  becaue  aatne  nriaio- 
eralioal  oharaciers  in  large  towni,  or  iboae  in 
other  aituaiiona  who  are  looking  forward  for 
offieaa  of  nrominence,  ery  alood  for  it  ?  No,  sir, 
w«  must  look  to  ibe  yeomanry  of  the  country, 
and  the  bandicrafiiman,  the  oslenaible  auppori- 
•ra  of  OoTernmeot,  (who,  if  ibey  are  not  lo 
elamoroo*. are  more  aubatanlial,)  for  public  opin- 
ioo.  Will  any  gentleman  aay,  that  the  farmer 
and  mechanic  are  crying  out  in  favor  of  raising 
tbe  pay  of  the  memben  of  Congreaal  Those 
man  who  fill  the  public  pone,  and  fight  their 
couDiry's  battles  in  lime  of  dimculiyT  Here  is 
where  yon  mutt  look  for  tbe  true  eritarion  bv 
which  to  judge  of  public  opiaion.  I  sty,  wilt 
aay  gentlemen  undertake  lo  Ht  fotib  on  ibis  fioor, 
thai  they  are  in  favor  of  extravagant  pay  T  I  be- 
lieve they  will  not.  Aliboagb  the  word  economy 
ie  unfaahionable,  I  consider  economy  one  of  tbe 
principal  pillars  on  which  o«r  republican  fabric 
stands  J  permit  it  to  be  removed,  and  (he  fktiric 
immediaiely  totien,  and  ultimately  falls  to  the 
gvouBd.  High  pay  will  Mamarily  prodace  ex- 
tnivagaaee.  The  eoniagion  will  ramify  and 
qiread  until  the  whole  body  poliiio  ii  disordered, 
and  ultimately  becomes  weak  aad  imbecile^  when 
demagogues  will  rise,  take  advantage  of  lu  im* 
beciliiy,  overtura  Ibe  repttblican  fabric,  and  on 
iu  rain*  build  up  tyranny,  which  cannot,  taking 
inio  view  onr  present  feclmgs  on  potiiioal  mai- 
ten,  b«  a  deairable  order  of  ibiogs.  Then,  would 
not  wisdom  dictate  the  policy  of  being  eantioiu 
in  not  adopting  any  meaanre,  however  plausible 
it  might  be,  and  however  gratifying  lo  our  feel- 
ings momentarily,  that  might  have  the  most  di*- 
laot  lendeaoy  tD]n«diM«siiab«siat»of  thiagal 


Mr.  CtMHraan,  it  has  been  mid  that  wMmbef* 
of  CoBgren  ware  worse  paid  than  any  other  offi- 
cers of  Qoveraoaeiti.  I  deny  the  fact ;  it  is  iroe 
that  tbe  President  tg  tbe  United  Stales  and  Uw 
foreign  Minvtara  are  better  paid  than  members 
of  Congrcai,  and,  pevbapa,  some  of  iheaubordi- 
nate  offioera  of  Congress,  accordiag  to  grade; 
b«i,  as  to  the  tatter,  honor  or  patriotism  has  im> 
agency  in  their  aeeeptanoe  of  offices;  emolaneni 
is  the  considerMion  which  influeacM  them  ;  bu 
I  hope  that  is  »ot  the  cos*  with  members;  at 
least  I  know  it  ou^ht  not  to  be.  It  is  trae  aiem- 
ber*  ought  to  receive  what  would  enable  ifaem  la 
live  gantecllr,and  be  enabled  to  nvu  soma  money; 
which  they  can  do  if  they  do  not  go  into  unne- 
cessary estmvaganee,  or  pay  any  atteniioa  lo 
eeoDomy,  on  the  former  pay,  six  dollar*  per  ^, 
and  six  dollar*  for  every  twenty  miles  in  iiw- 
elliag  to  and  rewmtng  from  the  Seat  of  Ooretn- 
mtni.  No,  sir,  the  most  of  oar  civil  officers,  aii 
nearly  all  tbe  military,  are  wone  paid  than  mem- 
bers of  GoDgrees;  aad  what  plea  have  ie«  u 
justify  DB  ID  raising  oar  pay  bat  the  depeceiatiea 
of  money  1  Sir,  eould  we,  end  locA  iaatice  ii 
the  face,  refase  to  raise  ihe  pay  of  all  Aa  cAcen 
of  the  OovcrnaMai,  both  civil  and  aailiuty,  in 
proporiion  to  what  we  raise  oar  own;  became 
the  tame  plea  of  the  depreciation  of  mmiey  wonld 
operate  in  their  case  that  does  in  oars;  arawa 
prepared  for  such  a  state  of  things  1  I  believe  w« 
are  not  j  neither  do  I  beliere  ihe  people  woold 
bear  Qs  ooi  in  them.  It  is  lamentably  true  that 
money  has  dejKCciated ;  and  what  ia  IM  eaaae  of 
this  depreciation  1  Certainly  the  great  excesa  of 
bank  paper  thai  has  been  thrown  into  cireuU- 
tion,  for  which,  if  Congress  bave  not  been  en- 
tirely blanieable,  thay  have  eontribatcd  their  pro- 
portion towards  it  by  selling  the  example  of 
chaTiering  a  number  of  banks  i  and  one,  pariicn- 
larty,  in  its  ctiarMter  sncb  a  prodigious  machine, 
tbnt  I  fear  it  will  ultimately  operate  as  a  cane 
on  the  land,  by  changing  the  politics  of  tite  Gov- 
ernment, and  finally  giving  Uw  lo  tbe  naiioo. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  frequently  «id,  ibat  if  we 
want  talents  on  tbis  floor  we  most  bid  up  high 
for  them ;  that  men  in  lucrative  employments  or 
professions  will  not  come  heie  aaleas  you  raise  tb« 
pay  pretty  bigb;  which  is  an  ankoowledgmeal 
that  patriotism,  or  the  honor  of  serviBg  freemen, 

...  L ^ncy  in  bringing  sncb  men  faere, 

I  coming  here  would 
r  sball  see  this  Hall 
Blled  wiib  chameier*  who  would  maka  money 
tbefltsi  consideratioD  in  coming  here.  When- 
ever money  is  made  the  first  consideiatica  in 
coming  here  you  will  see  all  ihe  evil  passions,  ia- 
cideoi  to  the  nature  of  man,  set  to  work,  in  order 
to  enable  tbem  lo  secure  seats  in  Congress,  vbee 
liberty,  tbe  best  blessing  of  man,  wiU  be  oa  the 
lotier.and  will  soon  pass  away.  Cleoilcmcn  talk 
of  lalenls.  Sir,  I  draw  a  wide  disiinciion  be- 
tween what  is  commonly  called  talents,  and  real 
mind,  solid  judgment,  accompanied  by  a  eon- 
siderable  portion  of  common  sense.  We  faan 
seen  visionary  characters  here  who  were,  by  aome, 
called  men  <^  talcftts,  bceause  they  could  cull 


DigilizcdbyLjOOQlC 


HISTOBY  OF  C0H6B118& 


jAMaAMT,  1818. 


CkwpnwiMaR  to  Mimter: 
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■Msed  noibing  like  wlid  ramd,  MBod  jadfftaeni, 
nkl  but  a  very  wtaif  ahare  of  commoa  sense.  I 
dtn't  mot  to  M«  tbis  HafI  filled  with  loch 
cbaraerers;  tbey  would  make  daDgenias  legiata- 
ton.  I  dun't  want  id  see  the  Hoase  of  Repre- 
rentatires  ehanged  frotn  »  dcliberali*e  body  lo  a 
talkative  assemblr.  Sir,  I  want  to  see  this  Hall 
filled  with  solid  taiud,  sound  judgment,  accom- 
panied by  a  great  portion  of  common  aeoK, 
(whieb,  by  the  b;,  is  tbe  beat  kind  of  mom  in 
times  of  difficulty,)  man  of  jteneral  information, 
liboral  minds,  and  patriotic  feelings.  Stwh  man 
can  b«  had  wiibosi  bidding  ap  so  higb.  Patrioi- 
iam,  witli  the  form«-  par  of  lii  dollar*  per  day, 
togallier  with  tb«  liberal  trareUiDg  allomaae  of 
tix  doUan  far  arery  twenty  milas  in  coming  to 
and  reWraiar  '''«b>  lb'  8«at  of  Ooraraaieiit,  wilt 
always  111  your  aeau  with  asrh  ebat^tcn,  with 
wham  aafaij  ii  to  be  favnd.  If  the  people  wiah 
to  hare  itietr  bnstiMM  eondaeied  in  a  ufe  and 
economical  manner,  baring  an  eye  to  the  per- 

K [nation  of  civil  liberty,  tbey  will  scad  men 
re  whose  iaierest  is  tbe  same  aatheii's;  they 
will  eend  men  hara  who  will  be  adrocates  for 
liberality  wiifaont  exiraragaoce. 

I  hare  thought  proper  to  take  (bii  riew  of  the 
sobjeci ;  but  in  doing  so  I  bare  bad  considerable 
dinenliT  to  eMaaatcr  froaa  the  exiraate  dieorder 
■rndng  Rom  an  erer  anxiety  for  the  adaption  of 
(his  mighty  onttcr,  and  «a  upxivnt  deiemitia- 
(ioa  to  i»wast  any  member  from  nprauiag  bis 
■eatimenta  ;  wbtco  disonler  I  lake  extreme^  no- 
kind,  as  I  am  not  in  tbe  babit  of  detaining  tbe 
Hoasc  often  with  long  speeches.  In  the  new  I 
bare  thought  proper  to  take  of  the  sabjeet,  I 
hare  aroided  personalitiea— not  only  because  per- 
aonaliiiea  ought  to  be  avoided  in  deliberative 
bodie*,  bat  because  it  was  in  compllaaee  with  a 
tnle  I  had  laid  down  for  myself  in  setting  due  in 
life,  wbioh  was,  never  wantonly  to  wound  the 
feelings  of  my  fellow  man,  nor  lo  suffer  my  own 
to  be  Assaiicd  with  impuniiy. 

Mr.  Cut  (Speaker)  aaid,  he  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  make  a  single  obser vaiioa  on  a  part  of 
his  eolkagM's  remarks.  He  was  qaite  sure, 
he  Mid,  it  Was  not  tbe  ioiantion  of  his  eol- 
league  lo  saggcit  ■nylhing'  like  impropriety  in 
tbe  Uooae  in  regard  to  Iha  sriection  of  tbe  eom- 
mittee  lo  wham  this  aubjeei  had  twen  referred. 
Bat  he  rose  lo  say,  thai  two  principles  only  had 
gnided  ibe  aStea,  wbuee  BCdnons  and  sometimes 
painful  duty  ii  was  to  aclcet  commitiees,  in  cp- 
poiatiag  the  eommittee  in  quetlion ;  the  ana 
was,  to  Mleei  a  majority  of  (be  committee  from 
the  new  members,  who,  beiflf  '"  "^  '  "  ' 
pit,  might  be  supposed  best 
views ;  the  other,  to  disiribnie  the  cenjmitiee,  a* 
mtrch  as  posaible,  ibrongh  the  various  parts  of  the 
continent.  Tbequesiionofiheir  professions  hedid 
notinquire  into,  nor  lill  this  moment  did  be  know 
it,  and,  be  assured  the  Chair,  be  bad  not  a  know- 
ledge of  the  views  of  a  single  member  as  to  the 
eompensBiion,  except  as  lo  one  member,  (from 
Coaoeelieai.)  who  had  exnressed  bis  views  re- 
■pceting  it  by  a  rote  which  he  gare  at  the  last 


snsion,  tx.  Regarding  the  subject  of  tbis  bill, 
"^.  C.  said,  he  trusted  he  should  not  be  found  to 
!upy  a  single  moment  of  tbe  time  of  tbe  House 
discussing  ir.  Bverr  member  had  certainly 
by  this  time  made  op  bis 
and  he  did  not  suppost^  I 
could  have  any  effect  on  its  decision.  At  the 
time,  he  said,  he  should  be  sorry  lo  see 
oriby  colleague,  or  any  other  member,  re- 
strained in  tbe  slightest  degree  from  tbe  exercise 
of  the  lodubitable  right  he  poasesees,  to  offer  his 
senlimenls  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HoLUBB,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  ihe  gen- 
tleman oaght  not  to  attribute  blame  to  him,  if 
any  there  was,  for  urging  (he  eonsideralicn  of 
ibis  bill.  It  was  not  taken  up  to-day  on  (he  sug- 
gestion of  hts  own  mind,  but  a'   '     ' 


jeet,  which  he  knew  would  be  to  no  purpose. 

Mr.  OuLi,  of  Penniylvaoia,  replied  lo  a  part 
of  Mr.  DesHA'a  remarks.  He,  too,  represented 
farmers,  but  ddi  men  who  wished  persone  to  labor 
for  them  a(  a  certain  loss.  Would  any  respec(a- 
ble  farmer,  himself.  Mr.  O.  asked,  agree  to  leave 
bis  farm  to  manage  itself,  when  he  knewiiwt,  if  he 
did,  that  he  and  bis  family  wonld  become  beggarai 
Cenainly  he  would  not — be  payatboae  who  work 
for  him,  and  wonld  expect  lo  be  paid  himseff  for 
his  sactt6ces  and  labor  in  tbe  disehai^  of  public 
duties ;  and  it  was  a  correct  principle,  be  added, 
that  public  officers  should  be  paid  for  (heir  ser- 
vices.  In  regard  lo  (he  sort  of  talent  necessary 
fbr  Congress,  Mr.  0.  sog^ied  that  a  graduated 
scale  of  eompeniation  might  be  made,  if,  by  tre- 
panning, the  brains  of  all  the  members  could  be 
taken  out.  and  their  actual  value  ascertained  by 
weight^in  which  oas»  he  did  know  but  he  might 
himself  come  in  for  small  pay.  But  nine  dolMrs 
a  day,  he  humbly  (bought,  was  a  compensatioii 
small  enoi^h  for  a  jnsi  recompense  for  ailend- 
ance  here;'Bnd,  though  he  represented  farm  era, 
ha  had  never  heard  i(  suggested  ibat  (ha(  was 
too  mneh.  On  this  subject,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  had 
BO  ins(raciioa^  from  bis  coas(ituentB;  he  abonld 
vole,  therefore,  not  for  popularity,  but  for  arfaat 
he  conseieniioasly  believea  was  just.  He  most 
sincerely  believed,  be  repeated,  that  men  who 
aervotl  (he  public  ought  (o  be  paid ;  and,  he  did 
iwt  consider  ii  a  reasonable  expec (a (ion  thatmaa 
were  to  devote  (heir  lives  to  this  object  pwelf 
from  patrioiism.  He  hoped,  he  aaid,  pnitiog 
these  coneidemttons  out  or  view,  that  a  majority 
of  Ibis  eoiiMilllee  would,  on  tlus  oanaMOo,  giva 
correct  rotea— dm  with  a  view  to  Be^aciiea,  but 
tn  jiiitiee. 

The  qtKstion  was  then  taten  oa  Mrlking  oat 
idnt  Bad  loseniDgair,  as  the  daily  cempeasation, 
and  negatived. 

Mr.  Lmif,  of  New  Jersey,  then  moved  to  sirika 
out  ntne  and  insert  e^gW;  which  motion  was 
nefjatived  by  a  small  majority. 

Mr.  BAaarrr,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 
nine,  and  insert  nothing;  which  would  leava 
the  bill  open  for  any  sam;  which  motion  wat 
aagatired. 
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Hr.  SoDTHAHD,  of  N«w  Jaisey,  tbeu  moved  to 
ledgce  tbe  allowance  for  iravelling  expeBMs, 
fioro  nine  to  »ix  dolUn  for  each  twenty  idilea  ; 
which  moiioD  was  alio  uegatived. 

Some  loerely  verbal  ameadmentB  were  made 
to  the  bill,  and  the  Committee  row  aod  reported 
tha  bill. 

The  bill  being  immediately  taken   up  by  the 

Ur.  Pahrib,  of  Masaaehusetts,  mored  to  Btrike 
out  the  word  nine,  as  applying  both  to  compen- 
ntioa  and  to  mileage,  and  lo  luert  tix,  io  lien 
thereof. 

Mr.  Habsibox,  of  Ohio,  io  eiplainiog  wbal 
would  otherwise  appear  an  iQeonsiateDcy  ia  the 
Tote  he  was  aboai  to  give,  said,  that  h«  was 
aware  thai,  in  order  to  preserve  in  Coogten 
talenu  of  a  proper  grade,  and  to  enable  men  of 
moderate  property  to  come  to  CongrMa  wilhoui 
losi,  a  higher  compeniation  was  necetsanr  thaa 
had  heretofore  been  allowed  to  memberaoi  Can* 
gren.  But,  said  he,  holding,  aa  we  do,  the  key 
of  the  Treasury,  we  ought  not  to  do  ounelves 
even  juiiice  before  we  do  it  to  othen,  whote 
claims  are  stronger  and  of  longer  standing. 
Whenever  jmtiEe  was  done  to  tbe  anfferers  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  not  until  then, 
be  should  be  prepared  to  do  justice  lo  ourselves. 

Mr.  Rone  required  the  yea*  and  nays  on  the 
question  now  pending. 

On  eu^ation  of  Mr.  GoLaTOR,  of  Virginia, 
the  qoeation  was  so  divided,  as  to  take  it  sepnr> 
arelr  on  the  compeniation  and  on  the  mileage. 

Mr.  Ogle  said  he  should  still  vote  as  he  had 
done  in  Committee,  not  allowing  to  the  suggea- 
tijm  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio  the  weight  he 
attached  to  it.  Eveiy  man  showed  bis  patriotism 
and  generosity  by  personal  acts;  and,  to  accom- 
plish the  object  that  gentleman  had  spoken  of, 
said  Mr.  C,  1  would  distribute  among  these  anf- 
ferers one  half  of  my  pay — and,  whibt  I  have  a 
loaf  temaioioK,  no  poor,  distressed  soldier  shall 
want  one  half  of  iL  But,  Mr.  O.  uld,  be  well 
knew  Qoveinmeni  waa  able  to  pay  all  just  claim- 
ants; and  he  would  not,  for  his  part,  deny  justice 
to  one,  because  tbe  country  had  hitherto  neglect- 
ed lo  do  justice  to  others. 

The  question  was  then  lakes  on  striking  oui 
"nine"  and  inserliitg  "six,"  as  the  daily  cornpen- 
sation  of  the  members,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 68,  nays  101,  as  follows: 

YiAB—Messts.  Baldwin,  Barbonr  of  Vurginis,  Bas- 
wtt,  BeDinger,  BMinett,  Blonnt,  Boden,  Bom,  Bw 
wdl,  Campbell.  Comstock,  DeAa,  Baile,  Edwards, 
BlUoott,  Oaga,  Hairison,  Beodrieks,  Betbart,  Bniick, 
Heiatei,  Hobnas,  of  Msswthosrtts,  HnntingtiMi  John- 
asa,  of  KssUndty,  Lewis,  HcLan*,  wTp.  Haekv, 
HaR,  Harear,  Mo«m,  Mortal,  Htuny.  New,  PaiA, 
Pattenan,  Peter,  Qoariea,  R«ed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Ham, 
Sampson,  SawTsr,  Scndder,  Battla,  St^bart,  Bbaw, 
Sherwood,  Silabee,  8.  Bmilh,  BaL  Smith,  J.  8.  Smith, 
SoBthard,  SpsnglBT,  Staart,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Ttmnsend, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Bouth  Carolina,  Tjler,  Walker 
of  Nortb  Carolina,  Walker  of  KeotuckT.  WesUrlo, 
Whiteside,  WillUnu  of  Cannectieat,  WillUms  of 
North  CaroUni,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsjlvanis. 


Nat.— Massts.  Abbott,  Adams,  Allan  ofMasiehn- 
sells,  Allan  of  Vsrmont,  Anderson  of  Pen^liania, 
Anderson  of  Ksntnc^,  Austin,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio, 
Batemsn,  Barley,  Beecbv,  Bloomfisld,  Biyan,  BsUer, 
Clsgelt,  Claiborne,  Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  &aAs,  Craw- 
ford, Crugcr,  Cusbman,  Darlington,  Drtks,  Brrfn, 
of  Bouth  Carolina,  Folger,  Fomoj,  Forsjfli,  Falier, 
Gsmett,  Hale,  Hall  of  DeUirara,  Hall  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Hssbrouck,  HerkJraer,  Hllcheock,  Hogg,  Holmea 
oT  ConnecticQl,  Hopkmson,  Uabbard,  Hunter,  Ining 


Maicband,  Mason  of  Massachosetts,  Merrill,  Middleton, 
Miller,  Moaelev,  Hnm(n4  Jeremiah  NelsOa,  H.  Nat 
son,  T.  M.  Neieoo,  NesUtt,  O^  Oir,  Owen,  Palmar, 
Parrott,  PawUng,  PindaO,  Pitkin,  Pleasanta,  Poindex- 
ter,  Porter,  Biebaids,  Knggotd,  Bobertson  of  Ke» 
tndiy,  Bobertson  of  Looadana,  Rontea,  S&v^Sk 
Sehnjiec,  Slaeomb,  Aleiandsr  Smyth,  Spsad,  Spaneeb 
Storrs,  StMu,  Stnther,  Talbnadn,  Tenill,  Teny, 
ToBs^ins,  Toeker,  of  Viighiia,  Upham,  Wallaca, 
Wendeier,  Whilnan,  WUhains,  of  New  York,  and 
Wilkm. 

The  qneilion  was  then  taken  on  striking  oai 
"  nine"  and  inserting  "  six"  dollars  as  the  allow- 
ance for  every  t#eniy  miles'  travel  to  and  from 
Congress;  which  motion  was  decided  by  yet) 
and  nays—for  tbe  amendment  93,  against  it  76^ 
as  fallows: 

Yais— Mean.  Andenon,  of  Pennsylvania,  BsU- 
win,  'Ball,  Barbonr  of  Virginia,  Bassstt,  BalomaB, 
Bayley,  Beedur,  BaUiuger,  Bennett,  BloomfieU, 
Bloont,  Boden,  Bosa,  Borwell,  Campbell,  Golsleis^ 
Comstock,  Crafts,  Desha,  Barle,  Bdwaid^  EUieott, 
Ervin  of  Sooth  Csndina,  Forrrth,  G^s,  Gamett, 
Hall  of  Ddswsje,  HaU  of  North  Carolina,  Hendiidf, 
Herbert,  Herkimer,  Hcrrick,  Hakter,  Bilchcock, 
H^mea,  of  Massacbuselts,  Huntington,  Irriag,  of 
New  York,  Lewis,  Linn,  Little,  MeLano,  W.  Haday, 
W.  P.  Madaj,  Marr,  Mercer,  Merrill,  Moore,  Morion, 
Murray,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  New,  Panit, 
Psttersoo,  Pawling,  Feter,  Qoarle^  Keed,  Rhea,  Rid, 
Ringgold,  Ross,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Scndder,  Settle, 
Sejbeit,  Shsw,  Sherwood,  Silsbee,  S.  Smith,  Bal. 
Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Southard,  Spangler,  Stuart,  Tarr, 
Taylor,  Towusrad,  TrimUe,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
Ima,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  CsreBas,  Walker  of 
Kentnchy,  Wallaea,  Weslerlo,  Whiteside,  WUtman, 
Williams  of  Connootievt,  WilUsas  of  North  Cardias, 
Wilkin,  and  Wilson  of  Pennaylvsiiia. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Allen  of  Msssschn- 
■atts,  Allen  of  Vermont,  Andeiaan  of  Kentucky,  Aus- 
tin, Barber  of  Ohio,  Bryan,  Butler,  Qlagst^Clsibama, 
Cobb,  Cook,  Crawbrd,  Cmgsr,  Cnshman,  Darlington, 
Drake,  Floyd,  Polger,  Forney,  Fnller,  Bala,  Bairiaon, 


Kinssv,  Kirttsnd,  Lawyer,  Liyermore,  Lowndest  M» 
Coy,  Hafchan^  Mason  of  Massachusetts  Middleton, 
Miller,  Meaeley,  Monford,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Nesbitl, 
Ogle,  Orr,  Owen,  Fahner,  Fanott,  Pindall,  Pitkia, 
Pleasants,  Foindextei,  Porter,  Richards,  Robertsso  of 
Kentucky,  Rnggles,  SaYsge,  Schnjler,  Enocomb,  Alex- 
uider  Smyth,  Speed,  Spencer,  Stoirs,  Strong,  Stnithn, 
TaUmadge,  Terrill,  Terry,  Tompldns,  Tucker,  of 
Tirginis,  Upham,  WendoTcr,  and  Williams  of  New 
York. 
So  this  amendment  was  carried. 
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Mr.  LivtU,  of  MHTlBK«,(bel«MTMli»>lrfk* 
tat  "*•■«'*  aod  ioHR  id  Htn  Ibereof  "Mgta"  d*W 


eight  ^Um  ia  ibe  CuBKniiRe  of  ibe  Whal«,  be- 
MOM  ha  prefarrsd  aii.  He  •hnoM  now  voie  for 
eight,  heeB<we  be  vouM  not  lucifecd  in  otaiiaf*^ 
■ix. 

Mr.  Ptnmwrm,  of  MiNlseippi,  Mfd  tbM,  ■• 
the  trareUlDg  ■UoMrac^  bad  beto  rcdoced  lo  i)j, 
the  pay  e^tfit  to  be  NdoctJ  m  the  i«a»  rate ;  for 
that  cMiaJaly  the  trarelliaf  was  tbe  mcNt  labori- 
oya  pari  or  Ibe  itnt;  to  perrorm  Tor  tbota  who 
lived  at  anr  diitsiica  Ucm  the  Seat  of  Oovera- 

Mr.  JooKooM,  of  Eaaioekr,  concarrm)  emirelr 
in  the  optuioo  ibat  iba  trnTelllDB  waa  ifae  hanl- 
est  put  of  ibe  RapreaaaiatiTa'a  aWjF,  in  a  peew 
aimtj  Tiew^  aad  far  wkieh  menben  bad  dm  ber^ 
tofore  beea  mfficieoilf  paid.  Tfaci*  wviv  oeea- 
eiona  en  whioh  we  ware  mder  an  oUlgMina  to 
fKttotm  gmtnilooa  serriaea  for  our  MMtrf  i  bat 
■araly  this  ww  bM  one  of  ibeM.  He  too,  be 
Mid,  (toadd  tow  for  ibe  raiiMioit  of  tbe  paf .  be- 
canae  be  hoped  tbe  loileafe  and  Iba  pay,  what* 
erar  ttWT  were  ized al,  WMild  baai  iheMoieraie, 

Tb«9Hatioit  on  ledMiog  tb«  daily  pay  from 
Ulna  to  Ci(kt  dollar*,  was  daelded  in  the  affiron- 
lira   lyaaa  9^  Ran  79,  as  fbHowi: 

Yue-Jltwm,  AUh>  of  VeHMI,  A»d«non  of 
PmrntjI/moM,  Autin,  BddvBi,  Bait,  Biriiom  of  Vir- 
giitia,  Bamtt,  BUeaiBn.  BflifyBelMasn,  BannaM. 
BloomMd,  Bl»aiil,  Bodn,  BtH,  BarweU,  CanpbaU, 
Clubonw,  Camilock,  Cook,  CrsOs,  OniB«r,  Dwha, 
Drake,  EUtla,  Edwar^  ElliooU,  Krria  of  South  Cam- 
lioa,  Flojd,  Gmce,  Gamett,  Hale,  HaniM»,  Handcicka, 
Herbert,  Herkunei,  Harriek,  HaiMar,  Hitebcoefc, 
Hidiiiea  of  MuncbaMtti^  HnntingtoD,  Johnioa  of 
Kentnoky,  Lewia,  I.inn,  Little,  LiYennore,  McLaoe, 
W.  Maclay,  W.  P.  Maelaf.  Harr,  Metrifl,  MoOn, 
Morton,  H.  Nelion.T.  M.  Nslaon,  New,  Pum,  Peler, 
Pleaauita,  Pamdeit«r,  Fnler,  QiutIm,  Seed,  Rbea, 
Btch,  Ricbarda,  Bobartwa  of  Looiaiina,  Rdm,  Sainp- 
•M),  Saraga,  Bcndder,  Settle,  Bnbert,  Sbaw,  Sher- 
wood, 0.  Bmitfi,  BbL  Bnith,  J.  8.  Smith,  Sonthard, 
SpaniieT,  Bpaad.  T*rr,  l^jbir,  Tonpldjia,  Townaend, 
lUmlda,  Tatter  of  VbfiiUa,  Tader  of  BoMh  Caro- 
lina, Trlar,  Upbam,  Wsftar  of  Noitb  Carallaa,  W<d> 
bar  of  KeataUfcr,  WaHuw,  Weeterlo,  W  bttedde,  WU- 
liana  of  OonneedaM,  WitUama  of  North  Candiaa, 
WMkin,  and  WUhu  of  PeuaylrHria. 

NAsa— Meean.  Abbott,  Abaia,  AUea  of  MMeaA«- 
aeUa,  Aadsnon  of  Kestaa^,  Boibar  of  OUa,  Boa- 
char,  BiTan,  Butlw,  (Jhwrttr  Cobb,  Oeteten,  Oraw- 
tod,  Cnahnaa,  DarUagtoif  Polger,  PgtMy,  Peirtth, 
Faller,  Hall  of  IMawan,  HaU  of  North  CaroUaa, 
Hari>raaek,  Hogf,  Bolmea  of  Connecticut,  Uopkinaott, 
Hubbard,  Bnnter,  trthiK  of  New  York,  Jonai,  Kinsey, 


tAajlw,  Sdabee,  ShNninb,  Aleaaader  Smyth,  Bpnf 
ear,  ium,  Btto««  Slrs(b«r,  Stvwt,  l^Umailtc,  Tea. 
liH,  Tenr,  Wwadawe,  WUmbm,  and  Wffiiaw  ef 
nwr¥oth. 
Bo  ibk  dltilr  VT  «M  AMttat  efght  deHwa 
ISthCoH.  iBtSasb.— 19 


H.wH. 

Mr.  LrrrLS  tfean  moved  to  reamaider  the  voMi 
by  vhtdk  the  trarctliaa  ex^Ms  bad  been  re> 
dueed  lo  its  dollars,  wiiba  Tiew  tofix  itai  eigtat) 
Wbteh  woald  nake  it  naad  on  the  mae  foofing 
as  boretorore,  bat  at  a  iilila  higher  rale. 

Mr.  STaoTHBB,  of  Virginia,  iniimaied,  for  Iba 
iororaatiaa  ef  the  Honae,  thai  he  meant,  whov 
ha  bad  an  opportuaiiy,  to  roore  lo  strike  out 
eight  dollar*,  aad  insert  sii,  for  the  daily  pay,  and 
for  raatons  be  aaeigaed.  His  wish  had  been,  b« 
Mrid,  that  ample  oompeaanEiDB  ahoold  be  gives 
for  Hrvicoa  readered;  that,  in  diteha^ag  ibeir 
importMit  duly,  tbe  neraben  of  this  body  ihohld 
be  able  to  anppan  tbamBolrea  indepeiidently.— 
Findia^i  bawever,  that  his  views  eoald  aat  be 
aavom^isbed,  be  woaU  bead  to  whm  iba  Honaa 
had  been  auared  was  public  opioion ;  be  wonU. 
MHirifiee  the  aanvietioaof  bti  miad  to  At  mo- 
maaaary  faaltag  ef  tbe  eetwiry.  It  bad  been 
Mid,  by  a  genitenan  from  Keaneky.  <Ut.  Jovii« 
aoM,)  wboae  laaaarka  woald  always  kava  weigtafr 
wiib  bin,  that  iJia  duty  of  invidlwff  waa  ito 
most  kaborione  a  Bapeeaeniativa  had  lo  peffem. 
That  geMlemaa,  Ur.  B.  mid,  baa  had  a  wMe  eX' 
perienee.  Wi<h  indatiry  unceasing,  and  hanaHT 
aaaospeeled,  be  baa  beei  for  many  yeara  altead- 
iog  ibe  dnttao  of  hia  Maiioa  bore— aad  his  ebla^ 
ion  ia  entitled  to  weight.  If,  tbarefora,  six  dollars 
waa  oaoaideMd  by  the  Uouaa  ea  safiicieM  aHoW" 
anee  for  mileage,  it  waa  aU-anfficiant  asa  reooiB' 
pense  to  Iha  laemberi  wbea  atationary  bore. 
Beieg  aboot  to  lake  a  conrac,  whieh,  eooaeeid 
with  his  (ofmer  voWg,  wovM,  wiikaiu  exidaaa^ 
tioa,  aasnmc  the  ■pptaraace  of  diaBrepMey>-wl 
idea  he  abhorred  as  aa  iadiridval,  or  as  a  man- 
bar — be  bad  thoagbl  it  bis  daiy  to  make  these  ro- 
muk*.  They  were  drawn  from  him  by  the 
neoeuiiy,  which  every  man  in  public  life  is  on- 
dar,  to  keep  far  fnm  him  thcsUfiieiaa  ef  a  wtal 
of  firniDess,  Of  of  vaciltatiag  poliey. 

Hr.  htrrtM  thought  it  necemhry,  after  whet 
(be  gentleman  had  said,  lo  ahow  ibht  aiiak  eva-' 
dnct  as  be  bfcd  referaed  to  was  eeriainly  net  tn- 
pHUble  10  him,  (Mr.  L-)  I  did,  Indeed,  roie  lo 
suika atu  aioe  aad  ioseri  six,  not  (hat  Itrntsum' 
aeaordcd  with  my  view*,  which  were  M  AH  up 
Iha  btank  for  pay  and  thai  fer  mileage,  each,  witn 
eight  doUsra.  Tbii  was  a  matter  of  oplatoe,  as 
which  men  mnat  jndge  for  Ibsmselves.  Having 
himself  acted  coosiiieatly,  he  imputed  no  ineoi> 
reel  moiires  to  others,  and  be  hoped  none  woold 
be  imputed  to  taim. 

Hr.  Covnooc,  of  New  Yorb,  itld  be  sbolM 
vate  in  bvor  of  the  prapased  reconsideration. 
His  miad  had  arrired  ai  ite  aonalttsion,  that  the 
compenmtiod  ongbt  lo  be  eight  dollars  pet  diem 
for  atiendaaee,  and  aigbt  doUara  for  every  twenty 
miles  travel.  Wheo  tbo  qaeatian  was  between 
niM  aad  an,  le  bad  voted  i«  urike  eni  nine,  but 
with  tbe  wiah  iksl  c^t  should  be  aliimately 
svbstJtwed  for  il 

Mr-  Hahrmox  also  favored  Ibe  motion  for  le- 
coMideraiioa,  which  be  sapported  by  (breible 
Humentt.  Qeotlemao  living  on  the  stage  line, 
whose  voica  had  earrled  the  reduction  from  aloe 
losiSrWkM  peiiMdy  MUppriwd,  be  believed,  ef 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


ft79 


HMiQEr  07  aoKSBmm, 


ommpti^.maMM. 


SutSAmw,  1 


dw  expesMs  tni  \abon  ol  (but  wb»  lifre 
aUiged  to  tnvcl  wreutfaed  rnxl*  wUb  ibeir  awn 

Mr.  PrvKiM,  of  ConMiieut,  dKlared  biii»elf 
of  the  opJBtoo  ihai  ibe  cIIovkimm  {er  p«r  and 
m  (sileage  ooght  to  be  (be  mum.  Tfairt  priMi- 
pi*  bad  bees  lang  Milled,  appro  red,  and  acqui- 
OKted  ID ;  and  he  hoped  woald  not  now  b«  varied. 
He  hoped,  iherefbre,  eeaitemen  voald  noi  be  de- 
leered  froB  yoliag  lot  a  reeoBBideraiioo  of  the 
fbrmerTOieoa  this  point,  bjr  •nj'  eoBiideralioD 
foreign  to  tbe  merits  of  ihequeaiioB.   - 

The  qoatioD  on  reaoDndAraiion  wai  then 
Uken,  and  decided  in  tbe  affirmatlre,  and  iha 
aUowanee  for  mileage  waa  fixed  at  aigbt  ifollan 
fof  every  Iweot;  milai,  bj  m  eo&alderabte  mn- 
>»fity. 

Mr.  STxotBBS  then  toaa  to  make  the  moiioa 
be  bad  inJieated,  to  atnke  oat  tbe  word  eiffbt 
aid  iuaerl  eiz  dollar^  aa  tbednljr  payj  bat  i4a 
notion  waa  deeidad  to  be  oai  of  finder,  the  Hoose 
baviag  alreadT  rioted  lo  insert  the  word  six. 

Some  TBrbal  amendmnits,  InTolriDg  do  priaoi- 
pl«,  bat  which  prodnead  eoDsiderabl«  conrena- 
tioo^  were  ibeo  dii^oied  of. 

TbeqaasiioB  bario;  been  stated,  "  Shall  ibe 
bill  be  eflgroawd  and  read  a  tbtrd  timal"— 

Mr.  SToaas,  of  New  York,  said  be  should 
rote  for  Ibe  bill,  embracing  aa  allowaaeeof  etgfat 
dollars  per  day.  lo  so  doing,  he  sacrifleed^is 
OTrn  opinion,  wbicb  waa  in  farorof  «  higberiwn. 
mwas  ilie  more  indaced,  howercr,  to  agre^  to 
wtefprthoraiaofeightdollard,  because  no  gwi- 
ttoaaan  who  was  of  tbe  committee  wba  reported 
wat  bill  bad  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  a  lower 
ijte  of  allowanee  than  that  now  eiiabtished  by 
me  bUI,  of  eight  dollars  per  day,  and  eiaht  dollaaa 
for  mileage. 

Mr.  RoLMsa,  of  Maamchusetle,  befged  leave 
(o  correct  Ibe  gentleman,  for  be  bad  himself  been 
tn  favor  of  six  dollars  per  day,  and  six  dollerB  for 
tnveUmg  allowanoe. 

After  an  nomccassful  motion,  by  Mr.  Cots,  lo 
^jonrn,  and  an  equally  nasuoeessfol  attempt  by 
Mr.  MoxTOK,  to  hare  tbe  yeas  and  nays  ordared 
00  the  qvesthn^  the  bill  wa*  ordered  to  be  en- 
pomed  for  a  third  readiog  to-morraw,  without  a 

IMVUKHI. 


tbeewf-io  fofoigR  eowirias,  doira  to  tbe  aamc 
period  of  time  ;  and  that  tbe  same  eommiiiee  be 
alBO  inslrucied  to  inquire  into  the  ezMdiener  of 
cauiwg  to  be  printed  tbe  joaroai  of  the  Qenenl 
ConTentiOB  wbicb  framed  the  Ooosiiiutioa  of 
iha  United  States,  and  thai  the  eomniiiee  have 
Inve  to  report  by  bill  or  oiherwise_Mowrt. 
Mbbcbk,  Baldwin,  Fohstth,  Pleasaiitb,  and 
SpBKCBK  were  appoinied  (be  committee. 

On  motion  of  lilr.  P.  p.  BAUaooit,  the  Honse 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  a  report  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Peosiou,  adverse  to  the  prayer  of 
Ibe  petition  of  Edmund  Brooke;  wbicb  repW 
Mr.  B.  moved  to  reverse. 

This  motion  nre  rise  to  coasiderable  debate, 
in  the  conrie  of  wbioh  Mr,  BAaaotw  and  Mr. 
MSBOER  opposed  the  report  anil  Mr.  Rhea  bu»- 
pwted  It.  Tbe  debate  resulted  in  refarri»  tbi 
report  to  a  Commiuae  of  the  Whole  ftir  foFthet 
consideration. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vemwot,  after  obsHvug  th«t  it 
appeared  to  bin  ih«  busiaew  of  the  aeaiiaa  had 
so  far  progKssed  that  tbe  Uotue  ^oold  meat  m 
the  usual  hour  of  eiNOH  instead  of  fttelfle,  made  a 
motion  to  that  efieot. 

ThU  motion  was  oppoaed  by  Messra.  Jobhsok, 
of  Kentucky,  Livuwoma,  MaaDsa,  and  Basi, 
wboattrJbuied  Ibe  traiteual  progrcK  of  buaiBcsi 
■t  the  preMni  sewJOD  to  the  tiaM  whieb  ibat  rale 
allowed  la  the  committees  to  mature  bus  iaesi  for 
be  coosideraiion  of  the  Howe,  &c ;  and  was 
Mpporwd  by  Mr.  aioa,  who  remarked  thai  iba 
House  hadsatlaltr  ineonsequeoeeof  thelateoess 
of  the  bout  of  meeting,  and  that  in  fact  no  lime 
was  gained,  bat  some  tnconvenfence  felt,  from  the 
present  arrangement. 
The  motion  was  finally  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe 

CONTEMPT  OP  THE  HOUSB. 
Mr.  WiLLiiMB,  of  North  Carolina,  rose,  and 
addressed  tbe  Hou!>e  in  the  following  words' 

Mr.  Speaker  I  Uy  before  tbe  Hou,e  a  letter 
addressed  and  delivered  lo  me  by  a  person  called 
Colonel  John  Anderson.  Thatmanbasmisuteo 
me  much.  Wherever  1  am  knowa,  at  ibis  p|ae« 
and  in  the  country  from  wbeaca  I  came,  no  at- 
tempt of  ibe  kiad  would  have  baea  made.  1  feel 
It  a  duty  to  lay  the  Jetier  and  the  statement  ther«< 
on,  made  by  mysdf,  before  the  House.  My  feeU 
lags  are  too  much  exciied,  nor  would  it  tie  mr 
dwy  to  make  any  remarks  on  the  subject.  It  » 
™  "O""  '»  delerroiee  what  shall  be  done. 
Thfl  papm  handed,  by  Mr.  WituiMB  to  the 
Uerk,  were  then  read  as  follows: 

Wasbu«to>,  Jbn.  e,  laiS. 
>  Bib:  I  retam  yon  thanks  tir<lMs|i«Btisa 
an  toy  isluns*  lo  paia  *b  aaaa.  Mr.  Laa 
Hill  hand  yon  aDaH  olaiou  from  the  Birar  Sanaa, 
which  will  pass  thrensh  yonr  hoooisbla  commiRM- 
sad  1  have  a  wish  Ibst  tha  oanduel  ot  tba  BritM  ia 
thstcoQi]ti7ias7benlatadinlaUon  tbeflaotof  Uos* 
xress;  which  will  give  yon  same  troaUe  in  makiac 

-.-.k  Ik  ',  ""  "  """■'   ■"  ■"■""I  ivKinmcr    out  tbs  report,  and  seppsrtiaa  tha  sans.    I  Khk  ■>« 

SJn^iLiRl'?'"""'^!*'!-^''?  Qowo-OMtof    lor«jue.t  that  jou^^,  of^smaTwrn rf 
the  Daued  States  wuh  Uw  Mi«i«««  and  A^ats |fi« hnndiW dfll£Ha,as partH^,fa 


WxDMESDAT,  January  7. 

A  tuessage from  ihe Senate  iaformedlhe House 
Ikftt  Ibe  .Senate  have  paased  bills  Aom  (hi.  n«n» 
of  the  fulowing  titles,  to  wit 
''f'.''^^"""^  Aikmaa,  and  an  act  for  the  "relief 
of  Joel  Karwood;  with  amendmenia.  in  which 
tbey  ask  tbe  coocDrreaee  of  this  House. 

Tbe  aaid  ameadmems  were  read  and  i 


On  motioo  of  Mr.  Maaoaa,  a  committee  was 
appointed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  cana- 
mg  to  be  printed  the  secret  jouraaU  of^  the  pro- 
ceedings of  ihe  Congress  of  the  United  Slates, 
"'y  of  Peace  in  1783,  together 


down  to  the  Tre 
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an 


■OMiri^^ilul 


give  70D ;  Arilt  pfwwnt  'A  tojnaia  to«am  I  Mcvive 
nme  ftDm  OvTCnHwnt.  '  Thk  ii  eoaJUoUial,  thai 
[WI79MI  anA  MB  m^  kMir  uylfaiBg  •boat  it ;  or,  in 
uttaot  wotdi,  I  gin  it«e  ;oa  u  a  i«M  «id  •  wtoBa- 
and  bape  jott  talone  to  tlut  »9tj.  Sir,  riaoold'  it 
h>pfn  ttii  joa-ifill  MtiM^irflfaia  huU  torn,! 
requeat  jon  will  oxciim  net  if  joa  do  sot  aoaapt,  I 
wub  joaMdnpaMafewUnMt  if  jod  M««pl,  Iwi>h 
DO  onMroT.  I  hope  J9^  will  ■••  Jiv  fiMii  on  t^  lub- 
)ect;  th*t it ii lor oilra tioabla.    . 

I  will  make  out  a  (talcment,  atiil  prcMnt  tba  aama. 
to  tho  eoamitlae,  wl^ich  wi^  b*  iDwortad  bj  Clsneral 
Hsmsoti,  ColoDel  Joliiuan>  Mr.  Holbvd,  Mr.  Haigi, 
PoatuiMter  Geaanl,  OoTeroor  Cui'i  raport  aa  eant- 
misrioii«T,aadatl|ara.  Keljin|oDjoDilioaoraatokeep- 
iug  tbb  a  Meret,  and  joni  eitition*  in  pMMUg  tbaae 
clcinta'  ■■  aooD  aa  poaalUe,  I  nMd  not  inform  ;oa, 
ttMt  wo  are  iu  poorniifortunatri  oipKan  cbitdran,  baTing 
no  TejUreaanWioii  id  Oongraaa  to  mnat  loA  on  joar 
boiMraW*  bodj  aa  oar  ^-nardtaiia.    Pardon  tbii  Gbeitj 


iOHN  &MI»BBON. 

Tko  Hob.  Lawia  Wiuiuu. 

After  btEakftat  ttui  maroing,  Qeorge,  a  acTraot, 
came  into  tlio  dining  room,  and  (old  me  that  a  geutle- 
man  wai  in  my  mom  waitingto  aeaine.  lateppedinto 
my  room,  and  Colonel'Jobn  Anderaon  waa  there.  He 
handed  me  a  letter,  obaening  at  the  lame  time,  that 
he  had  pnptred  that  letter  for  me,  and  that,  perhapa, 
it  woofal  raqnira  aoma  npIaBatimi.  I  read  o*ar  Om 
laHer  w^th  atleDlloa ;  ud,  havint  done  ao,  obaerred 
to  Colotiel  JtndnaoB  tt  waa  •  Ten  tnrpiidng  eommn- 
meaxioB.  IlhmatnM  to  Mr.  Wilaon'a  loom.immo- 
dialelj  a^iaiBing  aif  own..  Whauiia  the  act  ofepao- 
ing  my  own  deor,  ha  baggod  I  wovid  not  ahow  the 
letui.  1  made  m»  mly  to  tWa,  but  atapped  hits  Mr. 
WiUon'a  loaa,  and  ^ad  him  to  d»  ma  Um  Aim  to 
walk  into  my  room.  This  Mr.  Wiban  did,  fidlowing 
on  imoMdiBtaly  babiitd  m*.    Aflar  wo  had  got  inte 


t  of  G 


han^d  the  letter  to  Mr.  WUaon,  tod,  oboerving  that 
it  waa  a  Tery  eilraoidinaiy  aanuBBnieatien,  raqiieMad 
hint  to  read  it.  When  Mr.  Wilmn  had  read,  or  waa 
nearly  done  reading,  the  letter,  I  told  Colonel  Andet- 
aon  that  I  rapellac^  with  indignation  and  contempt, 
the  ofler  he  made  to  me  in  the  letter.  Colonel  Ander- 
aon  aaid,  ha  aakad  my  pardon ;  that  it  waa  deiigned 
only  u  a  anall  eampenaatiea  ftv  the  fitra  trooble  he 
expected  l*|t*a  the  Oommillia  ef  Olaima  in  examin- 
ing the  alahba  ftom  Oio  MkAigan  TViitory,  and  ex- 
poeiDg  Iha  eaodDafr  oTHm  BiiliA  darioc  tte  wv ;  that 
It  waa  forMgttftnmhia'lillaallDii'ta  attempt  anythlig 
like  ft  bribe  ;  aai  re;aM>ri  M  to  bum  the  letter,  or 
topveitlehiM.  iMUhiailriieaUdoMllheT;  that 
lut  otbncawaa  WMcdMaUef  aHeh  aal  aonlABDt  Cmw 
give,  and  oidendhuB.lo  lat*a  tbenMOtinalaatly.  CM. 
Anderson  then  begged  pardon,  Utd  aafced  btftaronae* 
with  eieenira  eamaatnaai.  I  told  him  I  wooM  liaU* 
to  none  of  hii  a^ologiaa ;  that  hit  oflence  waa  an  at- 
lad(  upon  the  mtagri^  of  Congrea*  geaetally,  and 
npon  mine  penonally  and  particnlarly ;  that  no  one 
■honld  e*er  bane  my  pardon,  or  expect  my  foigiTetieaa, 
who  ihonid  anppOH  me  capable  of  aach  an  influence 
aa  he  had  attempted  to  ptactiee  npon  me.  Againi  I 
taU  Colonel  Anderaot)  to  laiTe  my  room.  He  ad- 
nnnd  to  Ihedour,  whoia  he  itood  for  aome  time,  en- 


mrioat,  oppeae  (ban  1 
iBSnanea  m^'nwd  ii 


aBthrOOaldnatbategiNn.  He  H 
to  iHini  the  hUer.  or  siTe  it  to  hiai.  I  rallied  Ihu  1. 
■bonld  do  aeiUui,  and  a|w>  oidafed  him  to  bMe  u- 
rooip.  Wheraopwi,  he  ^d  U«va  the  nrom.  Mr.  Wil> 
■00,  efter  talking  «b  tbs  aukjeet  of  the  leUei  for  aqn* 
time,  aaggeated  to  we  the  rroprialy  of  caUieg  in  Mi^. 
William  P.  Macby.  I  etspped  to  hie  room  ;  bat, 
aa  Mr.  William  P.  Maday  wee  not  in,  I  aiked  Mr. 
WiUiam  Maclay,  the  room-mate  of  Mr.  William  P.' 
'Maclay,  to  come  to  my  room.  He  eompGed  with  my 
reqneal;  and.  ahortij  after  he  arriied  in  my  room,  Mr.' 
WlUiam  P.  Maclay  alao  atepped  In.  Theae  gentle- 
men,  MMrib  WilMn,  WiDiam  Maday.  and  WiUhn 
P.  Maday,  ware  in.  ny  nMin  at  the  lima  tike  aervant' 
called  to  Mr.  Wilaon,  and  faid  a  gentleman  waa  beloW' 
widaag  to  aee  hiM.  Mr.  mtaon  wriked  mi  of  the 
-'-  AAerhen 


whahedaaalfaahim;  that  Oehael  AndMaan'a  bwi-^ 
nee*,  waa  4*  obtais  hie  inlBfwian  la  pnt  a  rt^ld 
(urlhei  proc^edinga  on  the  a^jeol  ef  hia  lattac  to  m^, 
Tba  ptaciaf  ce(|«enetiea  between  )Ir.  Wilaon  tat 
Colonel  Andenon  out  be  rahtf4  bj  Uie  fiunv  with; 
ntinntWleiB.      ,  ■„       ■ 

LEWIS  WILLIAJ^ 

SisvAmx7,  1819. 

The  pnpwa  bftnog  beM  rend  lht«ii(h,  Ur.  W. 
Wit.noN,  of  Penwylrawin)  refencd  lo  la  the  abOT» 
namtive,  bnided  in  n«ltt«iieittof  the  Ante  «rMok 
fell  Mder  hie  obeerTniaM.  <iiilril]i  «orroboti(i^ 
iboae  tuied  b^  Mr.  WitxtAMi,  «•  far  aa  thef- 
cMue  voder  tin  obaerwMioa  of  the  fbttter. 

Ur.  FonBr»,«f  OaOi|ia,  mored  that  the  Hoa** 
do  come  to  ibc  following  toaoiation: 

Settlved,  That  the  Weaker  do  iaiBe  fafa  warrant, 
dbeeted  to  the  Bergeant-et-Anoa  atteudingae  Honae, 
eemnaudlBg  hlu  to  take  Hue  outody,  wheterer  to  ha- 
Stand,  the  body  af  John  Anderaoa,andlbeaameb  Ua 
eaalady  to  he«^  enlfeat  to  fte  tuthor  erdec  Md  ditee- 
tiMl  tf  lUa  Howe.  . 

Ur.  UiRBiaoN,  of  Ohio,  me  ift  conieqanii:^!' 
of  hta  name  ba<rtBg  be«B  reftrred  to  in  fSiAoati 
Anderaoa'a  Ifttvr.  -  He  bad  met  with  Colond 
Aoderaon,  be  said,  in'  the  course  of  his  mililwf 
aerrice,  nnd  had  alwtfs  heard  him  regarded  aa  a 
bigbly  mpectabh'  man;  hnd  well  knowing  bit,' 
aerticn,  and  ihe  saflt^ringa  of  his  familr,  daring 
the  tvar,  hi  had  fell  a  w^rm  ioierpst  itt  his  fa*or. 
In  the  conrte  of  ibia  morotDg,  Colonel  AoderMn 
had  B«ni  for  him  and  bisfricnd.  Colonel  Johntoa, ' 
out  of  Ibeflooie,  and,  with  atl  the  agitatiDa  be- 
longiDr  to  terror  or  to  eoDBeiou*  goiit,  had  lo- 
forineJ  them  of  his  hrrieg  done  an  act  which  be 
feaf«d  wonld  be  reifanted,  as  Hr.  H.  was  sure  It  " 
would  by  etery  roemher,  at  ehtling  for  the  »b»m-^  ' 
eat  RDimadreraioD.  They  bad  idRjrmed  him,  - 
Mr.  H.  said,  that  Aef  woald  not  jwiify  bin  con- 
duet;  nor,  were  it  brought  before  the  HoaM, 
flohld  they  say  anything  io  Mtennation  of  it. 
■  Mr.  JOBnaoM,  of  Kentucky,  expreased  bu  ain- 
een  rc^et  on  aceoant  of  the  ocevrrenca  which' 
'bad'JiMWltimi^we,  not  M  «aeomt  of  the  indi'  ' 
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ftied — hut  00  ucwmi  of  the  gesd«B»  from 
orUi  CmoUh*,  wbo,  on  4hi«  MMEim,  htd  ukea 
M  «aiuM  (^ouiwl  t»f  •  j«st  aMne  of  ku  vitiii 
jMBorand  obe^igsU*  of  itiaoffiCuliiplioii'jMd 
Mt  aocMiot  of  th«  •Dfiering  iakiibinuiti  of  DaUoit 
MidUielligMitcaamJly,  Htu  iharrtoald  kaV* 
^jratMtfd  their «oafideDti»  io^  >«iae,  WlMn,  until 
tWi  d*r,  Mr.  J.  Mid,  kc  bad  fcimwlf  trcH  id  fhr 
Mflitit  ruilnaitea.  It  fantt  bir*  been  iitffamjr 
of  motive,  or  tbe  gTo«MSt  iitiloraDCe  of  the  nacnre 
of  l6e  RepreMDEklire  character  that  could  bare 
PTP<lnk;ed  tbn«  nnwamntabte  eoadact. 

Afr.  T&BaT,  of  Cojineclicui,  inquired  wbetber, 
aecording  to  our  forms  of  ptoceti]iiu;s,  and  to  our 
Co)Qsti[Dtioiml  provlsiook  a  general  var rant,  ai 
woponilicould  be  >*°0B<1*    Was  it  not  opnosed, 

...    It^-lf     In     it.    nslilm     In     [he    pniMJ^I  01    CWll 


ul  BMUHeAwithm  bwobMrVaCioD. 
Bit,ilwMOODM  teM'4Mfaij'«tia»aaoibMrwaB 
OMBiBittMl  tgalDM  lb«  privm^  or  digalif  aftbr 
Jtamm^  it  wM'peiAwrn  in  in  pcnrer  tei  b^tue  a 
MlWlt toapprebeud  iM party- ofiniNog. 

Mr.  FoBSiTB  luroed.  to  a  caia  on  record— and 
tieiraaeoriT  there  was  lueh  a  caae  aa  record — 
where  ihts  ptoceediDg  had  taken  ptaee,  in  the 
jmt  i^»5, »  "thicb  klrriw  ii  Jtmd  bad  been  of- 
tn»i  lo-  one  or.mow.  membere.  Mr.  F.  ihenuwr 
ffumad  hiiKiDiioDitaiboiUtms  of  thai  praaedeat, 
■•:aho*a  Biated,  fMin  which  it  bad  be&re  a  liiUe 
mied. 

Mr.  LivaaaoBH,  of  tint  Hamaabiia,  asfatd, 
iofiafDrmaliiw  meKly,  whether  (be  AeiaADWhMh 
the  wairani  wa»  to  be  isf  ard,  ahoold  not  fint  be 
■nbsuniiaied  by  oath.  The  «aieiiM»t  «UM,^i 
kDew,>froi)a  a  ujoei  lefprctable  awfOW)  kut'WM 
nm  ao  o^ih  D«ce«Ba(y  to  jqalifi  lueb  « 

*¥  b*  Sirutw  uid—CeWiDlV'nnt. 

Tlte4HC«liaD  ea  Mr..VoaniWB.  molnHi.  w*v 
tbeo  takea,  decided  in  the  ■ffir^)ati«^«Udeto(hTed 


lf  Uf  warrant  w*  fortl^wiih  iaaved. 

OOMntNeAHpN  TO  MEMBERS. 
Tlie  Older  .of  the  day  being  ^naounced.fox  the 
third  readintf;  of  the  ^ill  on  Cbii  subject,  Mr. 
Habbihon  said,  he  wau  persuaded  ikal  ine  mem- 
bers qf  this  Boute  who  n^^  loted  for  a  compen- 
laiion  Ifeyond  the  ancient  allowance  of  six  dol- 
lars, bad  Toted  undt^r  great  embarrasiment,  press- 
ed as  tbey  were  oe  the  one  hiad  hf  a  sense  of 
duty  and  of  justice,  and  on  the  other  by  iliat  de- 
licacjF  which  mnst  be  felt  when  ibey  were  acting 
as. judges  in  their  own  cause.  He  thouglii,  how- 
ever, that  (bere  was  a, mode  by  which  Uieir  feel- 
ingi  would  be  saved,  aod  which,  jf  adopted, 
would  be  as  bighlv  acceptable  to  the  people  af  il 
would  be  bonoiable  to  their  lepreseaiaiiveD.  ll 
would  evince  a  disinteresiedness  and  magnanim- 
ity whidi  could  not  fail  lo  proHuce  the  moM 
ksppy  eSecis,  aod  fioaJly  fix  the  eumpeoMiioa  ai 
ttie  sum   which   their  .disiatetested   jtidgments 


shoaU  deem  xigbt  Sainf  aijsAed  litu  it  waa  a 
queition  to  be  determiovd  ivkaf  by  feeUiw  thsa 
•fgumeat,  he  w«ald,  aav  noimare,  bA  auEiBil  a 
icaslulWD  ti>: awaaoiii  ikabUTi.wilb  iMtractiom 
to  aitwDid  it  ao  arlo £x  Ika «oapaMaiiDti  far  the 
preeam  CoogMia  U  wx,  AoUan,  and  fsr  Ike  e— w 
IBS  CeBgtMi'Meigbi  dellan. 

0«  edggestim  (tt  Mr.  B1iu.bb,  «f  Soslh  Q*ni- 
ioa,  tbe  qoeatlvD  wu  »t>  dfvMed  as  lo  be  first  ta- 
ken on  reoommitmeot  alratitr,  without  innrae- 
livtn. 

Hf.'  WlLLrAiny  of  North '  Cfarolina,  said,  he 
hoped  tbe  motion  mude  by  the  gentleman  from 
OTiio  would  prevail;  tbe  occurrences  of  ibit 
morning  woald  prerenl  him  from  taktog  so  muctt 
share  in  the  adToc^tjon  of  this  motion  as  he 
would  otherwise  do.  But,  said  be^.ootwitbaland- 
ing  my  iudispMitioo.  uotwithstandlof.  ike  laic 
exciiemeol  of  o^  fealian  I  oMDOt  peraiit  tbk 
.motion  to  be  decided  without  offeriog  my  MmM»M 
ia  tavM  •£  it.  Tkayinniftl  iuBsOi  sew  afler*d 
in  faror  of  the  bill  u,  that  the  depaaaJMi—  of 
moMy  iaakei:i(  Deaassary  to  inereaie  the  com- 
pensation of  membera.  Ob  this  iwMtleiaaa  fact 
be  slated.  During  ifae  period  of  tbe  thirteenth 
Congress,  a  ptopasilitin  was  made  to  Increase  the 
pAf  of  memliei?.  The  reason  assigned  at  that 
lime  in  favor  of  the  motion  was  ooe  of  those  we 
DOW  hear — the  depreciation  of  money.  But  if 
my  recotleciioB  serves  me,  that  propoai lion  m* 
almost  unaoioMusiy  r^'ecied. .  The  depreoiaiioo 
of  money  was,  then  at  Us  baigbt,  if  ike  tana  ea» 
be  applied  to  aueh  a  state  »f  tbusa ;  aod  if  tbe 
depreciation  of  moaey  liad  Ba  e&ai  m  that  de- 
ciwH),  Hifely  it  eau  ka*«  noat*  imw>i  Sioee  thta 
mneyhaaspprtcialcd-- Ike  banbaHOw  pay  ape- 
cie  for  ihair  Boleai  eammfroe  flews  w  iia  orrif- 
nary  ekaBaelsf  ihe-  naeetsatiee  ef  life  »e  l«  be 
pUKhaiM  at  a  efaeaper  rate  than  former)^ ;  end 
in  every  iettptet  the  mMeure  ftCTtr  was  less 
called  fat  «ncr  In  fiVst  agrtatlOik  ibsn  It  is  at  pre- 
seat.  Another  reason  in  fator  of  ircommiiiing 
ihfr  btn  fbp  the  purpose  of  radocing  the  amount 
of  cOmpeusatioD  to  be  allowed  to  dlembers  is, 
ibat  when  the  subject  was  tried  at  the  Srsi  session 
of  ibe  last  Congress,  nun y  gentleneB  conceived  it 
iudfliCBte  to  vole  money  into  th«r  own. pockets; 
BO  one  co^uld  suppose  that  ihc  memp«r>  who 
composed  tbe  House  at  thai  lUke,,  wpuid  rote 
money  inw  Uieir  own  poekete  tka*  Ikey 


itwithataadiag  mf  foU  ewniMtd«flf  ike  dts- 
m<«(es|ied««M  ef  afMif^  geiitfcWMi  M-tMit  oma- 
mot,  Idid  feel  a  dclitMey  .wtkant^t-  whlck 
Binee  would  ban reettkMctd  me  fnm  vDlfog  in 
ikMi  oFifae  pr«posed'  iaereaae.  I  would  ttppose- 
ihe  fwesent  increase  on  the  samt  ground.  Claes- 
cioos  of  this  sort  must  be  determiaed  by  every 
geMleman'a  own  feelings.  What  I  could  do  «n- 
other  might  refuse  ;  and  what  he  could  do  with 
perfect  freedom  I  might  object  to.  The  feelings 
of  s  gentleman  musi  be  his  anly  guide;  and  as 
ibe^  belong  excludvely  to  himself,  no  ooe  has  ■ 
right  to  inierfcie  with  bis  deieiminaubo.  The 
aigument  ]rbieh  has  alijTays  b*efi  eff«¥d  ia  aiip- 
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Mcwihriiriiier^of  it. 
'  piBWitt  Mririe«-wlMs  Ac  «mi- 

I  Wtara  (h«  MUfMIIMltM  U«o1t 
t  tlut  '"''■'Ti  ***'  *>*'  I*)*  8<*'*<' 
■Mr  faa  euwlJawl  the  «av«niiig 


j>f  Uia.MaBirf ,  mr  ^  euwidaivil  the  loirsniiig 
iBoit*».  Hanr  aaob  tUi  will  dttMcrmtia  lk« 
highntautUatniwranM  nganl'lB  vU^  ys- 
lUtotii  Ihbsta  h«t«  wortaM  bdd,  I  «fckU  aw  dow 
VDriMukt  to  inttHm.  Ite  ^bKe  Mrvicfc  tn 
1 ,  ^  twwfcd'  by  *sBM 


ifle*  af  panHMl  hm  ar  iMAfidaat 
SUM.  Widwat  tbUi  wkf  abavM  the  4MnnPMi-. 
^edncM  of  tin  pMou-^IwrniKOt  aai  modffn 
timM  fciaa  «nr  bMi  MMlebMtcdl  I  do  mh 
XM*»  1*  tnpMcb  the  UMivM  of  g«iHle«wi  In' 
vntJiM  toiiliMMU.  Tkvh  nodvei  la  vmiigr  (br 
tUa.lHll,MidaT«r]ratbar  bUI  oa  ibia  toor,  nan 
be  naaaiJaiei  honaaaUp  aad  oatrraa*.  I  oiaaB,. 
tbmteton,  onlr  td-aar,  ttm  ^mtamanwMwma- 
iniaa^Vaataf  A*  UL  ia  AiuoM,  aa  I  thMi,  «ti' 
•ha  aappaatUoaof  a  pwartpla  aiHiwIy  io»«dfi>fci 
auad  tbftt  ia  iti  eaaaaaaonan  for  iba'axeraiae 
of  tfaaa«  Ttrtim  vhfafa  hwm  dat^BaMitd  the 
MwHilpoa  aenrf eneiy  agaiantf  aaaatfr.  I,nr,: 
baaaalMWfa  kaea  iii'Curat  afita  4>lknj  wbw 
tha  4aaMioa  wna.  baaagtat  brfbH<'na'M  lhe>iMt 
aaiiaPBt  aad^laa  at  tka  laaawl  awtoa  of  ibe  latlp 
CoSfKHk  Irwaai^pfoaad'  ta-  Ifca  iaenaae  4t  paf. 
I  aae  al  iw>f>MaaBt<  aattiaa  DO  aiMan  for  ehang- 
ing  tb«^«oia.baratatea  gfran;  tad  I  b«pa  4hatf 
the  bittaQ«wiag  eigbt  iMkia  will  iMneootBtntt- 
tad,  SM'tkeflCpnaa  pttpoat  of^aUowlHg  to  »aM- 
tM»  oa,\f  ■».  TbMB,  wiik  aofae  «b«r  aaaiaikai 
oat  bmtd,  vate-dcttacadd  by  Ut.  W.  ia  oppaai- 
tlBA- 1»  Aa  -blUr'aiid-'ia  fbn*  of' «b*  waammit- 

Ur.  Can,  «f  Cbnrgia,  aaU  ibaE^ha  tm  wh  inl 
.ftaen  of  »  neoBMuiusaat  of  tba  bill,  bat-mnfu 
-lfa»-.r>a<aa«  .awggaafcd  by  aha'  gaattaatan  from 
Morlb  CMsllna.  '  Nor  eoaM  Im  aaaaaiva  upan 
wbai  finvdtatiaa  itaaold  heitgai,—  a.tMaan.M 
Kdaeiag  iba^dailf  parwaisdMlattt  kba(  teiaaia 
itahishai  HanMaa*atinK-vtoa)r'i&t»tMiawn 
ppokcifc  Xbftbet.  bMgiUti:tlMnwaiMw<lil 
anaUhatM4airttB  ib«Mrii!}aat,'tlM  adtwaiaad 
pnMtaiJy  iarttaMma  aiiaaif«D' M'wtieD  tfiiMi 
lafcea  nrt^lbe  fiart  OugaaA  nndaa  tte  GoDMi-> 
mii^.  TheiQBartran  iban  ii^  *ild  Hr.O.jUir 
wa  wentiufpd^tmlg  foatte.fiait-tkRe^a-tfee'aliib- 
|e«t,  wfrat  H^ttia  aaapi^  eaniHaaailatt?  1  bwrd 
»o  mr,  •aidUr.iC.fOCUiBBetuwgadwiih  vfaiteg 
aaaej  iala  Ay  paakak  Sw  t^MMitMioB  **m^ 
Mwa  a  ptof  iH*a  aaaf  ifinr  ■«  id  '^  «>•««&  con- 
maaiiaa ;  aBd,i»flM pa^of  tke «OMitty  wMali 
I  rebtcaaat,ib  U  «spa«ed  that  tba  H^Nwaauatlva 
■at iMpeoabaWll tom  iarneK a «oaifn«aftoj 
aa  ha  0iiBai..naMaaUv  to  reaaiva.  Oatbia-aBtx 
jacii-aaim  all  otben,  Hr.  C-aaid  hvaho^.tt 
aapraaMd  hf  aBC&tlaiiian.aatDa-dif}*  tgit.Toi^ 
tMaaik  aacacdiofr  tn-bia  qw»  opintoB.  HeJftil 
hiiiiaiiff  llaaMnmd  li)  im  iiwiiini||iii,  bf  no  os4 
PMaaipKiaf  pMkm  afiBiaa.<  farkk^  baMidMt 


waa-a  happy  ahhitfcfMttt  that  ha  Miaiamaiff'a 

S)awwh«niha  dacMaaa  af  ihenBhrdi)d«UI- 
Miiaa  af  iaMrtaiian'Waa  oat  of  iha  qtiaatloD.  '<h 
Ual'Stata,  iha  Kepcaaeatatire  kt  the  Lagiilainn 
of  tfaaStataiiaaweni  laaoi  aecordiai;  laUann 
jadgmwK ) aod,^ Mf .  O.  nM,be4id  notttHipoaB 
[bat  ha  WW  teat  to  ibntedr'""  bb*  Maraat 
ptlneiole.  He  ifaould  rota  to  reooaamit  'dw  bU, 
iw  Mid,  OQ  the  (raaad  tbal  tk*  aompuiatioa  It 
alkwed  taai  too  amaU,  in  favat  of  which  poal- 
lioa  In-  «oaU-addiie«  a  graait  aaather  of  feaaoai. 
Heat :  fflfibaia  wan  old  >aad  baokniad,  tt  «>■  UM ; 
thaah&ra  it  waa  oat  MoaNartr  to  go  avar  Utam 
iadaiaiL  Bat  bs  eenatailr thovght  (hMa  Wfy 
jtfoac.  H«  caltad  tipda  'aar  ceuMiaao,  for  la- 
MaasB,  wha'wha-ia  bja  litaMMBiVad,  in  aoda- 
iagjiW  aalWapawMajaritrof  tfaeHoaa^wha- 
llkac  he  waoU  aay  l*at  aia  dottara  per  day  weife 
aaoffieianl  competaatfaa  t    Paidag  owafiieir 


pM  *e  nwrtbara  beyond  the  reach 
of  BzecDtire  ioflaeoce ;  pattiog.asidaihe  «oBri#- 

— -'—  -^" H  low  in  fertttia  sua  hi  t«  be 

haM,  Cat  «B  arc.  aaM  ltfn<jl, 

whether  ibeaa  ba  not  a  tucagtt 'reama  f<rr  M 

iffmeoted  comMMlMian.     I,  raid  hajani «  tmr- 

id  man.    To  he  iota  I  A>  aot'WlHh  tbe  Wblk 

annwrl  ihc  ^olaaf  tar-flMfl)'  i,  bat  if  twai* 

jay. I  did  not  wiah  my  wtfs  tocoiM'Wtlbnib 

Iba  aawiaa,  it  Would  be  'the  aama  aa  iF  t  >imft 

ta  jar-D  am  a^amid  of  aty  wtf>.    UalchB  gat- 

-kaban  aimilarlr  -aitaaiai  ware  prt^aned  t«  Mf 

hia,  haca*M  naiaea  why  thjayabotilllbe  tqatd- 

aiM  M'aUeariM  ibBaawlaaaaiinla  tf  aaiMihiaff 

D'naimaiB'ilKtt  wivai.    ffany  gaotlamaii  tho- 


uldKMka  a  eateBbtloDof  what 
itMentdaott'biHta  bilOK  Ua  wife  h«t«,«ot  er- 
aryaataiaB,  bat  at  avary  (l(h«r-ana$0B-'>i«ld  Aat 
waa  little  aa«mli  ini'all  icoateb'gee'^e  Wandd 
iad  tfaM  MS'datlBaf  bit  day<wdaMtthVFMm  to 
""*-  CakabNi&f  «ha-«oMiMBe«tfoi)ttclMt-d»l- 
Mt  dap,  la  mvmkiH  hnDglof  tUa  wTfe  otdfy 
bia  «o«id  flad,  ttan,  alteripayMg-Wsana 
hM  taaaadjitbaa  «r  a  aMrknt  aud  tbe  iii>t*m  tbat 
^angfafcthela  lHW«jh9waoUha4r«'«itelsa(fl!ate 
par  .»eah  Ut'tar^'.if  ivaMngMr  expettsea.-  "He 
mwMm^.mr-mmtnt^ataimottifte^g,  he  had 
ataokl  mU  o(io«KB<ia  ««M^  wfcafher  six  dtflfkta 
-—"*-  waaiiabyiltiag  ilike'adCftieat  for  that  afr- 
Ai  va%  aftba«*'WMia  hi*  lAttnitMA, 
•aMa-ntak«-at»'illa-iatBd'ie  fntnreMa 
wtf^  la  ahat  hefftaia^ba  ihee  of  itty,  HecMst)  ha 
jeaaaWafcd'Ki:p»t4i«r-ia  ait^ipaHl  fit  w  ao- 
paarattnad.  ThiaaaWtMng,  Uv.'O.  Mtd,mii|it 
appaar'mwalT-hN'lt  wta'D^yei'lhHewtitn.'  A 
faa(le*BD  who  bad-flo  fhiflll]',  wife  or'ehiM, 
wesUattbaaam^nKUmw  a''nriAi>t  «f  thtHy 

-*-" waeb-«H  M*  eMhing*' aad  coatiajiettt ' 

twadihtt.-C.-  aak^i'ttheiberthiawai 
•  aaOeicM  Ar  tha  BtecMafy  expenaaa 
afasy  #MUbau»>*«nnM,  «M»h  be  baped,  Kria 


ibat'ibe  csmpeiMtioa  aoauihedit 

imU«hd  tat  aifDftte  toaa,  buf  eertaia)/ fi» 

nwMia'fcMilri'  Mwt^thefeToreinntiai 
-,  htfrmdM«hi>p(ttb«  aoAiT 
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■WMU  be  iBOieMcd  to  Mn-for  a  ajagle  nMn,  ■nd 
incfthfl  Cat  a  g^ileiBH  who  wilt  briBfi  hia  foaHy 
vilh  him.  Id  MpRtaisr  tbiq  bop^  bft'Mdd,  he 
Aid  another  view.  8»nie  ^9wdtmtu  appdiTBd 
to  be  Tsrf  foad  of  wrriDg  i4'  tbii  Hoaae^Voiii 
ipairiolisft,  paK  paltjoljiin..  If  then  tbOulil  te 
MDy  Kesiiemfta  whg  wiib^,.'"'*'^''!'''*  coastdct- 
«tion,  not  to  Uik«  tiOt  'doUmi,  tit.  C.'withed 
.bim  to  be  aulbof  ized  la  lake  jurt  as  iiiaeb  tan  aa 
be  pl«a«edi  and  Icar*  it  to  tboaaiMo  ven  will- 
.HI8  to  lake  more,  to  fiffbt  it  oat  witk  ibeir  «od- 
i«utBeata.  Mr.  C.  -nid  be  wta  williof  to  Inn 
Ibat  inatler  VtibbueODditiMDU;  ifibeyfacUeMd' 
bim  rigbt,  tbey  wohM  ratorn  bioi  beN  againv;  if 
otberwise,  no  doabt  tbnjr  w«tild  leara  bim  oni, 
and  he  iboold  rMire  to  a  faoaiMa*  wbiab  was  i»- 
fioit^ly  more  profiiabie  to  bim  ihaS'lbM  «f  ale- 
f  iilaior  at  DiaedoHan  per  day. 
.  Tbe  auMtioB  w«a.ibeb  takea  oa  tbe  moiioB  to 
TMpmmit'the  bill,  aiKl'dMided  in  tbe  HgatiT»- 
Ayeconly  47. 

Tbe  bilt  19  &x  tbe  coapeaMiiM  af  Semtsra, 
BcptnenuiiTM,  and  Delegate*  in  Coagi!cu,was 
fbeo  read  athitd  tima  ;  and  iht  cmeatlon  hiring 
>Mi>  'Mivd,  "  Sball.ihe.biU  fn^V? 

Mr.  MoMLBT,  of  GonMOlioui,  Mid  be  did  aot 
liM-ibt  Iba  porpote  of  deUiaing'Abe  Hooae  with 
« tpwoh  an  *b«  pnaeat  hill;  ao  fmr  frota.i(,be 
r^ced  at  >*>*  P>o*P«>i  of  '>»  beiag  diipoaed  of 
Wilboui  «.  protraele*  dabtM,  (ta  be  belierad  mo 
pOMibU  ^Md  couU  txMli.Jnn  it.  Tbe  -aBUMt 
«u  >■  ir<'l  )Hidefai«o4W'it  wm  eaiMbau  Gcn- 
tleoiea  wbo  were  nenbwa  cf  jhe.-iaH.  OaBgaaa 
g^aat  lively  b«  Mli*S<d  witb  tb«:fcNig'atid.iedl- 
fnK.dJKUuipn  wbisb  .then  toek'pUMa;  aad  g»B' 
tlcoieo  now  praaent,  who  wew  iot  tbtn  neB' 
btu,  h«  pta*4ia»ed  were  a*  laaa.faniliH  wUb  4be 
.an^j^t,wd.Mimeor  ibamopefb^pa  w  aiidatio 
ioobiaw.nore  naefitl  ligbt  Md  kaa«la%b  «« 
^'ibuihM#MDfiae4  witbiaibaaawBUa.  B 
wbile  ^  mipiead  M'ihe  pntapecc  af  a  deeiajon  . 
.tbia  vaaliaD  witbautanoibapmMerii  dabate,  be 
ngiwM  eiirvwlr^tbu  tbe  bowRable  gealte- 
oun  fuim  Kauwif  (Ur.  Omma)  ttaosM  Mif- 
pow  that  Ibere  pxiainl  adiipwiliBiiin  ibeHowe 
■tfi  pr<t«a  ibftbill  ibrMWb  wilb-tto-pBatfrteiiiin- 
lioDiaod  witb^u due delibaraiiDo. ,  Un U,  wta- 

Sdcred  tfaepawar.coafi|le<l,.lO  (QangniB  brake 
oufiituioo  of  deUonuMBt  ibe  oaMedbatbui  far 
tbeir  «{*riiCB«  a*  ibe  last. wbiab abonUbeabiufd 


■  thotagb  ft  had 
)d;  ana  inpt»- 


■^d  he  said  be  abouU  b«M»awillingUaar9eB- 

t.tle■n■a  f^gije  biia  Tol«.fa(  a  aompcMtioa  wbieb 
■  ihould  deem '  eilraracaai.  Be  tolcd  for  ihe 
Illaa  reported  by  ihe  comBUllee,  and  he  was 
Mtiafied  with  it  ja  iu  prearai  elate.  A  dollar 
^oreorleat  eouM  aof  gitalilr'aflMt  tke  Treaa- 
TUj,  oot  vary  tbefortgaei  of  ihoie  wko  m^bt  he 
t^^litled  10  receive  it.  And  all  il  mpecU  tboae 
seniUmea  who  aMm  to.tbiib  «ix,dolkM'pec'day 
tb*  Only  Nuiahle^  con^Daauoa  int  .aMtDbersof 
Coii£reM  to  receive  at,aU  um«a  and  under  all 
eircuiiiBtBDee^  h4  tejoiaed,  on  tbeii  aeeouDi,  (bat 
tbe  filiation  iroa).  that  un  rM  h  gmaier,  he- 
cautehonetablegtwilfKipDiBtbflCuaority,Bboakl 
.,»*  biU  .paw,  wo#U  a«  dpitbt  Ael  ' 


nlneb'bouBdby  its  f 

mat  with  iheir  eatire  nppre^tio 

OD  a*  iknanioint  ibooid  ezeeed  wbat,  in 
ikair  c«iiKali«t>, wae  jostand  rigbt.taiMt  be  ibcn 
rsgrel  at  benf^toaaftelled  id  recnve  it. 

lin  DsABA,  ef^Eeniicby,  mm,  in  jntdlcalion 
of  hJanmukiOai  yeMat4ayjthai:drefaiU  bad  been 
hurried  to  Iti'  panags.  -  Me  bad,  be  laid,  done 
wnple  juaiiea  W  iha' HADf^aad  be^wiabed  be 
eoald  mj,  witb  tba  aHne  truth,  that  ibie  Hoiu* 
bad  dpna  Ue  ssroa  Joatle*  to  him.  Bo  &*  from 
ihii,  boweret,  Hr.  O-.taid,  beaarer  wimBmri  ia 
IbU  HetMB  before  ao  graal  a  dagreaef  isdeeonm 
and  impropriety  towardaaoy  member.  He  wiab- 
edavl  to  woDJtd  the  ftaliaga  of  «i]y  one,  but  bt 
IMIM  mwi  ^iaWdly  seatare  tbe  Itaatoieai  ex- 
loBded  i»  bira  yeaterday.  Had  be  beea  ainglol 
Mt  for<rndeacn  br-aoy  imliridaal  meihlMr,  hr 
abouU  haTfr  D»  difianhy  bow  to  pvoceed— mu 
could  ■l*By*  wuiM  man— but  Ami  was  aot  tbe 
caN.  blr.  D'iben  aroeeeded  to  reontrk  on  tbe 
bill  Jiaelf,  and  aaid  ibere  waa  no  good  reaami  for 
iacieaaing  ibc  oampeaaatiDn  ac  ibia  titne,  a,t  ra 
oxlmvagaui  a  rate.  Tha.pica  of  the  depreciatios 
of  monay  waa  maeb  weaker  bow  than  it  wai 
four  or  fiva  yearn  ago,  when  a  propoaitiott  to  i» 
eKaae  tbe-pay  of  ibe  jnembeM  waa  laugbcd  oat 
of  couniesaoaei'andi'fcK'  bii  parl,Ur.  D.  au^ 
be  felt  it  a  gieat  inddieaoy,  baliering-aa  be  did, 
that  it  wan  'vniaeetiarrt<<*  vota-  to  tfaemaelTai 
tbi»  bigb  eompcoauioa.  '  Bix  dollara,  ha  maio- 
^aiiied,  waa  a  saCeMnt  eoatpeBaalioa ;  lad  be 
waa  ititl  of  opiMon  ibM  tbe  poople  woold  not  be 
■atiaftcd  at  tba  pay  being  ramcd  above  that  iDm. 
Mtar  reaeaiiog  nora  at  U#ge  eoma  of  bit  irgo- 
meats  af  fittterda*,  Mr.  D.  uM,  that  he  himaetf 
taptoaen  led  a  people  as  bbetalaod  aa  bigb  mind- 
ad  as  lay  otben  in  tbe  Unioij  aDdfaa  waa  ccttaia 
they  djfffipMKd  an  addition  to  tbe  fiwinereoD- 

Mt.  Sraoiia,  of  HaHMbmwus,  eommcDeed  bis 
icmuks  by  tbe  obaerraiiaB  tbat-  it  waa  enonrt 
ibi  anv  BMO  to  anmrer  for  hia. awn  Mo,  witV 
«at  lakiag  oa  bia  skoolden  ibose  of  oibera  Ha 
regreuad,  ha  itid|  ifaat  the  gaoilamno  fron 
B^nuicky  bad  baaaiti»ec  liaice  intarrapted  in 
biaipatcb  yetcoday,  by  diaeMlee  ia  ibaJrlonM. 
Ha  ragrauedibal  the  gcMleman  bad  deelared  ao, 
and  tbata  true  teportof  bia  ipeeah  bid  gone 
abrofld.  Was  not  this,  bf  r.  B.  aafeed,  a  dianaoe 
to  Ihe  Hoaat?  Waa  it  traa7  Bxetpi  a  Ihtle 
iBUrrnpitW  When  the  genilainba  rose,  by  tba 
caU  6n  Ibe  MNBiioii,  (wbieh  be  planned  it  was 
tba  tight  af:.«Terr«eailBauu«  lo  make.)  Mr.  8. 
said,  tne  -*■-—■ '-''  ■-'-  — ^^^    '-  ->-- 


1  Ud  be«D  antiialy  i: 
fVHwniHmD  vwu -Bndgiiiatiaa.  Not'ooly,  bow* 
«Ter,  wonU  lbe<rapet«  of  yeaieidar^  dabaie  cj^ 
enlale  ihraagh  ihe  pafHTi  bat  of  Mis  day's  niM 
in  wbicb  lb*  etaieiribat. bad  >>md  repeated.  If 
true,  *a^  Mr.  S..  we  ought  to  bear  it ;  if  BOt.  «a 
««gbi  not  to  anbmit  4o  tba  impatatiqo.  Wbat 
u  the  tepFeseniatioQ  wbiefa  gaea  abroad  loibt 
peeple.1  Why,  tbat,  wbilai  MMKiqg  aboal  li- 
log  onr  awM  aomfaasatidniat  a  rata  encrmoatly 
bigb,  aa  ihegestlennft  bad  siaied,. tbia- Hoove  bad 
baaBM.Io*tta«  JMnia-afteowa  dlgohf,  as  not 
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to  nffiBT  m  member  to  •peak  in  opposition  to  it. 
Mr.  8.  WIS  aotwiUioK  that  this  represcDtaiion 
thoold  so  oat  to  the  public  uncoDlradicted. 

Mr..Oaid,of  PeBmrlranoi,  uid,  he  iboRld,  in 
Toting  agaliwt  tbi*  bill,  fbrtiry  binualf  br  >  airoDK 
asboritiFt  wbereh)  m  Imra  tbat  ■  man  who  win 
not  provide  for  hi*  own  household,  is  won*  than 
an  io&del,  wd  om  wbo  dcnici  iba  faith:  Was 
be,  ktt  aaked,  to  ait  here  »ai  destroy  iha  oomfori 
of  bis  own  familr?  If  CoogreM  had,  in  1791, 
ixed  tha<  ooaipeoMtiaii  at  rii  dollan  ptr  dwj, 
vhaathej  vereliviag'io  PfaUadelphia  ataboard 
of'  perhaps  foor  ddters  per  week,  otne  was  cer- 
lainlf  aaimall an  altoWinee  »  oagbl  now  lo  be 
ma<le.  Mr.  O.  atU,  he  ihoald  vote  agnlnit  the 
bill,  beeatise  he  did  not  betieve  he  tbonld  do  him- 
self josiiee  by  lakio^  eight  dollars  per  da;.  If, 
in  ooawqnenee  ef  hn  vote,  the  bill  perebaoBe 
•honW  faiJ,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  could  afford  to  spend 
this  Winter  here  for  nothing ;  Itke  the  old  tcIct* 
■OS  of  ihe  Ravalatton,  they  fiwf  ht  for  nothing, 
said  be,  and  rarely  wa  can  afibrd  to  sit  htn  Sot 
nothing.  If  gentleman  were  conscientiously  to 
examine  and  expreia  ibcir  own  feelings,  direiled 
of  every  estraoaods  eoosideratioo,  Mr.  O.  said, 
.he  was  satisfied  that  there  was  at  this  tUoment 
a  majority  of  the  Houe  who  did  not  think  nine 
dollireperdaytoogreataeolDpensalion.  Would 
K  htmer,  a  hirer  of  laborer*,  expect  men  lo  work 
for  him  for  nothine,  because  he  was  a  great  and 
rich  mnn,  merely  Kr  the  honor  of  being  his  ser- 
ranu?  Cartafniy  not;  nor,  did  Mr.  O.  beliere, 
thai  thepeo[deof  ibeUailed  8 taies  wanted  their 
leprcMaiaiivea  lo  come  hare  nod  work  for  them 
for  noifaintr.  Gentlemen  talked  abont  pnblic 
opinion.  Why,  he  said,  if  you  walk  throngh  a 
meadow,  in  wnioh  there  are  fifty  bullocks  and 
fifty  grasshoppers,  yaa  will  find  the  grasshoppers 
make  the  moat  noise.  Tbi*  was  the  caae  with 
the  public  opinion  they  were  told  of— it  waanot 
the  opinion  of  the  solid  people  of  the  United 
States.  Call  at  the  grogshops,  and  you  may  flad 
it;  hot,  call  at  the  honse  of  a  real  farmer,  who 
earns  bis  bread  by  the  sweat  of  bis  brow,  aad  be 
will  tell  yon  he  wants  no  man  to  come  here  and 
serre  him  for  nothing. 

Mr.  Dbbba  rose,  and  adreried  to  what  had 
fallen  from  Mr.  BrafUKi,  which  he  thotigbt  re- 
quired explanation.  He  wished  lo  kaow  whe- 
ther tbat  gentleman  meant  to  imimate  that  he 
(Mr.  Dbbha)  bad  yesterday  or  to-day  inieniion' 
ally  stated  what  was  not  correctl 

Mr.  StnONO  said,  be  meant  to  state  nothing 
of  the  geottemaa'a  intentions.  He  meant  to  say 
tbat  be  thought  the  Hoose,  on  yestei(|ay,  remark- 
ably attentive  to  the  gentleman's  remarbi,  and 
he  appealed  to  every  other  gentleman  of  the 
Hoose  whether  ibe  faet  was  not  so.  If  ii  was 
ao,  said  Mr.  8.,  onght  we  to  suffer  the  imputa- 
tion to  the  contrary  to  go  forth  7  I  did  not  mean 
to  say,  said  Mr.  8.,  tbat  the  gentleman  said  what 
was  not  true,  bat  that  he  had  stated  what  ap- 
peared to  me  not  lo  be  the  fact. 

The  quention  on  the  pavage  of  the  bill  was 
then  decided,  as  follows  i 

TaAS— Meean.  Abbott^  Adams,  ABen  of  Masaaebn- 


Gnwlbrd,  Crnger,  Colbretli,  Ooshman,  DarHnKtM, 
Drake,  Eade,  BlUcott,  Floyd,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Fnllw, 
Gaga,  Ganiatt,  Hale,  Halt  of  Dataware,  UatJ  of  North 
"      "-     HeAinMT,Hitcho(M9k.Bi>tc,HofaaeaofC(m- 


Lawyn,  Linn,  Little,  Lowudea,  W.  Maolay,  W.  fl 
Maelsy,  McCoy,  Marcbuid,  Muon  of  Massachiuetls. 
Merrill,  Mlddletoo,  Moore,  MoMley.  Jerenoiih  Ndson^ 


Nelson,  T.  M.  NetsoD,  Neabitt,  Orr,  Owra,  Pslnetv 
Partott,  Patlanim,  Fawlint,  Peter,  nidalt,  PitUor 
Plsasanta,  Porter,  Kich,  Richards,  BiDgp>U,  Rolwrt- 
■on  of  Kentucky,  Robertaon  of  Looisjana,.  Rugglas, 
Savige,  SchDjIer,  Scndder,  Settia,  Blocnmb,  Alexander' 


Cuolina,  Folgsr,  HartiMn,  Haabroodc.  Hendheks, 
Herbert,  Hcnick,  H«istei,  HahnM  of  Hissacbiuatta, 
Huntington,  Lewii,  Livermore,  McLute,  Marr,  Mer- 
cer, MiUer,  Morton,  Mnmford,  Marray,  New,  Ogle, 
Eariis,  Poindeitei,  Qoailea,  Keed,  Rhea,  Rosa,  Samp- 
Sawyer,  Shaw,  Sheiwood,  Bilibee,  S.  Smllb,  B. 
_lh,  J.  S.  Smith,  SonOard,  Spencer,  8tn>dier,TaT- 
lar,  TrhaHo,  Toder  of  Sooth  Oaiolina,  Tyler,  Walk* 
of  KentwAy,  WUteaUa,  WiHnKB,  WHtkma  of  Co«- 
UMIinai,  and  WUBarae  of  North  Cartltaa-4fr.    ■ 


80  the  ftitl  was  passed,  (at  etghl  dollars  per  day 
and  eight  deHars  mileagcj  and  sent  to  the  Sea- 
ate  for  eoncurrence, 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

0*  motion  of  Mr.  Pabwa,  of  Haaaabhnscti^ 
the  House  resolved  itself  iato  a  Committee  bf 
the  Whole,  on  ibo  hill  making  furlher  appiopii- 

ioB  for  repaifing  the  pnhlic  Mtildiags. 

Mr.  P.  explained  the  occasion  of  laa  ioitodo^ 
lion  of  the  bill  for  k  pattul  Mpropriatioa,  which 
was  to  cover  arrsMMta  which  reqiurad  paymem, 
and  to  loake  a  partial  appropriaii»a  rorgoiDff.oa 
wiih  ihe  ^worka,  du:.  He  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
for  the  amount  of  appraptiaiion,  aa  iaatroaicd  bf 
the  select  committee,  with  (200^000. 

Mr.  BoRWELL,  of  Virginia,  said  be  shM^ld  ban 
been  much  gratified  to  have  seen  lomeihing  in 
Ihe  shape  of  estimates  to  sustain  this  approfiria- 
tion.  He  adverted  to  the  various  appropriations 
heretofore  made,  and  the  necessity  of  some  defia- 
itive  system  which  should  set  a  limit  to  expendi- 
ture, and  prevent  future  claims  for  arrearages. 

Mr.  PiBBis  said,  in  reply,  that  the  aotaunt  of 
arrearages  was  about  QBD,0Oa.  The  leasan  wtuj 
~~  itimate  was  now  pradueedwas,  lliKi,  at  the 
lession,  a  very  minute  calculation  had  been 
made  of  tbe  necessary  expenditure,  and,  judging 
from  the  President's  house,  (the  cost  ot  which 
had  been  less  than  the  estimate,)  that  calculation 
bad  been  Qncommonly  correct.  The  committae 
had  many  objects  before  them,  on  which  they 
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BMUd  to  pay  ibi  4nefns<t>.  wd  to  neet  ibe«»-    ^"'t*^  »'•'*.  pwroMil  to  U«. 

" ^^:.L  -L^oiJ^ntqeHUT^duriiif  ihe        Ob  BwtMa  af  Ur.  Pmbbu^sb,  tte  aaid  mm-  i 

lUwB  !RW  anmlad  bf  dinniiiK  tha  VKpMf  to 
be  HMk  bjr  iba  CmMMKM  ««   Prime  Lud   i 
Cku'BH. 

Oa  modOB  of  Mr.  Riob,  lb*  nul  NM^Btuw    i 
WW  ihen  futttm  BniMdad,  br  adding  tbaraio  the 
Mlowiog: 

"And  tlM  tba  wid  wwmit>i»  bo  ^m  iiB^iii«»J  b 
iBgaire  into  (h#  orfdlowy  «#  nahMt  pww*i<w  hr  ' 
Uv,  to  eaaUe  panom  >rhaM  Undi  n«r  haw  beM 
■old  foi  the  pojnoat  of  tha  dicoot  Uzi  lo  radoom  Ac 
ume  b;  pkjmg  iDoh  nua  on^.^w  uid  Und*  eluU  W 
jurtjj  cluiged  wilb,  WfoUior  w'"    "^^ ^ 


I  appfo- 

„ ("w^ich  shoutH  fc.  n»qe»«i7  duripf  ih* 

ptcMDi  Mwioo,  before  ihe  Utter  pwi  lof  wbicd  tbe 
MDMal  oppniprifttioii  bill  would  pnbBblf  aat 
OBu.  If  the  eeleat  eommillee  ti«d  pispof  ad  mo 
Cfge  «B  ■n'KipFWtioB  nsw,  oothiog  waa  eaaier, 
if  irentlNMa  oboae,  tbB«  (a  redsoe  iw  BmooBl. 

The  pfppo»ed«mwMO((r«»J  lo,«Bd  the  Com- 
mittee Rwe  mod  reported  (be  biU  to  the  Htmaa; 
and  it  was  ordered  lo  be  eqgnHwd  for  a  thifd 
Tea^iny. 

Tbe  HoDse  then  agaiii  went  iou  b  Commit^e 
ai  (be  Wbole,  ob  [b«  bill  (o  give  efltct  to  tba  j.u- 
djcjal  TMorda  and  ivoeaediD^i  of  ob«  8lU»  w 
fltUer  Statei,  Mr.  Fokbiftv'b  mMipn  >p  Ktilu  ant 
(be  M((M»d  seciioa  beiogaUll  under  ooBiidMa(ioB-<- 

Mr-F.  advocated  bia  o^oa  a(  aome  leogih, 
ID  wbicb  be  wai  briefljr  iupporied  by  Mr.  BvoKsa; 
•nil  tha  naotiaa  was  oppoaed  maah  at  large  by 
-Mr.  Baldwin,  and  ■iippor(ed  at  loine  lensth  by 
Bfr.  LivERHOBB.  At  a  late  boor  before  th£  qnea- 
-tliM  wat  taken,  (be  CoininU<«e  row,  rented  pro- 
l^fM,  iBd  obtained  leare  lo  sjt  agaiq. 

TsnBapAT,  JanBarf  6. 

Ai>A(ber  member,  lo  wil :  frqni  New  Yntk, 
Ili.ri»  A'  OoBBKf  f^pftarcd,  piodMccd  bia  erfftea.- 
Htlt,  WUqWli&M««Bd  look  bia  leat. 

The  GlMauui  iweaented  pMitJant  fnom  landrj 
UbabitanU  of  ibe  Terfltory  of  J|Ii«owi,  praring 
.IMl  the  ^id  Tertii^ry  ma?  be  erected  ioto  a 
Slate,  and  admitted  ioto  ibeUnioii  (  on  aq  equal 
footine  witb  tbe  original  Slates.— Laid  on  the 
Uble. 

Ml.  Plbuantb,  ham  the  CommiKee  on  Ihtal 
Afiiiin,  reported  a  bill  aathoriziBg  Joba  Taylor 
t»  be  placed  on  tbe  liat  of  oory  peneioDen;  wbieb 
vai  read  twice  aod  oommtlted  t«  a  Co^miitve 
•f  ibe  WbBle. 

Oa  iDCKioii  of  Ur.  Limn,  a  oomniillee  waa 
p^Bitd  toiitM<i*iBtot'>"XP;^>'i><T°f  ^"*^'' 

abr  law,  a  aaadard  of  weights  aod  meaturet ; 
MMsta.  Liiur,  PiTBiN,  Sbtbbst,  Ldwhi»b, 
And  OooBK,  wereappoiated  tbe  eommillee. 

Tbe  following  reiolmiDB  aubmitted  by  Mr. 
WaLKEK,  of  North  Carollaa,  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table : 

JIcmIik^  Tbat  it  ia  expedient  to  ioqoiie  whelbai 
anji  and  if  anj,  what  alteration  ia  neceaaaiy  in  tbe 
■eraral  lawa  now  in  force,  to  make  a  Anther  proviwon 
Ibr  Oa  pnipeae  of  laioing  warranta  to  the  aoldiera  of 
tta  lale  Armj  of  the  United  Statu,  in  order  to  obtain 
their  patenta'fbr  thrir  mllitBij  boanty  landi,  promiaad 
|D  IhaB  at  thair  enUatment  ]  and  tbat  thia  aubject  be 
aabmlttad  Id  the  OaBniMMa  on  MiUtaiy  AfiUra. 

Mr.  LiTEBHORE  submitted  the  following  reso- 
ntion : 

Sttohtd,  Thai  die  CooiDiitlee  on  Frlrate  Land 
Clatnia  b«  inatraeted  to  inquire,  whether,  in  anj  caae, 
flmbeftime  than  ia  alreao;  preacribed  by  law  ODSht 


Tbe  letolniioB  waa  then  agreed  loaa  aoaaBdid 

Au  ei^roeaed  biU,  antiiied  ^'Ad  act  ■»!«■( 
further  prorialnt  tm  NMuing  iJM  piihUa  bvi» 
ion,"  waa  rend  tbe  thtia  lima  and  faiacd. 

A  mesaage  from  tbe  GleaMe  iDfotmcd  the  Hoobc 
that  the  Senate  hay&pBnad  biUa  of  tbe  fgUowinf 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  aet  to  pmida  for  payMg  to 
the  Stale  of  Indiana  three  par  aaal.  of  iba  dm 
oEoeeeds,  arising  from  the  aalaa  «f  tbe  United 
Statea'  landa  wi4biii  the  stOH  i  "An  net  la  allow 
the  benefit  of  drfwbaek  on  merohaodiae  traaa- 
ported  by  land  coo  veyanoe,  from  Briatol  to  Boatoa, 
and  front  Bosioq  toBrialol,  in  like  manMr  aa  if  (be 
aame  were  itaoapoitedcoBaiwiiei"  iiB  wiuah  biJb 
tbcy  Bik  (he  oononrieoce  of  thia  Hoiitt. 

The  fiisl  of  the  aaid  biUa  from  tb«  Smaie  waa 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  C<HBmi(ieawi  tbe 
Public  Landa. 

The  last  ra^aiioD^  bill  fr«m  ihe  Senale  vaa 
read  twiee,  aod  tafwt-ed  lo  (be  ConuiUMe  of 
Ways  and  Meant. 

OAflB  or  COLOPIBL  ANDEH80N. 
Thi  Speu^b  having  apprized  the  Qauae  (bat 
the  Seryeani-at-Arins  had  (akeo  the  body  of  John 
Anderson,  pursuant  to  the  warrant  to  him  direct- 
ed, and  held  bim  in  custody,  Mr.  FoBBrTH,  of 
Getrrgia.  submitted  for  consideration  the  fellow- 

Raohcd,  That  a  CannuUeeof  Pdnlapw,  to  con- 
membara,  ba  f^MMMed,  and  tlwt  Ibaaakl 


:n)tody  yesterday  by  order  of  the  Houaei  and  (hat 
the  aame  oommittee  bate  leave  lo  ait  inmedUtaly. 

Mr.  Be£OBER,  of  Ohio,  rose  \n  MpwitioB  to 
this  ptoceediug.  The  ooeaoe  of  itia  man,  in 
every  aeoae  bi)(  a  legal  one,  be  was  u(  difpeaed 
(0  deny.  But  it  waa  another  question,  whether 
the  House  was  justified  in  tbe  course  it  waa  aboa( 
to  puraue.  Was  aov  au(borilF  tbereior  given  in 
(he  CDnstituiion  1  None.  Was  any  law  to  be 
found  on  tbe  statute-book  giving  ill  None.  The 
mode  of  punishing  bilbery  was,  to  resort  to  a 
court  of  justice,  aod  (here  only  could  it  be  pun- 
ished. In  this  House^he  said,  it  waa  (BWMaible 
to  proceed  correctly  in  a  trial  fpr  an  offeaw  of 
(his  character;  and  the  (rouble  proeeedings  ef 
thiA  kind  would  msmf  9n  the  Mouai^  and  the 
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nil  of  delsf'  (b«f  VmM  whm  ia  ibfir  otdinwy 
IwUktire  bating  nffoMled  lUOBg  raunn*,  if 
DChan  ware  wapiioft  to  eoDMtJt  tbfii  ««tb»ntr, 
aad  w«  wIkUih  w  hci  Uu  House  yoEit— nd  tnr 
•otboritT  to  »ci  (»  ihe  MM.  Tha  fifth  sealwo 
of  tlte  am  utiele  »f  tba  Ceutituiiga,  he  uid, 
proriite4  ih*x  c«cl>  Hoou  miffht  iletnmin*  the 
ittlu  of  iu  aivB  ivoceedina  i  ovi  no  part  of  the 
CaiiBtilHlioft^»(D  t^HiasM  Mtthorit;  to  u- 
>«*t  mai  bcinf  formr4  uij  iodividaal  ittt  ugt- 


piopei  eoadvat  u*  wt  iHiDbef  of  thia  Haom- 
Tbe  cwrb  of  tke  oonntrf  bad  mada,  io  ibaii 
■ivciMC,  wbai  ia  palled  a  connoD  |aw|  faiit,Mr. 
B.  mM,  if  Ibere  exialad  anp  eoninw  law  Io  ju- 
tifjr  tbate  |>roc««diag*  of  tha  iJooae,  it  wat  nn- 
■noVB  10  biia.  Tha  gieat  powan  SMUnwd  b; 
^e  Pailiaawal  of  Qiaat  Britata  ia  tbu  reapaei, 
bad  baap  a  nailer  of  great  eomphtuit  in  that 
«oaDU)r  i  itod  be  praiiMwd  it  nould  not  be  am- 
unded  ibat  tbe  p«aeiioe  of  ihai  bod^  wai  to  form 
a  ruie  of  ooadHct  for  thU  Uoow.  Naither,  Hi 
B.  aaid^did  ba  think  ituaaatial  that  ibia  Haua 
chould  poHca*  iba  powai  of  armtin  and  brity- 
log  iadiiidualiio  trii^  bafora  ai^  i^e  coarU  of 
juavicc  bauig  opw  |o  puMeenUoa  aod  redrtaa  for 
any  iajoiy  of  iW  sori.  The  Houae,  m  aojr  other 
lecMlattva  body,  poaMaaed  inbatcaily  ifac  pover 
tfl  pfotact  iwlf  fron  iadeowan  and  iaauUi  but 
it  bad  Dv  power  lo  owifiBfl  ud  coHimit  indiTida- 
rIb  for  apta.doaa  alMwhere.  He  did  not  believe 
Ihe  Hoiw  pMaeuad  ambotiiy  to  arraft  ap  iodi 
ridual  ia  ittu  aaae,  anf  norc  tbaa  far  an  aanu' 
and  bHUarr  an  a  n«»ber  at  anr  diataoee  from 
lj(e  Seat  ot  Ooveroqwot— a  power  wbioh,be  eo«- 
leAded,  ibe  House  did  not  poiaeM.  In  anothar 
.^t  «f.  tba  CoyitiMiiaa,  ba  aaid,  pacttenlar  jh>«- 
ikgea  wera  acnorded  to  iq«iabtr«;  aud  the  enM- 
pkeiation  of  pauiculv  powan,  in  aay  iDriruipait 
of  tbai  ohancCfr,  waaaB.exaiwioftof  aliotbaft. 
For  oibat  iojuries  leceiTedi  tban  thow  ia  viola- 
tion  of  Ibat  clauia  of  tba  CoaalilDlioBi  Hf.  B. 
swd,  aeinhws  hare  ibeaasiemJreMaaaajr^ibar 
iodividiiala.  Mr.B.wd,  hedid  not  beliere  tbe 
Hooea  oifgbi  to  bft*a  Ui«  pewer  it  mvt  alMUt  to 
exeraiafl;  tfaa  CopflitutioD  fa«d  not  girea  Ibe 
Houaa  a#f  ■*>c'>  fxiwari  noi  bad  ii  beea  eonforred 
iH»Bth«aby«ai'Iaw. 

Ur.roapTTa  aaid,  if  the  potiiioa  of  the  gen- 
tlamei)  waasornci,  [be  Hmim  bad  alraa^r  Tifh 
J«(ed  t^  ConetilBUOQ-  Tbe  object  of  tba  pco- 
poaedaivoiBtBMaiof  aoomiaiitee  qfna  taiMUiK 
bow  Ibe  HoOH  «a^t  sow  to  prooeed.  II  ibe 
•ovniUaacimiHW  wiib  ibegeuUiaan  from  Ohio. 
tb«y  would  r^wf  Uu^t  tbe  individnal  new  in 
CD*iody  oagbt  to  be  diadbarged ;  if  otberwiae, 
tbey  would  ispoft  what  furtbai  aouiae  ibeHoiua 
«ugbt  to  pttTiBC.  But,  Mr.  F.  said,  R4Ditttii)g 
that  ail  the  gantleBiBa  had  said  waa  Irw,  it  waa 
BO  reasoB  wby  thie  comaittee  ihould  not  be  ap* 
pointed.  Mr.  F>  did  not  with  to  be  aadenlMd 
aa  douhfiog  ibapawer  of  the  Hooae.  beoaua  be 
believed  it  hf.i  fall  power  lo  prooeedi  and  be 
kiww  ibai  ibis  Hoaae  «ad  tbe  other  MaBi)h  of 
tbe  X><sialBU»a  bad,  ia  othai  eaaea,  «i;ewi>«d 
aiaVUr  pewia,  Ustil  be  wap  ««BTioced,  by  h1- 
«Bn  iavaatigatioB,  that  tbe  Hauw4id  liot  tVnvMsi 


»«f]|. 


Iha'powar,  he  would  B«t,  for  :itBt,^  c«AaeDt  U>  nt- 
fratn  fron  iia  cxaMiM  in  tbe  praatM  eaaa. 

Ur.  LfTBBJiomc,  of  New  Hanpibire,  hoped,  he 
■aid,  that  but  ouo  raaelatioB  wonld  pM>  the 
HoDie  OB  this  occatioD,  and  tbat  Ibis  one  aUwJri 
be,  that  Joba  AsdeiaoB  be  .diiehargffd.  Firai,he 
Mid,  00  aocflOBt  of  tbe  irraguUritjr  of  the  pro- 
ceeding in  tha  fint  inalaw*.  Our  utoat,  Mid  be, 
of  ConaseaBional  prlrilcgM,  appear  (»  rest  ob  «« 
kaowladga  af  Briliah  FarUaneDywy  piirilwea; 
wbioh,beeoiKtived,«aM  wiMr  dimnct iBthau 
aaturta.  b  ChaM  firitaiathalUgtalBtqu  mi- 
MWfs  all  peiwci ;  and  aloaoet  every  m*  of  tha 
Parliameai  baeontna  part  of  ibe  CoaatiiMioB  «f 
the  land.  Thai  ii  aa  Balimited  I^gialatvrt.  The 
Coograai  of  the  Duited  StaWa,  ba  aaid,  waa  ^- 
feraoily  ooBititBiad.  Ib  aeaaeof  tbi*  kiodoeeor- 
ring  in  Qreat  firitaio,  aa  eaib  wo«ld  not  be  m- 
^uired ;  bfll,  aaid  Mr- 1^  we  ere,  in  lUt  reapMt, 
reatrMttd  in  oqr  power  by  tbe  expn«  daelaralatB 
in  tha  ConatitnlioB,  that  oo  warrant  abaU  loatte 
except  awMUBed  by  aatb.  Thia  pravteioa,  be 
laid,  being  e^ataioed  in  tbe  fourth  nri.iale  of  t^e 
ameodaaania  to  iba  CoBeiiiaiioBi  bad  vote  weight 
with  him  than  if  eontained  in  tba  ongiBal  uulBii- 
mwi,b«vi«gbten  theeeaiiliof  tbeaiW-ibMcht 
and  nature  daliberaiioB  «f  Ihe  Balioo.  Far  be 
it  from  bim,  Mr.  L.  aaid,  lo  a«M«at  that  fall 
faith  abonid  not  be  given  to  anytStog  advanaad 
by  the  banoiiabte  nwiaber  from  North  CaroUpa; 
a*  a  man  ba  believvd  bim  impliaitly,  but  aa  a 
vpobrr  not  at  bII^ao  more  thao,  as  a  judga^be 
would  beltcvt  a  man  ia  cmui  wi(bOBl  an  oath. 
Tbe  word  of  iba  Chief  juali«e  of  lbs  United 
Slate*  biaaealf  wouU  not  be  lakQii  in  etnvt  be- 
«ap(  «B  oatb.  Mr.  h-  «aid  be  gfeaily  reapaotBd 
tbe  gentlentao  he  had  referred  to,  bat  be  did  not 
«anetd«r  (he  HcHia*  at  Ithtny  tv  lafca.aitie^wbiQh 
would  oofliptoiniLlbamaaoednMiBibBUBitcd 
Siatfii,  eiieapt  an  the  oitbof  hi*  MawHr.  Bf- 
•ides,  (Aid  Ur  U,  we  have  nowdharity  smc 
John  Aadeiaan,  MiatilllBC  iba  ohaase  tigainat 
lu9i  <o  be  Mbataniiatad.  Then  w  bo  aMMut*  »f 
liie  Qnilcd  8uta«,  ihoush  there  aw  ia  moat  of 
lheindividBaiSiatea„4Ma(riBghriberf  aBioSNMa. 
Far  beitfiom  ma  to  ooaiend  ibai  tbi*  bodyaaai- 
aot  ptotaot  it*elf  i  that  we  .«a«  do  by  our  mm 
rulea  and  lagulaiiiOM,  b«  wa-aaiBBOt  «Xi(e»d  A    " 


beyond  tbe  *Mge  of  Ibis  Houae.    Tha  Soigc 
Urhttm  micht  command  tbe  whole  nuL. .. 
force  of  the  Uniied  aiaiaa,  ootild  it  pMsibly  he- 


loigcaal- 
nuiMar 


oeces»ry,  to  put  oat  of  thia  Umim  a  n 
dietaibiog  it*  peape,  Ur.  L.  aaid,  be  iknew  rtry 
well  ibsta  wa*  •  pcepcdeot  oQ  leooid  of  a  oeuie 
similai  (o  thai  now  proposed}  and  be  alao  kaav 
i|iat  ibe  mo»t  araiaeat  men  of  the  Uoiiad  Stataa 


dewBcaud  that  deniaion  wbeo  it  took  place. 
Mr  hen  toe  Milgeot  waa  before  the  CeBgWM^  in 
1800,  be  believed  thoae  wbnfavoted  the  pnweed- 
ing  suataiBed  ibemiwtve*  oa  the  aoihority  of  lh|e 
practice  of  tba  Brilish  Parlianwafi  Ibef  were  a 
high-haode^  party  majority,  full  of  British  »•- 
[ieD*,aBd  fond  ofBriliabprecedeni*.  Thoaawho 
were  oppoeed  to  that  courte  ware  the  whote  bodf 
of  tba  Kepublicaa  membete,  wiib  the  greai  J«t 
fe»aaattbeicbMd>    H.r.L.>qp*d,baMpt»l«d, 
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dimt  but  oa«  TMOtnttDD  woald  pasR  on  ibis  oe«a- 
■ioD  ;  nd  that  ii  ihotild  be,  that  the  wrrraat  for 
tba  ivpreheDsion  of  JohD  Avdcrton  hsd  been 
JRegniarlf  aud  improperly  issocd,  lad  tbrnt  be  be 
iberefore  forihwilb  discharged. 

Mr.  TcDUH,  of  Virginia,  (aid  be  should  noi 
do  hit  duty,  if  he  did  not,  on  the  preseac  ques- 
tion, give  the  geDilemao  from  Georgia  hii  heariy 
rapport ;  not  that  be  was  certain  be  thoald  give 
him  the  KanM  inppoit  in  ill  his  riewa  of  this 
snbjeci.  The  propsf  course,  io  the  opinion  of 
Ur.  Ti  w«tild  be,  to  provide  by  «  gewenil  law  for 
the  punishment  of  coatempts  igtiBst  «liher  House 
of'  (JMigren;  but,  he  asked,  wa>it  not  the  doty 
of  the  Hbom  on  ibis,  and  on  every  other  ocea- 
iioD.  to  deliberate  in  that  minner  wliicb  aflbrded 
ibe  Dest  liKhta  on  any  eubjeci,  aod  which  ii^ be- 
came the  dignity  of  the  House  to  pursue  1  'No 
natter  ho-wlicbi  the  subject  might  be  that  was 
proposed  to  the  consideration  oilfae  House,  be 
■hoDld  net  ohoose  to  act  on  it,  wtthom  calliDz  oii 
aome  committee  of  ibe  House  to  take  it  into  their 
particnUt  eonu deration,  aod  to  produce  a  clear 
asd  connected  view  of  it.  And  was  this  an  oe- 
«a«ioa  on  which,  by  a  hasty  procedure,  to  depart 
fiMa  that  course?  Would  the  House  at  once 
declaie  that  ita  members  might  be  approached  by 
the  Tilest  miaoreanti  on  ibe  foce  of  the  gtobe, 
and  ibat  it  ooutd  take  no  step*  lo  protect  their 
rigbta?  Is  any  member  pre[«red  to  say,  ifasi 
ihare  exists  in  thii  House  no  power  to  repel  the 
anpioacfaes  of  bribery  and  eormption  1  The 
Constitution  creating  this  body  is  a  dead  letter — 
'»  mate  waste  paper~-said  Mr.  T.,  if  we  have 
■0  power  10  protect  ourselves  from  violence  of 
this  deicripiioo  iit  the  eiercise  of  oor  duties. 
That  part  of  the  Consiitutioo  givlog  to  Ci>n- 
greas  all  poww  necessary  to  carry  into  eSeet  the 
odtgaied  powers,  has  no  value,  if  it  does  not  np- 
plf  to  the  prcaoDt  ease.  For  bis  part,  Mr.  T, 
•Rid,  he  had  no  manner  of  doabi  as  to  ibe  power 
of  tnis  HoBse  to  protect  itself,  and  none  of  the 
azpediency  of  the  courae  now  proposed.  Bui, 
at  the  same  time,  be  doubled  the  propriety  of 
aafferinf  the  taws  to  remain  ia  their  present  sii- 
tiation,  10  as  to  onnpel  the  Honse  lo  act  in  this 

S,  Until  a  general  law  should  pass,  Mr.  T. 
,  he  bad  no  doabl  the  House  bad  the  power 
within  Itself  to  punish  any  person  who  shonld 
aMeupt  to  bribe  one  of  its  memben.  The  proper 
eourse,  he  conceived  would  be,  warned  by  tliis 
iaaidsnt,  lo  appoint  a  committee  to  report  a  hilt 
to  punish  snca  offences,  &c.  He  should  not 
«MBmit  bieoself  at  present  as  to  the  final  coarse 
Am  the  House  ;  but  it  appeared  to  bim  that  every 
member,  from  the  necessity  the  House  was  under 
«f  protecting  itself,  would  wish  to  see  that  course 
puraned  which  woold  best  promote  a  due  cod- 
aidetaiion  of  the  subject-'Wbich  was  the  usual 
proCesi  of  referring  the  subject  to  a  committee. 
Ur.UoPKiitsoi),  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  in  sup- 
pwt  of  the  profMsitioD  before  the  House.  TItis 
question,  he  aaid,  was  not  a  new  one ;  it  had 
been  hereltrfbie  aolemnly  debated  and  adjudged; 
«nd  atl  the  objeations  now  eaiwesscd  had  been 
faresght  fbrwnd  In  tbrir  greaieat  force,  without- 


effect;  and  the  preeedent  then  estabHsfatd  waa 
entitled  lo  respect.  In  that  ease  to  which  h« 
referred,  it  was  well  known  a  full  opponaaity- 
was  given  fer  the  freest  diseussion;  the  parties 
arraigned  at  the  bar  haviog  been  tuard  by  rheii 
counsel  on  this  qnesiion.  Bat,  Mr  H.  said,  tba 
weight  of  that  precedent  was  attempted  to  be 
destroyed  in  a  roost  extraordinaiT  nrenner  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampahire,  who 
had  intimated  that  the  Hoose  at  that  day  did  not 
decide  theqnesiion  on  a  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  CoDstitDlloo,  but  on  parly  princi- 
ples. Mr.  H.  beeged  the  gentleman  from  Ne« 
Hampshire  to  lell  the  House  how  he  knew  the 
motives  of  the  members  of  that  Congress  ;  bow 
he  acquired  the  power  to  enter  their  hearts,  aod 
see  thai  they  did  not  decide  this  qn««tioD  od  oar 
own  Uw^  but  on  ihote  «f  a  foreign  eoaatijt 
Why  did  he  seek  lo  condemn  them  and  tfan 
decision,  by  a  sort  of  attusioti,  whieh,  iUr.  H. 
said,  as  an  argument,  irould  not  be  listened  to  on 
ibis  floor?  That  respectable  and  enlightened 
Coogress,  Mt.  H.  said,  had  decided  the  qucKiion 
before  Ibem  on  the  principles  of  our  own  Con- 
siiiution  and  law;  if  their  decision  was  corrtdi- 
orated  by  the  praeiiee  of  the  Legislating  of  any 
other  country,  there  was  noihiuK  in  that  eircura- 
slance  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  precedeoL 
But  the  Repnbtican  members  opmaed  that  de- 
cision 1  Are  questions  of  this  sort,  Mr.  H.  asked, 
10  be  decided  by  the  particular  political  denom- 
inations of  thoee  who  roled pro  or eeitP  lathat 
to  be  the  rule  by  whieh  decisions  on  such  ques- 
tions are  to  be  reeeired  or  regarded  at  ptece- 
dents'?  If  BO,  as  gentlemen  look  ibe  liberty 
sometimes  of  exchanging  sides  ia  polilies,  that 
which  was  law  to-day  might  not  he  to-morrow  ; 
and  the  qnestion  would  he  fonver  naseliled. 
The  qnestion  now  raised,  Mr.  R,  conaidered  as 
having  heen  decided  by  en  authority  which 
though  not  decisive,  was  yet  enittled  to  the  high- 
est respect,  aod  ought  to  be  respected.  The  oh- 
serTationt  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
ihire  having  been  ditpostd  of,  which  ought  never 
:o  have  been  made,  Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  notice 
soma  other  views  which  bad  been  thrown  out. 
it  bad  been  objected  to  the  legality  of  the  proce- 
dote,  that  the  statement  on  whieh  the  warrant 
8  founded,  was  not  on  oath.    Was  not  rhe 

3reseniation  of  a  member  of  this  House,  be 
ed,  a  sufficient  ground  of  pneeediag?  The 
character  of  this  House  most  be  sank  to  a  low 
ebb,  if  the  representatiom  of  iis  menbera  were 
lot  lo  be  received  as  true.  Ia  Ibe  case  of  Ran- 
lall  and  Whitney,  thl  proeeei^ings  of  the  Hoose 
had  been  similar  to  those  of  ibis  day;  informa- 
tion of  the  facta  was  given  bv  members  in  their 
places,  and  the  House  proceeded,  as  in  the  pree- 
ent  case,  without  calling  on  the  members  to  take 
the  book  and  testify  thai  what  they  had  listed 
irue.  In  such  eases,  said  Mr.  H.,  we  have 
been  guided  by  precedent,  and  we  have 
r  right.  But,  it  was  Htd  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  found  in 
the  CoMtituiiontoJDsttfytbiBproceeding.  When, 
Hf.  H.  said,  iha  CoaHitution  gave  being  to  this 
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body,'  i(  frte  to  it  every  altrilwr*  BCcetMr^  U> 
iisseeurilf  anr^to  iu  pnricr.  Theeoorts  ofjin- 
ii«e,  wh{eb  bad  teen  ihealioaei,  do  eXCTCiHe  tim- 
ilir  power;  any  aiietnpt  to  olHtiiiel  ttie  diib 
eoorse  of  justice,  or  to  corrapt  its  soofte,  ft  an 
offence  paoishabte  in  t  sDininavr  tnaaner.-  It 
was  cqmlir  tecttmrj  «iieh  a  pomtr  abonld  re- 
side ID  this  Hoose^  Deeaiistf,  if  perron?  banginj; 
ftboui  Ms  ball,  wiih  their  private  claitns,  and 
bercttitt^ifce  jitalht  of  tbe  members,  oSeiiDg-tbem 
bribes  for  tbejr  totes  and  infloence,  were  to  bv 
referred  to  ihfe  eowtE  of  JDsiice  tbr  (lieir  punisb- 
ment,  liwre  was  do proleetioa  for  the  independ- 
ence, none  for  the  feetingg,  nooeror  the  character 
of  thts  House.  If  W«  are  earefal  that  the  laws 
be  pDTelf'ridHfiDiateMd,'»i^hl  we  not  to  be^qaal- 
If  so  that  tfaef  are  pDrely  made  ?  Is  the  juror 
who  adntBTBiera  ibe  law  to  bare  protection,  and 
tile  legislator  wb«  makes  tbe  l^w  to  bare  dodcI 
That  the  coarla  bmve  ihe  power  to  pnnish  con- 
tempia.  isk  matter,  »aid'Mr.  H.,  which  eoold  not 
be  doubled  here';  and  that  the  Legislaiure  [ms- 
Mssea  ibe  sam^  power,  was  to  him  clear,  and  for 
tbe  same  revson.  Adrenin^  to  the  provision  of 
tha  ConBtltotion,  which  privileged  members  of 
Cottgresa  from  arrest  daring  their  ailendaBCe  at 
the  sMaian  of  tbeir  reapeciive  Houses,  and  on 
goinc  to  and  retnmiDg  from  Ihe  same;  If  tbe 
gentleman  will  tie  ns  dQwB  to  tbe  letter  of  ihe 
Censtitntisn,  said  Hr.  H.,  bow  wonM  he  tianisb 
a  man  wfco  abotttd  antai  a  member  contrarf  to 
tb»  pronkMnl  Would  be  «»  him  at  law? 
And  where  do  jrA)  find  in  the  ConstintloD  any- 
tbJBg  bjr  wbinh  yon  ahall  know  ft«io  to  proceed 
(a  puniah  him?  W«vM  not  tbe  geatleman  do  It 
inibe  way  io  wbinli  we  ar«  goin^oBl  And 
wl>y9  Becane,  said  he;  we  posten  tbe  nower 
lo  protect  oanelraB  in  iha  etereise  »f  oUr  amies. 
How  wmU  tha^geattaman  ^woeediaitre  eate  of 
the  arrest  of  kimself  and  half  a  dozen  of  mem' 
ben,  wboaa  Totaa  wotrid  nrn  (be  aoale  fta  t  peod- 
iD^qaastiab'OfthehigfcBitmotmentT  Oiseiarve 
the  meab«r«,  and  they  might  be  anaated  agktn, 
if  thaPB  waa  ao  raaaiBaFy  proeesa  afaioat  the 
off^der.  iftber*  waa  no  Mdraaa  is  anch  a  aase, 
bni  to  ran  ibc  pefaon  AffendtMF  o*er  to  soil  or  to 
indietaneat in  lae  nonrta,  tbeCoaatiiattoitat'^o- 
Tishm  was  a  meM  illlialeB.'BMgaBil«ntD  tbem- 
selvea  did  iM  agtrae.  Om,  satd  he, -refera  (be 
Haasafar  Mdien  erf  ibeir  compbritt  ia  tbe  praa- 
enPoaae  Wtba  nooMa  of  jntioai|  the. other  aaya 
that  bribery  ia  bo  oAnee,  there  beiag  no  law  'to 
pnatifa  it;  of  conna  the  aflartaave  not  open  to 
tbe  complainant.  So  that,  beiwean  them.  Con- 
gress is  u)  a  attaaga  predioanHnt.  Wa  are,  witb- 
oni  remedy,  at  tbe  merer  of  every  ia&moas  man, 
who  ia  4ispCB«d,  either  for  tba  porpose  of  prtrate 
malice  or -penonel  emolomeat,  to  play  off  his 
arte  i«aiast  tba  RtfraMnuiiTes  or  the  people. 
Mr.  H.  aoBcladcd  by  aaying  that  he  hoped  the 
HiMita  wauld  deetdatha^  itnad  lb«'  powar,  not 


sbiti^  bad  AlIeQ  into  isregard  to  the  precedeoico 
which  be  had  referred.  That  precedent  was 
found  TO  the  Journal  of  ihe  year  1795,  before  tbe 
difisMHi  of  partin,  which  has  siitee  eaisied,  had 
taken  place.  It  was  not,  therefore,  a  pari^  qaw 
tidn,  bot  a  great  Consiitnlioaal  point,  which  waa 
theft  decided.  On  referrinr  lo  tbe  Joaraal  for 
the  final  Tote,  it  appeared  that  aeventy-eicht 
members  had  reted  in'fh»  affirmatiT'e,  and  but 
lerenieeo  agsinst  it.  For  another  fact  be  was 
indebted  to  the  informaiion  of  a  geoilcman  who 
was  in  a  siiuaiion  to  have  known  it,  that,  «f 
those  seven  IT- eight,  ibfrtv-nineweresub^ueiilly 
OB  the  Republican  side  of  ihequeBiioo,andkBowli 
aa  Repablicaoa  in  the  great  patties- into  wbieh 
the  country  soon  after  divided.  Amonr  theae 
were  some  of  the  names  most  dear  to  tbe  Repoh- 
lioan  parly,  and  by  ibis  be  meant  no  refleeiioD 
—  those  Who  difr-red  from  them  on  that  quea- 
I,  He  need  only  refer  to  the  names  of  Qada- 
.  Olles,  Baldwin,  Pindl«y,  and  many  oihera  af 
tbe  BMne  grade— and  were  not  these  RepuUi- 
eanst  Tbey  were;  and  each  would  bear  a  com* 
arison  with  any  nan  wbo  had  ever  since  called 
Imsdf  a  Repoblieafl.  They  w«re  tbe  mastet 
spirits  who  beaded  the  Repuiniean  party  when  fi 
beeamfrana,  and  gtiided  it  in  all  its  fflovenenia. 
Bat,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  should  he  glad  to  flad  out 
how  tbe  gentleman  diaoovered  the  great  name  of 
Jefferson  lo  supfMrt  bim  )b  his  doctrine?  That 
great  (nan  was  not  then  a  member  of  Congrte; 
nor,  Mr.  F.  said,  did  he  know  that  he  had  ex- 

S reined  any  opiaioa  on  the  qaesiioa.  He  did  boC 
od  ia  the  Hannal  composed  by  bim  any  esprea- 
sioB  of  an  opinion  that  (he  Coastitulion  had  been 
violated  by  that  daciaioo.  There  was  a  sfaie- 
mentof  the  arguments  on  both  sidea  of  that  qnes- 
tion  ;  bat  so  far  from  exfirewiBg  tbe  opiaion  that 
the  GoDtliiaiioa  had  beea  riirfaMd.  itie  Manual 
eoiuidwed  the  qnettion  as  nnseitled.  It  waa 
aenled,  iben,  on  the  ground  that  this-  body,  aad 
aH  others,  corpoiate  as  well  as  ladtvtdtml,  bad 
the  right  to  proteet  ihemaelves  from  insult  and 
viOlcnoe.  HoW;  Ur.  W.  asked,  woold  gentlemea 
prMe«d  to  paaish-an  ilditidml  la  ihe  gallery  af 
ihia  HoUke,  wto  abouid  eonsider  It  a  great  tbea^ 
tve,  aad  enreiae  the  privilege  which  iBJOtent  fvt- 
aoaa  use  in  theffallary  af  a  theatre,  of  disiarbt^ 
theaudicnceanaaDaoyiDg  thaperformersl  Sup- 
MMe  soma  panan  who  was  BBlrieodly  to  a  mem- 
Mt  speaking,  Or  who  did  not  tike  the  moBOtonoUa 
tone  of  hfia  voiee,  should  amuse  himself  by  ibroW- 
ing  DIM  or  apples  at  hia  head ;  by  bisatng  an  tha 
one  band,  or  applaadlDg  oB  tbe  other;  by  what 
anihoriiy  woaid  iha  Innse  exerclae  the  powar 


of  drivlag  htm  away,  or  taking  him 
CioBld  aay  one  doubt  the  i — 
ii  to  be  ftiUnd,  in  so  maay  wordi 


lodyl 


Mr.  IPonKTBrOawtooantetan  extfaordinaay 
imaiake  «hi«h  fh*  geailaini  frau  Hew  Haa^p- 


powerl    B« 

, ^  s,  in  the  Coi^ 

atiiatiOB  }  Qamlemea  might  say,  this  would  he 
within  our  own  walla,  and  therefore  a  difierent 
ease  from  that  now  nadcr  oonsiderattoD.  Hr. 
IT.  regatded  ibem  aa  atandtag  «n  tbe  same  foot- 
ing; wittam  and  withoot,  here  or  in  any  pari  of 
tha  city,  Ha  member  waa  inaalted  in  the  dla- 
ebaiwe  of  his  duty,  ibis  House  bad,  io  hU  opiH> 
|ioo,uta'.ngh«  aad  ihe  powar  w  poaish -tha-af- 


DiginzccibyCoO^le 


w$ 


Manom^ip  (Q(afCFnHB. 


6tB 


JO-wft. 


Ctwe  ^  Caltmil  AndamH. 


mk«  Lbe  iaqairy,  end  not  amy  it*  |>roMe(lin«  in 
this  etw,  BWlil  wxnatbing  MronBef  M  Mm 
irflfged .  agaiul  ilum  thu  mnjibiag  b<  '-'-' 
bagfd, 

Mr.  PiTKrv,  of  CanDettiaa^  (pid  be  did  BPt 
liw  4«  dcbalA  Ihe  power  of  ibis  Hovm  ;  fof,  he 
mU.  vDleu.tha  HoQw  bid  aomc  power  to  proiMt 
iUehTkDdURQMmbfnia  (boil  nersoBi  ud  inu 
lilv,  from  Ti(4«iic<  or  Jviul<t  tbey  might  u  vi 
•il}onr9  and  go  bona.  Bdt  be  rose  to  nttt . 
pDB  or  two  eaam  vbicb  h«d  oeanrred  snbM- 
anciMlgr  to  th^t  which  had  bean  pani«ni>ilr  nt- 
faned  to,  to  aw  bow  fur  the  Ho«m  b»d  pro- 
oeadad.  A  oua  had  ocanrcd,  ia  1810,  of  w 
MMifllt  and  batiery  vn  a  meff  bar  of  (hi*  Uo<m, 
Rot  within  ibe  w»lli  at  lb*  Hon•^,  not  dwinc  iis 
Mtiisg,  aod  origiwtiag  ia  ciMuin*UM««  hftriag 
M  lebtliaD  to  bu  dui;  a«  a  raeqabtr  of  Iba  Houm  ; 
but,  wkile  bete  atiendu^  bi>  public  d«iy,  (hM 
geatlamaB  had  been  coou^rvd  aiuader  the  pro- 
laolioa  of  the  aaiboritf  of  th«  HoiH,  wd  the 
BouM  had  •oooi4iDg(T  lakeo  oocMzawe  »f  (b« 
MMuU)  and  jiisil)i--tor,  if  tka  Hoom  had  sot 
foww  la  protaot  m  ptemb— »  «i^  gomg  and 
«Qiwag  therefrom,  it  waa  in  raw  for  than  to 
aiwnd  faece.  In  noolhet  ««a«,  i  e«ioiDittc«  bad 
beeo.ai^iaud  lo  JntiQire  into  tbe  pr^maliBtiiMi 
of  ocrlaiB  aaarct  pfOOMdtDgP  «f  the  Houaa.  Tbe 
iqdiridwl  nronulgatisg  them  wm  br«ught  lo  ibe 
fiar  of  tbe  Hanac,  and  eon^pelM  lo  amwec.  the 
4ue«ti<H!i«  f  roiwunded  to  hidb.  l(  he  had  refuaed 
10  Mnvm.  thp  qneaMeoa  put  to  bin,  undoiibtMllr 
lia  wwV  haiM  bMq.eemniHad  lo  pria<«  Gn  ibm 
MOtlenpt.  ^nqg  no  il^qbt  ot  the  Minet  of  the 
IMwe  in  thu  reapfct,  he  h(^  the  Houte  wwH 


iNpfNfM  that  n«  MM  had  uMteratooi)  bini'tD  ttjr 
tMH  4>e  HeiHiblioaBa  wefc  i^hi  or  wfonc  or 
(hut  the.  Fenieratieti  were  right  or  monf^  oi  lo 
(b>w  Mf  dulineiipn  between  tbe  putio  into 
Vhinh  lite  (soootry  bird  been  divided.  He  -m- 
•pMted  go«i  Kwn  of  ail  y^rtiCB,.«Dd  ODoe  otfaer 
hutgoodouiBaf  viy  pni:ir<  Ha  had  Mud  thaLno 
4Mk  wa*  oeeewary  to  aopport  n  wwraat,  and 
fiodiwad  the  C*MutattoiBiil  provMion,  "thntno 
wnrraioa  aball  inm,  hot  upqa  pmbabU  ctnaa, 
aupporiad  by  oMb  tw  affirawtton."  H«w  »m  I 
anawered  ?  Why,  «h«t  e«iy  mmtbw  of  tbie 
JlttOwii  soiiidad  to  flueb  high  oredit,  that  bia 
void  iaas  gofkd  oa  an;  nthei  OMO^aoMlk  The 
CbM  Jnitiee  «f  Ibe  Uniud  Swbn  it  awoin  to 
Mppoit  the  ConaMiuiioq,  wtd  lo  admiDiaWr  jvi- 
tioAl  but,  he  ie  not  therefore  awon  lo  eram-. 
ihiog,  Md  bit  Been  word  would  tm  he  taken  m 
tbii  mMWr  in  eoDtmii«sr  in  nf  oonn.  Bvt,  it 
tmmed,  that  the  right*  or  Inditidnnla  were  to  be 
upKMHed,  and  tm  ezpnm  rnviaMB  of  the  Camtt- 
WHon  dieragatdad,  on  ibn  word  of  n  meoibar, 
.Veitause  be  WU  sworn  (o  support  (ba  Coasliiii- 
-tioa.  Mr.  h.  Mud  he  had  es  nigh  an  opittion  of 
'  Iba  eredit  to  whieh  members  of  this  Hanae  were 
aniitled,«B uty  man eonld  hftTc^but he eoald  not, 
w  socb  a  csM  as  ihie,  belkve  tbsni,  exa^^ 
-Wth,  caMidafiag  biouclf.  hoiud  to  pioiatH  the: 


roT  aeery  iojiridant  in  the  Qwied  BHiat, 
The  gaof^maa  from  P«aMylvnnk,  Ur. 
Lk:C0MiB|ia3,  had  found  J^uU  with  anate  ef  hk 
axprcMioB*.  A  man  cannot  take  hi*  woidaoot 
of  bis  Qouth,  look  at  thtm,  i«t  iben  in  ^aia, 
and  apeak  as  ha.«onU  wish;  tad  lb.L.aaidte 
might  have  .gone  further  \b*a  he  iawnded — 
Wbethet  those  who  eaiaUished  ihf  praeedcnt  of 
1795  were  Rapnblicaoa,  or  be  ibar  whom  tbof 
might,  Ibar  ^»^  x>ted  onpceoedentsdrawn  ftoa 
the  Britiab  P«UiuiKiit,n  body  vhoce  pewen  ie 
■'"-  respect  were  not  apalofous  to  tbnae  of  ik 


of  Great  Briinn  it  a  pupetval.  e«nnniioa,,er 
which  every  Uw  nod  piaotievbeeoBci'B  futtt 
the  eoMtitution,  Bwweere  n  tfmted  Itq^ 
tui^  nod  the  CoMliMtim  aanlrot*  u*.  Aai 
wbea  iDchaquesliDa  aa  this  is  pmwawd,  bov 
■ball  we  get  0T«r  ill'  Mr.  UdiMiaimed  aoytt- 
teotion  to  eeewc  those  who  etwUiriied  iba  pl^ 
cedent  in  the  cut  of  WkUmg  and  /tanOaJi,  4 
having  anted  wroOBll,  agaiaal  eoaviotion.  Old 
forbid  he  ah«uld  havenid  ao)  k«it,  if  ha  knd  beM 
n  little  warn  on  ibe  euiyeetwhen  op  before,  pe^ 
hap*  the  geodMna  froib  Pettnsybranw,  (whom 
no  men  retpeetad  mom  4hnn  he,}  hid  wniinul 
binuelf  u  well  a*  the  genilcnuin  bom  Nee 
HaQDcbiio,  I^  thni  geuWmnn,  however,  re- 
coneila  tbe  prooeeding  of  Congteaa  to  ihni  pm- 
vision  which  he  bad  referrod  le.  It  wsa  no  w^r 
to  put »  man  daw*  kt.sart  "mt-  oite  sMa'a  word 
is  as  goQd  ai  anHhar  man's  ecihj  It  wmt  "ri^t 
whet  tbe  Gonatimtifrn  had  'Bot  left  the  Jbnae  ni 
liherty'  toi  my.  iButrit.won  aeked,  eemU  Coi^rans 
do.notiupg  10  proifet  ibMotelvtol  Umt  ihay 
be  trMipliMl  en,  and  spit  npon,  wiihoatnnedy  1 
Mf.  I^  mid  he  had  «dmiiied  befeen,  Md  he  nenr 
repmed,  that  the.  SergeBM>at>A«M,  within  tbe 
HeuMi  auahl  cowvand  Ae  wtnle  fbee*  of  the 
r,  the  Arot  ud  Militia,  and,  MppoMg 
attoh  a  eaee  peneible,  night  bring  n  aoTMiy-fiiar 


npihe&stem  Btnseh  t»fir«  aptnih*  Ciyiiali 
but  the  Houea  bad  in*  dw  esamuM  pemr  ibe 
hicb  genilemra  nqw  etmleaded.  Sappeas  he 
..eee  to  .rite  asd  saqr ,  tbni,  aa  be  was  ooMEng 
here,  tbe  OoMnw  or  Chuf  JuMiae  of  Meer 
Uwnpabire bad  offwed  bime bribe ;  wmU  Ihia 
Hoate  send  mw  iu  vactnni  nd  beiog  hin  here  ? 
Wonid  kbii  be-ConiUintiaBnII  Ha  Wed  not. 
If  the  prtfcediue  wonld  aoi  be  wnDnotaue  aa  to 
atioii  nan,  deiiher  woidd  itioihe  mtnnwi  mnn 
in-ih«  Suiiie,forna,maa.ihKrfl  vatariem;  nad 
Mr.  ii.  would  net  amiok  tbe  pamtf  of  tlw  Oor- 
eniDeot  toi^pMia  the.  metneat.ot  lh»8tcUeet. 
Aa  (o  the  sUggeMiiaior  (ho  goMlemait  bem  Vir- 
gii)ia,*o  pM»n  Imwon  tUsa«)jeat,.Mr.  L.higbly 
apprarediC  Lei  u*^:acoofding  laAp  WfwUmmt 
Mr.  JeSbrson,  bang  Dp  reiaa  for  ihn  inspeamn  of 
•U,  wbiob  nay  dlmn  tke;«alKinel  of  ike  eitinn, 
and,  if  Ibef  wb  brvfcen,  poDiah  thn  oftodet. 
Bat,  with  snob  riaws,  would  Ibe  gontlanan  pun* 
iah  poor.  Aaitn^o,  heenuae  ha  amied  agaiant  a 
law  before  the  law.wnemnda)  Mr.  i^.did  aot 
like  sDcb  doetrine.  He  eoaaladed  ■fay  aaying 
UMjlbMigh  what  hahBd,aai<i.  nigbt  be  thrawn 
-ann9,bn'And.iheiifhrii.hia.d«ty(oa&tit.   fin 
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aktht  liMft  bMn,WMp,Jtw«H4,tntit  WMtiMa 
to  ie  wMm  T^  ft  m&B  could  bo  loagar  kMp 
Unaeif  cooL 

Mi.  Suwuurr,  id  PvtatfUmaim,  ttid,  as  ih* 
nMioD  BOW  bdbi*  (be  Hcuw,  wu  oMrelr  for  tb« 
ajipotDlBMnt  »f  ft  sonmiUM  M  iiviirr,  te«a«U 
we  no  rcMOuUs  olgMiioB  lo  it.  Tb«  Bsim 
jffopoKdio  Iw  n^und  inM  wm  >ot,  Jm  mU,  « 
qoMtion  aflielir  b«iwa«i  ibe  indiridMl  mob«4 
and-  the  Houirt-  bat  it  ma  ose  in  wfcick  the  aa^ 
tMn  waa  iaUKsted  f  and  the  Hooae  wmM  aBB»> 
iBita*gi!CMu«mr  if  ihaf  MfUeted  le  inAiat 
a  proper  pBaiabme^  oa  ika  efen^er  ia  a««h  a 


er  Maiabn 
i«  if  titer  « 


iBBt,  irfialiwr  ttta  aacmbeM  af  ihe 

HoHM  were  aatailaUe  hf  hribaii  «b«tJwi  their 
reeliegi  ware  to  b4  vdiwded  with  imaooity; 
vheiMTlhej  ware  liahte  «o  iha  wtaof  ■eAclio^ 
but  it  Hai  a  aener*!  qoestioa  wbathar  the  Hoaaa 
vottld  or  WMiU  not  iitq.iHra  whMt  amhofity  k  had 

to  pei4ah  thoae  effitadiac  in  thia "-- 

hare  tbe  aathoritir,  Mid  Mr.  8.,  i« 
iafiici  paaiihnaant  ia  tba  eaae  before  tta;  fer  if 
tbe  onenee  avi^oaed  to  fcaTB  bean  committed 
ahall  b«  ]>K>«e<l,  SHi'iaBr  <*»  oeeur  haieaAae 
more  ra|Dihng  the  eieraiae  of  the  'pammn.iktU^ 
lioaae?  If  foil  Kill  »fit  exarsiaa  what  power 
70a  poaaeaaiBOW,  there  is  no  apaciaa  of  aHaniM 
irbieb  tnay  sot  be  made  with  iniMniir  eo  tm 
bonor  or  OS  the  IMtnge  of  lUa  Honaei  Aare  ie 
no  ^Muoe,  bowAecr  corrnpl,  wbiab  wmt  not  be 
attenpieil.  For  upon  wbooi  wae  lUa  aiteiapi 
madeT  Upaa-a  mcMbs  wbe  ia  at  the  bead  of 
tbe  CoBHittae  of  Olaiaia,  tbai  aoatnrKaa  wboaa 
bimawsil  i*  10  deteiaaJaa  beiwem  tba  elaiaa 
of  iadiTtdaaU  «a4  tbe  lotereat  of  the  United 
Stataa,  eonlnr  J"  <x"*flio>  brfaie  theaij  in  deta; 
whieb  lb*  ebainaea  pf  ibat  aeiaaitiae  bas  10 
cootand,  en  dievartof  the  Untied  8tattg,BgaiD*t 
tbe  ulereai,  nrgad  ia  every  peaaiUe  ahapa,  of  tbe 
iodiridnala  WMoa  ctaiai*  art  preferead  %m  this 
Hoaae.  Ami  mnM  tba  Haaaa  aHma  Ibe  t*ett' 
ber  who  occnpiei  ibat  station  of,  seairaal  at  the 
dooaof  ibbiTreaiwr'W  beideecd  invNlkatlen 
to  beexfMBedlwaUibegHniatidaorraptMteBtpta 
wbwbiiBTbevMde'ODhim,  if  they  pre  permir 


tbe  praaent  eaae.  exercise  the  M«rer«f  ynafsbtcf 
for  eoatM^,  umm'  aeear  would-  oamr  eae'in 
which  it  woald. 

Aa  to  lb*  'Qnaatioa  imaediaielT  before  tfte 
Honse,  Hr.  Si  aaidi'a  nfciaaaa  n»  a  eotniBltiae 
WB>  tba  vane)  aooMe  IB  alt  mflitereeeialag  before 
tbe  Hena.  Wbr  dot  «Imd  iHMVie  ih»  «■aal' 
co<ll*a  ia « tnaMer  ef  aeibtWto  iU|Mr«aiiee  at  tbiat 
UapweaaedtebiB,  indead,  that  eeaiee  wafioa- 
Titwe;  iheBMiae  bad  goae  so  4tr  fa  ita  prO' 
etiHofit  tbal  it  waa  iayoeaible  to  atop  M  tbie 
stefe, aflte« it eoald  beebowa ■eraetaaHy  tfaaa 
it  had  bwD,  tbM  tbe  wwMdI  iMrieb  bad  iaiaed 
was  altagathcf  witheBt  ewbvrhf . 

There  w«rc,HriB.«B)d,-iQftKifrasaM,aa'lb««i 
miK  be  ia  all  aimtlar  easei,  two  offetaeeevetlt- 
milted;  tbeeae, acriiaefteWhietitlM 


migibt  be  baaded  eva  to-(be  bbbus  of  jintiee  fiM 
tbe  poniabnenti  tbe  othMaDoflenceagaiost  tbie 
Howe,  for  which  the  indirldiial  might  be  pro- 
eeedea  againet  and  pooiahed  ia  a  saminarr  bbk- 
ner.  He  did  notsay  that  both  ibcseeonrsetmight 
net  be  puissed.  Sat  be  did  ed«tii  tbet  tbe  qaee- 
ties  waetbcr  tbe  Hooae  ibould  or  abonld  not 
inteTferc,  was  at  all  ilnaea  a  quesLion  m  wbicb  a 
aensd  diseretiiOB  muai  beexeaaiBed  when  tbe  caan 
azia«a.  In  tbis  way  be  would  anewcr  tba  gentle- 
man  ftorn  New  Hamptbti»i  wbo  Imd  fopposed 
exweme  eases.  Tbia  Haosa,  eaicL  Mr.  B.,  majr 
cetlBioiy  io  sneh  caaea  rely  ea  iu  awn  diseve* 
liee,  that  it  will  not  be  impelled  into  a  conrse 
wbieh  is  Bnjoal.  The  ease  now  iKfore  the  Honss 
waa  BDtaaeu«eB*c,bawcver,b«HoDeofaiemll]t 
difierau  chBTMtler.  if  Ae  Heose  proceeded  db 
fafther  naw,  the  privilegea  of  the  Hobm  ware 
sorrendered  in  every  case,  aiilaas  far  what  aboaU 
be  done  io  the  faee  of  ibe  Henw.  If  the  de^riaa 
of  ibaaentiemao  from  ObiaaBdNcw  HatapaMre 
prevail,  said  Hr.  S.,  we  shall  be  MsiilaUe  M  oat 
door,  OB  ibe  stairosM,  every  wbm  until  we  eoB* 
into  tbia  House,  and  this  Howe  ia  osfaaiBadj 
Was  (bis  poaeiUel  And  yet,  ha  said,  bedid  bM 
sMposeonMB  as  tsirene  as  these  pnt  on  theotber 

.Ae  to  tbe  onnipeienea  of  tbe  a-itnb  Parlbr' 
Id  which  waa  imfnied  their  axteBuve  pri- 
*'     "       ■•■    —    ■■  ■  ledal 


efOising  legislBlira  aatborHy.  Bat  tbe  aDtbority 
exeteised  by  those  bodies  la  tba  pnMabnwDt  at 
conwmpis,  and  in  the  protectioa  of  their  privi- 
Itgea,  was  not  a  lefislntive  net;  not  an  aot  of 
Pariiamant  at  all,  bM  of  tbe  iBdiridnnl  hotuea. 
Tbe  Hooae  would  see  at  enea  the  diatinolioB  be- 
tween the  ex«eiae-of  tbe  legirfadva  anibarity, 
and  of.  tbn  right  and  power  of  self-pretaetieBi 
and  the  geailcmnn  from  New  Hampabiie  wonhl 
Bte  (hBtbisxenetkS'On  the  emoipMeBee  of  tba 
Bailitb  Pafliemeatnffardcd  bo  argBment  a^iaat 
the  emreise  of  power  in  regard  te  tbe  privileges- 
of  tbia  Honee,  eonewhM  aBalecoa  to  ihoee  of 
the  Btitiah  Uonae  of  OoamoBa.  Neither  wna  H 
e<irrcBt,Mr;8.  said,  that. i4b  HeBScaof  Psrlin- 
raetl,  i«  retfut  l»  piirilcgas,  were  emntpeieBt. 
QaMleaMB  might  ireoUeet  a  ease  wbieh  bad  on> 
ciwrad  d»f »(  iLb  Itial  of  Warren  Hasting^  when 
a  flleaayman  by  tbe  name  of  Logao,  iluaktBC 
HnMiaaa  tMJaeily  dealt  by^eBlMed  iatann  bbih 
mMiMe  ttediwtioB  of  h^  Bfainm  iba  »ha>B>< 
prefened  by  (be  Hoaae  «f  Cmnmnna.  That: 
Hooae  did  not  In-thBieaae  preBeedWithaant, 
masy  pt««MM,  bet  direMad  a  proaecatinn  te  be 
mmenced  sgninai  ibep«Uiahar.  t  ead  tbBt  <«tr 
idaiane beaeme famem by  tbe  nameof  ibepio- 
aeaouon  aaaiasi  Stoahdtla. 

Mr.S.  said,  be  waa  free  te  aonfesa  that  with 
.es^ecl  to  nnny  of  thoMi  distaot  atiaebs  opOn 
tbe  Hanae  ia  pobbc  priota,  or  otherwise,  wUeb 
appeared  to  touch  the  House  and  yet  ■careel* 
ttnelMd  itf  he  should  say,  lei ve  tbem  lotJb:  eMli- 
Duy  admioistMiian  of  jusiite;  bni  wbeD  thn. 
bnoda  of  oorrnption,  wwc  Mtended  t»tbi*  HousBt. 
h^hWHl  ibf  0aae(itBiN>B.  wMld  never-lbtltb* 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


BVrOKr  OPOOVflBMB. 


001 


H^oril. 


t  ^  Coivrntl  itukn 


Jam  CAST,  ISU. 


HooM  in  ezcrowtac  an  Katboiiff  iti  oiiee,  ItemiiM 
it  WH  SB  offence  whicb  pDDishmeat  ought  to 
foUttw,  RDd  Id  totiow  speedily.  Forj  uid  b«,  if 
ptMtina  of  this  kind  ara  ioditlged;  ifmembfrt 
of  tbi«  Honn,  exposed  to  tDbh  siterapiB,  ara  10 
be  left  iodiTiduBlly  lo  follow  tbe  pereoBB  to  pua- 
iibmeal,  we  may  oalautaie  00  the  iadinpositioa 
of  ihe  member  to  remain  here  to  prow«ulc  to 
eonvietiok,  and  iliere  are  au  many  cbaacee  of 
escape  ibat  ibate  i*  reason  to  apprebetid  tbera 
willoecarmanr  iosianeea  of  this  eharaeter — not 
fvite  so  siroDg,  I  iroK— bvt  of  miiwr  grade*, 
whieh  thecbaac«tiritapUBiiy  witi  encourage. 

til.  3.  eoDclnded  by  sayinjcr  ihat  he  beld  it  to 
W  the  solemn  doty  of  ihe  House,  if  Ihey  bare 
the  anlkariiynDdertb«CoQBUliitioa,  noiioBmch 
iiom  tbe  exercise  of  It;  because  the  ex»oiac  of  it 
was  of  bigb  imporiaaea  not  10  this  He>»*  only, 
hat  to  tbe  people  of  ibe  UoJled  States,  wboae 
dtareit  interests  are  caacerned  tn  it. 

Mr.  Bau^  of  Tirginia  said.  If  this  propoeiiton 
to  appoiDi  a  eomiBittee  hid  been  taade  i»  the 
flrat  iasinnee,  he  shoaM  bare  bad  no  ofajeetion  to 
tbe  propoeed  inqniry.  Bat  be  was  andertbe  im- 
prewioa  ibat  this  iooairy  into  their  power  ought 
U  have  beea  had  beibtt  iIm  warrant  was  iasiMd. 
Suppose  this  person  had  been  in  a  dittaot  part  of 
this  eonotrr,  la  tbe  Distriot  of  Maine,  for  exam- 
ple:  woalo  ifaia  House  arrest  bin,  bring  him 


„  ...  It  the  laws  of  tbe 
_.  ,  i  agahiHi  the  Constitution  itself  1  Sup- 
posing,  after  jiuning  a  person,  accused  of  eon- 
tempi,  to  all  this  iacooreoience,  and  holding  bim 
in  (UtHoe^  it  should  appear  ihai  be  was  not 
iMeaable  to  the  suihority  of  this  House ;  would 
aot  this  proceeding  hare  Imcu  manifesily  wrong, 
and  an  oppression  of  the  ciiixeo  ?  Had  We  not 
belter,  said  Mr.  B.,  sofirr  a  tboosnad  insnlts.  than 
trample  on  tbe  personal  liberty  of  tbe  ciiiz«n1 
The  liberty  of  the  citizen  was  guarded  by  lbs 
express  provisions  of  the  Consiiiuiion ;  and  he 
would  not,  he  snid,  exercise  any  authority  re- 
MfBining  it,  unless  nnsopporicd  by  (be  Constita- 
tion.  Tbal  was  bis  guide ;  he  bad  lelceo  an  oaib 
to  support  it,  and  (hat  iasirumeDl  provided  that 
BO  wirrani  shall  isme,  nnlesi  supported  by  oath. 
Tht  warrant  against  John  Antlersea  had,  there- 
fbrc,  isMted  in  cnniradietioa  to  tbe  Consttniion. 
The  proper  coarw  would  be  t^disobar^  bim 
ftara  the  wanmui  which  had  been  illefiially  issued ; 
to  investigate  the  subjeott  and,  if  11  sboutd  be 
4eeided  ibat  he  was  amenable  to  the  House,  then 
tonrtesi  him  md  punish  him,  but  hot,  other  wine, 
to  proooed  farther  in  the  business. 

Mr.  HuBBAiw,  of  Mew  Yurk,  rose  lo  sti|>geet, 
thai,  reasDoiog  froui  the  context,  tbe  provision  of 
the  ConstitntioD  which  had  been  quoted,  referred 
only  to  Marls  of  justice,  and  could  not  be  coo- 


Mr.  JoannoR,  of  Kenincky,  said  be  bad  no 
objection  to  vote  for  the  resolntlo«,  if  it  eonieiA- 
plated  merely  an  inqniry  lata  the  proper  mode  of 
proceeding.    Whilet,  on  the  one  hand,  hn«iid> 


all  limes  realynMwiHing  h    .  ^^___ 
the  CooalitaiioDal  rights  and '  ptivilegee  of  tbe 


D  lapport 


judM; 


House,  nod  was  willing,  wiih  that  view,  to  go  00 
with  the  Inquiry,  b«  was,  on  tbe  other  band, 
bound  lo  protect  the  citizen  from  tbe  arbitrary 
exorcise  of  discretion  on  the  part  of  Ue  Houoe. 
WhervTcr  ttiere  was  ^ilt,  he  hoped  there  would 
be  no  shrinking  from  iaveetigatioo.  When  it 
was  proponed  to  bring  to  the  bar  that  individual 
now  accused,  whom  be  had  known  ns  n  bardj 
wnriior  in  hie  eonntry's  service,  with  the  frostt 
of  many  winters  on  bis  head  (not  Ibat  be  wobU 
«y  anything  to  Jostifv  ibe  late  oondnet  of  ibti 
individia^)  Ur.  1.  said,  he  bad  not  shrunk  froiB 
th«  aathonty  of  the  Home.  Mr.  J.  wms  opposed 
to  [hie  resolution  if  it  was  intended  lo  rnmise 
the  acessed  before  a  eommittaei  he  was  oppose! 
[o  any  eonrse  of  proceeding  but  bringing  the  is- 
dividual  before  the  Hoose;  he  wished  lo  -see  hu 
faeet  he  wished  to  bear  tbe  leeliraany  of  ibose 
whn  had  known  him  from  his  infaBCjr,  da  to  h'\i 

Kieral  chaneter.  On  tbit  ooeasion,  Hr.  J.  said, 
felt  hionelf  to  stand  in  the  obtducter  of  a 
to  examine  and  pnnish  the  aeeosed  ac- 
iing  to  his  guilt,  bnl  o>  Ihe  other  hind  u 
protvet  his  rights  whibt  nmigned  iMfora  ibis 
House  withoM  law  to  piatoet  him.  It  was  dne 
to  the  House  and  10  the  Wivldtutl,  that  be  alMNild 
he  bronght  befora  ibem,  ihat  eiranmauaces  of 
aKrav«iioa  or  mitigation  shoold  be  nddueed; 
BDd<  if  he  was  found  guiliy,  with  eormpt  iiitMi> 
lion, of  offering  a  bribe  to  a  member  of  this Ho«s« 
-Twhosa  ohttraoter,  said  Ut.  J.,  stands  oa  a  bui« 
needing  no  nscomiam  faoB  ma— if  Ibe  nuut 
should  have  been  so  fkr  depraved  asteoommit 
this  outrage,  nndcr  no  oitvamataneet  of  mitiga- 
lien,  Hr.  J.  said  he  would  go,  m  far  a*  the  Con* 
BlituiloB  wottid  jiMlify  him,  to  piMHsb  bin.  This 
was  no  longer  a  personal  quanicnj  theasembet 
w  ho  had  so  nonoraU  y  brought  forward  this  charge 
WW  00  longer  aa  insulted  individual,  any  more 
than  be  (Mr.  J.)  It  was  the  Hoitse  that  ma  io- 
suiied  ;  it  waa  for  it  to  punish  tbe  offie^er,  if  it 
bad  the  powei. 

Mr.  FouTTH,  of  QeAgia,  said  he  did  not  sup- 
pose it  possible  for  any  gantlemaii  le  misunder- 
stand the  object  of  the  motion  Mere  tha  Hoose ; 
which  was,  not  10  einmieo  John  Anderson,  bu 
10  inqnire  what  farther  steps  it  woidd  be  propei 
10  pursue  in  the  ease. 


Mr.  Ball  rose  to  any,  in  raplf  to  the  snggea- 
tion  of  the  geatleraeD  ireia  Now  Toik,  Ihat  he 
had  not  referred  to  tbe  oUnse  of  the  Coeatitation 
which  he  had  quoted,  without  herjtg  first  deter- 
mined, 10  his  own  laiDd,  the  irae  aeBOtmeiion  of 
ii.    The  gentleman  said  that  the  ]»ovtaten  in 

Sueetion  refcHed  only  to  judicial  proeeediags. 
I  not  this,  Mr.  B.  asked,  a -judicial  proceedtagi 
WiU  any  gentieman  contend  we  can  l^ialate  a 
maninto  pfieenl  If  we  are  to  ppoisb-bun,  it  is 
from  a  judicial  power  inherent  in  ihia  body.  If, 
in  pooishiac  bim,  we  au  in  a  jndioiel  capacity, 
(whieh  will  not  be  denied,)  on  oeth  is  Deocssaiy 
to  jiHlify  a  verimot  IbrUsappreheosioft. 
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Hr.  Tmr  mM  thM,  on  tbit  MaBioD,  it  ap- 
MUMi  U  kin,  to  '■M-  ■  rnlgar  ■dw«]  fratlcmeB 
leapt  berora  tbef  came  lo  ihe  stiM.  Wkh  le- 
sp«ct  to  (be  CaiHiiiutloDal  proTiaion  far  tba  pro- 
leciioB  of  iadtrMmls,  if  a  mmM  etntrarjr  to 
taw  wai  before  a  «o«n  of  Jaatic^  wbare  atriet 
lav  preraib,  the  court  would  not  ex  a^Mo  qoaah 
it,  if  ibe  X*rvf  eoaeaned  nbmitied  to  it.    It  was 

E  roper,  Mr,  T.  taid,  that  Cirionel  Aodanoii  abonld 
are  tba  opfMruinity  of  oi>}eetiaa  to  it  If  be 
did  ao,  Mr.  T.  marred  ta  fairaMtf  tba  tiakt  to 
decide  wheiber  the  warraal  b&d  beco  iaraad  god- 
■titutjoaaUjr  or  not.  In  the  preust  tiata  of  the 
proaeediDgi^  ha  uid,  iha  Hoiua  ousht  not  (o  da* 
aide ;  if  ooiiMioua  of  his  oStBce,  the  iMdividoal 
mif  bl  not  think  it  adTioaUe  lo  ohjaet  to  tka  aft- 
thoriljr  of  the  Honaa. 

Mr.  Baai^aa,  of  Ohio,  afaia  addrMMd  the 
Chair.  A  nao,  he  tai4,  ia  cither  frae,  or  be  it 
DOi.  If  fr«e,  be  was  eaiitled  to  exemptimiYran 
ererj  specie*  of  arreit  nei  aathorized  bjr  law.  I 
contend,  mid  Mr.  B., that  it  !■  our  ^t7,ifwe 
find  we  hare  proceeded  wroDgly.  to  correcE  the 
procedure  aR  looti  aa  po«slbI«.  Where  will  ibid 
endl  When  will  you  put  a  stop  to  id  Re 
denied  ibe  diioretiooarf  power  of  ihe  House  lo 
paniih  at  pleaiure,  according  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  geatlemeD  from  PebBijIraiiia.  It  was  time 
to  eiamine  rigorously  what  waa  the  power  of 
this  Honae  in  that  reipeet :  for  he  believed,  ac- 
cording to  the  Coniiiintioa  of  the  coaniry,  no 
man  could  be  punished  oa  the  suppositioD  that 
be  bad  committed  a  crime,  but  on  the  ground 
that  he  hid  iarriaged  Booe  law.  The  Constitu* 
tiOD  proridea  that  do  tx  pott  faeto  law  shall  b« 
patsed  ;  that  no  citizen  shall  be  deprired  of  life, 
liberty  or  property  without  due  process  of  law; 
and  that  no  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for 
a  capital  or  oiberwise  infamous  crime  without 
preMDiment  or  indictment  by  a  grand  jniy.  Is 
this  man,  or  is  he  not,  said  Mr.  fi.,  deprired  of 
his  liberty  without  due  process  of  lawl  Is  he 
accused  of  a  crime?  If  so,  where  is  the  law  de- 
fining iti  Or,  bate  we  (he  privilege  of  making 
aeyibing  criminal  which  we  may  choose  to  call 
a  crime.  How  will  vou  punish  the  person  whom 
you  decide  to  ht  guflty  of  a  crime  your  own  will 
has  coDdiiuted  1  By  imprisonment  at  diaereiioa  1 
That,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  a  power  I  do  not  wish  lo 
possess.  Again,  be  said,  the  CoastitDtion  re- 
quired that  ibe  trial  of  all  crifflinal  prosecacioiis 
should  be  by  jory.  Was  this  a  trial  by  jnry  1  If 
this  (nan  fats  trespassed  on  his  neighbor's  rigbis, 
Mr.  B.  said,  the  eouria  are  open  for  redress.  The 
iodiTidual  now  In  custody  ih  accused  of  anaffcQce 
for  which  there  is  no  ponisbmeni;  bnt,  it  is  con- 
tended, that  in  the  exercise  of  our  diieretioD,  we 
may  tnSict  it  to  any  extent  we  think  fit.  It  was  a 
doctrine  maintained  by  (be  courts  of  our  country, 
that  DO  man  should  be  paoished  for  ao  act  which 
he  did  Dol  know  was  a  crime  when  he  was  com- 
miitiag  it.  But,  it  was  contended,  that  there 
waa  a  pover  inbetaat  ia  ibM  body  u>  take  such 
mcMnrea  aa  will  protect  ita  own  iMagriiy.  Oar 
iBtegrity,.Mr.  B.Hid,ia  to  ba  proieated  by  other 
■Man  ilMa  thoaa  arhieh  «ar  W  sd^Kad  by  Ibli 


House  to  pravvat  hidiridiuls  from  asMiliof  It. 
How  far,  be  aakad,  does  the  jariidiction  of  thb 
Houw  extend,  ob  the  ptinciples  for  which  geo- 
tiaman  oDataadl  All  orer  the  Uaiied  States? 
Or  is  it  circnmaaribed,  and  by  what  limits?  A 
bribe  might  be  oflered  to  a  member  before  ha 
oane  here;  if  the  member  discloses  it  after  hia 
arrival,  have  we  a  right  to  sMd  for  the  oflma- 
det  1  Mr.  B.  said  keconld  not  aesada  to  this  doe- 
iriae. 

Bat  it  was  said  (bat  this  resolution  provided  & 
wa^  in  which  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
subject  might  be  had  ;  and  therefore  it  ought  not 
to  be  objected  to.  Mr.  B.  objected  to  it,  because. 
be  said,  it  was  the  duty  of  every. man,  here  aoS 
elsewhere,  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  citizcD,  of 
the  invasion  of  wbich  there  was  more  danget 
than  that  the  rlghu  of  this  House  would  be 
trampled  aoderfoot.  and  the  naiioo  thereby  siu- 
laia  injury.  If,  said  he,  ws  ate  lo  be  organised 
as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  iovesied  witk 
discretionary  power,  we  are  possessed  of  a  power 
dangerous  io  the  exintne.  Let  na  sot  now,  said 
he,  eatablish  a  principle  and  doctrine  tltat  in  (iaw 
may  be  productive  of  everything  ioiquitous  and 
injurioos.  To  what  extent  might  not  this  doe- 
trmeleadl  If  for  what  is  said  or  done  out  of 
doors,  cIlizeDs  may  be  required  to  answer  al  our 
bar,  every  man  in  the  nation  is  liable  to  be  ar- 
raigned at  our  will  and  pleasure,  although  ia  eoo- 
scientioutly  opposing  and  teprobaiing  oat  maaa* 
ores  he  has  axercisea  no  mere  than  bia  CosattiB- 
lional  right,  &c. 

If  ■oliiary  preeedeaU  might  be  fbnod  on  tiie 
Journals  of  tlie  cxeioise  of  aiteh  a  power  by  (to 
Hone*,  it  waa  time  now  to  pat  a  stop  lo  it.  It 
waa  time  now  to  sira,  aitd  iaqnira  whether  iha 
Hease  is  posaeaaed  of  power  to  eoftble  it  to  brtaf 
before  it  at  pleaaare  wbonaoerer  it  ehooees  to 
arraign  for  a  supposed  breach  of  supposed  privi- 
leges. That,  Mr.  B.  aaid,  waa  the  qaestioo  he 
wished  lb  have  put.  and  which  ha  wished  tbe 
House  seriously  to  decide. 

Ur.  OoicRooc,  of  N*w  York,  said  he  did  sot 
riae  to  dauin  the  Hmsc,  b«t  Itf  sar  that  to. 
ihoftgta,  nolon  this  or  a  similar  raaoluiiaa  paaaid, 
(for  appoiniiBg  a  CMBiaittee)  the  pmepca  of  tto 
Honaa  wooU  be  pot  to  a  senrer  tot  (ban  it  ha4 
nf  a  dob«t< 

..jpoaitioB  be 

House,  which  it  would  be  the  Wiaesa  ol 

miltee  to  pMMnt.  Muy  ebsamtieos,  it  »p> 
peared  to  Mr.  C,  had  oacspod  geadamcn  ia  tlw 

■     'ladalra  "      '   

re  pro* 
priety  when  thia  nM  abesld  he  brought  baMM 
the  Hoase,  and  exhibit  tbe  eridenoe,  if  be  toa 
any,  to  exteDOaia  bis  guilt.  It  would  then  be 
more  proper  that  it  was  now  to  cMBment  on  bis 
character  and  on  all  the  eircomstaaees  of  iW 
traBsaeiioB.  At  preseat,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would 
forbear  any  remarks  on  that  bead  j  he  thoortt 
thai  eaongh  had  been  disclosed  toinatiry  want 
had  been  already  done. 


ooorae  of  tbe  drtate  ttolJiad  atraadf  takea  plae^ 
which  might  have  been  ofined  with  more  pro* 


Meaira.   Pobbtth,  Hofkihboii,  ' 


,  Sir. 
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ffUiiT,JoBii>a«,  ofEcMMkf,  PixmiiUidTAT- 

LOR,  were  tppoinled  I  comniiUee  MOMdinitir. 

Tbe  HouM  ttacD  proceeded  U>  other  busjnesl, 
tboagb  ibe  com  of  Colonel  AndMwn  wu  ■nbic- 
guently  iciumed,  >■  will  be  tees. 

Tbe  eagfOSGcd  biU,  making  «  forlher  appio- 

Erialioa  (of  9200,000)  fot  repaiTinff  the  pnbiie 
DtMingi,  wu  read  a  ibird  time,  tad  |MMed. 
JUDICIAL  HBGORD8,  Ac 

The  HouK  then  spent  Bonie  time  in  Comroil- 
lee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  prescribe  tbe 
etfeei  orceitain  records  and  judieialftiroceediiiKa. 

Tbe  question  being  siill  on  striking  out  t&e 
lecond  seeiion  of  Ibe lull,  which  was  opposed  bf 
Ur.  H.NELBOK-aad  adrocated  by  Mr.BtBBOUR: 

Hr.'SPEKCER  bad  risen  to  defend  ibe  section, 
when  information  bariDs  been  given  ihat  the 
eommiliee  on  tbe  case  of  Colonel  Jobn  AndersoD 
were  ready  to  report, 

Tbe  Committee  of  the  Wliole  rose,  reported 
pragress,  and  obtained  leave  lo  sit  again. 

COLONBL  ANDBBBON'S  CASB. 

Mr.  FoBBTTB,  from  the  eomtnitiee  appointed 
to-day,  made  a  renori  recommending  that  the 
Home  do  come  to  t&e  fonowing  resolution : 

Baobed,  That  John  Andenon  be  biongbt  to  tlie 
bar  of  die  HoDse,  and  iocrarogated  by  tbe  Spraker.on 
-written  intenDgttorlea,  tau^mK  the  charge  of  writiag 
and  delivering  a  htter  to  a  member  of  the  Ho«ae, 
olIMng  hiiD  ■  bribe,  which,  with  his  answers  thereto, 
Aal)  be  eaterad  on  the  minolM  of  the  Houe.  And 
that  every  question  proposed  by  a  member  be  fedaced 
to  wiMng,  and  a  molimi  wade  that  tha  same  be  put 
l7tba8pMkW,aiMitbatiieMiDniAd  MewMAattbe 
aOMnd  tm  dm  ainnlee  tt  Um  Hmma.  That,  aft* 
awb  inltfMgMoiiae  na  aoawend,  if  Iha  Hewsa  daam 
it  niesisary  to  nsake  fuitiwi  inqni^  ow  the  aaltjael. 
tke  suM.be  «0]^iMt*d  hj  ■  oommattes  lo  be  appaintod 
Ibr  that  porpoee. 

Mr.BaiOHBB  made  a  laotioi)  to  ic£er  the  re- 
port U  a  Comnilloe  t^  tha  Whole  HowiCl-^N^- 
ttived. 

Ur.  Bbboobb  declared  this  naoUitloii  to  pto- 
pMe,  in  hie  opinioBi,  a  iwvel  proaadatB.  The 
nuw  waa  to  be  broDgbt  ta  tbe  bar  te  be  iatwro- 
galed]  for  wbad  To  criminate  bimaelf)  If  he 
apeaka  tha  Imth,  be  miut  erimloaU  himaei£ 
W'as  thie  Hoaea,  Mr.  B.  aakad,  to  be  coaverted 
ialaan  iBqaiaitoiial  eoert?  For  siioh  procaed- 
ingi  w«ra  propoaed,  adrerae  to  the  right  of  the 
atOBsad,  as  wrre  in  other  coarta  sedulaiuly 
KToidad,  a»d  aa  were  eontrary  lo  tbe  priaclpla  itf 
Um  GonsliintioD,  that  bo  peisefl  ahall  be  oom- 
paUed,  tn.aoy  atimiral  caee,  to  be  witAeaaagainM 
htmaalf.  Mr.  B.  protested  a^nstthia  proeeed- 
iaa,  which,  he  said,  ooghi  not  to  ba  adopted. 

The  report  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Bbbobbb  moved  that  aounael  be  allowed 
ta  tbe  accused. 

Ur.  SBBoBAM-f  auggeatedthatit  would  be  time 
eaongh  to  4o  thai  w'hen  the  prJsoser  asked  for  it. 

Ur.  Bbboibk  aaid  it  was  the  right  of  (hia  indi- 
vidual, placed  in  eo  novel  a  Mtuation,  let  have  hia 
privilege  pointed  oni  to  him,  which  otberwiae  he 
night  OM  know. 


Ur.  Tnamreada  aaaglaikn  thatilM  Bp^eu 
beantltorized  to  iBfonntheaaaiaad  that  he  Blight  : 
ask  COBB  eel,  &«. 

Which  waa  soperaaied  by  an  iBtinalioB  from 
tbe  Speaker,  that  he  shoald  oonaider  It  a  duty,  if 
BO  objection  waa  made,  to  gin  the  aECnaed  infor- 
mation M  thia  head. 

Tbe  Serfae»t.«i-Arma  wu  tbea  diiccled  to 
bring  hia  prmtner  to  the  bar  af  the  Hooae. 

On  hia  appearaoc^  the  SpiAKaa  directed  a 
chair  to  be  givea  to  him.  and  addressed  him  to 
this  eSeet: 

"John  Andeieon,  yon 'are  no  doubt  aware  ^t  yea 
BK  brevght  balbra  thie  Heuae  ia  eoneequeaM  of  haf» 
inf  wiiltsa  end  dettvaMd  te  a  laathaDaa,  who  ii  a 
BMMbsr  and  AaJMa*  oT a eaasiimeer  tMs  Hms« 
a  letter,  of  the  coaleats  of  wUsb  yon  an  qipiissd. 
Hcifliie  I  jwiwfwd  In  jw^iaiinl  in  jiim  a^y  iiilsiiin^ 
liee  «B  this  e«lgec^  1  wfll  eMtfaeyoa  tint,  if  yon  haw 
avy  rsquest  to  make  of  taa  Beoae;  if  yoa  wieh  ha 


thoee  pnvilegea  bsloogini  U  , 

tians,  the  Honae  is  dinned  to  grant  it. 

not  wish  lor  time,  for  eoonsel,  or  Ibr  wimuwup,  uw 

Speakw  will  proceed  to  put  to  you  sndi  iuterrogato- 

To  this  tbe  prisoner  at  the  bar  replied,  in  sab- 
stance,  although  iDdistiDctly,  that,  in  his  peculiar 
siiDBiioQ,  he  desired  the  assisiance  of  counsel} 
be  desired  time  until  lo-morrow,  aad  tha  oppol- 
tunity  of  summoning  witnesaee  to  testify  to  tbe 
character  he  tiad  snstained  through  life. 

Whereupotitbe  Sergeant-ai-Arms  wasdiracted 
to  take  tbe  prisoner  from  tbe  bar. 

Some  conversation  took  plaee  as  to  tbe  precise 
mode  of  pioceeding,  which  resulted  in  drawing 
op  a  reeolution  that  tbe  Speaker  be  anthotiud  lo 
inform  the  acoused  that  the  House  comply  with 
bis  requests. 

Mr.  Hebrick  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  so 
M  that  the  acomed  be  furoished  previously  with 
a  copy  of  the  written  inietrogatories  to  be  put  to 
him. 

To  this  Ur.  FonsYTB  objected,  because  it 
would  be  ioDODststeot  with  tike  objecl  of  thia  ex- 
amination. Tbe  object  was  lo  asceriain  whetbei 
the  accused  admitted  or  denied  the  ofleoce  impa- 
ted  to  him.  If  be  denied  it,  it  would  be  for  the 
House  to  substantiate  it ;  if  be  adtniited  it,  it  waa 
for  the  House  to  proportion  its  decision  thereoa 
to  tbe  magnitude  of  the  offenee. 

Mr.  Herrick  withdrew  his  first  motion,  and 
moved  that  the  accused  be  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  tbe  letter  which  was  the  ground  of  this  pro- 
ceeding j  to  which  was  added,  on  soggestioo  of 
Mr.  BioH,  a  copy  of  the  staiemeul  of  Mr.  Wit.- 
LiAMB  aecompaBviog  tbe  letter. 

Thus  amended,  tbe  r««oluiioa  aeoording  these 
privileges  to  tbe  accused,  was  agreed  lo. 

The  prisoner  bafiog  been  remanded  to  tbe  bar 
of  the  House,  tha  Spbakbr  addeesaed  him  nearly 
aa  follows : 

"  John  ADderaeo,  I  em  dieeetad  to  i^bna  yea  that, 
u  yeaiiaqueat,  you  ve  at  Ulmrtf  to  angag* 
tsel  aa  yen  tmg  think  fit  |  that  the  tJUsk  of 
a  will  fanii^  yen  with  mtk  Thiiiaaaa  far 
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topa,  tod  that  yon  wilt 
k  copy  of  tiw  laOer  on  whidi 
inded,  and 


■ko  befoinUiad  wit) 

llu  pi«e«edings  an  found 

■n  nononbla  nambn  ot 

panied  it.    I  un  fartliei 

to-moiTow  kt  one  o'clock  U  llw  lima  ai 

tlm  pf  ocoadinga  in  ttii*  eaae." 

And  then  the  Bergeaat-st-Arms  wiihdreir 
from  the  b«T  with  his  priaonet. 

The  Honae  tdjoaroed  at  ■  lale  hoai. 

Fbidat,  lanurr  ft. 

Another  membar,  to  wit:  from  Rhode  bland, 
Jambs  B.Habom,  appeared,  produced  his  eredea- 
lials,  wu  qaalifiM,  and  took  hii  seat. 

Mr.  JoBxaoiT,  of  EenlDcky,  fram  the  eomiDtt- 
tee  of  inrealigatioD  on  m>  much  of  tbe  public  ac- 
eounts  and  expendiiarei  as  lelaie  to  the  Wu  De- 
partment,  maoa  B.renoit  leipecting  a  eeriaio  eon- 
met  aDlered  into  with  the  OovetanieDt  by  Col. 
Eliaa  Ea^e,  on  the  3d  of  FefaraaTr  1815,  while  a 
member  of  Ibe  House  of  ReprcaentatiTu.  ex- 
plaining the  natnra  of  the  tranaaclion,  ana  ex- 
onerating Colonel  B.  from  any  blame  under  the 
cirenmiuneeaofthecaae}  which  report,  cogelbet 
with  one  ot  the  laat  aeuion  on  the  tame  inbject, 
wu  ordered  to  bo  printed. 

Mr.  RoBBnTBoit,  of  Loniiiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Pnbiie  Landa,  to  whom  was  com- 
iDilted  tbe  amendroeDts  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bam- 
ael  Aikman,"  reported  the  agreement  of  the  com- 
milleetoihe  Mm*;  which  were  coocnrred  in  bjr 
the  Honse. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBOii  also  reported  the  agreement 
of  the  eommiitee,  to  the  amendmenla  propowd 
bf  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe 
relief  of  Joel  Barwood,"  with  an  nmendmeot; 
which  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  tbe  Houte. 

A  meuagB  from  the  Senate  iofcH'med  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  tbe  resolution  from 
this  House,  "  directing  the  procureraeot  of  cer- 
tain laws,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  ibey 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

OBOANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Hr.  Habbiboh  from  the  Oommitiee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  Ibe  Fresldeot's  Message  wbich  re- 
lates to  the  militia,  made  a  report  j  which  WM 
read ;  when  Mr.  H.  reported  a  bill  lo  proTide  for 
orgaoizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia; 
for  calling  them  inio  the  terrice  of  the  United 
States;  lor  gorerning  them  therein;  andforcom- 
pentating  them  for  their  services;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.    The  report  is  as  fotlows: 

The  committee  to  whom  «u  tefened  so  mneh  of 
the  Memsge  of  die  Pre«dent  as  Tristes  to  the  jnililia 
have  bul  that  rabject  nndar  oonsidsratioo,  and  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  the  ConatHation  gianU  to  Cod- 
groM  tbe  following  powen  in  relation  to  the  roilhls, 
to  wit:  To  provide  for  organising  Ibe  miliiia;  fin 
srminKthum;  for disetpliniiig them;  forcallingtham 
into  the  service  of  (he  United  SIMea ;  for  governing 
them  therein;  and  for  compensating  Ihem  for  Ibor 
■arviEas ;  which  power*  the  ecmmiltee  have  eonsid- 
erod  Mparatelj. 

15th  Con.  Ist  Ssat.— SO 


•J  eqnallj,  and  whidi  will  not  be  borne  bj  the 
the  proportion  Aied  by  "'      " 
-   sdo      ■ 


1.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that,  in  oigan- 
iling  the  militia,  it  wonld  be  a  great  improvement  to 
divide  them  into  two  claaae*,with  a  view  to  train  dili- 
gently, and  to  provide  lo  arm  immediately,  the  vonng 
nHn,  and  exempt  the  elderly  men  ftom  the  sacrifice  at 
time  lAicb  afiedive  training  vroold  requhe  the  or- 
ganiiation  of  the  militia  might  remain  in  all  other  re- 
qwote  nearly  as  heretofiKo  sataUished. 

5.  The  ConilitatioD  having  made  it  tbe  doty  of 
Congreu  to  provide  for  arming  the  militis,  tbii  power 
is  not 'duly  ezerciMd  by  merely  eaactinB  thai  the 
militia  shall  arm  themMlvev.  A  law  to  that  efiect, 
tinaanctioned  by  penaltiM,  will  ba  dtareBarded,  an^  if 
thne  sanetionB^  will  be  uojnat,  for  h  will  opeinta  m  % 
—=^-'-~  ■—  —hich  the  opntont  and  the  needy  will 

_^,_L  _...__....._ — ....    g,^ 

n.  The 
■p^ve  of  putting  public  arms  into 
the  hands  of  the  militia  when  not  necsmaiy.  That 
mode  would  eipoie  the  arms  to  ba  loat  and  deetreyed. 
They  concmve  that  Congress  should  provide  arsenals, 
fiom  which  the  militia  of  eveiy  part  of  the.  Dnilad 
States  eonid  draw  arms  when  neeeissij,  whitb  would 
ba  a  sufficient  exercise  of  the  power  to  provide  for 
arming  tiie  niilitia- 

8.  Congress  having  power  to  provide  for  governing 
the  militia  only  when  they  are  in  the  service  ef  the 
United  States,  and  the  sotbority  of  training  then 
belmging  to  tbe  State  govemmeata,  the  eoeimilto 
have  not  deemed  it  pr^er  that  Congrsaa  ^enld  pr» 
scribe  the  time  to  ba  devoted  to  training,  or  the  noa- 
ner  in  which  that  object  will  be  best  efleoted.  It  is 
the  duly  of  the  Slato  I«giiUtuies  to  enact  the  neca^ 
•ary  lews  for  that  purpoae.  The  committee  deem  it  n 
■umcieot  exercise  of  the  povrer  lo  provide  fordisdpUa- 
ing  the  militia,  to  direct  the  appolntOMnt  of  the  neces' 
saiy  officers,  to  prescribe  their  duties,  snd  to  prot4de 
a  system  of  diedpline,  comprehending  the  camp  dntiee 
instruction,  flekf  eierdsc,  and   field  acrvics  of  the 

4.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  regola- 
tions  for  calling  forth  the  militia  may  remahi  snU 
stautially  a*  at  present  exisUog.  That  tbe  Preridrat 
should,  in  all  cases,  sddrees  his  orden  immedialdr  to 
some  officer  of  the  militia,  and  not  to  the  Bieeotive  of 
B»  Btala.  The  Qovernor  of  •  Stale  is  not  a  militia 
officer,  bound  lo  exacale  the  orders  of  the  Frendent ; 
1m  cannot  be  Iriadfot  disobedience  of  orders,  and  pon- 
ished  by  the  sentence  of  a  cooit  nurtiaL 

C.  In  {voviding  for  governing  the  militia  in  Ae  aav 
vice  ef  the  United  Slates,  it  has  apneared  to  yent 
committee  tbst  the  senior  dsss  might  be  exempted 
from  being  marched  ont  of  the  State  to  which  Ih^ 
mar  belong;  tbst  the  jnaiorclaaB,coinpossdof  ardent 
and  vigoroos  men,  the  efficient  force  of  the  lutloi^ 
should,  when  called  into  service,  eimlinne  UtereiB 
some  time  sAer  having  aeqaked  die  knowledge  and 
habits  of  soldiers ;  that  the  officers  should,  bjr  their 
own  consent,  be  continued  still  longer  in  sarvioe,  aa 
military  knowledge,  piiociplei,  snd  habits,  are  most 
essantial  to  the  officers,  who  are  the  soul  of  an  army. 
It  has  also  ■ppesrcd  to  your  committee.  Chat  those 
principlea  would  be  best  acquiriid  by  the  officen  of 
the  mililis,  in  serving  with  officers  of  tbe  regular 
troops  on  courts  martisl,  for  the  trial  of  oSenders 
either  of  the  regular  troops  or  militia. 

6.  The  compensation  to  the  mihtia  for  their  ser- 
vices, coniisling  of  psy  and  sUowsoce  for  dolhlag, 
and  of  pensions  In  esse  of  disability  by  wounds  ra- 
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tiu  Vnited  States,  be  propoead  to  llu  Lagi^itiiTM  of 
the  eerenl  Statei ;  irhich,  when  ritiBed  b j  Ihi  ' 
btaiei'of  tliree-fbnrtha  of  ■aid  Btttee,  ihalt  be 


caimd  ID  the  Hrriea,  tbe  cmntnitl«e  would  allow  to 
■HiMn  neeriy  u  heralofiw*  ftxeil  by  Uw. 

Th«  coDiBiiUw,  tctiiiK  MeordiDB  to  the  forvgotng 
nriaEiplM,  mott  *  bill  to  proiide  fbi  orgaamog,  arm- 
ing, and  due^linuig  the  militii;  for  calling  thorn  into 
tbo  terrica  of  the  United  Statsa ;  6»  goTerning  tiioDi 
tlineis  I  and  filr  cempenaling  tbam  ior  theii  Hnicaa. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITDTION. 

Mr.  Harbison  submitted  the  rollowiag  prop- 
poailion  oramendmeDi  lo  che  CoDsiiiDiioDof  the 
United  States  |  which  was  read  and  committed 
to  the  Cammittea  of  [he  Wliole,  to  whiah  ii  com- 
nitted  ih«  bill  (hit  dar  reported,  for  orgttaisiag, 
irmiD;,  and  disciplining  tlie  miliiia,  A*. 

Baohed  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Rtprtitntatku 
attU  VnitedSUilei  of  Amtriea,  in  Cor^rem  mtem- 
bted,  lim-thirdt  of  6otk  Houtu  amcumng  thtnin. 
That  tba  following  amendment  to  the  Conatitation  of 
..  -..-..  r..  .  .  jpoMtd  to  the  Lagi^atnTee  of 
1,  when  ratiHed  bj  l!ia  Legii- 
'■aid  Btetea.ihaltbe  Talid  to 
all  inlonti  and  pnrpoaea  aa  a  part  of  the  aaid  ConitL- 
tntion: 

Congraaa  shall,  concorrantlj  with  tba  Stalea,  haTi 
pawn  to  prmida  for  tiaining  the  militia,  according  to 
tba  dbeiphna  preieribed  for  that  paipoae,  and  whilst 
•ngagad  in  that  asTric*,  they  ■hall  be  labjact  to  Ae 
nlea  and  regnlationa  preacribed  for  the  garemment 
.  of  the  militia,  when  in  themilitarj  Hrriceoftbe  United 
Stalea ;  ■□<)  also,  to  provide  for  tracing,  in  the  primary 
•cheat*  and  otfaOT  aeoiinaTiee  of  leaming  in  tha  aerCTal 
Blatea,  the   system  of  diseqtlina   preaeiibed  fin   b« 

[la  ofieriojc  his  resolution,  Mr.  Habbibom  te- 
maiked,  ihat  ii  would  be  recollected  tie  preiumed, 
that  a  similar  proposition  bad  been  laid  on  ibe 
table  by  him  at  the  last  session.  In  doing  so 
then  it  was  not  with  an  rxpectatioa  cbatsDylbiBg 
would  be  done  on  the  subject  at  ibat  lime,  bui  it 
was  to  draw  Ibe  public  attention  to  the  subject, 
ud  prepare  the  way  for  a  deciuoo  at  the  prescDi 
stEsic».  The  bill  which  had  been  reported  on 
the  subject  embraced  all  iheprorisionswiiluD  thr 
power  of  Congress  reapeeling  it  which  the  com- 
mliiee  bad  tliougbt  neeessarf;  but  aa  the  Con- 
stiiuiion  had  expressi)'  reserved  to  the  Slates  the 
right  of  training  and  dtscfplining  the  mililia,  the 
aJoption  ^  the  reaolttiion  might  be  deemed  ne- 
eessary ;  and  he  wished  Iherefore  ihat  it  ntigbt 
be  committed  to  the  same  committee  to  whom 
the  bill  had  been  referred,  that  the  whole  suMect 
might  ihos  be  presented  to  it  far  deliberatloD,  «c.] 
CASB  OP  COLONEL  ANDERSON. 

Mr.  SpiNOBB  ofiered  for  eonsideniioi  ike  fol* 
tawing  preamble  and  resolutions: 

The  House  of  fleptsasntatiTss,  entertaining  great 
donbla  of  ila  poaaaaaing  the  oompetent  power  to  punish 
John  Anderson  for  bia  oontempt  of  the  Hoosa,  and 
bis  ontiage  upon  one  of  its  members: 

Stu^ttd,  Tbst  sU  further  proceedings  in  Ibis  Honae 
against  lb«  said  John  Andenon,  do  caase,  and  that 
be  be  discbarged  liom  the  cnstody  of  ths  Bargaanl-at- 

Betohcd,  That  ihe  Atturne;  General  of  the  United 
States  be  directed  to  initilute  such  proceedings  sgainst 
n  for  his  said  oSanee  as  may  bs 


Saohed,  That  the  Committee  on  tfaa  JmfieniT  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ofpnrnSng 
by  Isw  for  tba  punishmrat  of  any  eonlampt  of  th 
eisnsta  or  Hooae  of  BepraentatiTee  of  the  Vaitai 
Stataa,  and  of  any  bieaen  of  the  pririlegca  of  either 
Honae. 

Mr.  SpEHCBR,  of  New  Tork,  observed,  that  in 
submiiiing  the  resolaiions  which  bad  been  read, 
hid  object  was  lo  procure  a  decision  of  the  Honw 
on  the  abstract  question  of  its  right  to  proceed  in 
the  case  of  Colonel  Anderson.  He  bad  cffeiei 
ihem  in  thississe  of  the  proceedrngs,  bccaoseBa 
opporlunity  had  vei  been  giren  lo  take  the  aeasc 
oriheHoose,  aud  with  a  view  also  of  preventiDg 
the  influence  of  ibose  feeliogs,  irfaicb  the  demerit) 
of  the  case  might  excite,  in  produeior  a  deciilM 
that  caltn  aod  delilierate  reason  migbt  not  sanc- 
tion. It  was  more  coosiateni,  also,  with  ibe  dig- 
nity of  tba  House,  that  we  should  retrace  ka  pro- 
oeedings,  if  ihey  were  wreng,  from  our  own  ina- 
pulse,  rather  than  be  eomp^ed  to  do  so  on  the 
motion  of  tbe  accused  or  his  eotMsel. 

Mr.  8.  iiBeqDivoaally  condemned  tbe  condaet 
of  the  aecBsed ;  and  bis  indication  at  the  enorm- 
ily  of  ibe  oflence  bad,  be  confessed,  carried  him 
loo  far  in  endeavoring  to  punish  it.  The  only 
apology  I  hare  to  offer,  said  Mr.  S.  is  to  be  fanoil 
in  Ihat  Dniyersal  burst  of  feeling  which  spread 
through  tbe  House  on  tbe  disclosure  of  the  base 
tivBsaciion.  But  time  for  reflection  has  sne- 
ceeded  to  the  impetnoaily  of  feeling]  and.  being 
perfectly  convinced  thai  we  were  wrong,  I  take 
iba  first  opporianitf  to  acknowledge  my  error,  ' 
and  10  expiate  it,  bf  submitting  tbe  resolaiioas 
on  your  table. 

In  deciding  this  qaesiion,  we  act  as  judges, 
•od  we  mnsi  demand  tbe  very  letter  of  tbelHW 
to  anihoriie  OBr  decision.  With  the  propriety, 
or  expediency,  or  necessity  of  having  some  law 
OQ  tbe  subject,  we, as  judges,  bareooihin^  Eodo. 
We  act  noi  as  Iqiglaiora,  tal  in  a  jodiciaT  capa- 
city, ia  a  cause  between  us  aud  the  aeeosed;  nad 
we  are  aa  strictly  bound  by  ibe  law  of  the  land 
as  any  court  of  justice  can  bs.  Let  us,  ttten, 
seareh  for  that  law.  Ifit  is  to  be  found  at  bU,  U 
is  eiiher  in  ilie  Coualiiuiiou,  iu  the  laws  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  in  tba  law  of  Parliament.  Tbe 
friends  of  ibe  procedure  have  been  in  vaia  called 
upon  [o  point  out  the  express  power  girea  by 
the  Constitution.  So  tat  from  doing  so,  they 
have  not,  as  ret,  answered  the  objeciioos  which 
tbe  Consiiimion  itself iuierposes.  The  4th  article 
of  the  amendments  provides,  "that  no  warraoi 
shall  issue  but  upon  probable  cause,  supported  by 
oolhorq^rntolioti," and  that  it  shall  desciibe  tbe 
person  to  be  seized.  In  tbe  present  cane,  a  war- 
rant baa  been  issued,  Erecting  a  person  to  be 
seized,  without  tieiDg  st^ported  by  oath  or  affiria- 
atiou.  But  we  have  beta  iM,  Ibat  tbe  clause  is 
only  intended  to  re^laiaoonTtsofJBstioe.  There 
is  no  such  limiiation  ip  ib«  ameadiBeoi ;  but, 
admit  it,  aod  what  is  gained  1  The  issuing  <^ 
process  to  bring  in  a  party  to  answer  is  in  itself 
a  judicial  ajci;  all  our  proceedings  in  the  case 
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are  Touaded  upon  the  idea  of  oar  beiog  a  eonrt 
for  this  purpose.  Bf  the  9ih  ameodaieiil  it  is 
provided  thftt  no  parson  BbaJI  be  held  lo  answer 
for  BD  iDfamoua  ciime  aolesf  on  iadiolmeat  of  a 
graod  jurjr,  except  in  etaes  arisina  in  ibti  land  or 
saral  Torces,  ot  in  ihe  miliiia  wben  in  sei 
If  Bof  doubi  should  exiit  ai  to  ihe  unirersatiiy 
of  ibe  prohibition,  the  ezcepied  cHies  wbieh  it 
meoliDns  shows  coDclDsiTelr  that  it  was  intended 
to  applf  to  all  otben.  Here  there  is  ao  present- 
ment, and  no  one  will  contend  that  it  is  one  ol 
the  excepted  eases.  The  same  amendmeoi  pro- 
rides  that  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  be  i 
wiioesa  sgiiosi  himself  in  a  crimiDtl  case.  Wt 
are  about  to  piopoand  in terroga lories  <o  ibii  man  ; 
if  be  Tcfase  to  ansirer  them,  what  are  jron  next  la 
do  7  Will  fou  treat  the  refinal  as  another  con- 
tempt, and  punish  him  for  it;  and  (bus  compel 
him  to  bear  witness  against  bimselfl  Or  will 
f  on  aersist  in  making  a  vain  effort  ti  power,  when 
fnO  Ituow  vou  moat  retire  discomfited  and  dis- 
graced 1  The  6tb  amendment  prorides  for  the 
trial  by  jury.  In  oo  sense  of  the  word  can  ihis- 
House  be  deemed  a  jury  ;  we  are  not  returned  bf 
an  BzecutiTe  oficeri  we  possew  not  the  qunlifi- 
catioDs  of  jurors,  and  Ibe  right  of  challenge  of 
course  coold  not  b«  allowed. 

From  ibis  examination,  it  resnits,  then,  that  if 
we  proceed  igaiasi  this  man  for  a  crime,  ai  some 
have  contended,  out  measures  are  wiiollf  uncon  - 
ituiional,  illegal,  and  void.  Ifwe  proceed  against 


him  at  alL  it  most  be  for  a  contempt  amounting 
to  a  breacb  of  the  privileges  of  Ibe  Hoase.  The 
most  diligent  research  has  not  enabled  me  to  dis- 
cover either  the  word  or  the  idea  of  a  contempt 
as  applied  to  CoDzresi,  in  either  the  Conaiiiuiion 
oi;  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  and  I  venture  to 
affirm  that  neitbet  of  ibem  is  to  be  found  there. 

But  it  ia  said  the  House,  from  necessity,  must 
have  Ibe  power  of  punishing  eonlemptej  and  that 
without  11  we  should  be  unable  to  legislate.  I 
deny,  as  broadly  and  as«nerally  as  the  ~ 
is  made,  tbe  existence  of  any  inch  nece: 
ii  sufSi^iem  for  your  popposes,  to  exe 
natural  rigbt  which  every  citizen  potaeaes,  in 
his  3f>lf-defence,  of  removing  any  interruptions  in 
tbe  discbargeofyour  daiie*.  tt  is  strictly  on  the 
right  of  seir-defence,  and  while  it  will  authorise 

?ou  (o  remove  any  cause  of  interruption  in  yout 
uainess,  and  to  prevent  the  offender  from  enter- 
ing your  galleries,  it  will  not  justify  you  in  going 
a  single  step  farther.  Tbe  necesiity  does  not  re- 
quire that  you  should  punish  the  offender;  it 
does  not  require  that  yda  should  pursue  him  be- 
yond your  own  niaosion.  Your  delibe/ations  are 
unafiecied  by  his  punishment.  And  I  cannot 
conceive  how  it  can  be  deemed  necessary  to  oar 
employmenu  here  to  take  any  notice  whatever 
of  ao  offence  wbicb  does  not  interrupt  our  debate* 
nor  retard  otir  business.  Is  it  contended  that  the 
^wer  10  punish  for  contempts  is  inherent  in  the 
House  1  If  there  be  any  meaning  in  the  term,  it 
most  be  that  without  the  power  yoo  cannot  act 
as  legislators ;  that  is,  that  it  is  essential.  There 
can  be  oo  other  ioberent  rights  than  those  which 
are  abtoliudr  necMMry.    And,  theo,  it  results 


in  the  same  qnestion  of  necessity  which  has  been 
already  disenssed. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  yesterday  alluded 
to  ibat  part  of  Ihe  Constitution  giving  to  Coagress 
the  powers  neceiEary  to  carry  into  execution 
those  which  were  specialty  granted.  I  cannot 
foramomeDt  imagine  that  that  gentleman  in- 
tended to  quote  that  claose  as  giving  le  this  House 
eiecotive  and  judicial  powers.  Bat  to  prevent 
misapprehension,  permit  me  to  quote  it;  it  is  this: 
"  thai  Congress  may  make  sit  law,s  which  shall 
be  necestary  and  proper  for  carrying  info  execu- 
tion tbe  foregoing  powers,"  Rot  that  this  Hoaia 
may  exercise  these  powers,  but  that  this  CongreHL 
composed  of  tbe  three  branches  of  the  Govern- 
meat,  may  make  laws  to  exeenie  Ibe  incidents! 
powers.  It  does  not  even  anthori2e  tbia  Hnase  to 
make  tho  law,  mnch  less  to  usurp  the  jadiclal 
anihoriiy  in  deciding  on  it,  or  the  executive  in 
enforcing  It.  Between  us  and  tfaoM  powers  th« 
Constitution  has  erected  aa  insurmountable  bar- 
rier. In  this  case,  there  being  no  taw,  we,  as  t 
co-ordinate  branch  nf  the  LegisUtture,  have  no 
rigbt  to  make  it.  If  then  it  be  true,  that  it  U 
both  necessary  and  proper,  for  carrying  into  exe- 
euiion  the  powers  vested  in  Congress,  liiai  con- 
tempts of  either  House  not  amounting  to  an  ae- 
tttal  interruption  of  business,  shall  be  punished, 
here  is  your  ambority  for  passing  a  law  to  define 
the  crime  and  to  prescribe  the  ponisbmenL  And 
I  do,  in  the  utmost  extent,  admit  that  Congrev 
have  the  ineidental  power  of  passing  all  laws  at- 
cesaary  and  proper  to  attain  the  objects  contem- 
plated by  tbe  Constituiion.  Indeed,  it  i<  a  prin- 
ciple as  dear  to  me  as  any  other  in  our  Qorern- 
meni;  a  principle  so  streogibened,  conBrmed, 
and  rooted  in  my  mind,  that  intellect  and  under- 
aianding  must  go  with  it  when  I  yield.  But  na- 
til  a  law  is  passed,  there  can  be  no  crime,  for 
crime  consists  in  the  violation  of  a  law ;  and 
there  can  be  no  punishment,  for  that  is  the  jndg> 
mem  of  law,  not  of  a  court,  upon  Ihe  crime.  The 
argument  reported  by  Mr.  Jefferson  to  have  been 
used  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
case  of  the  editor  of  the  Aurora,  is  so  applicable 
to  this  part  of  the  subject,  that  I  must  bu  the 
indal^eoce  of  the  House  for  quoting  it ;  "  A  re- 
'  quiring  a  previous  law,  tbe  Constitution  had  re- 
'  gard  to  tbe  inviolability  of  the  citizen  at  well 
as  of  the  member;  as  should  one  House,  in  the 
regular  form  of  a  bill,  aim  at  loo  broad  priri- 
'  leges,  tl  ma^  be  checked  bv  tbe  other,  aud  both 
'  by  the  President.  And  also  as,  the  law  being 
promulgated,  tbe  citizen  will  know  bow  to  avoid 
offence.  But  if  one  branch  may  assume  its  own 
'  privil^es  wiihoul  control,  if  it  may  do  it  on 
'  tbe  spur  of  the  occasion,  conceal  tbe  law  in  ita 
own  breast,  and,  afler  the  fact  committed,  make 
it*  sentence  both  the  law  and  judgment  on  that 
fact;  if  tbe  offence  is  to  be  kept  undefined,  and 
to  t)B  declared  only  ex  re  nofa,  [as  Ihe  case  ansesj 
and  according  to  the  passlona  of  the  momeDi, 
and  there  ha  rimitaiion  either  in  tbe  manner  or 
the  measure  of  the  panisbment.  the  condiiioa  o{ 
the  citizen  will  be  periloos  indeed  F  Pertloos, 
irl  it  will  be  the  condition  a  ilare,  depeadeat 
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upon  the  ubilnif  will  of  anolhet.  And  u  not 
tne  Tery  propocicion  to  excrcue  incti  a  Iremen- 
doiHpoira,aDdaDdeisachciTCUiiutaDcei,eiiODch 
to  appal  as  1  Here  are  we  assembled  aa  accusers, 
witnesKs,  jarors,  and  jadges  ;  the  offended  parlr, 
acting  Id  all  these  capacities,  and  bnrDing  with 
indignalioD  at  a  flagraat  ontrage;  and  we  ara 
called  DjioD  to  make  the  law,  to  decide  upon  it, 
and  to  pnnish  in  oar  own  case  I — to  decide  what  1 
whether  an  oBeace  has  been  committed  against  an 
nnknowa  law; — to  punish  how  I  according  to 
the  dictates  of  onr  own  feelings !  As  one,  sir,  I 
dare  not  trust  mfsel/wich  such  power*;  and  sure 
I  am  that  no  body  of  men  under  Heaven  ihtlt 
CTei,  with  m;  consent,  exercise  them  a^tainsl  me. 
Tour  power  over  fotir  own  members  is  defined; 
I  know  its  extent ;  hut  the  authority  now  claimed 
has  no  other  limits  than  those  of  passion,  and  no 
other  restraints  than  those  of  pride. 

An  argament  is  attempted  to  be  drawn  from 
ihe  fact,  that  the  courts  and  Legislatares  of  the 
different  Slates,  and  of  Bnsland,  exercise  the 
power  claimed.  With  regard  to  the  Uw  of  Far- 
uameni,  in  England,  it  is  a  peculiar  branch  of  the 
common  law,  declared  b]r  the  two  Hotuet  from 
time  to  lime.  That  Uw  is  not  recqpiised  ia  the 
United  Btatea  Qoverament  or  its  coons,  except 
so  far  as  it  has  been  expressly  adopted.  Repeated 
decisions  of  the  coarta  hare  put  that  question  at 
rest.  I  ntterly  disclaim  and  deny,  therefore,  the 
authority  of  the  law  of  Parliament  as  applicable 
to  CoDrress.  We  reject  some  of  the  forms  of 
that  body,  and  adopt  others;  but  I  trust  we  hare 
not  admitted,  and  never  will  admit  into  oar  in- 
stitution!, the  despotic  principles  which  have  too 
often  disgraced  its  proceedio^  especially  in  casei 
of  privilege. 

With  respect  to  the  different  Stales,  the  com- 
mon law,  with  special  exceptions,  has  been  either 
expressly  or  impliedly  adopted,  or  its  principles 
have  been  enacted  in  siatutes,  and  that  law  has 
conferred  upon  the  State  courts  and  Lnislaiurei 
the  power  of  punishing  for  contempts.  The  prac- 
tice of  tbe  Slates,  therefote^  furaishes  no  example 
forns.  The  authority  claimed  is  not  given  by 
onr  CoDsiiiuiion  or  laws ;  and  it  canooi  be  de- 
rived from  the  common  law,  because  we  do  not 
recognise  the  law  itself.  Besides,  the  Stale  Legis- 
latures possess  other  and  very  different  powers 
from  those  beloogiDE  to  Congress.  Our  authority 
islioiiiedbycertainSxedaad  definite  land-marks; 
their  powers  are  plenary  and  ample;  they  pos. 
cess  all  that  are  not  delegated  to  us.  We  are  a 
branch  of  a  limited  Oorernment  for  certain  pre- 
cise and  special  purposes;  they  are  Qovernraents 
for  all  other  purposes,  without  any  limitation  of 
power  other  than  that  prescribed  by  their  own 
coDsliiaiions.  The  cases,  therefore,  are  not  anal- 
ogous, and  from  their  practice  we  can  derive  no 


Tbe  authority  of  tbe  courts  of  the  States  to 
punish  for  contempts,  is  upon  the  same  founda- 
tion. They  have  acquired  it  by  the  adoption  of 
the  common  law,  or  by  express  statutes.  The 
courts  of  the  United  Slates  maintain  the  same 
power  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  Congress.    The  firat 


Congress  which  assembled  under  the  Coastito- 
tion,  composed  of  the  framers  of  that  instrument, 
have  given  their  construction  of  it  in  the  Uw 
which  they  passed  in  September,  1789;  by  which 
antborilf  is  given  to  all  the  courts  of  the  United 
Btaies  "to  punish,  by  fine  or  imprisonmeiit,  all 
contempts  of  anthoniy  in  any  cause  ot  hearing 
before  tlie  same."  If  all  courts  possess  the  in- 
herent power  contended  for,  then  did  that  vene- 
rable body,  to  whose  labors  we  so  frequently  ap- 
peal, commit  the  aolecism  of  granting  thkt  which 
was  already  possessed.  Far  from  it,  sir.  They 
knew  that  they  were  originating  an  entirely  new 
system,  and  they  intended  that  it  should  emanate 
from  their  hands  complete,  and  at  perfect  as  they 
could  make  it.  It  was  an  experiment — it  was  en- 
tirely new ;  nothing  like  it  had  existed — it  began 
above.  Intending  to  limit  it,  it  became  as  neces- 
sary to  give  sufficient  powers  for  the  exeeutian 
of  the  contemplated  pnrposes,  »x  it  was  to  pro- 
hibit ihe  assumption  of  those  which  wtre  aot 
granted.  Such  was  tbe  course  porsoed,  and  our 
Oovemment,  like  onr  courts,  pottesses  no  powers 
bnt  those  contained  in  the  compict  which  spoke 
■*  into  existence, 

I  have  done,  sir,  with  the  plea  of  necessity — the 
tyrant's  plea,  which  is  always  used  when  there 
is  no  other  to  justify  harsh  and  rigorons  oaeaf 
urea,  or  exorbitant  powers.  The  next  argumeitt 
which  I  have  to  meet  is  that  of  precedent;  tbe 
eternal  refnge  and  expedient  of  a  canse  that 
shrinks  from  inspection,  and  would  hide  itself  ia 
the  obscurity  of  example.  But,  fortunately  for 
our  country,  the  examples  of  the  exercise  of  this  , 
power  are  so  few,  that  there  is  little  danger  that  j 
the  case  of  Anderson  will  be  mingled  with  the  | 
common  rubbish  of  precedent.  It  will  be  r^rd- 
ed,  because  it  occurred  in  a  season  of  ptotoond 
politf cat  tranquillity,  when  there  were  no  party 
nions  to  stimulate  onr  animosities  o  rinfluence 
decisions ;  and  yet  (his  very  ease,  occurring 
iicb  a  period,  ought  to  induce  us  lo  distrust 
precedent  of  all  others.  When  an  atrocious 
It  was  offered  to  one  of  (he  mosi  respectable 
members  of  this  House,  a  gentleman  who  bears 
tbe  very  impress  of  integrity,  and  whom  none  but 
the  most  weak  or  the  most  profligate  could  think 
of  approaching  improperly,  a^r  viewing  thos« 
lines  which  the  Almighty  has  written  on  his 
countenance;  when  such  aa  insult  was  offered  to 
such  a  man,  and  that  toan  our  fellow-member ; 
when  such  an  indignity  was  offered.to  this  House, 
who  could  stop  to  inquire  whether  the  Grat  weapon 
he  seized  to  smile  the  offender,  was  or  was  not 
strictly  lawful  1  I  confess  that  as  one  1  took  the 
weapon  oSered  in  the  warrant  for  apprehending 
Anderson,  withoat  thinking  of  the  consequences 
of  its  use,  and  withoui  caring  for  them.  For  this 
rashness  1  hare  atoned  as  far  as  I  was  able;  and 
it  has  taught  me  a  lesson  which  I  am  now  im- 
proving— to  distrust  those  precedents  which  I  fear 
bare  been  established  under  the  operatioa  of  sim* 
ilar  feelings. 

But,  sit,  I  have  a  general  objection  to  prece- 
dents in  Iqrislation,  not  to  forms;  they  are  eaaea- 
tial  to  the  despatch  of  business  and  to  accuracy. 
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Bat  I  do  object  to  tny  two  or  three  caies  fBrnuh> 
ing  a  mte  for  decision.  For  what  purpose  is  a 
new  CoDgreu  assembled  eyeif  two  fears,  if  it  is 
to  be  boDod  b;  the  deierminaiioD  of  its  predeces- 
sors 7  From  the  Tery  naiBre  of  legislation  there 
can  b«  no  precedent.  Sach  Congress  is  nipreme, 
and  each  law  must  be  passed  upon  its  own  mer- 
its. You  >Bef  I  indeed,  refer  to  the  proceedings 
of  a  former  Con^reis,  as  expressing  the  opinions 
of  genilemea  entitled  to  great  weight,  bot  surelr 

Son  are  not  boond  bj  them.  Hence  arises  the 
iSerence  between  the  effect  of  precedents  in  a 
court  of  joitice  and  in  a  Legislaiare.  In  the 
former  some  fixed  tnle  is  necessary,  thst  suitors 
may  know  their  rights  i  in  (he  Utter,  when  it  is 
not  a  qnestlon  of  right,  each  case  furnishes  its 
owa  role. 

In  the  particular  case  of  contempts,  there  is  the 
same  objection  toonr  beingboandby  precedents  j 
and  that  is  derired  from  the  circamsiance  that, 
there  having  been  no  law  defining  the  crime,  and 
prescribing  its  punishment,  each  case  must,  in 
common  charity,  be  supposed  to  hare  been  deter- 
mined  upon  its  own  merits.  Had  there  been  a 
law  the  crime  would  hare  been  known,  and  the 
precise  tQrpilude  of  the  ofienee  would  have  been 
determined  by  that  standard ;  so  that  a  precedent 
might  then  bare  been  some  erideoce  of  the  ex- 
tent and  application  of  the  prerious  law.  But  as 
there  was  no  law,  wa  are  compelled  lo  infer  that 
one  was  made  to  reach  the  case,  and  made,  of 
course,  only  for  thai  case.  So  that,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Ur.  Jefierton.  (speaking  of  precedents  in 
cases  of  contempts.)  "  the  judgment  on  any  pnr- 
'  ticniar  case  is  the  law  of  that  case  only,  and  dies 
'  with  it.  When  a  new,  and  even  a  similar  case 
'  arises,  the  judgment  which  is  to  make,  and  at 
'  the  same  time  apply  the  law,  is  open  to  question 
'  and  consideration,  as  are  all  new  laws." 

But  if  you  adopt  these  precedents,  how  far  will 
you  go  with  them?  Is  this  House  prepared  to 
go  the  full  length  of  the  tether  which  has  been 
stretched  by  the  English  Parliaments?  The  cases 
which  hate  oeeurted  in  this  country  are  confess- 
edly founded  on  them.  How  much  further  will 
you  follow  ihem  through  the  scenes  of  riolence 
and  passion  which  prodnced  them?  The  Eng- 
lish Parliament  has  decided  that  the  privilege  of 
a  member  arises  by  force  of  the  election,  and  that 
he  possesses  it  eren  before  a  return  be  made. 
Some  of  the  members  on  [his  floor  were  elected 
nearly  two  rears  since.  Hare  we  been  all  this 
time  clothed  with  the  mantle  of  priritege?  It 
has  been  decided  also  by  that  Parliament,  that 
any  assault  upon  the  person,  or  any  attack  upon 
the  reputation  of  a  member,  although  in  a  matter 
not  connected  with  his  official  duties,  is  a  breach 
of  ptirilege.  Is  this  House  prepared  to  punish 
all  the  aspersions  upon  the  ptirate  characters  of 
its  members  which  have  been  made  within  two 
years  1  Will  you  send  rout  Sergeant-at-Arms  to 
the  District  of  Maine  for  any  editor  of  a  news- 
paper who  mar  have  tiadnced  any  member  of 
this  House?  Snoutd  youexetclse  your  power  to 
^at  extent.  I  need  not  ask  how  much  time  this 
House  would  bare  left  to  discharge  its  ordinary 


lole  power  furnished  by  these  precedents,  m 
,.u  most  reject  the  whole;  fbr  there  is  no  di- 
viding line  between  anv  of  them.  Permit  me  to 
pursue  this  doctrine  still  further.  It  has  been  de- 
cided  in  England,  thai  any  interposition  of  the 
King  to  afiect  any  measure  before  either  House 
of  Parliament,  was  a  breach  of  privil^^e.  Lnck> 
ily  for  that  Parliament,  there  was  a  prerogatin 
that  met  the  priril^e;  as  the  King  could  do  no 
wrong,  he  could  not  be  punished ;  and  for  that 
reason,  I  presume,  among  others  more  important, 
the  attempt  to  punish  was  not  made.  Bnt,  sit, 
the  decision  remains  among  the  preeions  bundle 
of  precedent^  ready  to  be  produced  when  occa- 
sion may  require.  Suppose,  then,  what  cannot 
with  propriety  be  supposed,  except  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Uluslrallon,  that  the  President  should 
think  proper  to  interpose  on  a  subject  before  Con- 
gress, and  should  tell  us  that  it  was  not  worth 
out  pains  to  legislate  upon  any  particular  meas- 
ure, because  he  had  determined  to  put  his  veto 
on  It ;  should  we  venture  to  send  oor  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  for  the  President,  and  bring  him  to  our  baif 
No  man  in  his  senses  conld  tbiuK  of  it.  Where, 
then,  will  you  stop?  If  you  ouce  acknowledga 
the  principle  that  the  common  law  established 
by  the  precedents  of  the  Eoflish  Parliament  it 
our  law,  where,  at  what  point  will  you  arrest 
your  career  in  the  course  of  pririlege  and  pre- 
rogattre  ?  If  we  borrow  from  England  the  doc* 
tnne  of  privilege,  why  may  not  any  future  Ex- 
ecutive loan  for  a  short  time  that  of  prerogative? 
One  step  more;  create  a  star-chamber  iudiciarjr 
to  sanction  and  enforce  your  claims,  ana  we  shaU 
hare  reached  the  goal  of  onr  course.  The  whol* 
doctrine  is  uncongenial  with  our  institutions;  it 
has  no  root  here  i  it  cannot  flourbh,  even  if  it 
were  watered  by  the  tears  of  any  who  may  cast 
a  longing,  lingering  look  behind,  at  the  charma  of 
aristocracy,  and  the  comforts  of  despotism. 

In  the  proceedings  against  this  man,  wa  hav« 
arrived  at  the  brink  oi  an  abyas,  where  it  mudt 
beboores  ns  to  pause  and  reflect ;  a  single  step 
may  cast  ns  into  it,  witbont  our  having  sonndM 
its  depth  or  measured  its  exienL  Let  us  hesiUta 
before  we  spring  into  it ;  and  if  we  be  determined 
to  plunge,  let  us  at  least  explore  the  ground,  and 
know  where  we  are  to  land. 

I  cannot  apologize,  I  disdain  to  make  an  apol- 
ogy for  haring  brought  this  subject  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House.  Its  iimnite  importance 
will  riodicate  me.  If  the  House  should  be  de- 
termined tomoceed  in  the  exercise  of  the  power 
claimed  in  tnls  instance,  I  shall  at  least  hare  the 
consolation  of  reflecting  that  I  have  discba^ed 


!Opardizing,  in  an  imminent  degree,  the  personal 
liberty  of  the  citizen. 

Mr.  AifOBKBon,  of  Kentucky,  declared  that  he 
should  support  the  resolntions  offered  to  the 
House.  His  only  objection  was  to  the  expression 
of  doubt  contained  in  the  preamble ;  he  felt  no 
daubt,andthoaght  the  prisoner  should  be  inslantlf 
discharged.    It  might  indeed  prodnce  some  fflor* 
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tificttion,  foi  the  Hquh  W  ■<>  »"ue  its  steps, 
•odtODiake  A  public  ackuD''^'"^'"'''^'"''"''^ 
cilt|y,butheihouglit  ifaic  cur&e  much  preferable 
W  »n  atsumptioa  of  ihe  CoQsiituiion«l  powers 
now  coQieoded  Tar.  He  hianelTpariici Dated  in  the 
moitiGcailoD,  butAfl  ibe  necescilr  orgiTmg  tbe 
mtnt  prompt  correeiioa  to  the  eiroc  vbich  btd 
beep  tommilled  ia  issuing  tbe  warraol.  It  was 
muck  belter  dow  lo  arcesi  the  proceedinfs,  tbaa 
to  cooduci  the  c«se  through  ao  eiamioauoa,  cod 
Iw  coinpeUed  to  adopt  that  course ;  an  idea  then 
migtit  jUBtifiablf  arise  that  the  discharge  was 
produced  by  a  belief  ttiat  the  iubd  waa  iaoocent, 
pi  that  the  case  did  not  merit  panishmeDt.  It 
BhjDuld  be  placed  on  its  true  ground ;  the  prisoner 
•boufd  be  immed>>(etr  discharged,  from  a  want 
of  pover  in  this  House  to  punish.  If  this  power 
be  possessed,  it  is  indeed  loost  noTel  sjid  ez,traoi- 
diaaiy.  In  every  other  cufe,  an  act,  which  is 
punishable,  most,  by  a  prerioas  taw.'hiTe  been 
feclaied  an  oSence.  Xa  this,  the  guilt  of  the  in- 
dividual  does  not  rest  on  aoy  statute  preTiously 
d  and  promulgated,  but  on  tbe  feelings  aod 
int  of  tbi*  House.  In  Tain  do  we  demand 
1  law,  which  has  declared  the  act  an  oSbnce 
at  the  lime  of  its  comoiission.  In  vain  may  the 
ttitisen  look  for  |he  rule  of  his  conduct  in  the 
■lauite  book  of  his  couniry.  There  is  ao  Jaw 
declaring  the  act,  we  sie  about  to  punish,  a  con- 
tempt or  an  ofience  of  AQ  v  kind ;  our  opiaion  of 
Its  criminality  has  been  locked  within  our  own 
lKc«sts,and  never  c«n be  constitutionally  declared 
except  by  a  law  of  Congrew.  No  other  tribunal 
has  ever  yet  dared  to  aaaiune  such  a  pow^,  aud 
if  it  be  exercised,  no  citizen  in  this  couDtry  can 
be  Hfe.  3ut  if  the  dociiioe  is  recognised  that 
we  can  declare  an  act  after  it  is  committed  ao 
oSiiDce,  according  to  our  views  of  the  piivileget 
fifths  House,  or  the  nature  of  contempts,  we  are 
&t  once  plunged  in  a  sea  of  perplexity.  There  is 
no  subject  on  which  the  raryiitg  minds  of  men 
can  diner  more.  That  act  which  one  will  declare 
the  grossest  contempt,  will,  by  another,  be  thought 
perfectlv  harmless.  We  uiafl  iuive  no  previous 
atandara  by  which  we  can  measore  the  act;  the 
fact  of  its  being  an  offence  will  depend  on  the 
wide  and  differing  views  of  members  of  this 
House.  If  we  reserve  lo  ourselves  tbe  power 
of  declaring  every  paragraph  in  the  newspapers 
defamatory  or  libellous,  as  our  feelings  amy  di 
UMl,  and  which  no  law  has  forbidden,  ws  are  in- 
deed possessed  of  powers,  of  which  the  peopls  of 
this  country  have  liule  thought,  and  which,  by 
leading  the  Conslitolion,  they  can  never  find. 

If,  however,  it  should  be  conceded  that  this  was 
an  offence,  unless  there  has  been  a  punishmeot 
previously  a£ied  by  law,  we  are  still  powerless 
and  must  arrest  these  proceedioA^  By  what  au- 
thority can  we  award  any  punisnment,  or  impris- 
onment, in  prefereoce  to  anv  other  1  There  is 
none  in  the  CoDEiimtioo,  and  there  is  no  law  on 
the  subject.  What  necessary  connexion  is  there 
between  contempt  and  imprisonment?  They 
teem  to  be  spoken  of  as  if  one  was  a  necessary 
consequenceofihe  other.  Iiarises,  Mr.  Speaker, 
from  the  provisions  of  the  common  law,  and  the 


-  ^  recollect  ions,  and  ate  diSeuli  to 

be  shaken  off.  We  forget  that  the  powersof  the 
House  of  Commons  depend  on  ptecedeois  farmed 
by  their  own  decisions,  and  ours  only  oo  special 
grants  in  the  Constitution.  This  Hanse  aJane 
panooi  create  a  punishment  which  his  not  been 
a£zed  by  law  j  by  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Ao  apt  illustration  of  tbe  idea  is  found  ixi 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  which  de&ae 
treason,  and  empower  Congress  to  prescribe  the 
puoisbment.  Ifthis  power  bad  never  been  excf 
cised,  and  no  statute  bad  been  enacted  to  declate 
the  punishment,  no  court  in  this  country  cooU 
have  created  one.  No  judge  would  have  dared 
to  pau  a  sentence  of  death  or  imprison  for  a  day. 
The  vilest  traitor  that  ever  lived,  can  bepuDiitiecl 
only  according  to  lav  in  ibis  land.  The  sue 
observations  apply  to  pincy,  and  felonies,  coe>- 
mitted  on  the  high  teas.  Until  Congress  shiU 
exercise  the  powers  given  by  the  Canstiiui/oi, 
and  define  the  crimes  and  declare  the  punisbcaeni, 
no  tribunal  in  this  country  can  supply  the  defect 
and  dare  to  punish  according  to  the  connmoo 
law,  or  in  any  other  way.  If  we  can  impose  a 
penalty,  which  has  not  been  assigned  to  a  specific 
crime,  there  is  then  no  boundary  to  our  po«et& 
When  .we  determine  that  this  House  possess  the 
power  of  punishment,  then  ihe  species  or  degree 
IS  only  mattec  of  selection.  Who  can  prescribe 
the  limit  T  We  have  no  standard  to  regulate  or 
bind  our  power,  bat  our  own  feeling.  IFe  cut 
range  thtoush  every  gradation  of  poaishment, 
from  a  timplie  reprioiand  to  deaih.  And  when 
the  principle  of  punishment  is  decided,  we  may 
to-raorrov  he  boldly  debating  whether  we  shall 
reprimand,  imprison,  brand,  or  gtblwl  this  man. 
If  this  resolution  be  r^ected,  we  shall,  in  effect^ 
decide  that  the  House  of  Bepresenutives  posses 
the  power  not  onlj  of  declariitg  any  act  an  of- 
fence, bu  t  of  seleeitng  and  iaflietuig  a  punishment 
heretofore  unknown  to  the  laws,  and  even  i«  our- 
selves. These  are  indeed  tremendous  powers, 
and  such  as  I  believe  have  never  been  granted. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  PoaarrB) 
asked,  yesterday,  what  wouU  be  the  course  of 
this  House,  if  a  person  in  the  galleries  should  in- 
Bolt  a  memoer  by  hissing,  or  throwing  nuts  at  his 
head  7  The  question  has  been  answered  by  the 
gentleman  who  last  addressed  voo.  But  those 
who  support  Ihe  power  of  the  Uqom,  must  re- 
member that  they  do  not  extricate  themselves 
from  tbe  difficulty  of  propounding  perplexing 
qucatioDa.  They  hold  the  affiroutive  of  tlie  pro- 
position, and  cannot  expect  us  to  follow  them, 
unless  they  show  the  way  cleatly  and  distinctly. 
The  answer,  however,  which  he  would  give,  and 
which  Would  release  the  House  from  all  emhar* 
rassment,  would  be  to  pass  a  Uw  accurately  de- 
fining every  offence,  and  assigning  a  punishment 
10  each.  On  ihe  subject  ofour  power  to  give 
such  a  law  operation  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, there  can  be  no  doabl.  Tbe  power  of 
'-exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever," 
was  given  to  enable  Congress  to  place  at  ■  dis- 
tance everything  which  could  overawe  its  pro- 
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eeediD^  or  in  uif  way  obitiuei  iu  taparlisl  <le- 
libenuoDs.  Atiy  l*w  urn;  be  pasMd  whicb  i« 
neceMtrjr  to  Jnaure  to  >  member  of  the  Hook 
perfect  exemptioa  ftofn  iDRuli,aDd  to  enmble  him 
in  ererr  way  impsriially  Md  fMrkulp  to  dia- 
eha^a  bi*  duties.  Within  the  "  ten  talks  smMre" 
there  waiao  difficulty;  for  the  peUieit  offeiider 
witbiB  the  District  could  be  puiii»b«d  ooly'by 
authority  of  an  wt  of  CoDgren,  either  fpeeislly 
embrMioE  the  ca»e,  or  •doptisg  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia or  MiiylaDd  oB  ibe  labjeci.  It  is  ponible 
that  a  doubt  might  be  created  m  to  eooteaipts,  or 
other  ofieacci  agaiDsi  (he  priTtie^esc^lheHoute, 
committed  beyond  this  exclusive  jutiidiction  ; 
aod  ve  matt  ihea  re»ort  to  the  authority  "  to 
makeal!  laws  which  »haU  be  neceuary  and  proper 
for  carrying;  into  exeeuiion"  ibe  poweri  of  Cod- 
gresB.  Bat  in  no  event  could  much  praciicat  id' 
conrenicDceresalt,  asitconld  very  rarely  happen 
that  any  contempt,  shovii  beyond  the  District, 
eoifld  wriously  oburuct  the  traUMction  of  the 
public  basin eaa. 

It  has  beeo  urged  that  ihe  Stale  L^islaiurat 
and  courts  of  justice  punish  conKinpts,  and  it  is 
demanded,  if  Congren  ahatt  not  exercise  ihia 
power.  No  legiilauire  or  court  can  exercise  ii 
without  law.  In  all  the  Sialea  ibey  are  aathor- 
ized  either  by  statutes  specially,  or  by  the  comfflc» 
law,  tecogaited  by  the  atatates  or  the  Stale  con- 
stitniions.  Congress  can  by  law  prescribe  a  pan- 
isbment,  and  the  mode  of  awaiding  it.  Until 
thif  is  done,  one  Mouae  cannot  make  the  afienee, 
and  tbea  puoisb  ii.  He  thought  the  warrant 
should  be  set  aside.  Slill  he  coald  east  eensure 
on  no  one,  as  no  member  of  the  Hoase  had  voted 
for  the  warrant  saore  promptly  than  he  did.  If 
the  prisoner  had  then  been  present,  it  was  pro- 
bable he  would  act  have  postponed  the  panish- 
ment,  even  lo  read  the  Uonatiintion. 

Mr.  FoBBiTH,  of  Qeorgio,  said,  he  wonld  not 
follow  the  geotlemen  through  Ihe  loog  coarse  of 
their  arguments.  He  relied  on  their  own  admis- 
sions, u  abundantly  sufficient  to  iastify  the  pro- 
ceedings which  had  been  and  which  were  pro- 
poaed  to  be  adopted. 

It  is  adoutted  that  we  have  power  to  sawrese 
disorder  in  the  gallery,  (o  remove  the  olender 
from  the  hall.  Is  not  [fais  removal  of  a  eitiHa 
of  the  United  States  of  a  freemau,  from  youi 
gallery,  in  which,  while  it  coniinues  ofoa,  he 
has  as  nach  right  to  sit  there  as  we  have 
here^  a  punishment  for  a  crime  or  contempt 
which  he  has  committed  ?  Is  it  not,  if  not  justi- 
fied by  law,  an  assault,  and  false  imprisoomeni, 
for  which  the  officer  acting  under  yoot  orders  is 
aniweiable,  by  suit  and  by  indictment?  Whence 
ariMs  the  power?  Will  gealtemen  point  to  the 
clause  of  the  Cooslitatlon  which  confers  it  I 
Here  then  is  a  ease  in  which,  from  the  neaeasiiy 
of  the  case,  no  gentleman  will  venture  to  deny 
the  exigence  of  the  auihqrily  lo  punish,  and  the 
propriety  of  its  exercise.  But  does  it  slop  here  1 
Ate  we  permiiled  to  remove  the  nuisance  only 
beyond  the  walla  of  this  room.  Extends  itno  far* 
ther  1  Cannot  our  deliberations  be  interrupted 
at  the  door,  and  oa  tbe  staircase  1    The  aan* 


reasoning  will  sj^y  to  all  portions  of  tbe  House 
and  to  iba  street.  Does  it  slop  here  7  Will  yon 
permit  the  beating  of  drnmt  and  the  firing  of 
cannon  under  your  windows,  in  the  street,  in 
front  of  this  ball  7  Cso  we  not  lemove  soeh 
nuisanees,  and  prevent  their  recurrence,  by  (he 
psnishmeni  of  those  who  caused  them,  for  their 
OOBtempt  to  this  body  t  Cerlaialy  no  one  can 
deny  it.  We  have,  therefore,  by  adnisaion,  the 
power  within  and  without  these  walls.  Where 
IS  tbe  limit,  Mi.  F.  said?  It  was  limited  only 
by  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales,  beeauaa 
to  the  extent  of  Ihe  jurisdiction  was  tbe  necessity 
of  tbe  legitimate  exocise  of  the  power. 

Mr.  F.  did  not  conceive  those  clauses  of  the 
Ooastilntioo,  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  applicable  to  tbe  present  ease.  Tbe  per- 
on  In  euslod^  is  charged  with  a  eoniempi,  pon- 
ahed  sanniarily  in  all  cases — aoi  for  an  oSence 
adiatabie  and  puaishable  by  tbe  ordinary  courN 
if  judicial  proceedings.  Every  genilmian,  whe- 
ther of  Ihe  profession  of  the  law  or  not,  will 
know  tbe  distinction,  and  ihat  these  oMoses  <tf 
ihe  Constitution  were  framed  without  any  vtev 
to  tbe  exercise  of  this  power  lo  punish  eoatempts, 
and  witboot  any  intention  to  prevent  its  exercise. 

But  we  are  lold,  that  this  miserable  man  i> 
called  here  to  answer  to  lome  unknown  law- 
He  was  aomewhat  at  loss  to  nndersland  the  foru 
of  the  remark;  if  il  was  meant  lo  convey  tha 
idea,  that  there  is  no  law  of  Coogreai  defining 
Ihe  bribery  of  a  member  of  Congress  as  a  crime, 
and  affiiiDg  an  appropriate  panitbmeat,  ft  waa 
true.  But  if  it  meant,  what  il  can  only  mean,  if 
need  with  an  apiriication  lo  this  ease,  liiat  wa 
proposed  to  make  an  nelioa,  in  iitelf  inneeeBt, 
criminal,  and  punishable,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  most 
express  his  astOBishmeot  at  the  deelamiiaB. 
Ignorant  indeed  must  be  that  man,  who  does  aat 
know  ibat  this  action  was  not  criminal  in  the 
highest  degree.  Ever^  man  carries  in  bis  own 
boeom  a  faithful  monitor,  ioatracting  hin  hair 
enornous  is  snch  an  effeuee.  He  has  oommilwJ 
an  oifonee  against  a  law  known  to  him  and  to 
all  mankind,  for  which,Mr.  F.  trusted,  he  woald 
be  [Hiaiabed  as  far  the  power  of  tbe  House  would 

Mr,  P.  said,  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York 
ackoowledged  the  force  of  preeedeats  in  judicial 
proceediagi;  there  they  are  highly  asefiil  lantU 
marks,  boi  lo  be  departed  from  witfaool  daogerj 
but  in  tegislaiive  proceedings  ihey  are  danger- 
ous ibiogs.  Mr.  F.  could  not  perceive  tbe  pro- 
priety of  the  dislinciioD.  A  precedent  in  on* 
place  is  omaipoteni;  in  anotber  a  tuceesaiAK  of 
precedeuu  are  to  be  disregarded.  The  iud^ 
menis  pronounced  in  similar  cases,  by  tbe  Hoas« 
of  Repreaen  Is  lives,  were  aasailed,  oa  the  groond 
that  they  were  esiablished  under  the  infinanea 
of  passion.  The  genileman,  Mr.  F.  apprehended, 
bad  not  examined  tbe  history  of  tbe  cases  lo 
which  be  referred  ;  he  would  and  that  they  wet« 
established  on  due  deliberation.  If  be  would 
compare  the  coadoct  of  this  House,  and  that  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  '96,  in  the  owa 
of  Randall  and  Whitney,  he  would  find  that  at& 
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fict«Dt  cooling  time  had  tweii  rarntshed  tfa«  Hooae 
of  RmeteDtatireg  before  ih«  commiuton  of  tbe 
&ct.  This  House,  yesterday,  under  the  influence 
■of  violent  indignation,  adopted  aaanimoDsly  the 
propoaiiion  to  arrest  tbe  ofiender.  To-day  we 
are  cool  enough  to  examine  with  critical  accuraey 
■and  Bciatinizine  caie,  into  the  ezteni  of  oar  Con- 
«tilutianal  aninorii]'  to  protect  ouraelres  from 
tilt  approBchet  of  corruption,  or  the  asaautts  of 
▼ioleoce,  while  in  the  performance  of  our  public 
duties.  In  the  caiie  of  Raadali,  the  offender  was 
brought  day  after  day  before  [lie  House;  he  had 
counsel  who  defended  his  cause,  and  urged  alt 
the  suggesiioDS  in  his  favor  which  his  case  would 
jtutify.  He  was,  by  a  majority  of  four  to  one, 
deliberately  condemned  and  deliberately  punish- 
ed, by  a  oonSoeroent  of  three  weeks,  for  toe  con- 
tempt he  had  committed. 

Tne  gentleman  from  New  York  had  read  to 
the  Honae  the  arguments  which  were  made  uk 
o^  on  an  occasion  subsequent  to  that  to  which 
Mr.  F.  bad  referred,  against  the  power  of  the 
Bovse,  and  the  obsarTaiiona  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
IbereoD.  Mr.  F.  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  argaincnts,  which  the  gentleman  had  not 
lead.  from  the  same  authority.  In  debating  the 
legality  of  an  order  issued  by  the  other  branch 
oithe  Legislatare— nn^rder  of  an  extraordinary 
character,  Mr.  F.  said,  and  one  which  he  would 
not  haTe  consented  to  issue — for  the  appreben- 
SOD  of  the  editor  of  a  uewsipaper,  it  was  "  insisted, 
in  support  of  it,  that  every  man  by  the  law  of 
nature,  and  every  body  of  men,  possesses  the 
right  of  self-defence;  that  all  public  functiona- 
ries are  essentially  invested  with  the  powers  of 
aelf' preservation ;  that  they  have  an  iobereut  right 
to  do  all  acts  uecessary  to  keep  themselves  in  a 
eondition  to  discharge  the  trusts  con6ded  to  them ; 
that,  whenever  autnoriiies  are  given,  tbe  means 
of  carrying  them  into  execution  are  given,  by 
Becessar;r  implicatioo  ;  that  thus  we  see  tbe  Brit- 
Idi  Parliitnent  exercise  the  ri|;ht  of  punishing 
contempts;  all  the  State  Legislatures  exercise 
(he  (ime  power,  and  every  conrt  does  tbe  same ; 
that,  if  we  have  it  not,  we  sit  at  tbe  mercy 
of  eTery  intruder  who  may  enter  oar  doors  or 
gallery,  and,  by  noise  and  tumult,  render  pro- 
ceeding in  business  impracticable;  that,  if  our 
mnquillityis  to  be  perpetually  disturbed  by  Dews- 
paper  defamBtioD,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  exer- 
cise our  functions  with  tbe  requisite  coolness 
and  deliberation;  and  that  we  must  therefore 
have  a  power  to  punish  these  disturbers  of  our 
peace  and  proceedings." 

That  precedent,  therefore,  was  established,  Mr. 
F.  said,  on  the  inherent  right  of  tbe  Honse,  to  do 
all  acts  necessary  to  the  doe  exercise  of  the  trust 
eonfided  to  them.  This  was  tbe  foundation  on 
which,  in  this  particular  case,  the  power  of  the 
House  was  vested. 

There  was  a  certain  class  of  powers,  Mr.  F. 
aaid,  every  day  exercised  by  this  House,  some- 
thing anaWous  to  that  which  was  the  subject  of 
debate.  Whence  was  derived  the  power,  which 
was  frequently  exercised  by  this  House,  and 
wkieb  was  even  frequently  conferred  on  its  sub- 


ordinate committees,  of  seodiug  for  peraee*  and 

Epers?  Did  any  one  doubt  the  right  of  the 
»se  to  do  this?  Was  the  right,  woich  wMof 
every  day's  practice,  doubted?  [Some  gentle- 
man here  intimated  that  he  did  qoeuioti  tbia 
power.]  4  Mr.  F.  said  the  power  existed  from  ne- 
cessity. How  could  tbe  House  ascertain  tbe 
guilt  or  innocence  of  a  public  offender,  whose 
conduct  should  be  anaigned  before  ii,  without 
that  power  7  It  was  esseBtially  necessary  tbat  it 
should  have  it,  to  compel  the  itieodanee  of  wit- 
nesses, and  the  production  of  papers  in  their  poa- 
session.  That  power  bad  therefore  been,  aod 
always  must  be,  exercised  without  dispute; 
though  there  was  nothing  in  tbe  Constitutioa 
conferring  that  power  on  the  Honse.  Tbe  power 
arose  by  necessary  implication  from  the  duty  im- 
posed upon  the  House  of  examining  into  the  con- 
dnct  or  the  officers  of  the  Goveroment.  Wis 
not  the  analogy  between  thecasesperfect?  Here, 
said  he,  we  have  exercised  tbe  power  of  bn'ngmg 
a  man  before  us  for  an  offence  which,  if  petcait- 
led  to  pass  unpunished,  will  render  it  a  disgrae^ 
instead  of  an  honor,  to  be  a  member  of  this 
House.  Mr.  F.  concinded  by  saving,  he  trusted 
that  in  this  case  the  Honse  woulu  do  all  they  had 
hitherto  done;  that  they  would  examine  the  ac- 
cused, whether  he  denies  or  admits  the  charge; 
and,  the  offence  being  proved  upon  him,  that  ne 
would  be  duly  punished. 

Mr.  BARBonn,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  he  wt$ 
induced  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  tbe  House 
whilst  be  submitted  his  view  of  this  sobiect,  not 
only  because  there  was  n  great  Cooslitutional 
question  involved,  but  because  he  bad  acquiesced 
in  the  issuiog  of  the  warrant,  upon  which  be  was 
now  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  House  ought 
not  further  to  proceed. 

We  are  called  upon,  said  he,  to  decide  ibis 
question;  whether  the  House  of  Representatives 
have  tbe  power  to  punish  the  person  at  its  bu, 
for  an  attempt  to  bribe  the  chairman  of  one  of  its 
committees.  After  tbe  most  mature  deJiberacioD 
which  he  bad  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  sub- 
ject, he  said  be  was  satisfied  that  the  House  had 
not  that  power ;  that  he  would  endeavor  to  sttkte, 
as  succinctly  as  he  could,  the  reasons  upon  whicli 
that  opinion  was  founded. 

Tbe  attempt  imputed  to  tbe  person  at  the  bar 
of  the  House,  and  about  which  there  pas  no 
doubt,  in  point  of  fact,  seemed  to  bim  to  present 
itself  in  these  two  points  of  view:  First,  as  a 
crime,  to  be  punished  because  of  its  own  enor- 
mity ;  secondly,  as  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
a  member  of  this  House.  As  to  tbe  first  propo- 
sition there  could  be  but  one  opinion.  The  act 
complained  of  is  one  of  tbe  most  abhorrent  kind; 
but  the  word  crime,  ex  vi  lermim,  imported  a 
violation  of  some  law,  either  in  the  omissioa  ol 
some  act  enjoined  by  it,  or  in  the  commission  of 
some  aec  forbidden  by  ic  That  law  must  liive 
been  enacted  by  the  legislative  power — that  is, 
by  the  content  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 
Now,  B)  it  was  conceded  on  all  bands  that  so 
such  law  had  passed,  as  it  was  clear  that  no  such 
law  could  DOW  pass,  so  as  by  an  ex  pott  facta 
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operatioii  to  leltte  back,  a&d  embniM  tbii  hm; 
aa,  too,  the  exeeviioa  of  a  Uw,  by  ihs  infiicUon 
of  poniabBeDt,  beIoDg«l  to  jadieial  cagniuace, 
the  eonelaaEon  followed,  loo  cleulj^  lo  require 
fartber  commeDt,  ikat  the  ut  committed,  or  tt- 
leoipicd  to  be  committed,  eotild  not  be  pnnulied 
by  this  HooMU  a  erimewitbiD  itself.  Heipoke 
not  beie  of  ibe  oommon  law,  wbieb  paDiihea 
etimea  afainat  tbe  lawi  of  moralitj]~[bal  law 
did  Dol  exiit  in  relation  lo  tbe  United  Slatet; 
and  if  it  did,  tbia  waa  not  tbe  tribunal  to  enfon* 
it.  We  eome  bow,  said  Hr.  B_  to  the  great 
qnestion  in  tbia  eaie,  it  ia  thic  Was  the  attempt 
complained  of  a  breach  of  tbo  priritegea  of  a 
memb^of  ibiaHonael  He  aaia  be  woald  at- 
Mmpi  to  ihow  tbai  it  waa  not. 

If,  indeed,  thia  qneslion  was  to  be  decided  by 
the  Lix  ParUamttUaria  of  Great  Britain,  be 
wonU  not  nnderiake  to  say  wlkat  might  be  the 
deeiaion;  but,  said  be,  we  have  a  mnch  better 
and  siirer  goide^we  hare  the  ConslitniioD  of 
the  United  States  to  point  ont  tbe  eoorae  which 
ire  ought  to  pnrsne.  It  was  that  iaatromeot,  be 
said,  which  called  into  existence  erery  depart- 
ment  of  tbe  Federal  Qoreniment,  and  which 
created  thia  House  as  a  branch  of  one  of  thoie 
departments;  it  waa  that  which  nwrked  ont  the 
powers  of  the  Leglslatnre  aa  a  whole,  and  the 
powers  of  this  Hoqm  as  a  eoBatilDent  pert,  as 
well  as  tbe  pririleges  of  its  members. 

By  reference  lo  the  Constiratioo,  il  would  be 
found  Ibac  tbe  mailer  of  pririle^  was  not  left 
to  constrDccioD.  Tlie framen orihat iasirumeat 
were  deeply  rersed  in  the  nature  and  history 
of  Parliamentary  pririlwes.  They  knew  that, 
though  they  were  undefined,  because  they  bad 
been  aaid  to  be  undefioable,  ihey  were  marked 
with  one  strong  characteristic  feature — that  they 
had  perpetuaUr  adranced,  that  they  bad  never 
retrograded.  Tliey  therefor^  in  the  sixth  section 
of  the  first  article  of  tbe  Constitution,  had  acen- 
rately  defined  the  pririleges  of  members;  they 
made  them  to  consist^  first,  in  a  qualified  exemp- 
tion "  from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  the 
session  of  their  respective  Honses,  and  in  goinc 
to,  and  returning  from,  tbe  same,*"  and,^  seconf 
It,  "that  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either 
House,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other 

iilace."  Here,  then,  was  the  extent  of  our  privi- 
wes. 

He  tbonght  that,  according  to  this  nnirenal 
principle  afconstmctioa,  that  the  mention  of  one 
thing  was  the  exelnsion  of  another,  il  was  obri- 
OQs  that  the  Constitution  had  intended  lo  restrain 
privilege,  and  tie  it  down  to  the  particular  cases 
Slated  in  the  section  which  he  bad  just  cited. 
But  to  put  this  subject  in  a  point  of  riew,  if  poa- 
sible,  atill  atronger,  be  Iwgged  leave  to  refer  tbe 
House  to  the  third  section  of  JeSieraoii's  Manual, 
in  which  will  be  fonnd  an  eonmeraiion  of  the 
privileges  claimed  by  the  British  Parliament. 
That  enumeration  embraced,  besides  many  others, 
the  two  eases  mentioned  in  the  Constitution. 
Hence  it  must  be  most  obvious,  that  the  Conati- 
tniioa  did  not  intend  to  adopt  the  Parliamentary 
law  npon  the  snbjeet  of  privilege ;  bccaose,  as 


that  covered  a  much  larger  groand,  if  it  had  been 
intended  to  have  given  tbe  whole,  it  is  difficnlt, 
if  not  impoaaible,  to  assign  a  reason  why  it  should 
have  bent  thought  necessary,  by  special  enume< 
ration,  to  have  given  a  part. 

There  was  no  man  in  the  House,  he  aid,  who 
conld  hold  the  attempt  which  tfad  been  made  in 
greater  abhorrence  than  himself;  but  whilst  be 
considered  it  a  daring  attempt  at  wickedness,  an 
ontrageons  insoll  to  tlie  feelings  of  the  member, 
and  as  calcnlated  to  excite  the  detestation  of  dl 
good  men,  yet  it  was  not,  as  he  thought  ha  bad 
ptov^,  a  breach  of  privilege.  If  it  were  not,  then 
there  contd  N  no  principle  onfwhich  the  Honae 
conld  pretend  to  take  cognizance  of  it.  There 
were  many  insults  which  might  be  offered  to  the 
members  of  this  Honse,  for  which  they  bad  no 
remedy  bnt  those  which  were  open  to  every  other 
citizen.  And,  indeed,  be  refened  the  House  to 
tbe  same  section  of  the  parliamentary  manual,  to 
which  he  had  before  called  their  attention,  to 
show,  that,  in  a  case  of  acknowledged  breach  of 
privil^e,  is,  for  example,  the  arrest  of  a  mem* 
ber,  tbe  effect  of  such  unanthorized  arrest  is,  that 
the  member  is  entitled  to  be  discharged,  and  the 
persons  concerned  in  the  arrest  are  liable  to  ac- 
tion  or  indictment  for  their  injurious  violation 
of  the  member's  privilege;  but  he  did  not  believe 
that  even  in  that  case  the  House  conld  inflict  sny 
puuisbment  on  the  persons  concerned  for  a  con- 
tempi  itself.  Bnt  geallemen  had  taken  another 
ground  in  debating  this  subject;  they  had  said 
that  the  mere  creation  of  a  legislative  body,  ipto 
facto,  imparted  to  thai  body  certain  rights,  and, 
amongst  others,  tbe  right  of  self-defence;  that  as 
they  had  the  power,  so  it  was  their  duty  to  keen 
themselrea  pure ;  and  for  that  purpose  to  pnnisb 
any  attempt  upon  the  iniegrity  of  its  meml>ere. 
This  reasoning,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  too  broad.  Cob- 
grass  is  tbe  creature  of  the  Coastiiutioo;  it  has, 
therefore,  as  he  had  observed  in  a  former  part  of 
his  argnmeol,  just  those  powers,  and  those  only, 
which  the  Constitution  had  given  it;  and  what- 
ever powers  are  not  given  we  must  be  content  to 
think  were  not  thougnt  necesssry.  To  Congress, 
composed  of  the  two  Houses,  it  had  given  the 
legislative  power  which  it  granted.  But  ibis  was 
clearly  no  act  of  legislation ;  fint,  because  it  was 
a  proceeding  proposed  to  be  carried  on  by  one 
branch  of  Congress;  and,  secondly,  becanse  it 
did  not  iHopose  to  provide  a  punishment  for  fu- 
ture oases,  bnt  to  inflict  it  upon  one  which  had 
already  occurred.  But,  besides  the  legislative 
power  granted  to  Congress,  as  composed  of  the 
two  Honses,  there  were  certain  powers  granted 
to  each  of  the  Honses  respeciirely.  Let  ua  then 
see  what  are  given  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires.  They  are  all  to  be  found  in  the  second 
and  flflh  sections  of  the  first  article.  He  said 
there  was  no  power  given  tbe  House  affirma-  ^ 
tirdy  to  indict  panisbment  upon  persons  not 
members  for  any  offence  either  against  tbe  House 
or  its  members.  Was  it  to  be  inferred  from  the 
powers  which  were  given?  So  far  from  it,  be 
said,  that  he  thought  the  inference  deducible  from 
the  natiure  of  tbe  powers  given  almoat  irresiMible, 
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Ihkt  aieb  power  wat  net  iDUnded.  Tbe  vtmI 
trgameot  b&d  Ixea  thaithe  ereatioQ  of  the  Lcgu- 
laWfe  imparled  to  it  eertain  JDherent  powers  bb 
m  part  of  its  oaiure  and  eiiateoee.  Now,  sir,  Mid 
be,  lei  me  atk,  what  power  could  be  mote  in- 
tiereni,iD  a  Ugislatire  ttody,  than  thai  of  appotot- 
LPg  Iheir  owa  Speaker  I  And  yet  this  power  is 
axpreuiy  giveo.  What  coald  be  uoreiDbereBi 
tfasD  [be  power  to  detemiDe  ibeir  oWD  ruleaof 
proceeding?  And  yet  this  wai  expresslf  giveo. 
What  coald  be  more  iDberent  than  the  right  of 

Kiniabiag  uto  of  iis  owo  memben  for  disorderly 
harlourl  And  yet  this  was  ezpreaily  given. 
He  atked  wbethef  the  givjag  powers  tike  these, 
whicb,  if  there  be  any  sDch  ibtng  as  iah«rcai 
^weit,  woold  hsTe  been  so  coniioflred,  did  not 
locontasubty  proT«  that  ibe  CoDstitatioD  meant 
aot  to  leave  this  subject  lo  doubtful  ooDBiructioD, 
bnt,  OB  ihe  coQirarv,  to  ^ive  to  ihe  whole  of  the 
legwlalive  body  wnicb  ii  created,  aa  well  as  to 
its  sevetal  parts,  the  laws  of  its  and  their  eaist* 
ancc,  aod  to  impart  to  them  by  grant  the  poweta 
secestary  to  the  performance  of  their  teveraJ 
foDCttons.  Sir,  the  framers  of  the  Cooslitulion 
meaot  to  guard  as  carefall^  against  the  latita- 
dinous  consttaciioa  which  might  be  giveii  to  ia- 
definite  powers,  as  they  did  against  indefinite 
privileges;  they  therefore  detetmiDfld  to  bring 
down  ooth  power  and  privilege  to  a  ConstitU' 
tional  itaudard,  so  that  they  might  be  easily 
measored.  It  would  have  been  a  vain  thing  u> 
kare  circumscribed  Coogresg  in  its  legislative 
Bowei,  if  the  two  Houses  which  compose  it  had 
been  left,  like  the  Britiab  Parliament,  to  nuige  at 
Urge,  in  the  wide  Geld  of  inherent  powers,  and 
ismnaite  piivil^es.  ir,  said  Mr.  B.,  Ihe  Hoose 
bad  power  to  uke  otwoizaace  of  this  case  end  to 
pnniah  il,  where  would  ihey  siopi  This  ioaolt 
or  ibis  attempt  npon  one  of  the  members  was 
committed  not  in  this  House,  but  in  the  District 
of  Columbia;  siipjpose  it  bad  been  committed  in 
an  extreme  part  of  the  Uoiied  States,  woold  our 
JQrisdiction  have  reached  the  offender  there,  and 
should  our  Sergeanl-at-ArraB  have  been  sent  to 
arreat  him?  The  conseqoeuces  to  wbleb  this 
doctrine  would  lead  seemed  to  him  to  show  that 
it  eoBld  not  be  susiaiDed.  Nor,  aaid  ha,  ii  tb«rfl 
•0  much  danger  to  be  apprebeitded  from  lb«  con- 
trary doctrine  aa  gentlemea  seem  to  suppose  j  he 
thanked  Qod  the  attempts  which  had  been  made 
wna  but  few,  and  in  each  instance  bad  failed  ;  if 
th^  should  hereafter  be  repeated,  be  h^ied  end 
MiBved  there  was  a  loag,  very  long,  tract  of  fo- 
tate  lime  between  us  aod  that  period  when  they 
■hould  prevail ;  if  any  attempt  of  this  kind  fail, 
the  man  who  makes  it  is  foiled  in  his  wicked 
effort,  and  covered  with  di^race;  if  Unhappily 
it  shtHild  ever  snceeed,  we  have  a  Constiiu tional 
remedy  at  haod:  by  axpuLsion,  we  may  drive 
from  us  the  unworthy  member,  and,  having  out 
*off  the  ganarenoiu  limb,  Ihe  reel  of  the  political 
body  wtll  be  restored  to  health.  True,  sir,  the 
expuluon  of  a  member  requires  the  concurrence 
of  two-thirds;  but  does  aay  gentleman  doubt  for 
a  moment  but  that  if  the  acceptance  of  a  bribe 
ware  proven,  two-thuda,  ay,  ihiee-thiids,  wAoid    i 


instantly  nnite  in  a  vota  for  the  expalsioK  «f  Ua 
who  should  have  aeeepCedl 

But,  gentlemen  have  asked  if  the  Hooae  have 
not  1  be  power  now  coaleoded  for,  wheaee  is  de- 
rived the  power  to  remove  noise  aod  distorbaoce 
from  the  gallery  ?  Whence  the  power  to  send  iot 
persons,  and  papers  in  proseenliag  an  ioqniry  be* 
fore  a  eommitiee?  la  relation  lo  the  fini,  he 
answered,  thai,  by  the  Consiiiutioa,  each  Hoaie 
had  a  ttgbt  to  deiermiae  the  rale  of  iisproceedr 
iogsi  now  it  was  competent  for  the  Boose,  in 
establishing  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  to  say 
whether  aay  person  shonld  come  within  the 
walls  or  not ;  to  say  that  when  ihey  vere  thna 
admitted,  ihey  might  contiane  so  long  as  tbn 
— idncted  themselves  in  an  orderly  mBnaer,uut 
en  they  act  otherwise,  ilMt  the  Doorkeeper 
OIK  the  Constitution  aBlhoriced  it  to  Mpoin^ 
,  the  authority  given  it  to  appoint  its  offieefs, 
sbould  turn  out  sueb  dieorderl)^  person  ;  teeord- 
igly  one  of  oar  rules  directs,  in  sBfastaoce,  that 
Ihe  Speaker  shall  take  care  to  have  all  disorder 
removed  from  the  gallery.  It)s,iaidMr.  B.^oai 
Houae.  provided  for  the  purposes  of  legidaiiDB  ; 
as  we  nave  a  right  lo  say  wnoshall  come  'ta,and 
when,  so  also  have  we  a  tight  to  say,  when  the 
pertoDs  admitted  by  our  courtesy  shall  be  pat 
In  relaiioo  to  the  second,  he  aaid,  the  sam* 
power  to  establish  ibe  rules  of  our  proceeding  and 
to  appoint  our  offiaers,  u  which  he  ^d  befora 
referred,  authorized  us  to  preBcribe  the  manner 
in  which  an^  inquiry  of  which  we  have  Coosti- 
tuiional  jurisdiction  sbajl  be  conduoied,  and  to 
appoint  a  Sergeani-at-Arms  for  exeenting  thi 
necessary  preceet^  &c^  for  cairyii^  an  ijtial  in- 
quiry ;  but  these  rules  most  have  telaiion  to  ihe 
object  of  eajryiog  on  some  basiiwss  which  waa 
properly  before  the  Hooae  or  its  committees. 

Mr.  B.  aaid,  that  be  bad  now  given  his  view  <tf 
the  queslioa  before  them ;  ho  hoped  he  had  satia- 
fied  the  House  ihat  il  had  not  the  Consiitu tional 
power  to  punish  Ibe  peraoa  at  its  bar.  Bul  if 
there  were  even  adoubt  upon  iha  tabjecl,  be  callMl 
upon  geaileoken  to  recoUeot,  that  in  ordioarf 
casCB  a  party  was  tried  uader  some  pre-existing 
law  announced  to  the  people;  that  one  power 
enacted  the  law  and  another  executed  if,  thnt 
neither  the  Legislature  enacting,  nor  the  Judn 
ciary  expounding  was  a  party ;  but  ttuu  here,  » 
the  same  sentence,  ibey  were  called  upon  to  an- 
nounce the  rule,  and  to  give  judgment,  by  apply- 
ing that  rule  to  the  particular  eireanutancea 
before  them;  and  that  too,  said  he,  in  a  case  in 
which  we  ouritelves  at«  the  panic*.  We  than 
legielaie  and  adjudge  in  our  own  caae>  Thia  bna 
been  said  to  be  the  very  deSnilion  of  tyranny.  ! 
Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  am  not  afraid  that  this  Houai 
would  practise  oppreuioa  in  the  particular  ease  j 
before  us ;  but,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  consli-  ! 
tutions  and  laws  are  not  made  for  good  men  and 
good  limes^  bat  for  bad  men  and  lud  limee;  as, 
on  the  one  band,  experience  baa  shown,  thai  men, 
as  men,  will  do  wrong ;  so,  on  the  oilter  haod,  ibc 
same  experience  shows  that   men,  as  political 
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tb«  ue^nd.  With  legard  to  the  indiTidail  at 
the  bar  of  the  House,  wbaterer  oiaj  be  our  feel- 
iogB  towards  him,  it  should  be  remeiubered  that, 
in  his  persQD.  we  are  settling  •  giut  quialioo  of 
CooBtiiuiion^  law. 

Mr.  BoBKBTBON,  of  LotiisicDB,  aiked  lb*  at- 
(eDlion  of  the  House  for  a  few  tD«m«Bti.  He 
would  Dot  Irsral  over  the  i^rouod  which  had  beea 
■o  well  and  so  full;  oceujued  by  genilenun  who 
bad  preceded  him.  He  would  not  repeat  their 
■rf{Qmeots,  nor  reataie  their  riewa,  fgriber  than 
w«a  uecestaTf  lo  explaio  and  lo  coonect  hts  awa 
apiaioax.  Tnns  leslcicled,  be  had  but  litda  to 
add.  Before,  however,  eateriog  od  the  subject, 
he  would  retturk,  that  he  did  not  agree  with 
the  geoilemaii  from  Keninckf,  in  tba  moriifica- 
tioD  he  bad  expressed  at  being  compelled  tore* 
trace  his  steps.  When  the  detesitUe  coDduet  of 
AadersoQ  was  made  knowa  to  ibe  House,  it  pro- 
duced Btroi^  and  noirenal  iodignalioD ;  under 
the  impulse  of  honest  feelings,  they  had  uoani- 
iDODsty  resolved  to  briag  the  culprit  before  them; 
but  now  they  had  had  time  for  reflection,  reuoa 
rcanmed  her  empire  over  the  mind,  sad  he  fBlr. 
R.)  waa  prepared,  allhoogh  retuciinlly,  to  aoan- 
doB  the  impulse*  of  «eniimant,for  the  colder  dic- 
Ulea  of  judgment. 

The  geauemui  from  New  York  (Ur.  Bfu- 
cbb)  has,  with  great  ability,  pointed  oat  (be 
righli  of  the  citizen,  and  very  satiifaeiorily 
shown,  that,  without  a  denial  of  them,  we  can- 
not proceed  farther  in  the  present  prosceation. 
But  yet  something  more  was  left  to  be  done. 
The  tights  of  the  citizen  imder  the  CoaitliDtrnD 
are  sometimes  made  to  yield  to  powers  vested 
in  tbe  OovernmenI,  or  the  departments  thereof; 
and  tbe  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Virginia 
(Messrs.  Andbrsoh  and  BAaBOOR)  have,  with 
maeh  clearacss  and  precisioo,  demonstrated  that 
thece  is  no  power  vested  in  this  Home  by  which 
it  may  prostrate  rights  otherwise  so  positively 
secured  lo  the  citizen.  These  rights^  agaiit  I  say, 
have  been  fairly  stated  by  the  getulemaa  from 
Hew  Tork ;  and,  in  the  case  now  before  us,  bow- 
erer  infamous  it  may  be,  they  remain  untouched 


The  Coogress  of  the  United  Slates  possesses 
none  but  delected  powers,  both  in  regard  to  tbe 
community,  and  tbe  two  Houses  of  which  it  is 
composed.  Eaeb  House,  and  each  member,  has 
it*  rights;  but  they  are  not  arbitrary — they  are 
not  left  to  be  asserted  at  pleasure — they  are  writ- 
ten down  and  clearly  ascertained.  It  is  with  this 
latter  branch  of  the  subject  that  we  are  now 
alone  concerned;  and  no  farther  concerned  than 
as  it  respects  the  privileges  of  the  House,  or  its 
members.  The  privilege  of  the  House,  uikdec 
the  Consiiluiion,  con^ists  in  the  power  it  possei- 
ses  over  its  own  meiubers  and  ptoceeditigs ;  tbe 

firiril^e  of  the  members,  in  their  exemption 
rom  arrest,  and  from  beicg  questioned  elsewhere 
for  what  is  said  in  tbe  House.  Is  Anderson's 
offence  a  breach  of  privilege  t  Surely  not,  if 
there  are  no  other  privileges  than  those  enomei- 
ated.    Bat  it  is  acootempt,  an  iuolt;  it  is  all 


that,  and  more.  Bat  the  Coostitotiott  and  lam 
of  Ibe  Uaited  States  are  silent  on  these  subjeeis; 
and,  alihoagb  I  will  not  say  that  we  have  10 
power  to  legislate  oo  them,  I  do  tbink  that  w« 
cannot  act  on  them  without  previous  legislation. 
With  a  view  to  a  better  nnderslinding  of  this 

bject,  I  have  ezamioed,  with  some  care,  the 
_  mstiiniioDs  of  the  diSereai  States  of  the  Union  ; 
and  I  find  that,  altboogb  the  State  Legislaturoa 
are  said  to  have  jdenary  power  to  represent  tbsir 
constituents  completelv,  and  to  possess  all  po vera 
not  eipreisly  denied  uiem,  that  yet  it  hn  tMcn 
thought  better  to  define  and  limit  iheir  powers 
than  10  leave  them  in  the  breasts  of  thoea  foe 
whose  more  immediate  and  personal  benefit  they 
were  10  be  exercised.  Aceotdin^y,  the  coast itu- 
tioDS  of  New  Uampsbire.  Massachusetts,  Mary- 
land, South  Carolina,  Ohio,  Oeorgia,  Tconessee, 
and  Vermoat,  define  the  privilegee  of  tbe  reapeot- 
ive  Houses  of  their  Legislatures  in  the  saioa 
manner  as  is  observed  ia  the  Canstitution  of  the 
United  States:  while  others  of  tbe  States,  where 
privilege  is  not  defined,  expreesly  give  all  powera 
necessarjr  for  a  branch  o[  the  l^islatara  of  a 
free  and  independent  State.  Tbe  Houses  of  ttw 
State  Legislatures  would  not  coaiend  for  other 
privileges  than  tboee  eipressly  given,  although  it 
ii  geaeratly  true  that  (hey  Msaesa  all  powers  not 
expressly  denied.  How.  thea,  can  tbis  H«m^ 
which  hae  no  powers  but  sneh  as  bare  bea& 
granted,  contend  for  privileges  not  enumerated  in 
the  Conslitation  1 

But,  say  gentlemen,  this  is  a  qoestion  not  «t 
privil^e,  but  of  contempt,  of  insult,  of  di«w 
spect.  Privilege*  are  defined  and  limited,  but  wa 
are  tbe  sole  judges  of  our  powers  in  regard  to 
Bontempt  It  would  seem,  than,  from  thu  view 
of  tbe  subject,  that  our  powe"i  i>  rnpect  of  vnt- 
ilege,  caanot  be  so  extended  as  to  embraoe  cob- 
tempta  and  intnlis ;  but  that  here  we  stand  ob 
better  gronnds,  for  we  can  not  only  eieate  tka 
power,  bat  juoge  of  its  extent.  Thus,  air,  an 
we  weak  and  restricted  where  power  is  fiven;. 
bat,  if  it  be  not  given  at  all,  strong  and  irreai*- 
tiUe. 

The  Suies,  jealons  of  legislative  bodies  naoM 
responsible  than  the  Senate  and  House  of  K«a^ 
resentaiivca  of  the  United  States,  have  not  luk 
with  their  own  itatnediate  Lagialaiate*  nolimited 
aod  discretionary  power  in  regard  to  contenpUf 
insults,  and  other  similar  offences.  Tbey  have 
not  only  said  in  what  ibey  shall  consist,  but  bow 
they  sball  be  punished ;  and  I  can  find  no  ofleaoa 
whatever,  of  this  description,  punishable  by 
either  bmnch  of  any  State  Leffislature,  onlass  U 
be  commilled  to  presence  of  we  House.  Tboa 
it  is  provided  by  the  constitution*  1  have  before 
spoken  ef,  that  each  House  may  punish  any  dis- 
respect, by  disorderly  behaviour,  in  its  pteseaee, 
by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  iu 
some  of  the  States,  and  tweaty-four  Itoats,  la 
others.  But  iJie  powers  of  the  Stale  Legtsl»- 
tnies  would  not  reach  the  ease  before  us,  becanae, 
if  it  be  a  contempt  or  insult,  it  is  not  oflered  iu 
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can  pnniah,  then  it  must  be  a  breach  of  privi- 
Iqie;  bal  privilege,  U  freedom  from  arrest  and 
qMestioD,  for  obserralioDa  made  in  tbe  Hoaie,  aod 
nothio^  more. 

TakiDg,  then,  into  cooaideratioQ  the  utisfac- 
iDTj  rieva  of  the  gentlemen  who  hare  preceded 
me,  together  with  the  provisions  of  the  Stale 
conatiiationB,  1  am  forced  to  cooclode,  that  the 
House  can  pucish  do  citizen  for  aaj  act  what- 
ever, done  or  committed  without  their  presence, 
nnless  it  be  a  breach  of  privilege^  or  breach  of 
X  privilege  given  b;  the  Constitution ;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  it  can  punbh  no  contempt,  insult,  or 
outrage,  that  is  not  offered  in  its  presence.  The 
infamoni  propoiition  of  Anderson  is  not  a  breach 
of  a  privilege ;  it  is  a  contempt,  an  insult,  an  out- 
rage, but  it  is  not  done  in  pretence  of  the  Honae, 
and  is,  unfortunately,  punishable  in  neither  case. 
Tbe  doctrine  I  contend  for,  however  convenient 
and  restrictive,  is  explicit  and  defined,  and  at  the 
•■me  time  sufficiently  broad  to  protect  this  Hoase 
ftud  iU  members  in  the  free  exercise  of  tbeii 
lights.  Whil^  on  the  other  hand,  the  principles 
of  gentlemen,  who  costend  for  power  to  punish 
the  act  under  consideration,  are  vagne  and  unsat- 
iafactoiy,  unlimited  and  aneonirolled  but  fay  their 
own  discretion. 

Mr.  TncKEB,  of  Virsinia,  said  there  was  one 
thing  at  least  in  which  he  would  most  heartily 
concur  with  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York,  who 
bad  offered  these  resolutions  to  the  House ;  that 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  committing  for  a 
contempt  of  this  body,  was  of  so  embattassing  a 
character ;  and  was,  in  some  respects,  so  little 
eonaoDint  with  the  general  principles  to  which 
we  yield  our  assent,  that  it  was  desirable  another 
mode  should  be  adopted  of  punishing  offences  of 
so  deep  a  dye,  without  bringing  the  offender  for 
his  trial  and  punishnient  before  the  body  whose 
priTileges  had  been  infringed,  and  whose  dignity 
bad  beien  insulted.  It  was  ibr  this  reason  thai, 
on  a  former  day,  he  had  inlimnted  an  inleation 
of  snbmiiting  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  a 
lesolution  similar  to  one  of  those  now  under  con- 
sideratioD,  directing  a  bill  to  be  reported  for  the 
punishment  of  the  offence  of  bribing,  or  attempt- 
ing  to  eorrnpl  a  member  of  Congress.  It  was 
for  this  reason  also  that,  however  heinous  the  of- 
fence of  the  parly  whose  case  was  now  before 
the  House,  be  was,  on  the  present  occasion,  dis- 
posed to  manifest  towards  bim  the  greatest  mod- 
oration  and  forbearance.  He  was  so  averse  to 
the  exercise  of  a  power  to  ptinish,  where  the 
offence  and  the  punishment  are  so  undefined,  and 
where  the  tribunal  which  judges  cannot  fail  to 
be  animated  with  indignation  against  tbe  offender, 
that  he  was  inclined,  on  the  present  occasion,  to 
dinniM  the  pnrty,  after  tbe  offence  bad  been  in- 
paired  Into,  without  farther  punishment  than  the 
nprimand  of  the  Speaker;  and  to  provide  for 
any  fntore  case  by  the  enaction  of  a  law  impos- 
ing peaaltiei  adequate  to  the  offence. 

But,  while  he  was  disposed  to  this  course,  he 
could  Dot  asKDt  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
nan  from  New  York,  which  disavows  any  an- 
Iboriiy  in  thia  House  to  punish  the  offence,  as  a 


eontempL  It  appeared  to  him  enenliat  that  this 
power  should  exist  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, though  it  might  be  wise  in  them  (o  relteve 
themselves  for  the  fninre  from  the  embtnusmeat 
of  exercising  the  privilege  themselves,  by  prorid- 
ing  for  its  punishment  by  law.  While  he  conid 
not  doubt  of  tbe  Constltationat  powers  of  the 
House  on  this  occasion,  he  would  ask  gentlemen, 
what  would  be  onr  situation,  if  we  were  Without, 
such  powers?  What  would  be  tbe  effect  of  pro- 
mulgating to  the  world  that  the  House  of  Rei»e- 
sentatives  was  at  all  times  to  be  approached  wiUi 
impunity  by  the  vilest  eormption?  That  bribes 
might  be  offered,  without  hazard,  by  the  most 
infamous  of  mankind,  and  that  the  Coostitutiou 
bad  left  this  body  without  the  means  of  preaerv- 
ing  pnre  the  fountains  of  legislation,  and^of  pro- 
teciins  itself  from  so  vile  a  conumination  !  H« 
should  hesitate  much  before  he  should  adopc  s 
proposition  wbicb  might  lead  to  such  dangerons 
results ;  and  he  shoufd  be  diligent  in  eiaminine 
the  principles  of  tbe  Constitution  before  he  cot^o. 
give  his  assent  to  a  doctrine  which  would  vm  the 
purity  of  this  body,  for  the  preservation  of  wBich 
that  CoostituiioD  was  so  solicitous. 

Nor  was  be  disposed  to  coincide  in  the  opia> 
ion  of  the  gentleman  from  Yiivinia,  (Hr.  Baa- 
BOOR,)  that,  as  it  is  at  least  doubtful  whether  we 
possess  the  power  asserted,  we  should  decline  the 
exercise  of  ii.  He  was  not  satisfied  that  there 
was  a  reasonable  doubt  of  onr  powers.  logenu- 
ity  may  throw  obscurity  and  difficulty  around 
every  proposition.  Nor  did  fae  perceive  what 
part  of  the  Constitution  prescribed  to  us  as  a  rule, 
10  reject  tbe  exercise  of  every  power  where  doubt 
could  be  thrown  around  it.  On  the  contrary,  in 
taking  tbe  solemn  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  which  another  cenclemau  bad  so  emphat- 
ically alluded,  he  felt  himself  eqnally  bound  to 
Ereserve  to  the  Federal  Qovemment,  and  to  this 
ody,  their  just  powers,  as  to  guard  against  en- 
croachmenl  on  the  rights  of  the  Slates,  or  an  ex- 
tension of  thepowers  of  the  Union.  It  was  equal- 
ly the  duty  of  every  member  of  tbis  body  to  pre- 
vent tbe  most  vigorous  and  useful  branches  from 
being  lopped  o£^  as  to  array  himself  in  opposition 
to  everv  assertion  of  unconstitutional  powers. 
Upon  all  occasions  of  this  kind,  however  doubi- 
fnl  and  embarrassed  might  be  tbe  question,  it  was 
tbe  solemn  duty  of  every  member  to  examine 
it  according  to  the  best  lights  which  Heaven  has 
given  bim,  aod  to  pronounce  fearlnsly  the  result. 
It  was  tbis  course  he  should  endeavor  to  pursne 
in  presenting  a  very  few  remarks  on  the  Constitu- 
tional powers  of  tbis  House. 

There  were,  he  observed,  two  kinds  of  powers 
granted  by  (his  Consiiiution :  enumerated  powers, 
and  iocidentai  or  accessary  powers  ;  tbe  first  ex- 
pressly speeified  in  ihe  Constitutiou,  the  latter 
falling  under  tbe  general  grant  of  all  "  necesury 
and  proper  powers,"  which  terminates  the  enu- 
meration of  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Oeneitl 
Governmenl.  The  latter,  indeed,  would  bave 
existed  independent  of  that  clause,  since,  accord- 
ing to  tbe  principles  of  common  reason,  when 
a  power  is  given  to  do  aa  act,  a  power  of  em- 
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ploying  the  meins  aneeaaaij  lo  lu  execQtlon  li 
alio  sireD.by  implicalioD. 

WBite,  toerefore,  it  is  readily  admitted,  in  re- 
Utioo  to  ihese  two  cla^sea  of  powen,  that  the 
power  DOW  asserted  is  not  expreislv  gi*eD,  it  ii 
cooSJeDtly  alleged  to  be  Tairlj;  incidental  to  the 
power  of  legislaiioD  ;  and  it  will  b«  contended— 
That  the  power  to  pnnish  bribery  of  a  member 
of  this  HoQse,  is  vested  somewhere  in  the  Fed- 
eral QoTcmmeDl;  and,  that  tbit  power  of  pun- 
iahing  belongs  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
independent  of  the  other  branehes  of  Qovern- 
ment. 

That  a  legislative  body  shonld  exist  without 
any  power  to  pnnish  the  offence  of  bribing  its 
memMn,  is  a  proposition  which  seems  too  moo- 
strons  to  be  alleged.  Hence  it  is  that  gentlemen 
seem  disposed  to  acknowledge  a  power  in  the 
Legislature  to  pass  a  law  which  shall  prescribe  a 
pnnishment  for  the  offence,  though  ihey  deny 
the  power  of  this  House  lo  proceed  to  consider 
and  treat  it  as  a  contempt.  And  where,  let  me 
ask,  caa  gentlemen  who  are  so  technically  aeca- 
rale  in  the  coosliuction  of  the  Constitution,  dis- 
cover that  clause  of  the  instrument  whicn  ex- 
pressly grants  the  power  to  enact  such  a  lawl 
There  is  none.  The  boandaries  of  the  Consti- 
tution cannot  be  laid  down  with  mathematical 
precision,  by  the  square  and  compass.  They 
must  he  ascertained  by  the  principles  of  sound 
reason  and  common  sense,  and  by  toe  exercise  of 
a  just  discretion.  While,  therefore,  we  cannot 
discover  the  power  even  to  legislate  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  the  express  provision  of  the  instrument. 
It  is  doubtless  fairly  incidental  to  the  power  of 
legislation.  It  is  inconceivable  that  the  conven- 
tion which  framed  the  Constitution  should  have 
intended  the  creation  of  a  legislative  body,  which 
should  be  without  the  power  of  self-prnteciion ; 
without  the  right  to  assume  to  itself  freedom  from 
disturbance ;  without  the  means  of  securing  order 
in  its  deliberations ;  and  without  the  privilege  of 
preserving  itself  entirely  free  from  the  influence 
of  fear,  or  thecorrnplionsof  gold.  Some  of  these 
incidents  to  legislation,  gentlemen  have  been 
compelled  to  admit.  In  what  a  situation  shoald 
we  be,  if  our  deliberations  were  to  be  afi'ected  by 
the  hisses  or  the  applause  of  the  gallery  ;  if  an 
obnoxious  member  were  to  be  put  down  by  the 
threats  or  tomull  of  the  audience,  and  a  favorite 
speaker  cheeredoD  a  favorite  suojeci  by  shouts 
of  approbation  i  Can  gentlemen  deny  that  we 
have  power  to  prevent  these  things'!  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  appears  to  confine  us,  even 
under  these  circumstances,  lo  the  remedy  of  ex- 
eluding  those  who  ate  riotous.  Within  the  walls 
alone  nave  we  power  to  act,  and  then  only  power 
to  exclude — not  to  punish.  Suppose,  then,  the 
rioter  returns,  or  betakes  himself  to  the  street, 
and  throws  stones  at  your  windows.  Ha  is  with- 
out your  doors.  Have  you  no  power  over  hital 
Have  you  not  accessariljr  even  those  powers 
which  every  court  of  justice  possesses,  without 
the  express  provisions  of  law  1  If  you  have  not, 
the  situation  of  this,  body  is  deplorable  indeed. 
If  yon  have,  where  will  you  draw  the  line  of 


distinction!  What  is  more  importau^  even  in 
the  order  and  decorum  of  the  House,  than  the 
preserving  the  mind  of  every  member  free  from 
the  suggestions  of  fear — the  seductions  of  pioBt 
— the  grovelling  desire  of  gain — the  inffuence  of 
corruption?    What  shall  we  say  if  an  attempt 


be  made  to  control,  by  threats  or  bv  a  challeo^ 
the  free  and  deliberate  exercise  of  bis  judgment, 
by  the  representative  of  the  people  7    Thongn 


the  challenge  be  given  without  the  walls,  is  not 
its  effect  to  be  felt  within ;  and  is  it  not  thb  (and 
not  the  place  where  the  act  is  done)  which  must 
be  considered  as  determining  the  powers  of  Coa- 
f^ess  ?  The  principle  on  which  it  caa  iDtarfera 
m  any  case,  is  the  right  to  prevent  ita  delibera- 
tions from  beiog  disturbed ;  and  whether  this 
disturbance  be  produced  by  an  act  in  the  gallery, 
in  the  street,  in  the  highway,  or  in  the  closed 
the  body  must  equally  have  the  power  to  secure 
to  itself  the  exercise  of  free  will  m  the  dischaigs 
of  its  legislative  functions.  And  if  these  prin- 
ciples  be  correct — if  they  justify  a  right  to  pun- 
ish occasional  disorder,  how  much  more  impor- 
tant  the  privilege  of  preventing  the  inroad*  of 
corruption,  at  the  same  time  so  insidious  and  so 
fatal f 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  has 
argued  thisqocstion  with  his  usual  ability,  relies 
very  confidently  on  that  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  secures  to  members  freedom  from 
attest }  and  from  the  expression  of  the  privilegea 
contained  in  this  clause,  he  argues  that  no  other 
irivilege  can  be  presumed  to  have  been  intended, 
an  instrument  like  this,  in  which  so  many 


instances  occur  of  surplussage,  and  of  the  ex- 
whicn  (ti 
lowed  aa 
sduced  ft 
privilege  against  the  existence  of 


press  grant  of  powers,  which  (though  not  ex- 

Sressed)  would  have  followed  aa  incidental,  no 
lir  argument  can  be  deduced  fVom  the  expres* 


argument 
mention  of  i 
others.    To 


mplify  this  position;  the  Con- 

^         the  power  ol  "declaring  war," 

and  the  power  of  "  raising  armies  and  creatiiig 
navies."  Might  not  the  power  of  making  mlei 
for  the  government  of  the  land  and  naval  forces 
be  fairly  considered  as  incidental  1  Could  it 
have  been  intended  by  the  convention  to  confer 
the  power  of  raising  an  army  without  the  power 
of  governing  it?  And  yet  we  find  that,  thougk 
this  power  would  have  been  fairly  considered  aa 
accessorial,  yet  it  is  inserted  among  the  ezptesa 
or  enumerated  powers.  Hot  is  this  the  only  in- 
stanee  in  the  Con  sti  la  lion— they  are  frequent. 
They  proceed  from  the  imperfection  of  all  hu- 
man ttansaclions,  en  imperfection  from  which, 
in  these  respects,  our  Constitution  is  not  free. 

It  is  not  therefore  fair  lo  conclude  that  we 
have,  as  a  body,  do  other  privileses,  even  if  soma 
privilwes  be  granted  expressly  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Bnt  there  is,  in  iruih,  a  distinction  between 
the  privileges  of  members  and  the  privileges  of 
the  House.  The  first  would  have  no  exisienea 
hut  for  the  provision  of  the  Constitution,  the 
latier  cannot  but  exist  at  an  incident  to  legisla- 
tion. The  former  are  those  which  ate  specified 
in  the  clause  referred  to ;  the  latter  are  more  ex- 
tensive in  their  character,  and  a  breach  of  them 
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cDDitiiam  what  ia  geaennj  conndered  and  de- 
nominftied  ■  conieinpt. 

Mr.  T.  Mid  ibal  If  it  had  been  saffieieDtly  es* 
tabliihed  that  the  powEr  of  paniabio^  an  attempt 
tD  bribe  a  member  of  this  Houie  ii  vested  by 
the  CoDititutioD  somewhere  in  the  Federal  Gor- 
emment,  it  would  be  not  less  easj  to  prove  that 
the. power  mQst  exist  la  this  House  iadependeot- 
]y  of  the  other  branches  of  the  QoTernmeDt.  In 
other  words,  however  adrisable  it  ma;  be  to  pro- 
Tide  b;  law  for  the  punisbmeat  of  the  offence, 
this  HoDse  maT  protect  itself  even  if  ibere  be  do 
such  law.  For  bow  do  we  deduce  the  power  to 
pan  a,law1  From  the  delegation  of  an  express 
power?  By  no  mnns;  bot  from  the  necessiiy 
of  its  existeoce  to  eoahie  the  legisIatiTe  body  to 
perform  its  bigb  and  important  functloos,  witb- 
oot  the  taint  of  corrupiloa.  tf,  then,  this  neces- 
sity gives  the  power  at  all,  it  equally  requires 
Ibe  amboriljr  to  exercise  it  to  ba  vested  in  this 
House,  independently  of  the  Senate,  and  partic- 
ularly of  the  Executive.  Pot,  if  the  Home  of 
Representatives  can  only  be  protected  by  the 
pasMge  of  a  law,  it  must  depend  for  its  protec- 
tion on  the  Senate  ai  least,  and  perhaps  an  tbe 
BxecDiive  also.  And  what  may  not  be  the  situ- 
ation of  this  House  if  it  is  hereafter  lo  depend 
for  its  privileges,  and  its  protection  from  the  in- 
fluence of  corrupt  ion,  upcn  the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Qovcrnmenil  It  is  that  branch  of  tbe 
Govemment  from  which,  according  to  the  true 
theory  of  oar  free  Constitution,  the  greater  dan- 

Eer  of  corruption  is  to  be  feared.  It  ia  from  that 
ranch  of  the  Qoveromeat  that  the  purity  of  the 
legislative  bod]'  tarn  been  always  most  in  danger, 
and  by  which  it  has  been  always  most  assailed. 
Gentlemen  will  not  understand  me  as  bating  the 
lemotest  allusion  to  the  present  Eiecoiive,  for 
whom,  under  varying  ctreumsiances,  whether 
popular  or  unpopular,  1  have  alwaya  entertained 
respect.    But  we  are  told,  and  trul^  told,  by  the 

Entleman  from  Virgioia,  (Mr.  Babbodb,)  that 
rs  and  constitutions  are  made  for  bad  men, 
and  bare  itieir  deep  foundations  laid  in  the  ini- 
quity of  our  nature.  When  the  days  of  parity 
and  virtue  shall  have  passed  away,  aud  an  Exec- 
utive Magistrate  shall  atiempi  to  influence  this 
House,  or  any  of  its  members,  by  its  corrnptions, 
how  deplorable  will  be  the  condition  of  this 
body,  if  it  mnst  depend  upon  such  an  Executive 
to  give  its  assent  to  laws  lo,  preaerre  the  House 
of  tbe  people  tVom  such  potlatjon  I  What  are 
(be  petty  attempts  of  such  a  man  as  John  Ander- 
■on  to  the  dangerous  and  fatal  infioeoce  and  in- 
trigues of  a  designJDg  and  artful  Chief  Magis- 
trate, if  such  should  ever  fill  the  Presidential 
chair?  Can  it  be  on  such  an  one  that  the  con- 
vention  could  ever  have  intended  we  should  de- 
pend  for  our  protection  from  the  assaults  of  vio- 
lence, or  tbe  wiles  of  corruption  1  Can  that 
convention,  whose  work  contains  so  many  evi- 
dences of  jealousy  ot  Executive  power  and  ia- 
fluence,  have  intended  that  this  body  should  look 
for  its  power  to  puoish  a  crime,  to  that  branch 
of  the  Qoverumcni  which  the  history  of  the 
world  haa  taoghl  ua,  i*  nadcr  a  cooatant  tempta- 


tion lo  commit  it?  I  thittk  not, sir;  and  wbifel 
feel  satisfied  that  the  power  to  punish  eiists 
wmeuhere.  the  same  train  of  reasoning,  eon  vinue 
me  thai  thai  power  exists  here,  iaitfeadeat  of 
every  other  branch  of  the  Oovernmtnt,  if  we 
choose  so  to  exert  it. 

Mr.  T.  said  (here  were  other  views  of  tb« 
subject  which  be  bad  been  desirous  of  preuni- 
ing!  and  particularly  some  remarks  in  reply  ta 
the  latter  part  of  the  argument  of  the  genifemaa 
from  Tirgioia,  (Mr.  BAKboua,)  who  seemed  to 
have  conceded,  by  some  of  his  positions,  what  he 
bad  BO  strenuously  opposed  in  the  commence- 
ment of  his  observations.  But  be  should  forbear 
to  detain  the  House  any  longer,  as  other  gentle- 
men were  probablf  desirous  ot  offering  iheir 
views  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Mexckk  rose  immediately  after  Hr.  Tcce- 
■K,  and  addressed  the  House  in  snbctance  aa  fol- 
lows: 

If  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sjat 
down  felt  ft  necessary  to  terminate  his  argumeTit 
afaraptly,  rather  than  consume  the  liitte  of  the 
House,  much  more  does  it  become  me,  sir,  at  thia 
late  hour  of  the  day,  to  apolo^e  for  detainiog 
yoQ  one  moment  longer. 

Nor  should  1  offer  aoy  observations  on  the  sab- 
ject  of  the  present  debate,  if  I  were  not  inclined 
ID  sustain  the  authority  of  the  House  upon 
grotinds  somewhat  dilferent  from  those  who  hare 
preceded  me. 

The  resolutions  on  your  tahlejMr.  Speaker,  in- 
volve the  decision  of  three  distinct  proposiiioDs. 
Has  this  House  tbe  power  to  punish  contempt  t 
Is  the  act  charged  upon  the  prisoner  a  contempt  7 
Hare  the  proceedings  of  the  House  been  such  at 
■0  warrant  bis  further  prosecution  7 

Does  ibis  House  derive  from  the  Consiitaticm 
the  powerof  punishing  a  contempt?  My  honor- 
able colleague,  who  just  precedea  me,  in  a  spirit 
of  accommodation,  1  have  no  doubt,  has  proposed 
to  introduce  a  bill  lo  punish  by  law  an  attempt 
to  bribe  a  member  of  Congress.  If  the  power  af 
punishing  such  an  act  is  comprehended  amoog 
the  privileges  of  this  House,  the  wisdom  of  any 
such  law  may  well  be  qnsstioaed.  Were  the 
contemplated  taw  restricted  to  a  description  <^ 
that  particular  species  of  contempt  to  which  our 
consideratioD  is  now  turned,  it  would  not  lead  to 
tbe  inference  that  this  House  recognised  no  oiber. 
And  if,  to  obviate  this  difficulty,  a  complete 
eonmeraiion  were  attempted  of  every  possible 
insult  to  the  privileges,  rights,  and  dignity  of  this 
House,  the  proposed  law  would  be  swelled  to  the 
size  of^  the  larnst  volume  on  your  table.  It  may 
also  be  doubled  whether  a  right  which  this  House 
does  not  derive  from  the  Constitution  can  b« 
created  or  protected  by  aa  act  of  ordinary  legis- 
lation. Those  gentlemen  wbs  are  desirous  for  a 
law  to  deSne  the  privileges  of  this  House  and  to 
provide  for  punishing  the  coniempc  of  them,  ad- 
mit their  existence,  as  well  as  the  power  of  ibis 
House  to  punish  tneir  violation,  by  the  mode  of 
reasoning  which  they  hare  adopieJ, 

Before  I  inquire  into  the  origin  oif  this  power, 
allow  me  to  duavow  every  feeling  which  eoula 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


mSSSOKZ  OF  OONGRHBS. 


Qae  ^  CUemtl  Andtrmm. 


miliute  waintttheiDMtdelibcntaaDd  itUMrtiil 
eiercise  ofm^r  j>"lf[">CBl<  I  eanoot  bat  deplore 
tbe  unhappr  situktioD  of  the  oriMDer,  whoM  oeid 
is  bleaclicd  bf  tbe  snows  or  maiif  winWn,  and 
who,  if  really  goiUf  of  tbe  alToeiona  act  imputed 
lo  htm,  is  BD  olyeel  of  still  frealer  commisera- 
lioD,  as  his  inrpitude  la  wiihont  tb«  exteaoatioB 
of  youth  or  ioaxperreBw. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  iie*ei  beheld  a  sriminal  ar- 
raigned ai  tbo  bar  of  justice  without  ibii  feeliag, 
nor  have  I  found  it  diffienlt  to  obey  the  legal  in- 
joDclioB  to  bdicfe  ttte  imoccDo*  of  the  accused 
nntil  he  bas  been  heard  to  his  defense  ^d  jadi- 
eiatly  eonvieted.  Tbiamaiim  of  chriitiaii  cbari- 
t7  is  comprehended  in  that  admirable  system  of 

{iraetical  wisdom  which  has  been  repeatedly  re- 
erred  to  in  this  disansaion ;  a  system  matnrM  by 
Um  experience  of  ages,  adopted  by  tbe  uiuTersal 
aasest  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
denominated  the  common  law. 

It  is  to  this  system  tbat  I  resort  for  tbe  antheri- 
t;  of  this  House  to  poniah  a  eantempt ;  to  define 
tbe  act  to  tw  panished ;  to  deiaraiiae  the  mode  of 
proceeding  against  the  aceiiMd}  and,  if  gailiy, 
to  aaeertain  the  qnality,  and  measure  the  eitent 
of  bis  pnnishraant. 

And  1  do  so,  not  becaoaatlMeommaD  law  con- 
fers ihaie  powers  on  tbis  Houe,  but  bceausa  li 
defines  tbaiwrtttea  Constiint ion  from  wbieh  we 
derive  them. 

Sir,  there  is  not  an  entire  nrliele,  not  a  solitary 
aection,  scarcely  a  line  of  that  insttoment,  which 
can  be  correctly  nndersiood,  or  pneiically  en- 
forced, withoiH  a  reenrtenee  to  this  law. 

If  you  desire  to  know  the  import  of  an  fiagliih 
word,  you  turn  to  tbe  lexicographer  of  England ; 
for  a  phrase  of  stamtory  law  Toa  consali  the 
siaiutfl  which  eouiaias  it,  and  the  preeedenis  by 
which  it  has  been  expounded.  The  terms  of  the 
oommon  law  must  be  also  defined  by  a  recnrrence 
to  the  law  itself,  comprised  in  the  treatises  and 
illasiraied  by  the  history  of  the  nation  from 
whom  we  derive  iL 

The  Constitution  not  oaty  use*  ibe  terms  and 
phrasea  of  thia  law,  but  expressly  recognises  its 
existence.  Tbe  sereaih  artjele  of  tbe  amend- 
neota  provides,  that  "  in  soiu  at  common  law, 
when  the  valae  of  tbe  wmiroversy  Hball  exceed 
twenty  dotiars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jnry  sliaJI  be 
praeer vad  :  and  no  fact  tried  by  a  jury  tbail  be 
otherwise  re-examined  in  aay  court  of  the  United 
Stales  tbaa  aeearding  to  tlte  rates  of  the  commoa 
law;"  of  that  law  which  gen  tlemsa  hav«  asserted 
to  biaveno  exisiaaee  under  Ibis  Qosarsmeni,  and 

?stnat  which  the  hooamble  member  from  new 
ork  would  inspire  ns  with  apprabaniiaa 

That  bonora hie  member,  in  his  late  tnpresaire 
address,  admitted  that  the  two  Honsn  of  the 
British  Parltament  possess  the  poarer  of  pnatsh- 
iog contempts;  that  ihe Lex Parlimaeittaria,  or 
usage*  of  Parliament,  la  a  part  of  tbe  common 
law,  allhoogb  he  denies  a  similar  anibority  to 
the  Honse  of  Repreaenta lives  and  Senate,  the 
two  branches  of  the  Coagreia  of  the  United 
Statea. 


Universal  oenseni  bas  applied  ibe.raaxitos  of 
this  law  to  the  protection  of  all  oat  State  and 
Federal  courD,  and  why  shoold  it  be  denied  to 
this  House?  Wbet  are  we.  said  Mr.  H,,  and 
how  acting  at  ihiimomeot  ?  Aiacourt,  of  which 
you,  sir,  are  the  presiding  aitd  we  tbe  associate 
judges.  Tbe  original  uf  the  Sritiib  Parliament, 
the  ancient  Wittenagemotte,  was  a  court,  and 
one  of  ill  branches  is  tbe  bigheit  jadioiBl  ttibu- 
nal  in  England.  Both  Houses  of  GoDgrras  have 
powers  siricily  judicial  in  their  nature  and  ap- 
plication. If  a  Federal  or  Slate  conrt,  con- 
sisting of  a  single  judge,  is  iovested,  by  com* 
moa-law  eonstructioa,  with  emboriiy  to  punish 

, tempts  of  its  authority  and  dignity,  this  a^ 

ibly  of  judge*  may  eonitltutiooally  exercise 
same  anibority.  That  Constituiioa  which 
confers  on  tbe  rep  rase  u  tad  ves  of  tbe  nation  the 
power  of  legislation,  and  denominates  this  body 
a  House  of  Representatives,  olothes  it  with  the 
common-law  attributes  appertainiag  to  its  offiea 
and  its  title. 

r,  said  Mr.  H.,  why  thia  indignalion  agaiUI 
the  common  law  J  Onr  forefathers  defended  il^ 
in  the  Old  World,  against  Norman  invasion,  ee- 
elealastioal  fraud,  and  royal  enoroaebment.  Tfaey 
broiwht  it  hither  j  they  planted  ii;  and  we  have 
flourished  beneath  its  shelter. 

The  common  law  I  Had  I  the  tenitae  of  Hen- 
ry, I  woald  portray  to  you  its  excellence.  He 
who  implored  the  Convention  of  Virginia  to  re- 
ject this  Constitution  becaose  it  did  not  txptenif 
adopt  this  law  in  all  its  maxima,  tb«  most  elo- 
quent champion  that  American  liberty  ever  drew 
to  her  suppori,  r^arded  this  Constiintion,  whiah 
h«  had  not  tried,  with  suspicion,  and  the  law  nn- 
dei-  which  h«  bad  lived  whh  eonidenoe  aad 
afieetton. 

Tbe  doctrine  which  I  advance,  in  rdation  to 
Ibis  Const iintioaal  qnestion,  is  congeaial  with 
the  purest  American  feeling.  The  common  law 
is  tbat  of  tbe  land  whieb  gave  me  birth.  It  ia 
the  law  of  every  State  of  this  widely  extcnM 
Union.  On  Its  broad  and  solid  basis  rest  the  fret 
consiitatiooB  of  these  States,  as  wett  as  tbat  no> 
bleauueture  which  is  committed  to  our  care. 

Blr,  this  law  was  not  that  of  my  remote  pro- 
geaiiors.  Erin'sgreen  turf,  and  tbe  brown  heath 
of  Caledonia,  aliboogh  my  eye  never  beheld 
them,  are,  I  acknowledge,  dear  to  my  heart.  Thb 
fevling  is  not  inexplicable.  Who  is  so  base  as  to 
bear  an  ineinuation  against  his  father's  name  and 
not  feel  the  life-blood  mjuut  to  bis  cheek?  Sir, 
this  leeliog  hinds  us,  not  only  lo  our  ancestors, 
bat  to  the  land  which  gave  them  birth  ;  it  flows 


M  net  at  war  with  the  impulse  of  general  benev- 
oleace,  or  callous  lo  the  merits  of  other  national 
I  can  turn  my  eye  across  that  channel  along 
which  my  fancy  has  just  condueied  me,  and  ex- 
claim ia  the  language  of  the  sweetest  bard  of 
Ireland — 

"  Oar,  spriKfaUv  land  of  soeis]  ndrth  and  sase, 
Ptsasad  with  Ihyssif,  when  aS  the  woiid  ean  pleaaaT 
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How  altered  ii  this  toene  1    Sir,  the  lor  of  pitr 
mtut  *t«tt  from  every  eye  )tt  the  ■oSetiDga  of  a 


"767    Ai 

onr  Britisb  aocestors,  that  we  have  begun 
temn  their  laws  7  Who  can  speak  or  think  of 
freedom  without  recollecting  the  names,  of  Locke, 
of  Hampden,  and  of  Sfdnsr  ^ 

Sir,  I  b%  pardon  for  this  digreuioo.  It  was 
forced  from  me  by  the  cloud  which  I  thought  I 
•aw  gathering  on  the  brow  of  the  House  wheo 
I  referred  lo  the  common  law  as  the  expositor  of 
the  Amaricaa  Constitatian. 

The  coloniitB  of  Oreat  Britain  bronghl  their 
laws  with  them  lo  America.  Their  new  lot  was 
beset  with  difficnliies  and  dangers.  The  savage 
lurked  in  bis  covert.  The  forest  was  to  be  opened 
to  the  light  of  cultivation.  It  was  not  a  time, 
sir,  to  sit  down  in  order  to  deliberate  and  to 
change  their  laws.  Had  they  possessed  the  lei- 
rare,  they  had  not  the  inclination,  to  innovate 
apon  the  established  customs  and  usages  of  their 
forefathers.  Those  emigrants  who  united  with 
them,  from  other  countries,  took  the  laws  as  they 
found  them,  and,  if  so  inclined,  they  had  not  the 
power  to  change  them. 

These  laws,  and  the  habits  of  thinking,  from 
which  they  sstnag,  and  on  which  the  laWa  them- 
selves reacteOi  were  incorporated  with  every  po- 
litical inslitnlioD  which  they  founded.  The  Par- 
liament of  England,  and  the  coarts  of  Weslmin< 
■ter,  were  the  models  of  ibeir  legislative  assem' 
bUes,  and  of  their  jadicial  tribunals.  Their 
eonatiiuiioD,  their  powers,  their  forms  of  proceed- 
ing', and  their  rules  of  decision,  were  sometimes 
prescribed  by  their  laws,  but  generally  lef^  lo  im- 
plication, from  the  great  fountain  of  practical 
wisdom— the  common  law  of  England. 

I  appeal  to  my  cotleagaes,  if  this  constitntion 
bad  been  formed  contemporaneously  with  that  of 
Virginia,  would  not  the  same  power  to  punish 
contempts  attscb  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  as  unques- 
tionably belongs  to  the  corresponding  bnnebes'Df 
the  Qcneral  Assembly,  the  House  of  Delegates 
and  Senate  of  Virginia  1  From  the  form  of  the 
Speaker's  chair  to  the  power  of  expelling  a  mem- 
ber, the  character  and  authority  oT  the  House  of 
Dele^tes  is  derived,  without  any  express  Con- 
stitntional  provision,  from  the  Honsa  of  Com- 
mons, the  archetype  of  the  popular  branch  of 
every  Slate  Legislature,  u  it  is  of  this  House. 

The  force  of  tha  argnment  which  this  analogy 
rurnishes,  is  not  impaired  by  the  consideration 
that  the  Federal  Coastitntion  is  of  more  recent 
•irneture.  It  is  the  act  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  as  itself  proclaims ;  and,  veferriDg  ex- 
pressly to  the  common  law,  in  one  of  its  ariieles, 
uninielligible  throughout,  except  by  the  aid  of 
that  law,  we  have  a  right  to  resort  to  its  maxims 
in  the  preseDt  inquiry.  If  this  power  is  essential 
to  the  House  of  Commoas,  so  it  must  be  presumed 
that  the  people  of  these  States  regarded  it  to  be, 


and  so  must  we  consider  it  in  reUtitm  to  the  two 
Honses  of  this  Legislamre.  ! 

It  haa  been  urged  that  many  extravagant  dee-    . 
trine*  wonld  arise  from  this  source  of  oooainiet-   ' 
ive   nnthority.    Where,  it  is  asked,  shall   ihis   , 
House  stop  in  its  use  7    The  Revolution  of  1776 
answers  lliis  question.    It  necessarily  lopped  off  : 
the  repl  and  aristocratical  branches  of  this  law. 
This  Hmitalion  of  ibe  common  law  relieves  the 
rule  of  eonstrnetion,  for  which  I  contend,  from 
all  that  could  alarm  our  fears.    It  is  fonoded,  I  { 
am    inclined   lo  believe,   in   judicial   decisiom 
throughout  the  United  Slates.    By  the   anani-  I 
mons  judgmeni  oftheOeneral  Court,  the  liighesi 
criminal  tribonal  of  Virgtnja,  the  principle  has   ' 
been  extended  so  far,  as  to  auihorizea  defendant, 
indicted  for  a  libel  it  common  law,  to  give  lh< 
truth  in  evidence.    This  Hoase  derives,  there-  , 
fore,  from  the  common  law,  no  privileges  vrhrch 
it  ought  not  to  possess. 

One  of  my  coUea^es  has  contended  tlist  mU 
the  privileges  of  this  House  are  expressly  enu-  i 
meraied  by  the  sixth  seetion  of  the  firttarticle  of 
the  Constitntion,  and  restricted  to  exemption  from 
arrest^  in  certain  specified  eases;  and  from  re- 
sponsibility elsewhere  for  anj  speech  or  debate 
in  the  House.  And  hence,  with  great  appareni 
plausibility,  he  infers  that  the  House  poaseues 
no  other  privilege,  and  has  authority  to  punish 
no  other  contempts,  except  such  as  ate  eaminittel 
in  violation  of  tliese.  1  answer  to  ihisargament, 
it  has  airendy  been  contended  by  the  honorable 
member  who  last  addressed  the  House,  that  this 
clause  of  the  Constiintion  may  be  justly  regarded 
as  the  result  of  that  extreme  caution  which  in- 
duced  the  conveolion  to  insert  in  it  what  might 
otherwise  have  been  inferred ;  a  cantion  which  is 
discernable  in  other  parts  of  this  instrument.  To 
ibe  illustration  which  he  has  furnished,  many 
others  may  be  added;  as,  for  example,  the  very 
first  article  of  the  amendments.  The  greater  pari 
of  these  are  designed  to  serve  the  purpose  of  a  bill 
of  rights,  for  which  so  many  opponents  of  the 
Constiintion  had  most  zealously  contended.  It 
cannot  be  presumed  that  if  this  amendment  had 
not  been  msde  a  part  of  the  Constitntion,  Con- 
gress wonld  have  prohibited  the  free  cierctse  of 
religion,  have  abridged  the  freedom  of  speech,  oi 
obstructed  ihe  right  of  the  people  peaeeablf  to 
assemble  and  to  petition  for  a  redress  of  grier- 
nnces.  I  am,  however,  led  involnatarily  lo  an- 
other explanation  of  the  expadieoey  of  expresslT 
incorporating  In  the  Constitntion  the  two  privi- 
leges to  which  my  collengne  has  referred  *,  an  ex- 
planation, which  is  in  strict  harmony  with  all 
the  views  that  I  have  taken  of  the  general  power 
of  this  House  to  punish  contempts  of  its  privi- 
leges. Every  other  privilege  of  this  House,  ex- 
cept those  which  are  enumerated,  will  be  found 
to  M  consistent  with  the  obvious  and  eqnal  rights 
of  the  people.  The  enumerated  privileges  are 
limitations  of  those  rights,  and,  but  for  the  ex- 
press grant  of  them  by  the  people,  ii  might  have 
been  doubled  whether  the  character  of  our  re- 
pnblieao  insiituiions  did  not  forbid  their  axerciae. 
In  fine,  ihese  enumerated  privileges  protect  the 
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mansben  oT  this  Houh,  mgainst  the  aanmon  and 
dearMi  rtghia  of  the  eitiMn— the  righti  of  ptop- 
etty  KDd  Tcpatatiott.  Tbe  ptivileps  for  which  I 
coQtend  would  protect  the  Hodm  from  their  ia* 
juriea,  froB  fmud,  rtoleoee,  aad  iojaatice. 

Ii  cannot  be  jaMlj  iaftried,  therefore,  ihu  the 
eDHmerKtion  of  iheae  priTitevee  oelades  tbe  Con- 
siiiutiooal  »evete  of  «U  othen.  The  CaDstitn> 
tion  which  had  moghi  to  eaHonemte  [beae,  moet 
haTC  been  eatiafied  with  Benenil  termi  of  jtiftM 
aigaiAe^ti.aa,  or  prooeeded  to  wa  muHemtion  t^ 
partioubn,  which  ko  ConMitntioa  erer  did  at- 
tempi  to  embnee.  If  it  is  idnihted,  and  il  wenu 
to  be  geneiali;  eoDeeded,  that  the  Hoou  h» 
power  10  p«Dt«h  dOMempta  committed  againt 
lU  ptaee  aad  digniir  within  tbia  hall ;  then  the 
object  of  ilie  eapposed  eaameratian  totaOr  bile, 
and  with  it  this  pretended  liniiation  to  tbe  an- 
thoritr  of  the  Hobm^  to  pwiKh  eontempti  whn- 
erer  thef  say  he  committed. 

I  wiU  not  (iMieecgMrU]r  cowume  the  time  of 
tli«  UotMe,  in  attempting  to  prore  Ihnt  an  al- 
tanapt  to  oorrnpt  one  of  ita  memben,  while  eo- 
gmgedinihedtiehaweofhiadatieeiiaaeontempt 
ofitBantholfityaadiugmtr>  The hoaonble mem- 
ber from  Georgia,  in  an  enriy  uage  of  thi>  delwte, 
and  the  geniMiiKn  wtra  have  nnoe  followed  him, 
have  completely  ocenpied  this  ground ;  not  bu 
it  been  eontended  bf  asf  of  our  oppoaenti,  tbai 
such  wosld  not  be  a  contempt  of  toe  Honee  of 
Cammon*.  1  buten,  iherenre.  to  iaqoire,  whe- 
ther tbia  Hosae  baa  proeeeded  legally  in  the  ar- 
mt  of  the  ptlecmarl 

Tbe  hoDOfaUe  member  from  Mew  Hampahire 
will,  on  examination,  peteeive  that  tbe  wamnt 
for  the  arreat  ia  not,  aa  he  contended,  a  general 
warrant.  It  describe*  tbe  prieoner  by  name.  Bot 
it  hna  been  a^(ed,  with  more  apparent  fbree,  that 
it  is  nRBtiMatMd  by  any  oatb  or  afirmaiion,  and 
tberefore  ii  in  riolation  of  the  fourth  article  of  tbe 
MBendmenta  to  the  CoDatitntioD,  which  proridea 
that  DO  warrant  eball  leane  boi  upon  fvobable 
cause,  attpported  by  sneb  evidence.  The  Consti* 
tniion  ceriaiaty  supiioaea  tbe  judge  who  inaea 
tbe  wanmt,:not  to  be  bimaelf  penonally  cogai- 
zant  of  the  fact  on  wbioh  it  ia  gTonnded.  He 
may  iarae  a  warra«l  on  "probate  cauae,  aop- 
ported  by  oatli."  It  ia  eertain,  costietion  of  tbe 
truth  of  tbe  fhet  mnat  aopenede  the  neeeaaity  of 
any  oath,ioaarnothinflorthe  abatwdity  to  which 
aneh  a  doetrioe  migbtlead.  A  judge  ia  aaaaulied 
and  beat  as  be  eniera  tbe  eouvt  in  which  he  is 
aboat  to  ait  alone;  will  it  be  eoDiended  that  he 
sh^l  Snt  make  oalh  of  the  fact,  and  iben  iuoe 
his  WBTtanl  fat  the  •pprchenaion  of  ibe  offender? 
In  this  cate  tbe  witnesa  ia  a  member  of  the  Hoaae 
by  whom  the  wamnt  is  iaeoed— a  jfldg&  in 
whose  preaeaee  the  alleged  fact  eeconed.  The 
warrant  itself  it  i»nad  on  tbe  aigaalnre  of  the 
Speaker,  bnt  by  the  order  of  tbe  Honae,  whose 
act  it  is,  and  therefore  the  act  alao  of  tbe  mem- 
bo  on  whose  iDformatioo  the  warrNQt  was  issued. 

Before  1  close  my  remarla,  I  cannot  forbear 

notieing  an  obaerratioo  of  the  booorable  morer 

of  the  reeidotioBa  on  your  table,  upon  tbe  prece* 

denu  which  have  been  so  aptly  and  foicibly  ad- 
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dneed,  to  sitstafn  the  aaiboriiy  of  the  Honae  io 
pnniah  the  paritcalsr  eonienipt  which  has  giren 
ri»e  to  this  debate. 

It  has  been  contended,  sir,  that  precedents  are 
dangeroos  lo  liberty ;  that  tliey  faror  the  inroads 
of  power  upon  tbe  rights  of  the  people.  Such,  I 
must  cotifess,  sir,  is  not  my  doctrine.  It  has  been 
correctly  aaid,  by  a  profound  judge  and  an  able 
ciriliao,  that  tbe  muiiplicity  of  laws  eoasiituiea 
the  security  of  the  citizen.  So,  air,  does  tbe  mal- 
tiltide  of  [weeedents  which,  sanciioned  by  usage, 
oj^rate  with  the  force  of  law, 

Precedeois  established  in  good  times,  atay,  in 
dieastrofls  days,  the  rage  of  Action,  and  the  hand 
of  tyranny— a  Pharoj  erected  on  the  margin  of  a 


Monnyiea,  by  the  lirhi  of  which  the  raariiter 
may  anchor  or  steer  bis  bark  in  safely. 
Tbe  case  of  Randall,  in  1796,  to  vhEch  tbe 


honotable  member  from  Georgia  called  the  atten' 
lion  of  tbe  Honse,  forcibly  aa  he  has  used  it,  was 
entitled  to  yet  higher  respect,  from  a  considera- 
tion which  had  not  occurred  to  bim.  The  boa* 
orabte  member  stated  that  it  bad  ariaen  before  the 
ItofmatioB  of  parties  in  oar  public  coutieils.  He 
has  certainly  mistaken  the  history  of  the  day.  I 
wae  then  but  a  boy,  and  am  perhaps  older  than 
the  honorable  member.  I  may  be  allowed  lo  re- 
mind bim  of  facts  which  had  an  important  beii- 


r»y  of  the  aaaampsit  of  the  State  debts,  the  first 

ink  of  the  Uolted  States,  the  raii&catioa  of  the 
British  Treaty ;  nothing  of  tbe  attempt  to  impeach 
Aleaander  UamiliOD ;  DOtbing  of  those  angry  pas- 
sioits  which  in  those  days  shook  the  Administra- 
tiOD  of  Wabhinotoh  lo  its  roaadstionl  [Mr. 
FoaavTH  explained.  He  referred,  be  said,  to  the 
dirision  of  the  parties  by  their  present  names.] 

Ur.  M.  proceeded :  A  member  whispers  to  me, 
that  they  were  called  Federalists  and  anti-Fede- 
ralists, This  denomi  OH  tion,  sir,  was  applied  at 
an  earlier  day  than  that  of  which  1  now  speak. 
The  title  of  Democrats  succeeded  to  that  of  anti- 
Federalists,  and  Republicans  to  this  again.  Tea, 
said  Mr.  M.,  tbe  Federalists  aaffered  tbemselrei 
to  be  outwitted  in  yielding  tbe  popular  title  to 
their  opponents — a  prominent  caasej  I  bare  oo 
doubt,  of  their  ultimate  disComfitare. 

I  hare  not  called  the  attention  of  Ibe  House  to 
tbia  topic,  in  order  to  rerire  aapleasaot  reetdtee* 
tiona,  but  for  a  more  legitioitto  and  UMfhi  pur- 
pose. Eren  in  tbe  times  of  party  djisension  aad 
political  animosity,  78  members  Toied  in  seppott 
oftittrauthariiy  of  this  Honse,  which  is  BOW  qoM- 
tioaed,  and  17  only  against  it ;  while  the  major- 
ity were  equally  diridei)  betweea  the  two  nral 
parties. 

A  preeedeol  entitled  to  higher  confidence  could 
not  be  adduced.  It  is  a  precedent,  too,  directly 
io  point;  establisbiag  not  only  the  general  au- 
thority of  the  Home  to  puaisb  contempts,  but  a 
contempt  of  the  same  species  with  that  which 
has  occasioned  this  debate. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBOK  supported  the  resolntions. 

Mr.  Srtin,  of  South  Carolioa,  next  rose.  He. 
said,  after  erudition  bad  produced  all  4ts  learaing 
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BBd  eloqueDoe  to  cmbeilUh  iIm  «ubj«et  befora  the 
HouM,  ne  rose  lo  address  it  with  coQaider^ble 
embarrHssmeDt ;  and  his  diffidence  WAa  inereaied 
hj  immediaielf  tuceeeding  bd  honDrable  geoile- 
man  (Mr.  Meboer)  who  hid  givea  ao  ffreai  a 
display  of  taleni.  I  am  inoapable  of  followiDg 
biia,  said  Mr.  E.,  Into  the  beauiiful  fields  of  inw- 
gJDBtioD,  where  reason  loiti  her  powers  of  con- 
rictioD,  and  where  judgment  must  yield  ihescep- 
tre  of  decision.  It  is  alone  the  prerc^tive  of 
genioi  to  riot  in  the  laxurie*  of  faaoy,  and  not 
only  lo  investigate,  but  iiradiate,  ail  (nb)ecls  pw- 
■ented  to  it  for  discussion.  The  task  which  I 
■bail  assign  myself  is  more  humble.  I  shall,  in 
the  cold  and  UDioterestiog  terms  of  technical 
phraseology,  endeavor  lo  eoDvioce  tbis  honorable 
body  that  tne  resolmions  ought  to  be  adopttd, 
and  that  it  posietses  no  power  te  punish,  anleM 
in  pannanee  of  some  provision  of  law  or  emsti- 
tution;  aDdtbetebting  none,  the  defendant  ought 
to  be  discharged.  I  shall  vote  hii  discharge  with 
considerable  reluctance.  The  insult  ha  nat  of- 
fered  lo  tbis  honorable  body  is  without  palliation 
or  excuse.  We  heard,  said  Mr.  £.,  that  in  the 
>s  were  beneficial  to  hi*  e< 


diacharge.wilhdnefaiib,  the  hi^  tnat  wUel  hat 
been  confided  to  you  ;  and  as,  lo  the  exvreiie  <^ 
the  natnral  right,  a  man  1*  juetiGed  to  make  aie 
of  any  force  necesMry  lo  repel  ft  perwaaJ  injnry. 
so,  likewiae,  in  the  exercise  of  yo«r  inhereit 
power,  this  House  is  justified  to  pvevent  or  re- 
move any  annoyance  within  or  wiraont  ^e  walls 

lis  House,  which  would  tend  todtiinrfa  its 

deliberaiions,  or  prevent  it  ftom  the  doe  perfortft* 

of  any  of  its  dntias.    But,  sir,  jtM  wonU 

in  either  ease  be  justified  to  iiMka  ok  of 
any  force  or  teitnint  by  way  of  paniahneni; 
for,  in  the  oase  of  the  natural  rifht,  the  nae  tf 
any  force,  olher  ibau  that  which  u  naeeanry  to 
overcome  the  offendiu  foroe,  would  eoDstitne 
an  act  of  aggteaaioo.  So,  the  ezerciee  of  force 
by  the  House,  in  the  way  of  panishflimit,  wooU 
not  be  juaiiled  by  the  iakaceat  power,  it  beiag 
merely  ddcuiive.  The  eKetnpmn  from  arrest. 
and  the  privilege  of  not  bdag  qnesljoaed  in  aaj 
olher  place  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either 
Hoaae,  consllinie  more  of  year  privilegee ;  for, 
allhoagh  ibey  tend  to  pmnoie  the  immediaie 
benefit  of  memberB  in  their  individsal  capaeity, 
tliey  are  yet  the  privilegca  of  the  Hotue 


able  feelings  ot  patriotism,  pasted  a  part  of  his 
accounts  by  a  flatteriu  majority.  Noi  satisfied, 
be  yet  dared  to  insult  tne  integrity  of  tbis  Hoase 
through  the  mediam  of  ihe  honorable  chairmftD 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  wilb  the  offer  of  a 
bribe. 

The  common  law  has  been  appealed  to  as  the 
Bource  from  whence  this  House  derives  its  power 
to  punish  in  cue  of  a  breach  of  privilege.  As  a 
standard  of  cons  true  lion,  1  admit  Ibe  proprietjrof 
the  appeal  lo  enable  as  to  adcetiain  the  meaning 
of  technical  lerm^  derived  from  the  common 
law,  and  which  have  been  ingrafted  iato  our 
Conslilution.  Bui  as  a  rule  of  our  conduct,  and 
obligatory  oa  our  present  decision,  I  deny  ihe 
cottectness  of  the  application.  For  it  mast  be 
recollected  that  the  common  law,  which  I  admit 
is  the  wisdom  of  ages,  is  merely  the  municipal 
rcguUlioo  of  a  foreign  Power;  and  until  it  is 
made  of  force  by  the  Coaititutioo,  which  formt 
our  rule  of  conduct,  ought  not  to  govern  us. 

I  beg  leav;  BOW,  sir,  to  eall  your  attention  U 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  privileges  of  tbe 
Moaae,  and  the  powen  of  tbe  House  to  pnnish 
for  a  breach  of  those  pririlegea.  The  Grii  great 
power  which  it  poetesses  is  an  inherent  power  of 
self-defence,  analogous  to  the  fuadamental  natu* 
ral  right  which  every  man  potiesaee  of  defending 
himself.  It  is  in  both  cases  merely  defensive. 
Tbe  niiural  right  results  from  man's  relative  sit- 
uation in  this  Slate  of  eiisience.  The  doties 
which  he  owes  to  his  God,  his  neighbor,  and  him- 
self, beget,  rather  let  me  say,  impose  oa  him  thii 
power ;  nay,  tbe  obligation  of  self-defence  is  ne- 
cessary  to  a  complete  discharge  of  those  great 
dntiei.  In  tike  manner,  every  article  in  your 
Constitution  which  confides  a  irust  or  imposes 
an  obligation  to  perform  for  the  good  of  ihe  peo- 
ple acta  of  legislation,  creates  and  gives  this 
power  to  enaUe  yon  to  perform  those  aaU,  and 


tbe  House  CBD,  in  both  casM,  paai^  any  merabet    I 
who  ahonld  waive  his  privilege  witMnt  theii 
etHuenL 

These,  sir,  are,  in  m]r  estimatioii,  the  legitimate 
and  Coasiiintional  pnvileM  <rf  Con^reas;  and 
yet,  sir,  for  the  waot  of  legal  proviMoa,  ibey 
may  with  iropuaity  be  trampled  on  and  s«t  at 
defiance,  not  ool;  by  the  defendant  at  your  bar, 
but  by  any  nun  in  this  g^eai  eommaaity.  Is  ii  ' 
correct,  air,  to  sa]r  that  this  inherent  r%kt  extends  ' 
beyond  the  limits  which  I  have  aaaigned  itf 
That,  by  virtue  of  oar  election,  we  arc  politically 
amalgamated,  and  that  the  receptioa  of  an  iasnlt 
oo  ibe  shores  of  tbe  Atlantic  would  tremble 
along  the  sympathetic  line,  and  agonize  yoot 
feelings  beyond  the  monntainsi  No. sir;  J  eoa* 
tend  ihai  out  of  Ihe  bonndaries  i^  ihim  Dtstrici 
we  have  no  proieciion,  no  privil^e,  except  those 
granted  by  the  first  article  of  the  sixth  seeiion  t>f 
the  Consiitniion,  other  than  the  proMciioa  of 
other  great  and  good  men— that  of  virtne,  and 
the  privile^  of  convicting  (aiaehood  with  trntfa, 
Bad  confoondtng  guilt  by  mnocence.  Mr.  Speak- 
er, behold  the  delicacyMonTuttmuonl  A  tain 
arraigned  at  your  bar  for  a  most  atroeioos  insult, 
and  yet  we  have  noi  the  pownr  lo  punish  htm. 
Although  armed  wilb  plenary  sovoteigaty,  and 
the  exclusive  powers  of  l«^aUoa  in  all  caaa 
whatever  in  this  Diitriot;  afthovgh inreswd  with 
authority  to  make  all  laws  which  may  be  Bceea- 
sary  and  proper  to  carry  into  ezeention  all  oat 
powers,  and  to  punish  the  braaeb  of  *af  of  oat 
privileges,  yet  we  suffer  theee  powen  to  clamber 
in  criminal  repose.  At'we  past  along  the  streets, 
scorn  may  point  ihe  finger  of  conrempt  at  us. 
defamations  may  teem  from  the  press,  arraigning 
the  correctness  of  our  condnct,  and  impeaching 
the  purity  of  our  tnteniionsi  nay,  impudence  and 
insolence  may  beard  us  at  the  very  threshold  of 
the  great  council  of  the  nation,  and  without  the 
provisions  of  law  we  cannot  paai^.    Moch  hu 
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been  saM,«ir,*bont  Stale  LegiBUtures,  the  jadgM 
of  the  Unitrd  9l*tes,  iBd  8tai«  JDdg«s,  poMna- 
ing  the  power  of  pnaisbing  Tot  coDiempi.  I  cbd 
speak  with  'confldeace  io  relslion  to  tbii  power 
in  tfae  Bute  which  I  hare  the  honor  of  repre- 
senting. There,  the  L^ialaiure,  the  judges,  aod 
ereti  the  justices  of  the  peace,  possess  this  power, 
not  bf  arbitrary  assutaptJoQ,  but  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  coDiiiluiion  and  the  principles  of 
the  common  Jaw,  made  of  force  in  that  State  br 
an  act  of  the  colonial  gorernmeot,  and  whicn 
act  is  recognised  and  conlianed  in  force  br  a  pro- 
vision in  the  coastitmion  of  that  Slate.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  iudgea  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
Slates,  we  all  know  that  they  derire  (heir  power 
froon  an  act  of  Cangreas  which  recoffoiae*  the 
princijtlM  of  the  eoraaoa  law.  Ana  I  think, 
upoB  laqsify,  it  will  be  ■loerlaiiwd  that  the  Le- 
guJUur«*  aod  judges  of  the  ^ereral  Slates  ptw 
s«ss  tbit  pown  br  some  provinon  in  their  laws 
or  eoaalitatione.  Nam eroos  precedents  have  been 
appealed  to.  I  shall  not  suf^  my  miad,  air,  to 
begorerned,  nay,  influenced,  by  any  precedents 
which,  in  my  Judgment,  sanction  error.  It  is, 
moteoTer,  contended  that,  admitting  there  is  no 
express  provision  in  the  Constitution  which 
gives,  without  the  aid  of  legislation,  a  power  to 
punish  in  case  of  a  breach  of  privilese,  yet  thai 
this  House,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  annex- 
log  a  panishmeot  adequate  to  every  breach  of 
privilege,  does  possess  a  diMretionary  power  ex 
neceuiUUe  rei.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  no  compliment 
to  sAj  thai  I  would  as  lief  trnat  this  dangeroua 
power  in  ihe  potMssion  of  this  hoaofable  body  a* 
in  any  other  knowa  to  oar  inslilulions ;  for  in 
every  case  in  which  corruption  has  dared  to  ap- 
pfoaeh  you  with  its  impurity,  or  raise  Its  detest- 
able gluee  to  the  elevation  of  your  virtnea,  yoa 
bare  uniformly  repelled  it  wiih  indignant  con- 
tempt. But,  sir,  1  cm  nnwilling  to  trn^t  this 
power  with  any  man  or  body  of  men.  The  time 
may  come  when  onr  political  virtue  may  have 
passed  awa^j  when  corruption  may  have  sapped 
the  foandaitoo  of  onr  boasted  insiitnlions ;  wEen 
the  independence  of  this  House  may  be  lost,  and 
teen  bowing,  with  syeophantic  smiles,  at  the 
ahrine  of  Bseouiive  favor ;  nay,  sir,  when  the 
rery  exertion  vf  the  physical  force  of  the  people 
will  but  operate  to  iheir  own  destruction.  It  is 
on  ibese  accounts  that  I  wish  all  our  proceedingi 
may  be  aanctioned  by  law  and  Conititulion.  I 
feel  a  deaire  that  gentlemen  who  adrocate  this 
power  would  pause  a  moment,  and  analyze  its 
charneler.  it  i«  plenary  sovereignty,  armed  with 
powers  legislative,  jodiciat,  and  executive.  It  is 
a  power  capable  of  paning  laws  ex  'pott  facto; 
oi  declaring  that  act  criminal,  tx  re  noJo,  whieb 
before  wh  innocent.  It  is  a  ^im  nnknowo  and 
UDdeGned.  which  lies  dormant  until,  in  a  momeat 
of  angry  feeling,  it  proclaims  its  laws,  which  are 
carried  into  execution  by  inforiated  justice.  Odi- 
oos  tyranny  !  Most  frightful  despotism !  More 
terrible  ibaa  the  laws  of  Caligula,  or  the  rescript 
of  the  Roman  Emperors. 

Hr.  Speaker,  at  the  pedeetal  of  your  seat  I 
■wore  that  1  woold  deMnd  the  CoDttltntion  of 


my  cmtntry.  1  will  defend  it,  sir.  Bat  I  ait  here 
in  a  two-fold  capacity — not  ooljr  to  defend  the 
Constitntion,  bat  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  as  long  as  1  have  the  honor  of  a  Mat 
on  this  floor,  I  will  never  eit  ia  silence,  and  see 
their  rights  illegally  invaded.  In  legal  contem- 
plation, the  poorest  man  lies  intrenched  behind 
the  rampart  of  taws ;  nay.  clothed  in  the  garb  of 

filebeian  humility,  sits  enthroned  on  the  alttr  of 
iberir_;  and  the  power  which  can,  without  law, 
drag  htm  from  this  sanctuary  to  punishment,  de- 
strovs  all  idea  of  criminality,  and  ro&kee  him  a 
sacrifice. 

I  lender  my  grateful  ackoowledgmenia  to  this 
House  for  the  attention  with  which  it  has  hoD- 

When  Mr.  Eavm  concluded,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Holmes  of  Massaohusetts,  the  Rouse  adjourned 
at  past  4  o'clock,  wiihoat  having  come  to  any  da* 
cisioa  on  tbe  questioa  before  ibem. 

SATnBoiT,  January  10. 

The  SpEAKBa  laid  before  Ihe  House  a  letter,  di- 
rected to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Staie^  from 
a  certaia  Carl  Theodore  Mottr,  residing  in  Wal- 
lendorf,  Germany,  offering  to  come  to  America 
apOB  certain  coaditioas,  and  to  establish  a  manr 
ufactory  of  porcelain ;  which  waa  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SanouiiT,  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 

into  the  expediency  of  allowing  a  drawback  upon 

refined  sugar  exported  from  the  United  States. 

AMELIA  ISLAND. 

Mr.  MiDDLBTOH,  from  the  committee  on  *o 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  Ihe  illieit  introduction  of 
slaves  from  Amelia  Island  into  the  United  Slates^ 
made  the  following  report: 

The  committae  to  whom  waa  referred  so  mudi  of 
the  Freudeul'a  Hensge  u  relate*  to  the  ilGdt  intra- 
duetion  of  sIbtc*  from  Amelia  Island,  b&ving  carefiiUy 
tsken  the  mattar  committed  to  them  into  connderation, 
raapsctfiill;  report: 

That  haiiog  ap^ied  to  the  D^tartment  of  State  fer 
inbrmation  reapectiDg  the  illicit  introduction  of  alavec 


the  United  Btatea,  they  were  referred  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  the  docomenta  trsjumitted  to  thia 
Hauee  by  the  Preeidenf  a  Meaoofc  of  the  IGth  Decetn- 
bar  Iwt,  consisting  of  variooa  sxtracta  of  papera  on  the 
files  of  tbe  Daputmeati  of  State,  of  the  TrMaury,  end 
of  the  Navy,  relatiTe  to  tbe  procaedinga  of  osttain  pei- 
aons  who  toiik  posaserion  of  Amelia  I^nd  in  the  Siun- 
mer  of  tbe  put  year,  and  alaO  rdatiTe  to  a  rimilai  ea- 
taMMtmeat  ^evieudy  made  at  Oalvsatm  near  dw 
rnovdi  of  tbe  river  Truiity. 

Open  a  Itamnveetigalien  of  tteae  papera,  with  «  view 
to  die  anb^  eemmltied  to  tbem,  yoor  oimmittee  are 
of  <qiinion,  diet  it  U  bat  loo  notoriona,  that  nnmenms 
infractiona  of  the  law  prohibtdng  the  importation  of 
■lavei  into  the  United  Staiea  have  been  paipetrated 
with  inponity  npon  onr  Soutbem  frontier ;  and  they 
are  fnithm  of  oiunion,  that  similar  infraetiona  wonld 
have  been  repeated  with  inereaaing  activi^,  without 
the  timely  iote^poaition  of  die  naval  fbrca  nndet  diiDct- 
ion   ef  ttie   Executive  of  our  Oovenment.    In  the 
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wmiia  of  tlw  invwtigation,  yam  oomnitt«a  ban  fcosd 
it  difficult  lo  keep  Mpinte  the  apMuJ  mUmr  giren 
into  tliebr  chuge,  from  tofies  of  a  BOre  genenl  nt> 
tgn, wUch woneeMuril J  Dit«rwoTe>  thcMwitk ;  thej 
IheicdbN  cr»Te  the  inddgenee  of  the  Hon**,  while 
thej  piMent  lome  geneial  Tiewi,  ocunacud  with  the 
anUect,  which  hSTB  dcTclopad  themMlvei  in  the  pneo' 
catkn  of  th«ir  inqmiy. 

It  wonld  ^ipeei  &om  what  had  bean  Mllected  from 
diaae  papen,  that  nnmeiOBi  liolatkini  of  on  lawi 
have  been  lalUrly  coanitted  hj  a  MmUnation  of  free- 
booteie  and  unng^eri  of  rarioiw  natiou,  who  located 
duDudiei  in  the  fint  iaitance  npou  an  vuinhalnled 
■pot  near  th«  month  of  ^e  riTer  Trini^,  within  the 
jwiidictional  limiti  of  the  United  Btatee,  ai  claimed  in 
ititne  of  (he  tteity  of  cewion  of  Looiiiana  by  France. 
TMa  aModalioD  <i  peraeu*  organized  a  ijitem  of  gan- 
der opon  the  high  aeui  directed  chieS;  againit  ^paii< 
bh  prapei^,  which  conaiited  freqnantly  oTiUtm  htao 
the  coaat  of  Aftiea;  but  Oieir  nfldnct  a^aaia  not  al- 
vati  to  hare  been  regolaled  bj  a  itriet  ragud  Ut  die 
national  chataeter  ofraa*^  UUng  into  Ihm  handi, 
when  specie  or  «lhci  ler;  valaaUe  artidee  fbmed 
part  of  the  cargo.  Tlieir  Teaiel*  gannaU;  niled  onder 
a  pretended  Mexican  flag,  altboivh  it  does  not  appear 
Qiat  the  eetabUibment  of  QalToeloa  waa  aandioaed  bj 
in  woMtMi  with  any  Ooremnent.  The  preannip' 
Hob,  too,  of  any  antborily  eiar  having  baea  giTen  for 
■Mh  an  lataUUuaeDt,  it  atna^T  lap^led  ai  w«ll  bj 
ila  ^ratieal  ebantelar,  aa  bj  ita  Mnaisnt  natore ;  for 
&»  fint  pontlon,  at  Galvaatoo,  wai  abandoMd  on  «t 
aboU  tha  fitb  of  April  laat,  for  one  near  Hatagorda, 
OpOK  Ibe  Spaiudi  teiritory ;  and  at  a  later  potiod  thii 
lalt  wai  abandaaed  and  a  trauifgr  made  lo  AmeUa  U< 
Wd,  in  liaat  Fknida ;  a  poet  which  bad  bc«u  previ- 
.OQily  aeiied  I7  penon*,  who  appear  to  have  been 
aqtlaUy  nuanthonzed,  and  who  were,  at  llie  time  ol 
the  aaUtmuftt, upon  thepoint,ttiibelia*ad,of  ahan- 
dosing  Aeir  entaipriae,  tiom  the  Ailoie  of  raeonreea, 
whicb  thaj  cipe^ad  lo  have  drawn  from  within  — 
limita,  In  defiance  of  our  lawi.  There  eXMti,  on 
part  i^thiaeMa-rOTen,  an  erganiied  ijatem  (^daring 
'-d  by  (bice  of  anne  i  and  it  i»  only 


—  ™  _- »  reaped  the  rigbta 

party  and  the  laws  of  nation*-  It  i*  de^^  to  be  re- 
gretted that  practices  of  inch  a  character,  within  onr 
iouBediaie  oMghborboodi  and  oren  within  oat  jntis* 
diotionil  liimt*i  (hould  ha*e  prevailed  unchecked  for 
n>  long  a  tj^^'r ;  more  capeciaUy,  ai  ono  of  their 
diale  conaequencei  wa«  to  give  oecanoD  to  the  illicit 
intzodoction  of  ilavei  iTom  the  cOBjt  of  Africa  into  Iheae 
Uailad  Slatea,  and  thus  to  rerit e  a  traffic  repugnant 


part  of  the  oottf  of  the  Umlad  Rtatea,  or  ttmlema 
Owiaa^  whan  ba  u^' jndgo  Bttanpta  will  be  made  to 
liolata  Ih*  pnviMB*  of  that  act,  in  order  to  aaiM  and 
ting  in  §n  condemnalion  all  *aMeU  oontraveiiing  ita 
pMvianBa,  to  be  proeeaded  againat  accerding  lo  law. 

By  tha  joint  rM<dntian  of  the  Senate  and  Hoom  of 
BepteMntBtiTWof  IbthJannaiy,  ISU.and  the  act  of 
tha  nma  dale,  the  PraMdant  i*  folly  ompswored  to  oc- 
enpy  any  part  or  tika  whole  of  the  tenitory  lying  aaat 
of  die  rirar  Pcadido,  and  Math  of  (he  State  of  GooTgia, 
in  the  event  of  an  atlampt  to  accopy  the  aaid  territory, 


of  taking  pOM«aHon  1 
■aid,  and  in  order  lo 


or  any  part  ibaraof  by  any  finifB  t  _    ._ 

Power;  and,  by  Aa  a^ne  r«*^lio&  and  aetiham^ 
1^  part  of  Iha  Army  and  Navy  af  dto  Dnitad 
ucb  he  may  deem  naeeaatry,  ftr  Iha  poipaaa 
'  occnpying  Uia  kmtoiy  afora- 
inlain  theraiiL  Ibe  aatiiodty  of 
the  United  Stataa. 

Among  the  avowsd  projecla  of  the  penou  who 
ht*E  occupied  Amelia  Island,  waa  that  of  makjng  Ui« 
eonqneat  of  Ba«t  and  We«t  Florida,  profeaeedly  fat 
the  pnrpoee  of  eatabliibing  there  an  independent  gov- 
ernment; and  the  vacant  lands  in  thoae  provincH 
have  been,  from  the  origin  of  tbii  undertaking  dowi 
to  the  lateal  period,  held  ont  aa  Inrea  to  Ifae  cnpi£tj 
of  advMtnrera,  and  aa  reaonicea  fin  drfrayinK  ^  ex- 

Eoaea  of  tb*  expedition.  The  greater  put  of  W«at 
otida  bebkg  in  the  Mtnal  poweariBn  of  the  Unitnl 
Stataa,  tlua  project  involved  in  it  dwignaof  dUrad  hot- 
lili^  againrt  Umb;  and  aa  tba  eipteaa  atjaat  o>f  tbi 
raaalittmi  and  act  of  161b  lannaiy,  I8f  J,  waa  to  n» 
thoriM  the  Prcddent  to  prevent  tha  prnviBce  of  Eaat 
Florida  froM  paaang  into  tba  banM  af  any  Afwiyn 
Power,  it  beoame  ibe  obviona  dn^  of  the  Prvadatit  to 
exerdaa  tha  autbori^  vested  in  him  by  that  Inw.  It 
does  not  wear  that  among  Iheaa  ItliMMnt  eatabliab- 
era  of  repubuce,  and  distriboton  of  Florida  landa,  tb«* 
ia  a  single  individual  inhabitant  of  the  cotuttry  when 
dte  repnblic  was  to  be  constituted,  and  whose  lank 
were  to  be  tbua  bestowed ;  the  project  wai,  tberofon, 
an  attempt  to  occapy  that  territory  by  a  fbrdga 
Power.  Whore  the  profession  is  in  such  direct  oapo. 
mHoD  to  the  &et ;  where  the  venerable  forma,  by  winch 
a  bee  people  eonstitirte  a  frame  of  gov^nuenl  In 
themaetves,  are  pmslitnlad  bv  a  horde  of  fbrdgn  frae- 
bootettfetpuTpoaeaofidnnder;  i(  under  color  rf  au- 
dMii^  fiwn  any  of  Ifaa  proviaoea  contending  far  Iheii 
independeMe,  the  Flondaa,  or  either  ef  (beai,  had 
beam  permbtad  lopaas  into  tba  bands  arnMh  a  P»w«r, 

thj-i^^iw-.— -.P»i.Aimi«yitf  iMiiMtiiy  tn 

point  oat  to  the  ducCHunent  ef  the  Houm  Aa  f^ 
cimu  influence  whiidi  such  a  deatiny  of  tha  temtoriN 


It  ii 


Amelia  Island,  whelber  auttiorized  themselves  by  any 
GoTomment  or  not,  have  issued  commisaooj  for  pn- 
vateen,  as  in  the  name  of  the  Veneiaelitn  snd  Mexi- 
can Oovemments,  to  vessels  fitted  out  in  Ibe  ports  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  chiedy  manned  and  officered  by 
our  own  countrymen,  fbr  the  purpoae  of  capturing  the 
property  of  nations  wlA  which  the  DniledSnuee  are  at 
Mace.  One  of  the  olgeets  of  the  oeenpalien  of  Ame- 
lia Uand,  it  apfieara,  waa  to  posaaM  a  conveniant  re> 
sort  for  privateeia  of  tbia  deacrlMisn,  eqnaHy  repto- 
batad  by  the  lawa  of  nations,  imik  neagnise  tMB 
only  under  the  deoominattDB  of  piratsa,  and  by  aevaaal 
of  the  treatiaa  of  the  United  Btalaa  with  HBmmk  £•• 
royean  Pawers,  wbieh  eiptesaly  deitirminite  them  at 
■och.*  It  was  against  the  subgocia  of  Spain,  one  tf 
the  Powers  with  which  the  UDiladStalea  have  entarad 

*  See  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  France,  ITtS,  art. 
Sltl,  United  States  Laws,  voL  I,  p.  88;  with  Oa 
Motherlsndt,  1762,  art  19,  vol.  I,  p.  IBS;  withBwa> 
den,  1T83,  ait  S3,  vol.  1,  p.  190 ;  with  Great  Britain, 
17H,  Bit  St,  vol.  I,  p.  SIS;  with  Praasia,  IVSG,  art. 
SO,  val.  I.  p.  SSe,  and  17»7,  art  M,  p.  SS6 ;  with 
Spain,  1T9A,  aft.  14,  voL  1,  p.  S7a 
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Om  <^  CoUml  Aitderwm. 


isio  ilifuljtlniM  VBtmtma^  1n«B  eilw—  bam  UKUf 
UT  nr-ni— '— ■  nom  x^  Pomr  niih  wUcb  the  bm; 
ba  ftt  waz  tat  ■ming  ut;  ^p  U  Mt  m  privUMii, 
iht*  ilMM  tmmU  b>«*  bMO  oomnuMiiXMd  to  craiM ; 
lliiH«lt,  u  t^  comnittM  hin  olMemd.  no  flag.  ~~* 

.t . .  _, ^  towitiy,  kw  ntond  - 

bnine^to  tonaancj 

„_„ ,  ji  deftnee  of  ow  bwa, 

bent  to  mbroil  die  United  StatM  wiA  all  th«  nmtiont 
iTba«e  commeiea  with  onr  cooDtr;  wu  aiifbriiig  vniti 
thase  dopntbttoD*;  Mid,  if  not  chocked  bj  aU  the 
mewu  in  tba  pomr  of  the  Garenimeiit,  would  baTO 
Knatwned  ifcmi  from  the  ralqacta  oTftreigB  Oerem- 
tneola  Jbr  indenmitica,  at  the  npenea  et  fliia  nation, 
iiw  cntOTW  ^  em  pe<^,  in  veweta  fitted  «ut  in  om 
psHa,  and,  ta  ooald  not  fail  cf  bMng  alleged,  coiiB- 
tananced  li  flw  Teij  Boi^eet  of  tho  neaeaewr  maana 
fin   mffveMmv  tfcM.    The   p ' '   •"""* 


t  pert  of  rafiiBe  ta  aadk  priTetsen,  a«d  of 

illieil  Infio  in  tbe  United  BUtee  ef  Ibeir  priitti,  wUell 
wwB  freqnentljr.  —  betea  attied,  da«e  ahipe  ftem 
AAica,  WM  a  powarfol  aneonragamwt  and  tenpta>- 
Itoa  tonmltinlTthaeaTialatiDniof  onilawi^and  nada 
it  the  imtj  m  ibe  Gotemmeni  to  um  all  the  ineaiK  in 
ila  powoi  to  leatiOTe  the  aocaiit;  of  ost  own  commBiee, 
and  of  that  of  Criendtj  nationi  upon  oat  ooaita,  which 
conld  in  no  otbar  wa^  more  fdactaiUj  be  done  than 
by  taUng  from  Ihii  [oratical  and  nnaBgUng  combina- 
tion their  place  of  r^nge. 

In  orda,  Iherafcrs,  to  gin  fuO  effect  to  tbe  inten- 
tiona  of  Ihe  LeKialitnie,  and  in  pnnuanee  of  the  pro- 
TiHona  of  the  tbove  recited  isaolntion  and  acta,  it  be- 
came necewaij  (aa  it  appears  to  your  committae)  to 
aappren  all  eftaUtcbnenta  of  the  hoatite  natare  of 
thoae  above  deecribed,  made  in  onr  Ticinity,  the  ob- 
jects of  which  appear  to  bare  been  the  ocenpatiDn  H 
the  Florldaa,  the  ipoUatton  of  peweftd  oonnnetee  upon 
•nd  nmr  eni  eoaats  by  piratical  privatMit,  die  <te- 
deatine  inpeitation  of  Roede,  and  the  ilUnt  intndne- 
tiiMofilaveawiHdnaurliinlti.    Snch  eataUbbMenli, 


a»d  bj  niMt  dvilited  nationa  aa  rapugnant  to  joslice 
and  hoi^anitj,  and  wbieh,  in  oni  paiticulai  caaa,  ■■ 
not  lets  so  ts  all  the  diOataa  of  a  amind  policj. 

Your  wamiltee  antia^ata  bane&i*!  tbnIu  fiom 
the  adoptiem  of  tkwe  jneamres  by  the  ExeoatiTe,  in 
tbe  proBOliDn  of  the  aecnrity  ot  obi  Sontharu  frontier 
and  its  nsigbboring  leaa,  and  in  the  diminution  of  the 
aTaaions,  latterly  so  freqnent,  of  oar  leTenne  and  pco- 
hibiloiy  law*.  The  eipeiieace  of  ten  jsan  has,  hew- 
eTcr,  evinced  the  ueceuity  of  some  new  regulatioaa 
being  adopted  in  ordei  efiectDally  to  put  a  ilop  to  the 
&rdiet  introduction  of  ilaTss  into  the  Vnitea  Statea. 
In  the  act  of  Congreaa  prohibiting  this  importation, 
the  policy  of  giTing  the  whole  (brfeitnra  of  TOiSsl  and 
gooda  to  tba  Uutnd  Butes,  and  nn  part  thereof  to  the 
infonner,  may  Jnallybe  doidited.  Thisi*  an  oTer«ight 
which  aboold  be  mossed.  The  act  doe«  indeed  give 
a  part  of  Itie  penooal  pentltiea  to  lbs  informer,  but 
tbaee  penahieM  are  ganetslly  only  nominal.  Aa  the 
peieona  engnged  in  aocfa  traffio  are  naually  poor,  the 

-  i^m  of  ihe  Slatea  to  paa  acta  to  nuaet  the  ea  of 

igrwa,  and  to  eetabli^  ragnlatiana  in  aid  of  tto 

aame,  can  only  be  remedied  ij  Congrtaa  legialating 


directly  on  the  anl^et  tiwniaalTas,  a«  it  ia  daar^ 
within  the  soopa  of  usir  Conatitntional  powers  to  do. 

For  thaae  pnipoeet  your  committee  Mf  leave  re- 
qwctttally  herewith  to  report  a  bill 

Mr.  MiDsuiTOii  then  rsporied  a  bill  in  nddi- 
tion  to  the  fotraer  nota  prohibiiiiiK  the  iniro<laii- 
tion  of  sUTee  ioto  the  Cnlted  SuieE ;  nnd  tbe 
bill  wu  twice  reed,  and  oo  in  mi  tied. 

Tbe  report  wu  not  read,  but  onleied  to  be 
printed.  , 

COLONEL  ANDERSON'S  CASE. 

The  Spbaur  laid  before  tbe  Home  the  fol- 
lowing letter  nod  encloeiue,  yesterday  received 
by  him  from  John  Anderson : 

lASDAxr  9, 1B18. 


honorable  Hoose  of  Repreaentativea  the  motive*  which 
have  actnaled  my  recent  cendncL  I  beg  leave  to  aa- 
nonnca  my  wish  to  waive,  with  mat  object,  any  Cob- 
stitnttonal  or  other  qnesdon  whiili  may  have  arisen. 

I  aneloee  a  letter  whiclk  I  had  die  honor  this  morn- 
ing to  prepare  for  the  cenrideration  of  tba  Honae. 
I  am,  sir,  with  pmibnDd  respect, 

JOHN  ANDEH80N. 
Hm.  HsvBT  Glat, 

SpealKr  of  the  Ibute  ofRqu. 

WiiaixsTov,  Jan.  9, 1818. 
Bin;  Consideiing  the  honorable  body  belbra  whoae 
bar  I  am  shortly  to  appear  as  the  g"     ■"-     -  -"^  -- 
rights  which,  as  a  citaen,  I  p 
the  generous  feeling*  of  its  meabeia,  I 
dnced  to  finego  the  privilege  extended  to  me  <rf  ea- 
^mg  eoanHl,  ie«t  it  mlgfat  be  enppoaed  dial  I  was 
incttocd  ta  riubei  myself  by  legal  exeaptiMia.    Aa  the 
r  of  BT  sitaation  ■ —   ■■ '— '  * 


itnen,  I  pososss,  and  relying  open 
[■  of  ila  meabei*,  I  have  been  in- 


to writing,  be  propcmoded  to  die  leanative  w 
by  the  Clerk,  and  that  he  sboald  read  the  ezpl 
and  apekHnr  wbieh  1  have  to  malte. 

JOHN  ANDERSON. 
Hon.Hianv  C1.1.1, 

i^Moicr  <ff  the  HouK  o/R^t, 
Tha  letter  having  been  read- 
Mr.  FonasTH  rose  to  mave  that  these  reeolu- 
lions  ba  laid  oa  the  taUe.  We  owe  it,  said  Mr. 
F.,  to  OUT  own  dignitT,  to  the  dignity  of  tbe  men- 
bers  of  this  House,  that  the  inrestlgktioa  of  tbe 
oSeace  of  John  Anderson  ahoald  proceed.  Tbe 
inquiry  which  has  aiieeo  into  the  ext«it  of  (he  pri- 
vileges sod  powers  of  the  House  nay  be  resumed 
■flerwards,  and  decided.  But  lei  us  see,  s«id  he, 
what  will  be  the  consequence  of  our  proeeedii^ 
in  the  preeeat  eonrie,  and  being  diverted  by  this 
inquiry  from  the  eiamiiMtion  of  the  aociued. 
A  persoQ  ofiets  a  bribe  to  a  meanber  of  this  House, 
tbe  House  otdera  the  ofieodei  into  custody— tba 
letter  of  the  accused,  which  is  the  foundation  «iad 
ihe  eridenee  of  the  charge,  refera  10  ceruin  mr 
ears  of  the  Qoveroment,  and  membera  of  thia 
Haute,  as  prepared  to  support  tbe  cUiias  to 
which  he  allodea.  Instead  of  calling  thia  person 
b^ore  us,  and  seeing  how  far  we  can  substantiate 
the  charge,  the  proceeding  is  stopped,  by  the  refO- 
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Que  of  Cobmel  Andenoiu 


Iandakt,  1818, 


IdUodi  before  ns,  and  tbe  pTOlneted  d«b«te  vbleh 
followK.  May  not  (bis  conne,  Mid  Hr.  F^  put  a 
sttaoge  com  true  t  ion  on  ibe  matter  1  Halieious 
penom  mar  ut,  and  (h«r«  are  maof  iDcb,  it  It 
the  inteotion  of  the  Hodsb  to  ttifle  a  daoferoDi 
inqnirf,  not  to  settle  an  importatit  Constiltitiaiial 
qneition.  To  aroid  anv  ponibililf  of  aaeb  an 
impntation,  lei  at,  stid  Mr.  F^  impend  tbe  coo- 
sideralton  of  these  reeolaiioDs,  and  proceed  in  the 
ezaminatioD  of  the  aeeoscd. 

Mr.  PiTKUi  obMrved,  that  the  object  of  tbe 
retolations  wai,  to  turn  (be  accused  over  to  tbe 
Executive  officer! ;  if  (hey  pais,  ibe  United  State* 
Attorney  wotild  be  directed  to  prosecute  him. 
But  why  not,  before  this,  said  Mr.  P.,  btinE;  the 
accused  before  ns,  and  bear  his  explantionon  the 
subject  T  Ad  additional  reason  for  this  coarse. 
tSi.  P-  thought,  was  (be  request  of  the  accused 
to  come  before  [he  House.  After  examining  and 
bearing  him,  Mr.  P.  uid,  tbe  Hoase  could  decide 
whether  they  ought  lo  pass  the  resolutions,  and 
luin  him  over  lo  another  tribunal. 

Mr.  Spenobr  tald,  the  remarlis  of  Mr.  Fitkih 
applied  only  to  (he  second  resolution,  and  not  to 
the  Qni ;  and  he  hoped  (be  motion  would  not  be 
agreed  (o.  He  did  not,  he  laid,  poaMM  •ueb  a 
feeling  of  dignity  as  to  do,  or  persevere  in  any- 
thing which  be  ihougbt  improper;  and  in  the 
conscientious  discbarge  of  his  duty  he  should 
never  look  beyond  (he  walls  of  the  House  for  his 
motives.  In  this  case,  however,  said  be,  malice 
itself  could  not  impeach  the  motivesof  tbe  House; 
.foi  m  propoeitioD  (o  direct  (he  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted Bute*  to  proceed  tgains(  the  accused,  could 
-  not,  by  any  iaganuty,  be  comtrned  into  a  dUpo- 
sition  to  stifle  (he  inquirv.  Be  therefore  hoped 
the  HoBsa  would  proceea  and  determine  (he  al^ 
■(raet  principle,  withont  any  reference  (o  the 
neritiof  theeiM,aDd  without  coniidering  wbe- 
'tber  Joho  Andersoh  can  make  an  acceptable 
<pologr  or  no(. 

Mr.  Habribor  was  fn  favor  of  laying  tbe  reso- 
lutions on  the  (able,  and  proceeding  immediately 
to  the  eiamination  of  the  acciued.  It  va*  not  (o 
be  supposed  (hB(,  because  he  was  one  of  those 
referred  lo  by  Jobn  AndersMi.  as  willing  (o  sup- 
por(  his  claims,  iba(  he  feU  (Dc  sli^es(  with  to 
avoid  an  examination  of  that  individnal.  Mr. 
H.Mid,  so  far  from  disclaiming  a  readiness  (osup- 

Krl  (he  claims  of  wbieb  Anderson  is  (be  asent, 
felt  bound  in  the  strongest  manner  to  aid  them. 
Independently  of  a  conviction  of  (heir  justice, 
Hr.  H.  said,  thoae  claims  eime  IVom  a  people 
and  a  Territory  for  which  he  ftit  a  pcealiat  inter- 
est. He  was  therefore  anconicious  of  any  ap- 
pearance of  inniropriety  in  being  included  among 
those  whom  (he  accused  named  as  Qiaposed  to 
•id  in  bis  suit  befbre  the  House. 

Hr.  FOHBTTH  replied  to  Mr.  SfenceR,  (bat 
all  must  know  (he  extent  of  human  mali^iiy. 
'  Every  one  acquainted  with  our  politteal  history 
must,  he  said,  be  sensible  how  tar  the  motives 
and  the  eondncC  of  this  House  may  be  questioned 
and  misrepresented ;  and  he  knew  that  the  in- 
genuity of  malice  was  such  that  it  cduld,  and 
pTofatbly  would,  impute  false  and  impgrc  motives 


(o  (he  course  which  (he  HMue  i  , 
and  bis  object  was,  by  going  a(  once  i«o  aa  in- 
vestigation of  the  matter,  lo  leave  no  pretext 
whatever  for  a  misconstruction  of  the  conduct 
of  the  House.  The  geatleman  admitted  then 
was  DO  law  under  wnich  the  person  accused 
could  be  indicted  ;  to  refer  him  to  the  Attorney 
General  or  District  Attorney  then  was  idle;  we 
know  no  investigation  can  take  place. 

Mr.  HoPKiiiflON  was  unfriendly  to  (be  motioa 
(0  lay  (he  resolutions  on  the  table.  After  all,  it 
was  a  mere  question  of  order  in  tbe  proceeding; 
but,  he  said,  as  tbe  qoeitioQ  bad  already  been 
discussed  much  at  large,  and  as  it  moat  be  decided 
in  (be  end,  he  (bought  it  was  better  to  do  to  now, 
after  having  gone  so  far  into  it,  (ban  afteiwudt 
to  have  all  thai  has  been  done  to  go  over  agaia. 
At  any  rale,  Hr.  U.  hoped  tkc  Hooaa  woald  not  I 
abandon  the  queatioB  whboot  Winging  it  lo  a  ■ 
deeision.  A  strong  teaaon  for  pwaectniiy  the 
Inquiry  now  before  the  House  wiat,  Mr.  H.  snt^, 
(bat  a  majority  of  tbe  g«Dtleinen  who  delivered 
their  sentiments  were  on  one  side ;  and  those  on 
tbe  other  side,  he  said,  ought  (o  have  an  oppoi- 
(unilyof  submi[[ing  also  Ineir  views  of  iL  He 
bad  DO  idea  that  tbe  House  wished  to  tbrink  from 
an  investigation  of  the  latter,  whatever  appear- 
ance it  migbl  have,  or  micht  be  given  to  it.  i 

Mr.  PoiMDEZTER  said,  that  aI(bongb  he  denied 
the  power  of  the  House  to  punish  the  individnal 
who  bad  been  arrested  under  the  warrant  of  the 
Speaker,  and  whose  case  was  under  considera- 
tion, he  should  vote  (o  lay  the  resolutions  offered 
by  Mr.  Spehoer  on  the  table.  The  letter  ad- 
dressed by  the  accused  to  the  Speaker,  which 
had  been  read  for  the  infomation  of  the  Hoitse, 
pt«qieaes,  on  his  |»n,  Mibminioo  to  Uto  Mthority 
of  (be  Hooae,  with  a  view  to  ezplnnmtioas  and 
Bpolofia,whichhcaanhetspreMfedtomake.  I 
am  witliu,  said  Ur.  P.,  to  a&rd  him  tkii  oppci- 
tMity.  If  (he  Houae  ahoald  be  saiNded,  after 
tearing  (b«  excuse  which  may  be  made  by  Uia 
aecnsed,  for  hi*  extraordinary  conduct^  or  tbe  apol- 
^y  which  he  may  oSbr  In  mttigatiMi  of  (he  of- 
fence, we  shall  be  enabled  (o  waive  for  Ihe  present 
a  decision  of  (he  grea(  Consit rational  (luestion 
which  hRS  been  raised  on  (his  occasion,  and 
which  is  calculated  to  embarrass  the  proceedings, 
and  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  this  body.  With 
a  hope  that  this  might  be  the  teantt  of  the  pro- 
posed explanation,  and  that  suitable  provision 
may  be  made  by  law  for  similar  eases,  should 
they  hereafter  occur,  and  thereby  remove  the 
embarrassment  which  we  experience  in  the  case 
now  under  consideration,  Mr.  P.  saidj  he  should 
support  tbe  motion  (o  lay  (he  resolutions  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Debba  was  in  favor  of  laying  the  reso- 
lutions on  the  table.  John  Anderson  prayed  to 
be  heard;  andif  wefind,saidMr.  D.,thatheean 
exonerate  himself  from  the  offence,  I  wish  it  to 
be  done ;  because  this  debate  may  continue  yet 
many  days,  all  which  time  (he  aootued  mos(  re> 
main  in  custody,  if  no(  heard  before.  Af^er  bis 
examination  (he  diacnasion  can  be  reaumed,  mnd 
(he  queMioR  aettled. 
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Oat  of  OAanA  Jndenon. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Rioa  inqoiral  ithetbertbe  BceOMd  btd 
espmaed  a  wito  to  be  hMTd  at  oncfc  If  so,  Ur. 
S.  w«B  willing  to  U^  the TeeolutiQaB  <ni  the  table, 
and  hwr  him  j  Ixit,  if  sot,  be  wai  opposed  to  the 
moijoa. 

Hr.  BsBOHn  icmarlivd,  that  one  reatoD  with 
him  for  mot  wiahiKg  to  tar  the  reetihitlons  oa  tb« 
table  wis,  that  be  had  no  idea  of  receiriov  k 

Stition  ftfom  a  man  who  w«8  held  in  ctuisdy. 
r.  B.  wa>  D6t  dfiMwed  to  hold  the  aeeased  tn 
ctiModf  a  taomenl  UageT  ihaa  he  bad  the  right; 
but  he  wa*  io  favor  of  firai  trying  if  the  Hoqm 
poneaa  that  right  mt  not.  I  am  not  WilliDg^  Mid 
Mr.  B.,  to  get  lid  of  thii  qaeitioD  by  permitting 
the  party  to  coma  in  here,  and  gire  evidenee 
against  hi'mMlf,  or  by  aUowiag  him  to  cone  for* 
ward  and  admit  our  jorisdiatiOD  in  the  ease. 

Mr.  PiKnALL  made  a  few  remarks  in  coinei- 
dence  with  those  of  Hr.  FoixDnxTBR,  of  which 
he  expressed  hie  approbation. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  reMlotions  on  the  tsbk 
was  decided  in  the  negatire — ayes  abonc  3D ;  and 
the  qOMtioD  then  reanrred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  reiolntloB*. 

Mr.  PoiitDBxTsn,  of Missiatippi,  thea  rose.  He 
said  that  the  impoRanoe  of  ibe  Constiiatiooal 
question  fnrolred  in  the  question  nnder  consider' 
Btion,  he  triutcd  would  afford  bim  a  salisftetory 
apology  to  the  HotMe  for  tbe  time  which  he  migb  t 
occupy  in  delirering  his  opinions  io  relation  to  it. 
He  regretted  that  the  inresligation  which  he  had 
been  enaUed  to  giro  this  case  did  not  iustity  him 
in  proceeding  to  pas  judgment  on  the  aconted 
(John  Anderson)  for  the  olbiuiTe  and  highly  in- 
oceoroQs  letter  which  he  had  addreseed  to  an  boit- 
onble  member  of  this  body.  Sir,  eaid  Mr.  P.,W> 
geatienwt  can  feci  with  more  sensibility  than 
myeelf  the  neCuiona  and  insulting  <^t  which 
was  made  hy  this  man  to  the  honorable  member 
from  North  Caroliaa,  (Mr.  Williamb,)  and, 
tbroDgh  him,  the  indignity  oSWed  to  thiir  House, 


rantablB  eondacl  deserrea  the  sererest  panish' 
ment  which  the  laws  of  the  connlry  would  sane- 
tion,  and  the  reptobxtion  which  It  would  donbt- 
lesa  reeeire  of  every  giwd  man  in  society.  Bat, 
said  Mr.  P.,  I  am  called  on,  in  the  character  of  a 
jndge,  to  determine  the  nature  of  ibii  offence,  to 
Kf^j  the  law  which  gorem*  it.  and  to  csiimRte 
tbe  degree  of  punishment  wbicti  its  magnitude 
demands.  Id  the  discharge  of  these  high  and 
lespODiible  datiea,  it  Is  Incumbent  on  me  to  ex- 
uiiBe,  with  care  and  attention,  the  powers  which 
I  am  to  exercise,  and  (he  eoarces  frem  which  my 
BUthority  is  derived.  If  I  am-  satisfied  on  these 
points,  Ishall  feel  josiified  in  taking  cognizance 
of  tbecase.  and,  by  ap^ying  tbe  Jaw  to  the 
denee,  render  such  a  decision  as  shall  ~~ 


the  Constitniional  privileges  of  the  boaonble 
body  to  which  I  belong,  wiihoDt  in  any  manner 
vioiating  the  Mcied  rights  secured  to  the  mean- 
est citizen,  and  of  which  be  cannot  be  deprived, 
so  long  u  onr  political  iniiiiutiona  shall  remain 
aired.  Bnt,  ait,  while  I  am  diifMied  to 
with  becoming  zeal  our  own  privil«gn, 


unimMtii 
guard  w 


give  a  liberal  cmstrnction  to  the  Oonsti- 
tuiioD,  in  relalion  to  the  power  which  we  may 
sess  to  suppress  every  attempt  to  disturb  our 

,  Islaiive  proceedings,  I  am  bound  to  respect  the 
rigbts  of  tbe  people,  and  to  protect  them  also  from 
oppression,  in  the  exereise  on  onr  part  of  arbitra- 
ry, undefined  diaerelioa.  I  ndmii  the  principle 
^nieh  has  been  cooiended  for  by  lome  gentlemeb, 

I  tbe  course  of  tbe  debate,  that  every  iribanU, 
whether  it  be  legislative  or  judicial,  posaeaaes 
inberenily  and  of  neeessiiy  the  power  to  protect 
itself  from  interruption  in  the  diachargeof  tbe  du- 
ties assigned  to  it  oy  tbe  ConBtitniion.  Wilfaoat 
this  Bniborily,lbere  would  be  an  end  of  legislatiob, 
and  courts  of  justice  would  become  contemptible 
and  ridiculous.  If  one  or  more  individuals,  within 
the  wnlla  of  tbe  House,  while  we  are  in  session, 
deliberating  on  the  important  subjects  which  are 
submitted  to  us,  as  one  branch  of  the  Nationd 
Legislature,  should,  by  unusual  and  unnecessary 
noises,  or  bv  insulting  expressionsdr  conduc  t,inter- 
ropttheettlm,dignined,Bnd  deliberate  proceedings 
of  this  body,  I  should  consider  the  removal  of  such 
disorderly  persons,  and  their  suhaequeot  confine- 
ment, so  as  to  prevent  n  repetition  of  the  offeitee, 
a  right  necessarily  appertaining  to  this  and  every 
other  deliberative  aiNmblv.  bo  if  by  the  firing 
of  guns,  beating  drums,  tnrowing  stones  at  the 
windows,  or  any  other  violent  means,  we  are  dis- 
turbed while  in  the  exercise  of  our  Constiintionnl 
functitras,  the  same  principle  of  self-protection 
which  appUei  to  everv  independent  department 
of  the  Oovernment,  and  which  is  inseparable  from 
its  very  existence,  would  juntify  the  arrest  and 
conSaemeni  of  tbe  offenders.  I  will  npply  tbe 
tame  principle  to  every  act  whioh  disables  a  mem- 
ber, so  that  tie  is  rendered  incapable  of  dischnrgiiig 
his  ordinary  duties  in  the  House,  as  a  lUpresenta- 
live  of  a  portion  of  the  Ametican  people.  Taking 
these  premises  as  the  reasonable  limitation  of  the 
separate  authority  of  either  House  of  Congress 
to  punish  contempts,  permit  me  to  ask  geailemen 
who  would  extend  that  authority  to  cases  occur- 
ring in  the  recess  of  the  LegieUtur^  whether  they 
would  consider  an  unusual  noise  in  the  goUery, 
or  the  flrine  of  guns,  or  other  inmultuous  con- 
duet  around  the  onilding  in  which  we  sit,  afler 
an  adjournment,  a  conlempl  of  the  House,  and, 
on  the  succeeding  day,  proceed  to  arrest  tbe  pet- 
sons  concerned,  and  puniih  ihem  by  imprison- 
ment 1  I  cannot  believe  that  any  honorable 
gentleman  would  push  this  doctrine  to  such  ^- 
tremities ;  and,  to  my  mind,  the  conclusion  is 
irresistible,  that  no  act,  however  offensive, cr~  *" 


libemtfons  while  io  session,  or  disable  some  one 
of  its  members,  so  that  be  cannot  discharge  the 
trast  reposed  in  him  by  his  consiilnents.  Bup- 
pose,  sir,  a  challenge  should  be  delivered  to  a 
member  of  this  House,  at  his  lodgings — suppose 
it  should  even  menace  personal  chastisement — 
and,  in  the  event  of  a  refuBat  on  Ibe  part  of  the 
member  to  meet  his  antagonist,  be  should  be  pub- 
lished to  the  world  as  a  man  destitute  of  honor, 
of  integrity,  and  of  personal  counge;  wotildyon 
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feeliog*  of  a  RepreMniBtiTe  to  th*  nonfine*  of  « 
kpihMiue  jaill  Or  woald  it  not  compott  man 
with  QUI  dignilTi  vid  a  proper  napect  for  ihs  Uw« 
«f  OUT  couDlTj,  to  refei  th«  •ubject  to  the  ordi- 
nry  coarta  of  joittce,  vhoM  pioTiiice  it  is  to  try 
and  pniii*h  offenden  of  itus  desctiption  7  To 
me  it  appear*  evident  that  the  latter  altetuUTe 
would  iBTariabI]!  be  adopted.  For,  although  the 
feelikgs  of  the  member  might  be  groMlv  JDuIted, 
the  boiineM  of  the  House  would  not  tqeiebr  be 
dUinrbed  or  impeded.  Id  Goouderiog  the  doe- 
Uiae  of  coatcmpii,  it  mar  ^  uieful  to  inqaira 
What  would  amouDt  to  a  coatepipt  of  a  judge 
while  in  the  diacliarge  of  hi*  jodicial  duties.  I 
pienime  it  will  not  be  coDiendM,  that,  in  thia  par- 
ticnlac,  we  hare  a  power  paramonai  to  the  coarta 
catabliabed  under  tb^  Conatitutioo.  If  a  man  in 
«pcD  eourt  proDounoe  the  jod^  on  tha  bench  (• 
be  a  acouBiuel,  or  impute  to  bun  Hrtialil)r  in  hia 
deoiaioot,  or  uie  an;  other  ioaulting  lauguage, 
he  i«  CUiltT  of  a  contempt,  and  the  court  may 
imnedulely  proceed  to  fine  and  imprison  him, 
Agaii.if  aman  in  open  conrt  places  on  the  bench 
aubellooa  or  insullin^  letter,  offering  a  bribe,  oi 
charging  the  jndge  with  parualitr  in  his  official 
chaiacler,  or  iaterrupis  the  order  and  decorum 
ao  eageatial  to  a  correct  adminiairation  of  justice, 
be  would  be  guilty  of  a  contempt^d  liable  to 
pmlabmeot  in  a  Eummajy  way.  But  the  saioe 
sonduct  in  the  recess  of  the  court  would  not  be 
Mttsidered  a  contempt,  according  to  any  princi- 
ple or  practice  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  The 
publication  of  a  libel  on  the  chancierof  a  judge, 
i/f  ^  charge  of  partiality  in  hia  deoiaiona,  ad- 
diCHed  to litm  in  a  private  letter,  at  a  timewhen 
be  ia  not  ip  the  diacharge  of  hia  judicial  duties, 
tie  oS>Dcea  punishable  only  by  indictment,  in 
du  same  ta*aner  aa  if  the  libeOous  mauer  had 
been  wtiltea  or  published  of  a  priTstt  person.  1 
apply  the  same  rule  to  the  RepreseniaUrea  of  the 
people,  and  would  adopt  the  same  remedies,  under 
aimuar  eircamatances.  What  then,Mr.  Speaker, 
is  the  fscl  on  which  we  are  to  adjudge  John  An- 
derson guilty  of  a  contempt  of  this  House  1  It 
is  single,  and  admits  of  no  ambiguity.  This  man, 
during  an  adjournment  of  the  House,  and  at  the 

Kivale  loom  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
onh  Carolina,  handed  to  him  a  letter  highly 
criminal  and  insulting,  containing  an  offer  of  a 
bribe  for  servieea  to  be  performea  in  bis  legiala- 
tive  capacity.  I  ask,  sir,  if  this  act  inierfeies  with 
or  disturbi  our  deliberations  on  this  floor  7  Cer> 
tainly  not.  It  was  a  vain,  foolish,  and  wicked 
effort  to  mislead  the  judgment  of  an  honorable 
gentleman,  by  pecuniary]  lempiatioDs  and  re- 
wards. It  was  spumed  with  iadignaiioD,  and  the 
purity  of  ibia  bod)[  remains  uncontaminated. 

The  Clime  which  this  man  has  committed 
ought  not  to  pass  unpunished;  but  to  me  it  does 
not  appear  to  fall  within  the  definition  of  a  con- 
tempt, and,  therefore,  cannot  form  an  exception 
to  any  other  crime  of  which  the  courts  of  justice 
alone  have  jurisdiction.  But  it  is  said  that  the 
^ttet  which  constitutes  the  basis  of  these  pro- 


eacdioga  is  a  biaMh  of  priTilM*;  a»d  rafi 
haa  been  had  to  patliamenUrr  law  in  suppert  of 
thia  opinion.  3ii,  I  beg  gentunea  10  raaect  for 
a  moment,  before  they  reeo^nioe  all  the  abnit^- 
tiea  which  are  to  be  found  in  ynetdtata  drswa 
fron  the  British  House  tf  Comnaat.  Besides 
the  oatalogoe  of  examptions  ■«  enuihaikaUy  ex- 
posed by  i&e  koBorable  gestleataB  troatVkginia, 
(Mr.  BaaBoim,)  maiy  otiien,  etguaUy  repaguu 
to  the  priaeiples  of  a  free  oonttitBtioa,  are  to  ^ 
feund  in  the  records  of  the  House  of  Caminons; 
ezteading,  under  the  rague,  undefined,  aiul  oft- 
limited  doeirine  of  privilege,  piolectioOi  fKM 
arrests  in  civil  cases,  to  the  wife,  tiie  servant!, 
and  other  domestioa  at  a  member.  Tbeir  gocdi 
cannot  be  seized  in  exeeiUion,  and  eren  on  a 
jndgnaenl  rendered  before  the  commenoeaieni  tf 
the  privile^  Nor  aae  they  bound  to  obey  a  sum- 
mons 10  give  evidwtee  in  a  court  of  justice.  1 
British  subject  wai,  in  a  ease  which  I  find  r» 
ported,  imprisoned  five  days  for  alrikiaff  the  ser- 
vant ofa  member  of  Parliament.  AregentleHien 
prepared  to  adopt  iheoe  eielniive  pnvUcgcB,  Mid 
apply  ihem  as  tney  may  find  it  necessary  to  the 
representatives  of  a  free  people?  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  any  honerable  member  within  these 
walls  would  desire  to  stand  in  a  circle  of  exemp- 
tions and  immunities  so  aUiorreat  to  ever/  pri»- 
oiple  or  free  governmeDt.  What,  sir!  will  it  ht 
contended  that  not  onlv  the  person,  the  fedi^i, 
and  the  purity,  if  you  please,  of  a  Repmenlative, 
shall  be  neld  sacred,  but  that  his  serraat  also  ii 
entitled  to  mere  than  ordinary  respect  from  the 
multitoda?  and  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  this 
House  will  inflict,  at  its  own  discretion,  ■nitaUe 
poniihiaent  on  him  who  dares  to  infringe  ihe 
rights  of  thia  privileged  class  I  The  isarter,  ser- 
vants, and  retinue,  all  come  within  the  wide 
scope  of  (he  broad  jurisdiction  exercised  by  the 
Bri4iah  House  of  Commons  in  cases  of  this  aa- 
tute.  But  we  are  told  that  reason  sad  commoa 
eenae  are  10  govern  out  decisional  and  not  the 
law  of  Parliament,  m  «:le»ai>.  t  ahould  be  ihaak- 
ful  to  any  gentleman  who  would  designate,  with 
precision,  the  point  at  which  we  are  to  stop  in 
reference  to  British  preceduts  i  if  we  admil  their 
op^iication  in  one  case^  why  deny  it  in  aDothctI 
There  the  law  of  privilege  ia  nnd^ed,  and  sd^ 
weare  informed,  it  is  here,  and  so  it  mnat  remain, 
because,  say  ita  advocates,  it  wanld  be  impossible 
to  enumerate  all  the  eases  which  might  require 
tlie  interposition  of  this  Houbk  in  the  piolcetioii 
of  its  members.  If,  then,  the  (aw  ia  both  conn- 
trie*  ia  unbounded  in  Us  extent  and  applieatioa, 
the  practice  must  eorrespond  in  all  iu  ramifiea- 
tions,  or  be  altogethv  diaregarded.  We  moat 
build  up  a  system  of  our  own,  founded  on  reasoB 
and  common  sense.  Sir,  these  fovorite  cxpres- 
aiona  may  mean  one  thing  today  and  another  m- 
morrow;  they  mean  anything  to  suit  the  necessity 
of  the  case  to  which  they  are  applied.  I  den)r,iB 
their  whole  extent,  (he  validity  of  parliameatary 

Erecedents;  1  discard  them  from  my  mind  in  de- 
berating  on  the  question  now  before  the  House; 
I  take  as  the  rule  of  my  conduct  the  Coiutitulien 
and  laws  of  my  own  country,  and  the  constnie- 
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tions  glvta  to  them  sibm  tk«  e«>blu)iin«nt  of 
this  OovetBDiMt.  Harmg  endMTWed  t*  tbow. 
I  trust  ntuftetorilr,  thkt  the  Mt  of  wthia;  ind 
delivering  ft  libelMva  or  iuoltins  letter  to  a 
judg«  in  Ike  HeeH  of  «  cootl  er  to  a  eaember  of 
either  Hoaae  oJF  Coognn,  when  aot  in  Benion, 
coald  Bot  be  deemed  a  eoDtetnpt,  or  a  breach  of 
privilege,  I  thall  pteoeed  to  iaTettigata  tbe  aa- 
tboritr  of  this  Home  to  anaisn,  try,  and  paniah, 
an  indiridaal  for  a  erime  wnieh  eannoi  be  dis- 
liBgoiKhedfrom  lhey«Mr«t  elus  of  tbe  indietable 
offeneea  eogoimble  n  the  ordinarf  eonrts  of  ju- 
dieatnre.  Wnm  wbeaee,  tir,  do  ve  derive  the 
power  to  proceed  in  tke««M  uader  coBBideration  1 
Are  we  to  took  fer  it  in  the  code  of  common  law, 
whieh  ha*  been  ealled  br  an  honorable  gentle- 
taas  from  VitfiDia  (Mr.  Mbboeb)  the  bulwark 
of  oar  libertiee ;  or  is  it  to  be  foBod  in  the  >tatuiei 
passed  bf  C^vreu  i  or  in  some  provision  of  the 
ConstiivtioBi  either  etpresa  or  implied  f  With 
resard  lo  the  common  law,  on  the  eieeUeoee  of 
wEich  that  honorable  genilemaD  has  Boeloqaentlj 
dese«nted,  I  totally  deny  its  existence  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  a  oatioD.  The  sa^es  and  patriots 
who  laid  the  foundation  of  tbia  Oovemment, 
have  careftiUy  avoided  its  adoptioii ;  and  the 
eoDrts  bare  never  asanmed  jarisaiciioa,  more  es- 
pecially in  criminal  eases,  which  is  not  expressly 
given  in  Ike  Coaaiiratioa  or  the  lews  made  in 
porsnaoee  thereof. 


On  this  safaieet  I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned,  for 
referring  M  (he  0[»Bon  of  a  ja^Ke,  than  whom 
none  moreeidightened  hunt  on  ine  bench  of  ibe 


Supreme  Coort  of  Ihe  Union ;  (I  allade 
late  Judce  Chase.)  Mr.  P.  then  slated  the  anb- 
siasce  of  the  ease  as  follows:  Robert  Warrall  was 
indicted  at  eommon  law,  Id  the  district  coon  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  having  written  a  letter  to 
Tench  Coxe,  Commissioner  of  the  Reveoae, 
making  proposition  for  a  contract  for  the  build- 
ing of  a  licbt>4onse,  and  offering  lo  Mr.  Coxe 
seven  hundred  pounds,  if  be  accepted  Ihe  terms 
proposed.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty, 
and  a  motion  was  made  In  errest  of  indgmeni. 
On  this  motioB  Judge  Chase  delivered  an  opin- 
ian,  from  wbieh  I  will  proceed  to  read  one  or 
two  seBtettoes,  as  Bpplyfiig  to  the  point  in  diaeus- 
sion.  "  This  Is  an  cnfcnce  bighlf  injorrious  lo 
'  moratsi  and  deserving  the  sererest  paoisbmeat ; 
'  boi,  as  it  is  an  imdietment  at  common  taw,  I 
'dismia*  at  once  everything  which  haR  been 
'  said  abooi  the  Conslilution  and  lavs  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  filaies.  In  this  country  every  man  suitains 
'a  two4>M  political  capacity ;  one  in  relation 
'  to  the  State, and  another  in  relatioB  to  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States.  In  rela^n  to  the  State,  he  ia  aub- 
'  ject  to  various  mnnieipal  regulations,  fonnded 

*  upon  the  State  constitntien  and  policy,  wbieh 

*  do  not  affect  him  in  his  rriation  to  the  United 
'  Suies.  For  the  GonslilixiDn  of  the  Union  is 
'  the  aooreeof  all  the  jurisdiction  of  the  National 
'  Oovernment ;  so  that  the  Departments  of  the 
'  Government  ean  never  nsiime  any  power  tliat 
'  is  not  expressly  granted  by  that  iostmmeBt,  nor 
'  exercise  a  power  ia  any  other  manner  than  is 
'  there  pieecribed."    The  strict  analogy  between 


ibat  eaas  and  the  one  now  nnder  conslderatioB, 
nnsi  be  obviom  to  ever^  gentleman;  and  the 
ptinei^e  of  the  deeinon  is  to  my  mlad  conclu- 
sive and  unanswemble.  It  has,  cm  several  ooeti- 
aione,  reoeived  tfae  sanClim  of  the  Snpreme 
Court,  and  may  now  be  considered  >■  a  settled 
law.  I  inline  the  geatleman  from  Virginia, 
would  find  it  a  difficnlt  task  to  tell  us  whet  that 


eommon  law  Isj  on  which  be  bas  prosotiBced  bis 
eloquent  outoginm.  Is  it  sir,  the  comuroa  law 
of  New  Hampshire,  of  Hassaehusetta,  of  New 
Terfe,  of  Virginia,  of  Keotneky ;  or  is  it  tiiat  in- 
OH^aaDs  system  of  common  law  of  Enriand, 
whieh  is  fnngbt  with  so  manyabanrdities?  Tbc 
iMst  valuable  priooiplee  of  which  are  drawn  from 
the  eivil  law,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
right  of  trial  by  jary.  Witlthe  gentleman  have 
the  goodness  to  put  bis  finger  on  the  code  he  so 
highly  recommends  f  [  presume  the  attempt  to 
do  so  would  lead  him  into  perplexities,  from 
which  be  would  be  glad  to  escape  by  yielding 
tbe  pOTsnit.  Tbe  United  States  ean  have  no 
eommon  law  as  a  nation  j  and  this  arises  from 
tbe  llmituioas  within  which  ibe  National  Oov- 
emment is  confined  by  tbe  written  consiitmion 
which  put  it  into  existence.  If  then  we  cannot 
resort  to  ihM  widely  diffused  and  fmitfnl  source 
of  power,  to  justify  tbe  proceeding  against  the 
accused  in  this  casfr—and  for  one  I  proteat  against 
ilie  eatablishmenl  of  a  precedent,  so  dangarons 
In  its  tendency.  Bad  so  uncHlain  in  its  extent 
and  application— let  ni  eiamine  the  stainies  of 
our  own  country,  and  aeaertaiQ  whether  tfaey 
Bontain  aoy  provision  whieh  coDfera  the  right 
elumed  by  Ihe  advocates  of  Ibis  measure. 

The  simple  deelaratioB,  thai  tfae  statute  can  be 
found  which,  in  tbe  remotest  degree,  gives  juris* 
diction  to  either  branch  of  the  National  Leglsta- 
inre  over  any  erimo,  whatever  may  be  its  digni- 
ty, (the  oast  of  impcaehmeni  excepted,)  is  snffi- 
Bient  to  pot  Ihi*  part  of  tbe  subject  at  rest.  No, 
•ir ;  onr  laws  hare  not  been  viotBied  j  nor  is  there 
any  clftwe  ia  the  Conslitulion  which  either  ex- 
pressty,  or  by  fair  implication,  contains  the  grsDt 
of  pmrer  which  lbs  Honse  ia  oalled  npon  to  as- 
sume. What  are  the  privileges  secureil  to  us  in 
that  inslronent  7 

"  Atticls  S,  section  6.  Iliey  (Senators  and  flspre- 
ssntatiTet)  diaU,  in  sfl  cases  except  treason,  felony, 
snd  bteaefa  of  ths  pesos,  be  prinleged  from  aneat, 
during  their  attBadsnce  at  die  session  of  their  rsspect- 
tra  Hmnss,  end  m  gring  lo  snd  retoming  Irom  the 
same ;  and,  t>r  any  spsecfc  or  debsle  in  aOttt  Bonsa, 
th^  AaU  not  be  qusMisMd  in  any  otliar  plaoe." 

Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  overleap  the  bar- 
riers of  tbc  Constltntion,  and  take  abelcer  under 
the  practice  of  tbe  British  House  of  Commons? 
To  adopt  tfae  law  of  privilege  and  prerogative,  so 
hateful  to  Ibe  principles  and  feelings  of  a  free 
people  1  To  what  pnrpoie  are  the  powers  of 
CoBgress  limited,  by  a  solema  written  charter,  if 
(hose  ibUB  inlenaed  to  be  restrataed  can  at  plea- 
sure transcend  tbe  limits  prescribed  ?  Sir,  I  fear 
the  precedent  wbieh  we  are  about  to  establish  in 
this  case,  under  the  infloence  of  excited  sensibil- 
;  ity,  wiU,  in  my  humble  conception,  prostrate  the 
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reiy  sAlnlatjr  guards  plued  bj  tb«  wudom  of  our 
fathers  BroaDtflhe  lemi^e  of  libert)'-  The  mom 
of  John  ADdenoD,  bmnblcd  and  degnded  as  he 
haa  reodered  himself  by  hisoWD  oiimiutl  eoaduci, 
is  the  cause  of  my  coDtiitueQits  and  of  ever;  man 
in  the  Dition.  The  encroaehmeiiU  of  power  neTcr 
yield ;  ihey  mutt  be  reeiiled  in  ibeit  iaeetttioD, 
or,  hy  ilow  decrees,  ibey  steal  npoa  the  rignit  of 
the  citizeo,  until  reiitiance  will  be  vain  and  nu> 
gaiocy.  No.  man  io  (bis  cob d try  can  be  onn- 
ished,  who  has  not  infringed  Mine  known  Uw, 
jeco^Dised  and  promolgaKd  prior  to  Itie  oBenee ; 
nor  in  aoy  other  manaer  than  aecording to rornii 
pointed  out  in  the  Coostilutioii, or  the  uwsmade 
in  pntsuince  thereof.  A  depatinie  from  tltis 
rule  leads  direcilv  to  (he  very  aoor  of  despotisBb 
The  will  of  the  desiwt  decides  both  the  law  and 
the  measure  of  punisbmeDt,  guided  only  by  his 
own  discietion,  and  what  inay  appear  Io  be  the 
necewiiy  of  the  case.  But  I  trust,  sir,  we  vet  feel 
lespeci  enough  for  personal  liberty  to  acknowl- 
edge the  soptemacy  of  (he  laws,  and  when  they 
have  not  been  violated,  we  are  bound  to  acquit. 
An  act,  innocent  at  (he  time  it  is  conmitied,  can 
never  be  made  ciinunal  by  sabHqaent  le^ialation. 
As  well  might  yoa  print  the  stacates  in  Qreek, 
and  hang  them  up  so  bigh  that  they  cannot  be 
read,  as  to  punish  an  iMividual  who  haa  been 
^Ity  of  no  crime  which  contravenes  the  eiiat- 
iDg  penal  laws  of  the  eoantry.  Yes.  sir,  I  should 
consider  my  rights  at  well  teeurea  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other,  and  I  woald  sot  give  one 
cent  to  choose  beiwcem  them.  .  Bat,  (o  luatain 
the  power  of  (he  House  on  this  occasion,  we  ate 
referred  to  (he  coiamon  law,  to  parlitOKBtary 
law,  and  to  the  practice  of  Congress  an  similar 
occasions.  Having  disposed  of  the  two  first  of 
these  auxiliaries,  as  altogether  inapplicable  to 
juid  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of,  a  free 
Government,  I  beg  the  indu^pnce  of  the  House, 
while  I  letrospeoi  on  (be  preeedenta  which  hare 
arisen  since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
(aiioD.  ThecaseoflUDdall  and  Whitney  is  the 
only  instance  where  a  power  ai»logoos  to  that 
itow  claimed,  has  been  exercised  by  vu)  Hense  of 
Represeuativcs.  That  case  was  decided  under 
very  great  ucilement,  and  some  of  the  most  en- 
lightened statesmen,  then  ia  Congress,  yoted 
against  the  measure.  Since  thai  period  there  is 
not,  within  my  knowledge,  a  sjogle  case  which 
lecogniseG  the  authority  of  the  House  to  punish 


._  ._ichdo  notinterfere  with,  or  disturb,  its 

deliberationi.  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Va.,  was  iosnlied, 
and  even  aswulted,  in  the  theatre,  at  Philade^hia, 
foraspeechwbichhehaddeliveredonapropositioa 
to  reduce  the  Militaiy  £s(ablishmeo(  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  The  outrage  havioy  been  committed 
by  a  marine  officer,  holding  bis  commission  at 
lue  will  of  the  President,  and  beiog  a  direct  vio- 
lation of  one  of  the  Constitutional  privileges  of  a 
member  of  either  House  of  Con|j;ress,  Ui.  Ran- 
dolph made  a  written  communication  to  Mr. 
Adams,  then  President  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  subject.  The  circumstance  came  before  the 
House  of  Representatives,  through  an  Executive 
Message;  and,  yet,  they  declined  inflicting  any 


punishment  ou  the  oflendei.  In  thi#  oace,  the 
privilege  violated. was  among  ihoae  enumented  ' 
in  the  Cooslitulion,  and  the  attention  o[  the 
House  had  beeu  invited  to  it  by  the  Chief  Uana- , 
(rate,  as  a  fit  subject  for  their  aniaudrersiM. 
Notwithstanding  these  faoU,  the  House,  mfut , 
much  discussion,  did  not  even  npuuMd  the 
pe(son  charged  with  this  infraction  of  Ihur  priv- 
ileges. 

The  newspapers,  in  every  part  of  the  Union, 
bestow  upon  the  two  Houses  of  Congrcn,  col- 1 
leedvely  and  individuaUy,  the  most  nolimitel 
abuse,  menacing  them  wiib  public  indignation, 
for  votes,  either  given,  or  to  be  given,  on  qn»  ' 
tioBs  of  great  national  importance ;  and  y«l,  sir, 
we  do  not  send  (he  Sergcant-at-Arnu  Io  amsi  ' 
and  biing  the  editors  ^fore  us  to  anever  for  tbew 
attempts  to  corrupt  the  fountain  of  J^gisUtioii.  - 
And  is  it  not  equally  culpable  U>  induce  «  men- 
ber  to  vote  contrtiry  (o  his  own  judgmeut  bi 
(hreais,  as  i(  would  m  to  produce  the  same  resiu 
by  promises  of  reward  aiul  favor  1  The  efiect  oa 
public  jnstice  and  morality  is  the  tame  in  eiihcr 
case,  and  it  is  against  the  evil  coosequeocea  of 
such  attempts  wlich  we  are  to  guard.  While 
on  this  subject,  permit  me,  sir,  to  mention  a  cast 
which  must  be  within  the  recollection  of  many 
gentlemen  on  this  floor.  During  the  diacaesien 
which  took  place  in  the  Senate  ou  ttie  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  (he  editor  of  a  newspaper  in  Baltimore 
whosenameIdonoldistioc(lyTeiaember,ehar;g«d 
an  honorable  member  of  that  body,  now  a  citizen 
of  Eentucky^witb  having  received  extraudinaty 
aecommodauous  at  that  bank,  as  a  consideration 
for  the  vote  which  be  had  pleaged  himself  lo  give 
in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  the  charier.  A  gentle- 
man from  Qeotgia,  then  a  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  now  ai  the  head  of  the  Treaanry  Depart 
meot,  animadverted,  with  great  force,  on  the 
unwarrantable  conduct  of  the  editor,  who  was. 
he  said,  at  tbat-time,iB  the  gallery  of  the  Seuatei 
where  ne  could  not  be  wilbout  the  invitation  of 
a  Senator.  It  is  impossible  to  ctHiceiveof  a  more 
outrageous  attack  on  the  feeling*  and  iauytiiy  of 
a  member  of  any  legislaUre  body  than  ihe  oat 
to  which  I  have  referred.  And,  allkoagb  tbe 
individual  who  made  ii  was  at  that  time  wiihia 
the  walls  of  the  House,  (be  Senate,  who  were 
assuredly  not  ignorant  of  its  powers  nor  inseosi- 
ble  lo  tbe  insiut  offered  (o  oue  of  tU  oaembeis, 
took  no  step  whatever  with  a  view  to  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  editor  ;  but,  to  shew  their  indig- 
QBiion  at  a  calumny  so  base  and  unfounded,  iher 
seized  thefirst  opportunity  which  presented  itsdf, 
of  electing  the  hanarable  member  who  bad  been 
thus  calumniated  to  the  Chair  of  the  Senate.  I 
would  ask  if  it  be  not  even  more  criminal  (o 
charge  a  Representative  or  Senator  with  having 
received  a  bribe  for  an  important  vote,  than  to 
offer  a  reward  for  extra  services,  in  relation  to  the 
claims  of  private  individuals  1  I  do  not  pretend 
to  justify  (he  one,  nor  would  I  extenuate  the 
o(her ;  but,  if  the  purity  of  this  body  is  to  be  pre- 
served by  Its  powers  to  punish  every  a((empt  on 
tbe  Integrity  of  its  members,  it  ought  (o  be  ei* 
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MQd«d  from  LoainaB*  to  MUMflhinena,  and  lo 
vile  priniai  who-Bbonld  dare  to  attribute  tn  im< 
proper  moliTe,  ov  hold  out  iadvoemeiiti,  to  a 
nember  of  thU  Hobh,  which  migbt  in  asf  taao- 
ner  eoatxol  hi*  jndgraeot,  Ehoalil  go  nnpanifhed, 
BO  loDg  as  we  an  aflbrd  a  Se^;eant-ai-Aniia  to 
arrest  sad  btiog  bim  to  the  bar  of  the  Houe. 

Finding  a  TBricif  of  eoaflietiDg  precedeati,  in 
lelmlion  to  the  praetice  of  CoogrMi,  in  ttni  par- 
ticolar,  I  thUI  not  feel  mfself  bound  to  reipeet 
them  on  uthn  ude,  bat  ehall  coniider  this  ai  m 
case  of  tbe  flrtt  imvriRiiOB.  I  will  not  oonnni 
lo  be  goveraad  by  oh  taw*  and  unges  of  Oreat 
Briiaia  or  of  any  other  coontry,  on  a  qoettlon 
tonchiDf  thelibnty  of  ihe^eitizen.    I  look  into 


conntry  for  a  definition  of  my  rigiiu,  and  thoae  of 
the  commnniiy  at  Icrn.  If  the  aconsed  in  thb 
instance  has  been  guilty  of  a  crime,  and  that  he 
has  I  cannot  donbt,  he  ia  antilled  to  a  Air  and  im- 
pnnial  Jrial  by  jnijr.  By  a  reference  to  the  sixth 
article  of  the  amendmenl*  lo  the  Conititation  of 
the  Uuied  Btntee,  we  find  "  that  in  alt  orimloal 
'  pfoaecntioBs,  the  aeenied  shall  enjoy  the  Tig;ht 
'  to  a  epcedy  and  pnblic  (rial,  by  an  impartial 
'  jorr  of  the  Bttie  and  district  wherein  the  crime 
'  shaU  hare  been  contmitied,  which  district  shall 


'  eosation ;  to  be  confronted  with  the  wilnesMi 
'  against  hfm  ;  and  to  bare  coopnlsory  process 
'  for  obtntning  wiiiie»estn  hit  favor,  and  to  haT* 
'  the  atsittance  of  counsel  for  his  defenee."  Are 
we  about  lo  deprive  this  nnfortDoate  man  of  ibtso 
sacred  riijtitsi  to  immolate  them  on  the  altar  of 
Conffreasioaal  prMleget,  and  thereby  establish 
a  precedent  wUeb  may  drag  to  the  bar  of  lotne 
fotnte  Coagrem  the  most  rcspeetable  citizen  in 
the  Union,  wht  may  become  ofleniive  lo  one  al 
itsmembenl  Islherenootheir^ht*  Kt»nntied 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  which  inter- 
dict to  thn  House  the  nowa  to  proceed  in  this 
case ?  "No  peisoa  shall  be  held  to  aoiwer  fhr  a 
'  capital  or  otherwise  infamoos  crime,  nnless  on 
'  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  mnd  jory. 
'  exoept  in  eases  arising  In  the  land  or  naval 
'  forces,  or  ia  the  militia  when  in  actual  service, 
'  in  time  of  war  or  pnblic  danger ;  nor  shall  any 
'  person  be  sabject  for  the  same  ofienoe  to  be 
'  twiee  put  in  jeo{pardy  of  life  or  limb,  nor  shall 
'  he  be  compcUed  m  any  eiiminal  case  to  be  wit- 
'  nesB  against  himself."  Is  there  any  indictment, 
or  any  presentment  of  a  grand  jary  against  the 
accvsed  in  this  case  7  most  certainly  not.  Will 
he  not,  if  tried  and  punished  by  thi*  Hotwe,  be 
liable  to  an  indictment  or  presentment  of  the 
grand  jury  of  this  District,  and  if  found  guilty 
to  the  Uhe  punishment,  as  if  these  extra  jMieial 
proceedings  had  not  been  taken  ?  I  imagine  it 
will  not  be  pretcitded  that  he  could  plead  hia  con- 
viction here,  in  bar  of  any  avbseqneni  proseeotioib 
You  exhibit  to  die  world  the  solemn  mockery  of 
a  judicial  tribunal,  possessing  criminil  jurisdic- 
tion, consisting  of  one  hmidred  and  seventy  mem- 
bsn.  You  bring  to  the  tnr  of  the  House  this 
poor  man,  John  Andeiaon,  who  b«  ofiended 


kMlnst  what  you  are  pleased  tu  eall  yoQt  priv- 
iieggs.  He  la  compelled  to  answer  sneh  ques- 
tions as  the  Speaker  may  ask  Mm  j  "  to  be  witness 
■ckinst  himself."  He  ■■  deprived  of  the  right 
of  trial  by  jury,  and  may  be  prosecuted  and 
punished  a  second  time  for  the  same  offence. 
Atid,  in  addition  lo  all  this,  when  yon  ere  asked 
to  designate  the  law  which  the  accused  baa  vio- 
lated,  yoB  refer  him  to  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land ;  10  the  law  of  Parliament,  onder  the  head 
"or  your  power,  to  reaaoa 
Sir,  I  have  often  heard,  in 
courts  of  justice,  the  doctrine  sdvaoced,  that  i^ 
norance  of  the  law  ia  no  excnae  for  him  who  oT- 
fends  against  its  provisions ;  and  the  mszim  is  a 
aalotary  one,  for  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to 
know  the  laws  of  bis  country ;  but  we,  in  our 
wisdom,  go  ooe  step  farther,  and  require  a  man 
to  answer  for  the  violitioo  of  a  Uw  deposited  in 
the  bosoms  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  jndgea, 
and  to  reeeivestteh  punishment  as  may  bethought 
necessary  to  preserve  the  dignity  and  Indepen- 
dcnee  of  those  by  whom  (be  sentence  is  pronoun- 
ced. But  we  hare  been  lold  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tuoua,)  tfabt 
we  possess  all  the  powers  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  effect  those  ezpretoly  delegated 
in  the  Conaiitntion,  and  that  it  is  a  power  adhe- 
rent in  every  leglrialire  body  to  punish  a  breabh 
of  privilq^e.  On  the  subject  of  privilege  I  hare 
already  delivered  my  seotiraents;  I  cannot  pass 
tbe  limits  of  tbe  Crastttution.  '  As  to  incidental 
or  inherent  powers,  they  seem  to  me  to  be  only 
toeh  as  are  necessarily  attached  to  some  inde- 
pendent substantive  powers  of  legislation,  enu- 
merated in  the  Constitution.  Thus  the  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  ia  incidental  to 
the  power  oforiginating  impeacoment.  And  the 
—  1  prineiple  will  apply  as  to  all  tbe  snbordi- 
regnlations  essential  to  earry  into  operatios 
ererj^  specified  grant  of  power.  But  a  new  snb- 
slanlive  power  of  legislaiioo,  not  specified  In  the 
Constiiniion,  cannot  be  exercised  u  an  aaxiliary 
to  one  which  is  apeeffied— for  example,  the  power 
to  declare  the  punishment  of  Ireasoa  would  not 
anthorixe  the  establishment  of  a  Supreme  Oonrt, 
and  snch  inferior  courts  as  the  siluation'of  the 
country  might  require ;  and  y^et  it  must  be  admit- 
ted that,  lo  prescribe  the  punishment  of  treason, 
without  these  courts,  to  carry  tbe  system  into  op- 
eration, wonid  be  altogether  ineffectual.  Bat  to 
establish  judicial  tribunals,  is  not  a  power  sub- 
ordinate to,  but  must  necessarily  be  independent 
of,  any  other  grant  of  power,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  considered  as  inciaental  to  any  other 
branch  of  legislation,  however  ihey  might  be 
connected  in  their  practical  operation.  I  object 
also  to  the  exercise  of  imptiea  powers  in  a  case 
of  a  criminal  nature.  In  aoeh  a  case  the  power 
ought  to  be  particularly  conferred,  so  as  to  hare 
no  doubt  as  to  its  validity  and  extent.  But,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  article  of  (he  Conatitntion  which 
gives  to  Congresa  power  lo  "  make  all  laws 
'which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 
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'  the  GoTannnciit  of  the  nnited  SUIm,  «  in  kkj 
'  ^putmeat  Of  office  iheieof,"  refrri  in  expraai 
Mio»  to  IcgidKlion  :  "  To  neke  all  Itwi  whioh 
^1  be  Beceesary  and  proper."  It  prea  no  ia- 
heieirt  power  lo  nther  branch  of  the  National 
Gou■nlIleD^  bat  enables  the  Leg Ulatwe  to  make 
aoeh  laws  as  nay  be  reoaioiu  to  gire  effect  to 
thfljMiwen  delegated.  In  the  preecdiag  danie 
Coacreetu  TulM'wiib  anple  anthoritjr  to  cti- 
eiciie  excloeive  legialation  in  all  eaiei  whatenr 
in  tbit  District,  not  exoeediag  (en  lailet  iqnare. 
;^re  we  then,  *ir,  fulfilled  the  truflt  repoaed  in 
^  by  making  the  Dceesaary  laws  to  preieet  the 
numbers  of  thia  bod^  from  iontlt,  bribery.  a»d 
eorruptioD  witbin  this  Dittriet,  orec  wbieb  we 
poueu  such  unlimited  power?  Sir,  we  btve 
BDi ;  and  this  ii  the  more  to  be  Umeated,  beemee 
the  practice  of  the  two  Hoosee,  with  miMcl  to 
priTilqee  and  contempt*,  ongbl  lo  be  ttaifbrm ; 
It  ought  10  beregolaiedoy  law,  ihaineilhet  ibonld, 
«B  any  oeouioB,  under  the  inddea  impatee  of 
feeling,  exercise  an  arbitrary  diseretioa,  iaeonaia- 
(ent  w>ih  the  right,  the  leenrity,  and  pniperty  of 
thecitizen.  ThcnatnreofthapiwishmeDtoaghc 
W  be  defined ;  for,  although  we  eUkn  the  right 
to  imprison,  it  is  not  pretended  that  we  can  inniel 
a  fine,  which  is  uaqneitJoDaUy  a  lower  gnde  of 
paoiihatenl,  and  is  often  ioflioted  in  ctua  wheie 
uBprisooment  is  forbidden.  But  it  has  been  ia- 
tinaled  by  some  gentlemen  who  have  partieipa- 
lad  in  this  debate,  that  the  clauses  of  the  Coosti- 
intion  lo  which  I  hare  referred  do  not  gtTe  to 
Coogiesf  [he  power  to  legislate  on  the  ealyeeia  of 
biibay  and  cortoptioa  and  the  privilegee  of  iti 
members.  Sir,  permit  me  to  relet  tboee  gentle- 
men 10  the  lemons  of  men,  celebcsted  for  tbeji 
exalted  Tiriaes  and  talents,  relatire  to  Ifce  power 


iren  to  Congres*  orer  the  (en  milee  square. 
„'heae  opinions  were  expressed  in  the  Coneen- 
ion  of  Virginia,  assembled  to  deliberate  on  this 


given 

These 

tion  of   1  JEgimii,  iHovuiuvnt  tv   uBuuvmic  uu  «m« 

CoosiiiDtion.  The  celebrated  Patrick  Henry, 
whose  memolis  were  read  with  so  much  pleaanre 
by  his  eooUrymen,  inveighed  against  this  iiiilim- 
ited  power  of  legislation,  and  deprecated  its  ood< 
aeqnences  at  some  future  period.  He  was  an- 
swered by  Mr.  Uadiaon,  the  laU  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  United  States,  and  Judge  Pendlelon,  who 
was  an  omunent  to  the  benoh  of  the  Supnne 
Court  of  Virginia,  that  "  this  dansedoes  not  gin 
'  Congress  power  to  impede  the  operation  of  aBg 
'  pact  of  the  Consiituiion,  or  to  make  any  tegn- 
'  latioo  tbai  may  a&ect  the  ioteieitof  tbacilixena 
'  of  the  Union  at  large.    But  it  givea  tbeia  power 

*  over  the  local  police  of  the  place,  so  as  lo  be  sftr 
'  Gwed  from  aay  inteitupUon  in  ttuir  proceed- 
'logs.  What  then  is  ihe  power?  It  is  that 
'XZongvess  shaU  exclusively  legislate  there,  in 
'  order  to  picaetve  the  police  i^  the  place,  and 
'  (hair  own  personal  liidepeBdeneei  that  they 

*  nav  not  be  overawed  or  Insulted." 

Tnie  is  a  fair  exposition  of  the  power,  given  by 
the  fonndeit  of  the  Constitution.  We  may  peas 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  lor  carrying  into 
efiect  onr  delegated  powers;  we  may. exercise 
exclusive  legislation  over  this  District]  to  regulate 
its  poUoe,  and  protect  ouraelves  from  being  orer- 


enneied  I  deny  the  inherent  powee  •!  this  Hooav 
to  arraign  and  MDish  a  eittzn  for  ■  sDnesed 
breach  ef  the  privilege.  Aad  wkil&  sir,  I  ehall 
ever  eherlaha  proper  leqieetlbr  tbeonitr  and 
the  legitimnte  pivilegee  of  this  booetaUe  body, 
I  hold  still  moMaacred  ibe  OonatilutioMl  tights 
of  the  dtiiaa,  and  shall  therefore  vote  la  dteteige 
John  AndersmfromthecastDdyof  theBscgeantr 
al-Arms. 

Ur.  HoLiue,  of  Hasswhusetts,  said  the  qoe*. 
tlim  had  been  yesRrday  trimii^antly  pat  by  hti 
bonomUe  friswl  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Sfem- 
oin,)  Are  we  a  jury  9  I,  said  Ur.  a.,  readily 
answer  no.  We  nre  a  legislBtive  body,  repse. 
eenting  elj|ht  miUiona  of  citizeDe— a  body  exer^ 
eisiag^  as  impoitwt  acts  of  soveie^ty  as  osn  be 
exereised,  exeqit  by  the  Sovereign  of  Heaven ; 
nod  Ibe  singta  qneetioa  is,  can  this  icyislativc 
body  protect  ana  defend  itself  from  insult  aitd 
abuse  ?  If,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  jndieiid  eouit  is  trsacvd 
eentempiDoosly,  it  seenu  agiecd  that  the  offendet 
may  be  punished,  Should  a  cetet  of  the  United 
States  be  created  by  statute,  without  the  porwer 
to  punish  contempts  being  speiually  graated,  no 
one  will  deny  that  this  power  is  incident  to  in 
ConetitotioB.  There  are  courts  in  the  United 
Slates  which  eoaaumtly  exercise  these  powox 
without  any  special  grant.  Should  a  judge  of 
one  of  these  courts,  in  going  from  the  eonit. 
house  to  his  lodgings,  be  met  and  hoisewhqiped 
fyt  something  cuailng  to  his  duty  asn  ju^  will 
it  be  coBieaded  that  thie  act  would  not  be  pan- 
ished  ae  a  eontempt  ?  Why,  then,  air,  said  Ur. 
H>,  is  this  power  incidetat  to  a  indioial  which  it 
denied  to  a  legislative  tribonall  If  protection 
and  security  be  easential  to  the  one,  they  are  pe. 
euliarlyeofor  the  oihei.  I  donot  uuHlsomueh 
ea  the  eommen  law's  giving  ttfls  right.  It  is  a 
tight  esMUtiai  and  inherit  in  every  Icgialativc 
body,  that  ii  shall  protect  ineUl  If  no  nreeedent 
existed,  if  the  Conscitaiion^ Ihe  rules  ana  thelaws 
were  eilent,  I  wonhl  ccaiend  for  this  right  of 
eeif-preeervMioD.  The  frataeia  of  the  Cmstitu- 
tioB  were  ac^nninled  with  legislative  assfmblies 
and  tbcir  rights.  The  roles  of  the  House  of 
Comnoas,  and  of  the  Colonial  and  Sute  Aseem- 
Uies,  were  familiar  to  them.  Had  ther  enter- 
tained  a  doubt  of  the  right  in  every  legislaiive 
body  to  prMect  itself  against  videaee  and  em- 
rupi'oB-  *^f  *<Hild  have  provided  for  its  secu- 
rity. We  are  invested  with  authority  to  Iqklste 
far  the  people.  To  us  is  oommitted  (he  {woiec- 
tion  of  their  lives,  liberties,  tad  imperty.  Haw 
ate  we  t«  p«farm  these  dnties  if  we  have  do 
power  to  defnd  ourselvea  against  inaalt  1 

The  geatleman  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Potn- 
DimB>«dmiu  that  we  have  the  power  to  pun- 
ish a  oontempk  We  oolv  differ,  then,  in  defi- 
uiag  the  act.  He  would  remove  an  offeanve 
person  from  the  House,  and  would  defend  the 
body  frominterrupliont  but,atthesame  tins,  he 
seems  to  contead  that  we  have  no  power  botihat 
expressed  in  the  Constitution  ;  hence  I  was  at  a 
loss  to  perceive  how  his  conelosioa  would  follow 
his  premises.    The  Coaatitntioa  gives  Mexpros) 
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power  to  pvnM  for  •mtOTift ;  Tflt  k«  ««M  pan- 
lab,  asd  Mill  iflmt  upon  ■  litenl  WbareHC*  1o 
the  CooBtiuuion.  It  ia  probabte  that  I  did  ■oi 
undcMud  bio. 

I  regTflt  that  I  did  aot  dfalinetly  heai  tha  geo- 
llMMn  Ann  Loniaiua,  (Mr.  RoiHtTaon,)  m  1 
>lmr*  o^jp"*^  *o  l*c  edifiad  bf  bi*  NmBrfci.  Hia 
M«oini  or  tlw  Bum  eoiMitaiiou  in  defiDing  ihia 
power,  I  apyrdwnd,  ia  «SKatiaU)r  ineorrMt.  Id 
■o«a  of  liw  SiBtn  tbn  powar  it  expnaaly  glm  j 
that  of  HaaaekoMlts  providai  for  tha  pgniib- 
ment  of  any  lAo  iIiwUm  hwm  lo  a  meaibar  ia 
tbeplaco  wben  tkaOeaafalCoariiaMitiii;.  In 
otiitr  Slain  tba  Mwar  ia  oxereiMd  wban  it  ia 
not  flxprtadf  dafagatad.  Tba  naeiiaa  ia  Ikt 
Colonial  AsaeaUiM  baa  aeeerdad  wtlb  tbla  ehim 
of  tba  right  of  this  Hooae.  Aad  anreljr  it  could 
norar  hare  baen  intmdad  toleavatha  HooEerf 
R^oaaeDlaiive*  of  the  United  Statea  daaMtnte  of 
a  nghL  cxeniaad  bf  tha  laaat  pettf  PToriaoial 
Aaa—bly-  ^?  I  ^  net  raaort  to  commoo  law. 
I  lahe  tba  grannd  that  the  ftaman  of  the  Conati- 
tniio*  baaw  what  wi»  meant  br  a  legidative 
body,  and  that  ihay  navar  intended  to  gire  na  the 
power*  of  legudatora,  and,  at  tha  aane  ileM,  to 
dany  ni  the  menni  of  ezereisiDf  ihoae  powm. 


MTO 

fthe 


If,  wbHe  we  ar«  peiftrmiag  our  dntiea,  any  one 
ira  nieBbarabriba,aad  waaredeetilota 

»  powera  to  preveni,  arraat  or  ptniah  the 

o&nder,  we  eihibii  to  the  world  a  moat  (inpriar 
spatiaele  of  intbccilMy. 

Bat  my  boaorable  frieod  froa  Vl^ola  (Hr. 
BAHaoDB^  takes  atrong  gromd.  He  opena  tba 
ConatitBtioii,  aod  iaaiaCa,  anicaa  tba  iBatminent 
ezpraaaJy  giraa  thi*  power,  yira  hare  it  not.  He 
takes  bia  poailioaa  «o  airaa^,  aod  Drg«a  and  de- 
fa»da  ibam  with  aoch  ability,  aa  aeens  to  iovil« 
and  defy  oppaaitiaii.  I  confeas  ibtt  it  it  with 
great  eanuon  aad  reloeianee  that  I  meet  that 
gantlanan  in  the  fleld  rfargvnwBi;  he  ia  an  op- 
ponent whom  I  ehaald  alwaya  preftr  to  aroid. 
Bat  aa  his  eovne  ia  open,  frankj  manly,  and  fair, 
1  am  bonod  lo  haxard  the  preeonptioa  to  meet 
bira.  He  atalea  that  exemptioD  thm  arrett  and 
from  aaeoanrabflity  for  worda  aptAao  in  Ibe 
Hooae,  are  the  only  privjlegea  expresriy  given  by 
the  CoDstiiQtion,  and  infers  that  all  othera  are, 
tbemfote,  exolnded.  That  ezpreaaly  to  inelnde 
one  ihinc,  impUadly  eKelvdaa  otbera,  ia  a  priaei- 
jrie  which  I  readily  atait }  bai  in  applteaiioo  to 
thie  caaa  I  an  obUged  to  dony.  Tfaeae  pririlqiea 
eataad  to  tintea  and  frineea  beyoad  the  reneb  af 


before  and  coaiinDeB  *fitt  tbc  esiatenee  of  ibis 
Hanao.  Ii  exiaU  before  and  after  the  person 
claiming  it  ia  n  manber.  There  may  be  no  Hoose 
organbMd  to  jwoteei  them  in  ibew  pririlege* ) 
apoeiol  proviaua,  therefore,  waa  aeoeaiary,  thai 
they  might  leek  relief  from  the  jadieial  tribi»- 
na)«.  To  be  ahielded  from  aceeantalnHty  for 
lingnage  uied  in  the  House  is  more  ezienrivc, 
and  contiDoea  daring  the  life  of  a  member. 

It  ia  trae  that  the  priTilegefrom  arrest  inelndn 
Ae  lime  of  tlw  anaios,  aM  more.  Tfaia,  h*w> 
ertr,  ia  a  pririlege  against  the  operation  of  a  ge»- 
erallBW.    Both  of  tbele  prMfeges  ar*  protee- 


tians  from  ante  ecbarwiaa  lawfvL    Is  H  to  be-  in* 

ferrad,  tbaraTan,  that  there  is  no  saearity  agaiiM 
nets  wbleb  ate  nnlawfol?  Butgnlar,  iQde«), 
wooJd  it  be,  that  oar  OoasiitntioD  afaoald  take 
eare  to  goard  the  Representatives  ^^Inst  arreat 
for  jost  debts,  before,  aad  after,  and  dorlng  the 
time  of  thsit  attending  the  asasieD,  and  at  the 
same  time  deny  tba  House  the  pririiege  to  pt^ 
leet  itself  from  abase  and  Tiolenoe.  The  very 
eircnmstanee  that  tbe  Constitatioa  has  given  to 
mambeta  these  privileges,  when  they  are  oM  irf 
the  power  and  protacuon  of  the  Howe,  nd  has 
not  guarded  tbe  iMdjr  eoUee  lively  from  ftaad  and 
vMenee,  is  eonelnsive  evidence  tlwt  it  was  be- 
lieved and  nndentood  Ihai  self-MoteetioD  was 
inbMenr  or  incidtnfaL  Bo  fhr,  tbefefoie,  is  this 
grant  of  privileges  from  nchidiDg  tbe  power  tin 
whieh  wa  eoatend,  that  it  tapports  and  eoi ' 


an  objeation  oAnd  by  the  geniknan  fVom  N  _ . 
Hampslrite,(Mr.LiVBaKonK.)  He  states  a  strOBf 
case,  ftnppoea,  anya  ha,  ia  ooming  to  this  ^nce, 
IshonM  have  bean  ■Bsalted  by  the  governor  or  a 
judge  of  New  Hampshire,  and  ahonld  eomplain 
10  ni*  Hooa^  eonld  they  send  thck  Bergennt-at> 
Arms  and  bnng  him  by  force,  to  anawer  far  tite 
eontempt  1  I  shonid  think  not.  This  wwM  be 
an  abase  of  n  person  baAra  he  iMd  boeome  n 
member.  Thfa  Hoaae  did  not  eiiet  when  the  ael 
waa  doaa.  Tbe  tnanli  was  not  lo  thb  body.  Un- 
til Aai  geailemaD  appears,  isqndifled,  and  Ukes 
his  sent,  we  liave  n«  right  to  his  aervicea,  aad  no 

Cer  over  hia  aetioaa;  and  henee  aa  losolt  to 
is  not  an  iaeolt  to  ne.  My  deetrine  ia  this  i 
aa  soon  as  a  member  ia  subject  to  our  mlei,  he 
is  entitled  to  oot  proteetion,  and  every  vi^ooa 
or  indignity  ofiercd  to  him,  as  a  member,  ia  ■ 
eontempt  of  tbe  Honae.  Cases  of  donblfblebar- 
acier  might  be  staled :  if  a  member,  while  absent 
with  leave,  aboald  Im  trented  contempluaDely, 
em  the  Hoose  aead  for  and  paniah  the  olfenderl 
Dpon  my  kvMlbesis,  perhaps  not,  the  member 
not  behag  eanjcoi  lo  oor  ceotrol.  Suppose  him 
nbseni  wtlhMl  lanve-,.ba,  baring  violated  onr 
nite^  may  h«v«  forfeited  ow  proieoiion.  Wke« 
these  caeas  of  donbt  abatl  happen.  It  wUl  th«i 
be  oar  doty  lo  deeide  them.  It  is  soffleient  far 
ns  that  the  ease  nnder  eoneideintion  is  of  a  bribe 
offered  to  an  aoring  member,  while  the  Homo 
wusiiilag,«ad  for  Ihe  pnmede  of  inlaeneiiig 
one  deiibmtloMnnd  pervarliag  onr  deeirioui 

Bnt  the  keaenUo  gentlemta  from  Tirginl% 
aonre  oftfaeniaae^nenoealo  wfcirii  Ms  doetrinea 
wHI  lead,  has  endewoped  ta  answer  every  eb^ 
lion.  flendmitathalwehnTeibeesotasireT^M 
(o  this  Honor ;  and,  to  prevent  distorbancea  and 
inteiniptioDs,  we  nay  sEelnde  from  it*  gallerieo 
Ibose  who  are  mde  or  uncivil.  This  is  all  tbe 
anawer  whteh  he  gives  nsj  this  is  die  only  eare 
for  our  inalHtity  to  pontih  eonlempts.  While 
the  honorable  OMmber  from  New  York  (Mr. 
SpiKwn)  waa  denying  our.  powers  to  pnnish,  a 
ease  well  Digfa  happened  in  the  gnllenca  wfeull 
Would  have  pot  liii  prineipla*  to  the  test  Then 
was  k  tiule  disinrbane*,  and  Ua  gentleman  wte 
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OBt  ikt  font  of  oaliing  fgr  that  pratMlim  which 
he  WIS  Ibeti  aUempUiis  to  prove  (hit  House  eonld 
DDE  tSbrd.  It,  bawerci,  pire  me  ■onw  coosola- 
tiOQ  ibai,  insiekd  of  aiking  ibe  people  to  be  ao 
oUigii^  u  to  luspeDd  their  coiTerMtion  until 
we  should  have  fiDisbed  our  debaie,  the  Bpeiker 
Tenlured,  vefv  piomplly,  to  order  the  noise  to  be 
■uppieued.  Alt  the  aouUNioD,  however,  thai 
we  can  uEort  from  the  gentleonD  from  Vir^ inia 
is,  that  WB  have  a  power  to  turn  oai  ao  intrader, 
if  he  be  rude  or  uDcivil.  Bui  suppoee  ihat  a  per- 
son ID  the  galleries  should  amuse  himself  hy 
thiewiiit  siones  at  the  Speaker  ;  before  yonr 
Sergeani-at-Arms  can  overtake  him  be  is  in  the 
sueet,  out  of  your  power.  He  is  removed,  but 
the  abuse  of  the  Speaker  remains,  and  the  indir- 
nily  to  the  Hoase  is  anaioned.  Buppose  while 
lliat  01  some  other  genileman  was  debating,  some 
bully  should  enter  and  take  him  by  the  throat  or 
Doie,  and  before  the  Serge&Di-ttt-Arma  eonld  in- 
Mrfoe  he  should  be  pitched  hendlottg  down  the 
aiairs,  and  the  petpeuaior  should  ha  ^:    What 


ia  the  remedy)  Wbir,fonDOlh,  the  person  injur- 
ed nwght  go  10  a  magtatnta  and  make  oath,  and 
if  he  eonld  find  the  offiinder,  arreat  and  try  liim 


for  an  asatnlt  and  baliary,  fine  him  in  some  tweO' 
ty  ahiUinga,  and  the  next  day  he  wonld  return  to 
your  gaUetiM  and  laugh  io  your  face.  This  n- 
n*dy,  by  remvvaJ,  is  aTl  we  are  allowed.  The 
aggreaeoi,  bom  wiibottt,  might  throw  stones  nt 
or  heal  drums  nnder  vonr  windows :  be  might 
eland  at  yonr  door,  and  horsewhip  a  member  as 
aoon  aa  he  enleted  the  street,  for  his  conduct  on 
this  floor  i  and  ibii  is  a  private  injury,  done  to  a 
private  individual,  and  to  be  pnnished  by  the  nr- 
oinary  process  of  lawl  Some  Ccomwell,  with  a 
bw  myrmidons,  might  enter  your  hall,  and  with 
their  bayonets  drive  tba  members  out  of  the  win- 
dows Ilka  a  flock  of  sbeepj  and  the  remedy  is,  lo 
re-enter  and  eipel  them  if  you  can  I 

But  why  cite  cases  1  That  under  considem- 
tion  is  a  ease  of  singular  atrocity.  The  chairman 
of  yovr  Conmiliee  of  Claims  is  an  officer  of  the 
first  responsibility.  To  him  you  have  intmsted 
the  ksya  of  yonr  Treasury.  His  compasnon  is 
to  be  umpteil  by  the  repeated  imporinoiiiM  of 
the  necessitoos.  He  should  set  hie  face  like  a 
Uat  against  the  clamorous  lorkers  ronod  yonr 
Treasury.  He  is  youi  guardian  angel,  with  a 
flaming  sword  tuning  every  way,  to  ddend  this 
anoctnary  of  the  peoide.  He  is  faithful,  vigihuii, 
nnd  honorable.  Heholdaihepnna-stnogsof  the 
nation,  and  the  man  must  hnra  a  nod  easa^  and 
good  look  in  the  bargain,  who  shall  induce  him 
to  unUa  ihem.  Bnt  John  Andereon  wania  mor 
m-~iM  doaa  not  climh  up  some  oUtei  way,  and 
«uea  vor  to  enter  the  back  door  or  tho  windows- 
he  advances  boldly  to  the  front,  seisea  the  keeper, 
wd  attempta  to  wrest  from  him  the  keye.  You 
are  advised  of  thisatiociiy,  and  indignantly  order 
the  enlptit  lo  be  brought  before  yon.  But  yon 
are  gravely,  told  thai  this  is  an  act  which  you 
have  no  power  to  punish  or  prevent— sympathy 
snooeeds  indignation.  A  ciltien  is  deprived  of 
his  liberty  I  A  ntona  gathers  on  our  wow,  the 
lightning  of  indigwlion  flashes  in  the  eye,  and 


the  ihonder  of  eloqneoee  hnists  from  the  lips. 
Bat  when  an  btmoraUe  member  cuf  oar  Honse  ia 
insulted  and  abuaed,  and  oarselTei  scandalized  by 
a  foul  attempt  to  eorrupl  ni,  our  philosophj  re- 
inras.  We  discover  wonderful  composara;  be- 
come  mild  as  a  Mayday  mom,  "  soft  aaibe  gentle 
zephyr's  breath,"  "ealm  and  usmffled  at  a  anm- 
mer's  sea  when  not  a  br««th  of  wind  flics  over 
its  Burface."  Why  this  extreme  in  farer  of  tUi 
numi  1  trust  it  springsfram  the mosi  botiorable 
feelings  of  the  human  heart;  bat  fear  thmt  ihoee 
feelings  may  pervert  our  jndgmenis. 

W«  are  told  that  precedents  are  danaerous,  and 
ought  not  to  be  uustcd.  Praeedents  which  I  fanve 
been  taught  lo  believe  were  tfaehuoya  and  beacoM 
to  poiot  out  lo  the  poliucal  mariner  the  oouise 
he  is  to  steer  his  ship,  to  avoid  the  rocks,  slioalt, 
and  qaieksands  which  lay  ia  his  way,  arc  now 
converted  into  the  syren  which  luree  him  n 
whirlpools  and  inevitable  deatrootion.  WeU^  let 
(hem  go,  If  our  own  decisions  smell  loo  alronf 
of  pnrty,  cast  them  aside.  If  forciga  rnlea  have 
become  too  mnity,  or  savor  of  royalty,  t«3«ci 
them.  If  State  or  Provincial  pneticet  mre  too 
local,  we  will  not  trust  them.  And,  as  Ood  Al- 
mighty has  in»lanted  in  the  heart  of  man  the 
principle  of  self-d^nee  and  setf-protection,  so 
let  this  political  body,  represeoting  eight  miliiosi 
of  p«cq)le,  establish  the  precedent  that  it  has  the 
power  to  repel  and  punish  aggreesioa,  and  an- 
aounce  to  our  constituents  nndtne  world,  that  ao 
one  can,  with  impunity,  insult  us  wtlA  a  bribe. 

Mr.  Stousb,  or  New  York,  said  that,  probaet- 
ed  as  the  debate,  had  been,  he  wonld  relv  on  tlie 
candor  and  patience  of  the  Honse  while  he  officr- 


consider  the  passage  of  these  resolutions  a  public 
calamity,  and  wa«  unwilling  to  repress  hb  disap- 
probation of  then,  and  the  dootrines  ihev  nsaura- 
e<L  by  a  silent  vole.  Specious  as  ibo  mjeetions 
which  bad  been  made  to  the  eiareise  ot  the  pow- 
er in  question  might  appear,  and  plnnsihle  ac  the 
aigumenu  urged  in  support  of  the  nsdotions 
were,  yei,inbu  judgment,  ihey  would, onearefnl 
examination,  be  found  to  have  originated  ftom  n 
poetnlate  altogether  iaadmusiblo.  The  (aneied 
distinction  which  gcntlomen  had  drawn  between 
the  sovermgnly  of  the  States  and  of  Congress, 
was  fallacioaa,  and  without  any  juai  foaMbiion 
in  the  stmctara  of  our  Qovenment.  Though 
the  legislative  (wwers  of  Congiass  are  limited  to 
the  specific  objects  dasignatM  by  the  Conatita- 
tioiL  yet  its  sovereignly  in  the  ezareiat  of  these 
is  BMolnte  and  unlioiited,  except  by  the  fundn* 
mental  nrinei pies  of  all  civil  governments  what- 
ever. But  it  was  not  necessary  to  rely  oven  on 
this  exposition  of  (be  unsounaoess  ol  the  div 
tinetioD  which  bad  been  msde. 
He  wonld  call  the  attention  of  the  Houses  and 

Cieulatly  of  the  honorable  geniletnan  frotn 
jioia,  (Mr.  Buibodr,}  to  a  port  of  the  Con- 
stitution which,  in  his  remartts  on  jreaterdav,  be 
had  omitted  to  notice.  Over  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, Congieas,  by  the  eighth  section,  first  ani- 
cle  of  that  instmnent,  have  the  power  of  "  ez- 
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■l«ir«l«gUM*M  inmli  cuca."irtiUM«*«r."  Tb* 
capftdtT  of  ConeisM  ie,  tbonfore,  two-foid;  lbs 
ow  ineladiM  tie  uiweiw  of  tcimIb  pewera  of 
UgiilitMn  Mating  to  the  6Uta;  ths  stber.  the 
powctB  *mA  attiibates  of  tortnagmif,  as  a  Na- 
tional Legislature.  WJlhin  thU  District,  said 
Hr.  B.,  our  powfr  is  rqaal  to,  and  ea-ordiDat« 
irith,  the  ant  uaJimiled  aornwgoty.  la  atb«r 
timea,  ihe  dMUractan  of  tiia  Patljamant  of  Great 
BtiUtn,  tbat  tber  poMCHtd  the  right  to  exercise 
ezclwive  leg itl^ioa  orer  Ameriea  ii>  aU  eases 
whatsoever,  was  eonsidered  the  verf  pcifeDiioa 
of  dcspolitm.  WhaMver  it  tnigfat  bare  been  iD 
a  bodrnbeiv  America  iras  uorepnaeDted^  yet 
the  puase  itself  deSaee  a  powat  soTerugo  in  its 
nature,  and  UDConlroUable  in  its  operation.  This 
elauae  of  the  Coast  jtutfaa  apfteate  to  hare  been 
adopted  bj  the  ConrnnisD  with  this  express  de- 
sigD.  Sisoe  gentleneahad,  ia.the  eonrse  of  the 
aigamoit,  resorted  to  the  authority  of  names,  and 
to  the  degBUB  of  etailians,  he  would  ask  (hair 
aiieetioD  to  an  opiiiioD  of  the  late  ExecDiiTe  of 
the  IJoion,  to  be  found  in  a  wark  jauXj  eoosid- 
ered  tha  text-book  of  eonetraeuM.  la  that  pan 
of  tha  Pedetallat  wbieh  vu  from  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Madiam,  wheo  oeauderiBg  that  elattie  to  which 
he  had  refected,  the  bognage  is  so  emphatic,  and 
peouliarlr  applioabla  to  the  queetioa  now  before 
the  HoDae,  lUl  he  would  read  the  extract :  "  The 
'  iadiepMMable  Jteeasdly  of  eom^ete  aathoritr  at 
'  tbeseatofChiTa(aineni,eame*ilsawaeTideiiee 
'  with  it.  It  is  a  |>owet  exneiaed  by  tjtty  Legit- 
'  latnre  of  the  Uoioo,  I  migiu  sty  of  tlie  world, 
'  by  virloeof  ilsaeaaraltapremaef.  Withoutit, 
'  not  oolr  the  puEUeauibority  might  be  insulted, 
'  bat  tie  proceedings  inlernipted  with  impunity." 
Caaa  mote  palpable  expositiiKi  of  the  facility  of 
the  asMtoptien  on  which  these  distinctions  are 
founded  be  ofltted  7  Will  the  efieet  of  these 
obeeivaUoBs  be  evaded  by  referring  them  lo  the 
power  of  aelf-preaetraiioa  1  The  whole  scope  of 
them  aseamea,  aa  an  axiom,  that  the  supremacy 
of  Cooarcss,  at  least  within  thisDislrict,  U  clothed 
with  aD  ihft  attributes  of  soreretgaty  which  ate 
rested  in  the  Stale  gorMnneots.  The  oSanee 
committed  by  John  Anderson  uaiost  the  privi* 
tcgea  of  ihe  House  has,  tbereiote,  been  perpa- 
irated  in  our  own  exclusive  tenitorial  jotisdic' 
tioB.  Whaterei  doubt*  might  be  suggested  in 
cases  which  have  been  started  of  a  libel  from  a 
PbiUdolpliia  printer,  or  a  breach  of  pririlege  by 
auarHBt  of  amambar,  tnadein  NewHampahire, 
this  ease  ia  widely  dlBereat  in  this  respect.  The 
oSeader  has  not  aseailcd  us  from  aoather  concoi- 
real  iniisdictjon ;  he  has  inraded  thnt  which  is 
exclosiT^y  our  own;  he  has  violated  our  piiri- 
leges  wUhm  our  own  uiMlispnted  bonodaries,  and 
ia  tmeaaUe  to  ns  as  sovereigns  of  the  natioBal 
territory.  Mr.  S.  said  that  the  power  of  Con- 
greas,  as  we^  as  of  every  olhec  legislative  body, 
10  punish  for  contempt  or  breach  of  ]irivilfte, 
(be  eared  not  by  which  name  it  was  call^,) 
waa  im^Mrably  annexed  to,  and  included  ia,  the 
power  iiwlf  to  l^islale.  I  assure  my  honorable 
coUeague  (Mr.  SpuKoaa)  that  necessity  is  a  word 
as  odious  to  my  ears  as  it  cao  poaaibly  be  to  his. 


It  has.  been,  with  much  teasou,  called  the  plea  of 
tytutis,  and  vras  often  iraly  so.  Bnt  it  is  not 
aeeessary  to  reseet  to  this  plea,  in  that  sense  of  it, 
to  support  the  Parltameoiary  powers  of  the 
House;  nor  wonld  he  insist  that  this  power  was 
to  be  appropriated  to  themwlves  by  th«  Hoose  as 
a  separata  incidental  lisht,  if  fceatleffisn  disliked 
the  expression.  Tiie  House  posseseed  it  on  the 
well-estaUished  and  undisputed  maxim,  that 
wheeevet  a  gram  ofany  power  whatever  is  made. 
every  othar  power  requisite  to  the  oomidete  ana 
pwfeoi  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  it,  is  inctndsd, 
'  lonsequenee,  in  the  grant  itself.  Those  pow- 
which  had  been  termed  incidental  or  necea- 
stkty,  might,  with  more  propriety,  be  considered 
as  brancues  cf  the  original  grant,  and,  from  their 
nature,  rather  included  in  than  aoaexed  unto  it. 
It  is  aamiitad  thai  punishment  may  rightfully  be 
inflioted  fer  contempts  committed  within  the 
walls  of  the  House,  or  in  its  immediate  view: 
but  this  power  is  exercised  oo  tbe  principle  of 
self-preaBrvaiion  only.  Were  this  true,  it  would 
reaoLve  itself  into  ihe  exertion  of  mere  blind,  phy- 
sical power.  It  woold  become  a  law  of  force 
merely.  Nor  (bouid  we  requite  any  delegation 
of  it  from  any  source  wbaterer.  The  riglit  we 
have  collectively,  even. ai  occupants  of  the  build- 
ing, and,  individually,  as  men.  The  power  of 
punishing  for  contempts  is  a  moml,  Iwal  powerj 
meluding  judicial  discretion,  and  relying  for  its 
exetcii«  on  known  and  fixed  rules,  and  founded 
on  noial  system.  In  exercising  it,  even  in  cases 
of  oontemat  committed  within  the  House,  w% 
must  hrst  deliberate  and  adjudge,  and,  afterwards, 
execute.  Did  we  proceed  on  Ihe  principles  of 
seif-preMTvaiion  merely,  it  would  authorize  the 
inflicitou  of  punishment  without  tbe  previous 
adjudication  of  a  contempt.  But,  said  Mr.  B., 
we  have  been  met  with  Constitutional  objections, 
derired  from  the  forou  of  oar  [woceedings.  Tbe> 
bouoraUe  gentleman  from  ibe  Slate  of  New 
York  (Mr.  Sfencib)  has  read  to  tbe  House  Aal 
amendmanl  which  declares  that  no  person  shall 
be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infa- 
moos  erime  unless  on  indictment  or  presentmenii 
of  a  grand  jury,  Ite.  Tbe  obvious  answer  to 
this  Dbjeciiou  is  faund  in  the  renmrk,  that  a 
breach  of  the  privile^s  of  this  House  is  not  a 
capital  offence,  nor. docs  the  conviction  ereaO 
that  inlamy  which,  by  tbe  common  law,  disquali- 
fies tbe  patty  as  a  witness,  ix  imposes  any  other 
legal  disabilities.  Nor  ia  the  intervention  of  a 
grand  jury  necessary  in  thiscase.  Thatamend- 
meot  of  tbe  Constitution  laiiit  apply  only  to- 

g:o*ecaiions  under  the  lawsof  tbe  United  States. 
ul,»aid  Mr.  B.,  iheoffendermay  in  this  way  be> 
punished  twice  for  the  offeneei  and  (he  honora-' 
ble  gentieaaan  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Poiaoax- 
tbh)  has  pressed  upon  the  Hauas  that  amend- 
Dieat  of  the  CoDstiintion  also.  We  ate  not  pro» 
ceediug  aininst  John  Anderaon  for  the  crime  of 
bribery.  The  charge  is  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House;  aod,.aUhongh  it  is  involved' 
in  an  attempt  to  bribe  one  of  iu  members,  yetj' 
in  relation  to  this  House,  it  is  a  distinct  off^ence. 
Nor  is  the  case  without  analogy  in  the  code  of 
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•HI  oiinmml  inritprodmae;    Slioald  mh^  by  th« 
fflloDioas  burDiDg  of  a  dwdling^hoiiN,  ptO'' — 

tks  deaili  of  its  iBhibiianta,  maU  it  W 

oulf  cODtended  that  the  felon  had  not  KBderad 
lumseir  obnosious  to  indietmeot  for  mmder  at 
well  IE  anon?  And,  were  not  eitlwT  offaaee 
capital,  must  lie  not  loSer  tbe  pnaishiiwi 
both.  Wherarer  an  aet  involre*  io  iu  nature,  or 
produces  id  in  coawqiMnofi,  two  disiioec  aob- 
staniive  o&ences,  ibe  oneDder  maal  aD*w«r  aepa- 
lately  for  ererf  inftaetion  of  the  law.  Ii  via 
empbscically  Baked,  *aid  Mr.  8.,  b;  ifae  caller 
of  the  hoDorabie  gentleman  from  Vi^aia,  ( 
Baibcdh,)  from  whence  doea  this  Houae  datre 
Ibe  power  to  send  for  peraana  and  papeca?  Wbat 
has  been  tbe  snsweT  to  tbe  qnasiion?  It  baa 
been  aaid,  that  alihougb  ii  is  admitted  thai  ito 
parlioalar  part  of  the  ConatitDtion  baa  aipceBalr 
d^gEied  ihii  power,  yet  it  ia  infNted  tiroma 
eooenrrent  eoasinielioa  of  tbe  power  to  regvlsi* 
it*  own  role*  and  proeeedingi,  and  the  power  to 
ap^int  ite  officers.  OentleiDeo,  in  fursiahisg 
thM  solution,  were  it  the  ime  oa^  have  ssreljr 
not  beeii  aware  of  its  applieabitity  to  the. vary 
cue  BOW  befiire  the  House.  What  has  been 
done  in  this  ease  1  What  hare  been  onr  unBai' 
iWHiB  proceeding  against  John  Andenoa  1  Tlw 
warraat  of  the  Speuer  has  been  Istued,  Jn  com- 
pliaace  with  bb  upreaa  rale  of  the  House,  en- 
tered on  its  Joamals,  and  the  S«rseani-B(-Arms, 
in  the  ezeeniioD  of  hia  duties,  in  ooadience  to  the 

Ecepi,  bas  arrested  liie  person  of  AadarsoB. 
.  B.  disclaimed,  however,  to  rest  the  power  of 
sending  for  peraoas  aa  these  principles  of  ood- 
atrnotioa,  bnt  raferted  it  to  those  already  slated. 
Bat,  eaid  he,  tbe  rights  of  the  people  are  said  to 
be  in  jeopardy.  He  eoald  hardly  sappose  that 
tbe  puoisiimeDt  of  a  man  for  an  attempt  to  bribe 
the  House  would  create  any  alarm.  Hy  poliii- 
aal  couMo,  for  the  laai  tea  years,  baa  been  such 
that  1  belieTe  do  one  will  aeoose  me  of  diaregard 
U  ibe  rights  of  the  peof4e,  or  a  diapositioa  te 
yield  them  upqnieily  to  the  nteroach meats  of 
the  Geaeml  &>Ternment:  yet  I  irasi  that  I  hare 
never  lost  si^ht  of  its  dignity  and  autboriiy.— 
Should  I  sertmisly  ask  my  cooBiitMOta,  whether 
tba  panishmeu  of  a  miicreMU,  who  had  offered 
to  coatamiaate  with  a  base  bribe  an  bonorable 
Bwmber  of  this  Hoas^  was  within  oar  legistative 
powers  1  The  last  reflection  whlob  wovTd  occur 
to  them  would  be,  that  their  liberties  had  any 
oBBcem  in  the  qoesiion. 

Ur.  PiNDALL,  of  Virginia,  said  he  bad  under- 
stood the  hoBonUe  mover  of  the  lesolntim  now 
before  the  House,  to  admit  that  this  House' might 
IB  some  insiBBces  proceed  to  pnaiih  contempts 
of  it)  BBlbotiiy  or  privileges,  and  that  the  an- 
Ihority  of  the  Honse  to  punish  a  diatatbaoee  or 
iBantt  oecBtring  in  its  presence  or  galleries  would 
DM  be  qoesliooed.  If  the  Hotise  has  a  legiti- 
mate power,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  puni^  a  oootempt 
IB  any  oase,  and  that  authority  be  a.  limited  OBe, 
il  follows  that  Ibe  Houh  should  proceed  to  ia- 
qaire  whetbei  an  alleged  offence  is  witbio  tbe 
bonndary  of  iu  juriidietioB,  pre r ions  to  any  fiaal 
order  to  iaflict  puHthmeot.    Thi«  inqibry  coold 


oBly  be  BMde  by  nmatigBltaf  wmi  waomMatag 
the  foci  chMgea  as  aa  ofinM.  Tbe  reaoiniiM, 
therefore,  to  atiaet  the  woaeeaitea  tnims  ptcm- 
tnre,  as  we  should  flntliear  evidewse  aari  asoo- 
tain  facts,  is  order  to  eaable  aa  to  determlse 
whether  tbe  offimder  (if  commtiied)  W  wHkim 
the  sphere  of  onr  admitted  jutMicUoa.  If  ihfa 
Hevse  ean,  IB  any  casts  puaisk  a  eowempt,  tfa« 
preseat  diacassion  riiaald  in»lv«  itself,  Bot  into 
a  qnestioB  whether  the  Hease  ean  puaisb,  b«  iata 
tbe  inquiry  whether  fbe  Am  MOTwl  or  chBi^  be 
within  the  bosBda  of  its  legitinMe  power.  Al- 
though ifaa  nntleman  from  New  York  (Ut. 
Sfbhobr)  adaiits  the  power  of  the  Honee  to 
pwiiah  for  eeaiempts  in  sona  eases,  itsMaw  tbtt 
other  gCBilemea,  who  support  hia  i«so1uuob% 
aasame  the  broad  gioaad  of  denriaf  that  (be 
Hauae  can  exeroise  saeh  an  attiaority  Id  aoy 
ease.  This  conflict  of  prinoiples  between  -  tbe 
*~~  of  the  rcsolttiions,  naat  naeessmrily 


supporters 


toarrive  at  a  eaneM  ooBolosiaa.     , 

howevtf,  wfao  MiaUy  imj  die  powav  ia  qna»- 
tna,  faave  tbe  eaador  to  aakoowMg*  that  the 
Ufloaa  may  perfiim  certain  aela  by  its  inoideBt^ 
anthoticy,  the  peiformaBCe  of  WBiek  acts  they 
oonteBd  is  not  tb*  eaereise  of  Aa  power  of  n 
•ishnieaE.  Iha  hooDmble  gestkniaB  fr«i~ 
tucky  (Mr.  AnDaiwon)  adiuts  that  tbe  Howe 
may  order  its  lAeer  to  ttmon  aov  dieordeilr 
persao  from  the  galterv  who  distaras  the  trau- 
aotion  <rf  basinees  or  tne  deaoram  of  onr  pn>- 


rf  pn- 
■  Kea- 


restiaias  suck  disor<fifljr  peraoa  for  a  lime  of  hni 
liberty,  aad,  baviti^  bin  iaeuetody,Temoveibia 
from  the  j^ery  into  the  etrcMt  if  geaileiBeD 
will  advert  to  the  meaas  and  obje«  ol  paaiih- 
meni,  aoi  as  defined  by  die  commaa  law,  (for  its 
authority  has  bean  denied,)  bat,  aecordiag  Io  tbe 
notioas  enteriaiaed  by  writara  apon  aatorel  kw 


operate  by  a  restmiBi  Bpen  (he 

natoral  libeily  of  indivtdaals,  the  oiqect  of  pan- 

neot  is  to  obMin  security  agaiatt  the  act  of 

oflen^er.    The  SeiYeaiit  anaais  the  cn^ptit 

be  gallery,  or  whibt  amaaliiBV  ow  wiadowi 

from  withoot,  and  thereby  KBUams  his  Kberty, 

aod  this  Nstnunt  is  imnoaed  wiik  a  ntm  to  ob- 

UiB  seoirity  from  the  iiaiilu  of  the  oAader.    I 

ask  geniJamM  I      '  ~ 


power  of  paaishmeai,  ia  tkair  ewa  karoafe,  so 
as  10  incmdeaU  pMaiBbHeBia,aBdeiiMH«Tm- 
ihiag  alse,  and  I  vwtare  lo  prediet  ibat  the  deft- 


Dttietu  may  ba  affirmed  of  tka  eoadoei  of  oar 
oflaeec  wbila  removiu  the  eulprit  from  oar  ga^ 
lery.  The  pcrwer  orpnaisbmeBtmay  be  extt- 
cieed  in  the  instance  mentioaed,  and,  oy  a  vier 
of  tbe  Boome  from  wheiMe  that  power  ia  detircd, 
it  will  evinoe  a  flow  of  aathoriiy  lofficieaily 
broad  to  include  other  cases.  Tov  puaish  dis- 
order ia  your  jHSsence,  or  ia  your  gallery,  be- 
cause it  impedes,  molests,  or  disturbs  yoa  in  the 
performaoee  of  year  Constiiatioaal  dntica ;  yoo 
-~  eutitled  lo  posiih  evety  ohstrMiian  to  tbe 
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ae  performinee  of  those  ConttiiaiioiiBl  datim, 
rhether  the  obstrocljon  or  iusalt  proceeds  from 
he  tnrbnleDi  ■hoDtiDg  of  the  thoiqrhtleis,  or  as- 
aults  of  blows  or  bribes  br  the  stroog  or  deeigo- 
ng.  Too  paaieh  an  Jaatitt  offered  to  the  whole 
House  in  the  perfotmance  of  its  daiy ;  bve  the 
rioaae,  in  the  otdinaiy  perfonnsDce  of  if*  dat^, 
li  Tides  its  labor  and  Imposes  portions  of  that 
Inty  npoD  its  eommtttees ;  these  committees, 
tequentlf  from  neeessitr,  Bubdtride  their  labor 
LflooDg  its  members,  and  offences  and  obstnic- 
ioDs  which  may  ha*a  a  teodency  to  impede  a 
sommillee,  or  its  chairmaD,  or  members,  from 
be  <lntr  thas  imposed  or  reqoired  by  the  Uonse, 
ire  contempts  not  punishable  bf  the  committee 
ir  its  members,  bnt  by  the  Home  ;  for  members, 
irbile  laboring  in  committee,  by  order  of  the 
loose,  are  not  less  in  the  performaQee  of  their 
^oDsiilational  dnty  than  when  addres8io(|  ihi 
Speaker  on  this  floor,  con8e<]nenily  the  privile 
res  are  eocxtensire  with  their  tnnsaetion  of 
iDsiaess  in  the  eommiilee.  If  a  tarbolent  man 
iisturbs  fifty  mentbers  by  easting  stones  throngh 
lOr  windows,  will  you  hesitate  to  punish  him 
intil  it  can  be  aseeitained  that  a  majority  of  all 
he  members  here  have  be«i  frighieoed  b]    ' 

issAultl    Hy  honorable  eolleazue   (Mr.  ! 

iodr)  has  giTSD  an  uncommon  derivation  of  the 
ight  of  the  Hoose  to  suppress  distarbances  in 
ta  gntlenr;  he  supposes  we  may  hoild  or  hire  a 
louse,  of^  which  we  become  the  masters,  and  be 
mngioes  onr  right  to  remoTc  an  iadiridaal  from 
he  gallery  is  built  on  the  same  ftrondatioo  with 
Jie  right  of  any  private  man  to  conirol  his  own 
lousebold.  I  wonid  ask  my  honorable  colleague, 
vhat  course  we  ought  to  pursue,  if  rioters  should 
ivercome  our  Serceaot  and  hold  forcible  pos- 
letsion  of  the  galleries  1  On  such  an  eTem  I 
lODceiTo  that  oae  of  these  methods  only  could 
lire  relief:  1st.  We  mast  apply  for  the  assist- 
inoe  of  a  jnstiee  of  the  peace  and  constable ;  or, 
2d,  Proaecuie  an  action  of  ejectment  against  the 
rioters;  or,  3d.  Resort  to  the  physical  power  of 
the  individaal  members  here  to  assist  our  officer; 
>T,  4th.  Direct  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  summon 
ihe  cilisena  of  the  tTniled  Stales  to  his  sid.  I 
believe  it  wilt  not  be  seriously  contended  that 
we  ooghl  to  apply  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  to 
oblain  the  desired  relief;  yet,  as  well  the  resola- 
lions  before  ns,  as  the  arguments  of  gentlemen 
wonId  lead  us  to  that  application.  They  say  they 
wi^  leave  to  make  a  law  to  punish  certain  con; 
tempts;  that  there  is  no  snch  law,  and  that  this 
House  cannot  punish  ollenders  without  soeb  pre- 
vious law.  They  wish  to  send  the  case  of  Jiohn 
Anderson  to  the  Attorney  Qeneral ;  but  as  there 
is  no  law  to  punish  the  offence,  the  courts  of 
record  whose  province  it  is  to  execute  the  laws 
cannot  punish  the  offender ;  oor  attorney,  there- 
fore, cotild  (by  (he  doetrine  advanced)  do  no 
more  than  apply  to  a  justice  of  the  peace,  (o  bind 
the  offenders  to  their  good  behaviour  by  recog- 
nizanee,  and  exhibit  the  anomaly  of  a  National 
Legislature,  begging  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  in- 
terpose bis  discretionary  powers  to  protect  them 
from  attacks  whieh  might  subvert  or  suspend  the 
15th  CoH.  I3t  Sii»»^-^S 


exercise  of  the  legislative  anihority.  If  my  al- 
temative  proposition  be  eoTEeet  in  its  shape,  and 
if  I  may  reject  its  first  three  branches,  by  affitm- 
ing  that  this  House  would  not  tw  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  applying  to  a  jnstiee  of  the  peace,  or 
prosecuting  an  action  of  ejectment,  or  resorting 
to  the  physical  force  of  individual  merabera;  it 
will  of  course  follow,  that  iheSerKeaot-at-Arms 


may  summon  the 
to  fats  assistance 
ence ;  and,  if  the  Sergeant 


quelling  a  ri 
■rgeant  Tibs  j 
derive  it  from  our  command,  i 


the  etmseqoence  or  effect  of  some  political  or 
mnaicipal  power  vested  in  this  House — ■  power 
which  my  colleagne,  I  trust,  will  agree,  cannot 
be  exercised  by  the  mere  owner  of  a  private 
house.  This  public  power  of  your  officer  to 
sBmanon  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  hb 
assistance,  may  be  called  a  political,  or  munici- 
pal, or  civil  power,  as  gentleman  please;  but  I 
must  beg  them  to  consider  the  derivation  of  bis 
power.  It  is  not  expressly  delegated  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  ii,  therefore,  an  implied  power; 
and  every  rule  of  interpietation  that  justifies  ih« 
inference  of  this  im)>lied  power  will  equally  au- 
thorize the  implication  oi  all  the  powers  neces- 
sary to  defend  and  secure  the  privileges  of  this 

The  House  possesses  an  inherent  power  to 
preserve  its  own  privileges — a  power  inseparable 
from  the  power  of  legislation  granted  by  the 
Constitution.  This  power  derogates  oot  from 
the  rights  of  tbe  Blaies  or  the  people,  but  is  de- 
rived from  those  rights.  It  is  by  the  grant  or 
command  of  the  States  and  people  we  exercise 
the  powers  eonSded  by  tbe  Consliiotion  :  and, 
inasmuch  as  they  intend  we  should,  at  aU  haz- 
ard, execute  those  powers,  they  must,  of  neces- 
sity, have  intended  Ibat  we  should  suppress  bH 
obstructions  to  their  due  'exercise.  We  cannot 
eicoae  ourselves  for  omitting  to  execute,  or  for 
the  nodne  exercise  of  those  powers,  by  inform- 
ing our  eonstitnents  we  were  hindered  and  in- 
sulted by  menaces  and  offers  of  blows  and  bribes, 
inasmuch  as  the  CoDstitniion  has  given  us  the 
power  of  appointing  our  own  officers.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Hr.  BAanona)  admits 
onr  authority  to  make  a  8ergean^aI-Arros ;  the 
CoastitDtion  has  not  defined  the  dut^  of  that 
offieer;  and  since  we  are  lefl  to  amra  at  hi* 
dory  by  inference,  what  is  more  natural  than  te 
believe  that  his  duty  consists  In  executing  onr 
commands  to  preserve  our  privileges  ? 

It  is  proposed  to  enact  a  taw  to  punish  breacbu 
of  privilege,  on  the  aasumed  ground  that  such 
breaeb  eaunot  be  punished  nntilmade  a  crime  by 
law;  but  how,  if  we  are  insulted  and  obstructed 


and  iiunlt,  to  desist  from  legislation?  The  grant 
of  powers  hy  the  Conslitaiion  must  then  cease, 
because  we  refose  to  assume  a  power  which  we 
here  ice  is  absoluieiy  necessary  to  enable  ns  to 

Ssrformour  duty.  I  concur  with  gentlemen  in 
isoatding  tbe  authority  of  Parliamentary  prece- 
dests.    Neither  this  Gtovemmeni,  or  its  oepwt- 
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meota,  mre  indebted  to  preced«ats  for  tbeir  fuatx\- 
ties.  Our  CoDBtitution  is  not  [otij  years  old.aod 
precedeais  more  recent  tliiD  its  arlgia  would  not 
ic^ueDce  me  to  ,warp  the  ioterpretaiioa  of  ibat 
JDstrumeDL  Yet  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  wbjr 
tome  gentlemen  imagine  that  the  power  so  fre- 
queotry  exercised  by  ibe  Britisb  House  of  Com- 
mon!', derogated  from  the  liberty  of  tbe  people. 
The  Increaie  of  the  privileges  oi  that  House  bai 
been  acquired  bjr  inroads  upon  tb«  royal  prero- 
gative. Before  the  extension  of  fheir  ptiriteges, 
the  great  danger  apprehended  was  tbe  power 
claimed  bv  tbe  Crown  to  imprison  the  Commons, 
and  not  Ine  power  ciaimea  by  ibe  BepreMnia- 
li*ea  of  the  people  to  defend  their  own  pririleges. 
Precedent  is  a  shelter  for  imbecility.  The  Com- 
mons, originally  the  most  heli^EEs  branch  of  tbe 
British  Glorernraent,  resorted  to  precedents  and 
gradual  epcroachment  on  prerogative  to  eslabluh 
tDeir  pririleses,  on  which  so  vitally  depended  the 
inletesis  of  tne  people.  But  the  House  of  Rep- 
lesenutiTet  derives  it*  privileges  from  a  juat  in- 
terpretation of  the  Cooatituiion,  and  asks  no  aid 
from  precedents,  when  claimiog  merely  a  power 
essential  to  tbe  exercise  of  its  duties.  I  am  op- 
poaed  10  sraDting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pua- 
isb  breacnes  of  privileges,  because  we  already 
possess  the  power  to  punish,  derived  from  a  bighci 
source.  If  a  power  to  defend  our  own  privilege 
cannot  be  implied  from  tbe  Conitiiutioa,  we  oao- 
not  pass  a  law  to  enable  ourselves  loasiuniesucb 
a  power.  If  the  different  branches  of  the  L^is- 
lature  are  not  independent  of  each  other,  the  pur- 
poses of  the  framers  of  the  Coostiiution  are  not 
obtained  J  yet  we  are  necessarily  dependent^on 
tbe  Senate,  if  under  ibe  necessity  -ff  piocuring 
ilsasseoi,  loenable  us  to  preserve  those  privileges 
essential  lo  tba  exercise  of  our  duties.  It  is  the 
province  of  the  judiciary  to  expound  and  enforce 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Uy  irabodyiag 
Ihe  privileges  of  ibis  House  in  acts  of  Congreas, 
we  refer  iheir  discussion  exclusively  to  tbe  courts, 
and  thereby  snbj«ci  the  independence  of  this 
House  to  the  control  of  those  courts.  I  moat 
cheerfully  agree,  that  the  judiciary  is  an  inde- 
pendent and  co-ordinate  department  of  this  Oov- 
ernmsnt,  but  am  not  willing  to  acknowledge  its 
authority  paramount  to  the  authority  of  this 
House,  in  relation  lo  matters  which 


privilegea.    And,  w^re  it  possible  lo  waive  all 
these  objections,  I  deem  it  impracticable  to  enu- 
merate and  dvfine  the  contempts  which  may  be 
offered,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  define    ' 
eontempu  offered  to  any  other  supreme  eouri. 

My  colleague  (Mr.  BAaaooa)  inffra,  from  the 
enumeration  of  privileges  in  the  Cooatitution, 
that  the  authority  now  claimed  does  not  eiiaL 
A  reference  to  tlie  enumerated  privil^e*  will 
abow.  that  the  framers  of  the  Coaslitution  were 
aensible  that  ibisHouie  would  po^esa  privilegCE 
which  it  was  deemed  unaecessary  to  enumerate; 
for  the  enumerated  privileges  are  such  as  were 
not  incidentsi  to  ihe  powers  of  legislation.  Ex' 
emption  from  arrest  might  be  construed  as  waived, 
by  a  member  who  became  a  merchaul,  or  volun- 
tarily contractad  dabta  after  bis  prlvilq^e  bad 


punished  o 
offence ;  an 
the  criminal  c 


commenced.  It  might  have  been  doobled,  wbe- 
ther  ft  person  elected  was  a  member  until  be  ac- 
cepted his  office,  by  taking  his  seat  or  taking  the 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution.  Moreover,  die 
privileges  enumerated  are  such  as  most  be  fre- 
quently discussed  in  vacation.  If  a  laember  be 
arrested  in  returning  from  Ibe  session,  the  courts 
a  law  to  govern  them  in  regard  lo  his 
privilege.  If  a  member  be  aned  for  slandeion* 
words  spoken  in  debate,  tbe  courts  must  be  in- 
formed of  the  law  which  is  to  govern  tbeir  de 
cision  i  but  as  to  privileges,  incidental  to  tbi 
powers  of  legislation,  and  whiab  the  House  iistlf 
may  assert  and  preserve,  it  was  unnecessary  u 
enumerate  them. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  exercise  of  the  poiret  u 
punish  by  this  Hoase  might  infract  tbe  fifth  ai- 
ticle  of  tbe  amendments  to  the  Coosiitutloi. 
which  provides  thai  a  man  shall  not  be  iwiet 
put  in  jeopardy  for  tbe  same  offence;  nad  tha 
any  pooisbment  inflicted  by  this  House  iwouli 
101  exempt  the  culprit  from  another  punishoaeo 
loder  tbe  sentence  of  a  criminal  court.  Thi 
ibjeclion  assumes  as  grauieil  ibe  question  'we  an 
now  discussing.  True,  no  man  shall  b«  twic; 
'     '  put  in  jeopardy  for  ihe   saw 

have  no  power  to  punish  bis. 

might  punish  him  again.  Boi 
that  we  have  the  power.  If  we  havciht 
power,  then  the  seoleoce  of  this  Uoase,  and  tbi 
fifib  article  of  the  amendments,  will  bar  8.07  for 
ther  prosecution,  for  the  same  offence  before  aai 
other  iribunaL  The  fourth  article  of  the  uneoj- 
menis  to  the  Constitution  provides,  that  no  war- 
rant bball  issue  but  upon  oath  or  amrmaiioD ;  and 
gentlemen  hate  excepted  to  the  warrant  against 
John  Anderson,  as  having  issued  witbuutan  oatb 
to  Huppori  it.  This  article  of  the  Consiiiutios 
furnisoes  a  rule  as  to  the  proof  necessary  to  an. 
iborize  ihe  emanation  of  a  warrant;  bat  wbeo 
no  proof  is  necessary,  this  rule  has  no  applica- 
tion; and  no  proof  can  be  necessary  when  acrinK 
is  committed  in  the  presence  of  the  Iribonaf  aa- 
iboiixed  to  examine  it,  or  when  that  crime  is 
confessed,  or  when  tbe  offense  eonsisu  in  a  con- 
tempt of  that  tribunal.  The  contempt  here  wu 
committed  in  lbs  pretence  of  one  of  the  judges  of 
privilege;  and  as  the  judge  of  a  court  of  recntd 
can  take  a  .recognixanue,  which,  when  returned, 
becomes  a  part  of  the  record,  so  the  Cbairmao  ol 
the  Committee  of  Claims  can  make  ft  report,  to 
which  the  House  will  allov  credit  until  eoa- 
Iradicted. 

Those  who  question  the  title  ol  this  House  to 
punish  contempts  of  its  authority,  demand  ibu 
we  shall  point  out  the  limits  of  this  power  <tf 
punishment.  To  this  demand  i(  might  be  replied, 
that  au  ambiguity  in  relation  10  the  extent  of 
such  power,  or  ft  diversity  of  opinion  in  r^ard 
to  its  precise  limits,  could  afford  no  arguioent 
against  it*  existence,  although  it  mighifnmish 
(at  least  in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen)asltong 
motive  10  have  some  exact  bouodftries  interposed 
by  sn  amendment  to  the  fundamenial  institutioui 
of  the  Union.  But  the  source  from  whence  tkf 
power  it  derived  has  in  past  ilmes,  and  probaUy 
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rill  in  fKinte,  u  to  ail  pTaetieabl«  parpoMi,  fur- 
lish  ■  guide  to  ttM  ezereise  of  ibe  ■nihoricr.  Tbe 
i^htj  Wf,  lb*  dtitf ,  of  pmerrinj  ioriolate  tbo*e 
irivifegp*  whieh  mn  aueotui  to  tb«  faaaliies  of 
be  CoiutiitiiioD,dieiat«lothi*HonMth«  power 
tf  paniatiBaonl;  ibe  power,  tbMvfore,  iniMt  Deco- 
stenuTe  with  the  priril«g«a  of  the  Howe,  and 
he  puniibtDcni  to  be  iaflieted^  in  any  ea*«,  idooIJ 
w  proportiooed  orlnereascd,  as  tfaenainre  or  rio- 
enee  of  Um  attack  opon  tbe  prlrile|«i  of  Ibii 
>raDcb  of  the  Lcsiilatare  might  iiopair  or  eo- 
lanffer  iu  indepraaeDce  or  iniegriiy.  The  power 
>f  eonrta  of  joaiiee  to  pgnitb  for  coiiienipi*,  doei 
lot  admit  ofgreater  eeriaiaijr  ia  its  ncaidmneni 
:baa  ibe  joriidicliDa  now  elaimed  for  thit  Hoom; 
ret  we  nerer  bear  af  ohJeetioDa  U>  the  nereiic  of 
;hi*  power  by  the  eoarti,  oa  aeeonat  of  aov  prs- 
imded  oueriaiatjr  of  iurxient.  The  gettliemao 
Vom  HiMJMippi  would  eoDfloe  the  power  of  poa- 
sbmeal,  bf  a  eonrt,  to  coatempU  offered  io  it* 
>rsMaeo.  A  litila  rafleelioa,  I  am  eaiiified,  will 
mnvinee  tbat  honorabla  member  that  the  eoiirti 
:an  poniah  eoatemptt  of  their  aDihoritjr,  whether 
>Sered  ia  eoait  or  in  the  eoaairjr,  in  term  time, 
>r  raeaiioo;  that  Mcb  aootempte  are  paaisbed, 
knd  aoeh  poDiehmenta  warraoled  by  priacipte. 
preeedcat,  aed  ptaetiee.  IT  coatempti  bo  offtrM 
tpmXj  ia  the  preaeoee  of  the  eonri,  wbiltt  ait- 
liog',  it  ioflieta  pBDiibmeot  withour  farther  iO' 
quirjr;  bat  if  offered  ia  Ibe  cogotrr,  or  oat  of  ioi' 
mediate  riew,  the  offence  charged  tnoti  be  prop- 
trlj  reported  and  proved,  to  iadaee  the 
interpoM  ila  aatboriif.  So  the  chaira 
committee  canool,  hj  bit  own  mere  authority, 
poaiah  a  eoaiempi,  but  thii  Hoom  may,  when 
the  ofiease  ia  reported,  proceed  to  poniih  the 
offender. 

MoRDAT,  Jaouary  12. 

Ob  molioa  of  Hr.  Boott,  the  Committee  oa 
tba  Public  Laada  were  ia*tnieied  to  ioqaire  into 
the  expedieocj  «Dd  policy  of  ameadiog  the  act, 
eatillcd  "Aa  ael  ralaiing  to  telilera  oa  the  laod* 
of  the  Uoiled  Slatai  f  vt  that  all  lettlen  on  pub- 
lic lands,  who  hare  not  leawd  from  the  Uailed 
Btatci,  ihall  rcioaia  thereon,  in  peaceable  po>- 
■eaeion,  oae  year  from  the  expiration  of  the  eziH- 
ing  laws  oa  that  lobjeei. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Soott,  Ibe  Commitica  oo 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  bf  law,  for  the  ma- 
king disposable,  like  other  public  lands,  such  parts 
and  poitioasof  the  lead  mioes  and  islt  springs  ia 
tbe  Hinonri  Territory,  as  shall  be  deemed  not  of 
■nffieieai  ezieoi  or  *aiae  to  be  retained  by  the 
QoTcrnmeoi,  reeerring  sooh  oaly  as  shall  be 
deemed  of  sofficient  czieni  and  value  for  the  pub- 
lie  use. 

The  House  took  up  tbe  amendments  proposed 
by  ihe  Seoate  to  lb*  resolution  "  directing  the 
ptoeurement  of  ceruin  laws ;"  and  ibe  same,  being 
read,  were  concurred  in. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  the  bilL  eutilled  ''An 
set  fat  Ihe  raliof  of  Wiaslow  and  Ueary  Lewis," 


CASE  OF  COLOJfEL  ANDERSON. 

The  Hooie  then  proceeded  to  the  coosidentioa 
of  tbe  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Sfincbh,  touch- 
ing the  case  of  Colonel  John  Anderson. 

Mr.  OoAaLsa,  of  Eentocky,  rose.  This,  hm 
said,  being  a  great  Coastitnitonnl  question,  in- 
rolviog  the  privilege  of  tbe  meiobereof  Coogrese 
on  one  aide,  and  tbe  tights  of  the  citizen  on  tha 
other ;  and  it  appearing,  from  the  indulgence  al- 
ready  giren  to  the  debate,  that  the  House  WM 
willing  and  diposed  to  bear  a  full  and  ample  dia- 
cQuion  of  tbe  subject,  by  erery-member  who 
chose  to  eiereise  thai  right,  was  his  apology  foi 
offerio^  the  remarks  be  was  about  to  make. 

I,  Mid  Mr.  a.,  for  one,  deny^lrsi,  that  th* 
House  bare  ibt  power  to  punish  John  Anderson  | 
and,  secoadly,  deny  that  it  should  possess  that 
power;  and  contend  that  tbe  most  daogerou 
consequences  may  result  from  the  reeo^itiok 
and  exercise  of  it.  Let  os,  said  Mr.  Q..,  lovesli- 
gata  ibe  situation  of  this  case,  and  see  how  it 
really  is.  It  seems  that  tbe  acensed  wrote  to  the 
Honorable  Lawta  WiLutMa,  Cbairman  of  tha 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  delivered  to  him,  is 
his  private  room,  or  at  bis  private  lod^ings,a  W 
tsr  proffering  him  a  bribe.  1  am  witling  to  plaea 
this  ease  in  its  strongest  possible  sitaatioo.  and 
admit  that  be  d>d  sctoally  offer  him  a  brine  of 
five  hnodred  dollars  for  reportiDi  favorably  to 
claims  which  be  had  pending  before  that  com- 
mittee— BB  act  at  whioA  there  was  as  universal 
burst  of  Indignntion  manifested  by  Ibis  House, 
npon  tbe  communication  of  tbe  honorable  mem- 
ber,' rising  in  bis  place,  and  relatiag  the  ease  aad 
infamous  attempt  upon  his  integrity  ]  an  actioai 
about  the  turpitude  of  which,  there  seemed  thea 
In  be,  and  I  am  eonfident  exists  aow,  universally 
in  Ihe  walls  of  this  House,  bat  one  opinioo.  u 
we  possess  the  power  to  punisb  the  act  of  Jobs 
Anderson,  it  seems  to  me,  with  deference  to  tha 
opinions  of  gcDtlemea  who  differ  from  me  on  this 
subject,  that  we  derive  it  either  from  tbe  Con- 
stiiutign  of  tbe  United  States,  or  some  aiatntocy 
prarision  made  conforn»bly  thereto,  or  tbe  Lex 
JfarlwRKHtarw,  or  Law  of  Parliament  of  Qreat 
Britain. 

The  framers  of  tbe  Coottitution  of  the  United 
SEaies,  being  acquainted  with  the  disposition  which 
had  been  manifested  by  the  House  of  Cooimoaa 
of  ihe  ParltameDt  of  Great  Britain,  who  derived 
their  power  immediately  from  the  people,  and 
were  presumed  to  be  acquaiiiiedwiib  tbe  interest, 
the  will,  and  the  feelings  of  their  consiitueDli^ 
and  responsible  to  them,  at  the  reiDroiog  elec- 
lioos,  for  a  faithful  and  honest  discharge  of  their 
duties — sod  knowing  that  there  had  been  an  ao- 

■    ion  of  privileges  which  bid  been  assumed 

■gated  to  themselves  (the  said  memberf 
of  Parliameni)  which  bad  produced  many  ex- 


encroached  upon  the  rights  of  (he  people;  and 
the  framers  of  our  political  iasiituiioos,  knowing 
also  the  lore  of  power  whieh  was  natural  not 
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••If  to  mu  ia  his  iadiTidnfi  bat  bJm  hi  his  cor- 
pontfl  capacity,  adopted  thit  wim  proTiaioD  id 
QKT  CoDililntian,  whicb  will  b«  founa  in  the  Srst 
antcle  sad  risth  (ecriini  Ifaereor— speaking  of  the 
nanben  of  CoDgrws  ■nd  ibeir  pnrileoes,  (his 
ocprcwlon  ii  awd:  "Ther  shall  in  aft  cases, 
'  except  treason,  /elony,  aad  Dreach  of  the  peaca, 

*  be  ptif  ile^  from  arrest  during  their  attendance 
'  It  the  (CMtoD  oftheir  respeclive  Houses,  and  in 

*  goisC  'o  and  leitirain^  from  the  tame ;  and  for 
'  anf  speech  or  debate  id  either  House,  theriball 
<  aol  be  qocalioBed  in  anf  other  place."  There 
belDf  ararieiyofotberifflvilegee  seeared  to  (be 
Brhieb  Parlistnest,  and  these  also  being  a  small 
ponion  of  thoie  ennmerated  at  the  time  our  Con- 
■lilDliOD  waa  framed,  and  the  whole  of  the  others 
of  the  British  Parliament  bein^  known  to  the 
ealightened  foandere  of  our  ))oliiical  InstilDlioDti, 
it  teems  to  me  that  the  adoption  of  these  alone  bj 
them,  clearly  eviaced  a  dispotition  that  the  enu- 
merated privileges,  and  those  expiicitly  defined, 
ahonid  be  the  only  one*  aecuted  to  the  member 
of  Coogrets — they  bein^  essential  for  national 
puipoees,  by  securing  his  serttces,  which  were 
eoDceired  of  more  importance  to  the  nation  than 
his  detention  could  be,  which  would  only  exist 
at  the  instance  or  suit  of  a  private  indiTidual, 
and  for  his  bcDcflt  j  when,  by  the  member  bein^ 
prerented  from  attending  to  his  legialattre  busi- 
ness, thirty  or  forty  thousand  people  would  be 
left  without  a  repreaentatire 

Many  arguments  bare  been  drawn  from  an  au- 
stogy  tietween  this  House  and  courts  of  jasiiee, 
possessiDg  the  power  to  Sne  and  imprison  for  a 
contemitt  of  their  aatborily.  I  will  answer  that, 
t^  deuyine  that  any  court  of  the  United  Stated 
«r  of  any  Stale  in  the  Union,  possesses  the  power 
of  fining  and  imprisoning  for  any  contempt,  un- 
less the  power  is  derired  by  the  reeognitioa  of 
the  common  law  ingrafted  in  the  Gonstitutior 
,  giving  that  right,  or  by  statutory  enacimen 
Many  arguments  aleo  have  been  advanced,  ai 
tempting  to  show  that  all  bodies  have  the  inhei 


any  act  which  will  tend  to  corrupt  and  contaml' 
naie  them  In  the  discharge  of  Ibeir  ratious  duties. 
Whilailim  willing  loadmit  that  corporate  bodies 
have  the  same  iabereot  powers  that  a  private  in- 
dlvidnal  has,  io  proiectioe  his  mansion,  which 
wonld  enable  him  to  repel  force,  and  remove  from 
hia  house  any  person  that  invades  his  domicil; 
and  tbai  he  mixht  apponion  his  force  to  the  vio- 
Ince  offered ;  I  am  very  far  from  admitting  that 
either  an  individual,  in  his  own  right,  has  the 
power  10  pDDish,  Dr  that  a  corporate  body  has; 
the  power  of  eelf-preserraiion  and  protection  does 
not  necessarily  give  the  power  to  puaiah.  Can 
there  be  an  example  of  any  corporate  body  that 
erer  did  esisi  in  a  free  country,  or  a  country  of 
laws,  inherently  possessing;  and  exercising  any 
other  than  the  power  of  cetf-preservstion  and  pro- 
tection 7  Was  the  attack  of  John  Anderson  an 
attack  upon  the  corporate  capacity  of  ibis  House, 
that  will  authorize  us  to  bring  him  before  us  and 
pnnisb  himi    Did  it  interrapl  our  deliberations  T 


Was  it  a  ccBteiDpt  which  i>S( 
violence  to  our  disensaioiis  T    Was  it  ia  tlu  v^h 
of  the  Honse,  or  the  porlieD  thereofl    W«  iiui  ' 
thecoiBmitteeroom?   No.   Then  by  vhtt  powtt  1 
either  inherent,  or  upon  the  analogy  A  taansA  ' 
justice,  can  we  have  the  power  to  ponnkl    Sap- ' 
pose,  for  ihesakeof  argument,ajtidKemiDbu  j 
room  at  his  private  lodginga,  and  he  ^nUbe  I 
insulted  by  being  ofleredabribe;  eaaldhe|na\tli  I 
the  pcneu  nnlaiE  be  waa  by  the  Constitutioaoc  1 
law  ntde  a  conservator  of  the  peace,  and  an  it ' 
tempt  to  bribe  was  such  a  breach  thereof?  1 1 
imagine  he  eonid  not    It  only  remains  br  me  )• 
show,  before  I  dismiss  the  first  divisioM  of  tk 
subject,  that  the  hex  PmrUamMoHa,  or  Lawtl 
Parliament  ol  Great  Britain,  eannot  apply  to  tUt  1 
case.    It  is  not  incorporated  ia  our  Cooatitmica,  j 
or  adopted  byanyfeatni«  therec^  (except  gii' 
the   privileges  and  exemptions   clearly  defii 
and  aboutwhich  thet«eanbenodatibt,Jaad  e 
merated  in  the  article  and  aeclion  before  noiii.  _  _ 
by  me.    Tberc  are  with  me  oiher  atrong  TeaisDiil 
why  m  ought  not  to  exercise  or  attempt.xbe  •» 
eretse  of  the  power  lo  puniah  the  accused  ;  it  it 
well  known  there  it  an  honest  difoen^e  of  opioiet  I 
which  pervades  this  body  ;  whether  we  have  tbt  > 
ample  and  compiele  power  to  puniah  for  the  al- 
leged offence ;  it  only  being  tecared  to  na,  if  it  it . 
posscaaed  at  all,  by  eoDstraetiou.    This  Houst , 
are  not  now  to  learii,  that  the  great  Conatitutionil  , 
privilege  of  the  law  of  habeat  oorpua  ia  secnrti  . 
to  ns,  and  can  only  be  suspended  in  tiines  of  i» 
...Inn  ^„A  »k.ii.«n  ,   neiiher  of  which   exists 


lefine^ 
id  eaw 
ioiice4 


Anderson  would  petition,  and  obtain 
from  the  Judge  of  the  District  of  Colutobia,  ttae 
writ  at  habeas  corput,  and  the  judge,  in  the  ei- 
ercise  of  his  judicial  powers,  should  entertain  an 
opinion,  which  all  this  House,  who  deny  the 
power  of  this  body  to  punish,  also  ratertaioi 
would  he  not  release  him  from  bis  confinemeDt  7 
It  is  certain  he  would.  And  what  a  curious  spec- 
tacle, and  1  had  almost  said  farce,  woddwv  hare 
been  exhibiting!  Just  as  we  decide  this  House 
has  the  power  to  punish  the  accused,  and  order 
the  Sergeani-ai-Arms  to  bring  in  John  Andet^oa. 
we  should  be  informed  that  he  was  liberated  fay 
the  judge  of  this  District,  I  will  now  uoitee  (bi 
arffumenis  of  the  geotleman  from  New  fori 
(Mr.  BTOsas.)  If  1  understand  that  gen  tie  ai  sin 
I  think  he  said,  that  the  Constiluiion  of  the  tJni 
ted  States,  giving  Congress  ibe  power  to  maki 
taws  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  pleoar' 
legislation  over  it,  vested  them  with  the    sain 

Ewer  that  the  legislative  bodies  of  the  State 
ve  over  their  respective  Stales;  and  that  there 
by  we  were  vested  with  the  power  coatende' 
for.  1  wilt  barely  observe  that  the  plenary  powc: 
of  the  legislation  over  this  District  is  reared  ii 
the  Congress,  consisting  of  two  branches  thereo 
and  if  the  power  lo  make  Inws  for  our  OoTerii 
menl,  and  the  people  of  this  Diatrici,  was  po 
sessed  by  one  branch  of  the  National  Legislaiur 
the  convention  of  both  would  be  useless;  eitbi 
might  eonveneasd  pass  rcMlutioti^  which  iron 
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1  rastf  ^r  fUMi  IB  Ait 


power 

Jm!  PariiameHtaria  ot  hw  of  Puliamm  of 
Onat  BtiluB,  or  iakeMil,  •df-pnaerfiog,  and 
proMoUBff  powtf,  eaa  immj  om  pvouhiBg  John 
AaAenMi  it  boBf  n>w«d  bj  all  panin  IbM  ihera 
iBiio«tatMMTproTi|i<MTMUq[Sawithit.  ItwHl 
now  be  nf  iatj  to  ahow,  weotaisf  to  ny  UEthAd, 
pointed  oat  in  ibf  camBtnoanHit  of  ih«  a^ti- 
meat,  that  wo  oaght  sot  to  poaoett  that  powor ; 
that  it  wagta  mbo  dar  or  othtr  abako  iho  vary 
fonndatiok  of  oor  poUneal  inatiintioaa.  In  timai 
of  paaot^  bonnoart  »d  quiot  in  the  eonatiy,  no 
da^r  tito  be  appieheadM];  and,  m  long  as  a 
mijonty  of  ifau  Hontc  aro  boaot,  and  diipoaad 
to  prnorva  the  pnriiy  of  o«r  yoHtjeal  inttitntioni, 
thort  ia  no  dMgw.  Theso  weto  not  the  tinea 
wbieb  tbafrainan  of  our  CoMtitntioa  bad  in  new. 

"tttbO 


eonotry,  wbctoia  tbe  priviuga 
CongKM  and  c^  tha  eitiaao  migbt  be  inrolTod, 
Uwi  wa  were  intended  lo  be  teitminad  and  oar 
pQw«n  defined.  Were  we  all  Tuiaoa*,  wen  wa 
all  wiie,  woe  we  all  dispoacd  to  aoi,  now  and  at 
nil  tinea  bcteeufm,  correoilr,  there  wonld  need 
no  ehegki.  Cenaliwiioni  and  lawt  are  ftanod 
for  tbo  prouctio*  of  the  righu  of  tbe  innocent 
nnd  hannlat*,  from  the  afn^eaaion  of  Iho  eorraiA 
and  Turtent  IT  we  exorciae  tbe  power  of  pnnnb- 
ing  for  n  eootempl,  wbich  i)  not  dcfinod,  and  ar- 
Mgnto  to  ounelrM  pririlegei  we  are  not  ponened 
of,  onlf  ^  coiMrDflticai,  where  is  the  (topping 
point?  (^Id  it  Dot  be  extended  to  an  attempt 
to  bribe  w  at  our  homes,  before  we  act  cmi  to  tbi* 
pUoe  1  It  «eoma  to  me  it  might  with  as  maeh 
pronietj.  And  wooU  any  caan  eaf,  tbit  be 
could  tend  for  a  peruo  apwards  of  one  ihooMnd 
iail«a  fion  home,  for  the  eotnmiMion  of  an  oSanoe 
not  known  lo  eiiat,  only  by  a  alraiaed  conatrac- 
tios  ?  It  ku  been  reiterated  in  argument,  that 
we  hnre  the  power  and  onfbt  i«  ponub  this  man, 
to  preaerve  the  iaeormpttlHlity  and  parity  of  tbi* 
Houae  from  aitcmpla  lo  bribe  ne.  Uy  anawer  lo 
this  u,  ibni  we  nerar  shall  legiilaie  onrwlrM 
boneatand  pan;  and  if  we  art  to  keep  ont  «<»> 
Tuption  u  lUa  way,  tbe  pwity  of  tbe  House  is 
not  worth  ptoaeiving:  if  laereunootherindaee- 
moBt  lo  the  Mtformance  of  good  nats  than  what 
is  produced  by  protection  to  tbe  member  ia  pim- 
istiiBf  the  riUain  that  offers  m  a  bribe,  I  fear  oar 
virUona  aoi*  wobM  not  be  many.  Wtiat  good 
«nn  leanlt  ftom  iti  The  honest  oorreot  stales- 
Bun  will,  OB  every  occasion  of  an  act  of  Ihui  kind, 
treat,  aa  the  boaor^e  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  CbuBU  has  done  this,  tha  attempt  with  that 
indignnlion  which  is  another,  amongst  tbe  many 
eridenocs,  of  his  qBalificUieas,  to  dlscharfe  tbe 
trust  repwcd  in  him  by  bis  conslitneBts 
House;  and  the  time  of  its  members  will  again 
be  occapied  probably  tevetal  days  in  discussing 
the  priqniety  of  the  inquirv;  allsides  yidding, 
that  BO  precedent  is  cooBiDiiTely  to  bind  a  fitfare 
Congress  on  this  subject;  and,  shonld  a  proposi- 
tion be  Mnda  by  na  ufamoai  or  eorropt  nan  to 


I  neesssary  or  more  proper  that  we  shoald 
pocsess  the  power  of  pieserrisg  our  purity  ud 
morality,  ibnn  erery  other  officer  of  tbe  QoT- 
erament,  in  whose  purity  and  momliiy  the  conn- 
try  is  materially  interested?  And  why  should 
we  faaTe  powem  and  prinlcgas  wbich  no  othac 
person  in  ibis  QoremnMst  could  w  would  dam 
:__  <,    la  opt  tbe  PicfideBt  of  the  United 


GoTemment  as  a  membw  of  C>ongrea*7  Does 
he  not  dmw  his  power  from  the  whole  people  of 
these  Uaited  Siatee?  Is  ho  not  the  great  Fed- 
eral Head,  possessing  the  exeeatire,  and,  at  tbe 
mme lime, legislatiTe  powers toaoertain extent? 
b  it  not  as  important  tbat  his  paritv  and  morality 
shoald  be  preserved  and  proieoted,  as  the  parity 
aod  morality  of  a  member  of  Coagresa  1  Is  u 
notacompoBent  part  of  tbe  Legislature,  to  all  thn 
practical  purposes  of  lnw-m«kiag7    Cannot  he 

Kt  his  Tcto  on  ail  bills  whiob  bare  passed  the 
ilioBal  Legislature,  and  thereby  prerent  their 
eaaetment,  unless  sanctioned  by  two-tbirds  of 
boib  branches  ihweof?  It  very  frequently  ban* 
pene,  that  bills  pass  by  a  small  nuyority  of  the 
Congress,  and  that  these  bill*,  soma  of  thom,  am 
of  the  ulmosi  importance  to  the  United  Smtes. 
I  will  suppose  one  of  this  deacriptioB  has  pamod, 
and  in  the  maanor  I  hare  meatioBed ;  and  an  oi> 
fer  should  be  made  to  the  Pleaideni  to  wiihhold 
bis  sigDatnre  upon  receiriiw  a  bvge  sum  asn 
bribe,  and  tbe  cDnse^nencevrbb  complying  with 
the  requmt  of  tbe  infamoua  person  who  malua 


m  gross  attempt  to  eonrnpt  the  Chief  Magistnte 
of  Ibis  nation,  for  tbe  purpose  of  prsrenliag  a 
saiaiary  bill  from  possiag,  which  would  coBduea 
to  Ibe  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  pet^et  I 
anawer  that  it  wonid.  Snppoce  the  ProsideB^ 
feeling  the  force  (rf*  the  injury  aHaapted  le  be  ~ 
done  tbe  oounlry,  and  under  tbe  arif-preserrlag 
and  Hoteetlay  P?"'"  '■<>*  Motended  for  by  nanj 
gentlemen  ot  inis  House,  should  ndume  and  ai* 
rognte  to  himself  Ibe  power  of  pnaislunf  ibe  per- 
son, and  shonld  order  him  to  oe  fined  aod  in* 
prisoned  tberefiv.jadgiBgbimidf  of  tbe  magni- 
tude of  tbe  ofienoe  and  the  extern  of  the  puush- 
DkCBL  What  a-  clamor  would  be  raised  by  tbe 
people  of  these  United  States  I  BxeontiTe  pat- 
ronage and  intoence,  so  much  now  egimtsd, 
would  cease  to  be  epotoi  of,  and  the  attention  at 
all  classes  of  people  would  bs  directed  to  an  ia- 

Jairy,  by  what  power,  either  rested  in  bim  by  the 
loniUtutioa  or  the  laws  of  the  land,  did  he  enr- 
nsc  ii  1  Tbe  answer  of  self-preitrr>ag[  and  pto' 
teeting  power,  inberently  possesaed  by  him,  wonld 
not  satisfy  them  ]  and  this  great  Republia  might 
be  eoBTulsed  thereby.  Suppoee  Im  should  be 
walking  io  tbe  street*  of  Wariungton,  and  the 
vilest  ruffian  in  Christendom  should  commit  an 
actual  battery  upon  bim,  or  should  even  enln  his 
house,  or  nKbnr  the  house  assigned  bim  by  the 
Qovernment,  and  in  the  same  commit  upon  him 
an  assault  and  battery,  and  the  President  should 
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order  him  to  j>ll,  and  iaflist  ■  fine  Upon  him,  ■! 
hh  owD  disetelioD.  Wonid  he  hava  (be  power 
todoaol  Tfaereiagodoablbevoaldtiot.  Why 
then  ehoold  webeinveited  with  the  right  of  pre- 
eerrins  and  proieetiaff  oar  prirllegea,  when  offi- 
cer! 01  olher  departmenU  of  the  GorerBmeat, 
eqoallf  as  important  ■«  thai  to  which  we  belong, 
baTe  to leton  to  the  indieial  tribai»ltfif  the  coan- 
trf  for  redren  for  this  rerf  nme  kind  of  attack 
made  npon  then  1  And  by  whom  an  attempt  to 
•xeTcise  anf  other  power  wonU  call  down  tbe 
noirerMl  ezeoratioi)  of  all  penoa*  to  the  coantry. 
Snppoie  an  oB^  thoald  be  made  to  the  direct- 
ora  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  at  Philadel- 
pbia,  to  bribe  tbem  to  discount  a  note  with  insof- 
ieient  Mcarity.  This  ii  a  corpantion  created  bjr 
the  United  States,  »bo  have  aa  interest  in  the  pn- 
ritrofthecooducti^iKdireciors.  Would  tbe  self- 
presernagpower  and  protecting riftht  enable  ibem 
to  pilBlali  toe  offimder  hf  an  act  of  thein,  oneoD- 
Bccted  with  tbe  aid  of  judicial  interposition  1  I 
imagiae  it  wonld  not.  And  I  will  ask,  why  they 
kare  not  this  power  1  Beeaose  it  is  not  essential 
to  the  existence  of  the  iiiatiiDlioo;  it  does  not 
fotlow  as  a  right  incidental  to  their  creation  ;  or, 
a*  gent temeii  nave  it,  there  is  no  inherent  power. 
Another  reascm,  and  forcible  one,  with  me,  why 
we  shoDid  not  ponees  the  power  now  ctmiended 
for  is,  that  there  is  no  law  appriiing  the  eiuzens 
of  tiie  United  States  of  the  extent  of  the  power 
contended  for.  And  the  liberties  of  any  people 
are  in  great  danger  when  the  same  boij  Iws  the 
power  to  aoense,  the  rigkt  lo  make  the  taw,  the 
atitbority  to  adindicate  opon  the  Tiolation  of  it, 
and  the  iireng>ui  to  enforce  it  simalianeonsljr.  It 
is  at  war  with  every  principle  of  oar  political 
institaiioDs,  which  guarantee  the  right  of  the 
hnmblest  citizen  eqnallr  with  the  moat  exalted 
personage.  Some  gentlemen  have  argued,  and 
[tanietuarlf  the  gentleman  from  Viiglnia,  <Hr. 


WTlKI        .  _  _        .  . 

ruDALL,)  that  he  shonid  be  tuwiUing  to  permit 
Ifae  righu  and  tbe  privileges  of  Ibis  House  to  be 
eurtailed  or  limited  by  the  cheek  of  the- Senate, 


o  of  tbe  PrMident,  on  paitiDg  a  Jaw  to 
define  tbem.  So  fer  a*  they  are  wfituS,  I  should 
be  unwilling  mjself ;  bnt  as  every  other  person 
In  tbe  community,  however  exalted  he  may  be, 
is  obliged  to  snbmit  to  an  eneronchment  on  hie 
light,  end  sncb  ai  it  is  maititnined  this  Hoase 
BOW  Mttrmllg  possess  IS  tbe  poerar  lo  punish,  to 
be  adjusted  by  the  adjudication  of  courts  of  jot- 
lice  of  the  eonotry,  I  can  see  no  good  reason  why 
we  should  be  exempt  from  the  same  mode  of  re- 
dress. Why  is  it  that  ihu  land  is  songht  as  the 
asylnm  of  the  admirers  of  freedom  aad  lover*  of 
liberty  of  all  other  conntrics,  who  fly  from  op- 
pression and  grinding  despotism?  It  is  because 
11  is  understood  and  b^ieved  that  this  is  a  eoantry 
of  laws,  based  upon  a  free  Constitution  of  proper 
checks  and  balances,  and  known  to  the  ciiiien ; 
and  that  there  are  no  privileged  order*  Aere,-  and 
that  the  rights  of  the  bamUeet  eltixen  are  equally 
protected  with  tbe  moat  distiogoished  personage. 
Before  I  sit  down,  I  will  object  lo  that  perl  of  the 
lewiluiian  which  points  otit  the  duty  of  the  At- 
loruey  for  ibe  United  Stntee  in  inquiring  into 


and  panisbing  this  nttaekonpen  one  of  oar  aina- 
bers.  Hevios  no  right  or  power  to  punish  onr- 
letves,  and  believing  we  possess  none  m  direct  an 
inquiry  into  tbe  allejved  oflenec,  by  reArriog  it  to 
a  tribnnel  over  whiab  -we,  ei  one  branch  of  tb» 
National  Legidnture,  poesesa  no  control,  and,  be- 
ing nnwilliag  to  prejudge  the  caee  of  any  per- 
son, and  bring  him  to  Ibe  bar  with  the  weight  of 
thia  branch  <?  the  National  Levialnnra  against 
bjm.  I  am  not  willing  to  proeeen  farther  Uian  the 
dieenarge  of  (be  necosed,  being  iboroaghly  eoa- 
rinoed  that  we  do  not  possess,  and  ougbl  not  to 
possess  the  pover  contended  for  bv  gentlemeB 
who  hold  the  other  side  of  tbe  qneetioo. 


Mr.  HoLinn,  of  Delaware,  said  ibnt  he  could 
not  permit  biniaelf  to  pass  upon  tbe  imporleel 
snbjeet  before  tbe  House,  without  sabmjKtBg  ibe 
reasons  nnon  which  the  conviciioa  In  his  mind 
had  been  formed.  He  had  enppoeedibai  the  pres- 
ent question  bed  long  ago  bwn  pal  at  resc,  and 
that,  after  a  solemn  decision  in  the  year  1791^  ia 
a  case  similar  in  its  nature  to  the  preeant,  and 
after  ibe  pnetice  under,  and  repeated  recogni- 
tions of  that  decteion,  for  a  period  of  more  tbnn 
twenty  yeara,  that  the  snbjeet  wonM  not  have 
been  ngmin  disturbed,  and  that  the  power  of  Ibb 
House  to  pnnfsb  a  eontempt  opon  its  own  body 
would  not  now  bare  been  doubled.  Bni.  said 
he,  Hr.  Speaker,  it  seems  that  we  live  in  nn  age 
when  Constitutional  scruples^  and  dosbis  of  the 
powers  of  Congrees,  hare  beeome  fosbionable, 
aad  it- is  not  unw»lbr  of  renurk  that  tbesedoDlMs 
mnltiply  as  we  recede  from  tbn  timee  in  wbicb 
this  instmmeat  was  formed,  and  loeo  sight  of 
those  men  who  assisted  in  its  formation,  when, 
and  by  whom,  it  is  fair  to  infer  its  spirit  and 
meaning  were  ai  least  as  well  underatnod  as  ibey 
canbeat  thepreseniday.  He  thought  that,  what- 
soever rcnsoa  there  might  oDce  hare  existed  to 
apprehend  ihu  the  powere  of  tbe  Oeneral  Oov- 
emment  were  too  great ;  be  believed  there  was 
much  more  reaaon  at  tbe  present  dme  to  (bar  (bai 
ibey  were  not  great  enough,  and  that  tbe  rflipo- 
sition  had  beooae  so  prevalent  to  abridge  our 
CoBstitntioaal  power,  thai  we  ought  lo  be  very 
backward  in  voluntarily  surreodertng  any  por- 
tion of  it.  By  thia  mode  of  eonllaiog  as  to  tbe 
strict  letter  of  the  ComtitntioB  to  take  away  pow- 
ere of  whieb  we  have  been  in  the  exerciso  from 
tbe  period  of  its  formation,  the  power  of  the  Gen- 
eral Govemmeot  was  ia  dnngcr  of  beiag  enni- 
hilated.  Ia  this  way  we  mighi  go  on  loppiof  o£ 
one  by  one,  tbe  braoches  ctf  oar  aathority,  antil 
Congress  would  be  left  a  naked  tnak,  without  n 
timbby  wbiehitafunctiooseonld  beezoted.  He 
would  be  as  unwilling  as  any  gentleman  to  advo- 
cete  an  exteneion  of  iheae  powere  bevond  ibeir 
just  limil%  but  he  was  quite  as  unwilling,  from 
any  motive  whatsoever,  to  eireumacribe  them  lo 
a  narrower  compaas  than  a  liberal  and  reason- 
able constraciion  of  the  Constitution,  aeeordiog 
to  its  true  spirit  aad  import  wonld  justify.     The- 

Sreaeni  attempt  appeared  to  him  to  he  even  more 
logerous,  than  any  that  had  been  prcvioaaly 
made;  it  not  only  confined  ns  with  aaninal  strict- 
ness to  the  objeei*  aetoaliy  ennmetated  in  the 
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Conititatioo,  but  ilso  denied  us  the  mean*  Deeo- 
Mry  to  effect  Ibe  objects  so  delegited. 

The  rewilatioQ  now  before  ibe  HoDte  propom 
to  ditehkrge  Joha  AodersaD  from  the  castodj  of 
the  SergeaDt-al-Anna,  by  whom  he  has  been  nr- 
rested  under  a  wamnt  issaed  bj  the  Speaker ; 
and  it  is  advocated  opoo  two  groandi ;  first,  that 
this  House  has  no  nower  to  punish  Tor  a  eon- 
tempt;  and,  Becondtr,  that  the  warrant  isaued 
without  oath.  The  first  of  these  propositious  has 
been  attempted  to  be  supported  under  those  arti- 
ctea  of  the  CoDstitnlion,  which  provide  "that  no 
person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  Kberiy,  or  prop- 
erty, without  due  process  of  law ;"  "  that  do  per- 
son shall  be  held  to  answer  to  a  capiul  or  otber- 
wiae  infamous  crime,  unless  on  presentment  or 
indictment  of  a  erandjarjr:  "  thai  in  all  criminal 
prosecutions,  the  accused  ihall  enjoy  the  right  of 
a  speedy  public  trial  bv  an  impartial  jnry ;"  and 
"  that  DO  warrant  sbaJl  iuue  nut  upon  probable 
cause  sapporied  by  oath  or  affirmation  j"  and, 
also,  that  as,  by  the  Consiitnlioa,  only  two  priTi- 
leges  are  secured  to  the  members  of  Congrets, 
Ihey  have  no  others,  and  it  has  eren  been  con- 
tended that,  for  a  breach  of  these,  this  House  has 
no  power  to  punish.  I  shall  not  attempt,  Mr. 
Speaker,  said  Mr.  McLanb,  to  deny  the  existence 
or  the  soundness  of  these  prorisioni,  but  I  do  deny 
altogether  their  application  to  the  present  ease ; 
they  are  totally  beside  the  question  now  before 
the  Hoase,  and  hare  reference  to  a  ease  which 
does  not  exist. 

John  AnderaoD  ii  not  now  charged  with  the 
crime  of  bribery.  We  are  not  now  about  to  try 
him  for  a  "capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime," 
or  to  inflict  upon  him  the  punishment  which 
would  follow  bis  eoDTiction  npon  such  atrial; 
iKit  we  are  proceeding  against  bim  for  a  contempt 
of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  this  Honse;  and  al- 
though Ibe  act  which  be  has  committed,  and 
wkicli  constituted  the  contempt,  may  aUo  inToIre 
the  guilt  of  bribery,  ibis  is  a  distinct  offence, 
for  which  he  is  amenable  to  another  tribanal.  It 
would  be  tbeiiuty  of  thai  tribunal  to  arenge  the 
iajary  done  to  the  public  peace  and  morals ;  it  is 
OUTS  to  pTOteei  ourselres  from  the  outrage  and 
indignity  npon  our  deliberaiiTe  functions,  I  hare 
heard,  with  great  surprise,  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Sfbdoer,)  that 
a  man  could  not  be  twice  tried  for  the  same 
oSeoee;  and  that  therefore,  as  John  Anderson 
may  be  tried  for  bribery,  he  is  not  liable  to  be 
proceeded  against  in  any  other  luBDuer.  There 
IS  nothing  more  fallacious  than  this  mode  of  rea- 
soning; for  although  it  may  be  conceded  that  a 
man  cannot  be  twice  pnniabed  for  the  same  of- 
fence, yet  it  is  perfeetir  clear  that  the  same  act 
may  comprehend  within  it  two,  or  even  more 
offences,  each  of  which  is  liable  to  diftioet  reme- 
dies and  different  punishments,  and  Terjr  fre- 
quently before  separate  tribunals.  The  crime 
which  may  be  involved  in  the  act  which  is  the 
ground  of  the  contempt,  is  no  otherwise  no  of- 


it  this  Home  than  as  i 


°H 


tend  to 


aggiavate  the  degree  of  indignity  which 
fered  to  it,  and  the  House  mever  could  proceed  to 


try  it,  as  it  would  not  be  in  its  power  to  infliel 
the  adequate  punishment;  but  it  cannot  be  iudif- 
ferent  to  the  ooirage  committed  upon  its  owa ' 
character,  or  deprived  of  the  power  of  punishing 
it,  merely  because  the  individual  might  be  exposed 
to  a  trial  al  law,  which,  if  he  were  to  nndergo,  it 
would  not  purge  the  contempt.  Snch  a  mMC  of 
reasoning  would  involve  this  inconsislenej^,  that 
for  minor  offences  this  Hoose  might  punish  for 
the  contempt,  but  of  those  of  a  more  atrociom 
character  it  could  take  no  notice.  I  hold  it  to  b« 
undeniable  thai  every  act  which  offends  against' 
the  public,  and  at  the  same  lime  encroaches  npoB* 
the  rights  of  natural  or  artificial  persons,  may  ba 
.  i_  _:.i  _i>  .,..  J  ptnies  who  are 

,  are  distinct,  and 

ihey  must  therefore  pursue  separate  and  distinsi 
remedies,  tn  the  one  case  it  is  a  puUic,  in  the 
other  it  is  a  private  wrong;  in  the  one,  a  publie 
prosecution  is  ibe  remedy,  in  the  other,  it  mtist  de- 
pend upon  the  nature  of  the  person  to  whom  the 
wrong  oas  been  done.  Numerous  Instances  might 
be  cited  in  illustration  of  this  principle,  but  I  will 
content  myself  by  mentioning  one  or  two,  which 
mast  be  perfectly  familiar  to  the  professional  ex- 
perience of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York.  An  assanit  and  battery  committed  npos 
the  person  of  an  individual  involves  both  an  of- 
fence against  tbe  public,  and  an  injury  to  the 
person  upon  whom  the  ontrage  has  been  commit- 
ted. For  the  former,  the  person  committing  tbe 
offence  is  liable  to  an  indictment  and  a  fine  Tor  ■ 
breach  of  the  peace;  for  the  latter,  he  may  Im 
proceeded  against  at  the  suit  of  the  individual, 
by  whom  damages  may  be  recovered  for  the  in- 
jory  Busuined.    These   remedies  may  both  be 

firoseenied  at  the  same  time.  The  case  of  a 
ibel  is  still  stronger.  Here  the  libeller  is  subject 
to  an  indictment,  and  may  be  proceeded  agaioal 
criminally  for  the  offence  against  the  public  p«ea 
and  morals,  and  may  also  be  sued  by  (he  iodiTi* 
dual  slandered  for  the  injury  to  his  repntatioaj 
and  if  tbe  libel  had  relation  to  a  judge  or  coon, 
and  implicated  bis  official  conduct,  or  if  it  mn- 
eemed  any  business  at  the  lima  undergoing  a  jn- 
dicial  investigation,  the  libeller  might  also  be  pro> 
ceeded  against  and  punished  for  the  cootempL 
So  in  the  case  under  consideration.  If  there  haa 
been  committed  a  public  offence,  leave  it  to  ita 
appropriate  remedy,  and  let  us  pursue  that  bf 
which  alone  the  offence  against  this  House  can 
be  redressed. 
It  it 


I  of  this  description.  Thev  can  only  ref» 
to  public  protecnlions  for  public  crimes,  whieb 
member  of  this  House  is  the  subject;  and  yet, 
must  be  proceeded  against  in  a  particnlar  man* 
oer,  and  which  draw  afker  them  tbe  loss  of  life, 
and  most  generally  of  character;  but  they  never 
could  be  taken  to  apply  to  the  snmmary  pn> 
ceedings  for  a  contempt.  A  contempt  is  not  of 
itself  a  crime;  ii  is  not  bo  much  the  act  as  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  is  committed,  and 
tbe  body  who  is  affected  by  it,  that  eonstiiuiea 
the  contempt 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


08? 


HISTOBY  OF  OOKaJEtBSa. 


Cam  q/"  CoIoncI  Andermn. 


JuinjuiT,  I8IS. 


If  ibew  iwoTuioDs  in  the  Coiuiitauoti  were  to 
Im  noeired  in  ihe  Mtue  contended  for,  ibey  would 
»|^f  eqnmllr  to  erery  tribanal,  and  coorts  of  jus- 
uea  would,  loi  this  lesMii,  be  Btripped  of  their 

Ewer  to  puDJsh  for  a  contempt.    Bat  bu  it  ever 
en  contended  tbtt  tbe  powen  of  courts,  in  this 


.        _.  >nleited. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  for  coarts  to  eier- 
OIM  Ihii  power  orer  their  officer*,  in  enforcing  a 
itrici  pcnoTmaace  of  their  daties — and  this,  too 
in  eacea  where  there  are  no  other  remediea.  If  a 
aushal  or  aberiff  collect  money  nnder  execution 
ivoceaa,  and  refoae  to  par  it  over,  the  party  enti- 
tUd  to  teoeire  it  may  either  aae  tne  officer  for  the 
■momt,  or  call  upon  the  eourt  to  interpou  it« 
BOOUBary  powen  to  compel  tbe  paTmeoL  Sir, 
will  eentlemen  deny  the  power  of  inis  Houae  to 
eXCToite  a  fimilar  authority  over  their  officera  7 
Snppoee,  Ur.  Speaker,  an  order  of  thia  House  be 
tgBOfl  in  a  cate  dearly  within  tbe  Constitutional 
eonpua  of  iis  t^isUtive  powers,  such  as  direct- 
iu  a  diiorderty  person  to  be  remored  from  the 
gaUfry,  or  a  noise  under  our  windows  to  be  aup- 
pnsaed;  suppose,  sir,  we  direct  our  8«rceant-«t> 
ArtUB  to  execute  this  order,  and  be  refuses — to 
deny  tbe  House  tbe  power  of  proceeding  aj^inst 
tbs  officer  in  such  case,  as  for  a  contempi,  in  dia- 
i^ying  the  order,  would  be  to  render  it  utterly 
pewnless  and  imoecile. 

Nor,  Mr.  McLaxe  wid,  waa  the  cue  now  un- 
der conaiderttioa  one  of  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
Im  of  an  indiridual  member,  and  could  not  ba 
■ftcUd  by  the  proviaion  in  the  Constitution, 
thoigh  it  should  be  susceptible  of  the  interpreta- 
tion which  had  been  given  to  it.  He  cntBTtsiQed, 
iMWtTer,  no  doubt  of  tbe  power  of  ibe  House  to 
punish  any  outrage  upon  the  individual  meuberE 
dnnng  the  continuance  of  tbe  aesaion.  Bat,  said 
bo,  the  two  cases  of  priTilege  ennmerated  in  the 
CoMtitutioD  are  personal ;  they  are  the  pririlege 
of  the  person,  and  are  rather  an  abridgment  of 
the  prirUece*  to  which  be  would  hare  been  other* 
wise  entitbd,  according  to  the  usages  of  Parlia- 


ment, and  to  guard  agninai  BD 
of  these  ptirueges.  They  were  also  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  member  in  the  fceess, 
Rsd  at  times  when  the  House  could  not  interpose 
U  afford  it.  But  tbe  privileges  of  ibe  House,  or 
the  bodv  of  the  member*  collectively,  are  no- 
wltere  deOoed  in  ihe  Constitution;  tney  could 
not  be  defined,  for  they  were  as  numerous  as  the 
divaisity  of  human  incident,  and  ibey  were 
there&re  left  at  large,  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  existed  before  the  Constitution  itself  was 
Ibrmsd.  He  could  not  doubt  the  House  would 
have  a  rfgbt  to  interpose  in  support  even  of  the 
indiTidual  privileges  secured  by  the  Cooslituiioa, 
ud  to  cover  the  person  of  a  member  with  its 
abield  and  protection,  where  be  might  be  taken 
from  their  body  by  the  power  of  arrest,  or  the 
rude  hands  of  violence.  This  interference  might 
become  necessary  to  our  deliberations;  the  judi- 
oial  power  might  not  be  at  hand,  and  the  slow 


pace  of  legal  inquiry  might  net  afibrd  ■  ranedv. 
At  any  rate  a  court  could  not  prevent  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  offence ;  and  therefore,  onlesi  this 
House  bad  the  power,  the  privilege  would  be  nn- 

Ktory,  and  the  proeeedius  of  this  body  might 
totally  interrupted,  ft  was  not  neeeasar/, 
however,  to  discuss  this  question;  and  he  was 
unwilling  to  embarrass  the  subject  with  tnythisg 
that  did  not  strictly  appertain  to  it. 

Anderson  is  not  charaed  with  a  violation  of 
individual  privilq;e,  but  he  is  accused  of  abroach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House— privileges  which 
entitle  Ibis  body,  in  its  legislative  capacity,  U 
deliberate  nnon  the  important  business  before  il, 
unawed  by  disorder  within,  and  untainted  by  cor- 
ruption without.  Tbe  injury  in  this  iostao 
not  to  the  individual,  Mr.  Wiluams,  but  u 
body  collectively.  It  is  an  attempt  to  poison  tne 
sonree  and  very  fountain-head  of  our  power,  and 
to  prostrate  the  dignity  of  this  House  to  the  in- 
famous purposes  of  briberv  and  corruption. 

The  privil^es  of  the  Honse,  ai  such,  coasisi. 
in  tbe  rigbt  of  protecting  its  own  proceedings,  of 
deliberatiog  in  safety,  and  in  preserving  the  pu- 
rity of  its  deliberations  from  all  interruption.  Its 
power  consists  in  enforeiag  and  exeicuung  those 
privileges.  Sucb  a  power  is  inherent  in,  and  in- 
cidental to,  its  very  existence,  because  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  tbe  due  discharge  of  its  fone- 
tions.  It  is  [he  right  of  self-preservation,  which 
belongs  equally  to  artificial  as  to  natural  persons. 
The  right  and  power  of  preserving  ibis  body  from 
outrage  and  violence,  and  of  preserving  it*  de- 
liberations inconuptible,  is  not  less  than  that  of 
an  iodividual  to  maintain  his  own  self-protection. 

Whenever  a  power  is  raised  for  any  special 
otyecis  and  purposes,  the  means  of  executing  the 
power  are  nec«ssaril)r  conferred  at  the  saata  lino 
as  indispensably  incident  to  its  very  exictenca. 
It  would  be  absurd  to  delegate  powers,  mad  at  the 
same  time  deny  the  means  of  carrying  them  into 
effect. 

tbe  creation  of  political  insiitotions,  iha 
great  fundamental  objects  of  their  existence  unlv 
can  be  enumerated ;  but  the  inatruments  by  wbicn 
these  objects  are  to  be  aceou^ilisbed  cannot  ba 
enumerated,  because  they  cannot  be  foreaeen. 
WbeOj  therefore,  the  great  power  of  legislation 
was  given,  it  cannot  be  supposad  that  tbe  lesser 
power  of  conducting  that  legislation  would  have 
been  denied. 

The  particular  means  to  which  tbe  iustitntion 
must  resort,  in  the  performance  of  its  duties,  innat 
depend  upon  circumstances,  iipon  the  exlgenciea 
of  tiie  times,  and  upon  the  nature  of  the  dntics  it 
may  be  required  to  perform,  which  tlte  clearest 
foresight  could  not  anticipate.  But,  as  a  prin- 
ciple of  general  natural  law,  all  powwi  necenarr 
to  self-preservation  of  the  body  created,  and 
proper  in  the  execution  of  tbe  trusts  confided  to 
It,  are  incidental^  and  pass  as  of  course.  No  Con- 
stitutional  provision  would  be  requisite  to  give 
them,  and,  unless  they  were  denied  in  express 
terms,  they  would  continue  inherently  in  the  na- 
lure  of  the  body  or  institution.  Must  not  their 
necessity  have  been  foreseen  1  And  can  it  be  im- 
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y'mad,  Mr,  tluti  (kty  i^bU  not  htva  boM  ftfw, 
ki  had  not  bMn  4upp»M(l  thsy  would  iMtong, 
of  eoiuw,  to  the  ttody  created? 

It  will  turelf  be  eoneeded  that  ■  power  to  pio- 
ttot  w  in  the  diseheife  of  our  poblie  fanetiou 
exieta  eoqiewheTe;  il  eaneot  be  eonicnded  that 
tbia  Bonas  wu  euamitied  to  the  rieiaaitodea  of 
the  politioel  end  moral  world  wilhoni  aay  pro* 
teetion  wiwtaearer.  Would  aAf  sntlemaa  ax- 
poae  hinucir  to  aneh  a  sitofttion  if  thia  were  the 
eaae.  Bat,  if  thia  Hooae  do  not  ponesa  it,  where 
ie  it  !•  be  foand  ?  Where  U  the  power  lodged  1 
If  not  with  ihia  Hooa^  we  afaouid,  I  fear,  look  in 
Tata  for  it  elaewbeie.  We  eennot  aeck  it  of  the 
eoaria!  Ihay  peaaeaa  nO'  powAr  to  paxiah  a  coi- 
tenopt  ofiered  to  this  Hooae;  it  is  oot  an  o&nee 
againat  them;  it  is  not  %a  offence  agaiaat  the 
fwblic ;  il  ia  aot  an  offence  in  which  damagea  for 
iDdiTidaal  inJDiT  mif  be  reeoreredj  it  i«  not  an 
offenee  fei  wLioh  an  todictmani  would  lie,  or  for 
which  a  ciTil  anil  could  be  inatitoied.  It  ia  a 
matter  ezclnaiTclT  between  tbti  House  and  the 
lodiTidual  bj*  whom  the  met  in  aonmided ;  a 
eoort  of  jnauce  could  not  interfere;  it  would  be 
deatttBie  of  the  means  ofjudguif  of  the  nature  or 
extent  of  the  iDJurr.  Whether  it  be  a  coaieeapt, 
or  in  what  degree  it  mar  iBtarfere  with  our  de- 
Ub#rfttion*t  or  enetoach  npoo  the  prerogalire  of 
the  Hoaae,  we  must  be  the  aola  jodgea^for  we 
alone  can  ka»w. 

Ur.  Speaker,  was  tbe  right  of  preaerTtng  i(a 
own  order  and  ^uiet  erer  denied  to  any  pnUte 
bodjr  7  Nay,  sir,  it  baa  been  admitted  io  aereral 
inaiaecea,  in  the  eoar««  of  thia  debate,  that  we 


aeea  the  power  to  remove  these  vnisporlaDt  ob- 
Btaelas,  it  mnat  be  allowed  na  to  guard  agaiaat  the 
approacbea  of  Tice  and  connption.  Qire  me 
IcftTe  10  My,  air,  thai  the  power  in  each  eaaes  ia 
eren  more  neeeeMUi;  than  in  angr  other.  If,  sir, 
the  libertiea  of  the  citizena  are  to  be  endaDgered 
from  an  abnaa  of  our  powera,  it  will  be  brought 
about  by  the  artifieee  of  eorrnption,  which  ma«a 
its  war  through  the  dark  and  circaitooi  paths  of 
Ttce,  and  seldom  dares  ihe  broad  Ctee  of  power. 

Upon  (his  Houae,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  been  de- 
lolred  the  importaot  duty  of  honeslty  peiform- 
iag  its  share  oi  llie  busineas  of  legislalioD.  We 
are  the  immediate. deposicoriea  of  (he  power  and 
the  rigbta  of  ihs  people,  and  parity  of  l^lslaiion 
ia  oflr  first  and  great  duty.  AoyUiiBg  which 
has  a  tendency  (o  carrapt  or  pollute  oar  ddibe- 
luioaa  ia  aat  only  aubrersive  of  the  rights  of  the 
citiaen,  b«t  destructire  of  all  coofldenee  in  this 
assembly.  Repreeenliag,  as  ve  do,  the  Ameri- 
GXD  nation,  we  cannot  reapeot  ihera  wilhout  re- 
specting ontseUes. 

It  is  admiued  that  we  bare  ihe  power  of  au- 
periniending  the  conduct  of  (ha  members  of  oar 
own  body,  and  may  puniib,  or  erea  expel  ihem 
for  disorderly  coodncL  This,  to  besurc,ua  Con- 
tlilutional  power ;  becauae,  without  this  pra- 
Tision,  if  we  could  hare  exercised  the  power  at 
all,  it  would  have  been  with  fewer  rea(ricliqna 
than  the  CoastituUon  baa  impoaed.    Bat,  sir,  it 


is  aa  ineanbani  upon  thia  body  to  piaaarre  ita 
dignity,  by  goardiog  (he  coadact  of  othwa  ia  i*- 
laiiOB  to  it,  as  ia  ragulaling  that  of  ita  own  memr 


the  perfonnaaee  of  these  impgrtaot  duties,  and 
for  the  proteeiion  of  our  deliberatire  character! 
if  we  debase  it  ouraelrea,  or  seffer  athera  to  d(^  ms 


guilty  of  a  Tiolaiioa  of  our  trust. 

This  power  of  the  House,  then,  Mr.  Speakec, 
is  pntely  aa  incidsoul  power,  derired  from  aa 
inherent  right  to  defend  itsowo  existence,  foanded 
in  a  princii^e  of  salf-preaer ration.  It  ts  do(,  ta 
has  beea  supposed  by  oar  adrersaries,  any  part  of 
the  power  of  iegislaiioo,  bat  an  incident  to  that 
power.  This  doctrine,  Hr.  Speaker,  is  aU-impcc- 
taot  in  ibis  discussion ;  for  it  is  in  this  that  the 
great  error  of  gentlemen,  who  deny  the  power, 
has  takeo  root  They  first  coosidcr  it  a  part  ol 
legiilatire  power,  and  then  agree  that,  ioasmnek 
as  it  is  not  among  the  enumerated  powers  io  tlu 
Consliiution,  il  is  not  possessed.  Sir,  we  are  not 
DOW  ptocaedinK  io  our  legislative  capaeily  in  the 
petformaace  of  our  share  of  any  object  desig- 
oated  in  the  Constitution ;  but  we  are  aboal  |o 
remove  out  of  our  way  a  nuisance  which  iniei- 
rapts  our  peace,  and  prevenla  ns  from  faithfully 
performing  those  duties.  It  is.  therefore,  wholly 
immaterial  what  may  be  the  ODJects  of  onr  legi^ 
latire  power,  specified  in  the  Constitution,  or  ia 
what  degree  iney  are  limited,  sioee  the  right  ta 
effect  those  actually  delegated,  whether  small  or 
great,  would  he  the  same.  Ttie  depee  or  extent 
of  the  legislative  powers  cannot  aSeot  the  right 
of  exerciaing  them;  if  the  House  poaseaaei  aay 
legialalire  power  at  all,  it  muet  poaaeaa  the  means 
orprotectiog  that  power,  whatever  it  may  be. 

Our  power  io  this  rtBpect,Mr.  Speaker,  ia  reftc- 
able  to  the  saina  great  aaaimoa  sontee  wheace 
all  other  bodies  aocTfunciiaaaries  derive  it~-/rotn 
which  it  is  derived  by  conrts  of  justice  and  the  L»* 
glslatnta  (rf  tbA  individual  States,  to  whom  it  ia 
admitted  to  belong.  Conrls  of  juMice  do  out  exet- 
cise  the  power  by  virtue  of  luislatiaD ;  they  pos- 
sess DO  legislative  power,  ana  no  instaooa  can  be 
given  ia  which  they  ever  have  aikad  of  any 
Legialaiure  to  confer  it.  Besides,  sir,  ao  act  of 
legislatioii  is  the  act  of  both  Houses  of  Congreaa 
and  the  President,  or  a  Constilaiional  majority 
of  both  Houses;  but  the  power  now  ptopmed  to 
be  exercised  is  on  the  part  of  tbis  House  alone, 
and  properly  too,  for  nettbar  of  the  other  branebea 
has  any  concern  with  it. 

TheStateLegislatoresexerciae  the  same  power, 
not  as  an  act  ofl^islation,  but  as  an  Ipcideatal 
right;  not  becauae  their  powera  are  unlimited 
and  supreme,  becauae  they  are  neither.  Tliey 
pOMess  only  limited  powers;  they  are  limited  by 
their  own  written  State  c oust itu lions,  and  they 
are  limited  by  the  Constiiutian  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  they  are  subservient.  Sir, 
they  exercise  il  as  a  judicial  act  of  that  branoh 
of  the  L^islatare  whose  privil^es  are  invaded, 
and  il  would  be  pieposteroua  to  contend  that  the 
House  of  ReptesenUtivea  poasesa  lets  meana  to 
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eWTT  '■>■*  •fl^t  <!>•  ppwon  delcgiiMl  to  them, 
thiD  ibe  wne  bnocb  of  sbt  Bute  Lcsul>iore 
wogld  pottESB  to  eieeiite  tbe  objecu  of  ibeir  trmt. 
Thw  power,  theD,  Ur.  SpMker,  being  thai  dc- 
dnced,  it  will  be  foaod  to  m  both  msoDable  ■nd 
mfe,  and  cireameribed  ia  iti  «teDi  br  (be  m- 
wma  ■nd  pnneiplet  in  which  it  ii  faanded  ;  ihni 
will  be  obviRted  oae  of  (he  argDmenti  which  hu 
ben  prcMed  wiib  mu  TebemeDce  upon  this  oe- 
cisioD.  He  alladed  to  the  obMrvation  which  wai 
fint  made  by  ibe  hunwable  geDileman  from  Eeo- 
t«ehf,  (Mr.  Ahdebboh,)  and  bjocc often  repeated 
in  debate,  that  thii  power  was  indefinite,  and,  if 

eiereiied  for  a  day,  it  n"'-"-*  ■—  ' 

greater  length  of  time. 


eiereiied  for  a  da^,  it  miaht  be  for  a  year,  or  ani 

([rcater  length  of  time.    Botthifpo '  ' 
or  a  coDtempi,  being  a  power  for 


Bat  thif  power  to  pnnid 
.  .  _  power  for  our  owa  pro- 
MclioD,  can  only  be  exerclied  mi  long  as  we  are 
ia  danger;  foaaded  in  (he  neeeMitjr  of  our  lelf- 
preteTTatioo,  in  the  ditoharge  of  odt  official  du- 
liea  in  this  body,  it  would  ceate  to  be  eierciied 
when  the  body  ceased  to  perform  its  fonction*. 
aod,  therefore, coold  nerer  be  exereiaed  in  (he  re< 
c«aa  of  CongTeu,  nor  could  any  impriaonment  be 
eitended  beyond  the  duration  of  the  leuioo.  Few 
loatancea  WDOld  ocear  to  render  it  neeenarj  to 
eiteBd  tha  power  ao  far;  there  coold  be  no  dii- 
poaiiion  upon  the  part  ot  the  Honae  to  abnie  it, 
and  if  a  eaae  really  oecnrred  to  render  its  exereiae 
ibaolately  indiapecaable^  it  wonid  be  worae  than 
weakneaa  itself  if  it  did  not  poataaa  it.  The  Hme 
Miwer  may  be  giren  to  all  tha  imaginary  erib 
which  gentlemen  ban  inggeated  in  bringing  Mt* 
aoD*  from  the  moit  remote  parti  of  the  Uoited 
Stalei  for  inanlu  oflered  to  tbe  Repreaeatatira 
tke  recan  of  Congreaa. 

If,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  power  of  the  Hoaae 
to  piiniih  for  a  eootempt  be  eaiaUiabed,  aa  1  ap- 
prehead  it  it,  the  nociae  of  that  power  mnat 
•■way*  be  a  matter  of  aonnd  diacretion,  lo  be  de- 
taraiined  by  tbia  Honae,  in  reference  to  the  par- 
ticoUr  eaae.  What  doea  or  doea  not  amovnt  to 
a  contempt,  will  alwaya  be  a  propn  tnbject  of 
4tliberaiioa ;  and  it  in  certainly  not  difficult  to 
imagine  many  eaae*  in  which  it  wonld,  no  donbt, 
be  improper  for  the  Home  to  exereiae  it,  but  to 
piore  the  cxiatenee  of  the  power  ia  one  onae,  it  ia 
not  neectaary  to  ihow  thai  the  Honae  poaaeeaea 
it  in  all  eaaea ;  if  it  poaaeaa  it  ia  n  eaae  proper  for 
ila  interference,  it  ia  enough,  la  thia  new  of  the 
tnbject,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  becomea  an  important 
qoealioD  whether  it  is  proper  for  the  Honae  to 
•xerciie  the  power  in  tbe  caaa  now  before  them  1 

U^  thia  part  of  iha  eaae,  Mr.  McL.  aaid,  it 
waa  im|)orUBt  to  recar  to  tfaediaUoction  between 
ibe  indiridnal  member  and  body  of  membera  col- 
laetirely;  with  the  former  he  had  at  preaeat  no 
wncen  j  the  insult,  in  this  instance,  bad  been 
o&red  lo  (he  Honie,  throngh  i(s  aathorixed  offi- 
cial organ,  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  he 
eonld  not  well  conceive  of  one  of  greater  enormi- 
ty or  a  fooler  complexion.  This  vile  and  infa- 
moni  altempt  to  Iwibe  waa  not  made  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liams in  hit  individual  capacity,  aa  a  member  of 
this  House,  to  receiTO  hit  single  rote  ;  thotigb,'if 
tUt  had  been  all,  it  woald,  in  my  opinion,  haT« 
Men  n  groas  contempt  of  the  Hoaae  j  but  it  waa 


mada  npon  him  aa  a  public  fnetionarr  af  tbe 
Honae,  in  rriation  to  his  oficial  doty  aa  chainnaa 
of  tbe  committee ;  it  Was  inmded  to  pen'en  the 
deliberationaof  thatcommitttcto  an  act  offrani 
and  iojoKfee,  throijgb  which  pollntiaa  would 
have  flowed  to  thia  Hoose.  Sir,  thia  Howe  bmd 
referred  a  paR  of  its  own  power  and  diiiea  lo 
thia  eommiitae,  to  be  prepared  and  dtgetled  for 
onr  consideration;  and  this  committee,  in  Vh« 
diauhargc  of  these  powers,  bear  about  with  (hem 
the  powers  and  presence  of  the  House  ;  iheit  de- 
liberations are,  in  fact,  the  deliberationa  of  the 
Honae  in  a  different  form  ;  to  this  eommiuee  it 
referred  (be  very  barinett  of  John  Andprsan,«ad 
be  ■(tempca  to  lore  thia  Houe  inta  tbe  commit 
sion  of  a  breach  of  ita  Constitutional  dnUea,  by 
means  of  s  bribe.  It  was  the  power  and  deliber- 
ations of  tbe  Honae  which  it  ma  deeded  to 
aob vert,  and  waa  made  in  their  eonatrneiire,  if 
not  their  real,  preaaoce.  Sojiqioae,  sir  tbe  Houae 
bad  reaolved  itaelf  iD(oa  Comnilleeof  ihe  WAoI« 


upon  the  claima  of  John  Aaderson,  and  tha^  dn- 
ring  our  deliberaltona,  be  bad  eatartd  the  door  of 
the  hall,  and  laid  his  iniamnw  piopuiiioa  upon 
the  desk  of  yonr  Clerk,  or  thrown  it  into  ttu\ap 


of  yonr  chairman  j  would  this  not  have  been 
sneb  a  eoolempt  for  which  we  coald  have  pun- 
ished 1  Sir,  it  ia  not  ksa  ao  beeanae  it  was  made 
to  (he  Committee  of  Claims,  lo  whom  the  sab- 
ject  waa  referred,  with  the  »rae  powcra  aa  eonld 
have  been  eonSded  to  the  Committe*  of  the 
Whole.  Nay,  air,  it  poored  poUotion  into  the 
vary  aourca  of  onr  legislation  upon  ihis  aabjeet. 
If  tba  contempt  be  aa  grest,  the  reaaoot  foe  no- 
ticing it  are  attoager  than  if  it  liod  been  eommii- 
ted  in  anjr  other  manner ;  it  ia  tbroagh  tneh  a 
channel,  if  in  any,  that  it  vooid  he  poaaMe  u 
eoninminaie  the  proceadinga  of  this  Hoaae.  Pew 
petaooa,  however  depraved,  poaaem  ncona  W 
hire,  by  bribe,  a  antBcKBi  switbef  of  indiridnni 
meinbnra  to  their  purpoae;  and  thora  we  stiU 
fewer  who  wonld  parade  a  mote  open  ooora^ 
mora  exposed  to  detection ;  hat  If  ifcey  can  Sad 
your  power  coneantrated  in  the  hands  of  a  few, 
■nd  ineae  few  commanding  the  cottUenee  of  the 
Hooae^  then,  and  then  only,  will  they  be  likely  to 
attempt  their  parpoaes.  lb.  Speaker,  it  ia  not 
beeanse  I  suppose  any  member  of  this  Uoiiaa  is 
accaaslble  by  anch  meaas,  that  I  aay  the  danger 
beeomea  greater  j  the  bigtminded  honorable  eoo- 
duet  of  the  chairman  in  thia  inatance,  is  a  aur« 
pled^  of  the  hie  which  awaita  any  attempt  upon 
tbe  integrity  of  thia  body.  Bat,  aar,  the  int^t  i« 
not  tbe  leaa  beeaiue  it  ia  repelled ;  and  tha  lep^ 
tition  of  Iha  indipiiiy  ia  the  evil  to  be  pMvented. 
Tbe  offer  of  a  bribe  to  a  man  who  waa  cajpaUe  of 
receiving  it,  would  be  no  indignity  to  him.  Sir, 
can  any  man  offer  a  higher  Indignity  to  this 
Honae,  or  meditate  a  more  aeriooa  blow  npon  iia 
deliberations,  than  to  aappose  its  members  capa- 
ble of  receiving  a  bribe,  and  to  make  that  offer  in 
direct  nneqQivoeal  lerma  1  And,  sir,  shall  w« 
"naffer  it  to  pass  without  its  merited  punlahment  t 
tf  r.  Speaker,  moat  we  atand  by,  and  see  the  tor- 
rent of  cormptioa  breaking  looae  from  its  monnde, 
and  rolling  tbroogh  tbia  Hooae,  without  the  pow- 
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ei  ID  ebeek  Ha  prograwl    BIwH  we  batnM  tfa« 

pnrse  in  iMiid,  snd  not  Brrcsr  k»  arm  1  Will  wa 
ftllow  bribeiT  kod  comjitioQ  to  Imtk  ibont  our 
doora,  lod  not  diivA  tfaem  (heDc«  ]  And  «hall 
we  ■nffer  th«  seathm^  of  out  oommiiieea  lo  be 
uaailed  by  tbeir  inaoteDce.  witbont  ahieldia^ 
tkem  with  ibspoweraDdaniboritf  of  this  Hooat^ 
Bir,  if  ever  there  wu  ■  proper  ease  for  the  io- 
tcipoaitioo  of  tlie  power,  it  i>  tb<  one  before  the 
Hooae.  If  we  do  not  eierciaeit  to  tbia  insUnce, 
the  dignity  of  tbti  bodf  ia  proatrated.  and,  in  fn- 
tare,  we  niM  not  onlr  era  the  memDen  of  ibia 
House  with  tirtae  to  apDra  tha  offer,  bat  with 

Sbyaietl  foree  to  poaiab  tba  insoll.    Sir,  it  ii  the 
Dty  of  thia  Hoote  to  do  it  for  tbem ;  and  I  bope, 
oa  the  preaent  oeansioa,  ibey  will  diacharge  il. 

fiat,  Mr.  Speaker,  aema  gaalleiBen  tell  na,  we 
abDald  Ant  legialaie ;  pua  a  law,  aay  ifaef)  and 
then  jron  ean  ponirii ;  and  ibey  even  say  it  iMMii 
fault  that  ibit  haa  not  been  dona  before.  I  aak. 
lir,  why  pan  a  law?  To  nre  na  Ifae  power? 
The  power  mast  pre-exut  tae  law,  or  the  lew 
wonld  be  void.  Qentlemea  tsy  this  Hooae  haa 
no  pswet  to  paniah  for  a  eoniempt,  beeaoae  it  ii 
not  giveD  by  the  Ceaatttoiioa;  iben  anrclf,  sir, 
the  power  to  paaa  a  law  for  that  pnrpoae  la  not 
givan.  Here,  indeed,  a  eaac  migat  be  made  to 
meet  the  Coasti rational  objeetion  ;  the  objeota  of 
OUT  legUlaiiT*  power  being  limited,  we  could  ex- 
ereise  no  others.  Bat,  air,  the  power  being  inci- 
dental, it  moat  exist  withoai  the  law,  and  eonld 
not  be  varied  bjr  an^  act  of  legiiUiion  whieh 
conld  be  paiaed.  It  la  a  power  foonded  in  the 
elcrDal  principle*  of  aclf-preaeiTation  and  self- 
protection,  and  ao  law  eonld  either  enlnrge  or 
dinialah  iu  extent ;  nor,  air,  could  a  Uw  operate 
•Ten  to  deSne  the  paniahment,  aioee,  as  1  bare 
already  shown,  ibis  is  deftned  by  the  very  nature 
of  the  power  itself.  Why,  then,  I  repeal,  sir,  paaa 
a  law?  It  eould  onlf  aerre  m  the  mle  of  our 
own  conduct,  with  which  no  other  person  eonld 
bare  bdt  possible  conoNa.  Sir,  1  doobt  very 
Biieb  wnether  the  Senate  woald  not  tend  ns 
back  each  a  law,  aa  tending  to  catabliah  a  prinei- 
ple  anbveraive  of  ikeJr  own  powcra  of  aelf-proaer- 

Bome  gentlemen  have  also  said  that  we  cannot 
proceed  to  pnnbh  for  a  contempt,  without  baring 
prenonaly  established  some  rule  open  the  sub- 
jCDt,  Boder  ibfl  power  given  in  the  Conatitation, 
to  make  all  neceaary  rnlea  for  onr  own  proeeed- 
iags.  But,  sir,  theae  mle^  in  giving  power,  woald 
even  be  leas  tbaa  a  lawi  and  if  it  be  admitted 
that  we  eonld  proceed  under  aueh  a  role,  it  is 
coBelnnve  that  the  power  was  poaaesaed  inde- 
pendent of  it  Sir,  theoaiure  of  arnla  ia  topre- 
aeribe  merely  the  conn*  which  we  will  be  will- 
ing to  pnraaeia  the  execution  of  out  pawera,aDd, 
if  Ibis  be  esiaUiabed,  either  by  a  wiitlen  rule  or 
by  long  naage,  the  end  is  aaawered.  Oive  me 
nave,  ibeo,  Mr.  Speaker,  (o  inqoire  if  there  doea 
Boi  now  exiat  sneb  a  rule?  Sir,  wbat  is  the  rote 
of  '96?  Then  the  Hoase  exercised  a  similar 
power ;  and  ii  being  the  &iai  occasion  for  the  ex- 
ercin  of  the  power,  they  (Keaeribed  a  rale  at  th« 


lime,  wkioh  baa  been  adhered  to  la  all  inba». 
qnant  times. 

When  we  eoasider,  Mr.  Speaker,  ike  men  by 
whon^  and  the  lime  at  which,  thto  rule  wia 
adopted,  it  deaerves  mueh  more  censideraiion 
tbaa  an  ordtoary  rule  of  this  Honae.  Sir,  when 
this  role  and  this  precedent  was  established,  the 
Qeaetat  Qoveroment  bad  but  joat  risen  into  life ; 
ihe  appreheanona  of  the  powers  which  had  been 
delegated  lo  it  were  yet  aetire;  the  jealousy  on 
the  pan  of  tba  State  goverotaeots  was  in  full 
rigor )  and  none  of  tboae  pataiona  which  had  been 
exciini  in  the  course  of  the  struggle  ibrongh 
which  this  great  insirument  had  to  pass^  bad  anU 
sided.  Many  of  ihoae  men  who  aaaisted  ia  exer- 
eisiag  thb  power  on  that  oeeasion,  had  coDtrib. 
uted  iheir  share  in  forming  the  CoDslitntion  ;  by 
them  it  had  been  sifted,  either  in  the  eanvention 
or  in  the  States,  aeetioB  by  section,  and  they  not 
only  knew  what  power  it  meant  to  coafer,  bat 
wbat  power  it  woald  be  dangerous  to  give  under 
tu  Id  such  a  time,  under  such  fediegs,  and  by 
such  men,  was  this  rule  adopted;  and  I  besiiaie 
not  to  say,  that  to  my  mind  il  comes  clolbed  with 
Ihe  highest  anthority. 

But,  it  is  said,  air,  that  John  Anderson  haa  beeo 
arrested  witbont  an  oath,  and  that  he  owht, 
therefore,  lo  be  discharged.  I  will  freely  confess 
that  this  is  the  only  part  of  the  subject  upon 
which  I  iiave  bad  any  difficulty ;  and!  wilt  not 
diH;uise  from  the  House  that  I  at  first  entertained 
very  great  doubts  of  the  [mprlety  of  the  course 
we  have  puraoed.  I  am  now  petfcetly  saiiafied 
that  in  this  caae  no  oath  waa  neeeasary,  bat  thai, 
if  it  were,  it  is  not  now  a  good  groand  to  author- 
ize hia  discharge. 

Sir,  the  proTisien  in  the  Conatitntton,  npou 
which  ihia  objection  is  founded,  ean  hare  uo  r»- 
ferenee  to  a  case  of  thia  description  ;  it  relate*  to 
the  ease  of  an  artc*^  upon  the  Information  of  an 
individual,  upon  the  auapioion  of  a  crime,  for 
'  which  the  part^  is  to  undergo  a  trial  by  jury,  or 
anffar  the  punisbment  iocideat  to  sueb  offeneea, 
and  ibe  oath  is  required  in  aid  of  probable  eanae 
onlj^;  it  ia  deaigucd  to  prevent  justice*  from 
iaaning  warraata  upon  Blq>hl  gronnds,  or  where 
there  doea  not  exist  substantial  proof  that  Ihe 
patty  ia  liable  to  arresL  But  whenever  the  proof 
la  plenary,  either  in  the  knowledge  of  the  party 
isaoing  the  warrant  or  from  facta  indubitable,  an 
oath  ia  not  neeeasary.  Sir,  there  are  many  easea 
in  which  arrests  are  made  without  any  warrant 
at  all,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  conservator*  of  the 
peace  lo  do  so,  wbenever  they  believe  the  enda 
of  inatice  require  it. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  arrest  indi- 
riduala  under  proeeia,  in  eivit  suits,  without  oath; 
and  it  is  done  upon  the  principle  tnat  the  Cousli- 
tutional  preTision  relates  exclaaJTcly  to  the  caaea 
of  crimes  or  ofieoees  agaiasl  the  R^iabiic. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  ibis  objection  doea  not  go 
to  oar  jiower,  nor  doea  it  deny  the  propriety  of 
exercising  it  in  this  particular  ease,  but  merely 
relates  to  the  irregalariiy  of  its  'exercise.  But, 
Bir,if  it  has  been  sbown  that  the  present  is  a  case 
in  whiel^  the  power  should  be  ezetcieed,  then, 
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tlN«(li  tbe  abJMtIm  might  b*  mod  uaiMt  tkm 
umt,  it  u  DO  rauon  wh j-  the  Houm  wavld  not 


DOW  detain  the  priaoDer.  It  doM  doi  follow,  b«- 
OtBM  th«  umt  wu  illonl,  thkl  ihtnTora  dte 
putT  ihoBld  be  dfaehaifM ;  for  MNwithitudiag 
the  lUegalitr  of  the  ermt,  If  the  Hoom,  umb  -- 
l&qaiif ,  «boald  be  niiified  that  the  indiTidnal 
gailt^,  thof  will  detain  and  proceed 


l&aoiif ,  «boald  be  niiified  that  tbo  indiTi< 

Ciilt^,  thof  will  detain  and  proceed   to  \. _ 
m.    Ur.  Speaker,  ihii  ie  not  onlr  a  soDnd  pria- 


oiple  of  law,  but  it  is  ihf  practiee  in  enrv  part 
of  our  cooBiTf.    Snppoec  a  nan  aTreaiod  aad 


eomDiiited  bjr  a  jnUiee  of  tbe  peace,  witboat  oath, 
DDd  ii aftawatde  ttkea  betm  a  j~' 
babeaa  oorpu ;  if  the  jodge  ■koal< 


ttkea  bettn*  a  indgo  opon  a 
_  the  jodge  ekoald  be  niiilod 
BD0eieDt  groand  to  detain  him, 


that  there 

woald  be  remand  the  priioner.  notwithelaadiag 
the  origiaal  anctt  waa  in^puarl  Sir,  ihie  Is 
DeeeewTf  to  the  ends  of  jasUee ;  and  if  it  were 
otherwise  the  greatest  criiunals  would  be  per- 
mitted to  escape. 

HariDg  the  power,  then,  Hr.  Speakar,  let  us 
fasmg  John  Andeiaon  to  the  bar  ^  this  House ; 
if  be  admits  the  Aet,  all  dlffienltf  will  be  r«- 
moTcdt  if  be  Jsnies  ii,  we  oan  then  preeeed  to 
prove  it,  in  legal  form,  and  infliet  npon  him  raeh 
a  pwushmeat  as  the  high  airoeity  rf  hie  oSbace 
may  demand. 

1  am  too  soDsiblc,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  the  great  in- 
dnlgenes  which  the  Hoaae  has  already  eitended 
10  me,  to  trespaie  any  tongn  upon  their  ifaM. 
Bat,  air,  I  eannot  coDclodc  witnout  remiadiDg 
gentlemen,  that  the  eyes  <d  this  nation  are  now 
torsed  to  onr  condnet.  tber  foel  the  iDdignity 
whkh  has  been  offoed,  and  Uier  will  expect  at 
ou  hasde  each  a  eenrse  ss  will  wipe  oat  the 
insnit  and  prereot  its  recarrence. 

Mr.  Aliujidu  btmi,  of  Virginia,  said  it 
was  with  relnetanco  he  rose  loaddtese  theHonsei 
bat  the  qoestioB  had  become  rtij  important;  oa 
iha  one  band  were  the  nivilegcs  of  this  Hoase, 
oa  the  other  the  rights  of  a  eiuzen.  He  wonld, 
ihcrefbre,  reqaest  tbe  attaotioa  of  the  Hooso 
while  he  delitered  his  opioim  apoa  the  qnestion 
before  ib 

He  wooU  first  notiee  die  otneations  that  bad 
been  made  to  the  warrant  on  whleh  John  Ander- 
son had  been  arrested  and  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  Haose.  It  had  been  said  that  the  arrest  was 
iUeMl,  becaoae  tbe  mmmt  was  not  issned  on 
oath  Off  afirmation.  Ht.  S.  said  ho  woald  eaU 
tbe  aitentioa  of  tbe  House  to  tbe  fonrth  ardcU  ef 
the  ameDdDteatt  to  the  CoDstitntion,  on  which 
that  ottjeetioo  rested.  It  was  ssareh  warraals 
Uiat  wei*  prohibited  to  bo  issued  withoat  oath  or 
affinnatioii.  The  article  dcelaies  the  right  of 
the  people  to  be  seonia  in  tlieir  persons,  booses, 
p^wre,  aaj.  tifoeta,  against  nattasonaMe  eearohes 
and  saizates;  that  no  wnnaM  shall  issoo  but 
apoD  ptobaUe  caase,  eoppoited  by  oath  or  affir- 
maiioD,  aid  pariicolarly  deeeribing  the  place  to 
be  searched,  and  the  peraoas  or  things  to  be  seized. 
He  eoattndtd  that  i^e  arliele  did  not  extend  to 
warrants  iMoed  bj  a  coort ;  that  if  a  grand  jorr 
sboold  make  a  preaentiaent  of  their  own  knowf- 
odge,  of  a  eaiHlBt  crime,  the  court  would  iseue  a 
wanant  for  tbe  apprejiension  of   the  ofiender, 


withoot  oath  or  olbraatioB ;  and  that  ease,  he 
said,  was  sirailar  to  the  present,  where  the 
Speaker  had  imood  bis  warrant  hj  tbo  otdei  of 
the  Honse,  on  satisftciorr  eridmoe. 

It  bM  been  eoiilended,Ht.8. said,  that  (he priril- 
eges  seemed  by  tbe  ftflh  and  sixth  artklss  of  the 
Biaendmcats  to  the  Comstitaiion,  will  bs  vtolaiod, 
■boold  we  paniah  Andereon  for  a  »ateapt  or 
Ibis  Honse.  It  is  therein  prarided,  that  noae 
shall  bo  held  to  answer  for  a  aapilal,  or  oAai- 
wise  iabmoos  orioM,  oalees  on  a  pteseatmasi  or 
IndietiiMntofafnnilJRrf ;  and  that,  in  all  crim- 
inal ptoaeealieas,  the  aeevsed  skstl  enjoy  tbe  right 
ton  trial  bjr  jarj.  UcS.saidtheoljieetof  thoea 
articlea  was  to  prerent  moeeealioaa  in  such  eoeoi 
by  inforBMiioB )  that  the  artielo  wbieb  raqniras 
a  preoentmoBt  or  indictmeiM,  wsold  not  apply  la 
the  ease  of  oae  charged  in  the  federal  conrta  with 
hitbiog  a  jodge ;  fbt,  as  the  offeaee  wae  only  pwa- 
tsbaUe  bf  ftno  and  iaqwisoDmeBt,  it  is  not  stseh 
an  "  iniamoos  crime"  as  can  tmlj  be  pMseantad 
br  preseotment  or  iadictioeitt.  And,  said  Mr.  &., 
tbm  «rtieln  bare  no  relation  to  this  enee,wliteh 
Is  a  proceedtng  agaiast  the  ptiM»er  for  a  coa- 
ten^it.  All  the  cooRs  ia  all  the  Sutes  pnoiA 
psrMiDs  for  oontemple,  by  iae  and  Imptiwiaeiil^ 
at  discretion,  without  an  oath ;  soeh  procoedii^ 
are  bjr  no  means  to  be  reganled  as  crimlaal  pres- 
eenltons,  within  tbe  meaaing  of  the  aaundmenti 
to  the  CoDstiUtUiB. 

It  isconieaded,  said  Hr.  EL,  that, aa certain  priv^ 
ilegesofmembersof  both  Houses  are  numerated 
in  the  Cooatilntion,  Ibtj  are  entitled  to  bo  other 
pnvileges,  and  tbai  the  House  has  no  pririlt^es. 
The  privileges  enoneimied  are  personal  ^vi* 
lagee,  each  ae  are  plaadaUo  ia  the  State  ceait^ 
or  aav  other  ooarts,  and  were  iBaaned  ia  the  Coa- 


thai  tbershonU  he  so  pleadable.  Tbs 
prieUegas  of  the  Hoosa  ate  aot  deiaed;  it  was 
Terr  P'OP*'  i'**'  ">*T  ■h«"U  bo  left  oadefaed. 
It  woald  hare  been  dutgemu  to  bare  atieoiptMl 
in  defiae  Ihemj  for  no  bnmaa  fotaelgbi  eooU 
foresee  the  rarieos  ways  n  which  tber  might  ba 
violated.  The  digaily  and  seewity  of  Caagrass 
requires  that  tbe  jHiviJeges  of  iba  two  Boasee 
ibeold  msain  uadefinad ;  iheiriese,  each  Hoaaa 


is  left  lo  judge  of  its  own  pririlegea,  and  to  datai- 
raioe  what  is  a  eonteiapt  against  itedf. 

Br  the  Mb  saciiM  of  £e  tList  artiole  <tf  tbe 
CoDStitntioa,  eaoh  Hoose  is  the  judge  of  the  elee- 
tiOBS,  cetans,  aad  qvaliieatiaas,  of  its  own  mem- 
ber»  a  majonlf  to  eonetitate  a  gautnm  s  small- 
er nnmbsr  majr  eompel  the  attwdaiNC  ef  abeeot 
memfaan^  ia  such  aaaoaar  and  aador  siwh  peaal- 
ties  as  each  Hoose  OMf  imvida.  Saab  Hooe 
may  determine  the  nileeofiis  proooediage— poa- 
ish  its  members  for  disorderly  bebavioar^—aod 
IwoKhirdi  majr  espd  a  member.  By  the  secoad 
seotkiD  of  the  same  article,  the  Hoose  erf  Rupn- 
seutadvesmarchooseiuownoffieers.  TheHouse 
tf  Represeniatives  is  a  court,  having  aathofity  to 
jo^o  the  Repfesentatives  of  the  poeple— bsviag 
aatSorilv  to  send  for  any  one  of  them— to  arrest 
him  at' the  distaacoof  a  thonsaad  mile*— to  brigg 
himhereiBobains— sod  toiaipTisoahfm.  What 
farther  ponidtmenu  aad  pemBTties  they  might  in- 
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IKct,  I  will  not  inqnln.  'RieHMneicaMm^wlrii 
uiiharirr  to  tr;  c«>nis  mdm*,  to  anmt  cenain 
penoDi,  -and  lo  inftiet  caruia  pnalakmcata  ud 
Mnaliin ;  in  other  wordi,  il  is  a  eoirt  of  limiled 
jnrfidietlon,  a*  all  comts  are.  Why  ahall  thia 
ooart,  tha  gr«atmt  of  all  oonrls,  be  dfnied  the 
power  poaamed  bf  ererf  olhn  court,  of  protect- 
ing itt  anthotitf  bf  panishia^  coatraints  1  Shall 
>  memtor  of  thia  Hoosa  be  poDtihable  for  disor- 
derly eoBdaet,  and  crery  rafliaD  who  nay  ap- 
proach it  be  at  fbll  liberty  lo  behare  as  dimnlerly 
•■  ha  pleaaetl  The  power  to  pnniah  a  nembet 
was  expreuly  giren,  becaaae  otherwite  the  Howe 
might  not  uve  pesaetaed  it,  «a  a  court  eannot 
pnniih  one  ofita  paenban.  The  right  lo  poaiah 
otbertfbreoMe«Mtilwaaaoi  ueeesary  logire; 
it  reralted  Aon  the  power*  eipreuly  giree. 

Why  ia  it  thai  thii  power  10  pnoiao  for  eon- 
teiDpt,  by  fine  aaid  impnaoDOent,  ii  givea  to  erery 
«anrL  even  to  (hoae  of  the  moat  limited  Jnriadie- 
ttoa  7  It  ia  becaBM  ibe  adininiairatioB  01  jastiee 
ahould  be  aaered.  That  ia  the  chief  end  of  goT- 
erninent ;  and  If  that  faila,  all  the  other  powcn 
of  government  are  nseleu.  Therefore  the  court, 
howeTer  limited  its  joriadiction,  ia  not  under  the 
Deeetaity  of  dependiogon  aoyolher  bodyof  men 
for  proteetioD^  If  yon  werc  to  ereet  a  coart  tor 
the  regnlation  of  tbe  markela  in  the  City  of 
WiabingtoB,  it  would  ponea*  this  power,  alchoDgti 
not  npreeaty  glTen.  The  power  of  protection 
moat  be  present,  and  ita  exacotion  inataocaneoaa, 
or  it  e«n»ot  be  eAetaal. 

The  Mowe  of  Represeotatires  ia  a  coart,  ere- 
-ated  b^  the  Conelitation  and  tbe  people,  and  haa, 
aa  toddenul  to  it*  creation,  the  power  possesaed 
by  all  other  eoarts  of  proteeting  ilself  from  iater- 
Toption  and  ioaolt.  Every  ressott  in  faror  of  the 
pomeGaion  of  this  power  by  a  court  appliea  with 
equal  force  in  favor  of  the  claim  of  the  like  power 
by  a  legiBtative  body.  Aa  the  eoorl  cannot  hear 
and  datennine  withoni  order  and  aafety,  eo  the 
le^alative  body  cannot  deliberate  and  decide 
witboai  order  and  safely.  Tha  creation  of  a  legia- 
htljve  body  alone  eoofet*  privileges  on  tbe  body. 
The  power  to  legialate  inelndes  the  right  to  de- 
libente,  to  delMte  fVaely,  under  no  reatrainl,  fear, 
ot  iDOveaee.  Tbis.perfeet  tteedom  eaonot  ejitt 
wilheni  the  right  of  aelf-proteetion.  The  )e^s- 
lativa  power  Miog  expressly  given,  the  meana  of 
legisklioii— (be  power  to  exeeate  the  poirer  ex- 
preaaly  fjren— is  alto  given;  it  is  an  incidental 
power.  Hence,  the  Hoose  haa  the  right  to  pre- 
■erve  the  liberty,  the  safely,  of  it*  members,  and 
dteir  iBtodBfrem  nndne  iaflaenee. 

The  Hoose  mnsi  have  proteetion ;  to  that  end 
II  mnst  ba  able  to  protect  itself.  A  free  Legiala- 
tnre  cannot  exist  withoai  the  power  of  prorecl- 
iag  itMlf.  To  look  to  the  Bzecaiive  or  tbe 
Judiciary  for  proteetion,  would  be  for  the  aaperior 
power  to  look  for  protection  lo  ihe  inferior.  Con- 
gress preaeribes  the  other  departmeoti  their  rale 
of  action,   and  is  nDOveslioaably  the  aonreme 

ewer  of  the  nation.  If  Noteclion  to  the  Legis- 
lure  is  afforded  by  the  Sxecntire  or  Judiciary, 
il  most  be  by  law,  Bui  Congress  had  a  risht  10 
imeeiian  before  the  law  exUied,  before  tSe  J«- 


dMary  exfated,andbeftifetiM  President  bad  any 

legal  power.  Gongraas  then  had  a  right  to  pro- 
tect itself;  it  atUl  has  the  lame  right 

The  House  of  Representatives  possesses  tbe 
same  power  to  punish  conietnpts  that  the  Brilisb 
Home  of  Commons  dees,  and  for  ihe  same  rea- 
son, not  because  it  is  the  common  taw  of  Eng- 
land, but  because  reason  (the  basis  of  the  common 
kw,  thai  pve  this  power  to  the  Hoose  of  Com- 
moot,  as  ineideotal  10  their  legislative  power) 
gives  it  also  lo  this  House.  Every  State  Asseat- 
My  bas  the  same  power,  and  several  of  tbem  have 
eiemised  it.  But  it  is  said  thia  power  is  derived 
from  the  common  law,  which  is  not  the  law  of 
Ihe  Federal  Qoverament.  It  is  Iriw,  the  oonrta 
of  Ihe  United  Stalaa  cannot  take  et^nicance  of 
erimea  which  exist  only  tt  Ibe  common  law, 
because  ibeir  jurisdieiion  is  specially  limited  to 
certain  desorilwd  eascK  and  to  eases  arising  under 
the  Cansiittttten  and  laws  of  the  Uaitcd  Suies. 
But  tbe  eoniMU  law  was  the  law  of  those  who 
framed  the  Constitution — of  tboae  who  adopted 
it— and  it  is  in  force  here.  It  was  tbe  law  of 
Maryland,  and  is  in  force  in  tbe  District  of 
Colombia. 

Bome  protecting  power  seems  to  have  been  eon- 
ceded  to  the  House  ey  all  those  who  have  opposed 
the  exereise  of  it  in  John  Anderson's  case.  One 
gantleman  allows  that  we  hare  power  to  cIcm 
the  galleries,  because  our  rales  anlbotire  it.  Then 
the  Honse  must  hare  possessed  Ihe  power  before 
the  pavoge  of  the  rule,  or  else  the  rule  could  net 
have  been  paased.  Does  Ihe  Constitution  eonfina 
our  power  10  the  galleries?  Does  reason  eonfiae 
our  power  to  the  gaUeries  1  Another  gentleman 
will  extend  out  authority  aa  far  from  the  House 
BB  «  alone  csn  be  thrown :  he  will  preterre  the 
windows  of  the  Hooee.  Another  gentleman  will ' 
go  as  far  as  the  parUtiu  of  the  House.  Why  not 
Ko  as  fat  aa  the  lodgiag-Tooms  of  the  members? 
Why  not  esicnd  it  as  br  as  tbe  beuads  of  the 
Diatriel  of  CalnmbiaT  One  gentleman  would 
poniah  the  offeader,  if  a  member,  as  be  came  to 
the  House,  should  he  be  so  disaUad  as  to  be  inoa- 

SUe  of  Btieoding.    The  gentleiuau  did  not  in- 
lans  that  he  would  puaisbfwleaa  than  a  total 

disabT'^-        ' -■ 

pnnia 

ber  aa  he  cana  M  the  House,  with  intentiaa  t* 
preveat  the  mamber  from  votug  on  a  particokr 

Snesiion,  even  altho^  he  should  escape  on- 
nrl? 

It  sasns  then  to  be  admitted  b)F  all  that  tbe 
House  has  some  proteelimg  power;  wedifisrpriu- 
oipaUyaatatheexteatoflhepower.  IfihsHrase 
bas  any  proscctiog  power,  it  is  not  beeanaa  it  is 
epeciairy  given,  for  none  is  apeeially  given )  it  is 
because  the  power  is  essenual.  Then  the  House 
bas  aone  proteeting  power,  because  it  is  essential ; 
then  it  bas  oU  the  proteeting  power  that  is  esaen- 
lial.  The  power  whieh  we  contend  for  is  deeiaed 
eaaentiaL  besaose,  naUss  a  legisUlive  body  cms 
protaat  itself  against  aseanlt^  interruption^  and 
'"-"'*-  ■•  cannot  ai»' 
cu  sail 
t  an  tatruder. 
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by  the  Uoitod  Slates.  Aie  we  mllr  without  mt 
tulboriif  beie  but  tbat  of  leoaau  at  will  1 

It  bai  bees  objeeicd  ibit  the  privilege!  af  the 
House  are  not  defined,  eiihei  by  tbe  CaDBticaiioD 
or  by  ibe  laws.  I  aaswer,  it  would  bate  been 
daigetous  to  bare  defined  those  priviieges  by  tbe 
CoDstilution,  end  ibey  eaonot  be  defined  by  law. 
A  law  cauDot  coafer  ihe  power  that  we  atek  to 
exercise.  Coogtess  cannot  by  law  gira  aoy 
power  to  Congress.  This  1  suppo&e  to  be  eri- 
(jeot.  Neither  can  Congress  pats  a  law  tbat  the 
Bouse  of  Re  presents  lives  can  carry  into  execu- 
tion. If  you  pass  a  law,  that  must  be  for  carry' 
ing  into  eieeuiioo  some  of  Ihe  enameraied  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  the  GoveroiiKBt,  ot  of  aome  de- 
partment or  officer  ef  Ibe  OoreninenL  There' 
loie,  so  law  can  be  pawed  for  Darrying  into  exe^ 
ention  the  powers  of  this  Hoiue.  No  law  can  be 
pufed  presciibing  how  this  Honse  shell  judge  of 
elections  i  bow  it  shall  compel  the  atteulance  of 
taembersj  or  what  penalties  or  punish menia  it 
^all  inflict  on  disorderly  members.  Tbe  Con* 
■titution  leaves  all  sucb  questions  to  be  decided 
by  each  House  respectively.  Each  Hoose  shall 
determjae  the  rules  of  its  proceedings. 

If  yon  pass  a  law  on  the  sabjeot  of  the  privi- 
leges of  tbe  House,  you  csnnot  carry  ii  into  exe- 
ention.  Tbe  Judiciary  must  jadge  of  it — (he 
Executive  officers  must  execute  it.  By  attempt- 
ing to  pass  a  taw  on  the  subjeet,  you  submit  the 
privilegee  of  ibis  House  to  the  judsitunt  of  tbe 
SeQite,  and  tbe  privil^es  of  each  House  to  tbe 
opinion  of  tbe  PresideaL  The  Judiciary  ean  only 
redress  wrongs  long  after  they  are  coramilted ; 
liu  House  requires  present  protection,  anil  it 
W9uld  be  extremely  unjust  to  intrust  the  privi- 
lege* of  tbe  House  lo  the  Judiciary. 

It  is  now  twenty-two  years,  aaid  Mr.  S.,  since 
the  House  of  Representatives,  sitting  at  Philadol- 
pbia,  decided  in  Randall's  ease,  by  a  majority  of 
■car  fire  to  one,  to  punish  a  persoa  who  attetnpted 
to  bribe  a  meiaber  at  his  lodgings.  That  was  a 
case  in  point,  and  entitled  to  tbe  greater  weight 
as  DO  party  cousidetalioas  entered  iuto  the  de> 
cisioo,  and  >a  equal  number  of  members  of  both 
parties  were  in  tbe  msjority.  It  it  aleo  worthy 
of  remark,  that  that  dcaision  took  place  at  Pbila- 
delphis,  where  the  Congress  did  not  possess  that 
exclusive  right  of  l^is»tion  which  it  posseseii 
here.  Tbe  authority  of  that  case  bas  not  been 
ahaken,  but  hu  been  repeatedly  confirmed.  In 
some  subsequent  eases  no  punishment  was  iO' 
Aietedibut  tbe  right  to  punish  fMContenpts  was 
waerted,  if  tbe  facia  require  it. 

I  bave  heard  it  said  tliat  preeedeoU  oaanot  sei- 
lle  a  CoDstiiutionai  question.  Sneh  qneetions 
are  legal  questions,  and,  when  frequently  decided 
tbe  same  way.  .should  be  regarded  as  settled,  at 
tbe  law  sboultl  become  aeitain. 

Let  us  see  if  lite  offence  of  John  Anderson  it 
not  a  contempt  against  this  House,  and  one  of  tbe 
most  atrocious  kind.  What  is  a  contempt?  An 
insult, I  presume — a  wantof  duerespeck  Aadet- 
soo  bas  teen  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
aelected  as  Chairman  of  tbe  Committee  of  Claims, 
who  ate  Id  examine  and  report  on  all  ~ 


■Miinet  the  Trcneary  {  eeleeled  to  fiU  a  station,  of 
all  others,  requiring  to  be  filled  by  a  maa  of  in- 
tegrity  and  capacity.  AndenonoSera  to  thisgea- 
tteman  a  bribe  of  five  hundred  dollsn.  is  not 
this  tantamount  to  saying,  that  there  is  not  a  man 
of  iaiegriiy  in  the  House  of  Reptceeoiaiivea?  b 
it  not  equal  to  as  cxpresa  affirmation  that  there 
is  not  a  member  of  the  House  who  caanot  be 
bribed  with  five  hundred  dollars,  to  betray  the  in- 
terests of  bis  country  1  What  eontempt  coald  be 
offered  lo  tbe  House  mater  than  tbisi  None 
greater  could  be  ofifer^.  Every  member  shotdd 
feel  tbit  intuli. 

Had  Afiderson  committed  a  hundred  morder^ 
or  robbed  a  hundred  temples,  the  <^Bee  which 
he  would  bare  commitiad  i^ainst  society  WMiU 
have  been  less  tbao  tbat  which  he  bae  aiiempted. 
He  hat  attempted  to  corrupt  ibis  House,-  to  ren- 
der the  Congress  of  the  Dnited  Slates  nnworiby 
of  their  sacred  trust,  and  a  disgrace  to  iheoation. 
The  traitor  who  should  advance  in  arms  against 
this  Oorernment,  would  be  justly  less  odioya  tban 
he  who  would  attempt,  by  corruption,  to  destroy 
iis  virtub 

1  hope,  said  Mr.  B.,  tbe  inquiry  will  proceed, 
and  tbat  we  shall  Inflict  on  the  ofleuder  such  poi- 
ishmeot  as  we  have  autfaoriiy  to  inflict. 

Mr.  Settlh,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  bs  was 
aware  that  the  lata  hour  of  the  day,  and  the  pro- 
tracted stue  of  this  debate,  made  it  an  uufavor 
able  lime  for  n  youog  member  to  make  bis  Snt 
essay  but  he  hoped  the  Honsa  wooltl  pardon  him 
in  asking  iheindulganceof  their  already  wearied 
and  almost  exhausted  patience  for  a  snort  time. 
And  while  be  could  not  have  tbe  presumption  lo 
believe  he  sbuuld  b«  able  to  change  the  decided 
opinions  of  others,  he  would  net,  tiierefore,  de- 
cline submiiling  ibe  reasons  which  woald  detei- 
mine  bis  vote  on  this  question ;  one  which  he 
conceived  involved  the  powers  of  this  House  le 
protect  itself  free  in  iu  deliberaltoaa,  by  panitb- 
ing  for  contempts,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  ri^ls 
of  a  citizen  on  the  other. 

In  tbat  cDUDiry,  said  Mr,  S.,  from  which  we 
derive  some  lights  tn  the  science  of  jurisprudeiMe, 
if  not  in  thai  of  legislatisa,  the  courts,  from  ibe 
most  limited  jurisdution  up  to  tbe  hifn  coofl  ef 
ParUament,  claim  and  exercise  the  right,  as  In- 
cidental and  inberen^  to  ponish  for  eoaienpu  le 
their  auiboriiy.  And  in  this  eonntry  all,  from  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  sitting  in  jndgneni  on  the 
trial  of  warranit,  np  to  tbe  Supreme Conrlof  the 
United  Suiesj  and  all  legislative  bodiea,  have 
heretofore  claimed  and  exercised  tbe  tune.  Ur. 
S.  said  it  seemed  lo  be  a  eoircet  principle,  bot- 
tomed on  reason  and  sanctioned  by  precedent*, 
that  all  legislative  bodies  aod  all  courts,  eilbn 
under  tbe  constitution  of  a  State  or  tbat  of  lbs 
United  States ;  and  whether  those  courts  inke  for 
the  rule  of  their  decision  tbe  common  ot  atauK 
law,  have,  by  the  act  of  their  creation,  the  rigtit, 
ipto  facto,  10  protect  themselves  fr«m  riolenw 
and  iadignities,  by  punishing  those  aau  a*  con- 
tempts to  their  authority.  Bdr.  S.  said,  whenerst 
a  right  is  granted  ot  duir  eajoioed,  everytbiaf 
necessaty  lo  4ba  fair  and  perfect  cnjeymeat  of 
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the  right,  ei  to  tkt  ftithful  and  hoMtt  parform- 
Bnc«  of  ih«  dntf,  i«  nceecmrilr  eoMwned  in  the 
grmnt  or  injaoetion,  ir  ihera  b«  na  exupfioiiJi 
elcarlf  Mid  expnnljr  isade.  H»  Mid  be  wonid 
illaairue  iha  eorreeiiMM  of  thii  poaition,  bf  mp- 
poainp  ibe  an)iMr]r  eaM  of  eoatrsct  between  two 
titdiridaua  wherebfimeahoBid  grant  to  the  other 
K  part  of  hn  land,  eniirdy  •arronnded  b;  (be  m- 
idue  of  tbe  trasi,  and  witboat  uf  acraeaieat  ai 
to  right  of  traj ;  the  grantee  would,  of  ririae  of 
the  grant,  here  tbe  right  la  oia  all  nietwry 
tneaKi  t«  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  the  eetaie 
gniated.  Or,  he  taid,  if  one  of  our  Oanerali,  or 
other  officer*,  in  leading  oar  army  to  any  point  to 
meet  an  eneny,  iboold,  in  the  diMharg*  of  his 
daty,  find  it  neeenary  to  accelerate  tbe  tranepor- 
tatioB  of  bit  troone  by  apanin^  rosda  tbnagh  tbo 
territory  of  the  SiatM,  and,  in  the  fnnhar  dji- 
cbarge  of  his  daty,  ahould  think  ii 


not  aelflct  theae  cmcb  Cor  the  reaaoB  that  be  bad 
any  prefetence  for  tbam  to  otben  equallr  illoe- 
ttmtira  of  the  eoneetoeM  of  the  poNtion  he  had 
tftken }  and  he  md  ii  wme  diSeali,  if  not  itnpoa- 
sible,  to  &mi  or  hnagine  a  caea  ia  whieb  ihaae 
righu  hare  net  nDirormly  licen  coneidared  aa  in- 
herent in  all  gmnta  of  power  or  iaierert,  and  in 
all  injnnetiona  of  duty,  unlaai  esprcMly  and  nse- 
qnirocally  denied. 

The  framen  of  oar  Coutitntien,  with  these 
imprflMioB*  a*  firmly  fixed  on  ibcir  mindi  na 
were  ibe  prinaiptc*  of  Tirine  in  thaii  hearts, 
frftotcd  tbe  iDitroinent  aoder  which  we  sit ;  and 
have  (heiehy  given  this  UcMue  a  right,  not  mere- 
It  from  coarlciy,  bat,  by  the  4ih  section  of  tbe 
Aral  article  of  that  insirDment,  enjoined  the  aot- 
emn  and  important  dvty  on  ns  of  forming  a  sep- 
armte  and  independent  braneb  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Siatei,  to  meet  once  a  year,  to  delib- 
erate on  tbe  rights  and  intereaia  of  tbe  citiiena, 
and  to  nsr  our  cflbrta  in  ibe  paaaage  of  laws  cal- 
ealated  to  protect  and  aeenre  toe  same.  He 
aaid  it  leeiaed,  then,  ciearly  and  ncoeswrily  to 
follow,  from  ihia  daiy  imposed  on  thii  Hoase  by 
the  good  peofde  of  the  united  States,  that  it 
posaeseed  Ute  right  to  protect  iteelf  in  iia  delibar- 
ationafree,  aa  well  fraiB  iaierrapiion  which  might 
be  produced  by  noiaa  in  the  gallery,  in  or  ahoat 
the  Hoose,  bb  from  any  of  Ihoac  eSeols  wbieb 
might  poBsiUf  nanlt  from  attempt*  to  practise 
on  the  integrity  of  its  members.  Bat,  Hr.  8. 
aaid,  it  has  beoB  stated  that  tbe  Hooaa  doe*  nat 
derirs  Ibis  power  to  pnaiih  tat  coatempt*  from 
any  elanse  in  the  CoMtitntioncXBreaaly  aadape- 
eificaUy  giving  tbe  aaine.  This,  kesaid,  wasnol 
denied ;  and  it  wa*  eqgally  ttae  that  there  were 
inaDypowcrswhieharaiioieipre8ilygiT*Bby,bai 
may,  notwithstanding,  be  legitlisately  exercised 
onder  the  CoMiiiniiAn.  He  aaid  tbat  inatrn- 
meni,  1st  articla,  3d  acciion,  girea  this  Uoose  tbe 
sola  power  ot  impeaehmcDt.  Can  ii  then  be  de- 
nied the  power  tu  aend  anfapeenaa  for  wiineiae^ 
and  ttAptuku  dmaa  Uatm  for  wiineaaea  and 
papen,  to  enaUe  it  to  exaieiae  tbia  right  of  oti^ 


H.  or  R. 

inaUag  Inpeaehmeats  agafnat  the  delinqieM 
(Acera  of  the  QorernmeDL  Avaln,  if  the  wit- 
neaass  subprnnafd  to  appear  ttefore  yon  should 
refuae,  contemn  yoar  anthoriiy,  and  aei  yon  at 
defiance,  I  aak  if  this  Honae  has  not  tbe  author. 
ity  to  attach  tbe  witness  for  hiscontempc  ?  And, 
further,  if  the  witneea  so  aLtaobed  should  be  r«a- 
ened  from  the  cnaiody  of  tbe  SergeBni-at-Arma, 
if  this  Honae  has  not  the  power  to  puniah  for  a 
contempt  to  it*  anthoriiy  the  peraon  *o  commit* 
ting  tbe  rescne  ?  He  nid,  with  due  deference  to 
the  opinloDB  of  oibers,  he  waa  decided  in  bia 
eoarictioB  the  House  could  eoaatiiotionally  ex- 
ereiae  iia  anthoriiy  in  these  inataBccs,  in  the 
maoner  be  bad  juit  stated  j  not  from  any  specific 
^rani  in  the  CoosiituijoD,  bot  under  tbe  author- 
ity of  a  right  inaepatably  connected  with,  and 
incidental  to  tbe  power  of  this  Honae  to  origi- 
nate impeBchmBBta, 

BiptMd  and  dcfencelesa  vonld  be  theaitoa- 
tion  u  this  House  without  tbe  power  contended 
for,  liable  to  all  tbe  embarraaaoenta  which  mal- 
ice or  corraption  could  invent,  and  if  not  entire- 
ly ^ereuted,  greatly  obstructed  in  the  discharge 
of  its  tegiilatira  doiics ;  without  ihia  power,  yoar 
aeveral  com  mi  lie  ea,  naefnl  and  oeeeaaarr  atizilia- 
riea  to  ihia  House  in  the  dtaehatge  of  i<«  dniiea, 
would  be  wholly  unprotected  \  and  without  thia 
power,  jronr  committee*  who  wait  on  the  Chief 
fixeeuliTewithresoluiionsjTeqaaatiaghimtoaauae 
to  be  laid  beforelbis  House  ometal  infoTmeiion  on 
maitera  deeply  afiVcting  tbe  interest  of  ihia  na- 
tion, and  requiriog  legialatire  iaierference,  might 
be  prercoied  from  exreuiiag  their  doty,  and  com- 
pelled to  return  to  ihia  House  by  ibe  conduct  of 
aome  deaperate  indif  idoali,  vnder  tbe  influence 
of  -malice  or  corruption.  He  aaid,  ha  would  not 
mention  any  other  ease  in  addition  to  those  al- 
ready aiaicd  by  ihe  gentleman  from  Haasacbn- 
setta(Mr.  Uoijiaa)  demcnatratiDg  the  exposed 
and  feeble  condition  in  which  this  House  would 
he  [riaced,  and  the  conaeqnent  suipenslon  of  pab- 
lie  busineaa,  without  the  power  to  protect  itaelf 
and  pnoiab  contempts.  He  conceded,  however 
finiahed  tha  powers  of  tbe  House  mi^ht  be,  no 
eircnmataneea  could  justify  tbe  exereue  of  any 

_.. ij^  jjj  (,y  ,-jj^  impltcation ;  but 

.  .  .  _  preierTUioB  is  ao  natural,  rea- 
aoaable,  and  •aeeniial  to  tbe  existence  of  ibb 
body,  and  ao  clearly  given  by  the  aet  of  its  crea- 
tion, nothing  abort  of  an  espreas  denial  wouM 
aaom  toaathorize  us  in  deciding  that  it  dees  not 
belong  to  the  Hutisei 

Sir,  aaid  Mr.  8^  the  power  on  the  part  of  thb 
House  to  protect  itself,  by  renwviog  disturbsneea 
whieb  are  created  wiibin  Ibe  walla  of  the  House 
ami  without  tbe  walls,  is  conceded  by  (hesnp- 
poitera  of  theae  reeJutiuna;  but  (bey  limit  your 
power  even  to  remore  by  the  walla  of  the  House, 
and  deny  all  auiboriiy  to  punish;  and  to  prove 
the  oorreeiaaaa  of  tbia  position,  our  aitebtion  baa 
been  called  to  that  clause  in  tbe  Coaaiimiiao, 
giving  10  this  House  ihe  power  of  punishing  iia 
own  members,  and,  wiih  the  eoncnrrence  of  two- 
thirds,  of  expelling  a  member;  again,  to  ttiat 
datiaa  which   privileges  Bepreaentative*  from 
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Krreti  in  ciril  new,  uid  from  bei^  qoMtieacd 
tot  aay  ipeecli  or  debate  in  tbe  Honae  in  any 
otbei  place;  and,  further,  they  Mtj,  the  power 
contended  for  ii  diMreiionary,  nnd  onght  not, 
therefore,  to  be  exercised.  He  said,  be  would 
leave  the  kMonents,  drawn  from  ilie  first  propo- 
■iiion,  on  the  gronnd  on  which  they  had  been 
placed  by  tlie  conelDsiTe  answer  given  to  them 
by  the  gentleman  from  Viicinia,  (Mr.  PinDALi«) 
That  toe  framers  of  the  Conttitution  intended 
to  give  the  power,  and  to  obviate  all  doubt  which 
might  have  arisen  from  the  want  of  an  expieu 
grant  of  it  to  ihia  House,  to  punish,  and  even 
e^iel,  a  member  poiaessing  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  here  with  his  judges,  and  aoc  thereby 
(o  deny  the  right  of  the  Honse  to  protect  ilseu 
frern  the  violence  and  abase  of  all  others.  In 
telalion  to  tbe  second  proposiiioa,  he  said  be 
could  little  more  than  repeat  the  aitswer  of  the 
answer  of  the  gentleman  front  Massacbusells 
(Mr.  Holhbb)  to  all  the  arguments  deduced 
Herefrom. 

These  privileges,  said  Mr.  &.,  enumerated  in  the 
Consiiluiion,  are  personal,  attached  to  the  R^ 
Msenlative,  and  attend  him  wheievei  he  mav  be, 
whether  in  Washington  City,  Boston,  or  New 
Orleans,  and,  if  their  privileges  are  violated,  all 
eonrts  are  bound  to  aeeord  to  the  Representative 
the  benefit  of  his  privilege  j  and  thvf  cannot  be 
considered  as  excluding  or  disparaging  the  power 
of  this  House  to  punish  for  contempts.  Mr.  8. 
said,  allhoDgh  we  bad  been  feelingly  and  elo- 
quently told  this  diserationary  power  was  with~ 
OBt  limitation  as  to  the  nature  sod  extent  of 

Enithment,  and  the  eiecation  of  a  citizen  wonld 
ss  legal  under  its  exercise,  as  would  be  a  rep- 
rimand from  the  House,  or  imprisonment;  he 
could  not  but  believe  there  were  many  limita- 
tions marking  its  extent,  iadependenily  of  the 
nany  checks  and  corrections  which  this  di*cre> 
tion  in  iiaelf  affords.  This  Honse  cannot,  for 
aay  offence,  under  any  circnmsiances,  inflict 
greater  punishment  than  imprisonmeni  daring 
the  session  {  and  he  hoped  tbe  time  never  would 
arrive  when  the  bonndaiies  to  the  powers  of  this 
House  would  be  transgressed.  Even  the  tyrant 
himself,  regardless  of  tbe  ordinary  limits  of  bii 


elitution,  denying  the  power  of  inflictli>g  wuel 
and  uiyust  punishments.  He  asked,  wMtcfore 
aoeh  alarm  and  apprehension  at  the  disoretionary 
power  of  this  House  T  Are  we  strangers  to  iti 
existence  in  this  country,  and  hare  only  heard 
of  it,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  case  of  Coloael 
Aadetsonl  No,  sir.  The  legislative  bodieeand 
courts,  evsr  since  their  first  esiablishraeitt,  and 
justices  of  the  peace,  since  their  first  appoint- 
meat  in  this  country,  have  been  and  are  now  con- 
stantly in  the  exercise  of  the  same.  He  believed 
it  never  bad  been  used  oppressively  in  ihisooun- 
try  ;  and  while  it  preserved  order  and  decorum 
in  their  bodies,  it  rather  promoted  than  injured 
the  great  cause  of  civil  liberty ;  and  he  hoped 
the  power  contended  for  would  at  all  times  be 
used  by  this  House  to  attain  tbe  same  tbjtcutot 


whuk  it  is  oonfesnedly  vested  In  eatuta  aadetber 
Icfulatire  bodies. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  baa  been  said,  that  all 
the  difficulties  and  embarrassmcBU  ia  which  the 
Honse  wonld  be  planed,  by  the  adoptfoa  of  tlic 
iwiociples  for  which  the  friends  of  these  resoJn- 
lions  contend,  can  be  remedied.  H»wT  basked; 
by  going  before  n  justice  of  tbe  peace  ia  tbe 
District  of  Colnnbi^  and  entreating  him  to  is- 
lerfere^  with  tbe  authority  of  his  power,  to  pio- 
teet  this  HoBse ;  aad  it  will  be  done  acooidiiigly. 
Yes,  sir,  suspend  the  impeitnni  bneinMa  of  ilus 
House,  to  go  before  a  justice  of  tbe  peace,  tat 
be  bound  over  a«  wimesaas  to  the  eont  of  which 
this  justice  may  be  a  nembar,  to  proeeente  a  coa> 
icmpt  to  this  HoHe  I  Mr.  8.  said  be  conld  net 
believe  it  was  the  inieatioB  of  the  wise  framcn 
of  our  Constitution  to  have  jdaced  tbia  Hooat 
in  that  condition. 

He  said  it  was  not  his  iotaation  to  refioet,  ia 
the  slightest  degree,  on  the  motivea  of  tboaa 
from  whom  he  diffeted  in  opinion  a«  thi>  qtivs- 
tion ;  and  altbongh  be  could  not  belMva  with 
them,  ia  tbe  eooclssireiMss  of  th«ii  arfBmeBls, 
to  deprive  this  House  of  the  powet  eoaiCBded  fiir, 
be  oould  not  but  admire  the  aontce  (roaa  which 
they  arose,  it  is,  said  be,  a  virtnoiu  aad  acia- 
pulous  regard  for  tbe  tights  of  a  cttiMa  j  bat 
beiieriafc,  as  he  did,  that  tbe  power  contended 
for  was  inherent] jr  possessed  by  the  Hauac,  deaiiy 
derivable  from  the  power  wbioh  created  it,  and 
coeval  with  Us  extsUnce ;  and  that  the  same  bas 
not  been  reserved  or  taken  away,  expreaslv  or  by 
implicatioa,  he  could  but  so  decide ;  aad  if,  after 
examining  the  case  of  the  accused,  be  be  piilty 
of  the  offence  ohaiged  agaiaat  bim,  iw  sud  be 
would  vote  for  soch  puni^upent  as  the  effimce 
merited,  and  the  power  of  the  Hooae  autkorixed. 

Mr.  RaurosaaextjtomakeamoticHi.  It  was 
with  reluctaoee,  be  said,  beaUenpted  toMy  any- 
thing relative  to  a  sabject  that  had  already  been 
so  ably  discussed.  He  did  not  eqieet  to  offer 
anything  new  in  the  debate  that  tuid  eecnpiod 
the  House  several  days.  The  object  he  baa  in 
view  waa,  that  tbe  Hooae  should  cobm  to  a  dc- 
terminate  conclusion,  and  end  this  debate  bjr 
changing  tbe  fotm.of  tbe  propoeiiioa  cawauted 
in  the  preamble  to  tbe  rcsolotion  Badee  conaide- 
ration.  The  present  propositioa,  Mi.  R,  said, 
was  a  negative,  ai  leaet  of  a  doubtful  nature;  be 
therefore  would  move  toanunditbystrikiagoat 
the  words  "entertaining  great  dooHa  of  its.'  if 
this  amendment  is  made,  said  he,  tbe  piopaei  tion 
will  then  be  aCimuive,  and  the  aifumairt  oa  aa 
affirmative  proposition.  To  attempt  to  pron 
that  tbe  House  of  Repreaentatires  has  power  in 
this  cas^  seems  like  an  attempt  to  piove  that  the 
son  now  shines.  A  powet  to  pnnisb  far  con- 
tempt^ said  Mr.  R.,  ueeessatily  and  eaaentiaUy 
exists  in  the  Honse  of  Re^esentativea,  utd  is  an 
attribute  ai  ib  being.  The  Honae  of  RepreM&t- 
atives  is,  by  the  Constitntioa,  the  aoveicigii  peo- 
ple of  these  United  States,  in  their  repreeanlatiTe 
capacity ;  a  contempt  of  this  Honse  is,  tberefore. 
a  contempt  of  the  sovereign  people  in  the  aQre- 
gate.    Strange  then,  said  he,  appeara  the  rcaaon- 
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itg  ihKt  dasiw  to  th»  Home  ihe  pomr  to  pmiih 
for  Boniempt.  The  p«oplfl  of  th«  Dnit«d  States 
u^aioad  sad  ntabluhed  th«  Const  i  in  lion,  in 
order  to  foriD  «  aior«  perfect  anioD,  eatebliib 
jniliee,  ii»are  doaestic  iraDqaillily ,  proride  for 
the  eommoD  deftnee,  promote  tbe  general  wd- 
Are,  end  aeetire  the  Meninf*  of  liberty.  The 
Gonstitniion  gives  ezbteoee  to  the  Congreis  of 
the  United  Siatei,  of  which  this  Home  U  «  co- 
ordinate bimoeh.  And  ahall  this  House  not 
haTe  power  to  do  jnstiee  to  ittelf  for  contempts  1 
Shall  it  not  have  power  to  iosare  its  own  irao- 
qnillitr  against  contemptnoasdistorberB'?  Shall 
it  not  hare  power  to  pnivide  for  its  own  defence 
against  anf  attempts  to  riolale,  bf  contempts,  it* 
nghls  and  ptiTJIeges?  Shall  it  not  hare  power 
to  seetire  to  iiaelf  the  liberty  of  free,  pure,  and 
■oeormpi  legislation  1  Let  the  answers  be  made, 
said  Mr.  R.,  the  eonelosion  is  ineritable.  Free, 
pnr^  nocorropt  l^islatioo,  reqtiires  the  existence 
of  this  power,  as  an  essential  atiribate. 

Mr.  BAKHona,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  hoped  the 
Honsa  woold  indnlge  Dim  a  short  lime,  whilst 
be  eodearoTcd  to  answer  some  few  of  the  most 
prominent  aigmnenta  which  had  been  arged  on 
the  other  side  of  the  qnestioo. 

He  said,  that  oneof  tbepotltioos  wfaiehhehad 
ukeo  iba  other  day,  ia  argameot,  was  thin,  that 
lh«  Consiilntioa  of  the  United  State*  had  seco- 
laleljr  defined  onr  ptiril^es,  aod  that  the  aei 
eompbtiaed  of  was  not  a  breach  of  the  pririlcges 
tims  defined.  And  how,  sir,  has  it  been  attempted 
to  drive  me  from  this  position  1  Why.  the  mem- 
ber from  Massaofansetts  (Mr.  HoLUEn)  has  said, 
that  those  were  the  personal  privileges  of  the 
members  I  that  I  hey  were  ^irtnioihem  for  iheit 
proieetion  when  out  of  the  House,  and  when, 
therefore,  the  Home  coold  not  protect  them.  Sir, 
an  attention  to  the  language  of  the  Coaatiiatioa, 
in  which  these  pririleges  are  defined,  will  show, 
beyond  (he  posubility  of  qaestion,  that  this  con- 
ainictiott  cannot  be  snstaioed  ;  for  one  of  them, 
that  ia  exemption  from  arrest,  is  given  to  mem- 
bers, not  only  whilst  going  lo  and  returning  from 
the  House,  but  expreariy  also  during  their  atten- 
danee  at  its  session ;  thns  it  was  most  palpably 
that  ihia  oof^  at  least,  bdooged  to  them,  as  well 
in  as  oat  of  the  House.  The  gentleman  had  «t- 
umpted  to  draw  a  diatinetion  betweea  the  priv- 
ileges of  tbe  members  and  those  of  Ihe  Hoase ; 
he  said,  he  did  aet  well  understand  what  was 
laeani  by  thbdiaiinotion  ;  he  thought  the  Honse 
had  no  other  pririlegea  but  those  wnieh  beloDged 
to  the  menb^  of  which  it  was  oomposed.  lie 
thoi^hi  too  that  it  would  not  besaffleieat  to  prove 
privilege ;  gcntlemea  must  prove  power ;  for 
whal  ia  the  qoeslion  between  ut  1  II  i:>,  whether 
the  Hoase  of  Bepteseoialives  has  power  to  paaish 
aa  inattlt  oBbnd  to  one  of  its  members.  Now, 
sir,  the  very  nature  aad  meaning  of  privities 
imply  only  immnniiy,  or  safety  to  the  person  who 
poesraseait;  thus,  exemption  from  arrest,  ezem^ 
tioD  from  qoestion  elsewhere,  for  anythinp;  said 
in  debate,  are  privileges;  that  is,  they  are  immn- 
nities  and  proiectioDs;  bat  they  are  of  a  character 
uiierly  dlslinol  from  that  active  {ffinoiple  of  pow- 
IStli  Coa.  Ist  Sbbs.— 23 


er,  whieh  mnst  be  proven  on  the  other  side  to 
justify  this  House  in  inflicting  puaiihment  for 
any  insatt,  either  to  oaeof  itt  members  or  to  iuelf. 
We  are  then  brooghl  to  the  real  question  to  Ibis 
case — which  is,  has  tbe  House  tbe  power  con- 
tended for  or  not?  He  had  aitempled  the  other 
day  to  show,  that  the  powers  of  this  Honse  were 
marked  out,  and  that  the  one  contended  for  was 
not  amongst  them.  Qeatlemeii  were  constrained 
to  admit,  that  it  was  not  expressly  given,  but  con- 
tinued to  press  Ihe  doctrine  of  inherent  powers. 
What,  sir,  is  tneaai  by  this  lernt  inherent  ?  If 
bv  it  be  meant  any  powers  independent  of  the 
Consiitmlon,  then,  taid  he.  I  utterly  deny  the 
proposition.  Before  that  instrnmeol,  this  Honie 
did  not  exist ;  of  eonseqaence,  tbe  same  creative 
instrument  which  called  it  into  existeDce,  im- 
parled to  it  its  powers,  and  prescribed  lo  it  the 
roles  of  its  action.  But,  ray  gentlemen,  the  mere 
creation  of  this  Honse  implied  certain  powers  as 
necessarily  incident,  and  without  which  it  could 
not  fulfil  tbe  purposes  of  its  instilulion.  He  said, 
ha  had  indulgedj  the  other  day,  in  a  style  of  ar- 
gument, which,  if  he  mi^ht  be  allowed  tbe  ex- 
pression, he  would  call  inlerrogative.  He  had 
then  naked,  and  he  now  repeated  the  question, 
what  powers  could  be  more  ineideat  to  this  Honse 
than  those  of  cbooiing  its  own  Speaker,  and  de- 
termining its  rules  of  proceeding  7  And  yet,  aa 
he  bad  said,  these  were  expressly  given.  He 
was  satisfied  that  these  powers  were  of  that  na- 
ture, which  gentlemen  would  call  incident;  if 
they  were,  he  asked,  (and  be  hoped  he  should 
receive  an  answer,)  why  some  of  the  incidental  or 
adherent  power.i  were  given,  and  others  were  not 
given,  bnt  were  left  to  be  aoaght  for  by  means  of 
implication  and  doubtful  construction  T  Bnt,BBy 
gentlemen,  a  legislative  body,  wllhout  the  means 
of  self-defence,  withoutthe  powers  of  Belf-protec 
tion,  is  an  anomaly  in  the  political  woild  ;  and  we 
are  asked,  do  we  mean  to  deny  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  tbe  possession  of  those  powers? 
He  said,  that  he  denied  them  to  the  extent  con- 
tended for,  and  he  denied  the  exercise  of  them  in 
Ihe  manner  contended  for;  that,  in  his  argument 
the  other  day,  he  had  not  discussed  tbe  right  to 
legislate  upon  the  subjects  of  contempts  and  out- 
rages committed  against  Ihe  House  ;  it  was  not 
the  question  before  us.  The  question  in  this  par- 
tienlar  case  is,  not  whether  we  hare  a  right  to 

Cass  a  law  upon  the  subject,  but,  whether  we 
ave  now  a  right  to  ad  upon  it ;  not  whether 
Ihe  two  Hottses,  by  a  legislative  act,  may  pre- 
scribe a  rule;  but,  whether  this  Honse  may,  in 
this  case,  act  by  itself,  upon  some  role  alleged  to 
be  already  iD  existence.  Besides,  one  of  the  res- 
olutions now  before  us,  proposes  to  inquire,  by 
Ihe  Judiciary  Committee,  ioto  the  propriety  of 
legislating  ou  the  subject.  But,  since  that  que*- 
lioo  was  now  brought  directly  to  our  view,  he 
woold  say,  thai  be  did  not  deny  the  power  of 
Congress  to  punish  by  law,  any  disiarbance  or 
force,  of  any  kind,  which  aeinally  interrupted 
their  legislative  proeeedings;  and  this  would  fur- 
nish, he  thought,  b  oompTele  answer  to  all  the 
— ■wbichhadbcenpuibygenilemea; 
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•noh  IS  (browiDf  itoBei  agunsi  the  wiatewf, 
ft«,;  ID  sboit,  it  woold  embrace  the  whole  »Dge 
<tf  inierTuption  to  the  progrew  of  our  buainns, 
from  the  outrage  or  Tioleaee  of  a  aingle  iodirul' 
nal,  up  to  (be  cue  of  oar  being  meoaced  with 
BD  Brmed  force.  Thai,  it  would  Mtii&ctoriljr 
appear,  that  Coogre&s  was  covered,  by  the  Coo- 
■tilutioD,  with  all  the  arioar  ueeensarf  for  iu 
defeoce.  If  the  act  done  amouQied  to  actual 
Tioleikce  and  interruption  of  our  legialatire  pro- 
eeedings,  it  might  be  puoistted  b^  law ;  if  it  fell 
abort  of  that,  and  came  within  the  raaze  of  a 
mere  cooiempt  to  the  Hoase,  it  could  not  be  pun- 
iabed,  dot  wh  it  Deeeisarr  to  our  defence  tfavt  it 
ifaould  be.  The  difierence  ibeu  heiweeo  the  gen- 
Ueiseii  and  himself  waa  this:  on  llieir  side,  ilia 
power  to  puaiah  for  a  mere  contempt  wa*  claimed ; 
on  hii  pari^  that  power  waa  denied  in  any  shape ; 
•a  their  side,  the  power  (o  pUQieh  actual  inter- 
luptioBs  to  legislation,  wu  claimed  as  being 
witkin  the  competency  of  thia  Home  aloee ;  oit 
his  pan.  such  a  power  was  admitted,  if  ezcrciaed 
in  tke  inape  of  a  law,  and  coafined  to  such  oe- 
carTeDeea  as  aclnally   inpcded  the  pK>gr«aa  of 

But  the  gendetnao  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Stobbb)  suppoeee  that  he  baa  found  a  cvBcliwin 
uxoment  upon  lliii  subject,  by  referriBg  to  the 
power  to  exercise  ezcluaire  legiBlaiioa  a*er  the 
UB  miles  aouare.  Maw,  air,  what  is  th«  power  of 
Initiation  f  It  imperii,  by  the  rery  force  of  the 
term,  the  jiower  of  making  liwi.  If,  then,  we 
were  now  inquiring  iato  our  power  of  making  a 
law  upon  the  lubject,  the  geatlemaB'e  argumeat 
would,  at  least,  be  applicable  in  iia  nature ;  ihouEh, 
evep  ia  that  point  of  Ticw,  he  would  only  be  abii 
10  piore.  that  we  had  a  right  to  puoiab  bribery, 
aa  a  riolation  of  morality,  as  a  crime  within  it- 
self j  bat  not  as  a  contempt  lo  this  House,  or  aa  a 
breach  of  ita  privileges.    Bui,  said  Mr.  B.,  oar 

Kwer  to  legislate  is  not  the  question ;  the  ease 
fore  us  is  not  characteriied  hy  any  one  eireom- 
•OBce  which  d^aes  legislation.  To  legislate 
waa,  Ba  he  had  before  tatd,  to  declare  by  law, 
passed  with  the  consent  of  the  two  Hooiea,  aa 
act,  ibereaftei  commilled,  to  beau  offenre;  and 
that  taw  was  lo  be  applied  bj  aootber  tribunal  to 
(he  paiiieDlar  case ;  oat  thia  is  a  proceediag,  with 
•  view  to  iafliei  ponishment  upon  aa  indiTidaBl, 
by  the  judgment  <tf  Ihia  Hoaae,  for  an  not  already 
eommiiied,  anil  whicfa,  therefore,  moat  now  be 
BD  offenoe.  The  character,  then,  in  which  this 
House  mnstactjif  it  act  atall  in  inia  ease,  is  judi- 
cial. The  argument  of  ibe  gentleman,  iben, 
amouDied,  in  subaiaooe,  to  this,  that  because 
Congress  bad  power  to  make  ihe  act  in  question 
BB  offence  panishable  by  law.  iherefore,  this 
House  has  now  a  right  to  pnnisa  that  act  with- 
out such  law.  It  wsa  not  sofficient  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  gentleman's  argument  to  ahow  a 
power  to  legislate ;  he  mutt  go  farther,  aad  show 
thai  the  power  had  been  exercised  by  the  psasage 
of  a  law;  tbat  the  act  had  been  made  a  punisha- 
ble offence,  and  that  we  were  conetitnied  Ihe 
UibDoal  lo  pais  upon  it. 
Bvt  tbe  gentleman  bas  endcarored  to  dsrire 


adraswie  from  Ibta  argusieat,  by  pveaeni- 
iog  it  in  another  view,  which  hit  would  now  ex- 
amioe.  That  gentleman  had  said  ibat,  u  there 
waa  a  grant  of  exelnaive  legidaiion,  all  (he  inM- 
denis  ol  legialaiioB  passed   with  it,  and  be  eon- 

ler  in  each 
contempt  was  one  of  those  i: 
Mr.  fi.,  whaWTer  powers  the  two  Uewes  nwr 
b»Te,  it  is  net  in  this  part  of  the  CMtstiU^an 
tbac  we  aie  to  seek  for  ibem.  U^on  emmiMim 
it  will  be  found  that  it  is  one  of  iho  olansee  of 
the  eighth  section,  the  whole  otqcet  of  which  h 
to  CBiimerate  (ha  powen  of  Congreas.  It  wiU  W 
found,  also,  that  a  pr«viom  aection  of  ifae  annv 
ariiole  has  for  iu  olyeot  the  esanMretieo  of  iht 
pow«n  of  each  House  respecUrely.  The  Hovsei 
then  are  created, nod  their  powers  defined,  ins 
pre*ioiis  part  of  the  CenstitntMii.  He  tbooght  it, 
therefore,  a  aingolar  poaiiinn  to  usnma,  that 
though  the  CanaliinuoB  contnined  •  aeotisn  pur 
porting  (o  define  their  powen,  yet  w«  vera  ox 
to  eeeh  for  them  these,  hu  in  n  snetiBn,  or  the 
dnvse  of  one,  wbieh  parportcd  to  dnfine  m»t  the 
power*  of  the  Haaaes,  Ml  cf  Coiip*«a,oo«Bp<Mcd 
of  the  IV*  Uonsea.  Aa  well  Bight  iba  g^ult- 
man  attempt  ,to  maiBinui  the  oonrcree  of  the 
pmqtostion,  that  when  we  wish  to  know  tbe 
power*  of  Cengreae,  we  moot  look  to  tho  ■BClim 
which  defiaca  those  tit  (he  reapeotive  Honaea. 
To  teat  this  reasoning,  let  us  anpfwM  that  ll» 
claoae  had  been  omitlM ;  would  this  Honso,  i^oi, 
have  had  the  pownt  contended  fori  If  it  woedd 
not,  there  is  nn  end  of  tbe  doctrine  of  iidicreat 
powers ;  if  it  woald,  then  this  elanae  wn  not 
necessary  to  impati  iL  He  thought  (be  true  don- 
trine  was,  that  it  did  not  poaeess  anch*  pow«r, 
either  inherently,  or  by  any  proper  cooMraetioB 
of  Ibis  clattae.  Al^et  thia  *iew  of  the  genile- 
mao's  argument,  he  woald  not  say,  as  thai  geO' 
tlcman  bad  said  of  him,  ikat  ha  hM  pUeed  bia 
in  B  siioatioti  from  whiah  there  was  no  escape ; 
but,  with  deferenee,  be  wanM  iBhiJi  it  lo  the 
House,  whether  that  gemleBan  er  himself  wna 
in  thia  pcrilooa  sitoaiioD. 

Another  geotleman  bed  ndraitted  that  the 
power  mnet  be  deriTed  firom  (he  ConsiitatiMi, 
and  that  it  wn«  not  expresdy  granted.  He  at- 
tempted, however,  to  dedeeit  by  thia  pmcess  et 


power  in 
rhioh,  ae- 
W  of  the 


I,  by  We  mere  act  of  iu  oi 
qneatioD  bdengs  to  it,  ai 
oordlng  to  Ihe  aange  a: 

conaiiy,  belong  to  eUiar  legiaUtive  bodiM.  Tbe 
gentlsnun  iUuslrtfed  his  meMiiag  hy  siatiu, 
that  the  CooatiMtion,  in  speaking  of  a  Jary,  dtd 
not  define  its  chaneieri  and  that  after  liavt^ 
fixed  what  should  be  a  qoamm  of  this  Hunae,  it 
did  not  direct  that  a  majority  should  dceide  the 
queslioos  before  itj  that,  therefore,  we  most  sBp- 
pose  that  it  intended  to  refer  to,  and  adopt  wlwt 
was  the  uederBianding  and  iMaga  of  (be  ceontry 
in  bMb  theae  cases.  The  aoawer,  be  tbonght, 
wa*  clearly  this:  in  both  tbe  eases  stated,  tbe  on- 
denlanding  and  usage  of  the  country  were  re- 
ferred to,  only  to  fix  tbe  meaning  of  n  term,  w  to 
■Mile  the  mode  in  which  ■  body  which  wm  oan- 
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tituMd  •hoold  »t ;  tbw,  in  ifaa  b«m  «f  tlw  nu7, 
*•  ondenund,  by  tbe  f  (Ublitlied  OMUm  of  tbc 
rouniry,  thu  tlw  word  nMM  ivtive  in»,  wtw 
sUBt  M  QMUumow  in  iImu  rwdiel ;  in  Iba  othor 
;K«a,  ire  nndenUDdi  tbai  aoloai  ivlteM  a  dtfiitf- 
mt  DumbeT  ia  expftralf  wqair«d, «  nwjwitr  of 
;tt«  IfgisUiiv*  boa;  ia  to  dwide  j  bvl,  in  naitliar 
)f  thew  Bftses,  do  OMge  md  aadenUadiiig  gWe 
L  power;  tlief  onlr  define  the  BMMMr  in  wbieta 
t  power  giran  is  lo  be  ftseroued.  Sal  tba  ^mI 
>r  ihe  re/ereaee  nude  U  item  b^  [be  ganileaMD 
vonld  be  to  giro  a  new  pow<r— W  giro  it,  too,  Id 
tdditioQ  to  K  ■pcoi&ed  •Bunumtian  of  powort. 
Tbe  geulonui'eavoBieai  wosld  Iwre  ud  mace 
ipplicatioB  lo  iJie  ease,  if  (he  Cooatiimion  bad 
nereir  omtod  tbe  leciiiattvt  ^nAj,  aad  foae  no 
'urther;  bni  where  itaelf  define*  the  pMrera  of 
:be  two  Hweei,  be  eooU  D«t  thiok  inai  it  io- 
:endeil  to  refer  to  anf  whet  •^iid«rd,for  them 
>at  iuelf. 

Much  reliaoee  had  been  plaoed,  in  the  oonne 
if  tbe  debate,  upon  the  eircnnutanee  that  the 
KNHta  and  Legtalataree  of  the  Nvaial  Slatea,: 
;rer«  in  the  habit  of  exereiuns  the  power  of 
MiBUhiDf  for  eoBteqipta.  Uiatakeo  analMr  was 
>Be  of  the  nwal  frallful  soaraea  of  envt  in  Mman 
roaaaning.  If  wa  cat  ont  upon  wronf  prineiplei, 
lur  rwaoniag,  however  eorteet  it  ma^  be  in  rela- 
:ioB  lo  our  ^eatiaei,  eomt  eoad«cl  i»  to  wrong 
soneioaione.  The  preacDt  eaaa,  he  thought,  wm 
k  strong  eseiapUKeMiaa  of  tbii  remark.  It  had 
ilrcadjr  been  eorraeilf  stated,  that  the  power 
which  the  Siata  aoarta  exeniiied  wai  derived 
from  the  aoninon  law;  and  ai  that  did  not  esiti, 
IS  apptieahle  to  tbe  United  Sutea,  he  ihoaghc 
tbnt  argnMient  eoaelu*ire  to  prove  that  no  analogr 
loold  be  derived  from  tbauL  In  relation  to  the 
Btata  LegiilBtaTei,  beaide*  the  forcible  ai^aneote 
whioh  had  been  nrged  bv  oibere,  aad  wbieh  he 
woald  not  ropeat,  ha  would  aik  woetber  we  were 
■offiaieDlly  iafbreDad  of  their  ooniiitntioDi,  to 
ear  that  Ihar  ware  framad  like  that  of  the  United 
Btate*7  He  wonld  aak,  for  iNtaoee,  did  they 
deiino  Iha  privilegaa  of  tbe  nambar*  ?  Did  they 
■peeiaUf  eaanaarata  aattaia  powert  aa  bcloogiag 
to  the  vaspaetira  Hoaaeal  u  ifaef  did  not,  Ibea 
tbay  were  bot  aonrcM  from  which  nay  leaaoning 
could  be  drawn,  as  applicable  to  the  two  Hooeee 
of  Coogreaa.  Baaidaa,  air,  upon  gantleoien^  own 
priaajple,  baa  aay  one  iaformed  us  that,  iff  a  easo 
like  tba  present,  may  State  Legielainre  haa  pan- 
iahed  for  a  eonlemptl  He  said  that  be  had  not 
had  an  opportnaii^  of  vxanining  this  qoeation  in 
Tataiioa  to  iba  Bniiah  Pattiamant,  in  a  taaWKr 
niiefactorr  to  bimaeir,  bat  he  would  obeerve  iba| 
Jtaaua  eontended  meat  enneatly  thai  the  rigbtfa) 
power  of  ihe  Howe  of  CMumone  to  poaisb  foi 
eontenpta.  did  not  extend  further  than  to  iSose 
which  fall  out  iamediaialr  io  ibelr  view,  or 
direotlr  iatannpted  their  proceedings.  He  knew 
that  Junius  was  a  partisan  writer;  but  he  re 
farred  to  the  edebiated  Actoroer  Qeneral,  Mr. 
Nore,  and  to  Sir  Bdward  Coke,  as  going  a 
good  way  to  sapport  kiin  in  his  position.  Ha 
said  he  sbeold  be  glad  to  bear  genttMien  say 
wbaibar  tba  Hoosa  eonld  pnaiah  lor  a  aootainpi, 


enn  -in  a  case  of  aclinowla4fftd  bnnch  of  privi- 
lege, as  for  an  arrest  of  a  member;  faetliougbt 
bKDMlf  tbat  it  coajd  not.  He  wonid  uk  Aoatlo' 
men,  too,  how  ibeir  docirioe  would  slwjl  wilk 
the  Conslitatioaal  provision  in  relation  (o  tba 
habaaa  corps*  1  If  the  doctrine  be  correct^  that 
for  every  contempt  to  this  Hoase  a  person  is  lia- 
ble lo  ha  eommiued;  and  if,  na  genllemen  ue 
obligad  to  cantend,  we  ate  the  sole  judges  of  that 
contempt,  theo  tt>a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  io  rela- 
tion lo  coHiempI  to  this  Hoaie  can  never  ba 
effectnal,  becaose  ifaat  can  onlj  deliver  peraona 
Ulegnllyconflaed;  bat,  aeoardiagtotheargnmaot 
of  gentleneo,  tbe  conflnemeni  nnder  the  watraiK 
of  Ihe  Speaker  of  ibis  House  most  always  be 
legal,  for  we  have  a  right  to  commit  for  a  ew^ 
tempt,  and  we  are  the  sole  judges  of  ic  Mr.  B. 
said  he  could  have  wished  to  lwv«  reptfed  maak 
more  at  )a^  to  the  various  atgoawat*  wbiok 
had  been  urged  on  tbe  pttiar  side  of  the  queetiau, 
bot  ihe  bngih  to  which  thediaGDwioD  had  beta 
protracted,  as  well  as  Ihe  la^e  hour  of  the  day, 
admonished  htm  that  he  ought  not  to  treepua 
longer  upon  the  paiieace  of  ihe  House. 

The   debate   was    cooiinaed    daring    the   n- 


TuasnAT,  JaaoaTy  13. 
Mr.  CoKBTOox  prcMDied  a  petition  of  Doctor 
James  Smith,  ftgeot  for  the  disseminalioo  of  the 
vaccine  matter,  prayiag  that  further  measures 
may  ^be  adopted  to  insure  the  free  supply  of 
vaccine  matter  to  eveij  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales;  and  M>at  addiUoDal  pecuutary  aid  may 
be  afforded,  CO  as  to  enable  him  to  keep  up%n 


Mwiri.  GojuTocz,  Fi^oth,  Hqm,  Aaatftr,  and 
Halii  weta  appointed  ibe  aommiliee. 

The  SrBAKBK  presented  a  cfiition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  Directors  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  Uoiied 
Slates,  pray  leg  that  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the 
said  bank  may  be  so  amended  ai  to  autborize  tbe 
pifsideut  and  Cfsbier  of  its  several  offices  of  dis- 
coDot  and  deposite  to  sign  aoil  countersign  tbe 
not**  lo  be  issued  at  aud  oSees;  wtiicb  was  in- 
ferred CO  a  select  commiuee;  and  Messrs.  Sat- 
OBANT,  Surru,  of  Maryland,  Taluiaoob,  Roa- 
GBTBOii,  of  Kentucky,  and  TanntLi.,  were  ap- 
pointed tba  aoatminece,        * 

A  messagefram  the  Senate  inforaaad  the  House 
that  the  Senaia  iM«n  pajond  the  bill,  eatiilad  ''An 
act  aliewiog  rrtw  yanpaitna  to  tba  apemberaaf  the 
SenaM  and  Uoiue  of  Hepvoanta lives,  aad  the 
Delegmtea  from  Territories,  and  to  repeal  all  otber 
Uws  vpoa  ttvot  aubjeat,"  with  an  omeodqicati  in 
wbteb  ihey  oak  the  concuneoce  of  this  Hou«e< , 

The  said  aeasoge  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
«n  the  table. 

Mr.  Boaawraoi^  of  Louiaiaoa,  ftooi  the  Cdb- 
mitttt  on  lbs  PnWic  Land^  made  a  report  on 
iha  petiiiou  of  snodry  emigmiafrem  Bwiooc- 
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Cote  of  Colena  Andenon. 


contained  «■■  conoiKTed  In  ij  the  Home,  >■ 
foUowa : 

Xtiohed,  Tkat  the  prtyer  of  tlu  patition«H  ooght 
■ot  to  ba  gnntad. 

A  HeMige,  iccainpaDied  br  aandrv  docnmeiitB, 
■was  received  from  lie  Piesident  or  Ibe  United 
States,  coiDDiiiiiicatiDg  to  Congress  the  fact  of 
tbe  United  Stales  forces  baTioj;  taken  possession 
of  Amelia  111  and. —Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
MILTTAKy  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  JoaNBON,  of  Eentuckf ,  from  the  Commit- 
Ue  on  Military  Afiiniri,  reported  a  bill  providing 
ior  balf-pay  pensions,  invalid  pensioners,  and  for 
oiber  purposes  ;  which  was  twice  read  bf  its  title 
■ad  committed. 

[The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  aiibstantiallf 
the  following: 

TheflnitBediongiTestoths  BMiMantrf  WWlhe 
power  orplaoinc  npoii  tbe  peoeioB  list  aU  oSces  and 
■oUien  « the  Beirivtioaa^  vrar,  who  we  entitled 
■veh  bj  the  provisiMU  of  the  act  making  ptoiision 
this  •objeel.Io  tbe  year  1S16.    Soles  end  regnlatic 
in  fbna,  ot  harsaftar  to  be  nude  and  pat  in  force, 
to  the  admisaion  of  theofficeis  and  soldiera  of  tbe  i 
litis,  and  tbe  legnlsr  soldiers,  oo  the  penuan  loll  of 
the  United  States,  eie  msde  appbcable  to  the  iaislids 
ef  tbe  RevolDtiDn  and  of  the  Indian  wan,  placing  all 
eotided  to  pensions  on  en  eqnalitjr. 

Section  second  extends  tbe  half-paj  pensiana  of  five 
jeers  to  the  wtdows  snd  orphans  of  tbe  officers  end 
siddieisof  the  niiUtie,  and  otlwrs  now  entitled  br  lew, 
£»  a  fiirtber  term  of  fiie  Additional  jesia,  which  will 
make  the  pension,  if  adopted,  equal  to  half-pej  pen- 
sions to  widow*  and  orphans  of  ten  jeers. 

Section  third  prOTidea  half-paj  pendens,  for  the 
term  of  five  jeers,  for  the  widows  of  die  sddiers  of 
the  regnlsr  armj,  who  were  killed  in  battk^  or 
died  in  the  service,  dnring  the  late  war. 

Section  fbnrlh  eilenda  haltpej  pensions  to  all  eneb 
widows  as  lost  di«r  hnsbands  sAer  their  retnm  home 


Bj  the  fifth  section,  indigent  motbeis,  who  haTe  lost 
an  onlj  eon  in  the  militan  service  of  the  United 
Stales,  provided  anch  son  died  without  wife  or  children, 
an  to  be  proTided  for. 

Section  sixth  provides  tbsteveij  widow,  whose  bns- 
bend  was  killed  m  batUe,  or  died  in  the  service  of  his 
coontij,  dnring  the  Revolntjonarj  war,  shdl  receive 
a  half'paj  pension  for  five  jeers.] 

JUDICIAL  FEES. 

Mr.  Hoprmaoir  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
foUowiag  reeolution ; 

Smelted,  That  tbe  CoaunittM  on  the  Jndiciair  be 
inelsueted  to  prepare  and  lepett  a  bUI  ef  foee  for  the 
eOeen  of  the  United  Slates,  w  tbeeonrta  of  the  Unit- 

Ur.  HoFKiHaoif  obeerved,  in  offering  this  reeo- 
lolionl  that  it  wai  welt  known  there  was  no  uni' 
form  rote  on  this  subject  in  the  difierent  courts 
of  tbe  United  States.  It  was  not,  however,  to 
eatablith  uDiforroitv  onlv,  bnt  someifaing  like  jas- 
tiee  alsD,  that  be  offered  this  moiioa  :  for,  if  hie 
inforaiation  was  eorreei,  there  were  in  some  of 
dm  States  impmitiens  practised  wfaieh  were  n 


diegraoe  to  Ae  United  Slates.  In  on«  which  he 
would  mention,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  a 
degree  of  oairageou  imposition  existed  which 
wonld  shock  eveiT  member  who  heard  hfm.  I» 
that  State,  Mr.  H.  said,  if  he  was  ttolf  inform- 
ed,  there  bad  been  one  thoaeand  proseciitioiis 
againel  reujlers  of  spirit,  for  not  taking  o«t  their 
licenses ;  upon  each  of  these  case*,  untried,  the 
fees  of  the  Duiricl  Atlorner  were  sixty  doUan 
amounting  to  tbe  sum  of  sixty  thoasand  dollan 
in  the  whole.  Those  were  the  fees  of  the  Dis- 
trict Attomejr  alone ;  but  including  those  of  ih 
Marshal  and  Clerk,  each  case  was  bardeaed  will 
abont  one  hundred  and  fortrdoHare  eons.  Ifsnck 
practices  were  legal,  said  Mr.  H^  ther  ought  tt 
be  no  longer  so:  if  the j-  ere  ill»a],  ther  ourtt 
to  besnppressed. 

The  resolation  was  agreed  to,  turn.  cm. 
CASE  OP  JOHN  ANDEH80N. 

The  Uouae  reinmedthe  consideration  of  tbw 
BBbject. 

Mr.  SiBsiaiiT  delireied  bis  i«itimeau  nt  Iftrgt 
in  relation  thereta 

Mr.  SrixoBK  roae  for  the  pnrpoae  of  withdraw- 
ing the  preamble  altogether,  and  leMiog  the  ree- 
olotiont  alone  for  coaiudention.  Hie  utatiTc  fir 
thia  couiee,  he  said,  was  to  baffle  the  object  ef 
Mr.  Rhea's  motion,  which  pnpoeed  to  change 
the  preamble  from  a  negative  to  an  alfinnatiTe 
proposition.  It  wonld  be  reeolldetcd,  Mr.  8.  i«- 
matked,  when  the  subject  was  referred  ton  com- 
mittee, It  was  that  they  might  make  a  report  oo 
the  powers  of  the  Hoiu^  in  this  caa*  and  tkai, 
under  that  expectation,  he  had  voted  for  the  rd'- 
erence.  The  committee,  however,  had  simtdr 
recommended  the  examination  of  the  accused, 
and  a  mode  to  be  observed  in  the  investigation. 
Since,  then,  the  friends  of  tbis  conme  had  not 
submitted  any  affirmative  motion  reipeeting  the 
powers  of  the  House  to  proceed  in  the  coniee  rec- 
ommended, with  a  view  of  bringing  tbu  point 
forward  for  previons  consideration  and  dausioii, 
he  had  offered  the  ^eamble  and  raoJolioas  now 
before  them-  He  wished  not  now  lo  change  tbe 
character  of  the  proposition  uader  diacuMiaB, 
and,  to  prevent  it,  he  begs^  leave  to  wiihdmw 
the  preamble. 

Ut.  TalliulDub,  of  Hew  York,  tluB  nee  and 
snul.  It  afforded  him  great  nlcatwn  to  witneas  the 
candor  and  the  frankness  or  ibegeaiiratan  mi  thin 
occasion.  It  was  chanctenatie  of  his  honoraUe 
colleague  (Mr.  Spkkokr,)  from  Hew  York.  He 
was  grntified  to  see  him  thus  promndj  wi&dntw 
anr  words  from  the  proposed  resolutiou  which 
tended  to  preventa  full  and  fairdiacnsMon  of  the 
ptinciples  in  coniroversy.  The  honorable  gen- 
tlemen from  Kentucky  and  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
AMDSiinoii  and  Mr.  Babbodx,)  who  had  beMue 
conspicnoui  by  their  arguments  against  tbe  power 
ol  this  House  in  the  case  under  consideratioa, 
bad  also  fairly  met  the  controversy,  and  had  de- 
nied, with  great  apparent  snecess^  the  right  of 
this  House  to  maintain  its  jurisdietion  in  cases  of 
ooniempu  and  breaches  of  iu  privilMee.  Tbe 
advocates  of  tbe  prasent  rcsolntloo  to  dischaige 
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Om  ^  CbloMl  jlndnMAi 


H.wR. 


John  Andflnoo,  hm  boWy  ud  Milr  laaiBtaiiiwl 
tb«  eoBtromar;  tberli**'«**id|  *'><■•>  wbotllaM 
that  thit  HonH  po— mi  the  power  and  tb«  li^lt 
hold  the Kffinuitire,iad  nraealM  vpon  to  muii- 
tain  ibe  pfowMdiioa,  ad  ihow  ths  Ulla  for  the 
I  u  taia  right.  Sir,  «id  Hr.  T^  while 
opMiMats  hsve  thw  boldlr  called  in  inte  the 
field  01  ■»«»>(,  we  denra  it  raaf  be  ex|»eMlf 


andentoe^tbat  ibe  fricBda  of  the  tvi^oeed  pow 
«  dudaJD  all  nibterfiife^  and  dis- 


in  tbb  HouM  dud 


W. 


the  aontievenf .    The 

motion  to  amaad,  made  br  tba  gentleBaa  (Mr. 
Rb«a)  fiom  Tmnenae,  waa  not  made  br  the 
•TOcBrement  of  the  &ienda  of  the  power  w  ikii 
lonn ;  and,  Ur.  T.  said,  be  diMUiincd  all  bene- 
fit from  ii.  He  admitted  Uw  advoealce  fer  the 
power  bald  the  affirmatiTa^  and  were  booad  to 
maiatain  it,  or  jMA  the  eoatroverafi  and  die- 
charge  the  priaoner.  He  had  no  di^oaition  to 
areid  the  point  of  diipnt*. 
'  BiigaaidHr.T^difieteniseDtlames,  whoagree 
■tn  the  nme  ooncinaioii,  wifl  arriTe  at  that  eon- 
elnuoB  by  difieiant  mom  of  reaaonlog.  He  did 
not  wieh  to  impugn  or  aeknowledge  the  reason- 
ing of  bia  aaeocialei  who  had  ptecMed  bim.  Bat 
it  WBi  dne  to  himieir  to  aaf,  while  he  agreed  with 
them  in  the  oonelasioD,  he  coald  not  accord  with 
them  in  iheir  reaeoning  whieb  led  them  to  aneh 
ooBctvaioB.  Tbey  bare  nndartaken,  mid  Mr.  T., 
to  derive  Ihia  power  in  the  Home  to  pnniah  for 
oontempt  asd  breaeh  of  ila  priviicgei  from  the 
CoDrtitDliee,  orfrom  theeommoaJaw.  Thia,8ii, 
Mid  Mr.  T.,  ht«  called  fnth  aMe  and  elaboraU 
ai^meaii  on  the  eonetneiitHi  of  the  ConititB- 
tien  and  the  powera  delegated  by  it,  and  ihoaa 
nppoaed  i»be  derived  from  the  coromon  law. 
And,  in  reply,  we  have  been  told  that  ihe  Cen- 
Btitnlion  did  not  grant  the  power,  aitd  that  the 
eonuBon  law  waa  not  adopted  in  this  eooniir  ( 
and  tfauB  the  frienda  of  the  power  bad  wholly 
&iled  in  ihrtr  dednellon  of  title.  Sir,  laid  Ht. 
T.,  for  my*el(  I  diaelaim  to  hdd  thb  ri^^t  in  iha 
Honee  from  either  the  CoDatitation  or  the  com: 
Bon  law.  Headmitteditwasaaiieiiionttfdottbt 
whctlier  the  common  law  had  Dcen  adopted  in 
Ibit  eowUry ;  bat  as  he  did  not  deem  it  relenuM 
to  the  preaant  qaesli<ai,or  ewential  to  it,  he  ahoold 
not  paraoe  the  argvment  on  thia  oeeauon,  while 
he  (hoBld  ebeer IqUt  diteuaa  the  qucalioa  when- 
ever  it  waa  material.  Bo^  air,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  while 
1  ihoa  czeiie  earpriie  In  duelaiming  le  bud  ibii 
power  nnder  the  Conatilution  or  the  eommon  law, 
I  do  maintain  that  lb  ia  House  poseseaea  lAe  poieer, 
aeiiiriifeitfai  to  iiiexitttnce,  and  antuejiambU 
tilttniimt  itpon  itt  firmaticn.  The  Conaiiintioti 
created  thia  Honae,  and  gave  it  exiHenee.  The 
power  of  aiJM^&nce  and  Mj^vreatnMtion  followe 
aa  an  iaddenl,  an  iueparaUe  aneadnnt,  ud  a 
necessary- cfMtaeqoaue.  The  Ainctions  of  the 
CoDslituiioB  terminated  with  the  formation  of 
this  HoBia  ;  and  we  ask  not  to  dednee  Ihia  right 
of  self-ilefence  and  self-proteetioa  from  any  con- 
Hnielioa  of  the  Constitntion,  while  we  claim  this 
right  to  the  Hoose  aa  inherent  and  aelf-erident  to 
Our  oppc»«ita  bar*  denied  this 


power  10  the  Honee;  tbey  hare  aaid  we  hareao 
eommoD  law,  end  it  is  not  delegated  by  theCon- 
atiiaiion,  and  bare,  iborefore,  cutad  on  ns  to  show 
the  anthority  for  the  power  whieb  we  elaim.  Let 
me,  in  retntn,  ask  maj  one  of  those  gentleman  to 
show  tbeir  individnu  ri^t  U  nee  any  means  of 
self-defence.  The  right  is  not  given  in  the  Ooa- 
•titolion  ;  there  is  no  statute,  and  they  say  then 
is  no  common  law.  But,  yet,  no  man  doabis 
that  eaeh  indiridnal  baa  the  right  of  self'Jefeace 
and  self-preserTaiion ;  and  that  this  right  is  iaei* 
dental  to  his  Mistence,  and  that  he  possesses  it  ae 
a  right  derived  from  natvre.  In  like  maaner  does 
erety  corporate  body,  formed  for  judtciel  or  legw> 
Udre  parpeoes,  posaesa  the  right  of  aelf-defenee 
and  aeli^woteetioa,  as  an  inseparable  attendant 
opoa  its  fonnaiion.  This,  said  Hr.  T.,  is  the  «>- 
tent  of  the  power  wbleb  we  elaim.  Aed  this 
power  has  been  claimed  and  azeteised  by  every 
I^aUitve  body  or  jndieial  tribnaal  recorded  Is 
hutory.  This  power  was  claimed  and  exereised 
by  all  oeuu  in  oar  own  as  well  as  in  every  other 
country.  ThegentleBieaeonld  notshowby  whu 
right  eonrU  of  Inwposseeeed  thie  power.  It  waa 
not  given  by  the  Constiintian,  nor  by  any  smt- 
nte ;  and  yet  it  was  claimed  by  them,  and  daily 
exercised. 

It  has  been  aaid,  that  the  Constitntion  pro- 
vides, "  that  the  iriil  of  all  crimes,  except  im- 
peaohment,  shall  be  byjory;"  and  that  any  ex* 
areise  of  power  by  this  Honse  is  therefore  pre- 
vented. In  like  manner  does  the  magna  cAarta 
provide^  "  that  no  man  shall  be  taken  o 


or  the  law  i 


except  by  the  ImbI  jodgoient  of  faii 
I  law  of  the  land."   And  yet  the  Pari 


impru- 
.     .  spMr^ 

And  yet  the  ParllameBt 
ui  \mBi  jariuue,  ana  ul  their  oonrta  of  jnatice, 
have  cMstantly  proceeded,  by  attachment  and 
sommary  process,  to  prevent  all  fnteritip lions, 
and  remove  all  obstmotions  in  the  eoorse  of  tbeti 
business)  to  enforce  their  orders,  and  to  ponish 
for  contempts  of  their  anthority.  If  the  learned 
gentlemen  will  examine  law  books,  tbey  will  find 
It  advanced  as  a  principle  of  Bnglish  jurispm- 
denee ;  that  attachnents  are  granted,  at  tlw  dis- 
cretion of  tbeconrt,  to  en  force  all  roles  and  otdee^ 
andforaay  eoniemptofeourt;  that  attach  meals 
are  fmnted  for  threatening  ibe  lifo  of  a  proseen- 
toi  m  a  eriminal  aeiion ;  that  it  is  a  htghrhandcd 
eoniempt,  pnnishaUe  by  aMaehmeat  lo  n 
a  oooTt,  or  a  enitor,  or  attempt  lUMe  ii 


VoL  of  fil.  UWIB^  fh 

'  mente  are  as  old  as  the  laws )  for  law^  wiihoot 
'  competent  anlhorily  to  aecare  their  admioistra- 
'  tion  from  diaobedienee  and  eontempt,  wonld  be 
'  vain  and  nugatory.  A  power,  ibereioit^  in  the 
'  eonvta  of  jnaiice  lo  suppress  contempts,  by  an 
'  immediate  attaebment  of  the  ofleoder,  results 
'  from  the  first  prineiples  of  jndieial  establtsh- 
'  ments,  and  mast  be  an  ioeepaiable  atteadant 
'  upon  every  tiibonal."  The  learned  commenl»- 
tor  proeeeds  to  ramaik,  that  some  writers  have 
endeavored  to  derive  tbu  right  of  Utaehment,  by 
coDslruelion,  from  an  andenl  sututej  while  be 
insists  it  is  net  derived  from  any  law,  but  is  an 
insepaiahle  attendant  upon  every  iribnnnl,  and 
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nralu  fro»  tb  fine  prtDriptn-  of  }aMitl  MUb^ 
^bment*. 

But  uiri  Mr.  T.,  «e  bm  bNn  ifMOMd,'  fit 
lbi<  ilcbare,  of  ba-riog'  a  "bankeriDe"  fM-  tbe 
amaam  1«W;  nd  poniMytomstaiiiwii 
act  emwiifer  ibe  prtctdfn^  nthontiet  Ttrf 


Mmnw  1«W ;  aid  poniMy  toms  tamlenieii  my 
act  emwiifer  ibe  prtcedfnc  nthontiet  Ttry  satia- 
AetitrT.    I  ibereiore  b«g  lesre  to  c»ll  tbs  atien- 


tlon  of  ihit  Hdum  ta  tbe  dtolaiooB  mA 
liM  of  lbs  cowls  of  jditke  ia  Our  own  oouMrf . 
Tfaerwil)  be  found  ri>inilaMlftftni]^|>ottih«  poW- 
•r  for  wKtob  v«  nail  whadiI  ;  and  at  tb«  hiiii< 
tinoioglneDBnriMiitiH  to  tfc»CaifctiniHbii,aBA 
ID  dciaoiuarta  that  thw  power  ia  poiiftb  M  corn 
MnqM  and  tft  enfiiru  MtfrnoMfciioa  ivivciden* 
tal  10  ibe  nindijct  autl  tm^nnterviim  of  tb* 
ooarta.  It  mm  be  rammiry ;  (Vool  in  Mtom  H 
i«  10  be  applied  to  the  nrcuntlavoea ;  attd  il 
nUit'  be'  diMrMiOD«rr ;  and'  (bar  tbe'  offeDe  A  to 
vUeb'ihii  power  is  t«  b«  atiptfed  4o  BOt  ownt 
withiD  tbM  elatt  of  «rlmM  contMBfrfatedbT  ilw 
CoBctltittion,  and  Ibr  wMA  ia  gnannliei'  Ibe 
trill  by  jarr.  The  object  of  tbe  eOMeoif^ted 
p»wer  is  not  for  MWiibnMiK  ar  meh,  bur  u  « 
■NaA>  to  aoppon  10^  aMkoritf  of  all  etmrts;  and 
imioee  of  tin  da- 
I  tbe  e«se  of  tbe 

„  vat,  ia 

Cnaeh>i  Report*,  p.  32,  an  applienioil  waa  uMde 
for  at)  atiacbment  aMinei  a  primn  fitr  d  libel  oB 
CoDMem,  in  pnbliiiEiilK  ibat  the)'  haid  patMd  ft 
law,  m  teeret  Muioa,  giTing  98,000,060  (o  BODS^ 
^nrt.  The  court  Terjr  propttljr  decided  A>( 
itMj  hid  Bol  power  to  paniih  for  eoaiempti 
•gadost  oiber  bodiet,  wd  oould  Ddt  ^nt  tbte  <rt- 
tiehmeM)  and  thai,  to  ptiDieh  the  oflbBder  fat 
it  at  acnine,  required  tbe  iMetretHiM«f  afrtdd 
«Ad  petit  }nrr:  Bvt  tbe  eonn,  at  the  Mne  time, 
«itabtiafaed  the  priDnlple  (br  whfefc  We  now  eott* 
lend  ;  aod  adjudged  that  ctaey  bad  the  powet-  to 
pqanb  ftr  eoaiempta  ai>d  eoBtninaieivua  eoBdnet 
l^liM  ikeittMlvtti  Tbe  opiaioo  of  tbi  court, 
in  thie  eaw,  i>  n  nmeb'  in  point  to  (he  preeem 
MNtie,  and  so  iitapertani,  Mr.  T.  ntd,  be  woiiM 
bif  ihe  iadtttgenee  of  the  Home  to  re«d«  part 
of  It}— ^  Tbe  only  groand  od  which  it  baa  ever 

■  been  urged  that  tbM  JmladiQtiod  eou)d  be  ikixte- 
'  tatncd  it,  that  upon  the  foruerion  of  UBf  paK- 
'  lieal  bodfaa  implied  power  to  prewrreiti  oWd 

<  eiUwttee,  and  ftomott  theend  and  at^Mi  df  in 
*«rei(loa,  aeeeNaritr  retain  to  it.  Bat, witkont 
'  tantiDiUK  how  br  tblt  eoasfderMieb  h  apvH- 
'eiMe  to  tba  pe«trtiai  ehaiwster  of  odr  OohttW 

■  (iOD,  U  mr  be  renarkad  tint  it  it  a'  p rineipte 

<  br  bo  mekn*  pe««tiar  to  tbe  eotaaei'  law.    II 

■  la  eoeTal,  prabablf,  with  the  fint  fomtation  of 
'ftlittiitM  Go«eraMeat,.WoBg«  to  a  iratmof 
'  Bttifereal'UW,  tod  iB«f  aa  well  anpport  Am  u- 

*  samptiod  of  many  other  powera  ■■  tfaoae  more 

■  partietriarlr  acknowledged  by  the  eoUdioD  law 

■  of  Bagland.  Bet,  if  admitted  ak  applinble  to 
'  tbe  ataie  of  tUngs  in  this  oiHmtry,  tbe  eonte- 

*  ^CDca  would  net  retnlt  wkiefa  ie  here  oooieod- 

■  ed  for.    If  it  nta*  eomibiraiMu  certain  implied 

*  power*  to  tl>a  Geneml  Qvrenimentt  it  would 

*  bot  fbllow  ib«i  tbe  eotma  of  ibu  Qovetotaieiii 

*  MM  vetted  wiib  jarlidkibw  vwr  any  partiei- 


,  Ir'  Mt  dMie  by  an  ioditidtMf,  in  tiippua<j  no. 
,  li^on  Of  tbe  order  and  fgetty  of  the  aoTeitifD 
,  power.  Tbrlfttulatifeaailwrityaf  IbeDHei 
,iMMt  felt  men  an  seta  crime,  affic a  paetdh 
,  meal  toil,aBd  deelAre  d»  eoart  tW  dull  J  bare 
,  joriadictioa  of  the  offtaaA  Certain  impiied 
powera  muti,  nco^Mnilf,  rcanlt  to  oar  eonrti  of 
'Joitiee,  front'  the.  oature  of  their  iaetiniioa. 
'  But  jaritdietieri  of  erinwe  actinic  tbe  State  ia 
'  necamongtbowpowersk  Tefineforooriieinp^ 
'  intpiiaon  fa'  eoatomaoy,  enforec  tim  obOerTanc* 
<  of  order,  dbo.^  are  powers  wbidb  cmbbm  be  dia- 
'  pediad  wttb  in  a  eonrl,  btowiee  ibey  cte  nee» 

■  ury  to  the  exerciee  of  alt  oibeiK.  And  to  ftr 
'  our  oonrte,  no  donht,  poaaoia  pewera  not  innae- 

■  diately  derited  fmm  autnte.  Biit  all  ezerciM 
'  of  ctlmiml  jvHadidtiOB  in  cauntoo  law  ont(% 
'  we  are  of  opinhw,  it  net  wjlbin  their   iinpbcd 

Agnis,  in  4  Oraneb  96^  in  the  eaae  of  BoMmB 
and  Bwartwoui,  tbe  court  mr,  "thay  deem  in 
'  proper  to  deem^  ibM  it  dfaelaitn*  aN  JHrisdir<- 
'  tiOD  not  giren  by  A«  ComUtntion  or  by  tbe 
'  lew*  of  tbe  United  StatcB.  But  that  tbitoptnion 
'  ia  not  to  be  ceneMered  ■■  abridging  the  power  of 

■  tbe  eoartt  orer  th^  own  ottMt^  or  to  protect 
'  ibemietTC*  uid  their  membeta  from  bemf  die- 

■  tnrbed  in  the  exereiee  of  tbeir  fnnetioDa.  It 
'  exienda  only  to  the  power  e€  taking  coninanee 

■  of  nny  ^neiiion  between  inUTidoaki^  or  Mtween 
'  the  Ooremment  atd  indirUonb.'* 

Hnre  then,  aaid  Mr.  T.  the  prino^lee  A*  wbiob 
we  eoDiend  are  eetaWia&ed  by  tbe  Jndfeitry  of 
the"  Dnited  BiMea.  Thdy  cinm  to  ponet*  On 
littfat ;  the*  pretend  nbt  to  dednee  their  title  n 
tbit  ilgfat  from  the  OoDaHtntion,  or  tbe  law,  b« 
pvofem  in  hoU  it  a*  ml  ineidebt  abd  neeaeHrr 
meant  of  aalf^pnaemiioti.  Brery  eircnit  mod 
diatrlet  eonrt  of  the  Utitod  State*  ehintt  and 
exiMtaee  tbe  tame  power.  TbeydoDoieoniider 
tbe  eomtnnod  of  the  Ceoetiintion,  that  tdl  erimm 
abati  be  pantahed  only  on  trial  l^  jnry,  m  beiig 
appHenUe  to  tbe  neteeamy  powet  to  prnrn*!  tbe 
ibterraptioB  of  Hwir  bdwnen,  and  paaiafe  Ibr 
CMMnpts  ngatnat  tbnir  andwrw^.  Sir,aaid  Mr. 
T.,it  lenot  bMg  etaoe  IndfeVan  NeM,of  tb« 
New  York  diattiet,  had  two  prinierr  before  bim 
for  bmrdfiog  toe  radelyeome  pnMwediogi  in  Ut 
eontt.  It  i*  not  long  linee  Jtidge  Btory,  at  ihl 
etreoh  eoart  of  Utataohnaetts,  nttaobed  ■  persea 
far  attempting  tndne  ittdueoee,  wbile  proceed* 
iaga  ia  n  eaa«  were  pending'  befsie  ibe  eosri.  If, 
tbee,  tnid  Mr.  T.,  we  And  the  ooatia  of  tbe  Uai- 
red  SiMW'  olaimng  and  exerritinff 
m#f  we  not  aA  our  obpaneili^  n 
thete  eonrti  derive  their  power?  Tb«  ttMy 
hare  it,  ia  not  to  be  doubled— that  tbey  do  not 
derive  it  ffen  the  CniititmioB,  or  from  any  law, 
it  eqaally  eenain.  That  it  it  a  neeeiauy  inei- 
dent  aod  inKparablt  aiiendnnt  upon  every  triln- 
nil,  ia  an  UBdemabte  propooiiioQ.  Ctm  il  then 
be  poMible,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  that  thia  power,  to  b«- 
cetaarv  to  all  order  Id  eonria,  to  etneniiea  to  tbe 
due  admintatratioa  of  jsatfee,  ahonld  be  veeted 
in  all  judleiat  nllmiate,  a*  ao  inaeparaUe  at- 
tendant, and  yet  be  denied  w  tbe  Lefitjntnrt 
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f  our  c««iitf r  1  Ow  it  be  po«aftl«,  lakl  h«, 
tat  iofMor  tribuMih  iJuwlit  be  nMed  with 
lie  rigbi*  of  adf-dafcoea  ■ml  tbe  pewei  of  lelf* 
roiMtioB,  while  thi>  t'lgki  uid  uis  |MW«r  ii 
lenied  to  Cosgranl  And  are  ih«y  to  be  loU, 
bey  must  BnpflMaleprotootiaii  ftom  tb«  inforior 
ritHmata  of  their  o«b  crMiioD,  *ni,  wheo  ioter- 
apifld  in  the  pronew  of  le^iafaitiov,  Ihey  mnM 
niBalT  wiit  a  jndieial  inqoiry  aid  a  trial  by 
uif  )  Can  it  be  poitible  tlMt  rMMW,  tew,  or  iha 
ITonatiiatraB,  iboald  be  thai  eafefal  to  pfoteot 
knd  Dttrif*  tbe  Htmbh  ot  jiutiee,  add  7«t  denf 
mcMM  of  proteetwa  aad  d«- 

Dce  asaiaM  poteoo  and  pol 

Mr.  TTnid,  Jk  had  nat* 


laof  muetM 
mUouobI 


tiuiB|Hs  to  oblaio  tbo  fiooi  at  as  earlier  etaga  of 
:faedeba<e.  If  hebadbeenBofortaBatt!,  heehoold 
tiare  aitenpted  to  ezanine  the  mbiect  in  all  iti 
baariDga.  But  tba  groand  bad  been  eo  fblly  oa- 
i«pied,»BdM»blydiieUjeed,brbi«aeioeiale»who 
sad  preceded  bim,  that  it  oolf  leoMiped  for  him 
•JO  eodeBvorioobriateeomafeirof EheobjcotioBa 
whieb  bad  been  made  againat  Ihia  power,  which 
M  hie  ofriaioB,  bad  aoC  been  Mtteiently  aaawor- 
ed.  Tbia  would  aeeenarily  require  a  deaaUorr 
Boaiae  of  argnnwat,  which  he  hoped  tbe  Uouee 
would  apprectete  u  tCMltiaff  IVoa  aa  iBtntioD  M 
RT«td  the  grouDd  wbieb  had  bseo  eaeceMfnllr 
occupied  by  tboK  who  had  preaeded  bin.  H* 
in  particular  wished  tbe  bancib  of  the  renwrh* 
which  bad  fallea  from  tbemBtleaiau  froa  Soaih 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowwaaa,]  «■  tbe  eooitrMtie* 
of  the  CoBetitntiDa  and  tha  eotnmoa  Uw ;  be- 
eame  tboee  rvmarfc*  eo  well  aoeoTded  with  hie 
own  eeatinenu,  ^d  were  so  iamediately  ap- 
plieaUe  to  the  present  lubject.  Sir,  eaid  Mr.  T., 
ibo  &ih  and  8ih  elauies  of  tbe  Bnendnanie  to 
the  Coaetiration  have  bees  read  to  thie  Haoae, 
and  preMed  into  eoatidciatioB,  aa  havina  taken 
away  and  abridged  any  power  ia  thie  Hoaae  to 
ponisb,  by  •anunary  ^nweeding*,  for  breach  of 
iia  pririlegea,  and  wbteh  migbt  MberwiM  have 
been  eappoeed  to  bare  exiaied.  He  eaid,  tbeae 
elanaeeof  the  aneDdmenu  la  the  Cenaliiaiion 
provided,  "  that  oo  pereon  abonld  be  held  to  aa- 
•wer  an  infamona  crime,  mteee  on  iadiedneBt ;" 
andaBcnreda  "irial  by  ^iiapartial  jniy."  Bm, 
■aid  Mr. T.,lbe*e elaiuee  oflhe Coauiunioa  have 
no  retaiion  whaiarer  to  the  qaeitioa  oaderaoa* 
ndcreiiok  Ther  eeauiathe  righuof  ibeoiliKea, 
and  proride  a  owde  of  trial  ia  aU  aceOMtieaB  of 
a  BriBiiaal  aatare ;  bal  they  do  not  impair  the 

Kwer  of  the  eomte  ia  all  p'ope*  meainrn  of  de- 
ice  and  telf-pfoteeilDB.  Thete  ataaMe  in  tba 
CoBititBtion  form  ibe  baeia  of  legiahcion,  ■nd 
fix  tbe  bud-marka  to  regulate  eonrta  of  juelioe 
in  the  trial  of  alt  eiimee.  From  the  practice  of 
tbe  conn*,  it  ia  evident  that  they  do  not  conaidar 
them  aa  applieable  to  ofleDoee  by  eentempu  and 
ioierraptiag  iJm  proeeedinga  of  the  eoorte.  A 
reourrenee  to  the  oiarpatiooi,  and  the  iqiiutice 
naultiog  from  Ibe  prerogatWea  of  the  Crown, 
and  theuaageaof  the  eonria  of  eommoo-law  juria- 
dietioD,  will  aatiafactorilyeiplain,  in  thiireapeoi, 
tbe  meaning  of  oar  CoBalitntion.  The  Crown 
claimed  tbe  right  to  iaaua  mandatory  letien,  na- 


der  the  great  aad  privy  nal,  ta  praeeed  by  infor- 
mation, ex-ofiicio,  and  to  isatie  Stale  waiianl^ 
to  arrest  aabjeet*  at  dieoretion  ;  while  tbe  Stae 
Chamber  end  B^ebeqoer  Court*  ■lao  ezeeated 
inmmary  and  oppresHve  jurisdiction  orer  th« 
liberiieeand  tbe  lirea  of  citizens.  Tolimitlbesa 
powera,  and  to  guard  against  like  acta  of  c^pree* 
aion  and  abase,  wn  the  evident  and  eomnendi^ 
bla  intention  of  our  Constitntion  ;  and  it  can,  bf 
no  eooatraetion,  abridge  or  have  relation  to  tba 
powera  necenary  to  eafoiee  tbe  order  and  aelP 
pte«er«»iioD  of  a  ooart  of  justioe. 

Becanae  theConatiiatioo  provijtee  for  the  mea^ 
bera  ofCoDgreee  "privilege  from  •rrcit  and  free* 
dom  of  ipeceb,"  it  luu  been  niged  that  the  idea 
of  all  other  privilegee  haa  been  oceeeiariiy  ea- 
oltKlad.  Qeatlemen  ought  to  obeerve,  that  tba 
privilegee  provided  are  penoaaL  They  ate  pri- 
vilqee  <d  the  members,  aad  not  of  thie  Hoaee^ 
The  one  wea  Beecaaary  to  be  givea,  and  ia  tbera^ 
fore  aeeared  by  the  CoBHitMUm ;  tbe  other  foi> 
lowed  aa  an  incident  to  tbe  formaiitm  of  tbto 
Honae;  therefore  it  ia  not  mentioned.  Tbt 
eluMe  in  the  fifth  section,  providing  "  that  each 
Hotiae  ntay  determine  the  roles  of  its  proceediag^ 
paniah  ita  membere  for  dieorderly  behavioar,  end^ 
with  tbecoaeorreaea  of  two-^inte,  eipel  ■  mei^ 
b«r,''eoiifitms  the  preceding  cooflinutioB.  Wbila 
ihie  Hovae,  from  iia  formation,  poeaeaaea  a*  as 
litoideat  the  power  to  remove  all  inleiroplioiii^ 
and  to  enforce  ite  protection,  ihia  incidental  a^ 
thoiity  would  not  exmnd  to  a  power  over  tha 
aeadiiet  and  tba  monk  of  its  own  membew 
Sappoae,  laid  Ht.  T.,  a  member  of  tbia  Ho«aa 
abonld  be  Bototiostly  ffBilty  of  atcaliaw;  th«  la* 
eideotal  authority  in  tola  Houae  to  protect. ileal£ 
ia  the  ordinary  prognea  of  legiatetioa,.  would  oat 
reach  tbe  Base.  He  would  oecapy  a  lone  eea^ 
without  tbe  power  of  this  Hoaee  to  Kmove  Um. 
Aad  yet,  withont  the  delegated  authority  to  pan- 
iah aad  10  eipel,  we  shoald  be  compelled  to  ba 
oAaded  with  bis  M«eeoee<  The  aeeult,  thn^ 
iDve,  is,  that  tbe  iamvidaal  privHega  of  mambeia 
i«  aeoated  by  tbe  CoaatitathMj  aacd  the  pawer  at 
the  Honte  over  It*  owa  body  is  czptnady  ptovid* 
ed,  while  the  atttbority  for  aelf-protaetioB  ia  n»> 
wbere  mentioned ;  bacanee  it  fallows  aa  a  aeee*> 
*aty  ioeident  and  an  inacparafale  aiiendaai  on  tha 
foramtioB  of  the  body. 

We  have  been  toM,  said  Mr.  T.,  with  giaal 
•mphaaiB  by  my  oolleagno,  (Mr.  SpEMoaaJ  that 
Ibe  pke  of  neceseity,  nnder  which  tbia  power  baa 
been  attempted  to  be  aopported,  J*  the  lymai^ 
plea.  The  honorable  geotlcBMn  frtwi  Ceatoekjr 
(Mr.  Aaaaaaoa)  aad  firom  Viigiaia  (Hr.  Baa- 
boub)  have  eoocnrred  in  the  aaecnion,  and  bava 
preeeed  with  great  ardor  the  odious  aepeat  of  tbii 
plea.  But,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  tbeae  gentlenaeo  oi^hl 
to  recollect  it  is  a  maxim  wiih  political  writer^ 
that  it  ia  not  the  rigor,  but  the  ioexpcdieaoy  of 
laws  or  acts  of  authority,  whieh  makoa  theoi 
tyraonieal.  Yon  may  inflict,  said  be,  the  puniab- 
meat  of  death,  and  it  ia  either  a  just  or  tytaanio 
act,  in  reference  to  the  ofienee  for  whieh  it  wan 
ioflioted.  Boi,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  will  gentlemen  erf 
out  tyranny,  aad  ulk  of  the  rigfau  of  man,  b»- 
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raOM  tkis  Hoaw  attempti  to  protect  itHlf  fron 
Ininlt,  and  to  mainulii  its  puritv  in  tb«  piognaa 
«f  IcKulalioD  1  Thia  love  of  libertr  >■  lugblf 
^ommeBdable,  and  1  apeak  of  it  not  as  a  matlet 
«f  aecDaalion,  nhile  I  do  nj,  it  is  the  ezeeai  ot 
libartp  which  hu  borne  awaj  the  feeljaga  of  gen- 
tlemea — made  ihem  loae  aigbl  of  the  object  of 
ingoirT,  and  induced  them  to  forget  the  real  mh' 
jeci  of  discouion.  A  villaaoaa  and  anMiocenfol 
«ltenipt  to  corrupt  the  inlerritjr  of  an  honorable 
member  of  ibia  Hoaae  is  the  rabject ;  and  yet, 
when  we  arrest  the  offender,  we  ate  indoeed  to 
forget  onr  own  privllegea,  while  we  liaieo  to  ele- 
gant hatangnea  from  ecotlemcD  on  the  other  aide 
df  the  Home,  aboot  the  pririleges  of  a  membeE 
and  tlie  tigbia  of  roan  I  The  anior  and  the  zeal 
diaplafed  opon  thia  oeeaaion  bare  had  the  effect 
lo  aeeOf  gentlemen  from  the  (round  of  diapute, 
and  bare  involved  thia  House  in  a  diacnasion 
eoncernioc  the  eominon  law  and  the  liberty  of  a 
citizen.  The  enthosiaam  of  liberij  had  burst 
forth  with  aaeh  a  coaslellaiioo  of^  talent,  and 
with  an  aapeot  zo  impogiag,  it  bad  even  made 
"  the  wrong  appear  the  better  reason."  We  have 
been  told,  said  Mr.  T.,  hf  ihe  genijemaa  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  BABBOoa,}  that  reaionfng  from 


dation  of  ibe  correetneat  of  his  position.  He 
had  lost  sight  of  the  iasnlted  dignilv  and  tiie  vio- 
lated right!  of  this  House,  while  he  had  dwelt, 
and  prcMed  with  great  force  upon  its  conaideia- 
tion,  the  infiingement  of  John  Anderson's  rights. 
It  ii  at  leaat,  said  Mr.  T.,  a  eaae  of  eonfljetin^ 

S'  [hta.  If  the  priaonet  baa  rights,  so  hare  ihis 
otue.  Whose  rights  are  TJolated,  is  the  que»- 
tion.  The  prisoner,  as  a  free  and  independent 
citizen,  has  a  right  to  walk  through  the  public 
aveiiue.  As  an  abstract  pro[)osltion.  no  one  dare 
deny  it.  Yet  if,  in  the  exercise  of  this  right,  he 
should  be  rode  over  by  a  carriage  in  the  lawfnl 
pomils  of  its  business,  the  qaeslion  arises,  which 
was  ont  of  place,  and  which  was  in  the  wronc. 
If  gentlemen  will  enlist  their  feelinga  for  one  side 
of  the  question,  and  for  one  class  o?  rishla,  they 
will  ever  be  in  an  error.  Mr.  T.  said  he  wished 
to  be  distinclljr  anderaiood.  For,  said  he.  be  it 
spoken  to  the  honor  of  tbia  House,  John  Ander- 
•on  has  no  defenders  on  this  floor;  wliile  the 
IKiociplea  of  liberty,  upon  which  his  cue  may  de- 
pend, and  which  may  esiabiiab  precedents  to  in- 
Tolre  the  rights  of  others,  bare  mtnr  honorable 
and  able  deienders  here. 

Mr.  T.  said,  while  himself  and  bis  auociates 
beno  at  A,  their  opponesia  commenced  al  B. 
While  we,said  he,  di*cuss,and  endeavor  to  main- 
taio,  the  power  and  privileges  of  ibis  House,  onr 
adversaries  diMUss  the  rifbt*  and  the  privileges 
«f  a  citizen.  They  maintain  their  argomenia 
with  genenil  propositions;  which,  while  ibey 
Might  not,  and  cannot  be  denied,  are  evidcoilr 
krelevant  and  inapplicable  to  the  real  jnbjeei  of 
Inquiry.  If  we  thus  start  fcom  different  propo- 
sitions, and  pursue  different  courses,  we  can  never 
hope  to  amve  at  Ihe  same  termination.  Sir,«aid 


Mr.  T.,  isaoe  your  wanaat  aniast  that  boHra- 
ble  gentleman,  (Mr.  Bi.nBaDBj  who  lu»  denied 
the  power  of  this  House  with  auch  ardor  lad 
ability,  and  brinif  him  before  .your  bar.  He  wodd 
stand  there  in  hia  native  ioDoeeace,  with  «  heait 
as  pure  as  his  head  is  sound.  He  wonld  denaad 
of  YOU  the  cause  of  hia  arrest,  and  ] 


so  feelingly  spoken.  Tbra  would  be  preaenteda 
ease  of  violence — an  instance  of  oDtngeapon  the 
liberty  and  the  rightsof  a  virtnowcitnen.  Tha 
all  Ibe  zeai,  (he  eloquenoft  and  the  talenta  which 
have  been  disfdayed  on  thia  oeoasion  would  bt 
justly  ealled  forth.  It  would  be  applicable  to  the 
anbject  of  ioanirr.  Bnt,saidMr.T,,r«ver»eiba 
scene;  atate  the  facts  aa  they  are  [  call  Jobo  At- 
deraon  to  your  bar.    He  woold  stand  there^  c 


prate  of  the  rights  of  man,  and  talk  of  the  iiti> 
erties  of  a  citizen  1  Should  he  demand  ibe  caaae 
of  his  arrest,  to  him  yon  ooi^d  respond.  The 
true  qneaiion  woold  then  be  faiily  stated.  It 
would  not  be  the  invaaioo  of  John  Anderw>a's 
rights,  but  the  insulted  dignity  of  this  House— 
an  unprincipled  attempt  to  corrupt  the  Legisla- 
tore  of  yoDT  eounlry,  and  poison  your  naiionaf 
couacila.  Where,  then,  is  the  tyranny,  Ihe  vio- 
lated liberties,  and  the  outraged  rishta,  of  whicli 
gentlemen  have  so  loudly  spoken?  Shall  sack 
an  act  of  villany  end  of  danger  pass  off  with  in- 
punity  1  Shall  we  be  told  that  this  Houm  have 
not  the  right  and  the  power  iosDanl,«Bd  to  pro- 
tect, and  to  defend  tbur  own  body  in  (be  joK 
and  ordinary  performanee  of  ita  legislative  dn- 
(iesl  Shall webedUturbed  with inpsnitywitkia 
the  valla  of  this  House,  or  shall  the  vieioiu  and 
(he  onprineipled  drum  beneath   yarn  windows, 


and  in(errup(  the  progieos  of  li^alalion,  and  we 
ait  here  witoout  the  power  to  prevent  {(T 
[Mr.  Basboob,  of  Vimnia,  n»e  le  ezplaia, 


and  said  i(  was  not  denied  that  (be  House  had  the 
power  to  keep  order,  and  quell  any  ditturbaooe 
within  these  walU.] 

Mr.  T.  said  the  explanation  of  (ha  hoaotaUe 
gentleman  had  given  aim  the  argument  {or  which 
He  was  coDtending.  Do  ^iTemen  admit  tha 
power  to  keep  order  within  tb*  walla  of  tbe 
House  7  I  ask  them,  said  Mr.  T.,  from  whence 
they  derive  that  right?  It  is  notdelegaledin  the 
ConsUtulioQ ;  we  Save  no  suinta  providiog  the 
power;  the  common  law  is  not  adopted  in  (hia 
oann(ry.  1  call  upon  the  geodemu,  said  Mi.  T;^ 
to  show  (be  aottority  for  (he  ezereiae  of  this 
righ(.  The  admission  of  this  right  is  an  admis- 
sion of  the  question  in  eontrorersy.  YeL  so 
strongly  have  the  gentlemen  felt  the  impenow 
necessity  of  thb  power  for  tbe  good  order  of  tte 
House,  they  have  yielded  it,  with  a  limitatiop  to 
the  walls  of  tbe  building,  and  thereby  yield  ihe 
point  in  dispute.  The  gentleman  from  Vi^aia 
(Mr.  Babboub)  has,  indeed,  endeavored  to  gaud 
against  (be  coodasion,  by  deriving  the  power 
from  the  right  of  property,  aa  oceapaate  of  the 
building. 
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Sb,  nl4  Mf.  T^  the  dwM  of  Am  poww  lo  & 
iadieial  or  «  leguluin  body  ha*  been  reaetrcd 
foi  tbii  oeeasieo,  uid  for  Ida  aidot  of  ihii  de- 
bate. If  I  am  not  fraatlr  mUutoi,  «aid  Mt.  T^ 
tbare  i»  no  initanco  in  the  btelorf  of  eourU,  or 
Dm  proeeediDgs  of  PaillamenL  in  whioh  tbe  «Z> 
iftenee  of  tbii  tigbt  baa  baea  d«uad.  It  ia  arn 
admLtted  b^  all  partitait  writen,  anoDg;  wham 
he  would  nentiou  JaaitM  •>  the  moat  eoBapianoaa, 
whilst  tha  abuse  of  the  power  wa«  stTonglf  eon- 
trenrted.  and  ita  linilalioa  waa  aioqtWBtTr  ntaia- 
tained.  Here  ihea,  said  Hr.  T^  ia  a  aolaiiin  of 
the  whole  diScnllr.  Tha  exiaience  of  the  tif  ht 
is  admitted.  The  extent  of  the  ri^ht  «ad  iha 
axpedieaef  of  ila  exerciee  are  q^ueatioDa  of  gicU 
motnenl,  and  tipon  which  there  u  abundaot  nod 
foi  difierence  of  ofHoioii.    Here  ii  tbe  giovnd 


itaelf  into  a  qaeaiioD  of  espedieDaj  aa  to  the  ax- 
erciaeofUiepoweT.  Howare  theftcta?  Doling 
inffieieatlr  call  for  the  ioterpoBllion  of  ihiaHoaae? 
Here  i*  to  begia  the  ioqHirr  the  oppieaaioR  Md 
the  injuatice  of  wbicb  gentlemeo  lo  mtieh  ituj  i£, 
in  the  exercise  of  this  ^wer,  tbe  House  shall  fo 
t>eyoad  the  aeccsiary  laainlenaitee  of  ita  jual  dig- 
nity, aod  iu  doe  proieotion  and  self-pnaervatioa 
in  the  perftwmBDce  of  lis  datiet.  Party  tiowa 
baro  piodaccd  excesses,  and  exhibited  acta -of 
pwrly  Tiolenee.  But  tfae  abuse  of  a  power  can 
*^    orged  as  ao  awtimaai  against  ib  exist- 

,         e  it  may  be  jut*' ' 

pediency  of  its  exercise.       _    

tote  ni  warrant  any  further  proeaeding  on  the 
part  of  this  House?  An  attempt  has  bMn  made 
to  bribe  a  member  of  this  Hoase,  ihe  atetrmaa 
of  the  Committee  of  Chuma.  Tha  impoftanea 
of  thisatumptis  best  known  by  adfoitlag  to  tha 
course  of  business  on  thia  loor.  All  the  business 
of  this  Hoosa  is  lefeirad  lo  tbe  sereial  eoauut- 
tees,  and  it  is  the  cooaiant  order  lo  ditpenaa  with 
tha  reading  of  the  pspen  and  doennenia.  It  ia, 
in  substance,  confided  to  Ihe  diflireat  i 


I  this  Hoate  could  neYer  ptegress  ._ 
iheir  businesi.  What  isibeicaiiU?  An  attempt 
has  been  made  to  corropt  the  man  who  balds  the 

Earse-striBnof  your  Treaatiry;  to  bribe  a^maof 
er  of  ibis  Souse  in  the  perfi»mao<te  of  hu.lagia- 
latire  dntiei.  He  eonld  not,  he  eiid,  imagine  a 
more  daring  actof  high-handed  rillany.  Ha  moat 
sincerely  hoped  erery  member  of  this  Honse  was 
proof  against  the  baneful  iaflaenee  of  such  at- 
But  he  WW  anwilliog  to  i^oclaim  that 
not  possess  the  power  to  punish  them,  and 
to  soffer  the  perpetratan  to  prowl  about  oar 

"luaaaadofiend  itT-'"- •'-' ""^  ■ 

d  Mr.  T^  is  it  no  o 
B  House— pollute 
and  poison  the  source  of  all  laws? 
deliberations  of  (his  Honse  depend  the  question 
of  peace  or  war.  Tbe  prosperity  and  the  happi- 
ness of  our  country,  the  liberty  and  tbe  lives  of  a 
free  people  are  dependent  upon  our  deliberalionk 
An  attempt  to  oorrnpt  yonr  national  aouncils  ji 
an  otEinceofsacbiD^goitodeas  to  embraee  within 


ittei^Bsa  snb^ivisioB,e«ery  other  crime  knonn 
to  your  laws.  Rain  and  disaitar,  treason,  strats- 
gaao,  and  spoil,  follow  in  ila  Irain.  Its  eonae- 
q nances  ara  too  tmaanse  lo  deaeribe,  "tooTast, 
Mo  boundless,  to  czphuo."  And  whan  we  arraign 
at  our  bar  snsh  a  colprit,  are  gentlemen  lo  fargat 
the  dignity,  the  duties,  and  the  priTilegea  of  utia 
House,  and,  ia  their  undne  JMlonsy  <^  vested 
powers,  to  talk  of  the  rights  of  man  and  the 
privileges  of  a  citizen  1  It  is  (he  misapptieation 
of  B  TiriBons  love ;  it  is  the  entbuaiasm  and  mad- 
iMss  of  liberty  which  impels  to  such  a  conrae. 

Mr.  T.  proeacded  to  answer  sereraJ  other  ob- 
jections, and  toorgesomeadditioiwiargnmentst 
and  finally  conelttded,  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
a  clear  oase  that  (he  Hoose  possessed  the  power, 
and  that  they  ought  to  )»oeeed  and  arraign  John 
Anderson  at  their  bar ;  and  if,  apon  inveatiga- 


lund  to  b 


pass  upon  h  _     

just  regard  to  the  fniure  safety  <^  this  Hotma 
should  require. 

Mr.  HoPKiNaoK  spoke  as  follows ;  If  I  constd- 
ercd  the  raolutions  now  under  dtscusaian  to  have 
no  other  eSect  than  to  provide  for  the  escape  of 
aa  iniigni&cant  iudividnal  from  the  punishment 
most  justly  due  to  hia  gross  aad  dangerons  c^ 
fence )  if  1  did  not  consider  them  as  prostrating 
the  dignity  and  safety  of  the  Representatives  at 
the  people  of  the  United  Butes,  1  should  not  ask 
your  iodntgenee  while  I  oAer  my  remarks  upon 
them.  Bat  it  is  one  of  those  cases  in  whioh  peat 
principlas  arise  oat  of  a  petty  tnoaaetioo)  and 
iipporiaBtconaaqaeneas  must  lollov  from  the  de- 
cision wbicb  shall  be  nude.  In  the  outset  of  tbe 
discussion,  let  us  correctly  understand  who  ara 
tho  panic*  in  tbe  controversy.  It  has  been  rep- 
resented that  the  right*  and  liberties  of  tho  eiti- 
zen,  eoDcenualed  and  pedwonifled  in  John  Ander- 
son, are  fouad  on  one  side  of  the  question,  and 
the  personal  privilege*  of  the  members  of  this 
House  on  the  other.  This  is  not  a  correct  view 
of  the  su^ecL  The  members  of  this  House  per- 
sonally, individually,  as  for  thaiiuelvea,claim  noth- 
ing in  this  arguDient;  they  aak  no  protection; 
they  assert  no  privileges.  The  pretension,  audi 
as  il  is,  it  made  in  our  collective  rcpreaentativc 
oapaeiiy;  standing  iu  the  place  of  the  whole 

Epie  of  the  United  States,  maintainiog  their 
tiiy,  Bsserling  their  rights,  providing  for  their 
ity.  It  is  we  then  that  ua  with  the  people, 
and  tbe  people  with  us,  in  thia  contrornsy ;  aiul 
on  the  other  side  w*  sec  bat  John  Andoaon,  an 
ncknowledgad  criminal,  who  has  insulted,  uid 
endeavarcalo  corrupt,  the  Repreteatatlvcs  of  tha 
people  of  the  United  State*,  to  tbe  great  injury  and 
t^fpKt  of  the  peo{de.  If,  therefore,  I  could  ever 
be  influenced  Iu  my  ooaduei  here  by  mere  pi^- 
larily,  I  could  never  feel  myself  sater  in  that  re- 
spect than  at  this  moment.  Having  thus  suted 
the  parties  to  the  dispute,  let  u*  taquite  into  the 
points  of  difierence  between  n*.  In  doing  this  I 
would  lay  this  psrticolar  case  out  of  view,  as  in- 
deed the  discussion  has  resolved  itself  into  an 
abstract  question  of  right  and  power.  We  con- 
wnd  this  Iqjslaiive  body  of  the  people  of  tha 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


783 


HKTORS^'Oi'  ooiroitsss. 


734 


F.a^a. 


OmtfCatmiA  Aniettmu 


Jakd&kt,  IRS. 


bitad  StBtei  bM,  and  nut  MoeiMntr,  fnm:-  the 
Tnyflaiura  lad  mm  of  ita  nmiebce,  b«f  e,  within 
itMir,  and  of  itMlf,  the  p>mr  to  proMei  itMlf  ud 
ita  BMBbera,  white  aeling  nydn-  il*  amhoritr  aad 
in  in  mttk*,  Avm  every  attanpt  to  o««awt  i«t 
Mtk«rUi«Ba  by  riolnce,  or  polinn  Ibem  by  ooiw 
'  roplioa.  Tbis,  we  ny,  is  a  ^wer  iahereat  ia, 
and  ioiepantiM  from,  tlie  recy  eziiiesec  of  ibe 
bad?— «reaud  with  it,Mid  derived  from  tlieunM 
aMkorilf.  Ail  tfai*  \w  denied  by  oar  cw) 
fa*  will  obaarra,  ur,  I  keep  out  ot  \ 
lUliag  iliiftpi<apoMQon,«Tery  idea  of  puniaJ 
for  aa  o&avt  or  erne )  tbne  aratdliig  a  _ 
ViaaaAf  objeetiwii  growio;  oat  of  tbat  new  of 
tbe-EUbjeet,  aad  founded  on  the  prorbioai  ia  the 
GonMhniioa  for  the  ttiai  and  paniidiment  of 
crlnleK  I  coiuideT  the  right  ooDtended  for  tolely 
a*  a  ^tactiog,  not  ai «  vitidiciiTe  «  paaiihing 
pawer,  and  of  ooatBe  the  exerelie  aad  extent  of 
the  right  ia  detemiaed  and  limited  by  the  pro- 
taelioa  required,  be  that  taora  or  less.  !■  there, 
»r,  any  rigbt,  is  there  any  principle,  Dore  fami- 
lar  with  the  natanof  man  than  tbie,  af  telf-pro- 
teeiioa  froaa  every  ipeciea  of  injury  7  Do  I  eay, 
with  the  nalnrn  of  man  7  I  tod,  with  tbe  oaniM 
of  every  living  b^ngi  The  meaaaH  reptile,  ih«> 
ftableet  animal  that  crawl*  and  breatbea  up<» 
the  earth,  ataeiti  aad  aieraitee  it ;  repel*,  to  the 
atmoit  of  its  atnaglh,  every  boeiil*  ama<rii,  and 
caaaidera  ita  own  pnacrration  aa  the  firal  of  its 
AMtaa.  Nor,  indeed,  ia  this  all-pervading  priaei* 
^  Obnfined  to  animal  life  j  ih«  vegetaUe  wvrld 
tkima  it  abo;  The  rase  preseaU'  a  Ibora  to  the 
hnd  that  Bttaila  it  too  mdely  |  and  the  MBntive 
pfamt  shfiaka  ftoni  the  touch  of  pollution,  la 
tiih  Uooae,  tfaea,  the  only  body,  naiaral  or  politi- 
eal,  which  must  bare  itaelf,  nDreafsthigty,  to  the 
Tioleace  of  the  raffias  aad  the  comiplioiie  of  the 
daprated  1  No,  air,  we  maintain  that  the  people 
of  the  United  Snua,  ia  creating  it,  iatended  to 
ereai^ and  did  create,  a  p«rfeet,aomplete,  and  ef- 
leieBt  beiag,  competent  lo  all  its  n>es,aad  efllewnt 
in  every  power  neeeaamry  for  them  i  and  act  a 
■RBMahle  ddaraid,  poweiieaa  being,  to  be  irod* 
dcB  apoB  withom  rMreae,  aad  donUed  widi  im- 
]Mnity.  Such  ia  onr  grornd.  What,  than,  ie 
oppoeed  to  opintoaa  apparently,  at  leMl,  ao  strong 
and  onimpMchaUe  /  Why,  air,  the  CoDsfilU- 
tion— the  right*  of  the  eiti»n— the  daagev  of 
miriteges  andeflaed  and  oodefinable.  Il  ie  Hot 
taned  that  other  rimilarbodiea  in  other  eonairiee 
aa  well  a*  our  own  j  (hat  courts,  great  and  amall, 
dmro  to  a  petty  jUatl<«)  poaaen  lae  power  now 
Wotendedlbr;  but  the  Congrcn  of  the  United 
Scatea  moat  not  hare'itjMoaoaa  of  the' previsions 
of  Ibe  CanstiWtioQ.  Where  are  they,  then?  In 
wtmtaiiiele  or  seeiiaa  of  that  ioMroment?  I 
agrae,  most  ejplicilly,  that  It  is  tejd  to  show  the 
reasotMblanesBj  the  aeceasity,  the  antiquity,  the 
moiveraality  of  the  principle  we  aoatend  for,  if 
the  CoDstiiutioa  prohibits  it  to  ns.  In  that  case 
wemtist  abandon  it.  I  surrender  every  thing  to 
that  snpreiHe  power.  But,  air,  I  may  be  permit- 
tad  to  say,  that  if  the  Conslitotion  of  the  United 
Bute*  really  has  tahen  frota  tbia  body  a  power 
basetofora  Moving  to  every  sInUar  body,  we 


have  a  right  to  czpaet  and  demand  that  it  be 

oleariy  and  explicitly  ahffwa  ;  and  that  it  meld 
be  most  eexy  lo  ahow  it.  Yet  we  fintf  lb«  gea- 
Ucraea  who  bald  this  gmwnd  have  no  eeacen  er 
acreement  aa  to  win  pan  of  the  CenHfiaiioa 
eoalaias  this  inpwiant  probibilioD.  Ofre  fisd* 
il  in  certain  proviaioaa,  which  be  aasens  to  fa* 
ekarandcoDclaiivej  aaoiher  infers  it  rroBeei>. 
imn  givea  powwia,  which  are  alleged  M  be  uda- 
alve:  of  all  othen ;.  and  a  third  ehe*  deduce*  'Vl 
from'  the  aatiite  and  spirit  ot  onr  GovemnnL 
Nowv  ^1  >(  ia  not  unlWir  4a  say  that  a  probibiiisa 
sodiffioalt  tobcfixedioaay  pariof  the  Ceaatita- 
lion,'  realty  exists  in  no  part  of  it ;  aad  that  w* 
aaed  aot  fear  lo  violate  aa  ioatrumcnt  whisk 
lakes  so'Unte  care  of  itself  ia  this  reweot. 

The  bonorable  gentleman  from  New  Yoik, 
who  inirodueed  the  rnalatiaiu,  relied  on  expm 
prahibitioaa,  which  he  Iboogbt  be  discovered  ii 
those  pnrta  of  the  Cooatiintioo  which  reqtrire  aa 
aBtbptevSam  to  tbeitaaiBgofawafrant;  which 

K«tcot'ihc  cMisea  from  being  called  le  aaawer 
ranycrimc,  tialessoa  the  pteacBtment  or  in- 
dictmcai  of  a  ^nd  jury,  aecoriag  bim  from  be- 
ing pBl  twice  in  jeoMtrdy  fw  the  same  <^ei)ec; 
aad  which  assure  lo  htm  a  public  trial  by  an  ii» 
partial  yarr.  The  aecority  of  theae  impaiiaat 
r^t*  is  found  in  the  fourth^  fifth,  and  siiA 
ameadmania  of  the  CoaatiuMKra^  I  oball  cDil 
to  tronUe  the  Hob*b  in  tiM  anawers  I  h»d  inlead* 
ed  to  make  lo  theae  •cveral  ot^eetiotu,  beetiM 
they  have  beam  aafflciantly  re&Hed  alreidy,  aad 
bcctnae,  in  the  aabeequeDt  itagu  ttf  (he  iMste, 
they  aarm  to  have  bero  atandoued  by  ewry  body. 
1  aoamder  them  to  have  died  a  nuaial  death, 
and  watild  aot  diaiwb  their  Mpcae.  As  lo  oar 
having  Isaucd  the  watMntfor  arresiing  AadwaoB, 
wilbout  ■  prerioaa  eath  of  hia  c^nee,  ii  ia  ob- 
vious thM,  if  the  riijeciloB  be  well  fonnded,  il 
eOmeeloalMC;  and  aan  be  ao  Tcaaon  for  passing 
tbc  readwion  dlreciiag'  kia  discharge.  The  at* 
— '-.efitMiPaiiU  be  »  aekwnriedge  aad  eotreel 
nw,  aad  dcMinhiU wHil il  waa done.  Bat, 
■lb,  It  wae  ao  error,  provided  we  hare  paw- 
pioe«d  ia  the  aaae  at  alt.  I  acad  IM  repeat 
what  bai  been^  eo  well  aaid,  to  show  that  the 
dauaeiat  the  CcMdtwion  oa  ihi**ab}Bet  ha*  not, 


otb«t  objects.  I  deftad  ^e'wanrant  wllboaroMfc 
on  Ihii  ground.  We  aasn  ma  the  rjgbt  to  act  at 
all  in  iha  case,  fiwm  tha  powers  we  allege  to  ba 
neeeaaarily  vaated  ia  every  public  tiody ;  aad,  thii 
ealabliahcd,  We  look  to  the  mode  of  prooeeding 
in  tbccxcrniae  of  tbia  power,  to  the  preeedeati 
aad  pradice  ef  similar  bediea,  asUng  in  similK 
oases.  We  tdn  the  whole  system  together,  U 
well  the  pawer  claimed  ao  the  mean*  of  civiag 
it  effiMt  aad  opetatfon.  Now.  witboiit  loohng  » 
the  pKCsdeois  of  the  British  ParliameM,  we  bsre 
the  eXanple  oT  oar  Congreaa,  in  a  okac  ia  ereiy 
reapeot  the  same  with  thta,'eveii  to  the  natire  « 
the  offeoee.  In  Ae  caae  of  Randall  and  Whitney, 
often  H  --■--'--    - - 


[  placw,  and  it  bcvm  was  req  aired  thai 
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b«T  ikvaM  itriff  ikait  MpKMStMiOM  bf  m 
mth.    So  ia  ovtTj  tubn  imWKt. 

The  hoMraMs  ^«plto«M  fron  Naw  York  b«T- 
Dg  MiaUiihed  kiAtalf,  u  ba  MppcMd,  on  ki* 
ITonatitBtioiial  groand,  of  wUeb  I  ahsll  ntk*  no 
urther  renwric,  pfoecs4ed  )»  mmuU  Ikct  of  hu 
tpponeata.  H«  Mf  >  we  im»«n  to  nMoaitf,  tfaal 
>i««  of  trrtnla.  Whjr,  lir,  ii  Otttj  bt  tke  pin  of 
rriDU,  bn  HiDradlf  it  a  BM  eiohuively  tk»li» 
It  h  theptraof6Ter«badr,wb«iBnrilaxbu.  It 
a  r«|prd«d  br  efwyooAf,  and  mogniMd  by  ike 
mw.  Yow  eomta  datlf  dvpnt  fron  g«B«ralBnd 
nUUnhtd  ntei,  m  the  pirn  of  ancMtf.  Mao 
ire  penniited  to  ji»ltfy  or  cxeue  ibemaelTCa)  ob 
Lhia  plea,  fm  aeM  otbtrwise  indeiadMblat  a'Ti  ■»* 
lomttah,  tbal  tbe  neeeuHj  a  man  Bay  be  «ader 
lo  MTB  hia  own  Itfa  maf  iuatify  bis  ukiDg  that 
if  aDMber.  I  k«pa,  iboefore,  we  iball  not  fall 
iDder  a  beavr  coadeBDatioD  lor  MMrtiag  to  thi> 
alea,  if  we  hiirlr  make  out  a  eaae  iinder  it.  Tbia, 
lowem,  ia  denied.  We  are  told  tbat,  h  icgarda 
any  aetml  violeaee  to  tbe  Honae  itself,  dialarbing 
itB  praowdnK*,  there  ia  ao  neee Hiiy  for  ikti  fn- 
seediof ,  beeaaae  yoa  nay  not  ooi  or  nmore  tb* 
offender.  FHret,  MC  aie  aak  ibe  pndaoMB  wko 
Kt*  M  liberal  aa  to  gmi  tM  thii  powar,  and  ^t 
will  allow  tM  notliinrnoi  found  in  tbe  Geoaiua- 
tioB,  wbera  tbfly  in/it  in  tkK  iBBtmiaent ;  and 
if  tbey  olata  a  light,  nod  iMply  nr  anaua,  from 
necesnty,  m  &r,  what  k  to  prevMt  etbef  Mnle- 
men  who  think  the  aeanaity  gMa  mmh  farther, 
fron  implying  or  aaavaina  k  tn  the  ewast  of 
ttieir  DDtionr  of  the  neaeaakyl  Can  it  be  pt** 
te«ded  that  tkia  neeaarity,  ifaat  is  the  aaceaiicy  of 
pravenlinff  kmimI  lioleiMe  and  inteiraptioit  W  iba 
body  wfaiH  riitiDg,  e«lh  for  no  more  ibas  Iha 
ri|^t  of  potUiig  ont  tbe  ofleBder;  aad  lint  tlie 
VBomeni  ne  ii  tkraii  over  yoar  tbtaabold  yout 
power  orer  bim  ecnaet  t  WbM,  air,  is  the  ralne 
of  pufiiog  him  ont,  witboat  tbe  right  of  keeping 
bin  ontf  Thia,  then,  ia  ntMnatmlly  tke  gtwnt 
diftreDoe,  and  the  only  diflerence  Mtween  aa. 
Onr  oppeneMB  nre  aatiued  with  the  right  of  put- 
ting tbe«flteder  oat  of  vnx  ball,  nud  ik  ekdn 
the  fnnber  right  of  keeping  him  oni.  WithwR 
ibia  he  way  ratnn  iimnntly,  ngnia  nitd  ag&, 
md  Iba  tinra  and  stHntim  of  Aia  ba4y  wotiU  be 
wildly  eoMancd  in  tfaii  pttMil  eMMtt  *idi  a 
rnOaD.  The  rigkt  topaCMK  fawdttbaMking, 
while  yon  eonple  it  wMt  n  right  and  power  u 
some  ia.  I  bera  agaiii  diaehtim  the  eomiBlhaent 
by  the  HoQH  for  a  eontempt,  ta  be  in  tbe  nainre 
of  a  pnniehmeni  t  it  U  eattrely  a  power  of  pto- 
taettoa;  if,  tfacrafore,  itikatlbe  jndgnd  neocanrry, 
to  ptevent  a  repaiilioB  of  tbe  Mfenee,  to  cnnmtt 
the  efleader  to  enstndy;  it  nay  be  dane  on  (he 
strieteu  princt^e*  of  idf-preaervalion  and  adf- 
pi«tactioB,aDd  witkant  any  inlfiBgemeit  irf  those 
parts  of  the  OoaaHintion  whiab  praride  far  tke 
proeeeniiott  and  paaisknient  of  ertmes.  So  far 
IB  relation  to  nsmnhs  made  Bppa  the  UoiHe  eel- 
leeiively ;  and  1  iboold  think  it  is  manifest  the 
neeeMtty  exists  to  tbe  whole  extent  we  oonteMd 
for.  la  it  not  alea  loaa  regmrda  tbe  personal  s»- 
eortty  of  the  indiridnal  nemtor,  a^ng  nndcr  the 
awbwity  nd  in  tbe  aaeriee  ef  the  Boose,  awl 


tberebre,  I  akenld  think,  cAitM  t«  ikft.  w4olt 
pntselioB  of  the  Hoosa  7  Sir,  enry  Baember  t4 
ikis  body,  and  note  espeeially  sMch  •■  awapaM 
tbe  inporiant  ooramittee*,  Is  in  a  peeuUar  ma»> 
Bar  exposed  to  a  vniieiy  of  assanlu  npcm  hia 
banor.  Bis  fcelinga,  bis  lotegiiiy,  and  his  persoB] 
which  tbe  eitiaen  is  wboUy  free  of.  IM  tke  peo* 
pie  plBoe  OS  ia  ibeee  usU  of  daBger*  nneeretad 
and  nnnemad  for  salf-defeaee  7  Peosliar  tuaard 
demands  nad  jostile*  peeoUar  safeganrda ;  nod 
tbe  people  of  the  Unilad  Stateaare  not  so  Mirisa 
at  nnjtut  as  to  aiy  to  nsy  you  sfaaU  enBdoMar  nn* 
eommoB  daagefs  BBd  hirve  no  saore  tbaa  eommon 
proteetieos.  For  their  owa  snhes  they  oonld  nM 
My  M }  for,  iBaeaawefa  aa  it  la  for  itatm  weaetand 
l^iskle,  it  is  all-innfiortaBt  to  then  weabould  de 
so  withoot  Jear,  WHkoat  favor,  ud,  above  al^ 
wiikoBt  eorruptiea.  The  disgrace  May  be  ennt 
bat  tbe  iqary  will  be  tbdra.  Wkeo  yon,  Ur. 
Speaker,  netiag  aa  tbe  orgaB  of  this  body,  plana 
•  gendeoaaB  at  tke  headoTaB  imponaai  eomnait- 
tee,  do  yoB  meaa  to  throw  bim  on  hia  own  per- 
sonal nWBBs  of  saeotiiy  in  Ike  exmeise  of  tke  d»- 
lie*  yoa  impose  npM  bim?  If  so,  who  betiaftn 
will  neeept  tke  appointnent,  or  disahasga  th« 
dniy  1  I  beg  geatlMMB  to  oonuder  ia  wknt  ai«- 
nMion  tbey  will  place  tbe  CbaitoiMi  of  tbe  Con^ 
miltee  of  Claims,  wb«  brongbt  tki*  nffiur  bef«i« 
tke  Hansen  if  they  pass  tbeee  reeolotiona.  It  wiU 
be  to  my  to  bin,  yon  knee  been  groasly  inaolwil 
by  this  nan ;  row  honor  has  been  riolniadi  ynwr 
feelings  oauaged ;  bnt  really  It  is  no  aur  of 
owe;  it  is  a  natter  between  yon  wd  John  An* 
deraoB,  wbieb  yon  mnst  aeitla  with  bim  aa  y«a 
can.  U  yon  ean  see  or  indict  him^  tke  neoila 
are  opea  to  yon ;  bat  if  Ibis  eaanoi  be  done,  yo« 
mnit  icsert  to  yoar  own  meansin  your  own  mg, 
I  beg  Mtlcnen  seriously  to  r«flac^  wketber  nnp 

of  lealiag  or  honor  will  serre  you  or  the 

le  upon  such  terms  as  theea.    If  member*  of 

ingrem  nre  to  raseoi  and  redren  penenal  nit 
froDU  Bad  ininries,  attack*  made  upon  tlMm  aa 
nembere  of  Congress,  and  only  beoanse  tbey  an 
so,  the  people  beratfter  mnst  choose  tbeir  S«pt«> 
•eniatires,  not  for  their  wisdom,  expaiienee^nnid 
inte^iy^bnt  for  tbe  streogtb  of  their  nnrrantnai 
tbe-  poarer  of  their  arnis. 

'nia  Imnnrmbl*  ^tleaun  from  New  Yotk  neiS 
attaekn  ns  for  relying  on  precedent*  tc  snMoit  wt 
dcelntiag  Ikat  tbey  are  tbe  exnadieM  orn  bad 
annac.  Hot  so  my  my  books  and  azparienea.  OM 
tbe  eontrary,  I  hare  neca  (asgbt  to  enuider  ■■ 
adberenee  to  precedents  a*  the  nettainty  of  ib« 
law;  as  the  great  safety  of  every  rishtto  theeiti- 
zea.  To  bare  the  law  fixed,  and  la  kaow  wbM 
it  is,  is  ike  giwal  desiderauim  in  the  adminisir*- 
lioB  of  justice,  eiril  and  ctimioii;  in«onneb  thni 
learned  judge*  faave  said  it  i*  of  more  imporlanee^ 
ia  naaay  cases,  tbal  the  law  shoold  be  certain 
ibanrigbL  If  precedcouarediiregnTdedi  if  what 
is  the  rule  of  action  to-day  wa*  not  the  ruie  yet- 
lerday,  and  will  not  be  ao  to-morrow,  wbatgnidn 
has  ike  citizen  for  hiaeonduct;  what  security  kna 
he  for  hispsTson,  his  property,  bis  most  sacrad 
righli?  Wnai,  iben,  are  the  proocdenta  we  re^ 
on,  in  lupport  of  the  power  in  cnscs  of  conMiptl 
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Tb«r  m  nmiMhed  fron  the  nnunpl««  of  t&t 
Briliilt  PwliamBnt ;  of  onr  own  Codckm  ;  of  our 
Sum  Iwitlanina;  and  of  tteij  coart  in  iIm  eogn- 
trv}  DiAinc  m  body  and  Weight  of  preecdent 
Which  we  caDBOt  dincgard  wiuioat  more  coofi- 
jknee  in  ovneJvea,  and  more  mponaibilitr  tkan 
lam  willing  to  aarame.  WhatsTei  difierenee 
there  may  be  in  the  mBoner  or  extent  of  exereia- 
ieg  the  power,  the  priacipie  Is  esMBtiallf  the 
Mune  in  Ml.  I  beg  leare  to  ii]<|niie  into  tbe  ob- 
^lioDs  of  ibete  aeveral  aBthoritiea;  fint  premie- 
ug,  that  I  do  not  mean  to  found  the  right  npon 
tbem^  or  to  eontider  them  as  creating  or  giring 
the  right,  bat  merely  aa  evidenee  of  its  aiaienee 
and  Qtiliiy.  They  faroiih  argument  rather  than 
anthmily.  First,  as  to  the  ttmge  of  the  Britiah 
^rliament.  1  will  not  be  andeniood  aa  pretend- 


ing that  this  ntage  hai  anjr  binding  foree  npon 
•tl".  ii__ e .  -J  j^  g„j,  i^rei     '    "  * 


;  bat  1 


tkia  Honta  of  any  aort.  ur  lu  hdj'  uf^twi  uui  i 
may  my,  tliera  ii  suck  a  similarity  in  many  of 
tbe  great  iwlnciplea  of  the  oonatrnction  of  the 
British  OovemmenI  and  our  own,  that  we  may 
wisely  take  into  our  consideration  what  they 
hare  fond  expedient  and  afe  to  be  done  in  sim- 
ilar ciream stances.  We  may  look  to  them  for 
insUaetEon  in  legisbtion  as  we  do  in  law,  modi- 
flloe,  or  any  of  tbe  sciences ;  we  may  nse  the  lea- 
■ou  of  their  experience  and  the  light  of  their 
knowk^e,  without  degradation  or  sabserrteney. 
Bat,  to  break  as  ap  in  iku  part  of  onr  argaraent, 
we  are  told,  with  some  exultation,  (hat  this  is  the 
cemnMn  law  of  England,  and  which  hai  bo  an- 
thority  or  force  in  this  country,  and  that  it  has 
been  eo  repeatedly  decided  by  the  Sopreme  Court 
of  (he  United  States.  Both  positions  are  nn- 
fnnaded.  In  the  first  place,  the  power  in  quee- 
tkm  is  not  derived  from  the  common  law  of  Bng- 
laml;  and,  in  the  second  place,  (he  Bapreme 
Court  never  has  decided  that  that  common  law 
has  no  force  or  anthority  in  th  is -coon  try ;  bntex- 
aetly  tbe  reverse.  As  to  the  first  point ;  the  right 
we  contend  for  has  neither  its  origin  or  its  an- 
thority  in  the  common  law  of  England.  Ii  is 
the  taw  of  nature  and  necessity.  It  is  a  cocral 
with  the  first  assemblage  of  men  that  erer  met 
together  for  ddibetation  or  action ;  for,  wilhoat 
it,  they  could  neither  hare  deliberated  or  acted. 
Il  is  long  antecedent  to  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land,  and  the  existence  of  England  herself;  and 
Is  now  known  and  practised  where  neither  Eng- 
land or  her  common  law  hare  ever  been  heard  of. 
Too  will  8fid  it  asserted  and  nnderstood  equally 
in  the  le|tslatiTa  asiemblies  of  Greece,  and  at  the 
cooneil  flret  of  the  Cherokees.  It  belongs  to  no 
slate  of  soeietr  or  period  of  time,  but  Is  as  nni' 
▼ersal,  as  the  law  of  aelf-preserration  from  rio- 
letaee  and  injnry.  The  decision  of  the  Bnpreme 
Court  on  the  common  law  of  England,  if  we  can 
properly  tay  anything  has  been  deeided,  applies 
obI^  to  the  question,  whether  (be  courts  of  the 
United  Stales  have  jurisdiction  of  offences  at 
common  law;  that  is,  whether  ifaey  can  under- 
take to  try  and  punish  a  crime,  the  trial  and  pun- 
ishment of  which  is  not  expressly  given  to  tnem 
by  the  ConatitQtion,  or  some  law  of  the  United 
BtBlna.    Even  this  limited  question  can  hardly 


)d;  BltkoBghtwo  hoBonhlefeB- 
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reapeeted  in  his  profeaoMal,  and  the  other  in  hu 
jnfeial  ehaiactciv-hare  declared  it  has  been  it- 
peatadly  decided,  they  have  Mt  been  good  eaoagh 
to  refer  ns  to  these  repeBted  daeiaioBs. 

The  genilonran  from  Miaaitsipiii  read  the  opin- 
ion of  a  sinrie  judge  of  the  Baprema  CooTt,wlih 
whom,  I  belieTe,  tbe  doubt  origiaated;  butttii 
cannot  be  called  the  oninioB  of  the  court.  And 
the  gentleman  from  new  York  referred  to  a>- 
other  ease,  which,  if  b  true,  aa  far  as  it  goe^  w« 
tbe  opiaioB  of  the  court.  But  it  paaaed  witboQ 
argnmenl ;  and  the  jndges  of  the  Supreme  Coait 
hare  been  so  far  from  eoBatdering  tbe  qoaetua 
settled  by  that  eaaa,  that,  eo  late  aa  in  th*  ye« 
1816,  they  inrited  an  a^nment  of  the  questioa, 
some  of  them  indeed  declaring  they  ecmsid^M 
the  point  aetded,  and  others  as  expressly  anying 
they  did  not  so  eonsider  it ;  and  all  being  wiuiag 
to  bear  the  aignment,  which  is  never  alTowad  on 
a  decided  qneetion.  Let  that  point,  however,  b« 
or  be  not  decided,  it  is  widdy  dtfierent  from  the 

CwitioD  now  taken  that  tbe  eommoa  law  oE  Bsg> 
ad  baa  no  force  or  anthority  in  the  court*  of 
this  eooniry ;  the  contrary  of  which  ii  recog- 
nUed  almoet  daily  by  erery  conrt  in  the  coun- 
try. It  is  renaikaUc  that  its  authority  ha*  be«i 
patttcalarly  acknowledged,  and  by  the  Bnpreme 
Court  too,  in  the  rery  matter  of  contempt;  the 
whole  maBBer  of  proceeding  in  cases  of  that  kind 
being  derived  from  the  common  law.  Tbe  gea- 
tlemaa  from  New  York,  in  order  to  prove  llut, 
eran  in  relation  to  contempts,  the  courts  act  un- 
der a  statute  of  the  United  Statu,  and  indepead- 
eni  of  the  common  law,  has  referred  to  an  act  of 
Congress,  passed  Siih  B^temher.  1789 ;  by  the 
17th  saotion  of  which  it  is  enaaicd  that  the  eonits 
of  the  United  States  shall  bare  power  to  great 
new  trials,  for  reason*  heretofore  allowed,  &c^  a 
impoae  and  administer  all  aeeeaaary  oaths,  Ac, 
aM  to  punish  all  eoBtempts  o{  anthoiiiy  in  aay 
cavsa  or  henriag  before  them ;  and  Ibi*  is  tbe  law 
relied  npon  to  show  that  the  common  law  has 
been  driven  out  of  our  courts.  BeaUylraavsay 
to\ho  gentlemaB,  in  relation  le  Ibis  act, "  I  thank 
ibea  for  that  word ;"  foe  if  there  erer  was  an  act 
of  a  Legislature  which  recogaisea  the  power  of 
tbe  eoflunon  law,  and  relies  npon  it  for  all  it* 
foree,  efficacy,  and  exeeutioa,  it  is  the  rery  oie 
referred  to.  Tbe  courts  are  to  gnat  new  (rial*, 
for  reaseas  for  which  they  have  been  nually 
granted.  And  how  are  the  courts  to  discover 
what  these  reasons  ar^  but  by  tbe  decisions  of 
courts  founded  on  tbe  common  law  T  They  arc 
to  impoea  and  administer  all  necessary  oaths ;  it 
no  teietence  to  be  had  to  the  common  hw  to  as- 
eertaiB  what  oaths  hare  beea  eonadered  as  B^ 
eessary  and  proper  to  be  impoeed  and  admiaif 
tered  1  They  are  to  punish  coniempta  agaiaM 
ibeir  authority ;  aad  liow  shall  tbcy  decide  what 
is  or  is  not  a  contempt  of  that  authority,  in  the 
nndcrsUnding  of  the  law,  hut  by  rcTereaee  to 
jseoedents  and  the  common  law?  May  a  judge 
of  tbe  United  Slates  call  aaytbiag  a  eootem|«, 
aad  puush  it  as  saeh  and  in  his  own  way,  Ui 
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I  conntrv  (bnt  exposed  to 
danger  without  inv  kaown  rate  bf  which  the; 
mafiToiditl  Where,  iben.ia  the  rnle?  Item 
be  foand  in  no  itilnle  of  the  United  Stitn ;  and 
if  we  reject  the  aid  of  the  common  taw,  we  are 
sbsolutelf  vithoot  a  gnide  or  rule,  either  for  the 
eonit  or  citizen.  The  troth  ia,  sir,  there  is  no 
case  of  legal  controversy  J  civil  or  criminal,  vhich 
can  be  carried  ibroagh  our  coarts,  from  its  com- 
mencement  lo  its  final  issue,  withoni  in  some 
stage  of  it,  or  to  some  manner,  applying  to  the 
eomntOQ  taw.  If,  however,  the  precedents  of  the 
English  Parliament  are  to  have  no  weight  with 
US  on  this  oecaBion,  what  objection  can  be  made 
to  Ihoie  of  our  own  Congress,  silting  ander  the 
tume  Constitntion  which  governs  us,  and  having 
the  aame  obligniion  to  observe  it  1  Several  cases 
hare  been  prwiticed,  in  which  the  Congrees  have 
exereised  ine  power  of  proceeding  in  the  way  me 
are  proceeding,  against  «  citizen  gnitty  of  a  coo- 
tempt  of  its  aaihority ;  and  one  of  them  precisely 
the  same  as  this.  It  is  not  controverted  that  all 
the  State  Legiilatarei  assume  this  power,  and, 
in  some  instances,  have  exercised  it ;  and  it  can- 
not be  qaestioned,  that  every  court  in  ihe  conn- 
try,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  even  to  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  hat  exercised  this  power,  it 
never  having;  been  donbted,  nor  its  utility  and 
necessity  denied.  This  mass  of  precedent  proves, 
beyond  si!  goeitloo,  that,  bv  a  sort  of  aniversal 
consent,  it  has  been  conceded  and  understood  that 
every  body,  created  either  to  make  or  administer 
Ihe  laws  of  the  connlry,  must  have  a  power  with- 
in itself,  and  independent  of  the  other  tritmnals 
of  justice,  to  protect  itself  from  violence,  from 
insnltgfiom  everything  and  everybody  that  would 
intennpt  or  corrnpt  its  deliberations  and  deci- 
sions ;  and  that  the  use  and  exercise  of  this  power 
mast  be  left,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  sound  dit- 
creiioD  and  responsibitily  of  the  body  exercising 
it.  Assnredly,  sir,  ttiere  is  not  more  danger  of 
an  abnse  of  this  power  by  this  body,  the  imme- 
diate Representatives  of  the  people,  and  relum- 
ing to  the  people  every  two  years  for  their  ap- 
probation or  condemnation,  thin  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States,  and  the  nu me roas  courts  of 
JDSiice  spread  in  every  part  of  the  country.  And 
nay  we  not  safely  believe^  too,  that  all  these  Con- 
slitDlional  objections  are  fanciful  and  unfounded, 
since  wa  find  the  exercise  of  the  power  has  been 
anumed  by  all  the  puUie  bodies  I  have  meotioned, 
undistntbed  and  uncomplained  of? 

Th«  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
BamnoiJB)  places  his  opposiii""  '"    "         "     ' 


pretend  to  discover  any  absolute  prohibition  of 
this  power  in  the  Constitution;  but  comes  at  it 
argumentailvely,  by  inference.  The  gentleman 
maintains  his  argument,  not  only  by  rejecting 
■Iloeether  the  doctrine  of  implied,  inherent  or 
incidental  powers  in  Congress, but  thinks  be  finds 

Sovlsions  in  the  Constitution  which,  by  fair  in- 
reoce,  at  least,  negative  the  power  now  con- 
tended for.    He  relies,  first,  on  ilie  6th  section  of 


the  1st  article,  wbieh  relates  to  the  privities  irf" 
members  of  Congress ;  and,  second,  on  the  gm- 
eral  ground  that  the  power  we  claim,  not  being 
found  among  the  enumerated  powers  of  the 
House,  it  follows  that  it  does  not  possess  it ;  in 
both  points,  relying  on  tbe  koo#n  maxim  that 
these  affirmative  grants  or  expressions  of  right 
mnsi  be  taken  to  be  exelusive  of  all  others.  We 
will  consider  the  objections  separately.  As  to 
ibe  first,  the  section  of  the  Constitution  alluded 
to,  provides  that  Senators  and  RepreseaUtirea 
shall,  in  all  cases  except  ireaaon  fdony,  and  a 
breach  of  tbe  peace,  be  priviteged  from  arrest  do- 
ring  their  attendance  at  the  seasion  of  theii  re- 
spective Houses,  and  in  going  to  and  retuming 
from  the  same;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in 
either  House  Aej  ahall  not  be  qoettioned  in  any 
other  place ;  and  it  is  contended  that  this  leetton 
coutatDs  all  the  privileges  intended  to  be  ginn 
to  either  House  of  Congress,  or  Ihetr  memWa; 
there  being  no  right  to  assume  any  power  not 
thus  given.  Before  I  consider  this  section,  and 
Ihe  atgumeot  raised  upon  it,  I  would  beg  leara 
lo  warn  gentlemen  how  they  adopt  or  warrant 
this  rigid  manner  of  eonstrains  the  OonatitDlioa 
and  the  powers  of  Coo^rest  under  it.  They  may 
be  binding  ibemselvet  in  hilera  that  may  hermf- 
ter  sit  uneasy  upon  them ;  and  when  they  ahaU 
desire  to  come  at  some  great  good,  by  a  more  lib- 
eral and  enlarged  construction  of  ibat  insimmeBt, 
they  may  find  themselves  nnaUeio  movebythatr 
own  sentence. 

But  to  the  objection;  It  is  the  danger  of  avcry 
ai^ment  of  this  sort,  that  it  must  be  overthrown 
by  a  single  exception.  If  I  maintain  that  a  par- 
ticular clause  in  tbe  Constitution  eonlains  all  the 
power  intended  to  be  given  on  that  subject,  and 
It  can  be  shown  that  there  exists  any  power  not 
there  given,  the  argameni  is  destroyed;  it  i:  proved 
thai  all  Ihe  power  was  not  ioteoded  to  be  ex- 
pressed, and  the  barrier  at  once  broken  down,  the 
wholesubjedisthrownopen  lobe  governed  by  gea- 
eral  and  aeknowledged  prioetpleB  and  precedents  la 
similar  cases.  I  ask,  Inen,  whether  it  can  be  pn- 
tended,  that  the  section  referred  to  realty  eoaiaiiis 
Ihe  whole  system  and  doctrine  of  privilege,  ei- 
tended  for  the  protection  of  Congress  and  its  mem- 
bers 1  Has  not  the  oonirary  been  admitted  again 
and  again,  by  every  gentleman  who  has  sbarod 
in  this  debate  7  If,  then,  it  does  not  eoatafn  th* 
whole^  where  are  we  to  look  for  the  rest,  bat  to 
the  soarees  to  wbieh  we  hava  applied?  In  the 
first  place,  it  is  obvious  that  this  section  proWdes 
nothing  for  the  proteetioo  of  tbe  Hoiwe,  eoUeot- 
ively,  while  aolnally  sitting  and  deliberating  on 
the  pnblic  business.  How  then  can  it  be  the 
whole  law  and  power  of  privil^l  Surely  it 
was  known  to  the  franaen  of  the  Constimtion, 
that  it  was  possible  tbe  body  of  Congress  might 
be  disturbed  by  violence  or  rude  ioiermption,  as 
well  as  that  one  of  its  members  might  be  arreiled 
or  questioned  for  his  speech  io  Ibe  House ;  and 
yet  they  have  >o  carefully  provided  for  the  iesaer 
evil,  leaving  the  greater  one  without  guard.  TUs 
is  a  strange  omission  in  a  deliberate,  digested  eys- 
t«m  of  the  privileges  of  Congieas,  iatanded  la  ea- 
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eliuU  fTBTf  prsiMH  sfererr  otber  powfi  for  ita 
pn>l«cUciB.  Th«  traib  must  be,  ibat  iber*  were 
ccttain  knutro  and  aeeiwtomed  pri?il«g«a  anil 
powers  io  ever^  legi«latiT«  bodjr,  wfaich  were  not 
lolendeil  to  be  taken  awa;  or  diBiaUhed,  fuitber 
that  tbey  may  be  coaudered  to  be  rvgulaied  or 
limiied  in  tbe  particular  aa«es  meDtioBcd.  IT  io- 
daed  the  ooDrcDtioD  iotended,  for  the  protection 
of  t^e  ciiixea  from  arbitrary  aud  uodeCoed  powai, 
Io  fix  precJMly  tbe  whole  power  of  parliaioentary 
ui*ilegB,  aad  to  exclude  aToryihiog  which  b«- 
fota  bad  been  m  coniidersd  and  uaed,  tbejr  would 
bxT*  piU  lite  (oatter  paat  all  do«bl.  bf  aajrinf  m; 
«sd  not  leareMiuporlaat  aobaogein  theieeciT- 
•d  docuiu  OD  the  lubjeet,  to  the  UDcerlainir  of 
ipfaranaa  vtd  wgniWBC-  But  how  ia  the  Haute, 
In  Mtoal  awaun,  to  be  proleeied  agaiait  Tielanee 
Vki  JDtartinptioa  7  We  are  told  that,  ia  uch  a 
WM,  K«  nay  |Mjt  the  offiuider  ouL  Biit  I  aak,  bf 
what  aWboriiy  we  jroa  lo  laf  yonrhaodi  on  a 
oiliien  aad  ifariiat  hiiR  ool  of  yoor  doors}  1  do 
IKK  find  this  ^wN  in  (^  Coneiiltilioa  {  and  I  am 
hdd  that  J  rnuft  not  go  oui  of  the  line  and  the 
Icller  ofthat  aharter  of  our  righu.  Why  hare  it 
u  agiecd  that  the  naeeauiy  of  the  case  jwtifiM 
bU  ranoTal,  and  tMt  we  maf  exereiM  lE«  fone 
nviired,  bemtue  (hie  ie  our  HMiec  j  and  Mf  oao 
nwT  TBiDVTe  AD  iatruder  from  hi*  «wn  kowc.  Ac 
to  lii*  Be«M«iir,  if  that  is  oaec  admitted  ai  gir- 
iw  pawer,  it  miut  be  givra  to  tbe  vholB  extent 
oiTlM  Deoemtf ;  atkd  i^at  must  be  jwlgedoT  by 
eTerr  menibcr,  and  eTerjr  House  of  Congrcee  for 
iUeli.  Where  ibea  it  the  Coaitiiotioaal  barrier  1 
Pf  eaiaely  wbf  re  we  would  iriaee  it— in  the  oeces- 
aily  of  ibe  ease,  fairiy  Bod  dieerMily  jud|fed  of 
Md  decided  by  tbe  body  offirnded,  goreruog  it- 
ealf  1^  miabliehed  priaci plea  and  premcDts.  As 
Io  oar  dcriTJog  the  tight  from  tbe  right  we  have 
in  this  Hoaae,  m  our  Houae,  aad  on  the  same 
fdaeiplesoB  wbiohwe  woaldanrrtitin  relaiioa 
to  oar  prifate  psopertf .  I  aik  if  the  genileBan  eiuk 
fOBubly  be  eorreet  ia  tbis  Hjigeeiioa,  howeMr  in- 
(•nioBs  7  This  is  aot  oar  House,  as  ]»(Tale  pro- 
perlf  ia,  not  do  we  bold  it  in  the  Mme  right  or  on 
l^e  name  priaeiplaa.  It  is  aot  oor  caMle,  a«  our 
^unas  Bn,from  which  we  have  a  right  to  exclude 
fUtybody  and  eTWyt>ftdy,«t  we  may  pl««R«.    Can 


MpwtMMt  would  be  a  danger oue  om.  Nm  ao 
io  Mlalion  lo  mit  priraie  dveUiogt.  The  pab- 
lia  luu  ^*ided  U«e  bnildiuge  for  o«r  use  and 
MenafniiM,  while  tranaaeung  im  anblie  b«uiB<», 
bftt  hai  neiibpr  fiTM  oi  a  right  of  exebiaire  pr»- 
perty  in  i^am,  itof  parted  with  ii»  ownerabip. 
Tbe  right,  therefore,  lo  exclude  a  disWrber  eaa- 
Bot  rest  oo  this  gnooDdi  and  if  it  could  it  would 
be  naekae,  nnLus  goiipitd  with  the  further  rigbi 
IO  piereat  kin  from  telurniag,  or  disturbing  you 
from  without.  I  would  only  further  remark  on 
this  point,  that  aTen  this  right  to  tbe  exclusire 
poseessioD  of  your  own  house,  aod  to  expel  an  in- 
Uuder,  is  a  common-law  right,  prorided  for  by  no 
•tatnte  of  the  United  States,  aod  cannot,  therefore, 
avail  thoM  gentlemen  ia  this  debate  who  would 
buuab  the  '•""■"ly  law  bon  ooi  land.    Aoolker 


essential  difeel  in  ibis  lyatem  of  priTtlcgcnid  to 
be  contained  in  this  sect  ion  of  (he  Consiitatioa  ia 
this,  that  it  prorides  do  means  for  its  own  exeea- 
tion;  gir«s  no  remedy  for  its  viola tioo.  When 
the  CUM  shall  occur  yon  wiU  be  unalde  to  fcaow 
bow  lo  proceed  to  vindicate  this  Conuiiutiooal 
right,  and  what  puniihmeotj'ou  may  infiiet  npon 
tbe  oflender.  If  a  member  u  arrested  during  bis 
attendance  on  the  House,  bow  shall  he  be  dit- 
cbargedT  WheteihallheBeekbisremedy aodpta- 
lection,  if  not  here?  If  no  power  csieis  here  a 
protect  him,  becsuse  do  such  power  is  expressly 
granted  by  the  Constiiutioo,  matt  he  (0,  in  ctu- 
tody  of  the  officer,  to  the  court  inuin^  uie  wrii, 
at  wbaleTerdiiianceit  may  b^and  peiition  ihem 
ta  be  permitted  lo  return  to  his  public  duty  ?  And 
mnstbe  wait  until  tbe  court  shall  please  to  signify 
iu  will  upon  his  application  J  And  eboola  the 
court  not  be  io  session,  most  be  obtain  bis  vrit 
of  habeas  corptis,  and  subroii  his  case,  and  the 
rights  and  interests  uf  the  39^000  ciiisens  Jie  rep- 
retenu,  to  the  pleasure  of  a  single  judge?  IT  he 
is  so  fortunate  as  at  last  10  be  dumiBsed,what  se- 
curity has  be  that  od  bis  retnm  be  may  not  be 
arrested  again  and  again  1  This  privUege,  ilui 
bif  b  CoD«[itultoaal  privilege,  is  not  wonn  a  far- 
thing on  these  terms.  These  may  ba  called  ex- 
treme, improbable  cases ;  but,  sir.  we  may  look  la 
such  cases.  Thetiraemaycome,kasil  not  already 
becnl  when  the  great  quesiioa  of  peace  or  war 
may  king  on  one  or  two  votes, and  when  it  might 
be  woiLh  while  to  resort  lo  extreme  expedienu  la 
promote  or  prevent  it.  Bo  of  other  impotianl 
•aluects  of  legiUalion. 

Amid,  sir.  tbe  ConstitntioD  goaraDties  the 
member  of  CoDgress  from  being  qnesiiooed  else- 
where for  any  apeecb  or  debate  made  here.  But 
if  we  nre  bouad  dawn  to  the  letlet  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  may  assume  no  power  not  there  ex- 
Creisly  ^irea,  what  will  youdo  if  a  member»hill 
I  queBUooed,and  rudely  qoestiooet^  and  menaced 
wiib  personal  injury  for  his  speech  made  in  de- 
bate. Xou  have  DO  remedy,  and  the  boatitd 
privilege  is  an  idle  mockery.  To  remore  diffi- 
eultias  so  obvious,  il  has  been  si^gesied,  io  Mr. 
Jcffersan's  Manual,  as  well  as  ia  (he  coorae  of 
Ibis  di^iate^  that  we  should  jmsi  a  taw  on  the  tab- 
jflBl  ofconiempti,  and  prescribe  thf  mode  of  pro* 
CMdiag.  I  beg  to  aik,  sir,  «bu  MUt  of  law  would 
you  pass  7  Not,  surely,  to  describe  tbe  oSeme«, 
or  fix  the  caseK  or  conduct  that  shall  be  deemed 
eoniempts  1  for  if  these  are  limited  to  the  iwo 
iosiaoeea  put  iu  theConstitaiiDa,ioii«aAaotea- 
krm  Ikara  by  law ;  you  are  as  oueti  restricted 
■ad  bound  by  the  Cooatitaiion  ia  lecisUling  at 
in  any  oiher  exercise  of  power.  Shall  we,  then, 
pass  a  law  to  prescribe  tlie  mode  of  proceeding, 
and  fix  the  ponisbment  7  If  your  law  shall  give 
lo  yourselves  ibe  right  to  proceed  and  punish  tbe 
offender  in  a  summary  way,  it  is  at  ooce  obnox- 
ious to  almost  all  the  Consliiaiioual  objeciions 
thai  have  been  urged  against  us  now.  It  will  be 
said,  with  equal  force  and  propriety,  that  we,  tha 
injured  party,  consiituie  ourselves  tbe  accuser, 
the  judge,  the  witness,  the  everything;  and  we 
,  can  have  no  more  light  to  pasa  aiiek  a  law  thai 
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topra«Mdwtb»aioB« — iiirtltiiitw««l<lb0piia«d 
to  th«  eiluens  br  it.  If; on  ib«c«iitrwf,thulkw 
tik»ll  tnro  ttw  •fiendei  orcr  to  ibe  oourii  for  trial 
aod  pnDi*hin«nt,  it  will  be  atwrly  iaflffieiest  to 
may  goad  parpoM;  it  majr  puQiah  Iba  wp<inf,biit 
oann«i  Braraot  ihe  iojurr'  If  the  poUio  wed 
•hall  au&r  in  Bome  impoTtcot  nfaoore  by  Ibe 
arrest  and  d«eoiioQ  of  two,  thrM,  «-  more  «f 
theii  R«preMntaiir«8,  so  puniifameat  of  Ibe  offen- 
der will  afford  tay  nandf  for  (h«  evil.  Beside*, 
the  oMmben  of  CoDgreae,  either  dnriagikeakiiog 
OT  sAerwanle,  «a  the  case  sMp  he,  mtitt  negleat 
tbe  it  dtttiea.  or  b«  dalained  frwB  thaJt  iioine*,  la 
ailend  on  the  caoria  of  jtMiee  toproMonte  and 
ICBiify  in  ibete  cMei  of  eoateflipt.  Bnl  a  ooa- 
elueive  answer,  in  my  oiind,  to  the  ptopoMi  to 
paasa  Jaw  on  tbi*  subject,  iat^  that  no  aaeh  law 


ipajsedv 
iberate  o 


'  ooTcd ;  and  we  bare^ 


o  BDcb  law  ought  to  he  paased.  Nor 
Ess  (be  poiei  been  overlooketl  or  BMlteaded  to. 
Tb«  aubjcct  b»s  baea  before  Cong ren  on  sevanl 
oacasiane,  bat  the  raaiilt  baa  afwafa  been  the 
aame — to  leave  lh«  pawer  of  the  Booae,  aa  well 
■a  the  mode  of  proeeediDg,  (o  the  knowB  and  set- 
tled righu  of  siinilar  ibodwi,  wiihow  anr  legiala- 
UveiatarfereiiiMorr^uUiioii.  What  this  power 
wa^  and  bow  it  bad  been  eiercised,  were  well 
kaown  lo  the  eoBventioD,  aad  doubtless  biUDdwl 
to  beiUMimed  by  Coagrets  on  the  same  prineiplai, 
and  a«eit  io  the  une  saaaaer  m  ether  legialatiae 
aod  judicial  bodies  had  nat4  aad  ezereind  then. 
The  seeond  point  of  the  hoDeiabJe  gcatleoaaB 
from  Virginia,  I  ooderstand  to  be  ibis,  ibaC  the 
Cooitiipiion  espresdy  gnats  and  defines  the 
powersof  this  House,  as  sveh,  but  gives  none  saeh 
BB  is  now  cUtmed^and  therefore  it  must  be  nn- 
dersWod  to  be  denied.    It  will  be  perceived  that 


the  argDmeat  of  this  point  depends  upon  the  i 

Srinci|)le  on  which  the  genilainan  lapperteo  nta 
Mt  point,  lo  wil :  that  the  eapMsi  grmni  of  pow- 


ers upao  aof  subject  necasiadlr  ezdtide* 
otlMn;  aad,  of  course^  this  poini  also  is  dispo 
of  by  showiagany  eases,  however  ineoBaiderable, 
in  wUch  powers  net  eonoieiaicd  or  snauMd  by 
the  House  are  admitud  withoai  qaesiioB.  It  u 
denied  lo  us  to  look  to  what  oiliar  uiailaT  bodies 
bave  done,  or  to 

sODffics;  because,  ._.    

kooan  to  the  framen  of  the  ConstitaikiB,  and 
would  kave  beta  iiweriadif  ialeodad  lo  begivea. 
Nothing  i*  to  be  preswned,  noihiag  iaiBlJeii.  But 
it  has  been  well  observed,  ihst  we  dally  do  look 
M  the  eoodtwt  and  coarse  of  proceedii^  of  other 
legislative  bodies,  aad  uke  tbem  for  our  rnleaBd 
^idein  Ibeeonitrustieo  of  theConstiiaiiMii  for 
luaianee.  when  ii  speaks  of  a  "  qooram  to  do  bu- 
BiDeaa,"  bow  do  you  aseeriain  bow  maBy  nteat- 
bers  shall  make  a  qnorvm  but  by  a  referenee  lo 
the  precedtDiB  and  practice  of  other  bodies!  so 
also,  when  it  speak*  ofa  jnry,  dbe.  It  is  answered, 
I  aekaowledge,  ingeniously,  to  this,  that  we  nay. 
look  10  such  aalhoriiy  for  (be  asa  and  explanation 
of  uim»i  but  not  for  the  assumptioa  of  power. 
Beilso;  and  doea not ihisHooae assume  poweii, 
•ad  bigh  aod  iMpoilaBt  pawore,  on  tha  am*  aa- 


thofiir,  nad  witboatany  eipces*  grant  of  Ibrai 
in  the  Constiluiion  1  Do  yen  ^not  take  to  yoar- 
selves,  aod  even  impart  te  year  ooaimitlee  the 
power  of  lending  lo  the  extreme  liaiiia  of  Ibe 
UnioB  for  pstaoos  aod  papers,  whenever  it  is 
deeOMd  necessary  for  the  public  good  1  What 
passer  can  be  mote  abeolnte,  mote  iaconvanieBt 
lo  the  citizen,  or  a  bolder  iatroeion  npon  his  per> 
sen  Md  privacy  f  Yet  wef  nd  It  not  in  iheCoa- 
•tiintion ;  aod  justify  it  eoly  as  an  incidental 
power  arising  from  neoessity,  and  sanetioned  by 
iheHSBceefsimilarbodiea.  Butnigbl  weuotsay, 
in  ilie  looe  of  the  gentleman's  Brgameni,  that  as 
there  is  no  express  aatborily  given  loeaeh  Uoasa 
of  CoagMBs  10  eompat  the  aiiendance  of  absent 
laembers,  it  must  be  takea  to  be  esclasive  of  any 
poarar  to  compel  ihe  attsndanae  of  any  other 
peiaoa.  The  argameni  is  in  all  reepecis  the  tana 
with  that  arged  a^iosl  «■,  and  tite  concUnloa 
eqnallf  clear  and  Irresistible  in  both  eases,  if  tke 
pteraiaaB  be  admitted.  So,  sir.we  appoint  a  Saa- 
geanl-at-Arms,  in  the  usage  ef  other  l^slatin 
bodice,  but  no  sack  officer  is  named  in  the  Conali- 
taiioa.  IiisaDawBrediolhts,iha(apowerisglna 
to  Ibe  House  to  appoiat  iiB  Qffioers;  vary  irae. 
bat  still  yon  do  aad  aiBsl  eaCer  to  ptac  liea  ana 
UMg*  to  detwmine  what  tboee  ofieara  are  aad 
oa^  w  be )  aod,  wkat  is  still  nwra  iiDpartaal, 
loasoertain  the  power  aad  dniiea  of  tboae  officers, 
none  of  which  are  peeseribed  in  the  Coostitoiion- 
We  Oad  in  liie  mice  of  the  Hotne,  the  duties  of 
theBe^eaat^t-Arsaspreauibedwavery  general 
way  i  and  his  feea  or  eotapeosaiiaB  lor  sone  of 
them  fixed )  among  which  it  will  be  seen  there 
are  allowanaas  for  the  anwai  aad  eoclody  of  pria- 
eoners  taken  by  order  of  the  Hoase,  from  wbieh 
itwaaldseemioharebeeueKpeeiedibaionsoaic 
oocaaions  aad  for  some  causes,  the  Honae  iwa 
power  both  to  arrest  and  keep  the  aeraonof  a«il- 
izent  anleseit  shall  beoonfiaedeoleJy  tothecaae 
of  abaeating  aiembetB,  whieh  eonsitiKlioB  the 
tH-me  of  the  rale  negative.  I  ask,  air,  by  what 
fight,  oa  the  gentleman's  aigttmaat  of  exclusiaa, 
do  you  pay  ibe  Bergsant-nt-Anns,  aad  the  oihsc 
offiooTflOflheHenael  An exprees power iagivaa 
to  fix  oar  own  cospeBsatiOB,  and  if  this  is  lo  be 
taken  to  ewtada  every  other  power  oalheaobjeot 
ef  compeaeatioo,  we  have  ao  right  lo  pay  the  a(- 
laadine  niiian  of  the  Uooae.  But  Iha  right 
anaS'iroia  the  ebvioaa  piineiples  o{  oaoassiiy 
and  jaetlee,  which  mast  iana  a  part  of  the  Caa- 
siitaiioB,  Mt  witbont  them  it  eaaaat  be  exeaated. 
By  turniag,  sir,  to  othei  parts  of  tha  Ceastita- 
lion,  it  Rill  ha  seen  that  raall^  gtealar  powers 
than  are  aow  elaimed  are  exereued  by  eoasmu- 
tioaaad  reftmaoe  to  koowo  usage  aod  priaaiplaa; 
and  that  this  doatrine  of  excliuion  cannot  b« 
mawiatped.  In  the  general  powers  of  Coagress, 
auihorlty  is  given  to  cDoatiiaie  tribunals  iitferior 
to  the  Supreme  Coori ;  and  in  the  3d  see.  of  the 
3d  ariiele,  the  judicial  power  it  described  in  very 
genMal  tarmfc  But  what  has  been  done  nadet 
lbe«  few  lines  of  the  Coostiiulion  ?  A  variniy 
of  courts  hns  been  ereaied  and  ocganixed,  exef 
eising  most  of  ibair  powers  from  hnovo  and  estab- 
lished usage  and  preoedencs ;  provision  has  baaa 
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Hariiic  o&red  hia  atnendmenl  to  the  nMrio-  ' 
tiona,  Mr.  R.  proceeded  id  ofTer  some  rmnwki  on  , 
tha  rwolntioDs,  in  the  order  in  wfateh  ifaej  pif 
KDted  themwlTei.  The  object  of  the  Brat  reM- ! 
IniioD,  nid  Hr.  R^  ia,  thit  John  AadersoD  bi , 
diMhwged  Trom  thq  coctodf  of  the  SermDt-at- 


mute  foi  the  trwl  wd  puoi^ment  of  offnicea ;  io 
■hoit,  the  whole  machinery  of  tbe  adminutntioD 
of  juuiee,  airtt  and  ciiminal,  hai  grown  by  in- 
piicBlion  eat  of  two  or  three  general  claatee  in 
the  ConititntioD.  I  would,  for  a  nmmiDl,  adrett 
again  to  the  doctrioe  of  ezclutire  cottftnietion. 
In  the  eaumerated  powers  of  CongreiB  it  ia  de- 
elared  they  may  "  define  and  ponitb  piraciei  and 
feloDiei  committed  on  the  hign  leaa,  and  ofiencet 

Tiiut  the  law  of  nationi."  And  in  another  part 
the  Conilitation,  treaaon  i«  eipremly  deBned, 
and  tbe  pnniihmcnt  pre«ribed.  Now  what  ie  the 
argument  from  these  facts  on  the  gentlemen's  ax- 
elnaive  principle  1 — That  inasmoch  as  the  Consti- 
tntion  has  defined  one  ctime ;  (aa  it  has  defined 
two  priTileges)  and  has  alio  exprettJy  deaignaiad 
the  offence  which  Convreaa  aholl  power  to  define 
and  puaiih,  therefore  Congreas  haa  no  power  to 
define  oi  pnniak  any  other  crimes  or  oficDces; 
and  all  oar  penal  code  ia  an  vnconilitoEional 
sanation  of  power,  and  Toid.  Bnt  we  find  that 
neither  Congreaa^ot  the  conrta  haTC  yielded  to 
this  argument.  We  have  pawed  laws  defining 
tai  pnobhiag  pesjary,  forgery,  bribery,  Ao.,  and 
the  eoarts  hare  gone  w  to  execute  these  taws 
wilhsui  eompnoeiioii  or  donbL  In  eonctnaion 
it  my  remuu  apon  this  sabjeet,  I  repeat,  that  I 
diamisa  the  idea  of  poniahment,  legally  ajpetking, 
fi>t  contempts  to  the  Haase;  and  consider  the 
power  allogeibai  u  a  protecting  one;  and  the 
aatnce  and  extent  of  the  power  proves  it  to  be  so. 
We  may  commit  the  onendei  to  cloae  custody, 
because  thai  may  be  neeesaary  to  prevent  &  repe- 
tition of  the  offence;  and  we  may  continne 
him  ia  etiatody  as  long  as,  in  onr  discretion, 
otay  be  necesniy  for  this  prerentioQi  but  we 
cannot  extend  it  beyond  the  sitting  of  Congreaa, 
because  beyond  thai  period  it  is  impossible  the 
danger  can  exist,  or  the  guard  be  necessary. 
leaTe  the  subject,  sir,  with  a  sentiment  of  Chief 
Justice  McKcBD,  in  ihe  caae  of  Oawald,  where, 
alao,  the  power  of  the  court  waa  denied  :  If  we 
hare  not  ■  power  to  punish  for  contempt  of  our  au- 
thority, we  shall  soon  become sotrnlyeonlempti- 
Uflthat  no  contempt  can  be  commiitM  against  as. 
Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  said,  the  preamble  to 
Ihe  resolutions  haring  been  withdrawLud  (here- 
with the  ami^ndment  that  he  had  oneied  i 
the  reaoluliona  now  stood  uncorered,  and  pri 
ihemselres  to  this  House  lot  argniiient  and  de- 
cision. He  would  now  make  another  attempt  to 
K clear  of  them,  so  that  the  person  charged  with 
contempt  might  be  speedily  brought  in,  and 
this  irouUesome  business  be  ended.  He  there- 
fore mored  to  amend  the  said  resohttioBs  bv  strik- 
ing oat  all  of  ihem  af^er  thewordreeolDeain  the 
flrat,  and  to  insert  in  place  thereof  the  following: 
"  That  this  Hotue  posseaacs  competent  power  tc 
'  punish  John  Anderson  for  his  contempt  of  the 
'  House,  and  hia  oalrage  npou  one  of  its  members. 
'  Thnefore.  resolred,  that  th«  SergaanVal-Arms 
'  be  dlreetea  to  condnct  John  Aoderson  to  tbe  bat 
'  (rf  the  House."  If  the  resolutions  were  with- 
drawn, this  propostd  amendment  would  go  with 
them,  and  the  ofageet  he  had  in  riew  would  be 


Arms.  This  propcnition  infers  that  eiihcr  the  i 
person  charged  did  sot  commit  a  contempt,  *»  If 
he  did,  that  this  House  has  not  power  to  paniah 


But  the  ^Uemen  who  oppose  Ihe  proceed- 
ing against  htm  do  not  denythat  he  has  comtoiv 
led'an  ofienee.  And  if  the  power  of  this  Boom 
to  puniah  be  denied,  for  wtiat  reason  waa  tbe  . 
preamble  to  the  reaolntion,  together  with  the  pro- 
poeed  amendment,  withdrawn,  and  the  Hook 
thereby  then  prerented  from  directly  deeidingoi  , 
the  question  of  power?  The  wilbdrawiDg  tbt 
preamble,  and  with  it  the  proposed  amendment, 
implied  the  admiaaioa  of  the  power.  The  object 
of  the  second  resolution,  said  he,  is,  that  the  pe^ 
son  charged  may  be  delirered  orer  to  be  prose- 
cated  by  the  Attorney  General  for  hit  offence^ 
If  tbe  consequences  of  the  adoption  of  this  reeolo' 
tfon  be  attended  to,  it  can  hare  bnt  little  support 
The  maoaer  in  which  a  proaeeation  for  tke 
alleged  ofiimee  may  be  instituted  and  pursned  is 
acouitof  joslicehae  not  been  declared,  and  laa 
not  at  present  inclined  to  gire  any  opiuion  r^ 
specting  it.  Tbe  third  resolution  proposes  thsl 
the  Comniltee  on  the  JudieJary  be  Inatracied  is 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proridlng  by  ]■« 
for  the  punishment  of  any  contempt  of  tbe  Sen- 
Uonae  of  Repreaenutires  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  of  any  breach  of  the  pririlegcs  of 
either  Honse.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  not  prepared 
to  Tole  for  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  It  ap- 
peared to  iocliae  towards  a  sedition  law.  If  the 
proposed  amendmeQl  be  adopted,  these  rcsolo- 
tiooi  will  be  set  aside,  tbe  proceedings  against  tbe 

Craon  charged  will  soon  be  ended,  and  he  will 
disehargd.  Bxeeptioua  are  taken  to  the  word 
ptMuk,  but  a  definition  ia  not  offered.  The  word 
pWHsAmenl  is  an  ^tensire  term,  eomprekeoifiog 
erery  species.  To  reprimand  is  to  pnnish.  The 
paraoD  eharged  is  in  tae  custody  of  the  Seiyeant* 
at-Arms ;  that  is  a  punishmeot  Is  there  any 
other  word,  in  the  same  langiiage,  equivalent  to 
the  word  pwnsA  ?  If  so,  let  it  be  named,  that  it 
may  ba  subsiitated ;  if  there  be  not,  why  except 
to  tbe  word  I  The  good  and  virluoas  hare  rvbla 
as  well  as  ihcae  of  another  character  j  and  if^the 
rigfais  of  the  lattn  are  protected,  Ihe  rights  of  the 
former  isquire  protection.  What  are  the  rights 
of  this  Housel  To  be  free  in  delibention;  to 
be  pore  in  principle ;  to  be  correct  in  decision,  in 
ta  nigh  a  degree  as  tbe  present  aiaie  of  humu 
existenee  can  extend  to ;— are  rights  of  tha  Hoom 
of  Representatives  of  Ihe  Congress  of  the  United 
Smtes.  Whatever  will  go  to  violate  any  of  tbM 
rights  is  a  contempt,  and  a  breach  of  ue  priri- 
l^ea  of  thia  Honse.  The  term  &m»e,  here  med, 
is  not  intended  to  signify  this  Honse,  eoBposed 
of  walls  and  materials,  in  which  we  sit  and  oelib- 
etate.  The  term,  bj  a  well-known  ^nre,  signi- 
fies ther  who  sit  in  it :  they  are  the  Representa* 
lives  of  all  the  people  of  ibia  nation.    The  ap- 
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proMh  to  tbii  H«Mm  tmght  to  ba  br  tlia  »eMe 
of  parity.  Tht  eteiaal  rula  of  rigb  fovern  this 
qnestioD^  and  there  ia  ■  motal  priaciple  that 
QaKl>t  to  govero  wecy  man  who  approactei  ihis 
HauM,  in  which  ihenujettf  of  ibesoTOieign  jiao- 
ple,ia  ihcirT«preMDUliTee)ipaeiiri<I<wsmide. 

Ur.  R>BA*s  agMmliaeni  waa  not  decided  wheo 
th«  Howe  ■djoirned. 


WiDHiaDAY,  Jan  oar  7  14. 

Mr.  Oaqb  presented  a  petition  of  mndtv  man- 
afaclorera  of  paper  in  ihe  Stale  of  HasiachuHttA, 
iTk^ing  that  a  datp  of  two  dollari  a  ream  may 
je  imposed  on  all  paper  imported  Into  ihe  United 
Stale*.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
ftnd  Mannfictares. 

Mr.  Ibtinq,  of  New  York,  presented  a  pelilion 
of  the  Mavor.  Aldermen,  and  Commonaltj,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  proTisioo 
may  be  made  for  the  adjuitmeol  and  final  lettle- 
ment  of  their  claims  and  accoiinti  in  relation  to 
the  defence  of  the  city  and  port  of  New  York 
dnrlDg  the  late  war  with  Cfreat  Briuia,  upon 
JQBi  and  liberal  principle*.— Referred  to  the  Cotn- 
mtttee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  LowHDSB,  from  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Meana,  made  a  repori  on  the  petition  of  Joaeph 
Thorn,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Thorn ;  which  bill  was  read  and  eom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  L.  also  reported  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  ihe  payment  of  the  arrearage*  which 
hare  been  incurred  for  ihe  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  pteviaas  lo  the  Ist  Jaouary, 
1817;  and  also  a  bill  making  an  ippropriaiion 
foTihe  Military  Establishment  of  iheUniied  States 
for  the  year  IBlSj  which  bills  were  committed. 

Mr.  T.  M.  NsLaoN,  from  the  committee,  to 
whom  had  been  refe[r»l  the  Seoste'n  bill  eslend- 
iog  the  time  for  locaiiog  Virginia  military  land 
warrants,  and  retarniog  the  surreys  thereon  to 
the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  and  for  desifpating  Ihe 
wesiern  boundary  line  of  the  Virginia  mifilarT 
inct,reporied  sundry  amendments  tneielo;  which 
were  read  and  committed. 


expediency  of  rcquiiini:  further  secnriiy  from 
the  clerks  of  the  seretal  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  the  United  Slate*,  and  ptoridiog  by  law  for 
keeping  the  records  of  said  courts  in  the  places 
where  the  same  shall  be  teapeclively  holdeo. 

On  moiioD  of  Mr.  Tabr,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed ou  so  much  of  the  President's  Message 
as  relates  to  roads,  canals,  and  seminaries  of  learn- 
ing, were  instrucled  to  inquire,  and  report  to  this 
HoDse,  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  further 
prorisions  are  necessary,  by  law,  for  completing 
that  part  of  the  United  Slatei'  turnpike  road 
lying  between  Cumberland  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, and  Wheeliog  in  the  Sute  of  Virginia. 
CASE  OF  J0H:M  ANDERSON. 

The  Hoase  resamed  the  eaasideratlon  of  Ihe 
retolntiona  submitted  by  Mr.  Spbkobb,  on  the  9lh 
iBMBDt,  in  rclaiioa  to  tM  eaw  af  John  Andenra, 
15th  Con.  Itit  Smb.— S4 


and  the  question  recurred  on  the  amendmebt 
proposed  by  Mr.  Rbea,  and  depending  yesterday 
■ithetimeofadjoammeat:  whereupon,  Mr.RHBA 
modiBed  his  said  ameodment  to  read  a«  follows : 

•■  That  thii  Houe  pfisisilh  obmpatent  power  to 
ptmish  for  eontampts  of  its  anihoiity:  thcrcftiie, 

•'Bttalnd,  That  Ae  Bergeant-at-Arm*  be  diractod 
to  eandnct  John  Andsnon  lo  the  bar  of  this  Howm." 

And  (he  qnestion  being  stated  to  agree  to  the 
said  amendment  as  modiBed — 

Mr.  CL,AaETT  spoke  as  follows:— After  the 
elaborate  and  learned  discussion  of  the  subject 
nndet  consideration.  1  should  not,  at  this  hour  of 
the  debate,  trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks, 
if,  in  the  Uudable  effort  to  preserve  the  Conatl- 
tutional  privileges  of  this  Hotise,  honorable  gen- 
tlemen had  been  mote  particular  in  noticing  Ihe 
form  as  well  as  so  beta  nee  of  the  three  resolDtiebi 
lastly  istroduced,  and  npon  which  it  will  be  oat 
duly  lo  decide.  Tolheae  resolutions,  sir,  I  shall, 
principally  apply  mr  renaarks.  The  resalniions 
referred  to  are  as  follows: 

lit.  "  Booked,  That  all  peoeeedingB  ^ainat  John 
AndetMU  esasa,  and  that  he  be  disekargBd  fi«ai  the 
eattoij  of  the  Semant^tiAinu." 

SdW. »  Ret^td,  That  Ihe  AttDraar  Oenaral  be  di- 
netad  to  iaatitnle  proeeaa  agaiaet  Jelin  Aadnsan, 
aiiaialiij  1*  the  laws  of  the  United  Statea  or  of  the 
DisbiclofCcibmliu."    And, 

Sdly.  '■  Setokied,  That  the  ComtuUae  on  Ihe  Ja- 
didarr  be  instTocted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedi 
prariding  b;  law  for  the  pnnishniept  of  any  ei 
of  tike  Senate  ot  Hoese  of  RepresentatiTes,  or  any 
breach  of  priiilege  of  Mlhsr  House." 

These  resolutioos,  sir,  .were  originally  ialrcH 
doced  wilh  a  preamble  attached  to  them;  and 
though  that  preamble  was  yeaterday  withdrawn, 
the  argamenu  were  founded  upon  it;  and  the 
impression  remains,  and  ought  to  be  noticed. 
The  i^eaaible  was  in  the  fidlowing  words ;  "  This 
'  House  entertaining  great  doubls  of  ils  posseesing 
'  oompeient  power  to  punish  John  Anderson  for 
'bis  cooiempt  of  this  House,  and  his  outrage 
'  upon  one  of  its  members,  Reaolred,"  dbc.  (as 
aboTe.)  Now,  sir,  with  ot  without  this  preamble 
oagbt  these  resolutions  io  be  adopted  t  Are  they 
DOC  incompatible  with  each  other,  and  ineenajs- 
tenl  with  the  proceedings  and  irith  the  dignity 
of  thisHoiuel  Surely  they  are.  These  resolu* 
lions,  uken  collectively  wilh  tbe  argnmeals,  are 
predicated  upon  a  bteaoh  of  privilege,  and  cod- 
tempt  of  this  House,  ««d  an  ontrage  committed 
against  one  of  its  menben.  Yet,  by  tbe  first 
resolution,  he  is  to  be  dtschatged  1  By  the  second, 
the  Alioreey  Qeneral  is  directed  to  institute  pro- 
cess against  him,  agreeably  to  tbe  laws  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  Districi  of  Colombia; 
when,  in  fact,  we  bare  been  told  by  some  of  the 
advocates  for  his  discharge,  (and  truly  too,)  that 
there  is  no  law  of  the  United  Slates  or  of  this 
District  to  meet  this  esse.  The  third  resolution 
evinces  this  fact;  it  direct*  that  Ihe  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  inquire  of  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  punish- 
ment of  any  contempt  against  the  Senate  as  well 
u  thl*  Hoaie,or  any  breach  of  privilege  of  eitbei 
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Houm.  Surely,  lir,  we  eanQot  adopt  iheie  tfm>> 
laiioDs  wiihoaicompromitlJDg  ths  privileges  ind 
diKDilfof  this  House.  Nay,  lir  these  resoTutioes 
presuppose  an  adjudicatioa ;  wdeQ,  in  fact,  Joba 
Anderson  has  act  been  fully  heard ;  nor  DBb  he 
been  pronounced  guilty  of  an  offence.  And  whit 
have  we  to  do  with  (he  prJrileges  of  the  Senate ; 
or  they  with  ours?  There  can  be  no  amalgama- 
tioaofthepcinlegesof  [betwoHouses.  Andagain, 
sir,  if  we  adopt  these  resolutions,  though  we  dis- 
charge him  frotn  the  custody  of  our  Sergeant' 
at-Arms,  and  direct  the  Attpiney  Qeneral  (who 
has  no  law  in  the  case)  to  institute  process  against 
him,  we,  Tiriually  at  least,  pronounce  bim  guilty, 
without  having  heard  bim  in  his  defence ;  which 
I  ean  never  asaent  to.  Let  us,  then  reject  these 
resolutions,  as  incompaiible  with  each  other,  and 
irrelevant  to  the  subject  under  coQsideraiion,  and 
return  to  the  process  by  which  John  Anderson 
was  arretted  and  arraigned  before  us;  and  how- 
erer  unpleasant  the  ta^,  let  us  meet  the  subject 
promptfy.  And  now,  sir,  permit  me,  very  briefly, 
lo  add  a  few  words  as  to  ine  power  of  this. House 
In  referense  to  iti  own  preserration.  But,  first, 
I  hare  been  surprised  that  any  should  deny  ibis 

Eower.  Great  eloquence  and  powers  of  rhetoric 
■Te  been  displayed  by  the  bonorable  gentlemaa 
who  deny  ibts  power.  Qreat  indeed  must  that 
eloquence  be  which  shall  convince  me  that  ibis 
Bouse  has  not  such  power ;  or  that  we  are  not 
bound,  upon  this  occasion,  to  exercise  it.  Qen- 
tlemen  bare  denied  the  right  of  calling  to  our  aid 
either  the  lex  parliamentaria  or  the  common 
law.  Sir.  highly  as  I  esteem  the  principles  of  the 
common  law,  1  will  lay  that,  together  with  the 
taw  of  Parliament,  out  of  the  case;  and,  in  sop- 
port  of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  stand  or  fall 
with  the  Constitution.  The  Constitution  created 
this  body  be  one  esseniiat  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  nation.  By  a  grant  of  power  to  legis- 
late, alt  attributes  necessary  lo  its  perfection,  and 
its  complete  enjovmeni  of  that  power,  are,  ex  rt 
fiaJfralso  granted;  and  among  the  most  essential 
of  all  attributes  (and  without  which  legislative 
powers  could  not  exist)  is  the  privilege  of  free 
and  undisturbed  deliberation:  deprive  this  body 
of  that  altribate,  and  the  power  of  legislation  is 
at  an  end.  It  follows,  then,  as  a  necessary  con- 
sequenee,  that  a  disturbance  of  deliberation  is  a 
breach  of  privilege.  Affect  one  member,  and 
the  whole  body  is  affected.  Did  not  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  so  pro- 
nounce it  when,  in  December,  1796,  they  im- 
prisoned Randall  and  Whitney  for  contempt  1 
They  did.  And  without  such  power  the  Oorern- 
ment  could  not  have  existed.  And  what  were  the 
offences  of  those  men  7  Similar  to  this  of  John 
Anderson,  except  that  they  were  less  a^rava ted. 
Those  offenders  attempted  to  corrupt  members  in 
their  individual  capacity  ;  but  this  is  an  attempt 
upon  the  honorable  chairman  of  one  of  your  most 
important  committees,  who,  as  has  been  re- 
marked, "  holds  the  keys  of  your  Treasury."  Is 
not  this  an  offence  1  Is  not  this  a  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  this  House?  Is  it  not  an  attack 
upon  the  parity  and  dignity  of  this  House  "i 


nrely  it  is ;  it  is  an  net  mabtm  in  me.  Sir.  I  re- 
tect,  and  will  defend,  lo  the  nimoatof  my  power, 
le  liberties  and  the  rights  of  my  cAisiiineali, 
and  of  my  fellow-citizens  at  large;  it  IS  my  duty, 
and  I  take  pleasure  in  it.  And  I  believe,  by  de- 
fending the  privilges  of  chit  Honse,  we  prewrve 
those  UbertiM-~yes,  sir,  and  we  defend  the  Trea- 
sury too.  Let  us,  then,  put  a  stop  to  attempts  of 
this  kind  by  the  prompt  application  of  a  remedy. 
Let  us  preserve  our  pHvilegei  and  our  treasure 
from  the  grasp  of  uohallowed  hands.  Let  uits- 
circle  (his  honorable  member  with  our  proUt- 
tioa ;  and  convince  (he  naiioo  and  the  world  \\a 
(his  body  has  a  due  sense  of  its  own  integtitr 
aod  dienily,  and  will  punish  for  contempt— iid 
that  wloever  has  claims  upon  this  body,  or  it) 
committees,  for  justice,  must  approach,  as  loi 
pure  fountain,  with  clean  hands.  And  let  u 
adopt  the  language  of  a  learned  and  pioua  wrilti. 
'proaU,Oprocule»Utirtfanil'* 

Mr.  Wbithan,  of  Massachuteits.— It  was  dv. 
Dy  intention  to  have  troubled  the  Uon»c  upu 
his  subject,  I  had  hoped  that  some  geDi\ero*i!, 
n  the  course  of  his  remarks,  would  have  em- 
braced my  view  of  it.  I  will  not  now,  bowerr, 
occupy  raueb  of  your  time.  It  is  a  few  bim 
ly  which  I  would  suggest. 
I  regret,  sir,  that  the  process  niadeuseofig 
is  ease  had  not  received  a  different  denomiu- 
tion.  Misnaming  things  is  not  unfreqnentljri 
source  of  much  error,  if  the  proeesa  againn 
John  Atiderson  had  been  denominated,  as  ii 
should  have  been,  an  atlachroent,  which  is  iu 
proper  name,  much  of  the  perplexity  which  hit 
so  much  disturbed  the  minds  of  some  genilemes 
woald  have  been  avoided.  On  resorting  to  the 
Constitution  they  would  there  have  found  aoth- 
ing  about  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath,  ui 
pre-requisite  to  the  process.  Making  use  of  ibe 
term  warrant,  though  erroneously,  has  oceasiaDriJ 

Knttemen,  not  conversant  with  subjects  of  ibii 
id,  to  apprehend  that  our  proceeding  was  ic- 


It  is  sanctioned  by  usage ;  by  the  practice  of  all 
tribuoals  of  justice,  andall  legislative  bodies.  It 
is,  in  fact,  ibis  which  makes  the  common  taw. 
Gentlemen  seem  much  dioposed  to  quarrel  with 
(his  common  law.  But,  sir,  what  is  ii7  If  gen- 
tlemen would  like  the  phraseology  belter,  it  is 
nothing  more  nor  less  (ban  commoa  sense.  It  ii 
that  wisdom  which  is  sanctioned  by  the  experi- 
ence of  ages ;  which  has  been  agreed  to  in  all 
times,  and  in  all  places,  as  constituting  (he  per- 
fection of  reason. 

Gentlemen  have  said  that  the  common  iavii 
unknown  (o  the  Constitution;  that  the  Supreme 
Court  have  decided  that  it  neither  adopts  oor  re- 
cognises it.  In  this  they  certainly  deceive  tliroi- 
selves.  In  one  of  the  articles  of  the  Conairiaiioa 
it  is  provided,  that  no  fact  tried  by  a  jery  shall 
be  otherwise  re-examined  ia  any  court  ot  (be 
United  State*  than  according  to  ibe  rtilet  o(  the 
common  law.  Again,  sir,  the  courts  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  have  cognicance  of  all  auits  beiweea 
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iadiTidaala  not  liTine  in  >b«  same  Bute,  dtc. 
Now,  lir,  tbere  u  do  lav  paioUDg  oat  (he  mode 
in  wbieh  such  suits  sbatl  be  inaluated,  Bor  the 
procetdiDE^  to  be  bad  between  partiea  tiijeaiiag. 
nor  is  tbeie  a  single  priaeiple  preacTibed  tar  ihe 
goTernmeDt  of  tneir  deeisioDi  in  an  action  of 
any  kind  whatever.  Volumes^  without  number 
almost,  would  be  requisite  to  contain  all  theprin- 
ciples  which  might  thus  be  brougbi  into  opera- 
lioD.  These  are  ool?  to  be  found  in  the  code  of 
the  common  Uw>-  As  to  Crimea  against  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  the  Court  may  be  considered  as  bar- 
ing decided  that  thejr  do  not  ezbt  unless  pointed 
out  bjr  statute.  Eren  in  this  opinion.  howeTer, 
the  Caarl  were  not  naanimous. 

But,  sir,  no  coorti  in  the  Union  will  more 
promplJf  proceed  against  iodividualB  bf  way  of 
Mtacnmeut  for  cootemptL  than  will  tba  courts  of 
the  Uoiied  8tat».  And  why  is  it  so  T  It  U 
beciose  it  is  essential  to  tbe  doa  exercise  of  the 
duties  assigned  tbem.  If  at  any  time  Ooveni' 
ment  appoints  a  body  of  men  to  perform  certain 
specifted  duties,  il,  at  the  same  lime,  of  neeenitf, 
gram*  all  the  ^weri,  whethrr  specified  or  not, 
essential  to  their  performance.  The  first  law  (rf 
nature,  self-preservation,  will  as  neaessarlly  beiooK 
to  Biicb  bodies  as  to  individuals.  What  is  this 
law  of  Daiurel  It  is  the  common  law.  It  is  this 
'  which  has  settled,  defined,  and  ptesaribed  its 
nature,  its  extent,  and  its  limits. 

Finally,  sir,  without  the  aid  of  the  common 
Jaw,  it  would  be  mterlyi  impracticable  lo  proceed 
one  step  under  the  proTiiioos  of  the  Coattttatiaa. 
Il  is  ioterworeo  with  every  article  of  it ;  and  is 

Widieaied  upon  its  known  previous  existence, 
ithout  it  the  Coastitution  would  be  a  mere 
skeleton,  without  vitality.  It  is  the  very  almos- 
pbeie  in  which  it  breatltes,  and  without  which  it 
would  expire  si  suddenly  as  would  an  animal 
without  the  atmosphere  in  which  it  breathes. 

Il  will  be  conceded,  sir,  if  an  infuriated  indi- 
ridnal  sboold  be  about  to  assail  me,  thai  I  should 
hare  a  ri^bt  to  oeixe  and  bold  bim  till  the  danger 
of  bis  doing  id«  barm  wonid  be  over.  This  is 
all  that  is  claimwl  by  this  House.  As  to  ibe 
matter  of  punishmant,  I  shall  not  contend  that 
w«  have  aa^lbiug  to  do  with  it.  So  far  m  it 
niny  be  pooishmeni  to  the  individual  to  ba  ro- 
■mined  from  doing  harm,  it  is  the  result  of  ne- 
cessity on  one  part,  and  of  misoondnet  on  his; 
bat  ia  not  to  be  considered,  by  any  nuwis,  in  tha 
oatnre  of  pnnishmeni  for  an  o&enee,  Infiieted  as 
sncb.  If  we  find  individuals  lorkiog  about  oar 
walls,  besettutg  the  members  in  their  approaches 
to  Ibe  Hottae,  or  oa  their  way  from  it,  or  at  their 
lodgings,  with  views  and  in  a  maoner  calcDlaiW 
to  distnrb  the  fair  and  regular  course  of  proceed- 
iog  in  tiansaeiii^  the  basioess  of  l^isUtioo,  it 
can  make  no  diSerence  whether  it  be  by  open 
▼ioIeoBO  or  by  more  sly  and  insldioos  attempts. 
Will  gentlemen  say  that  the  House  cannot  arrest 
■nd  restrain  snch  offenders?  Shall  we  not  have 
the  same  power  as  would  an  iodiridnall  8haU 
we  not  lake  the  offender  into  ciutody,  and  re- 
strain bim  till  be  shall  have  given  satisfactory 
evidenae  tkat  danger  ia  no  longer  to  be  appre- 


hended 1  In  doing  this  we  should  merely,  as  we 
sometimes  say  in  relation  to  properly,  seqaesiet 
the  individual  for  the  present  as  a  seourity  or 
EUaraniee  to  oor  safely.  This  woold  in  no  wise 
be  a  irialf  eonviclion,  and  condemaation,  as  f«r 
an  offence. 

Our  opponents,  to  ntaintain  their  doctrine,  are 
eompelled  to  be  at  war  with  all  precedent.  W> 
are  exercising  no  other  powers  that  have  hereto- 
fore been  uniformly  exercised  by  the  Hooae. 
But  we  are  never  lo  have  here  anything  like  rat 
adjudicata.  However  solemnly  a  question  may 
have  been  decided,  it  matters  noL  The  preee- 
dent  ia  the  case  of^  Randall  and  Whiiney  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  precisely  in  point.  It  was  decided 
by  the  HoQse,  npoo  ihe  most  mature  deliberation, 
after  it  bad  been  pending  nearly  three  weeks,  aiid 
by  an  almost  UDaninoas  vote.  And  yet  this 
weighs  nothing.  We  must  now  again  go  tbroogh 
a  tedious  discussion  of  a  week  or  more,  to  arrive 
at  Ibe  sante  result.  It  would  certainly  be  better  if 
we  could  haveiome  principles  acknowledged  and 
settled  br  our  govctnmeni  io  cases  of  thjs  kind. 

Qentlemen  had  no  hesitation  when  this  pro. 
cedure  was  first  proposed.  The  seiue  of  tha 
House,  upon  its  first  impression,  was  unanimous 
in  fiivof  of  it.  How  ditl  this  happen?  Gentla- 
men  will  not  say  that  (bev  were  surprised  into  it : 
ibat  tkey  were  actnaled  By  a  momentary  gust  of 
pas^oa,  and  were  unmanned,  and  uoi  governed 
by  reflection.  They  cannot  saf  this.  Whence 
was  it,  then,  that  theie  was  this  perfect  coinci- 
dence of  saaliment?  It  was,  sir,  ihe  force  of 
habit,  of  edacation,  of  a  nniforraiiyof  thinking 
and  acting  upon  thia  subject  ibronghout  every 

Grl  of  this  country,  from  which  gentlemen  are 
le  assembled.  It  had  its  origin  in  the  all>per- 
vading  iofiusnee  and  aeknowl^sed  principles  of 
the  common  law.  Svery  man  Knows  that  the 
legislative  bodies  of  out  respective  Sutei,  with- 
out any  statntoty  provision  on  ihe  subject,  but 
from  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case,  have  nni. 
forraly,  and  without  besitalion,  exercised  tbii 
aothoriiy. 

Il  is  not  nnfrcquenily  the  ease,  sir,  that  we  And 
ooraclves  compelled  to  retarn  to  our  first  in)HW- 
sioos.  Aitar  losing  oarselves  fur  a  time  in  a 
maze  of  reasoning,  we  find  no  resting  plaee  other 
than  that  from  which  we  started.  This,  I  am 
oonfideoi,  most  now  be  onr  ease. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  wonld  beg  gentlemen  to 
eoiuider  the  bnmiliaiiog  postnte  in  which  this 
Honse  will  be  placed  shuald  we  slay  further  pro- 
ceedings. We  must  say,  in  effeet,  that  we  bar* 
done  wrong;  that  we  bave  violated  the  peraonal 
privileges  of— whom  1  of  John  Andersoo-^ukl, 
sir,  in  that  ease,  we  oould  not  atop  there.  The 
least  we  could  do,  would  be  to  ask  his  pardon. 

Mr.  FoBavTB.  of  Georgia,  said,  he  bad  the 
uime  claims  to  tne  indulgence  of  the  Huu^e  that 
had  been  urged  by  the  geoiieraan  from  Near 
York,  (Mr.  ap«ncaa.)  He  had  been  ioslrnmen- 
tal  in  procnrlng  ibis  discussion,  by  offering  the 
resolntion  first  adopted,  in  relation  to  John  An- 
deiaoa.  The  House  had  admitted  the  juitiec  of 
this  claim  upon  tbeit  attention  in  the  one  oaee 
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'■ud  he  fell  itMired  tker  were  williiw  lo  admit  it 
in  tbe  oiber.  He  •faonlil,  howev«r,  iWl  erimiiiHl 
if  he  much  loxger  delar^  ')>'  ^^al  decitioD  of 
the  qveition;  and  he  rose  not  with  a  Wew  to 
enter  into  the  merits  of  it,  moch  leu  to  eiamine 
the  differenl  views  in  which  it  had  been  preacDted 
bj  tbe  tevertl  gentlemen  who  bad  coosidered  ii. 
Hia  flnt  objtclioD  wai  to  diacharge  aa  obligatton 
to  the  tfeoUemaD  from  Fenii*rlTBDia,  (Hr.  Saa- 
•BAXT.)  Tbe  CAM  of  OcDeralThompaon,  which 
oeentred  onder  tbe  Old  CoBgre**,  wa«  cited  by 
■  him ;  it!  force  waa  attempted  to  be  wnkeaed  by 
hto  coUeagDe,  ^Mr.  Ron,)  who  ihoaght  it  wai  a 
««M  eleanr  wiibin  the  priTil^^e*  of  CoDgrev, 
aa  defined  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  Ad 
exiraot  from  tbe  recordi  of  that  daj,  would  show 
thie  to  be  a  mfttake.  General  Thompaon  came 
before  the  Congress  of  that  day,  on  a  charffn  of 
abreacliof  the  express  privileges  of  its  members. 
'In  ike  coone  of  tbe  ittve* ligation  be  cemmitted 
'«  riolaiion  of  tfee  pririlege  of  the  body.  The 
teaolalion,  with  a  preamble,  adopted,  was : 


I  Ikn^age  iguiut,  ud 


•■d  dJcnitr  of  this  Howe,  and  a  biucb  of  iti  priT- 
ilesea.'' 

This  was  adopted,  af^er  an  attempt  to  gat  rid 
of  it,  by  a  call  of  ihepretionsqvestion,  byaTote 
of  seven  States  to  two,  and  two  were  divided  ; 
the  nameriealToie  was  eighteen  loaeren.  Among 
those  in  favor  of  the  reaorulion,  were  some  of  tbe 
membera  of  ihe  Convemioo  who  framed  the  pre- 
sent  CoDstituiion.  It  was,  therefore,  a  judgmeot 
|)rononnced  by  tbe  Old  Congress,  on  the  very 

Bint  now  at  issae.  While  toe  attention  of  tbe 
DUse  was  directed  to  that  angast  anembly,  be 
a^d  leave  to  point  it  particularly  to  the  pro- 
eeedings  of  that  body  at  a  snbsequeai  period,  to 
show  how  fat  their  privileges  and  their  powers 
were  believed  to  extend,    la  tbe  year  1783,  after 

-  the  disbaadmeni  of  tbe  rcgalar  army,  a  few  fac- 
tions sol  diets,  among  the  new  levies  of  the  Penn- 
sylvanla  line,  marched  to  Philadelphia,  and  ware 

<  joined  bv  part  of  the  army  stationed  there,  to 
compel  t'he  President  and  Coancil  of  tbe  Stale 
to  grant  certain  demands  which  they  preseuied> 
'  It  so  happened  that  they  appeared  around  the 
koase  in  which  Cong rese  was  aitiing,  but  with- 
out  any  inteotion  to  control  or  disturb  it*  pro- 
iieedings.    What  course  was  adopted?    Tbetr 

''*wo  resalntians  will  best  esplain  ibeireonrdncl 
and  its  motives.    The  first  reaolutions  were : 

"Baohid,  That  the  Prendent  and  Snprema  Gi- 
ecntive  Conndl  of  PenDaylvuti*  b«  iaformed  thil  the 
■athorit^  of  the  Cnited  State*  baTing  been  this  dsj 
Ktoaal;  uaolted,  by  tbe  diiorderlj  and  meataag  ap- 
pearance of  a  body  ofariDed  Kldters  aboet  the  placs 
within  nhich  Con^reas  were  aMemtded ;  and  Ihe 
Mare  of  this  citj  being  endanfered  by 
tHeposition  af  tlie  eald  Irqapa,  now  in  ib 

'iein  dieopiniaa  of  OengraM  necaaeij  that  eflectaal 


measursa  be  immediately  taken  fcr  eappottiBg  the 
paUic  authoii^ 

>'  Haobiei,  That  the  eonunittee  on  a  lattar  Ihn 
ColensI  Botler,  be  directed  to  eonfer,  vrithoal  lose  of 
time,  with  the  Snpreme  Eiecutive  Conaeil  of  Pmu- 
(jtTania,  on  the  piacUeabili^  of  canyinc  dw  i»ego- 
ing  leaolutian  into  effect ;  and  that,  in  cast  it  shall 
sppear  to  the  committee  Uiat  there  is  no  seSriettory 
ground  for  expecting  adequate  and  prompt  eseitiaai 


mittee,  be  aolborised  end  directed  to  anBamon  As 
memben  of  Oongrese  to  meet  on  Thursday  next,  at 
TrentMi  or  nittMlon,  in  New  JoMy,  in  otrder  that 
flnther  end  aMce  tfbctoal  measuee  may  be  taken  fit 
rappresaing  tbe  praaant  ramill,  aad  maiatalnuig  Iha 
digu^  and  anthoiily  of  the  United  SiatM. 

"Serohed,  That  the  Beotetary  at  War  be  dirMted 
to  oonuDnnieste  to  the  Coiamsadsrio-Chiaf  the  stats 
snd  disposition  of  Ihe  said  troops,  in  order  that  ha 


■udi  force  as  he  may  jodge  expedient  for  m 
ing  any  dirtuibsnce  that  may  enana." 

It  appearing  that  tbe  President  and  Cooncil  of 
PennsylniDia  did  not  or  were  ooaUe  to  take  the 
necessary  measures  to  correct  and  poniah  the  vio- 
lators of  the  rights  of  tbe  State  sovereignty,  and 
tbe  author*  of  tbe  oontempt  of  the  Federal  an> 
ifaority,  the  President  assembled  Coagreas  at 
Princeton,  and  the  first  act  after  their  meeiiag 
was  to  adopt  another  resolution,  directing  Gen- 
eral Howe,  and  one  thousand  five  hundred  men, 
to  inareh  to  Philadelphia,  suppress  the  mutiay, 
anest  and  punish  the  soldiers  who  were  coBcem- 
ed  in  it,  and  disarm  all  who  were  engaged  in  it. 
Tbis  order  was  executed  bf  that  officer,  and  tbe 
soldiers  subse^nentiy  pardoned  by  Cangresi  for 
the  share  they  bad  in  the  transaction.  Heretnsa 
practical  illnstratioo  of  (he  doctrine  of  tbeptlvi- 
leges  of  a  legislative  body,  of  a  Congress,  not  a 
colleeiion  of  ambassadors,  Ihe  only  specie*  of 
Congress  which  oceorred  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  SpanCBn,)  but  a  Congress  reat- 
viib  legislative  powers,  and  acting  under  the 


ginod  that  those  members  of  thit  CongreaiL  wko 
'Weresaiweqneatly  of  the  Conventioo.wonld  kave 
passed  the  Constiintion  from  their  hands,  with- 
out iugrafiiDg  into  it  this  protecting  power,  if 
they  had  not  believed  it  was  the  neeesnry  inci- 
dent of  the  creation  of  the  legialaiive  bodies,  aad 
the  coiuequeaee  of  tbe  duties  aaaigned  to  ihem, 
ratpeetiveiy  1  Mr.  FoasyTB  would  detain  the 
Howe  a  few  moments  on  the  merits  of  the  qtiei- 
tion,  endeavoring  to  avoid  a  recurrence  to  those 
arguments  which  had  been  already  preaeated. 
The  decision  about  to  be  made,  was  no  longer 
a  teal  of  tbe  eapaeily  of  this  body  to  protect  it- 
self; it  went  much  deeper;  if  affirmative,  it 
siruak  at  tbe  root  of  the  most  imporiani  power 
vested  in  it  by  the  Constitution. 

The  duty  imposed  by  the  Consiilulion  to  legis- 
late for  the  Union,  and  provide  for  the  vtrions 
interests  of  every  class  of  the  comiauniiy,  and 
while  mall iog  this  provision  to  avoid  improper 
sacrifices  of  the  one  to  the  promotion   of  ibt 
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Mfa«niins  Biowce  both  ar^oM  mod  daUcaMi 
bnt  this  HonM  wu  veBt«d  wiib  itill  luglwr  du- 
tw*.  The  IVaintn  oftke  ConitiMllDii,  evarlieed, 
by  the  experieiee  of  all  other  aati^  who  h«ve 
atteBpted  to  etMbliih  free  ChmraiBaau,  of  ih« 
dsBfer  to  wbieb  libnty  ii  ilwaft  expowd,  theaght 
it  DceemiT  to  gaui  amtnst  the  eneioaehmeiite 
of  erbjlnrr  power.  Joagiof  that  the  dma  might 
uTiTe  when  a  PnHdetit  woald  eoai^ra  with 
eotrapt  a«d  aubiiion  mm.  at  hb  own  eoaatij 
or  of  a  fflteigK  iwUai>,  to  euife  U*  leiaponrf 
KBd  limited  emhoriiy  to  a  permaaent  and  dee- 
potie  power,  thejr  aoppoeed  a  aafficieat  barrftr 
was  erwied  to  defcftt  nieb  oonipfncr,  by  giriag 
to  ibbHooaethe  power  ttfimpeaebaMat,  and  the 
Senate  the  authedtf  to  jsdge  aad  poaiib  iha 
offeDdei,  when  broogst  to  ibeir  bar  by  the  ahargea 
of  the  RejveeentatiTn  of  the  people,  aftd  coaetei- 
ed  by  proper  eridoiee.  Ha*  it  Dot  oeeaned  to 
the  menwra  of  Ihb  Heme,  eipaeiallr  to  thoat 
who  Mpport  the  reaidatioat  oa  fvtr  uUe,  that 
the  effioecf  of  this  prariaioa  raeidei  wbollf  in 
the  power  of  thia  Hottte  and  trf  the  Senate,  retpeo 
tiTelr,  to  ione  proeeea  of  attachmeM  for  eootanapt  1 
Suaoge  aa  it  may  appear,  the  tFnth  of  ihla  pr«- 
poaition  ia  beyoad  diepaia.  Bot,  for  thit  now 
called  dauerooi  and  alarming  atreich  erotrr  Ooa- 
stitaiionaT  aaiboritr,  the  terrible  eogiae  of  im* 
peaebment  it  a  bagbear  to  frighten  ehtldiah  eor- 
rnptlon!  but  theaaom  and  eooiempt  of  fall-grown 
Tinainy.  A  praetteat  illQumtioa  will  best  ihow 
tbe  eorreeiaeit  of  ihi*  poaiiloB.  A  Preeldent 
forms  treasenable  designs  agaioat  the  United 
Slates.  By  ooeof  those  fbrtnoale  erents  wbieh, 
in  the  order  <^  froridenee,  nBoally  ooenn  to  d«y 
fett  the  machinatioDsof  gnil(,«  jMirtialdheoeery 
of  the  design  is  iDBde,aiHl  an  ioqutry  is  institnicd  | 
you  aseertafu  the  sonroes  from  wbieh  aeetiraie 
nod  certeia  infonnaiioa  is  te  be  pvoeored.  How 
are  you  to  compel  otiedieaee  to  your  call  upon 
tbe  witnesses,  who  ara  known  to  possess  M  the 
infbrniation  necessary  for  yonr  purpose?  How 
are  yon  to  compel  tbe  prontetion  of  the  ireaaoa- 
abtoeotreqwndeneeinibeireastodyf  Byattaeh- 
ment  for  contempt.  Sir,  it  is  tain  lo  say  weean 
provide  by  law  for  suob  an  ocanrrcnoe.  Bneh 
provision  ia  inpoasible.  Too  may  make  laws, 
out  these  liws  are  nngatory.  Yon  may  provide 
peaalties,  bnt  to  infliet  them  most  be  jodialal 
process,  trial,  eonvletk>n  and  senicaea.  The  in- 
enMble  delay  is  minoas  to  ihe  conniry,  and  gives 
to  the  ttaiioTs  tbe  time  to  eonaummaw  tbaif  hop- 
ribte  dceign*.  Bit  even  tbe  guMty  witness,  the 
eoniemoer  of  yoaraathoriiy,  eseepesihepoaiah' 
nenl  provided  by  Tonr  law.  Tbe  sagne  Gmsti- 
tatjon  under  whfeb  yon  defined  his  oSmm*,  and 
annexed  an  appropriata  punish  meat,  givm  ts  Ihe 
President,  for  whom  he  sommits  ilf  the  power  of 
pardoning  tbe  ofTendei.  Yoa  have  the  eoaaola- 
tion  to  know  that  be  is  eonvteted,  and  he  has  the 
consolation  of  langbing  at  an  impotent  braaeh  of 
tbe  Legislamre,  edled,  ia  derision,  the  Qnnd  In- 
quest of  tbe  NaKon  !  It  is  not  Impossible,  faow- 
ever,  bat  that  saffieiODt  evidence  may  be  procttred 
to  JBstifr  the  exhibition  of  atlioles  of  impeaah* 
ment.    They  nie  carried  to  the  Senate,    now  ii 


QMS  of  fWnw/  Aaitnm. 


thk  nngast  bady  to  perform  its  ftmetions  7  How 
will  it  eempd  the  appeannce  of  the  aecnsad,  atid 
the  atleuknee  of  the  witnestsal  Br  praeata  of 
attachment  foe  contempt.  Cnn  anv  legal  provi- 
sion  be  mnda  ao  cffaetuial  a*  to  rendat  a  rcawita 
tbia  proeeae  nnnoeemary  1  Ot  rather,  is  not  snak 
reaort  isdtspeasable,  both  to  tbe  safety  of  the 
eotntry  and  righuof  the  aocnsodl  If  regidaa' 
Jodieiai  pneew  is  easontial,  yoa  mm  apjily  to 
the  eonruof  tha  Oovernment;  and  we  shoaM 
sea  tbe  novel  and  ridiealoo*  eahibttion  of  tha 
Ughcet  eomt  of  criminal  jorisdiotion  in  the  na^ 
tioB,  npplying  fov  theenfoiaemcni  ef  its  nnthoEitv 
Mihesnwrdinntetrtbnaals.  It  miyhnnhJsiiiiJ.i 
however,  that  these  leamrks  a|)ply  soMv  to  the 
onsa  of  Climes,  in  the  cnaminatioa  of  wnieh  the 
two  Hoases  of  Csogrev  are  (Hoat'coiuts,  and  m 
anek  haveihe  ordinary  peweia  of  eearts.  Thia 
otjeetion  eannot  be  iMe  by  the  friends  of  the 
teaelatloii,  and  if  made  by  olbns  is  not  satiafa»- 
lory.    It  ia  not  appbcaUe  to  the  subject  of  tba 

Sreaent  ditpntc.  Oa  all  claims  piatanied  by  »• 
ividMls,  t«.  the  Oenesnl  OovaramaU,Cai^nsn 
ia  a  eowt  of  civil  jarisdiotiow,  to  daatde  jastt^ 
between  the  parties.  To  perform  this  doty,  a»ftc 
as  it  regards  the  oompiil«wy  paodoeiioi  of  evi> 
deaee,  it  antt  be  veaied  with  the  same  power*. 
The  membefs  of  its  Canuuttee  of  Claim*  maf^ 
withoBta  violent  metaphoi^  be  aonaidaied  a*  ma^ 
tet*  in  ehancety,  whose  doty  it  is  to  raport  Acts 
in  every  case  to  tbe  Hoan,  and  the  nilea  appi»- 
cable  to   them.    Cettaialy  this  reaamblaMe  ia 

Biiwas  airengMihe  reieiri»t«Dee  bHweea  tUs 
ooie  and  «  court  in  the  origiiMting  i-irTtffr 


ingon  the  already  exhanatod  patleneeaf  the  Unas  a. 
He  fmycd  \u  tnemhecs  not  to  be  dewrred  ftent 
exerctsing  a  laasesary  aulhori^,  br  ihe  feat'  of- 
Inenrring  the  charge  of  stratahiBg  taeir  pnaetul 

pririlage*.    For  hit  own  put,  hewn*  net  dispoeei 


betweeathe  ptivikges  of  the  Have  nad  the  ind^i 
vfdaal  had  bean  aoemttely  distingaished,  and 
there  was  no  daager  of  caanaadlag  them^  eNrila. 


the  RepteeentatiTat  of  the  people  a 
to  do  their  daty.  When  they  weio  not,  ihetewee. 
BBother  eometlva  in  the-  pewar-of  ttw  peapla. 
To  JDitUy  their  eoodaet,  wn  ham  the  enmpleed' 
the  Old  Congress  and  of  the  Hotwe  of  Repmaal*' 
ative*  in  manyinslances  ainee  the  adoption  of  the 
new  ConiiitntioDj  nnd  ttte  examples  of  the  Stala 
Legislatnrea  ia  smtlar  caaas.  He  did  aot  retkr 
lo  these  aa  example*  merely,  bat  as  argnmanmto. 
snppon  ike  eoastriiotion  whlek  was  given  to  the 
"■  iHtniion  by  those  who  bad  exereiaed,  and  ara 
wiling  to  exeiciae,  this  neeeasory  anihoiity. 
To  deter  us,  we  have  the  aKgumwnt*  drawn  frota 
Ihe  Ibt  of  persoaat  pririlMes  in  the  Conttitatioa, 
Ibat  these  wen  all  that  the  Coastiiatjon  inlaad- 
ed  should  be  given  or  enjoyed ;  while  thosewha 
use  the  aignment  are  compellaid  to  aekaowlodga 
a  neeeniiy  for  the  exeraise  of  greater  power  *a 
protect  the  Hoose  in  the  exeeation  of  itt  daiia»- 
an  adkaowledgmeBt  to  iaeoasisUBt  with  ibeir' 
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(iMtriae,  tbac  iher  mart  lo  k  nmtf  of  ezfedl- 
enu  10  oOTHte  Ibe  coDMqneneuof  lbs  uliaiiiioa. 
Tbs  mort  JBgcniaiM  of  thtte  U  tbal  af  tha  honor- 
able cenileman  from  Virginia,  (Ur.  Bamboos,) 
who  aait  an  aothoritf  lo  pruerve  deeorna  in 
the  pllerin  of  ibe  Hoqm  in  the  elnoM  wUeh  sd' 
tkoTJzn  neb  bodr  to  form  rale*  for  iu  goreitt- 
meai.  As  we  have  the  right  to  tar  to  the  people 
whether  thef  iball  come  into  the  gallery,  we  have 
the  right  to  preicribe  Ibe  term  opon  which  they 
ahalt  be  admitted ;  and  in  direciing  onr  Speaker 
lo  preKrve  order,  we  have  preMribed  theie  term*. 
A  ihort  ezneainatton  will  ihow  that  tfaii  is  onl; 
planaible.  Tbe  term  of  the  ConttiUition,  Bouts, 
IS  metaphorical;  it  meaaa  the  memberi,  eeUee- 
tivelr,  tn  etch  body.  Tbe  power  to  preacriba 
T^ei  for  each  Home  euiDot  extend,  tberefote,  lo 
•Bf  perEOD  who  it  not  of  the  Houee.  Penoaa  in 
tbe  callery  are  in  the  Hall,  bat  they  are  not  of 
the  Boum;  and  an  exteaiion  of  tbe  rale  lo  em- 
biaee  tbe  peraoni  in  the  galterr,  is  lUetehing  the 
Bcaningof  aterm  in  the  Conitilation  much  foi^ 
Iker  ihan  we  an  diipoaed  lo  extend  iu  incidental 
pewen.  Bat  thia  argnmeni  retts  upon  another 
grotind;  thai,  haring  a  right  to  prohibit  their 
eBtfaaee  into  ibe  HotM,  we  therefore  have  a  right 
to  prmeribe  the  lermi  npon  whieh  they  ahall  be 
■dmiiied — a  ton  of  eoatiaet  well  anderatood  and 
perfecilr  explained  by  tbe  aweeping  power  given 
to  the  Bpesker  lo  preHrve  order.  Thia  pover 
given  to  the  Speaker  ta  hut  the  echo  of  the  Con- 
atitoHonal  proviiioD,  and,  like  it,  appliea  to  the 
members  and  officer*  of  the  HonfC,  and  not  lo  the 
bnilding.  Thcviaitors  in  onr  gnlicMr  are  ool  par- 
tics  to  the  contract.  The  idea  of  contract  for 
deeoroDs  behavioar,  whose  eontidecation  is  a  seat 
in  onr  gallery,  is  at  leut  a  noveltv.  Contraoti 
vere,  be  believed,  never  made  for  tnc  preveaiion 
Of  disorderly  condaet.  The  fallacy  of  thia  rea- 
MMing  most  be  ohvions  to  those  who  would  con- 
sider tbe  neecMity  of  going  beyond  the  Bbnte  to 
preserve  deeoram.  In  the  street  we  baveno  right 
to  preaoribs  terms,  tuce  that  is  eommon  |noper- 
ly;  and  if  annoyed,  then  tbe  House  must  sab- 
mil,  unless  by  virtue  of  onr  exclnsive  legiilatiDg 
power  over  ibe  Diatriel  ihu  also  Is  iacladed  in 
onr  anihority  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  contract 
into  wbieh  the  etticeni  ahall  enter  who  come  into 
it.  From  this,  fellows  agnin,  a<  a  corollary,  that 
ibe  tame  auilioritj  is  poaaceaed  wherever  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates  has  exclosive  juris- 


The  gentlemaa  ttom  Hliaiiaip|»  (Ur.  Pom- 
immB)  bas  endeavored  to  find  the  tme  diaiine- 
tion,  and  suppoaes  that  be  diseovere  it  in  the  power 
to  prevent  or  panisb  any  offence  which  prevents 
a  member  from  performing  his  duly.  If  he  ii 
disabled  by  beating,  the  party  infliciinff  tbe  chaa- 
(iaement  u  panisbable  by  the  House.  It  was  well 
remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Ur. 
Smith,)  that  tbe  member  from  Missimippi  did 
■ot  say  what  vras  to  be  done  if  the  member  was 
■ot  disabled ;  but  the  inference  is  irresiitible,  upon 
bis  own  priDciple,  that  the  oSeadet  ia  not  pnn- 
iibiUe  if  uability  of  the  member  ii  not  the  con- 


seqaenea  of  the  offence.  The  example  prednecd 
of  an  escape  from  deaih  by  a  ntembei  who  wu 
■hot  at  and  missed  while  coming  to  the  Hodm, 
to  prevent  bis  attendance,  iUustnted  follr  the 
weakness  of  this  distinction.  Mr.  F.  said  he  con- 
sidered that  tbe  rule  mnat  be  founded  oa  the  con- 
neiion  of  tbe  offiince  eommilted  on  a  member 
with  his  dalies  to  the  Uoiue.  If  any  mrmbti 
sbonld  foMet  bis  own  charaetN,  and  intuit  a  citi- 
zen, be  bad  no  right  to  protection ;  and  if  beaten, 
the  House  onght  not  to  iaietfere.  Bat  if  a  blow, 
or  a  threat,  or  improper  mean*  of  any  hind,  were 
need  to  [trevenl  a  member  fVom  attending  to  dis- 
charge nis  daties,  or  to  control  the  free  exercise 
of  hit  jod^eaent,  tbe  person  ofiendiofr  was  nme- 
nable  lolhisbodyfor  a  eoniem|Mof  itsprivil^es, 
and  pnnisbable  by  aliaGhmeni  for  contempt. 

Ur.  F.  apologized  for  tbe  desnliory  remarks  be 
had  offered  on  this  sntncet.  The  resolau'ont  were 
altogether  unexpeciea,  when  introdaced,  and  faia 
obsetvationi  opon  thtm  were  the  crnde  tu|^e- 
tiont  of  ihe  moment  He  had  ample  time  since 
to  arrange  nnd  di^t  bis  ideas  on  the  subject,  bat 
could  not  have  given  them  in  this  shape,  wilhont 
bringing  again  into  view  the  tame  eoniiderationa 
which  had  been  already  preeenled,  in  tbe  strong- 
est  light,  by  those  who  preeedMi  htm  in  the 
diseniaion. 

Mr.  fiuoBin  spoke  as  follows:— Ur.  Spanker,  I 
have  now  the  possession  of  tbe  floor.  Allbongb 
at  a  laie  period  of  the  debate,  it  it  the  first  con* 
venient  Mporinniiy  that  has  oceorred  since  the 
qaestioa  has  been  pretenied  to  tbe  Hooee  in  ils 
present  form.  I  have  noibinjg  to  offer  as  an  apd- 
ogv  for  the  exercise  of  ihtt  right,  but  its  iotriaiie 
value  and  the  importance  of  the  principle  in  dis- 
cussion ;  nor  can  I  pTomite  that  tbe  time  I  shall 
require  tbe  attention  of  the  Houae  will  be  mo- 
mentary. 1  hope  to  lai 
slruative,  and  worthy  ti 
asaembly.  Uv  viewa  and  feelings  relative  lo  the 
question  are  known  to  tboee  who  heat  me,  and, 
perhaps  from  a  pertinaelotu  and  an  unwise  adfaer- 
enee  W  my  own  opinion,  in  opposition  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  that  generally  tiams  lo  be  re- 
cocnned  as  legiHinate.  Mv  pneiieal  political 
inlormUion  is  very  limiled,  and  my  acQoited 
knowledge,  relative  to  matters  of  thia  politicaL 
moment,  is  too  circumscribed  to  make  me  eom- 
pnhend  and  elucidate  my  views  of  this  contro- 
rersy  in  the  manner  it  is  susceptible  of,  or  with 
any  hope^  at  this  time,  of  sucoess,  when  I  am 
advised  of  tbe  phalanx  of  talents  that  arc  in  arra^ 
in  oppoaition,  eompoted  of  men  who,  from  ezpen* 
enceand  applicnlion,  have  meritorioiulf  acquired 
a  commandia^  reputation  and  influenee.  Now, 
also,  I  am  justifled  in  taking  there  are  those  here 
who  coincide  with  me  in  opinion,  wbo  have  ac- 
quired, and  worthily  have,  the  repuuiion  of  being 
menDftalemtandinforma(ion,Bndwho,  inlhed- 
poee  of  ihtt  qaettjoo,  have  most  amply  evidenced 
that  it  bat  not  been  obtained  unmeritedly ;  anl 
others  wbo,  bv  their  labora  on  this  occasioa,  hare 
richly  eniiiled  ihemtelvei  lo  the  honor  of  being 
roistered  among  the  literati  and  stateemen  ol 
our  country. 
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Ur.  Speaker,  ttwra  hare  bef  d  some  su|geiti(iaR 
broagbl  ioio  ihiR  dJKQasion  by  (be  genilemaD 
from  HMMcbimetls  (Mr.  Holhss)  that  I  am 
nnwilline  to  let  pau  nnnolieed.  He  has  slid 
that  tbe  frieads  of  JobD  Andereoa  are  all  ai  ouee 
transformed  from  iadignaiioD  to  aympatlir,  and 
that  the  thunder  of  eloqaenee  is  heard  In  behalf 
of  liberiy  and  ibe  poor  opprened  Anderson.  But, 
when  an  hooonble  member  of  tbia  Home  is 
scandalized  bf  a  foni  attempt  to  corrnpt  as,  they 
af«  composed,  mild,  and  senile  as  May.  dba. — 
directly  ebarging  Iboie  wno  are  oppoKd  to  the 
exereise  of  tbe  power^  with  being  gofcmed  by 
motires  of  friendship  for  the  accnsed,  and  of  be- 
ing associated  in  feeliags  with,  and  in  faror  of,  a 
DiaD  charged  of  being  gnilly  of  acts  sabTenire 
of  every  moral  and  honorable  principle,  and  soeh 
as  demonstrate  him  to  be  destitute  of  these,  and 
those  charges  supported  by  the  moat  honorable 
and  disbteresied  eridenee ;  and  not  only  this, 
bni  that  they  are  deyoid  of  tbe  common  and 
ordinary  feelings  of  respect  for  themselves,  and 
honorabte  men,  and  for  rirtne  I  To  that  gentle- 
man, and  to  those  who  bare  heard  this  debate, 
appertaining  to  om  power,  priTileges,  and  dignity, 
1  leave  It  to  be  decided,  wfaeiber  those  imputa- 
liona  (if  withoot  foundation)  are  not  an  attack 
more  ilagmDt  aad  ontregeoDs,  upon  the  honor  and 
int^tiiy  of  ibe  peraoos  to  wbom  they  are  applied, 
and  upon  the  dignity  and  priTileges  of  this  House, 
than  are  the  doings  of  John  Andcnoo  as  charged 
opon  him.  Iwill  east  the  mantle  of  charity  over 
Ibis  gentleman,  and  say,  that  I  do  not  believe  he 
intended  any  disrespect  to  the  House,  or  any 
member]  but  that,  incidentally,  those  eipressions 
were  nted  to  make  a  beantifal  senienee,  and  to 
give  himself  the  fortnnate  opportunity  to  round 
it  off  with  a  couplet  of  pastoral  Terse. 

Hr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  alleged  and  urged,  as 
eonclusirt,  against  Iboae  who  object  lo  tbe  exer- 
cise of  this  power,  that  ibey  do  not  agree  in  the 
groDods  of  objection,  and  that,  therefor^  they 
ar«  wroBff,  asd  we  have  the  ]Mwer.  I  do  not 
agree  that  the  atlegatioo  is  correct;  for  I  believe 
our  objeciioos  bare  been  only  and  generally  that 
we  find  no  ezpres*  gmni  of  the  power  in  the  Con- 
stitniioiL  aor  tbe  gntni  of  any  power,  in  tbe  ex- 
erciae  of  which,  neeessarily,  we  must  have  and 
excreiae  this  power— that  it  was  a  power  not  in 
it*  nature  legtslatire,  but  judicial,  and,  as  inch, 
belonged  to  aaetber  depariment  of  Ibe  Ooveru- 
meoi,  Ibe  judieiary.  And,  by  way  of  illustration, 
we  bave  contended  that,  in  the  ezereise  of  this 
power,  we  must  combine  and  eieteise  tbe  powers 
of  the  levenil  departmenis  of  our  OoremmeQl 
in  the  one ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  dangerous  to  civil 
rights  and  liberty,  and  also  destructive  to  the 
beauty,  harmony,  and  order  of  our  political  iu- 
siiiotion,  as  wdained  and  esiablisbed  by  out  Con- 
stiioiion.  Bui,  admit  tbe  charge  to  be  correct,  is 
the  eoncloGioQ  infeiiible,  or  reasonable^  or,  in 
truth,  can  this  course  of  atgumeat  bare  any 
weight  I  Bui,  on  tbe  contrary,  may  we  not  re- 
inrn  the  argument  on  ib«  geailemen  with  great 
propriety  and  force,  if  they  hare  not  concurred 
m  )be  souiee  from  whence  they  bave  a  right  to 


this  i>ower  T  They  have  the  affirmative, 
and  are  required,  in  the  course  of  argument,  to 
show  from  whence  the  aatbority  comes,  and 
where  the  grant  is  consliinled  and  given.  They 
admit  we  bave  no  power?  or  privileges,  bni'by  a 

itant  derived  from  the  people.  Have  they  not 
erived  it  in  argument  from  almost  as  many 
sources  as  there  are  persons  that  have  taken  part 
in  this  debate  1  Those  who  opened  the  discus- 
sion on  tbe  side  of  power,  resied  themselvesupoa 
the  Constitution,  and  on  an  iDhereni  power  grow- 
ing ont  of  the  creation  of  this  House,  and  here 
only  did  they  contend  for  the  grant  of  ihe  power. 
From  this  position,  and  these  preieaiioos,  they 
were  compleidy  beaten  by  the  clear,  impressive, 
and  illostrntire  argamenis  delivered  by  ihe  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Babboor.j  Others 
claim  to  find  It  in  ibe  common  law,  and  from  Ihe 
usages  and  eusioms  of  Colonial  aod  Stale  Lms- 
Utures,  and  from  the  law  and  power  exercised  by 
the  courts  of  jndicaiure.  Another  from  tbe  law 
of  necessity ;  another  from  ihe  law  of  self  preser- 
vation ;  and  another  from  precedents.  Thus  vari- 
onsty  mod  adroitly  hkve  gentlemen  taxed  their 
talents  and  learning  lo  find  the  grant  of  this 

Sower.  If,  in  a  court  of  justice,  a  person  should 
emand  a  specific  article,  or  right,  and  should 
claim  his  right  to  demand,  sometimes  upon  one 
ground }  and,  at  other  times,  upon  different  and 
variant  principles,  we  should  at  least  be  con- 
strained to  say,  bis  title  was  doablful,  and  inevi- 
taUy  against  bim,  if  he  claimed  to  have  it,  if  at 
all,  from  an  acknowledged  ioslrnment,  in  which 
(be  demandant's  pretended  right  was  not  ex- 
pressly reci^nised,  nnd  that  snch  instrument  con- 
uined  these  terms,  "the  powers  not  delmted  to 
Ibe  grantee  by  this  inslrumeot,  nor  prohibited  to 
tbe  gmntor,  are  reserved  to  the  grantor." 

Mr.  Speaker,  gentlemen  have,  in  a  aonaideta- 
ble  degree,  relied  upon  the  common  law.  I  coo- 
template  to  derive  much  aid  in  this  controversy 
from  the  same  sonree.  It  becomes  necessary, 
therefore,  that  we  come  to  an  understanding  of 
what  is  meant  by  the  common  law.  The  common 
law  is  of  great  antiquity — "  It  is  the  o&pripg  of 
'  time.  Time  is  said  lo  be  the  wuest  of  ibtngs; 
'  and  if  the  child  partakes  of  the  qualities  of  the 
'  pareoi,  it  may,  with  pr^rieiy,  be  pronooDced 
'  to  be  tbe  wisest  of  laws."  In  a  general  sense, 
the  common  law  cannot  be  said  to  bave  its  ori- 
gin in  or  from  any  parlicnlar  connlry.  It  has 
existed,  and  been  respected  at  all  times,  and  in 
every  country  where  ctfilization  and  knowledge 
have  bad  Influence.  This  law  is  a  set  of  rnlea 
and  principles  resulting  from  experience  and  ne- 
cessity. At  different  times  and  places,  ihe  law 
will  be  dissimilar.  It  is  characteristic  of  a  system 
of  common  law,  ihat  it  can  be  accommodated  to 
the  circumstances,  the  exigencies;  and  ihe  con- 
veniences of  (be  people  by  whom  it  is  appointed. 
Its  authority  entirely  depends  upon  its  being  re- 
ceived, adopted,  and  approbated.  From  tbe  his- 
tory of  tbe  common  law,  in  aneient  or  modern 
legal  history,  you  will  fiod  it,  in  its  converging 
couise,  run  into  one  uniform  system,  melloWM 
by  lime,  and  improved  by  experience.    It  is  a 
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lav  produMd,  txUaitd,  tnotlatcd,  adopted,  and 
moulded,  by  practice  atid  mokdi.  Tbit  taw  i« 
BotbiDg  more  ibaa  the  biilory  of  experieoce,  and 
(o  it  an  wise  men  will  reiort  foi  iDitraction  and 
iBformalioD  i  aod  from  it,  thejr  will  be  abU  to 
select  a  conne  and  principles  thai  aie  jux,  uh- 
fid,  and  Decenary  ;  and  to  avoid  lueb  as  are  dan- 
ntoui  dntTuetiTe,  and  petoiciou.  It  is  an  inca- 
timabla  quality  of  tbit  law,  tbat  it  it  progieiaiTe 
ip  improvement,  unleM  leatrained  bjr  t£e  rude 
hand  of  ambiiion.  Tba  common  law  of  diflai- 
eit  GoTernmciMi,  in  many  Teapccia,  neceuarilr 
Duut  ba  different,  the  rundamantal  ijritem*  being 
aniike;  bui,  aa  tbef  appioximata  cacb  olbei  in 
ibis  raapecl,  will  tbtir  common  law  aaiimilaia, 
and  will  b«  raEOit«d  to  for  inMruntioii  and  eun- 
ple  by  eacb  otber, 

Comntoo  law  may,  with  proprialp,  be  «aid  to 
be  an  auxiliary  to  tba  written  law.  It  doe«  net 
contravene  or  control  the  wiitten  law,  but  i*  le- 
■ortcd  to  as  a  helpmate  in  tha  conMrueiioa  and 
ajwlicalioD  of  the  written  law. 

The  conmon  lav  of  Ewland,  a«  ao  entire 
code,  hai  never  been  adopted  in  any  of  tbt  Uni- 
ted Btatet,  not  even  while  ihev  were  the  coloniea 
of  England.  The  biaiorjr  of  the  past  lettlementa 
In  America,  will  amply  confirm  this  idea.  Sev- 
etal  of  the  proriaces,  by  a  compact,  and  others 
by  a  legislative  act,  adopted  for  tbeir  govern- 
ment the  Etalntes  and  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, so  far  as  ihey  were.  a[^IicaUe  and  con- 
■Utant  with  their  condition.  The  written  and 
nnwrilien  law  of  England,  u  respects  the  ab- 
solute and  relative  rights  of  persons,  and  the 
administration  of  justice,  ate  not  ditsimilai  to 
ibme  adopted  io  these  United  States,  indeed 
many  of  the  writlea  laws  of  the  United  Stales 
are  either  in  substance  copies  of  the  English 
■tatntes,  or  declaratory  of  the  common  law  of 
England.  Therefore  may  our  courts,  in  those 
respeelt,  look  Io  the  experience  to  be  found 
tbote  proceedings  for  information  and  inilr< 
tion  in  doijbtfal  matters  of  controversy ;  but  not 
foi  the  purpose  of  finding  tha  law  of  this 


England  are  absurd,  and  derogatory  to,  and  sub- 
Teisire  of,  the  natural  and  Inalienable  rights  of 
man,  and  repugnant  to  the  most  valoaUe  and 
fondamenlal  feaiurea  and  piinciplte  of  oat  Qov- 
ernments  and  iniiitutions;  and  particularly  so 
in  regard  to  tbe  origin  of  fnndameniat  power 
and  the  distributive  and  limited  exercise  tuercof. 
Thoae  laws,  and  tbe  proceedings  under  them, 
are  la  be  known  and  consulted  by  all  in  author- 
ity here,  only  with  the  view  to  avoid  them.  The 
Giimiaal  law  of  England  is  much  more  rnde  and 
imperfect  than  the  civil.  Tbe  penalties  of  those 
laws  are  uncertain,  arbitrary,  and,  in  an  exireroe, 
sanguinary.  Sncb  laws  are  not  adapted  to  the 
genius  and  nature  at  our  Gorernment,  nod  are 
only  the  &t  appendages  of  a  Qovernmenl  based 
U|Kin  power^nd  continued  by  a  tyrannical  exet' 
use  of  it.  The  bistorv  of  the  criminal  law. in 
these  United  Slates  will  furoiah  a  clear  illuslra- 
tion  npon  this  subject.    The  criminal  laws  have 


been  prograsaively  meliomed.  Tha  diMMliaa- 
ary  and  sanguinary  features  have  steadily  bicB 
giving  place  to  cartaio,  fixed,  and  hBmu*  piitt- 
ciplei  and  laws.  Much  yet  remains  to  be  doat 
before  our  criminal  laws  wUl  lutve  aotuircd  a 
proper  finish. 

The  importance  and  necessity  of  certainty  in 
the  eriminal  law,  are  well  esneaaed  by  a  neat 
teacher  in  these  words:  Tbe  KaowledgaoTthK 
branch  of  jurisprndence,  which  tewihaa  the  na- 
ture, eztcDt,  and  dagreoi  of  every  crime;,  and 
adjusts  to  it  iu  adequala  and  neccaau^  P"'!*'?- 
is  of  the  utmost  importmnca  to  eraiy  indtridaal 
in  tbe  Stale ;  for  no  rank  or  elavttioB  in  life,  no 
uprighlnei*  of  heart,  no  prodaitce  or  eircamspee- 
tion  of  coaduet,  should  tempt  a  nan  to  coneludt, 
that  be  mar  not,  at  tamt  time  oi  other,  b«  deep- 
ly interested  in  theae  rescarchea.  Tbe  infirni- 
tiea  of  the  best  among  us,  the  vices  and  ungov- 
ernable passions  of  oihera,  tha  instability  of  ail 
human  affairs,  and   the  Dnnberlea*  nnior 


events  which  the  compass  of  a  dar  mar  briag 
foilb,  will  teach  us,  upon  a  nomeni's  tcaection, 
that  to  know,  wiib  precision,  what  tbe  laws  vi 
our  country  hare  forbidden,  and  the  deplwahLe 
consequences  to  which  a  wilful  disohcdieMce  may 
expose  us,  is  a  matter  of  universal  coueeiB.    In 

Eroportion  (o  the  importance  of  the  criminal 
tw.oiight  also  to  be  the  care  and  atteation  ef 
the  legislatare  in  properly  forming  and  eofotcing 
it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  thus,  brieflv  attempted  to 
show  that  tbe.  erimiaal  eommon  law  is  inappli- 
cable to  out  juit  ideas  of  criminal  law,  and  that, 
upon  general  and  comet  prineiplni,  ii  ovgbt  not 
to  be  rcc^nised.  Bat,  1  also  costend,  that  the 
Federal  Qovernment  hae  no  criminal  cenmon 
law  ;  that  no  pfnoa  can  be  pnnished  by  the 
United  Slates  for  the  doing  any  act,  other  than 
such  as  are  made  criminal  by  the  CoosittntioD, 
or  some  statute  of  the  United  Siaica;  and  that 
the  United  Slate*  eourls  have  no  coalman  law 
jurisdiction  in  criminal  ease*.  These  poiiiioai 
are  sanctioned  by  the  opiAion  ot  Jodga  Chaaa, 
io  2  Dallas's  Reports)  by  Chief  JiM'ce  Uar- 
shall,  in  the  case  of  Idviogilea  vi.  JcAiwai 
and  hy  the  court  in  the  caaa  of  fioUmta  and 
SwarLwoni ;  by  Jodgf  Tueker.in  his  appawtax 
10  the  4th  voL  Black.  Com.i  and,  \ty  impUen- 
lion,  from  the  law  of  ConcNM  gi*ing  m  the 
conn  the  power  to  punish  eontUDple>  Yel,  I 
admit  it  is  Bcceseaty,  prudent,  and  wise  in  oar 
courts  to  resort  to  the  ooBnton  law  for  fonnt  oC 
proeeadingSj  nnd  to  aeccrtain  the,  legal  nikd  leeh- 
nical  meaning  of  the  letoa*  and  words  used  by 
the  legislature  in  tbeir  criminal  laws,  aa  we  refer 
to  the  common  English  dtciiooary  for  the  pre- 
cise meaning  of  a  word,  il  being  evident,  and 
reasonable  to  believe,  tbe  terms  asd  wards  were 
adopted  by  the  l^islaiure,  to  be  understood  in 
ihat  sense  j  but  that  our  coorts  are  to  look  to  the 
common  law  for  a  caulogue  of  the  crimes,  and 
tbe  pains  and  peaalties  to  be  punished  and  in- 
fiicied  in  this  country  I  utterly  deny. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Vi^inia  (Mr.  Mnnain) 
passed  many  very  flittering  complimeMa  Hpon 
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wd  ii  to  oar  ei 


doBniiittB  of  111*  eoniiBOD 
to  adopt  tk»  noat  anotent  within  mj  rMollMitm, 
b«t  one  thn  hu  boso  lecfytMl  u  eonect  bj  all 
itB  advoMilei^  from  ihu  line  to  tbe  pMMDl  day. 
Plato  dcflavd  ib«  eomuDO  Uw  to  b«,  Ibai  whieb 
ma  taken  op  by  tbeooommieaaMntof  aconn- 
tpf ;  that  it  was  tka  goldM  and  Morad  rale  of 
raaaon  ;  and  tbat  it  ia  aotUag  rise  bat  e««auw 
leaaeo — (kil  r«ia*d  naann,  wbiah  is  geaaimUr 
(•aaivad  bf  cenaMt  of  aU.  Sir  E.  Coke,  after 
sayiay  mueb  ia  coauMndation  of  Am  aoMOM^a 
law,  eooolBdeawitbtfaia;  "No  ntaa  owhttobe 
wiaer  than  tbq  law,  whieh  ia  the  Mrwotioa 
reMon.»  Chief  Jnsliea  BlardiaU,  »  th«  ea  _ 
before  eiMd,  deflaaa  iba  nnmiuan  law  to  be, 
"Htiiuia  ttmmtKt  applied  bfeeurta;  not  capri- 
'  Bloaaiy-|  bat  ia  a  reealar  oalo  of  deeiiionB,  to 
'  hiiBBaD  adbita,  aeooraie;  to  ike  circanslaaQei 
'  or  ibe  natioa,  the  nceeadiy  of  tbe  tim«i,  and 
'  tbe  ceoeral  stale  of  ibion."  And  this  rea*™ 
whiflE  ia  the  body  aad  som  of  the  eomMen  li 
is  Dot  the  kD«wlad|e,expaiieMe.ori«forniat>DB 
of  aky  one  man;  bat  it  is  the  kaewlcdge, aad 
expenenea,  aad  inferaiaiian  of  maaf,  ariaiDg 
frooa  lighto,  inataakf  aad  saeaesavdf  eonna- 
ntoatcd,  iaiptered,  and  imMering;  With  ihii 
view  aad  nadentandiaif  of.  the  cotBinoB  taw,  I 
iviU  call  tbe  atlentieo  of  the  Hoase  to  soma 
prineiples  of  it,  whish  I  hold  to  be  peealiarip 
apfdieable  tovsaaaaatim,  and,  wilkastrikiDg 
aptitade.  ^ydjr  aad  ezpiam  the  pMMDt  eeelro- 
Tersy ;  ibaLttie  legiiiiaate  power  of  mvernaMDt 
is  in  the  piople  to  be  gennned  j  uoat,  for  (ba 
pmpoaea  ^  govenueaat,  it  ia  ascMaary  for  the 
peo^  to  grant  to  eenain  portions  of  ibeoudro 
lianued  powara,  to  be  esataiaed  for  the  advas- 
taga  of  aoeie^ )  thai  the  poweie  delegated  sbaatd 
be  diatiiboied  into  proper  dqiatUneaia}  that  lb* 
d^artBaeDti  ihoiM  be  kept  diwinet,  and  lo  be 
exeioiaed  by  diiaeent  Dembaaa;  thai  naliay  ted 
and  diecretioaary  peweis  are '  daogaraas,  aad 
ottgbi  not  le  be  permit Md,  and  that  powats.oot 
gfanted' remain  with  ibc-.peop4e.  Thenadomi- 
naney.  of  those  priaaiplae.  was  tbe  anVtaattal. 
eaoacs  that  lad  to  the  adeptien  of  theseraial 
Stale  cODstitBtiDaa  aad  tbia  Meratirw  oovpaat. 
Oemlanaa-baYe said  thaiwe  most fosort to tbi 
ioa  law  la  enable  a*  to        ~ 


I  am  ready  to 
admit  tbe  k*%,  and  will  go  fatiher,  aad  saf;,  it  is 
tbe. ke^  by.  wbieh  yoa  open  the  wiadewa  of-tbs' 
Oeaatiunion,  and  are  anaUad  lo  comprebend  es- 
aetly  the  powers  alloMed.  to  the  aarenl  d^art^ 
menu  estabbsbed  by  thai  iMtnunent. 

Ml.  Speaker,  libcity  Md  eieil  tigbu  bev^  on 
etcher  hand,  a  thraateaiag  eaeniy :  on  tbe.  one, 
tytaoay;  on  ibeothet,  lieentiotMBSss.  Inordm' 
[o.gnaid  agaiast  the  latter,  pmner  pawcra  on^t 
to  M  duly  diatfibMed ;  and  it  ie  not  lass  impor- 
tavi,  thaithe  jadieialBhaaldbedistiBBtfimn,Mid 
udapaDdaDi  of,  tbe  lapslatin  department.  To . 
thsae  leading  principlaa  the  people  of  the  United 
States  barb  in  formiag  the  ConMiuUoa,  maai- 
r«naddwb«faaa*  regard. 


Tbep  have  plaoed  tbe  jodiotal  powar  not  ia. 
Coagrass,  bat.  ia  eourls,  Tbe  Coagiess  are  lo 
raabe  Jaws,  comaiaoding  what  is  right,  and  pro- 
bUiiiiBg  what  is  whmv  ;  and  the  coutta  are  to 
apply,  aeoording  lo  tba  prine^des  of  right  and 
justiee,  tb*  Consiitaiioa  aad  taws,  lo  msttera  of 
eoatrorersy  between  Ike  Oorarnmeat  and  iadi- 
vidaala,  or  between  indiriduats.  These  geasnl 
poaitiona  I  deam  eoweei  end  perttJient,  aad  will 
be  properly  apjdied,  witboot  farther  aiienlioa  sa 
my  part. 

Ubt  it  pl<aa«— Sir,  I  had  neatly  adopted  amode 
of  addreas  more  familiar  to  m^  bat  doI  so  cas> 
toiaary  in  this  plaoe.  Indeed,  it  is  doabtTuI  what 
is  the  praper  farm  to  be. adopted  in  the  present 
fotm  ti  prpeeeding.  Legitimately  and  constita' 
tienally,  I  know  1  am  itqaUed  lo  addrcM  yon  by 
the  honoiable  appellaiian  of  Mr.  Speaker;  bat, 
eonatraciirely,  I  am  edmonished  by  the  ohacM- 
tar  of  tbe  present  preceedin^s,  and  tbeawamenu 
of  grnllenifa  oppoaed  lo  my  opinion,  ibat  I  am 
boond  toaddraia  yea  in  the cemmea 4a w  languid 
of, "may  Jtpiaaaejoor  biMor."  On  myTaft,a 
mambaT  in  bw  plaee  says  h^  aa  a  membar  of  this 
coaitt  ia  aouooa  la  ejtpiess  tiie  reasons  wbi^ 
will  goTam  him  in  g^Titig  judgment  in  this  esnse ; 
OB  my  light,  anolher  declares  we  are  now  sitting . 
aaa  cowl,  aftd  as  a  jodge  he  is  beand  to  nasuma 
ibe  accused  innocent  natU  he  ia  prored  guilty  ( 
and,  oa  every  aide,  lite  advocatet  for  power  pro- 
noiuoe  that  weaicaeting  in  a  judteial  capacityH, 
Thai  ihia  Hoase  eu  be  traaaformed  into  a  eoatt, 
and  ibos  OTfaoized,  proceed  to  aecose,  arrest,  try, 
aadadjudca  a  eiltnca  gniUy  of  an  jodbnee,  is  an, 
idea,  that  deecrveaimicb  coaaidataiion  before  it 
iaamiadiied.  Let  ntnot  deeeire  oaiaeWes  by 
the  asa  of  wordsk  Are  we  a  cork  of  the  UDitad 
SiaieeT  Soebwe  must  be  if  we  aie  a  court  at  > 
all,  AooaniadetigBed  to  bsaplane  wherejtM- 
tiae  is  iodieially  admioisicrad.  u  what  maanet 
is  the  jndieial  pomi  of  the  United  ataie*  lo  be 
euBoiaad,  aad  by  whom  1  Tbe  third  article,  fint. 
sealioa,  of  th«  Ooaslitaiioa,  will  answer  this  in- 
tenagatiir)),  which  is  in  these  wwds:  "Tbe  ja- 
'  diaw  power  at  tbe  United  SMiea  shall  be  vatiad 
'  iBiaDeanpNaMfloan,aadiasw)biDfariDrcaBrisa«< 
'  tbe  CoBgsBss  OMq^irom  tieMto  tims^otdtiB  aad 
'esiabliab."  This,lanprchend,isafalUDdeaiue- 
di^oMtienof  the  JMtaiai  power  apperuiouif  .to, 
tbe  United  Stataa.  Tbie  ileose  is  not  the  m- 
poane  oriafartoraaaEt,eoBtsmpbMed  ia  the  Cob- 
siiiation.  Tba  BHweme  Coon  ia  estabtiahMl  by  . 
the  CoMiituiiQn }  Coiurma  baa  ibe  power  to  e» 
Ublitb  inferior  oovria.  Ml  ibis  can  only  be  estab- 
liahad  bf  alaw;  andbyatawCoiwieaseaBmake. 
naitbaf  itaalf  noretiber  bnnabes  ibeno^acoarl.. 
BacaBBe  ibo  jadges  to  ba  appoinud  most  be  nam- 
iaaicd  by  the  Premdent,  if  of  the  Sapreme  Coott, 
and  appaiand  by  tbe  S^ate  t  if  of  an  inferior 

~^  may  beappoiated  by  the  Frasideoi,  by  the 

rts  of  law,  or  the  Heads  of  Deparimenis,  Con- 

m  admMlng  aUw  to  thai  effect.    When  ihas 

appaintea,  to  hold  their  o&ces  dat«ag  good  be. 

havioBt. 

The  second  seotioa  of  the  third  article  d^ies . 
lb*  jadiaial  poweC'  Teticd  in  thecoorla,  byik* 
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6nt  section  of  ibe  mudc  artlctc.  Tb«  jodiewl 
power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  eqnil;, 
aming  under  ihia  Coo stito lion,  the  Uwa  of  tbo 
United  Siates,  &c.  TIilb  Hodk  ehariTF,  Itnt  a 
citizen  has  been  gailtj'  of  committing  an  ofle&ce, 
for  which  he  oaght  to  be  poniibed.  Legal  guilt 
connsi*  in  an  act  eommitted  or  omitted,  in  rio- 
Utioo  of  a  public  law,  either  forbidding  or  com- 
manding it.  ETery  crime  is  «  breach  and  viela- 
lion  of  a  public  right  and  dulf,  for  which  the 
public  ha*  ihe  r«m^7 ;  and,  in  this  coaotff,  the 
people  are  the  proeecnior.  The  erimtna)  aet  done 
may,  >a  is  most  uioatif  fbe  cue,  have  been  an 
injnrr  loan  indiTidnal;  for  ttiii  he  has  ■cfvfl 
remed  V,  bat  the  injury  lo  the  pubtte  must  be  re- 
dreiaea  by  a  public  prosecQlion.  And  this  proae- 
tioa  is  a  l^al  iaquirjr  ioto  the  gnilt  oriniKMeiice 
of  the  aeenied,  and  is  only  end  properly  eogoi* 
zsble  by  the  jqdicial  power. 

This  view  demooBtrttes  that  it  ii  >  jndiciit 
power  that  is  sought  to  he  exereieed,  and  that 
there  is  no  express  grant  of  the  power  to  ibis 
Honle  in  the  Coastiiniion,  bat  exiweMly  to  Ihe 
courts.  Bui  the  genllemeD  from  SoDtfa  Carolina 
■nd  Virginia  (Messrs.  Lownnca  and  Tdckbb) 
say  it  is  to  be  had  by  a  liberal  eonstraction  of  the 
CoottitQlton.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  an  tiopre- 
cedented  liberality  of  constroetion  Ibat  is  demand- 
ed in  this  case. 

By  construe  I  ion,  ■  certain  power  is  desired  to 
be  giren  to  one  department  that  is  positiTely 
rested  in  another,  by  the  same  iniirameDi ;  and 
(be  power  is  sought  lo  be  exercised  by  a  depart- 
menl,  diametrically  repugnant  to,  and  incon- 
•ieceDt  with,  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Conatiin- 
tioD,  and,  I  conceive,  in  Tiolation  of  every  Milled 
laleof  eoDstrociioDi  The  plain  import  and  mean- 
ing of  the  wordv  and  parts  of  an  InsirDment,  taken 
together,  ie  the  legal  and  binding  elTeet  of  it. 
And  if,  by  BQ  inaRioeial  use  of  lermsor  senteneas, 
dJffiealty,  or  an  ambigoity  arltea  In  oonsimciion, 
a  resort  may  be  had  to  the  objects  intended  to  be 
obtained  by  the  parties  to  the  inslrnnient,  to  re- 
more  the  apparent  difficulty  or  ambiguity,  and 
thereby  so  to  consirne  it  as  lo  attain  the  pnrpoaea 
intended.  There  are  no  words  or  aenteDoea  (rf*  a 
donbtfulor  of  an  ambiguous  meaniltg  nsed  In  tbe 
ConslitBtion,  ia  the  eooslitating  and  granting  (he 
genanl  powers  of  Congress,  it  being  entirely  le- 
gislative ;  but,  ID  tbe  extent  it  may  legislate,  there 
may  be  room  for  donbt  and  cotulmctioD.  Tbe 
power  of  Iqielatlng,  in  a  limited  extent,  is  vested 
in  Congress,  and  thai  alone;  except  in  eeriain 
particular  cases,  which  are  in  the  express  terms 
granted,  bat  not  oeeetsary  here  lo  he  considered, 
not  in  anymsnnerafi^ting  Ibis  question,  only  a* 
showing  the  opinion  tbe  fnmera  of  the  Constitu- 
tion had  of  the  neceuiiy  that  exuted  of  specially 
giving  Ihe  power  to  the  legisbiive  department, 
of  acting  in  iustances  not  properly  and  dearly 
betongiog  to  locb  department. 

It  is  eooieoded  that,  inherently,  this  House  poe- 
seaacE  Ibe  power  to  punish  for  contempts  and 
breach  of  privilege — to  support  ibis  idea,  gentle- 
men have  resorted  to  Ibe  law  of  nature,  Ihe  law 
of  aeeaasiiy,  and  the  common  law,  ai  neognised 


by  eourtairf  justice  in  pnnistiii^coamnptt.  Baek 
of  those  consideniioBs  reqwite*  ezamiitatitm. 
That  man,  iu  a  stale  of  natnre.  baa  (be  right  to 
protect  hinuelf,  and  thst  it  is  bis dnifM  exercise 
that  right,  is uot  denied.  I(  isequally  cancel,  ibal 
man,  in  a  state  of  nature,  bas  (he  right  of  ebaatuiaff 
tucb  as  do  biro  an  injury,  and  to  rednas  bia 
wrongs  in  all  and  every  respect  in  his  powet; 
bat  how  jar  are  these  ptioeiples  rceogniaed  vm. 
civil  Bociely  ?  To  the  extent  ifaev  have  bcea 
adopted,  1  will  allow  gentlemen  to  have  ihe  nae 
of  tiiemj  but,  so  ftr  at  they  dednoa  afgnmeats 
from  nainral  law,  that  is  iaa^ieabk  (o  a  state 
of  civil  society,  1  demand  tbat  tbey  be  rejected. 
To  what  extent  is  the  law  of  self-proieeiiei)  rec- 
ognised far  oor  ronnieipal  lav  f  It  aaihorizoi  aa 
individnal  to  use  all  Deeetsary  foree  to  prevent 
and  protect  himself  0^  his  jwoperty  from  aetoal 
attempted  injory  -,  bat  if,  in  his  person,  reputatioD, 
or  property,  he  has  received  an  injvry,  he  is  not 
pennitted  to  redress  himself  by  force.  For  ihia, 
however  great  tbe  indignity,  however  gnat  (he 
injury  may  have  been  to  bis  feelinga,  property,  or 
person,  he  must  apply  tbroi^  ibe  law  to  the 
courts  of  jastieo  for  a  remnneration.  The  nam- 
ral  inherent  right  <^  redress,  is  sarteadeicd  by 
man  npon  enicnng  inio  eivil  aaeiB(y,  aad  the  so- 
ciety mgages  by  proper  lawa  to  •ecore  lo  the  in- 
jured party  a  laga^  remedy  for  individual  injuries 
and  reserve*  lo  itself  the  power  of  deelanng  aueh 
acts  criminal  as  policy  may  dietal^  for  the  peace 
nod  honor  of  society,  and  to  inflict  all  Mceaaary 
pains  and  penalties  to  iniure  the  enjoyment  of 
individnal  and  pnUic  rights.  The  law  secures  to 
every  member  of  aoeiety  ihc  posseasioa  aad  nan 
of  bis  properly  in  aoch  maaner  as  ^all  seent 
proper  lo  kimteir:  provided,  each  nse  is  not  iik- 
conaistcnt  with  ihe  righia  of  others }  therefore,  a 
peraod  rightly  in  the  poaaesaioa  of  a  hooa^  mar 
ezeloda  every  other  peraoa  U  his  plcasare,  and 
be  may  by  force  prevent  aay  om  from  eatetlag 
against  hu  will ;  and  in  case  the  proprietor  nay 
have  consented,  in  the  ordinary  oosrae  of  civility, 
to  admit  another  into  his  faonae,  be  has  the  right 
to  Older  him  to  depart,  and  upon  a  refosai  mmjr 
use  every  neecasary  fbree  to  remove  him  i  and  if 
the  treapasaer's  physiosl  force  ia  superior  to  ibftt 
of  the  propriclor'a,  he  may  call  to  baa  aid  his  sat- 
vaots  or  friand^  and,  by  tbeir  aastatanoe,  reuMva 
the  intrnder ;  aad,  in  tbna  dotng,  ibey  will  not  be 
answerable  to  the  pnaon  tcmoved  for  any  u^mrj 
be  may  have  saalained  in  the  reneotmier,  pro- 
vided thev  did  not  nse  nnneoeaaary  force ;  yet,  if 
the  inimder  bad  done  injury  to  iha  hoose,  or  to 
the  poaaeiaar,  be  may  hare  hu  aetioe  aad  recover 
tbe  damage  received,  in  the  dne  courae  of  law  ) 
bnl  be  coold  not  recompense  himself  by  taking 
property  from  Ibe  irespaeier,  nor  imprisen,  or  in 
any  other  manner  punish  him  for  the  indignity 
done  10  himself  or  to  the  peaoe  of  aoeiaty.  Tbe 
remedy  for  ihia  briongi  lo  that  society  of  which 
he  ia  a  member,  aad  to  which  he  bad  gave  np  the 
natural  and  inherent  right  to  redress  and  punish ; 
and  this  is  to  be  aeeom|dished  by  criminal  laws 
and  pfoseention*. 
Il  IS  a  right  secured  to  erary  nemher  of  aoaiety 
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that  h«  sball  ujoy  bia  posMMiooi  iiDititvmijMed, 
so  thkt  if  hii  mwioiiT  oDl-home,  n  j*id,  u  at- 
»ehcd  by  tbe  rode  kod  lairiea^  ia  ■  riotoaa  and 
boiawrans  nuniwr,  he  may  om  allDcceasaif  font 
to  remore  soeb  intarraption ;  aad  if,  to  pnTeni 
tbc  injary,  ii  beeomn  aeo««ary,  he  may  eaptnre 
tbe  wrong^doen  and  detail  tbeni  i»  euiody  nieb 
reasonabfe  lima  aa  it  may  rapira  to  deiirer  tbt 
ofieadaia  orer  to  the  eiTil  magistmta.  But  Ibe 
iDJarad  indivMoal  BaoDOt  try  aid  adjudge  the 


iDia 
men  I. 


indinf 


hs  may  defend  himaelf,  and,  if  eapaUe,  pr«T*oi 
the  impendinic  injury.  Tbit  ii  wbat  may  prop* 
etiy  be  danuniiiated  a  prcreniire  remedy ;  ooi- 
wittutandiag,  by  a  reaort  to  thw  remedy,  an  in- 
iory  may  not  hare  beea  fffitcted  lo  tbe  utent 
mtraded,  yei  for  tie  injury  reeclrcd  then  it  ■ 


legal  remedy,  and  for  the  malignity  done  to  ibe 

-'     -   '"    haatberwhtlopnaiali 

roaoy  injnriea  and  in- 


UiTB  of  socieiyilhe  public  ha* 
the  offenden.  There  are  ro«  ,  , 
dignities  which  one  man  may  oSir  to  anoibcr, 
and  the  one  ihni  auailed  faai  no  remtdy  olfaer 
Iban  »acb  aa  ihe  law  furnhbn— aa  if  one  man 
ibonld  offer  anelher  a  bribe,  or  indnoemeala  to 
commit  perjarv,  or  any  other  immoral  or  cTimi- 
oal  act.  The  law  dots  not  allow  the  injared  or 
inaulied  petaon  to  eaatigale  tbe  miaeratMacenl 
of  ihii  tnrpitndc,  nor  bu  be  any  remedy  at  law 
for  hi«  wounded  leali^  or  the  indignity  oflarad. 
Tbe  praTCBtira  remedy  u  the  noble  eseraiaa  ofhia 
moral  and  inielleeiiial  faeulltea  in  iodigoantly  r^ 
jeetisg  Ibe  ofier^  and  Ihis  ia  the  ufe  and  aubaiaa- 
lial  remedy  against  oormption  and  dcgradaiion. 
Policy  dictates  that  aaeh  practieaaBbonlabemada 
eriroiBal  by  law,  and  then  the  jraUis  will  have 
tbe  power  to panish^aDd by  ezampta and ooareion 
reaene  imtivklaals  from  aneh  jasiilts.  A  peraen'i 
TapntaiioD  may  be  injared  in  tbe  most  wanton 
and  inauUing  manner  in  bit  pieaenea  and  hear- 
ioB,  and  yet  M  baa  no  power  to  redreai  himaelf 
only  hf  aa  iwaal  lo  ihe  law- 
la  cane  a  member  of  aoeieiy  apprahends  and 
beliavn  that  eertain  indiTidtula  medlwa  and  in* 
tend  to  do  bim  a  paiaonal  injary,  the  law  doe* 
not  permit  him  lo  *e^  oal  *neh  nerei  enemy 
and  by  force  ditaUe  him  from  doing  the  intended 
iDJnry,  bat  he  mnst  apply  to  tbe  eif  il  magiatrat* 
for  Ibal  parpose.  Thaa  it  i*  demonnrahla  that 
the  law  of  M&proieetion  i*  not  Teeogaised  by  oar 
municipal  law  farther  than  lo  the  repdling  ia- 
ttaat  forea  by  iutaiM  repnlsioa  as  a  prereatiT*, 
not  a  punishing  or  a  remnneratiTe  power,  except 
ia  Ihe  reeaplion  of  property  ihat  ha*  bean  felo- 
nionaly  uken,  or  In  the  iaaiant  caption  of  felony 
and  notorioaa  oHender*,  for  the  purpoae  of  being 
delivered  np  to  the  eiru  loagiitrale. 

Hariny  so  far  aa  is  eoaneoted  with  this  qi 
tion  conudercd  the  rights  and  remedies  alio* 
(o  persons  in  eiiil  soeiely,  I  will  inqoire  what 
eharaour  and  place  this  House  (teehuioally) 
holds  in  ciTii  toeiety.  The  law  reeogniae*  two 
desetiptioDs  of  person* — natural  and  moral,  or 
■ttifieial.    Tbe  latter  in  legal  laagoage  are  called 

corporaiions,  and  are  described  to  b    

polilieal  onpaeity,  created  by  fatw. 


KIM  are  not  in  a  slaia  of  aataral  liberty,  bnt 
aobjeei  to  tbe  law;  their*  is  aciril  exitlenee; 
their  rights,  power*,  and  privilege*,  in  many  re- 
npeets,  are  the  Nme  as  hare  naiaral  persons,  aud 
n  BO  oaae  do  they  poaseM  iba  power  to  control 
ir  examine  the  cooduet  of  natural  penons  ia  a 
greater  degree  than  can  another  natural  peraoa, 
DBlesa  by  a  speoial  graat  made  by  law.    Corpo- 
rations are  pufalle  anapriTaie,  aggregate  and  sola— 
regate  where  composed  of  two  or  more  natn- 
.wrsoaa,  and  in  iu  orgaRiEatlon,  has  one  of  iia 
members  designated  as  its  head,  who  as  aneh  ia 
eflkient  acect  of  tbi*  moral  eilsiant.    Thia 
sinelodeaibeHoaseof Represeniaitres.  Thia 
corporation  it  creeled  by  the  GonstiiDtion,  and 
made  an  independent  branch  of  ibe  legisUlivo 
'inartmant  of  this  Ooreramaot. 

Thete  moral  peraonaget  cannot  commit  Crimea, 
cannot  be  nnnished,  cannot  be  bribed,  nor  cannot 
ba  seen  or  handled ;  these  membeta  may  ha  beaWi 
and  may  be  injured  like  other  nalnral  persoot, 
and  h«*e  in  their  iadiridnal  eapaeitiea  the  aane 
pbyaical  and  legal  remedies,  sod  none  other,  or 
greater,  nnlet*  eapreaslj^  granted  to  them ;  aaitoer 
has  tbe  eorporaiioo  in  iis  corporate  capacity  any 
eognteaoea  of  Iboae  nalnral  peraoa*  who  may 
hare  injured  bbt  of  its  member*,  nnlera  by  apeniM 
grant— inheremly  nor  incidentally,  eonsiraclirdr 
nor  by  implication,  can  sueh  a  power  be  obtained. 
It  it  an  ezcrciae  of  eoTeraign  power.  The  power 
ttanmed  ii  mlistaa live,  not  collateral,  and,  acooi^ 
ing  to  the  principle*  upra  which  GoTammaat 
au  legltimata  power  ia  said  to  ailat  in  tU*  eono* 
try,  cannot  be  had  bat  by  grant.  Any  act  dons 
to  a  member  of  a  corporation  that  amonau  lo  an 
Dfianee  or  crime,  or  a  breach  of  tbe  peaee,  i*,  in  a 
lual  point  of  tww,  an  iqinry  to  the  public,  far 
nrbich  the  remedy  it  a  public  proaeoatlon.  Tbe 
idea  that  ii  ia  also  an  offence  againat  tbe  corp»< 
ratisn,  for  which  it  can  punish  and  imprison  tba 
offender  at  dlacretion,  it  to  ma  nord,  and  fraught 
with  manjr  danfjan. 
If  tbe  mdividual  or  iha  eorporaUon  tnttaiaad 
IT  damwc,  they  have  their  legal  rem- 
edy^ ia'ibe  oearta  ufjiiatioe. 

To  what  ealent  thoaa  moral  peraoat  may  or 
can  own,  or  pomes*,  real  or  perioaal  propertv,  de- 
pend* entirely  upon  the  purpose*  for  which  tha 
ineorjMratioa  was  made.  Bnt,  It  may  be  nsiertatl 
aa  a  tact,  that  arary  public  aggregate  eorporatiwa 
mnat  neeasmrily  poaaem  an  houae,  and  thi*  bo»- 
session  give*  to  the  corporation  the  entira  ana  a^ 
solute  mmtrol  of  it  to  every  extent  that  a  natural 
peraoa  oonld  bavK  Bat,  says  tbe  gentleman  from 
Pennaylraaia,  (Ur.  Hopkiibok.)  thi*  it  aot  oat 
honae,  it  is  private  pnmrty,  we  cannot  ate  it  aa 
we  weald  our  own  eatue.  Thie  doetrina  It  can- 
tainly  ineorroet,  for  I  hold  it  a  clear  principle  la 
law,  that  a  peraoa  baring  tbe  pcsaenioa  and  tba 
right  to  poatasa  an  honae,  alifao^rfa  aot  the  pro- 

Kietor  in  fee,  that  be  may  exclude  all  pertoos 
HU  tnch  hooae,  or  lach  part  thereof,  as  hit 


pleaanre  may  deem  neceaaaryand  convenient. 

Aad  thia  Houte  bat  recognised,  and  it  now 
daily  in  the  exercise  of  such  power,  in  obadiencn 
to  the  12th  mle,  which  providea  "  that  no  peiaoi^ 
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eiM|>t  mwUtsra  of  th«  8«aate,"  Ao^  sbaU  b«  ad- 
mttted  vithin  tht  Hall  of  ih«  Hoom  of  B^ra- 
saDUlivM ;  and  bf  ibe  lllh  rale,  tku  Hduh  hat 
dtelarad,  that  in  e«fe  of  anr  diataTbaoee  oi  dit- 
OfdatJf  eoDduci  ia  tha  gall«ri«i  or  lobbrt  the 
Speaker  shall  hav*  power  to  ordei  tlu  aana 
cleai«d )  aitd  frcqaaau;  Jiai  thu  Hodh  ezenued 
tba  light  of  cloiiag  ihe  dows  and  exelndio^  all 
witkwt  diiltBction.  Thu^  I  apprehend,  it  u  an 
aehnovledged  ptineiplB,  tut  aatufal  aad  aitili- 
cial  pataana  bare  the  right,  at  thdi  plaaanie,  to 
excliuivelT  pOMCM  their  domieil,  and  mar  V^ 
naenaary  meaai  to  renAva  oi  ezelnde  othtia 
tbarefrom.  Thii  HoQie,  tbecefore,  baTing  Ihia 
right  and  power,  it  ii  lufflcieot  for  all  neeaaaarr 
aaA  Dieful  purposes.  It  has  bean  fonnd  adeqnate 
to  the  protection  of  iadividaala,  aided  by  law  and 
theordinaif  adaaiaiatMiioaof  ioiiioei  aad  can  ii 
with  pioprietr  be  ntid,  thai  lot  the  parpoM*  of 
notaeting  tbia  House,  the  faroiile  of  the  nation, 
non  iBeoll  and  diiiurbaiieej  it  u  necaasarf  that 
it  ehoald  ba  endowad  wilb  increased  and  extia- 
ordinary  powers  1  I  tnoit  coDAdeatly  hope  noL 
Tha  aauual  and  rabaiantial  jmitectiDS  power  for 
this  Hotua  ia  to  be  fowid  in  the  paUie  opinion, 
tha  affeetiea  and  respeel  of  the  people,  and  in  the 
■SD*e  and  jadgment  of  all  good  citizeiH,  which 
will  at  all  times  surtoand,  aireDgtbeti,  and  pro-  j 
leet  it  (if  we  faithfally  pwtne  the  ol^ta  for 
whiah  it  was  iiMkaied)  more  eflectaally  than  an 
boat  of  armed  wacriors,  or  than  the  faaeied  magic 
charms  of  tDbewM  powers.  I  know  tbat  at  times 
pactial  iatomptioos  aad  disiitrbances  may  oecur 
in  tba  galleriaa  from  ioatttiklioa,  accident  and 
paihaps  front  iDabriation ;  hat,  opoa  a  demaad 
irom  ibe  pntiding  oSkct  of  this  Haas^  is  not 
orier  inataotljr  rostored,  and  upon  a  oommeod 
that  a  radfl  and  impartiaoit  iadtridaal  be  re- 
morad,.  and  tbeiebf  the  attention  itf  an  ininlted 
pablio  dmwn  vpoa  him,  is  he  itot  diaanued  and 
readarcd  bacmless  t  docs  not  jonioffionremore 
htm  without  difficollv  1  ExpahaMO  isaaluow- 
ledmdlobe  the  best  inamielor.  Theaxparieaoe 
of  uirtf  yean  has  jaslly  aMaWiabad  tJMnet,  tbat 
the  power  and  right  to.iemoreandexelade  ftona 
this  Honso  haa  fiirnisbad  lo  it  an  ampte  and  cS- 
cieni  iHoloatioB  against  iianill  and  dtstarbanea 
daring  ila  seaiione.  I  (berifoT«  hope,  sir,  we  may 
nal,  by  the  faadnating  and  daceitfiil  charms  of 
power,  be  aiimntatad  and  emboldaaed  to  make  a 
aaerilecious  attack  Dpon  the  piva  and  free  prin- 
plan ototir  admired  palUiaal  inMitutioM. 

Qcatlemea  baae  iiinnphantly  said,  that  in  eon- 
cediiig  the  righl  and  powat  to  reoaove,  the  eoB' 
tea  is  giren  op.  h  is  a  commoit  saving,  ibat  n 
man  in  straightened  cirattmatanoes  will  caicb  at 
sbadawa ;  aM  ibat  a  man  in  the  parsnit  of  an  ol>- 
jeoi  is  blind  ud  deaf  to  CTcryihiag  that  is  op- 
posed to  bia  wiabcs;  and  I  cannot  bat  belieTe 
that  the  ainmtnts  and  prelensions  of  those  on 
the  other  side  of  this  qQestian  are  a  most  coocId' 
siva  i«oo£  of  the  rerity  of  the  maxims.  The 
coarse  of  the  aignmcnt  it,  that  by  conceding  the 
power  to  remove  from  a  particular  place,  it  is  a 
cotMemion  of  the  power  to  armt  in  any  place, 
and  to  bringinto  the  place  from  whence  you  hnTa 


the  power  to  ramore;  tbu  by  ctmeediag  the 
powar  to  sapptesa  diatarbanees  in  one  plaee.  il  ia 
a  eoneaaaion  of  the  powat  todoiitaererrplaM] 
and  tba^  bv  coacadiu  the  power  to  reaeva  Iran 
one  pia<^  Mcauao  of  a  distia<Mtnca,it  i 
cession  of  a  power  to  bear  and  detaniiae 


Baa  Bvd'impriaBn  at  discratinn.  7%a  &Uaey  of 
this  coaiaa«f  argnmnt  is  aaJf-aaid«M,  and  the 
dednatioDs  an  afipamaily  prepostannf  and  ia- 
ConolaaiTC. 

Btit  gcDtlMWB  fnrihet  eontcnd  that  thia  right 
and  powat  is  not  snffieient  for  the  proteeiian  (f 
thieHo«se,aitd  tharrfbta,  ficm  necasaiw,  itmnt 
bare  a  greater  and  farther  powar  c  say  umj,  year 
bffiocr  may,  by  superior  fotee,  be  tumbled  frea 
yoni  galleries ;  that  ^wi  may  be  foread  from  thti 
moat  houMahle  seat  tn  a  most  diiyraeefDl  maa- 
aar.and  iIm  naemban,  one  by  one,  J«d  by  tht 
nose,  and  burkd  into  the  street  i  your  tathorin 
trampled  down,  and  one  phvsioal  powen  inaaS- 
cient  to  withataad  ec  reoel  the  insolent  Ktteek. 
It  is  then  inqntred,  with  modi  concern  and  re- 
hentnee,  are>we  to  iiAmit  aad  calmly  abide  tht 
indignity  ?  Will  wa  not  avenge  tha  wrong  asd 
diagraoe  1  Will  not  submfsstou  be  soah  a  coam 
of  coudnet  as  most  eridsaee  a  want  of  res)»eei  n 
oarselce^  aad  a  soandaloas  aurrander  of  faoaor 
"     '    oi*  tbe  BUppm 

.  Slates,  ta  the  heads  o 

a  any  hoaast,  boaoiable  j»- 


partHMnta,  or  sTsn 

■  —    nd 

've  before  acicinfCed  te  sbow  in 
■■gameat,  the  appeal  for  redtCM  mast  be  to  the 
law  and  the  regalar  coastiiniad  aatbaritiee,  ai 
the  oniiaary  remedy;  tbat  being  found  insuffi- 
cient, to  iturt  to  the  law  of  Datare,  and  apply 
force  against  foroe,  and  the  strength  ot  parties 
must  be  the  arbiter,  as  the  exoaordinary  remedy. 
If  necessity  it  to  fuFoiih  the  rale  for  this  HotM, 
equally  to  will  it  giro  the  power  to  the  Preardeai 
and  the  eaeemf  departments  to  paeisfa  for  cor- 
leiu]}!)  and  breach  of  pririlegM ;  for,  to  far  as 
digaiiyor  iodigaity  are  eoncareedf  it  will  apply 
to  the  menabars  oS  erery  eo^ordioale  departmetit 
of  (ba  davettiSMai.  Aad  an  geatlemea  willing 
lo  ezleod  to  those  the  dtKretiOBaffand  Qaliioit- 
ed' power  BoogJu  for  theeaaelres')  They,  ia  their 
tnia,  might  be  made  to  faelthe  banefol  effects  ^ 
saeh  doctrines.  But,  nt,  the  sqtpoted  ieeideots 
from  which  they  hare  dtdueed  the  necessiiy  apon 
Which  tbey  predieata  tba  right  to  exeraise  the 
power,  are  itapiobable,  not  to  be  expected,  and 
rasi  only  on  the  esirame  of  cobjeotnre,  and  are 
not,  theTefore,  a  pi^er  basis  upon  which  to  found 
a  fair  arsameat,  or  from  which  to  dedace  usefbt, 
safe,  and  praetieableprineiples.  Theiopposjtioa 
plaeee  the  oomtry  ia  a  ataia  of  insarreciioii,  sad 
the  iBsufgefiU  at  possessing  the  phytiesi  force. 
Tba  ease  pnt  ts  not  an  ordinary  bat  an  exinor- 
dinary  oae,  and  must  hare  an  eztraordlDtry 
remedy.  1  mast  coDfeas  there  is  an  sptitode 
In  the  luppoaed  case  aad  the  power  sought  to 
be  exerdaed  by  thia  Honse,  which  may  wiib 
aptDcas  ba  teamed  the  suppaaable  aad  tMraorA- 
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nary  power*  of  the  Hooie  of  R«pTeNiitatiT«; 
uid  Ibe  cu«  tnd  tight,  u  mpicts  thii  Home, 
hkve  DO  better  fonngatioD  Uisd  illnsorf  eoDJec- 
lure  and  snppoailioa.  Bat  wfait  is  tbe  antidote 
propoaed  foT  this  suppoaed  eril  1  Qentleroen  s«/, 
oil  will  be  well  ii  it  is  but  admitted  that  tbe 
House  has  ibe  power  to  punish  for  a  contempt 
and  breach  of  priTil^.  How  is  tbia  woader- 
workiaB;  admiuion  to  aeeomplith  m  mnch  1 

TheSpeaker  and  membeM,  wandering  in  the 
commons,  are  to  israe  a  wamtnt  and  delirer  it  to 
tbe  Scrcnnt-at-Arm^  and  Ibna  armed  he  is  to 
arreat  the  mob^  redaee  eonfasion  to  order,  and  re- 
eondoct  the  honorable  Speaker  and  Repreaenta- 
tires  into  the  halt.  Thna  at  one  time  your  officer 
is  aappoaed  to  be  as  powerleaa  and  inefficient  ai 
thin  TapoT,  ai  another  a  bein^  irreaiaiible,  and  in 
his  coarae  beating  down  the  lofurialed  mnliitude 
without  huard  or  tronble.  This  Hooae  nor 
Coogrets  itself  eannot  command  the  tarrices  not 
control  the  aetiona  of  a  man  beyond  the  walb  of 
its  habitation,  ejcept  in  partienar  eases  mention- 
ed in  Uie  Conatitaiioo,  only  by  laws  enaetedj 
and  atich  eommaitds  are  to  be  carried  into  efieel 
by  ibe  other  department  of  tbe  Qorernisent. 

CongiM*  baa  eze1asi?dy  legidatire  power, 
and  may  in  its  djietction  enact  laws  forbidding 
daogeroaa  and  Tieioos  practices;  and  to  the  sx- 
tCDt  that  acts  are  maae  nnlawfnl  are  citizeni 
punishable  for  transgrenion ;  hnt  Congress  can- 
not, by  legislation,  give  to  itself  eognizance  of 
criminals  or  Crimea,  so  aa  to  be  thair  trien.  It 
iacontended  thai  this  Hoase  as  a  body  corpotate 
have  certain  priril^ea,  for  the  intractioa  of 
which  the  iofraetor  ia  liable  to  punishment.  We 
requite  that  those  privilegea  may  be  defined  and 

madeknonnby-' ^ -<----(  —  > ^  -- 

alties  inenrted 


t  those  privilegea  may  be  defined  and 
nbyalaw,and  that  the  pafn*  and  pen- 
ned by  a  breach  of  them  should  be 


fixed  and  caiablished.  To  Uiia  it  ia  objected,  that 
it  would  be  a  labor  of  danger  and  difficulty,  that 
it  would  require  Tolomes  oFlaws  to  do  it;  that  the 


■uch  a  law,  and  that  it  wonld  tw  anbmitting  the 
extent,  and  the  muncT  of  secoting  onr  privileges 
to  the  coatrol,  judgmtai,  end  discretion  of  others, 
and  therefore  we  should  net  be  independent.  To 
what  extra ragaoees,  inconsistencies,  and  dis- 
trniti  will  not  boaorable  men  reaort  in  argument 
to  support  a  favorite  opinion  1  The  ciltzea  mast 
be  left  to  learn  theUwby  which  he  istobebonnd, 
asd  by  which  be  is  ta  be  pvnished,  from  isiuitiTe 
perception  ot  dinnalioD,  and  a  system  of  law,  ao 
Tolanriaons  and  intricate,  as  in  Itself  to  ftarnish 
anexcDse  to  the  legialatfure  for  the  non-eonpila- 
lion  and  non-eiMctmm,and  yet  iasistcd  upon  aa 
being  Tiltlly  itoponaot  to  ihe  dueaadandutntb- 
ed'  performance  of  legislation.  The  President 
and  Senate  are  not  to  be  Irnsied  in  Ibis  exareiae 
of  their  legitimate  powers  in  farming  laws,  nor 
tbe  conrts  in  administering  them,  in  refercuce  to 
the  nodefined  and  undefinable  privileges  of  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives.  Tli«  House  of  Rep- 
TneniatireB  are  to  be  the  sole  legistaten^  and  the 
only  expositors  of  this  erimitiBl  code.    I  am  eon- 


strained  to  believe  that  inch  aatsteof  ihinga,aad 
the  existence  of  and  exercise  of  nneh  powers  is 
entirely  repognaot   to  American  political  and 
juridical  propriety. 
It  has  been  objected  that  CoDf;ress  has  not  the 

rwer  to  legislate  upon  this  subject.  To  which 
answer  bv  referring  to  the  last  clause  of  the 
eighth  artiele  of  tbe  first  section  of  the  Oonstilu- 
tion,  whieh  reads  tbns:  "Tomakeall  laws  which 
'  ahall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
'  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  Tested  by  this 
'  Gooatitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
'  Slates,  or  in  any  department  or  ofice  thereof." 
Can  any  one  be  ao  aceptltal  as  to  say  Congress 
may  not  pass  laws,  making  it  penal  to  oner  a 
member  of  this  House  a  briM,  to  anault  ot  beat 
amembeiwhile  atteadiagat  iheeeat  of  Qovein' 
meni,  or  unlawfully  to  imprisoa  him,  or  to  inter- 
mpt  this  House  while  in  session,  ot  the  membets 
in  going  to  or  ftom  the  House  1  And  will  sot 
all  concur  in  saving  that  it  is  the  dutr  of  Con- 
gresB  so  to  legislate,  if  nude  neeesaary  by  the  dis- 
solute maoncr*  and  moral*  of  the  peopled  And 
will  not  all  agree  that  ample  and  fait  power  is 

Even  by  the  Conatitution  to  ^ 
tive  provisions,  to  protect  it 
intermptioD,  and  its  members  free,  putc^  and  un- 
corruptedl  And,  also,  will  not  aueh  a  eouriKbe 
in  aocordaoce  wiib,  and  conformable  to,  die  gen- 
ernlly  admitted  ptinoiple*  of  our  Constitn lion,  and 
more  eongenial  to  our  acoepted  opinion*  of  legal 
cetlaimy  and  civil  liberty  1  But  we  have  bmi 
'    told  by  the  gentleman  from  Uasaacha- 


gravely  tol 


Mita,(Mr.Houua,)  that  ft  is  beneath  the  dignity 
of  the  rcprcaentatives  of  ^ht  million*  of  people 
to  applv  to  the  petty  coartalbr  the  administration 
of  jnsUee,  or  for  tbe  redress  of  wrongs.  How- 
ever such  auggestions  may  awaken  oar  ^ideand 
ambition,  I  eannot  cooeeive  that  they  will  or  can 
assist  OUT  jndgmenl.  Neither  can  I  eonsent  to 
bslieve  that  it  is  decorous  or  propet  for  the  le^a- 
lative  department  of  tbe  Government  to  cherish 
expveasions  or  examples  that  may  have  an  effect 
to  weaken  the  conndenee  of  the  public  in  the 
other  coordinate  departments.  The  priaaiple 
suggested,  also,  is  grOMly  incorrect  and  faUacions, 
and  can  oal^  find  a  lodgment  in  the  mind  of  each 
as  are  bewildered  in  the  chase  after  exclusive 

Erivileges  and  fanciful  dignities,  the  welcome 
intliDga  of  arisioGtaciet  and  monarchies.  But, 
by  the  way  of  giving  stteiqitb  to  the  airong,  we 
are  reminded  that  the  members  of  this  House 
are  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  pevpie, 
aod  a*  sack  are  we  to  be  insulted,  and  turned  ova 
to  the  couru  of  justice  fbr  redressl  The  dis- 
tiaetion  intimated  by  concealed  implications  is, 
tbat  the  judicial  power  is  not  connected  with  the 

Eieeple  by  a  relation  so  sif  ong  as  that  of  the  l«is- 
itive  power.  Bm,  io  the  language  of  the  Hon. 
Judge  Wilson,  it  is  high  time  that  we  should 
chastise  our  prejudices,  and  that  we  ahoatd  look 
opon  tbe  diSerent  parts  of  the  Oovernment  with 
a  jnst  aod  impartial  eye.  The  executive  and 
judicial  power*  are  now  drawn  from  Ibe  same 
souree,  are  now  animated  by  the  same  principles, 
a&d  are  now  directed  to  the  same  ends  with  the 
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tcgtslatiTe  BBtboritr.  Tbef  who  eieaaie,  aad 
tber  who  admioiitertba  laws,  are  a«  niucb  ibe 
aerTanU,  and  therefore  ai  much  ihe  frjeods  of  the 
people,  as  ibtj  who  make  them,  The  character, 
and  iolerett,  and  g\otj  of  ih«  two  former  are  as 
iatimately  and  as  oecexMrilf  connected  with  the 
bappiDEH  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  a*  the 
ebaracler,  and  ioiereii,  aad  glorfoi  the  latter  are. 
Betide*,  (be  eieeatioa  of  the  law,  and  the  ad- 
miDiftniioa  of  joiliee' under  the  law,  bring  it 
home  10  ibe  fortnaei,  and  farms,  and  houses,  lad 
buined  of  the  people.  Ought  the  executive  or 
the  judicial  mngitlrniea,  then,  to  be  coosidered  ■■ 
foreigners  1  Otighl  they  to  be  treated  with  a 
chiUing  indifftreneel 

It  is  utullr  fuppoied  that  the  represent* t ire  is 
DM  greater  than  thtwe  be  represents ;  bni  here  it 
i*  contended  that,  beyond  the  powers  we  possess 
aa  mere  lexislalors,  we  are  in  a  degree  ennoUad, 
and  are  encircled  bj  a  system  of  jurisprudence 
aa  men,  not  applicable  to  the  members  of  society 
generalljr,  and  that  it  wobIJ  be  uodignified  in  us 
to  submit  oni  lights  and  wrongs  to  the  ordtuary 
mks  and  couita  of  jmtice.  The  adoDiioa  of  anch 
ideas  and  opinions  are  not  required  by  necessity, 
nor  authorized  by  propriety  or  legal  fitness. 

The  cenileman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Hof- 
KiMaoH)  has  attempted  toshow  by  argument  that 
tbis  House  most  neeesarily  have  and  exercise 
the  power  of  summarily  punishing,  or  proceeding 
for  contempts,  to  secure  to  Ibe  nation  the  serviees 
of  the  members,  and  to  the  members  the  freedom 
of  speech  in  debate.  He  inquires,  if  a  member 
Is  arrested  dnring  bis  attendance  on  the  Huuse, 
bow  shall  he  be  discharged?  Where  shall  be 
seek  bis  remedy  and  protection,  if  not  here?  I 
anawer,  not  here,  but  (o  the  judicial  department 
moat  the  appeal  be  made ;  to  that  source  to  whkh 
every  ciiixen  must  resort  for  redress  and  legal 
proteeiioo,  unlets,  by  some  exprew  exemption,  an 
cspeciahand  extraordinarr  remedy  has  beett  es- 
tabluhed  and  provided.  Bxemptions  fiom  the 
operation  of  general  laws  are  not,  nor  ought  they 
to  be,  encouraged  in  any  free  government,  and 
emphatically  so  in  this  country.  They  are  dan- 
gerous, invidious,  and  perplexiog.  The  Consti- 
tntion  has  given  a  right;  if  that  tight  Js  violated 
the  same  instrumeDl  has  provided  the  remedy, 
and  the  manner  and  place  where  it  is  to  be  en- 
forced i  the  second  section  of  the  third  article, 
"  Tba  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in 
law  and  eqiiity  arising  under  this  Constitution," 

This  CoDstitational  remedy,  say  gentlemen, 
voald  occHJon  yreat  delay — the  delay  misbl  pro- 
duce enormous  injury  and  great  pcrKmaF  incon- 
venience; therefore,  say  ibey,  we  conceive  it  to 
be  inexpedient  to  be  bound  by  it,  but  deem  it  ex- 
pedient and  necessary  to  adopt  another  remedj' 
mote  summary  and  efiicienl,  and  less  inconveni- 
ent to  ourselves.  I  must  proiesC  against  the  idea 
that  this  House  are  to  be  goveroed  in  giving  a 
construction  lo  the  Constitution,  or  in  ihe  exer- 
cise of  a  power,  by  what  we  may  consider  to  be 
expedient  and  convenient.  This  being  wise,  in 
tbia  pantcolar,  above  what  is  written,  is  danger' 


oQsand  heteroclitical.  If  a  member  is  arrested, 
the  question  arises,  it  the  arrest  l^ml  or  lUe^  f 
This  is  a  strict  question  of  law,  aorf  can  only, 
consiiintionally,  be  decided  by  the  jodieial  power. 
The  Consiiiation  recognises  the  right  to  arrest  a 
member  under  certain  circumstances.  Snppoae 
a  member  be  arrested  on  a  charge  of  ircaMn,  or 
for  any  breach  of  the  peace,  by  virtue  oC  a  wat- 
TBDt  issneil  on  an  indictment,  this  Hoaae  tboald 
send  their  warrant,  and  arrest  the  officer  for  the 
contempt  and  breach  of  privilege,  the  offieet 
should  plead,  by  way  of  an  excoae,  his  wanaBi 
issued  by  competent  anibority,  woold  not  thit 
present  an  issne  either  of  law  or  facta  (si  the 
pleadings  migbt  be)  to  be  ttiedl  Properly  and 
cons  titmi  an  ally,  would  this  House  be  *  court  to 
decide  the  conlroveisyl 
Suppose  a  member  to  be  arrested  apon  ■ 
,  .  .    _!.■  1.  __.:    .        ■..._..  Yoaoe 

i  issued,  woiiJd  i , 
cation  to  the  officer  1 


If  the  warrant  wa*  IqpUy  issued,  woiiJd  it  not, ' 


And  could  this  House  ioqaiie  into  the  innoeeDce 
or  guilt  of  the  member,  and,  upon  the  ftrat  being 
established,  dischai^  him  from  the  eostody  (? 
the  law }  or,  upon  fau  guilt  being  proved,  bindltiB 
in  bonds  to  appear  for  forthn  trial;  or  to  pun- 
ish him  for  the  offence  in  a  criminal  point  ot 
view;  or,  for  failure  of  giving  aeeeptanle  hail, 
commit  him  for  trial  ?  If  I  am  aoivered  in  the 
affirmative,  it  would  be  in  effect  giving  to  thii 
House  jurisdiction  of  the  criminal  acts  of  iu 
members,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  eMaUished 
eoorta  of  criminal  jnrisdiction,  and  would  also 
be  an  interruption  of,  and  an  innovation  upon, 
(he  ordinary  and  known  criminal  jurisprudence 
of  the  country ;  and,  1  fear,  in  limes  of  difficulty, 
might  be  a  dangerous  engine  in  the  hands  of  the 
majority,  as  respects  the  minority  aad  civil  ma- 
gistracy. Theofficer  returns  the  proeesa,  "I  have 
taken  the  defendant,  hut  be  has  been  discharged 
from  custody  by  the  order  of  the  House  of  R^ 
reseataiives."  Tbe  officer  i>  proceeded  ^aioal 
by  tbe  legal  authority  for  neeieet  of  doty,  t  do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  the  gaaileBBo  would  bltiab 
to  plead  such  discharge  as  a  legs'  excuse.  And, 
sir,  if  it  would  be  a  legal  exctise,  it  most  be  be- 
cause this  House  is  a  coon  of  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion. Are  gentlemen  ready  to  make  soch  an 
avowal  1 

Sir,  it  would  be  tba  duty  of  such  officer  to  ex- 
ecute the  proGcst,  and,  when  served,  lo  bold  the 
member  in  bis  castody,  and  tetutn  kim  aecotdiitg 
to  the  mandate  of  the  warrant,  unless  otherwise 
directed  by  some  legally  cooatituted  judicial  ao- 
thority.  And  in  ease  your  Sergaant,  with  hit 
wanant,  backed  by  every  member  of  this  Hoate, 
were  to  interpose,  with  force,  to  rescue  tbe  pris- 
oner at  his  peril,  ibe  civil  officer  must  detain  saeh 
member  in  bis  custody,  and  lo  that  end  he  migfa( 
command  (be  power  of  the  county,  and  such  op- 
posers  wonid  be  liable  to  punishment,  upon  as 
indictment.  Were  this  bonorable  House  lo  issue 
its  mandate,  wariant,  or  other  process  directed  to 
the  Sopreme  Court  of  the  United  Suies,  or  any 
other  independent  court  in  this  country,  direetiif 
them  (0  slay  all  further  proceedings  against  a 
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member  of  ihi*  bedf,  or  lo  discbai^  him  from 
tha  eBstody  of  ibe  law  for  aay  cauM  whatcoeTer, 
or  to  aTTeit  aof  offioer  of  the  Mid  court,  for  ibe 
l^al  EnentioD  of  K117  proccaa  to  lach  officer  di- 
rected, I  irasi  but  little  respect  would  be  given 
to  Bueh  mandate  or  proeess.  Aod  if  ibe  officer 
of  ihji  Hovse  ifaoold  pertiDacioUBlr  iD«>i' upon 
execollng  such  roiDdaie  or  process,  he  would  im- 
xnediaiely  be  found  witbio  the  four  walls  of  a 
prison  as  an  offender  againat  the  peace  and  dig- 
niir  of  the  iDcietf,  for  tDterrnptiDg  the  due  ad- 
ministraiion  of  jusiiee.* 

Again,  sajr  seDtletneD,  if  we  are  bound  down 
to  tke  letter  oriheCooBtiiuiioa.and  iDBy  assume 
no  powers  not  there  expressly  giren,  what  will 
you  do  if  a  member  shall  be  questioned,  and  mdeljr 

Stiniioiied,  and  raeaaced  with  personal  injury 
)r  bl*  speech  made  in  debate?  I  am  bold  to 
answer,  that  we  can  do  nolhing,  loerely  as  the 
House  of  Represen  la  lives,  if  it  be  done  beyond 
the  limits  of  oar  tenemeiit.  If  the  member  is 
fearful  of  personal  injury,  the  law  has  furnished 
bin)  the  preTCDtiTe  remedy  of  binding  oret  the 
aggressor  to  keep  the  peace.  And  all  that  n  se- 
cured to  a  meODet  by  these  words  In  the  Con- 
BiituUon,  ''and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  aiiher 
Hooie,  tbey  shall  not  be  qaeationed  in  any  othet 
place,"  IB,  that  if  an  action  shall  be  commcnoed 
tor  words  used  in  debate,  be  mayplead  thai  mat- 
ter, and  it  shall  be  a  full  defence,  be  (be  words 
•rei  so  slanderoDs,  false,  or  malicious.  But,  we 
are.  told,  if  this  Houk,  *a  a  body  corporate,  have 
QD  remedy,  the  boailed  privilege  is  an  idle  mock- 
err.  No  rights  or  privileges  are  esteemed  vaiu- 
able,  by  these  men  of  power,  or  of  any  impOT' 
taoee,  if  held  only  by  the  ordinary  Ic^l  tenure. 
Nothing  will  satisfy  then  sboil  of  privileges,  the 

*  In  lbs  reign  of  Qaeen  Anne,  in  tTD4,aeTeTalfrea- 
men,  of  the  boraagh  of  Ajleabaiy,  had  been  rsAsad 
the  libsHj  of  voliaB  at  an  alectioD  bt  a  msBbai  of 
Fariianent,  IhoMgh  they  proved  IhHr  qnaSfleatioiiB  as 
mtob ;  the  bw  in  tUa  case  impMss  a  fins  of^lOO  for 
oven  aaeh  ofie»ee>  On  this  prineipl*  thsy  applied  to 
Iiord  Chief  Justice  Holt,  iriio  desired  the  officer  to  ba 
•mated.  The  Hoase  of  ConuBansi  alanaad  at  this 
atep,  nade  an  order  «/  their  House,  to  make  it  penal 
for  aiiher  judge,  eoonael,  or  attornej,  to  Msiit  at  the 
triaL  However,  (he  Lord  Chief  Jusliee,  and  sersrsl 
lawyers,  wars  hardy  enough  to  oppose  this  order,  and 
brought  it  on  in  tho  King's  bench.  The  Hoosa,  bigUy 
irritated  st  thg  contempt  of  their  order,  sent  a  *er- 
geanl-at.«n)u  for  ths  jiidge  to  appear  before  them ; 
but  that  reaohite  defender  of  the  laws,  bade  hiin,  with 
a  voice  of  sathovi^,  begone ;  on  which  Ifaey  tent  a 
■acond  message,  hy  their  Speaher,  attended  by  as 
many  members  aa  esponsed  the  measure.  After  the 
Spe^er  had  delivered  his  massage,  hi*  lordship  reptisd 
to  him  in  Ihsse  ramarkaUa  words  :  "  Go  'bndk.  to  your 
GhaJT,  Mr,  Spsakar,  within  thsse  five  "in? try,  or  yon 
may  depend  on  it  1  will  send  yon  to  Newgale ;  yon 
apMk  of  yooT  aulhotily,  bnt  1  ttil  yon  I  ait  here  aa  an 
interpreter  of  the  laws,  and  a  dMriboler  of  juatiee, 
and,  were  the  whole  Uouh  of  Oummans  in  fonr 
belly,  I  will  DQt  stir  one  foot."  The  Spaakel  wss 
pndenl  enough  to  rstnm,  and  the  Rouse  were  equally 
TOBdant  to  let  the  afiair  dinp. 


extent  and  manner  of  using  them,  to  be  dictated 
by  their  owa  unlimited  discrelion.  The  teoate 
by  which  the  citizen  holds  bia  life,  liberty,  repfa- 
tatioQ,  aodproperty,  is  too  unceilain,  unsafe,  and 
imbecile.  We  arc,  by  arguments  and  feaifol  sug- 
gestions, urged  10  believe  that  our  privileges  ate 
rights  so  essential  and  so  delicate,  that  if  they  are 
not  sustained  and  cherished  by  something  mote 
potent  and  more  congenial  than  the  ordinary  ei- 
tabliihed  laws  of  the  country,  they  will  languish 
and  die,  and  wiib  them,  in  one  promiscuous  rain, 
will  be  lost  Ihe  nation's  last  best  hope. 

If  the  doctrine  contended  for  be  correct,  that 
ibe  House  of  BepTeseataiives  have  the  power,  at 
their  discretion,  to  imprison  a  citizen  for  wnat 
tbey  may  suppose  to  he  a  rude  questioning  of  a 
member,  for  what  he  has  said  in  debate,  permit 
me  to  ask  where  would  be  the  liberty  of  speeob 
to  the  citizen,  where  would  be  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  and  where  would  he  the  liberty  of  inTCSti' 
gation  1  It  must  be  answered,  in  the  close  cu>-.' 
tody  and  keeping  of  this  House.  Is  such  the 
much-laved  and  boasted  theory  of  our  free  inati- 
luiions  1  I  rejoice  ibat  it  is  otherwise,  and  that 
iis  features  are  more  iDviiin^  and  its  form  more 
tubsiautial.  The  citizen  will  question,  and  it  is 
his  duty  to  question,  what  we  do  here,  what  we 
say  bete,  and  how  we,  iu  all  respects,  employ  otit 
time  and  talents  here ;  be  will  question  our  judg- 
ments, our  honesty,  our  integrity,  and  our  capa- 
cities m  every  particular;  and  from  tbia  quea- 
tioning,  before  out  term  of  service  may  have  ex- 
pired,many  of  uamay  be  compelled,  much  against 
our  will,  at  an  after  period,  to  return  to  Ihe  walks 
of  private  life  ;  and,  may  1  not  add,  that  to  (he 
exercise  of  tbn  sovereign  right,  we  all  look  witb 
holy  Eaal,  and  with  a  steadfast  confidence,  as  the 
anenorof  our  political  libetiy  and  happiness? 
But  if  the  citizen,  iii  ihns  questioning  the  condact 
and  eharader  of  a  Representative,  does  mali- 
cioDsly  and  falsely  defame  his  reputaiioo,  the 
Representative,  as  a  man,  has  a  legal  remedy,  by 
an  action  at  law,  to  be  proiecnted  in  the  courts 
of  jndicatnre,  not  in  this  House.  Such  are  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  cqael  rights  of  the  citizeB. 
whetber  in  or  out  of  omee,  in  out  Government  o[ 
laws,  and  sueb  is  what  I  believe  lo  he  civil  and 
legallibeiiy. 

This  course  of  ailment,  we  are  informed  by 
several  gentlemen,  will  be  making  the  legislattre 
depattmeai  subordinate  lo,  and  dependent  upMi, 
the  judiciary.  In  thisviewof  our  argument^as 
ooonecied  with  the  eonttoTetsy  and  the  structure 
of  oor  Qovtmment.  ibcy  are  in  a  ndical  error  t 
and  from  this  iaaeeuraey  00  their  part,  has  come 
a  mnliiiude  of  untenable  posiiiunsand  argumaats. 
Their  premises  being  unsonnd.  their  dednetiimB 
of  course  must  be  incorreei.  Their  first  princi- 
ple seems  to  be,  that  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tivei  are  an  independent  body,  composing  an  en- 
tire whole,  when,  in  fact,  it  is  btii  a  part  of  a 
general  system,  consisting  of  limited,  indepen- 
dent, and  dependent  parts,  in  all,  making  ajer- 
fecl  wliole.  I  have  heretafote  said  that  our  Qor- 
eroment  consisted  of  three  great  departmenta — 
the  legislatlTe,  judicial,  and  execntive  i  and  that 
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mc,  auJ  properlf  oaght  n 

of  their  •lloited  powers,  independent  »  « 


Q  be,  fn  the  exer- 
ell 


tbejr 

cise  01  laeir  •iioiiea  powi  , 
aadiatloct.  I  have  also  itleiopted  to  show 
what  coQsixted  legUlitive,  Judicial,  and  execD^Te 
powers  ;  tbese  enumerated  powers,  when  brought 
mlD  actioD,  making  an  entire  whole,  each  being 
limited,  as  applied  to  iodiTiduals  and  to  societjr, 
Decessarily  must  act  as  a  check  and  control  upon 
each  other.  This  independence,  within  defitied 
limits,  and  mutual  dependence  as  one  political 
bod^,  ceems  not  to  be  comprehended,  or,  if  un- 
deniood,  not  sdmitled  in  argument  or  in  prac- 
tice, ir  this  House  proceed  to  make  the  law, 
accuse,  and  condemn  tor  the  breach  of  it,  and  to 
execute  such  judgment  bf  imprisoning  the  of- 
fender, such  a  course  would  be  the  combining 
and  exercising  tbe  powers  of  the  three  depart- 
meats  bf  the  one,  which  is  the  consummation  of 
tjrraDiiy. 

And  here  I  beg  the  indulgence  of  tbe  House, 
while  I  read  a  few  HDtences  from  tbe  honorable 
Judfce  Wilson's  woika.  He  was  a  member  of 
tbe  ConveDtion  that  formed  this  Constitution— 
whose  aentimenis  and  feelings  were  entirely 
American — a  man  profound  in  judgment  and 
erudition,  and  almost  unequalled  at  respects  po- 
litical, constiiutionalj  and  common-law  learning: 

"Tbongfa  the  foregoing  graat  power* — Legislativa, 
EzBcntiTe,  and  Jndidtl— are  all  necsMsry  to  a  good 
GaVeminaDt ;  yet  it  is  of  the  latt  importance  that  each 


if  ita  aapante  powen^  with  ettlxr,  or  with 
'  both  of  tbe  otheia.  Ben  eiary  degree  of  conibdon  in 
'  die  plan  will  piodnoe  a  cenemonding  degree  of  inter- 
ference, oppontlDD,  cMnUaatiOD,  or  psrjdeiitj  in  the 
Bxeeotion.  Let  ne  mppoee  the  Legial^Ta  and  the  Ex- 
ecnlite  powers  were  united  in  tho  nme  peraon — can  lib- 
ertjat*«eiiiitybeei|wotedI  Ko.  Letnaioppeee  all  the 
Uma  power*  of  Qerenuiient  to  be  united  in  tho  eame 
man  w  bodj  of  mn ;  atiseiable,  indeed,  wovld  this 
case  be.  Libirty  and  lacah^  in  Ooremment  depend 
not  OB  the  Ui&Ua  whidk  theinlan  may  please  to  aaaign 
(o  (he  eaerdae  of  their  own  powen,  bnl  on  the  bound- 
aiiae  within  whicli  their  poneis  are  drcumaeribed  by 
the  Conatilution.  Tbe  independence  of  each  power 
conaist*  in  tbia,  that  its  pntceediDgi,  and  the  motiTes, 
>iews,  and  prtociples  which  produce  ibose  proceedings, 
dionld  be  free  &om  the  remoteat  inflaence,  direct  or 
indirect,  of  either  of  the  other  two  powers.  Bat  Ibr- 
ther  than  this  the  Independency  of  aadi  power  ongbt 
not  to  extend.  Ita  proceedlngB  abosld  be  formed  with- 
out reeCrahit,  bnt  when  they  are  once  (armad  tbey 
ikoDM  be  nibjeel  t»  eontrol.  Wa  are  now  hd  to  die- 
eoTCT  that,  between  thew  three  great  powen^f  Ctor- 
emmaMt,  Aeie  o«irtt  '  ' 
tualindaf 


D  they 
,  a  affect  (ha  whole, 
amined  and  eonUolled  by  one  or  both  of  th«  othen. 
Tho  ealntaiy  conaeqaence  of  the  motnal  dependency' 
of  the  great  powers  of  OoTenuneut  i^  that  if  one  part' 
ahoold,  at  any  time,  naorp  more  power  than  the  Coa- 
etitution  gives,  or  make  an  improper  use  of  its  Conati- 
tationalpower,  one  orboth  of  the  Other  parts  may  cor- 
rect the  abuse,  or  ma?  check  the  niurpation.  The 
total  dlqanction  of  these  pDwera  woold,  in  the  end, 
prodoce  the  very  nni«i  against  whiA  it  anniaa  to  pro- 


vide. The  LafidatuM  wonld  aaon  become  « 
and  weald  aaaame  (o  Kanlf  the  rigUs  of  the  I 
and  Jodieial'powara.  T^  important  condoMon  tebe 
Aawn  ftooi  tte  pramina  lAich  we  haw*  aatablMifaad, 
IB,  that  in  GomuBMnt  tbe  pecftetkm  irt  die  wkole  da- 
pendaon  the  balanced  (he  parts ;  and  be  Wane*  of 
the  perta  emaate  in  the  independent  axardsa  of  tbair 
separata  poweta;  and  when  their  poweia  aieseparaiety 
exerdaed,  then,  in  Ihek  mntnal  mflnenoe  and  opna* 
tion  on  one  another,  each  part  ada  and  ia  ac(ed  upon, 
sDMOit*  and  ia  rapportad,  regnlatei  and  ia  r^nlaltd 
by  the  rest" 

Anio,  the  antne  writer,  in  apeaking  of  the 
checKs  established  by  our  charter,  say s: 

The  aflaeta  of  (his  ealitfaiy  regnlatkm,  nec^eaiilj 


on^  dhrti 


of  it  (he  bonnda  of  Icqiidatiia 
■ta}it  to  orerleap  its  bonnda— 
,  diatinetly  maiked  in  the  ayetem  itad(  bnt 
and  permanent  prorinon  u  made,  that  evaiy 
transgressian  of  thoee  boonda  shall  be  aijindged  nod 
rendered  tain  and  fruitless.  What  a  nobie  gfturd 
against  legidatiTe  de^wtum  I" 

"  Thii  regulatloa  ia  far  from  dmwing  any  dimar- 


Statea.  It  does  not  confer  upon  (1 
ment  a  power  anparior.  In  its  general  nattire,  (o  Aat  of 
the  LegislBtuM,  bat  it  eonfcia  Upon  it,  in  particalv 
inatanoee,  and  Ibr  paitienlar  pnipoaaa,  the  docUiing 
and  enfcreing  the  anparior  power  of  tha  OaoMtitnihiB 
—the  aopieliu  law  of  tho  land." 

The  powers  thai  thia  GoTeiDment  possesa  art 
derived  by  delegation  from  the  people ;  and  ia  tbe 
«Btablishment  of  tbe  judicial  depatlmeDt  for  the 
administering  of  justice  Underthe  laws,  they  hnre 
rnerred  expreasly  to  themselres,  to  be  by  them 
exercised  personally,  an  important  and  inestima- 
ble portion  of  the  power  proper  and  neeeaMtry  to 
be  exercised  in  administering  criminal  juatiee. 
"  Tbe  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  oaae  of  im- 
peaolmani,  aballbeby  jury  ;"  art. 3,  see.  3.  Tbe 
people  of  the  United  States  were  not  contented 
merely  wtib'  this  general  reservatioo  of  this  right 
and  power,  bui  haTe,ln  theifUi  and  sixth  amend- 
m  ants  to  the  CottatiiatioD,  enlarged  it,  nnd  in  a 
degree  speciGeolly  deelated  the  raaoner  in  wbich 
the  general  reserTcd  power  shall  be  applied  and 
exercised  by  ibe  Gorernment.  "No  person  shnll 
'  be  held  to  HOBirer  for  a  capital,  or  other  iofamout 
'  crime,  unless  on  presentment  or  indictment  of  a 
'giaud  jury,  &c.,nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty, 
'or  properiT,  wilnoui  due  process  of  law,"  dtc. 
Aad  "  in  alt  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused 
shall  enjoy  tbe  lij^ht  to  a  speedy  aad  pablic  trial 
by  an  uoMTiial  jury."  Those  provisions  were 
not  imbodied  in  the  Cooatitntion  as  mere  idle 
speeulaiiooa,  nnd  (here  to  remain  a  dead  letter, 
Mt  as  n  aubauntial,  safe,  and  active  part  of  the 
aystem.  Tbe  aaerlfioea  of  civil  rights,  of  peraonal 
liberty,  nnd  even  of  life,  had  been  ao  flagrant  and 
lyrannioat  intbe  Oovarnmeot  of  every  ooootrv 
known  to  Ds  in  history,  under  the  pretence  of  aa- 
ministering  criminal  jtistice,  that  it  was  believed 
(o  be  fundamentally  neceasary  to  restrain  and 
limit  the  several  depattmentv  of  ont  Government 
in  thi>i  particular.  The  words  used  ia  (he  Con- 
EtitniioD— "  the  trial  of  all  crimes ;"   "  no  peraon 
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•b>U  b«  held  to  ftnnKr  far  a  nintal  at  othn  in- 
famons  erime ;"  >Dd,  "  in  all  crtmiDal  pf09eea< 
liona,"  aT»  aa  broad  and  oompKhenniTe  io  the 
memoing  as  conld  have  been  adopted  from  our 
langnan,  to  secure  the  tigbi  of  a  jary  irial  io 
crimiaal  MWi.  I  Goatend  ihn  ConRtiinlioDal 
right  eaoBot  b«  lakeo  from  the  oiiizen,  eren  b; 
tha  Biipremacr  of  It^ialatire  power.  Can  we  do 
that  indirectly,  or  by  impticaUon,  irtrich  we  can- 
DOt  by  direct  meaD*)  If  it  may  be,  can  be,  oi 
shell  be  done,  this  boatted  in*lrBni«)t  becomes, 
in  the  band*  of  the  dcajgaing,  artful,  and  ambi- 
tioDs  politieian,  the  yawoitig  Mpalcbre  of  oai 
eiTii  nghta. 

Why  ii  it  that  ihia  Houie  have,  at  ihit  time, 
ataved  legialitionl  Why  hare  we  accmed  a 
cituen?  And  why  hare  we,  in  the  form  of  a 
eriminal  proeeie,  snatched  from  a  man  hii  lib- 
erty 7  Certainly  not  beeaniie  he  ha«  done  a  law- 
fbl  act,  or  an  act  iodifiereet,  bat,  on  the  contrary, 
becanM  this  House  alle^  that  he  has  committed, 
or  attempted  to  commit,  an  nnlawful  act,  fot 
which  he  is  subject  to  be  imprisoDeiih- Io  be 
punished. 

In  legal  taagnage,  every  act  that  is  declared  to 
b«  unlawful  by  the  law*  of  society,  and  for  which 
iba  actor  is  sabject  to  punishment  of  any  kind 
wbalerer,  is  deoominaled  a  erime.  Brery  lej^al 
Inquiry  into  the  gnill  or  iaaoceBce  of  an  indirid* 
oaf,  ii  a  criminal  proceeding;  and  the  inquiry 
upon  which  thegnift  or  innocence  of  the  accused 
ia  decided,  ia  the  Irial.  Hare  we  not  accused, 
hare  we  not  arrested,  and  are  we  not  now  anxious 
to  hear  and  decide  apon  the  inDOcence  or  guilt  of 
a  citizen,  nod  finally,  from  which  there  is  nor  can 
be  no  sppeal,  and  witbout  the  interreotion  of  a 
grand  oi  traverae  jory,  and,  if  thus  conricted.  to 

Snnish  him  by  imprisonment,  or  in  some  otner 
jrml 
But  we  are  (old  in  argument  by  onr  oppo- 
nents, "thaterer?  idea  of  punishment  for  &n  of- 
fence or  crime  is  lepi  out  of  view;"  it  is  well,  for 
if  il  was  permitted  to  be  viewed  and  applied 
properly  to  this  proceeding  end  conirorerty,  Ihe 
resnit  must  inevitably  be  different  from  the  ooe 
they  seek.  By  excluding  that  which  is  proper 
and  perlioent,  and  admitting  what  is  improper, 
then  m  argument  any  eoncTasion  may  be  made 
except  the  correct  one.  Again,  we  are  told.  In 
the  same  spirit  of  disgniie,  that  they  "disclaim 
'  Ihe  eommitmeni,  by  this  Boose,  for  a  coolempt, 
'  lobe  io  the  nature  of  a  punishment;  it  isentirely 
'  a  power  of  protection." 

The  law  recognises  two  kinds  of  protection ; 
self  and  legal  proteeiion.  The  former,  as  I  have 
attempted  loshow,istfae  ri^hi  permitted  To  moral 
or  natural  persons,  by  physical  means,  to  prevent' 
an  immediate  Ihreateued  injury,  or  to  stay  an 
actual  commeueed  and  coniinuiog  forcible  aggcs- 
""-      ''''"*  '-""r,  that  which  is  provided  in  the 
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Hua.  iiuc  iBLicr,  inai  waicD  is  pioviueu  lo  me 
criminal  code  of  laws,  ro  be  rendered  effective 
through  the  instramenuUty  of  the  judicial  and 
executive  powers  of  the  Governmeoi.  From  the 
course  of  the  arguments,  I  apprehend  it  is  under 
the  head  of  self- protection,  this  power  b  claimed : 
that  il  cannot  tw  brought  witnin  this  clause,  I 
ISttiCoM.  1st  SXSB.— Sfi 


trust  I  have  before  salisfaeiorily  proved,  and  will 
ontj  add  that  this  is  ihe  first  time  I  ever  heard  it 
seriously  and  boldly  contended,  that,  under  (he 
jHWenee  of  self-proieciion,  a  person  conld  gtsrely 
sit  down,  make  out  his  warrant,  and  have  arrested 
his  distant  wrong-doer,  and  thereby  have  the  ag- 
f[reB«or  brought  before  the  injured  party  for  irisl — 
HI  a  word,  that  he  conld  assume  to  himself  and 
exercise  all  the  power  and  forms  ofaconrlof 
criminal  jurisdiclion  ;  and  in  name  disclaim,  yet 
in  effect  accomplish  the  resuliing  consequences, 
as  applied  toolherg,and  still  stand  juslified — such 
is  a  system  of  administering  jnstice  and  a  kind 
of  doctrine  peculier  in  their  nature,  and  dangerous 
in  their  tendency. 

Much  reliance  hat  been  placed  upon  the  ac< 
knowled^d   power   exercised   by  the  eeuns  of 

i'usiiee.  in  the  punishing  of  eontempis.  In  tha 
English  criminal  jurisprudance,  this  doctrine  is 
mneh  more  extensive  than  is  recognised  in  piae- 
uce  by  our  criminal  law ;  it  exUau*  to  the  mal- 
admin is  1  ration  of  certain  officers,  to  ctmiMnpti 
against  ihe  kin^s  prerogative,  against  the  king4 
person,  and  against  the  kin^s  title,  these  are  d^ 
fences  not  tried  bjr  ihe  king  in  person,  bvi  by  the 
judicial  power,  and  ate  thus  referred  to  a  disin- 
lereiied  tribtinal,  to  secure  equal  juiliee  ami  safely 
10  the  subject.  This  monarch  seems  not  to  M 
so  excessively  wedded  lo  his  privilives,  as  tha 
represeoiaiives  of  a  free  and  indepen^nt  people, 
or  not  so  jealous  and  suspicious  of  the  judicial 
power.  Bat  the  criminal  law,  as  applied  to  ihe 
offence  of  contempt,  in  this  country,  is  derived 
from  the  law  punishing  contempts  against  the 
king's  palaces  or  courts  of  jnstice.  In  the  Eng- 
lish Qovernmenl  the  king  is  sujiposed  to  he  the 
fountsio  of  alt  power  and  jusiLce.  The  court* 
for  the  administratioa  of  justice  are  supposed  to  be 
established  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  doing  equal 
justice.  Bvery  wilful  and  corrupt,  or  attempted 
interruption  of  ihe  pore  current  of  iusiice,  is  sn 
offence  against  the  public  peace,  and  a  contempt 
to  the  king  as  the  fountain — and  is  deoomionted 
in  law  as  contempt  to  the  king's  courts.  Not  as 
geoilemen  suppose,  pnnisbable  as  being  an  indig- 
nity to  the  men  who  are  the  judges,  and  a  breacb 
of  their  privileges,  but,  as  a  wrong  and  injury 
done  to  the  public. 

In  this  country  the  people  ate  the  source  from 
which  our  courts  derive  all  iheir  powers,  and  a* 
such  are  the  foontninor  repositorv  of  justice — alL 
wilful  interruptions,  lo  the  due  administration  of 
justice,  are  in  a  common  law  sense,  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  and  against  the  dignity  of  the  people, 
and  the  le^ly  constituted  auihoriiy  to  bear  is 
and  determine  according  to  law  ever^  offence 
the  judiciary.  In  the  hearioe  and  deciding  upon 
a  contempt,  the  judges  of  the  conrl  nre  in  no 
greater  manner  interested,  concerned,  or  known, 
than  io  the  trial  of  any  or  every  other  crime 
I  gainst  society.  Thus  it  is  to  be  seen,  that  con- 
tempts, as  embraced  bf  the  laff^  are  crimes,  and 
are  properly  coznizable,  only  withio  ihe  jadicial 
deparimeot  of  the  Qovetnmeot.  The  courts  are 
eolely  the  constituted  agents  of  both  parties,  mu- 
tually appointed  io  the  social  compact  to  deeidc 
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!■  anwrr  lo  our  objeetiana,  to  uBiimited  *  ad  dia- 
eretionar^  pover,  we  an  lold  the  eooru  have  it— 
admiued, doca  it  eatabliib  liielacL ibat  (bii  Houw 
bu  and  ought  to  posiMi  '( 1  1  admit  that  the 
DMlcfiiied,  and  id  ad«ct««  aalimiud  powert  poa- 
Maaad  and  ejereiaed  i>j  t^e  courts  in  tbU  respwL 
u*  eounler  to  mr  general  idea  of  proprietjr,  and 
thu  fixed  eerialolr  wbicb  ought  to  cbaraclerize 
eiintiDBl  lav.  But,  the  eii«(«Dce  of  it  in  the 
indiciatr  i<  fbr  lets  to  be  dreaded  than  in  thia 
Houae,  at  iha  abase  of  it  may  at  any  time  be  cot- 
Nstcd  bj  the  legialatire  power,  in  iimiling  and 
it&aiag  M,  or  by  div«ating  the  courts  of  the  power 
estiMif.  But,  wbare  is  to  be  found  the  power  to 
coDitrain,  conlrol,  or  limit  the  abuM  of  it  here  1 

TbeConatiiutionaJ  limitaiiooa  aod  distribotioD 
of  powers,  and  the  muttiat  cheeks  and  balaocea 
ara  tberein  wiselv  esiabltibed,  and  greatly  tend 
W  the  aeeurity  of  liberly  and  national  prosperity 
■ad  bapptocsf.  Let  us  not  rely  too  maeh  on  the 
ha— tly  of  inteiMion,  the  wisdom  and  moderation 
w^  wbioh  we  may  assame  and  exercife  powers, 
ihst  ihoaa  wbo  may  hereafter  fill  onr  places^  b«< 
iag  less  wis^  leas  bonsst,  and  more  anbiiioas, 
may  use  to  the  most  deadly  consequences,  and  to 
anbaarve  the  most  baleful  purposes. 

A  word  as  to  prtcedents — a  just  aod  prndeat 
adherence  and  obedience  to  them.  But,  a  blind 
or  an  nnexamining  confidence  and  obedience  to 
ibem  I  must  eoDiro*ert. 

In  determining  the  extent  of  powers  and  juiis- 
dietioa  gianied  to  the  departments  of  GoTera- 
mem,  precedents  should  be  scrutinized  with  great 
care  aod  caution;  and  wfaenevei  they  tend  to 
enlarge  the  powers  iu  doubtful  caaea,to  be  obeyed 
with  ficat  circumapectioo,  and  not  at  all,  if.  on 
e»minatioD,  they  are  found  lo  be  unreasonable, 
anconstitutional,  or  dangerous.  Ii  is  the  nature 
of  man,  and  especially  of  those  in  power,  to  ex- 
tend, ralher  than  carlail,  their  sowers;  and  cer- 
tain safely  and  duty  are  to  be  found  within  the 
clear  and  uDdonhlea  limits  of  the  grant.  Further 
to  illustrate  my  riews  upon  this  paint,  I  will  give 
the  following  quotations  :  "  Why  should  a  poiot 
'  be  received  as  law,  merely  because  one  man,  or 
'  asuccesaionof  men,  have  said  it  is  law, any  more 
'  than  another  point  should  be  received  as  reuon, 
'  merely  because  one  philosopher, or  a  set  of  phi- 
'  losophers,  have  said  it  is  reason?    In  law,  as  in 

■  pbiloBophv,  should  not  every  one  think  and  judge 
'  for  himielfl  Stare  decitit  may  prevent  th« 
'  trouble  of  investigation ;  but  it  will  prevent  also 
'  the  pleasure  and  the  advantage  of  iraptoTenuDL 
■Implicit  deference  to  authariiy,  as  I  have  de- 
'  Glared  oa  more  occasiooa  than  one.  I  consider 
'  as  ibe  bane  of  science;  and  I  honor  tne  bcoefac- 

■  tors  of  mankind,  who  have  broken  the  yoke  of 

■  ibal  intellectual  tyranny,  by  which,  in  many 
'  ages,  and  in  many  coaatries,  men  bare  been  de- 


log  for  themselves.  But  how 
<  for  one  extreme  to  vibrate  with  violence  to  its 
'  opposite  one  I  Though  authority  be  not  permit- 
'  ted  to  tyrannize  as  a  mistress,  may  she  not  be 
'  consulted  as  a  skilful  guide  7    May  not  teapect 


'  judgioj 
'  for  one 


be  paid,  tbongb  a  Uisd  aasant  b«  rsfuaod  to  ka  ' 
dicUletr' 

Judge  Johnston,  in  hii  opinioa  in  ibe  cauof   ' 
•Bollmaa  aod   Swaitwout,  says: — "But  I  dcBi 
'  that  a  court  ii  precluded  from  the  q^hl,  or  ex- 
'  empled  from  the  neecsaiiy  of  examiaiag  isio    . 
'  the  correctness  of  iu  own  deeisiras,  ot  ibose  of 
'  any  othei  tribunal.    Straage  would  ba  the  doe-    . 
'trine,  that  an  ioadveneBcy  ODce  eommittedby 
'  a  court  shall  ey^r  after  imposa  on  it  the  oects-   | 
'  sity  of  persisting  in  its  error.    A  case  that  cii-   | 
'  not  be  tested  by  priooiple  is  not  law,  and  in  a   i 
'  ihoauDdtDsiaBeashavesuehoaseabeendeclaMd   I 
'  sobycourtsofjuslice."    If  we  have  been  ableu   i 
show,  that  tha  power,  sog^bt  to  be  «xarcit«d  br    ' 
this  House  is  unoflDstimtional,  «r  e«ea  dooh^   ' 
ful,  unreasonable,  impolitic,  or  daognxiuf,  I  ■>   ' 
cpafident,  that  tbe  impaise  of  the  moment,  tha  ' 
necessity,  nor  tbe  weight  of  precedent,  will  net   ' 
induca  this  House  to  adcqtt  ihe  principle,  or  far-   , 
tbar  sanetion  tbe  raanided  esaopld 

If  I  have  erred  in  the  adoption  of  tbe  prineiplw  . 
aad  eoostruction*  that  I  bave  advocated,  it  is  err- 
ing on  the  side  from  whence  danger  is  not  to  be 
apprehended.  History,  io  no  paga  within  my 
recollection,  proves,  tnat,  from  tbe  Doa-exeicise 
of  doubtful  powers,  by  thosa  who  were  intrusted 
wilb  authority,  the  liberties  of  that  country  hare 
been  lost,  or  that  the  liberly,  life,  pnmrty,  w 
repuialion  of  any  indiTidqal  has  ttwreby  been 
sacrificed.  Boi,  on  tha  other  hand,  does  nat  the 
DOnliuued  volume  of  history,  in  almost  every 
page,  give  us  incontestable  evidence,  that  one-half 
of  the  miseries  the  human  family  bave  bad  to 
undergo  and  sustain,  hare  had  their  origin  from 
tha  exercise  of  assumed  powers  by  those  in  au- 
ihotityl  And  bave  not  those  tyrants  and  de- 
stroyers of  human  bappiness,  and  of  nankkikd, 
justified  ibemselves  under  the  law  of  necessity, 
the  law  of  sclf-pieaer ration,  and  tbe  law  of  dis- 
cretion, which  u  known  in  subaiaoce,  limit,  ot 
extent,  only  as  it  i*  put  into  practice,  as  avarice. 
ambition,  or  ravange,  nuy  bare  dictated  ? 

Messrs.  Roaa,  Rhxa,  Shnobk,  and  Boawbll, 
addressed  tbe  Cbair  on  the  main  question,  aad 
Mr.  HoPKinaoH  and  Mr.  STOaaa  on  incideiiial 
points. 

The  sitting  was  proJongad  to  a  Late  boui, 
tha  questioo^eing  Joudly  called  for  in  tbe  in. 
lerral  between  each  member's  speech ;  but  an  ad- 
journment finally  took  placa,  without  baviDg 
come  to  a  decision,  ou  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bdb- 
WBLL,  who,  with  many  others,  wished  te  bave 
the  present  shape  of  tbe  proposition  so  varied  as 
to  enable  tbe  House,  in  their  voting  on  il,  to  ex- 
press a  definite  opinion. 

THcBsoAr,  January  15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SExauirr,  tbe  report  of  ibe 
committee  on  tbe  memorial  of  Mary  Qraefi'was 
reconsidered,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BtaaouB,  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  were  instruoled 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exempting  front 
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pMty  aM  le»tn  >Bd  mcIcmb  refatiin  u>  tha 
mitltia,  to  and  from  the  Adjutuit  Qencnl  of  lb* 
TeapMtir*  Btatoi  tad  TanUotim. 

CASE  or  COLONEL  ANISRBON. 

The  House  resumed  the  eoosideratioD  of  the 
cue  or  Colooal  AoderBoa.  The  follovio^  '*">' 
tiona  moved  bj  Mr.  Rbsa,  by  vajr  of  aiieDameat, 
being  yet  Qadar  cooaidetatiou : 

"Batk^  Thrt  this  Hoom 

'"s.. -.:: .  ;.  -. 

diTMtad  to  condnct  John  Aadenoa  to  tha  bar  of  tJ 
HiHMa." 

Ur.  Rbu,  with  a  Tiew  to  pat  bis  ameadmeDt 
ID  a  ihapa  mare  aeceptabla  to  geDllemen,  modi- 
fied his  motion  for  ameadmeDt,  lO  ai  to  make  the 
Stst  reaolmJOD  read  ai  follows: 

"  Jtodbsrf,  Thit  tUi  Hoau  poiiiw  adeqntte  powar 
t»|Nuiih  fn  eontaiitpia  iiiainat  it. 

Mr.  PiTcm  aaiigned  the  reaaoas  why  he  wished 
to  aroid  placiog  on  the  Journal  any [biog  affirm- 
ing the  autboritjr  of  the  Houae  oo  the  one  hand, 
or  deoYiog  it  oa  the  otbEr;  and,  to  eicipe  the 
alternaiive  presented  to  the  Roase  by  the  pro- 
poned resolotioD  and  amendment,  he  morea  to 
potipone  iDdefinitely  the  coniideraiion  of  the 
main  question  and  the  amendment  proposed 
thereto. 

After  some  questiosK  to  the  Chair,  and  explaa- 
atioai  tharejfom,  respecting  the  efleel  of  sach  a 
poMpooemeoi,  that  vStci  wa*  pronounced  fiooa 
the  Chaii  lo  be,  to  place  th»  qiUBiioo  iti  the  itaia 
iawUahilwaswbaiilheniMioiiaf  Mr.  Spihom 
W*a  fintoM^e;  aad,  if  this  eoorse  was  purauad, 
that  the  HonsB  would  be  at  fglt  liherty  to  lake 
m»T(  eoarae  in  respect  la  John  Aadeison,  whkb, 
ua  lU  (fiaion,  was  withia  iba  aeope  »[  in  Con* 
aiitHikouJ  powers. 

lAr,  &IDB,  of  VtEBtasl.  said  be  hoped  that  tbe 
matiaa  of  thegaBtlemaafrom  CoDOeciicu  wonM 
mtt  ^lail ;  foe,  aber  the  very  aUa  and  loag  dia- 
caaaiaa  »bioh  liii«  svbjaethad  mdergone,  it  was 
daa  to  tbia  Hoasa  and  the  Dation  that  the  sense 


of  th»  Bovse  abonld  be  taken  oi 


la  ptopositiOB 


^ItlJKt  from  ilieease  of  John  Anderson,  in  order 
(if  he  might  be  allowed  the  ezpteasion)  that  tlie 
law  may  De  settled  in  relation  to  the  principle,  so 
fhr  as  it  could  be  done^  by  a  solemn  deciaion  of 
tbe  House.  tVitb  a  'tew  to  that  object,  said 
be,  it  was  mr  inlenlioo,  could  I  have  obtained 
the  fioor,  to  baTe  moTed  an  amendment  to  the 
amaadmeot  offered  yesterday  by  the  geaileDian 
&aia  Teuieasee.  I  (netefore  ho^  the  motioo  for 
a  poatpoaamaM  will  b«  riyeeted,  that  I  may  siiU 
iwH  as  oMorMnily  to  aiibait  an  ameiulmaai, 
iwviAf  tor  118  obi^<  *  diMTOwal  of  the  right  uv 
iry  aaii  pnaiah  for  ofiances,  aod  m  dcclaiation 
that  tbetloaae  will  abstain  from  no  measocea 
wkieh  may  ba  nocetsaiy  to  praaerre  ita  ddihar- 
■tions  free  from  intanoptioo,  and  its  mambets 
and  officers  from  iusnlt  at  injary.  la  order,  then, 
that  ibe  House  may  be  informed  of  the  anead- 
meat  I  propoee  to  offer,  should  an  opporinniiy  be 
ai&cdca  me,  I  will  reaj  in  my  place  the  one  I  had 
prepared. 


rHara  Mr.  B.  read  the  proposed  amandmenlj 
and  oooeladed  by  sayicg]'— 

I  hope,  ^,  the  subject  will  not  be  paased  bf 
withaat  a  distinct  daoiaion  of  the  House  upon  wt 
prinelple,  aside  from  all  cottsiderations  of  dtt 
goijt  or  iaoocence  of  John  AadetaoD. 

rSubaeanenily,  daring  the  pending  of  riie  re- 
scrfiuiaa  for  bringing  John  Anderson  to  the  bar 
of  the  Hoom,  Mr.  R.  remarked}— 

He  was  desirons  of  obtaininc  a  decision  of  tha 
Bouse,  which  sbould  narrow  the  grounds  of  the 
iBqairy  when  John  Aadenon  shall  hare  bean 
bfeng&t  in,  and  far  that  purpose  he  wonld  now 
pfopeaes  as  an  amendnMnl  to  the  resolution,  that 
wbwh  be   had   a  short  time  since  read  to  the 

[Theamendmaat  having  been  announced  from 
the  Chair,  Hr.  R.  proceeded}— 

I  am,  sir.  among  the  number  who  do  not  b»- 
liere  ttiat  ibis  Uonse  has  a  right  to  sit  in  jvif- 
BenI,o«  iniielpeanltieanpen  any  one,  except  ils 
own  members ;  bat  admitting  our  righl  to  peo- 
ceed  to  the  tml  and  MuisJUurni  of  Jou  Anoer- 
ftee  from  air  doabi,  it  is,  in  my  opinios, 
rat,beMtm  more  into  baloatihangaiJMd 
hy  the  preeadun.  War  aoab  is  the  eharaeiet  of 
the  tniiaaetion  that  the  hare  knowledge  of  it  is 
•ttffioieW  ID  draw  down  upon  the  bead  of  tha 
pet^ecrator  the  exeeiaiions  of  the  whole  commu- 
nicy ;  eonaaqnently,  no  act  ef  ibis  House  ean  add 
mntariatly  to  hie  aoasrings,  while,  by  perseTering 
in  the  trial,  mneh  of  onr  time  will  be  eonsamea, 
and  mneh  of  ihe  people's  money  expended. 

Again,  1  hold  it  to  be  inexpedient,  because  a 
la^e  assembly  is,  of  all  tribunals,  the  most  im- 
piopcf  for  the  trial  of  offences,  especially  when  it 
IS  [he  injated  party ;  and,  lastly,  it  is  inexpedient 
to  furnish,  by  our  example,  a  pieeedeat  (or  pro- 
ceedings in  a  case  a&eling  the  tights  <^  a  citi- 
:en,  in  the  absence  of  known  rules,  exaent  in  one 
of  tha  BUM  urgent  neeeasitf,  which  1  am  sva 
Ihia  is  noL  For  dMioraUe  indeed  moat  be  Ike 
stnta  of  soaioty,  au  atfangaly  dcfeaetaiad  mnat 
be  tb«  Re^rmaatatiMs  of  this  naaoa,  beAna  any 
■trio«s  io>«iT  can  hn  uptellended  from  aMamMe 
ipeo  ih«  ialegfity  of  iis  maubers.  Hy  Ub  for 
it.  sir.  aotil  the  people  of  this  nuiao  aluH  bxre 
lost  their  aleetten  lor  this  GoTaraiiieat,  aitempia 
liko  tha  one  nndtr  ooneideratieB,  will  boi  verf 
seldom  be  repented;  and  snrely  this  body  can 
nora  snflb  a  mtterisl  injury  from  an  unsnccees- 
ful  aHempi  to  bribe  one  of  its  members.  Until 
it  shall  be  beliered,  then,  that  an  attempt  can  be 
made  with  success,  I  hope  we  shall  leave  the  as- 
sailanta  to  seek  repos^  under  Ihe  frowns  and  in- 
lignation  of  an  enlightened  and  Ttriuous  ))eofde. 

I  will  never  admit,  said  Mr.  R.,  ihat  it  is  pos- 


sible for  a  man,  who  has  the  booor  of  represei 
ing,  in  this  Honse,  ibirlv-flre  thousand  of  ti 
onlj  free  people  of  wbieb  the   world  can  boast, 
so  lar  to  forget  the  dinnity  of  his  station  ms  to  be 
capahleofrecHnngabribefromaByone.  There- 
fore, the  0"'"    ■"■' 

this  kind  ei 

of  feelit^  tbey  may  produce ;  oonseqneoce*  not 

of  sufficient  magoitnde  lo  juatify  the  wtata  of 
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Qm  efQAma  AmUnon. 


3A.miAMt,t8ie. 


time  whieh  mmt  reiolt  ftom  in  iiiTeUigUioii  be- 
fore the  House.  I  ■hall,  ihetefote,  rote  igsintt 
pcoeeeding  witli  the  trial ;  bat  sfaonld  it  be  the 
iriih  of  the  mceneed  to  malte  en  apologr  *<>  ti>e 
HouM,  I  wonld  pennil  bim  to  do  to,  and  proceed 
again  to  ibe  bniiDeaa  of  legiilatioo.  Wa«  it  not, 
however,  for  the  proceediDgi  whieh  have  been 
had  in  llie  case,  I  wonld  permit  no  apology  to  be 
made  within  these  walla,  bat  leare  bim  lo  apolo- 
gize to  the  eitizeo*  of  bis  coaatry,  agaiD*twhom, 
lather  than  against  this  House,  the  offence  hat 
been  committed.  Bbantd  the  amendment  be 
adopted,  the  onlr  iaquiry  that  will  remain  for 
the  Hoase  to  make  is,  whether  there  be  danser  of 
fitrther  interrnption  from  John  Anderaoo  T— the 


bera,  amoag  whom  were  Hesara.  Rhba,  Tall- 
ifADoa,  Ballard  8MiTB,«nd  CcLnnsTR — 

The  qnestiOD  was  taken  on  post  pan  em  en  I,  aod 
decided  iu  the  affirmative — for  indefintie  post- 
pooemeat  117,  agaiul  it  42,  as  follows: 

Ta«s— MeMS.  Abbott,  Adams,  AIha  of  Vermont, 
Andsnon  of  PennnlTaidt,  AostiD,  Bsldnin,  B^ley, 
Beanett,  BhMaCetd,  Bhnrat,  Bodan,  Boh,  Brrsn, 
Bnnrdl,  Butter,  Oampbsil,  Clsielt,  Cla]'ba^l^  Col> 
•ton,  Oidk,  Crafts^  Cnwiord,  Cashmaii,  BaitinKtan, 
JJaaba,  Drake,  EUkotl,  Floyd,  Folgar,  Porajili,  Otgp, 
HaU  ot  DsUware,  HsU  of  Noidi  Guolina,  Haniaoo, 
Herbart,  Heitter,  Holne*  of  MHaaebnaetts,  Holmea 
•f  CeuMclieat,  Hopkinsaa,  Hvbbaid,  Hwit«a,  H«bI- 
ioBtoo,  Inghaaii  Jonas,  Little,  LoWndea,  MoLane. 
W.  Madaj,  W.  P.  HacUy,  H0O07,  Maiehand,  Han. 
Xason  of  Uuaachnsett^  HHon  of  Rhode  Island, 
Ifareer,  HiddletOD,  Miller,  Uoore,  Morton,  MoboIbj, 
Hninlbid,  Muusy,  Jeremish  Nelson,  H.  Neinn,  Nas- 
Utt,  New,  Ogden,  Orr,  Owen,  Pdmet,  Parria,  Fai^ 
lolt,  PatleraoD,  PawlinE,  Feter,  FitUo,  Plossanth 
Reed,  Rhea,  Richards,  Ross,  Ragglss,  Sampson, 
Saragc,  Bchnjier,  Scadder,  Sergeant,  Settle,  8e7bert, 
Sherwood,  8.  Snttb,  Bsl.  Smith,  Alexander  Smrth, 
I.  8.  Smith,  Slorrs,  StrooK,  Strotber,  Slnart,  Tall- 
madge,  Taylor,  Terrill,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  Trim- 
ble, Tacker  of  Virgbiia,  Tncker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tilar,  Upham,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wsllace, 
Whhaan,  Wendorar,  Wesletio,  Whheeide,  WHUanis 
orCesmecticul,  WilUams  of  Nordi  Cardina,  and  WU- 
•OD  of  Penn^lvania. 

Nats — Hossia.  Allen  of  llaMaijiiissHi.  Anderaon 
oTEantDc^,  Ball,  Bafbonr  of  Virainia,  Birta  of  Ohio, 
Basaett,  Batenuu,  Baechob  B^lingat,  Cmgtt,  Cnl- 
breih,  Edwards,  Ervin  of  Booth  Carfdni^  Fonwj, 
Poller,  Gtmett,  Hale,  Herkimer,  Heirick,  Hitcfacoek, 
Bogg,  Kiosey,  Eirtland,  Lawyer,  Linn,  Liiermore, 
MsrriU,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Poindeiter,  Porter,  Qoariei, 
Rich,  Robertson  of  Kentucky,  Sobeitson  of  Louisiaai, 
Sawyer,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Speed,  Spencer,  Tsir,  Walker 
«I  KsnUcky,  and  WilUama  of  New  York. 

The  propositions  before  the  House  were  inde- 
finitely postponed. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  TALI.SUIKIK  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  conuderation : 

"RssojMd,  That  John  Andonon  ba  fbrlhwiA 
bnoghi  to  the  bar  of  this  Hooie." 

Mr.  Rich  proposed  10  amend  the  resolulioa  by 
adding  ibareio  the  following;  ■ 

"And  Oat  he  hare  an  opporlniri^  ot  offering  to  th« 


Hoosa  any  Bxplanatian  of  hja  aUsfed  oCnioe  wUek 
he  may  thmk  proper." 

This  motion  Mr.  R10&  supported  bf  obserra- 
tioas  regarding  the  general  qaeslioo,  in  whieh  he 
oppo«ed  the  expediency  of  proceediag  further 
than  be  bad  suggested  in  the  present  esse. 

After  a  few  o^ervaiioos  from  Mr.  SanaEAKT, 
however,  Mr.  Rica  withdrew  bis  proposition. 

Mr.  Rich  Eub»eqaeQtly  moveif  lo  iasert  aa 
amendment,  denying  the  power  of  the  House  to 
judge  or  punish  any  individuals,  its  own  mem- 
bers excepted ;  which  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Cnt-naBTH  then  moved  10  strike  out  the 
whole  of  Mr.  Tallhadoi's  resolutioo  and  to 
substiinie,  by  way  of  amendment,  the  following: 

"Whereas  John  Anderaea  is  in  custody  ibr  aa 
offence  which  this  Honsa  doea  not  possess  the  Coiuti- 
tnlional  power  to  try,  or  rifbt  to  punish:  Ther^vo, 

"  Sttoloed,  That  the  said  John  Anderson  be  di»- 
charged  from  the  cnstody  of  the  Sergeant  at  Arms." 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment thus  proposed,  and  decided  in  the  negatire 
— yeas  47,  nays  119,  as  follows: 

TsAS — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massaohuaelts,  Andeiaon  of 
Kentscky,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Tirginia,  Barber  of  Ohio, 
Basaett,  Beacher,  Bellinger,  Cmger,  Cunrelh,  Ed- 
wards, Etvin  of  South  Carolina,  Forney,  Fuller,  Qar- 
nett,  H^  HaU  of  North  Carolina,  Herkimer,  Herrick, 
HiKheock,  Hoag,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  KtnMT,  Kirt- 
land.  Lawyer,  Uiin,  Livennore,  Merrill,  T.  M.  Nelaon, 
Pundsiter,  Porter,  Quarles,  Rich,  Robertson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Robertson  raT  Louisiana,  Sow,  Sawyer,  Bhaw, 
Bibbee,  BaL  Smith,  Speed,  Spencer,  Tan,  IHinble, 
Tucker  of  Booth  Ganriiaa,  Walker  of  Kentscky,  uad 
WiUiamaofNewYorib 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Allen  of  Tarmont, 
Anderson  of  Peansylfania,  Anattn,  Baldwin,  Batsmaa, 
Bayley,  Bennett,  Bfoomfleld,  Bbont,  Boden,  Boas, 
Bryan,  Barwell,  Bntler,  CampbaU,  Clagett,  Claiborne 
Cobb,  Colaton,'  Cook,  CraiU,  CrMrfcrd,  Ondunaa, 
Darlington,  Dadia,  Oiaka,  Bllkett,  Fbyd,  Polgor. 
Forayth,  Qago,  HaU  of  IMawan^  Harriaan,  Hacbea^ 
Heiater,  Uoloiea  of  MaanachnsaUs^  Holmes  of  Co» 
necticDl,  Hopkinaoiw  Unbhaid,  Hnnter,  HantiBrtoii, 


Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Joaes,  Littto,  LowadM^ 
McLane,  W.  HacUy,  W.  P.  HaeUy,  McCor,  Marchand. 
Matt,  Mason  or  Muuehusetts,  ilason  of  Rhode  bland. 


,  Middlelon,  Miller,  Moore,  Morton,  Moaeleyt 

Mumford,  Muirsj,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  Nes- 
bilt.  New,  Ogden,  On,  Owen,  Pslmer,  Partis,  Psrrott, 
Patterwn,  Pawling,  Peter,  Pindall,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Reed,  Rhea,  Rictwrds,  Rngglea,  Sampaon,  Savage, 
Schuyler,  Scadder,  Bo-geanl,  Settle,  Bc^bert,  Sher- 
wood, Sloeurab,  8.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  J.  S. 
Smith,  Southard,  Storra,  Strong,  StroOar,  Btnart, 
Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Terrill,  Terry,  TampUns,  Town- 
sand,  Tucker  ot  Virriula,  Tyler,  D^iam,  Walker  af 
North  Caidina,  WaUaee,  Wendovw,  Weslerlo, 
Whiteside,  Whitman,  Williaou  vt  Coimaeticat,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carotins,  snd  Wilson  of  Patmsylvaniai 

So  the  House  reftised  to  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  CuLBitrrH. 

The  qoeiiion  was  then  taken  on  the  molioo 
that  "  John  Anderson  be  forthwith  brougbt  to  tbe 
bar  of  this  House,"  and  decided  in  the  affirmitive, 
.  by  yeas  and  osy»— 118  to  45,  as  follows: 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


777 


filSTOET  OP  OONQRESS. 


77B 


CoMt  tf  CWmel  Avdenan, 


H.orR. 


ituuylwii*, 
«tt,  noimi, 


If  BAi— M««n-  Adam*,  Allen  ofTenson^  Andenon 

of  Patuuylwii*,  Anilta,  Bktdwin,  Batomui,  Bavlaj, 

'  Bodeii,B<Mi,  B^an,  BnTwdt.BDl- 


Sdamn^   Hinte»,  HMbnt,   Halrtar,  J 


Enbbari,  HobIw,  HimtiDfHn,  Ti«|li.nij  Iiriog  of  Hew 
Yoi^  Ioii«%^  Uim,  LUOe,  Lownto,  McImm,  W. 
Mtclar,  W.  P.  HuUy.MeCo;,  Manduad,  Han,  Ha- 
•an  of  MantAiijelU,  HtMn  of  Bhode  Iiland,  Mai- 
«ai,  MlddlatMi,  HiUer,  Moere,  Hoifan,  Houlej,  Mtim- 
fiwd,  Muiaj',  Jereouh  NeUon,  H.  Nebm,  If  «Aitt, 
New,  Ogdoi,  On,  Owen,  AJnar,  Panii,  PanoU,  Pat- 
tenon,  PawKng.  Peler,  Plndall,  PitUn,  Plaaaanta, 


Bohytoi,  % 


Span^,  I 


Vxfiat,  Tfnill,  Teny,  TMn^tim,  Town- 

MDu,  i-aaEorMT' — '"'"    ■"-'—  "-'■ —   »"-"- ■ 

Noidi    CaoGa*. 


«rKMW(^,  Bill,  BoibouT  of  Tiiyiaia,  Bnbei  of  Ohio, 
BMMtt,  Beecber,  BeUiogw,  Cia|«r,  Cnlbraa^  Ed- 
-ward*,  Errin  of  Sontb  CanliiM,  Fonej,  FnlUr,  Gar- 
nett.  Halo, Hall orNart)iCaMliiu,BeAiBMr,H«niek, 
Sildtooek.  Hogg,  JobiMon  of  Kentnckf,  Xiimj,  Kirt- 
Und,  LawjM,  Heirill,  T.  M.  Nekoo,  Foindazla, 
FoTter,  (laariea,  Bkb.  BoberUon  of  Eeatnckj,  Row, 
Sawyer,  Shaw,  BiUmo,  Bal.  Smith,  Santbard,  Speed, 
Spencer,  Tair,  Trimble,  Tuckei  of  South  Carolina, 
Walka  of  Keotiuikj,  and  William  of  New  Totk. 

Whereapan  the  SereeaDt-nt-Aiint  brought  th« 
priaoiier  to  the  bar,  mod  the  Sfbakeb  piopounded 
to  him  the  following  intetrogatoriei,  to  which  he 
mnde  tbe  lepliee  thereto; 

1.  Do  yon  acknowledge  yonnatf  tobe  John  Aadar- 
■on.     Aiuioer,  Yea. 

3.  Did  jou  write  and  deliTor  to  Lewi*  William,  a 
member  of  Ihia  Howe,  the  btter  trf' which  a  cow  hai 
been  flmiiihed  tojon  W  the  Cl«ik7    jtu.  I  w- 

3.  From  what  part  of  the  d^  did  joa  write  Ihe  let' 
tori     Aiu.  I  wrote  it  at  Hi.  BMtoi's,where  Iboanl, 

4.  What  ii  the  amount  of  joor  ovm  claimi,  which 
yon  aie  attempting  to  liquidate!     Jru.  About  fS.OOO. 

6.  What  ia  the  amount  of  othen  which  yon    

IkitingT    Jfu.  About  9S  1,000. 

6.  Here  jon   anj  interaal  in  the   latter! 
Hone  of  a  peenuiarr  kind,  but  am  inflnenced  in  their 
psnuit  h  Kotivee  of  chnity. 

7.  Had  joa  nj  anthnit;  ftom  the  paraona  ] 
pieaant  to  make  the  <At  contained  in  yooi 
An*.  I  hare  a  genatal  powwotattomej  t*  do  te 
thonaalwouldiloteuyBal^buthadnor — ^---  -- 
to  make  that  or  any  other  ollec. 

8.  Are  yen  ecnnaiiilad  with  any  penoni  now  in  the 
«lly  BOlieUii^  the  claima  of  othenl  If  eo,  nam 
them.  An*.  I  am.  Then  ii  a  Hi.  Pomeioy,  who  ii 
•eliciting  hia  own  claim,  and  Col.  WatKin,  who  ii  ) 
geneial  agent. 

9.  Have  yon  made  any  other  oflei  to  any  pereon  1 
'-T.  No. 


II.  Who  ia  the  Mr.  Halbtrd  yon  mentien  in  Ike 
itter  t  Aiu.  He  i>  a  gentleman  I  became  ptttialiy 
Ofuaintad  wMt  during  th«  tronUee  at  the  Birer  Ba^ 

ttimetiUIei       " 

t(f  tbe  B 


Am*.  Hene  to 

'la.  HaTe  yon  any  witneaaia  to  examine,  oi  dofnoo 
make,  in  juatiflcation  oi  nptaaation  of  yew  eon- 
duct  1     If  yon  have,  the  Booee  k  now  ready  to  hear 

The  priaoDer  at  the  bar  then  called  upon  his 
ritaeuei,  tie:  Oeit.  HarrisoD,  Col.  Johnioit, 
memben  of  the  Honae;  Mr.  R.  J.  Heigi,  Poit- 
maiter  Oentnl ;  CapL  Orajr,  Mr.  Cyioi  Halbarl, 
Capl.  Larrabee,  Col.  Joseph  Wataoa,  Mr.  John 
H.  Piatt.  Capl.  8.  D.  RiebardKo,  Mr.  Pomctort 
Lieut.  Conway ;  who,  all  beiog  pTerionsly  bwmd, 
delfrered  in  their  tealimony. 

The  testimonr  was  QDifornf,  u  fat  u  the 
knowledge  of  the  wiioesaeB  extended,  in  giring 
the  accused  a  high  character  for  prohilr,  aorrect 
deportment,  and  patriotic  conduct.  It  u  tod  dif- 
fuse for  publication  entire.  That  of  Col.  B.  M. 
Johnson  ia  selected  as  a  specimen  of  the  genent 
tenor  of  the  CTidence. 

Mr.  JoBHBON,  baring  been  eaUed  on  by  the 
prisoner  to  gin  to  tha  House  any  infonmtioa 
in  hii  possession  touching  hia  character  aitd  coa- 
daet,  teati&ed  to  this  efieet :  That  hia  knowledge 
of  tbe  ebaracter  of  Col.  John  Aaderson  was  not  a^ 
riTed  BO  moeb  from  peraonal  tntereoune  aa  from 
the  information  of  others ;  bat,  so  ftr  me  hie  per- 
eonal  ioformBtioD  extended,  waa  eorrabormted  by 
it.  When  Mr.  J.  was  on  the  Northweitern  fron- 
tier, Col.  Anderaon  was  a  fugitire  from  Detroit, 
on  the  Rirer  Raisin,  ms  Mr.  J.  had  understood; 
and,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  fioDtier  of 
that  pmrt  of  tbe  United  Slates,  attached  himself 
to  the  mounted  regiment.  How  long  be  acted  in 
that  capacity  Mr.  J.  did  not  recollect.  As  Inr, 
said  Mr.  J.,  as  his  conduct  came  within  ny  "Vn 
knowledge,  I  considered  him  m  rery  gallut  wd 
a  Tery  tmrc  man.  In  relmiion  to  tiu  lafonnatioa 
be  lud  from  other  qomrteta,  llwre  waa  m  seietsl 
crasent  of  opinion  that  during  tba  war  Coloail 
Anderson  had  been  eouidwed  not  only  a  gmltaut 
and  patriotie  man,  hot  a  man  of  integrity,  wha 
had  made  ntMommoB  saeriBaes  of  nearly  mil  hi* 
property  from  bis  deroiion  to  dtc  eavse  of  the 
country.  Mr.  J,  said  he  did  aiaouBdentandfrom 
eereral  soarces,  that  Col.  Auderson,  at  the  risk 
of  his  own  life,  did,  at  the  Rirei  Raisin,  rescue 
indiriduali  from  the  hands  of  the  savages.  Ikb. 
J.  bad  further  understood,  be  said,  tbat  GoL  An* 
derson  had  refuMd  the  command  of  a  regiment, 
offered  to  him  by  tbe  British  commander,  whea 
Ihe  enemy  bad  poeaessjoq  of  that  eosatry ;  uA 
Ool.  ElliMt,  «D  being  preeaed  to  repeat  tha  idfor, 
smid,  that  he  knew  the  cbmiaeter  or  CfliL  Aaim- 
■on  foUy,  and  that  he  knew  he  wotild  aa  sooa 
submit  to  hare  hit  head  chopped  off  aa  to  aceept 
of  it.  Of  John  Anderson,  said  Mr.  J.,  in  relation 
to  his  conduct  to  me  at  the  last  session  and  at  tUt 
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H.  opR. 


Out  fg  Cblotu/  imdenon. 


Jakdabt,  1 


1  can  uy,  wilhoui  piejudice  to  tin  m«ritt  of  «tb- 
ers,  I  have  neycT  known  an  iodividiial,  whow 
buet  *eTe  %a  great,  ud  vbo  knew  I  was  dis- 
powd  to  adrocate  hia  «la»w,  ts  uke  i^>  aa  littla 
of  mj  tiioa,  sad  to  te  aa  Badnt  hi  HWiatf  hu 
daina.    All  Ihme  cira«ait«Dca*  toptter   '    ' 


Mftrin^  mil  attftiffbMttnt  of  lobs  Aodenon  in 
the  «uw  of  ibe  cMmttr  dnrjng  Ac  war,  &c. 

Id  tbe  coarse  of  the  e»iniiiaiioQB«f  witnei  . 
in  tbe  tiltiag  of  tbia  day^  id  tbe  eue  of  Ckdonel 
AnderaoD,  the  following  moidantt  arote: 

CeUmet  Jottph  WaUoa,  one  of  the  witneaaet, 
being  called  a  second  line  br  the  Spsuuit,  w 
qnesiioned  and  answered  as  foHowa: 

QuetHan.  I  ttMBcht  I  nBdeHtood  you  ta  i^  ll 
j«n  lud  aone  claim*  on  the  Goremmaiit  Tsnraalf  I 

ATUwer.  No,  dr,  I  am  ^eat  fix  tlw  wttlMMBt  af 
dainu,  for  which  pnrjioae  I  have  opened  an  agtaej  in 
Ifai*  city,  whers  I  receive  daimi  from  eiery  part  of  the 
conntn. 

Q.  Haa  it  been  cDilomarr,  do  yon  know,  in  an; 
eaaei  whaterer,  Iliat  any  of  the  olBcen  of  the  Oorera* 
ment,  in  cettHnK  daimi,  bave  receind  6an  tlie  dum- 
ante  any  omupnmtleti  Ae  extn  aatrieea ! 

A,  I  praanme  tlie  qoeitian  if  expected  te  be  an> 
al  koowMge :  1  torn  M  pereenal 
■■ek  comi>enaaik«i  kavlng  bai 


I  praiami 

d&oa  DM 


liceat  and,  if  yoa  have,  A*m  whom  1 
A-  I  ka*e  lieard  aacli  tUnie  tali 
iBtawkoBl 


Q,  Spedfr,  if  yon  can,  who  gave  you  the  iofimia- 
tlon,  and  what  deika  wue  namad. 

A.  bifaimatien  ol  that  toti  wai  receited  by  ma  in 
a  letter  liem  a  pereoa  of  the  name  of  Samnel  How, 
who  reeidM  near  Prsqne  Ue,  who  nld  that  he  bad 
mgaged  to  pay  a  partunbr  dnfc  flre  doDan  Ibr  ob- 
t^ing  a  tad  Warrant  ftw  Um. 

9-  Da  yen  rMoUeet  the  name  af  tbe  deik  * 

X  not  aemuidely  cMgh  to  repeat;  bnt  the  letter 
In  at  the  diapoMl  oFAa  Hmuat  if  it  cbooee*  to  eaU  (to 
lb  I  hare  nm  impiinjan  aa  to  tbe  naiM,  bat  not  •• 
•tear  and  dnrtitKC  ai  to  |ii«  II  in  afidenaa. 

Bj/  lie  %>nktr.r~3mg  tbe  ktter  with  yoa  to  Ibe 

Honu  tD-BIMTOW. 


The  witnesa  iken  mired,  but  was  agaiii  called 
ud  interrogated : 

Tke  Spealter.  Ii  that  etni^e  Initsnee  yon  bare  n- 
Ikered  to  tbe  only  one  yon  have  beatd  of  7 

9/itittn.  I  weald  itale  to  the  Hooee  that  I  am  nrj 
wiHiag  to  albrd  it  all  tka  infennalioa  U  ay  power  to 
lAri,  wUcb  it  nay  raqaiie.  Bat  I  euanot  bat  0M6, 
that  1  fed  a  driieasy  in  tn»jin«inj  tba  nanni  of  par- 
MaiB  who  Imve  been  lepeitad  te  act  aa  agwata.  B^ng 
a^elf  an  agent,  I  might  be  nupeetad  of  is^nfer 
■MIJTca  for  maUng  enoh  ■  diBdoeaie.  Ba^  beug 
voder  oath,  if  the  Houae  inliata,  I  DOat  ob^. 

The  Speaktr. — The  Eouie  iniUta  on  yVQi  reply  to 
the  quNtioD. 


'WUneu-'l  yitcmtA,  Aen,  to  ftOarm  lAat  is  aew 
my  du^.  UndenlandiBB  now  that  I  am  heidnndKan 
obligation  to  atateaTetytkiag.erenai  to  ^«enl  intt- 
nalioD,  that  1  have  IimkI,  1  proca^  I^va  nndei^ 
■tood,  tiiat,  in  tbe  Jand  benn^  office,  there  tw  — 

Tkos  &i  bad  tk«  wit*e<a  ipraaeded,  Vhea  fa« 
wai  inlenapted. 

Mr.  Gobi  toit^  kDd  ^tmricmet)  tbe  propriety  of 
going  itiio  an  nqtiity  of  tbe  kind  now  eora- 
mcDcibg,  in  ibis  niaaner.  The  Houte,  be  admit- 
ted, bad  a  right  to  the  informaiion  itw*s  now 
propoaed  to  obtain  :  but  it  ought  to  be  saiight  in 
a  proper  maoDer.  He  pat  k  to  Ihe  Hoase,  iriie> 
ther,  by  ihis  kind  of  looee  infonnation,  tbe  rapn- 
(atioD  of  probablf  good  men  oi^bt  to  be  eipoasd 
to  public  Dbloqay  on  mere  ramor  and  iDliiua- 
tion?  He  was  wiUing  at  all  tfiaea,  l«  give  bit 
Toie  for  cxpoaiBg  unpreper  coadvct,  b«H  h*  winbed 
H  done  bf  evideoee,  which  ito  ba*n«r  waa  ttot. 
Mr.  HcLHBS,  (ri*  HkBcaekitaett^  Mid,  If  what 
the  WitBeaa  bad  ta  state  was  fnm  toting  fa* 
should  deaira  i«  tiear  it ;  bat  if  frott  twnar  bmc- 
Jr,  be  ahovld  ^estion  cxieedfngly  wbeAn  tbe 
Houae  oBfitl  to  inpeaeh  tbe  npntatt«B'of  kny 
iitdivUitar  ID  the  GorttnaieBi  Vy  titia  aort  of 
1<M»M  io^Birr.  He  sumtied  ikat  tbe  ftpoAer 
sfaauH  ihlwi  tfa*  iniiiury  ta  to  tba  eMtte  «r  Utt 
informnUati  abe«l  eo  be  ataied  by  ibe  Witnesc, 
toAn  tba  Buoe  of  ««y  elerk  Wu  meatimbd. 

Mr.  fivKOTsn  r^rened  ttiat  be  deemMt  it 
Decenary  to  make  sotne  lemai'kt.  Tbroagb  the 
ptogreseof  this  bosines^  besiid  be  b«di«D)a!aed 
■Heat,  being  willing  to  be  insinicted  bjr  the  wia- 
dom  of  others  more  exftrienced  in  Hibltc  busi- 
ness than  biuiBelf.  But  be  comidered  lbs  conrae 
now  proposed  as  certainly  incorrecl,  involring 
ihe  eharaelei  of  tadi*idualt  Wb«n  they  bad  no 
oppoftaaiiy  of  defending  themseres  in  such  a 
mannet  as,  wiihont  jost  cause,  might  blast  their 
repmkiion  forever.  It  was  eentliriy  a  eertect 
principle;  one  which  would  ever  guide  biscoime, 
to  iuTeaiigaie  tbe  coedtiet  of  puwc  serranu,  «nd 
10  prob«  corruption  n>  its  scarce.  Tbl*  was  an 
impoMani  duty,  panJcalarir  eaeflded  (o  this 
House.  But,  he  raid,  in  performiog  that  duiy^  it 
becBtue  the  Hoaie  id  pursue  ihe  coone  wbicb 
teuon  prescribe*,  and  Usage  sancliona,  by  a  spe. 
cial  ioauiry  into  Ibal  sulgect.  la  inquiring  into 
the  gniTi  at  innocence  of  John  Anderson,  are  we 
to  iufolTe,  by  loose  implicatioB,  tbe  obametn  of 
tbe  offieers  »f  oar  Govemcneat  1  SkaU  wfc  by 
such  a  course,  overwhdaa,  fts  willi  a  UigMnc 
mildeWj  thecharaoken  of  wca,  in  some  inlattees 
pvi  wtdt  laogtb  of  ytan,  in  othere  of  y««ha 
ruing  tnta  life  atottud  the  pantttal  board  1  Tkia 
is  a  ooima,  lald  Mr.  L~  dert^wry  to  ibe  Home, 
and  injurious  to  the  ianriduala,  Who,  Aongh  in- 
Koee&tj  may  be  aeeouated  olberwiae  by  rumor. 
If  anpicioa  rested  on  tbemiud  of  any  member  of 
inaltersatlon  in  office,  let  a  committee  be  raised, 
as  Usual,  to  inquire  ioio  it.  It  became  it  Tepobli- 
can  OoTerameni,  based  in  Tirtue  and  iUiAgriiy, 
to  inresiigate  imputed  fraud,  on  the  first  augges- 
tion  of  it :  and,  if  ii  exislSj  to  drive  it  from  among 
.  He  Battered  himself  that  the  House  would 
It  at  present  proceed  further  in  this  business. 
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The  SmuH  nid,  tie  Imd  to  snggMtdo  thi 
House,  Ibat,  ntilf,  he  hid  hiuuetf  do  iofomiB- 
tiou  on  this  tnbjeei  previoDs  lo  the  examiaation 
of  the  wiinem,  whteh  he  bad  not  aniicipatei 
iroald  lead  to  the  de*elopmeDt  of  circamataDcei 
trhich  be  did  not  mtpeci.  But  the  qDHiion  lie 
had  put  was  pretenied  to  faim  hj  k  member  tot 
that  porpose.  The  witoen  ■oivering  the  ques- 
tion, with  a  qDNlifleation  as  to  his  penooal  knowl- 
edge, he  (the  BpEakbh)  bad  thonght  it  neces- 
smry,  and  yet  ihonght  it  necetsiiy  to  pntsoe  the 
iDqairy— iiot  that  ramor  would  he  a  fit  groand  to 
act  on,  bat  sa  ft  would  develope  the  source 
irhence  accurate  ioformation  eoutd  be  obtained. 

Ur.  T.  M.  Neusor  pressed  the  House  to  pro- 
ceed io  the  inquiry.  He  hoped  end  beiiered  that 
eTcry  branch  of  the  OoTeroment  was  pure  and 
jneofniptifale;  but,  said  he,  the  smallest  pecula- 
tion haring  crept  into  an;  department  of  oat 
Qovernment,  wheiber  distingniihed  for  auihoritjr 
or  servitude,  let  as  nip  it  in  the  bad ;  and  if  it  be 
found  to  exist  but  in  the  lowest  grides  of  service, 
I  sfaatl  rejoice.  Vice  and  immMaliijr  can  be  best 
attacked  and  exterminated  when  in  the  germ. 

Mr.  Taluiadoe  was  under  the  impression  that 
it  wonld  be  irresniar  in  the  House  to  permit  its 
attention  to  be  drawn  off  from  ilie  case  of  John 
Anderson  to  an  entirely  diflbrent  snbject.  Hr. 
T.  said  that  enongli  had  alteadr  transpired,  wfih 
some  intimations  De  had  heard,  and  indeed  bad 
seen  in  the  public  prini^  to  determine  him.  if  no 
other  memtwr  did.  to  submit  a  proposition  for  in- 
quiry into  this  sUDJeet  He,  therefore,  look  this 
occasion  to  say  to  this  House,  that,  when  in  or- 
der, he  wonM  offer  a  resolution  to  that  effect: 
and  suggceted  that  the  Honse  sbonid  now  proceed 
ia  the  trial  of  John  Anderson. 

The  Snaaaa  said,  the  only  point  for  the 
Honse  to  decide  was,  whether  the  House  should 
or  riionli!  not  proceed  in  the  examination  of  iho 
witness  before  them. 

Ur.  Cobb  did  not  wish  to  be  nndentood,  in 
the  few  observatiDDs  he  hsd  made  to  desire  to 
igation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
lent  of  any  grade;  which,  if 
pTopoBcd,  he  was  as  witling  as  any  one  to  snpporL 
Bat  srtiat  earthly  relation,  be  asked,  eoild  ifaere 
be  between  the  Acts  the  witness  was  iboni  to 
derelope,  and  the  case  of  John  Anderson  1  Sop- 
posing  the  fact  established  that  clerks  In  the  pub- 
lic offices  bad  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  bnbes, 
he  did  not  see  how  that  fact  woald  male  John 
Anderson  more  innocent  or  more  gailiy.  He 
objeeted  to  this  procedure,  moreover,  of  holding 
up  tbe  chancier*  of  onr  officers  improperly  before 
the  public.  Those  officers  are  not  here  to  speak 
for  ttiemselves;  and  a  verr  little  thing,  spoken  io 
this  way,  might  go  to  the  destrocuon  of  tbdr 
character.  In  a  proper  manner,  he  added,  none 
would  more  ebeerfnlly  second  any  motion  for  Jn- 
qain^  into  these  matters, 

Mr.  HoLJHEs,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  was 
well  aware  that,  when  under  the  influence  of 
any  particular  excitement,  there  is  danger  that 
we  may  act  wrongly.  We  were  in  a  tittle  dan- 
ger, said  he,  the  other  day,  and  should  (ike  caii< 


iT.'i 


tion  from  experienee.  When  the  question  wis 
first  pni  to  toe  wiinets,  and  he  hesitated  to  an- 
swer, Mr.  H.  confessed  he  had  felt  his  curiosity 
excited,  and  he  wished  to  hear  his  answer ;  bat, 
when  the  suggestion  was  made  that  the  answer 
of  the  witness  might  operate  to  injure  the  char- 
letsr  of  one  who  was  entirely  innocent,  he  said 
he  had  paused.  Enough  had  occurred  lo  eoa- 
vinee  him  that  u  ioqairy  should  be  made,  aa4 
he  was  about  lo  put  a  motion  lo  ifaat  effect  oa 
paper.  But,  on  more  mature  consideratiM,  h* 
tboiiffat  that  the  House  woald  be  mors  cool  ia 
the  BwmtDg,  and  belter  prepared  to  act.  Ho, 
therefore,  uored  to  adjonrn ;  and  the  tnoiitHt 
WIS  agreed  to. 

FaiWT,  January  16. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  i  petition  of  the  Lwtsla* 
live  Council  and  House  of  Representatires  of  the 
Territory  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the  said  Tetri- 
'~  ~  may  be  farmed  into  a  Btaie  government, 
that  the  State,  when  formed,  may  be  admit- 
into  the  Uaion,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States;  which  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Pope,  Ci^iborme.Jobm- 
aoH  of  Kentocky,  SriHOU,  and  Wbitxax,  were 
appointed  the  commUiee. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBON,  of  LoHisiaaa,  from  the  Con- 
millee  on  tbe  PobUe  Lands,  nade  a  repoit  oa  the 
petition  of  George  Pearson,  whieh  Was  mmI) 
when,  Mr.  R.  repotted  a  biU  for  the  rtllef  ef 
Oeorge  Pearson ;  which  mn  riad  twro^  and  eo»* 
milled  to  a  Gomtntttee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  R.alM>  reportedi  bill  for  the  relief  af  lata 
Jones;  which  was  read  twice,  and  eommllled 
lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Hr.  RoBBHTiOK,  from  the  Commilt«e  oa  the 
Pablie  Land&  to  whom  bad  been  conmiued  the 
bill  from  thB  Benaie,  entitled  "  Ao  act  to  proride 
for  pajring  to  tlie  Slate  of  Indiana  ihiw  par  eent. 
of  the  ne^  proeeeds  arisiui  ftoro  tbe  mhs  of  the 
tates  lands  within  the  sanM."  rntarted 
tbe  same  Wttheut  ataeBdmeai ;  lad  ihe  hw  was 
eommflted  to  t  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HnoA  Nelboji,  frotq  the  ComiMUee  ok 
tbe  Judiciary,  reponed  a  bill  to  provide  for  ltl|b 

fublieition  of  the  taws  of  the  Uaired  States  and 
>r  other  purposes ;  whieh  Wis  reid  twice,  and 
cotnmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  fipEAKBR  hid  before  the  House  a  letier 
froitl  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  iransmlttiBg 
the  annual  siatemeot  of  the  tonnage  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  81st  of  December,  1816 ;  whieh 
as  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
A  message  received  yesterday  fVoin  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes,  in  relation  totheeliim 
of  the  represenlBlives  of  the  late  Ctron  de  Beau- 
marchais,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Corofflil- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

THE  PUBUC  OFFICES. 
ipBiEEB  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  be  had  received  from  Joseph 
Watson,  the  witness  who  was  yesterday  inierro- 
gited  on  the  snbjeet  referred  lo  in  the  litter: 
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T7u  PubUe  t^eet. 


Jakbabt,  1S18. 


WitBHrvTOT,  Jaaaary  16, 1S18, 
'Bik  :  I  Mindiy  with  llie  iDJimctiou  of  Ihi  Hoom,  in 
fltang  bI  ill  diq>Mil  llie  Igtl«r  cUndsd  M  in  the  an- 
nrei  giTin  bjr  me  yeaterdaj  to  >  qaestion  vhich  wu 
onexpectedlj  propoiinded.  Althoagh  (he  letter  will 
nMfc  fer  itMl^  ret,  in  reftnnee  to  mj«el(  I  ebanU 
«baerTe  lliat  at  the  tine  llie  question  wm  BiHwered, 


e  lettar  wlienhrij  men 
n  named  wa«  allMlMd  t 


Ae  oSoe  of  the  SeaMaij  of  War :  that  iaipraman 
MUl  hiTe  originated  at  the  time  of  nading  the  letter, 
ftom  A»  aimilaritjof 


toaiplain 

foaMMaJ 

to  llw  anbiaot  about  which  I  had  bean 

fy,  and  haaitated  ibr  the  pntpoaa  ^  i 

right  to  N<OM  an  annrar,  ana  the  expediuiejr  of  loo- 

j  acting' nyaelf  to  the  impUeaiiMH  wUeh  wonld  have 

bMB  Ae  concomitanta  of  that  nftiaaL 

Unwilling  to  bo  diwnd  bvfiin  tho  «)ro  of  the  pab- 
Ce,  on  a  quMtien  to  whkh  (adterting  to  mv  punnita) 
•0  much  delica^  i*  attached,  I  tmit  it  wiU  not  daio- 
gato  from  tlu  bigh  reipaot  I  esteTtaia  for  the  honora- 
ble bodj  OTer which ;oti,air,hava  the  houoi  to  preaide, 
that  I  wonld  itate  that  the  infonnation  which  I  ba*e 
been  called  upon  to  a&ord,  may  ba  offidallj  obtained 
turn  the  Tiaanuei'a  wamnt  book,  and  the  isport  of 
the  SaerMarj  of  War,  which  wa*  aome  time  aiuoe 
oaUed  An-  br  tha  Honaa.  I  will  add,  hewerar,  that, 
npudlaaa  of  tha  eonaaqnancea,  I  iball  endeavor  to 
•oqnil  m7B«tf  of  idt  dut;  idiich  the  injnnctmn  of  the 
booiaable  Honae  of  Bc^eaentatina  maj  reqnira  hota 
na,  I  oaunat  refrain  to  expnai  mj  bdtief  that  then 
aia  deika  who  tianiaet  agentrf  bnnuea^  whoaa  small 
■alaiiea  and  lam  hnulies  cannot  ftil  to  palliate  the 
i^nepneh  of  uu  conn*. 

I  hate  the  honor,  air,  Ac. 

JOB.  WATSON. 

[The  letter  eoeloMd  stales  toertlr  that  he  bad 
cmplored  Mr.  L.  Bdwardi  to  procure  certatn 
eUina  for  him  at  fire  dollars  each,  ^c] 

The  letter  haring  been  read — 

Mi.  HouiEfl,  of  Masstehoiella,  offered  for  cod- 
iideralion  the  following  reaolntioo: 

Seiohed,  Thst  a  eanuuttea  be  appoioled  to  ini^nire 
whelhei  any  and  what  idaiks  or  otlMi  officMn  in  eithai 
<^  tha  DaMitoianla,oT  in  anj  offico  at  the  Seat  of  the 

"—■ wal  Ooreiami   ■    *  ' — *' " 

officdiJ  dutiea ,     .    

to  lend  foi  peiTCiu  and  paper*. 

Mr.  CouiTON  objected  to  thia  inqntrr  now, 
liBce  iLe  letter  just  read  had  shown  that  toe  per- 
eoD  lefened  to  resterdav  wa*  not  a  clerk;  and 
there  lemained  no  probable  gronnd  on  which  to 
iiutiiiiie  an  inquiry.  If  my  sentleinaD  woald 
say  be  had  probable  caiue  to  belieTe  in  malpixe- 
ticoa  by  the  clerks,  there  woold  be  a  groand  for 
Ibe  proceeding. 

Mr.  TALLiiA.noB  intimated  that  in  lotne  dii- 
uiils  of  tbe  country  an  inapressioo  did  prevail 
on  the  minds  of  some  penons  thai  there  were 
incorrect  and  eoUuiire  practices  in  tbe  public 
offices.  The  time  had  not  long  passed,  be  said, 
when  ha  had  been  one  of  those.  He  explained  a 
particular  circnmstaace,  of  extremely  forbidding 
aspect,  which,  on  bis arriral here,  he  nad  thought 
it  hi*  doty  to  inqoire  into,  and  whieb,  on  the 


inquiry,  had  been  cleared  up  to  bia  eMire  md*- 
faction.  He  thcrefoie  urged,  as  enspicioas  weia 
afloat,  which  the  boDoc  of  ttte  OoTerament  re- 
quired should  be  cleored  np,  it  waa  cqaaiiy  due 
to  the  individual*  imptieated  and  to  tbecoDotry 
that  the  inquiry  aboald  proceed. 

Mt.  HoLUEB  explained  his  Tiewa  in  offcrinr 
the  resolution,  aitd  specifically  stated,  at  a  foon- 
daiion  for  it,  that  he  had  been  infarmed  that  thert 
was  eeruin  busiaes*  which  the  clerk*  did  witttia 
certain  hours  ;  ibal  for  what  the^  did  afler  thoae 
boors,  in  some  cases  compensation  had  been  re- 
ceived from  claimsDls.  He  did  not  say  the  fact 
was  so,  but  the  tumor  afforded  a  fit  occasion  for 
inquiry;  for,  really,  he  added,  if  all  the  clerk* 
now  employed  in  tbe  public  offices  were  not  snf- 
ficieni  to  do  the  public  busioesf  in  such  a  maaaer 
as  ta  make  it  uunecesury  for  a  claimaoi  to  em- 
ploy an  agent  to  get  it  done,  it  was  high  time  to 
remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  CoKSTOCK  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
agreed  to ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  expressed  his 
pteaaare  in  eiving  testimony  to  the  honorable  and 
correct  conduct  of  the  clerks  in  the  public  officea, 
as  far  as  he  was  acquainted  with  it.  Some  aua- 
picioDs,  however,  to  the  contrary  had  gone  abroad, 
and  that  was  a  lufficient  reason  for  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  pABBia  WIS  also  in  favor  of  tbe  motion; 
not  that  he  had  any  knowledge  of  frauds  in  the 
office*.  But,  as  has  been  said,  certain  office  houia 
have  been  established,  say  from  10  to  3.  Having 
bad  considerable  bosiness  to  do  for  his  constiluents 
with  the  public  offices,  he  had  found  it  iavariaUy 
the  caEB  that  the  heads  of  the  offices  were  (faere 
attending  to  business  before  the  clerks  belonging 
to  them.  There  were  clerks,  he  said,  who  were 
for  days  together  not  at  their  office.  This,  he  aai^ 
was  a  subject  of  some  interest  to  the  public,  and 
ought  to  be  inquired  into.  At  present  the  clerk* 
come  when  they  please,  and  turn  the  key  aud  go 
when  they  please. 

Mr.  HABaiBON  said,  he  could  not  cooceire  it 
possible  that,  for  the  conduct  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Pabrib,  the  clerks  were  as  much  to  blame  as  tbe 
Heads  of  Departmeou  who  permitted  it ;  aad 
who  ought,  therefore,  to  come  in  for  their  share 
of  tbe  inquiry. 

Mr.  Stobro  said,  that  the  particular  alJegatioD, 
whether  true  or  false  he  did  not  know,  waa  of 
misconduct  on  the  pan  of  the  clerk*  in  the  public 
offices.  The  resolation,  embracing  in  its  scope  tbe 
whole  machinery  of  Government,  did  not  aflord  to 
the  committee  any  indication  of  the  particular  in- 
quiry they  were  expected  to  make.  If,  on  every 
occasion  of  mete  rumor,  the  House  was  to  ap- 
point committees  to  investigate  tbe  conduct  of 
all  theoffieers  of  the  Government,  there  was  an  end 
at  once  to  legislation,  for  vhicb  no  time  would 
be  left  Rather  he  said,  let  every  inquiry  be 
limited  to  the  object;  then  some  good  may  be 
expected  to  result  from  it.  He  moved  to  amend 
tbe  motion  so  as  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the 
committee  only  to  inquire  "whether  any  and 
what  clerks,  in  any  of  the  public  offices,  have  re- 
ceived any  other  compensation  than  that  pre- 
scribed by  law." 
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Mr.  Roaa  vu  in  fitror  of  the  inqnirr.  The 
clerka  Id  iha  officu,  be  uid,  hare  no  riglit  to  te- 
CBivepar  foT  extra  serricea;  and  there  waa  daagei 
aueadiiv  tike  practice,  when  it  was  recolleeted 
of  what  nature  were  ihedntiei  confided  to  mnnr  of 
them  i  that  of  larDtiniziiig  aeeoanla,  in  rcgud  to 
whioh  il  wu  felf-erideat  how  much  depended 
on  the  iniegrin  of  the  elerke.  He  wu  the  more 
indneed  toaenre  thi«  inaiiiry,  from  haring  heard 
it  Tomoiad,  bdbre  he  lot  home,  that  the  eletka 
here  do  reeeire  par  to  a  eonaidenible  amonnt,  for 
KClinc  ■■  agenli,  and  g:ettinff  bniinese  tbrpngh 
lbs  office*.  If  so,  he  hoped  eDch  rrgalatieni 
iroald  be  adopted,  ai  ihould  pat  them  be; ond  the 
reach  of  temptations  too  atrona  for  hnman  nature. 
Mr.  UoLMU  opposed  the  limitation  proposed 
by  Mr.  BToana.  Whilst  we  are  not  over-jealous, 
Mid  be,  1  hope  we  sUall  not  be  orer-delicaie  in 
resatd  to  pobtic  officers.  He  did  not  think  ihi* 
W»>  a  lime  when  the  House  ought  to  feel  aoy 
mrticolar  delieacr  on  the  subjeol.  We  are  told 
there  i«  moner  eooogh  in  the  Treasury,  aod  lo 
■pare ;  the  uiperfiuitjr  is  a  tempUlion  to  use  it. 
Tb«  time  of  traaqoillitr ;  the  present  moment, 
irbeB  parties  are  not  worryia^  each  other,  is  the 
tinie  to  look  at  the  reep^sibilltf  of  ibe  (Acer* 
of  the  Ooreniment.  Liet  n*  not  be  too  delicate 
in  oar  ioqniries ;  if  the  officer  be  an  honest  men, 
if  he  be  a  faithfal  ageot,  he  will  eoort  ifaj*  in. 
qoiry ;  if  otherwise,  it  is  no  reason  for  our  shritik< 
iof  from  it,  that  it  will  be  disagreeable  lo  faim. 

Mr.  Lowudib  slated  a  fact,  bearing  on  this 
qaestion,  which  had  come  to  big  knowledge 
that,  rumors  bsTioe  reached  ibeir  ears  of  iocor 
reel  practice*  in  the  offices,  under  the  color  of 
agencies,  the  Heads  of  DeparimenO  were  d< 
etating  on  a  rule  to  piohibtt  all  elerki  from 
ing  as  tgenlB.  Permission  had  peibapa  been  oc- 
easionaUr  given,  under  the  impression  that  il 
wcHiU  be  a  general  benefit  for  eleik*  to  act  as 
agents;  but  an  impression  nppeered  to  exii[,how 
correetljr  he  did  not  saf,  that  this  permission  had 
been  ■ometime*  abtwed. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Srome  was  negatived,  in 
the  end. 

Bome   fhrther    conversation   on   amendments 
took  place ;  when 

Hr.  F1N0A.LL  objected  to  this  resolution,  be. 
cause  of  its  indefinite  extent,  and  because  it  pro- 
posed iaqiiities  which  were  expressly  the  dnlyof 
more  than  one  standing  committee  of  the  House, 
He  agreed  that  ibis  House  ought  to,  have  a  gen- 
eral inqaisilorial  power  to  examine  and  detect 
■buses  i  but  he  said,  in  making  this  inquiry,  [he 
House  was  about  to  atsnma  tiiat  power  over  the 
different  department*  of  the  Government,  which 
belonged  to  the  Exeeative,  and  would  in  so  doing 
impair  the  Executive  responsibility  j  for  wbioh 
reason,  strtnglr  urged,  Mr.  V.  wu  opposed  to 
the  inquiry.  He  wu  also  opposed  to  it,  beeaiue 
it  wu  not  lupponed  by  facts  to  the  extent 
which  it  went;  and  because  it  nropoaed  to  lea- 

Ce  on  one  committee  b  general  inquiry  too  1 
ions  for  them  to  perform.    If  the  committee 


Hr.  Bloohpimij)  called  for  the  yeai  and  ■»* 

I  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  resolve.  He 
wanted  to  see,  he  said,  who  were  for  forming 
thi*  Home  into  an  inquisition.  He  ceunred  the 
present  proceeding  strongly,  u  without  founda- 
tion, and  tending  to  lake  reaponsibiUty  from  those 
to  whom  it  belonged. 

Hr.AiraTiii  urged  the  inquiry  proposed.  When 
the  bands  of  rapacity  were  extendea,  and  eormp- 
tion  had  been  proffered  to  this  House,  would  the 
House  refuse  to  inquire  into  alleged  abuses  of  a 
similar  character  m  other  departments  of  the 
Oovernment?    We,  the  Representatives  of  the 

Kople  (satd  he)  may  be  couidered  u  the  Qrand 
ry  of  tlie  Nation ;  and,  when  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  any  officer  of  the  Ooverament, 
whatever  be  bis  situailon,  bu  conducted  bimsaU' 
incorrectly  in  bis  station,  it  is  out  duty  to  bring 
him  before  us,  10  answer  for  hi*  conduct. 

Hr.  EnwAKue  said  he  was  no  advocate  for  an 
inquisition,  and  yet  be  should  vote  for  the  resolve. 
Nor  wu  he  so  uncharitable  as  to  suppose  the  in- 
quiry would  result  to  ihe  prejudice  of  the  public 
officers.  A  sense  of  justice  to  them,  together 
with  a  desire  to  ferret  out  ^nilt,  if  it  existed,  in- 
duced him  to  favor  an  inquiry  into  the  justice  of 
suspicions,  whieh  however,  appeared  to  him  to 
rest  on  a  slender  basis. 

Hr.  Rich,  not  being  satisfied  in  bis  own  mind 
u  to  the  proprietjr  of  the  peesent  course,  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Hr.  WaiTiuN,  thinking  the  proposed  inquiry 
would  infringe  on  the  lesponsibAity  of  the  Heidx 
of  Dejpanmeots,  and  that  it  moreover  involved  a 
sort  01  scrutiny  into  the  minulic  of  the  public 
offices,  not  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
House,  proposed  to  amend  the  resolve  so  u  that 
it  should  only  direct  the  Heads  of  the  several 
Departments  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  and  re- 

Sort  thereon  to  the  House.  [But  his  motion  was 
eclarej  not  to  be  in  order.] 
Ur.  SooTBAUD  Slid  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
so  much  opposition  made  to  an  inquiry  of  this 
sort;  which  he  had  never  witnessed  on  any 
former  o«cuioD. 

The  question  was  at  length  taken  on  the  reso- 
lution, which  was  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 
COLONEL  ANDEBaOirS  CABE. 
John  Anderson  wu  then  remanded  to  the  bu 
of  the  Hoose,  and  proceeded  in  the  farther  exast- 
aiiofi  of  his  wiineeeee. 

OflBeral  P.  B.  Porter,  William  (yNeale^  aad 
W.  P.  Raihboae,  were  t"  " " 


ihboae, 
shalfof 


0  him  this 


be  appointed  were  willing  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bility, be  wai  not  wiUing  to  impose  it  on  them. 


then 
wu  to  the  same  edfeet  u  ihni  give 

Hr.  WiUJaHl,  of  North  Carolina,  v 
called  apon  by  the  accused,  who  put  tc 
qnesiion ; 

ViwsMmi.  Wd  I  ever  directly  or  indirectly,  by  any 
verbal  oooiaMinleation,  ofiar  yon  any  rawsrd  01  indDee- 
Dent,  to  influnce  voor  ffood  opimoD  in  &vot  of  my 
daim,  or  t^  any  other  dsimi  T 

Jfwtoer.  Ton  never  mads  me  any  verbs!  oStr  of  the 

Colond  Andetim.  That  is  all  I  wished  the  House 
to  know  Erom  yonc  tertimony. 
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B,  if  71m  kad  ma^  tm  M17 
mA  nKtt,  tke  HouM  wonM  bava  kaowii  it,  mthonl 
TMrMkiDgit. 

Mr.  Wilson,  orPenaif  Irania,  being  alio  called 
upon,  testified  that  CoIODel  Aadersoa  bid  dis' 
claimed,  od  fiadiag  that  the  letter  had  ofleoiJed 
Mt.  Williaus,  any  inteutioD  of  oSeriDg  the  no- 
nef  to  bim  with  waj  oiber  riew  than  ai  «  1 — 
pcDBatioti  for  extra  ttoable. 

Od  further  questions  bf  the  SpEAEea  to  John 
Anderson,  ii  appears  thai  the  accased  is  a  nKtive 
of  Scotland,  came  to  ibi>  country  at  three  yean 
old,  and  it  a  naturalized  ciliien. 

The  Speaker  then  said,  he  had  been  instracied 
to  propoand  to  the  prisoner  the  following  ii 
rogRiory,  to  which  Colonel  AadersoD  made  the 
reply  lubjoined: 

ffuation.  la  writinB  the  letter  to  Lewi*  Willianu, 
member  of  Ibli  Honee  from  North  CaroIiDa,  Id  which 
yoD  offer  lo  him  the  cam  of  file  hundred  dotUn,  lor 
■aivieei  to  be  peilbnnad  bj  him  in  ndation  to  dmii 
fbr  loaei  lUMaiDed  dnrins  the  late  war,  had  70Q 
had  jva  not  any  inteBtioo  to  indoca  hiin  to  iimart 
year  dainu  a^anut  hia  own  comictiona  of  tbrir  jna- 
liw,ar  to  iniertee  with  the  diaehargeof  hja  lepalaiiTe 
taliea,  ot  to  olftr  any  eoKtampt  or  inffignily  to  the 
Honae  of  Repie—nlaM*«»  1 

Aiuwtr.  No,  air — I  call   Ood  to  witoMa  to 


The  accased  waa  then  qaeslioned  whether  be 
had  other  witnesses  to  examine;  he  replied  in 
the  n^aiive.  The  Speakeb  then  called  upon 
bim  for  the  defence  which  he  had  intimated  it 
waa  hit  intention  to  offer. 

The  prisoner,  then  addressing  the  Chair,  With 
macb  earneatness.  In  a  brief  manner,  staled  the 
same  palliations  of  the  offence  with  which  he  stood 
charged,  as  are  explained  more  ai  large  in  the 
following  address,  which  he  concladedliy  delir- 
ering  to  the  Clerk,  by  whom  it  was  read : 

"  Arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the  bif  heal  tribanal  of  the 
nation,  fdr  an  alleged  infringement  e{  ita  nii^iegea, 
an  attack  upon  iU  digni^,  ai^  the  honor^ila  telutga 
of  one  of  ita  memben^  to  express  the  sincera  regret  I 
experience,  and  to  apoUwice  for  the  eiior  I  have  eon- 
mitted,  onght  not  to  tofin.  To  UmI  M7  and  lo 
Byael(  I  owe  an  Mtplanalion  of  the  aotiVM  tAMi 
goMrtied  my  conAieL  That  I  have  been  fcond  in 
the  ranka  of  our  coontry'a  intmimn,  ts  hnown  to 
mmj ;  wd  Oat  I  have  anataiMd  a  Aarattet  mblMn> 
idMi  traayactwUeh  alto«U«riB«m  my  wiOend 
eheehi,  has  bean  amnly  pieif  n  to  TOO,  In  wen,  wkoae 
— a  — — :— J  |„  1^  gtealert  boon  of  uenL  Hm 
e  tatewat 


It  of  the  ._  _ 

Iqr  all  the  eoafbrta  of  lift ;  blaaaej  with  a  •oSeien^ 
of  pioperty  to  eoaUe  me  to  wipe  &on  the  face  of  im- 
tnaa  Uh  Uling  tear,  and  to  flatter  mraelf  that  want 
waa  not  to  salute  me  before  (he  retam  of  peace.  The 
fallacy  of  my  hopes  has  beta  too  deerly  dcmon^rsted, 
by  the  ravages  M  the  war  onlhebordera  of  Raisin,  (my 
leaideDce,)  and  die  deatmction  of  all  the  property 
which  my  indnatry  had  amassed.  After  having  aeaa 
the  atnets  of  Frenchtown  overgrown  with  graaa; 
■Ighed  nnavaitingl  J  over  Uie  aAea  of  my  own  and  my 
nei^bon'  honr"  '  -^---      '  ■'    ■ 


(opartT  » 
wk  leave 


redoead  lo  aoatain  hfs  by  a ,_ 

(mnArat^)  wboae  very  ntol  it  lepoUve  to  the  Moen.' 
adi ;  I  KhiiAy  hailed  the  benefteenee  of  tty  Govem- 
ment  in  the  eneetaent ^  the  law,  tisnltr taOtA  die 
artr  act,  and,  in  the  month  of  JaaaHiy,  1017, 1 
leere  of  my  ftiendt  and  fdlaw-nAitts,  and  ra> 
paired  to  Ihii  0(9  to  manage  their  efaumat  ea  my  ar. 
rival.  T  band  that  Uie  Mt  undte  which  Ihn  expectad 
relief  bad  been  tnspeodedt  and  I  wm  fbrted  te  retam 
wUh  thiaaowaleomeinfonnatien;  teertof  diaeppaiM- 
nent  tuffnted  the  conntenaBcea  of  aveiy  one— my 
heart  synpsihited  with  theira,  and  I  then  determined 
to  prOaecote  their  clauaa  to  a  resnlL  With  tUt  view, 
I  bad  been  in  this  ci^  more  than  a  month  ;  ovti. 
tnxioua  to  sccomnliah  my  object,  exalted  with  Ibe 
BQccesi  which  Ilea  attended  tome  ^  the  delms,  end 
convinced  that  the  Conunillee  of  Claima  wee  ov«i> 
whelmed  with  bosineea,  my  inezpeiience  in  referente 
to  legislative  proesedinga  induced  me  to  snppeee  that, 
to  inaiire  deapatd),  I  might  wjthoat  impropriely  ap> 
proach  the  chaireun  of  ^e  committee  with  a  proposal 
to  compensate  bim  fin  eitn  traobte."  That  Tfaava 
erred,  groatly  erred,  I  em  convinced,  end  my  only 
oonwlatlon  b,  that  error  ia  no  erime,  when  it  i*  of  Ot 
bead,  notof  the  heart    Had  I  eeleA  with  Uat  pi 


Whaterei 


t,  I  can  with  trath  a< 


rtofoAne,Iibe«itdnoi 
at  Ihit  time  And  myedf  in  Ae  dittgieeeUe  dilemma  ihet 
I  shonld  heve  ected  more  oenaitttNt  with  my  tcB. 
reeneet  at  tenttf  may  as. 
a  that  iu  beait  in  mtw  mind 
waa  a  desire  tbat  tboae  for  whom  I  est  ahenid  have  te 
aAnawledga  their  increeaed  gratitude  liir  the  pnunpli- 
tnde  with  which  thrir  claim*  ahould  bare  been  acted 

"  It  cannot  be  denied,  that,  after  being  aasured  that 
mj  own  claims  Would  be  allowed,  I  had  lem  onae  lo 
think  of  obtaining  by  oorraption  tbepeymeut  of  eluma 
which  I  afanoit  knew  die  jnatice  of  CoBgieae  nmld  not 


thia  honorable  body  wfli  admit  that  the  bcmeit  of  the 
raUefwonld  be  in  ptoportiea  to  the  timewluA  shonll 
elapee  ia  aArdiag  it;  at  beM,  thet  in  (Ua  view  it 
we«ld  be  eppreeiaied  by  iheee  who  hen  yet  ftesk  in 
their  recollection  that  a  hoabend,  a  wi%  •  ftthor,  a 
bretber,  or  Ntter,  was  temahawfceiL  Aot,  v. 


boml  alive,  by  the  aivsge  enemy,  their  hearts  inhn- 
manly  torn  from  their  bodies,  and  whilst  yat  aaaeking 
with  the  vital  heat,  were  triumphantly  exhibited  to  theiz 


weeping  eyv.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  thej  h&ve 
Witneaaed,  whilst  wandering  without  ahetter,  and  nl- 
most  nneIotbe4  the  heart-rMtding  acene  dead  bodiee 
aspoaed  to 'the  Tondoua  appetitea  of  die  ewine,  and 
Umm  animala  eegerty  contenAug  for  a  leg  or  an  arm  I 
Lest  (hia  picture  mey  be  supposed  to  be  exaggerated, 
I  annex  the  eortespmdettce  which  took  place  between 
dm  Hon.  A.  B.  Woodward  and  General  Proctor,  in 
the  year  ISIS,  and  diortly  after  the  event  eccnrred. 
Let  it  beknown  that  meet  if  net  all  the  ertidee  they 
ooold  edleet  from  the  rnine  of  tbdr  heoses  were  gea- 

tusly— most  genereaaly— epproptiated  in  dm  pm. 

ise  of  priaonei*  ofwer,  for  thepoipoeeef  eeiMaiv 
Aemftom  the  bloody  lemahawfc;  that  thaae  pwehnes 


them  lo  reimbnreemeni  under  the  "Act  rabtiDg  te 
the  ransom  of  American  captivee  of  the  laU  war.'' 
And  let  it  also  be  known  that  sndi  are  the  enAhngs, 
such  ths  merits  of  the  claimants  I  repreeenL  And  I 
feel  confident  that  the  ctends  of  indignetim  which  for 
-  moment  threatened  lo  bnral  over  my  firoe^  head  wiU 
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msmss  or  camvxsa. 
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JiifOAAT,  IBU. 


Ctaw«fCMMMl  Mmiertan. 


«s  jnCaaoM  wkidi  hM  aMr,  and  I 
diumoMiiM  ay  MBdaet 

"  That  I  ihrOiiU  b«  anxiM*  lo  •fiatd  a  pnnft  adaee 
h>  the  >afliniiigf  otmj  fcUwr-citwiwi  «iU  nat  ba  ««» 
dared  at  whao  it  it  known  tkal  tlt^  axtaadid  etan 
kindneaa  and  pMlMlion  to  njt  ftuuly,  (&«■  lAonl 
waa  Mpanted  during  tha  noat  of  tlie  wai,)  and  at « 
lime  when  the  Inwwa  wen  accnalDnied  to  dance 
before  the  door  of  my  honae,  calfinc  upon  my  wife  (o 
cotoa  ont  and  eeleet  Mr  hnband'i  aMTp. 

"  Relying  upon  tha  maziffl,  ttat  "To  en  ii  hnmaa, 
to  loTgiTe  diTiiM^"  I  threw  niyaelf  npon  tha  indulgence 
of  thia  boncnahle  body,  and  the  magwanimlw  of  the 
hononbte  (enfleman  whoae  ftiSitf  1  have  Dad  the 
miifottyiie  lowewnd.  If  i^eerTieeaftimne  dalm  to 
iwdwig— ce,  p«ih«iM  nj  avflMRgt  tad  Ihoee  of  my 
fiuBi^rmay.  iMaDdhMtsuMtkHlhaconeeqaeneei 
'eeaMUltedwiikeirt  uaydalitar  intenlioD. 
dMioa,  I  MMt  ba  pavUtad  to  tamaifc,  that, 
imwmg  mj  iiiiilfcliMiMl.  ftam  whkk  I  have  tebnae 
to  adopt  any  lepd  meanuM  to  OKttkMa  ByMK  tha 
only  fediMgeof  MiB  wUeh  hoT*  bad  aaMM  to  tij  btMtt 
were  tbnee  fcoaoeed  by  (ha  fcnnriedg*  that  mi  opiv 
ion  was  praialant,  (hat,  meaamiat  va  tha  mJiiiltwaa 
of  my  feilow-MiCeien,  I  ud  iMm^  ap  tbafa  ohiaw  ti 
a  1017  reduced  priM.  If  Am  hoaoiaUe  bo^  waaU 
panait,  I  would,  under  the  aolemni^  of  an  e*(h,  call 
upon  Ood  to  baar  teeUmony  that  thii  opwina  ii  with- 
oat  bad*.  JOHN  ANDERSON. 

"Jiim»T,  181B." 

The  priioiier  beii^  aaked  if  h«  had  aaythwg 
farlhar  to  aay,  and  aBiwerinf  i*  (iw  iMfiuive,  WH 
taken  from  inc  bar,  and  the  Howe  ptoe«eded  lo 
delibcntle  on  the  comm  bow  proper  to  be  panned. 
Mr.  PoKBTTH  ofiered  for  eoMidecaiioB  a  mo- 
tioB  Id  lebManoe  like  that  which  w»  •llinaiely 
adopted,  bat  which  prepeaed  WedMBdaf  MXt  m 
the  day  oa  whieh  Jdha  Aodemn  eboald  faebToafbt 
to  the  bar. 

A  rerietr  of  propoai lions,  aofgnitiolis,  and  re- 
nMrk^weremadeonthuoeeaflooiWhiehitireaM 
be  difficnlt,  if  it  were  important  acenratdy  n 
report. 

One  motion,  on  whieh  the  yeaa  and  aaya  were 
taken.iawonhyofpnrliealaraotiee.  Itwaamsde 
bf  Mr.  PoiNDBXTEB,  10  atrike  out  of  that  paen^e 
which  charged  John  Anderaoit  with  being  gniliy 
of  a  eoniempl  againii  the  ^rilcM  of  the  Heote, 
the  worda  the  priviiagit  qf;  thu  denring  the 
House  to  hare  tmj  privilnMe  not  eoanrrcd  on 
them  bj  the  Conatitatioa.  Thit  motion  was  neg- 
atived—108  to  54. 

The  will  of  the  Hooae  wu  nliimatolr  ooaaam- 
tttaied  by  the  pOHage  of  a  rasolotioD,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words; 

"JUfoiMd,  Thai  JiAn  Andoeon  be*  been  ■nilQ' of 
a  oontemBtanda*Maliaaaf  thepiMhfMefthe  Boue, 
and  that  he  be  twonght  (o  &a  bat  of  &a  Hooae  tUi 
day,  and  be  tbeie  reftiBUBded  In  (he  Speakai  tbc  the 
eutrsge  he  has  i-wmiited,  and  thaa  fisehaiied  firMa 
the  custody  of  the  8eiseant«(-An&s." 

Whereapon,  John  Andersen  wu  broBgkt  to  (hn 
bar  of  the  Monie,  and  addfeased  by  the  irfiSKii, 


taMMuMa iitntlien.  TheBonsehM 

patienUy  heard  yon  in  youi  deAnee,  and,  in  propertiM 
le  (he  plneore  whisfatthaa  dstivad  fien  the  eoMwitait 
in  atvpsetofyoai  chaiaelttaad  goad  oofr 


I.    Ton  haTc  (ha  Ian  umtocy 
made,  becatiae  yon  had  yoon 


pstihlc  with  the  high  standing  yon  ha»  hwnliiias 
maintained.    Ton  haTc  (ha  lam  ^  ' 
which  you  m  '    ~ 


passage  of  two  tnOa  in  your  &*ar,  founded  on  pL 

preaented  to  the  House.  Tour  attempt  to  cotrapt  the 
fonnttin  of  legirisllon — to  undermine  the  intqiity  ef 
a  branch  of  the  Nationsl  Legislalnre — is  a  crime  of  so 
deep  a  dye  ttat  even  yon  most  aiAnowle^ie  and  be 
sensible  ofit.  And  iC  John  Andsrson.you  eonid  have 
been  aneeesrfU  in  such  an  attempt— if  it  wei*  poari-  • 
Ue  that  EsprsaenWiTes  of  the  people  eoold  haTo  been 
fcond  so  ket  to  thslr  duty  as  te  eoMpt  yent  oflbi— yen 
moat  yoanatf  sea  the  dreedlU  esMefoems  of  ivch  a 
daplrwaUs  itateoffldnpi  U  yowiwn  yon  might  M 
aviotim;  Cw  yaw  ri^ts,  yow  Blieily,  and  y««r  prep- 
are, mi^t  in  tbs  end  eqaattf  ■»>  ««  Hteae  rf 
ethers.    The  Hooae  hae  aeen  i 


diafJaimr^i  with  lymptomi  of  apparent  npertinae  and 
'"'  1,  Bin  inUntiDa  (o  eannpt  Ike  inlepHy  ef  a 


dJschoige,  the  Bouse  iodiiigea  tha  bepe  that,  en  yonr 
return  home,  yon  will  be  more  fully  aominead  of  tiie 
magnitode  of  your  oflbuca,  and  by  the  Alton  Hum  of 
your  lib  endeaTOr  to  obliterate,  as  Bu-aa  it  maybe  poe- 
siUs,  the  stain  jroor  conduct  on  this  oecMon  has  im- 
preoied  on  the  high  and  honorable  dxaracter  yon  ippear 
to  hxw  pi  ertiwsly  raatobied.    Yon  are  disthuged  mn 


from  cnstod;,  and  the  Hooae  Adjourned  t( 

Mo  NUT,  Jaaitaty  19. 
Mr.  LowMDM  mbde  a  tvport  on  the  petidM 

of  Oad  WorihJngion.  whieli  was  read;  when, 
Hr.  L.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sola 
Oad  WotthiagtOD  I  which  was  read  twiea,  and 
sommitted  to  a  Oomraitiee  of  the  Whole  t*- 


The  Oolnmkiee  of  Ways  end  Ueus  were  die* 
ehaqed  from  the  fnttber  considentioD  of  the 
claim  of  the  represenHtiye  of  the  late  Oaton  <• 
BenMnnrehaia,  and  h  wu  referred  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Cteims. 

Mr.  Rau,  ttom  th«  Commitne  on  Pesifons 
and  Aevolotionary  OlaiMs,  reported  a  bill  for  lh« 
relief  of  8amh  Deweei,  relict  and  widtfwof  Wil- 
linm  Dowses,  deethsed,  and  the  heirs  and  legtl 
fetwejenmiiTea  of  the  said  WiiHtm  Deweeei 
inicta  wu  rend  iwioe,  and  committed  to  n  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  of  Blsotions  Were  dischtrged 
from  n  fbnher  eoDiMeration  of  the  petition  of 
Armiaiead  T.  Mason,  coatestlDg  the  election  of 
Charles  F.  Hereer;  and  leave  w«s  gtren  to  with- 
draw the  SUM. 

On  motion  at  Mr.  Niwtok,  the  Committee  os 
CoiBinei«e  and  MaBoftetores  were  instraetod  to 
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iaqain  uito  Uw  <apedi«tte)r  i£  ereetinc  «  light- 
houw,  U  Windmill  Point,  on   the  Cfaeupeike 

bar- 

On  motioB  of  Hr.  Mabbhom,  the  CommittM 
OB  tke  Publie  Lnndf  wne  directed  to  inqnire  into 
the  npedMsef  of  nutliortzing  the  State  of  Ohio, 
to  mU  ihirtT-five  Kctioos  of   land,    heretofore 

BitKtcd  10  tne  Mud  State,  for  the  tupport  of  the 
eiot*  talt  work*,  bni  which  are  no  loDger  uiefnl 
for  that  ptirpose. 

On  motion  of  Ut.  Ropkihbon,  the  Commitlee 
DO  the  Jadtciary  were  iDttrucled  to  inqnire  what 
fees  have  been  charged  and  reeeired  by  (he  dis- 
trict aiiorneT,  of  the  soutbern  district  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  in  prosecutioos  brought  by  hitn 
againal  retailers  of  spirit)  for  vending  them  with- 
out license  ;  and,  aUo,  what  fees  have  been  re- 
ceived and  cbarged  in  the  same  eaaes,  by  Ibe 
other  officers  of  the  United  Statea,  in  the  couttt 
of  the  Dniied  States,  in  the  said  aoutheMi  district 
of  the  State  of  new  York,  and  that  said  comnaii- 
IM  bav*  power  to  lend  for  penona  and  papers. 

The  amandmeDt  ptopoMa  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled  "An  net  for  the  relief  of  Winslow 
Mid  Henry  Lewis,"  was  read,  and  coDcorred  in 
by  the  HoDie. 

The  amendmenl  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  allowing  compensaiioo  to 
the  members  of  the  Senate  and  members  of  the 
Honse  of  Representatives  of  ihe  United  Slaie^ 
and  Delegates  of  Territories,  and  repealing  all 
olher  laws  upon  that  subject;"  was  read,  and 
concurred  in  hy  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  from  Joseph  Waleon, 
laid  before  this  House  on  the  16th  Instant,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee,  appointed  on  thai  day. 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  certain  clerks  ana 
other  officers  of  the  General  GoreromenL 

MHJTAHr  APPaoPEIATIOWS. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Lowkdm,  ;he  House  hav- 
ing resolved  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  BsublUhmeot  for  1618  j  the  sev- 
eral aiqaopriatioD*  passed  without  opposition, 
except  one  which  provides  for  the  appropriation 
of  ihirly-five  thousand  dollan  to  eompeosate  snch 
brevet  officais  as  may  be  [daoed  in  aatvioe  in  snch 
situations  a*  to  entitle  them  to  pay  according  to 
their  brevet  rank. 

This  piovirion  Mr.  Lowndu  moved  lo  strike 
out  of  the  bilL 


Those  who  supported  the  motion  to  strike  out 
this  section,  were  Messrs.  Lowkdu,  Ci^t,  Su- 
oaAHT,  and  Rain  of  Maryland  i  and  those  who 
opposed  it,  were  MeBsn..MaKona,  Habhbom. 
OoLB,  Bi.i.i>wiK,  and  Shttb.  Mr.  CoLnasTR 
and  Mr.  Tatloh  also  expressed  their  views  of  it. 

The  motion  was  foondedonthe  abseneeofany 
neoemiiy  for  employing  brevet  cfficers  in  siiua- 
lions,  entitling  them  to  pay  beytwd  that  attached 
to  Uieir  Jineal  tank,  and  was  supported  on  that 
andoiher  grounds.  It  was  opposed  on  the  ground 
wat,  aa  ijie  Uw  now  authorizes  tbe  employment 


sad  ezttn  pay  of  suck  officers  ^rtien  commaodiac 
separate  pcets,  &«.,  it  contains  a  eompaet  whicb 
the  Government  ought  not  to  annal,  between  it 
and  tbe  offieen ;  and,  also,  on  the  groand  tbnt. 
while  the  law  exists,  the  appropriaUou  oaght  to 
be  made  accordiagty. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  this  clause  prevailed 
by  a  large  majority. 

The  remainder  of  the  bill  having  been  (one 
through,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
was  ordned  to  be  engrossed. 

ToxsnAT,  January  30. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  were  dischvged 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  claim  of 
the  representative  of  the  late  Csron  Do  Bea«- 
marchai*,  and  it  was  referred  to  a  seloot  commii- 
tea;  and  Messrs.  BAaaaTT,  Balowiii,  Spbkoxv, 
IwiKaH,  and  Esvin  of  South  Carolina,  ^ven 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  HaBBioK,  from  the  Committee  on  Priv&ti 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  Te\ief  e.' 
certain  friendly  CreA  Indians  of  the  mixed 
blood ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  NxwTOM,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Ma nufiaetu res,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe 
relief  of  (he  boates  of  Thomas  and  John  Clif- 
ford, Elisha  Fisher  and  Campany,  Thomas  Clif- 
ford and  Son,  and  Thomas  Clifford  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Charles  Wirgman  of  Baltimore ;  which 
WB«  read  the  first  and  seeood  time,  and  comtntt- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  (be  Whole  to-morrow. 

Hr.  Saaoiam'.  from  the  Committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  leave  of  Ihe 
Hoose,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  sutiseribers  to  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  ;'*  which  was  read 
twice,  and  commiiied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
WhtJ^e. 

Mr.  BAsaBTT,  from  tbe  commit[ee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Commodore  John  Rod^n, 
made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read  ;  wbaa 
Hr.  B.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Commo- 
dore John  Rodgers;  which  was  real  twice,  and 
committed  ton  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Hitohoook,  the  Commitrec 
of  Comroeree  and  Hannfhctores  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing  the 
name  of  the  "  district  of  Erie,"  in  the  Bute  of 
Ohio,  so  that  the  same  may  be  beTeaAer  known  by 
the  name  of  "  the  district  of  Cavahoga." 

Mr.  BAaaiTT  submitted  the  fallowing  amend- 
ment to  ihe  standing  rales  and  orders  of  ihe 
House:  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa 
tbe  taUe  uotU  co-morrow : 

"Btoi7  sntgect  irtiich,  by  leste  of  tbs  Hoose, 
shall  be  made  tlte  special  order  of  the  dsy  for  soj  per- 
ticnlai  day,  shall,  on  that  dsy,  havs  preosdence  of  all 
odiST  orders  cf  iha  d^,  except  the  onfiaywd  bnai- 
ness  of  tbepnceding  Smj." 

The  SpBAxaa  laid  before  the  Honse,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretarvof  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
bi*  report  of  aaeb  "naaaares  bs  may  be  neoes- 
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aaij  for  ika  mor*  e&elHJ  axMotkHi  of  tkc  Imwi 
for  ttu  ooUaction  of  Uw  d«iies  on  imporUd 
Eooda,  wues,  sad  maroluindMe ;"  wkiek  wm  re- 
ferred (0  the  ConyBiliM  of  yfmy  and  Hetni. 

The  Spiakh  kid  beftre  Um  Houm  &  latter 
from  the  aeeretvy  of  the  Nary,  traiuBiittiiig 
the  annual  report  of  the  CommiMiotiere  of  Ike 
NaTT  PenriDn  Paod ;  which  wa*  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Bpiakir  alM>  laid  before  the  Hooaa  a  re- 
port of  the  Becreter^  of  the  Havf  ia  relatioa  to 
naral  heipiiab,  made  in  oiMdienee  to  a  rewlo- 
tion  of  (he  2Sd  nltimo,  aeeoaMnied  with  a  re- 
port of  the  Commfinoaen  of  naval  Hotpitali 
upon  ibe  aattjeet  of  bo^iaU  (enerallf ;  which 
was  r«reiT«d  to  the  ComBillee  on  Naval  Affair*. 

The  bill  oaakinc  aMfOprialioB*  for  the  aneai> 
agn  of  mililarT  aappUee,  waa  ordered  ^  be  on- 
groeeed  for  a  tlutd  reading. 

BBETET  RAjnC 

The  Honee  then  lefaioed  the  eoBiideratiaB  of 
the  report  of  yeaterday'a  Conmittee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  mititair  appropriaikm  lull  for  tbo 
year  1S18; 

The  fneelion  to  eoaenr  in  the  amendmeBl 
whiek  aUikce  ««t  the  aUowauM  of  $36flO0  to 
defnr  the  expcnee  ef  exm  pay  to  breret  offi- 
ears,  who  hold  leparaie  eoBtnandt  of  diMrieiaor 
poete,  aeeoidjag  lo  tbeii  brevet  tuk— gave  nee 
to  niDBh  debate,  of  etmndetmble  iaier~~*  ~~'' 
was  at  leDgth  deeided  by  yeaa  and  nayi. 
Mbioib,  Ihwiaic,  Hauisor,  Boaicreoir  and 
Falhu,  oppoaed  the  emendmenL  and  Meiere. 
LowxBu,  PiTKiK,  JoaneoM  of  Keolaeky,  and 
PoaaTTH,  inpiioried  iu 

On  the  one  hand,  il  wai  uid  thai  a  itnuaod 
conatrnction  bad  been  given  to  that  poviaion  ot 

the  law  of  1B12,  which  anthotizeap^  a " — 

lo  ihe  brevet  nnk,  to  uch  brevet  office 
Armvaaare  enployed  on  aepaiatealatiOB^whieh 

SroTiaion  wai  neaat  only  to  apply  to  ncceaaary 
etacbmenu,  fte.;  that  the  Honae  had  at  the 
laat  aeaaion  eodeaTOted  to  remedy  what  they 
tbooght  an  e?il  in  this  reapecl,  b|r  an  expren 

SoTuion  of  law,  whieh  bad  be«i  rejeeted  in  the 
Miate  i  that,  in  the  onlv  way  ia  which  it  waa 
probaUe  the  objeet  conU  be  reached,  it  waa 
proper  for  tbe  Honae  to  aiiampt  it,  by  refuaing, 
in  the  cnreiae  of  their  logilinate  power,  the  ai^ 
proprialiona  required  for  that  objeet ;  that  if  toe 
eoutrveiiAn  given  by  the  Kzeauiire  to  ike  law 
WSB  corteet,  it  waa  yel  inexpedient  to  emitinne 
it,  for  reaaoD*  conneeud  with  the  good  of  iba 
aervice,  and  with  the  pnneiple  of  equal  juatiee 
to  all  offioara  aimilarly  aiinated  t  and  Ihat  brevet 
rank  waa  in  itKlf,  eapeetally  onder  ila  present 
oonairnelion,  iojntions  to  the  iatereata  of  tbe 
Army,  and  of  the  nati(». 

Ob  the  other  hand,  it  waa  urged,  that  the  law 
of  1812^  so  far  aa  it  regarded  Drevet  nnk,  waa 
in  the  aatore  of  a  eompael,  wbieh  thia  Honae 
ought  not  lo  violate;  that  the  Bzeentive  had 
eortectly  coastrued  the  taw,  and  eoold  not  well 
have  dune  otherwiae,  particularly  with  the  four 
brevet  Major  Oeneca^,  thai  by  iHaoiiv  Ikeai  on 


two  brevet   offieera,  aboat    twenly-ieven   only 
wwe  ao  atationed  as  to  entitle  tbem  to  brevet 

Say  i  that  the  nnmber  of  brevet  officert  wonid 
uly  diminiih,  and  toon  be  entirely  merged  in 
the  lineal  rank,  a«  they  became  entitled  lo  pro- 
motion ;  that  it  waa  inezpedieni  to  rob  theae 
offieera,  whose  high  chancier  and  services  were 
generally  acknowledged,  of  tbia  liltle  pittance, 
like.;  that,  if  it  were  admitled  loo  great  a  lati- 
wde  bad  been  taken  in  tke  admiQistration  of  the 
law,  it  could  only  be  corrected  by  a  modification 
or  repeal  of  the  law,  and  not  by  tfaia  indirect 
floniae,  which  would  have  the  efieet  merely  lo 
ahi^  the  responsibility  from  the  ahonldera  of  the 
Bxeoaiive  moen  on  thoee  of  thia  Honae. 
By  sneh,  and  aimllar  arnmenta,  the  motion 
aa  defended  and  oppoaed.  On  tbe  queaii«Hi, 
Ibe  Hottte  agieed  to  eonenr  with  ihe  committee 
in  atrikintront  the  provision  for  brevet  pay  by  a 
vote  of  iaDlo30,asfiillowa: 

TiAS— MeMTS.  Abbott,  Adama,  ABen  of  MaMacbn- 
aalla.  Alien  of  Vemont,  Andetaon  of  PennajlTania, 
Anderson  of  Kentacky,  Anstin,  Barbonr  of  TiifiBiB, 
Bubar  ef  Mlo,  BsMaM,  Batensn,  Birrlay,  Beeckar, 


Mlinpi,  BBnatt,  BleemAaU,  I 


ifB^BD,  BarweH, 


Bntlar,  CaH]*all,  Olaflxme,  Cobb,  Cemalaek,  Oeek, 
Cralli,  Cmwted,  Cnlbcatk,  Onahmaa,  DeAa,  Dnke, 
Eerie,  Edwards,  EUeoit,  Enia  of  8en&  OMifaa, 


Hitchcock,  Hon,  Holmes  of  Maaaachnaatla.  Hebaae 
of  Connocticut,  Hopkinson,  Hnbberd,  Hnnler,  Hnn- 
tiogton,  JohnsoD  of  Virginis,  Johnaon  of  KtotM^, 
Kinsey,  Lawyer,  Lion,  Little,T«inids%  HcLane,  W. 
Hidsy,  W.  P.  Hachy,  MeCoy,  Hsrchand,  Han, 
Hsson  of  ^MaasachwattiL  Usaon  of  Bhode  IsUnd, 
Meirin,  Moore,  Morton.  Mossley,  Hnmlbrd,  Mnrray, 
Jeramiah Kelson,  Nesbitt, Naw^ewton,  OwenjPsr- 
ria,  Pattwson,  Pawling,  Pitkin,  Porter,  Qosries,  Itsed, 
RhM,  Rich,  RMiards,  Robertson  of  K«aitni^,  Kng. 


Speed,  Stmag,  Staart,  'Taltaadge,  Tair,  Taylsr, 
TeneUns,  TiiuUe,  Tnekai  of  Vfiiinia,  TnAer  of 
Seul&^ialina,  Tylar,  Uitem,  Walker  ef  MeA 
CareUna,  Walker  of  Ksatnebr,  WaUaaa,  Wandovaa, 
Wsslerie,  WUlaside,  Whitaan,  Williaais  of  CcMao- 
tieot,  WillisBM  of  North  Camtins,  Wittin,  and  Wil- 
son of  Paain^Wania. 

Nats— HeasN.  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bhmal,  CUt■t^ 
CoUton,  Cmgar,  Fonisy,  Harriaon,  Inghaaa,  Iiriag 
of  New  Totk,  Jona^  KiiUand.  Mercer,  T.  M.  Naben, 
Ogden,  Ode.  On,  Pahner,  Parrott,  Peter,  FindaD, 
Plaasanta,  Foindezler,  Bebartson  of  Loniaisns,  Bay- 
bait,  Alexsndei  SmjO,  Spencer,  Storrs,  Terry,  and 
WilKsuu  of  Naw  T(«fc. 

The    remainiDE    amendment   was   then  con- 
curred ia  by  the  Honae,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  eitgroaaed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
OBNERAL  KOaOIUSKO. 

Ur.  HxKBiooti  tubmitted  the  following  reto* 
luiioBj  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Ubie : 

TbBt>  ewnreittee  be  awomled,  jaiBtfar 
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at  tlw  Saaale,  to  conridn  aai  naort  what  iMamw.it 
maj  b*  proper  to  a^^t  U  UMPifat  Um  pablio  r»iy>et 
fgr  tba  mtatarj  of  Utoatal  Ttwddeu  KottoAo,  fct- 
mailj  an  officai  in  ttu  aarrice  of  the  United  Stataa, 
and  the  nnifiirai  and  diitinguifhed  &ieiid  of  libaitj 
and  tbe  righu  of  mao. 

Hr.  HAKBiBoif  accoinpaaied  bis  motion  wild 
tke  following  obserratioas: 

Tba  public  papcra  bare  announctd  an  erntt 
«hiab  it  w«ll  caioalaied  to  ezoite  lb«  irmpaibr 
t^wmty  AD)eri«BD  boaon!  Kofciatko,  iha  niar- 
l]Fi  of  Itbeiiy,  ia  no  note  I  Wa  ue  informed  that 
hu  di«d  at  SoUur*,  ia  Pivim,  some  time  in  Oe- 
tnberlui. 


i*  tke  mora  to  be  adnired  u  it  ia  as  tanl^ 
■Ml  willt.  He  WM  Bot  at  om  tian  tbe  fimtd  of 
nanbind,  aitd  at  aootjbcf  liM  Jnairoacot  of  tiiek 
oppreuion  ;— bot  he  piM«rT«d  (hroufikoat  hit 
whole  cveertboM  noUeptinoipIet  whwh  diatio- 
fsulied  bin  in  iu  connteiuMiBWlr-vlHch  iofto' 
eaeed  Ui«  at  to  mly  period  of  Itis  lifo  to  lamxt 
hu  c«q»trf  tM4  bia  uioiuiB,  au)  in  uMKker  kemf 
i^hara  to  fight  tat  tbs  rifku  oT  luwMutjr. 

KiHciiMkowas  bMB  a»d  eAw«l«d  in  Fokad, 
of  »  noble  and  ^altaguialtad  fbtail]r'*-a  oooMiy 
wbetaiAadtatinationain  tootMf  ue  p«4tip*  car- 
ried to  Maatvr  lengtha  than  in  any  oiher.  His 
CieaMtltad,  however,  eadowed  him  with  a  sot) I 
Mpable  of  riiiag  aboTe  the  n«rroir  prcjadices  of 
a  caste,  and  breakiog  the  ihicklea  which  a  vicioui 
e4tiCBtion  bad  imposed  oq  bis  mind. 

When  very  young  he  was  informad  by  [be 
■oicc  of  fame  that  the  sttndaid  of  liberty  bod 
been  erected  in  Atneties— that  an  insulted  and 
oppressed  people  had  determiited  to  be  free,  or 
perish  in  tbe  attempt,  Hia  atdeui  and  gaaetous 
mind  ewghl,  with  entlwsiasst,  the  holy  &%iae, 
mi  ft«a  tiiai  womaiil  be  becaou  ttM  davoied 
i4ldiar  of  Ubaity. 

Hia  mak  w  iba  ApMiican  army  affiwdod  him 
M  ofpoHiutity  gHMly  to  diatianiah  faiiaaaK 
Bat  IkB  was  raonitka^  thfoaghaqt  his  a«tf ie«,  for 
■H  the  ^alitiaa  whioh.  adora  tbe  hovan  eharae- 
tar.  His  hcMio  nlor  in  th«  Oeld,  eoald  only  be 
eVMlkd  hj  hi»  nMdaration  aod  aAbiliiy  in  the 
waikt  of  priTMe  liA.  He  was  idolized  by  the  sol- 
dien  for  Lis  bravery,  and  beloTed  and  respected 
by  the  officers  for  the  foodaess  of  hi*  hHi-i  »nA 
the  fmt  qtitlities  gf  his  mind, 

Coniributioff  greatly,  by  bis 
ublishment  of  the  independei 
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e  independence  of  America,  he 
might  have  remained,  and  shared  tba  blesiiogi  it 
dispensed,  nnder  tbe  protection  of  a  chief  who 
loved  and  honored  him,  aad  in  tbe  bosom  of  a 
grateful  and  affeetioDate  people. 

Kosciusko  had,  however,  other  views.  It  is 
not  known  that,  until  the  period  I  am  speaking 
of,  he  had  fonaed  any  distioct  idee  of  what  conld, 
or  indeed  what  ought,  to  be  dotie  for  hia  own. 
Bat  ID  tbe  RevolntioDary  war  he  drank  deeply  of 
the  principles  which  prodnced  it.  Id  bis  conver- 
saiions  with  the  intelligent  men  of  our  country, 
k»  Mqnind  mw  vlewa  ot  the  seience  of  govern- 


■mt  and  thari^tlsof  mMM.  Ha  hnd  seen,  too, 
ihM  te  be  free  it  wan  oalv  neeeaanry  that  a  aativs 
shauU  will  it,  and  to  ba  aappy  it  was  aalf  neeo- 

sary  thu  a  aaiian  shotild  he  fno.  Aatfw««itnot 
poMibletopnMiuMlbaBebleBsiBgaforPaland?  For 
Poland,  the  coiatry  of  his  Urth,  vrttieh  had  ■ 
claim  to  all  hia  eilens,  to  all  his  servieetl  That 
unhappy  nation  gvoanad  nnder  a  eom^ieation  of 
evils  which  has  scarcely  a  parallel  in  htstery, 
Tba  niaai  of  th«  people  wet*  the  Bb)aM  slaves  of 
the  nobles;  the  mobut,  torn  into  faetMai,  were 
■IterMteiy  Iha  inslnimeDU  and  the  vietima  ef 
their  powrtfal  and  ombitiooa  neishbon.  By  in- 
tiigue,  oorroptioa,  and  fbree,  aoeae  of  Its  fairest 
provinces  had  been  sapantad  from  tbe  lUpabtte, 
and  th«  people,  like  beaat^  imneferred  le  fbragi 
daepota,  who  wave  anin  wntehyg  fw  a  CaToiaUe 
mocoent  for  a  saeonidisaMisbamMat.  To  r^ea- 
erate  a  people  thus  debaaad— to  obttia  for  a  cok^ 
try  thus  eircnmsianced,  the  blessings  of  Hberu 
aad  independence,  was  a  woik  of  as  much  dim- 
eally  aa  da^er.  Bat,  tea  mi[>d  like  Eeaeiaako's 
the  diScnky  aad  danger  of  aa  entcrpriee  s«tvc< 
as  Btimulatiis  to  undertake  it. 

Tbe  annals  of  these  times  give  us  no  dotaiM 
•eeoont  of  the  progress  of  Koseiosbo  in  aeeom- 
idishinc  his  gnat  work,  from  Um  period  of  kit 
retnta  from  America  to  iha  adoptioo  of  tbe  new 
oonstiiatioa  of  Pelaad,  in  1791.  This  ialervai, 
however,  ofapaareni  inaetioD,  waa  aoal  tnefnUy 
employed  to  iUnmJne  the  mental  darkneaa  which 
enveloped  his  conntryinei).  T»  stimoUta  the  ig- 
■ormat  and  btooMed  peasantry  with  tho  hope  of 
fntnie  essuotpatioa — to  teach  a  prood  hat  fal- 
knt  nobility  that  trae  glory  is  oaly  to  be  found 
in  tbe  paths  of  duty  and  patriotism— Itmrests  i Ac 
most  opposed,  prejudiece  the  most  stabbam,  and 
habits  Ibe  most  inveterate,  were  raeoneiM,  diasi- 
pued,  and  broken,  by  the  asoendency  of  his  vir- 
tues and  example.  The  storm  whioh  he  had 
foreaeea,  and  for  whieb  he  had  been  ptMaring,  at 
length  bmst  upon  Poland.  A  feeble  and  nnpopii- 
Ur  govevnmeai  bent  before  its  Airy,  aad  submit- 
ted itselfte  theRMsian  yokeofiheinvader.  Bm 
the  nation  disdained  to  follow  iu  example  ;  in 
their  eitremliy  every  eye  was  tnmed  on  the  hero 
wbo  had  already  ItMi^t  their  battlee— Uie  angt 
who  had  enlightened  them,  and  the  patriot  vrbo 
hod  set  the  example  of  peisamt  saenfices  to  ae- 
eompHsh  the  emanw'pation  ttC  iIm  people. 

Kcaoinskowaa  onaaimouslyaiqiolated  Qenoal- 
Isaimo  of  Poland,  with  anitmlted  powers,  nntil 
the  enemy  shoolil  be  driven  from  the  eomiiry. 
On  Ml  virtne  the  nation  rcptwed  with  the  utmost 
oonfldeiiee ;  and  it  is  some  consolation  to  reflect 
amidst  the  geaetnl  depmrity  of  mankind,  that 
two  instances,  in  the  same  age,  have  occurred, 
where  powers  of  this  kind  were  employed  solely 
for  tbe  purposes  for  which  they  weregiven. 

It  ia  not  my  intention,  sir,  to  follow  the  Polish 
chief  throtwhout  tba  career  of  victory  wbfeh,  for 
a  CDnsideraUe  time,  crowned  his  efforts.  Guided 
by  bis  wteats,  and  led  by  his  vntor,  bii  undisci- 
plined illy-armed  militia  charged  with  effect  the 
veteran  Rossis  and  Pmssian ;  the  mailed  cui- 
lassiera  of  the  great  Frederick^  for  the  first  time. 
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broka  ud  flad  b«foi«  tkc  Iwkter  ud  «pproptkte 
oaYftlrr  of  Polud.  Hop*  nlltd  the  braui  of  tha 
pktriou.  Aftw  t  lonf  niotii,  ibe  dawn  of  an  a|^ 
{HtRDllr  f  lorioat  dar  brake  Qpon  Poland.  Bai, 
(o   (he  dNecn  '  .i- n-_. _!_.._    .■._    ■...■.. 

whieh  itsbad 
appearaDce,  indicatiDf  a  sionnmoredrmfnltban 
(hatwbicbb«bad  reaMad. 

He  prepared  lo  meet  ii  witb  Grmiiess,  bai  vitb 
meBDi  eolirely  ioadeqaaie.  To  the  adraata^i 
of  nnmbars,  of  lactici,  of  diicipliDe,  aod  ineX' 
'  haustifale  resoorces,  the  combioni  despots  bad 
s«cDfed  a  faction  in  tbe  h«art  of  Poland.  And,  if 
that  eouDlry  can  boait  of  a  Washinotoii,  it  is 
diagTftcedabobjrgirinK  birth  loa  aeeond  Aroald. 
Tha  day  at  teogih  came  which  was  to  decide  the 
fata  of  a  aMiwi  and  a  hero.     Haavea.  for  wise 

Farpoae*.  dawmiined  that  it  afaovld  be  ihe  last  of 
ohsli  liberty,  ft  was  decided,  indeed,  before  Ihe 
battle  commeDced.  Tbe  Irailor  Poniski,  who 
covered  with  a  deiaohmani  lb*  advanee  of  ihi 
Poliab  avaDr,  ahandonedbia  poiitioa  to  the  tmtiaj 
and  retreated. 

KoMioako  wa*  aitoniabed,  bvt  not  dlsoMyed. 
Tbe  dtapositioaof  htaaTBir  woald  bandeaeMDOi 
loHaanibal.  TbeiucMediDgeoaflictwuMrrlble. 
When  the  talcats  of  ibe  Qcaeral  eontd  no  loDfet 
direct  the  mingled  mass  of  combaiaiiu,  ibe  ana 
of  tbe  warrior  w«>  bronghl  to  the  aid  of  hi*  ool- 
diers.  He  performed  prodiKief  of  ralor.  The  fa- 
bled pnnreM  of  Ajax,  in  Jefeading  tbe  Oreciaa 
sbipH,  was  realiied  by  the  Politb  hero.  Nor  wa* 
be  badly  aecooded  by  hii  iroop*.  A*  lon^  as  hit 
Taiceeoiildgaide,or  bfmnmple  fired  their  Tatar, 
thay  were  irreaiirlibl*.  In  ihu  nnequal  eontcat 
Koseinako  was  long  seen,  and  finally  lo*t  to  their 


Freadom  sbriek'd  nben  Koadniko  All." 
He  fall  covered  with  wooadi,  bat  atill  survived. 
A  CoMack  would  bxve  pierced  bis  breast,  wlien 
BO  officer  interposed.  "  Suffer  him  lo  execute  bis 
porpoae,"  uld  the  bleeding  hero;  "  I  am  the  de- 
voted soldier  of  my  couDtrr,  aad  will  not  mirviva 
ila  libartiaa."  Tha  Biina  of  Koaeiuskostpwik  lo  tbe 
bcwi  of  the  Tartar,  like  ibat  of  Hariu*  apoo  the 
Cinbrian  warrior.  The  aplifted  weapon  dro^ 
ped  from  his  band. 

Koscioako  was  eooveyad  lo  the  Jaafeoas  of 
Peienkirgb  ;  and,  to  tbe  cteroal  disrraoa  «f  tbe 
Entpsesa  Cathariae,  ibe  taade  bin  tbe  objaai  of 
her  vengeance,  wh«i  he  conld  be  no  longer  the 
abjaet  oT  her  fean.  Her  more  genevous  too  re- 
stored him  to  llberlv.  The  retnaioder  of  his  life 
liaa  been  sipent  in  viitnaas  retiremeot.  Wliilsl  in 
this  situaiion  ia  France,  an  aneedoie  is  related  of 
bim  which  strongly  illuslratei  tbe  command 
which  his  virtues  and  bis  services  had  obtained  . 
over  the  minds  of  his  couottymeo. 

Ia  tbe  late  invasion  of  Fcance,  some  Palish 
regimeals,  in  the  seiviceof  Russia,  passed  through 
the  villaoe  in  which  he  lived.  Some  pillaging  of 
the  inhabitants  brougbi  Eoscinsko  from  bis  cot- 
tage. "  When  I  was  a  Polish  loldier,"  aaid  he, 
addtening  lb*  plimdaian, "  tha  properly  of  the 


paaneflil  oiiisen  was  reapcoted."  "And  who  art 
tkoo,''saidaD  offieer,  "  wbo  addrcasae  oa  with  tbb 
toae  of  authority  f"  "I  am  Koacinskol"  Then 
waa  naagie  in  iba  word.  It  ran  from  coip*  to  corps. 
Tbe  march  was  sunpaoded.  They  guhcred  roand 
him.aadgaaed,  with  aatoaishmaataadawe,  apoa 
Ihe  mighty  ruin  he  preranted.  "  Could  itiadaad 
be  their  heio,"  whose  fame  wa*  identified  with 
ibat  of  their  eouatryf  A  thonaand  interaiting 
reflection*  burst  opoa  their  eaind* ;  they  remeiB- 
bcred  bis  patriotism,  his  devotion  lo  liberty,  hb 
triumphs,  and  his  glorious  falC  Their  iron  haait* 
were  sofiaaed,  and  the  tear  of  seniibiliiy  trickled 
down  their  weather- beaten  faces.  Weean  ea^ly 
conceive,  sir,  what  would  be  the  fealioga  of  tbe 
hero  hitsaelf  ia  aiich  a  aeeoe.  Hia  great  beaet 
most  have  beared  with  asotioB,  lo  fad  bitMalf 
ooee  quire  aunoBniled  l»  the  eompanioo*  of  hit 
glory;  aitd  that  ha  would  have  been  vpoa  tha 
poiat  of  saying  to  then— 

1  Babold  yoQT  Qsneral  I  come  oa«*  aaen 

To  load  fan  oa  la  Isaael'd  vidwey. 

To  bmo,  to  fnadom." 
Tha  ddnsion,  eonld  have  tasted  bni  for  a  mo- 
neat.  He  was  fctmtalf,ala*!  a  mistiabla  crtp|dai 
andjfor  thamt  they  wneoo  longer  tha  soldiers  of 
liberty,  but  the  instruments  of  ambition  and  tyi«K- 
oy.  Urerwbelnied  with  grief  ai  the  refleetion,  he 
wonld  retire  to  bis  cottage  to  moara  afreah  over 
tbe  miseries  of  his  country. 

Such  was  the  man,  dr,  for  wboie  memory  I  ask 
from  aa  American  Congrats  a  slight  tribute  (^ 
respect.  Not,  sir,  to  patpaiuate  his, fame — bat  our 
gratitude.  Hit  fame  will  last  as  long  as  liberty 
remains  upon  tbe  earth  ;  at  long  at  a  votary  of- 
fere  incense  upon  bar  altar,tbe  name  of  Kosotusko 
will  be  invoked.  And  if,  by  the  eommon  ooasant 
of  tha  world,  a  icnpie  ahall  bo  erected  to  ikoa* 
who  liave  rendered  owtt  serviea  to  mankind,  Uf 
the  statue  of  our  great  eountrymao  shall  oeonw 
the  place  of  the  ^Most  Worthy,"  thai  of  Kom^ 
Dsko  wilt  be  found  by  hit  side,  and  the  wraaib  of 
laurel  will  be  eoiwiaed  wllb  the  patm  of  virliM 
lo  adorn  bis  brow. 

We  nil  BSD  AT,  January  21. 

Another  member,  lo  wit :  from  Maasaohoaetta 
Thomab  Ricb,  appeared,  produced  his  credeik- 
"ials,  and  took  his  seat 

The  House  proceeded  lo  oontider  tbe  amend- 
ment  proposed  yesterday  by  Mr.  Babbbtt,  to  the 
standing  roles  and  order*  of  the  House,  and  the 
same  being  modi&ed  to  read  at  follows : 

"  Ever;  sal^fct  Hhieh,  by  laavs  of  tha  Heose,  AtU 
be  made  Ihe  spsdal  order  of  tha  day  for  aiijr  partiea- 
lar  day,  (and  wMcj)  shall  in  all  casM  be  deified  wilb> 
□at  debate,)  shall,  on  that  day,  ha*e  precedence  of  all 
other  orders  of  the  dar,  except  the  unSoished  bouneia 
at  tha  precoding  day," 

The  question  was  taken  to  agtee  thereto,  nsd 
determined  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  ihai  the  Senate  hare  pasted  "  a  reaotutioa 
directing  the  publioaiioii  and  distribulioQ  of  t^ 
jouroBl,  and  ptoeeedinga  of  tbe  coaroaUoB  vhiek 
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formed  the  prescDi  CoBUiMtioD  of  (be  Uaiud 
Butea;"]!!  which  reaolniion  Ihef  uk  the  aoB- 
eairence  of  this  Hoqm. 
.!<  Sagrtymei  bilU  of  ihe  foltowiaff  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  making  appropriatiooi  for  the  payment 
of  the  arrearara  which  have  beea  iDcarred  foi 
the  mpport  of  Ihe  Military  Establfabment  pre- 
vtooB  to  tbe  Itt  of  JannaT^,  1810 ;  and. 

Ad  aoi  miking  appropnatiom  for  the  siipport 
of  the  MiliUty  Etta biiah meat  of  Ihe  Dsiied 
Stately  for  the  year  IBIS,  were  serenUy  read  the 
tidtA  itme,  aad  paued. 

JUDICIAL  RECORDS.     * 

The  remainder  of  the  day  wai  spent  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  deb«tin^  the  bill  preseri- 
bioK  the  effect  ot  certain  judicial  reeordi. 

Mr.  P^WLiMO,  Mr.  Pihdall,  and  Mr.  Stoskb, 
delivered  (peeebei  of  eoniiderable  length  againit 
the  bilL  and  Mr.  Bpenocb  replied,  also  at  eon- 
iiderable length. 

Tbe  ComUittee  having  risen,  and  tbe  bill  be- 
ing before  the  House — 

Hr.  FoaerTB,  to  try  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
which,  having  been  so  largely  debated,  tnaat  by 
this  time  be  petfectlf  nndenlood,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  bill  indefiaiiely. 

The  queaiioo  on  this  motion  was  ukea  with- 
out dcbiits,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
lawe  majority. 

So  the  bill,  after  so  much  learning,  labor,  and 
ability  displayed  upon  it,  was  finally  rejected. 


TaoBanAT,  January  22. 

Mt.  BiAHHiT  presented  a  petition  of  tbe  third 
eonveblioQ  of  the  ManamiMion  Society  of  Ten- 
Bestee,  prayinc  that  some  meatures  may  be 
adopted  lo  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  slaxe 
pefMiatioa  of  the  United  States. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  the 
leprcaentaiives  of  the  aoooal  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  in  Baltimore. 

Mr.  LoWNDiB.  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meatis,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  ScDBte,  enlifled  'An  act  to  allow  the  beaefii 
of  drawback,  on  merchandise  irsQsported  by  land 
ooDveyiDce,  from  Bristol  lo  Boston,  aod  from 
Boston  to  Bristol, Hn  like  manner  as  if  the  same 
were  transported  coastwise;"  reported  the  same 
wiihont  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAsncii,  of  Obio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Landa  were  instructed  to 
inquiic  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
salary  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  Marietta. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
ibat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  lo  an  act.  making  appropriaiiona 
for  repairing  certain  roada,  therein  described,"  in 
which  they  ask  the  conenrrenee  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
aommiitee  appointed  on  that  pan  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  which  relates  to  roads,  canals, 
aod'aeminaries  of  teaming. 
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The  resolution  from  the  Benste,  direcliag  "  tbe 
publication  and  distribation  of  the  jonrn^  aad 
proceedings  of  the  convention  whieh  formri  Um 
preeent  Constitntion  of  the  Dnited  Slates,"  was 
rend  twice,  and  eommfted  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  this  House  on  the  7ifa  iBstint,  upon 
thai  subject. 

QENBRAL  EOSCIUBEO. 

Mr.  Habbison,  of  Obio,  having  withdrawn  the 
resolution  he  ofiered  for  consideratioa  yesterdBV, 
to  which  be  understood  there  was  eonaiderabte 
objection,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  in  a  joint 
form,  moved,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  resolve  to  the  fol- 
lowing eSec^  with  a  view  to  expressing  the  sense 
of  this  House  alone  on  the  subject : 

JletefoeJ,  That  tbiaHoiws,  enlertaining  the  IukIhm 
respect  lor  tha  mamM7  of  Oeoaral  Koacinake,  hi*  ace- 
vioes,  &0.,  the  membets  Ihwe^  will  testify  th*  nna 
bj  wearing  et^e  on  the  bit  ami  fcr  one  month. 

After  aonie  debate,  in  whieh  this  motion  iwas 
supported  by  Mr.  HABiMOlk  and 
Messrs.  Rbed,  Fobbttb,  and  DiaBi- 

Mr.  Habbisom  withdrew  his  reaolniion  mlto- 
gether,  seeing  it  waa  omoeed,  and  that  tb«  wsnt 
of  unanimttjr  would  destroy  its  valne — aatia&ed 
that,  in  moving  and  suppwtii^  it,  he  bad  ncqail- 
ted  ni*  eonsoience. 

[In  the  short  debate  on  ibia  queation,  the  mecils 
of  Kosciusko,  the  advocate  of  freedom,  Bod  tbe 
frieod  of  man,  were  fully  admitted  ;  bat,  it  was 
shown,  that  no  aueh  respect  aa  waa  now  jjwoposed 
had  been  paid  to  any  of  the  departed  worthies, 
native  or  foreign,  who  had  aided  in  the  achieve* 
meat  of  our  independence,  except  ia  tbe  siofls 
case  of  General  Wabhimotom,  which  was  ad- 
mitted to  be  an  exception  to  all  general  rulea. 
Having  as  recently  as  ISlOjTefuaed a  like  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  Colonel  William  Washington, 
on  his  deceBse,itw8a  too  lata  now,  it  was  deemed, 
10  commence  a  new  system  in  (his  rcspecL} 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  SonTSABD,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  BO  much  of  tbe  President's  Meaaage  aa  relaiea 
to  Indian  Affairs,  made  a  report  upon  the  satajeci, 
which  was  read  ;  when,  Mr.  S-  reported  a  bU\ 
for  establishing  trading  Kading-honses  with  the 
indiao  tribes,  and  for  the  organization  and  en- 
couragemeal  of  scboola  for  their  instrnctioa  and 
ciriliaation ;  which  was  read  twice, and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  report 
is  as  follows ; 

The  """""■"*«  to  sritom  was  raletred  ao  mnch  of 
Ihe  PiaMdent's  Meassga  aa  nlates  lo  ladian  sSaiis, 
rapoit :  That  Ihe  cqutal  appropriated  Gu  proeecataan 
of  Indian  trade  was,  in  180B,  aupnented&MnfiwKI.OOO 
la  $300,000;  which  sum,  by  sncoeeding  acts,  has 
been  tontinoed  down  to  Ibis  period.  Of  tha  capitaj 
thus  appropriated,  $390,000  hsva  been  drawn  boa 
the  Trassnry,  and  aotiva^  tmpbtjti  nndar  diraoioB 
of  tbe  Bnpeclnlendant  of  udiau  Si^liaa.  Under  Um 
vsrioaa  Iswa  enacted  for  tha  sni^wt  and  sasMrage- 
ment  of  Indian  trade,  nght  facbnies  or  liadbi|  peata 
have  been  eatablidied  at  the  foUewing  points : 

1.  Fort  Mibdid],  Oooisia. 

'    ~"  '  Blnft,  llisaari^  Tanitoir. 
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3.  Fott 

\.  Fort  Ombb,    on  the    MiiRonri   il<  __. _. 

mouth  of  tho  OngB. 

6<  Pmirie  do  Uhien,  on  tin  liimmiffi,  near  tha 
moutb  of  tba  WitooiMiii  rivM'. 

6.  OrdoMd  to  Solplini  Fotk,  on  Red  rivn,  fannorl; 
at  NatchitocbM. 

7.  OiMn  B^,  ou  tlic  OiMn  Bo;  of  Lake  Mkhi* 
gan,  IlliMti  Tarritorj. 

8.  CbicafO,  Laka  HichigaD. 

Tbe  comBUlloo  doom  it  onnacawary  to  ptewnt  a 
detailad  -nm  of  tha  pnifiu  and  Iom  of  aaob  paitundar 
ageDcj,aDdaDbDiit,iDrelalionto  thegeaeral  awahlkh- 
mont,  Uiat  it  hai  boon  a  loiiDf  iiiitilation,  ovinf,  it  ii 
preaumable,  Is  adiontitioaa  circnmatancM,  origiiiatinB 
in  onr  laM  beUigorent  Mata,  and  not  ^cowing  oat  of 


Decombor,  1BD9,  it  (lutained  a  loaa  of  944,638  86. 
Sinco  that  ^od  tho  trade  baa  been  more  lUcDcaifal, 
it  havinf  yielded  a  praSt,  on  tha  capital  aetnalh  toM- 
•d  in  tbe  moichaadiBei  of  about  910,000  annvaJlj,  af- 
ter ceverins  a  loM  of  mtfie9,  wbieh  acCToed  in  con- 
aaqneno*  of  lbs  eaptnre  of  aeTaral  tradinr  poata  bjr 
the  enesy  dniins  the  late  war. 

In  thk  •nm  of  Ihe  antgect  the  commftteo  ha*a  not 

I       emtmeed  an  item  of  990,000,  annually  dlabniaed  at 

I       the  Ttaaawiy  hi  llw  SnpefintendeDt  iDd  hia  detka, 

the  Actori«a<  Ao.,aadwlticb,iriieaBppliedio  thecon* 

ctTo,  aa  neeaaMfly  it  imat  be  in  maJuDi  an  latimaia 

of  praflt  aad  loi^  will  abaorb  the  proflla  ariaitig  from 

tbe  timdi  emploTod  in  krtAt,  and  fbniirii  en  annaal 

charge  againat  ute  eatablMhiMnt  of  9A>0<io.     Thla 

-    annul  loaa  being  loitained  by  tbe  Troaatny,  ponoant 

to  aunopnationa  for  tke  pay  of  the  Saperintendnnt 

and  hiB  aewatanti,  ia  a  loaa  to  tbe  GoTMmaantbntQOt 

to  the  concern,  in  the  diminiitioa  of  ita  capitalt  wbidii 

under  all  Eircumatancea,  lemaiDa  stationary. 

The  act  paaaed  39th  of  April,  IBie,  giring  to  the 
Preiident  the  dbcretionary  power  of  lieenaing  foreign- 
en  to  a  participation  in  the  Indian  trade,  ia  leu  ex- 
ceptionule  in  theoiif  than  in  practice.     With  all  tbe 
guard*  of  the  act  and  precautions  of  the  ExecutiTe,  it 
hai  bceu  found  impracticable,  under  diqteniing  power, 
to  aToid  the  admiaaion  of  men  of  Ticiou*  habits,  whoee 
1       conduct  tends  to  interrupt  the  peace  and  hanUony  of 
I       the  United  States  end  Ihe  Indian  Iribea ;  nor  can  mch 
I       be  inttodneed  whik  the  door  la  left  opea  to  Ibnign 
I       ttadoi ;  either  admit  or  excJnde  ail.    A  sytten  par- 
tial in  Ha  ebaruater  wilf,  by  inhMllng  a  worthy  appli- 
cant, do  him  injaatiee ;  and,  hf  psnidtttig  the  franda- 
leat  BpeealBtar,  the  aange  for  whoM  the  pnrvieian  ia 
nwde  end  the  BOttiy  are  wiongej.    The  EzeenliTa 

power  depoeited  wUi  him,  and,  no  doabt,  ia  tOun  it- 
ceired  in  the  eharaeUr  of  peraons  Teeomnieaded  la 
Fieeidential  patronage. 

Tbe  committee  are  apmiud  that  the  eichisioa  of 
foreigner*  will  be  attenoed  wil' 
lion,  and  a  temporary  expcnae 

inbibitiou  will  dsTolTe  on  . 

tion  to  increaie  its  trading  poata  and  augment  Indian 
capital,  BO  a*  to  lupply  the  wants  of  audi  tribes  as  are 
now  depeodent  oa  roreigu  trade.  The  proaecution  of 
this  policy  will  be  strongly  aided  by  the  additioiul 
rigor  with  which  the  lystem  will  inapire  the  commer- 
cUl  enterprise  of  the  Americau  citlien.  The  commit- 
tee haa  been  unable  to  ascertain  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy  the  amomit  of  capital  employed  l^foreignen 
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may  be  aceaBaned  by  the  withdrawing  of  foraign  capi- 
tal ;  but,  from  tbe  best  lights  nhidi  bare  been  aflbid- 
ed,  the  committee  are  induced  to  believe  that  — 
doilara,  in  addition  to  the  preaenl  approttriatioBs,  bar- 
ing tha  aozitiary  exertions  of  iDdinidul  entet^iae, 
and  aided  by  a  superinteodence  at  St.  Louis,  or  soae 
other  suitable  place,  could  bo  amply  sufficient  to  ac- 
complish what  must  be  desirable  in  the  GoTeramant— 
the  supply  of  those  dependant  upon  ita  hamani^  upon 
tarmi  advantagaous  to  both. 

Tout  committee  further  report,  that  they  consider 
supplying  the  Indian  tiibee  with  such  articles  of  oiar- 
chaniUse  aa  are  necessary  to  meet  their  preving  wants 
ia  not  only  au  act  of  huDianity,  bat  sound  national 
policy;  and  that  ever^  measure  that  would  tend  b 
ciTilne  those  aaiaga  titbee  ou^  to  be  punned  by  the 
United  States.  Your  committee  are  induced  to  believe 
tiiat  nothing  in  Ihe  power  of  Qoremmenl  to  do  would 
have  a  more  direct  tendency  to  produce  this  deBrsUe 
object  than  the  establishment  of  schools  at  coavenieut 
and  safo  plaeea  amongst  thoee  tr&ee  friendly  to  oa. 
Yonr  committee  are  aware  that  many  ^uiibi*  obfac- 
tiona  may  ba  raised  against  the  propnMd  meMurs^  but 
we  believe  that  all  ditlealtiea  on  Ota  sal^  m»j  he 
Burmounled,  and  that  the  great  object  may  be  eanied 
into  piMtkal  «Aect.  In  the  prseent  state  of  eureovn- 
try  one  of  two  things  seems  to  be  nnrnsssTj — ttther 
thai  tbsae  sons  of  the  forest  should  be  mocaliaed  or 
aiterminaled.  Humaoitj  would  rejoice  at  theformer, 
but  shrink  with  horror  from  the  tatter.  Put  into  tlM 
handa  of  their  children  the  primer  sod  tha  hoe,  and 
tlw  will  naturally  iu  time  take  hold  of  the  plough ; 
and  as  their  minds  become  enlightened  and  expand, 
the  Bible  will  be  their  book,  and  Ihey  will  grow  up  in 
babita  of  morality  and  industry ;  leave  the  chase  to 
those  whoaa  minds  are  less  colliveted,  snd  become  use- 
flil  memben  of  socieiy. 


and  benevolent  sodetie*  in  the  Indiee,  among  the  Hio- 
dooe  and  Hottsnlata ;  and  notwithatatiding  Oat  oUMr* 
stition,  bigotry,  and  ignoranea,  have  shioDded  ifieee 
people  ia  darluieas  for  agae,  thouaands  of  them  have 
ahMkdy  yielded  to  '     ' 

TheOovemme 
Ur ;  no  Bibles  or  books  to  t 
other  Itngueges.  Only  establish  aome  English 
schools  1  the  experiment  may  be  tried  at  a  vay  email 
expense.  The  committee  believe  that  increaauig  t^ 
number  of  trading  posts,  and  establishing  aebools  aa 
or  near  ourfrontiera  for  the  education  of  Indian  child- 
ren, would  be  attended  with  benefldal  aflecte  both  to 
the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the  beat 
poaeiUe  means  of  seeming  the  friendship  of  thoee  na> 
tkma  in  amity  with  ns,  and,  in  time,  to  bring  Ihe  hoe- 
tile  Iribee  to  see  that  their  true  inturest  Use  in  peace, 
and  not  in  war.  And  therefore  the  committee  report 
a  bin. 

NAVAL  DISCIPLINE. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  rose  for  Ihe  (lurpoM 
of  tubmitiiag  lo  the  House  a  proposition  for 
amcading  the  act  of  1800,  esiabtisbing  rules  £or 
the  government  of  the  Navy-  He  begged  leare 
10  premise  ihal  lie  waf  a  friend  to  the  N&Tjr  j 
thai  he  eoasidered  ii  a  most  iroporunt  porlitfn 
of  ibe  military  defenee  of  the  counlry— tnd  xn 
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eclablishment  whicb,  of  •  size  and  foioe  propof 
Itoned  lo  OUT  rcGOurces,  and  uoder  wholeEome 
Uid  just  T^uUlioDS,  hq  believed  would  aiwaifs 
be  found  of  ibe  moil  eiMiitial  letviee,  as  well  la 
defentive  u  in  oSeiwire  operalions.  But,  bis 
altentioB  having  beta  called  bjr  recent  cUcom- 
'  ~~  n  10  [be  «et  to  whieb  he  had  leferred,  br 
.. .  .  u  matare  deliberatioD,  f  " 
the  aei  ott^ht  to  br  amended. 
Mid.  a  diitMciioD  made  bf  the  prorlsiope  of  ibat 
set  beiwcen  the  eopenor  and  ioferior  offleets  of 
the  NaTf,  which,  in  his  opiDJoo,  would  disgrace 
ihemostdnpoiicGoverQmeQtia  the  world.  He 
nked,  if  the  superior  officers  of  the  Arm;  and 
'NsTy  had  not  saffieienl  disiinction  over  [be  in- 
ftrior  officers,  in  the  honors,  and  in  the  emolu- 
ments of  their  station,  aod  in  the  lenards  and 
graEilude  of  ibe  public  7  When,  forge[fuI  of  self- 
res  pec[  tad  of  their  duty  lo  (he  public,  they  should 
commit  crimes,  why  should  a  dis[iiu:[ion  still  be 
made  between  [hem  and  their  iDfetiors  "i  lo  ibis 
country,  he  undcniood,  ihal  all  meii,  coromittiog 
crinee,  equftitjr  violate  the  kwa,  and  onxht  Ibere- 
tare  to  8[Bnd  oo  iba  same  footisg.  The  only 
di&reaee  between  them  should  be  this :  Ibat 
atroBger  tettinoar  would,  in  the  opioioa  of  the 
JWT,  De  lequired  to  eoavict  a  man  of  a  fair,  high 
■nd  honorable  oharacier,  ihiD  one  of  a  difiereni 
description.  Will  yon,  said  Mr.  J.,  make  the  dis- 
tinciioD  that  one  officer  shall  be  punished  by 
death  for  an  offnce  which,  in  another,  is  punish- 
able by  a  simple  reprimand  t  Look  at  the  law 
for  the  government  of  ihe  Navy.  You  will  find 
that  the  ioferior  who  cominits  an  assault  on  a 
■operior  officer,  forfeits  his  lifel  Why  punish 
him  more  severely  than  for  the  like  offence  you 
would  any  other  ci[izeQ  of  (he  United  3[a[es1 
If  any  other  oi[izen  commiie  an  assiult,  even  on 
this  officer,  what  is  his  puDishm«nt7  If  it  be 
within  a  Si*ie,  he  is  liable  (a  an  iadietmeot.and 
M  a  fine  and  imprisoitiDeiit,  light  in  proportion 
10  the  lighlnet*  of  his  offence  ;  he  is  aUo  liable 
u  ao  aotioD  for  damagei  by  (he  party  iajuted, 
viiere  (he  damages  given  are  prDportioaad  lotbe 
iojory  received.  Why  should  so  iiiiponant  a 
dininction  in  this  respect  be  made  between  offi- 
cer* aad  eiiizetts  ?  As  this  law  bad  been  [wssed 
tmiiy  yean  ago,  and  as  perhaps  the  a((eniion  of 
many  members  had  not  been  particularly  directed 
to  h,  Mr,  J.  read,  for  their  information  the  fol- 
lowing clauses  of  it: 

"Abt.  U.  No  officai  or  piivale  in  the  Navy  shaU 
disobe;  tha  lanfiil  ordan  of  his  snperior  officer,  or 
•trike  him,  or  draw,  oi  offsrto  draw,  or  raise  any  we*- 
psD  ajuiMt  him,  while  in  tha  eieeatioo  of  the  daties 
of  his  office,  on  pstn  of  death,  or  sudi  olhei  ptmiah- 
nant  as  a  court  martial  ■hall  inflict." 

"Abt.  30.  No  commanding  officer  shall,  of  his  own 
anthoritj,  discharge  a  oommisaioned  or  warrant  officer, 
nor  strike  nor  punish  him  otherwise  than  by  wama- 
slon  cr  cDnfinement,  &:c.  Any  commandins  offiesr 
eflending  herein  shall  be  puni^ed  at  the  discretion  of 

I  presume,  said  Mr.  J.,  no  question  to  ba  more 
dear,  ihao  that  no  court  ceo  impose  the  penalty 
of  death,  unless  the  power  to  pnnish  by  death  be 


eiprenly  given.  How  iuoaaiMtiUe  ia  mfa  t 
distiociion,  as  is  eoniained  in  theee  elaoMLwitb 
[hegeniusaodEpirit  of  our  GoTemnMslI  what 
a  libel  on  the  principles  of  freedom  aad  rgualiiy 
everywhere  claimed  io  the  United  States  I  To 
what  ridicule  would  it  subject  Ihe  ioferior  officer 
who  should  boast  of  the  Declaralion  of  Indepea- 
dence  and  the  equality  of  richta  in  tfait  eoantty. 
I  ask  if  the  discrimioaiion  Be  ^ostT  If  the  irf- 
fences  committed  by  the  superior  officers  be  not 
[he  moat  likely  to  prove  in  in  rio  Us  totbe  servieeT 
(he  most  calcutated  to  produce  demoralizing  led 
bad  effects  by  ihefr  ezatnplel  1  hare  no  qne*- 
lion  that  all  evil  and  bad  examples  set  by  men  higt 
in  office,  and  in  the  confidence  of  the  counlry, 
descend  on  society  with  the  accumulated  force 
of  gravity.  Yet,  whilst  the  same  acl,  if  perform- 
ed ^y  an  obscure  subaltern,  would  be  ridiculed 
and  condemned — if  performed  by  some  dislia- 
guisbed  and  popular  favorite,  it  would,  if  not 
openly  approved,  at  least  Snd  many  apoJ<;^su. 
The  irue  policy  of  this  Qovemmeni  is  (o  aSotd 
equal  Drotcclion  to  all ;  lo  deal  out  c^ukI  wad 
esamplary  punishments  agaiMt  all  offsndero.  If 
any  distinction  be  made,  I  would  punish  wiii 
most  severity  [he  man  high  in  office,  tfat;  popular 
idol,  who  should  become  forgetful  sf  hi*  dutus 
and  obligations  to  societr.  There  ia  liiUe  danger 
thai  (he  tigbts  of  the  Mperior  offioetia  theNavr 
will  be  violated,  his  peraoa  ailac^ed,  or  bis  feel- 
ings iuMilted.by  tboae  under  biseoqiBaiid.  Si- 
perience,  aad  reoeai  oceari«ii««s,  prove  to  as, 
that  dwsaballern  oSc«ria  in'a  Terydlfiareataii- 
aalion.  1  allude  t«  a  recent  ocanrreM*  oh  the 
Mediterranean  station.  It  has  been  pablisked  to 
the  wwrld,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  infonaed,  never 
contradicted,  ihat,  whilst  on  that  staiioo,  a  most 
distinguished  naval  officer,  Captain  Perry,  did  so 
far  fowe(  his  own  dignity  as  [o  order  in  his  prei- 
ence  Cap[ain  Hea(h,  of  [he  Marine  Corps,  aoil 
first  load  bim  wi[h  the  most  vul^r  and  abusive 
epithets,  and  then  proceed  to  infircl  blows  oa  his 
person— and  immediately  order  him  oader  an 
arrest.  Can  such  conduct  be  tolerated  io  (hii 
country  1  I  hope,  I  trust  not.  Bat  Captain  Perry 
has  submitted  to,  aod  received  (h«  sentence  of  a 
court  martial.  I  will  net  ai  present  spealt  of  the 
proceedioga  of  thai  court.  I  am  sot  posMaied  of 
(he  facbi  io  a  way  to  autbotice  me.  If  the  pee*- 
en[  reK^uiiOA  akoiild  be  adopted,  ii  ii  my  imca- 
lion  M  call  for  iba  (iToeeediD^^  that  eonrt.  Sir, 
if  Congress  do  not  intcrpeee  it*  aid  io  pravent  the 
recorrenoe  of  similar  abuses  ia  that  deparimeii^ 
1  shall  coBiidev  the  em  of  glory,  which  liad  risen 
wiib  such  unusual  splendor  on  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Stales,  as  saorn  ibrevet  of  kis  beams. 
Wbatmanof  honor,  DndarexiMingeirenmetancei, 
with  the  present  law,  would  either  enter  yoar 
Navv  himself,  or  permit  his  son  to  do  so  7  I 
would  as  soon  become  ilie  miserable  slave,  wko 
licks  the  dust  from  the  foot  of  despotism,  ss  to 
enter,  wi[h  ihecommiiiiion  of  a  subaltern  officer, 
Ihe  Navy  of  (he  United  S[ates,  with  the  eiisdog 
law,  under  (he  command  of  a  proud,  supetcilious, 
aod  [yiaoaicat  commander.  I  believe  that  no  acts 
of  disliogaialied  valor,  and  grrat  importance  to 
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which  fan  the  Mcred  ftiUM  or  himiBn  genin*. 
When  regulated  and  proi»erJy  directed,  ibey  raiw 
the  owner  of  that  rtre  gift  to  the  mmt  Bablime 
heigbu  of  glorf  and  renown.  Bat,  when  irreg- 
ular and  UD restrained,  (hey  as  rwqueatljr  precip- 
itate the  possetaoc  of  the  most  biiUiaot  genius 
into  the  gulf  of  ruin  and  destracllon.  It  is  the 
province  and  the  daily  of  the  Legislature,  by  Mi- 
litary laws,  to  earb  and  resinin  the  wildj  irregu- 
lar, and  pernieious  salliM  of  hninaa  passioe. 

No  niBD,  said  Mr.  J.,  deHrred   more  of  hi« 
country  for  his  gallaotry  than  Captain  Perry,  the 
beto  of  Lake  Brie ;  be  who,  daring  the  late  war, 
shed  the  brightest  beam  od  ibis  natton  by  which 
its  coDrsewas  lighted.    Sir,  said  Mr,  J.,  I  should 
despise  myaelf,  if  1  possessed  a  heart  so  cold  as 
not  to  participate  in  (he  general  feelings  of  te- 
■pecl,  gratitude,  and  admiraiioa  for  the  man  who, 
by  his  prowess,  achiered  sueh  unfadiog  glory  to 
the  nation.    But  the  most  radiant  beam  which 
CTer  played  about  the  head  of  the  hero  m*y  be 
obsonred,  and  the  most  blooming  laurels  may  be- 
come tainished  by  subsequent  acta  of  tyranny  and 
oppression.    Who  can  Iwbold,  without  the  deep- 
est regret,  and  without  being  ready  to  drop  a  tear 
for  the  frailly  of  poor  homan  natare,  the  hero, 
flnrrouaded  b^  the  trophies  of  military  fame  and 
renown,  basking  in  the  Hunshine  of  popular  fa- 
Tor,  enjoying  tne   respect  and  confidence  of  his 
own  nation,  aodeommanding  ibe respect  and  ap- 
plause of  foreign  nations — staopiag  from  hli  ele- 
ratioD,  forgetful  of  bis  own  dignity  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  jastiee,  bringing  before  bim  a  subaltern 
officer — first  bestowing  on  him  vulgar  and  scnr- 
tiloos  abase,  and  tb»)  riolatiag  his  person  b^ 
blowsl    Sir,   (he   American    flag,   whererer  it 
waves,  whether  it  flaats  in  the  soft,  vol  opt  tioss, 
!    and  demoralizing  air  of  the  Mediterranean,  or 
i    glitters  in  the  northern  blast,  abould  afford  pro- 
'    teciioD,  complete  and  ample  proteclioD,  to  erery 
I    citizen   who  sails  under   it,  from   the  common 
^    Milor  who  stands  before  the  mast,  to  the  proud 
1   commodore  yrho  commands  the  squadron. 
*       I  hope  the  resolution  will  be  adopted.    I  an 
'    inflnenced  by  no  other  consldcratioa  than  a  re- 
'    sard  to  jualice,  and  a  just  regard  for  the  true  and 
'    iBBiing  prMperlly  of  the  ntTy.    To  all  the  pai^ 
'    lies,  Captaiit  Heath,  Captain  Perry,  and  Commo- 


dore Cbanncey,  I  am  a  perfect  stranger. 

Mr.  J.  then  handed  to  the  Chair  the  fol 
Tesolntiou ; 


Sa^ntd,  That  flia  CoramMaa  for  the  D^utmeat 
at  the  Havy  be  inaWaolad  ta  iiqain  into  the  »p*- 
dieuey  of  so  saMnd»glhaaeteiituUd''Aa  aot  br  Ae 
bettor  tewmnent  of  dia  Navy  e<  the  United  Slatas," 
approTed  April  tS,  ISOO^  whieb  impose*  tba  pen^ 
<f  death  Ml  an  aSLcar  iw  prmie  is  tba  Nary,  who 
skall  diaobay  the  lawfal  awers  of  bja  aupatiar  oSear, 
01  strike  him,  or  dtsw,  oi  ofhr  to  draw,  or  laia*  any 
frespoD  against  him,  while  in  the  eieeotioa  *f  the 
dutias  of  hi*  office,  a*  to  make  tba  punisbment,  in  eaaa 
of  in  officer,  a  fiirieituie  of  bis  tramnt  or  commission, 
anil  dismissioii  from  lbs  aerrice ;  sod  io  tbs  cue  of  a 
private,  diinisHon  from  the  ssrrloe ;  sncl  so  to  amend 
the  laid  act  •>  to  anbjeet  the  saperim  officar  who  ifaall 


Nary  of  tba  United  8 
CM***  above  enamentsd,  shall  be  rrinalatad  hy  tba 
FrsHdantof  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Habbison,  of  Ohio,  said  he  bad  alwar* 
made  it  a  rule  to  rote  for  inquiry  into  any  sub- 
ject, when  proposed  by  a  member.  In  e< 
ey  with  that  rule,  he  should  rote  for  this 


therefore,  he  reaerTM  to  himself  the  right  to  de- 
cide when  ths  qaaalion  sboiiM  In  that  shape/some 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  raferriBg  the  suhjeet  generally  ta  the 
eouKokue  for  inqtiiry,  without  speeifying  any 
partieolar  amendraenl  to  the  law*  for  the  gpw 
enmeat  of  the  Navy. 

Hr.  FoBBTTB,  of  Oeotgia,  mored  to  amead  the 
reaolnlton  bv  striking  out  the  first  part  of  it,  so  at 
to  eonflae  tbe  Inquiry  to  that  part  of  the  act  rt- 
ferred  to,  which  rektea  to  the  ponisbmeat  of  « 
superior  offioer  for  miseondBCt  loan  inferior.  He 
couJd  not  tbink  it  neceasary  to  laquire  inio  the 
'    "      "'"'  "  of  the  propori- 

,        .  ,  LS  therein  pro- 

posed, would  bare  a  tendency  to  destroy  suDOC- 
dioation  ;  at  the  same  tine,  howerer,  he  agreed 
with  the  geBtleouB  from  Vi^inia,  as  to  (he  n«- 
oeaslly  of  proTidiog  for  tbe  puaishmeot  of  a  au- 
perlor  officer  who  so  far  forgeta  the  respeet  doe 
to  hit  country  and  to  bis  sttiien,  a*  to  treat  his 
inferior  with  eoatnmelyand  violanoe.  With  re- 
ipeet  to  tbe  cirenmstancea  which  bad  glTen  rise 
to  (his  motion,  Mr.  F.  said  he  knew  no  more  thwt 
other  member  of  this  House.  The  case  re- 
ferred to,  as  he  and  others  had  seen  it  slated,  ap- 
peared to  be  an  extraordinary'  one  i  butr  he  said, 
he  had  always  reserved  to  himself  the  right  to 
form  an  opinion  on  siiEh  traasaction*  when  all 
tbe  eircamstanees  should  be  before  him,  and  not 
on  the  exfaria  ataiemeat  of  any  of  the  partiea 


Hr.  JoBiiBON  said  he  hoped  the  proposed 
amendment  to  bis  motion  would  not  be  adopted ; 
for,  if  his  whole  proposition  abould  be  iocorpo- 
— "1  into  the  existing  acli^  it  would  not  even 
, .  me  an  eqaaiiiy  el  punishment.  Under  the 
preeeat  law,  for  an  assaolt  of  an  inferior  on  a  su- 
perior officer,  courts  martial  were  atttborixed  to 
award  the  sentence  of  death;  whilst,  reversing 
the  facts,  the  oflender  was  liable  to  no  otherpun- 
ishment  than  dismission  from  the  service.  Why, 
he  asked,  this  difference  1    Mr.  J.  said  he  had  no 


tuaied  by  as  patriotic  and  honorable  seniimenti 
as  that  of  the  superior  officer,  who  struts  on  the 
qaarter-deek  with  his  pair  of  epaaleties.  Was 
there  any  reason  why  a  distinction  should  be 
made,  iu  ont  laws,  between  persons  who  commit 
erimes  of  the  same  graded    When  on  the  laal 
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OQi  pmkl  lawi  were  m  unetiorated  u  to  ptuiih 
eren  muider  in  the  second  degree,  wlih  imprutnt- 
m«Dt  ID  a  jail  or  penitentiary— (fuch  was  the 
CBM  in  Virginia,  and  in  PeoniylTania,  and  in 
other  Biates) — wkf  pnniah  an  officer  in  yotir 
KTTice  br  death  for  a  mere  aaianlt  ?  Bat  it  waa 
said  that  an  eoualization  of  paniihrnent  fortfaHe 
offences  wouta  produce  insnoordination.  He  con- 
ceired  not ;  for,  even  if  the  lam  were  amended 
ai  he  proposed,  the  inferior  officer  committing  the 
offence  would  be  liable  to  be  disgraced  from  the 
HiTice.  If  a  superior  officer  should  commit  a 
like  offence,  with  the  stronger  indiicementi  of  pa- 
ttiolism  and  reaped  for  tae  laws  which  belong 
to  higher  station  and  miturer  age  la  refrain  from 
it,  np  higher  pnaishment  would  await  him.  Mr, 
J.  repeated,  that  be  trusted  the  imendment  wootd 
not  previil. 

Mr.  PLBAaAKTB,  of  Virginia,  said  that  before 
the  amendment  had  been  moved  br  Mr.  Foa- 
■TTH,  he  was  about  to  object  to  the  resolntion  on 
the  gronnd  of  the  specific  direction  it  contained 
to  the  committee  as  t»  the  particular  points  e«  be 
icquired  into.  He  thought  the  sobject  a  proper 
one  for  iuquirjr,  aa  respected  the  dutv  of  the 
House  and  the  interest  of  the  nation.  He  would 
not  give  anr  opinion  on  the  transactions  adverted 
to  as  baring  occurred  in  the  Mediterraacan,  be- 
cause  ho  had  seen  but  one  side  of  the  question,  to 
which  indeed  much  respect  was  due,  and  the 
more  so  as  no  tepi;  had  been  made  to  it.  That 
statement,  he  very  much  regretted  to  say,  did  set 
the  conduct  of  the  officer  who  had  stood  so  high 
in  his  esteem,  in  a  point  of  view  which  he  bad 
regarded  with  pain.  His  objection  to  the  inquiry 
was  to  its  Umtied  nature,  when,  it  appeared  to 
him,  the  whole  law,  or  the  several  taws  on  the 
subject,  should  be  opento  theinrestigatiooof  ihe 
committee.  The  committee  would  (ben  inquire 
whether  ebuies  bad  been  committed,  and  direei 
their  attention  to  the  means  ot  pceveoiiag  (hem 
for  the  future.  He  should  vote  against  tbe  pres- 
ent amendment,  and,  if  it  was  negatived,  should 


intimation  that  he  should  not  bare  made  it,  had 
he  been  apprized  that  the  chsirman  of  the  Naval 
Committee  (Mr.  PLEAeiHTs)  m^ut  to  make 
any  motion  un  tbeeubjecL 

Mr.  PuABANTa  then  moved  to  amend  the  res- 
olution before  the  House,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"Smked,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Naval  AOun  be 
instncted  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
■Itemtiona  an  peeper  t«  be  made  in  tbe  sevaml  laws 
tot  the  (OTecoment  of  the  Nbtt." 

Mr.  JoHNsoK  said,  as  his  object  was  accom- 
plished ia  drawing  tbe  attention  of  the  House 
and  of  the  committee  to  the  particular  point  which 
he  wished  to  see  investigated,  he  would  accept 
the  proposed  amendment  as  a  mudi&catiou  of  hu 

And,  thus  modiSed.ibereiolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JoUNBDH  then  sobmitted  the  followicg  res- 
olution, the  adoption  of  which,  he  thought,  fol- 
lowed as  a  necessary  consequence  of  that  just 


"Saokei,  That  the  Beoetary  of  tha  Navy  be  di- 

Tsdad  to  report  to  this  Howe  the  y wlimi  of  a 

certain  court  martial,  ordered  by  CenuBOdore  laac 
C:^Qnc^,  an  tha  HeditenHieaii  atatiDa,  tn  the  tml 
of  Captam  Oliver  H.  Peny ;  alw),  the  pcoMediiifs  of 
a  court  niBTtial,  on  the  tame  station,  or^ied  by  ihe 
same  officer,  for  the  trial  of  Captain  John  Heath,  of 
the  Marine  Corps." 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  opposiiion. 
COMMUTATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobmson,  of  Kentncky,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  tbe  bUL 
now  lyitig  on  tbe  table,  for  the  commntntion  i^ 
soldiers'  Bounty  lands,  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto. 

Mr.  Gabnett,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  postpone 
indefinitely  the  whole  subject,  believiog  that  it 
had  been  so  widely  debated  as  to  make  furihtr 
debate  thereon  not  necessary  to  ascertnia  tht 
sense  of  the  House. 

Wi.  JoBNaoM,  of  Eeniueky,  said  be  did  not,  af- 
ter all  that  had  been  said,  intend  to  enter  into  tk 
debate  J  but  contented  himself  with  calling  \it 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  made  some  obser rati ou 
to  show  why  he  thought  tbe  bill  ought  not  to  bt 
indefinitely  postponedj  because  he  BeUeved  that 
tbe  passageof  a  oill  on  the  principle  of  this,  would 
be  important  not  only  to  the  interests  of  the  im- 
provident soldiers,  whose  case  had  been  generally 
referred  to  in  the  former  debate,  but  to  those  also 
of  a  different  character,  whose  interest  and  wish 
it  was  not  to  settle  the  laada  which  they  receive 
from  tbe  Qovernment,  preferring  to  remain  in 
the  Southern  country.  He  regarded  the  measure 
also  as  one  of  policy ;  inasmuch  as  the  depreciated 
rates  at  which  the  warrants  passed  into  tVc  bands 
of  speculators,  besides  the  United  Sutes  losing 
tbe  value  of  these  lands,  deteriorated  also  the 
value  of  other  lands  belonging  to  tbe  Ooreramenu 
BoUrgiog  on  these  views  of  tbe  subject,  Mr.  C 
expressed  his  opinion  very  decidedly  to  be,  thtl 
some  such  act  ought  to  past^  acd  in  the  shape 
proposed  by  Mr.  RoBERTaoM's  amendment,  u 
give  a  certain  quantity  of  United  Slatea'  stocl 
in  lien  of  money,  for  the  land  warrants,  the  cei^ 
lificates  of  which,  he  thought,  being  of  smali 
amount,  sod  bearing  interest,  would  circulate 
freely  from  hand  to  hand,  and  would  be  more  ac- 
ceptable to  the  holders  of  the  warrants  thai 


by  the  friends  and  opposers  of  this  bill,  it  may  ap- 
pear vanity  in  me,  a  young  member  in  thia  House, 
to  attempt  to  make  any  remarks,  with  a  view  to 
tbrov  new  light  on  this  subject.  I  shall,  how 
ever,  beg  tbe  indulgence  of  the  Honee  for  a  few 
moments,  while  I  oier  some  of  the  reasons  that 
will  govern  me  in  giving  my  vote  on  this  qnes- 

The  friends  of  this  bill,  sir,  profess  to  have  three 
objects  in  view:  first,  to  prevent  specolatian,  sec- 
ondly, to  benefit  the  soldier  j  and,  thirdly,  to  bene- 
fit the  Goverameot  itself.  These  are  certainly 
great  and  desirable  objects ;  and  if  we  can  obtain 
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them^  or  ertn  a  part  or  tlmn,  it  mtj  exeuM  for 
the  time  we  have  speot  in  delibentiDg  and  debat- 
ing npoathviabjeet;  and  if  leovld  be  pennaded 
that  any  one  of  thcM  o^eots  would  be  obtained, 
I  shoald  hoitato  bdbra  I  gare  it  mf  ne^tire. 

But,  tir.  eav  these  objeett  be  obtained  bjr  the 
mtsa^e  of thit  bill  ?  Wul  it  prercnt  menlaiion  7 
No,  *ir,   I  amnbend  it   woald   latner  encoar- 

Xand  faeilitata  it.  What  woald  tfa«  >pec- 
lor,  with  the  law  In  bit  hand,  My  to  tbe  poor 
soldiei  who  wanted  to  get  nontj  tai  his  laadl 
He  would  satDiallr  magnliy  hii  difficulltes ;  he 
wonld  idl  him  of  the  dictaoee  he  tniut  {^,  of  the 
expense  and  troable;  he  wonld  mj  to  him^foar 
land  is  not  worth  more  than  9100;  that  ii  tbe 
value  yoor  GorerameDt  baa  [lat  opon  it ;  this  ran 
can  have,  bat  In  order  to  get  it  you  most  eneoan- 
ter  all  this  espease  and  trouble.  Come,  my  good 
fellow,  f  he  would  say  to  bim)  if  yon  want  money, 
I  will  g]v«  yon  50  or  00,  or  perbipi  TO  dollars,  in 
caah,  and  yon  will  have  no  more  trouble  abont  it ; 
f  and  DO  doubt  a  bargain  would  be  struck.  And 
'  this  would  be  the  way  the  soldier  would  be  cheat- 
ed oat  of  hia  land. 

I  think,  lir,  it  is  rain  to  attempt  to  stop  specn- 
latioD.  Is  it  not  daily  practised,  eTen  in  regard 
to  our  moneyed  iostitationsl  Scarcely  a  mem- 
ber in  this  House,  sir,  but  has  got  pa^  in  hia 
pocket  tbat  would  command  the  specie  in  the 
State  he  is  from,  tbat  will  not  be  receired  iu  this 
city  but  at  a  diacouol  of  from  two  to  ten  per  cent. 
I  merely  mention  this  to  show,  that  it  is  vain  to 
expect  by  this  bill  to  saro  the  soldier  from  the 
hands  of  ibe  speculator. 

Sir,  I  do  thmk  the  beat  and  safest  caurae  is  to 
let  the  soldier  alone,  and  glre  him  his  land  ac- 
cording to  contract:  and  do  not  ondctvalue  it  so 
much  aa  to  induce  him  to  almoat  giTe  it  away. 

By  this  time,  sir,  the  ralae  of  tliose  lands  be- 
gins to  ba  known,  and  the  soldier  will  be  able  to 

<  get  more,  eren  from  the  speculator  himself,  than 
'    you  are  iboat  to  offer. 

<  When  the  Qorernment  agreed  to  gire  the  sol- 
1    dier  bounty  lend,  they  intended  to  gnard  biiu  from 

his  own  imprudence  as  well  as  from  the  cunning 

<  arts  of  tbe  tpecnlator.  Those  guards  ooghi  to  be 
'  continued;  the  soldier  ou^ht  to  hare  lime  lo  re- 
I    fleet,  and  to  consult  his  friends,  after  he  retama 

home,  and  after  he  becomes  a  free  man,  before  he 
has  ^wer  to  sell  and  convey.  I  will  reniure  to 
predict,  sir,  tbat  if  we  take  off  those  restraints, 
and  enable  the  soldier  lo  sell  as  soon  as  he  is  in- 
tilled  to  hla  bonoty.  more  than  half,  yes  I  think  I 
may  say,  nioe-tenits  of  all  who  are  willing  to 
■ell  their  land  wonld  do  so  before  tbey  leave  the 
camp.  Being  far  from  home,  and  not  knowing 
nor  TGgardioK  ibe  value  of  the  land,  the  officers 
would  be  able  to  purchase  it  for  a  mere  trifle; 
whereas,  if  tbey  hare  time  to  mingle  with  their 
country  friend^and  receive  their  counsel  and  ad- 
vice, they  would  be  more  likely  to  get  something 
like  its  value. 

But,  sir,  to  take  another  view  of  this  subject, 
and  look  a  few  years  forward,  supposing  it  should 
turn  out  that  a  very  considerable  proportion  of 
ODt  soldian  should  commute  their  land  to  Oor- 


emment  fbr  money,  what  might  we  expect  to 
heat  in  a  very  short  time  1  Would  ihey  not  make 
application  to  Qovernmeiit  for  remuneration  f 
We  might  then  be  told,  (and  told  with  trutb.) 
tbat  we  had  gotten  their  land  for  (100,  and  bad 
sold  it,  at  the  least,  fbr  tM@0  j'  and  that  it  would 
be  an  act  of  injustice  to  withhold  the  surplosage 
from  tbe  war-worn  soldier  who  had  fongnt  your 
battles  and  bled  in  the  defence  of  his  couDtry's 
dearest  rights.  Sir,  I  fear  that  there  would  be  a 
lony  tail  to  this  business,  and  tcatcely  an  end  1 


I^slating  upon  it.  Is  it  not  better  to  stop  before 
we  get  into  dtficnlties.  and  leave  the  soldier  iv 
the  enjoyment  of  that  bounty  his  country  has  « 


generously  given  him,  and  not  pass  a  law  that 
will  have  the  effect  lo  undervalue  ft. 

For  these  reasons,  sir,  and  many  more  ihat 
might  be  urged,  I  am  opposed  to  this  1»11.  Be- 
lieving no  one  of  the  olgects  intended  will  be  ob- 
tained, believing  that  no  good  will  be  elbcted  by 
tbe  pawagfl  of  this  bill,  and  that  much  evil  may 
be  the  result,  I  shall  vote  for  the  indeBoite  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Lownoia  opposed  the  postponement  in  a 
short  soeech.  If  an  arrangement,  lie  said,  oould 
be  made  in  lemcct  to  the  boimiy  lands,  at  oaee 
beneficial  to  the  soldier  and  tbe  OoveroraeBt, 
there  oould  be  no  doubt  of  the  expediency  of  Its 
adoption.  That  the  measure  before  tbe  House 
would  be  beneficial  to  both,  he  had  no  doubt,  for 
reasons  which  he  stated  at  large.  The  soldier, 
he  conceived,  wonld  be  benefitted  by  receiving 
for  his  bod  warrant  a  price  higher  than  that  now 
given,  which  he  understood  from  various  quarters 
was  not  mote  than  f^om  fifty  to  seven tv-five  dcd- 
lars ;  whilst  the  Oovemmenl  would  be  benefitted 
by  reclaiming  inloits  possession,  and  withdrawing 
from  tbe  market  a  body  of  land,  the  extent  of 
which  might,  f<v  some  years,  reduce  the  value  of 
the  land  of  the  Uniled  Sutes  in  ihat  mariut. 
The  loss  (he  United  States  might  sustaia  from 
that  competitioQ,  Mr.  L.  calculated  might  be,  all 
circumstances  considered,  from  sixty-two  to  sev- 
enty'&ve  cents  for  each  acre  thrown  into  the 
market ;  and  that  prioe,  therefor*,  it  would  be 
decidedly  tbe  interest  of  the  Qovarnmeat  to  give 
for  iheae  lands.    Having  demoiutmted  chat  tha 


of  its  expediency.  At  the  same  time  he  objected 
to  the  amaadment  last  propoeed,  to  give,  in  lieu 
of  money,  stoek  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent. — beoBiise  it  wooM  not  be  in  eB'eet  equally 
beneficial  to  the  soldier,  and  not  as  beneficial  to 
the  United  States,  whose  moneyin  the  Treasury 
was  not  worth  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  (the  in- 
terest it  was  proposed  the  cerlincatei  should  bear.) 
which  was  demonstrated  by  the  fact,  that  it  could 
not  obtain  at  par  its  own  six  per  eent.  stock. 

Mr.  RoBUXTBON,  of  Louisiana,  rose  in  opposi- 
lion  to  the  proposition  for  postponement.  The 
benefit  of  this  measure  to  the  soldier  conld  not 
be  doubted:  but.  if  it  ver^  it  was  entirely  at  the 
option  of  the  soldier  to  avail  himself  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  or  not— his  rights,  therefore, 
not  being  in  the  least  aflccied  by  It.    As  to  the 
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Uiiud  Suiei,Mr.  R.  eontandad,  itwt  tke  baBcit 
oftbemeaMiTe  wouli  be,  if  {rastible,  ttUlgreaiar, 
b;  briuyine  all  (hat  bod  again  within  iu  power, 
which,  if  thrown  into  nsrket  in  eompelition  with 
Ae  Uciled  StatM,  would  set  at  naucht  all  the 
wlcalalioBa  of  the  Seeralaiy  of  the  Tteuary,  or 
of  the  Commiliee  of  War s  "o^  Mean*,  on  the 
product  of  the  annual  tafetuftha  public  landi. 


The  land*  incloded  in  tba  miroaty  surrey 
of  creaief  value  than  wai  generally  known, 
infiniieljr  more  important  to  the  United  Siaui 


than  bii  friend  (lit.  LowKncal  a^aared 
mate  theni ;  u  it  was  prababie  iher  would,  in 
the  conrae  of  a  few  jeara,  sell  for  three  or  tbu 
dollar*  per  acre,  Ac;  and  be  cotild  not  aee  why 
they  should  be  valued  at  lets  than  they  would 
mU  for.  Tbiu  an  important  advantage  would 
aeeine  to  theCaited  SiateH,eadatthe  iaoaetime 
a  airiking  benefit  to  ibe  iddier,  by  the  adoption 
of  the  loeature  it  waa  now  pTofOMd  to  reject. 

The  qneitioB  waa  at  length  taken  on  the  prop- 
oiition  In  poaipooe  indeSniidy;  and  the  vote 
thereon  stood — for  the  indefioite  poMponaownt 
77,  agaiaat  it  77,  aa  toUowa : 

Tkm— Mean.  AJanw,  Alea  of  Mi 
Awlb,BaU.Barbanr«f  VirriiU*,  Bataman,  Beediw 
Blegnl.  Brran,  Bniler,  Clatatt,  CWbovM,  Cetatent 
Onises,  CaAa^  Drake,  Bdwaadi,  BUfoat^  Folgan 
FeMCT,  OmmU,  laU  of  IMawaie,  Hall  of  Narib 
CaMliM,  HMbiavek,  Htdteef,  Hiteheeek.  Hogg, 
Bobaee  of  MatodiwiU,  Bobnea  at  CenBectknl, 
Ht^insnn,  Hnkbaid,  Hmtar,  Hmlinghin,  Ingham, 
JotuiMa  of  Virnaia,  Kinaej,  Kirtland,  Lawjei,  Linn, 
Litenaon,  McLuw,  W.  Madaj,  W.  P.  Hadav, 
KdCot,  Maicbmd,  HiddletMi,  Motrn.  Newton,  Ogle, 
On,  Pawling,  Porter,  lOie*.  Bv         ~  ~ 

Sergeant,  BetUe,  Beybert,  8h»i .    ___      __, 

J,  B.  Smith,  Bpoed.  Spencer,  Btom,  StroAer,  Tur, 
TomtUna,  Tyler,  Upham,  Wetlerro,  WilKenu  of  Con- 
aaeticnt,  WUHuns  of  New  York,  Willume  of  IVonh 
OareUna,  WUkin,  and  Wileon  of  PenneyltanU. 

N^t  I — McMT*.  AHen  ofVinaont,  Anderson  of  Fenn- 

Slvuili,  Andenon  of  Kenlacky,  Baldwin,  Baasett, 
tyley,  BeHioger,  Bennett,  Bloomfleld,  Bodm,  Bnr- 
waO,  CatapbeU,  Cobb,  Ooci,  CraAa,  Crawford,  Onl- 
bieth,  Deeha,  Eulo,  Floyd,  Ponyth,  Oage,  Hale,  Heiv 
riaoB,  Hendrltfas  Behier,  Irving  ofNew  Tork,  JoW 
mn  of  EaalMhy,  Jones  LitUa,  Lowndea,  Marv,  Mum 
ot  Maaaachnaetli.  Maicev,  Meerill,  HoMln,  Mmm, 
Jemndih  Nalean,  H.  Heben,  T.  M.  IMmi,  New. 
OtdMiOwM,  pMtia^Parven,PallMBMt,  Frtcr,  Pin- 
ddUPIaaaaalit  ^^fu^^m,  Meed,  Bii^  Bi^wda,  Binr 


uder  ei 


r  emjth,  Bomtbaid,  Bya^lar,  Strong,  Stnart, 
TaUmadga.  Tayioi,  Tnaibla,  Todier  of  Virgnia, 
TnckMofBauth  CuoUna,  Walker  of  North  CaioUna, 
W^ker  of  Kenlni^,  Wallace,  WandoTer,  Wtuteeiile, 
and  Whitman. 

The  Hooae  being  ihui  equally  divided,  the 
Spxakgh,  declariitg  the  pleaaaw  it  gnve  him  to 
give  his  vote  to  pieaerve  in  existence  a  measure 
which  be  believed  to  be  fraught  with  tbe  grenteat 
benefit  to  the  wldier  and  to  the  nation,  voted 
uaiost  tbe  proposed  indefinite  poalponcment.    So 


norad  by  Mr.  RoHWTaoK,  wbieb  prapawd  to 
snbititulo  stock  of  a  eertain  daseriptioa  in  lien  of 
noney,  a*  tbe  comnutatioa  of  the  aoldrna'  right 
to  bounty  land*. 

Mr.  JoBnaoM,  of  Eentneky;  Mr.  Sarrn,  of 
Virginia;  Mr.  Butiw,  of  New  Han^ahfae]  and 
Mr.  PflTKn,  of  Maryland,  expreaaed  tbtir  viewa 
on  the  sobjoct,  the  twa  former  at  gnalct  length, 
nod  the  laiter  incidentally. 

Mr.  Robestcon'o  piopoaitioa  waa  cvoataally 
negatived  78  to  65. 

Mr.  Bhttw,  of  Virginia,  than  moved  to  chaiiH 
the  amoDnt  of  comraatntion  to  be  given  for  tM 
160  acrea,  by  adding  tbe  word  "aizty"  to  oac 
hundred  and  niUf  dollars. 

Mr.  Sum  said  be  preferred  the  aocendmeBt 


of  iho  honorable  Speaker,  (Mr,  Cut,)  which  pro 
poaad  a  conunntatien  in  money,  to  the  nmen^ 
f  lhegentleattitfromLoai*inna,(UT.  RoB- 
Nj)  wJEicb  proposed  a  eammniBMo a  inaiock, 
foriact  could  be  amended  by  raising;  ihc 


of  the t 

EBTCDII,) 

if  the  f  ,  _      __ 

sum  lo  be  given  to  the  soldier  for  bu  land  to  one 
dollat  per  acre.  The  merit*  of  the  soldicia  had 
been  already  amidy  enforced.  They  dcauved 
regard,  and  if  we  can  benefit  them,  and  at  iba 
aamc  ume  greaily  pemoie  the  public  inirrcEt,  it 
is' expedient  to  do  both.  He  would,  he  eud,  ad- 
vooate  the  expediency  of  paasing  the  bill  id  tbe 
fom  propoMd  by  the  bonoraUe  Spenkor,  with 
the  uaendnani  sagBeated,  on  the  gronad  that  it 
woold  promote  the  mlereat  of  tha  lUiiwia  Terri- 
torv,  and  the  iotoraat  ot  the  TieasnrT. 

As  to  the  interest  of  tbe  lUinois  Tenitory,  Mr. 
S.  said  be  would  obeerve,  that  the  aeeaaiiilation 
of  large  qnanlitiat  of  land  in  the  faaods  of  a  few 
peraoBi  ho  deemed  a  circomataBcc  noat  per- 
nicioni  tothnpro^oriiy  of  any  conntry,  Hepie- 
eumed  thnt  tbe  gentlemen  from  Kentocky  and 
Tennessee  would  be  able  to  coofiim  thnt  aaaer- 
tion.  Where  each  an  aceannilaiion  iLappen*,  aaid 
Ur.  B.,  the  lands  are  kqx  nnt  of  enltiraiioo,  and 
an  enormous  [inequality  of  landed,  eaiate  is  pro- 
duced. Bxpccience  has  proven  the  auperior  wis- 
dom of  the  laws  of  tha  United  Slates,  whieb  ea- 
tabliahthanodeofsellinf ihepubliclandt.  Tbey 
are  offend  ae  they  are  wanted— a  part  at  a  tine 
—and  sold  ia  small  quantities,  at  soah  a  price  as 
prerents  cngraauaf.  Tbe  laada  thus  sold  are 
purchased  by  men  who  aelllc  on  and  improve 
them  immeaiately.  Bui  should  speculators  ot^ 
taia  poaseseioa  of  large  quantities  of  the  lands, 
they  will  not  cultivate  them,  neither  will  tbey 
sell  thent  immediately ;  and  should  they  ieaae  the 
lands,  ibe  avttem  of  agrieulinre  initodiiced  wtU 
be  wtetchea;  improvements  will  be  uokoownj 
the  people  will  be  abject,  and  tbe  State  will  have 


lained  had  the  lands  been  wisely  distribnied. 

Tha  prosperity  of  the  Illinois  Territory  reqaires 
that  we  should,  if  possible,  lecovet  the  lands  im- 
providently  given  away,  and  that  we  elMHiId adopt 
that  mode  of  sale  best  calculated  to  fill  the  coun- 
try with  a  nvmeroos  and  industrious  peo^e.  It 
is  desirable  to  have  a  compact  population  from 
this  place  to  tha  MississippL    The  Illinois  Teiri- 
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ler,  lad  rcpanliMtiiB  the 

__.^    ..     ■  likelf  la  produGt  >  aeiiM 

popaiMioo  in  a  short  tiiB«.  Neilhw  wldien  Dor 
apecnlMon  »n  welt  iiicd  to  ntka  anr  Mlde- 
mea  U.  8ho«ld  the  biU  put,  iaxud  of  th«  tpM- 
uUtor  f  oa  will  pnicbue  froni  lh«  sotdief,  aod  salt 
lo  tfaeMltler;bM  jwiwilldo  it  laaniaiwrMiore 
ikir  »d  liberal  i  la  short,  io  a  iBiDaer  dklited 
hf  «  ttgtri  for  ibe  public  welfare;  whciew  ibe 
spvenlaior,  u  well  ia  nutiaf  liu  porcbues  as  his 
saler,  will  be  rafatsted  ia  his  eondoel  Mtelf  by 
the  oooiideraiion  of  his  own  inierMta. 

List  ns  see,  »id  Hr.  S^,  how  the  ioteresu  of  tb« 
TrcBsarr  will  be  afieeted.  Toa  are  selliiig>  land ; 
joa  ofcuja  from  the  salsa  growiag  rtfeone;  il 
double*  in  about  fin  fear*.  Id  1810  yoit  sold 
lands  to  the  amovat  of  (600,000,  and  in  the  fint 
half  of  1815  joa  sold  lands  to  the  amonai  of 
9697,000.  Lsod  ii  ihe  only  article  you  have  for 
ule;  and,  if  yon  think  proper,  you  may  be  wilh- 
out  a  eoropviitoT  io  seUia^  unimproved  lands. 
Too  desire  to  sell  for  the  price  of  two  dollars  per 
acre,  and  la  bare  the  land  settled  and  imptored 
immediatelr,  thereby  to  increase  your  reioorces. 
Will  yoa  then  allow  fire  millions  of  acres  of  the 
beat  land  to  fall  ioto  tbe  hand*  of  speenlators  at 
fifty  cents  per  aere?  If  you  do,  whatever  may 
be  their  course,  the  Treasurr  will  be  injnred.  If 
ihey  sell,  ihty  will  orerstock  (he  market  which 
you  supply,  and  ibev  will  bare  obtained  money 
which  rou  would  hare  obtained.  If'they  bold 
up  the  land  ihev  will  keep  il  anproductire,  and 
receive  a  profit  from  (he  rise  of  its  value  which 

5oa  would  hare  received.  And  then  jou  will 
tre  conpeiiiors  in  (he  market  in  selling  new 
lauds,  which  will  lessen  your  rercnae  from  that 
senree.  Tovr  interest  any  be  compared  lo  (hat 
of  a  maDDfactnreT,  who  ooght  (o  saoriSce  taj- 
ihing  rather  than  bis  taaDufac(ute,  tbe  only  arti* 
cle  he  hu  for  Mie.  Should  he  pay  for  their  ser- 
vices with  the  ariiele  which  be  taanufaciiue*  hii 
workmao,  equally  improvident  and  neeeatttow 
aa  your  aoldieis,  they  will  sell  ai  a  reduced  priea 
to  dealers,  wbo  will  UDderaall  tb«  maBufaatviar. 
Prudence  will  ioatruct  taiiH  to  ke«p  up  ttu  aitieie 
which  he  naaolaoaure*,  le  i»er«a(  its  beeomiag 
too  plenty  in  the  marfni,  SM  ihoa.  lo  sammatid 
fo(  u  ■  ready  iftle  >t  a.  good  priee.'  Sanh  shovU 
be  \k*  policy  of  the  OorenimeiK  as  lo  new  lands. 
Let  us,  thetefora,  pnanve  oar  moaopol^  of  the 
Mle  of  new  lond^  nad  use  it  for  itn  public  ^ooi. 
So  very  imporiaat  is  the  object  to  be  SKsined, 
that  w«  wonid  nake  a  saeriBoe  (o  attain  it.  if 
tbareby  we  can  benefit  the  soldier  and  tbe  I'er- 
ritery.  Bnt  1  conceive  that,  ioslead  of  making  a 
saeriflee,  w«  shall  benefit  the  Treasury  eoasid- 
eiably. 

Tbe  proposition  contained  ia  the  amendment 
of  th«  ifenitcman  from  Lonuisna,  to  giro  tbe  sol- 
dier six  per  cent,  stock  for  bii  laud  bouoty,  I  dis- 
approve. Those  soldiers  who  reside  in  tti«  ciiiea, 
inighl,  peihapsj  sell  their  stock  wilhoni  a  loss,  but 
Ibtue  who  reside  reoMWe  from  the  cities  would 
stUt  be  preyed  Dpoa  by  speculuon,  to  whom  thoy 
mwt  and  will  sell  their  claims.  It  is  beuer  ibat 
w«  Ao^d  emie  stotk,  if  neecssary,  aell  it  fov 


Bpesker,  wblch  recommends  it  to  me — the  claii 
of  ihe  soldier  ii  made  assignable.    It  was,  I  con- 
ceire,  an  error  ever  to  have  declared  last  the 
claim  of  the  soldier  should  ddi  be  assignable ;  for 


will  unquestionably  be  of  le«_ 
vklue  tboo  if  made  alienable  or  assignable.  The 
soldier  wtU  sell  his  claim ;  and  every  obstacle 
which  shall  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  por- 
cbaaer  will  bare  no  other  effect  than  to  redoes 
the  price  which  will  be  received  by  the  soldier. 
The  speculator  will  indemnify  himself  for  the 
nik  or  loss  in  some  cases,  by  offering  a  smaller 
priee  for  the  claim  of  ihe  soldier.  Mr.  S.  con- 
chided  by  expressing  a  hope  ibat  the  amendment 
of  the  geailemao  from  Conisiana  would  be  re- 
jected, and  thai,  with  the  amendment  which  he 
had  suggested,  the  bill  would  pass. 

Tbe  qnestioii  on  Hr.  Bhttb'b  raotion  wat 
decided  IB  Ihe  attrmatire— «yea  76. 

Parther  debate  ensued  on  amendmenis  lo  thO 
dettHs  of  tbe  bill ;  in  the  coDsideraiton  of  which 
Messrs,  Tatlok,  Holhm,  of  Maaa.,  Baldwiit, 
and  BoWABiM  took  part. 

Before  the  Honsa  gol  through  the  snbjcci,  * 
moiion  was  made  to  adjoom,  which  prevtfled. 

Fkidat,  January  SSL 

hir.  WiU.iAMa,  from  the  Committee  of  Cltim^ 
laade  a  detailed  report  on  the  petition  of  Major 
Loring  Ansiio,  which  was  read;  when,  Hr.  W. 
repotted  a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  the  said  Abjor 
Loring  Asslin,  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted lo  a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole. 

Ur.  Hook  KaLaon,  from  the  Committee  ob 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  lull  to  snpply  vacancies 
onder  commissions  of  bankruptcy,  wbicb  was 
read  twiee,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read. 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Popa,  from  ibe  committee  appointed  on 
tbe  petition  of  tbe  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Repreaeotatires  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois, 
fay  leare  of  (he  House,  reported  a  bill  to  enable 
the  jMople  of  tbe  Illinois  Territory,  to  form  a 
censtitwioo  and  State  governmeoL  and  for  the 
admission  of  soeh  State  into  ihe  Union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  ihe  original  States;  which 
waa  read  twice,  sad  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  tba  WhiHe,  on  Monday  next. 

A  Message  was  receired  from  ihe  Pmsnaawt 
OP  TUB  UNrrao  States,  as  followi; 
7b  Ihe  tbiat  of  StpraentaUiia 

of  tU  VnUed  State*  .■ 

In  oompliance  willi  a  rewlnlion  of  the  House  of 
RepnsenulivM,  of  (ha  SIh  of  DMismber  last,  rsqnest- 
ing  inioRiialion  of  what  rosdi  have  been  made,  or  are 
ia  prograa^  nndsr  the  siitbority  of  Iba  Sxecative  of 
the  United  States,  ttta  Slatss  and  Tenitmlea  tbrongfa  ■ 
which  tbsy  pMa  or  ara  intended  to  pass,  the  parioda 
whan  thaj  wera  ordand  te  be  made,  and  how  Ac  Ihey 
have  basn  ezMntad ;  I  now  oomarawcate  a  report  from 
the  Seostar;  of  the  Trsasnry,  and  likawlae, «  report 
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fiom  tba  SscNtan  of  Wu,  cMitunini'  the  inGiiBittuMi 
irhich  it  reanire^ 

JAMES  MONROE. 
~WAt>[veioir,  January  23,  131S. 
The  Measage  wu  rud,  Kod  ordered  lo  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Ihqhahi  a  select  eonimittee 
wai  appoJDied  lo  inquire  wbai  alteraliooB  are 
necesiary  to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled  "Ad  act 
to  regulate  attd  fix  the  compeDeation  of  derki, 
u>d  to  anthoiize  the  laying  out  certain  public 
roads,  and  for  otbet  puipoees;"  and  Messr*.  Ino- 

HAM,  SbT^M,  FaHBIS,  MoaELEY,  TVLHB,  WbIT- 

HAN,  and  TAt.i.iiADCB,  were  eppointad  the  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Marjflaod,  the 
Commiitee  on  the  Public  Landi  were  iQstructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proriding,  by 
law,  for  the  introduction  into  ail  patents,  Here- 
after to  be  issued  for  lands  sold  or  granted  by  the 
United  Slates,  of  a  reserratioo  to  the  use  a[  the 
Coited  States  of  all  copper  mines,  and  of  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaorv  to  lease  any  copper  mines,  the  property 
of  the  United  States,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
aerea  ycara. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hebkiok,  the  Committee  on* 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
expediency  of  proriding,  by  law,  for  the  ap- 


liver,  opDosite  the  point  where  tbe  Cumberland 
road  strices  the  same,  through  St.  Clainrilte  to 
Coluiobua,  from  thence  to  the  western  line  of  the 
Slate  of  Ohio,  in  a  direction  to  Si.  I^outs,  in  tbe 
MiaMmri  Tertitorr. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RoBEaTaoN,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  reqneated  to 
lay  before  the  House  a  statement  of  the  oalaries, 
KM  an  estimate  of  tbe  present  and  future  emolu- 
meuit  of  tbe  respective  registers  and  reeeirer*  of 
publie  moDeya,  at  the  difleretit  land  offiees  of  the 
United  StBt«,'and  also,  the  amount  of  the  salariea 
and  emolamenta  of  the  several  surveyors  general, 


Commerce  and  Manafaetures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  regulating,  by  law, 
the  comber  of  passeogen  to  be  brought  into  tbe 
United  Slates  by  American  or  foreign  remeli, 
according  to  ibe  tonnage  of  the  vessels. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the 
Fnblic  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
cxpediencv  of  establishing  into  a  separate  land 
district  all  that  part  of  tbe  Alabama  Territory 
which  lies  sontb  of  an  east  and  west  line,  to  tw 
drawn  from  the  boundary  line  dividing  the  Slate 
of  Mississippi  from  said  Territory,  through  Fort 
Williams,  to  tbe  western  boundary  of  (Borgia 
and  also,  into  the  expediency  of  appointing  i 
surveyor  of  all  public  lands  in  the  said  district; 
of  surveying,  in  the  manner  prescribed  bylaw, 
■uch  public  lands,  (to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished,  and  which  are  not  already 
surveyed.)  and  of  offering  the  same  for  sale  aa 
aoon  as  possible. 


Mr.  TccxBK,  of  Virginia,  from  the  comniitee 
on  so  much  of  tbe  President's  Messass  u  rdatM 
to  Roads,  Canals,  and  Seminarie*  of  Learning, 
to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  nuking  ap- 

Sropriation  for  repairing  certain  roads  therein 
eacribed,"  reported  tbe  same  without  amesd- 
ment;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  said  ibeCom- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whieh  was  refen«A. 
on  the  16th  ultimo,  tbe  report  of  the  c 


allow  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  merchcDdise 
transported  by  land  conveyanen  from  Bristol  to 
Boston,  and  from  Bostofi  lo  Bristol,  in  like  man- 
ner as  if-  the  same  were  transported  coaalwiHC." 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
COMMUTATION  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  ihe 

11  lo  provide  for  the  commutation  of  soldiers' 
bounty  lands.  An  amendment  of  some  import- 
ance, moved  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  yesterday,  'was 
agreed  lo,  yeas  78,  nays  45.  No  other  amend- 
ment having  been  offered — 

Tbe  question  was  stated,  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  HoPEiNBON,  succinctly  delivered  the  rea- 
sons for  bis  opinion  against  the  passage  of  the 

Mr.  RoBEBTsoH  replied  to  Mr.  Hofxinboh, 
and  defeoded  the  bill. 

Mr.  HoPKiNaoN  rejoined. 

The  question  was  then  uken  on  the  passage  of 
tbe  bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  determined  in  the 
negative — jeas  80,  nays  83,  as  follows: 

Yiii — Measn.  Abbott,  Anderson  of  Penasylvaniai 
Anderson  of  Kentncl^,  Baldwin,  Bellinger,  B«wett, 
Bloomfield,  Boden,  Burwell,  Cobb,  Comalock,  CoiAi, 
Crafts,  Cnwlbrd,  Culbreth,  Desbs,  Earls,  Ervin  ef 
South  GiroliiHi,  Forsyth,  Fuller,  Qtge,  Bale,  Hairiaan, 
Hasbrouek,  Hendricks,  Reirick,  Eeister,  Hunter,  Ing- 
ham, Irring  of  New  York,  Jebasou  of  Kentucky, 
Jonea,  SioHij,  Little,  Lowndes,  Harchand,  Mason  of 
MassaehoMtts,  Mercer,  Merrill,  MnKm,  Moselejr,  Mur- 
ray, H.  NdMB,  T.  M.  Nebon,  New,  Ogdea,  Oglo, 
Ovran,  Panis,  Panou,  PatMnon,  Peter,  PindaJI,  nea»- 
anis,  Poiu^zUr,  Qasilas,  Bead,  Bieh,  Sjchardi,  Ring. 
mU,  SebertooD  oTKeBtnekr,  BobarMtt  of  Loiuriana, 
Rngf  las,  Santpeon,  Sflsbae,  Ballard  Smith,  Alaxaadet 
Boyth,  SMtlhard,  Spaagler,  TUlmadga,  Taylor,  Trba- 
ble.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  TuAer  of  Sontb  Carolina, 
Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  ef  Ke&tneky, 
Wallace,  Wendover,  Wtuteude,  and  Whiiauo. 

Nais— Messrs.  Adams,  Alien  of  Maswchnaetis, 
Austin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virgiuis,  Barber  of  Ohio, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Blount,  Boas,  Bijao,  Campbell, 
Clagett,  Claiborne,  Colston,  Cruger,  Cnshman,  Drake, 
Edwards  Ellicolt,  Fom^Qametl,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Hall  of  North  Csrolina,  HeAimer,  Hitchcock,  Hogg, 
Holmes  of  Masodtusetta,  Holmee  of  Conneotical, 
Hotdcinion,  Hubbard,  Huntington,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kbtland,  Lawyer,  Lewie,  Linn,  LiTermore,  Me- 
Lane,  W.  MaeUy,  W.  P.  Maday,  HcCer,  M*rr, 
Maaon  of  Rhode  Island,  Middleton,  Moore,  llnmfiiTd, 
Jeremiah  NebOn,  Neebilt,  Newton,  Orr,  PsinHi,  Paw 
Ung,  Pitkiii,  Porter,  Rhea,  SaTage,  Sehnjier,  Scndder, 
Sergeant,  Settle,  S^bert,  Shaw,  Sherwood,  Skwumk, 
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Tut,  Tanr,  TomftOB*,  ^rin,  Upkant,  Wwlerto, 
Wil&uM  of  CoMMtietm  WilfiaiM  af  N«w  Tgifc, 
WiUiuu  of  NoHh  OmidiM,  VfStim,  ud  WibM  of 

And  M  dM  bill  wa*  rtrjecttd. 
OIAIM8  rOR' HOUSES  BUBNZD  IN  WAR. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
liDK,  Ihe  House  retolred  itself  into  ■  Committee 
of  ihe  Whole,  OD  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  claim  of  J.  Pattiaoo,  anil  acTeral 
other  elaimi  of  a  like  nature,  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

[This  claim  ia  for  a  bouac,  sitnaied  oa  the 
banks  of  the  Patoxeat,  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war,  on  aecouDt  of  previous  oc- 
cupation hy  provisions  and  by  supplies  issued 
therefrom  to  a  detachment  of  militia  in  the  ser- 
Tice  of  Ibe  United  States,  and  for  other  similar 
reasons,  as  the  petdiooer  desires  to  establish  by 
the  testimony  of  two  or  three  witnesses.  The 
claimisoneof  those  laid  before  the  Commissioner 
of  Claims,  and  by  bim,  BCcordin^  to  the  provi* 
aions  of  the  law  of  the  last  seasioa,  irammitied 
to  ibe  House  of  Representatives  for  their  decision 
on  the  fact.] 

After  some  converAiion  on  the  question  of 
proceeding  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject 
on  this  or  at  a  faiure  day — 

Mr.  WiLLiAXB,  of  North  Carolina,  delivered  at 
considerable  length,  and  with  mach  perspicuity, 
the  views  of  the  committee  on  the  scneral  prin- 
ciples on  which  these  cases  rest,  ana  also  on  the 
eridence  in  this  particular  case. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  Mr.  Fobbttu,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  their  concurrence,  not  only  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Patiison,  but  also  in  several  other 
cases,  which  rest  on  ihe  same  principle,  and  on 
nearly  the  same  description  of  eridence. 

The  ouesiion  on  concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  in  rejecting  the  petition  of  Ht. 
Patiison,  was  affreed  to. 

The  question  Ming  next  proposed  on  tbe  claim 
of  John  Ireland,  for  a  house  destroyed  because 
occupied  by  apart  of  Commodore  Barney's  men, 
his  rigging)  «c.,  and  the  report  recommending 
Its  rejection  having  been  read— 

A  debate  arose  on  Ihe  merits  of  the  claim,  and 
the  amount  of  the  testimony,  in  the  coarse  of 
which  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  HABBieoif, 
Rein,  RoBEUTBo^  of  Lonisiana,  Peter,  Batlet, 
and  Palmes,  opposed  the  report  adverse  to  the 
claim,  and  Hessis.  Williams  and  Porsttr  sap- 
ported  it. 

At  length,  this  and  other  reports  were  laid  on 
the  table,  the  hour  growing  unusually  taie,  and 
the  Hoosa  adjourned  to  Monday. 

HoHDAT,  Jannaiy  36. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  ftom  Massachn* 
Mtts,  JoKH  WiLBOH,  and  from  North  Carolina, 
James  Stbwakt,  appeareil,  produced  their  cre- 
dentials, were  qoalined,  and  took  their  seats. 

Hr.  Ldwrdib,  fnm  the  Committee  of  Ways 


and  Heuu,  made  reports  on  the  petitions  of  John 
Fields,  John  Barner,  and  of  sundry  importing 
merchants  of  Philadelphia ;  which  reports  were 
read,  and  the  resolutions  therein  contained  were 
coneoiTed  in  by  the  Hoase,  as  follows : 

Racltei,  That  the  ptaver  of  the  petitioners, 
respectively,  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  RoBEBTsoK,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to 
continoe  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  relat- 
ing to  settlers  on  lands  of  the  United  States;" 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee.of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com* 
mttiee  on  Military  Attaira,  reported  a  bill  respect- 
ing the  orgsnizsiioQ  of  the  Army  of  tbe  United 
Stales,  ana  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read 
twice,aDdcommitted  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr,  JoBSBOH  also  reported  a  bill  for  Che  relief 
of  John  Work,  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  SzaoaART,  from  the  eommiitee  appointed 
on  the  petition  <A  the  American  Bible  Society, 
by  leave  of  tbe  Hoase,  reported  (in  part)  a  bill 
for  ths  remission  of  dnties  upon  stereotype  plates, 
and  upon  bibles  and  tMianwnts  in  foreign  lan- 
magea,  imported  by  societies  or  aseociatioas,  for 
Ae  gratoiioas  disiribation  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
lores;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrosaod,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PAXBia,  fron  (be  committee  appointed  on 
so  much  of  the  Predmt's  Message  as  relates  to 
the  public  bBildinga,  and  the  erection  of  new 
edifices  for  ibe  aecoBmodaiion  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments  and  the  Attorney  Qensral,  made  a 
detailed  report  upon  tbe  subject,  which  was  read ; 
when  Mr.  P.  reported  a  tiill  to  provide  for  ereei- 
1  buiW  _  '  -' 
_     .  deparnn 

read  twice,  and  commitlea  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole.'    The  bill  is  as  follows : 
A  Bill  to  pnrfidi  far  Meeting  additional  btiildlngi  for 

the  aoeonimodatioD  <rf  lbs  respective  depaitmentf . 

Be  it  enacted,  4c.,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the 
PnUie  Boildlngs  cause  to  be  erected,  under  lbs  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  (he  United  States,  two  build- 
ings lailalils  tar  offices  for  Ac  Exeeative  departtnenta, 
to  be  plaeodnoitb  of  the  bnildhtiB  at  present  oco^iad 
I7  those  dspartasenta,  and  on  a  line  paralM  Ihsr*. 
with ;  each  of  said  buHdinga  to  contahi  fcr^  toons  of 


r  the  several  BxeentiTe  departments,  which  was 


[Sbc  X.  lamerelj  a  aeetion  tnaking  an  spproimAtion.3 

Hr,  PtiDALL  sabmilted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, whieh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
table: 

Seaobtd,  That  a  docket  of  the  bills,  tsiolutbiu, 
and  reports,  dependins  in  the  Conunhtee  of  the  wh^e 
Bonas,  ritowing  their  order  of  precedence,  be  printed 
each  weak  far  the  use  of  the  members. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Blount,  that  the 
House  do  reconsider  their  vote  on  Friday  last, 
concurring  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Williams. 
And  on  the  qnesiion,  Will  the  House  teconaidei 
the  said  rote?  it  passed  in  the  affirmative.   The 
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npMt  wat  lb«B  eommiued  to  a  CommitlK  of 
the  Whole,  lo-moirow. 

Aneagroued  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  to  sni^lv 
raeaBcie*  tioder  comniiMions  of  hoMn^vf}' 
was  read  ihe  third  tim«,  aod  paMed. 

PDOmVES  PT«H«  JUSTICE,  Ac. 

The  Houne  molTsd  itself  into  aCammJtief  of 
the  Whole,  on  ihs  bill  to  ameod  ao  act,  entitled 
"Ad  lespeciiDs  fugicives  froia  justice,  aod  per- 
aoDs  escaping  ftoiD  the  service  of  their  masters." 

The  bill  ia  one  of  considerable  imporlaDce  tu 
the  holders  of  iilare  property  partiaufarl^,  as  go- 
iog  to  make  that  law  efficacious,  which  is  at 
preseat  little  better  than  nominal. 

Much  discussion  look  place  on  the  details  of 
this  bill,  which  were  explaiaed  and  illDscratcd 
by  Mr.  P1NDA1.L  of  Virginia,  and  by  several  other 

S^utlemcD.    Borne   amendmeais  were  nude  10 
e  bill,  the  discassioo  of  which  occupied  the 
'    whole  of  the  day's  sitiiog,  and  was  not  concluded, 
when  the  Committee  rose,  aod  obtaioed  leire  to 


TnaoAT,  Jawarr  27. 


petili 


the 


lata  CkaeraJ  William  Batoii,  iiaUn^ 
and  sacTiAeoi  of  her  late  huibaad  in  the  pnblit 
Mrricf^  the  pororty  ii  which  ha  left  her  and 
iKr  cbtMrao,  the  Itna  of  two  of  her  sooa,  ouv  in 
tk«  aaval,  and  tha  other  i>  ,lh«  military  lerfMe 
of  ibe  United  Siataa,  and  pmying  that  loma  pro- 
TJnM  may  ba  made  far  het  maintenance,  and  for 
tha  aoB^rt  and  cdaeathm  of  the  children  of  tha 
aid  Gmural  Baton. — RefeRad  to  the  Coaamit- 
tee  OB  UtUlury  AdUra. 

Ur.  CLauosKa  pretanled  a  matmatmac  of 
Andrew  Jaakton,  ia  behalf  of  himadf  and  in 
rlfht  of  hie  wife,  and  aa  agent  for  tha  bdn  and 
i9freKniKtlva  of  Coltnet  John  DonelacM,  da> 
ceaMd,  lUting,  that  by  the  act  of  the  Bute  af 
Oeorgu,  of  the  SOtlt  Fahnwry,  178i,  the  ■aid' 
DonaboB  waa  ^ppoiatad  oh  of  ih»  eoania- 
eioBers  for  laying  out  a  now  coitnty,  ia  the  Big 
Bend  of  the  TenoeHaa  ttTer,  for  wbieh  MrTioea 
ha  became  entitled  to  a  tugo  Knot  of  land  Ivinc 
ia  said  connly,  whieb  ihay  have  beaa  aaawp  i» 
obtaha,  for  raaaona  aai  fonk  ia  the  peiiiiaot  nad 
(olieiliag aeoovayaaar  theaeef  i*  hinb Mid iha 
mt  of  tba  beiia  ti  Mid  DoadMW ;  wkiak  ww 
referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  MV.  Clai- 
BOMiB,  Ur.  Conn,  Mr.  Hoaa,  itt.  Skitle,  and 
Mr.  CaAwvocB,  were  appointed  the  Mmmiltee. 

Ur.  CLAiBoaNB  alio  preaented  a  limilar  pali- 
tion  of  Qeorge  W.  Sevier^  for,  and  in  behalf  of 
himself,  and  the  other  hem  and  represeataiires 
of  the  late  OenetalJohitSefier,  deceased;  which 
wa*  referred  to  the  eonuniltee  lut  appeioted. 

Ur.  JoBKBOH,  of  Kcntnohy,  ftom  the  Gom- 
mittee  on  Military  Affiiira,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Benjamin  BirdMil  and  William  S.  Fos- 
ter ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miaon,  of  Uaatacbuseils, 
the  claim  of  the  State  of  Uauachusetts  for  ex* 


peadiMMa  to  ihtir  HiiUtia  Car  ihef t  aervioas  dar- 

log  ih«  late  war,  together  with  thadoevmeitae* 
tha  Ales  of  ihia  Howe,  wcea  referred  to  ■  Mlect 
■Mtwe,  to  caaeider  and  report  tberaoa  ;  and, 
Mr.  Maboh,  of  Masaachusetts,  Mr.  Wnmr^ir, 
Ur.  Ona,  Mr.  BnnwnLL,  Mr.  QtrAaLaa,  Mr.  Tau.' 
K&Ma,  and  Ur.  Ma«oH  of  Rbode  Ialaad,wera 
appointed  the  CDmmillee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bubwell,  the  Secretary  at 
War  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  Uoase,a 
statement  of  the  claim  of  the  Stale  of  Massacha- 
setts,  for  the  expenses  of  calling  out  the  militia 
of  that  Stale,  daring  the  lata  war,  and  the  rea- 
aooi  why  thoK  claims  hare  not  been  aetlled  by 
that  Department. 

SEHUnON  OP  DUTIB& 
The  engroiacd  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  stere- 
otype plates  and  Bibles,  in  foreign  laoguuea,  im- 
ported  for  the  use  of  the  American  Bible  Societr, 
was  read  the  third  lime,  and  the  qaeaiion  staled, 
"Shall  the  bill  pass  7" 

Mr.  Stkothbb,  of  Virginia,  row,  not  to  urga 
the  principal  objeeiiooi  which  be  entertained  to 
this  bill,  but  to  call  the  aiteotionof  the  Hoaie  to 
what  he  considered  an  imperfection  in  its  ptori- 
siona.  The  sum  involved  in  this  bill,  he  said, 
was  of  little  importance ;  hut  the  coarse  now 
panned  might  give  rise  lo proceedings,  hereafter, 
of  more  oooietjucne* ;  ana  he  thought  it  best  to 
resist  the  principle  in  the  outset.  Mr.  S.  referred 
to  the  absence  of  some  provision  to  insure  the 
privileee  from  abuse.  The  bill  proposed  to  ex- 
empt  from  duly  all  the  bibles,  &«.,  which  faad 
been  imported  by  certain  societies,  but  what  ae- 
curil]r  was  there  that  these  books  woaE  be  <l^ 
propriated  to  the  purposes  contemplated  is  remtt- 
ling  the  duties  1  He  knew  it  would  be  said,  th« 
individuals  concerned  were  men  of  honor  and 
iaiegriiy;  but  this  was  hot,  in  his  mind,  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  departing  from  the  correct  pria- 
ciplei  of  legislation.  Such  a  security  was  usiul 
in  other  similar  cases:  and  ftom  the  nroad  turn- 
pike of  legislation  marked  out  by  those  who  bavo 


pike  of  legislation  marked  out  by  those  woo  bavo 

{one  before  us,  we  ough  1 10  he  serupuloaa,  said 
Ir.  8.,  how  we  depart.  He  admiiied  that  th« 
objact  of  the  hill  waa  to  estend  a  lavor  to  iodi- 
Tlduals  engaged  in  noble  purposes,  to  encircle  tha 
commaaiiy  with  the  mild  spifit  of  Christianiiy 
and  correct  passions  houile  to  happiness  and  good 
gorernmeni — porpMas,  aaid  Ur.  S.,  which  ar« 
dear  to  as  all ;  bnt,  in  extending  this  benefit,  even 
for  tbese  purposes,  we  should  noi  violate  a  coriect 
principle  of  rc^iilBiioD,  by  omiitiog  to  guard  the 
privilege  agaiaat  possible  abuse.  The  general 
principle  involved  in  this  bill,  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
woald  not  disturb — that,  he  knew,  was  a  hazard- 
ous thing.  He  wsa  unwilling,  in  irivial  matters, 
to  awaken  passions  which  should  forever  sleep. 
Yet,  as  he  was  aware  that  ihis  bill  might  be  the 
entering  wedge  to  more  serinai  objects,  Mr.  S, 
said  he  wonldrnervB  to  himsaU^  in  voting  on  this 
occasion,  the  right  of  acting  hereafter  on  similar 
propositions  with  perfect  freedom.  But,  althongli 
not  dispcHied  to  dispnte  the  passage  of  the  bill  oa 
its  geaetal  ptincipies,  he  should,  without  ihe  ia- 
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triNltWtioD  oIlbcpTOTUiott  1m  bad  re(errf4tOtf<al 
.  himself  tuder  rlie  seceHitf  ol  Totiog  igwast  it. 
BAr.  ScKaBANT  Bvlea  few  renuuk*  in  cxpUos- 
tioa,  Hid  in  reply  to  Mr.  STaoTAKs'*  objeetioDe. 
Xba  oparatioa  «  the  bill  ir4B  confined  to  citea 
tha«  Mtd  ocenrred,  be  Mid,  mm!  «f  coane  there 
iras  a»  aeceiNty  for  the  suwdB  agaiui  fnndt 
^rhiek  had  bees  Bnggestea;  nod  liie  unooet  of 
ihe  impoTlaiions  wm  but  muU.  A  bill  fw  a 
similH  object  bad,  oa  a  fwner  oecuioa,  p«Med 
both  HooM*  of  GongHM,  which  coauincd  do 
aucb  provisioD  i  it  was  not  deemed  neeeaearjr. 
Mr.  B.  nrgwl  ibe  high  chataeiet  4^  the  iadmd- 
oals  compoiisg  the  locietj,  as  obriatinc  the  iw 
e«asit]r  of  the  pcaalir  ra^Mied;  nod  aa  loeh,  a 
ptoriaiiHi  had  OM  heretofore  been  introduced  iato 
simiLar  Ulla,  it  would  be  ramarbbls  and  iavidi- 
ons,  be  thoncht,  W  eosimanee  with  thi*  oaae^  ia 
wbicb  Um  iBdividoala  were  m  lar  above  Hupioioo. 
It  wegld,  moreorer,  Mr.  S.  taid,  be  diffiaolt  to 
fowm  a  law  which  woold  secure  the  privilege 
rrom  poaaible  abaae.  BtH.  be  repealed,  the  Oov- 
ecuBaeat  bad  tba  beat  aecnritf  intheclwracieraf 
the  peraoDi  at  the  bead  of  the  inilitDtion  for 
wbieu  the  IhU  waa  inteadad }  and  he  aubaiitted 
it  to  the  gentleoua,  wbetlwr  it  would  not  ba  ns- 
juat  to  make  tbia  to*  fini  inaUBM  of  soeb  a  pro- 
Tuion.  This  bill  was  ipokcn  of,  Mr.  S.  said,  aa 
an  eoieriog  we^  to  nwre  iaportaat  pwpoM& 
To  this  be  wautd  reply,  that  the  ramiiaion  of 
chuica  was  not  new,  but  bad  often  beea  granted  ; 
and  be  did  not  tbeiuore  coastdei  tka  reaiark  b^ 
plicabla  l«  this  case.  To  tha  effectaapfKheDdcd 
from  the  prinoipla  of  tbii  meanue,  Ac,  he  waa 
wiUiiV  ^  fi*'  ■*  oppwlaniir  for  fuU  tad  free 
diaawaira,  witbont  aay  lafetanca  to  tbit  bill, 
which  ha  iheoght  free  horn  any  MKh  liangrr  aa 
bnd  been  eEpnased. 

Bb.  STBOTRWt  t^oJaed,  and  raawrkad,  that 
tha  eoBacioMBaai  that  Ua  iaexptrianae  in  iha 
botiiiaaa  af  IwiiUtioa  might  proaaUy  lead  bin 
into  error,  had  induced  bia  silence  on  ue  snl^Mt, 
Bolil  tko  pnaant  nomani  (  ha  had,  until  nmr, 
ra&aiaad  iron  upMtaiDg  hu  diaaMmhatioD  of 
this  neaenre.  1  an  tat<^  taid  Mr.  8.,  iha*  ibis 
is  Bv  antariac  wattC*  to  nor*  objaaiioiiable  maa^ 
swea.  It  n^  ba  ■<h-io  ma  the  autyaat  i»  aew ) 
hot  ny  oMjiiiMia  ara  uoabackled,  uul  ny'^^m- 
baaaiana  ba»«  urged  me  to  mua  a  modest  in- 
^»ity  into  the  eipadtaMjr  of  pasatog  iIm  bill  ia 
itaprasant  sbtpa.  I  know  thatfaahion  has  plaaad- 
its  seal. on  Ihia  snbjeot  and  I  Imaw  baw  atnng 
that  is.  If,  boare*Br,Mr.  S.said,hi>reoalleetioa 
was  not  ineorraat,  a  bill  similar  to  ibi*  had  oaca 
been  ne^  lived. 

CaMUtutional  serupiea  an  ibissabjeat,  Mr.  €. 
said,  he  bad  not  wgadraaA  wooU  notaqta  agaiaat 
tbe  bill,  caljr  beouua  ha  wished  not  10  hajMJla 
that  aaared  mstramcnt  oa  evcf  y  aecaiioii,  and  le 
makfi  it  loo  eoaomoa.  From  tbat  eoasideniion 
be  bad  detetoised  to  vote  for  ike  bill,  ttough 
vitheui  commi(iia;g  himself  upon  any  falwequeol 
proposiiioa  of  a  siiaiUr  obataaiar,  piovidad  the 
uU  was  made  ta  eoniorm  to  bis  idua  itt  oonaot 
Isolation.  When  we  legislate  for  tha  pioadest 
beroes,  or  ibe  beat  patiian  «f  oar  oaaany,  tkey 


.who  baia  borne  the  amiaa  tr iampbantly  throaigh 
tbe  greatest  difficulties,  said  Mr.  8.,  do  we  not 
aoDcx  tha  very  aame  conditioB*  and  preeauiiooe 
SB  to  tbe  lowest  iodiridual ;  and  whwcfbre  make 
aaezoeptioB  ia  iheptesantcaaaJ  Tbainridiouf 
disciimioatlon  did  aoi  attach  10  theae  favored  ia- 
dividaal*.  Even  tbe  gallant  man.  Mr.  8.  said, 
who  ha*  breasted  tbe  storm  ia  tbe  'service  of  his 
coantiy,  reeeived  ao  such  exempiioa,  his  ijMa 
dixU  was  not  received  here  aa  snffieieat  aasnr— 
anca ;  and  Mr.  S.  waa  nnwilUuf  thea  to  extend 
this  distiqatioB  to  aay,  bow  bjgh  soever  iheic 
eharaetar.  Do  we  nM  require  the  itroiigwt  evi- 
dence ia  Bupport  of  ibe  faigli«Bt  claims,  aad  shall 
we  not  ask  the  same  of  these  f  eatltmea  1  Tbay  ' 
are  not  exempt  from  buman  imMrfeeiiona  aad 
frailties,  aad  we  ate  bound,  said  ae,  to  extend  la 
them  ina  ssma  principles  of  l^ialation  a*  we  da 
to  others.  Mr.  S.  rqraated,  he  wonid  not  gp  fatlf 
iato  the  expedicacy  of  the  bill.  He  kuw  the 
perilous  poaitioa  he  oecopied  ia  cspMasinf  his 
oplnioas  on  ii,  and  the  daager  of  trapoaiag  it,  oa 
its  merits;  bat  the  path  oT  duty  he  wauid  not 
abaudoB,  by  penaittiag  ihs  bill  to  pas*  uaoppoaed 
wilboat  the  usual  secntity  that  ii  would  not  b* 
perverted   to  pnrpoieB  not  contemplated   ia  ita 


said,  the  geatlemi  .    . 

lioD  wao,  in  eoa  rcapact,  erionaaua.    The  bill  to 
reaut  iha  dnitea  oa  etrtain  stanolype  plaie^  ia- 

Krted  by  the  Bible  Bocieij^  was  not  negatived 
ihe'Fresident;  but  by  being  sent  late  in  the 
seaiiaa,  the  Pretidfut  did  not  act  on  it,  and  not 
being  returned  to  CoBgrcs*,  tiM  bill  did  not  be- 
come a  law.  Mr.  8.  repeaiad,  (bat  ibe  prnvisian 
eoDtended  iet  was  not  asaal,  and  sUpporlad  bia 
opiuioa  by  soma  examplta.  Aatang  thoae  who 
waae  axomfiad  from  the  doty  of  pasMfa,  far  i»> 
■tancf^  Mr.  8.  meuiioaed  aevanl  easm  is  wbiah 
Ike  wtr  did  nat  pcaaida  agaiaat  aa  ^nae  af  tha 
pnrilat*-  Tbie,  be  said,  would  ba  the  flat  Uf 
stance  of  such  a  prnviaion.  It  wosild  appear  ia- 
vidicos.  Ha  baltavad  k  was  aaDacemary,  and 
hoped  it  wauM  not  ba  iooasted  in  tha  hall. 

Mr.  IxoRiUi  mid,  the  bill  contained  a  geaaral 
pfoviaion  to  remit  all  dUies  which  had  aaeraed 
ou  the  impwtatiea  of  bUea,  dbc,  for  the  BO^ 
Society ;  but  as  it  was  more  usual  for  these  aoala> 
tics  ta  order  their  boofca  ihnxi|^  soma  naiahait 
than  to  their  ana  ordnb  iha  abjection  ta  pnvid' 
log  Bgaiait  the  abase  of  tba  uivitego  waa  not  ao 
strong  u  had  iem  nrgad.  llr.  L  adMriad  to  iha- 
ciraumstaaae  that  this  bill  had  net  gene  thioMh 
tka  uoat  eoorae,  as  a  laaaaa  parhapa  why  iia  4a> 
taita  were  now  investinwd.  It  bad  been  erdetad 
to  ha.e^rosMdfor  a  third  taadiw  withoat  goiat 
thiooeh  a  Comauiiaa  of  the  whoio  Houae,  which 
was  tbe  customary  comae.  If  ihii  Utl  iaratvad 
a  great  Coosiitniional  principle,  it  ouflu  to  have 
reeaned  the  usual  dircaiion  m  iu  ptocraae.  Cer- 
tain it  was,  Mr.  L  smd,  that  tbe  Presideat  did  snf- 
far  a  similar  bill  to  expire  by  retainiag  ii  natU 
tbe  adjonrameDt  of  Coosress.  It  was  do  lam 
oetiain  that  tha  object  oftbb  bill  waa  to  gnat 
money  from  Ike  pablis  TieaanTf  tot  tha  braait 
iof  an  aaaociatioD  which  may  be  fcitly  deaaiai- 
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Ditcd  a  Tellyjmii  MtaMMlBlMit,  ■nd  tke  Cmsti- 
MlioQ  expreMlr  prohilMted  Conmn  from  l^la- 
lating  on  the  nbjeet  of  any  re^ona  eanbluh- 
awni.  And  u  it  ootoe  to  ihi*1  An  we  so  mtieh 
IB  awe  that  ve  mmi  tremble  when  we  approach 
this  labjaet,  and  dare  not  retirt  a  meainre  rf  this 
clunetn?  The  qaestloD  had  been  iostljr  called 
a  delicate  one,  but  when  lookinc  to  the  Conrtitu- 
tion,  and  exercising  bis  honeit  eonriotions,  he 
■bonld  aot  feel  it*  delicaer-  At  this  bill  had 
Mused  ihroogh  without  the  otdinatf  fonns,  Hr. 
L  moved  that  it  now  be  laid  on  the  table,  with 
the  view,  If  it  should  afterwards  be  called  op,  to 
.move  fov  its  commitment. 

Mr.  SBaoBANT  said,  if  this  coarse  had  been 
proposed  when  the  bill  was  Snt  taken  up,  he 
should  not  bare  objected ;  but  if  Mntlemen  were 
not  in  tbeit  place*  wben  the  bill  bad  been  eon- 
■ideted,  it  was  uofair  now  id  complain  of  the 
«0UTM  which  had  been  tiben.  He  did  not  know 
that  it  involved  any  ConsliluliODal  question,  and 
he  was  sorrr  to  see  *ay  obstacle  now  thrown  in 
its  wa7,  fte. 

The  qneetioii  on  lading  the  bill  on  the  table 
was  then  decided  in  the  afirmative— ayes  84, 
noes  62. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  tbe  bill  reroeeting  fugitive  slaves,  &c..  the 
consideration  of  which  occupied  the  remainder  of 
the  day;  and  the  Committee  rose  before  the  sub- 
ject was  competed. 

WcDNEaiuy,  Jannary  S8. 
tit.  RoaaxTaOK,  of  Looiaiana,  preieaied  the 

GKiliou  of  Thomas  Shields,  a  puiver  in  the 
tvjr  of  the  United  Btales,  on  tbe  New  Or- 
leaas  statioa,  stating  that  with  an  inferiot  force 
h«  eaptwed,  doriDg  the  laie  war  with  Oroai 
foitain,  a  vetsol  uniier  the  Brttith  flag,  the  cargo 
ot  whieh  haa  bte«  eoademiwd  a*  lawful  prise  of 
war,  one  half  trf  the  proeeeds  of  which  have  been 
nwwded  to  the  United  States,  and  piaving  that, 
inasmuch  m  hb  forae  ww  greatlf  inferior  lo  thai 
of  the  veasel  ho  uptared,  that  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeds whioh  lias  been  paid  over  to  the  United 
States,  nMf  be  graatea  to  him  and  his  asso- 
eiaies. 

Or^ertd.  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Ihe  Coramiuee  of  Waye  and  Heane. 

Bfc.  Jons  preaented  a  petition  of  John  W. 
SimontOB,  John  Catron,  AiehaM  Taokerstv,  and 
Inae  Thoiuis,  praying  for  a  grant  of  two,  tkrae, 
ot  four  lowBskiBs  of  public  land,  on  the  Alebami 
river,  or  its  tributary  waters,  at  two  dollars  an 
awe,  payaUe  ia  tea  r«>r*,  in  five  equal  paymentc, 
oa  whkfh  thej  propose  to  settle  a  colony  of  Ger- 
man and  Swiss  immigraats. 

On  motka  of  Mr.  Saorr, 

Ordertd,  That  tbe  petition  of  Pierre  Bari* 
bnu,  presented  on  tbe  SMth  of  Juoaty,  1817,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
tkm'S'J'*'  "*'  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peU- 
"«  ^  Israel  Smith,  whieh  wa.  ^ad ;  when.^r. 


W.  reported  a  bHl  for  the  reltcT  of  Israel  Saith  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  ba  en- 
groesed.and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HsKsaicKB  presented  a  petition  of  Bern- 
bard  SleiDer,  of  Switzerland,  to  Europe,  fnfiag 
thst  bemaybe  permitted  lo  pure  base  aiownihip 
of  public  land,  in  the  Sute  of  Indiana,  for  wUeti 
be  will  pay  one-eighth  of  tbe  pnrchaae  nuMy 
immediately,  one^ighth  in  two  yean,  and  iM 
balance  at  the  expiration  often  years,  apott  which 
he  proposes  to  eettle  a  colony  of  Swis*  immt- 
grants.' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
tbe  Commiilee  on  Ihe  Public  Land*. 

Mr.  HniicK,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  tai  the  relief  of  Jo- 
■iab  Bolloek  ;  wnich  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitiad  to  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole. 

Hr.  NnLsoK,  from  ihe  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill,  providing  an  additional 
compensslion  to  the  circnii  jndge  of  tbe  sixtit 
circuit  of  the  United  States;  which  wa>  r^d 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PoiitDfixm,  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  Manufkciures  were  in- 
stmoted  to  inquire  into-the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  pott  of  entry  and  delivery,  at  the  tom 
of  Shietdsboronghi'on  the  bay  of  St.  Loois,  in  the 
State  of  Uissi^ppi- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STonns,  Ihe  Secretary  of 
the  War  Department  was  requeeted  tocommnni- 
cBlo  to  this  House,  a  statement  of  the  casea  in 
which  aonatel  baa  been  emfdoyed  to  assiel  tbe 
judge  advocates  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutes, 


the 


I  the  fim  day  of  Augnn,  1618 ;  the  names  oi 
>  employed^  the  compensations  y^d 


to  them,  respectively,  and  the  fuM  oat  of  wbich 
the  same  have  been  paid;  and  the  expengea  of 
the  several  court*  martial  which  have  been  held 
since  that  lime,  for  the  trial  of  officers  of  tbe 

A  mottoa  was  made  by  Hr.  Rica,  that  the 
Commitlee  of  the  Wbole^  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  amend  the  aet,  eatrtled  "An  act  re- 
specting fagitivee  from  jusiiee,  and  persons  escap- 
ing from  the  service  ot  their  masters,"  be  dia- 
charged  fi«m  ih*  furtlier  consideration  ■thereof, 
aad  utat  it  ba  eommiited  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  whioh  is  counitted  the  bill,  eapple- 
meniary  to  ihe  act,  lo  prohibit  the  importation 
of  slaves  within  ibe  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Stales,  passed  the  2d  of  Match,  1807;  and  the 
qnestion  being  taken  thereon,  it  passed  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infMtned  the  House 
that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  iha  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  provision  for  the  eetabliahment  of  ad- 
ditional land  offiees  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
■ouri,"  with  amendments ;  and  they  have  passed 
bills  of  tbe  following  titles:  An  act  directing  the 
manner  of  appointing  Indian  agents,  and  coaiiov- 
ing  the  "Act  for  euablisbing  tradiag-hooscs  with 
the  Indian  tribes ;"  an  act  eoaceraing  the  district 
of  Branawiek,  in  the  Sute  of  Geoigia ;  an  act 
to  iaoorpenie  tbe  Meebanie  Relief  Sooieiy  of 
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f\igiti9e»  from  Jtutiee. 


Alezandrii ;  tai,  ta  act  for  the  nlfef  of  iMtc 
Btint,  in  which  anmdineDtt  and  bilU,  thcf 
ask  UM  coDcarreace  of  thia  Houm. 

FUGmVE8  raOM  JUSTICE,  4c. 

The  aid«T  of  the  dif  oa  ihe  bill  "^MpectiDg 

fagitivea  from  jaalie^  wad  pcnona  eeupiD(  froni 

ih«  MtviM  of  their  mairen,"  ttBTing  beea  an- 

nonseed— 

Ut.  Rich  mond  to  eommit  the  bill  to  a  diflier' 
ont  eonmittM,  with  a  view  of  coniidarinK  the 

Fiiopriety  of  eerlaia  amendmeDts.  After  tome 
itile  discuasioD.  the  motion  was  oegatired.  i 

The  Howe  then  retolrcd  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tea  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill. 

The  qaeslioa  was  on  an  amendmeni  proposed 
by  Mr.  Rich  to  the  bill,  which  bai  for  in  object 
toe  prereating  the  transportation,  in  anjr  manner, 
of  aof  negro,  mnlallo,  or  person  of  color,  with- 
out haviDg  prcvioosljr  carried  the  same  before 
some  jodtfe  or  justice  of  a  eoort  of  record,  and 

S'ving  HtmcieDt  proof  of  their  being  slarea,  and 
e  pTopertf  of  the  persoD  hj  whote  aothftriiy 
ihey  are  so  removed,  under  ^e  penalty  of  a  sum 
sot  axeeediof  Mn  ihonaaod  dollam 

This  amendmeat  Ur.  SToaia  had  proposed  to 
amend,  by  sabalitating  in  lieu  thereof,  a  new  sec- 
tion, in  the  following  words: 

"  That,  if  »itj  ftnou  wilhost  durable  eUim,  ihsll 
knowjnglj  and  wilftill7  procure  or  canae  to  bepiacnred 
•117  Mteh  eertifleateer  warrant,  [of  hb  preper^  in  107 
piilloBlsr  toditidBal]  with  iiitMiSiN),aiMei  color  or  pr»- 
tance  thereof^  ot  die  ptovitiana  of  thia  set,  to  arrest, 
datain,  or  tian^Mt,  or  eaase  to  be  atresled,  detained, 
or  tian^rted,  an7  person  whalaoeveii  not  IwM  to 
labor  or  sarrieo  sa  aforesaid,  he  W  dM,  OB  eanrktian 
theno(  ihall  awKr  impriaoament,  not  ernsadiaii  fit- 
tarn  jsats,  01  Sned  not  exceeding  five  thovsand  dol- 
lara,  01  both,  in  the  diacration  of  the  oonrt  before  whom 
Bucb  coDviction  dkall  be  had." 

Means.  Stobrs  and  Pindali<  advocated  the 
ameodment  to  tbe  amendment,  oa  the  grouod  of 
the  difficDky  of  the  subject,  the  very  ma^itude 
of  which  was  a  soffieieDt  reason^  it  was  satd,  why 
it  should  not  be  aopended  to  ihu  bill,  bat  ought 
to  be  made  the  suoject  of  a  separate  act. 

Mr.  Rich  vindicated  his  own  amendment,  on 
the  gronad  of  (be  eaorraitv'of  tbe  crime  of  kid- 
aappiag^  repealed  eacea  of  wbieh  had  occurred, 


and  which  appeared  ti 

f  the  Legislatttre. 


o  him  to  requite  the 
poaitjon  of  the  JLegislattire. 

The  ameadment  to  tbe  amndment  was  agreed 
to,  and  then  ineorpcrTated  in  the  bill,  by  a  coiwd- 
erable  majority. 

Mr.  Cla<»tt  said,  he  should  make  but  few  re- 
marks upon  this  occasion.  Since  this  bill  has 
beea  itnder  ducusaioa,  said  he,  I  have  given  it  due 
attention,  but  have  not  beea  able  to  perceive  a 
■Blisfactory  reason  for  its  passage;  norani  with- 
out snrwise,  that  it  should  have  so  many  advo- 
eaies.  The  law  of  1793,  io  pursuance  of  the  2d 
seel.  4th  art.  of  the  Constltutioa,  enacts,  "that 
'  whea  a  perioo,  held  to  labor  or  service  in  sny 
'  of  the  Uoited  States,  or  in  either  of  the  Territo- 
'  ries,  under  the  laws  thereof,  shall  escape  into 
'  any  other  of  the  Mid  Blatea  or  Territories,  the 


'  pereon  to  whom  such  labor  or  service  may  be 
'  due,  his  agent  or  attorney,  shall  hare  power  to 
'  seize  or  arrest  such  fugitive,  and  take  him  «  her 
'  before  any  jadge  of  a  circuit  or  distriet  court  of 
'  the  United  States,  residing  or  bdog  within  the 
'  State,  or  before  any  magistrate  of  a  county,  eky, 
'  or  town  corporate,  wherein  such  seizure  or  ar- 
'  rest  shall  have  beea  made,  and  upon  proof,  to 
'  thesatisfactioDofsnch  judge  or  magiatrate,  that 
'  the  person  so  seized,  doth,  under  the  laws  of  tbe 
'  State  from  whence  ne  fied,  owe  service  or  labor 
'  to  the  person  claiming  him,  it  shall  be  the  dnty 
'  of  such  judge  or  magutrate  to  give  a  eertiftcate 
'  thereof  to  such  claimant,  whioh  shall  be  a  sofE- 
cient  warrant  for  removing  such  fusitive  to  the 
Slate  from  whence  be  fled."  And,  w  the  sane 
law  any  person  who  shall  obstrnet  snen  claimant 
in  seizing  a  fagitiv^  or  resene  him  after  aaiznrc, 
or  harbor  or  coneeal  him,  knowing  him  to  be  a 
fugitive,  shall  incur  a  penalty  of  five  huodrad 
dollars  to  the  use  of  suoh  claimant,  and  be  also 
liable  to  the  party  for  all  other  damages  by  him 
lustaiaed.    Sir,  however  I  may  differ  la  opinion 


from  some  honorable  gentlemen  upon 

tion  of  right  to  this  service.  abstracUr  conaide 

I  do  not  Iteaiiale  to  aay,  that  the  clause  of 


Constitution,  under  which  we  legislate,  is  impera- 
tive— that  it  is  a  part  of  a  soleoan  compact  be- 
tween the  several  Stales  in  the  Union,  and  we 
are  bmind  to  cart^  it  into  complete  effect.  But 
does  not  the  lawciied,  secure  to  the  claimants  all 
the  rights  which  the  Constitution  gnaraniied  to 
iheml  Certainly  it  does.  By  the  law  now  in 
force,  the  claimant  may,  in  tbe  first  insunce,  with- 
out a  warrant,  arrest  the  fugitive,  and  carry  him 
before  a  tribunal  for  examinatioii.  This  is  a  great 
latitude,  and  (here  is  danger  of  an  abnse  of  this 
power  to  the  injory  of  the  free  citizen,  who  mw 
never  appear  before  such  tribunal  I  If  any  amead- 
ment  01  this  law  be  necessary,  it  is  10  restrain  the 
claimant  from  an  abuse  of  power;  but  no  such 
amendmeat  ha*  been  proposed.  The  courts  of 
the  United  States  ate  the  only  proper  tribunals  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  subject ;  and  magistrates 
of  a  State,  as  saoh.  are  not  bouitd  by  your  law. 
Why,  ifatn,  maka  this  amendment  1 

But,  sir,  while  we  are  ■crupuloosty  guarding 
from  eaeroaohmeals  one  clause  of  our  Coastita- 
tion,  let  us  be  cautious  lest  we  infract  another, 
equally  important.  It  ii  not  only  my  duty,  but 
my  siaoere  desire,  to  preserve  evuy  part  of  this 
sacred  iostrument,  upon  which  our  national  hap- 
piness depends.  And  now,  air,  let  me  solicit  your 
alteotion  to  the  E>tb  sect,  of  the  Isi  art.  of  this 
Constitution,  in  these  words:  "  The  privilege  of 
'  ilie  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspead- 
'  ed,  unless  when,  ia  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion, 
'  the  public  safety  may  require  it."  Wilt  not  this 
bill,  if  it  pass  into  a  law,  virtually  suspend  (he 
writ  of  liaMas  corpU£~-ai  least  its  eSect  7  la  my 
opinion  it  will:  for  Ibis  bill  provides,  if  aucb  writ 
issue,  end  it  shall  appear,  upon  its  return,  that  the 
supposed  fugitive  waa  arretted  under  thia  law, 
(and  it  maybe  bv  order  of  a  justice  of  the  peace) 
"--'-  '---'-- shall  be  remanded  into  the  GUalody 
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mfiTORT  OF  OONaBBSS. 


f\igitioet  fian  Auffoe. 


Jahoaby,  1818. 


For  theM  tcmobs.  nr,  I  (fcalt  give  m  »g«i!Te 
Tote  IS  (be  bill  oa  your  (rUb. 

Mr.  PmDiLL  Mid,  the  bill  profeun  to  impose 
■  daty,  to  be  performed  by  MaUd  JDdg«a,  la  rela 
tioB  to  thi  reeorery  of  tdmw«j  ilarM.  Thi 
•uetowDl  o(  tba  bill  doM  not,  it  ia  wid,  imply 
whkt  the  opinion  ot  the  Hooee,  or  the  friends  of 
ihn  bill,  BMy  be  on  the  ijnealioD  of  the  power  of 
CoQ^TCM  10  impoM  soy  other  datiee  on  iIm  Slate 

A  ^ilcmin  mentioBed,  dnin|f  the  debate,  as 
an  objaeiioa  to  the  biH,  that  it  impoMd  dntiei 
apoD  State  jad^  and  offieen,  to  whieb  Hr.  Ptn- 
MLLL  (the  ehaiimaa  «f  the  eonamittee  tbai  re- 
pened  (he  bill)  replied,  that  ibeM  who  beliered 
thie  rabjcet  iavolTei)  ike  broad  qneation,  whether 
OoDgTus  had  the  right  in  all  ease*  to  require  the 
exMDtioB  of  iu  laws  through  the  instnunefitaliiy 
of  State  oSsen  woold,  if  so  dliposed,  be  able  to 
aa^  much  ia  faror  of  ibe  power.  Indeed,  book 
migbt  contend,  with  plaoeibility,  that  the  qneation 
ovght  to  be  oontidered  at  settled ;  ar  an  ai^nieBt 
the  aanta  or  BJoiiUr  to  (bat  derived  from  what 
haa  been  called  contempwtmteaiu  pratHoe,  might 
be  dadnoed  from  the  eailieal  aots  rf  this  Oorera- 
nent.  CongreH  bad  repeatedly  passed  law*  de- 
Mndiog  for  their  eiecotion  on  State  courts. 
This  eonsidHBtion  mi^t,  in  the  eaiimation  of 
some  geailflniea,  WMgfa  agaioH  the  objectimi  of 
-  the  member  from  Hauaehnseils,  bat  be  (Ur.  P.) 
didaotrety  npon  it. 

Ha  aaid  it  was  possible  that  iha  framers  of  ibe 
Conatitntion  did  not  wish  that  the  right  of  Cott- 
greai  toimpwednties  upon  Bute  oHieersrtaald  be 
eoexteanrewith  tbe  powers  of  legislaiioD  granted 
by  that  iDitrumeai,  and  yet  may  bare  intended 
tbal  sueb  a  power  should  exist  in  some  cases,  or 
nader  some  eireumstances.  Although  he  would 
Mt  iBiermeddle  with  the  abslraet  inquiry,  wheih- 
ar  Congtesi  could,  in  all  Its  legishtire  prorinee, 
impoae  upon  a  judicial  or  miniuerini  State  officer 
an  cMigation  to  ozeeate  the  laws  of  ttte  Union, 
lia  would  iniid  on  kia  right  to  eiereiM  the  pow« 
in  the  instance  contemplated  by  the  bill.  The 
rtanae  of  the  Conetittitiou  on  which  the  bill  test- 
ed, declared  that  bo  person,  held  to  serrice  or 
labor  ia  one  Stale,  under  the  laws  (hereof,  eseap- 
isg  into  another,  shall,  in  eonsequsDee  of  any 
law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discbarged  from 
atieb  service  or  labor,  but  shall  bn  delivered  op 
on  the  claim  of  the  paiiy  to  whom  such  aerrice 
•r  labor  may  be  doe.  Tbiselanse,  besaid,wata 
regnlnliim  between  tite  respective  States,  eonftr- 
itBg  rights  on  some  8(s(es  and  obligttious  on 
Others;  but  the  tight,  when  eierted  for  (he  benefit 
of  (he  sluTeholder,  manifests  itself  by  means  of 
the  laws  of  his  Siale  ;  for  the  elause  jast  quoted 
aoeaks  of  persons  held  to  labor  in  ok  SlttU,  mdtr 
tneJmMtkenof.  Thelawsof  the  State  are  made 
known,  interpreted,  and  expounded  by  the  official 
acts  and  decisions  of  State  judges  and  officers. 

Again:  the  slare,  taking  refuge  in  another 
State,  ihtcU  be  delivered  up.  This  duty  of  delir- 
ering  up  tbe  slave  is  not  imposed  on  private  men 
or  iodiTiduals,  as  in  astateof  iiatnre,or  it  might 
nerct  be  performed]  besides,  imvate men  are  not 


neecssarily  sopposed  to  have  the  slaTe  ii  their 
possession  or  power.  Tbe  duty  of  d^ivehng  ap 
the  slave  i*  impoMd  on  tbe  State,  and  the  Stale, 
ss  all  other  civil  or  social  political  powers,  neces> 
sarily,  or  at  least  nsually,  ads  by  the  inierTeotioB 
of  its  elSptn, 

I(  being  thus  skown,  in  regard  to  this  elaaaa  of 
tbe  Constitution,  that  a  right  and  eorremoad- 
ing  obligadon  are  established  between  dUfmu 
au.Ua,  whieb,  by  ordinary  interptetatioa,  dqp«nd 
for  their  dcTeloameot  and  exeteia*  Mp»»  ihe 
propel  cAcers  of  each  State ;  and  it  b«ii>g  ad- 
mitted  on  all  sides  t^at  Cai^;ieas  baa  tbe  powei 
to  regulate  ifae  due  eBenise  of  that  rigbi,  and 
enforce  Ihe  peTformauee  of  that  oblifaiioo,  it  fol- 
lows that  Ckingtess  can  laaka  a  law  is  rs^late 
ibe  eonduel  oTlbeae  Stale  offieers  in  the  peniDrm- 
ance  of  their  duty. 

Futtber  debate  took  place  en  tbe  bill,  and  on 
an  ameodmeat  proposed  by  Hr.  Balbwiit. 

"  FoLLAB  then,  after  aa  ingenious  speeob  of 
enble  longih,  moved  to  utA»  oait  the  Ant 
aeeMOD  of  the  hill,  wiiba  view  to  destroy  it  enUro- 
ly,  OB  the  gMBod  that  it  traBseeadad  tbe  Ccuoati* 
lutioual  provielous  on  the  aubjeet.  He  also  took 
exeeptioM  to  rations  features  of  tbe  bUL 

bir.  Stsoiio,  in  a  laore  decided  manner,  ex- 
pressed bis  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  tbe  grouad 
thai  (he  act  already  in  existence  ou  that  aobject 
had  gooe  full  jiu  eaougb  io  oarryiag  into  cxeeu- 
(ion  the  ConstitntiooBl  pioviatoB  on  that  antgeet; 
whteh  be  icgafdnl  as  a  ocAiMet,  (be  node  of 
uceoiiog  wbiab  the  noa-etsvaboldmg  Biaiea  bad 
reserved,  wmi  w«m  at  Uberty  to  jadge  of  wbeo 
proposed  to  then,  dbe. 

Mr.  Cobb  replied  to  tbe  two  genileaaB  froin 
btasMCbusetts,  vindieatiBg  the  rights  <tf  tbe  bidd- 
en of  that  deseripiion  of  property,  as  seenied  by 
tbe  Constitntion,  as  inalieoaUe,  and  as  inriolabtt 
on  any  pretext  by  those  who  were  averse  to  tbe 
tolemtioo  of  star  err,  ^. 

Mt.  StBono  icjoined. 

Ur.  HoFKiMBOH  stated  ORtaia  objceiioM  to  tbe 
form  of  this  bill,  under  whiob  be  tbotigfat  it  pov 
sibte  Ibat  freemen  migbt  be  apprebeodea  me 
slaves,  without  tbe  necessary  means  of  redreaa. 

Hr.  HouoB,  of  Uasaaebusetts,  roftda  aome  re- 
marks, of  a  nature  cMolliHory  to  (be  prejudices 
existing  on  both  tUei  of  tbis  qaattlon)  and  in* 
timated  ibat,  tbougb  be  was  not  ia  fkvot  of  alt 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  be  sboald  vote  against 
sirifcing  out  tbe  first  section,  becanse  be  thought 
that  the  bill  might  be  so  moulded  aa  to  be  Quob- 
jectionable  to  any. 

Hr.  CuiT  (Speaker)  then  engaged  in  tbe  de- 
bate, being  called  up  by  the  peculiar  iitteresi 
which  the  State  of  wbieh  he  is  a  Representative 
has  in  tbe  -_..!..—. 


lepasngei 
',  Its  enls, 


of  the  bilL  The  nature  of  slave 
property,  its  evils,  and  tbe  rights  of  its  possessors, 
were  illustrated  with  great  loree,  and  Ibe  neces- 
sity for  Ibe  passage  of  an  act  of  this  sort  sustain- 
ed by  many  argumeuls,  in  a  speech  of  considera- 
ble length. 

Ur.  fiALDWiK  rose  on  the  question  of  constmc- 
tion  which  bad  been  given  by  some  geatlemen  to 
the  CoBsiitutioaBl  provision ;  wbieh,  he  eonteiid- 
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Jaiiuakt,  181K. 


X\i§itiMt  fntn  JtuHot. 


H-orR. 


cd,  GODfamd  on  CoagtCM  fall  ptnrar  te  lagiilata 
OB  th«  tnbiect  so  ts  to  girt  tb«  uroBgeat  •eooiity 
to  the  balden  of  slan  propenf. 

Tin  motioD  to  Krike  out  (he  first  sectioa  mi 
Dontircd  by  a  large  tDijoritr- 

SooM  faiiher  ameadBant*  hariiig  be«a  taadi 
to  the  bill,  the  Coinmiltee  tOM,  aad  repotted  Ae 
bill  u  amcDdcd,  and  the  House  Bdjoatned. 

Tbdksdat,  Janotry  39. 

Mr.  Sbbobaxt  preMuted  a  pttilion  of  tbi 
PemurlT'ii*  Society  for  prDmoliag  the  abolilioo 
of  BhTery,  praying  that  laeh  amendmenta  may 
be  made  to  the  act  of  1798,  eaiitled  "An  aet  - 
■peeling  fngitira  from  jiuuee,  and  peuou  eai 
piag  from  the  terrioe  of  their  maMeft,"  u  will 
oMre  efleotaalfy  teeore  the  rishta  of  people  of 
color,  who  ate  free,  ot  enlitTed  to  fratdom  - 
whicn  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  wa>  made  by  Ur.  McCot,  thai  the 
HouM  do  reaoncider  ibeii  rote  of  ycaterday, 
concurriog  in  the  report  of  the  Comatiuee  of 
Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Zacharlab  McQirl 
and  the  question  beine  taken  thereon,  it  paaset 
in  the  KfiiMailre;  and  the  repwt  and  iwtitioa 
were  leeommiifed  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
with  iostraclions  to  examine  the  validity  of  the 
eridenee  upon  vbieh  the  ekln  is  founded. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  net  for  the 
lief  of  unel  Smttb,"  wa*  rend  tks  thud  lii 
and  iMseed. 

Tbo  ameDdmaala  profosed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  *aiitied*'Aa  an  making  prOTition  for 
the  esMbtishmeai  of  additional  teed  offlees  ia 
the  Territory  of  Missouri."  were  read  and  se- 
fened  to  ibe  Committee  on  the  Public  Land*. 

The  bill  from  the  Benate,  entitled  "An  act, 
directing  the  manner  of  appointing  lodiaii  agents, 
■od  eoatuuiag  ibe  "Aai  for  enablishing  trading- 
bouses  with  the  Indian  itibei,"  was  znd  twice, 
■•d  referred  to  the  eommillee  appointod  oaso 
nooh  of  the  Prepidsai^*  Mesetga  a«  lelaMt  to 
Ipdiaa  AQaiM. 

The  iiil  fun  the  Bewte,  wlitled  >^An  aai 
cmwerniog  the  diairiet  of  Braaswielb  in  the 
Biate  of  Qeoegla,"  was  read  twice,  ana  tefsrrod 
la  tba  Coamiwii  of  OooKmatee  and  UansAte- 
tvraa. 

The  hiU  from  the  Senai^  eDli(led"AD  aet  to 
ineorpofate  the  Mechanic  Relief  Becietr  of  Al- 
exandria," was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Diairiet  of  Colombia. 

Tbe  hilt  from  the  Beeaie,  entitled  "An  act  for 
tbe  relief  of  Isaac  Briggi,"  was  read  twice,  and 
lefcrred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poblic  Lands. 

FOOmVES  FSOM  JUSTICE,  dtc 

The  Honae  hsTing  resumed  the  consideration 

of  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  eaillled  "An  act  re- 

ipecting  fogilires  from  jntiice,  and  personi  eiea- 

piDg  from  llie  terTice  of  their  masiers" — 

Mr.  Rich  moved  to  recomnit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  to  whom  has  been  leferred  the  memo- 
rial of  the  annual  meeting  of  tbe  Society  of 
Fiieods  at  Baitiiaeie,  with  a  view  of  eo  aBi^d- 


isg  the  bill  as  to  goard  isore  efieetaally  tbe 
rights  of  free  persoos  of  color.  This  motion  be 
enJorced  by  urging  the  oppressiocs  to  wbioh 
iheee  people  were  now  subjeeied,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  some  resulation  on  ihe  sutyeol,  which  be 
llMnght  might  oe  very  properly  connected  with 
this  bill. 

Mr.  PiMDALL  o^eeled  to  the  reeommitmcat, 
npeeiallr  aa  tbe  House  had  already  once  deaided 

T.iast  doing  so  on  the  same  gtovnd  of  the  want 
neoeseaiy  eoanezion  of  the  proposed  amead- 
ment  with  the  hill. 

tit.  Shitb,  of  BlarylaBd,  suggetied  that  the 
nibjeel  of  the  proCeetion  of  free  people  of  color, 
being  of  a  distinct  aattire  from  this,  wa*  already 
be/ore  a  eemmitiee  who  wontd  without  doobt 
make  a  qieeial  report  on  tbe  sntgect.  Under 
this  impression,  Mr.  S.  said  he  shonid  vote 
againsi  Ibe  motion  for  recommitment. 

Mr.  RasA  was  also  opposed  to  the  reeommit- 
meot,  aad  made  some  general  remarks  reaptciii^ 
slavery,  in  the  conne  of  which  he  intimated  bis 
opinion  that  the  Cfovernment  had  diown  its 
aversion  (o  slave  ry  in  erery  maaaef  in  its  irawar, 
and  conld  not  do  more,  unleai  by  an  arbitraij 
abolition  of  aliver/,  which  no  one  would  pro- 
pose. If  slavery  mtMi  exist,  as  guanuitied  by 
[he  GaastitutK>B|  be  was  aarptised  at  the  oppoai- 
tion  made  lo  liditioe  U  of  some  of  its  erui,  by 
piereatiBg  esaapee,  4bo. 

Mr.  LiVEMio«a  said,  althoagh  not  CararaUe 
to  the  bill,  be  shoald  vote  agauiM  a  reooaMnit- 
taeat^  baeauM  he  wiahad  that  thoae  who  wore 
friendly  to  tbe  bill  might  have  the  oppartatiity, 
by  ataeadmaat,  to  maM  it  as  perfect  as  pewiUe. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Maclat  was  in  favor  of  reeommit- 
meot.  Admitting  the  force  of  the  Constitu- 
tional provision,  which  secared  the  right  of  pro- 
prietors to  reclaim  their  runaway  slaves,  he  was 
not  for  going  further  than  necessary ;  and  b»- 
peaxed  moreover  to  be  highly  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  coDnectiag  wiih  this  bill  a  provis- 
ion to  prevent  the  apprenension  of  free  persons 
of  color,  under  preteuca  of  their  being  slaves. 

The  question  on  recommitment  of  the  bill  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  without  ■  division- 
Further  debate  look  place  on  the  question  of 
concunence  in  some  of  the  amendments  made 
to  tbe  bill  in  the  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole,  and 
on  several  other  amendments  (roposad,  in  iha 
course  of  which  Messrs.  Pirdux,  SnattuiiT, 
SPKNoaa,  Baldwih,  Ricb,  TiBar,  Baacaaa, 
and  others,  actively  exerted  themselves. 

Mr.  BnoEANT  made  a  ptopoeiiioo,  having  in 
view  to  materially  chsuge  the  nature  of  the  biU 
by  making  judges  of  the  State  in  which  the  ap- 

5 rentiers,  sjavei,  &C.,  are  seized,  the  tribunal  to 
ecide  tbe  fact  of  tlarary,  instead  of  the  judges 
of  the  States  whence  the  fugitives  have  escaped, 
bis  was  negatived  by  a  laige  m^ority. 
Mr.  RioH  made  seveial  successive  attempts  to 
procnie  amendments  to  Ihe  bill,  relaxing  some 
of  its  provisions,  which  were  soccessiTery  n^ 

The  debate,  tboo)[b  not  very  inietesting,  wu 
sealoQsIy  pmiiied  lA  to  a  late  hour. 


DigilizcdbyLjOOQlC 


mfiTOit?  OF  CONaBSBB. 


8S3 


H-orH. 


CattcfR.  W.Maade. 


Iakcaxt,  ISIS. 


The  ^Qratioa  being  od  onteriDf  the  Mil  to  a 
third  retdiD^T- 

A  molioD  was  made  bf  Mr.  W.  P.  Maci^t 
to  poitpooe  Uie  bill  to  Moodajr  next ;  which  mo- 
tioa  «u  Degatired— 79  to  62. 

AflM  two  or  three  JDifiwttial  moiioaa  to  pro- 
cure aa  adjouromeiil,  and  to  furiber  amend  the 
bill— 

The  qaettioa  was  at  leneth  taken, "  Sbail  the 
bill  be  eogroeied  aod  read  •  third  time?"  and 
decided,  \>y  yeas  and  aaya:  For  thr  bill  86, 
agaioil  il  &5,  aiiollows: 

Ybac— M^n.  Abbott,  Anderaon  of  Kentucky, 
Alutin,  Baldwin,  Bill,  BaMett,  Barler,  BoMhet, 
Bellinger,  Bloonifield,Blatuit,Br7an,BiuveU,Caiap- 
bell.  Claiborne,  Cobb,  Cook,  Cnwfbid,  CngK,  De- 
ahd,  Diake,  Earle,  Edwanla,  Ellieolt,  Enrin  of  Soqtb 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Forney,  Farayth,  Qamett,  Hall  of 
Deiawaie,  U*ll  of  Kaith  Carolina,  Haniaoo,  Hm^ 
Holnea  of  MaaaachuMtta,  Hnbbaid,  Jahnaon  of  '^r- 

Ciia,  Jahnaon  of  KeDtnckji  Lewii,  Linn,  Little, 
wndea,  McLace,  McCoy,  Matchuul,  Harr,  M^aon 
of  Maauchnfctta,  Middleton,  Mooie,  Mnmfoid,  H. 
Nelson,  Nealdit,  Newton,  Owen,  Palmer,  Pattenon, 
Peter,  Pindall,  Pleaaanta,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Qnarlea, 
Beed,  Shea,  Rinndd,  Bobeitaon  of  Kantnckj,  Sng- 
alea,  Bampaon,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Bloeomb,  8.  Smith, 
BaUard  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Sonthard,  Speed, 
Spencer,  Stewart  of  North  Oar^lna,  Btorra,  SIrothar, 
Stoart,  Tompkina,  TrinUa,  Taeker  of  Soulh  Caro- 
lina, Walker  of  North  Cai^ina,  WilliaiM  of  North 
Caroliiia,  and  Wilaon  of  Mawachnaatla. 

Naia— McMH.  Adama,  AUra  of  Haaaadtttaatla, 
Allan  of  Vemont,  Bateuan,  Bennett,  Boaa,  BnUai, 
Clacatt,  Crafia,  Colbreth,  Fdter,  Foliar,  Hale,  Ha»- 
drieka,  Henicfc,  Uit«hcc«k,  Uolmea  of  Ccmneeticat, 
HopkuuoD,  Honler,  Huntington,  Ingham,  Irriogof 


Ndsan,  Orr,  Parrott,  Pawling,  Rice,  Rich,  Richatdi, 
Saiace,  Scudder,  Sergoant,  Beybert,  Sherwood,  Sila- 
bee,  Bpangler,  Stiong,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terry,  Dpbam, 
Wallace,  Wendorer,  Williami  of  Connecticut,  Wi^ 
llama  of  New  York,  Wilkin,  and  WUmui  oi  Penn- 

Th«  bill  was  Ibeu  ordered  (o  be  read  the  third 
time  lo- morrow. 


Fhidat,  Jannary  30. 

The  Spzakee  laid  before  the  Monte  a  letter 
from  Richard  Bland  t<ee,GomraisaioDerafClBimS] 
eommanicaiiDg  "  reports  of  the  facts"  ia  the  cases 
of  John  Anderson,  Jean  Bapiiate  Jerome,  Gabriel 
Oodfroy,eDd  Jean  Baptiste  Beauaroud,  Jean  Bap* 
tiite  CoDiure,  Oeor^  UleDoani,  and  Hubert  La 
Croix,  all  of  the  Territorjr  of  Micbigan,  with  the 
eridence  accompanyiag  each ;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Ctaimi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Palmek,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Bam- 
uel  Bnell,  toother  with  the  petition,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  OoLE,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  Oenersl  Arthur  SL  Clair,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Major  Oeneral  Arthur  Sl 
Clair}  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 


The  SruKU  laid  before  the  Hoaae  a  fetter 
from  the  Baeretaiy  of  the  Navy,  tnntmiititi^ 
copies  of  the  proceedinsa  of  thecontt  martialfor 
the  trial  of  Captain  OTirer  Hazard  Perr^r,  ud 
abo  of  the  proeeedinn  of  the  conn  mariial  for 
the  trial  of  Captain  John  Heath ;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

messagefromtbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making aopropriaiiona  for  the  payment  oCthe 
arrearages  waichhare  been  meurred  for  ihesnp- 
port  of  the  Military  Bstnbtisbment  prerious  to 
the  Srat  of  Jantury,  1817,"  with  an  ameodmnt 
in  which  ibeyaak  the  cone urrence  of  this  Houie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

SaolMd,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea  be  requested  to  cauae  to  be  laid  before  the 
House  such  information  as  he  may  possess,  (and 
which  may  be  communicated  without  injary  to 
the  public  inlereatj  relatire  to  the  claims  of  the 
merchants  of  the  United  States  for  their  prop- 
erty seized  and  confiscated  aadcr  the  authority 
of  the  King  of  Naples. 

CASE  OF  B.  W.  MEADE. 

A  Message  yesterday  received  from  the  Pasii- 
DOIT  OF  THB  UniTED  STaTES  waa  read,  aa  fol- 
lows: 
To  Ikt  Boute  efS^rcttntdtiBtMofthe  Vnited  Statu: 

In  compUanca  with  a  resolnlioa  of  flie  Hooao  of 
Rqeeaantalivai^  of  the  SSd  of  Sacembar  last,  request- 
ing inlintnation  relatiTo  to  the  Imptiaonment  and  it- 
tentiM  in  cenflnement  of  Siehud  W.  Meade,  >  cit^ 
■en  of  the  Vnited  Statsa,  I  now  transmit  to  the  Houaa 
a  report  from  tlu  Beoietary  of  State,  conUiniaf  the 
information  reqoested. 

JAMES  MONBOB. 

WiSBtsoTOX,  Jan.  29,  I81B. 

DarAaTNirr  or  8t.s.tb. 
The  Secretary  of  Stats,  to  whom  waa  referred  llw 
reaolntion  of  the  Hoon  of  Rnrasentatires  of  the  tSd 
of  December  last,  reqnestiBg  tfie  Fraaidant  to  cauae  to 
be  laid  before  the  House  an^  ioibrmatkn  he  may  b( 
able  to  commuiiicata,  relaliTa  to  tha  imprisoamenl 
and  detention  in  confinement  of  BiefaanI  W.  ftfoMle, 
a  ettiien  of  tha  Unltad  BUtea,  has  tha  honor  of  sub- 
mitting  to  the  President  the  aocompanjiag  papera  n- 
calved  at  the  dapartment  on  that  8abject,with  a  Letts 
tMnamd  to  tha  Miniatar  of  Spain,  residing  here  aioee 
the  raaolntian  of  tha  Honaa,  and  the  answer  received 
bom  him. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

it:  Adanu  to  Mr.  Onit. 

Dan  ant  BIT  or  St&tb, 

WoMiglmi,  Jan.  Sfl,  1817. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Prealdeat  of  the  United 
Statea  to  Invite  your  immediate  attention,  and  to  urge 
that  of  yoor  Qovernment,  to  the  caae  of  Richard  ^. 
Meade,  a  ntiien  of  the  United  Statea,  who  has  been 
confined  since  the  Sd  of  May,  ISIS,  in  the  piiaon 
Santa  Catalina,  at  Cadiz. 

It  baa  bean  repeatedly  represented  to  yoor  Govern- 
ment by  the  Miniiter  of  the  United  Statea  at  Madrid, 
that  the  imprisonment  of  tlus  pereen  wsa  under  a  sea- 
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tance  of  •  tribnn*!  t.t  Cadii^  ouidemniiif  him  to  pay 
a  aecoiK]  time  ■  tmo  o(  money,  .which,  by  viilaa  of  « 
prioi  deerae  of  the  nine  triboDtl,  he  had  alieady  paid 
into  the  Royal  Treuaiy.  Thi*  fact  ha>  nersr  bevii 
denied  oi  eonteited  by  yonr  OoTecnment.  It  has  beva 
pTOred  to  them  by  the  alteitalioni  and  certificate*  of 
their  own  oSleere. 

It  wu  to  baTebeenpremmed  tba^  upon  the  fint  mo- 
ment that  nch  a  ftct  waa  aathraticalfy  preMnted  to 
yanx  GOTemmtnt,  an  older  wonld  initently  haTe 
iaaned  &eu  it  fei  lh«  diachwge  of  Mr.  Meade  from  hie 
impriaonineiit.  Tbrn  Praaident  legvet*  that  after  eo 
manj  and  aich  nrfant  repraiantationa  in  hie  behalf 
bv  the  MiniMer  of  the  Dailad  States  at  Medtid  it 
abonld  yet  be  neeeauiy  to  addreai  this  call  npon  the 
moat  comtnou  ^principle  of  jnatiee  to  you.  I  am  in- 
atmcted  by  him  to  ny,  tliat  in  renewing  thie  demand 
for  Mr.  Meade'e  immediate  libeiaLon,  he  confidently 
exMcta  it  will  not  be  in  lain. 

I  pray  yoD,  eir,  to  acoept  the  aanrance  of  my  Tory 
djatiagaiabed  eoneideratioD. 

JOHN  Q.  ADAM& 

Jfr.  Onu  to  Mr,  jUmu. 

WaeBDtemx,  Dec  SB,  1817. 
8ja:  1  recMved  yonr  note  dated  the  SSth  of  thia 
Bttontb,  in  which,  by  order  of  the  Piendenl,  you  com- 
manicate  to  me  what  appeare  to  have  taken  place  in 
Spain,  in  the  caa«  of  a  law  rait  egaioit  Hichard  W. 
Meade,  a  citiieD  of  these  Statea,  in  order  that  I  ihoqld 
make  the  neccMaiy  repretentationa  on  this  aabjeet  to 
the  King  my  maater,  and  eolidt  hi)  rele*M  fimn  eon- 


In  eompliaaca  with  thewiahea  of  the  Fraeident,  and 
jonn,  air,  I  ehall,  with  great  pleaanre,  make  thia  re- 
qoeat  in  bvor  of  Mr.  Meade,  althoash  I  am  not  in- 
Ibnned  of  the  detaili  of  the  aoit  inatitnted  againat  him, 
nor  of  thine  which  have  piodooed  hie  confinement. 

Confiding  in  the  jnat  iutentiona  of  the  King,  and 
tut  high  condderation  for  the  United  Statea,  I  moat 
hope  that  Hie  Majaity  will  attend  effieacioaely  to  ttua  n- 

3oeit,  and  naa  hi*  aathority  in  having  jnelice  prMuptly 
one  to  Mr.  Maada,  that  tha  lawa  may  be  obaeirad 
with  the  atricteat  impaitialify,  and  no  motive  ot  pre- 
text left  to  doubt  of  the  immaculate  (acendrada)  pa- 
ntj  which  bae  ever  been  acknowledged  aa  the  pattieu- 
Ur  attribute  of  the  Spanieh  Hagiatracy.  I  renew  my 
reapecte  to  yoa,  air,  and  pray  God  to  preaene  yon 
many  yean.  LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

SEMISSION  OF  DDTIE& 

Mr.  LdVHDEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Wifi 
and  Mnas,  made  a  report  on  lb«  petition  of  the 
pew-holdets  of  the  MonsBKiiUl  Chaieh,  \m  Rich- 
mond: unfivonble  thereto ;  which  waa  read. 

[Tbii  petition  aaks  for  the  raminion  of  the 
amount  of  duties  which  hare  become  pafAble  to 
the  Treftiarf  on  the  importalioa  of  an  organ  for 
the'  Skid  choreb  from  abruad.] 

Mr.  Tyler  moved  lo  reverse  tbe  report  of  the 
•ommitiee. 

Tills  motion  gKve  riH  to  a  aboil  debate  of  eon- 
siderabie  inleretl.  Tbe  followiiiK  sketch  present* 
a  mere  summary. 

Mr.  Ttler  supported   his  motion  with  elo- 

queace  and  feeling.    He  depicted  the  oaiuie  of 

the  ealamitf  which  the  Monomeatal  Cbnrch  was 

erected  to  commemortte,  and  gave  a  joit  tiibnie 
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to  the  matita  of  those  who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  it, 
and  ihe  feelings  of  their  friends  who  aurvired  it. 
Ue  then  referred  to  various  casea  in  which  Con- 
gress had,  fo*-  tbe  eocooraKemeat  of  the  progress 
of  philosophy  and  of  the  fiae  arts,  remitted  duties 
on  importations.  Wu  it  not  as  reasonable,  be 
asked,  to  encoursge  a  reipect  to  the  fine  feetiius 
ofour  nature,  to  which  the  erection  of  thecharcli 
was  owing,  aa  to  encourage  the  prioress  of  the 
Sne  arts?  v  In  reference  to  the  remission  of  the 
duties  on  the  importation  of  tbe  Tripolioe  moaa- 
ment,  would  Congress,  he  asked,  contribute  to 

Si»e  perpetuiijr  to  the  memory  of  gar  navitl 
eroes  and  not  to  that  of  a  great  naiioDal  calam- 
ity  ;  when,  too,  granting  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion, Congress  would  pour  oil  into  the  wounds 
which  time  had  not  heated  7  Mr.  T.  adverted  to 
the  act  of  the  present  session,  remiiiing  the  du- 
ties 00  the  picture  imported  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital.  Our  caac^  said  he,  1  coosidet  mach 
more  strong.  By  the  eihibition  of  that  picture, 
a  coQsideraole  revenue  will  accrue  to  the  hospital, 
from  which,  in  a  short  time,  the  duties  might 
have  been  defrayed.  As  to  tbe  present  ease,  if 
the  duty  should  be  remitted,  whilst  the  Tieasufy 
would  not  feel  the  sum  taken  from  it,  Congtets 
would  afford  to  the  citizens  of  Richmond,  who 
have  wept  tears  of  blood  over  this  oalamily,  the 
best  evidence  ia  our  power  that  we  sympathize 
with  them. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  (be  committee 
bad  been  of  opinion,  on  examining  this  case,  that 
such  an  t^rgaa  might  have  been  procured  in  the 
United  Sintesj  as  there  were  several  maoufaclo- 
ries  in  the  United  Slates,  from  oae  of  which  a 
very  good  one  had  been  procured  for  Baltimore. 
If  the  indulgence  now  proposed  were  extended 
to  the  church  at  Richmooa,  it  would  be  reason- 
ably expected  at  the  bands  of  Congress  by  other 
[igious  societies.  There  wa*  nothing  in  this 
ise  to  take  it  out  of  the  general  rule,  being  well 
assured  tbe  proprietors  of  the  pews  in  (bat  chutah 
were  well  able  to  pay  the  duly. 
Mr.  Ttler  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
[r.  Smitb,  principally  by  way  of  proiesting 
against  refusing  this  small  boon,  on  the  ground 
of  the  encoutagemenE  of  American  manufacture*. 
Mr.HoFziHBON  staled, Bswhat  he  understood  to 
be  tbe  general  principle  of  tbe  reTenne  laws,  that 
duties  should  m  collected  from  objects  iraporiid 
for  tbe  purposes  of  trade,  and  on  which  the  im- 
porters calculate  on  a  profit.  He  thought  it  a 
very  different  ease,  when,  for  the  benefit  of  pub- 
lic institulions,  or  for  religious  purposes,  or  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  arts,  any  society  should 
import  article*  of  foreign  fabric  at  its  own  ex- 

eense  and  for  its  own  use.    Strongly  impressed 
y  the  considerations  urged  by  Mr.  Tylsb,  he 
'  I  favor  of  remitting  this  duty. 
PoiRDB^CTBR  was  opposed  to  granting 
peiiiioD,   and  adverted   to   the   petition   of 


the 

^ ,   .  the 

American  Bible  Society  for  the  remission  of  du- 
Ltereotype  plates  imported,  which 


tbe  ease  of  tbe  Baptist  church,  in  the  ( 
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fltale  of  Minisaippi,  whieb,  some  rnn  ago,  pe- 
tiliODed  for  the  pre-«aipiioD  right  to  a  certain 
Itacl  of  land  wbereoa  lo  erect  a  ehnrch.  An  act 
paned  both  Houses  of  Googress, ^^ntiog  ih«m 
(his  priTilege,  which  was  rejected  by  the  Presi- 
dent.OD  the  groand  that  it  gare  an  ezclusire  pri- 
Tilege  10  a  religioua  Mciety.  A  religious  society 
in  Richmond,  it  appeared,  had  erected  a  church, 
and  thougbt  proper  to  send  abroad  for  na  organ 
to  ornameDt  it,  on  which  a  duty  had  become 
payable.  By  remitting  that  doty,  Mr.  P.  nid, 
CoDgreis  wonld  grant  an  ezclusiTe  priTilege,  RDd 
to  an  esleot  which,  at  a  future  day,  might  be  of 
iBJurioiis  consequence.  If  he  were  to  indulge 
hi*  feeling!  merely,  Mr.  P.  raid,  he  should  Tole 
far  this  sooner  than  for  almost  aojr  other  object ; 
but  he  would  not  give  a  vote  which  should  ex- 
tend, for  any  reason,  an  exclusiTe  privilege  to 
any  relieions  society.  That,  he  said,  was  a  prin- 
ciple oflegislation  which  he  considered  fixed  by 
the  preeedeuis  already  estabtiahed. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massacbuietta,  replied  to  Mr. 
'Poindezter's  argument  drawn  from  precedent; 
whieb,  ai  ftr  as  he  audersiood  il,  ao  far  from 
being  coneliuJTe,  was  eboui  as  broad  as  il  wai 
long.  If  any  weight  at  all  belonged  to  the  case 
hraught  into  precedent,  in  which  both  Hornet 
had  paaaed,  and  the  President  rejected,  a  roea- 
aure,  it  was  in  faror  of  this  claim.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  the  two  Houses,  it  appeared,  that  the 
bill  in  queatlon  oagbl  to  have  passed  :  which  opi- 
nion was  counteracted  by  the  veto  of  the  Piesi- 
<lenl. 

With  all  due  deference  lo  the  Execatire  au< 
thoiily.  Mr.  H.  said  he  shoald  on  any  occasion 
(bink  the  affirmative  of  a  tnajorlty  of  both  Hoosea 
of  Congresa  at  least  at  strong  as  the  single  nega- 
tive of  a  President.  Re  felt  not  (hat  alarm,  bi 
■aid,  which  some  had  expressed,  at  granting  fa* 
von  to  religious  societies.  We  ma^  S^"'  them, 
•aid  he,  without  danger,  as  great  pririTeges  as  we 
may  to  other  tocietles.  We  may,  and  frequently 
do,  grant  to  an  tadividual  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  a  tract  of  land ;  and  he  coold  not  see  any 
«vll  which  eon  Id  arise  from  granting  the  same 
favor  to  a  church.    The  present  case  did  not  ap- 

Ear  lo  Mr.  H.  to  be  liable  to  the  objection  of  ita 
ingagrant  of  peculiar  privileges.  He  hoped 
{t  wonld  not  be  eonsidered  any  prejudice  to  the 
merit  it  poaaested  in  other  respects,  that  this  ap- 
pUcation  came  from  a  religious  aociety ;  and, 
eontldering  the  nature  of  the  object  on  which  a 
Temistion  of  a  duty  was  proposed,  as  eloquently 
deaeribed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vi^nia,  Mr. 
H.  conld  not  see  any  objection  lo  erauting  It. 
The  vote  for  laying  on  the  table  iheliill  for  re- 
mhtiDg  duties  on  tbe  importation  of  itereoiype 
plates  Tor  printing  Bibles,  which  had  been  refer- 
red to,  could  not  M  regarded  as  a  rejection  of  it, 
•■many  other  subjects  which  had  received  tbe 
attention  of  Congress  during  the  session  were  in 
the  same  situation.  But  that  case,  Mr.  H.  said, 
was  not  simitar  to  the  present.  Bibles,  he  re- 
marked, are  taered  things;  bnt  they  are  also arli- 
elea  of  commerce,  and  many  persons  make  a  liv- 
ing by  buying  and  selliDg  ibem.    It  was  tmpof 


Mr.  LowNDi 
verae  the  report  would  not  )>«  agreed  to.  Ht 
incurred  entirely  in  regard  to  the  force  of  for- 
mer precedeniE,  in  the  opinion  of  Ht.  Haufsa, 
that  the  expresaiun  of  the  deliberate  opnion  of 
this  Houae  was  enliiled  to  at  leaat  «•  mttcit  eon- 
fid«Bce  «s  that  of  any  etker  faranclt  of  Ootwn- 
L  But  what,  in  the  caaa  rafarrtd  to,  had 
-the  deUbrate  apinkia  of  the  Hoosel  Tkt 
nlehtbavepaaaed  without  oMMlion  ihroegk 
both  Henaea;  but,  when  returned  by  the  Presi- 
dent with  his  objections,  and  atibmiited  to  vht: 
might  be calfed  the  deliberate  voice  of  this  Hoax, 
a  ]>iv«  majority  concurred  in  the  views  taken  b; 
the  Bxecntive.  The  precedent,  therefore,  ms 
one  of  a  decision  of  ihit  House  as  well  ma  of  ih 
Executive.  Asinitdlyj  Mr.  L.  said,  if  it  be  rigk 
that  a  particular  species  of  properly  impori« 
should  be  exempted  from  duty,  the  rule  ahoul 
be  a  general  •me,  equally  ap]^eable  to  M.  b 
dwouEsing  the  tatiff  of  duties  which  noir  eziiu 
and  whicn  he  might  say  had  been  formed  witk 
care  and  labor,  no  propoaitlon  was  thtiUghi  offoi 
exempting  organs  from  duty,  not  for  cx^mpiinf 
from  duty  all  manufaclureH  intended  for  the  ox 
of  churches;  nor  wonld  such  a  propotition  ban 
been  agreed  to  had  it  been  made.  If,  wndet  t 
naral  rule,  timilar  articles  oUght  not  to  be  ci- 
LDted  from  duty,  Mr.  L.  contended  there  MU 
BOtnitig  in  thi»  panieular  cue  to  make  it  an  »- 
neption,  espeeiaily  aa  tbo  article  «a*  of  a  detcrifi 
lion  which  might  have  been  proeur«da[|heiMiD 
uAaiorica  in  Ibis  country. 

Mr.  Mnaoaa  eupponed  the  laotioa  of  Mr.  Tt 
LBH  by«  brief  argument  on  the  question,  and  ai 
earaebl  appeal  to  (he  sensibilities  of  the  Boost 
In  replying  10  the  objection  that  to  grant  the  pt 
liiloD  would  be  to  confer  exclus Ire  privileges  «i 
a  religious  inslituiioo,  Mr.  M.  argued  that  ibi 
was  not  a  privilege,  and  ccnld  not  properly  be* 
regarded,  being  «  grant  of  a  pariicular  duly  whid 
has  actually  accrued  (0  the  Uiiiled  States.  Ht 
would  (he  gtsol  be  an  iodulgenee  to  a  particuli 
religious  wcietj.  since  the  Monumental  Chure 
ban  been  erected  by  contiibuiioni  from  religioi 
societies  of  every  deoomi nation,  to  commemc 
niie  thai  evtDi  whieb  had  been  so  feelingly  it 
■erlbed  bj  hit  honorable  friend.  The  motive  ol 
the  paiiuon,  he  latd  in  tbe  eonraa  of  hit  remarb. 
be  believed,  wat  not  merely  to  «ave  tbe  few  faai- 
dteda  of  dollan  of  duly,  bui  probably  tpruni 
from  a  finer  feeling— from  a  devire  to  obtain,  ia 
soma  tttanner,  the  expresaion  of  the  aympatbr^f 
Congres«  in  the  regreu  of  those  who  would  neve 
cease  to  lament  the  shoekiDg  eataiirophe  m 
which  the  church  was  founded.  Mr.  M.  referni 
to  case*  on  which  Congress  had  exercised  powei) 
analogont  to  that  embraced  in  this  proposition. 
For  instance,  he  said,  they  paid  at  every  sessioi 
a  compensation  to  tbe  Chaplain,  who,  by  his  dailf 
prayers  (o  the  Throne  of  Grace,  sheds  a  caIn 
over  the  deliberations  of  this  body,  Ac.  Cot- 
great  had  abo  leglalaied  in  uaet  of  a  deacripiioa 
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rety  aimilai,  by  Mtcmptlng  from  duty  all  philo- 
■opbie»l  ipparaiDs,  Ac^  ft«^  Imporied  Toi  the  dm 
of  any  soclvty  Jacorpontcd  for  phitosopbicil  or 
literary  purpMn.  HaTJng  relixcd  the  reTeoD* 
]«m  in  ihew  mpeeis,  why  not  ezteod  the  tkvoi 
fbrtber?  Why  ■ot  czteocl  il  to  the  iDiirornent 
which  M  to  accampanr  the  solemn  Miihem  to  the 
only  troe  God,  as  veil  w  lo  philoeophioal  ii    ' 


Ts; 


lorter,  bu  in  tho  sama  apirii  as  the  above. 
"     Ttl£s  rose  lo  refer  to  a  precedeat  fotind 


'  poaitMa  'he  had  fltade,  which  he  read. 
•ot  of  rwnt  date,  Teaiiniiu>  tliedoijr  oa  oeriaia 
alvreovypeptaies,  imported  Id  ISIS  (br  the  tMeof 
tha  BtU»  Boeieiy  of  Baltimnre.  The  casrwhteh 
he  nitwvDmM'ieditocd  on  higher  groand.  And 
faow,  he  euled  npon  geotlemeo  lo  aay,  coald  they 
diserlnHaate  bet-<reen  ihe  present  case  and  that 
of  the  remission  of  datiea  on  the  painitBg  for  the 
^DDsylraaia  Hospital,  for  which  purpose  an  act 
was  passed  at  the  pteseot  seasieni 

The  motion  to  reverae  Ihe  report  wa<  Ihaa 
negatived,  aad  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

■TOOTPIFBS  rBOM  JD8TICB,  Ac 

TbeHa<u«4aVii>g  iMHaad  iha  conideratioa 

oftkeMiprovidiogfor  the  reeoTcry  of  fi^ltlve 

alave>,aiid  iheqwationhariBe  hMD  aifoaw>«ad 

to  be  OD  the  passage  of  the  bill-— 

"  .  AD«Ha,  of  MasaaohnaMta,  vppesed  the  bill 


t  nasb  l«ilglh ;  od  the  ground  principally  that, 
1  gaaniBiyias  the  posseasion  of  slare   p 
to  those  States  hotdiag  it,  the  ConstitDi 


f  slare   property 


not  aothorize  or  reqoire  the  Geaeral  Qorernrant 
to  go  as  ta,r  as  this  bill  proposed,  to  render  the 
Constitutional  ptOfiaion  effeciaaL;  that  the  bill 
contained  prOTisions  dauReroua  to  the  liberty  aad 
safety  of  the  free  people  of  color  in  other  sectioos 
in  the  UnioD ;  and  that,  in  Bccariog  the  rights  of 
one  portion  of  the  eommonity,  he  coold  not  ooo- 
aent  to  jvopardiaa  those  of  another. 

Mr.  Anoanaim,  of  Eaatueky,  apoke  soma  lima 
rery  earnestly  In  support  of  the  bill,  aad  in  reply 
to  the  obiectiona  urged  by  the  gentJemeD  who 
had  at  diaereat  times  opposed  it. 

Mr.  LiTBBHOu,  of  New  Hampahire,  anbmii  ted 
the  reasoDs  for  his  intention  to  vote  against  thebilL 
He  was  willing  lo  go  to  (he  naoesaary  extent  io 
securing  to  Ihe  owners  this  species  of  property, 

Eermitied  as  il  was  by  the  Constitution;  bat  the 
ill  contained  no  mfficient  guard  to  Ihe  safety  of 
those  aolorcd  people  who  resided  in  the  Stales 
where  ilarery  was  kaotro  aaly  by  name.  The 
bill  protided  that  alleged  fugitiree  were  not  lo 
be  taeatified  and  proTeo  DDtiT  they  reached  the 
State  in  which  the  person  seizing  them  resided ; 
and  this  would  expose  the  free  m»o  of  other  paria 
to  the  hazard  of  beiog  dragged  from  one  eiireme 
of  the  country  to  the  other — [bough  this  fear  wa) 
not  sirengtheDed  by  any  want  of  respect  for  Ihs 
wUdom  and  justice  of  the  Southern  judiciaries, 
to  which  be  paid  the  highest  comptimeoi;  bnl 
the  feelings  entertained  on  the  subject  in  the 
Sonth,  he  feared,  wonld  make  leas  secure  the 


libtrty  of  any  coltwed  nun  eMried  there,  aad 
ebarged  with  heing  a  fugitire. 

Mr.  MasoR,  of  Maasaebusetts,  delivered  at 
length  bis  motives  for  approving  the  bill.  The 
Constitution,  formed  in  the  spirit  of  compro- 
mise, bad  ^araatied  this  kind  of  property  to  the 
Souihern  States,  and  as  it  app^red  from  the 
iDMiScieocy  of  the  existing  laws,  (hat  the  pro- 

EoBed  bill  was  necessary  to  seaore  this  right, 
e  was  williag  to  adopt  the  laeasare,  as  he  was 
always  witling  to  approve  aay  meaaore  to  effect 
what  the  Conatitniioa  sanetioned.  The  poesiMe 
abuse  of  anything  was  no  argument  against  it,  if 
otherwise  expedient,  and  oo  this  gtountl  be  waa 
not  prepared  to  reject  the  feature  of  the  bill  so 
moch  opposed.  The  judicial  (rifoanals  of  the 
South,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  decide  on  the 
cases  as  oorreetlyaa  those  of  the  North,  and  oa 
this  sahjeet  perhaps  more  so,  as,  he  believed,  so 
strong  was  the  feeling  on  ihis  subject  in  thclattai 
•eetion  of  the  eonntry,  aad  ao  gi«at'a  leaning 
wa*  iher*  against  slavery,  that  the  juriea  of  Uaa- 
saehosetta  weald,  in  Diaeiy>niae  caaes  in  a  haa- 
dred^deeide  in  favor  of  the  fngiil<r«,  HisfeHiags 
I  billwera  also  somewhat  ivteresied;  as 


he  wished  aot,  by  denying  J«t  fceililies  for  the 
recovery  ef  fugklve  slavey  lo  have  the  town 
where  he  lived  (Boston)  inftated,  as  It  would  be, 


wiihent  an  effeoival  teslraini,  with  a  great  por- 
tion of  Ihe  ranaways  from  the  Soatb. 

Mr.  HoLHBB,  of  Massachusetts,  fallowed  hia 
colleague  in  aobaiiiing  his  reasons  for  aj^roviag 
the  bill,  and  to  reconcile  the  apparent  contradic- 
tion in  a  geoitaman  fmta  his  part  of  the  country 
appearing  as  the  suppor le^  of  ibis  bill.  His  ooarae 
on  this,  aa  on  other  measures.  Was  baaed  oa  his 
duty  as  a  Representative  for  the  whole  Dnioa, 
iaatead  of  local  intereats.  Tbia  measure,  il  ap- 
peared, waa  oeceasarf  lo  secara  the  Coatitatlonal 
rights  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Slates ;  and,  as  to 
the  provision  so  atroagly  ohjeeted  to  bv  sotae 
gentlemen,  he  did  not  think  it  competent  in  Maa- 
saehaiets  lo  try  a  question  between  a  SontlMra 
master  and  his  slave  )  it  was  a  kind  of  qaeatien, 
with  which  his  ceostiluenia,  to  their  honor^  were 
not  biAiliar,Kad  he  wished  them  to  ranmin  so. 
He  did  aot  believe  the  freedom  of  a  aiagle  nun  in 
the  North  would  be  endangered  by  thia  pntriaioa 
of  the  bill ;  the  habttu  mtpm  would  pNvaat  it ; 
and  hewent  inio  vartMaarMmenuio  prove  that 
the  bill  waa  expedient,  and  free  from  the  avUa 
apprehended  by  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Rbha  aaade  aome  observations  in  support 
of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  tothe  argomeataagainat 
ii.  So  long  a*  this  property  was  authortsed, 
there  coald  be  no  doubt  of  the  right  of  the  bolder 
to  pursne  it,  aad  carry  it  baok  without  hindrance 
to  the  place  from  whence  it  escapes.  He  thanked 
Heaven,  ihis  nation  was  ddi  chargeable  with  the 
odium  of  iatroduciog  this  spectes  of  property ;  it 
wasao  evil  entailed  on  it ;  and  this  bill  was  la 
conformity  with  the  ptiaciples  of  the  compact 
which  guarantied  this  property  to  its  holdera. 
There  was  little  danger  of  persons  going  from 
the  Sonth  to  claim  free  men  aa  tbeii  property  } 
aueh  a  fiwr  waa  witfcont  foandation.    He  always 
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f«lt  [HUD  in  heaiiag  diitioeltDDt  made  between 
the  BlaTeholdiDg  Statea  and  dlhei*  ]  nearlr  all 
the  old  original  ihirteeo  States  bad  held  elaveB, 
and,  if  oirenmsuncei  had  enabled  loms  of  them 
10  get  lid  of  the  evil,  the  onir  feeling;  the;  ou^ht 
to  entenaia  towardi  the  othen,  ia,  companion 
that  ther  are  not  ao  rorlunate. 

Mr.  SToaaa,  of  New  York,  enleied  into  a  nam- 
bei  of  argumenu  in  luppori  of  the  bill.  He  re- 
ferred to  and  reaiotied  on  the  words  of  the  Con- 
atitalion,  to  ihow  that  the  bill  wai  eoDwnant  l« 
iu  proTiiions,  ani}  did  not  exceed  the  limica  within 
which  Congrese  were  authorized  to  legislate  on 
the  subjecL  He  espresaed  his  pleasure  at  ih- 
liberalit;  which  had  Wen  manifested  breome  ii 
ilB  discntsion,  bat  should  like  to  see  a  little  more 
displajred  bj  gentlemen  from  the  North,  a*  an 
evidence  they  were  willing  lo  aacrifice  some  of 
their  old  prejudices  to  the  spirit  of  harmonr  and 
matiul  benetit. 

Ur.  Wbithan,  of  Haasaehoialts,  admitted 
the  necessity  of  some  additional  regulation*  on 
this  aiifaicet,  as  the  existing  law  appeared  inade- 
quate;  but  he  could  not  Tote  for  this  bill  in  it* 
pieteot  shape.  He  objected  .to  that  provision, 
which  make*  it  penal  in  a  State  officer  to  refuse 
hi*as*iBtanee|in  eieeuiing  iheaei.  Thia feature, 
if  retained,  would  prcreai  his  voting  for  the  bil^ 
u  f(a  peaaltie*  would  require  the  State  officer* 
either  to  reaign,  or  perform  an  act  which  might 
be  repagnant  to  thcit  fecliiigB,  and  render  their 
official  stations  frequently  disagreeable.  Further- 
more, he  did  not  believe  Congresa  had  the  right 
tocompel  the  Stale  officer*  to  perform  this  duty — 
they  could  onlv  authorize  it ;  and,  as  he  believed 
the  bill  might  be  made  effectual  without  this  ob- 
jeelioDable  provision;  he  hoped  it  would  be  re- 
oommitieid,  and  receive  the  necesaary  raodifica- 
tioD.  In  reference  to  a  remark  of  bis  colleague, 
(Mr.  Mahoh)  he  bad  nodoubi  that  justice  would 
be  administered  under  this  act  by  the  tribunals  of 
Uaaaacbuiett*,  if  the  duty  were  devolved  oo  them, 
a*  itspartially  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union, 
notwithslandiag  the  prejudices  they  felt  on  the 
aabject}  yet  he, did  not  doubt  that  exact  justice 
would  also  be  rendered  by  the  tribuaals  of  the 
Soath,  where  prejudices  were  felt  of  an  opposite 
aharaoter. 

Hr.  WiLLiAHB,  of  ConBecticulj  wa*  called  up 
by  the  remark  of  Mr.  Storbo,  and  admitted  that, 
if  he  could  not  and  bad  not  banished  all  his  local 
prejudices,  he  ought  to  have  done  so.  Mr.  W. 
ibes  entered,  at  large,  ioio  an  examination  of  the 
bill,  into  his  reasons  for  opposing  it  unless  it  was 
altered  in  tame  of  it*  features,  and  to  show  that 
in  its  present  shape  it  was  calculated  to  excite 
angry  feelinga  and  roue  strong  prejudices  in  those 
pana  of  the  country  where  slavery  was  not  toler- 
ated. Thiscffect  would  be  produced  by  that  pro- 
vision under  which  a  free  man  of  color  might  be 
uojoally  seized  and  dragged  to  a  remote  part  of 
the  country,  and  bis  liberty  endangered,  if  not 
destroyed.  In  attempting,  properly,  he  admitted, 
to  secure  tbe  ri^bi  of  properij  to  one  class  of  citi- 
zens, it  waa  unjust  that  ihe  nzht*  of  another  class 
abould  be  put  in  jeopardy,  wben,  too,  aa  he  eon- 


tended,  the  danger  might  be  avoided,  In  one  caM^ 
without  impairing  tbe  benefit  in  the  olhei.  Al- 
though  he  wished  not  to  interfere  between  iilaK 
and  his  master,  yet  be  argued  that  the  ri^htoDgil 
to  be  tried  in  the  Bute  in  whieh  the  fngitive  shotM 
be  arrested;  and  compared  the  case  to  that  of  t 
runaway  apprentice,  who  could  not  be  s^ied  ani 
carried  away  b^  the  ex  parte  testimony  of  the  per- 
son claiming  him. 

The  question  on  ihc  passage  of  the  bill  wn 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— rm 
84.  nays  69,  as  foUows : 

Tais-^leasn.  Abbott,  Andenon  of  Kentnckr,  A» 
tin,  Bildwui,  Bsjsatt,  Bayley,  Bellinger,  BlaimMI. 
Biyan,  Bnrwell,  Cau^l,  Cobb.  Calrt<wr^!< 
Crawford,  Dedw,  l^i,  Eaile,  Edmrda,  Ena4 
South  CsroUiu,  Yioja,  Fomej,  Forsyth,  Gamt^ 
JOkU  of  Delawsn,  Hail  of  North  Carolina,  UaabnaA 
Hartwrt,  HeAimst.  H(«g,  ^almca  of  Maancbn«e% 
Itubbsid,  Johnson  ofTirpnia,  Johsaonof  Kentuda 
LewU,  Little,  Lowndes,  "-• —    «-"—.--.    -. 


Lowndea,  Mjjdot*,  MeCoy,  Ibicbul 
of  MassaeEasett*^  Meteer,  HiSdlata 


Qsdea,  Owen,  £^er,  ^tterson,  Pelte,  PinU 
FlusMita,  Poindeiter,  QaarIe*,Ilecd,Ilhca,IUn»ll 
RobertMn  of  Keotocky,  Robartean  at  Loiunana^ln 
8les,aunp*oii,  Settle,  BloeMmb,  8.  8nutl>.  B.  SStt 
J.  8.  Bmilh,  Speed,  gpeneer,  Stewart  of  North  Cii» 
Ud^  mom,  Strothar,  Smart  of  Hsiylaad,  Tonpkk), 
Trimble,  Tncker  of  Boalh  Canliiia,  Tyler.'^elker  4 
NoiUi  Caralina,  WilUania  of  North  Carolina,  wJ 
Kilson  orMssssohusatta. 

N^Ts — Messrs.  Adaiaa,  Allen  of  MsavchnaetlB,  .U 
len  of  Termont,  Anderun  ofPennsjJrania,  Bai^fhr 
ber  of  Ohio,  Baleman,  Baecher,Beiinett,Boc)Bo,  Boa 
Clsgetl,  Comitock,  Crafts,  Calbreth,  Cnshmsii,  Fot 
ger.  Fuller,  Gage,  Hale,  Hendrick*,  Hsnick,  Heistei 
Hitchcock,  Hopkiiiaon.HDater,  HimtiDgtaii,lDB\ui> 
Irving  of  New  York,  Kiosey,  KirtUtid,  Lawyer,  Lit 
ermare,  W.  MacUy,  W.  P.  Msdaj,  Herrill,  Monaa 
Muiray,  Ogle,  Oir,  Purott,  Pawling,  Pitkin,  Ria 
Rich,  RJchards,  Savage,  Seuddar,  Sergesot,  Sejben 
Shnw,  Sherwood,  Sikbee,  Span^^er,  StroDg,  Till 
madga,  Terr,  Taylor,  Terry, Townaead,  I/pham,  Wil 
lace,  Wendaver,  Wbilaaide,  WtuHnaii,  Williams  i 
ConaeeticDt,  WiUiams  of  New  Yiat,  WjlUn,  u 
Wilson  of  PennsvlTsnia. 

Ordereil  That  the  liile  be,  "  An  act  to  provi^ 
for  delivaiing  up  peraoas  held  la  labor  or  aerric 
in  ^i^bf  the  Stales  or  Territories,  who  shall  ei 
espe  into  any  other  State  or  Temtory," 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monnav,  February  S. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  a  petition  of  aundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  prayigj 
that  tbe  said  Territory  may  be  erected  into  i 
State  government,  and  admitted  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Siatei; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLUUHS,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  oa  the  pe- 
tition of  Benjamin  Berry;  which  was  read,  wben 
Mr.  W.  repotted  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  tbe  aaid 
Benjamin  Berry,  which  was  read  twice, and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Vf.,  from  the  itwat  committee^  abo  madr 
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report  dd  the  petition  of  Miller  &  Btricw. 
■bich  -wu  read,  when  Mr.  W.  reported  s  bill  for 
le  r«licrofThamu  Miller  and  Stephen  Barker, 
rhich  wu  read  twice,  KQd  committed  to  ■  Com- 
littee  or  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Irobam,  the  Commiuioner 
f  the  PuUis  Bntldiofs  vas  directed  to  comma- 
icate  to  this  Hoote  i  copy  of  the  ori^Dtl  deed 
r  conTeyaBee  to  the  tnuteesof  the  United  Sutea 
ar  the  nnbtie  tote  iathecitf  afWaBbin^ton,aDd 
nch  oloei  infoimaiioQ  aa  maj  be  in  his  posBea- 
ion,  relating  to  the  location  of  the  pablie  ofliees 
□  the  President's  squsTe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Silsbbe,  the  Commltcee  of 
I^ommerce  and  Manafactiirei  were  insirDcted  to 
nqoire  into  the  expeJienef  of  so  ametiding  the 
'  acts  TMmlating  the  collection  of  dniies  on  im- 
>orta  ana  taanage,"  as  that  masters  of  Teasels 
vfaich  may  stop  for  suppliea,  or  in  consequence 
)f  adverse  winds  or  weather,  at  the  port  of  Mai^ 
Jia'a  Vineyard,  within  the  district  of  JEdsartown, 
)D  their  way  to  other  ports  of  the  TTuited  States, 
may  not  be  compellnl  to  make  entry  of  their 
reaaels  or  to  pay  hospital  monef  or  tottnige  duty, 
tt  any  of  the  potu  within  aaid  diatrict,  nor  to 
proceed  from  the  pert  at  which  the  vessel  may 
arrive  to  any  other  port  within  that  duttiet,  foi 
the  purpose  of  making-  a  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RoBEnTSon,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  ibis  House  the  reports  of 
the  seTeral  boards  of  commisiioDerB  amraioted  for 
the  eettlemeot  and  a^jnatmenl  of  land  claims  in 
the  State  of  Lonisiaoa  and  Territory  of  Missoari. 
The  BPBAKia  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
ftoni  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  reports 
made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  IBch  of 
December  last,  upon  the  subject  of  land  warrants 
issued  and  extra  pay  allowed  since  the  3d  of 
March,  1817,  under  the  "  act  ^jnotiog  boaniies  in 
land  and  ezira  pay  to  certain  Caaadian  rolun- 
teers,"  and  the  act  supplementary  thereto  ;  which 
w«re  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  S»AKBn  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let 
tei  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  traas- 
mittiog  two  statements,  showing  the  qiiautity  of 
land  in  each  of  the  land  districts,  the  quantity 
which  has  been  sold,  and  the  quantity  remaining 
for  sale,  tofether  with  the  emoluments  of  the  re- 
gisters and  reeeirers  of  I  be  land  offices  for  four 
years  preceding  the  1st  of  October,  1817;  whleh 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pablie 
Lands. 

Mi.  B&eeirr  submitted  to  the  Hoaae  a  bill  for 
organizing,  classing,  and  arming  the  militia,  and 
for  calling  them  forth  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Unioii,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inra- 
sioDs,  and  to  repeal  the  lawi  heretofore  passed 
for  (hose  purposes,  to  be  taken  up  upon  the  con- 
■ideralion  of  the  bill  reported  at  the  present  ses- 
sion by  Mr.  Haksmoh,  from  the  committee  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  the  militia.  The  hill  was  ordered  to  lie 
oa  ttie  table. 

The  ameudmcDl  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriatioui  for 


the  payment  of  the  arrearage*  which  have  been 
iocnrred  for  ibe  support  of  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment prerioDs  to  the  Isi  of  January,  1617  ^ 
was  read  eud  referred  to  tbeCommitteeof  Waya 
and  Means. 

GENEBAL  ST.  CLAOt. 

The  House  then,  by  a  small  majority,  resolTed 
itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  General  Arlhar  St.  Clair. 

This  bill  gare  rise  to  a  discussion  which  oeeo- 
pied  the  Committee  until  sonset,  in  the  course  of 
which  the  molires  of  the  act  of  1810,  for  the  re- 
lief of  Oenera)  St  Clair,  the  act  of  limitations, 
the  menrs  of  the  petitioner,  the  jnstiGC  of  hii 
claim,  Ac,  were  all  bronght  into  Tiew,  as  well  as 
the  propriety  of  rarious  amendmeata  ofiered  to 
the  biU. 

Mr.  Bbtin,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows:— At  the  commeneemeDt  of*  this  debate,  I 
had  no  ideaof  intradiuaay  obsetTatioDs  of  mine 
upon  the  attention  or  this  Committee;  but,  is 
instiee  to  my  feelings,  I  cannot  now  be  silent. 
The  integrity  of  the  petitioner  has  been  qaee- 
tioned,  and  his  account  denouneed  as  incorrect. 
It  is  a  case^  now,  not  so  much  of  caleulatioo,  aa 
of  feeling,  and  I  address  yon  with  mingled  een- 
sations  of  pity  and  regret ;  pity,  for  the  cbaracter 
of  this  Tenerable  Rerolotionary  officer,  and  re- 
gret, that  his  claim  should  have  met,  in  this 
House,  with  a  solitary  opponent.  I,  therefore, 
rise^  not  merely  to  defend  the  correctness  of  his 
claim,  but  to  endeavor  to  shield  from  the  tarnish 
of  disnODor  that  fame  which  is  no  looser  his,  but 
the  loheritance  of  his  country.  Send  not,  I  be- 
seech you,  his  claim  to  the  Treasury  Department. 
Many  of  the  vouchers,  which  might  have  tended 
to  evidence  their  correctness,  may  have  beenloel 
through  the  lapse  of  yeare,  or  the  casmliies  of 
war.  Again,  sir,  his  demand  is  for  the  interest 
of  eigbteeu  linndred  dollars.  In  tiie  Treasurer 
Department  they  allow  no  inleresL  To  send  it 
there,  then,  is  tantamount  to  a  rejection.  Bnt  in 
this  House,  which  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  fountain 


of  general  jtistice,  the  principle  to  par  interest 
has  been  adopted,  and  precedents  are  already  et- 
lablisbed.    Here,  then,  let  us  decide  npoa  their 


correctness  or  incorrectness.  Bnt,  t  am  told, 
adopt  the  amendment  proposed  by  a&  honorable 
member  from  Gieorgia,  and  my  objeottoos  will 
be  removed — that  the  proposed  amendment  ^ves 
to  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  equiiaUt 
powers.  Specify  and  define  Inose  powers,  that  t 
may  iudp  of  their  propriety ;  for,  if  the  powers 
thereny  intended  to  be  given,  are  ealcolaied  to 
arm  the  head  of  that  Department  with  discretion- 
ary powers,  to  admit  or  r^ect  the  claim,  as  to 
him  may  appear  rieht  and  proper,  without  being 

(governed  tiy  the  rnle*  of  office  or  regulations  M 
aw,  I. am  in  dnty  bound  to  oppose  it.  Not,  sir, 
that  I  doubt  the  talent  or  integrity  of  the  officer 
who  presides  over,  and  confers  honor  upon  that 
department,  bnt,  because  powers  of  that  descrip- 
tion, in  a  free  Oovernmeni,  onghl  never  to  be 
resorted  to,  unless  In  cases  of  imperative  neces- 
sity. 
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Iuwc«U  jmfttmoioa  to  0«aml  Si.CLur'* 
elun^U  u  for  th«  jatereit  of  eighteen  hupdfed 
ilollur*,.  which,  he  alleges,  he  wlnnaai!,  dacioK 
the  ABToluiionurjr  wat,  to  Mijor  Bntier  (at  the, 
ttnited  Slates,  and  which  lum  was  expended  foi 
their  benefit,  and  prodocet  to  fou  Ihe  receipt  glvea 
to  him  by  Major  Butler  for  that  Bum.  I)al|  to 
■ppicciiie  the  value  of  this  loan,  it  is  oal]r,Dece«- 
wmtj  to  advtcl  to  the  time  wheo  it  wu  made.  It 
wai  at  the  daw*  of  oi»  Elevoioiioa,  wbeit  the 
liberiiei  of  onr  couoirf  wue  eifti(g|iiiK  ioto  ex- 
iiUDcc.  At  thii  inteieating.  nwmeitt,  he  eaily. 
and  geaeioaily  stepped  foiward  in  ibeir  deCence 
against  the  nnuTalled  Power, whose  legiopshed 
imiBbled  8p*ia  and  Fru)c«,  and  wbose  flag, 
waved  in  p[ou4  tiiomplh  roDiid  the  nnvflEae. 
Uodei  theseappallingGircutiutMieet,  hisceiiDirr 
sooghi  him  bevand  the  monaiaiDi,  lod  demaaded 
his  services— he  left  the  aadearncikl  of  hie  family, 
aad  the  seciuity  of  private  life,  to  eneounter,  for 
this  very  couotiy,  wDDseGovemmeDL  now  repels 
his.  claim,  the  daogertaad  detlructionof  war.  It 
is,  hewevet,  contended,  by  the  hqaorable  the 
Spealwc,  thst  this  iieeipt  admits  of  two  coBStrue- 
tioDS.  I  admit  the  fhct:  but  will  we«iHUiilt  the 
djgaity,  or  even  the  inierest  of  oiu  Geontrr,  by 
adoptiiiffa  coDslrnction,  which,  whilst  it  dftbuea 
the  iadividaat,  degrades  the  ooontf;  7  Bat  I 
couteod  that  the  coDstruction  gn'Xt  to  lh»f  eeeipl, 
by  the  hoiwt«bifl.(he  Speaker,  is  cooUmry  to  everv 
rnleot  eDDBlinetioa  with  which  I  am  aeqnaiiileil. 
Hecomeads,  wjth^eal  udtniich  elovXQoe,  that 
the  nLODey  which  was  advanced,  and  iron  wbieh 
the  receipt  was  given,  may  have  been  pablie 
moKmr  woieb  bud  been  pUced  in  Jiia  b»Bde  by 
tke  Iben  Gvveramenli  where  is  tha  evideoca 
to  prove  tbtLt  fui  1  It  is  very  mntetialf  if.  auch 
evidence  does  exist,  the  Housa-ia  entitled  ifr.ii; 
BBd  if  none  i«  piodaeed,  we  ate  at  liberty  to  pre- 
sume that  none  exuts.  A^ain,  sir,  every  oiieum- 
stODoe,  coDoected  with  ibis  islenaiiiig  distr*»ed 
BevoluiioMry  soldier,  [»ials  lucb  an  idea.:  Ha 
fought  wiibAmhersiia  the  West,  and  BOD«ner<il 
with  Wol&oD  the  i^laiasof  Abraham.;  alTifon* 
dei<^  be  mcriied,  if  he  did  not  obtaia,  victory ; 
he  rose  superior  to  the  weakness  of  humonjiy, 
and  yieldea  himself  a  saoruSce  to  hit  iolegiiiy ; 
he  there  could  have  reaped  bloody  honof^  audi 
perhaps,  deathless  renown,  by  tb«  destroctioo  of 
B  gallant  army,  which  afierwordaceBttibnied  to 
the  triumph  at  Saratoga;  the  adeptioa  of  bis 
advice  saved  your  aimy  oi  TreMu ;  he  w«aoi|e 
of  your  Hsjor  Generals  during  ibe  Revolation- 
ary  war;  he  presided  over  ibe  foruMt  delibew- 
lions ofyour  Coactessj  hewasafrwBdof  Wa«- 
■MOTOH,  and  shared  the  conidenee  of  that  great 
nan  to  the  day  of  bli  death.  And  ean  it  be  pos- 
sible, that  a  man  thus  elevated,  by  those  circuot^ 
stances  which  usually  tend  to  ennoble  human 
character,  on  submit  to  the  dagfadation  of  pro- 
■entisg  to  the  Gorernmenl  of  his  country  a  falee 
account  for  thepiiifuUum  of  foutor  five  thousand 
dollan,andbB  trembling  on  ihahrink  of  the  gravel 
The  idea  is  too  debasing  it  is  uageneiao* — it 

ought  not  to  be  entertained  for  a  moment.  Seven 
long  years  be  has  literally  begged  at  your  doors] 


cenwiteeB  after  oommiueec  have  *ud  bis  ac- 
couat«  ooght  to  be  paid.  If  yon  think  ^iJiRwiae, 
rejecttheui  botwby  will  yoadebMehiia— why 
will  you  add  iaeuU  to  injury?  BeeaUect  bis 
services,  and  O !  let  bis  gray  hoifa  pasaio  pMce 
to  Ihe  grave  1  Bat  a^in,  I  bare  tlwoys  been 
taught  to  believe,  that  it.iia«or«Mt  niUef  con- 
BtructJon,  when  04  ioptrameot  of  writing  u  pre- 
sented to  youi  snaeeptible  of  two  cweimetkws, 
bound  to.  permit  that  c^iDstrtielUHi  to  pre- 
voit  wbioh  will  operate  nost  strongly  agvAst  the 
.1.1 : gj  most  in  favor  of  Ibe  pofeoor  obligee. 

, ,  ,  is  rule  of  consiruolion  to  tlra  caw  now 
before  you,  and  faribex  eoanent  is  waneeassary, 
the  condusioo  is  irresistibly 

The  opponenU  of  the  claim  tell  iis,.if  it  is  i» 
,  -Cted,  they  will  join  and  vote  him  su  tqaay  hub- 
drcd  dollsiB  a  year,  Mr.  Chairnaaa,  I  here  m 
idea  of  introdacing  under  the  garbof  pqblir  aym- 
patby,  a  pensioned  corps,  other  tbaq  that  mlrvmij 
eEtablished,  eompocedof  unfortuMie  indiriduak 
disabled  in  tha  military  u  naval  servioeof  my 
eoaotry.  Let  us  first  be  just,  tad,  with,  thtt  pab- 
lie money,  generous  only  in  case  of  neeessity. 

The  acts  of  limit«tioa  have  been  apBColod  to  as 
boriing  the  claim  of  the  petitioner.  Sir  let  them 
bar,  and  prevent  fraud  and  injiD«tic«i  btlt  not  rig&t, 
nor  the  claims  of  Revoliuionacy  merit  in  diatrcss. 
Let  them  prevail  in  the  de^rtmenU  of  th«  Qov- 
eromeDl;  euforae  them,  if  you  pleese^  in  tbe 
courts  of  law,  but  in  this  temple  of  justiea  they 
uoperatire— they  vanish  before  IvialMive 
discretion^  An  faonerableMatlenanfiva  Peku- 
sylveuia  <Mr.  HotuifBOii)  whom  I  bare  ainray* 
liitened  to  with  pleasure  and  edifieatieikliaa  ma- 
ticipated  ae  in  on*  idea  ig  relation. te. lee  act  of 
limiuiion.  He  has  very  properly  remuked,  ib&t 
yonr  committees  hav*  not  oyly  aeknoirWdged 
the  correctness  o[  tha  claim,  bnt  reeomaMnaed 
Its  payment,  and  that  the  Houses  acting  vppa  that 
recommendaiioo,  hove  not  only  saasbuiaed  their 
reports,  but  have  paid  the  piioaipal  of  the  claim 
which,  ia  legal  conteisplaiian,  takes  tbe  claim 
outof  theaot  of  limitotioou  Iideeemofei  iiofU 
only,  takes  it  oai  of  the  act  of  JJmifaiiosi,  bw 
peoves  one  of  two  thinn  eithot  that  tbecloiaa  is 
correct,  and  that  the  interest  ought  to  be  paid, 
or  tiiat  the  tuimmiiieu  Mho  reeommeaded  pa.y- 
ment,  and  the  Congrew  which  paid,  paid  an  ill» 

Rl  and  imoraper  aocouat.  But  1  eopieod,  aod 
pe  J  shall  be  able  t»  piove  to  the  suisb^tioa 
of  iliis  Committee,  that  this  claim  ha*  ne vet  bees 
embraced  by  yotu  acts  of  limiutioo.  Acts  of 
Unitolion  commence  their  ope»ijeO|-ap|  fion 
Ihe  time  of  making  a  contioei,  or  tbe  timf  of  lis 
execattan,bitfremthe  day  ossigBed  for  payment; 
for  example,  a  note  dated  1st  of  January,  1817, 
payable  the  1st  of  JoBuery,  1918,  when  will  an 
act  of  limitation  conunencs  its  operaiioa  1  Every 
mind  anticipates  the  answer— from  the  day  of 
paymeat ;  this  principle  being  astaUisbad,  let  us 
toquiie  Into  the  nature  of  Generai  Sl  Clair's 
chtim:  it  is  of  the  nature  of  a  debt  payable  on 
demand,  which  excludes  the  idea  of  any  portic- 
Blar  day  of  pavmeni ;  in  such  cases  a  diicieiion- 
aty  power  is  left  with  the  payee  or  obligee  to 
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mske  ibe  iloMid,  whnh  is  •ridficMi  bf.  pnxtf  erf 
Bfarm*!  demind,  or,  wh«t  is  th«  more  vuial  wbjt. 
by  ttM  entry  of  nanM  pt«ei 


■  in  ik«  buida  of 


onljr  from  the  time  of  the  daiHiDiI. 
Clair's  daUn,  if  I  am  Mrrceitf  iRfiiimad,  wu 
pTCaenud  in  1810,  aad  liw  bwo  pfderrad  fiMi 
that  time  to  the  preeeat;  your  aste  of  limiiatiwi 
thaiefore  cBDDot  afiboi  it.  The  eoracotiMn  of 
the  cUim  being  utabli«bed,  ■«  tie  adroeala  in 
mjr  official  oepaeity,  1  deaiaad  for  him, the  paf- 
m^t.  And  hotw^ishepaid!  Injmiice  itill  pm< 
senta  -thne  act*  of  liniiatioa— «i  a  naymcat  fot 
what  ?  The  claioi  1  Yea,  more  ;  Tor  tloepleH 
day >  and  sighta ;  for  tervicee  the  moat  emineai, 
rendered  at  a  time  whiah  empbatieally  triad 
meD's  aoali;  wlieo  paltiotiioa  waa  dHtonaeed  ai 
ireaioD,  aad  detei  v«a  ilarery  or  iealk.  Mr. 
Cbaimao^  if  the  clam  i«  donbtAil,  sad  if  1  ahaU 
ataod  hen  aloae.  I  ahall  *Me  to  reUeve  the  die- 
trc— ea  of  the  RavolDtioBaty  loldier.'  Lamented 
ingratitude  I  Thm  bare  f  onr  aoldieia  batn  paid ; 
tbey  who  fooght  for  your  libariia*  and  indepesd* 
enee.  After  (he  Revotniionarjf  war^  ihay  leokad 
ap  to  their  QorenimeBt  for  joaliee ;  woaadMd 
and  disabled  ibey  perfoimed  an  anaml  pilgriia* 
a^«  to  Tonr  Hoaae ;  year,  after  yaai,  ther  peti- 
tioned for  their  wana;  at  laal,  tired  witn  theli; 
eompiainl^  act*  of  limilation  were  paaacdi  jiut 
or  nnjoat.tbeirelaitita  were  fNe?»r  batrad.  nope^ 
the  Jait  CMiaolatioii  of  the  miaerable,  being  thai 
ent  oS,  narabera  retired  beyond  the  aeontaiBs 
and  pioed  out  a  miierabte  exiauace.  Tbia  tea- 
sioD,  the  glorious  few  whom  death  had  not  t»- 
tieved,  dnven  by  want,  once  mora  approaehad 
you;  they  dropped'  the  tone  of  remoniimaee) 
ibey  atanmed  the  aceenia  of  hnmaaily  and  di^- 
tree*,  aad  b«gg^  for  bread ;  yon  felt  the  ^peel, 
and,  with  a  prom ntitnde  honorable  to  Tootaelve* 
and  gralefnl  to  ibe  people,  yon  TOtMa  DUttel 
relief.  01  that  thaynad  been  made  partafcera  of 
the  thoaaads  that  are  eipeoded  in  which  iha 
heart  weald  baae  nnited  with  the  jodgmeat  in 
approving  the  ezpeadiiaTe.  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
have  lieteoed  to  ibe  prayan  of  the  aabalMrn,  let 
na  net  diaeard  the  clain  of  the  chie&ain;  pay 
him  hbapeooot;  HII  hii  heart  with  gialitoda^ 
Hod  -comfbit  to  the  hamble  manaioB  whiehr  aaw 
■bekan  him  from  the  rude  itorm  of  tha  moan- 
tata;  he  willibaak  yoa,and  in  hia  laatiBomanU 
will  wive  10  hii  eonniry  all  that  be  haa  to  gire— 
bii  bTeatiat. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  F«BnTT&  to  amend 
tha  bill  by  dlreeti^  the  aeeeoniiiv  offioera  of  the 


Treaaory  to  adjntt  the  claim  of  Oaaeaal  8l 
Clair,  aad  allow  him  the  {wineipal  and  iotereet 
of  whateTer  amonat  may  appear  lo  be  die,  say 
law  to  the  contrary  noiwtihaiaDdtag,  wa«  andar 
conaideraiion,  when  the  Committee  rose,  aad 
obtained  leave  to  ait  again. 

TuxBo^Y,  February  3. 
Another  nMDiber,  to  wil:  fremMaaaachuaciU, 
KiMaa  U.  MiLLB  appeared,  prodaoedbiaFCiedaL- 
tiBle,aMl  took  bia  aeai. 


Mr.  LowKDBB,  from  the  CommiHee  of  Waya 
and  Meana^  lo  whom  waa  referred  the  amand- 
meoi  propoeed  by  the  Senate  to  the  blli,  entitled 
'^An  act  making  approiwiaiiooa  for  the  payment 
of  the  arreatagea  which  have  been  incnrred  for 
the  inpfion  of  the  Hiliiar;  Sitabliahmeni  pn- 
rious  to  [he  lit  of  January,  1817,"  report^  Um. 
agreement  of  the  committee  to  the  aaid  amend- 
ment The  Bmcadment  wan  then  ooncutred  in 
by  the  Uouie. 

Mr.  LominM  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Jooathan  Amorr,  jr.,  whio^  waa  read,  when  Mr. 
L.  reported  a  hill  tor  the  relief  of  Jonathan  An»^ 
ory,  jr.,  and  of  the  rapreacaiaiifea  of  Thomaa  C 
Amory,  deeeaMd ;  wiack  waa  read  twice,  and 
commilied  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LowiiDBa,  from  the  Comnaitiee  of  Wayo' 
and  Ueaa*.  lo  whom  waa  reCtned  the  petition  of  ^ 
Morton  ana  Saeod,  reported  a  bill  to  antheriaa. 
payment  in  cernin  caaeaoaaeoonnt  of  Treaenry/ 
notee  which  have  been  toat  or  deMrayed ;  wbieb 
waa  read  twice,  and  CMemitaedto  a  CodMnlttaa 
of  the  Wboie. 

Mr.  WiLLiAita  made  an-nnfavornble  report  on 
the  petiiion  of  Bnail  Shaw,  of  Ttoaeeaee,  who  - 
praya  compensaiion  for  a  ilare  killed  whilit  in 
his  employ  in  the  military  serrfce,  by  a  cannon 
bell,  before  NewOdeana,  o«  tha  meraiag  of  the 
8th  of  January ;  which  waa  read  and  conenrrBd 

Mr.  Hrbbbbt,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dia- 
trict  of  Colambie,  raported  a  bill  to  incorponUa 
thflColiupbiaalnatiiuiefoi  the  jicomolion  of  atta-: 
and  aciencea,  which  waa  read  twice,iu;td  commit 
ted  to  a  C«mmiltae  of,  the  Whole. 

Mr.  H.t  from  the  aama  commilteat  w  whom, 
waa  re£eimd  (ha  bill  froia  the  Senate,  ealitiadj. 
"An  act  te  iDaOfwraW  iba  Uachanio  ReUef  So^ 
clety  of  Aiezandria,"  reported  the  cmm  witboU 
ameodmant;  and  the  btll  waa  committed  toa 
CommUtae  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CoMSTOOK,  Aon  the  aelcct  commliiee  ta. 
whom  waa  referred  the  memorial  of  Dr.  Jurnm- 
Smith,  agent  for  racciaatioa  made  a  tepwt,  «• 
ivemiveof  their  conftdence  in  the  effieacy  of  n»- 
cination,  and  of  iheir  aalkAiction  at  (he  maaati 
in  which  Dr.  Saatlh  haa  ditehatged  tba  datlea 
brleagingtohimBaagHiithcreibi;  butdeelariac. 
iheif  opiaion  that  Taceioatiaa  can  beeSneiooalr 
dinemmaied  among  (he  Army  aad  Nary  of  iha 
Uniied  StatcB,  br  the  Migaena  thereof,  withoni 
iDcarrioganyadailionalexpBace.— Concurred  in. 

Mr.  FocBTTB  anbmilted  the  followiog  reaola- 
tion;  which  waa  read,  aitd  ordered  to  lie  ob  the 
table  till  to-morrow : 

Suohed,  That  the  CommiMee  of  War*  amlMaan* 
be  inatraetad  to  loqoiie  whalbw  tha  Baak  of  the  Utd- 
led  Blataa  ia  aethoiiaed,  by  ita  charter,  to  raeeife  ea 
[dadie  or  aeeority  ta  loaoa  nade  to  indi*idna]a  er 
carpaTalicn%  a  tianalerol  poblio  dabt  made  to  the 
bank,  or  (c  aaj  at6ea  (heieo^  and  H,  in  thaii  opnio^ 
Mch  tranaftn  ais  not  anlbonaBd  by  tha  act  of  incor- 
poratioD,  to  report  to  the  Hcnsa  lomB  ofisctoal  modC' 
vS  piCTentinc  them  from  baing  heraaftar  mad*. 

A  meeaage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoow 
that  the  Seaata  hare  pasaed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  -. 
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mtlatidu  for  Ihe  miliury  Mr- 
:di  ine  uniwu  SlaWa.far  lh«  ynr  1818,"  i 
iDdmcDii ;  «Dd  thej  bare  paMed  a  bill, 
lUd  "An  act  lo  diride  the  Suicof  PenniTlTKoia 
into  two  judicial  dUtneti,"  in  whieh  bill  and 
uuoidineDla  tbej  aik  the  conearreace  of  thit 
HooM. 

The  amendnfDti  ti 
mn  lead,  and  refanvd 
ftod  MeiD*. 

The  btll  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad  unto 
divide  the  State  of  FenofrlTania,  into  two  jodi- 
eial  dUtricts,"  wu  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  CoBmiilee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Ur.  Lownnie,  after  briefly  exnlaioiiic  the  lia- 
bilily  of  the  QoTecnment  to  be  aefrauded  of  it* 
KTenne  by  drawback*  on  the  le-exportaiioa  of 
foni^  liqnon,  fitim  the  abaeoee  of  any  meau  of 
identifying  them,  except  the  nark*  on  the  caik*, 
Ae.,  moved  the  following  reiolntion : 

Bfohtd,  Thmt  the  Commtoee  ef  Way*  and  M«aM 
be  in«tmeled  lo  inooiA  into  the  npedi^y  of  makiaf 
pcorinon  by  Uw  m  •Uowing  fbnufn  frinei  and  di*- 
tilM  aplril*  to  be  dapOBtad  in  thi  alotei  of  the  Oow- 
•tBniMkt,  and  of  lii 
to  such  BB  ahall  ha 

The  ittoluiion  was  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  R.  W.  MEADE. 

Hr.  TniMnLa  inmmitted  for  coaaideration  ibe 
fbUowing  reiolalion : 

Stiohed,  That  (he  demand  made  by  the  Praaident 
of  the  United  Sutea  ddod  the  Kins  of  Spain  for  the 
Ubeiation  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stataa,  detained  in  Mnfinament  in  the  Caatle  of 
Santa  Catalina  at  Cadti,  ought  to  be  nipportad  and 
Miimed  by  Teating  the  Pmident  with  authority  to 
make  npibab,  in  the  erenl  of  a  ftilnre  on  the  part  of 
B^ein,  rarmnptly  to  diacharge  (ha  aald  Meade. 

Hr.TKiMiLn  mid  he  bad  Bobmitted  this  reso- 
lnti(»  with  a  riew  of  moTing  that  it  abonld,  to- 
geihei  with  (he  Meawge  of  the  President,  and 
the  document*  accompanying  the  same,  be  refer- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  for  Fri- 
day next.  Being  up,  he  took  occasion  lo  say,  tbat 
it  wonld  appear  from  the  doenments,  that  the 
■Inicment*  of  the  particutar*  of  (bis  case  hereto- 
fore perceived  throngh  the  mediam  of  the  news- 
papers, were  tubstantially  eorreet.  and  that  the 
outrage,  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniih  Ooveromeni, 
waa  as  great  as  i(  bad  been  supposed.  On  exami* 
nation,  it  weald  be  foniid  that  onr  Oorernmeot, 
in  (me  reepcet,  waa  different  from  any  other  that 
had  ever  existed :  Congress  alone  having  the 
power  lo  authorize  repriMl(,whil8t  in  every  other 
Ooreinment  tbat  power  ia  vested  in  the  Exeen- 
tiva  authority.  Tne  denund  made  by  the  Preai- 
daut.  Mr.  T.  aaid,  waa,  in  hi*  opinion,  a  pretty 
Mfong  one;  and,  if  Spain  should  rcfnae  to  eom- 

ey  with  it,  he  was  farther  of  opinion,  that  the 
OUM  was  bound  (o  enforce  the  demand  of  the 
ExecutiTe,by  clothing  it  with  ibe  proposed  power. 
To  bring  this  subject  before  the  House,  he  had 
aubmitied  tbis  resolation,  which  be  hoped  wonld 
nitimalely  be  adopted,  and,  he  wonld  add,  in  such 
n  shape  that  no  room  ihould  be  left  for  secret  or- 
der* or  for  treachery. 


Hr.  Lowirpne  aaid  ha  wa*  not  prepared  to  ex- 
press any  definite  opinion  on  thia  aubjeet,  not  hav- 
ing  yet  examined  tha  daeamenu  in  relation  to  it 
which  had  been  reeendy  Iranamitted  to  the  Booae. 
But  he  took  it  for  panted  that  the  caae  woald 
preaent  two  qnestioaa  for  couideratioa ;  fiia^ 
whether  Congren  ahoold  act  on  it  at  all;  and, 
•teondly,  what  parlieular  stepa  shoold  be  taken, 
or  powers  granted  to  the  Executive.  It  was  a 
matter  of  fotne  importance,  before  acting  on  any 

Srticulu  proposition,  to  determine  whether  (he 
i>n*e  would  act  at  all  on  the  sul^t  t  and,  ihi* 
being  a  matter  of  imponnnee,  it  ought  to  be  de- 
libamtely  and  cantioualy  examined  and  acted  on. 
Under  (hi*  view  of  the  enbjeet,  he  ai^sated  thnt 
it  would  be  proper  that  *ome  lime  ■houTd  be  given 
for  couideruian.  Ha  therefore  Ihonght  it  wonld 
be  a  proper  course  to  lay  lh«  reeolution  on  the 
lahLe,  not  with  any  view  to  prevent  the  di*eanioa 
of  it,  bnt  that  it  might  be  (iken  nn  whenever  tfmc 
■hontd  have  been  given  (o  look  over  the  doen- 
meats.  With  recpect  lo  the  partienUr  otgect  of 
the  reaoluiion  he  snould,  at  ihii  lime,  aay  nothing, 
being  dotihtfnl  whether  it  coniemtuied  anthori- 
zing  the  Kxeentive  lo  imue  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  in  the  nanal  form  to  onr  vetsda,  ot  a  re- 
ptual  OB  the  person  of  any  aubjeot  or  aolqeeta  of 
Spain. 


sod  caution,  in  the  eon*ideraiion  of  a  proposition 
of  thb  moment.  The  Houae  waa  advancing  on 
difficult  giound^  and  ought  to  tread  it  lightly  and 
warily.  For  his  pail,  he  aaid,  he  wa*  not  at  pm- 
•ent  for  doing  anything  on  the  aobject,  it  being  in 
ibe  hands  of  the  Executive.  But,  at  any  rait,  he 
desired  time  for  reflecting  on  a  propositioo  which 
coald  only  be  r^arded  asa  measure  of  war,  d^ 
pendins  OB  a  certain  eoniingeney. 

Hr.  Tbimbi.1  said,  as  to  toe  terms  of  hi*  reso- 
lution, be  had  made  them  geueral,  for  the  pnr- 
poce  of  allowing  any  modification  of  the  resolve 
that  the  House  might  choose.  It  appeared  lo  him, 
Mr.  T.  said,  that  he  difiered  from  the  geademan 
from  CoBDecticot  in  regard  to  what  wai  tha  duty 
of  a  nation.    For  instance,  aaid  JUr.  T^  if  that 

Snilemui  himself  were  confined  in  the  prison  of 
inin  Oatalioa,  or  any  other  prison,  wiitiont  just 
eaiiM,  1  would  be  ready  to  make  war  for  his  r^ 
lewo,  if  naceesary.  I  wenld  not  stop  to  cakulat* 
consaqoencea  when  brooght  into  competition  with 
personal  liberty.  In  relation  to  the  motion  to 
lay  (he  reioluiion  on  the  table,  he  had  not  the 
least  objeeiioB  to  it,  haviog  moved  to  rrfor  it  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  only  beeanae  he 
thought  tbat  course  more  reapectfnl  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PiTUit  said  he  did  not  mean  to  deny  that 
there  might  be  eucs  in  which  war  would  be  jq»- 
tiSed  to  rescue  a  fellow-citizen  from  imprison- 
ment  or  slavery  j  but  be  had  no  idea  of  maki^ 
war  for  any  such  purpose,  without  examining 
well  thegrounds  of  it,  and  certainly  not  when  the 
subject  WIS  in  tbe  coarse  of  investigation  by  n 
different  department  of  the  Oovernment. 

Ur.  TniMBusaid  he  waa  miMindentoad  in  be- 
ing *uppased  to  contemplate  war  by  hit  nuHion. 
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So  far  fitnn  the  propMirioii  it  cmbraafd  being  • 
metumn  of  mr,  it  wma  admilled  far  dl  writen  on 
the  subject  to  be  «  tneuare  to  prerent  war.  and 
had  been  lo  Died  by  aU  nationt.  It  wh  not  Inete- 
fore  a  war  meunK,  bot  a  meuare  to  piercnt  war. 
It  mighl  lead  to  war,  he  franted.  as  enj  other 
c<Aliaion  between  nation*  night;  bai  in  itaelf  it 
waa  not  war,  nor  wai  it  to  intended. 

Mr.  FoiBTTB  ioqairiaK  whether  the  docomentt 
on  tbi*  caee  were  before  the  Hoiue;  the  Bpbaem 
KDBwered  ibat  ther  had  bean  ordered  to  be  printed, 
bat  were  not  ^et  lent  in. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  reeolre  on  the  table,  wai 
agreed  to,  turn,  eon. 

GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR'S  CLAIK. 

The  HooM  then  ranmed  the  noGniihed  bnu- 
n«n  of  yetierdar,  and  •  gain  went  inton  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
OenenU  Arthur  8L  Ckir. 

The  debate  on  the  merita  of  chie  ewe,  and  on 
the  prinriet*  of  Mr.  FoBSTTH'a  amendment,  was 
remmed  aoa  coBlinned  with  increased  ardor  and 
Dnasnal  eloquence,  notil  after  fovr  o'olook,  when 
the  Committee  roae,  hr  the  caiting  enie  of  the 
CbkirmaD,  and  obtained  leare  to  ait  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conn,  it  wai 

JU»oM.  TbatibaSeerataricsoriheTreaeurr 
and  War  Deparimente  do  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  Hons^  a  ttatetnent  of  the  aeeoiuits  of  Oen- 
eral  Arthur  St.  Cliir  with  the  General  Qorern- 
ment,  both  before  and  sinee  the  adoption  of  the 
Pedetal  Cposlitution,  to  be  foand  in  their  offieea. 
~-|f,  and,  if  tbe  same  hare  been  settled 


reepectiTelr,  a 
ind  balanced, 


WaDKisoAT,  Februarf  4. 

Mr.  STaonn  preieoted  a  petition  of  Moeei 
Banderaoo,  prayiDg  for  an  increase  of  the  pen- 
aion  heretofore  granted  to  bim. 

Hr.  Blodht  prewDted  a  netition  of  Samael 
Doathet,  praying  to  be  paid  lor  property  belong- 
ing to  a  certain  Maleehia  Hotlow,  deceased,  of 
which  he  was  robbed  by  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
in  the  year  17S2,  the  Oorernment  hiring  snbee- 
qnenily,  by  treaty  with  the  said  Indiins,  relia- 
qnished  to  them  all  properly  which  they  had 
taken  from  the  cilizeiu  or  the  United  Btatee. 

Ordendj  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Reroloiionary 
Claima. 

Hr.  Roaatrrson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
PnUie  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amand- 
menta  proposed  by  tbe  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  proviiion  fbr  the  establishment 
of  additional  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of  His- 
aoori,"  reponed  the  wme  with  amendment*; 
which  were  agreed  to  by  tbe  Houae. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  FoaeTTH,  tbe  House  pro- 
ceeded lo  consider  the  resolniion  snbmitted  by 
him  yesterday,  and  the  same  waa  agreed  to  by 
the  Hooae. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pimdall,  the  Honse  pro- 
seeded  to  eoaaider  the  reeolDiKm  snfanitted  by 


him  OB  the  SOth  nlttmo,  and  the  same  being  read, 
was  disagreed  tohy  the  Honse. 

The  Spcakir  laid  before  the  Hoaie  a  letter 
from  Albion  E.  Parria,  commnoicaiing  inforiDa- 
tioQ  that  be  has  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Qot- 
ernor  of  Hiasachnsetta,  reaigning  his  seat  as  a 
Repreaen  la  tire  from  that  State,  in  theCongresa  of 
the  United  States ;  whieh  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iaformed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Seoaie  bave  pasied  the  bill,  eniiiled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Colambian  loaurance  Com- 
pany of  Alexandria,"  with  ameodmenU;  in  which 
amendments  they  ask  tbe  concurrence  of  this 
Boose. 

MIUTART  APPROPRUTIONB. 

Mr.  LowHDEa  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  repert  on  the  atneadmenl  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  miking  the  annual  appro- 
priations for  the  Military  Establishment;  which 
wai  read,  and  made  th*  order  of  the  day  for  this 

The  House  tban,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowttnaa, 
suspended  the  preceding  orders,  and  forthwith 
resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  said  report. 

The  first  amendment  made  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  was  tbe  iosertioD  of  a  prorision  appro- 
pristing  twcDiy  thousand  dollars  for  addltionil 
pay,  rations,  die.,  to  officers  baring  breret  com- 
missions, when  commandin?  separate  posts,  dis- 
tricts, or  detachments,  requiring  Ihem  to  act  in 
their  breret  rank. 

This  amendment  the  Comraittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommended  to  (he  House  to  disagree  to, 
nnd^  on  ibii  question,  the  debate  was  rerired. 
which  bad  engaged  the  Honse  when  the  bill 
waa  first  introduced;  embracing  in  i»  scope  the 
•xpedieDcy  of  continuing  breret  emolument,  the 
propriety  of  defesif eg  an  existing  law  by  refnaiag 
the  appropriations  neceasary  to  gire  it  effect,  Ac. 
The  gentlemen  who  joined  in  tbe  discusaion,  were 
Messrs.  Lowndbb,  Mmbobr,  HAaniBON,  Ct.AT, 
Surra  of  Marr land,  TxnBY,HonciKeoif,BToaaB, 
Colston,  and  FoBarra. 

Tbe  question  waa  fioally  decided  against  the 
Senate's  ameDdmenc 

The  Committee  agreed  saccessirely  to  the 
other  amendmenia  of  iBe  Senate,  which  produced 
no  debate;  and  rose,  and  reported  their  proceed- 
insa  to  the  Honae. 

The  Hoose  took  np  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and,  on  the  question  to  coneni 
with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
with  the  Commiliee  of  the  Whole,  in  their  disa- 
greement thereto,  it  passed  in  tbe  affirmatire— 
yeas  126,  nays  a^  as  follows: 

Tiu— Haais.  Abbott,  Adsma,  Allan  of  Vermont, 
Anderam  of  Pannnlreids,  Anatin,  Barbour  of  Ta., 
Bsasoti,  Batomsn,  Biyk^,  BellinKer,  Boonolt.  Bloom- 
field,  Boden,  Boia,  Brjan,  fiorwetl,  Bnllar,  CiaipbeU, 
Claiboms,  Cohb,  Comatock,  Cook,  Ciofts,  Cnlbreth, 
CnabnaD,  Desha,  Drake,  Esrie,  Edwards,  ElUeolt, 
Errin  of  Booth  Owolins,  Pleyd,  Folger,  For^h,  Oage, 
Oemett,  Hsis,  Hall  of  Dolaware,  Hall  of  North  Gsro- 
Una,  BaDdrioks,  Herbert,   Herridt,  Hebter,  Hogg, 
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HopkiDKm,  Hnbbtfd,  HutaK  Hantington,  iattatoA 
of  viifiiiUt  LaiTTSf,  ham.  Little,  Lowndw.  McLane. 
W.  Hadij,  W.  P.  Mwdqr,  McCi^,  ManhMd,  Um- 
m,  KilK  Moore,  Moitoa,  MoHlm,  UoMfiiid,  Mwnr, 
Jw.  NelMU,  B.  NoImb,  NnbiU,  N«w,  Newton,  Onra,. 
Ptttemm,  PkvlinB,  Pitiio,  Porter,  Qomrlw,  Bied, 
Btteot  Bic^  Bich,  RiebviU,  SusEgold,  BoUrtan  of 
Kento^,  Rngglci,  Sampaon,  SmTigc,  Banjoi,  Bcad- 
der,  SwgoeiU,  SctUe,  Bhsw,  Sherwood,  Bilabee,  81o- 
ciUBb,  B.  Smitb,  B«I.  Smith,  J.  8.  Bmitb,  Southvd, 
Spuder,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  CaroIiDa,  StrODg, 
Sbotho',  smart  of  Marjland,  Tallmadge,  Tan,  Tajr- 
lor,  Tompkina,  Townaand,  Triaible,  Tttcier  of  Viigi- 
nm,  Tnefear  of  South  Carolina,  Tjler,  Uphant,  VTtl. 
ker  of  KeatDckf,  Wallace,  Wendorer,  Whitendo, 
WilUama  of  OowMatitat,  WiUaaiBof  NorthOaioiina, 
Wilkin,  and  Wilton  of  Pennijlvania. 

NiTi— MoHia.  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bloont,  Colaton, 
CniBer,  Forney,  Fuller,  BarriiOD,  Herkimer,  Ingham, 
Imng  of  New  Yofk,  Jonea,  Kinaaj,  Li*ermoie,  Mei> 
oei,  T.  M.  NeboD,  Ooden,  <We,  On,  Faluer,  Parnrtt, 
Peter,  Pindall,  Poindextei    RiAertaon  of  LoolaiaDa, 


Ua»aofKewTa[k,and 

The  retidua  of  the  auMndnmU  propoaed  br 
Utf  Beaaie  to  the  bill  wwe4hen  cououited  in  bf 
the  House,  wiili  ■mendmeDU  to  the  third. 


Tbdibmt,  Pebioair  5. 

Oq  raoiion  of  Ht.  WBinfAM,  the  CommiitM 
on  the  Jadiciary  were  directed  to  iitquite  into  tli« 
expedieocy  of  aiteting  tfaa  ti«M  of  holdine  the 
district  coari,  now  by  law  holdsQ  at  PoiUKod, 
within  and  for  ike  DUiiict  of  Maine,  on  the  Jut 
Taetdky  of  May,  UDoatly,  to  the  flnt  Toeaday 
in  June,  ■aaaally. 

A  meaiftge  from  the  Senate  infarmcd.  the 
House  thai  the  Saraie  inaiat  oa  iheir  firat  aaoad* 
inMt  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  upro- 
ptiatioAa  -for  the  railitoiy  serTice  of  the  Unitod 
Sutes  for  the  year  18i8;''  ^"^  >Kne  '0  'be 
■meadiaente  propotcd  by  this  House  to  iheir 
third  aneBdaMoi  Id  <h«Mid  bill;  andtlicy  bavo 
paaasd  bills  olttte  fUlowiBB  tiaes,riz!  "Asbm 
in  addition  loan  act,  eniitled  'An  aatfottheTa* 
lief  of  John  Thoinpaon ;"  **  An  net  in  addilioa  to 
an  act,  giving  pensions  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  peiaons  slain  in  tbe  pubUe  or  prirate 
aimed  reaselaof  the  Uiiited  Siaieai"  "An  act, 
ptoriding  for  ih«  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Marietta,  and  for  the  location  of  claims, 
and  sale  of  certain  lands,  in  the  diattict  of  Vik- 
cettnei^'  in  which  bills  ibey  aaik  the  conoart 
lence  of  ibia  Hooee, 

The  SpBiua  laid  before  the  Hoases  leltai 
from  the  Seateiuy  of  the  Trcaaury, 


the  reports  of  the  seraral  Bsatda  of  Conamia- 
sionua,  for  iIm  Bettlameat  aoA  adjtwtmeat  of 
LaadClai^inithe  Bute  of  Loiiiaiaaa.aiMl  Ter- 
ritory of  Uiuonri ;  whioh  was  referred  to  th« 
Committee  on  the  Ptfblio  Landa, 

OENEBAi.  ST.  CLAXE'^  CASE. 
The  Hoiue.tlten  resumed,  in  Commiltee  o( 
Iha  WJiols,  tha  GDDsidatation  of  tba  bill  for  tbw 
relief  of  Majot  Oeaenl  Anbw  St.  Clair. 


Af^  some  fortlier  debate,  the  qnestioa  ms 
taken  on  Mr.  Fobsttb'*  naotioa  to  refer  the  »■     ' 
ilemcnl  of  the  claim  to  the  Treaaury  Oepeil- 
meni,  and  negaiiTed  by  b  large  ntajorby. 

Mr.  Clat,  then,  after  oieting  hii  rewoiu^ 
inoaed  ao  asiBadEMDt  to  tbe  bilC  prori^Bf  for 
placing  General  8k  Clair  on  the  pesaioB  list,  and 
allowing  btm  an  bbbiuI  peosioa  of-^doltais, 
and  moved  to  6U  ibe  bleak  with  aix  hmidTCi 
dolkra. 

Mr.  Hauuoh  moved  lo  fill  the  blank  with 
the  Bom  of  one  [hoDsand,  wkie^  after  two  eoants, 
was  cairiad— ayee  80,  aoca  73. 

Thequrtiion  was  takes  on  Mr.  CiiAt^  amend- 
Bient,  witt)  the  blank  ifaas  filled,  and  nentived— 
ayes  68,  noes  BO: 

Hr.  Tatlob,  of  New-  York,  then  OMired  aa 
amendment  diractiu  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
place  General  8l.  Clair  on  the  pension  liat,  at 
the  rate  of  —  dollars  per  ineaih<  pafaUe  a* 
other  pensioaa  are. 

Mr.  HaiBiBOi).  mored  to  iBacit,  brfen  the 
elanae  diiecttng  the  aannal  pcasMe,  a  ptovinnn 
for  paying  to  aeseral  Si.  Olati  the  asm  of  four 
thousand  three  boodred  and  thiny'six  doUata,  ia 
full  of  bia  elaiin  against  the  Ooveramant. 

This  molionwas  negatived— ayes 01,  D0«e  68; 
and,  the  qoestiiHi  reearring  on  Mr.  TATi.oa'e 


Mr.  Paliw  mwed  to  fill  the  Uaak  with  fifty 
dollars  aa  the  month  Ir  paaaioii. 

Mr.  Tkwit  moved  e^fj^r,  which  wae  n«ga- 
tiveA— ores  06.  neea  78. 

Uc.  Stoub  proMaad  Mtrntg-fiM  doUara  per 
mooth,  which  was  ali«  segatived— ayes  67. 

Mr.  HxBBiaoN  mored  the  sam  of  • 

which  was  also  lost — ayea  7L  noea  77 ;  and 

The  sum  of  rixty  was  eventoally  agreed  to^ 
75  to  71 J  and,  thns  amended,  Hr.  Tayloe's 
amendaieat  waa  adopted  by  a  la^e  ra^jotitx; 
after  an  nnaoceesafol  m«tion  by  Mr.  LtvBaaiojta 
to  make  the  pension  t»  Bommeace  oa  tha  4tk  of 
Jaly  iaalead  of  Bdacefa. 

The  Comm>itl«e  of  the  Wiole  tbaa  roaa,  moA 
reaorted  the  bill,  aa  aneaded,  to  ih«  Hons*. 

The  House  haviag  uktn  np  ihg  reporLi>f  th*. 
Coniaitiae  of  ibe  Whole— 

Ur.  TAirLoa^  of  New  York,  meieed  to  awtlia 
oatfM:^BBiheaB«anta£  the prapaaeA  momhly 
pcBsion,  and  to  ineeit  J^fly. 

ThifinoiiOB  waadeudad  by  yaaeaad^HvaJa 
(he  Begetiv*>~yeaa  73,  aaya  9« 

Mr.  Hbbo&r  then  prapoaed  an  amcndmea^ 
pravidiag  thatOtneral  St.  Clair  ahoaU  receive 
toi  the  renatoder  of  hia  lib  the  half  of  the  foU 
pay  altaehed  to  the  teak  whiob  ha  fiUed  in  tiM 
Army  at  the  close  of  the  RBVolatioiiarr  war| 
and  also  proposed,  at  part  of  tha  ameadnent,  & 
pieamble  to  the  bill,  ezpreeaiTe  of  tke  high  cenea 
entertained  by  Googtees  of  the  riiuia  and  ser- 
Tioee,  dkc,  of  Qctieral  Bt.  Ctair. 

Thia  motioB  aot  beiog  in  order  oalcaa  previ- 
otialy  considered  ina  Committee  of  the  Whole- 
Mr.  MaacBB,  to  attaia  his  object,  mored  the 
reoomnitaaoBt  of  the  btU  to  a  Committee  of  lh« 
whale  Hooaa;  which  tootios  wa*  rajeeiad  by  a 
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lame  im»J9ri%j,  ■nd  ibe  BMCwiiBevr  with  it  of 

COVfM. 

Mr>  HiRBiton  mide  an  BDsueeeftfD)  Bltetnpt 
to  rerive  the  motion  made  Id  CommUiee  oy 
Mr.  Glit;  and  thr  queiiioa  was  Ihea  takes  od 
eoBcurting  with  the  report  of  tbe  Commiltee  of 
the  Whole,  gtBDtin(«  peusioa  of  livlt/  dollars  a 
mojUh,  Boa  decided  is.  ibe  aSrma[i*e — yeaa  122, 
nua  .90,  89  followa : 

Tail — Mum.  Adami,  Atl«n  of  liaMachiiioUv 
AUan  of  Tarnioml,  AadenoR  olPimajlnw,  Audor- 
aon  of  Kentnckj,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Baibaot  of  Ttrgiua, 
Batcman,  Bi;le7,BBedaT>B«IUi)gai,BeoiiaU,BIaBiii- 
fi«ld,  Blount,  B<^  BijaniBntler,  Caavball.  Cotiton, 
CoDMtock,  Cmc«*>  Colbr^  Caabnao,  Draka,  Baik, 
Bllkott,  Etria  ofSoalh  OuoUiia,  FonMj,  FuUar, 
Oagq,  GmriMtl,  Hanwon,  HeikdriBka,  Berbart,  H«^- 
mei,  Heciick.  Haiater,  Hitdkcocfci  floLnea  of  HaiUT 
chnwtta,  Bolmaa  of  Canneeticut,  Hobbaid,  Hoiitiiif- 
bnv  IrrinK  (^  Naw  York,  JahoMa  of  Virfinia,  JoIid- 
Mta  of  Kantock;,  JoDeat  Kiiuwr,  Lewii,  Little,  Liver* 
mora,  Lonnde*,  UcLum,  W.  Madav,  Marekaod, 
Mann  of  Maaaachnaetta,  Maicer,  Miikllaloii,  Milla, 
MooTa,  Moaalej,  Momfiu'd,  Momy,  Jaramiali  Nelaaiik 
H.  HalaoD,NeatHU,nflwl(in,0(dm,O^DiT,OmD, 
Palmar,  Paitott,  Paltwww,  Panliii«^  Pctv^  PiBdaH, 
Pitkia,  Pnindastat,  Porter,  Qoailaa,  Road,  Rica,  Rioh, 
Bunald,  Roberlaaa  of  Xmtuokjr,  BoberiaM  of.Loa- 
mana,  Rngglaa,  Savage  Sargaut,  SattJ^  Sefbait, 
8h>v,  Sbenood,  Silabaa,  8.  Snilb.  BU^  Soulh, 
Alcundar  Boutbt  Spracai,  Btona,  Btn^g,  BtntlMi, 
Stnait  of  HaiTland,  TaUmMJoa,  Tan,  Tamil,  Tbitj, 
TtlmMCk  Tucker  of  Vii^iiita,  Tjlor,  Uphain,  Walker 
of  North  Catoliia.  Walker  of  Eentnokj,  Wallaae, 
Wendorer,  Weatarlo,  Wbiteaide,  WiUiaiM  of  Coo' 
neeticQ^  WiUiama  of  Now  T^ik,  Wilkin.  Wilaon  o 
MaandiaMUa,  aod  Wilaon  of  PeaonrlTutia. 

Naib— Meavi.  Abbott,  AtwUa,  Baaaett,  Bodan. 
BtuwBlk  Claiboma,  Cobb,  Cook,  CraOa,  CnwJ»rd, 
TMbt,.  Edwarda,  Folser,  Fonjtb,  Bale,  Hall  of  DeUr 
wan.  Hall  of  Ifortti  Catolua,  Haabroack,,  Hogg, 
Hnatar,  In^iwn,  Lawrai,  UaOt  W.  P.  Macby,  Hc- 
C«j,  HaniU,  Morton,  T.  M.  Nelaon,  Bbea,  Riebaida, 
BanfMO,  8«wj«i^  Scnddar.  Soiuihaid,  SpaiifJet, 
SpMd,  Tajlor,  TomwHid,  Tneker  of  Soatfi,  CaiO' 
ttw,  and  WiUianu-af  Nwth  CanoUiw. 

iiti  MgMcsii  iban  mnvcd  tbe  foUowisi  bib«mI' 
mttif^f-mmyioi  prawaUcc  "  WkenaalkaiCiui- 
'  gicn  of  the  Unilad.  StaieB  eotauki  b-  higk, 
'  aaue  «f  tlM.  triad  iaiegf Urt  •■  «<*!  aa  of  tM 
'  enil.BMl  militBiTTimie.  of:  Arihmi  81  Ctair, 
'  latoPraaidmt  of  tb«  Congreaa,  ■ad-O&BHUMAeT- 
'in-Cblefof  the  Atmr  of  tbe  Uaited  Statea, 
'  w>on  tkey  Imn,  wilb  regrctj  baa  been  reduced, 
'  faTinhfortaDe,  to  Mtremc  porertf." 

This  mottOQ  was  negatiTed — sfet  61.  ooea 
Bod  tbe  bUl  WBs  ordered  lo  be  angrosseti  and  read 
a  third  lime  to-morrow. 


Frwat,  FehniBir  6. 

Mr.  W11.UAM8,  of  NoTih  Carolfiia,  from  tbe 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  so  uorBVorable  report 
on  tbe  petliioQ  of  Paat  Roblasan. 

Ht.  RiCB  mored  lo  rererae  this  report,  (the 
object  of  the  petiiiou  beiog  10  obtain  indemnifi- 
cation for  dMoagea  recoreted  of  bin]  by  b  Cbdb- 
diait  for  prspeitf  seized   Iiom  biiQ,  iwdw  tb* 


inapiiBMian  it  wa>  latliMry  ai 
wsr..)  After  soma  debate  01 
negatived,  and  (he  report  w 


ea,  dvring  the  late 

his  motion,  it  waa  - 

ordered  to  lie  on 


negauTaa,  aoo   toe 

the  table  tor  fnrtber  _. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHS  also  made  an  nofBTorabla  report 
on  ihe  petiitoB  of  Major  John  Wfaistler;  wbleb 
wis  referred'  to  a  ComiDJiiee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hbbrick,  from  the  Committee  on  Prime 
Land  daima,  reported  n  bill  for  tbe  relief  nf  John 
Keonedf  and  Henry  Nail,  or  their  legal  repre- 
seaiatiraa ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Sfbhcsb,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Jddiciarr,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elbert 
Herring;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Bmekdmenla  of  the  Senate  10  the  bill  to 
jncorpoiate  tbe  Columbian  losaranee  Compasf - 
of  Ahaaadria,  were  read,  and  coneorred  id. 

Ur.  SoirPBARD,  from  the  CoaMsittee  on  lodiaa 
Affturs,  to  whom  was  refsrred  the  Senate's  bill 
direating  tbe  manner  of  appeioiiag  IndiaD  agents, 
and  eoBtinutog  the  act  for  esttbliahing  tradlng- 
hooaea  with  the  IndiBit  iribea,  reported  the  same 
withoot  Bmeadmaat;  nad  it  was  lefetred  to  a 
Committee  of  Ihe  Whole,  to  whom  waa  referred 
a  bill  preeiouslf  reported  by  the  same  Commit- 
tee,  teapaotiag  the  cirilizalioD  and  edneation  of 

The  SrsAKEa  laid  before  Ihe  Uocme  a-  letter 
aaa  the  Seeretarr  of  War.ataijng  thai  the  report 
to  this  Hooae  from  the  War  Dapartmeni,  dated 
on  tbe  SOtb  F^ruary  taat,  coBtatna  all  the  iDfor- 
matioD  lo  be  found  In  ibal  Department,  in  rela- 
lioa  to  the  clairaa  of  the  Suia  of  Maaaaehvselta, 
for  expecaea  of  eaUiag  oiK  the  militia  of  thai 
State  during  the  late  waraadftke  reaaons  whr 
tbajr  have  Bot  bean  idlowed  j  wUeh  waa  rend,  and 
ordered  10  lie  om  the  taMe. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  BanMHin,  of  Tl^Die,  tiM 
CoBunhtec  of  Wafs  and  Means  were  instraclcd 


the  Aseeaaors  of  tbe  United  States,  for  extra  acr- 
Tices, 

On  mation.of.Hr>  Honiuo;i,  the  Commitlei 
of  Commerce  and  Haouflctares  were  inatiiioted 
to  iaqnira  iuo  the.eipcdieney  of  pmridiag  for 
Ihe  papment  of  the  ej^eoditaraamade  in  l*riBC 
dawn  and  lakingup  bnofa  in  the  rinc  Dtlaiinw^ 
in  the  Laxawtto  efaanDal,  nboM  iweWe  mUan 
below  titt  ckf  of  PhiUde^hin;  and  aloe  for  da- 
fmyinf  in  fntnia^  the  eKpniaa  of  taUaf  op  and' 
lafiBg'down  the  said  baoya  when  required. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PonaTTB, 

itoninnJ,  Thnt  the  Pnaident  of  tbe  Doited 
Blatee  be  reqneated  (if,  in  hta  opinion,  not  inoaiH 


House  the  eovaapoodeoae  with  tba-C 
of  Spain,  t«  wUeh  tbe  letter  of  Onorge  W.  Br- 
Ting,  Ihe  American  Minister  near  that  Court,  of 
Ihe  2Stli  October,  1S16,  aommuaica^ed  with  his 
Meaeage  of  ihs^lh. January,  1818,  telwa)  and, 
aajranbacqaant  coirespoodeBoe  beiiraen  the  tnun 
OorertKaenu  on  the  anme  aufajeet. 

FoBBTTn  and  Mr.  MoBGLEY  were  a 
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Ca§e  <f  Qnrg*  Mm^brd, 


P  ■BID  ART,  1818. 


Tba  bill  firaa  the  SeMte,  raiiilcd  "An  Mt ._ 
addition  lo  ko  aet,  cnliilMl  'Ad  mi  for  the  relief 
of  John  ThompeoD,"  waa  read  twice,  and  com- 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  eo tilled  "An  aet  pra- 
riding  for  ibe  wle  of  certain  lands  in  the  diitrict 
of  Maiieiia,  and  for  ibe  location  of  elaimi  nod 
nlec^  certain  lands  in  the  district  of  VineeDoea," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Conunitlee 
on  tba  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  ibc  Senate,  entitled  '=An  aet  in 
addition  to  an  ael  giring  peoaioni  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  pri- 
vate armed  vessel*  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
HaTBl  Aflafrs. 

The  House  took  up  the  Senate**  message,  inaist- 
ing  on  ibeir  nmeodment  to  tbe  militanr  appro ori- 
anon  bill,  (respecting  breret  pay,)  and  agreea  to 
intUt  oa  its  disagreemeat  thereto,  and  to  aifc  of 
tbe  Senate  a  conference  ibereon.  To  manage 
which  conference,  on  tbe  part  of  the  House, 
Mestra.  LowHDEa,  Smith  of  Mary  land,  aad  Pit- 
KiKi  were  appointed. 

The  eDgimied  bill  for  the  relief  of  Major  Oen- 
eral  Arthur  St.  Clair,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 

The  House  reaolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  resolutions  submitted  br  Mr. 
JoBMBonojKentuck]r,andMr.  WALKiBofNortb 
Carolina,  on  the  9th  December  last,  and  on  tbe 
bill  concerning  half-pay  peuaiont,  inratid  pen- 
eiooers,  and  for  other  purpose* ;  and  after  deoaie 
tba  Committee  roee^  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leare  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SroBaa,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  required  lo  oommonicate  to  the  House 
a  statement  of  tbe  balaoces  now  due^  respectlrel^, 
from  such  persons  now  or  heretofore  acting  in 
tbe  Quartermaster  and  Paymaster's  departmentf, 
whose  account*  bare  not   been  eellied  for  the 

Jetiod  of  more  ibaa  one  year  preriou*  to  tbe  S7tb 
ay  of  December  last. 

CABE  OF  QEOBQE  HUUFOKD. 

Mr.  Tavlom,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report, aeeompanied  bysnudry  documeota, 
amongst  which  i*  a  letter  from  Mr.  Momford  to 
Iba  committee,  on  the  case  of  George  Mumford, 
a  Member  of  ibis  House  from  North  Carolimi, 
whoH  right  to  a  seat  has  been  questioned,  because 
he  bad  not,  previooaly  to  attending  the  House, 
resigned  the  office  of  Principal  AnewHia  hie  dis- 
tifoL  The  report  mneladea,  on  tbe  jground  that 
tbe  dntiee  and  compeDsation  of  tbe  office  (and  of 
course  tbe  office  itself)  had  expired,  that  Qeorge 
Mamford  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  ibe  House. 

The  report  wn*  read,  and  committed.  It  is  as 
follows: 

Tite  Gommitlae  of  Election^  lo  whiA  was  referred 
a  nwlntiMi  of  the  Honie  of  BepiesentatiTe*  of  the 
lOlh  of  Drnwuiber,  1817,  sod  s  Heaeage  of  the  Prsn- 
idant  of  lbs  United  States,  of  the  tWx  of  tbe  sana 


That 


rhetin  the  jm  1813,  snfaeeqnent  to 
lb*  act  fct  the  awiiseiiiMil  and  coUeeti 


die  p 


Isxea  and  internal  daties,  OcMge  Uamibtd  waa^ 
pcnntad  principel  aaaaaaor  of  the  tsutb  collectioa  £. 
trictef  flMthCaroJina;  that  he  accepted  tlw  aaid  <^ 


aed,  lejjac  dirsc* 


In  tbe  month  of  August,  1817,  he  wee  ebctal  & 
HapieseDtatiTe  of  tbe  said  Btat* ;  ud  mi  tba  fint 
day  ef  the  praaant  sB»inn  he  waa  qoalified,  and  (oak 
bta  seat  in  tUe  Hones. 

Tbe  set  ^  Joljr  IS,  IBIS,  under  which  Mr.  Hom- 
fcid  held  his  sppmntnent,  was  pro^eetiTe  and  with- 
out limitatton.  No  law  then  eziatsd  lay iof  a  direct 
tax.  But  a*  Congreaa  intandad  leaoiting  to  thai 
system  of  rCTeDoe,  it  wsj  enacted  "  tbst,  Em  the  por- 
poea  of  sMwring  and  ooUectiiig  direct  tszn,"  the 
United  Btetei  shooU  ba  divided  into  collsotion  iu- 
triets,  and  a  principal  ssseseor  sppointed  for  each  dia- 
triet.  If  this  act  has  UMthtr  exprad  nor  t>een  repeaiml. 
Hi.  Hnmfbrd  is  still  ia  office,  and  cannot  rightfti^jr 
be  a  meatbei  of  thii  Boose.  But  by  the  eacond  aeo- 
tian  of  the  act,  to  provide  ad^tioiisl  levennea  (or  de- 
fraying the  eipensea  of  the  Oovamment,  and  mua- 
tainiDg  the  public  cradit,  by  laying  a  diiecl  tax  apon 
the  Doited  Btatea,  and  to  provide  fn  assaaaipg  and 
eolleeling  the  same,  approved  Januaty  0,  18  IB,  the 
aaid  act  vras  repealed,  except  so  &r  as  the  same  re- 
spected ooUeclion  district^  Intemsl  doties,  sad  the 
Bppointment  sod  qnalilScation  of  collecton  and  aaeee- 
Bors ;  in  sit  irhich  laspecta  It  was  enacted  that  the 
said  set  sboald  be,  end  contu 


the  United  Btates,  and  apportioned  agreeably  lo  tlw 
proviaioiu  of  the  Constitntioa.  At  the  flrsrC  session  of 
tbe  Foarteanlh  Coogreas  that  act  waa  modified,  b) 
repealing  ao  much  thereof  aa  laid  an  annnal  tax  of 
nx  milliona,  by  redndng  the  aame  to  duee  millions, 
end  by  limiting  its  contlnnanea  to  one  year ;  and  it 
iras  expressly  enacted  that  all  the  provisiona  of  the 
act  of  Jaonanr  9,  IS1&,  except  so  Air  as  tbe  sama  had 
been  varied  by  subaequant  acts,  and  except  tbe  first 
thereof^  (which  rslstad  to  the  spportionment 


pnrpoes  of  ths  three  miilion  lu,  laid  Meidt  b.  18LS. 
Whenever   Urase  parposea  were  loldllad,  that  act  ax- 
red,  end  of  eoorea  all  oSoee  sreated  bj  it  ceaeed  to 

By  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trawsmy, 

irele  annexed,  emdoeing  a  report  of  the  Commif- 
■east  of  the  Beveniu,  it  appeara  diat  the  enljie  tax 
sBSesaed  in  the  tenth  coUsetien  district  of  North  Csi- 
olins,  wss  scconnted  for  pievioos  to  the  1st  Dacembac, 
1817,  and  thet  no  official  dn^  then  remained  to  ba 
perfamed  by  Hi.  Hamftrd,  the  piindpel  aaaeesor  of 
that  dirtrict.  Hi*  said  oAe^  tbieiefoie,  exinred  pre- 
vious to  hi*  tsking  a  eest  in  this  House.  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  respectfully  submit  the  fblloiriilg  le- 
aolntion : 

Betohid,  That  Qeorge  Mnmibrd  is  eaUtled  t>  s  teal 
in  this  Honse. 

Thi*  report,  logelher  with  the  following  com- 
munication from  George  Mumford,  waa  commit- 
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ted  to  the  aame  Onninilee  of  llw  Whole  lo  whioh 
is  eommiiied  the  report  id  Bimiiel  Herrick>«  oate. 
Mr.  Mumfor^*  wmmumieaiian  lo  tie  CommtiUt  ^ 

Ekaiam. 
To  the  Hod.  Joav  W.  Xxnoa, 

Chmrmaa  of  the  C«mtniilte  of  Ekttimu  .■ 
Sib:  Beiig  iboDt  lo  dafuid  mjtilt  tfiiut  whit 
•ppmn  lo  bo  a  diuf*  that  imiiUaka  my  honoT  and 
tnj  oharacloi,  1  aak  joar  attulioii  irbijat  I  make  ■aeh 
Ml  expontiOD  at  (ball  axoD«rata  ma  from  the  impgta-  | 
lion  of  haring  takaa  a  m»t  io  CoDgnM  eontranr  to  | 
the  ConMitstioii,  or  eontrarj  to  tho  pioeiplaa  of  an 
hMMt  man  and  a  guKlamui. 

Befcn  I  BDtai  tslo  tha  Br(iimaDt,  I  will  briaflv  »• 
lata  the  beta  a*  fti  aa  thej  ara  raGollaetad.  I  wai 
u^intrd  prjncipal  aaaiiaanr  at  tha  conunanoement  of 
Ue  nitem  of  direct  taiatioD,  and  eontiDned  aatil  ita 
tonmnatiMi,  which  happanad  at  the  laat  lewon  of 
CoilKtM*,  preriona  to  which  term  I  had  dtwbaj{rdall 
tbe  mttiea  aaipied  ma  bj  tha  law,  aod  bad  aattlad  all 
taj  Boconuta.  I  did  not  write  a  lettai  to  anj  panon, 
■ejing  that  I  had  reaigned  the  office,  tot  it  would  at 
thai  tima  (whalarar  it  might  noca)  have  been  ei- 
trenialj  ridiculona,  aa  the  ofEoe  had  left  me.  Soma 
time,  howeTai,  Id  the  Spriog,  I  receiTod  a  letter  from 
the  ComroUdooar  of  the  RercDDe,  written  midei  the 
ttnthoritir  of  tha  act  of  8d  of  Match  laat,  which  waa 
calcnletad  to  dolha  ma  with  new  power,  ao  that  an* 
of  tha  dntiaa  which  might  not  Iuito  been  flniihed 
afaonld  be  completed.  I  do  not  recolbcl  baTing  pet- 
foimed  an;  dot;  after  the  receipt  of  that  letter.  The 
■leetioD  at  which  I  waa  choa an  w*i  held  oD  Thoradaj, 

the of  Angait.     On  the  Thondiy  foUowing  tha 

aherifi  of  tha  Sirea  conntiei,  tIx.  Rowan,  Randolph, 
and  Chatham,  compoaing  the  tenth  diatrict  of  North 
Carolina,  met,  declared  me  to  be  daU  elected,  aod 
gave  me  their  joint  certificate  lo  that  e^t.  Bar!;  in 
October  I  left  home  for  Portamouth,  in  New  Hamp- 
ihire,  uid  vihen  on  m;  way  I  aniied  in  the  cit;  of 
Kalejgh,  and  preaeated  that  certificate  to  the  OoTcr- 
uor,  who,  on  reeeiving  it,  ^ave  me  a  commiuioD  aa  a 
Repreaentative,  heariag  date  at  tHat  tima.  Aa  I 
paeaed  through  thia  place,  I  intended  to  ha*B  remained 
here  a  few  dayi,  and  metnt  lo  haie  called  on  the 
Commiaaionar  of  the  ReTeaue,  fox  the  pnrpoae  of  giv- 
ing him  all  the  information  I  could  lalatiTe  to  the  pro- 
bable barioe**  that  might  ariia  in  the  conne  of  Oie 
completion  of  the  collection  b;  the  collector.  Thi« 
viut  waa  doe  flom  reepoet  to  an  ofteer  nndar  lAoae 
direction  I  had  aerved,  and  which,  tbongh  not  ofllehl, 
roBld  hefe  been  proper,  and  which  ihonld  have  been 
•id  had  it  been  m  xaj  power.  Ha^ng  ramained  at 
■oitononth,  o«t  of  mj  aaauwiuent  diitricl,  daring  the 
interreDing  period,  I  retwDed  to  thia  pleee  on  the  laat 
da;  of  November,  and  on  Monde;,  the  let  of  I>oeeak> 
bar,  I  appeared  in  the  Bapre«entati*a  Hall,  waa  qnaU- 
llad  b;  taking  the  oaOi  to  aopport  the  Conalitmien, 
and  took  m;  aaaL  When,  aa  aoon  at  the  raaolMlon 
imiairing  what  membere  held  office*  waa  adopted,  I 
made  a  written  commnnteation  of  m;  etreamalaneee 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  EleetionB. 

Thia,  air,  ia  Iho  hiatoiy.  Yoa  will  now  pleaae  to 
iadnjge  me  while  I  make  aome  remark*,  and,  in  at- 
tending to  &m,  yon  will  be  good  enough  to  bear  in 
mind  that  tho  inqnii;  ia,  whether  I  am  a  member  of 
OongreM  or  not ;  whether  I  am  in  the  Hooee  or  not^— 
*  qneatioD  ao  plain,  that  it  waa  not  withoni  aome  Hf- 
iicalt;  that  I  broDght  m;  mtod  into  a  train  of  reaaon- 
iag  to  prove  it.    Indeed,  If  I  had  net  ao  mncbatatde, 


k; 


I  If  it  wt«  not  thai  Iho  mMion,  plain  *•  it  uneara 
■e,  aeema  to  be  doabtad  b;  then,  or  aoma  at  Uiam, 
Meminioiialam  bomd  to  reject,  attdwhoaeTOtae 
r  be  iBjuioiulo  m;  righte,  I  afaonld  hardl;  troabla 
I  to  diaonee  the  qneation.  It  ia  men  than  donbted, 
it  appoar*  to  be  taken  for  granted,  that,  if  a  paraon 
la  an  office  np  to  tha  time  of  hii  qnalifieation  aa  a 
it  would  allect  hie  aeat ;  and  it  farther  ap- 


BDbaaqDant  to  hia  elaction  aa  a  Sepreeenlstive,  it  oni^t 
to  aSeet  hia  aeet ;  and  that  a  penon  who  haa  hdd  aa 
office  mutt  write  a  latter  to  lome  ones  aeying  that  he 
redgnt  it,  odierwiae  the  omiaaian  wonld  be  conatdered 
a  proof  that  be  eoDtinDed  to  hold  the  office,  notwhh- 
etanding  hia  qoaliAcatioD  and  *«ifiTfg  lua  aei^ 

I  eonMnd  for  Ike  contiat;  of  all  Ibaee  prapodfietia, 
and  hop*  I  dtaB  piao*  them  in  fo  clear  a  poinl^Tiow 
aa  to  leavo  no  doobt  on  ;oBr  mind;  and,  in  doing  eo, 
will  giTa  ;oa  Ae  plain  wotda  of  dra  Oonalitvliaa,  at- 
ladliBg  U  them  the  plainaat  and  meet  obrioM  mean- 
ing of  vUA  Ih^  are  anaoantaila.  Be  ao  good  a«  to 
tiim  to  it,  and  ;oa  wiD  tod  that  it  ia  in  Iho  aaoeiid 
danao  of  tho  aeeond  aeetioH  of  Iha  Atal  artida,  Oal  Iho 
qoaliBcalionaof  a  BepreeaQtalire  aroenuMrata^^: 
"  No  peteon  ehalt  b«  a  Eopra— taliTo  who  ahall  not 
baTo  attained  to  A*  ago  of  twMi^>ll>e  ;eera,  and  baaa 
aa*en  ;*«ra  a  eitken  of  tite  Dnlled  Stataa,  and  who 
ehall  not,  wban  aleeUd,  be  an  inhaUlant  of  Oat  State 
in  wUeh  ha  di^  be  dioaen  t"  and  thaae  are  all  Oat  are 
ennnentad  aa  qnaiiftcatioiw.  After  g^g  throng 
with  tb*  Hotiaa  of  RapwaantaBTea,  Ike  ComtittttiMi 
beginawith  tfaeSenata,  and,  fai  Iho  third  danaa  of  fte 
thud  aaction  of  tha  aame  article,  anomeratea  the  qnati- 
ftealioni  of  a  Senator  in  thece  worda,  rit:  "No  pet- 
aon  ahall  be  a  Saoator  who  ihall  not  baTe  attained  to 
the  age  of  thirt;  ;eats,  and  been  nine  ;eara  a  eitiian 
of  the  United  Btalaa,  and  who  dull  not,  wbon  elected, 
be  an  inhabitant  of  that  Stale  for  which  he  ahdl  ha 
ehoaen ;  and  ^eaa  are  all  that  are  enameratad  aa  qaab- 
fioationa  of  a  Senator.  After  having  thna  mentioDed, 
in  eipreaa  term*,  the  ^naliflcationi  oS  each  ;  after  faav- 
ingaaid  what  ahall  etttltlea  peraon  to  aeeat  aa  a  R^ 
raaentstivo,  and  what  a  Senator;  after  having  gone 
Ihroogb  evarrthing  relativo  to  the  peraon  of  eadl, 
nntil  ;Da  gat  to  the  laat  clanae  of  the  eiith  eeetion,  it 
Iheo  providaB  diet  "no  Senator  or  RepreeeittatiTa 
Aall,  dorfaig  Ae  lime  fbr  whlcb  he  waf  elected,  bo  m- 


omolaaieBia  whereof  aball  have  beea  iBcreaaed, 


toMd] 


aa;  offio*  nndar  the  Unlled  Statee  diall  be  a  mender 
of  eiOer  Honaa  daring  hii  conlianance  in  oAoo." 
What,  let  ma  aA,  WH  Iba  oljeel  oT  thii  danaet 
What  did  the  people  inmd  to  guard  againat,  wbea 
th^  ^Aa  Ibete  WOtdel  Let  aa  Inq^;  and  we 
caanot  do  to  aa  efleelaall;  in  an;  other  waj,  ae  b; 
eeeiag  what  wonld  heTa  boon  oar  dtnatlm  if  thie 
daaae,  or  aa;  part  of  it,  had  baea  omitlad  la  the  Cm- 
MitalioD.  Sappoie,  then,  that  that  whole  daaee  had 
been  omitted,  what  wonld  have  been  the  caneeqnaooe  T 
Wonld  there  havo  been  e 
tha  aame  penon  from  hol 
while  ho  waa  a  member  while  ho  held  aoeh  offieea  1 
Ton  anal  aa;  not.  Then  ma;  wa  not  Mri;  eondada 
thatdtal  elanaa,  lakea  altogether,  we*  intended  to  pre- 
vent tha  oceapane;  of  both  at  oneei  btttnppoaelhe 

latter  part  opt;,  via:  "no  poiaon  '-"'-     —  - 

nndw  tha  United  BtatM  ihall  be  a 
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tUi  Wd  bMU  OB>itu4,  what  Am  wMdd  WnbMB  Ml 
lk*t  wDolil  lw«a  pMicaUd  a  amaberfrtaBbaiag'ap- 
Baintad  to,  or  ftom  hoUikf  an  ofioe,  aieapt  audb  «■ 
Ufptnad to lieT«  tMcn  cwaMd,  Mto  karehad'tkaii 
MMuwanU  InatiMtd  divJaflbe  tins  fcrwhieh  ka 
«a«  aWetad  1  timtij  naduMg.  nan  ua;  wa  obt 
aa  MAj  coatlmi*  Ikal  tlii*  pHt  of  tba  ciMite  ma  m> 
tandad,  not  to  pn«enttb«  appmnUMnt  of  a  maidisi 
towtaCoOiBOrtopwTMtluiBaeeptMMeaf  it;  Mtto 
pnnat  tka  faofla  fron  chaodag  aa  oOoarto  ha  k 
■MiMbar,  WW  lo  pwriat  hU  MeoptoBM-aBdqMMfiEa* 
tioB  aa  «k,  botto  ptD«de  that,'aidwisfa')rott  maj  U 
■yajladto  aa  aM  ofl^  ahhongh  jotf  nay  ba  alnst- 
^  to  aanra  aa  a  ikaubai,  yon  Mail  Mat,  dotteff  <r<NT 
coBttttiWBCB  in  offiMi  tw  a  mattbcf ;  yon  «hall  aat, 
daring  *a«r  MOtiavMee  Ma  mMilMrvboaiiaetwrt 
Mvw.HT.  lataa  aaivaaatbattba-flnt  yanof  Aalclanaa 
anij  kad  boon  ooiMed ,  wmU  tkoM-hav*  haan  BUytUag 


.  _    Ml     Aa        

not    Tku  part  of  tb«  aUaaa  waa,  Ihanfaa,  inlaBdad 
la  pfovida,  *ot  laanly-thati  a  moafcarrtwnld  hM  hold 

lUllMabaaU  aat  boUil  at  all  diBrin«1heitaM*( 
oUafa  li*  ma  rtoBtod.  Indead,  air,  if  tha  wanb-that 
•adka  tba  laHei  part  of  lUi  daw*,*!!:  "andaaMr- 
aaobotdiaf  aajaSca  aader tba Oaitad  etaMo'Aall 
fcaa-mwabwof  «ilh«f  Hoaaa  ivamtfUaattt 
u  eOaa,"  had  aMdd  alona ;  if  Ikay  bad  bo«D 

'to  W*a  oaalainad  alltha  coBdUaa  that  iha 

Miidad  a  paaten  lAB  aaat,  hwdnU  bna  baoi  ateoad 


■ad  «■}«•»  to  aaylhatapataoB^rka  had  qodifad  and 
4akaii'hiB  aaat  aa  a  aianbar,  oaght  to  Uva  it  vaaatad, 
tiaaoaa  ba  bad  batd  aa  offioa,  irilboat  any  noof  or 
aaaa  a  laggaatian  that  ha  waa  than  holding  m  and 
'a^MtaUytAat haaateg Uat dadua  <aal^,«adaal 
did  to  tba  aomktae)  diat  h«  de*«  «at  b  " 


cfliMnortho  Unitod8tBtta,»Bdi>hsahaIL not, whan 
alactad,  be  an  inhahitant  ol  tha  State  in  wbiA  he 
(hall  be  choHn ;  and  no  penon  holding  aay  office  on- 
der  the  tJoited  '8tat«a  iball  be  a  mambw  of  eithn 
Houm  during  bt«  eontinnance  in  office;"  and  tren 
then,  iir,  it  wonld  ha**  been  veiy  ambigMam,  latrmg 

doabt  *h«lwc  JM  matraa^n,  or  whelher  jmi  ae- 
" '"    ~"  M  qipetetneKI  did  not,  IB  it- 

Here  ft  -nay  oat  be  iBptopa 
_  tlioti,  vii^  a  written  eoaninK- 
aaMMi,  aayiDg  that  yea  rarita.  t*  a  thing  that  doe*  Bol 
appear  to  hm*e  bean  ebnteHplatad  aa  aeeawaiy,  H  aot 
having  been  ailfcer  deeeribed  or  preacrtbad. 

From  all  which,  it  Menu  to  be  dear  that  no  panon 
holding  an  bOlee  under  the  United  AaMe  can  be  i 
member,  and  it  ii  eqtislly  clear  that  no  pereoa  b«la| 
a  membir  can  h<4d  *n  olEce.  TU*  wiJt  bring'  tlw 
quEMion  to'wlnt  it  ons^t  to  be,  Tti.,  whether  a  mam* 
bar  doei,  by  being  appointad,  mrtd  ^oalifying  aa  an 
officer,  Taette  hii'ieat ;  and  ifhedier  Ma  officer  ifoea, 
by  being  riected,  i«tDrned,  and  qnalUed  aj  a  member, 
racate  hti  office ;  or,  to  T«dtice  ib»ta  to  a  dngte  prop- 
aition,  whether  an  oSeeT  or  ■  member  amt  reaign  tb« 
eommiMlDn,  office,  oreppointinentwhicll  hehO\da,l>»- 
fbtehe  can  be  OonilitntionaHy  anAonwd  to  diaehat^ 
Ihedutleiof  one  whiAii  robaeqaently  eonfkrrediipon 

Mm. 

Ii,  di,  you  will  now  m&t  yoorMlf  to  reaort  ta  onm- 
UMn  aenae  and  comman  naage,  (Ibi  here  the  Goaati- 
tation  ia  ailent,)  I  think  you  will  find  tliat  a  raaigaa- 

wonld  be  abaurd,  and  that  in  all  eue*  when  a  p^reOB 
goea  from  one  ■ppoiatmant  to  aoaUier  under  the  aam* 
general  authari^,  it  u  not  neceaaary,  thou^  ia  many 

'  HiefaL,  and  Jn  all  it  ia  reapectful.  Leanng  it  to 
Ksavary  only  in  cases  where  the  peraon  wisbaa  to 
withdraw  fiom  the  authority  under  which  he  U  act- 
ing, to  place  liimKlf  under  his  own  or  thai  of  utotbai, 
and  then  it  is  not  neceaaary  u  a  meaoa  of  ti 
himeeLf  Irom  the  employnent,  but  that  he  may  t 
it  quietly,  that  he  may  laTe  bimself  &om  the  aen 
}f  a  court  Is  it  nut  the  nniietaai  practice  and  under- 
itanding  relatiia  to  all  officea  and  appointmeata  (wbidt 
tie  incompatible)  that  the  accepting  the  laat,  tiz.,  the 
bong  Conititulioit^y  and  lagally initialed  into  the 
laat,  *irtuBlIy  diwolTca  or  Tacata  the  fini  ?  Ia  tbora 
an  ezcepdon,  &om  a  vHlaga  conocit  and  oanetaUa  to 
the  Congreea  and  Preaidenl  of  the  United  Btalea  t 

Bappoaetiw  Uaited  Stan 


t  JweabMa  aoraly 
be  a  mHbK,  Md  of 
aMyaalhataaBiitoWriboaM  baaaaScer.Tia^  that 
MptmeaehaU  bohatbataacai  Ihk  naat  hare  beao 
Ibo  wteot  aad  anaalBg  of  tbat  pwtof  tba  etaiwe,  be- 
eaoae,  if  Ibc  adiM  aieudng.  va^  tbA  aa  oSeatahonU 
ba  a  tuanber  until  he-had  fiMaally  raaigaadi  bad  been 
inlandad,  wonld  not  the  •Hrcu^oa,  tnetead  of  pou 
tiag  them  where  tb^  are,  bane  added  tbi 
aeoond  daaee  of  tha  aeeond  eeetioa,  tboi : " 
ahall  ba  a  Repiaaeatateae  who  diall  aot  ban  atiaiMd 
to  tba  aga  of  tweti9.4M  yaat%  end  baait  aann  yaan 


jnbai  of  the  H 

be  Oaiw^aij  of  War,  aaaldbe  aotaaoaptii^ttalU^Mtd 
astn  mptn  tba  diMiaa  of  ^  Wv  PeiiaMeat  auil 
ba  ted  aitbar  aaid  -orwrittm  to  Ike  Homo,  or  to  the 

iet,-ertoaaBab«dy,tbath«NaigMd 

ai^kt  baeo  ban  mmimaApro-tm- 
bad  MiiMid ;  amid  ba  not  act  a* 
SacMlaiy  aalil  tbe  H«ua  mat  and  noMead  ha  tadg- 
naliaBt  Bofpeaa  tba  L^mlataM  irf  Hortb  CMobai 
abonld  AaoM  a  nambat  4rf  tba  Hooaa  oT  BafcaaMla- 
tiret  aa  oae  of  IwT  Banataia,  wmld  tba  Seaato  ictae 
to  lacoiTs  bito  aa  ansb -until  bo  had  proved  that  ba  hid 
aaid, «  aanii  or  writlaD  a  ndgnalum  of  .bia  aaat  then! 
Would  tbey  bave  aloppad  Ihrir  prooaedinge,  after 
haviDg  aafleied  him  to  take  hia  aaat,  to  iHoite  into 
Nchabotl  DoeatheOonatittitionraqairaitl  Doaa 
ananon  asMa  demand  tti  anppoaa  tba  BeaM  of 
RapraaentatiTea  had  oaatandad  that,  ai  ha  had  noire- 
■gs4  he  waa  elill  a  nanibar  of  that  bady.  eaald  ( 
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sai 


XBDBSOBY  or  OOKOBaSS. 


M2 


Oaie  of  Gmtf  MMt^Ud. 


ma  atUnpt  to  compal  hit  alMnbiiMl 

Sappoie  (Im  pwple  ahotdd  «lael  a  Mka  wko  km  ■ 
eallacbv  to  b*  «  Sapnndtalin^  wovU  ba,  lM«dM  (he 
^MliAcAtfani  aBMMnMd  in  tiM  CwMtiintiaB,  bs 
oUigad  toptodoMpNof  Alt  he  hid  wdfiwd  hit  a»l- 


oUigad  toptodoMpNof  All 
lectonkip.    To-wm> ' 


it    Do 
Ha  did 
tt  «r  tht , 

Mill      ItBWriBI- 


«t  to  kotk !  Haj  it  ha  hM  br  mm)  I  It  mtj  laia- 
«a«7.  Who ptviea that  ;«a  dd Bat aaad ill  A*d 
k  Aa  aaaaUiy  of  Aa  Ti  eaWay  to  — d  t»  tha  Bow* 
of  R«pnaentaii*ai  and  daim  hi*  •■€•  aiftaiili»at«t 
atkdMMUiiifivn  Aehi^asd  iMptHaat  daliaa  aa- 
rignad  lite  by  U«  aawtiiwua,  baeMua  fcMooth  a  lat- 
tar  didnetk^an  to  gstonaMjl  AAddoai  Aa 
HwfcaiwtWi  toMtfala  iMa>l>n,'baeat)aatedaaanot 
appmr  dMt  ha  ha«  wriMn  •  fcw  linaa  to  4h  Saoatay 
-CflhaTiaaiuiT  inlbimiBK  1>^  ^ 'frf><  i*  i*  l>i*  ^WJ 
ta  iaaem.mi  what  be  aaMiat  balp  kBArfoR^ifa^.tfaU 
-thepnMaKtaN^eoUaotra'ii  —w  a  Maabw,  nnd'of 
eamaa  «d  toogar  a  oalaaHr,  'tha  Mro  baiBf  iM«Dy«ti> 
Ua  by  Aa  Gonatitntlan,'  whM  ha  haa  awani  la  «■{>• 
)iort,airf  wluA  it  ii  aaupawj  itMiwehlnil  B«t 
•^poaalhs  people  Atold  ohMoa  aoa  who  lad iMen 


niMt'b*atiU  be  caiuidtied  t*  Uan 


hwrwwBawaJ  «t  aaaNia*  wtmaaal  toAa  tMmi- 

■MrtMtrf ait  Ma  dtUa,  airthwhif  thaBaaralMTof 

tha  'Tiaaaanr  U  gjre  tha  ■■mhw  a*«r  mm!  dialinct 

powara!    llTiilhi  "liflln  fninaliiiiiil  la  iiiiwiii  aiH 

-wiAUMidiBK  ha  baa  told  JOB  in  Aa  oath  be  hM  t«heo, 

■ndiftMshiMBalfaBaaMnlwr.tfaatfaabaldanoaAce, 

cinloT  BilHaiT.Mdar  tha  United  atalaal     Haahe 

not  taU  you  lo,  and  daaa  ha  nat  new  dadare  to  yan 

Aa  uma-AiDB  in  milint  1     Mo*  he  adU  ba  i  iiwiil 

aaad  an  wmar,  whaAar  he  agiaaiHa  a««  mndarlbia 

Mt  ^Mctbu  or  nat,  (to  tha  paiftnuiK*  vf  the  dntiea 

,         cfirtfahlhara'WaaBo-aanipeMitiM'allnaedl)  8ua> 

I         If-BOt.    BbaUlhAaAalAaMy^lonlbryHWAertct 

I         nnyiintlng  — leeaera,  and  tha  act  wnawiay  thair  an- 

I         thoiitrl     OnraadinB'Aaak'jnattwilldnd  AalallAe 

,        Jotiaa'ww  pmWinad    Auj  wwaoMigedto  be  par- 


mmirimtmmm  «>  «•  aDBiniiaBiJinm  oiina  «•(  Na- 
il af  PanftHW)if  dana  ■  naaeaWy  to  any  law  Aaa 


VtniriUin4£w«'tb*t«aior  of  Aa  hurofiAaSd 
of  >land»I«t,tlMtC«ortaM*M*d  nder  the  ia>|itaa- 
•ion  that  tha  piMar  of  the  MaaaNnsand  that  af  Aa 
Tiu— J  I^paitOMitt'hBd  caaaed^  rieewliytmairilT 
And  hatiBB  TMtawad  it  wiAant  Aziai  tuj  nwiiain 
aatwn,  «m  i  bovnd  to  want  tt~-did  I  aaoaptit!  - 1 
a^l£d  noti  I  parfonnad  nodniynndar  U.  And 
dees  net  the  my  omiidou  to  p«rft>nn  tha  iMlH 
oMannt toa Tritaal  t» aeetpt a naw  offioa I 

aa  I  hare  MaMd.  A  eanataUa  oHnot  ftarly  and  qni- 
■lly  vaoata  hie  oSea  by  mertly  ebalainwg;  ftom  the 
dutiea  of  it,  oi  by  lafaainB  to  act,  nor  can  an  hiiimui 
or  any  aA«t  offien;  ha  ntoat  ajre  notiea  to  thaMi- 
thori^  that  qvaiolad  Un  of  hi*  inlantiaD,  ar  h*  will 
be  Liable  to  be  aaad.  BdI  emoea  tha  aiMa  eanrt 
who  bad  appointed  Un  oonalaMe  ahonld  appoint  Mm 
■baiiff,  what  than  t    I  lay  be  mart  gm  notloe  of  Ua 


D  Ifaa  taat  <rfBca,  the  fint  ii 


ice  that  ha  intanda  to  quit  kii  caaMablaahip,  whau 
I  inftiBMlion  ia  aantained  in  the  nolioa  of  aoeapl- 
a  of  Aa  aberifiJiy  1  A  j«dge  oanaet  leaie  the 
eh  to  aoeapt  anappoinhnant  giran  bim  by  Hiethei 
atiAmky,  wiAcnt  laagniaf ,  viz.,  YrithonI  riiiOc  mo- 
tiee ;  he  mwt  dteehaige  Ae  duliM  BMased  hiu  antil 
be  girea  notice  to  the  pmon  oi  penani  aathoriud  to 
fill  tha  vaeaney  of  hi*  uMntiMi  (oiriAdrawi  andha 
i«  liable  if  be  doM  nat.  fat  otharwiee  it  wonU  ha  A 
hii  pawar  not  anly  to  nflMa  jaa6ea,  bnt  to  pra>i«nt 
any  aA«  pnaon  Emm  bcinr  maiutad  to  diifanBa  iL 
Bat  Mffoae  the  LagiriaMra  aim  Mato-waa  to  ileet 
one  of  ita  jndgaa  to  be  OevMiMr,  whan -wmU  b»  tha 
neceaMi^  of  a  laagBatioa  of  biaaiat  enlhabaadiT 
If  he  aaae  flwwanl,  and  haiama;  qaaliAcd  aa  Ga«v 
BOTi  all  thay-wMld  or  eonld  want  to  know  iraaJd  be 
iilmhii  hnii  "iitiaiini.  lail  lliat.  luinj  liiifimlhiii 
«MMi  thay  weald,  aa  in  dn^  boo^  woMad  to  UlAe 
*«aaaoy  on  the  bmch.  Si^peae  a  LetUaMM  wtn 
to  -elaet  ana  af  Ae  iadgne  to  be  a  fieoator  in  Caa- 
giiai,  ittronld,  to  ba  inrat  b«  daoovetultr  him  tony 
iMBadklaly  wbethaf  he'intanlad  toaoMpt  Ai'Bmm- 
tonhip  er  net,  Aal  Aay  Misht  pioaiid,  dnriorthA 
MMiea.  to^flU  Aa  TaoaacT,  bn(4t  i»iiol  an  iMpanim 
daly ;  ha'  aayKo  ITiiMtii  a  ■OBiner'a  cBcnit,'dnd 
appear  in  OongMai  hall  an  Aa  Aat  McBdir  ctf  ])•- 
camber nAaiwar^wid  take  hfa  aeat  Uhadidnnt 
-iadg»hieiiiK>nihebwah,ifa.,-aTA>theaflf«id 

-    " '-' '^•AMMUr.beMnlddaMataBy 

.  If  ha  dSd  BO 'tlUlath^  wNe 
.  Aey  wonid  Ul  Ae  itanney;  If  be  di*M> 
totha'Oawaanar. brand  hb  coaBnil  wMU^tUitafw 
ttm.  if  be  did  not  ptb  tUi  natila,  ha-  wooMbe 
banlidto  perform  the  dniy  matil  he  Mnk  Ui  Mtf  m 
Senator,  and  wottld'ba  Uafale  to  bvhnpaadrad  if  ha 
nfiMad  ornagleUBd  udoao.     Warid  Aa  Senate,  en 

Ua  Brnrali  anUr  into-  id  niiiniBali f  hla  eoBdnct ! 

Wo«ld  AafTeqaire  anythiag  iiaeept  an  aMwanee 
Alt  he'wa*  dnly  alaatad  aooaua,  and  Alt  he  eame 
tmiM  Ae  deear^iliBn  of  Ae  lUtd  danee  of  Ae  «mt 
latlale  of  the  Oanelltntion  1  Tliiy  would  not,  Ibr 
lOTw  eft^  State*  permit  Aeir  Btata  offlMn  lobe 
nambaai af  OoagiaM,  lad  aama  do  net:  itii aurt- 
tat  thaM*ie  that  Oongnaa  have  >n0thl«9  to  do-wilh, 
indtheywiMldnotlaeaUa  AeaNrtveato  Inqniiebito 
it.  When  a  Btato  ^eer  faw^baen  'elected,  and  haa 
tabahaaaBt'iae  meUbaraf  Conttiae,  hie  ^Btoto  ia 
bBMd'Wkn»w<itrWitbo>liteliea  ftom  hiv'  br  war  I' 
Mil^attlB ;  yet  U  bften  pMwanta  liflkmHiwi  mi  U 
alwaye  fMpaMM  to  «in  vatice  of  year  imautiMi ; 
thn  cMinat  halphnnriBs  U,te'be-iB,iaa4o  thacAM 
ha  held.  fiBiailir  dead. 

Snppiet  '1  -aweaaoa  whtoa  to  letire  fcom  hie  ^^ 
h«  MOetMign-t  the  TheaaotyDaputoient  maa  h«ee 
nadeaafhi*  iMMian.'in  oidar  to  piarida  that  Aa 
MbNcBifttee  (halt  Mt  ha  iBJuBd,«nd  Ae  mmmIi 
«««  Mid  Blifht  to  ha  Ikhtein  damafaa  if  ha  Mi  hu 
dmy,  the'  MMB  «  if  he  naflaaladili  but  when  the 
Praddenfr  nd  Saaato  hare  aifoimed  fafan  A  a  diftr- 
entiid  iBcwapalMi  ttatian.  ia  not  hia  aeetplanea  of 
ihat^aa^B^aat  notice  M  the  PpMident  Aatheia-ao 
laacaranMMBar,  and  would  ha  net  peooeed  to  *ao- 
OBMid MMlhai to  ill  the vuancy t  WiUknyaMe 
eenlMd  that  ha  weaU  net  or  ooght  nob  Butil  Ae  aaHB- 
lor  had  reaigned!  flnnly  net.  And  ia  not  tha  aaM 
much  atatnger  when  it  u  not  meiely  Ae  ftwitent 
and  Senate  (who  are  bMiervnata  of  the  pe<^}  that 
mite  Ae  appctntraent,  bat  Aa  people  themaehaa  T 
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'  Qae  tf  Oeorgt  Mia^brd. 


Fbbsdakt,  I 


a  of  (ha  mn«  SMler  to  vk  bin  to 
\t  not  the  FraaidcDt  bmnd 
t*  know  and  to  provide  for  tba  noncy  io  an  office 
which  thaj  hue,  brfora  hii  face,  mtie  vacant,  and 
tnada  it  bia  dnt^  to  fill?  Do  joa  taggtat  that  be 
might  not  know  itT  Would  not  Ibf  ComiBifaonarof 
the  ReveDiie,  vrhen  lie  saw  the  officer  with  whom  he 
had  basD  in  the  habit  of  tranaactiog  buaitiew,  aittu; 
•■  (member  of  Congreu.  know  it  ?  Wonld  ha  know 
that  the  olSee  wu  vacant  if  he  law  the  officer  layiDg 
dead  ?  and  wonld  that  be  piunn  than  aeeing  bim  tit- 
tittg  M  •  momber  of  Congreia !  And  are  (hej  not 
•qQaOj  incompatible  eo  long  as  we  have  nataiTe  and 
the  Conrtitntion  fat  ont  guide  ! 

Doec  tba  PteMdent,  or  the  Beentarj  of  Slate,  or  of 
Aa  Treaaniy,  or  the  Cwnmiaaionar  of  (be  Reieane, 
neognieeine  ai  an  aaaaaaotl  Wonld  Ibej  not  Atnm 
iadiiaanUj  on  (he  man  oo  loet  to  evarf  Mtiae  of  m- 
priotj  and  of  virtoe  a*  to  attempt  to  continne  to  boM 
an  office  under  thoir  aboolata  eontio],  aAat  he  had 


•fnaQj  goilty  to  enfleritl  Can  the;,  now  (bat  I 
bare  taken  mj  net  ai  a  member  of  Congrea,  tronoact 
bnoineM  with  me  aaanaiaeaaor,withant  avialalion  of 
the  DBtha  that  tb«r  have  taken  1  Wonld  they  not  be 
UaUe  to  impeachment  for  continaing  m  attemptiiq  (o 
eontinae  a  man  io  the  eseenlion  of  the  datiee  of  an 
office  after  that  men  bad  beeome  a  meiabeT  of  Con' 
grea  T  la  not  thai  one  of  the  way*  in  which  an  oodae 
Execntive  inflnenee  eonld  be  eierdaed  in  thi*  Hooae 
Baildea,  lir,  in  all  caaea  where  it  ia  neoeaearr  the 
a  noignaUsn  ahonU  be  aent,  it  ie  eqnaU;  uecoean 
that  it  ibonld  be  received,  and  a*  important  that  ■' 
aboold  be  agreed  to,  and  all  for  the  teaoMU  ba&i 
given,  iri>^  to  enable  the  officer  to  retire  quietly.  Bi 
to  contend  Ibi  tbia  proceeding  in  oil  rani,  wonld  put 
it  completely  in  the  power  of  the  heada  of  depari- 
'menta,  by  refnang  CO  accept,  or  by  onittiog  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  a  leaiguation,  to  prevent  any  one 
who  held  an  office  ftom  taking  bia  aeat  aa  a  member  <d 
Congreai.  Now,  lii,  will  it  be  oantendcd  that  the 
Preaident,  or  the  Secretary,  or  the 
(neither  of  whom  pretandi  Io  reoog 
aaaeeeor,}  intended,  by  aaying  in  thaii  report,  "  that 
no  reaignation  had  been  received  Irom  Mr.  Mnmford," 
to  fix  open  him  the  aligma  of  baring  vitdaled  the  Con. 
eljtntioa  and  bi«  oath,  and  to  deprive  him  of  hia  nqm- 

.... ,  i._    .__  .....     -,  rf  tij,  R^preMotativo  of 

1  eaked  wl^  the 


DeoHaber,  doee  it  follow  Ibat  I  bald  it  np  to  Ibi  lllb, 
and  that  I  oontinoa  to  htrid  it  no*  !  Doca  my  hiiiig 
held  prore  that  I  do  hold? 

Do  you  aak  wben  I  became  a  member!  Wibandeei 
a  man  become  a  witnea,  or  a  juror,  or  a  boeboadt 
Can  they  become  ao  in  an  iuatant !  Can  yon  aakm 
a  mathematical  point!  Ia  a  nan  married  until  Ifae 
Uit  ceremony  ia  petfbraei],  yet  baa  he  not  piiviUti* 
ai  a  bridegToom ;  and  have  not  wiloeaaea,  and  jaMo, 
and  Kepreeentative^  privilegee  alee !  Wbcn  do«a  a 
quill  become  a  pen  !  Bafcn  you  have  pal  yonr  kaib 
to  it,  it  ia  a  quill ;  at  the  inatant  it  ia  nibbed,  it  it  a 
pen,  and  not  befere. 

But,  aflai  all,  it  may  be  aaked,  what  great  object  d 
State  polky  ia  expected  to  raaah  bam  knowing  iIm 
oSeee,  tbe  time  of  appaiolmeal,  of  aeeeplMice,  and  of 
byperBonawbo  are  nowntembon  of  Ci«- 
InvifionB  pa  '  ' 


known  and  bdd  up  to  pablie  new  a«  au^Mcted  d 
Eiacntive  indoence.  Semeantafblanamj  tni^t  in- 
aiat  that  it  woa  inlondad  that  Mi.  Mnalbrd  Cirbo  vrea 


tation,  and  Itia 


eeUili 


ted  L 


were  at  that  time  OMi  Deeenber)  10  bald,"  and  why, 
by  tbe  anaws  given,  "  that  no  reagnatieii  had  been 
iwened  fina  Mr.  Msmfctd,''  it  m  Mt  to  be  iuArrad 
that  he  ia  yet  in  oAae,  I  eonld  anawer  that  it  wonld 
not  have  boon  piopo  f«  tbe  PiandeBt  (or  Ibe  Secn- 
taij  of  Slate)  to  have  axproaaed  an  amnion  aa  Io  Mr. 
MoBibtd'a  qnaliflealiona  aa  a  nMuber ;  be  bad  aimi^ 
to  atste  tbe  &cta,  vs.,  that  Mr.  Mnmfctd  had  bem 
appointed  Io  an  offloe  hetetolbrgk  and  that  no  ndgna- 
IWB  had  been  received.  He  could  not  wilb  pt^«e^ 
aay  whether  a  reaignation  waa  or  waa  not  nacoaaeiy, 
nor  (when  the  extent  of  tbe  quootioo  ii  andanrtood) 
ooold  it  be  eipectsd  that  be  would  anawer  aa  to  wbe- 
Iber  any  of  the  memben  held  office*  attiiat  time.  No 
iltiaience  ou|^t  tlureCbre  to  be  drawo  from  the  report 
en  either  of  Ibeee  pointa.  SoRioee,  air,  that  liud 
held  an  office  after  the  4th  of  Manb ;  what  ^len  T  I 
waa  not  elected  a>  a  Bepreacntotiva  •until  Angnat 
Bnt  enppoee  thU  I  bad  bald  an  offioe  np  to  tbe  lat  of 


ontofblai 
tMi.Mm 
appointed,  accepted,  and  eetved  to  thi 
tbankfiil  and  laborioue  office  of  prino^  eaaeeaoi,  i 
who,  aitei  having  ao  earved,  had  leoarred,  in  bia  elec- 
tion to  a  Beat  in  Congiaaa,  die  reward  due  only  to  dte 
&ithflil)  ahould  be  ao  held  up.  But,  inaamach  ai 
there  ia  another  way  of  vacating  an  office  heeidw 
dying,  taaigning,  and  diamiawng ;  ae  there  ia  each  a 
thing  aa  political  death  ae  Io  an  office  vritbentpoliliea] 
diagnce  j  and  aa  tbe  «Sc«  which  be  held  baa  bacave 
vacant  in  that  way,  it  would  aaam  to  become  tho  moral 
dn^  of  tboa*  who  have  caat  Ibe  odium  to  wipe  it  o£ 
It  may  bo  eaid,  however,  that  it  wae  not  intended  or 
eipeded  that  he  would  have  been  lovebed  in  ildi 
boMBeea.  Sr,  1  believe  it )  I  am  oonvinead  thnt  he 
waa  not  tbonght  of  when  that  raoriniion  waa  inbo- 
duced  and  paaied,  but  the  ill-natnred  will  not  ba  die- 
poeed  to  view  it  lO  fivorably,  which  leave)  it  to  be 
lamented  tbat  a  atone  ihould  have  been  thrown  in  the 
dark.  Only  anppoee,  air,  that,  inatead  of  looking  back, 
tbal  reeoiution  bad  looked  forwanl;  and  inotend  of 
oaking  (ha  Preaident  to  tell  bow  mea^  of  Ibe  memben 
he  wee  eeor^y  and  nnoooftitalioiiaUy  kenting  in 
office,  (br  tUa  la  really  tbe  qoeatlon,)  it  bad  been  re- 
quired of  Urn  to  eommnnioBle  whether  any,  and  to 
which,  of  the  memben  of  the  Heoee  of  B^Naeanlntivea 
be  bad  pronuaad  aa  upointraenl^  dewgnalnis  tho 
office,  the  time  propeeed,  wbeffier  it  waa  to  be  ^c* 
cepted,  endbowliu  a  right  to  a  aeat  waa   aliM>t*d 

...    ^ u  — .  bavelallanon  my  he«d. 

'  look  toward  fcr  dangw 
Iban  baokward.  Beint  convinced  that  it  could  net 
have  bean  iatended  to  daige  me  with  avrroag,  by  a 
laaglotion  in  which  I  am  not  named,  nor  to  £id  me 
gi^ty  by  a  report  that  doea  not  eay  tbat  I  bold  on 
See,  I  aball  reat  my  caaa  tiere ;  indeed,  air,  I  believe 
abonld  have  paid  a  better  compliment  to  your  nnder- 
lUnding  and  to  that  of  the  Honae,  if  I  baJd  leeted  it 
in  ailenct^  and  I  ahould  have  done  eo,  biU  that  tba 
langoage  of  tbe  leedution,  aflactiog  to  be  the  language 
of  die  flouae,  made  it  my  duty  to  treat  it  with  more 
attention.  Sir,  I  became  a  member  of  Congtea  on 
Monday,  the  let  day  of  Daeambte;  I  have  beU  no 
office,  nor  have  I  diacharged  tba  dntiee  of  any  «nce 
1  became  officially  inibrmed  of  my  election,  aa^  aa  I 
pooaaaa  all  the  qualifieationa  pieacribed  by  tba  Con- 
Btitntion,  I  tmit  that  you  will  ao  report. 
Vary  raeuectfullyi  1  am,  Br,  yoora,  Ac., 

OEOKGE  HUMFORD. 
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AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONaTITUTIOH. 
A  Heuage  wms  reetived  from  tlie  Presiden  I  of 
the  United  SiatM,  iransmititDg  ■  report  of  the 
Secret&rjr  of  State,  in  complisnce  with  a  rFsolO' 
lioD  of  this  HoDse,  reqaesting  informBiioi)  coD' 
ceroing  the  raiiflcalion  bf  the  Staiesof  ao  arliclt 
which  IB  prtDted  in  aome  late  copies  of  ihe^CoO' 
stilutioD,  but  whicb,  it  appears,  aaa  not  yet  offi- 
cially received  the  sanction  of  ihree-fDurths  of  the 
3Mtes  in  iba  Uoios. 

[The  amount  of  ths  report  from  the  DepartmeDi 
of  Stale,  JL  that  the  13(h  article  of  the  atacnd- 
ments  to  the  CanitiliitiOD  of  the  United  Sitles 
hM  been— 
Ratified  hj     1.  Miijlud,  December  3S,  1810. 

Do.  2.  Sgntiic]^,  Jtnnur     31,  IBll. 

Do.  3.  Ohio,  January     31,  lau. 

Do.  4.  Delawaie,  FebrtiiiT      3,  1811. 

Do.  S.  Penanlvaiiia,      Febniur      S,  1811. 

Do.  S.  NewJerMf,        Fabnuuy    13,1811. 

Do.  7.  Termont,  Octobor      Si,  1811. 

Do.  B.  TenaeiMe,  November  SI,  1811. 

Do.  0.  Georgia,  December  IS,  IBIl. 

Do.         10.  North  Carolina,  December  SS,  IBIl. 

Do.  11.  MsMieliiuatti,    Febraarr    37,  IBIS. 

Do.  IS.  New  Bunpihire,  December  10,  1813. 

Rejected  by  IS.  New  Tork,         Mereh        IS,  1811. 

Do.         14.  Rhode  Uud,      Deoember  IS,  18U. 

Do.         IS.  ConnectieoL 
UncertaiD,    18.  Sooth  Carolina. 

Do.  IT.  Tirgiaie. 

Tba  Secieurv  of  Stale,  is  the  coutee  of  last 
moDth,  addreued  ■  letter  to  the  Qoremor  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  to  the  GoTernor  of  Soath  Carolina, 


reqn eating  information  a 


final  deeiticHi* 


br  those  Biata  in  relation  to  this  amendmeDt 
bnt  bad  not  reeeired  answers  thereto  on  the  3d 
initani.] 

The  report  lies  on  ibe  table. 

MoKitiT,  Febraary  9. 

Another  member,  to  wit ;  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolioa,  EI.DSIU  Suikin«,  appeared,  pro- 
duced hU  eredentimls,  wae  qoalifted,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  NavTON,  from  th«  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Haugfaeiiuee,  reported  a  bill  "  to  eon- 
tinae  in  foroe,  from  and  after  the  30th  or  Jane. 
ISie,  DBtil  the  30th  of  Jnoe,  18S6,  Ibe  fbnrth 
parvgraph  of  the  first  seetion  of  the  act  "  to  regn- 
iate  the  dalie*  on  imports  M)d  tonnage;"  which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Newton  also  reported  a  bill  "lo  increase 
the  dalles  on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  iron  in  piei, 
castings,  nails,  and  alum  j"  and  to  disallow  the 
drawback  of  dnties  on  the  exportation  of  powder. 

[The  dnties  to  be  sabsiituied  for  those  now 
existing  are,  on  iron  pigs,  fifty  cents  pec  hundred 
weight;  on  iron  casting  serentjr-Gve  cents  per 
hundred  weight;  on  iiails  four  cents  per  pound  ; 
on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts  excepting  iron  manu- 
faetnrcd  by  loltiDg,  one  dollar  per  hundred  weight; 
and  on  alum,  two  dollars  pet  hundred  we^bl.j 
The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CLAiaoBNB,  from  the  select  committee  to 
Ifith  GoH.  l8t  SSBB.— 88 


whom  was  referred  the  remoBstrdace  of  Majw 
Oeneral  Andrew  Jackson,  as  one  of  the  r«pr«- 
•eotatires  of  John  Denelson,  prating  for  the  al- 
lowanoe  of  a  certain  quantity  of  laod  gnnted  by 
Ibe  State  of  Georgia  out  of  the  land  ceded  by  that 
State  to  the  Uaited  Biatea,  at  a  period  long*  an- 
terior to  said  cession,  reported  a  bill "  for  the  ben- 
efit of  Thomas  Carr  and  oihtnf  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WiLLiiuB  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Major  Oeneral  Jacob  Brown,  which  was  read  ; 
when  Mr.  W,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
said  Major  General  Jacob  Brown,  which  was 
read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Major  Loring 
Austin. 

The  Spbu»k  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Beoretary  of  War,  traasmitting  a  report 
of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Tieasory,  in  relatiMi 
IS  the  Bccoants  (rf*  General  Aothnr  Bt.  Clair,  in 
obedleace  to  a  reeolutioa  of  the  Hoosc,  erf  the  3d 

atant;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SniAKMi  alio  laid  before  the  House  iht 
aiiDDal  report  of  the  Commisstoners  of  the  Sink- 
ing  Fund,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Bpbaxbr  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Commissioner 
of  Claims,  transmitting  "a  report  of  the  facts" 
in  the  case  of  John  Chalmeri,  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  with  the  e*idence  accompanying  it, 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


*. 


COLONIAL  THADE. 

Mr.  FoxsYTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Fori 
Relations,  u  whom  was  referred  to  much  of  .__ 
Prcaident's  Message  as  relates  to  the  commercial 
interooiiree  of  the  United  Biaiea  with  the  British 
West  India  islands,  North  Ametiean  colonies, 
and  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  (rf differ- 
ent parts  of  the  District  of  Maine,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  said  inierconrs^  made  a  report,  which 
was  read  ;  wb«n  Mr.  Forbtth  reported  a  bill, 
supplemeotaty  to  the  act,  regulating  duties  on 
imporis  and  tonnage,  passed  the  27ih  April,  1816, 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  lo  a  Com- 
of  the  Whole.  The  report  is  as  follows: 
coamiHee  to  whom  «m  re&md  that  part  of 
the  Pieaideat's  Message  which  lalatae  to  the  eamnMr- 
eiol  intHMHTse  of  tba  United  State*  with  tlw  Brkiifa 
West  India  i^ands  and  North  American  ecdonie*  [ 
and  also  tha  petitioB  of  the  inhobitanta  mT  the  diSirsnt 
porta  of  the  District  of  Msine,  on  the  mow  •n^JMt, 
report :  That,  by  the  statement  marked  A,  snnejiad  la 
dus  report,  it  a)ipe«TS  that  the  aiersfe  amonnt  of  du- 
ties upon  mercbaudisa  tnnuallj  imported  into  tba 
United  atalea  from  the  British  West  India  iiUanda  avd 
North  AmerirsJi  colonial  pneasminna,  from  1808  to 
ISIS,  excluding  the  pariod  frani  lb*  commencement 
of  the  rostrictiVe  system  M  tbe  termination  of  the  late 
war,  ezcaeda  two  nUJiooa  of  MUtt,  The  ralne  of 
this  merchandise,  upon  which  Iheaa  datiai  occraad,  i* 
supposed  to  ba  sqnal  lo  seven  millions  of  dollar*  per 
snnnm.  The  atatameni  B.  shows  that  the  average 
annual  amonnt  of  export*  to  the  aama  plseea,  princi- 
pally of  dcmeslic  production,  up  to  1617,  exckiding 
the  time  of  tha  operation  of  th*  rs>tricti*a  oystem  and 
of  the  war,  have  exceeded  «x  milUoM 
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tn  Ikoadnd  (hoDMnd  doUan-  Tti«  ilataiMnt  C. 
Aowi  that  is  the  jtmt  18IS  ^a  movnt  (^  dntia  m 
iiiiiT^W"'^'—  impoTtad  in  Auoieui  *mmIi  from  (h« 
Briliih  Wett  Indii  nltndi  and  North  Americm  o)l»- 


«  imported  in  Biitirii  Teweli,  u  oae  to  finr ) 
ia  1816  H  one  to  five  and  a  kalf,  ot  two  U  ele«aD> 
Takiag  tha  ratio  of  1810  a*  the  ba«i«  of  calcolttian, 
and  it  is  believed  to  *S>id  the  wTeM  and  moat  aolid,  w 
paot  expeiience  dtowa  a  eomtuit  diminotum  of  the 
amount  of  dutlea  od  jo*^  imported  in  veauli  of  the 
United  Statei,  it  i(  celitDaCed,  mppouDg  the  ume 
proportion  exiita  in  the  export*,  [hat  Ameiican  tbhcIb 
am  need  in  the  traneportatiou  annuallr  of  a,lT),QSi 
doHara  WMth  of  merchandiae,  and  Britiah  Tewela 
11,8X1,078  dollan  worth  of  the  moat  balkj  artide*  of 
coomeieo,  one  half  of  wliich  are  of  the  greir^,  pro- 
Amion,  or  tnaanfbotare  of  the  United  Siatei.  Thia 
Inoqtider  in  the  adrantagM  of  thii  eomneree,  to  the 
fnjnrj  of  the  natlpting;  intereat  of  thia  coonliy,  ariaea 
ftoM  the  rigonma  aMjbne»eiit  of  the  ootonia)  Qateu 
of  Onat  Btjtain  aa  to  the  United  State*,  whBe  it  ia 
tdKMd  to  all  other  itationa  wb»  aio  ftiendlf  to  iba 
Biitiah  eciDiTa,  and  have  coktlial  poMcaaione.  Tlte 
■ortkin  of  tJM  eomiMice  which  ia  carried  tm  in  Annr- 
kan  Teaaeti  ariae*  from  accddnttal  and  tomporaty  ana- 
peDMODa  of  the  ajalem  wliich  the  Qoveraora  of  the 
I'tfr^*,  Ac  an  peiniitled,  onder  the  pretmre  of  dire 
neceadtj,  to  direct — an  employment  jbr  onr  aaamen 
and  TMMla  precariona  add  momentarv,  rather  irritat- 
ing and  tantaliiing  than  profitable.  Thi*  ioterconrae 
aj^Mara  to  the  committee  in  the  war*t  ponible  etate, 
aa  it  regard*  the  aaTigation  of  the  United  Blatea,  while 
it  ie  in  the  beat  for  that  of  Great  Britain.    Jnitiee  and 

EUc7  minira,  on  the  pari  of  erery  wIm  Oovemmant, 
beat  esortiona  to  aecnre  to  ita  own  eitiMni  a  perfect 
eqqali^  in  the  tianaportadon  of  march andlae  with  thr 


•mod  bj  a  poUqj  nM»e  oontrected,  dnitiag  to  giTe  to 
their  ttavigatorB  the  eidiuive  traaaportation  of  thait 
Mliie  prodn^  while  thaj  daaiia  to  partidpate  in  car- 
rying the  prodneliMu  of  other  oonntriea.  The  com* 
uiltae  are  aatiafied  that  the  United  Suiea  will  nerar 
be  fOTamed  fa^  the  aelSah  Tiewi  of  the  latter  daia, 
hot  Inut  that  it  hai  not  been,  nor  will  it  oTei  be,  re- 
gardleai  of  the  jnit  matiTe*  of  the  farmer.  So  lar 
It  1>  a  dnt;  to  protect  the  navigating  intereat.  Thii 
dot;  can  be  peribrmed  in  relation  to  the  lubject  of 
thI*  report  by  a  MnTentional  rtipnlation  witti  Great 
mtkin,  fermed  npoli  At  htm  of  reciprocit;,  or  by 
legblalfTe  acts,  op«ratiiig  eiclaai* elj  agaioat  the  Brit- 
lA  naTlgator  engaged  in  thii  trade.  With  the  Brat 
node  thia  Hooie  haa  no  fnrther  concern  than  to  know 
that  Aa  other  branch  of  the  Ooramment  haa  per&m- 
ed  ill  duty.  Repeated  and  hitherto  unavailing  appli- 
cationa  have  bam  made  to  the  Britiah  Ooiemtaenl. 
It  ia  not,  however,  aofpriaing  that  they  have  been 
tmancceaaM,  tince  no  adequate  motive  at  preaent  ~" 
uti  to  indtiee  Great  Britain  to  arrange  thia  intercol 
by  e«uventiDn.  The  oBei  contained  in  the  article* 
annexed  to  this  report,  ike  moat  rational  and  r«cipro- 
cally  advantageotie  of  any  ever  made,  may  be  conaid- 
ered  ai  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  accommodation,  which, 
under  the  prennre  of  adequate  motives,  might  be  ha- 
tared  into  a  determination  to  grant  alt  that  we  could 
reeaonablj  aik  or  they  be  expected  to  yietJ.  The 
three  fint  articlea,  with  aome  practicable  modification*, 
wonid,  by  the  adaptation  of  onr  commercial  law*  to 
the  attpniation  contained  in  theot,  eonfimng  the 


a  iWetly  l«  Aoaa  aitidea  Whkk  Ataatkn  werf 
perailted  to  cany,  wonld  ptaoe  the  trade  npon  ai 
favorable  grennda  aa  eoold  b*  expected.  A  wanld,  no 
donbt,  in  •  abort  time,  be  foUovred  by  *  compUtr 
■bandonmont  of  the  reudne  of  the  praaiat  /eaiow 
ayalem  of  exdnaion.  The  committee  cannot  however, 

apraove  the  prompt  rejection  of  thia  piiiawiliiiii, 
a  Iheae  artidn  are  connected  with  aMNLa  aho- 
ther  inadmianble,  without  a  d^aitnre  from  what  ftay 
deem  the  aettled  policy  of  thia  conntry,  in  rriexiai  u 
the  trade  wilhthelndiuuwitfainitBJiinedictlon.  TV 
Bntiih  mimatiy  baving  aaaarad  the  Oovemtnent  Urn, 
theae  articles  were  all  that  eoald  be  granted,  iniabl 
Mrt  with  Ihafr  opinion*  of  the  beat  inlaiart  of  ibi 
Britiik  ennite,  there  ia  no  longer  any  hops  of  eSMti^ 
thia  danraUa  olgeet  by  iMfMialioB.  h  rannmi  fe: 
Congrsas  to  detnmiae  what  comae  b  to  ha  pnrso^ 
If  it  were  possible  ta  separate  the  inleraat  irf'  one  Om 
of  the  comttututy  &om  that  of  anotiwr,  it  miut  It 
obrions  that,  however  btal  to  the  navigator,  the  prosM 
etate  of  things  ie  not  injoriow  to  the  onltivator  of  Its 
aoil.  The  prodnctitms  of  hi*  liJ>ar  are  carried  irifl 
facility  to  a  iea47  maikat,aiid  haiecetvea  in  r«tiim  ml 
thoo*  artidee  wUdi  laata  and  hsUl  have  rendernd  m 

ly  to  bia  comlbrt    Bnt  this  tepatation  ia  impo* 
end  the  neeesss^  connexion  batwaem  th«  twi 
interests  i*  apparent,  when  it  ia  rcmambcrad  that  ibt 

Mtition  of  American  with  fbieigB  navication  e 

itial  to  keep  down  the  eipeoae  of  tnuuportatiK 
always  paid  by  the  cnltivator  and  eonnmer.  If  tbi 
*niniy  ia  not  now  ^iparent,  it  will  nltimatcily  be  U 
*hen  the  total  rain  of  the  navigating  intereat  wU 
lepive  ns  of  the  power  to  remedy  tha  evil. 

The  oommiltse  fcibear  to  preas  tboaa  important  coa- 
sideratiol)*  ot  preparation  l«r  national  ddenc*  as  i^ 
sapartUy  ea«nected  with  this  inanity.  Tbay  fci 
Oat  there  is  on  tlus  point  bat  one  saMimaitl  amoni 
the  BtpresMttatives  of  the  perala  and  k  Am  astion 
Eiperience,  pradenoa,  gratitude  for  th*  gtoty  ab« 
npon  oar  country,  and  the  cenBdent  end  dtUchtlbi 
antldpatioB  of  future  renown,  all  oonqtre  to  msm 
tha  necessary  saerifieea  for  tha  pieaervatian  and  in 
tereat  of  tha  aeauen  of  the  United  State*.  This  ob 
j*et,  to  br  as  it  may  be  prametsd  by  a  particijMliDi 
in  the  commercia]  interoouraa  with  the  Bntish  Am(ri 
can  colonies,  may  be  eftcted  bj  a  trifling  and  temp 
rary  aaertteeoftheinteresttofagrienllnre.  A  riigt 
hneiriedge  of  the  ritnatien  of  the  British  Wc«t  lai, 
ooloniea  anthorBSa  the  peeflion  that  a  oommerc*  '«nH 
ths  United  State*  is  •***ntisl  to  Aslr  paospttrity.  i: 
not  to  their  exiitanee.  Tha  best  market  br  the  lA 
of  IheiT  inmlos  pioduct*  is  bund  here,  while  At 
grain,  proviHons,  and  lunber,  aitides  of  the  fint  necM- 
sily,  recmved  in  return,  are  proeared  on  tonus  inf- 
nitdy  more  edventageona  than  they  are  to  he  had  l«f 
Ibeir  use  in  any  other  part  of  the  weiUL  But  lor  or- 
ea^onal  supplies  of  those  articles  from  the  United 
Btatea,  some  of  the  island*  would  be  deserted  by  thv 
inhthitants,  or  a  change  produced  in  their  agricultuK. 
ruinans  to  their  commercial  iiileresL  The  people  of 
the  Voited  Slate*  are  in  a  very  different  aituatioB. 
The  Britiah  Weei  India  market  is  couveoicnl,  bnt  not 
neceaiary  to  their  accommodation.  All  the  articlt* 
imparted  from  them  can  be  proeared  abundantly,  tipou 
termr  equally  advanlsgeoo*,  from  other  qnanors. 
The  annexed  taUc*.  marked  D  and  E,  show  du 
amount  of  imports  of  the  chief  articles  of  their  pn- 
duet  from  the  British  West  Indies,  &o.,  and  the  pn- 
portion  it  bear*  to  the  whole  amount  of  impOTts  of 
aimilar  article*  from  other  We*t  India  islands,  At 
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Many  U  Dmm  cm  be,  •a4  u»  |««MH*d  Aon  Mh« 

qnKtaMof  llw  wotU,  altk  whidi  tommtnt  in  A»Mi> 
cu  vavali  ia  Mt  n*BlM^  TUdeMndAt  aU  etn 
tw  Mvi^  without  ■  iM<»M  U  lb*  BiitMli  WMt 
India  Mlaada.  aad  a  «ii^  Ami  odiw  naitan  will 
be  obtainad  t^  A*  avphiyMait  af  Anarioaa  wwila 
and  AnanMB  Maaaa,  in  cauMn  with  llw  vaaMl* 
and  Maaen  af  Iha  eMnl>7  ftam  whieh  it  my  ba 
bmafU-    The  aalrdaMar  ta  ba —      -■ 


for  Iha  Mia  «f  Ua  a^ogla,  mnid  laMWilfa  It  iha  alal- 
itj  ta  pB>aua.ltwicaa>DMditiaa.ha  turmtHf  Mteirad  in 
MtiMk  Tkawtontaf  tUadaMwd^andaapMika 
aiaiaara—  rf  Bit  fyi'hn  '-H  ^t— 1 1  iballUaaMB- 
»«»  iowNBliii  w  tba  Briliik  WaM  I»di«  Uaadi, 
aad  calj  aarrMiMt  lo  ite  Uailad  Slatta.  If  Iha 
nil— iria*  •tiHh  bm>  ontr  ba,  ar  am  imaned  on 
Unaa  itfUtalf  aara  adrantasaana  itara  than  aw- 
wbaae  alia,  itUfan  Aej  will  aliU  ha  eanad  to  Aa 
BiiliA  Waat  Ibdiaa,  tf  not  diiaallf  Mdot  a  enf  i 


tme  Utat  tha  Weat  India  lalanw  »n  cajnble  of  pro- 
do^f  all  thai  ii  aaMWty  fci  tbdr  own  ■■Wit> 
maa  i  but  tbM  anal  ba  at  tba  aqpanaa  af  Atit 


Tha  general  naa  and  eaueqaant  Ugh  prica  of  Weat 
India  proclaca  will  inrara  a  conUaBanca  of  tha  naual 
coDiac  of  agiienlture,  and  wil^  aa  heritobni,  oparato 
a  boanlj  Dpon  tbs  growth  af  biaaditnfi  in  the  Uni- 
tad  Stalaa.  In  iavofaUa  aawoaa  and  in  peacafcl 
timea,  Euiopa  aflbidi  *  aarplni  of  hanan  aliment, 
and  anpnliei  aia  lo  be  ibmd  on  tha  Afiiean  eoait  of 
tha  MeStemnaan :  bnt  thaaa  eone  loaded  with  the 
incraaaed  erpenaea  and  the  dangcn  of  tha  lengtheoad 
tnoaporlation  oT  heaij  artiolea.  In  the  ereat  ot  one 
of  IhaM  dMBhting  tataparta,  af  bat  toa  ftagaant  occbt- 
nmca  in  Ihaae  otheiwae  laToaed  refieiia,  deetiejlng 
in  M  inalant  the  laboia  af  a  liCB,  and  acatleiing  the 
hoaidacaUeetadbTptndaneefar  Ihaaobiittanoa  of  tha 
oetonj.dMdMtaee  IhNa  Awe  placM  of  MttafMndata 
—  ""  -  — -  ■  ,  iMpoatiUe.  Tt» 
ftimM  Ihaae  na- 
Tha  mn^iAM  of  tha  pihMtpal 
t  Aa  gnalaat  panleu  of  hai  alo«aa  to 
m  cloaed  the  battel  part  of  tba  fear,  and  U 

__.  , Mbla  at  dial  aeaMtn  whieh  iannallrniaikad 

bjthev  ealamitiaa.  It  fa  believed,  loo.  that  bjlvihe 
tngeat  pottion  of  the  aMvent  axforta  of  Canada  ot 
•  ■   "  •    -.  .     ,  j^  a(a  euiied  from 

I  ba  el  an  linet  a  da- 
extant,  npon  ihia  coantrT' 
iMadon  ia  not  ^odnoed  by  a 
prahibitiDnofibiBdiwatinlareDi--      -  ■'    '- 


it  fglloWB  that  tha  trade  wiB  ba  oMoilaH.    In  thia 


lion  in  whoaa  porta  the  pailiaa  maj,  by  tacit  amnga- 
ment,  meat  for  the  axchange  of  Iheii  ooinmodiliaa. 
The  letwn  caigoaa,  if  of  Britiah  growth,  will,  ondar 
the  naiigation  act  of  the  Uoitad  Stataa,  be  brought 
wholly  in  Americin  Teaicli. 

The  only  qnealian  remuoing  to  be  eiamined  U  *a 
tnlhe  mode  of  effecting  thia  denrable  retalt.  By  total 
prohibition  of  all  interconne,  or  In  baidenaome  charge* 

*">Britlih«aael»I     Thaeom- 

attar  ii  lo  be  pralened,  and 


OB  the  trade,  if  eonfined  It 


The  efiect  of  onaioaa  dotie*  ■  more  alow,  but  aqnallj 
corlain;  the  praianM  will  aoon  be  felt,  and  tha  baw- 
fldal  conaeqoeDcea  gradntlly  follow.  The  alraam  of 
CMnmetee  wiU  eaaily  and  nataiaUy  ftow  into  ihe  d^ 
lired  channel,  withont  the  liak  of  Inoae  dangaia  whidi 
a  Bodden  and  Tiolent  effi>rt  to  divalt  it  might  prodoee. 
A  ahoTl  tine  wQl  proTe  Ihe  eScai^  of  thia  ananga- 
mant,  and  jnitifj  iCa  continnanee,  modillcadon,  or 
abandonment.  It  ii  recommended,  too,  by  tta  &dB^ 
_r 1:_     I,  ^t|[[^  no  itodkar  aHaratien  in  At 


aalgett  «r  lUa  Mpnt,  Iha 
mentitf  State. 


Tdbsday,  FcbriuTy  10. 

Mr.  LowHDis,  from  the  Comniltn  nf  Wb)v 
aad  H«ai»,T^oned  ■  bill  for  tbe  nlMof  Joba 
DUloB,  whiob  wu  md  twiee  and  «oBiB)tMd  to 
■  OoHmiite*  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Lowxraa  aha  raporied  ■  trill  ftn  tb«  relief 
of  JoBu  HuriMHi,  irbloh  mi  rMd  twiee  Kid 
eiMniniiitd  to  >  CoaaiittM  of  tha  Whole. 

A  HaaMgc  wai  reoelTad  from  the  Precident  of 
the  Uohed  St«tee,  in  reUiion  to  fbniahlu  ike 
PieiideBt>a  Huuie  nod  ibe  eareof  the  poUie  mitt^ 
ion  whieh  wm  md  end  referred. 

Hr.  RoBBRTBON,  of  LooiaisDe,  from  the  Com- 
miuee  on  the  PaUic  Luidt,  reported  a  UIl,  anpplo- 
■ie*mry  to  the  aerenil  aeU  for  ihe  adjoatnent  of 
landclMmiii  tbeSMWof  lAiURaiM,«Dd  Terri- 
tory of  Miuouri ;  which  was  read  twice  and  eom- 
mitled  to  a  Commiliee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  loHMBoN,  of  KeDlQcky,  from  the  Cotn^ 
millee  on  Hiliiary  Affairs,  Diaae  a  report  on  tha 
petition  of  a  com^oy  of  laogers,  commanded  bT 
Captain  Jamei  Biggac,  in  the  yean  1813  and  181^ 
which  was  read ;  wheo,  Mr.  J,  teported  a  bill  foe 
the  relief  of  a  company  of  rangers,  vbieb  TH 
read  twice  and  commilted  lo  a  CommiltoeoftlM 
Whole. 

Hr.  Joanaoii  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
ofOaptaioBenjamiDJonnsoaaQilGaplatQ  Henry 
Gist,  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Wbole  last  appointed. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Bdtlbb,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Reroiutioniry  Claims  were  in- 
tirucied  to  inquire  into  tbe  azpedieacy  of  plac- 
ing on  the  penaion  list,  John  Taylor,  a  soldier  in 
the  Rerolntionary  Army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkim,  the  Cooaiittee  of 
Ways  and  Mmm  were  ioatruaMd  to  iaqairo  into 
the  expedieney  of  makJns  prorisioit,  bf  law,  fbr 
Mtendtog  the  term  of  credit  for  dMin  oa  &niet» 
imported  fram  the  West  Indie*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopaiitaoit,  the  Comniltee 
OB  the  Jadieiary  were  instraeled  toiB^aireiato 
the  expediency  of  increasioz  the  niartes  of  the 
Jodges  of  the  Svptente  Coart  of  the  Unit«d 
Siatet. 
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On  iBMioo  of  Mr.  ALix^non  Bmvtb.  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  PenBionsand  Revolutionary  Claims  wMC 
instnieted  to  inquiK  inlo  the  expediener  of  grant- 
ing ■  pension  lo  Daniel  Hr^en,  a  soldier  of  the 
Rerolaiion,  who  recei»ed  several  woondsj  and  is 
BOW  indigent,  and  unable  lo  support  himself. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House,  a  leilet 
from  Ihe  Commisiioaer  of  (he  Public  Buildings 
in  the  City  of  Wa«hiiigton,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
one  of  the  original  deeds  of  conveyance  to  the 
trustee*  of  the  United  States,  for  tb«  gioaoda  in 
ibfl  said  city,  and  copies  of  the  cotiespuidence, 
relating  to  (he  locatioD  of  the  public  offices  on 
the  Preaident'a  Square;  which  waa  rrfeired  to 
the  committae  on  ao  mQcb  of  the  Prcudent's 
HfMagc  a*  rdaies  to  the  Pnblte  BaildiDga,  and 
ths  crectiBii  of  additional  edifice*  for  the  accom- 
BOdation  of  the  Bzeoailv •  Deparimeats  and  of 
the  Attorney  General. 

The  Sfeaxsb  alsolaid  before  the  House,  a 
noTt  of  the  SecreUry  of  State  on  the  petitton  of 
C^e  and  Richand,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
lo  Ite  on  iltB  taUe. 

A  tnesaage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
ikM  (he  Senate  agree  to  the  conferenee  a^ed  by 
this  House,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  first  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap-' 
proprialions  for  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  181B,"  and  have  appointed 
Baoageis  on  their  pari ;  and  they  have  passed  a 
moluiion  "  relative  to  the  dialributioo  of  the  late 
edition  of  land  laws,"  in  which  they  ask  the  cod- 
oatretKe  of  this  House. 

The  said  reaolation  was  read  twice,  end  com 
.  nitled  to  (be  Committee  on  (he  Public  Lands. 
RBMISSION  OF  FOKFEITCRE:. 
Mr.  LowNOEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Wayn 
and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Na- 
thaniel Goddard  and  others,  formerly  owners  of 
the  sbip  Ariadne  and  her  cargo,  which  was  read ; 
when,  Mr.  L.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  ship  Ariadne,  and  of  her  cargo; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
miltee  of  the  Whole.  The  report  is  ai  follows; 
Tbst  the  facts  apoD  which  the  decisions  of  Congiaas 
.  will  piobcblj  de^d  in  this  case  sfpeu  to  be  coitecUj 
staled  in  the  petition,  and  confinnad  bj  the  docunKUts 
which  acconpsBj  it  The  Anadne  and  her  cargo 
bave  been  condemned  u  prize  of  war,  on  the  ground 
of  her  having  on  boitrd,  at  the  time  of  captnre,  ■  li- 
cense which  secursd  hsr  from  moleatatiMi  by  British 
cmiMTs  on  her  TOjsge  to  Spain,  slier  the  dBcIandon 
«f  war  in  1813.  The  object  of  tbe  petitioners  U  to 
proCDie  tbii  retmaion  at  the  forfcitnie  which  accrue* 
to  the  United  BUtes. 

It  Memi  very  certain  thst  the  eiposnre  to  eondem- 
nation,  on  the  priaeiplaa  of  national  Uw,  of  a  toar- 
-diaat  vassel  whid  emidajed  an  enemy's  license  or 
passport,  was  not  fanuallv  admitted  by  oar  profesaan 
of  law,  nor  known  hj  tbe  LegWatnre  when  the  voyage 
in  qnastion  wu  onderMken ;  nnder  aiwh  cucnrastan- 
ces,  the  pstitionera  org*  thst  Ibeir  error  wa*  niuntan- 
ttonal,  snd  thaii  ignorance  Tsnial.  Tbey  ofaeerre,  that 
aobwqneiit  to  the  captnia.of  the  Ariadne,  an  act  pio- 
Jubiting  the  nia  of  Ibeae  licenses  wm  proposed  in  Cop- 


fiesa  and  rejectadt  andtteymi^  add,  tbal  His  re- 
jectioa  conld  net  have  raaiuted  ftom  aa  opnasa  thu 
the  trade  was  nntawlnl  wMiont  a  new 


Ita'  die  a  ... 

en  enmy's  Kcsmse,  to  an  enemy'*  port.  Where  Itie 
EiecntiTe  department  of  the  GoTerwment  ba*  (be 
'- remit  a  Ibrfeitnrs,  it  oonatitatea,  in  the  ofin. 
e  eonnnittae,  in  ordhsaiT  caaaa,  an  etfenion 
ts  legisU<l*«  iDterferenee  j  bnt  it  wetiM  be  htri  Co 
upftr  (hie  psjniciple  («  a  eaae  '»  wUdi  (as  ia  stated  la 
the  lettar  of  the  Seceataiy  «f  (be  Treaatuy  iMA  it- 
eoamaniee  (bis  report)  "  it  baa  bean  ilaiei  mmsrt  ^ 
Ae  haenative  avtberfty  (bat  relief  cannot  be  grsaiii 
by  the  Eieentrra  deMrtment."  Tba  Seerelary  ad^ 
in  the  same  UUot,  that  if  (be  pcataky  lad  becm  wiAsi 
die  jarisdietten  of  the  Senetsey  at  tbe  Ti  ua— ly.u 
wenld  have  been  rssaiUad  upon  proof  of  the  fiacta  m^ 
in  (be  petition.  Upon  the  princsplae  apcm  whitka- 
miaiion  baa  been  orfiniri^  giaatad  bjr  (be  I>ep0- 
ment,  the  coBviUae  nbmit  a  bill  ler  lb*  rsliaf  of  li 


PENSIONS  TO  BOLDI&BB'  miDOWS.  &«. 

The  Honse  then  reeolvcd  itself  into  a  Commi 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "eoneeniiBg  hall 
pay  pensions,  dbc,  and  for  other  pnrpOMs." 

The  first  section  of  the  hill  ^oet  to  eqaaltze  lii 
pensions  allowed  for  services  in  the  Revolutioo 
aty  and  late  war,  and  to  assimilate  the  mod*  o 
paying  them. 

A  motion,  which  was  under  consideration  who 
this  subject  was  before  the  House  on  Friday  liu 
to  amend  the  bill,  having  been  agreed  to,  Mi 
BuBWELL  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  sectio 
of  the  bill,  which  is  in  the  following  words  .- 

"  niat  in  aU  eaiee  where  proviaien  bsa  been  mac 
bylaw  for  five  yeara' half^y  loilw  widswaandeU 
dren  of  officers  and  loldierB  who  weee  Uttad  in  baoi 
or  who  died  of  wonnds  racsived  in  battle,  or  wfae  die 
in  tba  notary  service  ^  dw  {Jnited  BttOm,  dnnng  (i 
late  war,  (lie  said  provisiMt  aball  be  oontiBaad  fee  tb 
ulditioaal  tam  of  five  yeare,  to  eniamsMea  at  As  m 
of  Ihe  first  teru  of  Aveyeersin  each  ceee  fapeclwri] 
mskini  the  poviaen  aqoal  to  ten  yean'  baliipa j." 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Johnsoh,: 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Walkbb,  of  North  Carolina,  u 
Mr.  SoUTHAaoi  and  wa»  luppotted  by  Mr.  Ln- 

ERMOBG. 

Mr.  Joaason,  of  Eeaiucky,  said  he  had  aster 
lained  the  number  of  widows  who  bad  ben 
placed  OB  the  peneion  liat  for  five  yeara'  half-pay 
ID  conaeqaence  of  tbe  death  of  their  husbanc 
while  lathe  military  aervice  of  the  United  States 
Theae  data  would  furnish  calcnlations  aa  acca- 
rate  for  tbe  annual  appropriation  which  wooU 
be  necessary  to  meet  the  cxpendimre,  as  the  du- 
ties of  legislation  required.  The  list  included  t>l 
the  cases  of  orphans  whose  mothers  had  married 
again,  or  died  before  the  decease  of  the  soldier, 
whose  seivice  coostituled  the  claim.  The  wfaalt 
anmber  now  on  the  pension  list,  said  Mr.  J.,  i; 
fourteen  hundred  and  four,  and  the  namber  or 
applicants  whose  pkpeis  are  defective,  and  siu- 

E ended  for  additional  proof,  or  which  have  nu 
een  acted  on,  is  fifty,  miking  together  fourteu 
hundred  and  Sfty-fnur  cases.    These,  at  tlSpti 
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annniD  eub,  the  sum  allowed  ia  ike  a 


9  of  pri- 


■oldien,  if  exteaded  for  Ave  yean  berood 
the  teim  ef  the  preseat  proriiioi).  will  anoaat 
anoaallf  id  Bearljr  $70,000.  At'  ihe  nambei  of 
officers  u  BDaall,  in  proportioD  to  ibal  of  prinui^ 
it  will  be  a  liberal  allowanee,  u  tbe  etlenlatioa, 
if  we  Mtinate  the  Mm  al  $100^000  per  anaaiii, 
which  will  ba  amplv  nSeicBi  to  meat  ih«  claiou 
of  ihoee  wbo  bare  baea  piaaad  on  the  penaion 
liai,  and  whoaa  patera  have  been  paeMHtad  for 
adjudication, 
u  i«  iupoaaiUa  to  asoeitain  ihe  naraber  enli- 
ibe  proTiiim  wbo  bare  not  ret  an^iad 


bat  ii  ,       

whole  DiUBbet  embraced  ia  the  law,  a  rcff 
proportion  Kmaina  yet  to  be  piaeeMad— ao  mull 
a  proportion,  indeed,  aa  not  lo  raqaira  any  terioai 
argument,  or  to  preaeni  any  aerioa*  diffiBolly. 
Tbcaet  providing  for  the  reliefoflbe  widow  and 
Ihe  orphan,  bu  been  in  czialenoa  for  MTeral 
yeari.  They  are  kaowa  t«  be  nee^r,  and  moat 
of  them  have  found  aalire  and  intdl^pnii  friend* 
to  prepare  aod  ptesenl  their  icapecliTe  eaaei. 
Very  lew,  tbeiefore,  remaia  to  be  adjoated.  The 
kDDBal  lum  of  91DD|W0,  then,  will  nndonbiedly  be 
found  entirely  Boffiaient  la  prorida  rfslief  for  tbe 
widows  and  orphaaa  of  fotuiean  hundred  and 
Gfty-foor  pairioiio  citizena,  who  hare  aacrifleed 
their  lires  ia  dafeoae  of  the  eoaniry.  This  anm 
to  each  indiTidaaJ,  we  know,  is  small ;  but  to  tlie 
destitute,  the  helplMs,  the  diseonaolaie  salgceta 
of  tbia  boBJitr,  it  will  prove  an  eaaenlial  bcKeOt. 
It  will  alleviate  ibcir  aSielioaa,  at  but  too  aa- 
vere.  It  will  bind  op  the  broken  hearted  and 
pour  into  their  bleeding  wood  da  the  balmof  ood- 
solailon.  Bring  tkia  nnfortUDaia  groopa  ia  re- 
view before  us;  let  the  image,  noi  of  imaginary 
but  of  real  bercavamant,  and  eotuaqnent  distren, 
be  drawn  in  its  full  magoltoda  before  onr  ayes. 
Behold  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty-foor  weeping 
widow^  and  more  than  a  thonsand  helplea*  or- 
ptwDB,  in  all  tbe  deapoadeney  of  wo;  and  while 
their  sighs  and  groans  p«Deinie  Ihe  heart,  and 
extort  from  the  eye  a  sympathetie  tear,  remember 
that  the  bleeaiaga  of  iDde^adenec,  which  we  en- 
joy, have  been  sealed  with  the  blood  ef  thota 
whose  glotioas,  ihoub  nnliinaly  deaths,  have 
left  these  widows  aad  orphaaa  ihaa  oomfortlcs*. 
They  are  the  widows  and  tbe  wphaaa  of  iba 
great  Amnieaa  family — they  beloDg  to  the  Re- 
public; aad  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  invvide  for 
ibcm.'  They  bava  claims  upon  oar  -  gra^iode 
that  we  have  aot  satisfied  -,  we  are  happy  ia  iha 
retnrn  of  peao^  but  the  widow  remaias  sorrow- 
fal;  BO  elaasof  our  cilizeos  ha*  such  imperioga 
claims  npoo  oar  charity  and  onr  jasiiee. 

If  we  bad  to  tax  labor  and  poverty  lo  mainiaia 
them,  objeciions  might  be  arged,  bni  ihi*  is  aot 
the  casej  the  annnal  appropiation  for  this  desi- 
lable  object  wonld  be  small  >a  oompatison  to  the 
rsrentte  and  present  resoarae*  of  the  aalion.  The 
whole  system  of  iaterital  taxes  bad  been  repealed, 
and  the  revenue  from  the  ditties  on  imporiaiion* 
from  foreign  conDtrie*,  and  oifaer  misoetlaMona 
resonreea,  amounted,  annoally,  from  836,000:000 
to  130,000,000,    Tha  wealth  of  the  nation  yield* 


this  rieh  harvest  witheat  eompaltimk  withoM 
takiag  from  tbe  hand  of  labor  Hm  bread  whtob  it 
ba*  earned.  And  by  this  happy  cooditioB  of  onr 
eoantCT  we  have  resoareea  ■nmeiant  to  dlseharge 
oar  obli^tion*  to  the  aa&eren  ia  the  late  War, 
withoai  impoiinff  harden*  opon  the  peopla  ;  and 
the  faithful  discharge  of  tneae  <^iganon*  will 
giBtify  the  wishes  of  the  Amerioan  people—  ' 
nothing  less  will  satisfy  theaa.  A  virtaona  peo- 
ple, fond  of  liberty,  have  aol  forgotten  the  ser- 
viooa  nof  aaoriSoes  of  thoee  who  faava  fallan  in 
the  seaond  conflict  for  indepandenca ;  nor  will 
the  cry  of  the  widow  be  heard  ia  vain.    Bat  F 


ill  be  nsivumlly  admitted,  that,  ef  tba  have  asaaHed  that  they  have  elatm*  opon  am 
._>...  ._i._...j  I.  .k.i._  ____.li  joftiee]  jn*tuofeqiiiraa  that  equal  olaim*  or  sa^ 
rifloaa  shonld  meat  with  equal  rewards,  la  ^ 
eaae  of  the  wouDded  soldier,  we  have  made  pm- 
viaion  for  him  daring  life,  la  ihe  case  of  a  pri- 
vate soldier,  the  greaiert  diaability,  the  loss  of  a 
band  or  a  leg,  wdl  entitle  bim  te  tba  mm  of  808 
per  annum,  la  the  form  of  a  penaioa  daring  Ub. 
l¥here  tbe  aoldiar  has  fbUen  n  batlle,  or  baa  died  ' 
ia  iho  aerviee,  bis  widow  has  aboat  $4S  per  a»- 
nam  far  five  yean,  providedahe  remains  a  widow; 
for,  let  it  be  recollected,  that,  in  caaa  of  marriage, 
Ibt  pension  eeaaes.  Compare  the  ckim*  of  the 
woiuded  soldier  aad  halpieia  widow ;  who  ean 
deny  their  equal  olaiml  Who  can  eat  I  mate,  tn 
raoner,  the  1ob«  of  linba,  or  tbe  leas  of  a  boaom 
friend  lo  Ihe  female  cbaraetei  f  We  do  not  uA 
for  a  remunenrtion,  but  a  small  aannal  stipend 
for  a  few  yean,  tlMl  pinching  poverty  may  not 
drive  the  (larvlog  widow  nor  tM  balpleaa  orphan 
into  the  streets  to  beg  Sow  bread ;  and  here  tbe 
poor  woaodad  aaldier  would  have  an  advaotaga 
over  Iha  widow,  for  ba  eonld  live  by  the  chuily 
of  the  world,  if  aoi  piavidcd  for  bv  ino  procactiag 
giaiitade  of  bis  country  j  but  ine  destltnts  fe- 
ntale,  the  widow,  would  have  to  laagnish  and 
die,  or,  by  aeeking  the  bonnty  of  the  world,  must 
subject  banelf  to  insults,  and,  in  many  casaa  it 
would  lead  to  mora  disaatroo*  eoaaaqaMcea.  It 
here  appeara  evident  that  we  niigbt  cimtend  for 
a  permaunt  provision  for  the  widow  during  bar 
widowhood }  but  we  contend  only  for  five  yeara 
of  her  widowhood,  ia  addition  to  the  five  years 
already  allowed  her.  In  the  Stat*  of  New  Jra- 
say,  whiab  auflerad  so  noeb  daring  tbe  Revolu- 
tionary war,  1  am  infimnad  by  a  worthy  menbac 
from  UMU  State,  and  a  votlby  piUriot  of  that  rav- 
olgtjoa,  (Ur.  BonTuni),)  that  the  widow  waa 
plaeed  npon  iha  ptmion  li*t  for  life,  or  daring- 
widowhood.  Thia  noble  example  would  be  wor> 
Ihy  of  our  imitation.  Such  bonnty  will  not  be 
extended  in  vain ;  it  ha*  it*  great  reward.  W» 
have  provided  peniioosfor  upwards  of  three  ihott* 
sand  fir*  hundtad  wounded  soldiers,  which  ra- 
qniie  an  annunl appropriation  of  aboai9400,000| 
then  1  hope  ibai  we  siiall  not  refbs*  tbi*  tempo- 
rary relief  to  the  widow  and  her  helphaa  off- 
spring.  We  are  called  upon  annoally  lo  voto 
millions  for  other  ohjeei^-^r  the  army,  for  tba 
nary,  for  fortification^  for  tbe  civil  list ;  tbaaeap- 
propiiaiions  are  eonneotod  with  the  safety  of  lb* 
country.  The  same  liberal  policy  shoald  induna 
us  10  sanation  thia  previaion ;  for  bownver  impo- 
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riM*  nif  dMr  to  r«tt  for  Mbcr  tmitiptteioDt, 
waat  wmU  m  ao  grstabl  to  my  fiMliogi  ts  tkU, 
BBd  iHMW,  in  nycqiiiiioDiwill  pTodnce  Aure  hap- 
pf  eaucqtteseM  to  tli«  eovslfr. 

Mr.  SodtSaw)  Mid,  that  fram  the  ■iraogotiji^ 
■itifHi  mada  a  few  daya  naoe,  when  (hi*  tabjaet 
WM  ondR  conaidetMion,  he  wu  of  opinion  Ibml 
Uia  ■ectioD  wonid  be  «tricken  Ml;  but  he  wu 
oppoaad  to  the  Koiioa,  and  in  &Tai  of  retainingr 
ua  leetion.  It  wte  not  to  mneh  hii  intention 
1*  iaqtrire  into  tba  amenDi  neocanrr  to  »«et  tii* 
object  coDtnine4  in  the  biU^  aa  tbe  juatioe  and 
eqnilT  of  ihn  propeaed  meMore,  foi  theaa  are 
piwcipla  puiiaouDt  to  trtfj  oiker  oonwdem- 
tiM<  In  ngard  to  lb«  lawi  ralattre  to  Ibn  ■»• 
IMncni  of  addiew  br  the  iMe  wnr,  Qovarnnent 
bad  faUlled  ita  oUigntion  with  peifesi  fidelilir. 
Bnt,  said  Ur.  S.,  permit  mc  to  igqatre,  whether, 
in  ptuBt  of  eqDiiy,aU  bai  been  done  that  oorttta 
fan  done,  for  the  r«la«ivn  of  the  deeeued  (oldier. 


Tb«  QomnmMt,  ei  rsther  CoDcte**,  are  rcpre- 
MntaliTta  of  tka  CKSt  maae  of  tb»  fiofit ;  and, 
aa  aueh  nre,  or  eogbt  to  be,  ibn  fallhfnl  f  Btrdiani 
of  thoae  halpleia  widows  and  ftaUe  cbiMicn, 
whMe  btubaBdaandfatharahareponibedia  bat- 
tle^ contttdin^  for  tfae  libetliei  of  oar  eeDMrf . 
I  wonld  nak,  tir,  if  the  aer* icet  of  the  aoldier  bwn 
been  foUf  remrded?  Dew  not  eqtlilr  ^<in*°'' 
■MMlUng  more  at  oor  bnid  ?  Who  onn  fnlly 
tttimaOa  the  nlns  of  n  aoldier  in  anu  in  tha 
dur  of  ianuDent  dngerl  Withow  them,  yi 
pouiitiaiifl  wsfltd  be  naelcBi,  aad  yoar  plteeni 
wndd  bor  iheit  parebmant  ii  mtk 


>,  imarevied 


it  parebmant 
The  pwtiM,  if  I  mar  *>  call  AetD, 
ia  thii  impomM  questirai,  exhiWt  a 
infCOMtuc  On  theoBvbaod,  I*eenpM«erAil 
QoreiMntnt,  a  wenlthj  nutou,  witii  a  tfcaeary 
Ba|>lr  rapieiiibed,  eqaal  to  w  tbe  deraa«dcoif 

ffl' »  aad  kanMnitr.  On  the  other  hand,  1  U> 
weepinf  widowi,  hetpjcM  orphan,  ina  land 
of  pl«nt7,  njrinff  alond  for  bread.  Viawiag,  as  I 
da.  tha  memi  of  am-  warriorB;  thvir  gtoriffM 
aehievamaua  daaiof  the  laie  war;  the  high 
charaeter  whicb  *bii  naiisn  nMaios,  bath  at  home 
and  abroad,  tha  ftnit  of  their  valor ;  I  mtu  n- 
gard  thoaa  man  at  mrtky  tha  natitade  of  iheir 
eoMlif,  and  tha  Beedf  ftmilie*  of  thoaa  who 
leal  thev  H««»  ia  tbe  oMtiei,  a*  eatitbd  t»  tba 
•HaDtiaa  of  the  Gktrermniw.  We  art  aamped 
bribe  boaoiaUegcotleiiMa  from  Eantaclpr>  wIm 
rapMtad  tba  bdl,  thM  «1M,0M  wW  neel  tba  ob- 
jael,  Ukd  coTW  the  whole  espeme.    Miy  not 


la  be  saQed  a  smidl  mm,  wbe*  compwad^i 
tha  neat  and  importnnt  otqect  to  whicii  it  will  be 
aNUed,  aad  the  eouMquwii  beaeBis  that  mnii 
and  wiU  retuli  from  it  ? 

Bir,  Mid  Mr.  6.,  in  monarohieal  and  deapoiia 
Qamnmenti^  ininaliea  aad  oppraaion  may  a»- 
awtr )  but  in  a  RepnbUoiB  dianeM  line  of  con- 
doDt  moat  be  ptntued.  The  interest  of  doBpota 
is  to  Ibt  npoo  the  bodf  of  th«r  Mbjeala  the  iren 
ha«d  of  porerly,  and  bropF^Mon  to  extort  obe- 
dicoce  and  commaad  their  servioec.  Bot  out  io- 
teeetlitto  be  JHt  aad  liberal  toihatelaaaof  citi- 
2ana  en  whom  the  liberty  and  independence  of 
their  obaniry  Mr  much  depend.   Do  ample  jaiiice 


to  rarrinaf  widnwa,  and  they  will  teaeh  Iheir 
aon*  to  revere  the  OoTarawent  that  haaaonrohcd 
thearia  Iheir  Cnble  iofaney.— (hat  oooafr^  whid 
became  their  proiaetor  when  deprived  of  a/arher^ 
gaardian  care; 

The  obwrvatiaaf  of  tha  gvatlemaa  tram  Keo- 
tocky,  (Mr.  JoHaaaw,)  relative  to  the  p^cf  of 
New  Jeraey  at  the  eleee  ri'  ih«  R«vahiUeMrr 
war.  1  iwve  no  donhi  had  aUuiioa  to  myseU,  u 
the  peraoa  with  whoa  he  bad  eonvamed  apet 
tha  anbjecr,  I  coafesa,  sir,  when  I  firat  cut  ny 
eye  cnraorily  open  the  bill,  the  ooliey  «f  the  m«- 
tnre  aeamad  aomewbat  donbml ;  bat,  on  nwe 
CMttiTe  ddiberatioD,  the  priaeiple  of  the  bill  jn- 
senia  itadf  to  mv  mind  in  n  diAreat  light 
From  a  review  ef  the  Revdattooaiy  war,  ew- 
naetad  with  iu  glodeas  cenarManoe^  and  firmly 
peranaded  that  tbc  nmc  apinl  which  netaaial 
the  aoMienr  of  the  ReTolwioa,  aaiBMeed  also  tW 
army  of  the  lain  war,indefenmff  the  rights  thai 
their  raihen  wea,  I  moat  regaid  the  provrstoa 
GODlemplaied  in  the  bill  ai  pwfeeily  saneomiil 
with  jaatice  and  wisdom.  Welt  kaowing  thr 
jnst  aad  tibetaJ  p<4iey  adopted  by  the  Legialatare 
of  New  Jersey  at  the  close  of  the  RcTdatitmary 
war]  having  wititcsied  its  beaeficiri  rffeete,a> 
devaloped  in  the  operatloD,  both  in  refeiion  a 
the  regotar  army  and  the  militia )  aad  reoogiU' 
ing  the  same  priaciplas  in  this  Mil  ai  it  m* 
staods,  I  am  opposed  to  tba  uMion  for  atrikiBg 
ont  the  secaaa  aectioa,  which  has  regard  to  thr 
widowB  and  orphans  of  tha  militia  who  hare 
faUea  in  the  eountrv's  de&aee^ 

Hr.  8.  obaerKod,  that  at  tfae  close  t^  the  Raro- 
lutioaaiy  war,  the  Legfslatare  of  New  Mtmey 
placed  OB  tha  peaaion  Iht  of  the  StatC^  tte  widows 
of  those  who  bad  hUca  in  battle^  M  wha  died 
in  the  service,  aid  ntTe  them  battpayfor  life,  or 
doitog  ibcir  widownaod.  Considering,  said  Mr. 
B.,  the  services  rendarad  aad  aaferinp  endored, 
we  deemed  tha  rewud  not  too  gtvat  for  aa  to 
give,  not  far  therm  to  laceive.  TiM  swawle  war 
ardnonst  the  c(»te>t  leag]  and  (be  prilu  co»- 
teadod  Est  iaMOesae.  Tha  paaaieBe  have  beer 
paid,  aad  tha  dificaliie^  which  were  onlj  ina. 
giaaty,  haw  vanUed.  Tha  annoal  aBMon; 
caUad  far,  haa  gradmUiy  decreased.  Fev  no* 
remain  in  the  lead  of  the  li«to^,  and  hi  a  short 
tJBM  aot  oae  wiU  remaia  to  ckm  ibe  bounty  of 
tlte  Ooveramant.  la  tbispiavision,  erarr  patriot 
of  New  Jersey  is  happv  in  the  reaeciion,  that, 
wiUnui  titjaty  to  oonalras,  wc  have  done  am* 

EI«  jnti«e  to  the  bereatad.  Let  the  aame  coorse 
t  adopted  bf  the  Ctoaerat  Oovnameai,  and 
yen  will  bind  the  affeeiioBs  of  the  rislag  eeae- 
retioQ  to  Ike  QavcrararQt,  while  yoa  give  a 
pledge  of  yMir  baacAaeacs  to  th«  future  defend- 
ers of  onr  ri^la,  which  will  afford  the  maci  per- 
feci  seearity  lo  the  Hhertiesof  the  naiioQ  ^aicst 
all  foreiga  aggressioasL  Let  tyrants  appresa  their 
slaves,  and  campel  them  to  fight  the  tattles  of 
their  oppressors:  bot  anch  a  system  ef  pdier 
will  aot  snil  the  genias  ef  a  RepabUo.  Qraii- 
tode  ia  due  to  the  men  who  fight  yonr  battler 
aad  maintain  yoHr  libcrtlei.  Lata  liberal  policy 
gnide  the  Conneilsof  oar  oatioo,  and  yoa  wiU 
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■Itaeli  brkTerf  aad  merit  to  your  atandard. 
gwti  iha  w'dow  of  Ihe  fallen  soldier ;  feed  and 
nouiisb  his  orphan  children  ;  lei  ihe  QoverniDeD 
become  their  guardiaaa;  impress  these  ideas  oi 
Ihe  public  uiBd;  let  iheia  realize  foui  booniy 
and  your  liberties  will  be  sectife. 

I  hops  ia  Gad,  sir,  wt  may  aent  witoess  tno- 
iher  war  i  but  aboold  we  ev»t  be  so  aofoirtuiuit*. 
b«  aaaured  th*t  ih«  policy  wigfeiled  in  ibis  biU 
will  be  fwud  aalHUry  i  while  a  cootrary  eoonc 
wiil  appal  the  spirit  of  ihe  couoiry,  aod  endMOfcr, 
if  not  eDiirety  subvert,  your  libeny. 

Niae-teDths  of  [he  men  who  fight  your  bailies, 
if  Dot  iDdigenl,  arefarfrombeiogafflueatiniheir 
circumstances.  The  money  proposed  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  will  be  well  applied.  It  is 
DOt  to  be  exported  to  foreign  couninea,  nor  ihut 
up  in  pcivace  cafieis.  It  will  eiicolate  freely 
amoDgyou,  while  it  brings  relief  to  Ihe  distreacedi 
and  when  called  for  by  the  Qoreroment,  will  be 
freely  reiucned  by  those  who  will  have  benefitted 
by  ita  circulation. 

These  obiervaitooi.  Mr.  8.  said,  be  had  felt  it 
bu  duty  u>  make  on  tiiis  interesting  question,  and 
hoped  (he  section  would  not  be  stricken  out. 

Tbe  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  oeg- 
atired,  &«.,  uUimaiely,  by  acoosiderable  majority. 

Mr.  HtTCBcocK  mored  to  amend  tbe  section 
so  as  to  extend  the  continuatiDn  of  the  peniion 
to  molherles*  children  of  deceased  soldiers  under 
slxieen  years  ofagv,  as  well  aa  to  the  widows. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  (bird  section  is  la  ibe  followiag  words : 

"  Tbal  ID  aU  twaa  wban  anj  •oldtai'  of  die  Ntilar 
Army  shall  hava  dU  wUa  in  &•  Mnka  of  Iha  Via- 
ted  Btataf,  in  the  lata  rnr^or  in  lelnniBt  horn*  fton 
said  MTtlca,  laa^ng  a  widow,  muk  wUbw  shall  ba 
matUled  to  ta«si*e  tha  Mm  of  C>i^*«i^  Mian  mtK- 
al^,  fa*  tte  torm  of  flw  ysara,  m  a  faslffar 
aad  in  oaw  of  the  death  < 


lit.  PiHDALL  mured  ta  strike  out  nf  ibis  aMlioa 
the  words  "or  intermarriage;"  whiob  motiMt 
w«B  aiipported  Iht  the  mover  and  Ui.  Tatlob, 
aad  epposad  by  Meiari.  JeuiMOif,  HaiBMon,  and 
T.  H.  Nbuom.  Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  also 
joiaed  in  the  debate  on  the  general  metics  of  the 
bill,  to  which  he  was  opposnl. 

Hr.  T.  M.  Nblsdr  moved  to  amend  ibis  sec- 
tion so  as  that  the  pensions  to  be  granted  by  it 
should  uke  dale  from  ibe  4tb  day  of  lUtAich  last. 
NcMilved. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  strike  out  tita  ibova  sec* 
lion  froui  the  bill ;  which  motion  was  supported 
by  himself  and  opposed  by  Mr.  H«bbisO)I,  aad 
was  negatived  by  a  very  small  majority. 

The  fourth  section  is  in  the  following  words : 

"  That  in  sU  easaa  of  half  pay  panooDi)  embiaoad 
by  thia  act,  and  all  oAar  acta  of  CongtSM  making  pto- 
Tinon  for  halfpaj  pannoni^  Ihe  asm*  duH  aztaM  to 
sU  eases  where  tho  party  dUd  within  mx.  month*  after 
hii  retnm  homo,  of  diaaaaai  contracted  in  dia  ■ervjee 
dadng  the  lata  war  wilh  Great  Britain." 

Ml.  LixH   moved  to  strike  out   this  sectioB; 


which  motion  wu  oppostd  by  Ur.  Baibovb,  aod 

Mr.  CowiTOci:.  asd  was  nagadrcd  by  a  la^* 

Other  amcttdmenta  were  propoaad  aad  nnema- 
ly  decided,  on  which,  as  well  as  those  akeady 
oMed,  considerable  dmnltorv  debate  took  plaee, 
-  Tbe  flAh  section  of  tbe  bill  piovidea  that  th* 
widow  of  any  officer  or  soldier  killed  in  batita  or 
who  died  to  serriea  during  the  Revolntlonary 
war  shall  have  a  pension,  if  of  a  soldier,  of  forty- 
eight  dollars  per  annum,  if  of  an  t^our,  of  oae 
hundred  dollars  per  aiinom. 

Tbe  sixth  aeotion  provides  that  in  all  cMea 
where  an  indieent  mother  has  lost  her  son  in  bat- 
tle, if  be  has  left  no  widow  or  children,  she  tfaall 
receive  a  pension  of  forty-eight  dollars  per  annum 
forSve  years. 

No  attempi  was  made  to  strike  out  these  two 
sections. 

After  having  gone  tbroagb  tbe  deuils,  the 
Commiitee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Wednbbdat,  February  11. 

Mr.  Fbtbk  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  In- 
habiMBis  of  the  sootb-^ast  part  of  tbe  City  of 
Washington,  praying  that  an  aet  may  be  passed, 
authorizing  the  erection  of  a  toll  bridge  across  tbe 
Baetera  Branch  of  Fotomaa  river,  from  Small- 
wood's  wharf.~Referred  to  the  Craimitiee  for 
the  District  (rf'ColMmbit. 

r.  Wu-Liaua  leported  the  ball  from  the  Ben- 
ate,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Isaac  Brifga," 
witbanatDendawnt,  which  was  re«d, and,  ti^ther 
with  tbe  bill,  committed  to  a  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole. 

_r.  SuiTB,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Comnttttee 
of  Wars  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  peli- 
tio*  ^Joho  Wilmoi,  which  was  read ;  when  Hr. 
8.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  ih^  Mid  John 
Wuot,  wbiek  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
'    m  Cummiuee  of  the  Whcde. 

Hr.  HimaiOK,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  Gnat  adin* 
dieation  of  iha  cUim  to  land,  in  the  HiMmiri 
Territory,  of  iIm  ImmI  HpttaeDiaiiraa  of  BM- 
sha  and  William  WUte*.  Gabriel  Winter,  and 
■he  legal  i^meeotMivea  »f  Jaaq  ae  C^ammoisaa ; 
which  was  r«ad  twice,  and  oomraitied  to  a  Coni- 
miueeof  the  Whole. 

Hr.  SiLBBSB,  from  the  Committee  on  Hani 
Affiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill  firom  the 
Senaie,  entiile4  "An  aet  in  addition  to  an  act 
giving  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphan*  of 
persons  slain  io  Ibe  public  or  private  armed  rea- 
sels  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  eommiued  to  a 
Comoiitiee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday,  the. 33d 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mti-La,  the  Commttte*  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  inslrueted  to  iBqusM  iuu 
Ibe  expediency  of  exewpting  from  duty  the  artw 
cles  of  Sicilian  sumbc  and  marino  wool,  impottad 
into  tbe  United  Staties. 

ke  Srnasaa  laid  bafora  the  Houee  a  lettar 
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from  tb*  SMTeiar;  of  War,  tnasmiiliDf  k  r»- 
port,  prepared  io  obedience  lo  ■  resolution  pui  ' 
•t  tke  last  lesBioD,  coneeroiaK  conlrscw  for 
BQpplf  of  fire-ermi,  tbe  expeoaitare  al  each  of  tbe 
natuHwl  armoriat,  and  the  DambFr,  *pecias,  *ad 
qDaiil)r  of  aniw  manuraetnred  and  repaired,  at 
■aid  armories ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  " 
lie  on  (b«  Uble. 

Tbe  engroetcd  bill  lot  the  lemiMion  of  duiiM 
Upon  stereotype  plates,  and  upon  bibles  and  teila> 
mcott  in  foreign  langaafe*,  imported  bjr  locia* 
lies  or  associations,  for  the  graiuiiont  distiibutioD 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
miuee  of  ibe  Wliole  to-morrow. 

PENSIONS  TO  SOLDIERS'  WIDOWS. 

The  House  iben  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  cODcerniDg  half 
paf  pensioDs,  dtc,  and  agreed,  eueeessively,  to  all 
the  amendments  thereto  reported  bf  the  Cam- 
tuittee. 

Mr.  Hakiiibon  then  mored  to  strikeout  the  3d 
Motion  of  ihe  bill,  which  provide f,  "  that  io  all 
'  cases  where  any  soldier  of  the  regular  Army 
'  shall  have  died  while  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  Slates,  in  the  late  war,  or  in  returning  home 
'  from  said  serTice,  leaviog  a  widow,  such  widow 
'■hall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  forty- 
'  eight  dollars  aontiRlIf  for  the  term  of  6re  years, 
<  as  a  hair-]^y  pension;  andiacaseof  thedeathor 
'  JDtermairiage  pf  said  widow,  before  the  ezpira- 
'  tioD  of  the  term  of  &ve  years  from  tbe  death 
'  of  Ibe  htuband  aforesaid,  the  half-pay  for  the 
remainder  of  the  time  shall  cease;"  which  mo> 
turn  Mr.  H.  subsequently  withdrew;  when 

Mr.  Colston  renewed  the  motion  to  expunge 
the  section ;  on  which  considerable  debate  lo^ 
plaee. 

The  moiioQ  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Moona, 
of  PenosylTania,  and  Coutoii,  and  opposed  by 
Measn.  Tatloh  of  New  York,  Holhw,  of  Haa- 
aachnsellS)  SPBHOHn^OMaTOOK,  Oalb,  Walkik 
of  North  Carolina,  T.  M.  Nbloon,  Jobiuoii  of 
Eeaiocky,Bnd  HABaisoit;  and  finally  negalired.— 
yeas  4S,  nays  99,  at  follows : 

Vus— MsM».  Abbott,  Adams,  BsU,  Battour  of 
VnsiiiU.  Batwian,  BlMiut,  Bo«,  Bnrwsll,  CaupbaD, 
Oobh.  Cokton,  Deiba,  Edwuds,  TanjOt,  Oanutt, 
HaU  of  North  Carolina,  Hisbnmd:,  Hendricks,  Baa, 
Holmes  of  CoaBedicnt,  Hwkuuoa,  HnntingtMi,  w. 
Hadsy,  McCoy,  Hsrchand,  Hur,  Uooie.  Oir,  Owen, 
PItkim  (inaiita.  Rhn,  Sooddw,  Skiatunb,  BsL  Smith, 
J.  B.  Bmitb,  Stewart  of  North  Csrolioa,  Stom,  Terr, 
Tenill,  Terry,  Townsend,  TiimUs,  Tucker  of  Vii- 
finia,  Tjiti,  Westerio,  WillUms  of  ConDcdicut,  and 
Wfllisma  of  North  Carolina. 

Naii — Messrs.  Alien  of  Vermont,  Anderson  of  Fenn- 
■ylnnis,  Anderson  of  Kenloeky,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bay- 
ley,  Baecher,  BBlttDger,  Bennett,  Bloomfiold,  Biyan, 
Bntler,  CUgett,  Claiborne,  Comstock,  Vn&a,  Cruger, 
Cnlbrelh,  Cn^msD,  DsrlioKtmi,  Earle,  EllicoU,  Enin 
of  Sonth  Ou^lina,  Floyd,  Folsn,  Forn^,  Fuller,  Oagt, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  HBrrisMi,Heibett,HBrkim(i,  Hitch- 
eeok,  Hofanea  of  Mas— ehneetts,  Hobbaid,  Hunter,  Ir- 
Tint  of  New  YoA,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Einwy,  Klrt. 
Isnd,  Lawyer,  Linn,  LilUe,  Lowndes,  HeLsne,  W.  P. 
Hadi^  If  seen  of  Maaachiwtta,  Heicer,  HeniU,  Mil. 


dleton,  Morton,  MowtUj,  Hnmloid,  Hturaj,  Jeesakh 
NeUon,  T.  H.  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  (Mm,  0^, 
Pelmer,  Psnott,  PaUarson,  Peter,  Pindiyi,  Pouideila, 
Porter,  Reed,  Rich,  Richard^  Sinsgotd,  XoberlMn  of 
Loninans,  RuKglee,  SampMia,  Sarage,  Sawyer,  Atf 
geant,  Settle,  Beybert,  Sherwood,  Kkbee,  SUnkiDa, 


Soathsnl,  Spencer,  Btrong,  Stnart  of  Msiyln^  Tall- 
madge,  TaTlor,  Tompkins,  Tucker  of  Booth  Cinbu, 
Upbam,  Walker  of  North  CsniliDa,  Walker  ef  Kn- 


tacky,    WolUce,    Wendorer,    Whiteside,    Whitnta, 
Williams  of  New  Yoik,  Wilkin,  and  Wileesa  <tf  Pen» 

Mr.  Haruboit  then  mored  to  amend  the  see- 
lion,  by  making  the  pension  commence  from  the 
first  of  March,  1317.  instead  of  from  the  death  of 
the  busbaud ;  on  ine  ground  (hat  it  would  be 
more  beneficial  to  the  widow  and  cooTenient  to 
the  Treasury  to  pay  the  fire  rears'  pension  grad- 
ually, than  la  s  gross  sum,  which  woald  be  pay- 
able under  the  section  as  it  stood. 

This  motion  waa  negaiired— ayes  44, 

Mr.  HiTCBCOCK  proposed  so  to  smend  the  bill, 
as  10  confine  the  pensions  to  the  widows  of  suelx 
soldiers  as  enlisted  prior  to  the  10th  of  December, 
1814;  which  motion  was  agreed  to  without  op- 
position. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  10  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  anJ 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  S5,  nays  79,  u 
follows : 


Ellieott,  Errin  of  Sonlh  Carolias,  Ployd,  Fatnej,  Fol- 
iar, Gsge,  HarriaoD,  Hendric^  HaAimer,  Hilclieock, 
Holmes  of  Massachnsstts, Hnnter.Irrit^  of  Mew  Yott, 
Johnaon  of  Keotnefcy,  Kinsey,  Lawyn,  IdUle,  Mair, 
Mason  of  Uasaadiasstts,  Heieer,  Merrill,  MoMlay, 
Mniray,  T.  H.  Nelson,  New,  OgU,  Palmer,  ParroU, 
Paltersao,  PindaU,  Portsr,  ()uarlee,  Read,  Xinnold, 
IMMTtBOB  of  Lonisjans,  BUsbee,  Blmklius  Ballard 
Smith,  Sonthard,  Spwwer,  Stnart  of  Maiyland,  Tafi- 
madge,  TrimUs,  Tncket  of  Sonlh  Canrfine,  Walker 
of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Kenloeky,  WsIUee, 
Wendorar,  Whitsaide,  Whilmsti,  Williama  of  New 
Yoik,  sod  Wilkin, 

Nxxa — MeawB.  Abbett,  Adsrn^  Allen  of  Maaaadiu- 
■atts,  Allen  of  VeiwonI,  Ball,  Bsibour  of  Virfioi^ 
Bateman,  Bavley,  Bannst^  Bloont,  Boaa,  Burwed^ 
Claiboms,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Cuahman,  Darlington,  Deahe, 
Drake,  Edwards,  Potoer,  For^th,  GamMt,  Hale,  HaU 
of  Dalswars,  HaU  of  North  Carolms,  HsrtiTaack,  Hogg, 
Holmes  of  Connecticut,  Hopkiitaon,  HuntiogtOD,  Kirt- 
Isnd,  Linn,  Lirennore,  Lowndes,  McLsno,  W.  MacJay, 


W.  P.  Maday,  McCinr,  Mardiand,  Moore,  Morton, 
Mnmibid,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Ogden,  On,  Owen,  Fittin, 
Poindextei,  Rhes,  Rich,  Richsrds,  Robertwia  of  Sen- 
tackj,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Scadder,  Bargeant,  Settle, 
Beybert,,  Shaw,  Sherwood,  Slocnmb,  J.  S.  Bmitb, 
Btowsrt  of  North  Carolina,  Blom,  Strong,  Tsrr,  Tay- 
lor, Tenill,  TtRT,  Tompkins,  Townseud,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tyler,  Uphsm,  WMterlo,  Williams  of  Coa- 
necticDt,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilna  of 
PennsylTania. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BtobsBj  under  a  belief  that  the  bill  had 
been  rejected  from  a  dislike  to  the  3d  section,  or 
Bone  other  feature,  and  that,  dirested  of  the  ob- 
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jcctioDkU*  ptsTwiuu,  Um  biUwoaU  pu«,  moved 
to  reconaider  the  rote  jiul  taken,  tut  the  bill 
might  be  modiied  ud  retidered  acceptable  to  the 
HoiMe. 

Thu  motion,  after  aane  diicBnimi,  was  aega- 
tired— syeaS^  noea  86;  aad  the  Home  adjouined. 

Thcxbdit,  Febroair  IS- 

AMciMge  from  the  Benate  iaformed  the  Home 

that  the  Senate  have  jauned  a  hilf,  eaiiiled  "An 

ftcl  for  the  Tetief  of  Mariin  Warner;"  in  which 

ihev  aik  the  eoncnirence  or  this  Hoote. 

The  Mid  bill  vaa  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mbqu&c- 


niAed  each  with  a  eopf  ofWait'ii  Stale  Paperij 
wh  ieh  waa  twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engroued 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  EowAKDa,  of  North  CaroltDa;,  offered  the 
foUowing  resdatioD  for  coniideratioa : 

Rfrofrfif,  That  the  ConmittM  on  Mlitaij  Afiin 
be  inatnirted  to  inqobe  Into  the  expedknCTrf  making 
■ome  pioriaion  for  the  iridowa  of  nich  x^dkn  of  the 
"tii'"  u  died  after  Teachiog  thmr  hemea  in  eooae- 
qoenee  of  diwaaea  eoDtracted  wfaibt  in  the  aemee. 

Mr.  B.  Mid,  that  a  principle  similar  la  [hat 
coQtained  in  Ibis  tesoluuoD  was  coniaiaed  in  the 
bill  which  was  festcrdaj  rejected,  and  be  be- 
liered  a  large  majorilr  of  ibe  Home  were  io 
ftrot  of  that  provision,  out  bad  voted  afpiiQSt  the 
bill  00  account  of  otiier  proviaiona,  highly  ob- 
jectiooable,  which  it  coRUtincd.  Hia  modon  wai 
intended  again  to  bring  ibe  aabjeet  before  the 
Home. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  BABaiaoN  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow 
he  ahonid  aak  leaTC  to  introduce  a  bill  to  eitend 
for  a  further  term  of  five  yean  the  peniiona 
granted  to  the  widows  and  orphaoa  of  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  militia  who  were  killed  in  battle, 
Of  died  in  seirice  doriae  the  late  war.  He  pnr- 
aued  this  conrae  because  Qe  did  not  wish  to  trouble 
the  Military  Committee  with  it,  they  having  al- 
ready reported  favorably  on  it,  among  other  oh- 
jeeia,  ia  the  bill  yesterday  rejected,  and  havio^ 
Bt  present  eitoogh  of  other  buaioesa  on  their 
haada. 

Mr.  SiitTH,  of  UarylaDd,  after  advertiag  to  the 
nofavonUa  Tepott  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hnghee,  which  had 
been  laid  od  the  table,  moved  a  reaolntioa  rela- 
tive to  the  nunc,  which,  after  some  diaciuaion 
between  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Smitb,  waa 
agreed  to,  directing  (he  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  to 
lay  before  the  Honse  any  information  he  may 
poMVM  relative  to  ihe  destruction  by  the  enemy 
of  Samuel  Hoghes's  eanoon  foundry,  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  departmeot,  the  quantity  of 
cannon  and  abol  on  band  at  the  time,  what  mea- 
sures, if  any,  were  adopted  by  the  department  for 
its  protection,  what  time  the  cannon  and  shot 
were  permitted  to  remain  at  the  foundry  after 
being  proven,  dbo. 


Hi.  UoLawi  offered  for  conaiderttioB  the  fol- 
lowing reaolulion: 
Seweimd,  That  the  Prawdaat  of  tha  [Tniled  Bute* 


amJ^v 


Lee  la  the  Cownttlee  of  Foieiga  Beb- 
UQM,  oaiae  at  Fana,  October  S,  177T,  and  abo  a  ItMar 
fi«B  Seitjeinin  Franklin,  Silaa  Dmne,  and  Aithai 
Lee,  to  tha  Committee  of  Foawgn  Ralatioiu,  dated 
7th  September,  1777,  if  nA  letlwa  are  now  to  b« 
fonnd,aiid,  if  not,  that  ha  communicate  to  thia  Honee 
whe^ar  anch  letters  ever  were  raceive^  &a  oontenta 
thereof^  and  in  what  maimer  they  have  been  loet 

On  ini^Qiry  by  Mr.  Fobbttb  into  the  object  of 
this  motion,  Mr.  McLanb  stated,  that  he  wished 
to  have  these  papers  wiih  a  view  to  a  proper  de- 
cisioB  on  certain  claims  of  the  beirs  of  Caron  de 
Beaamarchais.  He  had  understood,  from  aor 
thoriiy  that  he  falLy  relied  on,  that  such  letters 
had  been  received,  and  had  been  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Slate,  affording  more  information  on 
Ihe  subject  of  ibese  claims  than  any  documenta 
in  poswaeion  of  the  House,  dbe. 

The  motion  wae  agreed  to,  turn.  am. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cubbiuii,  tha  Committee 
OB  Military  Afiaira  were  instructed  to  ioquiro 
into  (he  eipedieney  of  making  further  provisioB 
by  law  to  enable  any  soldier  entitled  Io  bounty 
land  who  has  received  an  honorable  discharge  or 
a  military  land  warrant,  aad  is  unable  to  prodtice 
Ihe  uma,  to  obtain  a  patenL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babbbtt,  leave  was  given 
lo  the  committee  on  tbe  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
CaroQ  dc  Beaumatchais  to  exetciae  the  power  of 
seadiBg  for  penons  and  papets. 

BOUNDARY  LINES. 
Mr.  BoBWBLL,  in  rising  to  make  a  motion, aaid 
tltal  there  was  a  aBbjeol  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  which  wonld  probably 
excite  acme  notice  when  the  nneral  appropria- 
tion bill  should  be  reported,  and  respecting  waieh 
Ilia  motion  was  intended  to  proeure  some  iofor- 
matiOB  which  might  be  neeeasary  to  b  cwrect 
tudeiataadiag  of  it.  Under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
certain  Commissioners  had  been  tppeinted  to  as- 
certain the  boHDdary  lines  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  northern  proviaoes.  By 
tha  eatimales  of  appropriationa  sabnutted  to  the 
Honae,  it  appearea  that  the  House  was  called 
upon  to  appropriate  98S|666  to  defray  the  es- 
prases  of  these  Commisaionars  for  the  ptmeat 
year,  of  which  Sfily  ibotuBnd  dollars  was  for 
"eeotingent  enenaeB"for  the  present  end  past 
year.    At  tha  laat  eession  there  bad  been  appro- 

Sriated  thiny-foar  thouMiid  some  odd  haodred 
oUars  for  this  objeel.  He  thought  he  was  per- 
fectly warranted  in  saying,  that  it  would  require, 
under  the  present  plan,  from  five  to  ten  years  to 
complete  tbe  survey  of  the  boundaries.  If  so, 
the  expenses  of  ascertaining  ihem  would  amount 
to  a  larger  sum  than  tbe  object  could  be  worlh. 
There  was  another  point  on  which  the  House 
would  probably  desire  infotmalioD;  which  was 
tbe  appointmeol  of  agents  to  tbe  three  commis- 
siona,  with  satariea  equal  to  those  of  the  Com- 
missioDcts.    Now,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  exaauned 
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th«  diffirMt  uliolm  of  th«  treaty,  »d  k«  owld 
And  io  it  DO  Kottioriir  girra  to  the  CoanimoBT 
en  IB  appoint  ihiw,  ikiwgfc  ■  paver  «im  «b- 
pMMlygiMi.lalheH  tai^pMatMcitlHiM.  Oiw 
of  ibcM  boards  sbo  b»d  oesMd  to  uix,  b«  pf»- 
fMMd,  ■■  tbc  f oittefMo  wbo  had  beta  tk«  Ceiy- 
mlMMoer  oD'  ibi  part  of  lh«  Uultd  S(Mm  «w 
now  a  tnembcT  of  tltis  Hodh;  aoiwithitMiditig 
whfcfa  the  Home  was  ealted  upon  to  appn^riate 
ftir  the  three  boards.  To  ociaio  iaformuioo  on 
lb«e  poiniB,  be  mored  the  following  letotaiion : 
Ranlved,  Th>t  the  Seeretai7  of  the  Treuuir  b« 
diiectad  to  1*7  befbie  thii  Hoiub  a  itatetaeat  of  die 
■one;*  paid  tot  Attt*T^e  the  mmtt  at  tha  Com- 
miaiionan  under  the  fomlh,  liitn,  and  aeTMith  arti> 
cUi  of  the  Treatf  of  Ghent,  medl^hg  the  iteaa  of 
(openditon  aad  tiie  ckim*  at  tnk  tiaa  preaanta'  "" 


The  ifMitn  waa  agreed  to,  netn.  coil 

MUJTAHY  APPIOPKIATIONS. 
Ht.  LowNDca,  fmaa  Um  CMBHtitiee  of  Confer- 


Older  of  UM  a^  MIT,  ba  iMy  to  MrigMod,  apM 
■Mlal  and  iMnporai;  oecMiina.  It  U  baliMad,  im 
tie  aandMBt  fnriMd  hj  tha  nmmtm,  that  Dm 
not  vn;  diOarant  ftom  tUa.  The  m» 
_  . .    .  B  Wai  Dtiiarttnant,  hawMW,  m  mr 

di&nnU.  Tha  coBKaiUaa  of  dta  Honn  iCIhm- 
■entatiTM  conaideT  it  wroqg  to  explain  or  anMd  in 
act  b;  which  nlariaa  or  pay  ia  regulated  bj  tba  {to> 
Tinoni  of  an  q^apriatiDD  law.  Bnt  if  it  wore  r^l^ 
the  Am  d^Mta  lAioh  aeeomd  in  tha  Hoooa  of  Kia- 
raaantatiTea  on  the  Smata'a  rnwndmimtj  aofficianllj 
proraa,  that  dutameadnient  nUcht  chango  ■  littU  the 
gronnd  of  argnnent,  bgt  would  not  loraiinata  Iba 
contraveny. 

A»  an  amendment  of  tbe  law  of  1819^  the  pioni- 
Q  piopoted  bj  the  Senate  ia,  tiierelbre,  Dnaatti&e- 
■7,  and  to  uuUt  upon  an  annoprialian  preriona  Io 
an  amendment,  ia  la  ioaiat  other  that  the  one  body 
aball  oonibnn  lU  approprialioiia,  not  to  ha  own  con- 
aBVrtiM  of  etiiliug  lawi,  but  to  that  of  tbe  other 
bodr,  or  Aal  both  ahaU  adift,  what  both  boUeva  to  bo 
oonatniotian  of  tha  BMontlva  Oov- 


ence  on  tbe  dbagraeiig  T«t«i  of  the  two  Hoaaci 
OB  that  pMl  of  loa  gaiMtal  mi litarr, appropriation 
bill  which  raapeata  cztn  pa^r  to  oiieera  M  brarel 


lUk  when  om  aepai«lt  lerriee,  nwda  ■  detailed 
report,  ttatiag  the  riawa  of  ifae  eomnittee  of  ihia 
Hoaaa  adverM  lo  that  appropriation,  and  the 
animieet  by  which  the  eonfereee  on  the  pnit 
of^he  Senate  agatained  ihair  prefercaea  of  it.  It 
q>peirB  thai  the  oonnitteet  of  tbe  two  Honaei 
pnrted  withoDt  being  able  to  cone  to  an  agree- 
oHot  entb  retaining  in  own  oiHoioa. 

After  the  readieg  of  the  report,  Hr.  LowRnnn, 
lemarking  that  the  riewi  taken  of  tbe  enbjeei  by 
the  committee  rendered  untieceawry  the  attempt 
to  aloeidate  it  bj  ujr  foiiher  renarki  from  kim- 
aaU;  BBVcd  ihu  this  Hooae  do  edhwe  to  ik  diaa- 
grecment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Benate  whieh 
iwopoaea  an  appropriation   for  the  bravai  atm 

Mr.  MaecBB,  angfeidng  that  the  length  of  the 
report  waa  Mch  aa  to  prevent  a  dna  eomprehen* 
aion  of  the  &me  and  aeope  of  ila  reaaoaing  by 
kenittg  it  onee  read,  tberebre  moved  diet  the 
repwt  lie  on  tbe  table  and  be  priniad}  whieh 
motioa  waa  agreed  to.    The  report  iaaafollowB: 

ne  OaniaiMM  appointad  on  iIm  part  of  tha  Bona* 
of  Bopreautatt>mi  Io  conftr  with  a  oaamittoa  of  the 
Sanate,  on  ttw  aabjactef  tha  dia^tsoinf  *alee  of  the 
two  keaaei^  en  the  em»dawrt  of  the  Senate  to  the 
btt  maUi^  appeopciatiene  fa  tha  ndilBiT  iwvlee  «t 
the  United  SIMm  te  Oe  yew  UtS,  ha*o  met  (he 
cenviHee-or  the  Smte,  in  pvananae  of  Ibaii  tf 
peiaanant  They  oawidarad  It  right  to  obr  to  am 
eommittao  of  tha  BaaaU  the  Mowinc  oapoaitian  of 
the  liewa  wUoh  thay  ■awaaed  the  Homb  at  Repae- 
aantattma  to  bare  taken  in  diaaKrering  to  tba  amend- 
ment of  tbe  BMiate,  in  the  hope  that  it  might  atniate 
or  leaaen  the  difficnltiei  whidi  aeparaied  the  two 
Boneei. 

By  the  oonitraotion  of  the  law  of  181S,  whidi  the 
commiUeo  of  the  Honae  of  Ropraaentatitei  believed 
to  be  adopted  by  that  Honae,  the  pay  of  a  ImTet  com- 
nlnlon  la  dne  only  when  the  officer  aiBNiaee  a  com- 
mand to  which  hii  lineal  tank  wonld  not  entitle  him. 
To  andt   eommand,  udw  tba   FnBldent*i   general 


le  onmmiHee  of  tto  Hoeaa  of  Beoieaantntwee 
(a,  that  reject  fin  the  righta  ef  both  Baaaaa  te- 

odna  that  tha  act  of  181S  dionU  be  Mwmtodtbr 
■M^p'fai  meae  peeqaaly,  tba  eomtinganow*  in  wtwch 


_._  _    __    ThebiUwhtch 

panad  tha  Honae  of  ReprcMntative*,  at  its  last  aes- 
iion,  may  explain  the  aneadmoDt  wUch  it  then  pre- 
ftired ;  hit  it  now  iniiati  only  that  the  amending  law 
shonld  diet  dstormino  to  whom  pay  is  dne,  beline  an 
ipcropriation  shonld  be  made  for  its  payment. 
Ilia  cMamittee  of  the  Honse  of  H^neaintitiTea 
Enr  and  Itoe  legirfatkn,  that 


thnal 
bethw 


Mflod,  aAer 


will  not  make  the  greet  auaa  of  neeeewey  apfMoiia- 
tione  while  theia  laataina  Mie  nnproridsd  Ui,  inich 
it  oonridwi  to  be  jprepar,  it  thiows  upon  th«  otbar 
branch  the  neceaai^  of  eanenRing  in  an  appropda- 
tioa  wbidt  it  may  buioTe  that  neither  the  Jaw  nor  the 
paUicinteieatreqniiea,or  tf  sodauetinr  all  the  ap> 
propriatkins  ti  the  Oovemmenl.  The  coouaittee  of 
the  Honae  of  SepteaentatiTea  fa^  that  iho  ^pio^ri- 
ationa  whidi  both  Honaaa  dsen  naeesaary  wiH  be 
made,  and  that  the  appropriition  fa  bi       '     ~ 

-'*'  ■"--  " «ata,wiUbelaftt 

It  to  the  act  of  ISISd 


tpoited  Ihew  amanteent  t^  argn- 

, _T  have  einea  reduced  to  writoig,  and 

which  ^  aommiilae  of  die  Heaaa  of  Bopreaanlatieaa 
are  thoa  endded  to  rooit  mere  wxnratalj  than  they 
conld  otharwiae  have  den* 

The  eonftreea  on  die  part  ef  the  Sonata  admitted 
that  deuUa  might  aziat  as  to  the  proper  oHutracLaa 
of  tha  act  of  161S,  allowing  pay  to  brevet  offioank 
and  that  it  night  be  Ibond  expedient  to  remere  anch 
donbts  b^  an  ex[danatoty  taw  defining  more  prednW 
the  contingenciea  in  which  sadi  pay  shonld  be  allowed ; 
bnt  as,  according  to  the  construction  given  that  lew 
by  the  House  of  ReprasentsdTss,  as  (Mad  by  their 
confereea,  whi<^  aecMds  substantially  widi  diat  con- 
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,,    wd   ts  hm*«  t^ea  p(aw,  and  1o 

contiBva  to  tak«  pImM,  anlil  the  Iftw  *ull  be-  allanrf, 
tk*  M9>toM»  Bf  tbe  HenaM  mn  of  opitiioB  that  an 
afyinjiiliOw  wOom*  Id  cavsr  Mdk  i>ti^M>  ocpen- 
dtare  a^ikt  BMW  *•  ht  iMda,  irilfamt  wailiiif  lor  tin 
paMigi  af  iMk  MphMtMT  hnr.  mrr  did  not  (Unk 
■nch  law  dioald  be  made  to  hava  a  retionaetive  oper- 
attM  HMW-dM  ayptaJknm  legalljiiimmd  ba- 
AMilWptMks«|  lior«MMlbeTpM«d*abowlbspai- 
■■■•  of  nah  •  hw  MvM  l«  dCMnad  BecawaiT  to 
ittmmim*  tka  p(awiB«r  of  wakkif  u  wpnrriaifciii  to 
hmM  w  urfmman  wbM  it  enid  ml  rafvlMe. 
Tbir  adiafned,  Oat  ganndf  it  woald  not  bo  the 


by  ■  prorWoa  in  I 
thtjMvTedOan 


— IM.  Tbat  the  Bes- 


tlM  hw  «r  tsn,  bw  Miljr  «xpNM>t  diB  coBrtnictlon 
•f  tkai  law  wM*  apPMMd  ta  tb*  Smat«  the  e«met 
ona^  and  iwhiUhil  Um  Mifr  tppiepitetad  to  tba  £»• 
chMga  if  oipwidiiiee  tawmaa  panvtst  to  neb 
cMMbwiiMi.  wUA  it  ia  Bf— id  Mr  bo  dMw  •■ 


IM  oAoi.  fld.  If  Iho  otjaatiM  be  to  the  wMda  in 
the  Senala'a  ■■«witwi  wbiob  Mrtriot  tke  epplica- 
tion  of  tba  nn  eypiefriaUd  ta  B«rtiee«perfixned  b; 
brant  efficni  wnm  acting  ia  tlteir  taBvat  iwfc,  tba 
eenfneat  of  the  Senate  voold  tgna  to  airika  mt 
thaae  word*  and  baTe  the  biiiii  aronipdaled  ^'<<^eUe 
to  Mnioea  peribrued  b;  rach  oaicen  Mnertl^t  agree- 
•Uy  to  ttie  teniu  of  the  eatimale*.  Thoaglt  tho  oen- 
fcreea  of  the  Benate  were  witUng  to  admit,  that  geor 
enltj  it  would  not  be  wlTfaabla  to  MnbanaM  a  meae- 
nie  embradng  the  maae  of  appropiiatioiw  deemed 
necewatj,  bj  ioiiitiiig  on  one  of  a  doabtAil  aaturei 
tlMj  did  net  eoiuUet  the  aigiunent  ai  in  anj  dcgraa 


mofdalte  le  aeel  e«cli  e^endkoK  didnet  apfeef  •» 

uwn  of  a  doabtAU  natUNi  and  on  aoch  amM  ibej 


jean  by  the  QoTamnMolt  end  aoqniawed  ii 
graM,  allowing  brarat   offlceii  inch  | 


thereof  eo  long  aa  the  law  contina< 


prtnided  fn  didnot  ariee  ont  of  an;  new  Msatimctian 
of  the  law,  and  had,  at  leaat  In  pelt,  abaadj  accraed, 
they  eowidered  It  the  do^  of  tba  two  Hotiaee  to  pro- 
vide Gr  it  in  the  general  apptopjation  law,  end  not 
InM  it  to  bepte»idedfcth»  an  aetwUchaMjetmar 
nMpeaii  aM  th^  cevld  tee  ne  gtowid  Ctri^eim^ 


ws^  not  «qitdly  amiy  to  any  alhai  aakad  tm  to 
maM  ■■  avpBMitnn  afaiady  inMned  nudu  aagr  law 
that  it  aigU  be  enggMled  lefofaad  anMndi—t 
The  Benftreea  of  the' Senate  ilaled  oplidUty  tiny 


prittion,wilh«Tt«w  efeimrlBg  an  expeaditDrewhldi 
■^-1  eaama  enleie— it  tothe  period  MwhiA  an 
MMy  iMr  NiaiiBg  ta  the  Batter  In  qMetiaa 
be  aapMBd  le  paea,  lad  windi  oiAtMn^ 
■olWtoad  or  oeMelad  by  ettdt  hw.    And, 


altered  eauld  not  be  aiMtly  atcortained,  it  w^  be 
eetinated  with  neaily  the  earns  aecnraq  that  an^  fat 
other  objeoti  are;  mod  Iherelora  it*  oneertain^  »• 
peered  to  them  (o  ion*  no  lolid  (Ejection  to  t£e 


For  the  pnrpoee,  therelbn^  of  proTiding  for  each  ei 

Cidftnre  atone  a«  mtiM  in  any  eTcut  take  placr,  u 
Ting  ttw  two  Booae*  to  act  In  regard  to  llie  mbject 


in  lalnra  aa  each  Aonld  contider  eonec^  widiont  be- 
ing eenrfdered  in  any  manner  eomproit^ttcd  by  tho 
ippoprietlen  Aal  ni%fal  acm  be  made ;  and  aniioni 


le  preaent  year,  i 


'  haTing  baaTet  onm  miwwii,  when  "mr'ri'Tfg  atfif 
*  rale  peata,  diatriclii  or  detach  menU,  legairing  Iham 

■  to  act  in  their  bre*et  ruik,dBriDg  the  moathiof  Ju- 

■  nary,  February,  and  Much,  of  the  p 
<  Ihooiaud  dollara." 

The  committee  of  the  Houm  of  Bepi 
not  conaider  thii  modification  aa  in  any  mttedal  degree 
lueienlng  the  objection  to  the  Senate'*  amendmenL 
Theyehoold  prolong  their  report  imiBaaoBably,  if  they 
wen  (0  repeat  the  annren  which  wera  giTen  to  the 
argmBenl*  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate.  In  one 
re«{Met  they  aeeoi  to  ban  bees  mianndenlood.    The 


eoiamittee  of  the  Senate  cemidey  thMS  ai  admhlmg, 
that,  Bitdw  a  jnet  comtnctim  of  the  hv  ef  HIS, 
axpendilnramDit  befrenuned  tatakeflaoe,aad 


I  thtn  la  notoriowly  a  number  of  oflken,  in 
U^  grase,  maptewrtiOTiably  greatr  wbift  eevft* 
with  the  nnmbet  of  mao  irttan  the;  tiwiwl. 
oaa,  if  hMMt  eOHN  Mn  i«Wed  tfr  addMaa^  pty 
only  whan  tlMir  «mumb4  pa^  MMhnng  Ihaa  M  Mt 
failbair  hnwtiMk,(aii4  Hohiatka  cewtMcliM  af 
the  Senate,)  It  may  reaaoMbb  '  i    I mil    Ihab 


whHa  peaM  ewihniM^  IL^.  •_  v>bib»  ■■  iviuhi 
that  dibteMr«fl>MBl' nak  wUi*  win  lafdn  bnvat 
oAoanMaet. 

Aetbae<»ftteeeef  the  Snuto  thowght  the  o4w. 
limt  vged  by  tbaee  ef  the  Hooavaf  KefcaaeiMBttawa  to 
Iha  eoBne  pwrned  by  ttte  SdiaW,  OuA  k  made  the 
paawn  of  the  h>g«  mu^et  of  amoMiaiiene  In  whith 
loAHenaK  concM,dmiid  apa>  tkrt  ef  mn  in  re-  . 
■peet  towhkh  A^  dibr— an  etgeetlen  iaapplkaUe 
ta  the  intjeot— the  eMnnrilteee  wete  ebHged  to  a^a- 
nrta,  witben  we^g  an  the  snUeet  «f  the  SaMta'a 
•MBdmeM.  The  eemmiltaa  ef  the  HiMee  of  B^te- 
eentati*«B  nmt  that  iMh  hee  been  the  laavll,  and 
have  uriy  to  Vpa,  Iha^  if  they  have  Biitakan  M  Bdi. 
^plied  the  prlncipleB  whidi  oogbft  to  regnlale  the 
candoet  of  Oe  two  Bowee,  en  the  mAjm*  of  ^pm- 
pilalie*  Ulla,thal  **w  erron  may  be  eemeled  by  Oi* 
wiadom  of  the  Hotwe. 
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H.orR. 


Mead^t  Can    MOilarf  Peace  BaMtlMmeta. 


CASE  or  B.  W.  HEASE. 

lit.  BmaatAwt  «all«d  tk«  suw  tion  of  ibe  Hoiim 
ta  a  MMlaiioB  kid  ,oa  ihe  taUn  br  Mr.  Tbimbu 
a  few  daft  Bgo,  and  bow  Irinc  thare.  tocaiher 
with  certain  doenmtnC*  tnoimitud  lo  ihe  Hoom 
^theBsceniTeoatheiafflainbjeer.  Thatiber 
rckwd  to  ■  iDitter  of  (real  imMriaaee,  the  Hodh 
wat  aware,  aod  *o  appeared  to  be  the  ^nifalie. 
Mr.  8.  did  not  mean  to  expresa  anr  opinion  at 
thu  time  on  the  courM  whicn  it  wonid  be  proper 
to  panne  in  rctpeei  to  it ;  bnt  he  would  mt,  that 
it  wat  a  labJMt  on  which  it  bteame  the  Houae 
lo  proceed  with  great  deliberation  and  caution, 
bat  at  the  tame  time  with  firmoeu,  if  apon  a 
dae  czaminilioD  of  the  faeti,  it  tbould  appear 
proper  ibit  tha  Hou^e  should  procacd  in  it  at  nlL 
TbiB  quettion  wa*  of  higher  unportaoee  thin  re- 
qMCled  Mr.  Mead*  meralf ;  as  it  iDTolred  the 
wbol«  qu««ti«a  at  the  eapaeitir  of  the  Oo*erB- 
t»Mt  to  cztead  pnitCGtioa  to  iu  eitizaae—aod 
ccriaifll]r  bo  qaattion  of  greater  laoaient  eoald 
•nr  praeni  itself.  ^aeslioiM  of  tbiseort  might 
aoMMtimet  lead  to  great  naiioiial  cemeqaeaoes: 
and  ought  therefore  to  be  eloeeljrittTMtigated  and 
Bccarately  examined.  It  was  with  this  view  (in 
which  hehadlheeonoorrenee  of  ihetnoTer  of  ibe 
reiotDtion)  he  moved  that  the  resolution  and  the 
documents  relating  to  the  case  of  R.  ~W.  Meade 
be  reftrred  (□  a  select  committee,  to  eiamine  and 
report  the  Acts. 

Mr.  Trimblb  assented  to  thi  coutbc.  It  was 
perbspi  proper,  that  there  should  be  a  report  ofa 
committee  siBting all  (he  facts,  and  bringing  them 
into  one  point  of  view :  and  be  was  gaiitBed  with 
a  eonrte  haTing  tb&t  object  in  view. 

Mettrs.  Sebobakt,  Tbimblb,  HoPKiKaoN,BQT- 
UiB,  Claiboxiib,  Flotd,  and  Siheihb,  were  ap- 
poiaied  Ike  said  committee. 

MILITAHT  PBAOB  BOTABLreHMBNT. 

The  House  thco  resolfed  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  following  resolutions, 
submitted  bf  Mr.  JoBHBoit,  of  Kentucky,  at  an 
earlr  period  of  ibe  scssioa,  and  sow,  far  the  first 
tlaoci  taken  up: 

1.  Snokad,  That  it  Is  espedienl  to  pnmd«,'by  law, 
fa  tit*  widowi  ef  mUish  pf  the  legolar  mj,  i^a 
wars  kOlad  in  batde,  aririw  died  in  senies,  dniiac  tha 
kia  war  with  Cheat  Bntain. 

S.  Seeoiotfl,  That  it  is  s^Mdient  to  pteTide,  by  law, 
te  Iks  disbandBd  and  denngcd  oOoen  of  the  Azmj 
of  the  United  Statei^  who  serred  in  the  late  war 
ngtilM  Orcat  BritaiOf  bj  donatioM  in  land,  via:  to  a 
miita  (eBeraJ,  1,380  acre*;  a  brigadier  fSMrsl,  I.lU 


Cnil«l 


jor,B00a<3res;  

3.  lUtoktd,  That  it  w  expedient  to 
law,  Ume  additional  military  aoademisa,  *ix :  « 
viciiu9  of  Foit  DeaibPin.  in  Bonth  Oaralint 
the  liciBit;  of  Newport,  Kantuoky ;  and  ani 
lidoity  of  Harpsr'a  Feny,  in  Virginia:  one 
the  cadets  to  be  the  sons  of  the  officers  and  ea 
tha  late  ensy,  who  died  in  the  aeniee  of  the 
States  in  the  late  war. 

4.  Ruohtd,  That  it 
law,  an  additioaal  anneiy,  ts  be  leeatad  on  the 


6.  Bettind,  Thai  it  >•  expadiantte  |ce«i^  l^faw, 
for  the  i^eal  of  M  much  of  the  est  of  Doi^MB  <r  the 
6th  of  JdIj,  ISIS,  as  anlhoriaaa  additional  pn  aad 
enwdaments  lo  hrerel  tank,  in  tlw  Any  of  Itw  Odtal 
Statea. 


7.  Mueked,  Thai  the  Hmtaiy  Peace  £al>blii*noX 
of  the  United  Sletae  shall  eenaist  of  eight  thmiMnd 
man,inelBdiBglhacoqi«ofiaialid«^peeTidBd  tkttte 
'  — ' "■-  gensral  ataft  and  tha  ocdnanea 


Ptovidsd,  ai«i.  that  no  part  of  the  Amy  ^m  be  di^ 
banded,  fat  fonasg— ea  of  aaid  radnctiOB,  hat  Oe 


Tka  it  is  sspediant  to  proride,  by  Inw, 
lal  ratlin  fa  eacb  of  the  eommiaaMnod 
officsie  ef  the  United  Btaiw. 

e.  Sttatftd,  That  the  RnMilte*  on  tha  eolyeat 
of  Military  A&in,  be  instneted  to  NMct  Uk.  mtm- 
bradni  ttw  object*  ot  the  faegcing  le 


No  debate  took  place  on  ihcae  leaolatioBs,  but 
iM  qsaation  was  suceosaivelr  takes  on  tkem. 

And  they  were  all  BejecM  except  the  fearth, 
which  was  passed  over,  {ob  aeeouDl  of  infonnft- 
tion  OB  that  subject  baviog  been  ealled  for  from 
tha  miliury  depavtmeot,)  and  the6th,  which  wn* 
agreed  to  by  as  targe  a  majority  as  there  waa  for 
rejeetiiig  all  the  others. 

The  following  resolution  had  also  beea  referred 
to  the  same  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wal- 
KBB,  of  North  Carolina ; 

Boohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  proride,  ly  law, 
that  all  minors  who  were  rogulariy  eniiatcd  in  the  Ute 
or  present  Army  of  the  Umtod  Slates,  and  who  scned 
twelve  months  and  opwards,  and  having  been  honore- 
btr  diacharged,  ahsU  be  entitled  lo  an  adeqnale  bonnty 
of  land,  or  a  conunntalion  of  snch  bounty  u  money. 

T^is  resolation,  after  a  good  deal  of  dclMUe 
and  BB  amaBdmetrt,  in  which  Metats.  Walkm, 
Stobbb,  Cobb,  Sowabdb,  Lrma,  and  Rua, 
took  part,  was  rejected. 

There  M  been  referred  to  the  same  eomnait- 
tee,  on  motion  of  Ur.  CoifBTocK,  of  New  VorJt, 
a  reaolBllofi,  that  it  u  expedient  (o  allow  a  pen- 
sion 10  offioers  of  the  present  etmy  who  were 
wounded  in  the  terrice  daring  the  Ute  war. 

This  motion  was  also  rejected  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

The  Committee  then  roee  nnd  reported  its  pro- 
ceedings  lo  the  Moaee. 

The  qoealioQ  being  on  concurrence  in  these 
several  votes — 

Mr.  Jobubon,  of  Eentackjr,  said,  he  consid- 
ered himself  in  some  measure  bound  to  support 
the  regolatioos  with  some  remarks ;  that  the  sub- 
jects involved  the  defence  and  security  of  the 
nation ;  and,  of  all  the  various  duties  which  de> 
volved  upon  the  National  Oovernment,  none 
eonld  be  more  imporunt  than  that  which  eon- 
eerntd  tbe  oatioaal  defence.    Donations  to  the 


three  additioaal  militaiy 
academies,  at  Fort  Desrboro,  South  CarolinB, 
Newport,  Keatitakr,  and  Harper's  Ferr/,  Vit- 
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giiiM ;  th*  oTgaaindcHi  of  >  oorpi  of  iaTttubor 
oiM  thau»Bd  nBB,  tnd  iha  cUBblishnent  of  a 
uMioikl  armory  on  tbe  Weitem  wilcrt,  are  Che 
prineipal  mfaivret  anbraeed  in  the  proporitisBB 
under  eoKiiderstloB.  Id  the  duebarge  of  the 
solemn  datf  of  [ilaaiD^  the  eoaoiry  in  a  elate  of 
sccDritf  agaiaet  tamioa  and  Tiolence  from  for- 
eign aommnaiiiei,  we  Snd  onreelrea  limited  in 
mr  mcanret,  and  those  must  be  Miecied  leaat 
bardeDMrne  to  the  people,  and  leaei  dangerani  to 
libertv.  And,  id  nakins  propoailione  which 
wDola  reqaire  eoDiidenbte  ezpiendiinre,  I  have 
propeeed  at  the  tarae  tloM  to  rettmeh  other 
aourcea  of  ezpanee  equal  to  the  aata  required  to 
oarry  into  eomplete  opentioD  the  menanrsi  re- 
•ooiDMBded  for  the  adoption  of  the  HoMe.  In 
time  of  pcaee  we  are  called  upon  to  make  pre- 
T«ntio&  for  war.  Roadi  and  eaaaU  opening 
eommnnieatiOD*  bMweea  tbe  bmu  dinanl  imtIs 
of  tbe  eommtinity.  and  leading  to  the  exiremilice 
of  Iha  Ud>od  t  miliiarr  danota,  aneDal*,BDd  mag- 
uinee,  well  famiehed  with  tbe  munilioM  of  war 
and  military  eqnipsent;  fbttiSeatlani  od  the  tea- 


T^jobr  forec,  and,  aoi  the  leaM  importaot,  the 
meet  effleieui  orgmisaiimi  of  tbe  phTsieal  _powet 
of  tbe  nation  for  militarr  parM***  ^  ""'*  "' 
war.  For  cone  ii  will.  We  ban  had  exam- 
ple! enowgh  lo  conriDee  iu  of  ibta,  if  *«  were 
not  fterniehed  with  leaeoa*  of  ezperteaee  from  the 
hictorr  of  war*  nd  tbe  acknowledged  depttrit; 
nt  iht  world.  Perpetual  peace  we  cannot  ex- 
pect, no  matter  how  jnit,  how  rinaons,  how  un- 
ambitions  we  act  towards  other  Feweri.  And 
tbe  fends  mod  quarrels  in  which  the  most  virtu- 
ODs  are  eoottantly  inrolred,  warn  ue  to  beware 
of  onr  own  indiectetions  at  well  as  to  expect  tbe 
Tlotence  and  aggreasioD*  of  other  GoTetnmesti. 
We  must  rely  ofran  tbe  militia  for  the  first  mo- 
maota  of  war,  and  for  ev««y  nvat  ame^enoy 
dnriag  the  war,  at  it  ha*  beea  already  eoneedad 
that  a  laige  mililaiT  eiiablishment  in  limo  ef 
peaee  i*  dangercM  to  liberrj^  and  bardentomo  to 
the  people.  A  weak  aod  incffieieat  militia  is 
aqnally  dangeroo*  to  liberty.  In  the  one  ease 
liberty  i*  deeboyed  hy  a  Cwar,  with  the  iaatrU' 
ment  of  power  in  hie  hands;  and,  i«  tha  other 
eaie,  the  vaM  of  conaert  and  organixauea,  liberty 
it  lest  by  some  innHiing  fonw.  Thcee  dangan 
must  be  eqamlly  aTOided.  An  cfleiaot  militia  in 
limo  of  war  will  very  soon  sapply  tbe  lagnllr 
Army  with  eSOimt  soMiere,  and  in  fact  enoh  a 
fore*  would  only  be  your  militia,  under  a  mare 
dorabJe  form,  with  all  the  affeotion*,  tie^  and 
attaehmenu  of  citizen  soldier*;  thi*  is  the  ohar- 
acterof  our  regular  Army.  The  expioilsof  Jack- 
*on  and  Brown,  of  Bcott,  Ripley,  Oainei,  and 
Miller,  tt  Cbippewo,  Bridgewater,  Fort  Srie,  lo- 
getbet  with  the  brilliant  defence  of  Fort  Harri- 
son by  Major  Z.  Taylor,  af  Fort  Blepbaasoo  by 
Colonel  Cfoghan,  tbe  battle  of  Brownnawa,  the 
defence  of  Fort  Meigs,  all,  and  many  more  will 
stand  a*  monuments  to  the  power  oTonr  militia 
population  eonrerted  into  a  diMiplined  eorpe. 


In  this  military  prepaiation  of  the  popatKum  of 


the  nation  we  must  not  overlook  the  strength  and 
effieacy  of  the  moral  power  of  tbe  commnvity ; 
this  moral  power  ia  indispensable  lo  our  bappi- 
nen  and  safety.  And  we  have  doae  mncn  to 
organize  and  control  it,  that  it  may  bebroncht  to 


the  help  of  (he  Gorerameai  in  the  hour  ofperii, 

, , .  -  iger.    Such  ia  the  proris- 

ion  for  the  wounded  eofdier,  the  half-pay  pension 


I  help  of 
d  difieul 


property  in  tbe  military  service  m  kit  e 
witnout  hia  fault  or  n^leci. 

Bot  on  thia  subject  much  remain*  to  be  dene. 
Havinif  given  the  faithfnt  eoldier  his  bounty 
lands,  It  beeoma  now  onr  duty  to  extend  the 
•ame  bounty  in  donaiione  of  land  to  the  di*. 
banded  and  deiund  officers  of  the  late  Army, 
a*  a  }«i  reward  lor  their  meriiorioui  services, 
and  in  tha  dimharge  of  that  promise  which  wa* 
held  oat  to  them  at  the  commencement  of  the 
lata  war,  provided  they  shoald  aequit  themtelva* 
with  honor.  The  expeetatioiw  of  the  conntrr 
have  been  telly  realized,  the  hooa  i*  demaadeo, 
and  the  people  arge  n*  la  give  it ;  aad  the  claim 
of  tha  onear  is  mora  imporiag  than  it  would  be 
Id  any  of  the  Oovemmente  of  Enropa.  There 
the  military  ptofenioa  is  a  trade— a  permanent 
oocvpation— a  certain  maintenance  for  the  officer 
aad  hi*  ftmily.  In  tha  United  Bute*  the  call  i* 
aadden,  the  service  temporary,  the  par  and  emol- 
nmeniB  terminate  with  ihe  service;  tne  pettonal 
■aarifice  is  great,  and  tnasmneh  at  this  aaerifice 
is  made  for  the  secarity  of  the  nation  and  fn 
defence  of  our  liberties,  the  crisis  having  passed 
by^  the  honor  ef  onr  arms  having  been  main- 
tained, and  rich  in  lands,  the  rewuds  should  be 
extended.  In  cootinnaiion  ef  ihl*  system  of 
atrengtfacuing  aad  organiziB^  this  moral  power/ 
1  have  propoeed  the  corps  of  invalid*,  who  are  to 
perform  stntionaTy  service,  while  we  diicbarge 
Iba  debt  of  gmtiivda  to  those  who  have  fought 
tbe  battle*  or  tba  country  and  seevred  to  n*  the 
eaioyment  of  am  independence. 

But  it  ia  indiapcasaue  that  your  militia  shontd 
be  bated  npon  military  science,  and,  fot  the  pnr- 
poee  of  military  edueation,  I  have  pfopoeed  mili- 
tary aeademka.  Tha  claasiAaatiaQ  or  your  mili- 
tia, tha  dilFasioa  of  military  soleBce,  the  pbyrfcal 
power  of  the  Btalce,  aaimaiad  by  the  apirit  of 
[iberty,  would  preeaat  a  diiald  to  the  eountry. 


power  of  the  Btalce,  aaimaiad  by  the  apirit  of 
liberty,  would  preeaat  a  diiaH  to  the  eountry. 
Thi*  cneap  mode  af  military  preparation  in  time 
of  peace  for  tbe  period  of  war  would  have  thi* 
atber  great  advavUM  of  strenKtbealn^  the  arm 
of  Ooverament  witBoat  any  of  ihe  evil*  or  de- 
moralising effeeu  of  large  euoding  farces  in 
peaoe.  If  I  were  to  hazard  an  opinion,  I  should 
say,  that  each  miliury  academy,  well  organized, 
would  be  equal  to  an  army  of  twenty  thousand 
men  wilboat  inenrriDS  the  expense  ef  a  thon> 
•and.  Bkitfnl  geneiab  and  *tiDordinate  officer*, 
will  alway*  command  cfficieal  furcas.  We  oal^ 
weal  seieatiiic  officer*  and  practical  men  of  engi- 
neer*, artillcriBt*,  ite.,  at  the  bead  of  onr  armies, 
iu  time  of  war,  to  make  them  inviueible.  We 
have  a  memorable  example  of  the  inilh  of  this 
awanios  in  tha  eommcaoamwit  of  the  Ptaaob 
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aiSTosT  or  coiCQaBflB. 


an 


JUmtmry  Ptke*  EmaUUmu/ii. 


rUKSUT.t 


Tsrolutioo,  wIkd  the  French  utlilic,  eaiittallvd 
anil  diicipliaed  by  o£o«ra  well  ikillcd  in  the 
miliuty  art  at  ihe  rarioui  miliury  tohaola  in 
crery  part  of  France,  were  too  powerful  for  the 
combined  reteraa  iroopa  of  Austria,  Pruetia,  aai 
olbet  Powers  of  Europe.  The  spirit  of  liberty, 
ooDtroUed  b^  iatelligeDt  trfSoers,  made  the  French 
army  viclorioui  in  erery  coafljct.  We  ere  taught 
br  the  bittoiy  of  DBtioni,  thai  a  pewle  may  pos- 
aeii  the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  not  lae  BMani  «r 
Itae  power  to  maiaiain  it  agaidtt  lb«  ea«TOBch- 
meoisoftyranDy.  The  aboriginal  inbabitantHor 
America,  and  leu  aivilieed  Dationa  thaa  the 
United  Suiet,  are  wariiori  from  habit,  aad  is- 
nred  to  toili  to  which  we  are  atranEers ;  eooalant 
exposure  to  cold,  bunfer,  and  the  oae  of  the  rifle, 
or  lome  other  warlike  weapon,  prepares  them  for 
the  fatigue*  of  a  campaign,  and  (he  dangers  of  a 
battle.  In  such  a  case  the  sane  milliary  prepar- 
atiqn  u  not  requisite. 

In  case  of  war  we  ranit  b«  iuTolfedwilh  some 
of  the  nations  of  Earope.  Their  power  and  aU' 
tbority  rest  u^n  the  basis  of  large  suading  ar- 
mies;  and,  a*  the  United  State*  nMuntaina  its 
aaihoriiy  bjr  restiag  U|Ma  (he  coBfidance  and 
afiections  at  its  eiiiiens,  in  ease  of  war,  onr  mili- 
tia, our  citizens,  must  come  into  direct  conflict 
with  the  regular  army  and  veMran  troops  of  Bn- 
rnjw.  Miliury  prepatatum  .is  naw  nueh  atoie 
important  than  it  was  previous  to  the  Amertean 
Reroiuaofi.  The  early  tetUemeat  of  the  coun- 
try,  the  ordinary  punitiu  and  athletic  exarnisea  of 
the  inhabitants,  prepared  them  for  the  fatigue* 
and  dangers  of  a  miliUry  lit«.  In  the  progtma  of 
society,  moral  and  physical  causes  more  or  tcai 
impair  or  enertale  this  character  for  miiiuiy  en- 
Uiptise  andgloiy.  These  canee*,  moral  aadphy- 
t  aieal,  can  and  should  be  eoaatcneted  by  other 
cauEM  equally  poweiftiL  In  monarehieal  and 
other  absoJute  aorernments,  tka  mcmarcb  or  dea- 
poi  has  DO  intewu  in  reeting  upon  an  armed  pop- 
ulation for  defence;  banee  (haiacreaaeof  towns 
and  cities,  popolauon  and  riches.  The  piimui  of 
wealth  iaifodueeii  Inznry  aad  efilMninacy,  and 
destroys  the  capacity  of  the  people  for  martial 
exploits.  The  anopttoaB  lo  these  coBstqacMes 
do  not  ianJidaia  the  (roth  of  the  dcelaration.  In 
the  United  Suics,  where  the  gfot  maN  of  the 
PfopU  are  indasdion*  aad  laborious  farvMcs, 
lauaiactiirers,  aad  machaBica,  aad  eaterpriaing 
UwesDMB,  who  miM  batbe  main  rvliaaee  in  de- 
fence of  their  own  rights,  aad  compos^  prtoci- 
pally,  the  militia  of  the  State*,  (base  deletattMUi 
effects  cannot  result  under  oor  free  iuetitntioBs, 
if  ptcparatery  and  precaniioeary  measnre*  are 
taken  by  the  National  Legislatare.  It  is  very 
iaieiesdng  to  obacrve  the  changes  whieh  hare 
uken  place  in  the  art  of  war.  In  rery  early  times, 
aad  before  the  asa  of  gunpowder  aad  fire-arms, 
the  eitiaens  were  eaUed  upon  todefend  their  own 
(erritotv,  or  invade  others,  wilhoui  compensa- 
tion. A  campaign  generally  eiMled  the  contest. 
As  men  muliiplud,  and  society  increased,  the 
citizen  soldier  was  paid  for  his  sarrices ;  and, 
even  as  early  as  the  ages  of  the  Grecian  Repnb- 
iie^  Urge  atmits  war*  kmpt  ia  parpetaal  eiaiMor- 


mant,  and  nid  by  la»a  upan  iba  pe*^.  Aad 
we  are  tauglil  ihia  fatal  lesean,  (bat,  u  «T«iy  gmt 
revoluiioa  of  which  we  read  in  hiaterr,  a  ami* 
iflg  army  has  been  the  &ilal  aad  blotit^  itwtrti- 
ntent  which  has  beeu  need  in  tba  hanii  ef  anbiV 
tions  men,  by  which  it  baa  been  cSecied.   Tke 

rest  army  of  retwan  iroopo,  comaiaaM  by 
bilip  of  Macedon.  not  only  deaiolished  lbs 
Persian  raonaivby,  but  the  libartia*  of  Oreeet; 
the  well  organiied  and  sallaat  militia  of  Orecec 
were  conqoared  and  dbpersed  in  the  eoaftict. 
The  existence  of  Roma  was  threairaed  by  lbs 
veieraos  under  Haaoibal,  until  (he  RomaB  Biliiia 
were  aonrerted  into  a  diseipliaad  force.  The 
ruin  of  Carthage  and  (he  eleraiion  of  Rome, 
was  effeoted  bj  ibis  well  organiaad  forqe,  uodci 
Saipio,  who  gained  the  victory  aver  BaoBibal  at 
Zama,  by  the  superiority  of  tha  disoipliae  of  iui 
forae*.  The  army,  whiab  decided  the  &ic  of  Car- 
thage, was  retained  ia  service,  and  t^  Rotaan 
forees,  afiM  ibis  eoauaaed  to  be  priadaaJlr  a 
standing  army,  eonqiiariog  aU  tlH  kiagttome  of 
the  aartli,  aad  the  existeaae  of  Botaaa  UWtly 
and  the  power  of  Rome  were  at  laa(  destooyed 
by  this  steading  armv  in  tlie  baada  «f  Cmst. 
After  tha  aofar  vaion  of  the  Ronaa  pawer,  Bacope 
was  divided  into  praTJnct*  aad  petty  ktaigdonaa 
and  by  changing  tbe  meanssf  war,  from  the  fandal 
militia  to  •tandins  armies,  all  (be  aMaareltiea  of 
Europe  were  established,  aad  Iha  meaas  of  aelf- 
government  taken  from  the  people.  Thaae  re- 
marks are  made  to  prove  the  aeeeesity  af  always 
depending  upua  the  papulatioa  of  a  eoaatry  for 
iU  pcceetvation  and  liberty,  and  the  aeeesaitv  of 
I  prepaiatiou  ia  peae*  for  (he  period  of  war.  TAe 
OreeiaD  RepuMics  iiuirad  tVe  cttiaeas  lo  gym- 
naatio  exeieises,  and  tha  Romans  bad  the  Cam* 
pusMariius;  bat,in.«a*tof  (ha State*, the  una- 
ter  of  oor  militia  is  merely  aominal.  War  has 
changed  its  ebaraetav— it  i*  mora  obstinate  aad 
more  uoady— we  taaat  eaamina  its  character,  and 
prepare  aeoordiagLy  I  it  baa  beeome  an  an ;  it 
caaaoi  be  la«c^  >■>  '  <^yt  ■>  involves  aaany 
bmaebaa  of  acioBee,  The  wealth,  the  happin^w, 
(hepower,and  the  freedom  of  the  United  Slates 
ezcitatheenmityaad  hatred ofoiberPewera, aad 
of  eonrse  we  are  mare  likely  (o  be  embroiled  than 
aayotlfeer  aaiioo ;  (bBn,kinB  rest  upon  tbediffusion 
of  military  knawladge  andaeiaDoa  aatoag  the  peo- 
ple; the  daseification  of  tlia  militia,  the  ittoral 
poweroftba  aBtio(t,and  tbei^titofliberiy.  As 
tlw  pcoposiiioo  toeataUishanatiiMial  armory  has 
jtM  been  reported  (o  tbe  House,  I  shall  reserve 
Myrctwkaoatkatsuhjeet  until  it  is  called  up. 

when  Hi.  JoBitaoa  sat  dowa— 

Tbe  vote*  in  Committee  of  (be  WJwle  were 
severally  ooneiuRd  in. 

When  the  sixth  reeolve  was  under  considera- 
tion, Ur.  RoBsaTaoH,  of  Louisiana,  moved  (o 
amend  it  by  adding  lo  it  a  proposition  (a  this 
dTecl:  (hat  the  Uiliiuy  Committee  be  instructed 
to  iof  uite  iaio  the  expedieneir  of  eduoaling,  sE 
tbe  Uililary  Bchaol  of  the  Uaited  State*,  the 
stHis  of  all  officers,  noa-cammissioaed  officers,  ot 
private*,  who  have  fnllen  in  flgbliag  for  their 
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smmvs  or  ooKcnaasB. 


1818. 


ATtcr  eonBidmU*  diatrndM,  in  vfaiek  Mr. 
WiLUAHi,  of  North  Ciroltm,  Ur.  Shits,  of 
Maryland,  Mi.  JoBnaoif ,  of  Kaatuekr,  Mr.  Fob- 
RTTB,  Mr.  LowHBiB,  and  Ur.  Uaaoaa,  look  part, 
the  amendmeat  wai  nmiived,  aot,  it  is  belierad, 


buMo  it!  iairodUQtion 

After  tbe  iriioJa  of  iba  rcwlationi  had  been 
di^OMdof,  and  tbe  6ik  referred  ts  tke  MiKtarr 
Oamaitla^  to  bria;  ia  a  bilt— 

Mr.  Rot^traoR  raoewad,  in  9  (apaiaie  foin, 
the  propMiioa'be  had  ftUed  jam  sow  in  aany- 
ing  fer  way  of  amaadmcDi;  bat  it  ^reW  )aie,  aod 
the  Honte  adjoaraed  wltbout  coaiaf  to  a  deoii- 


Fa»AT,  February  13. 

Mr.  HiB9H,  of  HaaMobvMtta,  prCMBteil  a  iie- 
titioa  of  Tbonas  B.  Wait  &,  Sona,  ■laiin^  tbat 
they  arc  ptaparing  for  tbe  fnm  a  tbM  edilioa  of 
tbair  eiata  Papers,  aad  piayioc  that  Gongreu 
wmM  aatborise  a  •nbtcnpilBn  fiw  an  addilioaal 
namber  of  «aid  wark,  aad  for  iM  eoaitaaaiim  i 
alao,  that  ibay;  may  be  poruitted  10  pabUafa  tnm 
the  lies  of  ihii  Hoase,  and  fron  tkt  reeordi  of 
the  Sceranry  af  State,  taoh  coafideatlal  doca- 
mentB  ■«  may  now  be  prioied  wiihoai  deirlmeai 
to  the jpablic  interesL — Referred  to  ibA  Joint  Li- 
brary Com  mil  tee. 

Mr.  Tatlok  pTMented  «  petition  of  tbe  New 
York  Bmi^nt  Boot ely,  praying  that  a  tract  of 
lea  towoehipa  of  paMia  land,  ia  the  Territory  of 
lltinol*,  may  be  rested  ia  trasiees,  and  set  apart 
for,  and  sold  to,  Irish  emigrants,  en  a  credit  be- 
yoad  what  it  now  giren  by  law. 

Hr.  Balowiit  preaented  a  similar  petition  from 
•undry  Irishmen,  tbe  descendants  of  Itiahmen, 
and  other  iababilania  of  Pitirirarg  and  its  rieioi- 
ty,  in  the  State  of  FenuylraQla;  and 

Hr-  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  preseatad  a  similar 
petition  of  tbe  HifaersisD  Society  of  Daiiimore, 

OrAnd,  That  the  saJd  petitions  ha  reftrrad  to 
ih«  GomiBittea  od  the  PnHie  Laada. 

Mr.  LowRBxa,  from  the  Commitiea  of  Ways 
and  Means,  rapoitod  a  bill  taakiag  appropriations 
for  the  Mppori  of  the  Nary  la  tba  United  State* 
for  the  year  ISlSj  whith  bill  was  (w to*  read, 
and  eommitled, 

Ur.  I4.,  from  the  aaOia  eoiamklee,  reported  also 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Dabacy ;  arbteh 
was  twiea  read,  and  commiiied. 

Mr.  JoHMaoM,of  Kentncky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee oa  Military  AfliiicL  reported  a  bill  repaaling 
ao  mnch  of  the  aot  of  Jaly  &  181S,  as  allows  ex- 
tra pay  and  enolamcots  to  breret  rsah ;  whiah 
waa  rand,  and  (after  some  conrertaiion  on  the 
coorse  it  shonld  take,  and  after  once  daeiding 
agaiost  a  commitment  bnt  which  deeisian  auhfe- 
quenily  waa  reeontidered  aod  rerersed)  was «nm- 
mitied  to  s  Commiiiee  of  ihe  whole  Hoase. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  g.  Smitb,  the  Beeretsry 
of  the  Treasury  was  requested  to  Jay  before  the 
Haute  a  statement  of  the  aamber  of  tons  of  bar 
iion,  iron  in  pigs,  and  aaai  and  toUed  iron,  that  hat 
bean  imported  iaio  the  Uailad  Buiat  aomnlly, 


and  fioa  what  aeantriet,  fron  the  first  of  Hay, 
1819,  to  the  ftiM  of  Hay,  181T ;  and,  if  any,  what 
quantity  has  beca  exported  daring  the  same  pe> 
tiod. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  RoBaaTaoa,  of  Loniiiana, 
the  Cammitlee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
sitnctail  to  inqaire  into  tiw  expediency  of  anaitd- 
ing  tbe  laws  la  rekiion  la  the  salaries  aad  anol- 
onents  of  ibe  Regisicrs  aad  Reeei««rs  of  PabUc 
Mo«ys. 

Tbe  SPBtTsa  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  ibe  Seeretanr  of  tbe  Treamry,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Jeeeph  Wellington  Page  ;  w|)ich  was 
rnd,  and  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

The  Spcaxib  hid  before  the  Roose  a  report 
IVom  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition  of 
Btlndier  General  Moses  Porter;  which  waa 
read,  and  vrdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tba  Sfiakeb  also  laid  before  the  Houae  a  let- 
ter from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Iraoa- 
mitting  anodr^  etaiemtnts  la  rektioa  to  the  ae- 
•onnts  of  Uajot  Qciwnl  St.  Clair,  ia  obedleoce 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Home  of  (he  3d  iniUni ; 
wUnh  waa  Mild,  and  Oidarad  to  lie  on  the  wUe. 

lo  panMaBM  of  naltee  giraa  ycatarday,  Hr. 
Haauaoa  obtained  latva  «e  briag  ia  a  bill  to  az- 
taadforafnnheiiataiof  fin  yeara-tbepo«siaM 
haraMbre  graatad  to  th«  widmra  and  otphansaf 
the  eflUera  and  eoldieta  who  died  or  were  killed. 
In  Ihe  late  war.  The  leare  aaked  was  giren  by 
a  rote  of  ftS  to  83;  and  Mr.  HAaaiflON,  Ur. 
Uooaa,  Mr.  Johkbor,  of  EeniwAy,  Mr.  Sroaaa, 
Bad  Mr.  SrawABT,  of  North  Carolina,  were  ap- 
polntod  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  ia  the 

A  messaga  from  the  Senate  iaConncd  Ihe 
Honie  that  the  Senate  hare  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  tib:  An  not  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  M.Jahnaon;  An  act  sapptemeniary  to 
the  aeu  entitled  "An  act  further  exteodiog  the 
time  for  itsuiitg  and  locatiag  military  land  war- 
ranta,  aad  Cor  other  porpoaest"  nad.  An  act  to 
aatkorin  certain  purehasera  of  imblic  land  to 
withdraw  their  entries,  and  transfer  tbe  moneys 
paid  thereon— ^a  wbiah  bills  ibey  ask  tbe  conear- 
reano  of  tbi«  Hooae. 

Tbe  former  of  the  said  bills  was  read  twioe, 
and  referred  10  tbe  CommiUee  of  Claimi;  and 
tbe  two  latter  were  sarerallr  read  twice,  and  R- 
femd  to  the  Committee  00  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  took  op  the  report  of  the  ooo- 
fereea  on  tbe  part  of  this  Hoose  on  tbe  snbjeot  of 
tbe  divgreeli^  TOtea  of  Ibe  two  Houses  1  and  on 
moiien  of  Afr.  Lowanaa,  the  Mouse  retolred  to 
adhera  10  its  dimgreemenl  10  said  nmeadmeat. 
MILITAHY  EDUCATION. 

Tbe  Hoase  then  resnmed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Robbrt- 
a<»f,  of  LonisianB,  to  insirnct  the  Military  Com- 
miiiee to  toqutre  imo  the  expediency  of  edaeat- 
ingat  the  military  sebool  of  Ihe  United  Slates 
the  SODS  of  nil  officers,  non-com  missioned  officers, 
or  priratee,  who  hare  fallen  in  flghiing  for  theit 
country. 

Aiter  duposiDg  of  atTeral  propoaitloiu  lo  amend 
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the  TCMilDtioD,  Rod  tome  diidiiMioB  of  it*  o^iect*, 
•  tDbitimte  waa  offered  by  Mr,  Moore,  of  PcdD' 
•;h>Dis,  as  rollows ;  whicb,  after  beiog  amended 
by  ezpuDgiag  tbe  words  io  brtcketa,  wia  agreed 

I  HiKUi7  Atbira  be  in- 
expedient of  brinfitlK  io 
ng  priD^lcMi  -'-■  ""■- ' 
, , .  .  En  the  admledoc 

a  tha  MiliUi^  Academ;  at  WeM  Point,  •  praiitr- 
«n«  iball  be  gl*en  to  tbe  loiu  of  tbe  oScan,  non- 
oammiKianed  offioara,  and  MldieiB  who  were  killed  in 
battle,  or  died  in  the  aerriee  of  the  Uoilad  Stalm  in 
die  lata  (rar,  siting  a  preference  to  thoae  laaat  able  to 
edncate  thenuelvu,  and  beat  qnalifiad  [m  the  military 
proleuioD,  [and  to  be  diatribnled  ea  cqnalW  a>  prac- 
ticable  tbioughoDt  (he  aereral  Btalei  and  Territoriea, 
according  to  the  ratio  of  repreientation.'n 

Id  ibis  shape  the  resolution  was  adopted  by  a 
considerable  majoritp. 

OFFICE  OF  CLA1H& 

Hr.  JoHNaON,  of  EeniDckf,  offered  cbt  follow- 
iof  motion  for  aonaideratioD : 

SttBlMd,  That  the  Seeretarj  of  War  be  directed  t« 
npoit  to  tbe  Hooaa  of  R^raaentatJTea  Au  opmipB  aa 
to  tba  {Mpriel?  of  coBlintiinK  the  Offiea  of  Olauu  tat 
Um  tetm  of  ooa  jraai,  Inm  Iks  tMt  of  ApeU  ant ;  mid 
■/*,  u>  Att  efMiMm,  Iku  qffitc  »hmM  tut  bt  eoittmmid, 
f  to  vihat  brmck  of  iMeWar  O^mrtmmt  *muU  it  be 
oreper  Io  Iransfir  tAe  dutitM  iff  tlu  CowaiUMumv,  to 
tnetttigait  the  tJainu  for  loil  prap<rljf, 

Mr.  PoiUDBXTflR  qoeationed  the  propriety  of 
calling  on  tbe  Head  of  a  Department  for  hia  opi- 
aion  aa  Io  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  oontino- 
ing  en  office. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  of  North  Carolina,  remarked 
that  a  aimilar  reaolution  was  already  referred  to 
the  Commiilee  of  Glaima,  and  if  they  bad 
deemed  it  expedient  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
War,  they  would  have  done  eo.  It  was  proper 
to  call  for  facia  from  a  Department,  bot  not  for 
opinion*,  and  tbe  Hoiue  waa  as  welt  qualified  to 
jadge  of  the  ptoprieMr  of  conuaning  thii  office 
ai  toe  Seereiary  of  War.  The  ooutse  propoecd 
waa  irre^lar,  and  he  diiapprored  of  ii,  ibongh 
it  waa  with  reluctance  thai  he  omMaed  >  call  tor 
in  formation. 

.  Mr.  JoHXBON,of  Kentuoh]r,Baid  thia  leeolaUen 
waa  diflerent  from  that  wbiek  had  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claima,  and  there  waa  no 
itregulaiUy  in  calling  upon  a  department  to  know 
what  braaoh  of  it  a  particular  boainea*  could 
best  be  referred  to.  The  Seeratary  of  War  had 
a  cootrol  orer  this  busiacea  to.  a  eartein  extent, 
and  he  waa  beet  able  to  giTe  information  on  the 
tnbject.  The  Office  of  Claims  had  been  created 
for  certain  purposes.  This  office  waa  about  to 
expite  by  law,  and  he  ihongbl  it  peifeoUyproper 
Mai  regular  to  call  on  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  aa 
one  particularly  qualified  by  his  acquaintance 
and  control  over  the  Glaima  coocerna,  to  say 
whether  the  furthercoolinuanceof  tbe  office  was 
aeceseaiy ;  and  if  not,  to  what  branch  of  his  de< 
partment  it  could  most  properly  be  referred.  At 
any  rale,  Mr.  J.  said,  be  should  deem  it  bia  duty 
to  bring  tkia  aobject  forward  in  aome  way  or 


other.  After  eaUbUahiug  an  t&te  for  the  ntUe- 
ment  of  clainu,  would  It  be  proper,  he  aeked,  at 
tbe  end  of  two  yearc,  to  eloae  the  door  agMioat  all 
which  mar  not  hare  been  brooght  forward  7  So 
partial  and  unjust  a  eo«rae  he  hopnd  w«*  not  in- 
tended (and  hi*  object  waa  to  inreailgat*  ikeanb- 
jeci  early  eaoogh  in  the  eaaaon  to  proride  fot  the 
aeltlement  of  all  claima  betelofore  Iwialaled  Cor. 

Mr.  Taylok.  of  New  Tork,  did  not  thinlt 
Congress  would  feel  bound  to  withhold  any  jut 
claim,  becnnae  it  might  decide  any  partiealar 
office  DO  loBger  neoesaarjr.  He  waa  anwillioK  to 
call  on  the  ocpartmeni  for  any  iipmoii,  but  had 
no  objection  to  call  for  uy  information  it  might 
possess,  tending  to  affect  the  expediener  of  ilte 
coniiouanee  of  tbe  Office  of  Claims;  auo  mored 
so  to  change  the  words  of  the  resolution  firat  in 
italic  as  <o  conform  it  to  hU  wisbea. 

Thii  propesition  w«*  agreod  lo  by  Ur.  Jobm- 
aoN. 

Hr.  FoiflTTi  then  sored  to  amend  the  reao- 
iDtion  by  atriking  oat  all  the  last  part  thereof, 
printed  in  ttait&  which  requiicd  the  optnion  of 
the  Secretary  ot  War,  aa  to  what  branch  of  ib« 
department  it  would  be  proper  to  refer  the  dntiea 
of  the  Commissioner  to.  Which  motion  was 
agreed  to;  and,  thus  modffietl,  the  reaolotion  wms 
adopted. 

BANKHDPT  LAW. 

Tbe  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HoFXin- 
BON,  reaolred  itself  into  a  Commtdee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  eaiablish  an  uniform  ayatent 
of  Bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  SiateaL 

The  reading  of  this  bill  (which  contains  fifty- 
four  printed  folio  pages)  occnpied  tbe  lemaindec 
of  the  aitliog.  After  tha  reading  was  finished 
(be  Committee  rose,  obtained  leave  lo  ait  agnim, 
and  the  House  adjourned  lo  Monday. 


MoMDAT,  FetHoary  1$. 

Mr.  WiLLUHB,  of  North  Cerolioa,  made  a 
supplementary  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
Ireland,  which  had,  cm  hia  motion,  been  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Thia  report  addncea,  ai  further  teslimoajr 
against  the  elatm  of  John  Ireland,  a  letter  ad- 
dremed  by  Commodore  Barney  to  a  member  of 
the  Honae^  denying  the  fact  that  ihe  deeimction 
of  ibe  honae  for  wliieh  compensation  is  claimed 
was  attributable  to  the  oeenpatioo  thereof  by  the 
flotilla  men  under  hla  coBmaod,  At. 

On  this  report  aome  little  debate  took  place,  in 
which  Mr.  Btdart  ouealioned  the  force  of  this 
aort  of  epistolary  deofaraboD,  in  cooiradielion  to 
the  OMKMingerideneeof  aereralpersonaon  oath; 
and  Mr.  SiirrB,  of  Maryland,  qneatjoned  the  cor- 
rectneea  of  a  jnrticoiar  part  of  the  report  To 
both  of  tbeae  gentlemen  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Caralina,  repued. 

The  report  was  ultimately  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  B.  i  P.  Jonrdan, 
which  waa  read ;  when  Hr,  W.  reported  n  bill  for 
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the  reHef  of  B.  db  P.  JanrdaB,  brathen,  vfateh 
mB  twies  read,  and  committed  (o  a  Coiainittee 
of  theWholr. 

Mr.  WiLLUHa  also  made  a  report  on  the  pcli' 
lion  of  Madame  PoidferiD,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  W.  Tcporled  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Madame 
PoideviD,  which  was  read  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WiLLtAHB  alw  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Seiiate,  entitled  "Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
M.  John  son,"  wtthoot  amendment;  and  the  bill 
was  comiDilted  to  a  Comroiitee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LovMDBS,  fVom  the  Commiitee  of  Ways 
atid  MeaoB,  reported  a  bill  fixing  the  eompensa- 
tion  of  the  BeereUry  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  Hooae  of  Repreeeatatives  and  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,  which  was  read  the  first 
time. 

Ad  ensToned  reiolatlon  "  directing  the  judges 
of  the  Bapreiae  CooTt  to  be  fiiroished  with 
WeJt*B  State  Papers,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tti.»i,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judieiar?  were  instmeted  to  inqDire  into  the 
proprietT  of  alleriog  the  time  oi  holding  the 
United  States  court  for  the  district  of  Tirgioia, 
directed  hj  law  to  be  boldeo  in  the  eiijr  of  Rich- 
mond, from  the  twclAb  to  the  aecond  dap  of 
April,  in  each  year. 

On  moiioQ  of  Mr.  Williamb,  of  New  York, 
the  Committee  on  Pensioas  and  Revolutionary 
Claims  were  instmeted  to  inquire  into  (he  expe- 
dieocy  of  ptaciug  John  Miller  upon  the  pension 
list,  from  the  SOth  of  October,  1818. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bloompikld,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations  were  instrocied  to  in- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  the  re- 
sidence of  a  contal  at  Mogadore,  in  the  empire 
of  MoToceo. 

[Mr.  B.  amtgoed  as  a  reason  for  this  motion 
the  adraorages  whieh  would  result  from  a  con- 
anlate  there,  &e~  and  parilcnlarly  from  the  op- 
portunity it  would  afibrd  of  redeemiog  from  cap- 
tiTity  our  shipwrecked  mariners  and  other  citi- 
zens who  might  be  unfortanate  enough  to  fall 
into  iha  hands  of  the  Arabs,  Ac.] 

Mr.  TiRR  offered  for  consideration  a  motion  to 
■titt  following  effect : 

"  That  the  Committee  on  KHtitaty  Afiirs  b«  in- 
(tmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expedisncy  of  gnuting  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  each 
suTTiTiag  nUisT  of  the  late  RsrolalionirT  sraiy  who 
enlisted  fbr  thi«e  yean  and  fintfalntly  Mrred  out  dio 


Mr.  T.  said  that  the  class  referred  to  was  a  rery 
meritorious  description  of  men,  who  had  nerer 
been  prorided  for  heretofore,  but  who,  he  thought, 
ought  Dowto  be  provided  for  io  the  manner  which 
he  proposed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  but  not  without  a 
eonaiderable  number  of  negalire  Totes. 

BANKRUPT  LAW. 
The  House  then  resoUed  itself  into  a  Goramit- 
lee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  nni. 
form  bankrupt  law. 

IStli  UoN.  1st  Seb8 — S9 


The  first  section  of  the  bill  harlne  been  read — 
Mr.  HoPxiNsoM,  of  PennsylvanTs  rose.  He 
observed  he  was  happy  to  obtain  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  this  iateresliog  subject,  at  a  pe- 
riod io  all  respects  bo  favorable  to  a  full  and 
fair  discussion  of  its  merits,  and  a  just  and  im- 
oartial  decision  upon  them.  That  be  was  ao 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  bill 
to  a  great,  valnable,  and  soffering  portion  of  the 
people  represented  here,  tbac  he  rose  to  explain 
and  enforce  it  with  an  anxiety  by  no  means  cal- 
culated to  aid  bim  in  the  attempt.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  found  encouragement,  however,  in  the  pro- 
found traaqaillity  of  the  country,  so  favorable  to 
the  coDsidersiJon  of  oor  domestic  concerns ;  in 
the  fraternal  harmony  now  so  prevalent  in  this 
Hall ;  and  in  that  spirit  of  accommodation  and 
kindness  which  would  always  be  found  among  the 
Representatives  of  a  people  desirous  of  promoting 
eaah  other's  happiness,  of  aiding  each  other's  ne- 


lish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  shall  be 
rejected  as  unwise  aod  impolitic,  Mr.  H.  would 
consider  the  question  so  decided,  at  least  for  many 
years,  and  that  it  would  be  a  Waste  of  the  time 
of  the  House  to  attempt  it  a^io. 

Mr.  H.said  it  was  not  his  intention  at  this  time 
to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  bill,  hut  to  give  a 
general  view  of  the  nBinre,  objects,  and  probable 
effects,  of  the  system  proposed — to  exhibit  the  ex- 
isting evils  which  require  to  be  redressed,  aod  ex- 
Elaio  the  efficacy  of  the  remedies  prorided  by  this 
ill.  Mr.  H.  called  on  those  gentlemen  #hose 
constituents  might  have  no  immediate  interest  in 
these  remiidiei,not  on  that  account  to  refaae  them 
to  others,  (o  whom  they  were  in  the  highest  de- 
Mr.  H.  here  gave  a  general  historical  view  of 
the  relation  of  creditor  and  debtor  under  Ro- 
man law,  with  the  lymonical  and  cruel  power 
afforded  to  the  former  over  the  persons  of  the 
latter,  and  his  family ;  the  Rmelioratioo  of  the 
condition  of  the  debtor  under  the  milder  infla- 
ence  of  the  Christian  Emperors,  and  gradual 
progress  of  the  same  principles  in  England  and 
other  commercial  countries;  observing,  that,  In 
proportion  as  the  peopleof  a  country  advanced  in 
eivrlization  aod  refinement — became  commercial, 
and  acquired  a  just  knowledge  of  the  interests  of 
eommerec — the  condition  of  the  debtor,  when 
really  honest  and  uDforiunate,  had  improved,  and 
the  power  of  the  creditor  to  gratify  his  malig- 
aant  passions,  by  wanton  and  useless  cruelty,  had 
been  restrained  and  abridged. 

In  the  origin  of  the  bankrupt  system  of  Eng- 
land, the  bankrupt  was  considered  a  crimintu; 
•*  But  at  present,  (says  Btackttotu,')  the  laws  of 
'  bankruptcy  are  considered  as  laws  ealeulated  for 
'  the  benefit  of  trade,  aod  fouoded  on  the  princi- 
'  pies  of  humanity  as  well  as  justice."  If  such  is 
the  character  of  a  bankrupt  law,  need  it  bare  any 
further  reeommendation  to  onr  attention  and 
favoti  We  know  the  importance  of  trade,  and 
we  acknowledge  the  obligations  of  humanity  and 
jnsticeiBsfullyBsany  people.    Thesu^eotseemi 
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to  liBTe  been  eoQiidered  id  tbe  mudb  light  by  the 
frkmeca  of  oui  CoDiiitulioa,  who  liHVe,  tkerefoie, 
■moQC  (he  eDumerated  powers  of  CoupaH,  u- 

Krewly  granted  the  pow«  ^  to  esiiUitb  unifarin 
iwB  on  the  tubject  of  baDkraptcie*."  Mr.  H.  Mid 
be  coDtidered  this  as  a  declantioa  of  the  will  of 
the  people  that  Coogrew  should  aot  on  ihia  sab- 
jeet,  at  Iraal  so  far  ai  to  ecwblieh  ao  ubiform  rule. 
It  binds  ui  <o  DO  paitieular  sfsiem,  it  is  Iroe,  but 
it  does  eajoiD  upon  ds,  most  impressiveljr,  lo  pro- 
ride  lODie  oDe  which  shall  be  UDiform  id  its  op- 
eralioD  od  the  different  Staiea.  giTiog  a  eertun 
koowD  rule,  and  preveotiD^  those  Qumerous  and 
obrions  evils  that  mu»i  arise  from  vaiious  aod 
ooDflietiag  STSiems  in  the  different  States,  bf 
which  tbe  teUtioD  between  debtor  and  creditor— 
■o  interesiiog  to  all  classes  of  oitt  ciiizeni->-DBat 
foreTCr  be  changing,  be  imperfectly  anderatood, 
and  be  daily  producing  ineqaalily  and  injfiutiae 
beCwceo  the  creditors  aad  debtors  residiag  in 
different  States. 

Mr.  H.  conieoded  it  was  the  dniy  of  Coagresa 
u>  cairr  into  effect  the  will  of  the  people,  thus 
aoiemDly  declared ;  not  indeed  by  an  imperative, 
absolnte  commaDd,  hat  in  a  way  that  annaol  be 
inisnnderelood,  and  ought  not  to  be  diartgnrded, 
without  the  most  dear  and  cocent  reason*.  He 
insisted,  that  when  the  several  Stales  parted  with 
this  power,  it  was  only  to  aiiain  that  uniformity 
of  system  which  could  be  cetabllshed  only  by  the 
Oanerai  QoTernmeDl;  nod  that  the  Sutes,  hav- 
iifg  ■oriendered  tbe  power  for  this  purpoae,  bad 
alair  claim  on  the  Qeneral  Oovernmenl  not  to 
ditappoint  this  ezpeeiatioo,  but  tosppiy  the  power 
to  th«  Qses  iniended  by  iIh  grant  of  it. 

Mr.  H.  here  enlargMi  upon  the  general  duty  of 
Congress  to  take  o^  aod  organise  all  the  ceded 
powers  in  the  CoDsiitution,  and  explained  the  dif- 
Senhies  that  bare  arisen  with  some  of  the  Slates, 


laws,  instead  of  omioisiDg  and  bringing  into 
tion  all  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  Stain. 
Mr.  H.  ihetefore,  in  the  first  plaoe,  relied  upon 
this  Coaalilntioaal  obligation  in  saj^Mri  of  the 
bill,ar  of  somelawDpon  ibia  subject  which  akall 
produce  nniformitf  in  relation  to  it. 

In  the  next  place.  Mi.  H.  eonlended  that  tke 
example  and  expnienee  of  every  comiBfreial 
nation  known  to  us,  was  authoritT  not  lo  be  dis- 
regarded. He  then  explaiDcd  toe  reaeona  for 
such  a  sfelem  as  applied  to  c«aamarcinl  am, 
rather  than  other  oiiizens,  atisiag  from  the  nature 
and  «xieDt  of  ihdr  bueinasa;  the  hazards  to 
which  they  were  exposed  fran  tbe  enormous 
credits  they  were  obliged  (o  give  in  the  course  of 
their  business;  fromtheirdistanieonnexloDsand 
agents,  to  whose  fidelity  and  capaciU'  they  must 
trust  so  mach;  from  the  dangers  of  all  the  cJe- 
menis;  from  tbe  political  change  in  their  own 
and  foreign  countries ;  and,  in  short,  from  every 
quarter  and  source  from  which  danger  and  ruin 
can  come.  Mr.  H.  eontended  that  a  business  thus 
peculiarly  exposed,  required  peculiar  regulations 
and  protections;  without  whicb,  men  would  not 
•mbaik  in  it.    He  thought  thii  protection  pnu- 


liatly  mcepHfy  to  tkie  cMinRy ;  young,  entei^ 
prising,  and  comparatively  deficient  in  eapiul 
even  tor  the  business  that,  on  commercjaJ  ptia- 
oiples,  mty  fairly  be  done.  The  coauiry  loo 
wants  all  the  labor,  and  industry,  and  eaergy  of 
all  its  citixens,  and  eaaaot  afford  (o  have  nmity 
thousands  of  them  bound  hand  and  font,  at  tJie 
wantonness  and  will  of  tfaeir  erediton,  wiibanl 
tbe  possibility  of  producing  by  tbia  bondage  the 
least  redocticM  of  the  debt ;  while  the  debtor  ii 
subjected  to  iacaUnUble  suffsriag,  aad  the  coa- 
muaity  to  a  most  serious  loss.  It  is  dellghifol, 
said  Mr.  H.,  to  antioiipate  what  a  uasa  of  uleat 
id  industry  will  te  ect  isoee  by  the  fuwut  of 
this  bill;  and  which  is  now  daily  dmittiAi^ 
and  perishii^  in  kopeleaa  want  and  useless  ia- 

Mr.  H.  then  contended  that  the  unusual  hazardi 
aad  losses  to  wbieh  out  eommeceial  tnea  ban 
boea  axpoaaii  for  maay  years  by  (he  ^roai  aai 
sudden  changes  in  the  pdiueal  reUlMms  of  iht 
world,  against  which  no  prudence  could  giMrd 
enLilled  them  to  all  the  care  and  iadBlgaQo?  of 
the  OeverDmeni.  He  nid  that  the  counuy  had 
grown  rich  and  protpetons  byaonmercial  cBEe^ 
prises,  whichhad  bean  tuinoiia  to  the  indiTiduak 
engaged  in  them.  That  the  public  Traasary  bad 
been  filled  with  dutias  paid  oa  gooda,  for  wbicb 
the  merchant  had  never  seen  the  firat  cost ;  that 
there  had  been  instaaeas  of  merehaBla  failiai 
who  bad,  within  a  few  years,  paid  niUions  into 
the  general  coffers.  Have  such  man,  said  Ur. 
H.,  no  claim  upon  the  cauairy  ?  Shall  we  turn 
coldly  from  them  in  the  hour  of  their  misforiuoe, 
while  we  tioi  in  the  wealth  produced  by  thtit 
exertions,  and  are  made  glad  by  (he  ptospcrity 
which  has  grown  from  their  ruin  I  &k«U  ^re 
leave  them  to  waste  and  perish,  while  bo  maa 
living  receives  the  least  benefit  from  their  suffer 
ings;  nor  the  lea«t  grali&eatioo  either,  unless  ii 
he  that  of  the  demon  1 

The  third  ground  on  which  Mr.  H.owiataiacd 
the  necessity  of  passing  the  bill,  was  the  siiuaiioe 
of  the  ioselvent  law*  now  existing  in  the  diflet- 
est  Slates,  and  tharuioousand  disgracefu  J  effeae 
produced  by  them.  Mr.  H.  here  explainsci  i: 
Urge  the  natare  of  those  insolvent  pvoeisaoni; 
tbeir  inequalitv,  uncertainty,  and  injoMicti 
threatening  (o  destroy  all  credit,  all  eoafidance, 
in  the  coantrjr ;  to  make  the  coauneroial  ioier- 
oourse  between  (he  Sutles  ao  aasaie,  ihat  It*  «x- 
tent  must  bftfiMtiy  abridged,  and  wc  shall  be- 
eoma  alieas  to  caoh  other.  He  then  aaas^rcd 
the  effect  of  tbe  insolvent  laws,  as  ragatds  tke 
debtor,  the  creditor,  aod  the  commuaity.  It  was 
UDJust,  he  said,  ai>  regards  the  debtor,  becaose  it 
oaakea  no  distinction  between  hanest  misforinae 
and  criminal  prodigality.  The  principles  of  (he 
insolvent  laws  require  only  a  full  surrender  of 
the  propertv  in  the  posseasion  of  the  iosolveot  at 
the  time  ot  bis  application;  but  the  awnaer  in 
which  he  has  lost  tbe  rest,  whether  byeziraTa- 
gance,  waste,  gambling,  or  the  JBdulgeoee  of  any 
other  folly  or  tIdc,  cannot  aflect  hi*  right  of  dis- 
charge. Is  it  consistent  with  jtistiee  or  sound 
policy,  lo  deal  out  the  same  meaaore  of  iadul- 
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nac»  ta  tmh  *.  nm,  ai  r«t  f\n  to  a«e  vho,  is 
the  Ihit  iwd  usp«l  ptatmtaaoB  sf  hia  boiincM, 
-witbMt  ihc  impMOAm^t  ef  fnud,  pufa*^  aM 
«T«fl  cf  hapndwM,  ^ndf  himMlfBtrimmiof  all 
hi»  propcvtri  "^  uB^e  to  ntiafy  i^  deoiaiida 
of  hM  cicdiMn  ?  Tb<  iuiilMBt  uwa  imIm  no 
dictiiatioo  in  ibo  oaaaa,  whil«  the  biU  on  yonr 
tabUpoiait  jnthe  powwolltwcreditoratomike 
a  diMi-iBHUtMa  to  WMSiial  to  jiM>M  and  policy. 
In  tbe  MM  of  tk«  hoM*tDBr«iuBM«  debtor,  the 
lair  ii  as  maeh  too  riatnov*  m  ia  ifae  otbcr  aate 
it  is  uw  nild.  U  wiat  eoadilioii  io  yon  place 
him  1  He  bMooMB  iIm  Mmial  lUve  or  hia  ciad- 
itort,  witkaal  yietdinc  to  than  the  prafita  of  a 
sUvc.  He  Is  dMd  to  wkj  sstrtioa ;  be  i*  lost 
to  all  umMmss;  he  has  ao  meaDi  to  earn  a.far- 
tbiBf}  ao  induMBwnt  to  make  the  attempt- 
When  RD^naaiiiMDiB  -distrmet  his  eSmti,  and 
diffienltiea  crowd  apon  him,  ha  oBbaasls  himeelf 
ua  WMTeiliog  airaggl""  ^  >b*  i***!  beeauw  he 
■eea  that,  nrhaoever  he  oeaMe  lo  do  ao,  he  moat 
be  forced  to  a  jail.  This  is  the  oenain  end  ef 
hia  GBiear.  Ue  ia  put  iheie  loetaitBaad  Miieh 
within  iiB  walla,  while  hia  miaeraUe  wile  and 
chUdien  stanc  aad  pcrnh  without.  And  why 
Utbia4oae1  Does  not  the  reiee  of  hooMitity 
cvyoatBgainititl  Does  aot  the  piriiey  of aoaiety 
oeadeoui  »t  b  net  ereiy  aooBd  aeoliment  of 
jociiee  oamgedl  Why  will  yoa  pennit  a  crael 
uid  OMfcilen  man  to  imprison  another  at  his 
will  I  to  ab«  bim  from  the  hit  light  of  Hearen  ; 
to  dqirive  him  of  the  aweet  air  we  breathe ;  lo 

Stay  bit  limbs,  nod  Imak  his  bean  1  For  mnne 
Qgetoua  crime!  No,  naleas misforiane  be  a 
«rinH.  For  acHne  loalbaome  rice?  No,  ualeai 
poTorty  be  always  vice.  To  what  nie,  for  what 
good  pntpoae,  ia  this  permitted  and  done,  to  the 
oiediter  or  lathe  cookmnnity  1  To  the  creditor,' 
notbi«K>  for  fold  is  not  fMod  in  the  ranlisof  a 
jail,  and  debta  ate  not  paid  with  sighs  aod  croans. 
To  the  oaamaaity, worse  than  avthtng:  laating, 
Msiona  injury ;  the  loas  ef  the  labor,  ibe  indQairy, 
the  talents,  of  many  a  usefol  eitisen ;  often  the 
.ohaige  of  maintaining  bia  family,  made  desliwte 
and  ausenUc  Mr.  U.  remarked  that  anoibar 
Dnfiirtmtaia  nSeet  of  the  insolvent  syetam  was  to 
p«i  it  antiraly  a«H  of  the  power  of  the  iaaolnnt 
over  loretitera  biaa&in.  His  friends  era  driven 
£nm  .bimi  'JkBowiag  thw,  aboold  bfaAerwards 
apfear  sn'bo«MSB,-«Ten  with  their  mean*  and 
'»salaMna<k  a  anspieloa  of  fraud,  in  wbieh  they 
night  be  implleMcd,  wonld  arise.  Ii  would  be 
aaj^poeed  the  insolvent  had  sesrsted  the  fnads 
with  whieb  he  anin  appears,  and  that  bis  char- 
itable friends  had  lent  tbcnaelTsa  to  (toe  fnud. 
Besides,  as  wfaaiever  might  be  found  in  hia  poi- 
eessioD  weald  be  liable  to  the  gmsp  of  bis  ored- 
itora,  it  isobrioas  there  Is  no  indnecmeat  to  bis 
friends  lo  famish  him  with  their  aasiBtaaee  and 
funds,  not  fot  the  inaolTeat  to  desire  tbsi  they 
shoi^  Haiheiefore  drags  on,  living  partly  on  mis- 
embte,eiida(ienditboaestexpediciiis,andtheeb«r- 
iiy  of  those  who  do  not  become  weary  of  his  wants. 
If^  the  iaeolrent  laws,  said  Mr.  H.,  are  so  perni- 
cioaa  in  their  cffeete  upon  the  debtor,  let  Ms  see 
how  moeh  better  they  an  in  relation  to  the  rigfais 


of  theesedilor.  Tby  aut^sct  him  K 
fnndi  in  evcr^  shape,  and  from  every  ifuarter. 
They  place  bim  in  n  poaition  with  his  debur, 
which  offeie  erec^  temptation  to  the  latter  lo 
cheat  bim,  and  twDiabes  him  amply  with  the 
means  of  doing  so.  The  first  right  a(a  cieditet 
wonld  seem  to  be  a  fall  and  fair  opporinnity  <^ 
inquiry  into  the  afiain  of  the  inaolvent  j  of  know- 
ing how  'he  beeame  onabls  to  pay  hia  dehta ;  wbnt 
proper^  remains  to  be  applied  to  them  -,  and  what 
has  become  of  the  rest.  Thia  never  is  afibided, 
nod  oerer  can  be,  under  an  ad minisl ration  of  an 
inaolvent  law.  The  nature  of  the  proceading 
forbids  it— the  iribuDel  before  which  the  « 


nntien  takes  place  is  net  calonlaied  for  it,  and 
the  whole  aSair  has  beaeme  a  mere  moctery. 


I  place  IS  I 

.Sair  has  t    . 

•Ueh  the  rulgar  aKmid  for  their  i  , 

mm)  nobody  looks  to  for  any  advantage.  The 
astiee  civea  to  ereditors  is  such  as  eaanot  leadi 
one-half  of  them  ;  the  means  of  detecliog  feud 
asa  so  iieompetenl,  that  it  is  idle  to  leaort  to 
them  I  the  discovertes  to  be  made  mnat  depend 
ao  enlintr  on  the  examination  of  the  inaolvmil 
himself,  who  has  been  taught,  by  the  eiperieiMe 
of  theuMMb.  hew  to  pass  the  ordeal,  the  eoiut 
eeaaidsring  inia  business  as  a  sort  of  intraaion  on 
their  more  important  duties ;  in  short,  ibe  whole 
procoedtag,  from  its  eommencement  to  its  tte- 
minatioB,  is  a  mooksry  so  contemptiMe  in  its 
progress,  and  so  inefficteat  to  any  one  good  reaol^ 
that  creditors  submit  lo  be  defriudcd  rather  than 
appaer  as  pertiea  in  sneh  a  pteceeding,  with  a 
full  knowledge  that  their  oppoai  tton  wiU  be  effeo.- 
tutl  neither  lo  discorcr  the  fraads  of  tbeir  debtor, 
norprcTeat  his  discharge. 

Wbetoan  bethe  amount  or  aiility  of  the  ezam- 
inatioac  which  take  place  under  these  laws,  when 
the  court  will  appoint  one  or  two  days  for  one 
or  two  haadrcd  eases,  and  irill  generally  find  the 
time  amptr  Buficient  for  all  tbe  inqatry  to  be 
made  ?  Hr.  H.  said,  be  fasd  known  as  many  as 
one  hundred  iasalTenta  diaebarged  in  one  mora* 
r^ ;  had  seen  them  aworn  off  by  six  aad  eight 
at  a  tinu,  each  straggliag  to  get  his  baad  npen 
the  book,  npeatlag  uie  oath,  ot  rather  paru  of  it, 
akogelber )  aad  exbiUtin^  a  scene  of  coillMlea 
equally  diagnstiog  and  tni<{uilous.  fint  tbemOA- 
sHoos  erils  of  tb«M  iosolTeat  sTeteme  are  found 
net  eo  muoh  in  what  is  wroa^fullr  dona  under 
them,asin  tbatwbisb  may  berigbifally  wradicr 
lawfully  dona.  Aad  bete,  said  Mr.  H.,  we  «pm 
npoa  tMt  bonadlasB  &M  of  fraud,  ecrruptiaa,and 
min,inwbieh  wasee  the  Tarioos  modes  reeorted 
to,  to  giro  piefcmnees  to  partiealar  erediion^  lo 
the  alter  nxelasion  of  othtrs  cqaallir  meritorions 
aad  just ;  by  wbicb  those  funds  which  shoald  ha 
fairly  dietributed  to  alleviaie  the  lessee  of  all,  ate 
bestowed  on  a  few,  who  may  be  preferred  br 
caprice,  by  friendship,  by  blood,  ot  by  future  ex- 
peetatione,  held  out  to  tbe  debtor.  The  whole 
power  aad  machinery  of  assignments,  jodf- 
meota,  altachmeotsj  are  brought  iato  aciioa  lo 
promoie  and  aeenre  a  parpose  so  immoral  and 
unjust;  batat  ihesameiimcaoauthorizedby  tbe 
law  as  to  be  idaced  beyond  the  reach  of  morality 
or  JDsiJee.    Nor  does  ihe  niisehiif  go  no  furihei 
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to  Mcnre  an  s^jnit  preferraoe  between  ctedilon 
of  equal  claiine;  ba[  ihe  mcKns  by  which  Ihis 
mky  be  done  fntnisb  also  a  full  opponuoiif  to 
place  property  in  ibe  haDds  of  friends  and  rela- 
lioDi,  lo  whom  DoibiDg  is  due,  to  come  after- 
wcrdB  lo  the  n»e  of  tbe  insolvent  bimself.  Mr. 
H.  MJd,  tbai,  under  the  patronage  of  tbesa  iosol-^ 
Tent  laws,  Ihe  mercbaDts  bad  now  established  a 
cede  of  laws  for  th«pt;meDt  of  tfaeir  debts,  which 
is  at  once  deatructire  of  all  comioercial  credit, 
U)d  of  ererr  principle  of  moral  justice ;  ihey 
faaTs,  what  tney  are  pteased  to  call  iheii  debts  of 
honor,  and  their  debts  of  bneiness ;  and  the  former 
ate  preferred  to  tbe  exclusion  of  the  latter.  En- 
dorsements are  considered  of  tbe  first  cIms  ;  yes, 
the  endorser,  by  whose  aid  he  baa  been  enabled 
to  sustain  bii  credit  long  after  it  ought  to  bare 
sank;  by  whose  means  be  has  been  enabled 
to  make  purchases  of  goods  from  boosM,  anaus- 
pMling  venders— tliis  endorser  finally  oanie*  off 
all  property,  perhaps  tbe  very  goods  purchased 
on  tneir  immediate  proceeds,  and  the  sellers  of 
them  obtain  not  ■  fattbing  from  tbe  wreck.  To 
any  nothiDz  of  the  moral  injustice  of  soch  dis- 
tinctions, observe  the  effect  It  has  upon  the  com- 
mereial  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  eonntry. 
The  debts  of  tbe  failing  merchant  may  be  QlOO,- 
000— bis  property  map  amount  to  (50,000 — of 
eonrse,  a  iair  distribuiion  of  bis  efiecis  would 
afibrd  to  each  creditor  fifty  per  cent,  of  hia  debt, 
and  ibe  loss  would  then  be  rainous  to  none.  But 
if  be  is  permitted  to  give  the  whole  of  bis  estate 
to  bis  creditors  of  honor,  tbey  may  receive  the 
fall  amount  of  their  debts,  and  tbe  others,  equally 
meritorious  at  least,  obtain  not  a  cent,  perhaps 
to  theit  entire  ruin.  A  strong  case  of  this  sort 
was  lately  stated  io  a  Philadelphia  paper,  and  is 
but  one  of  many  which  occur  almost  daily.  A 
merchant,  said  Mi.  H.,  whose  dealings  have 
been  very  eiiensive,  but  who  has  lately  failed, 
assured  me  that  his  destruction  was  owing  en- 
tirely to  this  system  of  preference ;  for  had  he  but 
got  a  fail  proportion  of  the  effects  of  his  debtors 
who  had  previously  failed,  he  would  have  been 
able  to  continne  hk  business ;  but,  whenever  sneb 
a  failure  occurred,  he  fonud  all  the  property  ap- 
propriated lo  a  few  favorites  of  the  debtor.  This 
(hocking  and  destructive  system,  said  Mr.  H., 
can  be  broken  op  only  by  a  general  banlcrupt 
taw,  by  which  the  efieol*  of  an  insolvent  trader 
will  lie  taken  from  bis  caprice  as  well  as  his 
fraud,  and  put  into  tbe  bauds  of  those  who  will 
distribute  them  in  just  proporiioas  among  those 
whose. claims  are  equal.  Mr.  H.  made  some 
further  illusiratioos  of  tbe  pernicious  effects  of 
these  prefeiences,  made  entiiely  at  tbe  will  of  the 
debtor,  at  a  lima  when,  in  truth,  all  bis  eonirol 
over  bis  property  ought  to  have  ceased.  But, 
said  Mr.  H.,  one  of  ibe  best  uses  of  a  baoltrupt 
law  yet  remains  to  be  oientioned.  It  is  tbe  in- 
ducements it  holds  out  to  an  embariissed  man, 
when  be  finds  bis  affairs  iriettietable,  to  surren- 
der them  into  the  bands  of  his  creditors,  before 
everything  is  wasted  in  violent  efforts  to  save 
Itimself.  At  piewni,  seeing  nothing  before  him 
bat  a  jail,  to  be  followed  by  a  perpetual  bondage ; 


and  knowing  that  these  coneequeneea  are  pre- 
ciselv  tbe  same,  whether  he  pays  to  bia  creditora 
one-halfof  their  debts,  or  not  one  cent,  heplnnges 
on  in  mere  despair ;  postponing  the  catastrophe 
as  long  as  possible ;  dimiDtshinf^  hie  weperly  bf 
desperate  expedients }  dragging  into  the  voitcx  of 
his  luio  every  friend  from  whom  he  can  obtain 
either  credit  or  money ;  and,  fiaally,  falls,  btin|- 
ing  down  with  him  all  who  have  trnated  ^n, 
and  spreading  his  misfortunes  to  every  ptnat 
within  his  reach  and  infiuence. 

If,  said  Mr.  U.,  such  are  the  incoDveoiencts 
and  injuries  to  the  creditor,  the  debtor,  and  the 
community,  under  the  present  itSAOlvent  sysiens, 
what  advantases  do  they  possess  to  connierbii- 
anc«  the  evil  7  What  has  the  creditor  1  Noth- 
ing but  the  chance,  the  valtielea*  chance,  of  Us 
obtaining  his  debt  from  the  future  aoquisitions 
and  earnings  of  his  debtor  j  it  is  a  right,  it  ia  trae 
but  it  is  an  empty,  worthies^  nnproidnciive  ri^ht ; 
which  may,  indeed,  ha  used  to  gratify  malice,  lo 
satiate  revenge,  to  optmss  the  afflicted,  to  trcsd 
on  the  fallen;  but  toabtaiathedebt.ne««r.  Hair 
is  this  property,  which  is  to  pay  tne  debt,  to  be 
obiaiaed  T  Can  the  insolTent  earn  it  by  bia  ia- 
dusiry,  when  yon  place  faim  in  a  utnation  ii 
whicn  induBiry  will  ha  useless  1  Can  he  earn 
it  without  capital?  and  you  will  not  'aufier  faim 
to  have  one  that  may  not  be  torn  frcmi  him  in  a 
moment.  Can  he  even  rely  on  the  aid  of  his 
friends,  when  it  would  be  idle  in  them  to  afford 
him  the  means  of  helping  hi roseU^  knowing  they 
could  not  place  it  at  his  disposal  for  an  hoar  1 
It  is  an  undeniable  truth,  that  the  very  right  the 
creditor-has  to  the  future  earnings  ^  the  debtor 
is  destructive  of  itself,  and  renden  it  impoaaibLa 
that  any  such  eHoings  can  ever  be  obtained; 
the  mere  circumstance  that  he  cannot  hold  « 
enjoy  what  be  may  acquire,  will  prevent  the  al-, 
tempt,  if  not  the  desire  to  acquire  it. 

Mr.  H.  appealed  to  experience,  and  asserted 
that  of  the  many  thousands  of  persons  who  hue 
been  discharged  by  iosolrent  lawa  he  had  neTS 
heard  of  one  who  afterwards  paid  his  debts ;  «|J 
concluded,  that  this  right  of  the  creditor  waa  a 
mete  fallacy  and  delusion,  and  oaght  not  to  weigh 
a  feather  against  tbe  great  and  manifest  uaefulne* 
of  a  bankrupt  law.  He  asserted,  that  you  take 
from  ibe  debtor  every  stimulus  to  exertion,  every 
hope  of  reinstating  himself;  that  yon  make  him 
a  rogue  from  necessity ;  jou  compel  him  to 
live  by  slealth ;  to  feed  and  clothe  hiiaself  and 
his  children  by  fraud ;  for,  on  this  strict  principle 
that  all  he  may  afterwards  have  is  the  properly 
of  his  creditors,  it  is  evident  that  be  sapports  life 
by  that  wbicb  does  not  belong  to  him;  and  exists, 
from  day  to  day,  by  a  sort  ofpetty  pilfering.  How 
does  this  bumble  the  ^iritof  a  man;  how  does 
it  degrade  his  chaiaciei  and  corrupt  his  priaci- 

Ses  !  When  misfortuDe  overtook  him.  he  may 
ive  been  honest  and  honorable^  but,  it  he  con- 
linoes  so  under  the  corrnpiiog  influence  and  mer- 
ciless lash  of  an  insolvent  law,  it  will  be  miraco- 
louj.  How  different  is  the  case  if  you  put  this 
man  at  large,  his  honor  unimpaired,  bis  self-re- 
spect not  destroyed,  to  exercise  bis  powera  of  mind 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


906 


EI8T0BT  OF  0CH7GKBS& 


JMfarm  Bankmpl  Lam. 


RopR. 


•ad  b*dr,  to  QM  hli  frMods,  aid  nuHm«  his 
iiNfalnMa  in  aoeicif,  kaproTcd  hj  ezpvriance, 
tod  ekutaned  bf  miafortniis  I  Afftin,  taid  Hr^ 
Hi  if  tliBTe  ii  BO  iuduiea  of  kd  iiuolTani'*  aftn- 
wuds  wyi'S  ''>'  debus  bow  fev  an  than,  in 
wbioh  ha  baa  had  aar  prepotr,  of  anf  couider- 
Btion,  to  MnteDd«r  (o  ni*  crcdiionl  No  propertf , 
raal  or  panooal,  is  ike  amal  ntan— and  for  the 
ranscMt  altcadr  maniioned;  ha  ha*  do  iaduw 
mattt  to  «top  nntil  arcry  farthfDC  »  (ono ;  bat 
OTUj  indicmuai  to  go  on  to  iha  wit  extiemitf ; 
and  It  ia  not  in  the  |Kiw«r  of  ike  ereditoi  to  stop 
kim,  aihemafimder  the  bankrupt  taw.  Ui.  H. 
mentioBcd  mwm  ctiei,  wiMre  oonaiderable  pio»- 
erty  bad  been  obtained  by  the  powara  of  the  bank- 
lupt  law,  whiofa  would  have  bien  loat  under  the 
ineolveat  ijvtem. 

Tl>e  abrions  Teeommendationa  of  a  bankrapt 
law,  Mid  Mr.  H.  are  tbeee;  Itl.  It  fimiahai 
ample  lima  and  mcana  to  the  erediton  to  inraeti' 
gate  the  eondttet  of  the  debtor  before  hia  bank- 
rnplcy,  to  aaoartaia  the  oanae  of  it,  and  inforsi 
tbemaelTca  of  the  fulnen  and  fairncaa  of  the  ea^ 
rendei  of  hia  effeeUjand  to  grant  or  withhold  hii 
dieehnrge,  as  the*  shall  find  him  worthy  of  it,  or 
otherwise.  Sd.  It  pnc«  the  cilizena  of  difierent 
Stntea  on  *  footing  nt  eqnalitj'  in  their  rantnal 
dealinn;  and  giTca  a  known  and  certain  mie  on 
the  raoject.  3d.  It  pots  onr  oitizmson  a  footing 
with  foieignen  in  iheiT  relationa  of  debtor  and 
creditor.  II^.  It  GTarreaehea  all  prefereaees  and 
partial  aaatgameaiBi  and.faiilf  diitribaiea  the 
pcopertr  among  the  eteditora  in  proportion  to 
thair  debt*.  6lh.  It  offer*  fair  induoemenl*  to 
embartBaaed  men  to  make  a  inriender  of  their 
afiairs,  before  they  bare  •qnandered  their  pTopcrtf 
and  involTed  iheir  friends,  dth.  It  will  reecore 
to  Bocietf  a  great  mass  of  iadaairy  and  talent. 


now  Ifing  useless,  indeed 

eommnnity ;  and,  laatl^ ,  it  will  pay  a  just  respect 

to  the  rights  of  hnmaniiy,  whion  are  ooiragea  by 


Mr.  H.  said,  the  most  difficult  qoeatioo,  in  lels- 
tion  to  tha  bill,  woald  be  presented  hj  the  flrst 
section.  It  will  befoond  to  differ  e**eatially  Cron 
the  BoaUBb  bnakropt  law,  as  well  as  from  that 
passed  liere  in  1800.  An  attempt  ie  now  made 
to  limit  the  extent  of  tha  operation  of  the  law, 
and  l^ing  it  bock  to  what  was,  certainly,  ita  origi- 
nal object  and  design.  AltboDgh  it  was  in  the 
beginning  intended  tor  traders,  Hid  all  the  rensoni 
and  policy,  arged  in  it*  behalf,  apply  lo  sooh  men, 
fet  it  is  well  known  tha^  oy  a  long  conrae  of 

{adiciak  decisioBB,  the  prorUioa*  of  the  taw  had, 
y  degree^  been  extended  to  ercrj'  man  who 
could  btiof  bimsalf  within  the  term*  "  bnying 
and  selling,"  although  etearly  hi*  principal  occvr 
patlon  was  of  a  difierent  dcacription.  This  cm- 
alroctioa  i«  now  ao  esubliahed  in  En^and,  that, 
although  the  judges  eenscantlr  complain  of  it  as 
a  depaitnre  from  the  real  obieet  of  the  law,  they 
do  not  feel  tbemselee*  at  liberty  to  unsettle  iL 
As  oar  law  of  1800  (allowed  the  terms  of  the 
English  staintea  in  this  respect,  we  alao  adopted 
the  eoneuruelioa  that  had  bean  giren  (o  ihem; 


and,  mid  Ur.  H.  1  beliere  much  of  tba  enl  and 
nnpopntarity  of  that  law  may  be  traced  to  thia 
souree.  In  framing  ihe  bill  Dow  proposed^all  iheae 
jodicial  deeisioD*  had  been  otrefnlly  Ixamined, 
and  specially  excepted,  and  eoma  general  words 
of  desenpuon  adopttd,  oahmlated  to  keep  the  law 
within  its  proper legitUBBtebonndatandexelading 
those  person*  "  whose  living  is  aobaiantially  gotten 
by  meehanieal  labor,  though  with  aome  mixture 
of  buying  and  ■elling;"  a limilalioD  taken  from 
the  reeommendation  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench.  In  iotroduetsg  this  resttietion, 
it  is  presumed  cot  only  that  the  law  is  brou^t 
baek  to  tla  first  and  proper  objeeta,  but  that  it 
will  be  mote  aceeptahle  to  the  people  of  ihia 
conntry,  who  seem  to  hare  oomplained  of  the 
anivosality  of  the  fotDter  syatem. 

When  Mr.  HorUMflOM  eonclnded,  the  Howe 
B4}oaraed. 

Tdssvat,  February  17. 

Hr.  Hbebbbt,  ftona  the  Comtnittee  for  the 
Dictrict  of  Colombia,  icporled  a  bill  explaMtory 
erf  the  aat  antborisiDg  the  sale  of  eertain  grouaA 
belonging  to  tha  United  Biaies,  in  the  city  <tf 
Washington ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com* 
milled  10  a  Comniittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LowNuna,  from  the  Commiliee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  nppropriniioBS 
for  the  rapport  of  Goverameni  for  the  year  1818; 
which  waa  read  iwiae,  and  eommittad  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motloD  of  Mt.  Cokbtoox,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiin,  were  imtrneted  to  inqnira 
into  ibe  expediency  of  making  flitlher  ptoviiioa 
by  law  for  the  maintenance  and  sapport  of  Cath- 
arine Low,  who,  since  the  eommencwBeBt  of  the 
late  war,  ha*  lovt  her  husband,  two  sons,  and  a 
son-in-law,  in  the  military  serrice  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  is  in  indigent  eirenmstancee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bawtbb,  the  Committee  ti 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  iniiracted  to 
inqnire  into  the  expedienoy  of  {Hoviding  by  lav 
for  staking  the  channel  of  Cnrtitock  Bonnd,  from 
ttu  inlet  to  Powell's  Point. 

Ibe  bill  fixing  the  ocmMuntioa  of  the  Seoie- 
taiy  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Houe  of 
RmtesentatiTes,  and  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
their  offlen,  was  read  tbe  seeoud  time,  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  engroesed  and  read  a  third  time 


CenfimnaUyw. 

leaentalivas^  ef  Iha  eth  of  this  month,  Inow  lay  befao 
that  Bowe  a  report  iMiriTed  from  tk*  Seetetaty  tt 
Bute,  with  the  copy  of  the  eotre^ondenee  rafcned  U^ 
■ad  req:Maled  by  that  naqlntiMi. 

JAMES  MONHOB. 

Wunnranv,  F*b.  I*,  1818- 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  HMaage  was  also  reeeired  from  the  Presir 
dani  of  ifaeUnited  Suie*  in  relation  to  diaciimi' 
naiing  duties,  and  extra  datiea  pud  under  lh« 
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eomniDoa  -with  Oiwt  BriHlo^-'llrfWrfd  to  tb« 
Comnillre  of  Wa^'ini  U«ali«. 

nSIFOBlC  SAHKBUPT  LAW. 

The  KiBUsder  of  tb«  dap  wu  iptnt  ■■  Con* 

■ktM  of  Um  Wbalcontbo  bill  to  etublkh  ■■ 

uUbrm  annin  of  buknipter  tbroagiioBt  tfa« 

United  Btmtn. 

HkTtag  mcdfl  •  i]nnia&  to  ttriklB  «Bt  ib*  fint 

'  •  biiknipt  biD— 


Ur.  Ttlib,  of  Virgioda,  mU,  tku  kt  wtm  gow- 

mcd,  in  rabmititDg  thii  raolioD,  toMr  by  k.d«- 

Bhonld  th«  CommitteQ 


«ncd,  in  rabmititDf  t 


■in  to  ecooomiM 

WoppMBd  tvtlMpriaoipiaof  tbclHU,tlieiecoaM 

beao  neowidty  to  daky  iti  rejMioa, «  inpoN 

00  it*  friaB^  tb*  itA  of  anxnding  iu  vanoat 
Mclioni.  It  is  Blwara  wid  vmbamMmsM,  «id 
Ifr.  T^  that  I  prCMDl  aradf  tv  ll>*  ^ev  cf  tbe 
HoDM,  in  ibc  debate  on  any  tsbject,  aad  BOlkiag 
covld  be  better  calenlaud  to  increaH  tbat  enibat- 
raMBieat,  tban  tbe  circDmaiaaee  of  flading  mrMlf 
ia  oppoailion  to  tbe  boBoraU^iiKOlber  from  Peea- 
■vlf nia,  (Mr.  Horanai,)  who  lo  Mf  and 
Wabarataly  addfMwd  r«»  oa  rcfterdar.  I  am 
a  aoriet  in  argamant ;  M,«BOUaad«aiMri«llcflA 
TatefBB.  Ur  ihovgbta,  whidi  an  oar  foraea  ia 
Mate^  an  ttDdiafWaMl  and  nadkaialiaad ;  thoM 
of  tbe  boniuaUe  gentknutn  ara  waU  ifaiatd  aad 
nflnlarlr  anaagwl  in  ordar  of  faattla.  I  Kara 
itamwd  my  Utile  ikiff  npoa  tba  water,  and  wkaa 
itaballrinkand  baforfstwa,hiainai«iiablaba«k 
will  bave  oadiTad  tba  atorB,  and  floatad  ia  tri- 
onph  on  the  wiTes.  So  be  it,  air.  I  ban  obajnd 
iIm  isflnaBca  of  diUy  ia  barlag  pnaaMd'  ihia 
BKHnoL  and  t  shall  labaait,  eorajpoaadtyi  lOaar 
laaab. 

Tbe  boBoraUe  gentlattaB,  Mid  Mi.  T.,  m-  yea- 
lardfty,  daaaaaded  of  tbb  Hanaaj  to  eairy  iato  ei- 
•entiMi  all  tba  paweia  of  ibe  aoraenmaat,  aad 
Bl]»aMBtad  li  aa  oar  boandca  datf ,  in  ovecr  ia- 
■tanee  in  wUeh  thaContkaiioa  gara tha  pMret, 
taennlBait.  !%«  scailemaa'a  potitioa  Wte* 
«B  no  alltraaiiro.  Oar  JiaataUao  ia  ukan  ftaai 
wn  oor  TaUiina  i*  loae.  If  thafeatlafBa*  ba 
■aiitut.  waara  atD]ifwd  at  the  tbreahaU  of '  ihia 
iaqnirr;  inafmuch  aaibeConalitatiaaeoBlElBoai 
CoafKM  itm  power  toadop  a  nnifiim  ajMaa  irf 
baakw^jr,  acaordiaf  to  bi*  doairiae,  )*e  are  aot 
n  iaoaue  inta  tbe  aK^diener  of  adoptiaf  aaaU 
■yatviB,  baiflMM(r«eMU«i>raapfart.    HiKe,aiT, 

1  join  i»ae  villi  that  feaileiaaB.  What,  air, 
aikedMr.  T.,i*lbeeadof  allle|Utlatioa1  bit 
not  tba  pablie  goodl  E>«-weeoHa  bare  to  le- 
gialale  away  tbe  tighia  aod  hsppiaaa  of 
coaatitiiaata,  or  to  advaaaa  aad-  aeaaaa  tbcml 
Bapfua,  ib«D,  by  eanyiBt  into  elwu  a  afnei&rd 
aowarin  iba  CuttatinilioB,  we  iafliei  aawaar  " 


jtry-  apoa  tba  poUlieal  hmtj;  will  mlWiieO 
AHHvad  that' Wo  ate  boiutf  bjra  Uiiid  fMalttf, 
and  compelled  to  aat  f  Bkt  iMb  a  doctriiw  eko- 
not  be  aopiwried  erta  b*  the  diatiagnithed  — ' 
eats  of  tbat  gantleman.  Tbepewenor  tMa^t 
■dloiioa  are  all  addrcnod  to  tbo  aowid  4i*en 
of  Coagreat.  Yon  are  not  iaMnatinlf  cam- 
naadedj  bat  aatborizad  taae^  if  ■T*'>*"»gtbe 
gtwd  of  ilie  eoontnr  will  be  promoted. 


Fmimaj>m,mB. 


Havtaa,  aa  I  tmat,  aald  SIk.  T.,  orcnbinn 
thla  poalnon  of  tbe  boaoraUa  gcatlniMB,  1  oill 
new,  by  (bv  iadiilgeBoa  of  tiae  CoBMBfiiM^  jn- 
eaed  to  iaa^tigato  the  pteprieif  of  adepiiBg 
tbii'  bill.  If  ihcte  wa»  «e  other  ob|aetiea  to  im 
adopKoa,  Aa  elieaiiaWioeef  iu  eoaftntw  tx- 
alndre  pririlegea  oa  a  panieiritw  eiiM  «  ■■>• 
eietjr,  vraald  laaan  le  It  n^  o^eairtaa.  Sir, 
I  am  ia  prlnefille  oppoacd  tb  the  gtaai  of  eidfr 
aive  priTilegea.  Tbe  rttf  Dam*'  aad'  MDiMff 
oar  OoTcmmoat  ii  oppwed  to  mwf  waA  gnat. 
Bnt  even  if  I  waa  dtipoaed  to  yidd'tUa  priiiei^ 
in  aay  ca««,  I  cddU  not  do  to  ia  Ikla.  Are  >ot 
Ibe  fanner,  tba  auaaflMtarer,iheiaaelRutk^eqnl- 
]f  aaiitled  with  the  merehaat,  to  Toivproiaetiaa, 
ifrifae  beaeSu  of  ponr  )aw«?  Tbia  Mil  ia  cao^ 
fined  to  the  merobaat.  Wbat  has  tlie  agrieakoN 
lit  aad  mecbanie  dwe  toforfeii  tbajralaiaa  (o 
yoor  joMtc^your  libeialitr?  Look  to  tke  erarti 
oftbalatawar.  Who feigbt yeat bailloa t  Who 
conqaercdatNewOrieena't  Wkn^»tel,eaBaad 
tbe  atar-apangled  flag  to  ware  ia  Irianui  avw 
ihoproadcraaiof8t.GangeY  EKr,M4  Mr.  T., 
let  me  aot  be  nadcntaod  ac  detraetragfron  tba 
merit  of  the  nerobam,  bbov  of  dhem,  dao,  ite- 
~  well  of  the  eonniry.  nalrmoaefwaaUb- 


._     eonniry.  '_ 

ildlyeoDlrlbatcdtoielieveaaraeaeiaiaiea.  Tfaey 
ibmiobed  tbe  alaew;  aad  tba  oihw  daani  to 
whiehlhaTeaUadod,tbebaMaDdnLaaele.  Tbcy 
are  all,  then,  entitled  le  foar  paitoaagr.  Why, 
AcB,  let  iBO  odt,  ia  tfaii  bill  Itmked  to  oely  cae 
etata  of  tbe  eommnnlty  f  Yoa  ara  irid  that,  ty 
relioriaf  tbe  Beiebant  of  hit  dabia,  yea  cAr 
him  aew  atimnlaau  to  Indaitry  and  aaertioa; 
that,  when  a  load  of  debt  fa  preaaag  an  ban,  ti* 
eoerglea  ara  cramped  aad  oppwaaeil  f  tb^  hf 
reUariag  him  freoaaueh  taeaaate,  tbayaieignn 
awakened  iota  a  new  aziaieme.  WiHi  tba  hon- 
onble  raaa  I  ahaoM  hope,  lir,  aaid  lifr.  Tn  that 
wbtm  invatred,  a  deaira  lonaeat  hiaaaglgeiwair. 
to  «om|4y  whb  tbe  ptiaeiplea  of  i&Mgnly,  woaM 
befonnda  ioSalaat  atimalna  to  eMrtleo.  Bat 
admit  ibaiit  tinoiio.I  Bak,alr,if  tbeftraier,  tbe 
meebaaie,  the  awnannlaret,  weald  aot  be  epe- 
iBlad  oa  in  tba  aaaie  wav  with  tbe  meradaai? 
Wmld  not  the  lame  iaciBocn«flt>  paadan  oa 
OMh  the  M&e  effeets?  Ai*  ibey  comfeaedcf 
dMnetHraatariali^ar  made  i^  of  ibeeame  taA 
aad  bbiod?  leiteom  tbe  eonelaatoa  iaetiiabla. 
Bat,  eoMlaned  Hr.  T.,  it  hu  boait  eeataadad 
tltat  ibia  iadolgenoe  ahovld  be  exwaded  te  iba 
laeittoni,  becaaaaof  tfaeaaperiorTiikhe«)eenB- 
taniahiiadreataHa.  Hb property iamlaat a^ 
the  oeeoa — a  Saw  of  wind  is  eooagh  taram  bim; 
UibiaiiiameDtfaeiarieh,aitbeaaitpaot.  Tnt, 
bat  is  aot  the  fbmar  aad  manafaetarer  iataaatf 
hr  connected  widi  aU  his  traaiaMiaoal  Who 
fomiebaa  the  arlielea  for  kia  adeentore;  who 
loada  hb  abip?  Sir,  Am  iateiaat  of  eaek  clew  ii 
cooDeated  and  uterwovea  with  the  iaierettdf 
•rery  other  claaa;  and  if  tbe  mciehaal  Ub,  be 
bring!  rain  alao  i^oa  tbe  agrieuhariit  aad  aan- 
ufaetnm.  Bat.itbaabeeninaiBiiateiLaadmay be 
beKaAerargcd,lkat,e(aeia!rMtet,Buakniptlaw 
OBO  only  Kfpiy  to  Btcttbaata ;  thallb*>fimaara  rf 
tlie  CeatiiiunoD  n«t  hare  Noeired  (be  word  m 
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it  is  rcMiwA  in  Bnflaod.  Altboagti  1  am  mdy 
to  kdmit  lb«t  reftnnn  matt  be  bad  lo  ibe  com- 
mon liir,  in  orderto  obuin  tha  propn  si^ifleft- 
lioa  of  I^bI  lerina  (Red  in  tbe  iD^romeDt  under 
whieh  w«  ael;  jtt,  I  cHnot  well  imifine  wh^ 
ire  ehonhl  resort  to  the  MKinie  lair  of  iGai  bohb- 
try,  eapeeisttf  irten  the  SUtt»of  ihiaUaioD  had 
adopted  baDkropt  lam,  not  ia  name,  bat  in  snb- 
stanee, prior  totheforiDatian  of  thiaCo^itnlloB. 
Tho  eivil  taw  atM  wu  well  notlerKood  by  ihoae 
who  fraiMtt  tbia  instniiiKiit,  and  that  law,  ia  this 
roipect,  applied  tt  all  elaaaee  in  the  eemiBiinitr. 
But,  evea  u  we  Teaort  to  tbe  BBi^iab  law,  tbe 
oouris  will  be  found  to  baro  deciued  maay  per- 
sona Qol  merebaola  to  be  embraeed  in  its  prerli- 
ioiks.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  PsoBsr'Ta- 
nia  gave,  in  the  cmtrae  of  bii  remarks,  a  conelo- 
■ire  arfnoMBt  on  tbia  tnbjeet.  He  slated,  and 
slated  correetlr,  tbat  iDsamaeh  as  eaeh  Bute  had 
&■  iiMolfent  or  bankitpt  spiem  of  its  own,  from 
wbooOT  oril  mtfbt  arise,  the  anihoritj-  was  vested 
in  Cong rces  to  adopt  a  general  regubtion  for  the 
parpoae  of  tDroring  barmoBf  among  the  States, 
and  inlTDdaeins  a  naiform  system  of  jastiee. 

From  all  tbis,  leoDelode  tha*  "--  ' '^'"- 

bo  general  in  it*  prorisionij  ai 
every  olau  of  the  eommanity. 

Bat,  sir,  said  Ur.  T^  I  will  eaadidly  itate  tbat 
if  tbe  present  bill  was  geaeral  in  id  proriiions, 
y«t  leeotd  not  yield  it  my  support,  1  ramrd  it 
wrong  ia  priDciple  aad  iojanoos  io  Itsoeiail; 
and  i  eontead  ifaai^  if  passed  in  its  preMOl  fbrm, 
it  would  not  operate  benefieiaUy  to  tbe  mercan- 
tile interest. 

Doe*  tbe  pradent  trader  reqoire  its  prorisionsl 
He  nerer  ventares  npon  any  btzard  to  the  whole 
amount  of  bis  eapital ;  be  is  saiisied  with  a  regu- 
lar, slow,  but  oertais  proSt.  If  risited  by  mjs> 
fortnae,  ariiiag  from  any  nntbrcMen  occurrsnte, 
ha  bas,  io  tbe  general,  taken  care  to  reierre  a 
auficteney  to  meet  his  engagement^  and  to  act 
tha  part  of  an  hoaest  man.  These  are  the  men 
who  eonatilote  tbe  pride  and  boast  of  yonr  mer- 
oantile  ebaraeter.  They  re^nire  no  legislaiiTe 
proriifo*,  MMraiing  as  a  reecipl  in  flill  of  alt  de- 
i>aad«  ;  and  if  sneti  men  abould,  against  all  rea- 
Mwahls  caiealatioiM,  be  nnfomnnte,  ibsir  credi- 
tors will  nadersiatid  their  real  tntarcsi,  snd  indulge 
tbea  oa  their  eentracls.  WH)  not  the  creditor 
nnderaiasd  bii  own  iaiereM  as  well  as  the  honor- 
able member  from  Pennsylmnia  f  Will  ibey  not 
alio  know  ttMtibeir  debia  will  not  be  discharged 
by  eoafoiag  tbe  bod^  of  their  debtor  in  jatll  Bir, 
a  ptiaea  is  ao  plaee  in  which  the  debtor  ean  rs- 
tfiave  bis  mined  fortnne.  ot  comply  with  his  en- 
gagameats.  (  appeal,  aaid  Mr.  T^  to  the  experi- 
eacB  of  arery  member  of  tbis  Committee,  if  it  be 
not  a  Aet,  that  iada^nees  are  almost  in  erery 
case,  in  which  an  honest  man  has  fallen  into  mi^ 
fortoiM,  eitended  M  bim  by  hia  ercdlton.  I  re- 
peat, Iben,  tbat  iho  fhir  and  prudent  trader  does 
not  wish  for  thia  law.  Upon  whom,  then,  will  it 
optraiabcnefieiallrl  Who  will  seek  refuge  nader 
iu  proTirioos?  The  bold,  dasfaiog,  snd  ihonghl- 
Icas  adTeniorer.  He  eommences  life  wiihoirt 
capital  I  bis  flrMflifhtisnade  with  paper  wings; 


ha  goes  into  bank,  obtaina  an  accommodation— 
seenres,  sa  far  aa  practicable,  hi«  endorser — runs 
in  debt  to  tbe  artist — ptirchaaea,  on  a  credit,  from 
tbe  farmer  and  manufacturer,  and  pot*  to  aes.  If 
sneoeasfol,  he  complies  witii  faia  engagements, 
■ad  is  rich  -,  if  otherwise,  he  takea  a  receipt  ia 
fbll  nnder  this  hilt— pays  off  thoasands  by  aa  oatb, 
and  is  in  ao  worse  condition  than  at  first.  Be  i* 
ibea  thrown  back  again  upon  society,  not  lo  poi- 
saea  more  prudeM  course,  but  to  react  his  fotmeff 
extravagance*.  Voa  have  made  him  more  atU 
veninroiM  by  this  bill ;  he  even  now  deserts  tba 
insnranee  oSee ;  for,  by  so  doing,  if  suocesrfiil,  h« 
seenres  to  himself  tbe  amount  of  the  inaurance, 
and,  if  otherwise,  be  reiorls  again  to  tbe  whole* 
some  medicine  of  (hia  law.  Mark  him  still  for- 
ther:  to-day  be  U  inaolrent ;  to-morrow  he  is  free 
from  debt.  Heanlnadventores.  Let  ui  imagine 
him  saecsssfiii.  The  winds  have  been  morepros- 
nerena — the  clond  no  longer  lowers  ;  be  is  rich. 
What  is  his  eourse  then?  Does  he  pay  off  his 
debts  1  No,  sir ;  be  dashes  tbrongh  your  street^ 
said  Hr.  T.,  in  ail  the  pride  of  Wealth,  and  laugbe 
in  the  face  of  his,  perbapa,  atarviog  creditors.  Is 
tbis  boBorable?  And  yet  ia  not  thia  bill  calco- 
laled  lo  produce  these  estrela  1  Can  it  be  regarded 
,  diaboaotable  ia  him  to  panue  this  eonrae  when 
year  law  points  to  it,  and  justiflea  him  in  it  7  U 
it  net  to  t«  premmed  that  your  laws  are  based  on 
I  honOT;  en  instice  1  1  charge  gentlemen  to  beware 
last,  in  their  ezertiona  to  ameliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  debiOT,  they  inculcate  diihonoraUa 
and  noworihy  principles.  Sir,  nid  he,  the  mem* 
ber  from  Pennaylvania  expoaed  lo  as  on  yester- 
day tbe  evils  arisiog  aader  the  eziating  State  sys- 
tems. In  order  to  exciie  onr  sympathies  in  favor 
of  this  bill,  he  told  us  Ifaat  at  tbia  time  there  were 
70,000  insolvenlB  in  tbe  United  States.  I  did  not 
nodentaad  whether  merchants  alone  were  taken 
into  the  estimita,  or  whether  all  classes  were  els' 
braced.  Bat,  in  order  to  have  derived  any  weight 
from  tbis  view  of  tbe  aabiect,  ought  not  the  gen- 
tlsmaa  to  have  contrasced  oar  sittiatton  wilb  ibo 
dtaalion  of  some  eoaalry  in  which  tbis^  hia  favors 
ile  scheme,  is  in  opetatioD?  Look  to  Bni^n^ 
the  oooatry  ttom  which  we  borrow  this  system ; 
there  they  enjoy  the  fbll  benefit  of  tbis  bankmpi 
law,  and  yet  I  will  ondertake  to  say  tbat  in  Bn^ 
land  aloae.  aoconnceled  with  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land, and  whose  popnlaiion  does  not,  by  many 
millions,  exoeed  onr  own,  the  proporiion  of  iir- 
solroBis  io  that  coaotry  and  tbia  will  at  laaat  be 
Ibnnd  lo  be  in  the  lalio  of  a  thonsand  to  one. 

Mr.  Ttlbk  then  said,  thai,  in  his  judoment, 
this  tav  was  ealealated  to  iatrodnee  ftaad  to  an 
extent  eertainl^  never  witnessed  in  ifab  coontry. 
Sir,  said  he,  will  not  this  bill,  shonld  it  pass  into 
a  law,  become  here  what  it  is  on  the  other  side 
of  the  waterl  What  has  been  the  course  of 
things  ttteref  Haa  the  embescElement  of  effeeta 
been  prevented  there  1  The  Parliament  has  goaa 
so  far  aa  to  make  tbe  conceaiment  of  effects  by 
the  bankrupt  pnniababie  with  death  i  and  yel  how 
often  is  the  crime  committed  1  Every  indace- 
ment  ia  hrid  oat  by  the  law  to  diriioneety— 4 
starving  wife  Mid  children  imptore  bread  Mid 
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prolectioo  it  the  hands  or  lh«  bulwDd  and  faili«r; 
yovr  law  lempls  him  la  lecnn  it  for  them  by 
<D«De«a line  his  moDey  or  effects,  fajr  Noelaiming 
la  him,  "  be  tecret  for  tome  three  or  four  montba, 
"*  until  [he  prcMnl  notta  bat  lobatded— aotil  four 
■*  creditor*  have  gJTen  you  t  certificate  of  dis- 
"*  charge,  and  then  yon  may  in  lafety  enjoy  the 
"*  fruiti  of  your  diihoaeilT."  Bni,  aii,i*h>t  mors 
•tlocii  it  doi  Wby,  it  holdi  out  the  temptation  in 
the  one  band  and  the  paniabmeot  in  the  other. 
Conicious  of  the  difficulty  of  prerentisg  fraud, 
in  what  way  doei  ibl*  bill  undertake  to  guard 
•gainci  it  1  You  firtt  put  ibe  mati  upon  hit  oath: 
70Q  then  bold  out  ioducemeDU  10  informers;  and 
even  this  is  not  all.  No,  sir,  said  be,  you  then 
call  upon  the  wife  to  sire  tutimony  in  condam- 
aatioa  of  bee  huibana,  thereby  breaking  up  the 
marital  bonds,  and  allering  the  established  law* 
of  society.  The  lorely,  delicate,  trembling  fe- 
male, is  rudely  drwged  before  (he  tribunal  created 
by  this  bill,  and  reduced  to  the  condition  of  either 
swearing  falsely,  or  ofeoDTictios  her  bosbBud  of 
|wrjury.  Away  then,  say  I,  with  a  system  to  be 
executed  only  by  such  mesos.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T., 
if  you  wish  jrout  citizens  to  be  honest  nod  virtu- 
OQB,  do  not,  by  your  I^islalion,  bold  ont  an  invi- 
tation loa  dJSereDt  state  of  thing*.  A  re)mUi- 
can  Goveramem  can  only  be  Eupporled  by  rirtui  i 
and  the  end  of  all  our  legislation  should  be  to 
encourage  our  fellow- citizen*  in  its  daily  practice. 
"  Once  a  debt,  always  a  debt,"  is  a  sound  rule 
of  policy.  The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hof- 
KiMOKJ  uked  if  we  would  place  the  debtor  at 
the  mercy  of  ibe  creditor.  No,  sit,  said  Mr.  T., 
it  doe*  by  no  mean*  follow  from  the  rule  I  have 
laid  down.  Imprisonment  is  not  necessary  to 
eafoice  it.    Let  me  refer  you  to  the  law  of  Vir- 


i*  levied  on  the  tMidv  ; 
Um  debtor  gives  notice  of  his  inteniioii  10  tne 
eradilOT,  delivers  in  a  schedule  of  hi*  efleot*  on 
oath,  and  is  discharged  from  eonfinement  j  but 
the  debt  still  exists;  if  at  any  future  day  he  ac* 
quirvi  prapcrly,  he  is  still  liablej  nay,  if  he  has 
sworn  falsely,  and  he  i*  not  detected  until  hi* 
death,  even  then  the  creditor  laTleahisexeeution 
and  obtains  hi*  due.  I  oonteod  then,  said  Mr. 
T.,  that  the  indocemenl  to  dishonesty  is  Doibing 
is  magsiiude  10  what  it  is  under  this  bill.  But, 
air.  the  honorable  gentleman  slated  that  the 
dootor  had  it  in  his  power,  under  our  State  law*, 
to  lelecl  the  creditor  who  should  be  first  paid ; 
i*  it  not  so,  also,  under  this  bill?  may  he  not 
with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  his  situation  pay  off 
K  favorite  creditor,  before  he  commits  njiy  act  of 
bankruptcy?  The  gentleman  further  says,  that 
the  debtor  nuy  convey  his  properly  to  a  friend, 
for  his  own  benefit,  with  a  view  of  defraadiog 
his  ciedUor*.  I  know  not  what  system  of  jnris- 
prudenee  prevails  in  PeDnsylvania,  but  in  Vir- 
^nia  the  whole  transaction  could  be  investigiiied 
m  a  court  of  equity  and  the  deed»  rendered  void. 
But,  sir,  said  he,  in  order  to  give  lo  this  bill  ibe 
support  of  this  House,  it  is  not  only  ndceisary  to 
IWtDt  out  defects  in  existing  systems.  Qentie- 
Ben  must  prove  tiiat  this  scheme  is  as  nearly 


perfect  at  can  be  expected.    I»  warmest  friends 

cannot  proooaoce  it  perfect.  Let  me  rentirk 
here,  sir,  said  Mr.  T-  that  nothing  is  more  difi- 
cult  10  prevent  than  fraud — it  works  undercover, 
and  hides  itself  from  Ifae  eye  of  l^islatioB.  If 
yon  attempt  to  paoish  it,  you  only  drive  it  to 
seek  out  path*  more  unfr«]Uented — labytinihi 
the  mora  inexplicable;  I  do  not  evco  uk  lhet» 
fore  for  absolute  perfection,  but  the  imperfection* 
of  thi*  bill  ate  obvioo*  and  palpable. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  T.,  I  have  another  strong 
objection  to  the  bill ;  [  regard  it  as  the  most 
ftniifol.  possible  source  of  li(i|ntiwi.  Lo^  again 
to  Bnglaod  for  expeiieace.  I  submit  it  to  bgal 
gentlemen  to  say  if  it  1ms  not  produced  there 
more  litigation  than  any  other  subject  whatever. 
The  bench  of  the  juris!  groans  underfolioa  con- 
taioing  ioaumersble  eases  arising  under  the  Jaws 
of  bankruptcy  in  England.  Look  10  oar  own 
short  experience  of  three  years,  whea  n  aimijnr 
law  was  in  operation  here ;  cases  arising  aoder  it 
have  not  yet  been  settled,  altkottgh  fifteen  year* 
have  passed  by  since  its  repeal.  A  bill  hii  piser ti 
this  House  at  this  session,  appointing  new  com- 
missioners in  some  case  where  almost  all  ocuti- 
nally  appointed  have  departed  this  life.  The 
fact  is,  sir,  that  the  commissioner*  and  asugnee* 
are  geoerali^  the  only  peraotu  benefited — they 
run  away  with  the  money  and  leave  the  emptf 
purse  to.  the  creditor.  These,  then,  are  some  of 
the  happy  effect*  of  this  holy  bill. 

But,  sir,  the  hoooiable  member  from  Peuntvl- 
vania  has  urged  upon  us  the  passage  of  this  biU, 
on  the  gronad  thai  a  preservilioo  of  union  re- 
quired it.  Yon  must  have  n  general  system,  he 
tells  you.  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  harmoDf 
among  the  citizens  of  the  different  Sinict.  Let 
me  tell  vou,  sir,  that  instead  of  producing  hn- 
monf ,  I  Delieve  that  this  bill  would  be  an  apple 
of  discord  to  the  people.  How  would  t£a*e 
classes  excluded  from  its  operation  like  the  dis- 
criminatida  it  proposes  to  make?  Would  the 
mechanic  or  farmer  like  to  be  told  by  the  mer- 
chant,  "  yon  shall  linger  in  jail  for  roor  debts, 
while  I  am  released  under  the  lawof  Cangresi  V 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  do  not  fear  a  di*«aiutioa  of 
this  Union.  These  Slates  are  honnd  to  eaek 
other  b^  a  unity  of  interest,  and  their  strcngtb 
will,  il  la  to  be  hoped,  endure  forever.  I  appre- 
hend more  danger  from  a  conselidaiion  of  power 
here  than  from  anything  else.  We  are  not  sat- 
isfied with  our  powers  as  they  are,  but  we  are 
ever  evincing  a  restlessness  u  increase  them. 
Project  after  project  i*  laid  upon  your  table,  by 
which  we  ask  of  the  State*  a  surrender  of  mum 
new  power.  Upon  the  whole  view  of  this  sol^ 
ject,  then,  Mr.  T.  said  that  he  was  disposed  to 
leave  this  question  to  be  settled  bj  iheUegiila- 
tures  of  the  different  States.  He  observed,  by  way 
of  conclusion,  thai  he  hsd  been  indueea  to  take 
part  in  tbisdebaie  from  his  peculiar  EtUMU'oo.  He 
represented  a  district  pertly  commercial  and 
partly  sgricuUural ;  he  felt  a  strong  desire  lo 
promote  Ibe  interest  of  every  pert  of  the  cotn- 
munityj  he  had,  however,  never  heard  a  whin- 
per  in  Richmond  from  any  merchant,  that  they 
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wiabcd  BBf  law  of  thU  aort.  From  mr  knowl- 
ed2«  of  the  chtrMter  of  ihe  merehftOU  in  ibat 
eUy,  uid  be,  I  feel  emtiified  ihat  tbay  do  not  wiih 
to  seek  shelter  from  their  flngacemenu  noder  a 
bankrapt  law— ther  aik  for  no  law  operatiiig  aa 
a  receipt  in  foil  (o  their  ciediton.  Let  me  nre 
you  an  iutaaoe  of  their  conne,  as  ptcMnted  by 
the  papers  of  that  city,  and  I  beliere  truly  pre* 
scnted.  Two  yooB^  genileiaen  oomneDced  ilie 
meioantile  bwiaen,  and  from  some  uatoward 
oconrteBee,  failed  ia  liade ;  (heir  creditors  as- 
aemblad,  compromued  wilh  Ibem,  and  diMiharg«d 
thain  from  their  demands;  they  commenced  boai- 
ness  again  and  were  saee«Mfal,  and  they  hare 
torn  up  iheii  discharge,  and  paid  up  ercj^  cent 
of  ihetr  former  dcbu.  This  is  the  coadnot  which 
will  charaeterioe  the  trolr  honorable  merchant. 
But  this  bill,  as  I  have  said  before,  will  render 
honoiabfe  a  different  course.  Learc  men,  then, 
,  air,  lo  follow  the  diclaiei  of  their  own  integrity, 
1     and  your  course  will  accord  with  the  admoni' 

tiona  of  policy  and  wisdom. 
I  Mr.  HoLHsa,  of  Massaobaiclls. — Bankruptcy 
I  is  (ba  diatribaiion  of  (he  property  of  an  insolvent 
debtor  among  his  creditors,  in  proporiion  to  their 
respectiTeelaims.  The  object  is  to  discharge  the 
unfoctanaia  merchut  or  dealer,  after  he  shall 
hava  delivered  op  bis  properly  for  the  um  of  hii 
creditora. 

Were  this  to  be  confined  to  the  honest  and  fair 
dealer,  and  not  liable  to  be  perverted  to  pnrpoacs  of 
fraud,  I  would  most  cheerfully  aid  in  the  design. 
The  moiivea  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill  are  an- 
qnestiouably  laudable,  and  many  worthy  objects 
would,  undoubtedly,  experience  a  salutary  relief 
by  its  operations.  Bm  u  this  bill  contemplaies 
a  system,  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  its  future  ef- 
,      feeu. 

i  in  countries  where  baying  end  selling  are  the 

I      prinoipsl  employment,  wnere  mneh  active  eapt- 

I      ital  is  needed,  and  transfers  ore  freqnani,  it  may 

b«  good  policy  to  eocoarage  and  protect  enter- 

i      prise.    If  the  nation  is  concerned  la  the  success 

^     of  traffic ;  if  the  habits  of  the  people  lead  them  to 

,.     other  employments,  less  beneficial  to  ibe  interest, 

I     or  consistent  wilh  the  policy  of  the  Qoreraoient, 

y      to  protect  the  onfortuoate  dealer  might  be  deemed 

.     eorrccL    England  is  a  nation  of  merchants  and 

,      manniactaren.    The  latter  depends  upon  the  for. 

f       raer  for  a  market.    The  hazard  requires  some  se- 

cnrily,  and  a  bankrupt  system  may  be  necessary. 

I       Holland  affords  very  tittle  trade  Irom  her  home 

I       productions.    Her  active  eapilal  is  rapidly  flue 

I       tuating.    SbemayneedabaJikniptsrstemioen- 

,       courage  her  trade,  and  iospire  her  adventurers 

I       with  confidence.    If  the  spirit  of  enterprise  needs 

to  be  roneed.  If  speculation  langtiisbes,  if  stock  on 

band  accnmulales,  and  foreign  produce  is  scarce 

and  dear,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  some  stim- 

nlas  is  not  wanting  to  inspire  the  merchant. 

la  a  ooantry ,  cooiineToial  as  ours,  the  aid  of  the 
Government  is  required  when  commerce  is  dan- 
gerous, and  its  avails  are  wanted.  The  restric- 
tions imposed  on  us  by  the  belligerents,  aad  the 
,  ooosaqoent  necessities  and  dangers  of  commerce, 
might  have  required  the  noonragcDent  of  any 


morcbants  bnt  oars.  The  British  and  French  bad 
■nitcd  to  destroy  oar  trade ;  to  erois  the  ocean  be- 
came eiceedingly  hazardous,  and  the  risks  of  the 
merchant  were  immiaeat.  To  have  enconraged 
credit,  by  giving  the  debtor  a  pledge  against  losses, 
might  have  been  policy.  The  proapect  and  dan- 
ger ef  a  war  might  have  produced  an  additional 
inducement. 

But  in  time  of  general  peace,  whan  trade  ia 
seeking  ita  accustomed  ehanitelsj  when  we  have 
more  carriers  than  can  ficd  employ,  and  mote 
importations  than  can  find  a  market,  to  absolve 
tbe  debtor  from  debts  which  ha  shell  contraet,  is 
holding  out  a  lure  to  rank  speculation,  highly  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  aociety. 

It  is  a  general  principle,  that  good  policy  re- 
qnires  that  those  who  promise  should  pay.  Tbe 
reason  must  be  good  and  the  necessity  great  which 
allows  us  to  dispense  with  it.  Neither  the  dis- 
tresses of  a  few,  nor  the  clamors  of  maoy,  should 
iodace  ustopassa  law,  which  absolves  men  from 
their  debts.  The  efieets  on  society  should  be  »«n- 
sidcted  before  we  venture  on  snck  an  ezperimenh 

1  represent,  air,  many  worthy,  respectable  mer. 
chants  and  dealers,  whose  iatereais  I  woold  eber- 
isk ;  and  some  nnfortaatte  ones,  whose  condition 
I  wonld  relieve.  Could  the  honest  child  of  mit- 
fwtnnc  exelnsively  receive  tbe  benefit  of  this  act, 
I  would  vote  for  its  passage.  But  I  know  the  et 
feets  of  the  former  system,  and  I  fear  the  sam* 

Are  gentlemen  wiUiu  that  this  act  shall  ba 
merely  retrospective  t  Will  they  confine  it  to  tbe 
relief  of  those  already  in  distress  1  Will  they  be 
content  lo  antly  the  sponge  lo  debts  already  con- 
tracted 1  There  wonld  be  atrong  reasons  for  this. 
The  men  incurred  misfbrtune  tn  times  of  great 
haiard,  and  when  tb«  coaotry  and  the  revenoe 
required  their  enterprise.  Many  made  fortanes, 
but  many  were  involved  in  ruin.  1  regret  to  sea 
these  man  pressed  down  lo  the  dust,  without  the 
hope  of  relief.  But  even  such  a  measure  is  at- 
tended wilh  iu  diffiealties.  It  might  afford  induce- 
ments to  others  to  engage  in  msh  and  imprudent 
enterprises,  in  tbe  hope  of  similar  aid. 

Bnt  present  relief  i«  not  the  object  of  this  bill. 
You  are  to  asiabliab  a  system,  and  it  is  proper  to 
consider  ita  eSbcts  when  viewed  prospeetivelr ; 
in  this  view  it  has  bean  chiefly  considered  by  tne 
seniieman  from  Pen nsylvania,(Hr.HQPKiiiBOK,) 
Its  principal  advocate.  The  labor  and  industry 
which  that  gentlemaB  has  bestowed  on  this  sab- 
jecl,  and  Ihe  able  manner  ia  whieh  be  has  ex- 
plained and  defended  it,  demand  our  rcapect  and 
our  candor.  Frobablv  he  has  made  it  as  perfect 
as  it  can  be,  and  surely  baa  represented  it  as  per- 
fect as  it  is.  I  will  endeavor  to  examine  some  of 
ils  prtHBipeat  fentares,  aad  consider  some  of  his 
reasons  in  its  fjivor. 

The  geoileman  intimates  that  tbe  States  hava 
parted  with  their  right  to  enact  a  bankrupt  ay>- 
tem,  and,  as  they  have  delegated  the  power  lo 
CongrcM,  we  are  bound  to  exercise  it.  Sir,  is  it 
certain  that  we  must  exercise  every  power  grant- 
ed in  tbe  Constitution  1  Have  we  no  d' 
wbeiber  the  aaeraiae  of  the  power  be  n 
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nortitwbat  time'?  I*  tbe ComritntloD  imp««- 
tiTe  opoa  the  Legialaiare,  tJui  ibey  altklt  imtaiitly 
TBt  in  ution  eVery  power  gnoted  bf  tbe  Con- 
slUmlOB?  Tbem  tral;  we  mnt  pees  tbe  bill, 
wbeitier  w«  witl  or  no.  Boc  1  ipprefaend  tbwt  a 
fnieoMtiiKtlDaaf  the  Cnetitntioii  will  eeBKcir 
Wttmnttbisdoetriae.  CoH^Knibmll hsTS poem 
''to  fix  the  siandRrd  ofweightj  and  neunre*;" 
this  hu  B<Ter  bees  done,  mtst  bu  tbe  duif  ever 
bwn  deemed  imperklire— "to  borrow  m«M]r ;" 
bat  I  shetild  thtnlc  thejr  bad  some  diseretion  wbe- 
tliet  or  ne  it  wete  neeeiMr;^  to  provide  and 
naiittMtt  a  navf ;"  but  oalr  >■  in  iheir  diaerelion 
it  ehall  be  needed — "  to  raise  and  rapport  armiee;" 
bnt  Eurelr  they  ttPe  not  always  obliged  to  hare 
an  array— "to  declare  war  g"  but,  upon  the  gen- 
tlMDBD'i  reatoniDg,  we  ntaat  do  it  immediately, 
and  ftf  raune  be  always  at  war,  beeevM  we  are 
oUtged  to  eBcnrfee  all  onr  powere. 

Bat  the  gentleaiui  Tiinbei  eonuBde  ftr  the  ae- 
oVMiiy,  OB  (be giouad  that  the  SuieB  areobliged 
to  temrl  to  iniolrent  laws,  aad  that  the  esereiae 
of  ibie  power  fay  the  Uoitsd  States  will  prcTanl 
tbtm.    I  aoafeiB,  sir,  I  do  net  pcreeiTe  by  what 

{fooau  of  TeaMming  he  comes  to  bi>  ceneliiskHi. 
f  tbis  power  giveB  lo  tbe  United  Stone  of  itself^ 
a^d  whether  exercieed  oi  not,  probibJte  the  States 
from  pMting  bankrupt  lawi,  ereatiog  this  law 
eUBOt  do  more.  Bat  neltkw  itaie  power  nor  avy 
other  power  Megtnd  to  tbe  UniMd  States,  is 
eseluiiTe,  aolees  tbe  Statee  be  prohibited  iteiex- 
enise.  Ii  Conffiees  iboMM  BWer  eea  fit  to  fix  tbe 
MtDdatd  of  weight!  aad  meumrea,  will  it  (bllow 
that  the  States  oatmot  do  ii,  aod  that  we  eea  have 
BO  weighla  and  maanrei  f  Bbi  if  iaeol  ?ent  law* 
vm  bankrapt  Ibwb,  tbe  power  1b  the  CoasiitDifoD, 
Mwn  the  MMfeman'a  own  hypoibeif^  pnbibite 
tocaa  IB  lie  States,  whaiber  thie  power  be  «zer> 
eiecd  by  ni  or  not.  If  they  are  not  baakiwitt 
lawi^  to  flxeiefee  tbo  pawer  «fieB  by  cbe  C«i»tt- 
taiioB  eanaot  aflhct  ntem.  This  law,  ihereffHe, 
COB  bare  bo  effect  npon  tbe  insotveM  laws  of  tbe 
States  Hd  they  woold  leniaiii  animpaliwd,  bbn 
withitaaditif  thie  ocl.  The  result  wowd  be,  thai 
in  those  Statee  where  there  are  iDMlrent  lows  t 
debtor  might  have  tbe  beoedt  of  betb ;  or,  failing 
to  obMin  a  discbarge  oadtr  oae,  he  migtti  fly  to 
the  other.    This  douUe  syvtem  of  relief  WoaM, 


ftasdalent  in  their  e&ois.    ,  _.,  __ 

both  is  tbe  sane:  tile  objeet  is  to  relieve  the 
dobior  k7  ,a  distitttatioa  of  his  pmpetty.  -  The 
«Bient«I  tbis  lelfef  cMtstitntee  tbe  only  dlffereaee, 
and  the  maiire  to  fraod  will  probably  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  rdicf  afibrded. 

Bat  it  is  said  that  tbe  erediiot  ae  well  as  debtor 
ie  to  be  proBicd  by  tbte  aet.  However  benefleiat 
it  may  be  to  the  merchant  who  is  a  ereditor,  that 
•  debtor  should  beeoate  a  baaknipi,  f  apprehmid 
that  oreditora  generally  would  eirperieoce  veiy 
little  profit  fiom  it.  If  even  among  merchants 
both  are  benefited,  1  etiongly  suspect  that  tbe 
pnMia  would  be  injared.  No  encoaragement  to 
s^Mcnlation  i*  necessary.  If  both  borrower  aod 
loMer  bare  siTftDgei  iadaeenenti^  then  wiH  be 


mere  ruwiiw  Id  debt,  aad  eonsequeatly  more 
bankrapt*.  The  ardor  for  speeolatioa  is  rircady 
too  etroag,  cepeoiaHy  atBong  tbe  yomig  meo  of 
small  oapltal :  if  tbelr  progreee  is  slow  and  tem- 
pered with  nantien,  their  prcMpeett  are  sate. 

The  genllemaa  speabe  fbelingly  ofmeTAaats ; 
■ad  for  this  seneibility  for  tbe  nnfoKiraate,  1  ae- 
eord  him  my  thanks,  and  joia  in  his  sjnnpatbies^ 
Bnt  I  cannot  agree  with  him,  ibot  the  laerehaBis 
are  entitled  to  ibis  boon  for  hnviatr,  aa  he  saf% 
paid  miilioni  iato  your  Treasuiy.  Sir,  who  f»^ 
nished  the  foods?    I  hare  beard,  nnttl  1  am  die- 

Smted,  the  berellcal,  exploded  doetritte,  that  it  is 
le  mercfaaot  wbo  furnishes  and  paye  the  irapeet. 
Bat  what  it  the  sooroe  of  ibis  rerenuel  Is  it  not 
the  prodnet  of  year  laads,  year  waters,  and  yonr 
labor  1  Whence  the  eatgo  exported  which  pnr- 
cbased  the  car^o  imponed,  npon  wfaioh  the  im- 

Eost  lax  is  psid,  bat  from  tbe  sonrees  which  I 
tM  named?  And,  sir,  who  hot  the  canstmier 
of  ibe  imported  arttcle  pays  the  tax  7  Another 
benefit  which  we  are  taught  to  exmet  la,  ibsit 
wheaa  menfinds  heis  failing,  he  will  be  indve«d 
the  sooner  to  stop.  I  shimla  draw  dtreetly  the 
ojqMsite  conclusion.  If  he  proceeds,  he  may  dis- 
entaagle  httaielf ;  bat,  shotild  he  fliil  ai  taat,  he 
has  nothing  to  lose :  bis  debts  am  diacbargedt  be 
may  begin  apin  with  eqaal  prospeets.  Instead 
of  encouraging  a  man  to  slop,  it  would  snrelf 
eneoar^e  him  to  go  on. 

Cenid  this  siogTe  b«iefit  reanlt,  an  cqoiiaUe 
division  of  tosses,  without  iocivaeiM  hazard  and 
fnnd,  I  would  vote  for  this  bill.  Bat  iheexp^ 
rieace  of  the  last  baaknipt  act  bae  taight  as  Je»- 
soatwhleh  onvhl  long  in  be  remembiied.  We 
then  Mw  men  rich  te-dajr,  bankrapt  to-amrrow, 
and  next  day  in  fall  basineas  aad  gtcBt  styles 
while  tbe  poor  farmer  or  manufacinter,  who  had 
been  raiaed  by  theit  ezttaveganee,  mast  suOr 
the  penahici  of  the  taw  in  a  jail. 

Bnt  we  Bie  further  told  that  it  will  put  no  oa 
an  eqnality  with  ftwoigner*.  If  the  act  be  ftirly 
etoeaied,  aad  the  ncigbbor*  and  endoreei*  of  tbe 
bankrapt  derln  no  benefit  from  their  peoxtmity, 
the  dieloot  nroditor  will  bomest  beoeflled.  If  »». 
iheAmericaaiereditortrfadebiiB  Bun^, orth«re 
tbcro  are  banb^t  lawi^  is  on  better  greand  thaa 
the  Bntopean  crediior  of  a  debt  in  Amariii^ 
W<Mi«  there  ue  none.  Bnt  if  the  netghboelay 
creditor  has,  fl«m  bio  eitaatioa,  an  ad  Ha  tageover 
him  at  a  distaaee,  it  mast  be  from  the  facilities 
to  fraud  wbieh  the  law  fumishas.  To  ntioto 
tboec  10  fteedom  who  are  now  is  tbraUom ;  to 
givo  eflbct  to  iho  priaeipfee  of  huaiaaiiy  nsd  ve- 
Dgioa,  are  ebjeets  worAy  of  an  ealightened  aad 
benevolent  mind.  Herc^isea  attribute  of  deity; 
it  is  twiee'  bleeeed-in  him  who  gives  and  ia  him 
who  reoeivce  it.  But  meray  bae  no  fdlowsbip 
with  ini^iriiy. 

If,  while  wo  ntiera  the  dhiresaed,  weeaooor- 
aqfi  fraod,  we  are  not  the  firilbfol  repreeeantires 
ol  the  people. 

Thus,  sir,  1  have  endeavored  le  answer  tome  of 
the  prominent  reaeons  in  faroi  of  this  bill,  given 
in  the  very  ableargomentof  the  geatleman  from 
PeaaaylvaBfa,  (Ut.  Hohiixbok,)    Tbe  ovite  of 
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the  dahgen  inth  wliMi  ihU  tjttun  n  fhini^. 
New  Iwm  reqoiiw  oiiwli  jwlisial  enMitioD,  »Bd 
«T«  a  ftnitfal  sonrM'  of  litigttioil.  Manr  Umtiili 
arinnnad,  and  maek  Une  «Dd  propcMf 


n  mrfin  to  MtytliHf  llk« 
»  r«nilaf  «ytteiB<  Thenofltftei  ikAtdwMber 
act  Eu  been  npMltd  twttn  orfiftce»  jnttra^  >od 
r«t  tbfa  T«Ty  sMiioB  *t  taM*  baan  obH(ad  W 
|iaM  ■  law  10  nrire  a  eammiarioB  nndw  ibat  act 
wbish  iR  Boi  7R  floMlwd,  aid  the  wiOBtiMioiflR 
dead,  u  prtity  iirMg  piW  tbai  litigatioa  and 
delajr  ara  tbe  nec«M«rf  atteadaala  of  aneb  a  law. 
BdI,  air,  ttiia  it  sot  ali<  Toa  are  eraatiaK  imr 
and    ottnotdiBarT    tribaaah,   mkooww  t*  tiM 

reople,  Boanh  of  eotamiMfoaeTB,  with  axmor- 
[aary  powan  to  narob,  acixo,  and  imprtMiD,  ara 
atBoBf  tha  minblan  of  tbli  taw.  YoB  lainpt 
men  W  ewBiniteriiaa*,  and  ate  obliged  lo  iMiaaat 
the  paBMhMcat  at  fon  eteeia  tha  temptation. 
Tha  right  to  trial  hf  jnf  i*  i«paii«d,  ooMdeDoe 
i*  deatroj^  and   vice  and  imtaoralitf  -  "   " 


le  BoteaiaritfiMeaSeieBdraetlTC,  i*  mt  ump- 
tation  to  ipeenlatloii  sattciaotl^  stMiif^  Thia 
act  will  tadace  thooMHida  of  iaduatTiooa  ud 
vtrtaona  yoang  men  tnm  nfe  aad  hooect  em- 
ploTBwn^  and  fdonge  than  inio  apeoalatiM, 
which  will  mta  ib«r  fViwdt  and  dettiaT  tMr 


To  lake  the  ca>»  of  aa  azfitlngi  bankrayur, 
and  tTf  the  opeMtion  of  ibi*  bfll  npottit,  is  «k' 
treating  the  Hbjeet  fliirlr-    Lei  (he  merahaDi  w 
tradtt  oomntHica  with  tha  praapeeia  which  this 
hill   afibtda  belbre  him,   and   1   aA  what  will 
habMaonnel    Yevcaapnnith  him  for  ffa«df 
IB  eaBcetdiDff  his  «Seet^  bat  sot  fbr  inpvovidfeat 
or  raA  apeaSlaiioB*.    He  may  be  ■neCMafil,  and 
I     make  his  fbROoe ;  or  be  may  ftU,  aad  hta  debit 
will  be  disaharged  by  the  «petaiia>or  ihakw. 
I    Whare  he  has  arcrrihiag  to  pin  and  nothlDf 
I    to  lose,  ha  wiU  iacnr  any  haiard  at  the  eKptaae 
I    of  bis  ftiesd*.  his  boaor,  and  hit  DRMdltr^ 
,       Tbie  bill  will  be  a  Hbtti«H«  for  iBsmanee.    If 
,    he  emiB  ttve  the  prasniotn,  he  mtm  It  to  hiduelf  t 
,    if  th««h]p  isloet,  sheialottto  ihoetadiMra. 
I       Beridas,  sir,  it  proBMtM  idlapets,  and  tniM 
men  from  agtibnltnni!  and  ttakafaetiwing  em- 
^Drin<n>s  low  botiaess,  for  wbieh  tbay  an  not 
fit  a  ad  which  tber  do  aot  nodctMnd.    thoRgh 
ISBor  it  eateatia)  i»  rinae,  we  are  tea  apt  M 
eaicem  it  at  a  Mine.    To  yoMBg  men  the  tUKp- 
tation  it  vtrong  to  commence  trade,  and-  whan 
ihW  ean  be  doae  at  the  risk  of  others,  if  It  iira* 
ttttihlei    Uenee,  air,  jon  law  will  dmw  thou- 
sands from   the  pwsnlls  of  maanJaatum  a«d 
arttfloltare,  and  place  them  where  they  will  ba 
wort*  that)  ntdett.    They  wilt  rnn  all  haaanh ; 
they  wiU  evcB  become  amoggtett  aad  law-hrtak* 
en,  if  they  onn  do  it  dmh  other  itaii^  aeaM. 

Bat  thia  bill  it  destgned  exelaeiraly  for  o«e 
ctasB  of  eitizeDt.    Tha  maaufoeiuratt  aad  tw 
t  exelndedt    Wen  than  no  ether  ot» 


for  all ;  and  Why 


'ohaM  is  rtlietad,  and  hia  dtfaw  am  diKtergndi 
the  former  it  in  prisoa  oa  aeeoant  of  the  failure. 
la  this  right?  it  this  that foii  and  enal  jattie* 
whith  it  dae  to  aU  the  eitimat?  Yon  wiU  ia- 
oiade  broheta,  a  elaaa  of  men  noi  entitled  I*  tbO' 

TJm*^  [  mppDH)  Sfv  aotiUed  to  fntror  from  the 

Ci  and  neettnry^  risks  they  inear.  Btit  tha 
ler,  who  is  eaamt  with  toaU  and  alnoei 
impenepliUe  jmAt,  is  raiacd  by  the  apnuiatiena 
of  tile  biokcr,  aad  ha  it  entitled  to  a  Pritaa,  and 
the  biaha^io frcedoai.  Sit, let nt auikaoai the 
fitat  atetini  of  thia  bill,  and  thus  prcnni  a  sya- 
tamtofnli  of  mitehiaf  aad  daaiilate  of  goad. 

Mr.  P■■Iua.^  of  VirginiaL— The  idanae  ol  the 
Cmwtilaiion  ofiheUailed  Sutea,  which  aaafolta 
Congteti  to  eaiablieh  nnifarm  lawt  on  the  ta^ 
jaat  of  baakrafteiei,  fnrnlihetaa  aaomafy,  when 
eonaidar«l  in  eonnexioa  with  any  sonroe  of  in> 
lerpaetartoa  lo  whloh  we  arB  anthoriznd  to  iwMt. 
In  eeuling  the  maaainv  of  other  phrataa  or  teeh' 
nioal  lenu  fooad  ia  lEi*  iaatrnmoM,  w»  are  aa- 
enttooHd:  to  tatart  lo  the  Inwa  of  BKijontj  the 
mnrilime  law,  the  eoBmon  lanr  of  Bagland,  tha 
civil  kw,  or  tame  other  nnwrtttos  law,  or  known 
itdm-  d  iMtrpntaiicn.  Bai  the  oonpleBt  idaa 
rapnsantad  by  the  lem  bamkr»fto\/,  haa  node* 
tetniBaie  daTtlopnwat »  aithat  of  ihaae  nnwrta- 
tan,*  lawt,  or  amy  eoanrnoB-ptnea  lanraa  af  e^ 
tctoaiion.  The  e^remiDo  lueli;  at  well  at  tfa* 
tah^-BMttei  to  whiah  it  it  andiaaUa^  bnnff 
deimd,  at  leant  ions,  ftomihalawaef  BaglnaC 
aa  ennewd  by  the-  Partiamcot  of  Gieai  BriiaMi,  i 
an  mHwtirinad  n  adnit  onr  oMigatioo  ta  raanc 
to  than  Brhiih  tMHniaa,  when  aaefing  tha  ohJaeiB 
itf  tha  ImaMTt  pawer  eonfonad  on  CSaaMpeea. 
Bat,  bamg  thu  ncived'et  tbeobjaM  ot  an^aaik 
BMUer  of  oor  dtlanaiid  power,  it  m«t  en  aU 
aidea  be  conceded,  that  itt  modincatioD*  end  ean* 
ditiena  (if  imradoead  into  any  eodc)  will  defend 
OS  tha  iMialMiva  diaaaetion  ef  Coogreat. 

The  bU^ow  bafoa*  na  wna  imrodneed  iaw 
Congraaa  a  jnnr  Hnca,  and  tha  ftienda  of  ** 
nuaatne^  having  lakni  amide  lime  lodinatto 
levenl  naeta,  1  hnd  aspeoted,  that,  in  inmSne^ 
thb  elahotme  ayttam  bnm  Onm  Bril^  te«w 
alteiaaian  ia  ita  fenn,  or  aaodiiaarion  i»  fenlnrr, 
wodd  hMO  been  anggwilai.  It  teemed  ^nhe  nn« 
pratMhlc^  thai  a  eoda  ao  eatanaiTe  f n  i«  Brinsfpian 
and  eoaapliettad  ta  ita  datailt,  fonaed  en  iIm' 
SngJiab  matidit^  woaU  be  aoiMd  in  aU  ila  paaie 


Itlaad,  Of  miher  w 

ifaeae  cenfodemted  ceoatriea,  nbaadv  ingnlaied 
by  ayatama  ot  Imny  dfflmag  materiaUy,  notenlp 
Mm  Britiih  laws,  bntfrou  each  other.  In  wtr 
daftakini  ^  latk  of  nadinf  the  filtf  pane  an 
which  the  biU  dwolla,  I  had  been  flaitenf  with 
the  boae,  end  ptobaUy  tha  Taaity,  of  flndiac 
tonathiBg  of  iha  hamMpnn,  eome  iadigaaana 
IvnMira  wbiok  might  at  leatt  gMiify  aa  Ameca- 
ean  teate.  Uy  antieipBtieHs,  hmvevar,  have  been 
dbappoiaMd ;  the  bill  is  pretaMed  to  na  in  iha 
shape  of  iu  fint  impoTMUan  ftom  Bnrape.    b 

■    "    iiih  atpeet  with  wk""^  ' — 

m  mem^tdia  of  the 


idbyCoo^le 


msTOftT  or  o<»76b;»9s. 


H.ovB. 


ham. 


Fbbkdart,  1SJ8, 


"n*  urnti  of  the  GonUiniioii  of  the  UniMd 
States  cwttiDlf  permittMl  the  Jadioiarf  Com- 
mittee to  report  the  bill  in  tliu  shape,  and  ai  Mich 
I  am  willing  to  enter  ioto  a  difcawion  of  iu 
merila.  Bat,  permit  me  flnt  to  notjee  lome  of 
the  remaike  with  vhich  the  jeatieiBaii  from 
PeniMjlnnia  (Mr.  HoPKuraov)  haa  inirodneed 
thii  TolamiDoni  bill  to  the  atteatioit  of  the 
Honu>  That  hoDorable  mamber,  if  I  nndeiatood 
kiBk  hold*  CoD^eu  beaod  to  enact  a  >f  item  of 
buurapt  lawi  in  comeqaeoee  of  that  claue  of 
the  ConttitntioD  whioh  en^ei  it  to  leciilate  on 

the  Hige«c    it  is  admitted  that  the  mme^ 

the  Constttatioo  might  hare  impoaed  aaeh  an 
imperative  oblicatian  on  Congteai,  but  ther  hare 
»t  doK  so.  The  power  lo  pa«s  laws  too  the  enb- 
jeot  of  bankropteie*  is  conferred  in  lemu  of  the 
Mune  import  ia  which  the  numerona  other  poi 
era  of  legislation  are  dealt  o<U  bf  the  Coostito- 
tion,  and  no  one  will  Tsntore  to  asauaie,  ae  a 
gmeral  priaeiple,  the  obligation  of  Congreaa  to 
pan  laws  in  erery  ease  where  it  may  hare  a  right 
to  do  10.  The  fnuners  of  the  ConstitQiion  bad 
tbenuelres  the  power  to  legislate  on  ihissubjeet, 
and  any  detailed  praelteil  regalations  ther  might 
have  ineeried  in  the  Conititation  wenld  hare 
been  carried  into  execution  as  the  anpreme  law. 
Bnt  the  oonrentioa  omitted  lo  make  any  such 
Mgnlatioo,  and  was  eontented  tonfer  the  power 
it  poeawsed  orer  this  object  to  Congress,  and  the 
Congress,  being  new  poneieed  of  that  power, 
mast  determine  for  itself  u  to  the  propriety  of  its 
exereisei  If  the  honorable  member  oaiy  intended 
to  intiit  that  Congreas  woald  be  under  a  moral 
oMigatioB  to  legislate  of  bankrupts  wheoerer  the 
oMenmataoces  of  the  eoantry  required  stich  a 
neasore,  I  will  yield  the  proposittoo,  hot  by  this, 
wUbaot  more,  the  biUonder  oonsidaration  ae- 
qnirei  no  aid. 

Alihotigh  I  hare  read  this  rolumiooiu  bill  with 
all  the  BtlttBtion  of  whieh  1  am  capable,  I  cannot 
beast  of«ny  intimate  knowle^  of  it*  ptaetical 
dotaile,  by  reason  of  a  want  of  experience  with 
regard  to  the  abjeeis  of  commerce  which  it  |Wo- 
fesate  to  regnlate.  It  ie,  howerer,  inommbrat  oa 
the  friend*  of  this  bill  to  giro  as  all  the  light 
which  may  enable  «*  to  dciermioe  whether  it  is 
proper  to  ianorate  on  the  nre-ceublished  laws  <^ 
tiM  country  j  and,  until  tku  be  done,  I  gire  the 
genilamen  tiotiee,  that  in  every  charge  of  igno- 
maee  of  oommereial  ohjeet*,  I  am  fnmisbed  with 
a  new  weapon  of  attack  against  the  bUI,  for  I 
Mver  can  and  never  will  rote  for  a  system  of 
laws  while  igncKant  of  its  utility.  Many  of  the 
Stales  of  the  Union  (and  I  believe  the  greater 
Mimber,  if  not  all,)  bare  adopted  reguatwns 
with  raprd  to  iosolveneies.  These  iDSotreat 
lawa  hare  been  passed  under  circtinuiancei  of  a 
nore  intimate  knowledge  of  the  onulition  and 
wiskea  of  the  people  of  the  tespectire  States 
ihra  Congress  can  boast  of,  or  is  likely  at  any 
time  to  obuin.  Tbe  people,  from  the  time  of  the 
Rerolntton  to  the  present  ilay,  hare  been  con- 
tented with  these  Slate  aystems,  which  are  pre- 
fentd  to  bankrupt  laws,  by  reason  pteeisaly  of  all 
theee  eirenmalaaeea  in  whieh  they  respeciirely 


differ  Utm.  baoknipt  laws.  The  Slate  which  I 
hare  the  honor  to  repreeent  in  part,  tlM  policT  of 
which  is  not  dissimilar  to  that  of  aone  other 
States,  has  adopted  the  statutes  of  Elizabelk 
againit  frauds,  with  insolrent  laws,  which  per- 
mit unfortunate  debtors  to  be  exempt  £raa  im- 
prisonment, on  ■orrendering  their  eucu  for  the 
benefit  of  their  creditors.  It  is  tme^  that  any 
estate  the  debtw  may  acqoire  after  hie  disehain 
from  imprisonment,  may  be  made  liaUe  to  tM 
payment  of  his  debts,  bnt  I  hare  nerer  heard 
complaints  of  the  injustice  of  such  a  meaiOR 
from  «itber  ereditora  or  debtors.  The  conrucl 
law  yet  adhne  to  tbe  old  common-law  notioa  of 

Siring  the  preference  to  the  diligent  creditor  wlu 
rst  applka  for  justice,  and  sufieriog  the  dilatair 
suitor  (where  the  effects  of  tbe  debtor  ar«  innt 
bcieot)  (o  abide  by  the  conseqocBces  of  hfa  owi 


Sleet.    But  our  coait  of  chancery  is  open  t_  _ 
of  discovery  and  aeconnt  in  behalf  oi  oredi- 


a  axaioi 

not  only  relieves  against  fraod,  bnt  has  a  prWctice 
of  marshalling  deots  and  apportioning  effect)^ 
with  as  neat  jnatice  and  saaQ  expense  ae  could 
possibly  be  effected  by  the  bankrupt  systera  now 
proposed.  The  evils  so  cloqaently  deiiounoed  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Peonsylrania,  show 
that  the  lawa  of  one  or  two  Stai^  as  regardt 
frauds  and  insolvencies,  are  piodneiire  of  ineoa- 
Teoieneea,aDd  abould  bare  a  correction  from  some 
qnarier.  Why  not  obtain  relief  from  the  Stat« 
Legislatures  ?  Their  power  to  administer  the 
proper  remedy  cannot  be  doubled,  and  their  dis- 
position to  do  so  ought  not  to  be  called  in  goes- 
tion.  Trne,  Congress  has  the  poerer  to  make  a 
system  of  bankruptcy,  bui  may  not,  and  I  hope 
will  not,  tbiak  il  expedient  to  exercise  that  power 
at  present.  Whenever  this  authority  is  carried 
into  execution,  it  is  admitted  on  all  aides,  that 
the  system  most  be  uoiform.  and  will,  of  neeet' 
aity,  either  totally  or  partially  repeal  the  insd- 
vent  laws  of  all  the  States.  But  one,  two,  at 
three  States,  should  not,  by  reason  of  inconra- 
nienee*  peculiar  to  tbemsalves,  and  which  ih«i 
have  tbe  faculty  of  themselves  to  obriaie,  jndu« 
this  Oevenment,  by  the  inirodnctioB  of  thii 
huge  cod^  to  which  the  people  are  strangers,  M 
rob  all  the  other  States  of  tbe  Confederacy  of 
tbe  iamiliar  and  vcU-tried  laws,  which  iiara 
always  been  popular  beeaoae  pectiliatly  adsplnl 
to  the  local  halnls  and  circumstancea  of  the 
l^aeea  in'  which  they  obtain.  The  few  Stales 
that  have  sores  of  tbla  sort,  are  not  entitled  to 
bring  their  calamities  into  common  stock,  when 
it  ii  so  evident  thai  a  mere  exertion  of  their  ova 
free  will  can  fnrni&h  an  adequate  relief.  If  ika 
laws  of  Pennsylvania  are  deficient  as  regatdi 
frauds  and  insolvent  debtwa;  if  this  deficiency  i) 
willing  oa  her  part ;  if  she  boasts  of  her  cos- 
tempt  for  courls  of  chancery  that  hare  beea  la 
intltomental  in  other  States  in  detecting  fiaods, 
and  marshalling  claims  against  unforttUMie  debt- 
ors ;  shall  riie  be  admitted  in  tbi*  coafeduaie 
cosncil  to  produce  her  wretched  polity,  and  call 
for  a  remedy  which,  while  it  may  administer 
some  sort  of  comfort  to  her,  entails  a  thoosaid 
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Fbbritabt,-  1818. 


Um^brm  BmikntfC  Law. 


H.  wR. 


„     ituta,  who  hkTe  iranUed  f  on  with        

plaintB  in  thi*  icspeel  7  Will  Mf  Suie  that  rol- 
nntarilr  iimmIm  1>w  awh  police,  and  of  efaei«e 
asBnian  mn  ooioas  atiitnd*,  be  entitled  to  denand 
the  pUDiifanent  of  ait  her  aeighbori,  far  th«  ap- 
plication of  cauBtica  inliablo  oolr  to  W  own 
condition  1 

Tbe  geaUeaian  Iioid  PennvflTania  haa  eoD- 
vincsd  me  of  the  iocffieiener  of  the  JDRdreat 
laws  of  thai  Btat^  he  haa  ihowa  that  ihoH  laws 
aie  ill  executed,  iMt  the  application  of  iBMlTcate 
for  relief  are  sa  Dnnerou  as  to  reqoita  lb«  daily 
labor  of  the  cotirta,  that  laMitiide  preraila  in  tbe 
courts,  that  the  nottat  aenalljr  Mrvcd  on  tbe 
eredilor  ia  ■  fonnal  maoknrr,  and  that  handieda 
■re  availing  (hemselTei  of  the  relief  of  the  iosol- 
veot  lawi,  whibt  their  ertdUon  make  no  at- 
tempt to  aift  tbe  good  faith  or  pnTiiy  of  («eb 
iranaaciloB*.  I  will  aik  the  gantlemaa  to  reflect 
whctber  tbe  Oenetal  QorenmieBl  can  ean  raeb 
of  thcie  erils  aa  iraaseeBd  the  anthofttf  of  ibe 
State  Legialatnre.  A  baokropl  •fttem  will 
tranafer  the  jnriadiction  of  theee  caaee  to  the 
federal  coort;  bo t  that  eoatt  will  eoneiat  of  the 
■ankB  deacriptien  of  peraoaa  with  ih«  State  oonrta, 
and  the  lawa  of  the  United  State*  compel  the 
federal  sodtu  to  adopt  the  rale*  of  praeiloa  which 
prevail  in  the  Slate  cowta.  Bo  moeb,  Ifaetefore, 
of  tbe  geatleman'a  complaint  aa  impataa  the  dla- 
eaae  to  the  nnmeroea  ioaiaiMei  of  ioaolrCDCf ,  or 
the  nwleot  of  oreditorc  or  their  ationers,  or  offi- 
cers of  court,  or  a  relaxed  piaetiae,  will  admit  of 
no  relief  from  the  exertiou  of  tbia  Oorcinmeat. 
We  are  told  of  tbe  great  adnatage*  Englaod 
baa  derired  from  the  baalcrnpt  ajFitam;  if  tbia 
be  a  eoaaideration  to  iadaee  ns  to  adopt  that  af  *- 
tern  in  ila  trne  Bagliah  dieaa,  then  let  na  have  it 
aa  Kaglaad  took  it.  Tiie  avBtem  in  that  cooatir 
etole  into  exialene*  under  the  ambnah  of  four  or 
five  cenlnriea,  I  am  not  convineed  that  Bngbuid 
could  bare  borne,  or  that  the  people  of  that  eonn- 
uj  wonld  have  nffered  tbe  iMdeo  and  inaian- 
laneoua  ioirodnetioa  of  that  eomplez  and  mvlti- 
farioua  syeienii  and  in  that  eoantry  tbe  attempt 
to  make  a  total  ravolatioQ  in  the  mereantile  law 
by  a  single  dash  of  the  pen,  aa  is  inataaeed  heae, 
wonld  have  leqaired  tat  exertion  and  risk  which 
no  politiciBn  baa  ever  enconoiered.  Out  eounlrjr, 
aa  well  aa  England,  mar  ^  *!>'*  to  '»■'  "P  ondet 
this  ayatam,  bat  abe  maat  do  ae,  as  Ba|^nd  haa 
done.  We  have  lomewbeis  read  or  beatd.of  tbe 
tobaet  laborer,  who  eoold  eerry  an  «z  on  bia 
riionlder,  bu  be  aeqnired  tbe  power  to  do  ao  br 
beginning  wiib  tbe  animal  whilst  a  yoang  calf. 
So  the  heavy  baakropl  code  baa  gradnally  ia- 
oreased  to  iu  present  bnlk  by  nioieen  diff^eal 
acta  of  Parliament,  made  in  ihe  reigns  of  twelve 
■oecemive  priacea,  and  gtadoatcd,  Ctom  tine  eo 
time,  to  the  paUi«  stren^b  and  circumataoees. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylnnia  baa,  I  tbiak, 
carried  us  to  the  aitb  year  of  Henry  the  Bth,  for 
the  &tat  act  of  Farliamtnt  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
rapicy,  but  there  is  an  act  of  Parliament  on  that 
aobjeat,  enaeied  before  tbe  34th  year  of  Henry 
the  8th,  which  mui  have  aiaaped  the  attentioD 


of  tbe  geBtlcmav,  aa  I  am  uaUe  to  diaeoro  that 
BUT  of^its  provisioaa  have  been  adopted  by  the 
bill  now  Wore  the  eommitiee.  I  mean  the 
atataie  made  by  reason  of  the  ill  jiraetieea  of  the 
LoaiUMrds,  many  of  whom  were  in  the  habit  of 
eoatraciiitg  debia,  and  abacoading  from  ibe  king- 
dom  without  paying  tbesa  debts.  That  act  pro- 
vided, that  whne  one  of  them  contracted  a  debt 
and  proved  insolvent,  tbe  other  merc^mis  sboold 
be  liable  to  tbe  creaitor.  Tbia  act  was,  by  its 
terms,  confined  to  Ihe  Lombards,  at  guilds^  or 
companies,  but  in  Imib  extended  to  all  the  mer- 
cbania  eagagad  in  foreign  eommeree,  because  all 
ao  engaged  then  held  tbe  liberty  of  traffiektaig  by 
grants  irem  tbe  Crown,  or  licence  of  companies 
or  eorpontioB*  eagagcd  in  particular  bmaehea 
of  trade,  and  sneh  Englishmen  as  embarked  tbair 
e^Htal  in  foreign  trade,  tStcUi  iheir  object  hf 
inveetiiy  tbelr  money  la  tbe  eioek  of  the  Lorn- 
buds  or  guilds,  or  by  trading  nudec  their  ptoiM- 
tion  Of  liecaae.  If  the  eilixen,  deniiea,  mm  alien 
mersbaata  of  our  scaporta,  conid  petsMde  ibem- 
lelves  to  sutmiit  for  balf  a  ceotory  to  a  regida- 
tion  similar  to  this  act  of  Parliameat,  and  to  pay 
to  the  yeomen  and  artileers  all  tbe  debta  eo»- 
tracied  by  tlie  merebants  who  migfat  Cail,  ihvf 
miriit  acquire,  with  tbe  people  of  this  eoaalry, 
mA  a  pc^laiUr  tad  inflnenee  aa  to  iadaee  tbe 
Qoremmcnt  to  place  them  in  a  eonditicmeaperior 
to  that  of  oar  other  fellow-citizens.  To  saob  a 
test  of  pairiotiam  oar  merehaats  would  not  wil- 
lingly submit,  nor  would  any  one  be  so  illiberal 
aa  to  reqaire  iL  Yet  the  submiasion  withoM 
murmur  lo  ibat  severe  regnlaiion  was  a  eondi- 
lion  precedent  the  aeqniremeni  by  the  metehanta 
of  Sitglaad  of  those  odious,  exclusive  rights 
wbieh  placed  them  above  His  Majeaiy^  other 
subjects — the  same  pri  vil^es  that  are  so  modestly 
demanded  of  our  Govemmeot  by  Ihe  alien  aad 
citisen  merebants  of  our  trading  towns, 

Tbe  bonotaUe  gentleman  from  Penaaylvania 
has  ushered  this  bill  before  ns  with  a  deecr^)tien  «f 
its  ebaraeter  and  origin,  which  certainly  eaiitlea 
il  10  Ibe  greateat  atieatioD.  Tbe  ptineiple  of  tbe 
hill,  ha  says,  is  itot  derived  from  iIm  bloody  law 
of  the  twelre  tables,  which  eommaaded  that  the 
body  of  an  iaaolreat  debiar  ahoald  be  mil  ia 
pieces  aad  distribnied  among  his  creditors  in  fn- 
pottiOB  to  their  dsnands,  or  that  inhnmau  law  of 
Rome,  wbiab  subjected  him  to  imprisoamaM, 
bard  labor,  uid  atripee,  and  bia  family  to  slavery ; 
bat  is  denved  from  the  mild  law  of  eeasioft  U- 
tredoecd  by  tbe  Christian  emperors,  wbleh  eem- 
pelled  the  onfortanMe  debtor  only  to  sanaader 
his  efiasts  for  the  benefit  of  bia  etadiieraj  and  1 
uadersiand  tbe  gentleman  to  smts  that  this  hv 
of  GcsrioB  bad  its  origin  in,  and  owned  itsehu- 
BCier  to,  the  Christiaa  religioa. 

If  this  bill  was  entitled  lo  the  mild  cbaraeter 
affirmed  of  it,  (which  la  not  adrailced,)  yai  it 
might  be  difficult  to  itedoce  its  proviaions  from 
iheOhrtstianrcligiea.  TheNewTeatameoteon- 
tains  no  eommereial  ra[alaiioB«,  nor  does  it  for- 
nisb  materials  from  whence  a  sysKm  of  bank- 
ruptcy could  be  drawn.  ledeed,  the  only  inalaiKe 
of  speeolatien  aaioag  the  primitive  CbrisiiaM  or 
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iManM  wu  the  oalfptnou  anou  tk«Bi  who 
could  have  ekjned  adaiinion  inioUa  prmttgvd 
order  of  mvehanta;  be  carried  iha  manaf  £ag, 
«Bd  Mwiblf  wai  of  iba  dncriptioa  of  Mnou 
oallM  daalm  in  nebaose,  as  MUDtwaea  in  lh« 
fint  Hctioa  afUii*  bill;  Mit  bi*  proriBf  a  tniior 
aod^^^  de  te  eonld  not  bare  given  the  euly 
ChfBtiMH  air  verjr  exalted  notioD  of  ihe  ocea- 
patfon  kj  wbieb  be  imUbcd  tbeavarice  whieb  led 
to  bi*  guilt  and  death.  We  arc  eonoMaded,  it  is 
Idle,  to  fo»LTe  ihoaa  wbo  ttaspau  -a^init  u; 
but  if  tbe  (3oT«nuneat,  nader  ptetenea  ef  com- 
plyiag  with  tbi*  eaminaMi,  gmat*  a  eenifiaate  to 
tbo  metcfaaal  wbicb  sfaall  operate  a«  a  fceeipt 
afaiaai  a  dabt  dne  a  Cbiialian,  that  Cbriatiaa 
Junaalf  woaU  be  tberehr  def rtfad  «f  tbe  opfNti- 
tttaitr  of  falflUiag  fak  dittjr,  aa  it  wonU  be  iai- 
-peeaifcla&f  hin  to  forgive  a  debt,  oroeai|ily  with 
the  c— wnand,  whea  tke  debt  itself  i*  aBoihilaied 
'b]rtbe>ael«faMezMnanl.  Butiftbe) 
m«  PeoMjrlaaaia,  wbo  auada  fiiat  ia 
aUe  profeMWB,  ahvald  be  ooaaulted  with  tegaid 
10  tbia  eoDHHaDd,  he  would  pcobaUr  uf  tbai 
ikere  was  a  Afiefeoee  benrean  tfce^usea  aad 
debu,  aad  that  a  eonunaad  to  fo^rae  iboae 
wbo  irenaK  agaioM  lu,  did  bdi  extead  to  tbe 
extugaituieiii  ef  dabla.  I,  tir,  aiaearelr  profen 
ObriiiiaBitft  *ad,  iaasmneb  a*  tbe  gantlanaa 
bat  eoBMBied  tW  origin  of  tbe  wjtun  of  this 
bill  with  that  idigion,  I  pledge  mpelf  to  vale 
for  Ih*  bill  whanerer  be  sltovrc  me  any  eomaaand 
W  do  ea,  oa  Ibe  aaibofiiy  of  (he  New  Teetanaaot. 

Sir  WilUain  Blaefatoaa  oaoli  tba  mildaee*  of 
Ike  baabapt  lawi  with  aa  much  vebeiaaace  at 
the  friends  of  tbia  bill  cam  do.  He,  too,  depw- 
oalea  the  bloodr  twelve  ublet  and  the  law  of  iat* 
MiaoMBcat  of  anfonunate  debtort;  aA«  which 
he  iatrodant  tbe  Sa^iah  baakrapi  ajntesi,  bj 
which  the  laiiknpt  it  panlihabfa  with  deaih  for 
ee*«n  diictaat  oMcaiv  which  wen  never  befme 
iiiaaiiliiirl  aa  eiiaMa.  and  ia  placed  ia  tbe  piUerv 
and  baa  biaeart  imiled  aad  etttaff  feraaeitbtii 
.eSBaae,  whtah  the  good  old  eoinman  law  eon- 
aidered  aa  aa  inaaaant  aet. 

I  will  fw  a  maine&l  jrieU  all  oppoation  to  tbe 
principle  Inm -which  tbe  gaaileaiaa  (torn  Pean- 
.ifivnia  ha«  Mailed ;  bat  waoU  thai  honeeaUe 
member  abide  wilb  ate  on  that  priaoiplc,  asd  net 
,fanaka  me,  wbiltt  oa  hia  own  groaad  )  I  will  at 
«11  haaardi  uj  tbe  ezpartmeat.  That  gcMlt- 
maa,«Aet  rejecting  aavaral  ctad  and  amMRfd 
mrmwma  of  poliir,  hat  expeeaatr  adopted  Ibe  &o- 
maa  law  of  eewMn  as  correct  in  ^neiple,  and 
the  lonndaiioD  of  the  poller  ^  eeek*  to 

To  thie  then  1  yield  mjrawDi.    TbeR 

of  cetaioo,  however,  only  exempted  tbe  bodyaf 
ihe  debtor  from  iraptitaaaient  on  anrreadeaiDg 
hiteffeota  Esribe  btoefltof  tuS'Qrediton,nBdaoy 
eataW  he  '  '  " 
hiaoradil 

tbe  bill  DOW  before  n*  ia  ettentially  different  from 
the  law  of  cettion,  whieb  mote  intimately  reaem- 
hUa  tha  iDiolvent  lawt  which  are  alteady  in  force 
in  MTMal  of  out  Smiea,  and  may  be  eaEorced  in 


TItia  bill,  if  pasaed,  will  intmkiee  a  a^Mem  of 
onbHive  privite^  and  cxtnonlinmr  liabifiiisi, 
atratpaetaaparueiilaro^etor  dataalRMw.  It 
ia  therefore  odiovt.  If  it  eonld  b«ebo«n  that  the 
privileges  tbe  metehaau  are  to  oojoy  above  ibeae 
poctcaaed  by  the  rest  of  ont  fellow^ilixaaa  wcaU 
not  overpay  them  for  ibe  eatraocdinary  liafaUitia 
they  are  to  iaeor,  yet  my  olqaciion  wimU  r- 
maiD.  The  pririlage  of  being  exensM  from  tjit 
ordinary  laws  of  soeiely  ought  not  to  M  gnntei 
except  in  caoes  of  imperie«s  nceeaaita.  In  eaa- 
■neratiag  my  ubjaetioaa  la  this  bill,  1  ahall  eeaCae 
myself  to  iu  esiential  featnrea,  or  to  anch  of  in 
pmvisiont  aa  in  frienda  will  admit  moeC  Kmaia 
to  tbe  bill,  if  it  pa  taw 

Tbe  Army  coamlt  of  an  oaler  of  nkcn  wbe 
lubc  IhemaelVM  to  the  rafUiary  ptofeeaion.  It 
it  geverned  bf  tl»  -maititl  law,  whioh  eoutea 
exuneive  ptivilagea  aad  axwawdinaty  liabi/itioa. 
On  ihii  aaaoaat,  tke  law  martial  bat  at  all  lime) 
bera  diuetithed  by  oarsdvea  aad  eoi  ^tnowaton 
aa  an  intteDcbmBnt  upon  that  jasi  aqoaUtf  of 
rigbis  wbiab  ought  to  prevail  in  a  free  caantry- 
II  it  iheacfore  bat  eddom  leaaftad  to,  aad  onlj 
when  neaeeHty  demands  ita  ate.  Bat  tha  aysicm 
of  bankraptey  now  prepoeed— •withoat  any  pie> 
text  of  neoeaaity— 4b  mfiaitely  more  frightful  nnd 
disgusting  then  the  law  marliaL  The  aoMier  ii 
the  oktteoi  of  the  martial  law,  ud  the  anarohaai 
ia  tbe  ol^eet  of  the  baakmpl  i 


irregnlar  ineatsion,* 

rigbu  of  the  hnner,  tke  awefaniucand  tba  labov- 
CT.  Any  of  theae,  by  tbe  fi&eenib,  aeveuaaBtti, 
or  iwaniyfcnrth  sectioiuof  the  bill,  may < bo  com- 
pelled Is  B^eai  before  the  merchant  teibnnal  <f 
thn  aytiamrto  swear,  not  only  aa  witaiwaa,  bat 
in  Mlalion  to  matters  involving  their  own  iaut- 
ta  anawec  qaettioas  wnieh  may  laad  a 
iwn  caaviatian  and  puniahaMni  at  crimi- 


patiad,  at  tha  will  ot  tbit  uibuaaL  Thay  an 
maeeovar  liable  to  be  paaishad  aa  erimiBtu^  if 
«OBvicHd  of  ooaaaaling  a  baakmpt,  and  an  eak- 
jeeMd  M  psoailiea  fur  demaading  mdebt  due  u 
ihenuclvea,  if  that  debt  be  a4}udfed  «B^  or 
ftaodolont.  Wheit  a  oommiasion  of  baaavpcey 
laat  be  merehuia, 

.__  It  ihay  are  beet  ■«• 

qnaiatcd  with  aaereaiUilB  iranaaatioaa,  aad  the 
anlnamwill  bemarefaante.  Tbaeeeommiaaioa- 
OMAave  judicial  powers,  and  ooosciMiaaeoDtt; 
and  allbongb  a  jary  may  aoetetimea  be  ealled  n 
decide  ^qmted  &cla,  it  will  be  a  jary  of  mo- 
cbaola,  aa  hat  nniformly  been  the  cue  in  Eat- 
Uad.  The  yeomaa,  on  discovering  that  bis  mer- 
chant debioi  it  in  doubtful  circBBUiaeac^  allies 
for  lelief  to  tbe  oomuum-law  eonrt  of  his  State, 
to  which  he  hat  been  aocnetomed  te  look  for 
radreo.  Hia  applioatioa  ia  rejected,  and  be  ii 
refened  to  tbe  marcbant  tribunal  of  connuasioB- 
eiay  who  he  i*  uifbimcd  will  settle  all  elabu 
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•t«iMt  the  dibtOT,  who  ia  tbn  dapcirad  »£•  the 
AUtkaritT  to  pay  hisomt  dsbt.  Od  s|>pl)riii;  to 
tlia  tommianoaun,  h»  ia  rtquirad  to  tak«  the  fr«ai 
<Miib  Uutbeb  hinwlfaB  hoM«l  intii,«r  ibal  hii 
Ja6i  n  JQUaad  aot  frMtdntait ;  and  n»w,  wban  ha 
«apecu  to  reMin  bit  nMnajn  'be  eaniniaiiaiMn 
rciOM  araa  to  look  «t  liu  KMMitt,  uatU  he  s«l»- 
naita  to  ihe  eondttioo  thai  be  irill  snflwr  hinaalf 
to  be  crintwtUr  pnitiabed  if  bh  demaiid  shAll  be 
K^jn^S'd  an  vnJMl  «Qe.  On  temblf  gubmiltiitc 
to  tbia  coBdiiion,  be  i*  loU  tbM  be  aar  Ujr  is 
bia  elaim,  and  proseeate  hlif  snit  before  tbe  conn 
«f  aoinnHiioMn.    Hereto  Are  ahiUiags  in. the 

Sound.  Bat  aiuMMbei  Maie,diaeoTeriDg  tbu  bis 
ebior  baa  ability  to  pay  tba  d^  ha  igaiji  aeaks 
jottica;  bat  is  bow  nwi  wilb  aaaaawer  natikr 
lo  the  ajMtent  plea  of  the  benefit  of  cleqy.  Hi* 
debt  is  auiDf  niibad  witbaet  payncal,  aod  with- 
out bia  ksftwledge  of  eonaeat,  beoaiiM  bia  debtor 
waa  a  merchatO,  In  ooe  re*peet,.tJiu  jiriTilete 
•r  eariificRM  of  banknipley  ia  noae  vexaiioiM  tbaa 
tbe  anciani  plea  of  the  benefit  id  datgj.  When 
tbia  iatMi  piaa  Wat  aUegcd,  a  eattttii  isetbad  of 
deciding  it*  vecity  waa  ahnys  «  hand.  The 
peraos  wbaolaiMW  tbebeecfit  reeeitied  tba baek; 
if  he  could  reed,  be  was  a  dark,  aod  tbetcfoie 
diachMfad ;  if  he  ooald  ^oat,  ha  wet  a  larmao, 
and  therelbire  tried  M>d  )Huiihad.    Bat  whether 


bean  hiiheiio  a  qgaitioa-of  nitonung  diffioohy. 
Tbe  friertda  of  ihia  l»ll  adntt.aad  iodeed  muuid, 
that  it  ia  aJl-eeaeoiial  to  ooafine  iu  liabiliiiea  to 
mercbaaia only.  The daMriplioa  liable toa eam- 
misuoQ  of  baakniptey  is  a*  eeriain  as  tbe  like 
deaoriplieaa  in  the  Engliab  Byetavi,  whioh  u  aa 
serfeet  as  tbe  natwa  of  tbe  aal^eet  will  adnit. 
Yet  tbe  yeoman  and  arhficar  wilt  fieqaaQilv  be 
haneeed  by  aitetnpis  Is  anbjcct  them  to  the  law. 
Tbe  gnuer,  as  uigh,  is  daalaKd  by  the  bill  aoi 
le  be  liable ;  but  if  he  iiadci^  allboiub  aot  liable 
aa  a  graaier,  be  ia  aa  a  trader,  and  tu  men  Ifade 
some^  The  atawte  of  tba  twenty-first  year  of 
Jane*  I,  piorided  that  "arcty  aetaoo  who  ums 
tbe  trade  of  DMrohaBdJep"  eheald  be  liable  to  a 
eoBuniaaion.  Sir  Joba  WalsteaholiDe  ibrew  ia 
afewfuiaanatooeDtabuletothecatKOofa  ahip 
fitting  ont  on  a  voyage  lo  the  Wan  Todies,  and 
ia  -coaeeqaeaae  of  tba  failure  ef  aome  of  tba  nMr- 
ciMOts  CDBceraed  in  tba  vessel  or  cargo,  a  oou- 
m'utiaa  of  baakraptey  was  taken  out  againii  Sir 
Joha,aad  (he  Cetiri  of  Eiag'a  Bench  deeided  that 
he  waa  liable  to  the  eonmiMioa;  and  in  wow- 
Vieaee  of  this,  the  Pailiuaent,  in  the  foarlaeotb 
yeai  of  Chailca  U,  nmed  aa  act  to  abolish  the 
oomniatuui  against  him.  By  several  aetiiof  Par- 
liantaaia,  in  the  feigns  of  William  III,  Aaa^ and 
Oemge  L  ibe  uoef  btddere  of  tt^  Bank,  of  the 
Beat  India  Company,  the  South  Sea  Company, 
tba  London  Ataoranee  Company,  aod  of  the 
Royal  Bxflbange  Company,  were  exempted  from 
liabilily  lo  eommiiaioDs  of  bankruptcy.  I  think 
tbe  honorable  member  will  admit,  lott  he  can 
And  no  leitns  of  distiaclion  more  explicit  than 
the  atatnte  of  21  Jamea  I,  which  I  hare  quoted; 
for  the  ambigow*  natnie  af  tbe  autyeet-maUer 


H-ofR. 


aflards  notfctng  mew  oertaia.  Yet  tba  ataaa  to 
which  the  bwknipt  ayelem  neoeaaarity  (ends, 
made  it  ueceasary  to  paw  the  aeveral  uii  of  Par- 
liament, M  resene  individuals  froei  iajuMiee. 
Tbe  ParUanontofQieat  Britain  can  pass  e» peat 
ftuia  or  reirospeciiTe  htwa  of  favoritism,  or  bilia 
ofatiaiodn;  but  baa  Ooagreas  the  power  or  dta- 
Mciiion  to  walk  in  that  oouree  of  legialaliea  ? 
Either  Congress,  tfier  it  enacts  ibis  syitem,  maat 
anniwlly  iawrlere,  by  relmspeetive  laws  ooncern- 
ing  iadividaalt,  or  ont  country  mnder  the  aystan 
oauBt  suffer  hmabips,  whioh  by  tbe  ex^ricaoe 
of  England  have  proved  intolerable. 

Tbe  Parliament  has  powers  which  eoable  it  to 
rqiulaie  all  other  objects  of  legitlaiioD  into  a 
eonaialancy  ar  ceufDrmity  with  the  bankriqw 
aystemi  bni  Cangwsf,  having  no  legislailve  an- 
iboriiy  over  a  Tarjety  of  oiher  aaalofoos  ebjaeta, 
will  Sod  it  diffiealt,  if  not  impiaclieaUe,  to  sait 
the  ayaiam  to  -tmaa  Stale  of  tbe '  Confederaey. 
One  iostanea  of  this  iBconMaicnce  will  ^aoffiae, 
aa  it  will  aogyeat  to  any  ana  haw  (bey  may  be 
mnltifUad  without  -ead.  A  sarvut  ambezzlea 
bia  master's  moaay,  afaacaads,  and  beeoinee  a 
ban^ntpt.  A  cgmmiasion  itiiMs;  his  maatet 
might  have  reeovcied  it  by  sn  aeiion  of  aasaatp- 
ait  i  he  may  (beiefoM  prove  it  w  a  dabt  nndai 
(he  commission;  he  must  tberefoia  do  ao.  Tbb 
money  being  all  tba  eervant  is  pgwaeaaJ  of,  le 
dividad  among  all  the  eradiwn  in  pioportioa  to 
their  demaada,  and  tbe  master  may  aot  be  nble 
to  reoeivs  mote  than  a  tenth  or  fiftaeath  part  ef 
bii  owa  mooay.  Parliament,  io  web  cases,  paa- 
seeaiog  not  only  the  legislative  pmrere  of  Cam- 
grest,  hut  of  tbe  Staiaa  also,  with  a  dispoMiion 
to  reader  ereryibiag  aobtetvJent  to  the  bankrapt 
avstem,  would  paaa  a  law,  makiiv  tbe  ofiisnoe  of 
the  servant  in  embezzling  the  maaey  felony;  on 
Ibe  caavielioB  of  whioh  a  writ  of  raettlotioa  is- 
sues  to  resiotc  bia  meney,  and  this,  being  in-a  snit 
at  the  prosaentiea  i^  the  king,  wonld  lake  plnae 
of  any  eomuMion  of  haacrupioy.  Cangfeet 
eottld  inake  oo  law  or  regalatloa  to  govain  sMh 
a  oata,  other  thaa  by  some  geaeial  nue  )■«  badt- 
ra[rt  law ;  bnt  this  rule  being  to  openie  Kpon  <fce 
samambjeetsindifieteat  Siaui^and  iba  a^atf 
of  the  role  being  difliwcatly  modified  by  tbe  lava 
of  enoh  Slate,  yoar  act  woald  iiave  a  vary  diSer- 
eut  operaiioD  in  one  State  lo  what  it  might  have 
in  ftoolber. 

The  lemptatioBs  to  fraud  wbteb  this  baaknpt 
•yalem  bolda  out,  nqaite  foi  their  conaiaraetiaB 
panal  laws  aad  paiUsbmenta  too  aaogninaty  for 
imiiation  in  Ameriea.  The  eysiem  oSers  iha 
mmcbaat  a  fall  leeeiftt  agsiaai  all  his  debts. 
wbciMver  he  chooeee  to  abandon  bia  afiairs  ana 


tioo,  therelbre,  to  Gommit  fraud  is  stronger  tl  __ 
at  common  law,  or  aoder  tbe  good  old  siatotes 
of  Blitabeih  for  the  snppresaioD  of  frand*,  or  tbe 


qucBca  of  which,  propeny  oonetalad  dnting  tbe 
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ttintaj  coDieM  with  crcditore,  is,  whra  broofbi 
to  the  ligbt,  Bnbjeeted  to  Iheir  claimi.  Accord- 
ingly, JD  England,  the  btokrapt  iyBlem  deals  id 
pnniBh meats,  the  ernelff  of  which  is  unknowD 
lo  the  common  law,  or  the  ordiuarr  siiiutes 
aKalQit  frauds  which  operaie  amoag  the  agricul' 
ttiriil*.  The  statate  21  James  1,  makes  it  ueces- 
larr  tbat  the  bankrupt  should  prove  thai  his  abil- 
itf  arose  from  casDal  loss;  and,  on  his  failuri 
do  so,  he  it  to  be  set  on  the  pillory,  and  hare 
ear  nailed  lo  the  same,  and  cut  on'.  The  staiuie 
6  GcD^  II  easels,  that  any  bankrupt  who  afaali 
fail  to  surrender  himself  to  this  tribunal  of  mer- 
ehanla  within  forty-two  days  af^ei  lb«ir  procla- 
nBiiou  or  notice,  ifaall  be  pat  lo  death ;  if  he  re- 
fnsei,  after  surrender,  Id  submit  to  he  examined, 
he  shall  he  put  to  death  ;  if  ha  fails  to  conform, 
from  lime  to  time,  to  the  law  and  the  commands 
of  the  commissioners,  he  is  punishable  with 
death  }  if  he  does  not  fully  disclose  all'his  estate, 
he  forfeits  his  life,  and  incurs  the  same  Banish- 
ment for  not  delirering  up  the  estate  ;  if  be  does 
not  trnljr  disclose  a  Tarieir  of  conTeyances  or 
irantaetioDs  which  occurred  before  his  bankrupt* 
cy,  he  ia  to  be  put  to  death ;  and  if  it  shall  be 
decided  that  he  has  concealed,  or  in  anywise 
embezzled,  effects  to  the  valtie  of  £20,  hia  life  is 
forfeiied.  Let  not  the  friends  of  this  bill  derive 
any  assistance  from  the  circumstance  of  the  bill 
coDieuipIaiing  milder  puttisbmenu  than  (he  Brit- 
ish statutes  do.  Be  assured  that,  if  the  system  is 
now  adopted,  all  the  bloody  penalties  of  the  Eng- 
lish code  must  be  adopted  with  it ;  if  not  now, 
yet  shortljr  after  the  operation  of  the  system  shall 
prove  iheir  necetaity.  The  cruel  puniabments  of 
the  British  system  were  not  resorted  to,  nniil  ez- 
perience  commanded  their  adoption ;  for,  tillhoogh 
the  baukrupi  system  began  its  operation  in  the 
time  of  Henry  VIII.  it  was  not  nntil  the  reign  of 
Oeorge  II,  the  bloody  liat  of  penalties  I  hare  re- 
cited was  enacted.  If  we  are  not  to  introduce 
this  machine  of  bankruptcy  gradually,  and  by 
pi*cemaal,  as  was  done  in  EDclaDd ;  if  ecnilemeu 
•re  dele  mined  to  have  the  benefii  of  Bnropeao 
ezperienee,  and  take  the  roluminoua  and  compli- 
cated system  as  it  prevails  in  England,  why  not 
give  the  same  credit  to  the  experience  of  that 
eoDDtry  with  rq^ard  to  the  necessity  of  capital 
pmishmenis  to  repress  the  mnltiplied  frauds  to 
which  the  system  gives  birth  1  Hare  not  the 
merchanta  of  onr  country  maoifested  the  aame 
activity,  and  ingenuity,  and  avidity  of  gain.wilb 
the  English  merohanis?  And  when  we  intro- 
duce the  Engliib  model,  holding  oat  precisely 
the  same  indncemenis  to  frand,  will  it  not  have 
the  same  effect  upon  the  nervea  of  our  traders, 
and  letjuire  the  same  medicine  as  has  been  re- 
quired in  that  cDUDtryl  Thick  you,  sir,  that  the 
English  code  of  death  has  been  only  a  dead  let- 
ter! Richard  Town  waa  eXEcated  on  the  gibbet 
in  1717  for  concealing  hia  eOects.  Alexander 
Thompson  was  put  to  death  ia  17&a,  for  failing 
to  surrender  within  forty-two  days  after  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  commissioners.  The  newspa- 
pers give  us  an  account  of  a  late  execution  under 
the  aiatute  of  George  II.    At  ao  early  period  we 


clerk  to  attend  the  Old  Baiiey  with  bis  papers,  to 
aid  in  a  protecuiion  of  death  under  the  beokrupi 
eystem,  and  the  nuraeroos  ai»pltcatioas  to  Loni 
Meecleafleld  to  soapend  commisMOne  of  bankrapt- 
cy,  and  thereby  arrest  their  bloody  proMcnticas, 
were  so  perplezjog,  and  eonanmed  ao  maeh  time, 
that  it  became  neeessary  to  ftdopt  generml  rules  aC 
practice,  that  it  mf^t  be  known  when  be  wonU 
aupersede  comoiisaioiis,  or  permit  death  to  elaja 
itsprey. 

The  25th  seettpn  of  this  bill,  which  baa  been 
so  properly  noticed  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
(Mr.  True,)  imposes  a  bordea  upon  the  wif^ 
which  places  bet  in  a  state  of  warfare  with  bet 
duty  lud  affection;  yet,  in  the  opinion  of  ih* 
friends  of  this  faBaknipt  system,  she  oucht  to  be 
placed  in  that  condition;  and  I  acknowledge  thai 
if  the  system  must  b«  adopted,  its  lespiations 
are  such  as  to  make  ai  isroad  againat  the  sane- 
lity  of  the  eoBuabial  relations  accessary.  I  will, 
however,  beg  the  attention  of  the  Committee  U 
the  siinstiou  in  which  the  vift  is  placed  by  this 
mercaniile  code.  On  tba  marriage  of  a  female, 
her  property  is  placed  at  the  dispoailion  af  bcr 
husband,  and  the  common  law  puts  ii  oat  of  bet 
control.  If  (he  husband  makes  any  disposition  of 
Ills  property  to  the  use  of  his  wife,  sucn  disposi- 
lioa  would  be  void,  if  made  to  the  prejudice  of 
fail  creditors;  but  if  be  received  a  portion  with 
his  wife,  and  makes  a  settlement  on  her,  (even  a 
voluntary  setikmeol,)  not  disproptKliDned  to  (he 
advancements  he  received  with  her,  the  presump- 
tion is  ibat  such  settlement  is  bone  fide;  but  the 
bankrupt  system  comes  and  sweeps  away  every- 
thing which  the  wife  may  have  derived  from  her 
aneettore,  and  enuihilatee  every  traanetioQ  of 
her  fansbaDtl  for  her  benefit,  however  the  same 
may  be  founded  in  justice.  Boi  this  ia  not  the 
fulluessof  her  calatniiy, as  Inflicted  by  thedietatei 
of  this  bill.  The  family  ntanrion  is  violated  by 
brute  force;  for  the  good  old  common  law  maxim, 
that  every  man's  house  is  his  castle,  is  repealed 
by  this  bill,  and  the  breaking  of  doors  is  its  com- 
mon-place dialect.  She  is  seized  by  the  cotnmoi 
constable,  or  by  some  meswager,  to  whom  she  ii 
a  stranger,  aad  dragged  before  the  merchant  coon 
mariief.  She  is  there  lofonned  that  ahe  must  be 
eKamined  as  a  witness  nnching  the  affiiira  of  her 
husband,  not  for  him,  but  against  him,  and  agaJntt 
herself}  that  she  must  not  only  answer  coneeming 
his  civil  concerns  and  matters  of  mere  property, 
but  must,  under  oaih,  disclose  his  secrets,  as  they 
were  imparted  to  her  in  connubial  confidence, 
and  that  ehe  must,  ai  a  witness,  depose  to  fxcit 
which  may  lead  to  her  husband's  coarictton  of 
crimes,  and  his, punishment,  by  ten  years'  impria- 

The  commistioneis  of  bankruptcy,  at  tbit 
stage  of  cruelty,  as  if  anticipating  (he  revolt  of 
natural  feelings  against  the  injustice  of  ihii  re- 
quisition, point  the  unhappy  victim  to  a  dungeon, 
yawning  for  ber  reception,  and  inform  her  thai 
she  can  only  escape  the  peril  of  her  situation  by 
a  compliance  wila  (heir  otMmandi,  in  becoming 
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tk9  proBMiiitru  of  tr«i  hubttad.  Indeed,  tir,  b; 
these  BMaBs  you  may  triampli  otbt  the  itMrciw 
of  your  victim.  She  cobmbI*  (if  eonMDi  it  be 
ckllffd)  lo  lake  tbe  oaib,  but  itie  tkereby  iaear* 
BO  obliKaiioa  lo  tell  the  truth  la  ihue  cobubic 
Mooen.  Ad  oath,  as  a  witotM,  is  a  pnrnm,  ia 
the  pieeeoce  of  God,  to  declare  tht  trnth  toueh- 
iag  tbe  mallei  in  qneilioD.  A  promM,  b)r  iha 
law  of  nature,  onljr  derirw  iti  obligation  from 
tbe  free  will  and  coombI  of  the  promiiti.  "' 
tlM  pnMKise  be  atlorled  b)r  force,  it  impoaes 
obligation,  besanie  the  iire«  will  of  tbe  pioBiMr 
ia  irantiof*  Sneh  a  piomiie,  \a  a  atate  of  aoci- 
•tjr,  impoMs  no  obli^tion  in  eooteienoe,  nnl«H 
tbe  iribuaal  who  mioieea  the  oeth  ha*  a  joU 
right  to  do  H).  Bni  no  human  irtbuMl  can  re- 
quire mfoM  cowrt  to  take  an  oath  to  riolata  that 
■XMtriBOBialeonfideneaoreananbial  relaiioa 
OThiob  Horedlr  eBbuita  bctw««i  her  hnsl 
and  henel^  bccauM  ahe  haa  neviouily  rowed, 
before  the  atiac  of  the  Almightv,  to  an  aUiauM 
lo  h«i  haabaad,  which  jmt  aun  of  bankropter 
would  force  bef  to  Tiolate.  An  oath  to  «  robber 
or  ruffiaa  i*  not  to.  be  performed ;  and  f  beltare 
the  caauiM  will  uroc  with  me,  that  an  oath,  m>- 
dered  bj'  a  leiaT  tribonal,  under  a  poutive  law, 
caa  impose  no  oblitaiion  repugnant  to  a  duty 
eoforced  by  iha  moral  Uw  or  la.w*  of  amian. 
Tbia  bill  teemi  to  ooinidcr  the  meretumt'e  wife 
an  ila  natnral  enenir,  and  it  wan  agaiaat  her  bj 
a  dcMrlare  from  iiuuce  and  mngBaaimilf ;  for 
tbe  Dill  leare»  io  force,  and  adberea  io,  the  com- 
moa  law  cult,  that  her  propenr  beloaga  to  her 
baBbaod,  and  ia  liable  to  hia  debu;  bnt  it  rep*-*- 
tbe  oonUBOB  law  prioeiplea,  whieh  operate 
b«  fa*Dt,  and  would  proteei  her  penoa  from 
moleitation,  on  aeeooat  of  the  deraagemeBt  of 
the  afiaiia  of  her  linabacd. 

This  hilt  having  violated  the  sanatitf  i^  tbe 
relaiionahip  between  hniband  and  wife,  humbled 
her,  and  stifled  doraenie  comfort^  proceeds  to 

r'oslilDte  tbe  decotom  of  our  judieiaip  tribnnale. 
do  DOt  mean  the  »tnw  iribuoals  erected  hj 
thia  sjrstem.  but  the  erdinarv  eoarta  oS  joctie^ 
wliieh  are  the  propertv  of  all  the  people  wid  of 
tbe  country,  Bjr  the  Mtb  section,  apccial  pUad- 
iitg»— an  insmuiioB  eMabltshed  bjr  tbe  vnadom 
g|  agn— the  Maual  mode  of  in«iriBg  juaiie^- 
the  enlf  method  of  sifUng  the  venir  of  iitt- 
ganta,  and  the  eommoa  avenue  ibroagb  which 
saiiorB  mareh  in  teeMy  the  redress  of  wrongs^ 
is  abrogated  in  favor  oftheae  oMtchant  eommia- 
■ioners,  merchant  aaaigoces,  and  BHrehaat  baak- 
rapta,  whereby  the  reiy  atraetn/e  of  oar  eooria 
of  joalice  ia  unhinged,  to  extend  to  these  Imdars 
an  advantage  {(if  an  advantage  it  be)  which  the 
raat  of  our  eittEenc  arc  om  entitled  4o ;  yet,  I  am 
conatiaiaed  to  aeknowledge  that,  if  we  naet 
adopt  the  baokiapi  lyatem,  the  pcoviaion  lo  ex* 
empi  tbe  merchaola  from  the  neceasary  fonn*  of 

Eocaeding  imposed  on  other  citizens  should  also 
adopted,  as  an  eaaeniial  fealure  of  that  polity  [ 
for  when  four  bankraptoomminioBersahBllouf 
rage  public  feeiiag,  by  the  distarbanoe  of  tha 
traoqaillitr  of  a  netghborliood,  when  they  can- 
pel  net  only  the  tndeci  but  the  jfanwn  and  me- 
Utb  Cox.  1st  Sssa.— 30 


ehanie,  to  become  aelf-aeenaers  of  ^nami 

Crimea,  when  thev  shall  have  atotmed  the  d 

lie  dwelling  of  the  matron,  antated  her  peraofe 
b^  forcing  doors  and  brtaking  windows,  and  coo- 


when  these  events,  I  say,  shall  have  trans^red, 
and  when  the  sufferers  iball  have  carried  their 
complaints  to  the  ordinary  couita  of  juatiee  and 
demanded  redreaa,  it  would  not  do,  it  would 
never  answer  the  views  of  tbia  bankrupt  ayslem, 
that  yoor  bankrupt  agents  should  be  competed 
lo  appear  and  regularly  plead  their  .deihace  aad 
^  to  trial  aa  oihar  ettizans  are  forced  to  do.  No, 
sir,  the  defenee  of  iba  merehaou  eoidd  net  abide 
and  candid  an  inveatigBtioa ;  thejutiee 


aoopcn  I 
migtat  be 

tbe  trial  plae 


the  bankrupt  ayatem 


>tigBi 

ad,  althongb  yon  at 

S[  ayatem  bemi 
d  atare  them 


Of 


-         -   -  therefore  oee_ 

sary,  if  you  take  ibis  system,  to  diapcnee  witb 
the  forma  of  justice  whenever  tbe  OHtnisaiiMar 
becomea  endangered  before  your  eoarta;  or,  in 
other  wordi^  to  give  him  tome  advantaga  or  aar- 
priae  over  hia  oppoaeals;  to  ilutow  some  fie ti- 
lioua  weight  into  the  scale  to  eonalerbalance  the 
heavy  eonaidentlon  of  naiotsl  justice  with  vhieh 
he  baa  eammeaccd  hootitiues. 

The  bankrupt  system  beMn  to  introdace  itaelf 
Into  England,  at  a  i>eriod  at  history  by  ue  mean* 
favoralMe  to  equal  rights  or  public  lihesty ;  at  a 
period  when  tbe  various  diffeieni  orden  of  nun 
were  slrnggling  for  exalnstve  privileges,  aod 
each  oombiaalion  sought  to  aggrandize  itself  at 
the  expense  of  the  communiiy.  Tbe  clergy  aa- 
pired  H>  a  petnliat  and  exalted  sution,  and 
claimed  to  be  exempt  from  the  mnaiei^  lawa 


of  the  country  which  governed  the   laity— 

_   '        place  ihemaelvea  and  their 
etmtroversiea  out  of  the  palei  of  the  common 


law^— (he  ailifieer*  complained  that  the  g 
lawa  which  gevuaed  ■gricnltauets  ware  unfitted 
lo  tluir  taste,  and  demanded  tha  privilege  of 
governieg  tbemselvea  by  means  ef  gniUa  and 

Mations,  wbieb  mignt  aeeure  and  amplify 

of  their  rigbu  a*  tbay  wne  uawiUing  te 
hold  in  comiaon  with  their  feUew-aobJcets — the 
CtowB  claimed  and  exercised  tbe  power  of  ieaw- 
iag  patents,  granting  exclusive  rights  and  whole 
braaehe*  ot  trade  to  partieular  sulyects  and  or- 
ders of  Ben,  and  fretueatly,  by  exerciaing  the 
power  of  dispensing  with  lawa,  diatincniehed 
MToriie  cbueca,  by  exempting  Ihem  from  tha  ob- 
servaace  of  law*  by  which  the  nation  waa^or- 
erned. 

At  ihia  epoch  of  time,  when  tbe  authority  of 
a  Barons  waa  on  a  tapid  deeltae,  and  hoare 
the  yeomanry  had  acquired  that  stable  iafiuence, 
by  which  they  were  afterwards  distinguished ;  at 
this  time,  I  say,  tba  merchaiita  claimed  and  ob- 
uiaed  the  first  inirodueiion  of  a  system  of  laws 
by  which  ibey  were  to  be  governed,  and  from 
wbieb  other  men  were  to  be  excluded.  After 
ibe  introductien  of  ibis  system  into  Eoglaad,  it 
probably  would  aoi  have  obtained  its  presaw 
gigantic  uae,  er  indeed  long  retained  tta  oiiM- 
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«Dee,  bat  for  ■  cancarreoca  of  cironnuMoces, 
vUoh  I  bope  will  not  i»ka  place  in  our  couniry. 
At  an  «arlf  ■(>(€  a(  iu  nragM  in  ihai  conair;, 
wa  fiad  Lord  Coke  excUitniDg[, "  we  haye  Teiched 
the  name,  ai  well  ai  ibe  wickedoeac  of  b«ak- 
■  rapu.  from  foTeign  nttioos."  I  cannot  pennade 
mjrMf  that  tbe  bankrupt  iriiem  in  Baglaod 
would  ba*e  lurTiTed  toe  enligbtened  TJ«wt 
wbich  led  to  the  Rerolution  and  adoption  of  the 
bill  of  rigbti,  but  for  the  condition  of  tbe  Oor- 
anment,  the  ialroduction  of  the  fnuding  afs- 
IMD,  and  the  abaoluie  dependence  of  the  Oofern- 
inent  upon  the  adranc«a  which  it  continually 
deriTed  from  mercantile  loui — tbeae  cauaea  cer- 


with  lawa,  the  Parliament  itaelf,  freqnentif  it 
flucDced  by  Miniaten,  depending  npon  annual 
loanBj  uauTped  the  Terr  power  wnich  bad  been 
aoodioaa  to  the  people,  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
ladaiog  revenue  or  Koiiilallng  loans  and  publi~ 
credit,  pat  nearly  erery  cbaunel  of  foreign  an 
home  trade  into  tbe  handa  of  particular  ordera 
of  men  or  incorporated  compantea. 

Tbe  bankrupt  tyalem  haa  a  cruelly  peculiar  to 
iiaelf,  in  Ibis,  it  ereaiea  and  bolda  forth  a  tempta- 


ons  to  be  resiFied,  and  cruelly  puB' 
•aEneM  which  yieldi  to  that  tempta- 
tion.   Review  all  tbe  oSenon  ao  hearily  punisbed 


iri»ea  tbe  weakii 


by  thia  bill;  then,  aiippose  for  a  moment,  that 
iDfl  bankrupt  ayitem  aaa  no  existence,  and  you 
immediaiely  discover  ibat.  wtlhont  this  ayatem, 
the  offieneea  are  imposiible,  and  cannot  occur, 
from  whence  it  is  evident  that  the  bill  manufac- 
tnres  not  only  iha  punishmeni,  but  the  offence 
and  every  inducement  which  can  produce  ibe 
offence.  The  common  law  and  the  atatutea  of 
Blisabcth  agatnat  frauds,  which  apply  to  all  the 
people,  do  not  exhibit  tbe  bloody  pnoisbmenta 
wbieh  we  find  in  tbe  Sngliah  bankrupt  ayatem, 
which  appliea  exclusively  to  merehania,  and  the 
leaaon  ia  evident ;  neither  the  common  law  Or 
acts  of  fraud  makeany  attempt  to  biiba  tbe  wick- 
edneaa  of  their  victimi,  by  the  ofier  of  a  full  re- 
ceipt againal  jnst  debta,  aa  the  acts  of  bankruptcy 
do.  The  pretucis  on  whiah  the  bankrupt  syatem 
wna  brouffht  into  Eogland,  and  from  tima  to  time 
modified,  nave  been  as  varioua  as  can  well  be 
imagined.  It  haa  sometimes  been  pretended 
that  this  exeluaive  code  of  law  for  merchants, 
would  conlribate  to  enrich  the  country  by  en- 
eouragiag  advenioree;  by  this  (tew,  ibe  mer- 
ehani  who  was  to  receive  all  the  profits  of  the 
adventure,  if  it  proved  forlanate,  waa  relieved 
from  tbe  Iom,  if  it  proved  fatally  onforiunate. 
asd  this  lo«a  waa  thrown  on  his  creditors, as  well 
bcmera  aa  merchaota,  and  by  an  unequal  and 
adventitloug  hnrden,  for  he  might  fail,  owing 
ORe  man  one  thousand  pounds,  another  one  hun- 
dred pounda,  and  another  but  ten  pounds.  It  ia 
tine,  aa  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennaylvania  has 
remarked,  that  the  merchant  frequently  embarks 
his  all  on  the  winda  and  waves.  But  by  making 
the  other  members  of  society,  who  receive  no 
ahue  of  bis  [noflta,  hia  inauren^  you  convert  the 


boaiaea  of   tbe   merchant  (which  atill  involrei 
uncertainty)  into  a  lottary  with   all  prizes  and 


reaaoo  for  bribing  tbe  ][eoman  and  nwchtnte  to 
invest  their  capitals  in  this  lottery. 

Tbe  moat  early  lawa  of  bankruptcy  of  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth  confined  ihemaelves  to  Eng- 
iiab  merchants,  under  the  pretext  of  eneou raging 
them  in  preference  to  alien  mercbanta — but  tb( 
Eagliab  mercbsni  afterwards  discovered  thai 
frauds  might  be  committed  on  the  revennes  of 


foreign  countries,  and  advanlacea  acquired  in 
certain  brancbeiof  their  trade,  by  carrying  on 
bia  buaineas,  fieiitiouily,  in  tbe  names  of  ^iew 
from  those  foreign  eouotries  who  reside  in  Bog- 
land  ;  and  he  obwtved  Ibe  advantage  of  baring 
tbe  capital  ao  employed,  or  the  nominaJ  owncn 
of  it  within  tbe  benefits  of  the  bankrupt  ayaiem, 
and  the  bankrupt  acta  were  consequently  exieDd- 
ed  to  alien  merchants.  Hence  the  benefit  of  the 
extenaion  of  the  system  to  aliens,  if  a  benefit  ti 
can  be  called,  was  produced  in  eoftacquence  of 
the  frauda  of  the  Englbb  merchants,  and  to  facil- 
itate their  fraudulent  praclieea. 

I  have  aa  great  respect  aa  any  gentleman  here, 
for  the  character  of  the  honorable  mercbaDi— 1 
have  a  aincere  rcapect  for  him  in  his  alatiou  aa  a 
merefaant,  and,  if  he  aspirea  to  a  seat  here,  I  truly 
reapeel  him  on  this  floor,  Bnt  when  he  comes 
here,  1  expect  bim  to  leave  his  apeculatioas  of 
profit  and  loss  in  bia  counting  room,  and  would 
as  aoon  aee  him  produce  a  pack  of  cards  in  riita 
hall,  as  seeking  to  imprint  the  chancier  of  thoae 
speculations  upon  the  complexion  of  this  Oov- 
ernmeni.  The  merchants  of  this  country  have 
not  ibe  aame  pretext  with  the  merchants  of 
Europe,  for  demanding  separate  privilegea,  or  an 
exemption  from  the  code  whieh  is  to  govern  the 
whole  country.  The  trading  men  of  Europe 
find  themaclve*  surrounded  by  privileged  orden 
of  men,  and  fraternities  exercising  peculiar  righti 
and  something  like  sdfdefenee  may  aD^gfest  tQ 
them  the  claim  of  similar  rights  on  their  part 
A  merchant  of  Europe,  wiabing  to  embarlc  hi: 
capital  in  trade,  finds  all  tbe  most  proBublt 
brancbvs  of  trade  occupied  by  companjes  or  cot- 
porationa,  who,  by  royal  favorsare  entitled  to  ex- 
elude  others.  He  ia  permitted  to  engage  io  the 
buainen  only  by  buying  the  freedom  of  some 
corporation,  arbuying  an  admisaiott  fine  or  mulct; 
he,  therefore,  may  Daturally  look  for  aome  peca- 
liai  favor  or  privilege  in  return  for  hia  money ; 
but  in  this  country  be  ia  exempt  from  the  vexation 
of  oorporaiiona  or  Government  companies,  and 
finds  no  privileged  ordersof  men  to  contend  with 
bim,  or  set  the  example  of  aucb  ambitiona  pre- 
tensiona. 

Tbe  present  attempt,  i  fear,  autbortiea  a  sus- 
picion that  the  merchant  here  desirea  to  beconoe 
the  same  veteran  of  intrigue  that  he  has  been  in 
England.  We  have  left  the  nobility  and  prieat- 
bood  in  Europe,  and  we  place  the  merchant  here 
in  a  condition  that  he  can  have  no  pretext  of 
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eipalB ;  aod  we  are  ctcd  lold  by  the  booorable 
member  from  PeiiiiB]rlnnia,  tbai  the  mercbaDis 
bare  for  some  time  been  goverDcd  by  n  Tolantary 
code  of  iheir  own.  When  we  see  oor  mercbant 
girding  on  the  armor,  or  ealliag>  fot  Ibe  tbield, 
which  are  onlf  ezcatable  in  tbe  coD(e»la  with 
the  ivirileged  orders  of  Enro|)«,  it  ia  time  to 
gomrd  oarMivca  wtib  saspiciona  of  his  design. 
Havirig  no  eombinationa  of  privileged  men  here 
to  Btrnggle  againit  him  with  similar  stretigth,  he 
mar  torn  bis  warfare  against  ■  popatatioa  with 
the  same  crnel  inequality  which  existed  between 
iba  SjMTtans  and  their  nnarmed  helois.  Bat  if 
yon  are  determined  to  confer  this  privileged  eode 
on  tbe  merehanto,  and  beneo  create  an  order 
of  men  with  ezelosire  privileges,  then  I  pray 
yon  to  organize  oae  or  two  other  distinct  orders 
of  men,  with  similar  ezeliuive  privileges,  who 
may  be  able  lo  contend  with  the  DHrebaDt,  and 
whoae  mniual  iealoaues,  and  watcbings,  aod 
balanced  atrengtli,  may  ifibrd  some  seenrtty  to 
the  inhabitaQts  of  the  connlry. 

In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  an  act  of  Parliament 
provided,  that  no  person  should  follow  any  trade, 
or  set  any  other  to  work  at  such  trade,  wilhoat 
having  served  a  sevea  years'  appreniieeship.  It 
further  provided,  that  it  any  laboring  person,  un- 
der twenty-one  years  of  age,  shoDid  he  reqaired 
by  any  booseholder,  having  and  osiog  half  an 
ftcre  of  plough-land,  at  least,  In  tilla^  to  be  an 
appreoiiee  and  to  serve  in  husbandry,  be  shouid 
do  to,  or  on  refosal,  and  complaint  to  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  be  commicted  to  a  prison  nntil  he 
ahonld  be  contented  to  serve.  Further,  tbe  jus- 
tieea  of  the  peace  of  every  shire,  riding,  or  liberty, 
were  directed  yearly,  at  every  general  session,  to 
be  holden  or  kept  next  afler  Buter,  lo  limit  and 
rate  the  wagea  of  all  laborers. 

Here  we  see  that  the  yeoman  and  master  me- 
chanic had  an  aqniraleat  for  the  exeliuive  privi- 
leges granted  to  the  merchant  in  the  same  leign, 
for  the  act  I  have  mentioned  gives  equally  im- 
portaai  benefits  lo  them.  Tbe  merchant  was 
Rggrandiied  at  the  expense  of  the  community,  of 
'Whom  the  farmer  and  mechanic  were  part,  and 
they  in  their  tarn  were  aggrandized  at  Ibe  expense 
of  the  same  community,  whereof  he  was  a  part. 
But  all  was  at  the  expense  of  tbe  poor  and  labor- 
ing elasa  of  the  cotnmnnity.  The  homely  old 
adage  of  Aonor  among  thine*,  was  adhered  to  be- 
tween Ihem,  for  although  toe  yeoman,  master 
mechanic,  and  merchant,  by  combination,  plun- 
dered the  rights  of  the  poor  and  laboring  popula- 
tion, as  among  themselves  tfaey  made  a  lair  and 
equal  division  of  the  spoils.  Bat  if  you  grant 
exclusive  privileges  to  the  merchant,  what  eq^uiv- 
alent  have  yon  for  our  farmers  and  ntechanic*  1 
If  you  could  prevail  on  yourself  to  give  them 
somethiog  like  the  benefits  of  the  last  acts  of  Par- 
liameoi  1  have  mentioned  ;  yet  your  power  to  do 
so  fails,  for  you  liave  no  right  to  legislate  with 
regard  to  tbe  farmer  and  his  laborers,  or  tbe  me- 
anaic  and  his  joarncymen  or  apprentices,  nor 
ew  yon  attempt  it  without  iufriagiog  the  Stale 


lovereigntics.  When  I  claim  in  behalf  of  the 
agricaltarist  tbe  equivalent,  the  tp^  pro  quo, 
for  tbe  many  peculiar  privileges  you  are  about  to 
grant  by  this  mammoth  code  to  the  merchania, 
you  are  forced  to  shelter  yourself  andei  the  plea 
of  insolvency. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylnnia  bas'forciblf 
urged  upon  our  coDsiderafion  the  propriety  and 
coDveaience  of  mifonBity  ihroitghout  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt  laws.  This 
view  of  tbe  subject  is  plausible,  as  will  any  view 
of  any  snbieet  be,  when  supported  by  the  superior 
talents  and  learningof  (hat gentleman, nor  would, 
nor  could  I,  upon  this  or  any  other  occasion,  be 
thought  to  qnestion  the  purity  of  bis  motirea. 
But,  really,  sir,  this  passion  for  uniformity  over 
tbe  continent,  from  Maine  to  the  Mexiean  Qalf, 
which  is  cominif  so  much  in  vo^e,  may  be  preg- 
nant with  untried  evils.  It  will  be  extremely 
difficult,  if  possible,  for  this  Qovernment  by  uni- 
form internal  reflations  to  give  a  system  of  taws 
stiitaUe  and  saiisfaciory  to  so  many  States,  con- 
taining a  popnlation  acenstomed  in  a  great  mea- 
sure to  dissimilar  laws.  The  domestic  peace 
and  tranqaillity  of  each  State  (an  object  certainly 
more  desirable  than  schemes  of  sublimity  and 
nniformily  whieh  appear  so  well  on  piper)  can 
better  be  obtained  and  secured  by  tbe  Stale 
LegislaiareL  who  are  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  will  and  wants  of  their  coosiiiuenia  than 
we  csn  be.  Qenilemen  seem  to  take  as  granted, 
that  QDiformitjr  of  the  laws  of  the  ssreral  Stales 
is  an  object  of  immense  importance  ;  but  this  bu 
not  been  proved,  nor  can  it  be  admitted.  Those 
engaged  in  particular  branches  of  trade  should,  and 
I  ^lieve  usually  dc^  inform  themselves  of  those 
regulations  of  the  parts  or  places  to  which  they 
trade,  which  nrtieularlf  concern  their  branches 
of  business.  The  famous  Hanseatic  League,  that 
was  exalted  by  its  trade  lo  a  condition  so  proapet- 
ons,  as  to  excite  tbe  jealousy  and  fean  of  Kun>p& 
consisted  of  ciliesj  each  of  which  had  an  internal 
pokce  peculiar  to  ilself,  and  the  same  may  b«  said 
St  ifaia  time  of  the  ports  of  the  Netherlands  of 
the  commercial  lowoa  si  or  near  the  meotha  of 
the  great  rivers  north  of  Holland,  and  of  tbe 
trading  places  on  tbe  Baltic;  yet  we  hear  of  no 
injury  to  the  prosperity  of  these  countries,  whieh 
could  be  BttrtDnt^e  to  this  cirounistnnce. 

The  bill  now  before  us,  in  its  present  shape, 
requires  a  merchant  to  be  indebted,  at  least,  in 
the  sum  of  ^1,000,  to  be  within  its  purview,  bat 
whether  the  amount  of  debt  shall  be  limited,  or, 
if  limited,  to  what  sum,  would  be  a  matter  of  de- 
tail snbieet  to  our  discretion.  If  yon  do  not  limit 
ihe  debt,  or  limit  it  to  a  small  sum.  the  conse- 
quence will  be,  that  men  who  have  been  unated 
with  small  sums,  not  on  tbe  credit  of  their  visible 

Sroperty.  but  from  a  confidence  in  their  industry, 
ugality,  and  future  aoquisitioos,  will  bar  the 
recovery  of  these  small  debts  by  the  provisions 


tractad — I  mean  tbeir  capacity  for  indattnr  and 
aoquiailioa  of  funds.    But,  i^  on  the  otbei  band, 
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Toa  iMotn  debta  of  cati)i<lH«ble  manitiida  to 
Bring  ue  trader  wiibia  tbe  lav,  wHIit  not  be 
nid  (■Ddwith  too  much  pUoiibilitv)  th&t  you 
tf^isUte  Tor  the  weallhf,  and  cDMt  ths  BtOMn- 
dotw  code  exoluairelr  tot  tbeit  baaefitl  Tkia 
jnammothsf^atem,  if  adopted,  literBllferaatta  and 
ptoteeta  a  ptirilesed  order  of  meo  in  oai  cou&trr, 
and  this  privilege  orddr,  the  mercaatUe  clua,as- 
■tUDAs  (he  tame  auitude  in  relation  to  the  farmer, 
tbe  ueebanic,  and  the  eovaHy  itthabitania,  that 
th«  compuir  of  Briiiib  ineTehaDta  do  in  relation 
to  th«  imbappy  and  opprened  sativea  of  tbe  East 
ladies ;  aad  although  the  prtrileged  elan  will 
not  immediately  exereiw  all  iha  power  of  the 
Ssst  India  Company,  it  will  have  an  imi^oper  and 
UDJUBt  advantage  over  the  induatrjr  and  wealth 
of  the  country.  This  bill  is  objcctiosable  in  all 
ita  parti,  in  every  shape,  and  under  any  modifion- 
tioD  it  can  aaaume ;  its  evils,  which  are  Dumerotu, 
will  pervade  the  whole  oonotry,  not  only  the 
trading  lowas,  but  the  iaterior,  will,  in  truth, 
Mtle  the  monntaina.  and  intrude  ihemsetvaa  into 
erery  village,  wbkn  beeonaa  th«  rwidenoe  or 
Mtieat  of  any  nan  peaaeMing  ptoperty.  or  having 
the  addrBM  lo  become  iadeMed.  I  anall,  there- 
fan,  with  pleasure  |^ve  my  vole  in  •■pport  «f 
the  motion  of  my  honorable  colJeagoe  l»  strike 
001  the  fifst  seotioD,  with  a  view  to  destroy  tbe 
hillitidf. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  pcogrest,  and 
abtaJBtd  U»ve  to  ait  again. 

Wbdnesdav,  February  16. 
Mr.  RoBBRTaoK,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  aet  sDpplementary  to  the 
let  entitled  'An  act  farther  ezieading  the  lime 
for  issuing  and  looaiing  mililary  land  warrants, 
and  for  other  purposes ;'  and  ike  bill  fion  tbe 
Senate,  entitled  'An  aet  to  authorize  certain  par- 
ohasera  of  public  land  to  withdraw  tbeii  tntriea, 
and  ttauafeT  tbe  moneys  paid  thfreon,' "  Nportcd 
the  aaid  hills  without  amendment ;  and  they  were 
ordered  to  be  seTerally  read  a  third  time  lo-mor- 

Mr.  RoRERTBON,  from  tbe  same  cotnLmiuec^  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  resolotion  from  the 
Senate,  "  relative  to  the  dinlribution  of  the  late 
edition  of  tbe  land  laws,"  reported  tbe  same  vilh- 
onl  amendment,  and  it  was  read  a  third  tine  and 
passed. 

Mr.  HnaioK,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Cinims,  retorted  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of 
Daaiet  Bunetc,  Cbbson  Clark,  and  (he  legal  rep- 
resentativee  of  Hnbert  Rowel,  which  Was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  iba 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  oonfirm- 
ing  the  claim  of  Tobias  B-beanu  to  a  tract  of 
land  granted  by  the  Spanish  QovernmeDi. 

Mi.  HbbwcKi  from  cbe  same  committee,  also 
iqiorted  a  bill  fpr  the  relief  of  Natoiuua  Brouiin 
atid  othera ;  which  waa  read  twioe,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Commkiee  of  the  Whole  last  mentiooed. 
.  Mr.  U.  NEtaox,  from  the  Comautle*  on  the 
Judieiuyrreported  a  bill  for  the  mocc  convenient 


orgnaiaation  of  the  eouts  of  tha  United  States, 
anafortheappoiatraant  of  cireuit  jodgei.  tjho- 
viding  that  the  iudgea  of  the  Supivme  C«m 
shall,  from  and  after  April  neat,  oease  la  perAirm 
tbe  duties  of  oiicuit  judgea;  that  the  Baprene 
Court  ahall  consist  petaianently  of  one  chief  jna- 
tice  and  foar  aasoeiate  josliees,  whenever  »«■»• 
cies  shall  reduce  it  to  that  number;  thai  tUs 
conn  (ball  be  holdea  in  May  and  December,  ao- 
nuaily;  that  there  be  appointed  eight  cirrait 
judges,  to  bold  eireoit  courts  twice  a  year  in  the 
several  districU,  in  eonjnaotiDn  with  tbe  distrtM 
judges,  4io.I  The  bill  was  twice  rend,  Bad  com- 
mitted. 

Tbe  Spbuue  laid  before  tbe  House  a  lettM 
from  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Commisaiouer  of 
Claims,  transmitting  reports  of  the  facta  in  the 
cases  of  Whitn ore  Kuans,  of  the  Territory  ol 
Michigan ;  of  Tobias  B.  Stansbatf  and  Wiilian 
Stnnshury.  and  of  Hickman  Job naon.gnardiBn  of 
Juliet  Eliza  Sellers,  of  the  StMe  of  Bfarylnnd, 
with  tbe  evidence  accom^ying  eaeb;  which 
was  referred  to  tbe  Coramittae  of  Clainu. 

An  engrossed  bilL  entitled  "An  aet  to  &x  tha 
oompensatwn  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  nnd 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represeotatirca,  and  tb« 
clerks  employed  in  their  ofieee,"  was  rend  th« 
third  tim&  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hububd,  the  Commillee  oa 
Penuons  and  Revolutionary  Cloiaee  were  ia- 
sirueied  lo  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  in- 
creasing (he  penGion  of  Lieuienani  Aaron  Slaf- 
Cord,  of  the  New  York  miliiia,  late  «a  Adjutant 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Slocdmb,  the  Seerecary  of 
War  was  requested  to  lay  before  this  Houw  in- 
formation whether  any  of  the  paymasunof  tbe 
armies  of  tbe  United  States,  during  the  kte  war, 
have  failed  to  perform  theic  duty  inmaking  theit 
reiurns  and  setdemeats,  and  tbe  names  MSDch 
delinqaents,  and  tbe  reason  why  eoereive  meas- 
ures have  Bot  been  used  to  oompcl  a  performance 
of  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dkaes.  iha  Clerk  of  thia 
House  was  directed  to  fnrnisa  each  of  tbe  aicin- 
bers  of  Congress  with  a  printed  copy  of  tb«  re- 
ports of  (be  Committee  of  Commerea  aitd  Unn. 
tt&etures,  nade  ISih  of  Febniary  nod  Stb  of 
March,  1S16. 

Oa  moiioa  of  Mr.  Bbwabdb,  the  CommidM 
on  the  Public  LAnds  were-  instructed  ta  Inquire 
into  the  expadieBcy  of  adding  to  tha  landdia- 
trict  established  at  St.  Stephens,  in  the  Alabama 
Territory,  the  lands  lately  acquired  from  the 
Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Indian*. and  adjacent 
to  said  district. 

BANKBUPT  BILL. 

The  Houae  then  ag«in  resolved  itsalf  into  b 
Committee  ot  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  to  cslaUisli 
aa  uniform  system  of  baobrnptcy. 

Mr.  SBnaBAKT,  of  Panusylvania,  remarked, 
that,  from  the  course  which  iind  been  taken  by 
the  oppoaents  of  the  bill,  its  proviaiona  seemed  to 
be  uaderstood  B«  having  no  object  but  the  leliet 
of  d^ori,  and  those  oi  a  particnlti  chua.    Oq» 
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geBtlewK,  ladted,  apprand  to  kave  >  glirapae  of 
a  mora  otundad  opmtioD,  for  hn  objeetieu  was 
that  ih«  faitl  impoMd  extnordiDarr  liatiilitiea,  and 
confRTed  pMoJnt  yiiviltgta,  npon  the  nercMttle 

Ert  of  the  Qomntnoity  ;  bnt  It  did  i>ot  Mam  to 
Te  oacDRed  to  him  that  tho  impoaftioa  of  ex- 
traordiitarf  liaMitia  mitht  of  itwtf  be  am  ade- 
qtmte  indocenrai  for  granting  Mme  peculiar  pri- 
vilwea.  Tha  troth  ia,  that  the  bill  now  afldw 
eoBttderatloB,  ud  erny  well  conmired  baoknipt 
law,  pi^^oaee,  eUeflr,  ilie  wenritr  md  adntntage 
of  IM  eredilw.  Toe  nitimate  relief  afllnrded  to 
the  debtor  ia  ttklj  en  inoident,  though  an  inci- 
d«Dt,  nndoQbtedlr,  of  great  importaoee,  whether 
it  iaregardedia  lis  acHmnton  with  the  public  ia* 
tsreci*,  with  the  demaada  itf  jnatiae  or  the  daiiaa 
of  bunanity.  The  question  whieh  prewntB  it- 
self to  the  eoBiideratlon  t^  ait  e&lighlened  Lttii- 
latnre  it  rimpiT'  thii :  if,  from  modTc*  ^  pnUic 
policy,  Ton  deem  it  nceeeearr  to  exercise  over 
a  certain  deeeriptioo  of  citirene  the  antamarf 
power  of  arreati^  them  in  their  career,  upon  ia- 
dieatiokB  appeanag  of  weakaeai  and  probable 

Spnaehiog  flulnia ;  rftakiae  their  property  oat 
their  haad^  and  distributng  it  among  ihair 
ereditor^  for  tiw  MititActicni  ortheii  debt^  what 
terma  oogkt  you  to  giaat  to  thoae  orer  whom  yoa 
bave  cnreiied  tUt  authority  1  An  intereitiiig 
qtienioB  it  iwut  at  all  timei  b^  aad  at  the  pres- 
eni  tiiae  it  hu  a  pcetilhir  iatersct  fnm  elrenm- 
tianeea  whieh  I  shall  perhapa  hare  ecoaalon  to 
adren  to  bsnaftor. 

T  ptttftme,  ia  the  fint  place,  iw  to  state  rery 
Vf  why  the  UU  is  and  ought  to  be  confined 
IB  iU  operaliOD  to  the  pereona  deecrlbed  in  the 
fim  Mctloo,  theit  i«,  to  ihoae  ongaged  in  trade. 
And  in  thie  1  blTs  in  riew  to  meet  an  ofajeetlon 
tbat  I  fad  has  had  a  ceaslderable  inflneaoe  upon 
the  niadt  »f  awBber*.  Why,  it  la  ntd,  why  not 
extend  the  uvriuoiis  VO  all  clanes  of  the  oonr- 
mimity  )  Why  confine  them  to  a  un^s  elan  T 
The  aoiwer  i»  a  very  plain  oo«.  The  deiign  of 
the  Conititfliimt  was  to  Teat  in  the  Ooremment 
of  tho  Unllod  Slitea  neb  pow«3  as  Wera  neee»- 
,  lary  fcc  MtioBal  porposes,  and  to  leave  to  the 
SmtetattotJbar  powers.  'riade,coaaier(rial  cre- 
dit, and  pahlie  or  mioaal  credit,  whieit  iilaii. 
Htaiely  allied  i»  it,  were  deemed,  uai  rightly 
deemvd,  to  bt  imioBal  eoaeetna  of  the  highest 
Imptrtmoa  In  the  adinstneat  of  our  QoTcre- 
meat,  ai  *aee  Dational  and  federal,  tbev  were 
iitteaded  to  be  oonSded,  and  wen  coafidea  le  the 
tfai*  «f  the  pHbUc  mboriiy  of  the  nKion.  It  is 
loo  autah  tbe  fiuhion  oTarywhere  to  iadttlse  in 
geueiat eeoaoraofcluMsor iNroCMsioB*.  when 
xnerdtaata  are  the  rabject  of  dianMrion,  we  bear 
of  qwcvlaior*,  and  even  worse  ;  when  prateclieB 
i«  aabed  for  mambctares,  we  are  told  that  man- 
afiutorcra  are  eitonioatra,  and  tbci«  is  oAea 
danger  that  the  great  iatnevu  witich  are  co»- 
neoted  with  their  oecapBiions  mav  be  lost  right 
of  ia  the  prejadiea  raised  againn  toe  indf riwits 
engaged  in  tbein.  But,  whatever  nay  be  said  of 
the  McrchMFta,  it  ts  Berertbdees  ecHaln  that 
ttade,  trade  carried  on  by  nerehaaM,  and  com- 
nHreiat  eieidfl^  ate  Crrorabte  ol^ta  of  ih«  Con- 
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stimtion.  it  is  in  foot  to  a  regard  for  trade,  la 
the  obrieas  neeesiiiy  of  a  system  that  ehoald  be 
adequate  to  in  protection,  to  its  regnlation  and 
support,  that  we  are  indebted  for  Uw  Conetini- 


miasionara  who  met  at  Annnpolia  In  September, 
1786,  delegated  by  tbe  Sta(«a  of  New  Yorl^  Kew 
Jaraey,  Pcnnvylrania,  Delaware,  and  VirgiiHa, 
assembled  in  eonHqnenee  of  a  resolution  M  Ibe 
State  of  Virginia, "  lo  take  into  eonsidentioa  the 
trade  of  the  United  Slates ;  to  examine  the  rein- 
tire  rimatim  and  trade  of  the  said  States,"  ftc. 
Their  repoH.  gronaded  npon  the 
the  power  of  regalating  trade  ii 
tkmsive  extent,  and  will  enter  so  far  into 'the 
general  system  of  the  Fedoral  Oorernment,  that 
to  give  it  efficacy,  and  to  obriate  qoealions  and 
donbts  Concerning  its  precise  nature  and  limits, 
may  rMUite  a  correspondent  ndjostment  of  other 
parts  of  the  federal  lysiem,"  recommended  ttie 
plan  of  a  ooirreatien,  with  enlarged  powers,  to 
prepare  such  a  ayiiem.  Tbe  recommendation 
was  adopted.  The  eonrention  that  formed  the 
CoOatiHlim  was  aseemblcd.  This  Constltotlon 
was  the  resnl^  and  "  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tioH  and  among  the  sereral  States"  wn  One  of 
its  j;hiaf  concerns. 

The  power  to  "regulate  coma««eWllh  f«- 
eiga  nations  and  among  the  sereral  StaM," 
woald  bare  been  inadeqaate  to  its  pnrpose  with- 
ont  the  eonoesrion  to  Congress  <^  eertain  aaxili- 
arypowws.  They  weregranted.  AmoDgthem, 
and  I  advert  to  it  as  having  the  nearest  affiirity 


Wta  tbe  atHhorily  to  establish  a  na- 
tional jadieiary,  with  jurlsdleiiea  over  contro- 
Tcrafis  between  fbreignen  and  citizens,  and  over 
Ihoaabetineneitiieiis  of  different  Slates.  What 
WIS  the  view  of  (be  convention  in  giving  to  At 
fore^rner,  aad  to  the  citinns  of  oiEer  Slates  in 
reladoB  to  the  debtor,  a  fornm  such  as  this  1  To 
seesre  to  bim,  as  far  as  praeiieable,  a  Sat  aOd 
ieapmlal  adminlstraiion  of  iDstice,  to  place  hln 
above  the  reach  of  local  feelhig  and  local  prejn- 
dice,  beyond  the  sphere  of  those  inflaenees  tMt 
may,  by  posribility,  al&et  the  State  tribaiirie,  in 
eontesu  benreen  their  citizens  tad  others.  This 
was  the  iramediMc^  bnt  what  was  the  ultimate 
objeeil    To  protect  and  eDcourage  trade,  to  svp- 


port  I 


ate  eommereiar  credit,  by  il 


igorato 
secarity  offcrea. 

The  power  "to  estaUisb  nnifarm  laws  on  the 
rabject  of  haaknipicies" ia  of  iheMme  ehiractar. 
For  the  cons&nction  of  Ibis  poirer,  I  do  Aot 
Ihlnic  il  neceHftry  to  resort  to  verbal  eritieisni. 
It  does  net  appear  lo  me  ibai  we  need  iDqUHV 
vrtetbertbe  lerai  " baDkroptey**  had  a  definite, 
neaaiiw,  to  wbich  we  are  limited,  nor  whefho 
we  arebonad  to  follow  the  model  of  the  sHrtniet 

;land,arBayS 

ajsted  here  b 

t.    For  (he 

ipirlt  and  scope  «         .    _ 

soCctent  guide.    The  design  (^  tbat  instrnnKnt 
was  to' occupy  national  gtonnd,  and  Icare  Itie 
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rat  to  the  8iat««.  Who  »«  ihe  p«rM>na,  then, 
that,  io  the  telatioa  of  debtor,  stand  coaoeeted 
wiih  foreJf[Der»  sod  widi  the  citizens  of  othet 
States?  Who  are  the  peraons  thai  io  the  ume 
relation  stand  eoDoectea  with  domeaiie  and  fat- 
eifn  tiade,  and  vith  Ibe  commereial  and  pablic 
ciedit  of  ilie  connirr  1  The  answer  will  be  at 
onee,  the;  are  ibe  merehantts  the  iradeis,  the 
dealers,  br  wbaleTei  name  yon  mar  ^  pleased 
to  call  them,  whose  businets  it  is  lo  buy,  and 
aell,  and  circulate  what  is  produced  at  home  or 
imported  from  abroad.  Other  persons  may  con- 
tract the  same  relation,  bat  it  is  occasionally  and 
bf  accident  only.  These  (merchants  or  traders 
I  mean)  do  so  habitually,  eoaalantly,  and  in  the 
reeulai:  course  of  their  business.  Aiain,  in  what 
other  class  of  citizens  has  the  nation  the  same 
sort  of  iotereslT  I  wish  not  lo  be  raiiunderstood. 
The  nation  has  an  iDlerest  in  the  prosperity  of 
all  her  citizens,  and  of  erer^  branch  of  indns- 
Uy.  Agriculture,  the  esteatial  basis  of  nstioasi 
■trength  and  wealth,  deserves  to  be  cherished  and 
supported.  For  maanfactnrea,  eTerr  day  becom- 
ing more  and  more  interesting  to  ibis  country,  I 
trust  that  much  will  be  done  to  afford  protection 
and  support.  I  declare  myself  willfag  to  go  as 
far  in  meftEures  to  support  and  protect  ibem,  as 
may  be  necessary — a  declaration  which  I  bid 
willing  should  be  undetstood  either  literally  or 
liberaHy,  to  give  it  Ihe  most  poaitire  meaoiog. 
Bai  let  It  be  considered  for  a  moment  what  is 
iJie  sort  of  Interest  the  nation  has  io  the  trading 

Crt  of  the  commtinity,  and  it  will  immediately 
seen  how  important  is  the  power  to  control 
ihem.  Take  the  whole  amount  of  yonr  imports, 
add  to  it  the  whole  amonat  of  yonr  exports,  and 
(if  any  one  can  estimate  the  value  of  it)  of  your 
interiul  trade  iat  consumption.  The  great  a^ 
gregate  eireulates  by  meaiu  of  the  trader,  and  is 
)n  hi*  hands.  When  the  farmer  or  the  plantar 
«arrie*  his  crop  to  market,  he  does  not  become 
the  shipper,  and  enter  into  the  mystery  of  tn- 
Toioes,  and  billa  of  lading,  and  policies  of  insn- 
nncc ;  he  sells  it  to  (ha  merchant  By  ihe  hands 
ofthemercfaaDi,  (00,  Ihe  Government  receives  it* 
revenue.  With  such  a  mass  of  public  and  na- 
tional interest  concentrated  io  the  concerns  of 
this  class  of  society ;  with  such  a  power,  in  the 
Bature  of  their  occupations,  to  influence  trade, 
ud  credit,  and  revenue,  I  am  satined  tbat  the 
eontnUing  power  of  Congress  was  intended  to 
leack  them. 

We  are  on  national  gtonnd,  then,  intended  by 
the  Gonstitutioo  to  be  occupied  in  making  a  bank- 
rupt law  for  merchants  and  traders,  and  others 
immediately  eonnecled  with  trade.  Can  we  go 
farther  1  Withoat  undertakioff  to  say  we  can- 
,  not,  under  any  eitco instances,  I  am  free  to  con- 
fess that  I  aea  no  necessity  for  it,  and  there  arc 
flbjeetions  of  no  inconsiderable  magnitude.  Be- 
yoad  this  limit,  none  oecnrs  to  me  as  assignable 
abort  of  an  entire  comprettenNon  of  all  descrip- 
tionaof  persons.  To  say  nothing  of  the  impolicy 
of  exerliog  the  summary  and  sweeping  authority 
of  a  commission  of  baulmipiey  over  farm«s,and 
uanniiaatQrers,  and  mechanics,  it  vonld  be  a  plain 


eneroaebment  upon  the  rights  of  the  Staica.  Wu 
it  intended  that  Congress  should  rmlaie  ihnr 
internal  concerns?  This  is  feftto  the  Slate*  lAem- 
■elves.  Why  then  should  we  nndertake  iiiid«- 
ceisarily  to  interfere  t  And  we  shauld  isterfere 
lo  a  most  enormotis  extent,  if  we  sbotild  attemnt, 
by  any  means,  to  regulate  or  to  affisct  the  rdatioa 
of  debtor  and  creditor  within  tfaefiiatea,  upon  the 
comprehensive  plan  suggested.  The  arvoment 
is,  to  my  mind,  deciaivp,  and  it  brings  os  back  to 
the  ground  origioaljy  taken,  vrhere  we  may  safely 
stand,  assured  that  we  are  within  (he  limits  M  ' 
Coostitudoosl  duty — from  which  we  cannot  de- 
part, witbont  the  risk  of  doing  wliat  is  at  onee 
unnecessary  and  inexpedient,  perhaps  uneonsti- 
lulionaL  The  disenminaiion  which  is  thus  in- 
dicated by  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  by 
the  theory  of  our  Qovemment,  is  eonformable 
also  to  the  terms  used  by  the  Conslinition.  Bank- 
rupt laws,  as  distinguished  fiom  insolvent  Jawar, 
have  a  sufficientlj;  appropriate  signifloation,  de- 
termined by  ezperieneeandpraetiee.  Their mo&t 
uniform  feature,  whatever  other  diiferencea Titay 
have  existed,  has  been  that,  in  their  prineip&l 
operation,  (hey  were  usually  eon&ned  to  die  com- 
mercial  clsss ;  to  that  class  which  is  most  exten- 
sively in  tmsled  with  the  property  of  others,  which 
is  most  engaged  in  hazatdotu  adventore,  and 
whose  good  or  ill  fortune,  and,  if  yon  pleaae,  good 
or  ill  conduct,  have  the  mostextensiveinflnencea. 
I  would  not,  however,  be  understood  as  meaning 
to  give  any  positive  Jimitation,  in  this  re^ee^  to 
the  power.  It  is  passible  that  circumstances  m«f 
arise,  that  would  render  a  more  comprcbensire 
doeription  necessary ;  and  (hen  we  sbouM  be 
called  apon  to  say  wheibet  the  Constitution  per- 
mitted such  a  coostruetion.  At  |>Teseat  this  ia 
not  the  case ;  the  broad  line  i*  snfficieutly  maiked 
beiweea  the  national  ground  which  the  National 
Lcfislainre  ought  to  occupy,  and  those  subjects 
of  internal  r^ulatioo  which  may  be  suiBeietilly 
provided  for  m  the  State  Legislatures 

It  is  certninly  true^  that  the  merchant  or  trader 
may  be,  and  commonly  is,  indebted  to  peraons 
residing  in  the  same  Stale  wiih  himself:  *ad  jt 
is  equally  true,  that  the  bcnknipl  hiw  will  operate 
upon  debts  of  (his  deBcrip(ioD.  a*  well  as  npoD 
debts  due  in  other  States,  and  beyond  the  Umib 
of  the  Uoited  Stalest  The  objeoiion,  however, 
ha*  very  little  wcighL  If  this  operation  were 
nn  evil,  it  would  be  only  an  incidental  one,  sneh 


a  grea(er  or  less  degree,  belongs  to  every 
The  woii  of  l^islatioB  must  be 


human  lyslem. 


at  an  end,  if  it  can  never  go  on  wttttont  the  perft 
assnranee  that  it  will  pnMuce  pnr^  uamixed  goo 
tha(  it  will  precisely  accomplish  its  object,  with- 


dgood, 


producmg  any  consequences  in  themaelves 
to  be  depreeaied.  I  will  not  stop  to  illuatratc^ 
for  trtiy  man  will  find  the  illustration*  lying  in 
every  direction  about  him.  Bnt  it  isnot  uevil; 
it  is  a  part  of  the  object  of  the  bankrupt  law  and 
a  per(  of  the  result  contemplated  by  the  Consti- 
tution in  conferring  the  power.  The  Conttitatioa 
looks  to  the  mass  of  commercial  dealing— to  the 
character  of  commercial  deatln|^lo  the  sum  of 
the  ralatiOBs  arising  from  it,  aad  the  sum  of  the 
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efiecta  nrodaced  kf  it  upon  trad^— npon  credit— 
Dpon  the  natioD,  ind  apoa  society.  It  regirde, 
also,  the  ealire  foam  of  commercial  dealiog,  not 
ths  iodividaals  engaf  ed,  as  ibe  object  of  national 
eoneern.  Is  any  other  diaciiminaiioD  pnctioa- 
ble  7  Buppote  yon  should  attempt  to  exclude 
eieditoTH  lewdJDg  witbia  the  lama  Btale  with  the 
debtor,  niie  moat  upjnil  oonaeqaeoce  woald  Im- 
mediately follow.  You  exclude  these  creditors 
from  a  participation  in  the  bankrapt's  eaiate ;  that 
is,  you  divide  it  amons  one  set  of  crediton,  ' 
(he  exelusioD  of        " 


Or,  aoBpose  yoa  admit  ibem  to  participate,  but 
upon  aifierent  terms  of  not  being  barred  by  a  cer- 
tificate this  would  be  a  diierimination  in  their 
fsTor,  both  nuJDst  and  impolitie,  and  teudinff  di- 
reotly  to  weaken  and  undarmine  the  foundation 
of  credit ;  it  would  be  palpably  repugnant  not 
only  to  the  policy,  bai  to  the  rety  lerma  of  the 
Conatiluiioti,  which  girei  us  authority  to  make 
Uffliform  lawa  on  the  sobjeel  of  bankruptcy. 

Still  leas  force  is  there  la  that  objeclioa  whieh 
would  coofine  the  operation  of  the  law  to  cases 
between  merchant  and  merchant,  excluding  all 
creditors  who  are  not  traders.  If  the  axeluaion 
should  be  entire;  that  is  to  say,  if 'you  wertto 
diitribuie  the  esiaie  of  the  bankrupt  only  among 
creditors  who  are  traders,  girlng  no  part  to  the 
ftrmer.  the  manufacturer,  the  mecbanic,  or  others, 
it  would  be  unjust.  If  you  give  them  a  portim 
of  the  estate,  wilbout  a&eiJDg  (hem  hj  the  cer- 
tificate, it  is  anjost  aa  well  as  impoliitc,  for  the 
reaaoB  1  hare  before  swied.  Is  either  C8ae.(aiid 
this  remark  applies  io  both  Ibe  objeetiona,)  you 
loae  sight  of  and  defeat  the  rery  objeet  of  the 
power,  which  owes  its  existence  in  part  to  the  ex- 
tent and  nature  of  the  relations  between  the  mer- 
chant and  others. 

The  qneatioD  whieh  remains  for  the  eoDsider- 
atioD  of  the  Hoase,  is,  shall  this  power  now  be 
exercised  7  I  do  not  mean  to  contend  that,  be- 
eaose  we  find  it  in  the  Coostilniion,  therefore 
we  are  bound  to  keep  it  always  in  exercise.  My 
honorable  friend  and  colleagae,  (Mr.  HorKix- 
aoN,}  did  not  say  sol  aud  be  has  wen  misunder- 
stood by  thoae  who  nave  endeavored  to  iUuslrate 
the  extrSTagance  of  the  position  by  reference  to 
ihe  power  «  making  war.  It  ia  a  power  to  be 
ezereised  by  Congress  in  ibeir  discretion,  with 
thtagnide.  however,  to  direct  them|  that  the  fra- 
mers  of  the  Cooititatioa  thought  it  a  power  fit 


ptoDti  to  be  exeteised  by  Congress,  and  not 

«  len  to  the  States  ;  they,  therefore,  sopposed 

it  not  merely  poaiible,  (for  a  mere  pos»ibiIity 


would  not  hare  afforded  a  sufBcient 
its  insertion,)  bat  highly  probable  ibat  a  slate  of 
things  would  exist,  readerio{[  «d  uDiforai  baok- 
rnpt  system  not  only  coDrenient,  but  abaolaiely 
oecassary.  Whatever  arguments,  therefore,  are 
urged  against  such  a  system,  simply  as  such, 
(and  most  of  the  argnmenta  we  have  heard  are  of 
that  description,)  inteaded  and  tending  to  show 
that  it  is  at  all  timet,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
an  evil ;  every  argument,  too,  that  is  groaaded 
upon  the  supposed  adequacy  of  State  legislation 
to  accomplialt  the  design  of  the  Constiiuiioa,  is 


•u  argument  that  might,  with  propriety,  have 
been  addressed  to  those  who  framed,  and  to  the 
States  when  deliberating  upon  the  adoption  of 
that  instrument  j  it  is,  in  troth,  an  argument 
against  the  Const itution  itself,  and  ought  to  be 
applied,  not  to  prevent  the  passage  of  a  law,  but 
ID  produce  sn  amendment. 

Can  a  state  of  things  ever  be  supposed  to  exist, 
more  imperiously  calling  apoa  Congress  for  their 
interposition,  with  a  view  to  the  results  which 
the  power  is  to  be  considered  as  having  been  in- 
tended to  produce  7  This  queetion  will  be  more 
satisfactorily  answered  by  considering,  in  the  first 
place,  for  a  few  momeots,  the  geanal  provisiMia 
of  ihie  bill,  as  they  relate  to  the  interesis  of  the 
creditor. 

The  biU  proposes  in  the  first  section  that,  upon 
the  proof  of  eenaio  facts,  indicaticg,  uoequivoeal- 
ly,  that  a  merchant's  or  trader's  concerns  ate  in  a 
state  of  irretrievable  embarrasameat  and  disorder, 
nod  that  he  is  rapidly  approaching  to  a  state  of 
iDsoUeoof,  or  aliead^  arrived  at  it,  a  creditor 
may  cause  a  commission  of  bankruptcy  to  be  ia- 
soed  against  him.  The  e&ct  of  the  proceeding 
is  10  take  out  of  his  bends  all  the  property  he 
may  have  in  his  poasestioo,  or  may  be  entitled  to. 
and  place  it  in  the  eoslody  of  penons  appointed 
by  the  law,  for  the  purpose  of  eqnal  disttibution 
among  alt  his  creditors,  witboot  distinction,  is 

Sroportion  to  the  amountoftheit  respective  debts. 
lothinB  can  be  fairer  or  more  reaaoDable  than 
this.  The  details  of  the  bill,  eo  &r  as  they  eon- 
cern  the  creditor*,  are  all  directed  to  the  object  I 
have  stated,  to  accompliah  the  honest  surrender 
of  property  by  the  debtor,  and  the  equal  distribu- 
tion unODg  liis  creditors.  Is  not  somelbiog  of 
this  kind  required  ?  Those  members  who  repre- 
sent eommeroial  dislricis,  are  prepared  to  answer 
the  question  from  experience;  and  those  who 
have  not  had  the  same  means  of  information, 
may,  no iwithsUDdiog,  arrive  at  the  conviction  of 
the  necessity  by  the  simple  process  of  reason. 

The  State  iusolveot  laws  (with,  I  believe,  bat 
one  exception)  proceed  only  upon  the  application 
of  the  debtor.  They  do  not  operate  tilt  be  him- 
self thinks  proper  to  petition,  and  then  they  g^va 
him  relief  in  auah  manner  as  they  deem  moat 
advisable.  Some,  by  general  laws,  commit  the 
authority  to  judicial  tribunals}  some  exercise  it 
themselves,  by  direet  legislation  upon  existing 
cases;  some  have  permanent  regulationsj  olhen 
pass  occasional  laws;  some  few  grant  the  moat 
extended  relief;  dischamiag  from  Ibe  debt ;  the 
greater  part,  only  the  limited  relief  of  immu- 
nity from  imprisoDment.  Their  views,  in  all 
these  cases,  are  directed,  ss  in  other  matten,  by 
Stale,  and  doi  by  oational  policy,  and  so  they 
ought  to  be.  This  policy  is  difierent  in  dufferent 
Stales }  bui,  io  all,  it  is  liable  to  be  embarrassed 
by  the  very  omission  of  Congress  to  provide  foe 
the  case  which,  by  the  Consiiiuiion.  is  commit- 
ted to  ibeir  care,  inasmoob  as  ii  inrows  upon 
the  Suies,  iodividuBlly,  the  almott  inviociUe 
difficulty  of  eadeavoring  to  conciliate  and  con- 
solidate iniecests  and  views  thai  can  scarcely 
be  made  to  harmonize.    New  York,  being  high- 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


9AS 


HI8T0BY  OF  GONCOtBOS. 


944 


Vm^im  Bmkntpl  Lam. 


WnmatMY,  1918. 


If  oomBcniaL  mar  ba  -mj  aiiah  iBOMoeed 
\Bf  Miamtreifti  fwliag  in  ber  local  lagiilatiia 
en  tfaii  aabjeet.-  P«oBBrlnnia,  not  long  ago. 
pmed  «  Bpacial  ioMlrcot  law  for  lb«  cinr  anit 
«0DDtv  of  Philadalpbia.  TbU  waa  an  efon  to 
d«MhW  eonsMteial  cues  by  loeal  limiu,  and 
mar  be  pUiolf  traced  to  lh«  mbm  fruitfn)  aoaree 
«f  ambanaMnieBt ;  an  niibananHwnt  tbat  woold 
BO  longer  bar*  an  nUtcnee,  if  Congreta  woold 
eicicua  tbeit  anthoritr,  and,  by  wilbdrawiDg 
fron  the  Bute  kgittation  tbe  aobjaei  of  con- 
mercial  baiAntpteT,  leave  tba  Siataa  free  to  por- 
•■•  aaob  its  own  appropriata  pdiey  npea  iha 
Mbar  eases  of  iniotTeacr  ;  casM  that,  from  their 
nMure,  are  euaDtiallr  dependent  upon  <aeh  otbar 
and  much  lets  estensiTe  consid  era  lion  t. 

On*  great  defect,  bowcTsr,  of  tba  State  insol- 
vent laws  ia  the  one  I  ban  nentioned.  They 
wait  tutil  the  inmWent  aaks  for  relief.  Id  tbe 
)  he  ii  eooiamiDg,  or  waiting, 


managiag  the  propaftr,  thai  ongbt  to  laiiafy  bia 
(lebta;ud,wben  he  comeBfor  relief,  baa  notbing 
ID  Burteader.  Tba  DnesatroUed  anlbority  orei 
iiii  eatate,  toes  oecasiona  a  resort  to  espediantB 
which,  in  a  general  riew,  ongbt  not  lo  be  permit- 
Md ;  ezpedienlj  tbat  bare  bMOEie  almoat  conae- 
cmted  by  praetiee,  bat  arc  not,  od  that  account^ 
the  leaa  eieepiionable.  The  faifing  merchant  ia 
iDfl»ciieed  in  ibc  diatribation  of  hi*  property,  not 
by  aar  general  eoDiidenitioii*  of joBtica,  but  Mme- 
timcsby  ftelum  of  regard  for  panleular  erediion, 
often  by  ?(gaia  only  for  bimtelf  and  bia  fatnre 
hopOB.  He  pavB  one,  and  Itarea  notbing  lo  j)sy 
•nolber ;  why  7  baeaoae  one  ii  a  fWend  cc  neii^ 
bor,  Ibe  ettaci  i*  not ;  one  has  lent  him  tacMy,  or 
«MM«ed  hie  paper,  the  otbci  baa  only  boU  him 

rlaj  one  impcetUDea  bim,  tbe  othet  bas  not 
onmitBnity  |  maUng  ibtn  eceiain  aibitrary 
dlatinctieDs,  natofal  eaongb,  bnt  not  defeasible 
tMoB  any  jost  geaeral  (ffuoiplea.  BMsetimcs, 
tni  not  seMom,  hii  disUibvtiw  baa  reference 
only  io  himtelf.  b  be  meat  iotimately  conaeeiMl 
with  domestic  erediion  ?  He  suiy  seeora  tbeii 
gMd  will  and  fstofe  aid  by  giring  iImbi  a  pref- 
araace  to  his  foreign  creditors.  Isbemoalneady 
onneeted  with  foreign  erediion?  He  preserTe* 
their  conftdeace,  and  lays  a  gtoaod  to  nope  Uk 
tbeir  ftitare  aaMHanee,  by  giring  tbe  pfcfiinnoe 
to  them  I  and,  amoM  eieaitoia  M  tbe  aana  kind, 
lie  may  adopt  a  ilratlar  diatinctioB.  The  object 
•r  tbe  bill  IB  lo  prevent  all  aneh  doiDga,  mad  to 
bring  back  the  dialribntion  to  the  oaiy  tair  rale, 
tbe  Idle  of  impartial  equality.  I  do  not  pretend 
10  pnnae  the  muehia&  that  exist  id  all  their  de- 
taih— tabring  a  failing  debtor  to  make  his  own 
•leigaeee,  pennitting  bim  to  extert  teims  of  conv- 
poHtion  from  bis  CTeiiten,  and  the  like.  1  lefsr 
MtheBetbiiicB|bii^yitoauiwtbatciTeninBiaBses 
call  lor  tbe  lacormMatioa  of  a  baakrapt  law  into 
the  code  at  the  United  States  for  the  prolcatiaD 
of  the  creditor,  and  the  preservation  of  eomn 
eial  inlegritv  and  commercial  oradiL 

ft  woQld  be  a  lafficient  answer  to  tbe  argument 
which  soppoies  that  the  Slates  may  do  alt  tbat 
ia  necessary,  to  say,  tbat  the  GonaUtniion  does 
not  permit  ub  to  think  so,  or  why  did  ti  give  the 


power  to  Cangieee?    The  f. 

W^m  laws  on  tbe  nbgeoi,  Dor  laws  ibsl  will 
operate  beyond  their  own  territory,  uBch  kss 
that  will  have  aoy  foreign  <^ratioa.  TheSraM^ 
in  tbair  loeat  legiBlatien,  mnst  be  ehieflT  goveracd 
by  local  viewa ;  tbie  is  tbe  theory  of  Ibe  Cooatf- 
tatieu  (  and,  by  the  dense  in  qnestbw,  tbey  b«vc, 
tbemaclves,  not  only  coaeeded  tbe  prineipie,  bni 
tbey  have  also  ooDccdcd  tbe  &ct,  tuu  the  nower 
in  qaostton  is  one  of  national,  aad  not  of  loed 
ooncem.  How  can  ibis  argBmeni  be  nrged  with 
aBT^Mf  like  even  a  jdansttilc  appeatsMie,  by 
tboce  WDO,  in  another  iDStaiiee.  endeavor  to  dc 
dnee  the  prineiple,  not  from  the  vxgna»  words  tf 
Ibe  CoDatitntiao,  bat  fnax  the  eaere  proof  of  iba 
fbcL  Yon  have  npon  ^onr  table  a  moat  impoi^ 
tant  report  Bpoa  the  sabject  nf  iuMraal  improve 
meni.  Is  there  any  expraas  antlioritT  given  to 
Congress  by  the  ConBUtHiM  to  legishte  on  this 
rabjeet)  The  aneam  is  nbuD — there  is  ant. 
Whence  is  the  aotbority  Mtleed?  Front  the 
fact,  merely,lbat  national  improvemeBts,  by  rands 
and  inland  navigation,  may  m  neecMary  lov  xtk« 


iDd  scnei  _  .      __ 

DOI  this  be  done  by  tbe  Suiesl  Tbe  anaw« 
agaii  is,  ad.  Tbe  States,  iaifividaally,  are  not 
competent  lo  tbe  care  of  ibe  BBlional  ooBcenu. 
Tbef  may  and  do  make  roads  for  Ibemselvet, 
aod  It  ma;  happen  that  these  will  be  »o  made  in 
refbrenee  to  eaeh  other,  as  to  prodooe,  by  their 
eemblaation,  what  is  deured— 4Mtional  thorongb- 
Ares,  for  natioaal  convenience  and  naiioeal  de- 
fence. Bnt  it  may  hamcD  otherwiae.  1  warn 
those  who  Mfat  thus,  wno  derive  the  power  HaeJ/ 
from  the  ncceesily  and  convenience  of  its  ex«^ 
eiie,  against  sending  back  to  the  States  a  power 
which  the  States  themselves,  upon  vaAu  ie«- 
soning,  hare  ezpresslr  granted  to  Coogre*. 

The  iDtereel  wbieb  tbe  United  Staiea,  as  a 
creditor,  have  in  tbii  queelion,  oaghl  not  to  be 
overlooked.  One  of  the  commnnicatioBs  made 
fay  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  dortag  tbe 
peeaent  session,  (I  caoBot  Uy  my  baDd  npa«  it,) 
MBiee  tbat  the  weleceBce  intended  to  be  sa«gn< 
to  the  United  States,  is  deAaicd  by  ^nnl  mm- 
Bigamenn  and  dispositioas  oi  wfiiVf  mndo  by 
tbe  pabtie  debtors.  Tba  steady  and  regnlov  eol- 
lection  of  the  public  nrenoe,  so  imporMnt  to  ifcc 
public  service,  M,  at  all  tJiaei,  werlhy  oftbeatteo- 
tioo  of  GeograM  [  and  it  moat  tberafora  b«  eeo- 
sldtfed  as  a  powerfnl  recommendation  of  a  bmk- 
rapt  law,  that  ii  woald  eflsciiially  remedy  the 
evil  oomplaiDed  of.  The  wisdom  of  the  Legida- 
ute  laav  be  aUe,  perhaps,  to  devise  other  lema- 
diea;  I  know  of  none  (and  I  do  not  say  it  with- 
otit  son*  rcleetion)  that  will  beefitetoal,  and  not 
be  liaUe  to  very  great  objeetioDS. 

Upon  the  remaiatog  pan  of  tbe  anbjeet,  that 
wbieb  relates  to  tbe  eoudltiOB  of  the  dcbtoi,  I 
■baU,  at  present,  sar  bat  a  vary  few  vardis  ■" 
only  because  it  has  teen  fWty  rad  distiBetly  pot 
befwe  tbe  committee  by  my  oononble  ftindand 
coUeagve,  (Hr.  HoratMsow,)  bat  because  it  will 
be  more  proper  to  consider  it  whan  we  anive  at 


le  relief.    Tbe  general  deeiga  is  to  dieehaige 
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It  ilnrnter,  ■ 


J  J  tai  ib>t  wUI  lol  diMhnrge  kim.  Two- 
tkiria  of  bit  naditon  nnit  aofteaT,  Kiid  u  tber 
itU7  either  fire  or  withhold  A«r  MBant,  at  ibeir 
disantlM,  wUhotit  usitoiiz  aap  maoa,  dwf 
will,  of  eowM,  be  deiemintd  io  their  dttitioB, 
bjr  K  feB««l  aad  eompiobanriTa  riew  of  the 
wbola  Boadoel  of  iha  debtor.  Haa  he  been  nn- 
fortanaiel  The^r  will  ayree  »  bia  diaoharge. 
Hss  be  been  onjast,  hu  he  bcm  earrieaa,  ex- 
miTa(aai  1  Thejr  imy,  at  tbeir  pleainr^  refoae  it. 
b  thore  aajFthJBg  anreaaatable  in  tbiil  If,  byt 
aummiry  pVocati^  Toa  take  all  fiom  the  debtor, 
if  he  haa  ftirly  wrfeBdered  ererrthinf  to  hia 
erediiara,  aMhCcd  a  large  majoritr  of  them  that 
he  IkM  been  the  Tielim  of  miefonnne,  not  of  mi>- 
coDdnet,  oogbt  he  to  be  held  ia  sot^tion  to  the 
nerc  ileal  reaeBtmeat*,  or  the  mere  Hew  avariee 
of  a  few,  and  be  eoodemacd.  at  their  pleunre, 
10  idleaeaiaad  despair?  Andforwhalwirpoee? 
-Bocietf  ie  delved  of  the  beoaflte  of  kta  eier- 
tioBs  ;  he  ii  bima^  de[vired  of  tbe  nte  of  llHMe 
faeultie*  whieh  have  beeit  gireB  to  him:  and  for 
what  1  Doea  the  eraditor  gain  ^  it )  Hae  he  a 
elMBeaof  ofatainlagraorel  I  baTetheaathoiity 
of  expetinee  for  tayiag,  that  the  ehance  is  not 
worth  eMimatiny.  Look  at  the  operation  of  tho«e 
lawi^  which  naot  only  a  partial  dlacharge.  Is  a 
crediMT  in  a  Mter  coAditmi  for  the  hold  be  has 
wpon  the  Anare  euoiigi  of  the  debtor  1  One  of 
two  ooBaeqneBcn  iMrilably  follows ;  the  debtor 
either  aoln  iato  a  alBle  of  bopelcM  and  helptcM 
iRBOtioo,  or  eoneeali  tbe  fnila  of  hia  indveiry  by 
VBTioD*  eODtrlTaneee  that  ate  bartful  to  hii  and 
to  the  pnUie  motalt.  Betide*,  we  mDrt  nerer 
forget,  that  it  ta  for  aaiifortaBe  that  thia  proTiaiofi 
ia  to  be  made;  fat  miafliTtnne,  which  no  pmdenee 
can  aven  or  prereat,  bat  wbieh  is  iaeeparably 
ioeident  to  the  p«raaitBof  thow  who  are  propaeed 
to  he  eomprehMded  in  ibia  taw.  Boi  I  forbear, 
at  BreecBl,  to  preee  thia  put  of  tbe  cue. 

1  woaU  heg  leare  to  Mm«k,  bowerer,  that  I 
coB&ie  myacir  to  the  ezaaiptioB  of  the  eaminge  of 
hia  iailmtty.  I  have  n«  oMcelion  to  give  to  bia 
erediienwiatercr  he  laay  aherwandB  aoqaire  by 

Sift,  deviae,  deieeBt,  ot  any  olher  means,  in  short, 
at  hie  own  eunioiH.  Of  theae  be  ehevld  hare 
tbe  foil  beacfil,  set  only  tat  hii  own  aahe,  but  for 
thesakeofioeiety. 

It  wa«  not  any  inration  n  notice  the  obiee- 
tioM  lo  partienlM  patta  of  jhe  bill,  nor  will  i  at 
thia  liaae  BOtiae  iham.  Theie  «a  two  or  three 
objeeiitme  of  a  mote  genttal  c  barae  ier,wpoB  wkioh 
I  win  aah  the  ladolgeace  of  the  Committee  to  say 
B  Tcry  few  wordi. 

A  sTsteoi,  it  ie  Nid,  muai  be  a  bad  eoe,  and 
eoaiaiB  in  iitetf  very  iiroog  lemptattons  to  fraud, 
wliioh  reqnirea  aneh  bloody  penalliee  a*  are  to  he 
touad  in  the  bi^iih  etttates.  Tbe  whole  penal 
code  of  EnglaDd  ia  deeply  Mained  with  Mood. 
When  BlaentoB*  compoaed  hia  Commentartee, 
be  meationad,  with  regm,  that  of  the  i^VBcei 
which  a  man  may  commit,  no  leat  tlnB  one  hoa- 
drad  and  fi»iy  were  oipiiBl  Meniea,  pumahaMe 


baolinqM  laws  of  Bnglanl  are  in  the  spirit  rf  the 
rett  of  this  code,  aad  their  pcBaltles  are  no  better 

orideBce  of  the  templatioBSoffiMredhythaeelaws, 
than  are  the  penaltiee  In  the  lawa  for  eeetning 
life  and  prapeny,  that  the  secnriiy  of  life  au 
properly  oArs  a  great  temptatim  to  the  peipe- 
traiion  of  mnrder  and  robber*.  Too  may  iraee 
it,  if  yon  please^  to  the  state  oi  society  j  yon  may 
tmee  it  to  the  error  of  the  Legiilainre,  or  to  a 
gemeral  t»at  of  hwmanitr  ia  their  inatitotioaa, 
to  extreme  pradigality  in  the  pnniohment  of  dratb, 
bnt  not  to  the  mere  oxislence  of  lawa  for  secoring 
life  and  property. 

Agnio;  it  is  said,  that  a  bankrapt  law  mnst  be 
a  source  of  endless  liliMtion.and  the  eridenoeof 
it  is  a  hit  that  paaaM  some  time  ago  for  com- 
pleting the  exeeatien  of  commiselons  imder  the 
formsr  law.  To  make  this  argommt  available, 
it  would  be  neceanry  to  knew  how  mBBy  caaea 
were  finidied,  and  how  ntany  remain  (neom|rieie. 
It  might  be  bmoI,  then,  to  compare  die  niopof 
tieo  of  each,  with  the  casei  of  each  baa  uder 
theBlBieiiwolTentlawe.  Tbe  comparison  would 
be  decidedly  in  favor  of  thebenkrDpllaw,nn]ese, 
indeed,  the  ensea  nadn  the  insoiveat  law  are  eon- 
■iderea  aa  lerminatiDg  with  tbe  diaeha^  o(  the 
debtor,  for,  io  troth,  very  little  more  ever  cornea 
of  them.  It  may  be  well,  heweTer,  to  remind 
the  honorable  member  who  thinks  the  want  ot  a 
eoorl  irf  chancery  of  so  great  imporMnee,  that  a 
syalen  withoat  it  mtnt  be  n  vrretdied  system ;  it 
may  be  well  to  remiad  him  that  one  of  the  riiief 
ebjeeilona  lo  a  oeurt  of  chancery,  so  oommonly 
a^od,  is,  that  Im  praeeedings  arc  interminable. 
Bdt  I  am  senelble  that  I  bare  already  treapasaed 
toe  low. 

Mr.mirrB,ofUarylaBd. — The  Committee  hav- 
ing roAiaed  to  rise,  and  being  cdied  upon  to  take 
Iha  fioor,  I  will  atiemM  to  give  my  views  of  the 
baithiBpi  MU,  now  luder  oonHdetBlloB ;  oppreseed 
by  n  TieleHt  bead-ache,  I  fear  that  I  shall  eirc 
Uula  aatiaihatian  to  myself  and  less  to  tbe  Com- 
miute. 

If,  Mr.  ChaiimBn,  I  ondentood  the  bill  ee  ex- 
riaiaed  by  the  teotlemen  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
TTun,  and  Mr.  Pirdall)  I  shoald  oeitainly  vote 
with  themflirstiikiBgon  the  first  section.  They 
enlt  it  B  bill  to  |;ive  peenllar  privileges  to  tbe  tra- 
ders of  tbe  United  Statesj  that  It  will  raise  at> 
a  nivileged  order  ia  the  nation,  whieh  will 
endanger  the  Union.  A  privileged  order,  Mr. 
ChairBi8B,aad  that  order  eompwH^  of  haokmpu  I 
The  idea  is  ttitely  laoghable.  What,  (said  l'" 
first  gentleman,  Mr.  Ttlsb)  have  the  merehai 


dona  that  they  ahoiild  be  clothed  with  those  high 
privilcfei?  They,  it  is  trw,leBt  their  mosey  to 
QererameBt ;  and  money  Is  the  sinews  of  war; 


for  so  mnch  they  bare  eredit.  Bnt  it  ia  to  the 
yeomanry,  the  mechanic,  and  other  classes,  weaie 
to  look  for  the  bone  and  marrow ;  to  the  body  of 
merohanu  he  reftates  to  aekoowledge  their  per- 
aonal  aid.  He  may  be  right  as  to  some  parts  of 
the  United  States!  eetmialy  sot  so  where  I  am 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


HISTOKT  OF  CONQRBSfi. 


948 


H.OPR. 


Un^wrtn  Bankrupt  Lam. 


PUHUAKT,  1S18. 


[Hr.  Ttum  hen  exDlminwl,  br  wyiDgi  >'>■(  ^^ 
htd  notiDtcDded  to  oelrael  from  the  merit!  of 
the  mercbiDls,  lad  thtt  bia  exprenions  did  not 
admit  of  saeb  a  eoQiiruetion.] 

Mr.  S.eoDliDDed.  I  know,  raid  he,  do  diitiac- 
tioD  of  claweB.  Duiiog  the  late  war,  all  tendered 
their  perNUI  eervicea  when  necesMry — the  fir- 
mer, ihe  mechBDic,  the  merchaat,  (he  lawyer,  all 
dill  their  duty.  The  list  of  killed  and  wounded 
at  Btliimore  will  ibow  ai  maof  meicbanta  in 
pToportiod  to  numbers,  as  that  of  utj  other  de- 
•eriptioD  of  cilizeni.  I  claim  no  partievlar  merit 
for  tbcm  ;  I  ouljraikof  the  gentleman  to  beliere, 
tbM  be  will  God  among  the  yoang  merchaoti 
nerves  Bad  bone  aa  Birong  and  as  firm  *•  he  will 
arooD(  tboie  of  any  other  profeuion  or  clan  of 
our  citizens. 

When  the  genileman  lail  np  (Ur.  Pihoall) 
■ball  hire  been  lome  time  in  Congreu,  ha  will 
discorer  the  impolicf,  the  great  impropriety  of 
aUemptioE  to  excite  feeUoge  in  the  mind*  of 
mcmberi  Doatilc  to  anr  claw  of  our  citiiensi  hii 
oWB  good  Hue  will  teach  him,  that  all  have 
eqoal  right!  to  approach  this  bodf  bf  memorial, 
and  that  it  i*  his  duty  to  attend  to  their  wants ;  he 
will  see,  that  he  is  travelling  oat  of  the  line  of 
propriety  when  ha  makes  the  attempt  (anworthy 
of  his  talents)  to  throw  a  atigma  against  any  «Uu 

[Here  Mr.  Pihuall  rose,  and  declared  that  he 
meant  no  personal  allusion.] 

Certainly,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  genllemaD  made 
no  penonal  attack ;  it  was  genoal  and  serere 
agaiiMt  the  whole  class  of  merchants  and  traden. 
He  likened  them  to  Judas  Iscaiiot;  he  told  u 
that  "  Jndas  was  a  money  changer,  a  inder,  a 
'  dealer  in  exchange,  and  could  bare  claimed  ad- 
'  misiioD  into  the  privileged  order  of  mercbaDts, 
'  under  the  first  section  otthlt  hai."  The  genlle- 
man'szeal  agminst  the  merchants  has  induud  him 
to  miMaole  even  the  Seriptate.  Jada*  did  not 
carry  the  money  bag,  u  he  has  staled ;  he  waa 
not  a  money  changer ;  be  never  dealt  in  exchange; 
he  was  no  trader,  unlet*  the  gentleman  meaiu  to 
ny.  that  his  selling  bis  master  constituted  him  > 
trader.  But  who,  Ht,  Chairman,  were  the  par- 
chasers  1  I  am  informed  by  a  gentleman  near 
me,  that  they  were  lawyers.  But  I  do  not  find 
that  the  Jews  had  lawyers,  so  called,  among 
them.  The  great  enemies  of  oar  Saviour  were 
Scribes  and  Pharisees,  and  they  were  the  re- 
corder* and  expouoders  of  (he  law,  and  may  be 
considered  as  what  we  call  lawyers. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Pindall)  has  given  a 
pledge  to  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  to 
wit:  that  if  be  wilt  prove  to  hiaaaiisfactioa,  that  tbe 
Christian  doctrine  enjoined  a  forgiveness  of  debts, 
be  will  vote  for  the  bill.  If  I  jirove  that  the  Good 
Book  does  contain  that  doctrine,  the  gentleman 
will,  I  trust,  redeem  his  pledge.  Appiebensire 
that  the  genileman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
cavil  at  the  Episcopal  version  of  tbe  Uord's  prayer, 
he  protested  against  construing  tbe  word  trespass 
into  debt.  Mr.  Chairman,  tbe  Episcopal  church 
say  the  prayer  thus,  "  and  forgive  as  onr  tteapaaaea 
as  we  forgive  these  wbo  ttespaaa  againtt  us ;"  but, 


nable  to  pay  my  debts.    Did  the  Ejaa 
Bthe  gentleman  would  have  done?     ^ 


,  neither  you  nor  I  ware  uaght  Ike  pnycr  >■ 
those  words ;  no,  sir,  we  were  taofht  ogrMably 
to  tbe  literal  translation.  Let  (he  matleman  Iwk 
to  the  Testament,  Oreek,  or  Bnglish,  aad  be  will 
find  Che  words  ate,  "and  ft»jive  ua  oai  debta  as 
we  fo^ive  our  debtors."  Ifcr«,  sir^  we  are  dis- 
tinctly enjoined  to  forgive  oar  ■otferiBg  felVow 
mortals;  nay— we  make  it  a  eondittoB  of  ou 
prayer,  that  on  our  forgiving  our  deblora  we  uasi 
that  it  wiU  afford  to  as  a  hope  that  oar  sins  mM 
be  forgiven.  Let  (he  ^ntleoian  consider  well  bu 
sitoetion:  he  will  forgive  no  man,  although  he  re- 
linquishes all  bis  properly.  Once  a  debtor  always 
-  debtor,  is  tbe  creed  of  the  gentleman.     Agato, 

or  Saviour  declned  fbigivenesa  of  debts  i>  a 
parable.  A  certain  £in;[  called  on  his  debtors  to 
pay  the  dabu  due  tohtm.  One  man  appeared  aai 
claimed  a  forgiveaea  of  his  debt,  for  tbat  be  waa 
unable  to  pay.  The  King  ordered  him  iato  coa- 
fin«aent,  but  the  man  pratiaied  himaeJi^that  is, 
be  entreated  to  be  beaid— and,  if  situated  as  soiaa 

'  our  uafortnnate  ourchants  ace,  be  would  hare 
id.  Year  honor  and  ihe  inioert  of  the  nation 
requires  a  reiiriciire  ^ateu,  naeceded  by  a  wttt; 
~"  ships  lay  idle,  (hey  becaoe  ioUed,aad  V^ioae 
Ruicb  cost  forty  talents  have  been  sold  for  ten. 
and  I  have  thereby  been  rained,and  am  renderea 

■  ■         -„  „,,« 

lfo,eir;he 
ordereS  tbe  man  to  be  discha^ed,aDd  hia  dekie 
be  forgiven.  Here,  air,  the  gentleman  niiist  lec 
a  forgiveneai  of  debts  enjoined.  Bat,  air,  what 
followed?  The  man  departing,  met  Asa  debtor, 
seized  upon  him,  and  (holding  to  the  creed  of  tbe 
gentleman)  was  hurrying  him  to  jail,  for  be  for- 
gave no  man.  Tbe  ^ing  remanded  tha  najust 
man,  charged  him  wi  th  enidicy  towarda  his  neigh- 
bor, and  pnaished  him  by  close  confiDeaaenu  If 
the  gentleman  had  read  the  Qood  Book  as  attea- 
livcTy  a*  he  had  Lord  Coke,  he  would  Imvc  kaowa 
that  the  doctrine  of  ihe  Christian  leiigion  ia  love 
and  foigiveneta  towards  each  other.  "  Do  unto 
other*  as  you  woold  that  othtn  should  do  unto 
you,"  is  the  commandment  given  to  all  Cbtia- 
lian*.  I  trust  the  gentleman  is  convioeed,  and 
moat,  aa  a  man  of  honor,  redeem  bis  pledge. 

The  gentleman  has  enaeavored  toSLLovtr  mind* 
with  terror,  to  excite  horror  against  tbe  biU,  1^  ' 
detailing  a  variety  of  ease*  andei  the  bankranc 
law  of  ttngland  panishable  with  death.  Well, 
sir,  and  what  are  the  saegoinary  lawi  of  Gteut 
Bnuin7  Wt^t  bearing  on  the  biU  before  ua  t 
la  it  you  find  no  aanguiaaiy  featare.  The  gea- 
(teman  would  find  the  same  caoie  of  appieneik- 
sion  on  the  discnssion  of  aay  law  for  the  puniah^ 
ment  of  ctimes.  The  British  law  puniaMs  with 
death }  we,  for  similar  crime*,  by  UMa,  inpri«w- 
ment,  or  bard  labor  for  •  teem  of  year*.  Such 
flights  of  fancy,  sueh  reaaoning  from  anfonaded 
premises,  are  nnwoitby  of  tha  talents^  the  hon- 
orable gentleman,  and  more  expetieace  wilt  in- 
duce him  to  refrain  from  the  nee  of  them  in  tbis 

Tbe  gentleman  understand*  tha  bill  a*  for  the 
benefit  of  the  debtor,  and  asks,  why  is  it  not  ap- 
plicable  to  all  classes   as  welt  as  the  tiadeis  1 
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H.  ofR. 


Why  may  not  t&e  hTmer  atio  hate  an  eiEy  mode 
of  beine  relieved  from  hia  debts  1  His  idea  is 
bottomM  on  the  acts  ef  insolTeoey,  not  on  a  bank- 
rupt ]bw — DOt  on  this  bill,  for  tfaJB  bill  is  in- 
tended to  protect  the  creditor  agaiati  fraudolent 
eooduet  on  the  part  of  the  debtor.  Under  ibe  in- 
aolrent  law,  the  debtor  applies  for  a  release  from 
his  debli,  or  in  some  States  Tor  the  benefit  of  tbe 
act  to  prereei  the  confinemenC  of  his  person.  The 
bill  before  as  proiides,  that  wheneTer  tbe  credi- 
tors diKover  thai  tbe  debtor  it  usiog  means  to. 
defraud  them,  by  eonceafio^  his  property,  by  dis- 
posing of  it  in  trust,  by  BecoriDg  (me  creditor  to  the 
injary  of  others,  or  by  other  acts,  with  inienlion 
to  defraud  them,  the^  may,  under  the  proTlaiont 
of  Ibia  bill,  make  him  a  bankrupt,  and  compel 
him  to  deliver  ap  all  his  properly ;  to  disclose 
any  that  he  may  have  fVaadalenily  coDveved  to 
othera  in  troal ;  to  discover  any  property  tttat  he 
may  have  concealed  ;  to  accoont  for  money  im- 
properly paid  to  favorite  creditors;  in  fine,  to 
■how  a  fair  state  of  his  afiain,  ko  that  all  the 
creditors  may  have  a  fair  and  honest  dividendiof 
the  bankrupt's  estate.  Ifthe  debtor  acts  honestly, 
and  delivers  ap  all  that  he  has,  and  shows  that 
he  has  committed  no  act  of  fraud,  he  is  diaeharged 
irom  his  debts,  provided  that  two-thirds  of  his 
creditors  in  valae  and  number,  iball  sabseribe  bb 
certificate;  that  proportion  of  n amber  will  not 
lijt>erale  him.  nor  of  value ;  he  must  obtain  two- 
thirds  of  both  number  and  valae  to  his  certificate. 
or  faeisnot  to  be  liberated.  Islhatnot  safficient? 
Would  a  bamane  man  ask  better  security  ?  But 
if  that  number  ia  not  safficient,  the  gentleman 
can  propow  three-fourths.  No,  sir,  the  gentleman 
aaya,  that  if  there  be  one  creditor  who  will  not 
conseat,  he  oti^ht  not  to  be  free.  One  erael, 
aTarieious  creditor  shall  keep  the  anfottvnate 
debtor  hnag  up  for  life  od  the  tenter-hooka  of 
despondency  and  despair,  and  thns  incapacitate 
bim  forever  from  being  able  to  provide  for  his 
family;  thai  ttanerrinz  hia  iadustry,  for  who 
will  irost  a  man  over  iraom  a  heavy  debt  hangs, 
in  tbe  hands  of  an  inexorable  creditor,  in  whose 
power  it  mil  b«  to  seize  on  his  earnings  at  his 
pleasure?  It  is  not  in  human  nature  to  labor  to 
DBS  exertions  under  snch  circumstances.  And 
will  the  ^ileman  commit  the  happiness  of  hia 
fellow-eitizeo  to  tbe  will  of  one  creditor  ?  Yes, 
said  the  ganttemoa,  onee  a  debtor  always  a  debtor. 
"I  stand  by  the  taw;  I  will  h«T»  my  contract 
'  most  grave  and  potent  seignon.  The  law  of 
'  Teniee  gives  it  to  me ;  I  will  have  ray  law ;  I 
,  '  will  have  my  pound  of-fiesh,"  And  will  you, 
;  Mr.  Chairman — will  this  honorable  House,  oon- 
',  cur  with  the  gentleman,  in  holding  an  unibrtii' 
,  nata  debtor  hound  for  life,  after  he  has  honestly 
:  delivered  up  all  that  he  has  of  property  ?  No, 
',    sir,  I  will  not,  caDoot,  believe  it  possible. 

The  gvnlleiiUB  Miys  the  law  oacht  to  be  ^n- 
t  eral,  10  iadade  all  claaaca.  Would  he  subject 
j  the  fariDer  to  the  aeveritfola  bankrupt  law?  If 
he  would,Icaiinoi.  Onethtrdof  myeonstitnents 
;  are  agticaltural,  and  I  cannot  consent  to  subject 
J  them  and  their  eaiales  to  the  ptovisiona  of  this 
^  bill;  nM  do  I  believe  there  are  many  In  thia 


House  who  would.*  What  is  tbe  flrst  section  % 
If  a  trader  depart  from  the  State ;  remains  absent 
therefrom ;  conceals  himself,  keeps  in  his  house, 
so  that  process  cannot  be  served ;  or  departs  from 
bis  dwelling;  procures  himself  to  be  arrested,  or 
his  lands  or  goods  to  be  attached,  distraioed,  or 
taken  in  execution  ;  shallconceBlhis^oodsj  shall 
make  a  fraudulent  conveyance  of  his  property ; 
shall  admit  a  fraudulent  security ;  shall  remain 
in  prison  two  months,  or  shall  escape  therefrom  | 
for  any  of  these,  and  for  some  other  acts,  the  cred- 
itors may  bring  him  under  the  bankrupt  law.  and 
compel  him  to  deliver  ap  his  land  and  all  his 
property  to  his  creditors.  I  believe,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  the  farmers  would  not  thank  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  for  subjecting  them  to  such  a 
law;  tney  would  by  no  means  consider  it  aaa 
favor  conferred  on  them  ;  they  would  rather  be 
excused  from  having  the  honor  to  belong  to  such 
a  privileged  order — a  privilwe  that  would  enable 
their  creditors  to  sell  their  land  by  a  process  so 
summary. 

The  gentleman  objects  to  the  19lh  section; 
that  section  provides,  that  if  any  person  against 
whom  a  commission  has  issaed,  shall  commit 
any  fraud,  as  described  in  this  section,  or  shall 
not,  within  forty-two  days,  surrender  himself,  he 
may  be  punished  by  being  Imprisoned  not  less 
than  twelve  months,  nor  more  than  ten  years. 
The  gentleman  totd  us  that,  for  snch  an  ofienee, 
the  English  law  punished  with  death;  but  was 
it  fair  for  him  to  say  that  the  section  punished 
with  ten  years'  imprisonment  in  even'  case  where 
the  person  did  not  sarrender  himself  in  forty-two 
days?  Was  it  fair  for  him  to  conceal  that  tbe 
punishment  might  be  only  twelve  months?  Was 
it  fair  for  bim  to  conceal  from  the  House  tbat  tbe 
very  next  section  authorized  tbe  judge  to  extend 
the  time  fifty  days  beyond  the  forty-two  days? 
And  is  such  punishment  too  severe  for  a  debtor 
who  attempts  to  defraud  his  creditors,  or  refuses 
to  surrender  agreeably  to  law?  The  gentleman 
here  has  changed  his  ground,  and  has  found  out 
that  the  law  Is  not  made  for  the  debtor  alone. 
Does  tbe  gentleman  mean  to  encourage  fraud? 
No,  sir,  I  am  sure  he  does  not. 

The  21st  section  displeases  the  genileroan. 
What  is  the  complaint  ?  That  when  the  bank- 
rupt (made  so  under  the  law)  shall  refuse  to  sur- 
render, and  shall  have  concealed  his  property,  his 
doors  may  be  broken  open.  I  can  see  nothing 
oppressive  in  that  measure.  A  commission  mast 
have  been  issued,  and  he  ought  to  be  compelled 
to  deliver  up  bis  effects  to  the  taw  for  distribu- 

The  24th  section  is  also  grievons  to  the  eye  of 
the  gentleman,  and  what  is  it  ?  That  a  person 
who  conceals  a  bankrupt,  knowing  him  to  be 
snch,  may  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  twelve 
months,  and  fined  to  tbe  amount  of  one  thousand 
dollars.  And  would  not  such  an  oflfence  merit 
such  punishment? 

The  26th  section  provides,  that,  if  a  bankrupt 

*  A  motion  to  aiaka  the  toll  ganeral,  was  made,  and 
oaly  Ihii^  meartMH  TOtad  te  it. 
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KSli  hvneillri  be  ihall  be  ■llvwfd  m  p«r  cmtif* 

em  liuMtat*. 

The  37tli  Motion  jtravidn,  tW  iba  baukrapt 
b«for«  be  ema  cbum  a  eertifioBte  of  ditahaTfe, 
mvM  Eoaki  oath  tbmtbe  bai made*  full difcorny 
of  all  hie  properly,  and  ibat  tba  cosHBt  of  hii 
oredidin  hac  u«  faiitf  obtained. 

The  Slu  wetioQ  provide*,  that  a  priorit?  of 
■atiefaetioa  tai  dcbu  doe  the  United  Siaiei  mbU 
cnttinae. 

The  63d  leciion  {woridae,  thai  line,  exiitiBg 
at  tba  date  of  tbii  not,  eliall  be  raltd. 

A  great  objeetion  i«  made  to  the  wife  beiof 
eompelled  to  gira  tastioMMf  in  the  uae  of  bci 
huband.  It  will  aeldom  happwa,  a>d  «u  oaly 
be  when  ahe  ia  eoqieeted  of  tiaviag  haraelf  ean* 
eaaled  ot  diapoaed  of  the  ctfeeti  of  hei  haabaod— 
and  carlaialy  it  caaaot  be  rtaj  ierare  lo  eompri 
bei  to  dieeorcr  what  aba  majr  bare  eoieaalad, 
with  intent  lo  defraud  the  eiaditon  of  her  kna- 
band.  The  neat  object  of  tlM  bill  ie  to  pierent 
fraud  and  eoHaeion ;  to  aacitre  to  the  hii  atadttor 
a  fair  proportioti  af  tba  etfeeli  of  the  debtor ;  and 
ai  a  reward  for  hit  hooeatf  (ia  lelinqaiahiDg  all 
bit  pit^tenr)  to  diaebarga  bim  IVom  bit  debia. 
But  it  ia  aaid,  that  the  fafwrn  haa  not  a  fait 
chaaca  with  the  nMrebanij  en  the  eontrarr,  the 
proriaiont  of  the  bill  pot  all  oa  a  footing.  Let 
lu  uke  a  riaw  of  the  onfortanaie  dablon  aheut 
to  faiL  Tha  castom-lKHMe  laqnirea  two  eeenri- 
tiea  to  each  hand,  aad  the  Eacrabaiito  are  ■ndar 
tba  Deeatiitjr  of  becomiag  seoniitr  for  each  oAet 
thef  eaaaot  avoid  iL  Sneh  debt  it  eoMideni. 
the  ftiet  debt  of  honor  i  Ue  QoventneBt  Boat  be 
paid,  and  the  pctaoo  abou  to  fail  aeanta,  if  poe- 
Bible,  tba  frie&de  who  were  hie  aeeariiiat  oa  the 
cnatoio-hoMae  boadt.  No  —tebani  oan  obtaia  a 
diaeouDt  at  bank  withovt  aa  eadaraar  i  itf  MHnae^ 
ther  BUM  eadone  for  each  other,  and,  if  the  pw 
■oa  findi  he  eanaet  go  on  Itwger  wilk  hie  boel- 
seat,  he  Mearca  tha  friead  wba  hat  eodereed  for 
him,  aitd  Bt<Hpa  pavnam,  whea  th«e  ia  prabaUr 
little  left  to  diride  anoBg  bia  other  eieditore ; 
and  the  {daater  or  faraer  if  a  craduor,  will  al- 
waf  a  litd  that  hia  debt  ia  leet— oar,  annefiiiuB  a 
gfcat  price  it  promiaed  bin  for  hia  enn  to  enable 
tha  debtor  to  accore  hia  aecarlliaa.  Oae  of  the 
objeeu  of  the  UU,  it  lo  peaveatoi  correat  tioh 
conduct.  If  the  debtor  happeot  to  reeideia  New 
York  or  Marvlaad,  he  appliea  at  an  intalveal 
debtor,  and  is  diacbarged  iron  aU  bia  debtt  wit^ 
out  HUieb  trouble ;  if  he  it  of  tome  other  Stale. 
ha  can  renore  into  one  of  thoee  Btatet,  and,  afker 
a  certain  term  of  reeidanee,  asplf  under  the  acta 
of  intolrencr,  and  reeeire,  without  diffienlir,  a 
relcate  from  hia  debta.  In  Blaaiachwetu  they 
piooaed  BOmehow  by  attachmmit,  whiek  anewere 
tbdr  purpetc  j  ia  Penntf  Irania  and  Virginia,  the 
debtor,  in  deliTariog  np  bia  propartri  aeenioa 
hia  perton  from  arreat,  and  mar  remoro  into 
Marrlaad,  and  be  releaaed  froaa  aU  bia  debt^ 
after  a  le|^  resideaee.  The  fiamera  of  tha  Co»- 
^lutioo  fbrcaaw  the  ncaaat  ca&dittMi  ctf  the 
BtateB,  and  wiKlf  proTided  that  Coogreet  ahoald 
hare  the  power  to  p«M  a  nnifona  banba^  law. 
And  Bttrelr  it  la  time  tbK  w«  ehanU  adm  aoMe  I 


ivle  that  thall  be  uniform  thraig^oM  the  Ihiea. 
We  have  beeome  a  great  camnuiiial  iMaf;c,and 
ought  to  adopt  a  irttem  that  shaK  gire  lo  ihe 


gire  I 

rule  br  whiek  the  dehier 
nttd  froo    -  ■      ■ 

property,  to  the  iigarT  01. 

a  arBlcoa  ia  to  be  foand  in  the  bill  bow  valer 
contideiatioB,  and  I  troat  it  will  be  adtytcd. 

The  gentlemnr '"-   " »  — ■.  .<.-.• 

mereliaat  ahall  a 

tbia  Houte,  ',  '        _  „.._.., 

eoaatiearreaLnnd  ealcolatioaa  of  profit  and  taw 
oaght  10   be  left  In  Ua  eonaliBg>hooaa.     The 


foreign  debtor  a  fair  thare  of  the  efieb  afm  b^k> 
ruptlefator,  and  tons  rule  br  whiek  the  dtfhiBr 
mafr  be  prerentcd  from  fmouIeBilT  *T--'Tg  of 
hit  property,  to  the  iigarT  of  hit  eredilatL    Back 

ia  10  be  foand  in  tha  bill  bow  valer 

tion,  and  I  traat  it  will  be  adtytcd. 

intlamna  (Mr.  Pimdux)  eaid,  that  if  i 
ahall  aaMte  lo  the  honor  of  a  acaita 

le,  hia  da;  book  and  ledipr,  hit  a» 


^  ,  then,  think*  thai  a  a 

u  an  honor  ratner  too  high  tos  a  mnc^ant  te 
oBptre  lo  it.  For  if  the  peoBla  will  acnd  a  mcc 
ebant,  he  will  not  eoaaidet  hmieoU'eonUBiBaLtd 
by  bit  pTcaenec;  bat  tnnia  be  will  eooie  hen 
free  from  ptejndiee.  1  tetiain  Irtnt  niortiag  tfaiB 
obBemtioB  on  the  gentleman,  from  reapeei  to  thv 
other  gentlemen  of  the  bat.  IwiabthageiMleman 
hidlaubiiownpr^adieetatbamei  thai  *VV*u 
to  have  mialed  bw  u  the  come  of  debate.  The 
goBtlemaii  will,  howerw,  aco^  tha  tender  td 
my  hi|A  eonaidvUion  for  hi*  great  ooadeacen- 
aion.  ^he  genfleman  baa  eijpraeead  hia  gnat 
alann  laat  the  nerehaoU  tbeald  BonanoUze  all 
power,  and  tboiefate  wonld  ezclode  then  fron 
a  tent  in  Congrea^  and  thtiB  aeance  aore  powei 
to  tba  alaat  to  whiob  Jn  beioaga. 
The  feBllenu  ia  alarmed  that  thai  Uw  wilt 


pfoccedt  in  land,  the  bill  i 
creditota  to  obtain  a  eemmiBawB  w  aaaanpiey 
afaioBt  bim,  and  the  load  thoa  obtained  eosid 
beeald.  Uowititoowl  The dcblw in  Vimi- 
nia  Teeta  hia  crediwt'B  mooey  in  laBd,  awindlci 
and  lau^  at  htm.  The  land  eaawM  be  told 
in  Virginia  for  debt;  it  m^  be  extasde^and 
the  ptMU  applied,  bat  wbaw  will  anraainaEwa, 
DDleaa  the  uad  be  well  ma«^7  And  ber^ 
Mr.  Chairman,  ia  the  teoiw  of  ibe  ojipaBiiMa  of 
both  gentlemen  frcwi  Viiginik  They  aK  not 
willing  to  sntyeot  the  laad  to  te  told  fot  ( 
of  jeat  dehCB. 

The  gentlemaB  haa  lold  tu  of  goilda,  L 
andmercbaBlicadcn,nfth«Bteclratda,inLMdoB. 
He  mrt  (hat  they  weaa  bond  for  ibc  debu  eon- 
Iraelea  by  each  other,  and  aaka  whether  we  are 
willing  to  bind  the  meichanU  to  pay  the  debts  of 
eaebotberl— Ur.ChaitmaatWhataiiMttMnl  If, 
howevai^  be  wiU  giant  laonoyoUea,  Mtk  ae  thoec 
fofniaB  laerebaait  in  Bnglud  poeeeeaed,  to  a 
aamber  of  merahaMa  ef  uw  Uniled  Smitt,  they 
will  certainly  imdennke  to  be  aaiawenbla  for  tha 
debta  of  eaab  oUtar.  Tba  MnUoataD  baa  Iniety 
■aadtng  Aadenon  on  Gonunetoe,  nad  moat 
know  that  tbeee  eontpaaiea  esiated  in  Iioodon 
ai  a  time  when  finglaad  had  ae  aaare  aoec- 
chaaU;  when  the  depcndedon  the  Haaae  Towat 
fot  bar  commerce,  and  en  the  £^mberdi,«a  faBnk- 
ea--wbeB  thoee  fofeigaera  laid  ibe  wkale  aMiea 
under  eoatribBtion,  ae  did  tba  acoiek  hciom  in 
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UiiArM  amUmMUJUm. 


iTuj^UB  BB^HMflud,  prior  to  tht  Herolatioi  . 

lod  thmt  it  w»a  atotmuv  to  put  lueh  ft  law,  a« 
I  cotrcctin  to  bmadm.  The  Dili  b«foie  as  U  in- 
«iided  to  oorncl  fraud*,  but  in  ■  mare  lationai 

Mr.  Chaimas,  1  think  J  luve  ibowa  tl»t  tbi* 
lill  creates  no  moaopol;;— «o  cxelasiTe  privilec* 
.o  tba  tiaden ;  tbat  it  will  tend  to  |»«veM  fiande 
la  th«  part  (tf  dehert,  will  enata  nDifonDity 
ibroDghout  tbe  Union,  will  do  no  iojory — but 
Jiot  beneit  to  the  oamusMial  ehuactei  of  the 
United  Statai  may  and  will  reeolt  therefroni. 

AAer  Mr.  Smitb  had  aonelnded,  Mr.  Tn.u 
itawd  that  he  had  hoped  Uiat  nocxpreeaioD  OMd  br 
kicaeelf  weuld  hareWn  isUaKiroheBded  br  anr 

teatlcmaD;  and  more  aipeeiairrhe  had  flatteicd 
imoolf  that  wheo  he  had  diMrewed  any  luoh 
totentioDs  aa  the  goBtUiaan  from  HanrlaBd  had 
aacritnd  to  him,  neh  diaaTowal  would  have  been 
ao«0plod.  I  did  not  ioqairc,  eaid  Hr.  T.,  what 
tiie  merahanu  had  done  to  merii  on  fatoi,  bu 
I  did  aik  what  the  faimer,  the  manu&etarer,  and 
th«  mcchaaia,  had  dona  to  /orfait  their  elaim  to 
TODf  patronage :  two  wopoiitloo*,  very  dtasmi- 
Ur  in  eharaater.  Mr.  T.  taid,  tbat  ha  had  anp- 
poaed  iw  merahasc  ooald  bare  been  oCuidad  at 
bis  renark,  when  ha  had  aaalgaod  to  that  otaaa 


important «  part  irf'ibe  piditiaat  eustenoe,  a*  iu 

lew*.  Tbe  gCDtlomaa  fioDi  HarylandMl*  an, 
tbat  he  alio  ha*  agriealtBtml  cOnatilueDta,  and  he 
baa  elaimed  foe  the  MMtehaMs  the  ainew,  iha 
boDc,  and  the  manow.  What  put  of  iho  politi- 
oal  Boalomy  will  ho  aiajgi  to  Ikai  poctfon  of  bia 
eonitiltieaia  who  are  Jhrinen  ana  moehaniesl 
Will  ha  make  than  the  hair  of  the  head,  to  be 
thorn  off  at  pteatme,  or  the  dnit  of  tbe  feat  % 

Mr.  Bhtib  rajoined  a  remark  or  two  in  expla- 
nuiooofhiMJlaMoatollr.  Ttlbr.  UcelalDaed 
MMM  booe  and  aotM  mamw  for  the  nierehant*, 
aa  wdl  a*  for  tbe  agrieulinriat*. 

The  ConmiUee  then  rote,  repMtod  nofteai, 
and  aaked  leare  to  sit  again ;  which  Mr.  Bao- 
ttvrt  in  Tain  objeclad  to  granting,  the  leaf*  being 
aeoordnj  by  a  targe  iBtjority. 

TaiuuuT,  Febtaary  19. 

Mr.  NxWTOM,  from  tba  Conniitee  of  Com- 
merM  and  MgmilSMtafee,  to  whieh  wa*  eiMamit- 
ted  tbe  bill  from  the  Bninie,  eatiUed  "An  eat 
eooaenuBg  the  diatriet  of  Braaiwiek,  in  ihoSisM 
ofGeorgiB,"  reported  the  mnM  wltbeat  amend- 
ment, and  it  vaeordered  lo  be  read  a  third  time 
to-day. 

Tbe  Smaub  kid  before  the  Hooae  a  letter 
from  the  Beereiaty  of  the  TnaMry  iraaamiMing 
a  (taicmcBt  of  the  moaeyt  paid  for  dafraying  the 
expentca  of  the  eommiaiionen  wider  iho  fourth, 
nitb,  end  leTentb  anieiea  of  ihe  Treaty  of 
Obeat ;  wbleh  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  en 
the  table. 

Billi  flrom  the  BeaMe  of  the  foUowiog  titles, 
via: 

An  act  eonceralng  the  diitriet  of  Branawiok, 
ia  tba  Bute  ofOooi^; 

Aa  aot  aappleneniary  to-ibe  net,  antiiJad  "A« 


a«  fortkar  eEtaading  tbe  time  for  iaHuat  aad 
locating  mibtaiy  land  wamnti,  and  for  otbw 


An  aet  to  anlhoiiio  certain  piuchaaan  of  pub- 
lic land*  to  withdraw  iktax  eatriea,  and  tmufer 
the  moaeya  paid  thereon ;  weie  ■eyerally  read  the 
third  tine,  and  paaaed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howtuiotoii,  the  Cammit- 
teeof  Way*  and  Meana  were inatraeted lo  exam- 
ine an  aet.  aatitled  "An  act  regoUttng  the  cur- 
rency within  tbe  United  State*,  of  iha  gold  ooina 
of  Cfreat  BfiiaiB,  Pranee,  Portagal,  and  Spain, 
aad  the  crown*  of  Fraaee,  and  fire  ftaac  piccea," 
paned  in  the  flni  aesiion  of  the  14th  Coogieaa, 
aad  aecertain  whether  the  aame  doe*  not  requn 
legialatira  iUerpoaitiMi.  The  (aid  net,  in  the 
first  woid  of  tbe  10th  line  of  tbe  fint  aeeiio*, 
reads  aereniy,  when  it  is  obrioui,  from  th*  rent 
of  tbe  seetioa,  it  ahoold  read  twewy. 

BANEBUFT  BILL. 
The  Uonae  BMin  leaalrcd  itself  into  a  Cosa- 
Butiee  (tf  tba  Whole  oa  thebi" 


uniform  system  of  banhmptey. 

Mr.  Mill*,  of  UaasaehnsettgL  said,  the  gisal 
impoitanea  of  tbe  sobjcot  bow  oefore  the  Com* 
miltee  to  the  ooomeieial  peitioiw  of  the  Union, 
anil  partioulatly  to  the  State  whieb  he  bad  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  repcaeent,  was  tbe  only  motive 
which  coold  indues  him,  in  the  present  state  of  his 
bealtb,  to  mingle  in  this  debate.  But  viewing  it, 
■aid  Mr.  M.,  as  I  do,  of  vital  taoBtaat  to  the  ia* 
teraaia  of  tbii  BooBtty,  of  vaatlv  more  impottanoe 
than  any  suhject  which  baa  for  years  beca  anb- 
mitted  to  your  coosidamlion ;  aad  kaowiag,  as  I 
do,  tba  anxiety  with  which  the  ayes  of  thouaands, 
now  Buffering  ia  wretchedneas  aad  poverty  for 
the  want  of  suck  a  eyMeea,  we  diMMed  t«  yoiH 
delibemtioas,  I  mast  bog  the  indidgeBee  of  your 
patienca,  whils  I  sobmit  for  your  consideratLon  a 
few  lenarka,  to  show  tbe  neeestity  of  aoma.  uni- 
fbrm  ayaten  of  bankraploy  throughout  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  and  while  I  endeavu  also  to  aaswer 
some  of  ihoae  obJieetions  wbieb  have  been  urged 
*~iBSt  the  ado^ion  of  sueh  a  system. 

sir,  said  Mi.  M.,  the  geotlamaa  from  VijigiBia, 
(Mr.  Fmaau^)  who  baa  eeeapied  sola^  a  por- 
tion of  out  tiine  in  this  diicassioa,  has,  laai  aute, 
with  no  iiaynpar  vtevs  drawn  ooi  attentioa  to 
a  great  vanety  of  eoosidetatioBs,  n«t  neeeaaaiily 
involnd  in  any  btokiupt  system,  and  most  pu- 
lalaly  fnminK  ko  put  of  iW  wbiok  lau  baea, 
-'-'^  so  KQeh  indnsUy  and  ean,  pteaentad  fix 
.  _  jdoption.  So  deeply  does  he  seem  lo  bave 
imbibed  the  ooovioiMa,  that  every  sueh  siratem 
mutt  he  radicaUy  wroiw,  and  produeiiva  of  aoib- 
ing  bat  grass  fraud*  nnaiiaagaiBarT  paauhmenta, 
that  he  has  bata  onaUe  to  bcatew  iwaa  it  tbw 
uaiiiasaed  and  aaadid  examiaation  which  ia  due 
to  a  maaswa  of  to  nweh  importance.  Periuit 
me,  then,  sir,  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mitlse  to  the  real  qaaation  wbicb  the  motion  new 
before  them  preaeiUs  to  their  consideration.  Tbe 
motion  is  to  strike  out  the  first  teclioa  of  the  biUi 
a  motiaa  wbiah,  by  pubancntafy  usage,  has 
naihiag  to  do  with  its  detailsr  bwgota  oNf  M 
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UKt  tlw  priDCiplea  PtwirUy  enlHaaed  in  the 
meBfUre.  The  qiHidoB,  tbeo,  now  before  yoa, 
lir,  if  DMj  will  yaa  [mk  ibti  bill  with  all  its  pro- 
TMioBf,  limititions,  aod  peniltietl  bat,  will  you 
■dopt  9.  Byaiem  of  baakraptcy  wbieh  shall  be  nni- 
form  Id  iu  operaiion  throagbtMit  yovt  country, 


afibrdiog  to  all,  vithia  its  parTiew,  the  same  pro- 
tection, and  extending  lo  toem  the  tame  remedy  1 
>  gvnlteman  from  Virginia  is   dinaiieBM 


iritb  lb«i  pTOTision  which  makei  the  wife  liaUe 
to  be  examined  a*  a  wiineu,  in  ceriaia  cases,  to 
disoorcr  the  frauds  of  faw  husband,  let  him  wait 
till  thst  profiiion  is  distinctly  nnder  considcn- 
tioo,  and  more  to  expan^  ii.  If  he  objects  to 
that  ■cciioo  which  aaihotize*  the  commissioners 
to  break  the  doors  of  the  haokrapt,  who  may  hare 
concealed  hii  property  from  his  creditors,  let  him 
adopt  (he  same  eoarte.  If  he  wishes  to  extend 
the  operaiion  of  the  bill  to  other  citixens  than 
those  already  embraced  in  it,  let  him  introdiKe 
ao  amntdment  to  that  etTeci.  If,  in  short,  he  is 
opBosed  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  or  thoae  parts 
oily  which  point  ont  the  mode  by  which  the 
principal  ohjeeti  may  be  attained,  and  the  penal- 
ties imposed  on  those  who  are  goiliy  of  an  ia- 
fnclion  of  its  prorisioDS,  paitiamenlary  OMge 
and  common  eonrteay  alike  reaain  that  such 
modifications  should  be  attemptea  as  will  give  it 
the  hircM  prospect  of  meeiiag;  the  wishes  of  ■ 
majority.  Still  less,  sir,  ovght  a  measure  of  this 
kind  to  be  defeated,  by  calling;  into  action  those 
pTejadlces  which  may  hare  been  imbibed  against 
ths  laws,  the  jnriipmdenae,  or  the  eommercixl 
regnlationa  of  other  conntnes.  Onoe  establish 
the  principle,  that  the  sitnaiion  of  the  country  is 
such  as  to  require  ibe  exercise  of  that  power  with 
which  the  Constitution  has  rested  yon  upon  this 
subject,  and  whether  the  prominent  features  of 
your  sTstem  shall  be  drawn  from  the  commeroial 
code  of  Napoleon,  or  the  acta  of  the  British  Par- 
liament will  be  a  mere  question  of  expediency, 
to  be  deiarmined  by  tbetr  relstirc  merits,  and 
their  malngy  to yourhablta and iaslitaiions.  Sir, 
I  shall  not  stop  here  to  inqvtrc  into  the  extent 
of  the  obligation  imposed  on  you  by  the  Coasii- 
mtion.  It  is  enough  forme  to  ind  the  power 
"  to  eetaUiah  nniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruMcies  throughoai  the  United  Btales,"  expressly 
delegated  to  Congrns  by  that  iastrament,  and  to 
satiuy  myself  that  the  exigencies  of  ibe  coantry 
reunite  its  cxerciM,  to  appreciate  the  weight  of 
this  obligation.  Too  long  alretdy  has  ibis  dele- 
piiOB  of  aBthority  remained  a  mere  dead  letter 
in  thai  compact ;  and  too  Jong  hare  those  for 
whose  beaefit  It  was  inirodoeed,  called  upon  yi 
to  gira  it  life  and  energy  and  action.  Look 
the  commncial  naiioos  of  Europe ;  ,nme  of  the_ 
■re  destitute  of  some  r^nlstions,  by  wbieh  the 
relations  subcialiDg  between  a  creditor  and  his 
mfonunate  or  fraudnleut  debtor  are  gorertted, 
calcolaied  for  the  proieeiion  of  the  honest  and 
the  deiectiOD  and  punishment  of  the  dishonest. 
Let  us  no  longer  form  an  exception  to  that  great 
commercial  family,  of  which  we  are  so  dislin- 
gnisbe'd  and  prominent  a  member ;  but  let  us  profit 
KythewiBdomaBdexpctieBceofothen.    laclMd, 


sir,  in  no  oibai  mUob  does  a  ayBtcuof  this  sort 
appear  to  me  to  be  so  necessary.  In  mast  other 
eouBtriea,  the  laws  which  j^erail  ia  «h«  panwn 
of  the  empire  are,  upon  erenr  subjeei,  and  espe- 
cially eootmercial  sabjeets,  the  same  vhicA  prc- 
rail  in  another  poniaB.  They  hare  iw  Mouaie 
sovereisnties,  norcoufiictingregtilatioitt.  iLsya- 
tem  of  Iwnkrapley  there  is  not  neeosary  (or  the 
purposes  of  aBifoniuty,for  all  their  laws  arc  uni- 
form. 

But  in  thii  covD try  what  is  roar  aitnaiioa? 
A  confederation,  formed  of  twcnij  diatinct,  and. 
in  respect  to  their  intenal  rmlaiions,  independ- 
ent sorereigntiea,  with  lam  (especially  in  regard 
to  the  collection  of  debts,)  raryiBg  from,  and  is  : 
many  respects  contrarr  to,  each  otber.  In  some 
of  ihe  States,  atinehmeats  are  nude  upon  mcsn 
process,  in  others  the  remedy  is  agauMt  the  body 
of  Ibe  debtor:  id  some, a  jwlgmeni  operKtca  ai  i 
a  lien  upon  all  his  cstsic,  and  in  others  mosi  of 
his  estate  is  free  fkom  all  bu  a  nominal  limbiiUy 
for  his  debts.  In  many  at  the  Stales  there  are 
iasolrent  laws,  indeed ;  bat  in  ne  two  Btatea  mte 
their  )Horistons,OT  the pmctiea  under  ibem, kUke,  , 
I  beliare,  unless  it  be  thai  in  all  the  pcnon  of  j 
the  dabiM  is  discharged,  and  the  erector,  espe-  | 
cially  the  dbiani  one,  seldom  rcedrcs  imy  pot- 
tiiHi  of  his  debt.  Sir,  this  eomplimWd  atate  of 
UMettaiDiy,  direcsiiy,  and  hosiuiiy,  ooght  aoi 
to  continue.  The  biuiiieai  of  the  metcliant  re- 
quires that  he  should  gire  and  reecirc  cxtensirc 
credit  in  diflareni  Suies.  To  do  this  with  saJety, 
the  rules  which  gorcrn  the  rdatioii  of  iMtor  and 
creditor,  shoold  be  correctly  defined  and  well  un- 
derstood. Where  is  the  merehaDt,  nay,  where  is 
the  member  of  this  House,  who  oaa  tell  ron  the 
regulations  of  iIm  diffetoni  States  upon  this  aab- 
ject  1  Sir,  this  debate  has  shown  that  ttiey  are 
not  within  the  knowledge  of  an*  indiriditala  heic. 
"  Miserable  indeed,"  we  are  told,  "  is  the  aiuwtica 
of  that  people  whore  the  laws  are  ragne  and  an- 
eeruin.*'  j 

Ask  the  (banter  of  South  Caroiina  or  Oeorgis, 
what  security  ikclawBofMassacliasettsgira  Aim  | 
for  a  debtdue  from  Ihe  merchant  in  Boston.  Or,  ' 
ask  ihe  merchant  in  BosIom  or  Hew  Tork,  by 
what  meau  be  is  to  eolieci  hii  mooey  frooL  bu 
ignee  at  the  Soath.  BiMth,  air,  will 
of  Ihe  other.  The  pluuet  of  the 
Bonw  woaia  b«  appreheonvc  that  the  proeass 
of  attachinent  which  pterails  in  HasMChmeus^ 
woaldcDableoomemorefaruuiais  creditor  in  tlic 
vicinity  to  secure  his  debt,  by  sweeping  away  tlu 
property  of  Ibe  merchant  in  Bosioij  and,  on  the 
other  band,  the  merchant  would  be  eqo^y  appre> 
hensive  of  eoae  legal  exemption  or  general  at- 
•igument  of  the  ptoperijr  of  the  consignee,  oi  the 
opemlim  of  some  act  of  insolreficy,  which  ■hooM 
place  that  pnqierty  beyond  his  reaoh.  Thns  is 
that  maiHinl  coofidencc^  so  neceesary  to  merenn- 
tile  credit  and  commercial  eoierprise^  eaiinlf  de- 
stroyed. And  even  between  States  ia  tkt  imme- 
diate ricinity  of  each  other,  as  Ntw  York  «ad 
Massachusetts,  a  son  of  "  border  wir"  is  contiou- 
ally  carried  on,  by  the  |»oeessof  sUacbmest  on 
the  one  sid^  and  the  laws  of  iMtdrnHy  on  the 
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other,  «q<ully  dMrioeDitl  ta  the  lights  of  tbe 
ereditoi  and  the  monl  integrity  of  the  debtor. 

Tli«  PKMix  ■yiiem,  also,  oi  rather  the  pretenl 
w«iil  of  ayaWn,  deprires  the  Goreratneiit  of  tb« 
beaefil  of  ibat  precedeoce  or  prioritf  o*er  indi- 
ridaaU,  which  rour  revenae  law*  ioleiidcd  to 
secure  io  regud  to  incli  debtors  be  should  not 
hBTe  luScicDt  property  to  pay  all  their  debt* ;  for 
ia  Stttei  where  KtUebmeuis  prevail,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  attaching  cteditora,  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  mode,  it  it  rery  clear  that  the 
whole  estate  of  the  ihbicr  may  be  seized  apon 
by  indiTidual  creditors,  before  tbe  bond  to  the 
GoTernmeDt  falls  doe,  or  before  it  is  known  ibat 
be  will  be  unable  to  pay  hia  debts.  And  in 
States  where  inaolrtnt  laws  are  in  force,  the  rery 
ftpprehension  of  this  priority  induces  the  debtor, 
before  he  takes  the  beaefit  of  those  laws,  to  ai- 
si^n  his  property  to  some  faTorile,  or  peihaps  fic- 
titious, creditor ;  and  in  either  case  the  QoTern- 
ment  is  left  remedileas.  The  doouments  fur- 
nished  by  the  Secreiaiy  of  the  Treasury,  and 
now  upon  your  table,  eomplaia  of  ihe  existence 
of  thia  eTil,  and  aa  inqoiry  into  fael*  will  show 
that  it  is  of  no  incoostderable  eitent.  Sir,  thon- 
■anda,  and  sometimes  hundred*  of  thoosand*  of 
dollan^  bare  been  apnnally  loat  to  your  Treasury 
in  thia  war,  and,  aa  the  CoDstitutional  guardians 
of  that  Treaauiy,  your  duty  requires  that  aa 
effectual  remedy  shouM  be  ^orided.  Sacb  a 
remedy,  it  ia  confidently  beliered,  is  now  offered. 
The  debu  duo  lo  tbe  Oorenitnent  are  chiefly 
from  merehania,  npoa  cDatom-botue  bonds;  and 
if,  upon  the  happening  of  one  of  the  events  de- 
aciibed  in  the  firat  section  of  this  bill  aa  an  act 
of  bankruptcy,  commisaioEierB  should  be  author- 
ized to  seize  upon  the  properly  of  ihe  merchant, 
few  case*  indeed  would  occur  where  that  prop- 
ertir  would  not  be  more  than  sufficiani  to  |iay  the 
entire  debt  of  Ihe  Qoretiimeat,  thus  entitled  to 
prii»ity. 

But,  ears  ihe  genlleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
PiNBALL,)  "let  Ihe  Slate  Legislatures  nass  iaaol- 
vent  laws."  Sir,  a  slivht  consideration  of  the 
sabjeci  will  show  that  these  lawa  would  afford  a 
tenkedy  altogether  inadeaoaie  to  the  evils  in< 
tended  to  be  prarided  for  by  this  bill.  Indeed,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  many  of  the  erjis  under 
which  the  mercantile  portion  of  Ihe  community 
now  labors,  result  from  (he  operaiioD  of  ihe  Siate 
insolvent  law*.  At  any  rate,  sir,  the  same  uneer- 
tainty,  resulting  from  a  want  of  uniformity,  end 
the  rarioua  ayalema  of  different  Slate*,  would  ex- 
ist to  perplex  and  hanus  the  distant  creditor. 

Beaides,  gentlemen  greatly  err  in  considering 
JDsoIreacy  and  baokroplcy  aa  ayQonymoii*. — 
They  are  not  conrertible  terms.  A  man  may 
become  insolrent  without  ever  having  committed 
an  act  of  bankruptcy,  and  be  may  commit  an  act 
of  bankruptcy,  and  yet  hare  sufficient  properlr 
10  pay  all  bis  debla.  InaUnees  have  occurred, 
rarely  1  admit,  where  a  trader  in  Qteat  Britain 
haa  done  that  which  justified  the  suing  oat  a 
commiBaioa  of  bankruptcy  againel  him :  his  pro- 
perty has,  eoDsequenily,  passed  out  of  hu  control 
into  the  hands  of  oommissioaaa ;  and  apon  a  foil 


settlement  of  hi*  concerns,  every  honest  creditor 
ha*  received  hia  twenty  shillings  in  ihe  pound. 
Indeed,  one  of  Che  pnocipal  adrautages  of  a 
bankrupt  law  is,  that,  upon  ibe  happeniag  of  cer- 
tain erentE,  which  indicate  fraud  or  impiodeoee 
io  the  trader,  it  enables  the  creditors  to  interpose 
and  arrest  his  career  of  iadiscrelioo  or  dishonesty, 
by  securing  his  property^  for  the  e)]ual  benefit  of 
all,  in  proportion  to  their  rcspeotire  claims.  It 
is,  in  cootemplalion  of  law,  at  least,  an  adverse 
proceeding  on  Ihe  part  of  the  creditors  against 
the  debtor,  for  the  purpose  of  divestiug  blm  of 
his  property,  and  preTeniJng  its  being  fraodu- 
Untly  conveyed  or  concealed,  and  of  obliging 
him  to  make  a  full  and  fair  surrender  of  his  jko- 
pert^,  and  disclosure,  under  oath,  of  all  bis  tian- 
BBctioas  in  relation  to  il;  and,  according  to  the 
present  bill,  it  is  not  until  two-thirds  in  number 
and  ralue  of  his  creditora.  people  most  interested 
In  the  inquiry,  are  eaiisnnl  that  he  has  so  sur- 
rendered and  discloaed;  that  be  has  made  no 
secret  or  fraudulent  conveyance,  and  in  all  thinsa 
conducted  himself  honesUy  in  this  behalf,  with- 
out giving  preference  to  one  over  another,  that 
hp  can  be  entitled  to  his  discharge. 

Very  dificreat  is  the  course  of  proceeding  usu- 
ally adopted,  I  believe,  under  the  insolvent  law*. 
The  man  who  intends  to  avail  himself  of  their 
liberal  provisions,  6nding  himself  embarrftased, 
and  fbreaeeing  the  fate  that  await*  bim,  make*  his 
own  arrangements  to  meet  it.  Tbe  debis  of  bit 
father,  his  orothera,  bis  endorsers,  his  favorite,  or 
perhaps  his  moat  unfortunate  creditor,  are  paid  in 
lull,  and  having  diveated  himself,  at  hia  leisure, 
of  all  hia  properly,  he  then,  at  his  own  instance, 
or  on  the  application  of  his  friends,  ii  permitted 
to  paaa  through  the  requisite  ceremonies  of  dis- 
charge, al^ough,  perhaps,  in  some  eases,  not 
more  ihan  ooe-fouitb  of  his  creditora  may  have 
any  aclual  notice  of  ibe  proceediags,  or  any  op- 
portunity of  examining  into  his  afiaita.  Instead, 
therefore,  of  opening  lue  door  to  frauds,  as  the 
iCteman  from  Virginia  haa  said  this  bill  would 
ill,  in  my  appreheosinti,  most  effectuatly 

prevent  those  frauds  which  ate  now  ao 

preralaot  amtrag  ua. 

Tbe  temputions  to  fraud  wUl  not  be  inereaaed, 
and  you  will  be  furnished  both  with  the  means 
of  detection  and  the  powec  of  punishment  j  and 
I  hare  yet  to  learn  thai  men  are  deterred  from 
offence*  by  tbe  Impnoity  wiih  which  they  may 
be  cimiinitied,  or  that  crimes  are  mullipliod  by 
tbe  infliction  of  punlshmeDi  upon  the  offender. 

Most  of  the  Slates  have  already,  I  believe,  aa 
ha*  been  sngKeated,  insolvent  laws  of  greater  or 
lesa  efficacy.  But  thia  ia  not  tbe  ease  in  all.  The 
SiatCj  air,  which  you,  (Mr.  LivBBHonn,  of  New 
Hampshire,)  aad  the  State  which  I  have  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  have  not  as  yet 
adopted  them—and  from  the  little  I  have  known 
of  tbeir  operation,  without  pretending  to  be  inti- 
mately BCQuainteil  with  their  provisiooa,  I  do  not 
covet  what  aome  gentlemen  seem  diaposed  to 
consider  so  great  a  blessing.  lueonvenjeat  and 
unequal  as  i*  our  aytlem  of  attachments^  1  am  by 
aomcuiadiapoaedtoczobaBgeitforlhe  inaolvant 
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Hfitmiw  witb  whieh  I  am  aeqnttiited.    Btitl,  sir, 
^eat  frand  and  injattiee  are  tomdiiae*  pneUKd 


The  Tigitani,  the  sharp-sighted,  ot  the  onfeeling 
OKditor  may  alwafB  ^t  the  preference  of  the 
iadalgent  and  cotDpasuonate,  or  the  diitant  one. 
Fravds,  too,  nay  be  eommitled  by  the  debtor, 
whieh  it  ti  impoMible  to  deled  or  paniah.  Pref- 
emee  mar  be  siren  to  fhTorite  creditors,  upon 
tha  aa«e  of  a  failure,  and  flciilioua  debt*  ereued, 
against  which  oo  defeaee  can  be  made  by  the 
bona  fide  creditor.  A  trwler,  in  cootaeiplaikHi 
of  bdnkroptey,  may  make  hii  note,  withotit  etm- 
■ideralion,  to  hU  moai  eoDfidential  friead,  for  any 
amoani ;  a  proeeat  of  attaehmenl  may  be  inne- 
diatety  aoed  oat  npmi  the  note,  alt  the  d«bu»^ 
property  aeiied,  withoal  any  affioavit  on  the  narl 
of  the  creditor  of  the  juiliee  of  his  claim,  and  bo 
person  on  earth  can  obUge  him  to  diagorn  hia 
plunder ;  nor  will  any  one  be  allowed  to  dtopnte 
tbe  ralidity  of  the  demand  in  a  court  of  jostice, 
ezcopt  the  debtor  himaclf.  Here,  iiMked,  air,  ia  a 
atiODC  tetnptatioB  to  fraud,  the  temptation  to  pro- 
vide lor  one's  own  family,  wlthoni  any  meBDi  of 
dMODDBg  or  defeating  iL  Animt  iMh  and  ao 
many  eriK  aurel^  aome  remedy,  more  efficaciona 
than  the  State  intolTeni  lawa,  ia  imperiously 
detoanded. 

Bat,  air,  are  yon  enre  that,  dnce  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Conatilntion,  the  Biato  Legisla- 
nrea  haTC  any  legitimate  anthority  to  pass  those 
lairsi  By  that  inttroment  it  ia  contended  Con- 
gress alone  hare  power  to  eaiabliah  an  uniform 
ayitem  of  baDJcniptcy,  and  the  Stai«s  nre  ez- 
preasly  prohibited  from  pataing  "any  la wi  im- 
pairing the  obligation  m  eoniracla."  So  far, 
therefore,  as  these  laws  impugn  eitl)^r  of  these 
proTisioas,  so  far  they  transcend  the  powers  re- 
mined  by  the  States.  Upon  (bis  subject,  how- 
erer,  I  wish  not  to  be  anderatoDd  aa  gini^  an 
opinion,  or  allempting  to  sustain  an  araument. 
The  question  is  still  tit  mtbibim.  One  judge  of 
your  Supreme  Court,  of  graat  reapec lability,  has 
giren  an  opioioa  against  their  conaliiutionality ; 
and  another  of  equal  respectability  ia  their  ftTor. 
And  it  BOW  remains  for  the  fnll  court  to  decide 
the  difficult  and  important  controTcray. 

We  are  told,  too,  thai  a  bankrupt  ayilem  woold 
prove  a  fruitful  aonree  of  tiligatton,  and  that  the 
property  of  the  debtor  would  be  swallowed  up 
by  the  oommissioners  and  aaaigueea.  Sir,  in  w»- 
awer  to  this  objection  I  can  sp«^  only  in  respect 
to  ihoae  Slates  with  whose  laws  1  am  beat  ac- 
quainted, and  there,  sir,  I  can  aaaura  the  gentle- 
man, so  far  from  increasing,  it  would  Ul^t  and 
deatroy  a  most  plentiful  harreet  of  litigation. 
By  the  bill  BOW  under  consideralion,  a  single 
proceas  ia  to  settle  the  concerns  of  the  debtor  with 
all  his  creditor*.  Whereas,  under  the  laws  of 
attachment,  hundreds  of  soita  are  aomatimea 
commenced  in  rapid  snccessioD,  each  eredlMr 
jHirsning  his  own  interest  alone,  and  in  this  mal- 


ita  way  to  the  ponket  of  ike  eraditor,  and  bow 
much  to  the  oScon  of  the  law,  or  which  would 
dwire  the  grea teat  benefit  from  this  procednrc. 

But  it  is  aaid  br  the  ^nilaaiaa  Ima  Tirginin, 
(Hr.  PiitDALL,)  tnai  thia  ia  «  "  aysten  of  exclo- 
■ire  privileges  and  eziraordiaary  lialuliiics  j" 
that  it  will  ereate  a  privileged  order  In  the  cotu.- 
mnaitr,  inconsistent  with  our  ropnUiann  tnstitn- 
lions,  Of  coDferring  favors  upon  the  tftorcfaaat  Ji 
the  expenae  of  the  agrienltorirt ;  and  the  hoiMC- 
able  geutlenMo  has  called  our  attention  to  the 
— igin  and  proneaa  of  the  bknkrnpt  laws  of  Bag^ 

'"'  --  proof  iM  this  position.    Sir,  eaii  that  mb- 

^  with  nil  bis  ingeanity  and  hiatarieafro- 

aeareh,  persuade  you  that,  in  iH  r«lgii  of  Henry 

favored  clan 

thai 


Eersnade  you  that,  in  il 
tb,  tha  metehanta  were  a  favored  clan 
of  British  aubjeeta  1  Can  he  peraonde  yoa  thai 
the  sturdy  Mrona  and  extensive  laodholdcn. 
who  eompoaed  the  Parlsnnent  ot  that  nod  the 
sobaeqaent  reigu,  were  dispoaed  to  ■acriUce  tbt 
inlereata  of  agricolinre  to  the  partemai  nggrma- 
diBemtni  of  the  merehaat?  No,  air,  emniae 
the  history  of  those  times;  tookntthenoMaMea 
irf  the  alalnteo  of  MHeurf  YUI.aBweUaa  Utow 
passed  in  the  reigns  of  BllnbeUk  and  Jaa«a  iba 
Firal,  and  to  the  penalties  eoninined  in  Uma, 
and  you  will  ai  oneo  petooiv*  that  the  iateraat 
and  aeenrity  of  the  creditor,  weroaotely  eonsnlted 
in  these  early  times.  That,  in  i«^d  to  tke 
debtor,  the  laws  wera  considered  aa  mghly  peanl, 
calcnlaied  to  ratrain  impmdenea,  extmn^nee, 
and  negligence— enacted  at  a  time  when,  in  (be 
quaint  language  (^  my  Lord  Coke,  "  (he  Ei^ish 
'  merchant  hnd  rioted  in  three  kinds  of  eosili- 
'  neaa,  viz.,  oosily  building  costly  diet,  and  etmtly 
'  apparel,  aeeompaBied  witb  negpaet  of  hia  trade 
'  and  servanta,  and  thwrcbyeoaaiBed  hia  wealth.*' 
The  system  now  propoaed  eonferanocneliulve 

Srivilegea,  it  intpoaea  no  extraordinary  linbililiea. 
t  extends  eqnal  eeevrily  to  every  creditor,  pro> 
tection  to  (he  honest  but  unfortunate  debtor,  and 
hel^  the  rod  of  cotreolion  over  the  dishonest, 
the  profligate,  and  (he  fraudntenL  b  this  tea 
mncti  for  (he  merchant  to  a>k  at  your  baadst 
Bat  it  la  not  ai  the  friend  of  any  particular  c<a« 
of  the  commuotty,  tbat  I  call  npoo  you  to  eatal- 
liah  thia  system.  It  is  beeauae  I  believe  il  wOl 
contribute  ro  the  proteetioa  and  aupimrt  of  tb* 

£«at  interests  of  the  nation.  If  I  believed  tbK 
e  interest  of  (he  country  required  that  a  bill 
should  be  pnaaed  for  the  protection  of  agricttl- 
ture,  BO  one  wodM  more  readily  anpport  it.  But, 
aa  the  Repreautative  of  an  agricBlttiml  dietriet, 
I  will  not  eonsent  tbat  the  farmer,  vrisom  I  rep- 
resent, merelv  for  the  non-fntflliueBt  of  a  eon- 
tmet,  IB  whioB  the  poUio  baa  no  tnttreat,  sfanll 
be  made  liable  to  a  commission  of  bankmptey, 
suAr  his  bouses  and  hia  bada  to  be  ttaasferra 


to  assignees,  and  bis  estate  ti>  uc  miuBiaincq 
upon  in  his  lifedBe.  Neither  pohlic  |ioNcy,  nor 
individnnl  aeeutiiy,  re(|uires  (Bat  this  course 
should  be  purssed  with  the  faruMr;  white  both 
unite  in  extenMing  it  to  the  merchant. 

The  one  "  parsnee  the  even  tanor  of  his  way" 
in  n  limited  sfAere,  eacoanieriag  btu  few  ritki 
baroBd  the  raaob  of  OTdiaarjr  ealeolMJoa  |  wUle 
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lh«  other,  ID  his  dmk  esMaded  tpb«re  of  iclii 
is  expoacd  to  rain  by  events  aKsiDBt  which 
hutnin  foresight  ean  guird  ;  the  misfortane*  of 
others,  I  he  elementa  of  nalare,  ibe  vary iog  policf 
or  his  OorernDieat,  Bad  the  iojiutice  or  npacity 
df  other  natioDt,  are  alike  ibe  came  of  his  de- 
stiactioD. 

The  proteeiion  and  eocoutagemeai  of  com- 
merce, sir,  has  ever  been  coniidered  as  ecMQiial 
to  the  proiperilf  of  this  oation.  The  (iiaaiioo 
of  your  eouDlry,  the  hardy  enterprise  of  your 
people^  and  the  proTtsioat  of  yoar  CoDstituiion. 
alike  imprcu  opon  your  eonaideratioa  the  im- 
portHDce  of  trade.  What,  lir,  lodueed  the  Bast- 
ero  and  eommereial  States  to  wish  for  the  eatah- 
tishmflDt  of  yoar  preseol  form  of  QoTernment 
II  was  not  solely  that  they  might  rely  apon  the 
itrencth  of  your  arm  for  proteeiion  and  defenee ; 
bat  that  their  ialerconne  with  other  natioDt 
might  be  favored  aod  facilitated,  and  the  inter- 
eit«  of  trade  eherished  and  extended.  For  this 
they  gave  yoD  the  control  of  their  reveDue—ihe 
power  to  eBtablitb  coarti  of  justice — to  regulate 
eommereej  foreign  and  domestic,  aod  to  eitab- 
liib  an  Qniform  syilem  of  bankruptcy.  Sir,  for 
all  the  eDooumfemeai  which  commerce  receives 
at  your  hands,  it  makei  a  most  ample  and  liberal 
return.  It  jj  commerce  that  adorns  and  embel- 
lishes society;  it  difiases  the  eomforts  and  ele- 
^occs  of  life,  wealth,  and  the  meaot  of  informa- 
tioB  through  your  land,  promotes  and  eoeoorages 
the  arts — extends  the  hand  of  munifieeoce  in 
the  cause  of  literature  aod  icieaee— erects  aiv- 
lomtfur  the  miserable  and  the  destitute — Fstab- 
liahes  liberal,  and  bamane,  and  moral,  aad  liier- 
uy,  and  religions  inatitatioas,  and  covers  the  face 
offonr  eoaatrywitb  the  smiles  of  inielltgence 
and  the  radiance  of  hope?  Who  is  it,  sir,  that 
fills  Ibe  coffers  of  your  Treasury  with  wealth  1 
The  merchant.  Whosustaiaed  and  resoscitaicd 
your  linking  credit,  when  driven  to  your  "  ut- 
tnott  need?"  Who  ure  the  narsing  fathers  of 
Ihit  birdy  aod  inlrepd  race  of  men  that  esub- 
liibed  your  renown  upon  the  ocean,  and"  pineked 
from  Ibe  deep  the  drowning  honor  of  yourconn- 
>i|r7'  Barely,  sir,  the  interest  and  the  ^rsatts 
of  the  merehtnt  require  some  consideration  from 
a  OoTeronient  which  has  received  snch  fruits  at 
inrii  hands. 

Bot,  sir,  there  is  one  other  objection  niged  by 

ue  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 

"RDiLL,)  so  novel  aad  extraordinary  in  its  nba- 

neirr,  that  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  pass  it 

otct  ID  lilenee.    The  gaotUman  complains  that 

a  eompleia  system  of  bankruptcy  ix  to  be  "  palmed 

DpOD  Bi"  at  onoe,  allboogh  the  English  system 

hu  twn  the  work  of  three  centuries,  aad  is  eon- 

AiDcd  in  nineteen  different  statutes.     Sir,  where 

ao«i  ihii  argument  tend  7    Would  the  gentle- 

mia  Ind  us  back  to  the  ages  of  barbarism,  and 

™lige(uiopasi,  by  gradual  advances,  to  a  slate 

°>  civilization  1    Are  we  to  reject  the  improve- 

OttDls  of  ages,  aod  to  disregard  the  pro^rets  of 

'    ^Kieijvin  the  arts,  the  sciences, and  in  civil  pol- 

I    "t1    WodM  the  genilemao  be  willing  to  have 

I   thiitiiBaient  applied  to  the  aeianee  of  law,  itil 

ISth  Com.  Ist  Ssss.— 31 


I  Would  be  throw  aside  the  forms  of  pnv 
ceediag  Dow  in  use  in  oar  courts,  beoausc  the 
*l«fem  was  introdnccd  complete,  tbouEh  the 
lapse  of  H^s  was  necessary  to  perfect  it  in  fiog- 
land?  Would  be  discard  thai  admitable  system 
of  logic  to  be  found  in  special  pleading,  the 
use  of  which  is  so  familiar  to  him,  for  the 
loose  and  irregular  and  vague  form  of  proceed- 
ing ore  tatUM  J  The  great  principles  of  civil  lib- 
erty, upon  which  all  our  instiintioas  are  foandad, 
are  not  to  be  disregarded,  because  they  sprang  ap 
in  other  ages,  and  arrived,  bv  slow  d^rees,  to 
that  slate  of  perfection  in  which  we  adopted 
them.  Sir,  we  have  been  sinculariy  favored  bf 
Providence.  No  night  of  barbarism  ever  over- 
shadowed our  country.  Like  the  fabled  goddeae 
from  the  brain  of  Jupiter,  we  spntng  into  na- 
tional existence,  in  the  fulness  of  stattire,  and  all 
the  maturity  of  wisdom. 

Sir,  I  will  no  longer  datain  the  ComraittOT. 
Believing  that  the  adoption  of  an  uniform  sy^ 
lem  of  bankruptoy  will  subserve  the  intereats  of 
the  QoTernmeot,  and  promote  the  prosperity  of 
this  great  eoramuntty.  I  hope  the  motion  to  strike 
out  ine  firat  section  ot  this  bill  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Tacxaa,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  in  askiof 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  few  remarks 
on  Ibe  subject  of  the  hill  under  consideration,  he 
was  aware  he  solioited  from  their  accustomed 
politeness  what  a  very  natural  impatianee  at  tbia 
stage  of  Ibe  diicUEsion  might  be  disposed  to  deaf 
him.  But,  while  the  prinoiples  of  the  hill  wera 
so  ablyand  zealously  defended  by  gentlemen  who 
were  the  peculiar  represeaiatives  of  the  menaB- 
tile  interest,  it  became  more  than  ever  the  doijr 
of  those  who  came  from  agricultural  disiricia  to 
'  ;e  its  principles  for  themselves,  and  to 
lystem  wbicb  they  believe  pregnant  with 
evil,  partial  in  its  operatioo,  aod  bnriog  hard  oa 
a  class  of  the  commnaity  who  ask  for  no  assia^ 
ance  from  the  legislative  body,  and  ton  rarely  find 
il  sufficiently  aiientive  to  their  intereats. 

We  have  been  reminded,  lir,  by  the  geMteman 
from  Hassachusetis,  <Mr.  Millb,)  thai  the  asb- 
ject  now  ^uliarly  under  discussion  is  of  a  naera 
circtunseribed  cbaraotar  than  il  seemed  to  be  smi- 
posed  by  those  who  went  before  him:  that  ina 
motion  to  strike  ont  the  first  seeilen  of  the  bill 
involves  not  the  inquiry  whether  thit  bankrupt 
law  shall  beoome  a  legislative  aot,  but  wheibet 
any  banhrnpt  law  shall  pass ;  that  by  sirikiog  oat 
this  section  the  whole  system  is  n^tived,  aad 
we  virtually  declare  onr  deierminaticm  to  maha 
no  eSurt  to  remedy  the  many  and  serious  evils 
which  flow  from  a  diversity  in  the  Slate  mtcna 
of  insolvency.  He  reeommends,  tbsreforej  la 
those  who  may  be  averse  to  twrticolar  prevbioM 
in  this  bill,  to  seek  its  amendment  rather  than  to 
produce  its  destruction.  But  the  efibrt,  air,  would 
be  vain.  We  have  sufficientlv,  though  informally, 
aseertaioed  that  the  most  »aloas  advocates  of  the 
bill  regard  as  esseniial  certain  provisions  lo  whieh 
the  majority  of  the  Commiilea  ara  disposed,  I 
trust,  to  give  a  decided  negative.  Aregentlemea 
wiUiog  to  airika  out  that  elanse  which  providn 
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Ht  iho  nleaM  ai  ihe  buk/npt  from  hia  debti 
«{iati  reeeiTiug  his  eetljficatc  1  I  uDtkntaod  ihem 
10  eoiMider  ihe  bill  viihoat  this  prorition  u  not 
woith  ■  rush ;  mth  nich  b  proTitioD,  il  oevcr  «ali 
leeiita  tnj  ccnimdI.  Ak  tbejr  dlapcMed,  in  eon- 
MBiaeo  with  (be  aroved  principle  of  mikioB  lbi> 
a  law  betvMD  raerehaDt  and  merchant  onTjr,  to 
Inaert  a  proTiMt,  thai  as  the  debt  of  the  farmer  or 
saeehaBic  to  th«  merchaDi  cannot  be  diicbarged 
br  bankrapicr,  w  neithor  ahaU  the  debt  of  the 
UenhaDt  to  the  farmer  or  nuchaaie  be  annulled 
\l  the  opermiioD  of  the  aetl  Such  a  principle 
■eems  to  be  founded  Id  the  law  of  reciproeitr, 
aiaoe,  if  the  act  be  aonioad  to  merohanta,  it  ■hoald 
aJSoct  oalT  debb  which  are  due  to  that  farored 
ckM  of  toe  comuiiDftr-  Bat,  will  fvatlmeh 
aoMpt  (be  toodifioaiion  1  I  undenttnd  tbeai  to 
eonsidel'  il  aa  iDadmiasible.  Will  ihef  ooaaeai 
to  ioMrt  a  pioviao,  that  noihiag  oeniained  ia  the 
act  shall  hare  the  effect  of  exonerating  aip  P«r- 
BOB  who  mar  become  bankrupt  noder  it,  from 
debt*  eziatiiig  before  iupaNucI  If  thefdo  not, 
ilia  rotroapaaliTe— c poa< yScto — and  uneoaati- 
Mtioaal}  and  I,  for  oae,  caBaat  gife  it  m;  vou. 
Bsi,  I  undenUDd  ita  warmett  adroealea  would 
not  liatca  to  web  a  ptopoaal.  Indeed,  the  aJla- 
•ioa  on  reaterdar  of  the  geatUmaa  from  BSar)'- 
laad  to  IM  difficoliiM  and  embarrassmeata  among 
iheiMrehants  having  moiled  from  the  embargo 
and  realhotire  ayawmFj  prom  but  loo  cleM^f 
that  we  are  now  legtslatiog  rather  for  erenu  that 
aio  put,  than  for  ihow  that  are  in  prospect  This 
priaciple  of  the  btU,  then,  is  likewise  coasidared 
aa  eascntial  by  ita  fricads,  and  at  forDiahing  an 
i&aiMnblo  oMade  to  its  enemies.  FinaUr,  will 
(milemencoDMDl  to  modify  that  prorision  which 
enables  Iwo-lhirds  of  the  oredilori  bf  their  vote 
to  release  the  interest  of  the  oiber  ihirdt— whieb 
enablea  one  man  to  relenM  the  debt  of  aootber 
wiUtoni  his  atatnt  7  Tlua,tike  the  other  schemei 
whieh  a  diapotition  U  coaoHiate  the  mercantile 
iutreat  might  aoggeataa  the  basis  of  a  compro- 
mii^  is  Lkawite  eeetfdared  inadmisslhle. 

Tanasitnated — with  the  frieadaof  the  bill  ai ren- 
mtm  in  mnintaiDiag  cenaia  principle^  wiihoat 
which  iker  would  eoaae  to  enppoM  it,  wUle  Ihoae 
T«rr  pio^ionaform an  inaaparabte objection  (o 
others— what  hope  eka  ihore  beof  so  sha^ig  it  at 
to  make  it  palatable  to  the  varictr  of  tastes  in  this 
Conmittaet  To  ma  il  appeaia  palpable,  that  if 
*^'  '''"  "  -i  pass  at  alL  it  must  paaa  in  ita  prca- 
idljop - 


«ni  abuM.  And,u 
prineipfas,  1  shall  v 
■r  ooUesffne,  and 


„  e,  and  thus  eodeaTor  lo  put  on  nnd 
10  an  wipro£taUe  labor  that  maf  last  foi  weeks, 
•■d  pcrliaMmoatha,without  (beponibititfof  an 
Mcammodaiioo,  and  withoat,  after  all,  patting 
MaTbill  wbateTer. 


of  Ibis  mauer,  hy  the  gentleman  from  PennarJ 
nnia,  (Idr,  HorniifaoN,)  diat  the  proTitioa  of 
ibe  CooMiintion  was  imperatire  in  relation  to  a 
bankfupt  bill,  and  that  we  were  contiiiutioaatlr 
bound  to  enact  one.  I  am  happr  to  find.howeTer, 
from  Ibe  explanation  of  bis  cidleagaa,  (Mr.  Baa- 
unawr,)  that  we  are  not  to  oaderttand  this  poai- 


tioB  so  broadlf  as  the  gantleoMs  front  Mi^rhn 
setts  natutally  apprehended.  It  saeota  thu  we 
are  only  to  eonsider  it  as  a  ConstitntionaJ  iojnM- 
tioa  to  pass  a  bankrupt  bill  wbeaevR  it  tiiall  be 
Deeesiary,  or  ibe  stale  of  tociet;  shall  tc^uirB  iL 
If  ihii  be  all,  we  are  happily  abMlr«d  fronaCoo- 
aiiluiional  diacussioo,  and  the  question  tcMAies 
itaelf,.aB  we  at  irst  ooncei?ed  it,  into  a  qncstioo 
of  exJMdiencT. 

We  have  been  told,  too,  that  this  phraae  in  iki 
CoDslituiioa  barine  been  used  ia  rcfNeace  u 
the  Briciib  laws,  and  those  laws  haTine  cMifiacd 
iu  ptoriaiont  to  traders,  and  provided  that  the 
debloit  thooid  be  ditchacgod  from  Wl  prior  debts 
upoB  obtaining  a  eertilloate,  we  moat  andeniaai 
the  ConMituiion  a*  baring  eootcmplated  simiUi 
proriaiona.  The  a^BMoiprorea  loo  mtieh.  If 
the  tarmi  of  the  CeaaiiiHUaa  eompel  us  to  adopt 
aojr  pariieulai  ptofUioat  of  the  Britiaji  baajcrupt 
syawn,  we  are  tqoallv  eoinpcUed  to  b4sm  all ; 
aiace  it  is  impoaaible  irom  ita  eontexi  lo  aisc«m 
which  i(  directs  a  to  puiaoe  and  wbieb  to  reject; 
and  thoB,  under  this  iattramcnt,  the  Congreaa  of 
the  United  States  would  be  redoced  to  tbe  hunn- 
hie  ofice  of  re-oaactiog  ia  temt  th«  ^oiisiooa 
of  the  Britiah  ataiuiea,  to  fonuaatalj  provided 
for  at  bf  oar  Britiah  progenitors.  But  the  truth 
is,  that  (he  CaaatUution  usca  ibis  tern  without 
rvfeTcnee  lo  a  perticnlar  Bfatem,  but  in  rclatioa  to 
ayatenu  of  bftiHcruptcy  ceneially ;  soaie  of  which 
contain  a  principle  abrogatipg  the  bankrupi'i 
debts  while  othera  do  not;  and  some  doobuess 
embiacing  more  classes  of  the  eommuniip  than 
oiheia  have  deemed  il  expedient  to  coDptehesd. 

In  truth,  howeTet,  on  this  latter  poial  ii  woold 
be  scarcely  impoiiant  to  raise  a  CoBiiiiuiional 
qneatioo.  All  a^ee  that  expediency  forbids 
an  attempt  to  embrace  in  the  prorisioBs  oi  tbe 
bankrupt  taw  the  hutbandman,  the  planter,  and 
meehanie.  No  one  woald  deprecate  aach  an  at- 
tempt more  than  myiel£  It  woald  be  impracii- 
cable.  It  ia  not  suited  to  the  charaeter  of  those 
clataea  of  the  people.  Tbcy  most  cbaiw«  the 
whole  course  of  their  haluts  and  ataoaen^ibrc 
they  coold  bear  the  operation  of  sooh  a  afslem. 
To  them  il  would  be  lacxpressiUy  iaeoareniant 
and  oppreaeire.  But  Ihe  iaexpediatci  oC  l)^ 
cxiaDsion  10  them  oBers  ao  answer  to  ute  objec- 
tion to  Ibe  bill  ibai  il  ii  partial  in  applyiag  only 
to  merebaata.  It  is  of  the  csseDpe  of  that  objec- 
tion, that  the  hwcanoocbeto  framed  aa  to  avoid 
being  either  paiiisl  in  iia  otorisiooa  or  onireasirc 
in  iu  operation.  Either  of  theae  objecilona  otight 
to  be  fatal  and  conclaaive. 

As  to  the  alaase  which  exonerates  the  bankiapt 
from  his  debts,  there  is  the  less  reason  for  pre- 
,  sumiog  such  a  prevision  implied  io  the  terms  of 
the  ConstjiutiBD,  as  ihe  principle  has  not  been 
universal  in  bankrupt  laws.  These  laws  existed 
in  England  one  hundred  years  before  it  found  its 
way  into  ifaeiu,  and  unless  my  memory  deeeires 
mo  it  never  formed  a  pan  of  the  Fraoeh  law, 
until  since  ihc  ndopiion  of  the  federal  Coostitu- 
lioo.  This  body  is,  therefore,  I  presume,  untran- 
melled,  aa  to  (he  character  of  the  law  which  it 
shall  past,  and  tt  will  be  my  chid  iriqect  to  show 
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tbmi,  with  Ihii  hTodte  ptiDnple  n  Iba  bill,  it  it 
inezpadieflt  that  itihoald  beewna  k  I»w. 

It  ia  iUb  cUbm  «f  th«  bili,  Mr.  Churnntn, 
vbiek  I  Kfud  with  toott  hMtUiiv.  it  eoouins 
s  SafMnl  iBTkMOB  »i  piinte  ii|^'.  Ii  ■xpreu^ 
im]NUM  the  oUig«liaa  «f  eontraeU,  bf  BlMoltiDg 
m  msA  fram  ■  Mk  wkiek  ksKever  bu  diKhu^ 
ed.  La  (foinj*  ihia  w»«k  iatri^ag  an  of  the 
firal  gml  paacipla  of  oatiml  jmOm— a  prinei- 
pie  iounroTMi  witb  all  omt  mcnl  foeUi 
wbiob  IbriiM  indaed  aae  of  i4e  laost  nai 
tinotiaw  belwaea  s  republie  nd  a  deiiioij 
To  Aim  pfiaeipla  die  CoBrtitniian.  tao,  has  wt 
its  laaL  h  ia^ibita  ta  ihe  Stata*  the  powar 
pan  anr  law  impairiag  ika  obUgatioa  of  coa- 
iraeta ;"  uid  i^l  power  «hick  has  bean  ao  oere- 
tmtif  withheld  fnm  the  State  Mremgntiee  of 
this  MDredeflUjr,  ii  nonr  Mteoapted  to  be  eieieiied 
by  lu.    Can  w«  be  dupaaed  li^tUr  to  violate  ibu 

Seal  principle  of  joMieel  Can  wa  diarnaatd 
e  mwal  aaMiaxM  anil  tbe  taociioa  of  the  Cod- 
aaituti<n,  aiila»  a  gicM  and  laperieva  aeoeaettr 
Amanda  of  m*  ta  aet  1  J  will  not  atop  to  isqatie 
-whether  wehamcoOitiliuiaaBlljr  a  right  to  eaaet 
l*wt  iayaiiiag  aUigaiioaa,  an;  moie  than  the 
8tai«.  But  llua  I  will  reniure  to  auert,  that 
b«fare  WB  aacfaaoh  apoa  thii  forbidden  grannd, 
and  Tiolata  what  has  beat  hald  aaered  by  the 
CoBaiittttoD,  the  aeceaaily  maal  be  great  and  iai- 
paiiooa}  the  adnata^  mu«  be  eeitaia  and 
impoHant,  not  qMonlaim  and  iririal. 

We  are  leid,  indeed,  thst  the  debia  of  banfc- 
lupls  are  not  to  be  ezttogniihad,  nntees  a  majori- 
ry  of  orediicas,  ia  naaibcr  and  in  raise  lo  decide. 
not  the  iDvaaieB  of  piirate  right  ia  not  ten  con- 

-*= ai,  atnea  their  decision  will  not  only  ope- 

I  eziiBgaieh  their  owa  debia,  which  tbey 
hnn  a  right  to  relcaae,  hot  the  debts  of  diaseniiog 
cieditore,  orer  which  they  ooght  to  hire  no 
vmini. 

I^t  na  Ihen  diapaiuauidy  examine,  Hr. 
Chairaian,  whether  the  evile  eonplaiaed  of  are 
M  great,  and  the  beoefu  ntieipated  aa  eKten- 
atve,  aa  the  seahHia  adrocatea  of  the  bill  appear 
to  coatevpiata. 

Pethapathareiaaota  fairer  anode  of  decidina en 
the  c&eucf  a  lyMem,  than  to  refer  to  theopiaiou 
of  able  men,  who  bare  witaeaaed  tia  pradieal 
cpemlim.  I  reaoUect  to  hare  heard  within  a 
few  dari  pat  ona  of  the  moai  enlightaned  and 
diatinpitthed  aaaa  of  the  preaaM  ConpcM  (a 
member  of  the  Mher  Honae)  ataie  that,  in  eoa- 
venntian  with  Lad  Chaacallor  Eldon,  and  pti^ 
hapB,  alao,  with  tha  ihea  Chief  Jaitiee  of  the 
Einf*  Bench,  they  had  aelEBOwledged  that,  npon 
n  candid  review  ef  the  effeets  of  the  bankrupt 
■yalcm  in  Qtaat  Britain,  it  was  extiemely  pnA- 
l«natteal  whether  it  did  moat  harm  or  go«d.    If 


we  confide  in  theee  opinion*,  there  is  certainly 
DO  ancii  decliire  advaotagea  to  be  derived  from 
the  ayatem  u  to  induce  ua  to  overthrow  a  prin- 
crale  that  we  are  dispoaed  to  regard  as  aaered. 
Bat  we  hare  adll  further  erideace  aSbrdad,  at 
leui  ti  to  the  opinion  of  thia  nation,  on  the  aab. 
jcet  of  the  bmikrDpt  aratem,  by  tha  cendnet  of 
toe  Siaiee.     Pram  ITTft  to  1788  tbey  had  the  aole 


power  of  paaaing  bankrnpl  laws.  Since  that 
period  tbey  aeem  to  bire  eonceiretl  that  they  ' 
peaneaaeJ  pevren  on  the  subject ;  bat  only  two 
bare  ever  pused  a  law  exonetating  the  debtor 
from  his  dcMi  on  becoming  insolvent  and  eurreii- 
deruf  hia  property.  AndabaUwepay  nort^rd 
to  thM  stiwK  Indication  of  national  GieliAg  ob 
the  aubjeet  oAaokrtif  t  systeoa  1  In  all  Qovern' 
mania,  in  onr  own  MUlicalHrly,  we  Bboold  aoiv 
pnlooaly  attend  to  the  national  feeling  in  telation 
to  the  lava  that  are  lo  govern  the  nation.  We 
ahould  fit  the  coat  to  the  ahoalden  for  which  it 
ia  intended ;  if  we  do  not,  it  nay  obafe  and  frtl 
qa,  bat  never  will  be  of  aerviae. 

There  ia,  however,  a  yet  atrenger  indication  of 
national  stntimeni  on  the  subject  of  banlutipt 
laws,  «ad  ■  farlfaei  evidence  of  their  being  foqud 
iaeonvuieBi  and  pernieiQus  apon  eiperiment. 
In  the  year  1800  a  baDlmipI  bill  was  puaed,  and 
limited  to  a  period  of  fire  years.  Ia  the  year 
1803.a  motion  was  made  for  its  lepeaL  I  b^ 
^nilemen  lo  MfteM  on  the  state  «f  things  at  that 
time.  Pafties  were  then  in  conpleie  amy 
Bgainat  each  other.  This  had  been  one  of  the 
test  meaanrea  of  the  Federal  Administration. 
Nam,  since  tb«  commencement  of  this  Oovem- 
ment,  waa  more  to  here  been  expected  ftooi  the 
inftuence  ef  hostile  party  feelinp  upon  the  deci- 
aioa  of  the  legislalive  badr.  But,  on  thia  oeea- 
*ion,  thoae  who  were  in  ine  habit  of  daily  end 
aokoated  contention,  with  one  consent  suspended 
their  hoaiiliiiea,  and  turned  their  arms  against  this 
comnoa  enemy— the  banhrupl  system — which 
they  seeoi  to  have  looked  upon  as  aotae  hideous 
later.  '-Tbelioaaad  ibe  lamb"  laid  down 
.-  jtberj  theOriswolda  and  the  Daaas,  the  Ru- 
dolphs and  the  Matoaa,  of  that  day,  were  for 
oaee  fovod  in  conjunction.  They  were  not  sal* 
iafied  to  permit  ihaact  to  expire  by  its  own  limi- 
tatioB,  bnt  they  deiermiaed  to  stnke  it  from  the 
cad&  The  repeal  paescd  almost  by  acclamation  t 
WMtyHUBc  votes  being  in  favor,  and  only  thir- 
teen «piaat  it.  Hert^  ibeo,  I  conceive,  waa  an 
explieii  declaration  of  aalionaL  seniiment,  and  of 
the  opinion  ef  pnoiical  and  able  men,  on  an  «- 
periment,  of  the  eSMle  of  which  they  bad  them* 
sbItcs  been  the  witneaaea.  Will  gentlemea  be 
deaf  to  the  leaaons  of  esperiene^— the  opiaioos 
«f  those  who  saw  ,(be  operation  of  the  ayalem, 
and  the  ^Itin  indicatiou  of  public  sentiment  7 
The  convKtioM  of  the  nation  have  been  furihsf 
HUWifaaied  by  aubae^uent  events.  Fifieeu  vears 
hare  elapsed  ainee  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law— >yean  n«e  diaaatrooa  to  the  merchant  than 
any  former  period.  Within  that  time  they  hod 
to  eBcoanler  not  only  the  comqi<ni  risks  ofcom- 
ntarc^  bat  the  eztraordinarv  bazaids  of  an  irre- 
nlar  state  of  the  world.  Otdeia  in  Council, 
Berlin  nod  Milan  decrees,  embargo,  non-inter- 
cotirse,  and  leatrietioo,  leemed  to  baffle  their 
mercantilecalcnlaiioa.aad  to  threaten  them  with 
ruin.  Yet,  daring  all  tbu  period,  no  bsoltrupt 
law  boa  iiad  existence ;  and  now,  in  these  btfl- 
cyon  ins,  tbe  gentleman  ftoro  Pennsylvania  letla 
us  the  faireat  occasion  ia  offered  for  this  expert- 
■BoM;  BOW,  when  all  the  fair  risks  of  the  nut- 
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cbaDt  may  be  tarely  iimind  mgaioit,  and   the 
conmerciat  ■pccalator  alooe  is  to  daoget  of  rnio. 

Sir,  it  Hem*  lo  me  that  tbe  advoeaies  for  a  lya- 
tem  or  baokrapicf  are  mnled  by  two  very  eom- 
moD,  bat  very  errooeotn  prineiplei  of  action — 
a  wish  to  prereat  itiemla&le  evili,  and  a  desire  to 
eneimragt  ererything.  Nothing  can  be  more 
gronndteM  Iban  the  hope  that,  by  oar  legUlation, 
ve  can  prercDt  the  miiforionei  incident  to  oar 
uatare  and  our  pnrsaits.  Id  laktog  a  bvrden 
from  one  shoulder  it  falls  on  another,  and,  like 
bad  tinker*,  in  stoppias  one  bole  we  make  two. 
So,  too,  we  ma*l  encourage  every  thing:  the 
mannfaclurer  must  be  eneooraged  byduiiu;  tbe 
merehaai  mOKt  be  Btimulaled  lo  mercBDtite  enter- 
priw  by  sponging  his  debts  if  he  faib.  And  on 
whom  do  (heie  e  neon  rage  men  is  operate  U  a  bar- 
den?  On  tbe  farmer  and  the  planter.  They 
alone  ask  for  oothiag  bat  to  be  permitted  in  peace 
to  follow  their  plough,  and  to  make  a  li*eliboo<l 
by  their  hard  and  honest  labort.  On  them  falls 
the  harden  of  encouniging  maonfaccnres ;  and  on 
(hem.  too,  wilt  fall,  as  I  ezpeei  to  show,  no  litllo 
eril  from  this  bankrupt  sytiem. 

Sir,  it  hn*  been  said  that  yoa  mtisi  bold  ont 
some  safely  to  tbe  merehanl--«orae  auuranee  of 
protection,  or  be  will  not  ventnre;  a  stimalns  is 
wanting  to  excite  to  mereaotile  enierprise ;  wUh- 
oni'ti  ont  commerce  most  laognishj  aod  every 
clan  of  society  will  feel  the  pernicioas  efiect. 
Sir,  no  lacb  siimulas  is  wanting.  Can  gentle- 
men really  believe  ibat  the  commercial  enlerptiie 
of  this  country  wania  a  stimalns,  when  they  east 
their  eyes  to  ihe  events  of  the  last  twelve  years ; 
when  tney  see  the  merchants  fearleMly  running 
(be  gaunilec  through  tbe  Berlin  andHilan  de- 
crees and  British  Orders  in  CoanciL  eoriehing 
the  country,  as  we  have  been  told,  anil  of  coarse 
enriching  themselves?  That  suco  has  been  the 
general  resolt,  would  seem  fairly  inferrible  from 
a  fact,  which  I  have  beard  stated  on  good  author- 
ity, that  most  of  the  insarance  offices  hare  made 
large  profits  in  the  course  of  their  btHinets. 
There  would  leem,  therefore, 
belieeiog  any  stimulus  necessary  to  mereantjli 
se.    Lf •■ "^ 


KHerprise. 


however,  how  this  bank- 


aad  on  the  other  clams  of  the  communitv. 

As  to  tbe  merchants,  ai  gome  sensibility  has 
been  manifested  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land in  relation  to  their  character,  1  b^  leave, 
before  I  enter  upon  ibis  part  of  the  lubjeei.  to 
diaavow  any  dieposition  to  reflect  upon  tbem'  as 
B  class  Id  society.  My  daily  intereovrie  with 
that  gentleman,  and  with  another,  to  whose  pari' 
(y  and  honorable  feelings  it  gives  me  pleasure  la 
wy  the  tribute  of  my  reepect,  would  of  itself 
nave  forbidden  Ihe  indulgeDce  of  any  seoiimeDt 
of  prejodice  towards  thai  lespeeiible  body  of 
men.  Bni  after  all  they  are  but  men.  Tbere 
are  some  good  and  some  bad  Bmong  them  ;  and 
aniess  ii  can  be  shown  (end  I  am  sure  even  Ihe 
gentleman  from  Maryland  will  not  attempt  it,) 
thai  there  U  something  so  refiniag  and  ''~ ' 
In  mercantite  pariniia,  ss  to  cleanse  „„  „  ,_. 
Inapnrity  of  oar  aalurc— ualen  it  can  be  Aowd 


that  merebaate  are  not  conprehaiMfed  in  (be 
meaning  of  that  baok  which  tbe  giatlMn«B  ii  ao 
fond  of  quoting,  where  it  deelarca  to  a*  i^t  tke 
heart  of  man  u  prone  lo  aril  and  mau  Jtmpa- 
■lely  wicked,  I  mnn  be  permitted  to  BNMKlhat 
there  an  many  frauduUnt  paraoas  ntgand  in 
trade.  Sir,  I  speak  it  under  atithority— £c  an- 
thoriiy  of  the  adToeates  of  iha  bill.  They  idl 
as  that  this  law  is  made  for  the  creditor ;  lo  pn- 
reni  tbe  Bameroiu  and  infamona  fiwida  that  daily 
occar  nnder  the  insoivent  law^  Now,  as  tUs 
law  is  to  operate  only  oa  roercfauita,  it  is  maai- 
fesi  that  the  oniDcroiis  frauds  spoken  of  n«*^  at 
least  to  a  very  imporunt  extent,  be  fiaada  of  the 

ere  an  tile  community. 

Asanniog,  then,  that  there  is  not  lea*  di^on- 

>a  among  insofveot  menhasta  than  *BaoBg 
other  insolvents  to  commit  fraad^  let  na  aee 
what  will  be  the  opetatton  of  this  law  oa  (hi 
honest  and  on  the  diskonesL 

To  diseovar  the  eSiet  apan  th«  hoseet  ni«r-  ' 
chaatgCOiBpare  the  course Mthinn  aider  (he  in- 
solvent laws  of  the  country  with  tut  wVieb  most 
take  place  uader  Ibia  acL  At  veKnt  he  enjoys 
tbe  comnoD  rights  of  his  ft^low-cttixen*— (he 
common  law  of  the  land.  Bat  by  ibis  act  he 
finds  himself  stripped  of  these  {jrivilnea ;  be  u 
treated  like  a  cnlprit ;  his  home  it  btoiea  opea; 
even  his  wife  is,  vader  heavy  penalties,  compelled 
to  diseloae  those  eonfidenlial  oommnaieationt 
which  the  laws  of  our  land  eoasidar  u  sacred; 
and  he  finds  himself  branded  oa  the  forehead, 
and  elasMd  forever  with  a  set  of  mea  whe^  from 
the  fraads  too  frequently  praeiiaed  ander  ihetya- 
tem,  are  Looked  npon  with  snspicioa  and  distraat. 
He  willpostpone  as  long  as  posaible  these  dive 
evils.  For  what  Ishis  eompeDaatienl  A  eeiti-  ! 
Scale,  and  the  extinction  of  hk debts;  aaniiae-  ' 
lion  of  no  value  to  fma,  heeanse  he  will  have 
honor  eooogh  lo  pay  them,  should  fonojM  oaee 
more  smile  on  his  exertions.  QenilcBieB  have 
enlaced  upon  these  proTisioas  wiih  a  riew  to 
show  that  they  give  no  piivilega  to  iho  debtor. 
They  have  spol^o  of  the  harsh  ebaraoter  of  tttK 
law.  I  agree  with  them.  It  is  hone  me^ioiae  [ 
admit,  ft  confers  no  privilege  on  (he  faoaest 
mctchaot  I  achnowledfe;  on  him  ii  operate* 
only  as  an  oppresnoD. 

fiat  how  is  it  with  the  kaaicl  Uader  Ihe 
insolvent  laws,  whatever  property  he  Mqotrea, 
after  hisdischatge,  is  liable  to  hi*  debts,  U;theD, 
he  make*  a  fraudulent  conveyance  of  teal  eata(a^ 
or  fraudulent  traasfer  ot  personal  property,  whca- 
ever  he  takea  it  back,  it  is  again  liaUe ;  and  aa, 
by  leaving  ii  in  ihe  band*  of  aa  aceamptiee,  it 
may  be  endangered  b^  his  frauds  or  by  liability 
for  his  delHs,  a  sort  of  neeesaity  exists  for  again 
assumiog  the  ownership;  wbereby  it  beeoaaes 
subjected  to  the  debt*  he  had  contracted  before 
insolvency. 

CoBsider  his  siioalion  nnder  this  act.  Heeom- 
DMnees  business  (a*  1  Dadeniand  it  Aeqneittly 
the  ease)  almost  entirely  upon  borrowed  capital. 
He  perseveres  for  some  time  in  a  coarse  of  pane- 
tuality  and  industry ;  extends  faiseredit  to  a  laip 
amouBii  gradratUr  teentta  to  htomU  a  haad- 
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some  forlDBB  by  frandsleat  iiiT««im«DtB  and  de- 
posileB  with  conrtnitat  friends  ;  and  ihea  breekg 
and  (polices  his  d«bti>.  Now  fae  be^ios  lo  draw. 
bf  drgrns,  these  faada  again  into  bis  hands,  «Dd 
his  erowiDg  wcillh  is  ailribtiled  to  returaiitg 
gooif  fortuDe.  What  is  it  (o  a  man  of  ibis  char- 
acter, that  be  has  bMo  compelled  to  endure  the 
•flTcriiies  of  this  act,  when,  at  ibe  close  of  (he 
iransaetioD,  be  po«k«ta  one  boodred  Ihoasand 
dollars,  aod  lives  at  his  ease  ihe  balance  of  his 
days  7  Sir.  I  cannot  resist  the  conTiclion,  that 
tbis  aet-is  harsh  aad  opprrssire  to  the  aprigbt, 
and  holds  oat  lemptBtiocs  to  the  knare,  of  which 
he  will  not  fail  to  avail  himself.  It  is  a  cODVic- 
tioD,  neither  prejndieed  nor  visio nary.  The  sober 
writiDgs  of  the  jnrist,  and  the  pen  of  the  satirist, 
alike  bear  testimony  to  Ihe  innumerable  frauds  of 
baakrupts  trader  this  srstem.    The  laws  them- 


selres  aitnt  them.    Why  are  thej  marked 
sneh  sererity  1    1  speak,  sir,  of  the  bloody  code 
t    of  Ihe  British  bankrupt  law.    It  has  been  prop- 


e  bloody  code 
as  been  prop- 
erly referred  to  on  tbisoccasion.  Qenttemen  tell 
asweshonld  yield  lo  Ibe  eiperienceof  that  Dation 
in  rrlation  10  ibe  necessity  of  the  system.  Why 
not  be  governed  by  their  experience  with  respect 
to  the  jranislunents  essential  lo  ila  sapport  1  And 
what  M  that  system  1  If  the  bankrupt  conceals 
kia  eflaets,  hang  him  t  If  he  makes  a  false  dis- 
eloBitre,  hasg  him  I  If  he  makes  fraudnlent  eon- 
▼eyaoees,  hang  him  I  And  thus,  tbrooghoni  the 
code,  the  franoa  which  a  century  has  been  grad- 
aally  developing,  have  been  attempted  to  be  re- 
attained  by  severe,  yet,  perhaps.  ODavoidableptin- 
ishments.  Tes,Eir,  forif  wehaveaiysiem  wnicb 
bolda  otit  sach  temptations  to  fiaad,  the  pnnish- 
menta  must  be  severe.  Yon  have  endeavored  to 
avoid  this  evil.  The  puniahmenls  in  the  bill  are 
moderate  indeed]  but  yon  atteoipttobind  Samson 
with  a  packthread.  What,  to  a  man  of  despe-' 
rate  eharacier,  will  be  the  ^unishmeat  of  a  year's 
imprisooment,  compared  with  the  enjormentof 
aa  ample  forinne,  with  the  power  of  ranning 
away  from  his  character  to  some  remote  part  <^ 
this  extensive  continent?    Notbiagt 

Sir,  it  has  been  said,  by  the  gentletnan  who 
lomdaced  ibis  subject  to  the  Committee,  that 
a  bankrupt  law  operated  as  an  insurance,  pto- 
teeling  the  anfortnnaie  debtor,  in  some  measure, 
tttna  the  coimqiMnces  of  his  hmes,  It  is  trne, 
air ;  it  Is  an  insurance,  but  wilhoot  aay  of  the 
ordioary  principles  of  Ibe  association,  It  is  com' 
ptthory,  uneqnal  and  unjost,  not  voluntary,  equi- 
table and  hir.  It  isan  insnrance  neither  accord' 
iag  to  our  interests  or  oar  capacities,  bnt  govern' 
ed  by  the  arbitrarydominion  of  chance.  Let  me 
aappese  a  ease.  With  a  capital  of  ten  thousand 
doilars,  I  become  Ibe  creditor  of  a  brother  mer' 
chant  to  the  amount  of  half  that  sum ;  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Maryland,  worth  Ave  btindred  thou- 
sand, is  a  creditor  to  a  like  amonnt ;  our  debtoi 
ftils,  and  1  am  practically  his  insurer  lo  Iha  value 
of  half  my  forinne,  whilst  the  ^ntleman  from 
Maryland  scarcely  feds  tbis  insigniSeant  dednc- 
tloo  from  the  ampe  profits  of  his  trade.  Where 
i*  the  justice  or  pwie;  of  an  insurance  upon  such 
prlnelplea?      If    there     --  -   ■  


against  ibe  losses  of  trade,  whether  proceeding 
from  mUforlune  or  imprndence,  let  it  rather  be 
established  on  principles  like  those  which  my' 
learned  colleague  has  spoken  of  as  once  having 
bad  existence.  Let  it  embrace  the  whole  body 
of  the  msrcbants,  end  let  the  burden  fall  on  every 
sfaonlder  according  to  its  ability  to  bear  it. 

Let  ns  now  see,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  will  be 
the  probable  effects  of  tbis  system  opon  the  rest 
of  the  eommuDity.  To  my  Oiind  it  will  operate 
indirectly  as  a  burden  upon  ihem.  Br  this  act, 
if  a  merchant  owes  a  farmer,  the  iosolrency  of 
Ibe  merchant,  and  the  certincaie  of  his  brother 

ircbants,  extinguishes  the  debt ;  bat  if  the  far- 
mer owes  ihe  merchant,  ihe  farmer's  insolveney 
does  not  exiingnish  the  debt.  This  it  unequal 
and  uBJnst,  and  must  operate  as  a  burden  upon 
the  husbandman.  Consider  them  in  classesj 
every  day  eitinguisbing  some  debt  from  Ihe 
mercantile  class  to  the  farming  class;  but  no 
debt  from  the  farming  class  to  the  mercantile 
class  can  ever  be  extingnished.  Does  it  requite 
any  reasoning  to  show  that,  by  this  operation, 
the  merchant  must,  upon  Ibe  whole,  be  Ihe  gaia- 
7  And  is  not  this  act  thus  indirectly  a  tax 
upon  the  farmer  for  the  benefit  of  the  merchant  1 

Let  OS  suppose  (to  bring  the  matter  home  to 
onr  a&airs)  that  I  nave  in  deposite,  with  a  ma- 
chant  of  Alexandria,  a  thousand  barrels  of  flour, 
which  he  sells  without  myaDthorily,aad  becomes 
my  debtor  for  its  amoatit.  He  becomes  bankrupt 
procures  a  certificate,  and  is  exonerated  from  my 
demand.  On  the  other  hand,I  owe  loa  merchant 
of  the  same  place  a  like  sum :  I  calculated  on 
paying  it  with  the  fnnd  I  had  accumulated,  and 


which  my  unprincipled  debtor  had  wasted.    De- 

C rived  or  the  means  of  payment,  I,  in  my  mm, 
ecome  insolvent ;  but'  my  debt  is  not  annulled ; 
to  hang  apon  mf  exertions  during  the  bal- 
ance of  my  days,  while  my  debtor  is  absolved, 
and  may  be  rioting  in  newly  acquired  or  fraudo- 
lently  retained  wealth.  I  ask  gentlemen  whn 
represent  agricnlinral  districts,  what  reply  they 
wonid  be  prepared  lo  give  lo  one  of  their  honest, 
plain-dealing  con sti I aents,  placed  in  such  a  situ- 
ation, who  should  make  a  forcible  ai)paal  to  bin 
on  the  injustice  and  inequality  of  this  system  of 
bankruptcy  1  For  my  ownparLiknowofnone. 
I  should  consider  myself  as  defenceless,  though 
armed  with  all  the  arguments  which  this  able 
debate  has  developed. 

But  we  are  tola,  sir,  of  tbe  ionamerable  evils 
that  follow  in  the  Irain  of  the  insolvent  laws  of 
the  States,  and  that  these  evils  will  be  remedied 
by  Ihe  passage  of  a  bankrupt  bill.  The  first  of 
these  it  the  want  of  uniformity,  and  tbe  ^ntle- 
man  from  klassaebusBtts,  (Mr.  MiLU,)  with  the' 
good  teaae  which  disdnnishea  whaierer  falls 
from  Mm  In  debate,  has  dilated  npon  the  evils  of 
oaeaftaiatyaid  waiti  of  nnifiMnnity  in  commeN 
eial  eaneafBa,  and  kaa  explained  the  unequal  op- 
eration of  the  Insotveat  laws.  Bnt  this  want  of 
unifbrmity  (which,  bv  the  way:  if  I  am  not  mia- 
intbrmed,  exists  even  netween  Bngland  and  Scot- 
land, the  bankrupt  laws  of  the  former  having  no 
opeiatioa  in  the  latter)  wiU  not,  cannot  be  i»e- 
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TCDted  br  the  punge  of  tkii  bill.  It  is  not  dod- 
templiled  to  repeal  the  instJTent  Uws— there  is 
kD  ezpresa  proTisioQ  in  the  bill  decliriog  that  tbey 
■JibII  not  be  repeated,  except  lo  hr  «■  reUies  to 
tliDge  who  beoorae  bBokrupt^  uader  [bit  nsw 
•ebeme  of  Ibiogt.  They  are  tben  to  be  repealed 
only  u  to  tbe  mercbanls,  and  left  in  full  operaiioa 
u  to  all  other  classes  of  the  community.  Ii  this 
nniformiir  1  Tbe  evila  of  the  tnwlreni  iystem, 
which  have  been  most  zealously  portrajred  by 
CTery  gentkman  vho  baa  spokeD,  are  to  be  re- 
BoTcd  only  from  the  mereantiiecommsniiy.uid 
the  farmer  and  raeobanic  and  country  nercnant 
are  still  to  groan  itnder  these  eTil*.  Evei^  ex- 
ertion on  the  part  of  the  .friends  of  tbe  biil  to 
prove  Ibe  ills  of  ihe  present  system  only  serves 
more  stroQEly  to  &x  upon  their  project  the  charge 
of  inequality  and  partiality. 

If  it  be  true,  as  must  be  admitted,  that  tbe  in- 
solvent laws  are  a  grievance  and  require  to  be 
aaairoilated  to  each  other,  it  would  behoove  us 
nilher  to  devise  an  insolvent  systen  which  might 
redress  existing  abuses,  withoot  aliemptiag  to 
introduce  the  principle  which  exonerates  tbe 
bankrupt  frtHu  his  debt,  b  it  essential  to  the 
ooitectton  of  the  insolvent  system ;  is  ti  essential 
to  its  uQiformity,  to  insist  on  this  obnoxious  prb- 
ciple?  Is  it  not  becier  to  make  tbe  ejtpcriment 
witbnat  it,  as  was  done  in  Qreat  Biiuin  for  one 
hanih'ed  years,  before  it  found  a  place  in  their 
bankrupt  code  ^ 

But  the  partial  repeal  of  the  inaolvent  iystem 
of  the  Stales,  and  tbe  partial  openiion  of  the 
bankrupt  laws,  will  moreove*  have  an  oppressive 
xad  isjnrious  effect  »pon  certain  elatsea  of  the 
community.  I  speak  now  particuUrly  of  the 
country  merchant ;  his  creditor*  in  tbe  seaport 
towns  are  armed  with  ihia  powerful  engine  for 
the  collection  of  their  debts.  This  system,  which 
has  deservedly  been  portrayed  as  so  harsh  and 
unrelenting,  is  put  into  operation  against  him 
with  all  its  severities.  He  on  his  part  has  his 
debtors.  Who  are  they  1  The  farmers,  planters, 
and  mechanics;  men  against  whom  he  cannot 
use  this  efficacious  weapon;  men  who  are  not 
within  the  bankrupt  law,  and  (o  whom  this  de- 
cried iDsoIreDt  sysieta  of  the  Slates  will  stiU  con- 
tinue to  apply.  Thus,  while  the  bankrupt  law 
is  used  as  an  instrument  against  him,  it  cannot 
be  tnade  use  of  in  his  favor.  Ue  is  crushed  by 
its  power,  while  (if  the  repreeentalions  of  gen- 
tlemen are  correct)  his  debtors  will  elude  ^is 
grasp  bv  the  delusions  «f  the  insoLvent  system.* 

Aaolner  evil  which  lias  been  toached  upon  by 
the  gentleaaan  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hor- 
XiHBon,)  is  the  supposed  disposition  of  debion, 


•  TbiaiMB, 

wh«BWei«deetthat,bjthabankni^law,„  .. 

tbe  <««uti7inenliaBl(M>d  laoatAf  <faaa  poiMM  MWM 
real  pr^ar^}  mOl  h»  Miaed  bj  the  iiniiisiiiiiiiiisii  far 
Us  debts  to  the  Bswchaate  ef  tb«  aiapoTt^  while  in 
■ome  Stales  the  lands  of  his  conntn  TTt^m— '  im  ^ 
liable  lo  him  except  in  a  moAs  which  baus  no  c«a- 
Mrisoo  with  the  poupt  meanrea  of  the  bankmjpt 


under  the  preaeot  inaolretit  Uwa,  M  jwj  the  for- 
eign creditor  in  preference  to  the  home  ereditoi; 
an  evil  whioh  he  supposes  wfll  be  remedied  by 
this  bill.  The  gentleman  admits  I  do  not  nis- 
conceive  him.  To  my  mind,  sir,  this  Idea  is  a 
delusion;  probabilities  are  joat  the  leverse  of 
what  he  has  supposed.  Let  ua  exsmiBa  tkc  ud»- 
ject  a  little  nearer. 

Under  the  insolvent  law  the  insolrcnt  debtor 
knows  that  all  the  prooerty  he  tcf  aim  a/tet  the 
oath  of  insolvency  u  liable  for  hia  debts;  it  is 
then  his  interest  to  pay  off  those  ianadiaieli 
■roond  him,  because  they  are  ineeasaBt  ^Met 
upon  his  conduct  and  hia  affairs  ;  if  ibey  we  not 
paid  oS,  he  may  expect  to  be  pressed  by  ihem 
whenever  his  circumstances  improve;  eveiy  dJot 
lar  be  acquires  they  have  their  eyes  upon.  Bat 
the  foreign  creditor,  ooce  baffled  by  an  insolvent 
oath,  is  not  apt  to  be  %a  troableaoma  ;  the  debtor 
does  not  Sad  it  therefore  necessary  to  pay  bint 
as  soon  as  those  who,  Crom  their  prociasiiy.  ar« 
more  likely  to  press  their  jnsi  and  wnMliifiTfl  da- 
minds.  This,  sir,  is  net  mete  spacaktioa^  in- 
stances have  fallen  under  mj  own  obaavatioa 
that  satisfy  me  that  the  usual  coarse  of  thtags  ia 
such  ••  I  have  represented. 

Such,  sir,  ate  my  objcctioBs  to  this  ^stern  of 
bankruptcy :  objections  cbiefiy  gtowiag  am  of 
that  clause  which  exonerates  the  bankrupt  fro^ 
his  debts.  With  every  diipositioit  to  yield  to  iha 
mercantile  commuitity  an  accommodation  whicb 
they  solicit,  I  cannot  consent  to  the  syatem  ao 
Long  as  it  contains  this  feature;  and  th*  paasa« 
of  any  bankrupt  bill,  without  it  appaon  eniir^y- 
hopeless.  I  will  conclude  by  expsesaing  tbe  bop* 
that  this  body  will  not  give  iu  aanction  tn  a  law 
that  oppresses  the  honorable  dealei,  wUW  it  b- 
eilitates  the  iniquitous  scbemea  of  the  disboBaai; 
a  law  that  infringes  private  rights,  impain  pri* 
vate  contracts,  breaks  down  the  great  aafcgnards 
of  the  law,  sets  up  new  trikonals  unkaown  to  ib« 
Constitution,  with  powers  the  most  arbitrary  and 
oBpressire,  and  leads  by  its  great  I'lpftioBi  la 
the  commission  of  innaanenibU  frauds. 

Mr.  Stobkb,  of  New  York,  said,  after  tbe  able 
exposition  which  has  been  made  to  this  Conuoair- 
tee  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  ma  in  tbii 
debate,  not  only  of  tbe  particular  details  of  ibis 
bill,  but  of  the  general  policy  and  neceaaitj  of 
adopting  ibis  measure,  I  can  scarcely  .bopeuae- 
quiie  their  patient  alteniieD.  Indeed,  sir,  Ishoald 
not  have  occupied  any  of  their  time  did  I  nat 
believe  that,  as  well  the  peculiar  state  of  oar 
commetcial  interest  as  tbe  particular  provision 
of  this  bill,  have  by  sooie  of  the  sentlamoa  who 
have  warmly  oppued  it,  been  greatly  miianwa- 
bended.  Tbe  only  question  which  is  fairly  pre- 
sented by  the  motion  of  tbe  honorable  firaileinan 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tylbu,)  to  atiike  out  the 
Brst  section  at  tie  bill,  is  the  expediency  of  l^'s- 
latjng  at  all  on  the  subject.  The  dataiis  of  iba 
bill  may  be  Iteteafler  so  modified  or  inproTed  aa 
to  make  it  acceptable  to  alL  I  heard  mtb  <aucb 
regtet  and  anxiety  tbe  remarks  of  tbe  bottorabla 
gentleman  who  inade  this  motion,  aad  bis  col- 
leagne,  (Mr.  Fimmix,)  for  tbe  course  of  tbeir  u- 
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„ >  b»Y»  muved  it*  i«^ 

eitiwi  fn«i  atNWg  mid  alunilg  jotooty  of  die 
mercaUilQ  iaUMat  of  the  Mtwn,  or  tkom  fmn 
ihm  ihis  [aeMi»»c<»r«ri!cd  mmm  peeoUu  pciri- 
legu  M)  oiM  wnioD  of  ikt  ciwuaaaitr,  w  ib( 
toetaMOB  of  lAt  nml  It  u  at  k11  tintM  an  b»< 
gnwioiiB  tacJc  to  d»w  iD*idi0i)i  diaiiMitOM  bft- 
iweaa  tli«  mariis  of  putJBDlai  eJusM  «f  MttnM } 
KOT  sbwid  1  *Mk  to  rape!  tka  iniiMiaiiow  whioh 
luTo  baan  tkiovn  oit  is  the dakaia a^unBtUta 
mcraaiMilia  dtanattr  of  tb»  nation,  4ad  not  my 
owB  obMrnitoB  coBiijwe4  na  of  tba  iffljoatiaa 
of  Ikoaa  inapoiatioB*.  Tkey  bave  bo  inicMai 
diatinot  from  iha  ra«t  of  tti«  oommwirt  and 
whatever  ttoetfinaa  are  eaievlstcd  to  arny  in 
boatiU^  ^fkiuu  aaeh  other  the  difltrant  <laN«i 
of  ow  Bmaaal  iatereali^  dawrra  no  Mjietion  «r 
eitC9HngaiDMit  in  tbia  jdnce.  Though  Hotk* 
mcB  my  item  them  barmlaae  haia^  tfia  aflaot  of 
thair  adoptjon  will  ba  fait  and  deplored  elaawhara. 
With  whaiaver  siaeaTtijr  it  aeay  be  preved  in  tha 
warmth  of  debate,  and  howerei  benoraMa  tha 
f^UsgX  of  datjr  wnieh  prompi  it,  pat,  next  fai  dl> 
raot  and  apaa  atlrwyu  at  disunion,  ao  daetrina 
can  ba  nnfcd,  whian,  in  tu  eonaaqveDeai,  will 
ffon  note  peroiciona  to  ooi  penoa  and  proepa- 
lit^i  than  ihM  whieh  taanhae  the  afnealtaruti 
of  Iha  nalioa  that  their  iatoratt  rcqniica  iha  4» 
eooragatuat  af  eomnereiel  mea.  The  hidarf 
of  oar  •aoMrj  ■■  liitb  aba  ihaa  tha  biatorr  of  anr 
eonainefafl.  Meat  of  the  gcDeml  powan  vaaiad 
in  CuBfraaa  fay  tha  Oonadtiiliaa  are  adapted  tola- 
ly  to  a  aoBiBMrekl  paople.  Froaa  what  alata  o£ 
•or  ailnana  hara  wa  detiTad  in  a  sraai  tacnaaM 
that  cbaraatcriatic  of  national  enunririM  which 
hwhly  diatinsiiiabaa  aa  abora  all  Mber  nnli^i% 
BM  of  which  wa  aa  Hraeh  aad  lo  jutlf  faeaai  i 
For  what  but  Aa  aafeif  of  onr  "  abtpa  and  rea> 
aab"  ware  onr  porta  leaked  ap  lor  rear*  bj  an 
ambaiyal  For  thepaaaarvaiicai  of  what "  a*aan> 
tial  aaareea  of  wealth  and  atrangth"  waa  tha  ra- 
atrictiTe  sptem  adopted  and  eaAiicadl-  Vortlw 
aeanutr  aad  protaciioo  of  what  iatanrta  woa 
wltiana  of  (reataara  exhanMad,  thomanda  of  lima 
■aorfAoed,  anr  frontiaia  and  autiiMie  (owaa  dta^ 
hUad  tbrMwh  a  SeMsa  ami  rhidieiira  conteat  of 
unaa  t  Wian,  before  this  debate,  mn  tha  liraa 
whan  ganilimai  Ibongbt  onr  aauBea  waaa  aati- 
iled  to  no  protaetioa  agaioN  the  violaat  poliejr  of 
other  natlaas?  That  aor  honor  reqniredno  ear- 
arcioD  of  tha  naticnri  Btangib  for  tba  aaenrinrof 
on  marchanta  agaiut  tha  tapaeioiu  eiieea  of  Etf- 
tmeaa  poMMMM?  Fer  what  doaa  om  of  oor 
nUant  flaet  aran  aow  awoep  aloar  the  aboraa  •! 
Afiriea,  dfapkying  oai  "  ■u»«paoaed  banner"  la 
theMooaiA  inflJela  of  Barbaryl  It-is,  air,  to 
teach  tbem  the  iaatraciire  letton  that  oar  earn- 
nureial  procpraitrand  Monritr  ii  identified  with 
om  DBBooal  hoaer.  What,  then,  abeatd  have 
prodaeed  at  thia  day  thia  atraage  nvolniion  of 
doctrine?  laODreommeieeiaaTeaectircor  moro 
Moaeeial  man  snSer  under 
which  ihonM  taeonnneod 
them  to  tha  favonblc  nelice.  lo  tha  juelicc,  aad, 
if  gaatlaiBen  ptaaae,  to  tha  khidaeae  of  the  a^ 
tioaal  oonnailnS    la  not  the  prtaaraaaioo  at  ia«t- 


eantila  tnUt  the  haaJa  on  whieh  all  eoeaincnul 
faiibandproaperitriafonndedl  Foe  in  rariew- 
iof  Iha  effecu  which  the  enabargo,  the  iMtiiciiir 
evaiaa,  tha  war,  say,  anr  kte  eonrenlioo  wilfa 
Qraat  Britain  ptodueed,  and  whieb  ^i  op«Mr 
on  the  i^rtcalttiral  proaperiir  of  the  soautty,  thv 
mott  earaoir  obaerTation  mnat  hare  deeply  ub< 
ptaaaad  on  the  pnUic  miad  at  laaat  one  imponaac 
irath,  that  in  ute  tame  proportion  that  out  eora- 
merca  bu  been  depreatad  and  embaimsed,  >■ 
the  aame  depee  baa  tba  tide  of  rnia  been  prcMcj 
hack  to  the  ytimny  aottrea  of  onr  wealth,  tho 
agrieuliaral  mdtwttr  of  tba  natioD.  We  Mva 
nM  Tcl  recovered  faom  the  exinardioarr  Male  of 
thiags  whieh  has  existecKn  the  woild  for  thelaat 
tan  reare.  It  eannot  be  denied  that  the  poUar 
whieb  onr  QoTamiMtit  deamed  it  ptopar  to  p'- 

le  has  biTgelv.  ibaa^  ineidentaK 

>  prodnee 


whieh  reqaiie  ihe  MaeMiir  of  bow  adopting 
aoine  genenl  aj^atem  of  liberation  to  the  unfar- 
tuoaie,  and  providing  hereaner  for  the  better  aa> 
BOiitv  of  CTMttai*.  Oar  niarchanto  might,  lher»> 
fere,  fairly  eapaet  tbat  we  ahoold  mnm  raadily 
liaian  to  th«r  eomplaiwa  and  more  cheerffalty 
corraet  tba  aviU  nnw  whieh  they  aiiAbr. 

The  hoaerabla  gaaibman  from  Vtiginia  (Mr. 
Tinwh)  hat  iM  U,  that  the  Bgneatlariat  forne 
tha  only  elaaa  in  the  natioa  whiea  nnvr  petitlona 
te  anp^ort  or  favor  from  the  Goaaral  GkMvm- 
ment;  ihat,  while  ear  taUaa  are  loaded  dome 
with  meaiofials  from  merehanis  aad  matuiAw- 
tniatat  the  famwr  never  aaka  the  nuional  arm  to 
be  extended  for  bia  peeiriiar  raliril  Tbia  teoMi^ 
emanatiag  from  that  aaetira  of  die  cotuMry  ra^ 
leaanied  by  the  boooraUe  gandemaa,  indaai, 
nrptlaad  me.  For.  in  our  Conatitotioa  itaelC  Om 
pTMBCtion  of  one  oi  the  aaoet  axtanaive  aiplcni- 
•«al  iatateiti  of  the  aaiioa  fa  diBland  ia  aoma 
of  iiB  moat  proainanl  aad  Manarxabla  fliniiii. 
The  provinon  for  the  ra^letivery  ef  fafbima 
Gram  the  aatviee  of  thor  maaiara,  aad  the  pnli^ 


taitioB*  whish  it  impaaea  aa  the  Btatei,  oa  a  pohtt 

connacled  with  paraonal  liborty,  — "- '- 

able  aaanrity  o£  om  apeaiaa  of  { 


aMBiaa 

lUaioi 


prapariy  (sialiBW 
_  ni,  inilifrtamhin  to  iia  proteetioa.  Bnt  n 
bar  dnya  have  ^aasad  ainca  the  Honaa  waa  en* 
gaged  <»  tba  bill,  now  Mit  to  tha  Beoata^  ooj^ 
aaraing  fngitivei  from  acrvioa,  repotted  by  thn 
aoUaagae  it  the  hMwnble  gaatteman.  It  waa, 
oa  that  oeohaiOB,  aaged  thai,  in  the  &ir  and  lib* 
aral  diecharga  ef  our  4uy,  we  were  ee^aired  to 
giva^  ^  every  lagialaiiva  mama  wichia  onr  now* 
ar,  eoopteta  etteaoy  lo  lUa  provivon  ef  tha  Oa» 
ibtatioat  thstitwaa JnaUyaxpaeied  by  thaalavo- 
bddmg  Staias  tbatCongm*  shaald  iaierpoae  iia 
aatbofUy,  and  proteat  the  agriwihiiwl  tntaaeata  of 
ibo  South  in  tba  aiqoyaaant  of  diat  apadae  of 
pt«#ai«y  whieh  wat  tbua  raaogotaod  and  whaoh 
the  national  i^iih  waa  pledged  to  pieaerve.  Tbn 
appeal  waa  not  made  in  vain.  Tho  libemjity 
maaifeaied  on  that  bill  by  gentlomen  repretenw 
iag  eommereiai  Stataa,  waa  anehaa  claimed  aona 
■ympathy  and  lee^^romty  of  feoliag  for  their  own 
iaWNtla  aad  aaAnafi.  It  waajnally  hoped  that 
they  would  have  foaad  eqoal  liberality  of  aaati* 
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mnt  from  gvntlemen  tnorenelaairelf  represetit- 
ing  th«  ssTteultoral  iotcregt  of  lb«  SoDlb.  I 
would  fiiTiher  isk  tba  ■llention  of  (he  CommtUee 
to  BDolber  part  ot  ihe  CoDslitution ;  the  rDt« 
which  fiiM  tbe  ratio  of  reprewnution  in  thii 
body.  Can  genilemen  diseorn  notbitig  hero 
whicb  WW  dMigtied  lo  confer  pecDliar,  and  toeh 
!■  tikecondiijonormatiy  of  the  Sutet  that  I  might 
add  exclaiive,  privilege*  on  tbe  agrieultanl  ioler- 
Mt  of  panicQlar  seciioni  of  the  Union  1  Tbe 
hiitory  of  our  Conslitulion  deelarei  ihe  canaea 
which  prodaond  tbete  coDcemoBa  of  power.  I 
wUl  not  lay  tbe^  were  esiorted,  but  iney  were 
f  ieldM)  ai  a  sacrifica  lo  th«  Union,  to  the  foiure 


priTi  leges 
id  their  ef- 


yie 

Mrraony  and  uroaperitf  of  the  cooDiry.  The 
eouideratiMt  ibat  these  diatinguiBt  ' 
bmre  be«i  Dninlernipledtr  enjoyed, 
feci  on  Ihe  interest  of  the  Boutbern  Buies  deeply 
£|U  and  realized,  Bhonld  have  allayed  ihe  excite- 
neot  of  ihoae  jealooiiea  which  can  only  be  per- 
nicious  lo  the  general  welfare.  It  was  also  fore- 
aecn  by  ihe  framen  of  our  OovernineDt,  that  ibe 
lime  would  arrive  when  other  intereata  would 
require  Ibe  estahliabmeni  of  a  uniform  eyatem  of 
bankmplcy.  All  commercial  aaiioos  bad  expe- 
rienced the  neceasily  of  adopting  Eome  regula* 
liooa  on  that  aubjeci.  Much  as  even  tbe  late 
Bmperor  of  France  affected  lo  detpise  Ibe  mer> 
motile  character  of  the  British  naiioo,  yet  he  in- 
eorporaied  into  the  commercial  code  a  complete 
syatem  of  bankruptcy.  Atihoagfa  the  foreiga 
eommerce  of  France  was  annihilated,  it  was 
found  iodiapeoaable  to  ibe  preaetration  of  all 
inereaiitile  ctedit,  and  the  securitv  of  her  inler- 
■al  trade,  that  aoine  system  should  beeslaUiabed; 
and  it  is  not  a  jnst  tribute  to  this  part  of  tbe  code, 
when  laaylhat,  in  my  jndgi 
perfect  in  its  general  prorisioos, 

creditors,  anif  more  humane  lo' 

ors,  and  belter  eakulaled  for  ibe  snpprestioB  of 
fhrad  and  the  eoeoarftgemeni  of  integrity,  than 
Ksy  other  which  has  eome  under  my  oBierfatioD. 
Ha  one  will  aaqieei  that  ibis  system  was  ioiro- 
daced  from  any  predilcc lions  which  were  enter- 
Utined  by  tbia  potentate  for  mercaatile  professions. 
J  do  not  agree  with  gentlemen,  that  the  exercue 
of  this  power  ahoola  longer  continue  to  be  in- 
ttusted  to  Slate  regulation.  In  tbis  country,  it 
would  have  been  anwiae,  for  causes  which  now 
Mist,  to  conSde  these  ayatems  to  Ihe  discretion 
of  the  State  Legialacnre*.  Oar  dear-bought  ez- 
perieaoe  haa  already  proved  Ibe  wisdom  and  ne- 
eeeaiiy  of  vesting  this  power  in  the  Qeneral  Qov- 
emmeBt.  It  is  a  power  exalusively  vetted  in 
OongrecB.  for  no  system  oould  be  uniform  or  use* 
fnl,  whiofa  depended,  for  its  permaneDcy  oi  char- 
aelcr,  upon  the  territorial  jurisdiction < or  caprice 
of  twenty  different  State  l^iUlures.  It  was 
firomthe  view  of  evils  (^ this  nature,  and  arising 
from  (heaesoorcts,  thai  the  first  propositioni  were 
adopted  under  the  Coafeideration  which  led  to 
the  formation  of  our  present  Consiiintion.  The 
ieat  resolution  introdueed  into  the  Old  Congress, 
wilh  a  view  to  the  better  organization  of  the 
Qoveramenl,  was,  by  Mr.  Witheispooa,  of  New 
jeaey,  on  tbe  3d  day  of  July,  1781,  and  is  ia 


these  words:  "that  it  ii 


indispenaahf^  neeenari 


tbat  the  United  Stales,  in  Conrren'aaBeiDUed, 
should  be  vested  with  a  right  of  superinMading 
the  commercial  re«nlailons  c^  every  State,  ijial 
none  may  take  place  tbat  shall  be  panial  or 
'  contrary  lo  tbe  common  interest."  It  is  ttue,  as 
the  honorable  ^eoilenian  from  Virginia  bassu4, 
tbat  nothing  imfKrative  fn  the  Constitution  re- 
quiree  aa  to  exerciae  this  power  at  any  lime.  It 
was,  however,  like  manv  other  powers,  intruttcii 
to  the  iaiepity,  as  well  as  the  wisdom  of  Coa- 
gresT;  and  it  was  presumed  tbat  when  evils  like 
those  under  wbicn  commercial  men  now  aSer 
should  apring  up  among  them  and  reader  the 
interposition  of  CoMgresa  neceaaary,  that  a  sense 
of  daty  to  the  nation  would  alone  prompt  the 
application  of  the  proper  Conatitutional  remedy. 
Before  particularly  notieiiig  tbe  Bret  saeiion  of 
this  bill,  I  wonld  ask  the  atleniion  of  the  Com- 
miilee  to  the  nature  of  some  of  those  evils  under 
which  creditors  thmoghoni  tbe  nation  hare 
lai^ely  suffered.  A  creditor  of  tbe  Boatheva 
Slates,  on  pursuing  his  Northem  debtor,  ftads  in 
Haseachusetia  tbat  an  allacbment  has  disposaes- 
sed  him  of  bis  whole  estate  for  tbe  benefit  of  some 
other  individual  creditor  more  vigilant,  in  New 
York,  a  judgment  voluntarily  confeaaed  and  per- 
fected, has  acqaired  preference  on  bis  real  estate, 
to  the  exclosiun  of  all  others,  or  an  insolvent  aei, 
of  which  be  bad  never  beard,  has  discharged  him 
from  ail  responsibility.  In  Virginia  bis  landed 
estate  is  for  all  useful  remedial  purposes  exempt 
from  charges  for  the  payment  of  his  debts.  Theje 
partial,  and,  in  many  cases,  najasl,  miiniaipai 
regulations  will  be  prostnted,  aad  tbe  creditor 
may  rest  ia  securitvthat  bis  inieresu  will  every- 
whwe  find  impartial  protection  in  tbe  appUcation 
of  Ihe  remedy  which  this  bill  provides.  It  is 
worthy  tbe  consideration  of  gentlemen  from  the 
South  to  consider  the  eonrse  of  trade  between 
them  and  the  Noribern  States,  nubile  they  re- 
main ^most  exclusively  agricultural,  and  (he 
North  coniinnes  commercial^  the  natural  coDse- 
qtiences  of  their  iniercoorse  is  the  sccnmalaiica 
of  extensive  balances  in  favor  of  the  Sootheta 
Stales.  To  them,  therefore,  the  preaervailon  rf 
the  mercantile  credit  of  the  Northem  seaports  it 
of  vital  imporianceto  their  inteieBts,aBd  it  is  well 
worth  the  r^eciion  of  gentlemen  to  conaMer  u 
what  degree  tbu  bill  secures  lo  them  ihe  fair  par- 
ticipation of  the  esiatti  of  their  Northeia  tebt- 
tMs ;  a  coatidarable  portion  of  these  consist,  too, 
of  the  shipping  merahants;  a  clasa  of  eomnaereial 
men,  wboae  {wospertty  is  peculiarly  depend- 
ant on  aecideni,  and  who  are  parllealarly  ex- 
posed to  the  temptations  of  speculations  in  foreiga 
markets. 

A  caicfnl  examination  of  the  provisions  of  tbe 
measure  now  before  us,  will  satisfy  gentlemen 
that  it  does  not,  as  bu  been  suggested,  encourage 
systems  of  gambling  speculations,  or  promise  in- 
demnity against  the  conseqaences  of^  huardoua 
adveninrea;  nor  do  the  intnrenee  ofBees  ofier  any 
security  agaiast  Ihe  evils  which  exist.  Qentle- 
men  hare  prabaUybeen  misinformed,  abo.  wbea 
,  they  sHppoM  that  the  insnnaca  oficcs  at  the  sea- 
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State,  wbieh  I  hare  Ibe  hmot  W  rapreMM,  manr 
of  lh«i,  Ibaagh  diieneilr  wnapd,  have  ba- 
eome  bttakn^:  aid  I  tMlieve  that  >  pnblie  ■tatote 
proTtdcs  ■pcetallr  Tor  tka  intotvcner  vf  tb«M  par- 
tienlBT  iniiiutioa*.  Thangh  itmr  inoideaikUr 
affiled  relief  lo  nuDf  naronoaaie,  tnoMh  b<»ai 
nncn,  yet  initb  will  not  lang  teMtt  to  um  reme- 
dies whieh  il  ^cn  ttt  tbcir  aanaeipation  from 
misfatlMM.  The  aetaof  baikrapler  eamnerated 
in  the  fint  teelitm  of  the  bill,  afnuaoea  ■  differ- 
ent cIbm  of  mankaiM*.  Thflpftwerof  tbiaiaaaa- 
ure  in  directed  cbieAr  agnntl  eolloiire  Uaufera 
of  mopertr  «>  braied  or  fieliltooa  oredilon ;  ike 
diMMBHt  embenleBCDt  and  anieealineM  of 
rifecti  aad  frandulefll-eTuioDi  of  pnaetnaliif  and 
rcsposaibiliir.  Thceo  eril*  eaa  onlir  be  oorreeied, 
and  (he  inBeen  of  tbeee  praetieea  rrwtrated  bv 
an  appliealioii  of  the  power  ercatcd  br  ibis  bill. 
The  greater  porlioa  of  the  labjeciB  of  ibie  law, 
will  neTR  c— wder  it  as  soaferriag  en  ibem  anjr 
peculiar  or  estraordinarr  or  eariable  pririleset. 
The  boaoraUa  MntlemBa  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Ttlbb)  eapiiwea  an  opiaioa  that  if  aaj  beiiefiia 
were  to  teiwli  from  the  mearare.  impaTtiality  de- 
manded of  D*  ibal  tka  fanner  •bocud  not  be  u- 
eluded  froB  pirlieipaliag  in  tbem  wiibneroan- 
tile  men.  I  am  lomewnat  at  a  loet  to  diaeorar 
preaiwlr,  in  what  part  of  tbia  bill  tba  &rmer  i« 
excluded  from  ila  real  faanefila.  If  the  bonorable 
senilBman  iateoded  ibat  we  abould  aodentaad 
bis  objeeiivn  lo  be,  ibat  thia  cbN  of  commonitr 
are  eipit«lr  exempted  from  beeooriag  aub^ecla 
of  baBnniptof,and  ihe  forma  not  made  aubject  to 
the  tommary  procast  which  ia  applied  lo  the 
effeen  of  the  merchant,  I  meat  differ  with  him 
in  my  eaiimalion  of  the  bencdls  of  thit  exemp- 
tion. Aa  a  deblM,  hii  true  intereata  and  the  oa- 
tare  of  hie  property  forbid  ibe  application  of  the 
oouanal  remedy  which  ihia  meaaate  proridei;  aa 
a  oredtlor,  he  ii  not  eseloded  from  bu  jnit  abare 
of  the  baokrapt'a  aatate,  and  aa  the  marebani 
often  beoomea  his  debtor  in  tbe  porchaae  of  hia 
prodoco,  all  the  additional  aecoriiiea  of  ibia  bill 
aie  extended  to  bin.  In  neither  relatinn,  IfaMa- 
fore,  are  the  pririlegea  which  il  it  anp]N)aed  to 
create  denied  lo  tbe  agiienltnral  iniNeato  of  the 
caaotry.  At  tbia  late  period  of  the  debate^  I 
fthe" 


At  tbia  Itu  I 
wiU  occupy  ibn  time  of  tt 


<  Committee  n 


from  aa  bjr  a  jnat  and  impartial  regard  to  one  of 
the  moat  important  national  intereata ;  that  it  it 
fraoghl  with  inaalonlable  bentdt  to  every  elaai  of 
eommnnity,  and  that  it  eanoM  Juatly  be  viewed 
with  jealoDay  by  any;  I  hope  ibit  Iti  laaaage 
will  not  faa  deftaied  by  the  »eoeat  of  the  motion 
to  attike  oat  (he  flnt  aeetion  of  the  bill. 


Hr.  Wiuuiae,  of  Conneciieui,  apotogixad 

.:.: .  ''-iaaUceof  the  debate,  when  ih«qiL__ 

illad  lor;  and  ka  fell  (he  mom  leino- 


riaing  at  thia  at 


unee  when  he  found  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, when  np,  (Hr.  Tnonu,)  tbonght  it  necea- 
nry  for  him  (o  reqneet  thtir  mdnlgenee.  That 
Ibe  qneation  before  the  Committee  embmeed  a 
nbjectof  ao  mncb  imaotiaaee  that  be  would  lak 
tbe  auealiaa  of  the  CMBmiittc  whUa  be  mited 


hit  roiee,  feaUe  a 


I  the  ■ 


a  Ibe  moi 


eonaidcTatioD. 

That  there  were  dlffienltiaa,  aeriona  diSenllica, 

exiating  in  relation  to  the  aubjeu  nader  eoorider- 

ation,  he  waa  ready  to  admit— tbal  ibere  were  ob- 

?ctians  of  weight  to  the  bill,  be  abonld  not  deny, 
hia  waa  to  be  expeetad  from  a  subject  of  aneh 
magnilDde  and  extent ;  bot  thia  formed  do  reaaoa, 
in  hia  mind,  why  it  ehootd  not  be  eooaidered. 
He  woald  not  pledge  bimaelf  ai  lo  the  vole  ha 
would  giro  upon  the  final  panagc  of  the  bill,  but 
he  woud  not  agree  to  tbe  motion  now  pcndintt, 
beeanaa  it  teemed  to  deny  an  inquiry  into  a  anb- 
jecl  all  important  to  many  in  ibe  community. 
And  although  the  anbjeei  teemed  to  be  eom^i* 
enied;  nlthoagk  the  detaila  are  long,nDd  the  tee- 
liona  nomaroua,  the  objeeu  of  the  bill  are  few  aad 
ilmple.  Theyara,8rat,tomakeprorialoD  fortha 
creditors  of  the  tiankrnpl,  by  an  equal  dialribi^ 
titm  ot  all  bit  property;  and  then  to  grant  soma 
relief  to  the  bnnfcrupl  bimielC  Aa  to  Ihe  firat, 
the  equal  diatribntion  of  tbe  property  of  a  man 
who  baa  beeome  unabia  te  pay  aU  bia  etediton^ 
it  weald  aecn  to  be  an  object  wotlhy  (he  een^d- 
■raiion  of  the  L^ialniore. 
Bankruptey  ordinarily,  alikottgh   not  neeet- 

wrily^  rappotea  tbe  party  to  be  unable  tr " 

bis  erediloTt.  What  in  aneh  a 
proper  mode  of  ditlributiog  the 
poaaeaa  among  thoae  lo  whom  be'ii  indited  I  U 
can  be  done  only  byanffering  tbe  debtor  to  make 
ibia  dialiibntioB  bimtelf,  or  permitting  the  credi- 
teta  to  teramUe  for  tbe  property,  or  by  taking  it 
into  Ihe  handt  of  the  law,  that  all  might  atara 
alilu,  in  proportion  to  their  dabti.  The  gvniU> 
man  from  Virginia  (Hr.  TooKan)  tays.  If  tka 
debtor  bt  honatt,  he  will  hintaelf  make  a  fur  dta- 
lribatjon.of  kit  property,  and  if  he  ia  not  bonett, 
yna  onght  not  to  pronoa  for  bim.  Bat  ia  avea 
an  honeat  maa  tbe  heal  judge  la  bis  own  eauael 
May  not  an  honetl  man  have  partialitiat  to  grat* 
ify,  and  frieikda  and  relationt  who  may  be  hia 
eredilort,  whom  he  would  feel  aa  if  be  mutt  pia. 
fer  1  In  caaBB  wbare  the  wisdom  of  the  Itcgiala- 
inremutbt  beaiiaie,aad  where  eoa&ieting ehima 
etiit  wkioh  might  require  a  obaaeellnr  to  deeide, 
will  joa  leave  it  to  the  patty  bimaelf  1  Beaidea, 
a(  a  time  when  eireumaiaaeea,  ariaiog  frequaotlf 
from  nnazpeoted  embartniimenia  iu  bia  aflbir^ 
have  ied  the  pnHr  ahueat  to  a  ataia  of  dialmeiioD, 
can  it  be  tup^oaidlkat  ke  will,  arm  with  hit  frienda 
about  bin,  tit  down,  nod  Mimly  and  oooUr  maka 
tka  mntt  jnat  and  equiaUe  diatrlbutionof  his  pro* 

E arty  among  hisertdiioral  Will  yon  then  lean 
fa  propertjr  to  be  taken  upon  legal  procesa  by  hia 
ereditora,  priag  the  preference  to  nim  who  nam 
what  it  called  l^al  diligence  1  The  eorneqoaioe 
of  ibb  will  be,  that  while  aome  are  naidf  oihaia 
are  unpaid— wbila  some  get  all  their  debta,  othen 
get  oMhin^-ifaat  the  wary,  the  tnapieiona,  and 
sometimea  ibe  malicious,  abtotb  (he  whole  pro- 
perty of  tbe  nnfortunnte  debtor  in  tbe  payment  of 
their  own  debie,  and  tbe  attending  ezpentei^ 
while  (lie  dittnul  nreditora— ibe  unauapeeting 
creditor^  and  thota  lentt  able  in  p«wei  tbam- 
wtbnt,  are  left  wiihoat  nny  part  of  the  eaiMfc    la 
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it  mot,  tb«,  rastlf  betwr  t»  ttteapt  to  iHke  an 

equal  disirifaation  of  ih«  propttty*    '^ ' 

tktilcu' 
of  most 


uh  of  ■  pcnoa  wbo  ii  iaMWani,  iha  i«wi 
It  of  Uw  Bato*  k>K  [vondid  tbat  tba  ;••• 
pmty  ibali  be  ei^Mllr  dirided  mane  ki«  ct«dit- 
on.  In  ib»  nme  of  lUs,  tha  rJvU  dutli  of  tte 
motcbrat,  ianot  di  s  meoD  aqoaUr  atroag,  aqmUf 


The  otku  objesi  of  tite  bfll  i*  to  nUan  tba 
MTtf  wbo  hM  tbo*  dalirared  op  bis  ptepenf 
(npOD  eettaiM  tetsu)  from  air  fartkei  imbiliir 
t*  iboM  CMdiion.  Aod  in  fair  Maaa  is  not  thb 
equaUr  laadnbla }  Hai  not  a  prncipla  of  tfaia 
•an  bMB  raeogoiMd  ia  all  coanBroial  owinttiei  ? 
It  u  vail  known  to  exiii  in  Bi]al>nd.Bmi  itia 
afned  thai,  with  •eitnin  modiSeatioM,  it  ii 
knownio  Fraoea,  and  tkc  principle  it  rceofDiaed 
in  crery  iaaolvaBt  law  9f  the  Stttca.  It  would, 
riMaefer*,  tacm  to  ba  faandad  npon  priaetptaa  of 
joatiee.  Bat  it  it  said  foa  oogbt  doI  to  dia- 
obarga  tke  debt,  and  it  lacma  ta  M  ti^poacd  foa 
at*  Mking  fiota  one  man  bii  propatty,  and  gir- 
ion  ii  lo  anoihei' ;  wbateaa,  in  fast,  ;f<Mi  are  onl^ 
taking  from  the  orediiot  a.  right  lo  in^iaan  hia 
debtor  for  life,  and  a  right  to  «naieh  nway  the 
bread  whieh  he  maf  turn  provided  fbr  bia  obiU 
dren--a  ri^t  wtiiob  can  be  of  no  Talne  to  thn 
oredfioe,  but  which  mwf  be  prodDCliT«  of  iaflnite 
niaBhief  to  the  debtor;  n  iwhl  whieb,  in  a  fair 
eaae,  no  reepcetabta  M«n  mnad  wiih  t*  ezennae, 
and  which,  tharefore,  he  would  willingly  reaign. 
Can  this  right  be  of  any  ecrnoe  lo  tha  arefitor, 
axeapt  (o  gntify  reaentmnti  }  HnTegemlenan 
aval  uwwn  aa  imtanee  where  a  detaot,  hnTinn 
been  sitipped  af  all  hi*  piopetty,  and  tben  eo^ 
fcnd  lo  roaain  at  coaUnnt  decnd  af  tmpriioD- 
maat  nnd  of  baring  hie  anrnioge  taken  from 
btm,  nas  paid  the  debta  which  thnf  livog  tint  him, 
or  had  eren  the  heart  to  make  an  eiori  f^  that 
paqnae  9  If  not,  of  wbai  nhaa  it  each  a  right 
to  nit  erodiiae  ?  Bu  it  it  aald  yen  ara  giving  a 
jnirilege  to  ifaeta  debton.  And  what  hthitpriT- 
itageV  If  ii  ono  which  gandesan  weald  ineo^ 
selrai  be  willing  lo  receire  with  itt  bavdeaa? 
A  primli^  of  having  their  hanete  btohen  «pm, 
tbeir  piopeny,  and  hooka,  and  papem  amiMi,  and 
Ihahr  wfvea  ooMpalled  to  be  wilneiaaa  igainM 
thaoi.  Would  gantleBoa  eonirat  ihtt-tiiek  ftiT- 
ikgaaebonld  be  amended  tanllibeMiartata  of 
tbaeoBiianNwir'  it  has ndaed  baoB  eouplaiMd 
tl,  that  olantee  to  faartb  were  ta  thit  biH,  and  mi 
wa  are  toM  of  the  ptiriiagea  «o«fkiTed  by  lUa 
lot.  AxoaaccoiBMBiaeiaaiarihn,  itiiwdoed 
foflher  piontol  ibu  M&m  the  bnnhi^t  thai! 
haee  dAvaeed  np  all  fait  pnpeny,  md  eaade  a 
Mi  diaelaMwe  of  hi*  eironmsiaBCB* ;  if  ttwoMD- 
sinwwne  ■mAl  certify  that  ha  hae  made  a  fair 
dieolotuie,  and  cooCanned  to  tha  rcnnireneaii  of 
thia  net ;  and  if  Iwo-diilda  in  nomher  and  wine 
of  tha  oieditofs  will  oonscnt,  ha  thaU  ha  dit- 
ohnged  fr«m  hie  debit. 

it  this  bo  a  ptiritege,  it  it  one  dnrly  enricd ; 
and  if  il  bt  a  privilege,  Moompanied  by  aneh 
Meri&ote  as  genilentan  would  notraqnireef  other 
paiaona  Aan  narchanta,  aoeely  it  oasht  am  to  be 
objeettd  that  it  doee  an  «xiasd  to  otier  peraoH. 


Bot  if  it  ia  to  be«onti«ifad  a  privUcgc,  in  uot 
the  pecnliar  tiinati«B  of  the  naatchant,  as  it  te- 
nptet*  thu  QoTamf  nt,  wieh  as  dcmaato  it  1  Ha 
is  tbaeolleMorofaUgOrnsarijrnll,  yanttcreniM; 
in  liie  e«MMu  of  thv  bnainett  he  mM^  m  wan 
iCBMrked  by  ihngenil— an  fraa  iiaiflaud,  ae- 
eaaMrily  haoomo  raapoatible  for  the  <rt>Iigaboa» 
of  othera  to  dun  Oavwsinnt,  and  not  anf^oenl- 
Iv  hu  lo  tacrifiea  bis  own  ptopaity  ao  dinnnigt 
tnen.  Agaja,  ibe  ■oasaras  ef  the  OorenTncat 
in  relatiaa  to  ywir  oonoarne  with  for^n  la^ 
licme,  aie  man  peealiariy  Adt  by  ban.  Do  rei 
lay  ao  emta^e,  hia  bnawaas  it  aufwaded;  it 
y«a  paas  a  n«n<Mtetcoiirse  or  noa-iiapofftniaa 
act,  ha  anal  aeek  mw  ahnnade  of  coBBv«ne; 
do  yoa  deelnre  war,  hit  prapany  opon  th«  ocean 
baoonea  the  pray  of  the  eMmy.  h  ia  aaid.  ia- 
deed,  Y»  may  imnic;  he  may  or  ha  tamj  '  not 
bare  nude  inenmnae  -,  tf  he  hns,  thnnnderwriia 
has  only  tahea  hit  risk,  aod  may,  ia  bis  tnrD,  re> 
qaJK  iha  tama  aid  froia  ibe  QovainaBent. 

Bat  the  genilemnn  last  np  frmn  Virginia  mys, 
wa  ate  aot  now  in  danger  of  war.  Bnt  -will 
gentleman  tay  dwt  we  can  hope  ntwnya  to  i«- 
main  at  peaoe^  or  thai  w«  an  to  wail  for  tha 
BMxnent  when  war  Bemmaneaa  %  If  Congvnm 
ware  npon  the  ^aettiaa  of  daebring  war,  voold 
they  anfler  thair  delibenttona  lo  he  inurmpted 
by  an  attempt  to  post  a  baakanpi  law  ?  No,  air, 
it  la  only  In  a  dma  ef  pane*  that  a  law  of  tkir 
munitnde  can  rebeive  the  atteatiao  it  demsadt. 

Bnt  it  ia  not  n  privilege  graaud  to  an  indirid- 
nal  fbc  hit  own  take,  or  even  fat  tke  cake  af  hia 
family;  but  it  it  a  privilege, rathar  «  r^rhf,  of 
the  society  of  which  he  it  a  memfaw,  who  hwo 
nlaiaie  a]WB  bis  aetrioet  nnd  npon  hu  talenis, 
whieb  will  probaMy  be  enittely  Lo«,  il  aft^ 
yonr  kwa  have  taken  from  him  att  ihu  be  hu, 
they  eball  ttill  nibjeet  him  to  be  aoaweraUe  for 
the  olaimt  at  hb  creditore. 

It  i*  said,  let  the  Btatet  nata  ihair  own  iaaot- 
vM  Inwa.  Bnl  tha  iadivuaal  Suom  ean  mnhe 
no  nrnform  sp«am  at  hartcnipcay.  Thetr  Inws 
wiH  be  as  vatioae  at  tha  Btatet.  MarchaMs  ia 
foreign  oeaalriei^  and  even  in  differene  Btni«^ 
caoMt  know  what  the  laati  of  the  iwapactiva 
Siinaa  are;  aad  conteqottily  under  what  «j|k 
flumiiaBPei  ihey  nHght  expect  their  debu  dis- 
chargadj  and  efaoald  they  atiettpi  lo  aeaiwh 
them  .ooi,  the  iawi  woidd  change  dvuu  ihn 
lime  ther  apent  in  itiie  pmvit;  indMa,  lb* 
hnawledge  e(  than  woold  reqsfn  iba  awdy  of 
a  life.  iMin,it  is  n  qntMion  ponding  bnflira  the 
Bnprcae  Court,  now  aittiu  in  tUe  eity,  whethae 
a  Stain  ean  aonttamtlooaliy  pat*  an  Jaaalreat 
laai,  the  power  to  eMabliah  an  nnifimn  aysl«i 
having  Men  exptemly  ddn^tad  to  CooBreta; 
oonaaqtrantiy,  all  theee  who,  in  ibavmiaua  Buiee, 
have  ooafemed  to  thoae  law*,  an  now  wholly 
nnaenain  with  reqieet  to  the  aeenriiy  th^  ex- 
pected to  derive  nadtt  them. 

Bat  if  the  Bates  do  poaseai  the  power,  so  far 
as  regartb  iha  eitiznoa  of  their  own  Sistei,  it 
wiU  nnt  ta  tegaided  b^  the  eooilt  of  another 
Slate  as  aeaiaM  then  cttamas;  aad,  ooneeqneni- 
,  ly,  all  the  MneAt  that  anh  laws  an  to  tboee  who 
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owe  4ebU  w  alfaer  8«UM  ia,  thai  il  tnkm  ikm 
jkil  limiu  co-nUBiiTfl  with  ifa«  boaMbcits  gf 
the  Brite  ;  and  if  tbc  tMolmt  Itmwm  hit  own 
State,  he  mvy  be  iiitiiMt '  t*  u  eimt,  nowilh- 
suuding  bie  euppMtd  prateatioA.  Th«M  an 
some  of  ihs  FeMMs  why  Coaftcn  ekoald  aw* 
cise  thii  power,  if  tt  ie  to  be  emeiMd  xt  til, 
i«tber  ihaa  ihe  EMaMii  and  a*  Ooagnae  ham 
u4  ne  uwsiiing  bU  tke  powets^ipHHlf  cmo 
then  br  the  Sik  leetMB  of  tbe  let  eitiole  «  tto 
CoMtimtioa,  (eieept  ifaat  idadag  lo  mlgble 
and  DMunna,)  il  aeenu  aa  if  ijiia  MbjeM  waa  at 
tbat  kiod  ai  paoaliatly  la  ta«ntr  their  iateqio- 
silion,  if  iadeed  ibeMonghi  M  be  any  laws  apaa 
the  Hltjeot,  as  in  no  Mher  way  eaa  ihete  balM 
unifoTm  irMan  cealeipiawd  by  ike  b»men  of 
tbe  CaMiitntiaa. 

It  is,  however,  nid,  tbat  a  eyetcn  ef  ihii  kind 
will  encoBnife  tbe  bold  apeealator ;  bni  wkcn 
"  '  >  reeoUasied,  that  taro-tbiids  ia  aaiabei  and 


Tka  bill  a^ng  ttta.-aaaBd  aycwpriart—  for 
M  SDpport  of  ibe  Nayy  paMad  thNUgb  a  Com- 

miUea  of  the  Wkok;  and  il  wae  ordered  to  be  - 

eagtOMCd  ib>  a  tkini  laadiag. 
The  Brmamm  kid  before  the  Home  a  iMter 


th«  diackarKa,  it  will  be 
strain  tke  bold  apeeeialat ;  aad  if  we  eoMpara 
ike  nerehaat  of  Qteat  Britaia,  who  aate  uadcr 
ikia  lyenm,  wkh  tbe  AMeiieaw,  who  dee*  aot,  it 
is  believed  thai  il  will  ba  liwid,  ihu  there  b  aot 
l«Bs  eantiea  nor  more  eDtcmi««  asd  eiiiuulatiaa 
io  Ihe  Caroaec  tkiM  >•  Ike  laUei.  When,  ifaeie 
fote,  tbe  ebjsel*  af  tbit  biH  were  eo  iaqioMaU,  it 
wa*  to  be  hoped  that  it  would  m  be  lejaeted  ia 
the  BoaaMi  pMpoaad,  by  aMlttog  oat  the  fiM 
see  lion. 

fhiUAj,  February  30. 

Mr.  UnoB  NaLaOM,  fiaB  tbe  Comniltee  ob  Ike 
Ju^oiary,  to  wbicb  wa*  refRied  the  bill  fnna  tba 
Senate  aatitlcd  "Aa  Mt  to  ditide  the  Stale  of 
PeoBtyleaaia  iMo  two  jodioial  ditfiiou,"  TC^on* 
ed  tkeeBBew(tlM>ataaeiidBteai,andUMb(U«M 
commUMd  to  a  CoraaaJHee  <tf  the  Wbele . 

Ur.  Hdob  Nblbob,  fioa  Ike  MtneaoiK 
reported  a  bUl  to  caubliik  a  jndieial  dituiet  ia 
Vu^iaiB)  weal  of  tka  AUeskaaymoBnlaiBi  wUcb 
waa  laad  twiae,  and  soaa^ted  •- -  "  ' 
of  tke  Whole. 

Mr.  Hu«B  NauoN  also  Tapocted.a  bill  &r  a^ 
teiing  tbe  ti«e  iar  koldiBf  tke  diatriot  oont  (Ik 
tbe  duuioi  of  Vif|iaia ;  which  waa  read  tRie% 
aad  ordered  to  b«  aBgraaaad  aad  cead  •  ihirn 
time. 

Tke  BraAKBB  laid  before  tka  HdoBb  a  btler 
fron  the  Seeietary  of  War,  tiiBUniniBg  •  n- 
tttia  of  the  aro*  aad  military  stotee  faiaiakad 
to  tke  re^Moiive  Buteii  Bsdar  the  ati  of  1808, 
foi  anaiog  tke  niliiia  of  tke  Uaited  Ehatc^  m 
obedienae  to  a  rawlBiica  of  the  8<ii  uliina ; 
wbiek  waa  ordered  to  lie  aa  the  table. 

On  motioa  of  Mjr.  Fosanw,  aoaittaiiMae  waa 
appoiBied  to  inqoire  iate  tbe  expedioimr  e( 
cb  angina  the  lacNie  by  wkicb  tbe  Aaniy  a*  tka 
Uaited  Siatoa  it  ai^iMed,  wiib  ieaia  W  report 
by  bill  w  oikeiwue;  aad  Ur.  FoBarra,  Mc. 
JoHBBOM,  of  Kenu^y,  Mr.  Habbibom,  Hi. 
MaaoBB,  and  Hr.  Pmbb,  ware  t^feiatcd  tka 


Deeamber  laei,  an  aoeoirat  vt  tke  aoau  amtd 
by  tka  OooinuaalaMr  aadat  tke  a«t  of  the  Mi 
April,  ISl&fn  tbe  payuMl  for  lk«  property  toet 
dtmngtbeiate  war,  aiu)  ibeaetof  ibeAlMareh, 
1617,  app^Boi eatery  ikerelo,  detoribiu  tke  qw> 
oie*  of  p«|KrtT  paid  for,  with  eandry  deeaoMDla 
Id  relaUoo  to  IM  aiAjact  embraeed  by  the  reao- 
Intion;  wbiek  woia  ordered  to  lie  en  Ike  table. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

Tbe  Boaat  then  again  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Wkole  an  tke  Baaknipt  bill,  tbe  qneition 

'    ;  oa  atriloDg  out  tke  tint  eeotioD. 

__.-.  U*oo«,  af  Haaaaekaaetta,  tow  and  re- 
qatited  to  tehoili  a  Hbw  abaarTatiim*  to  tke  coa- 
lidaratioiiDftbe  Conuaiuee.    " 


tka  airti^cct,  aad  tie  r^iPeaeMed  a  portion  of  tke 
naioB  deeply  intaieaied  in  the  panage  of  some 
»ei  of  the  Oovenmaot. 

Tke  bin  now  before  the  Coamiinee  (a  in  eos- 
aaqaeDoa  of  memoririi  from  reepeeiaUe  bo<Kce  of 
nicaebaBta,  Inbabiliag  tke  foar  peal  cltEea  upon 
tke  Alkaiie  coast,  aad  by  adverting  to  thoae' 
ntHDOtiah,  yonfiad  tke  moat  mpecmUe  eigna- 
tnas,  aad  aft  uwoimDaQ  aiwrinltT  of  •miiraent. 
I  nnet  mack  tbe  Jealoiieiee  and  ebadea  of  peHli- 
eal  MaiWty  wbiek  bare  taaaifesied  tkenselvaa 
>f  the  debMe  10  ibia  elaa*  of  meB. 
and  not  fbtvigners,  infaabiting 

., H*  Dftier  tbe  mme roof,  aieffl- 

bera  of  ibeaaioe  family,  and  dej^adeai  apon  each 
otkar  fac-motta^  proepetjty,  anited  togetnet  with 
variant  intaieale,  to  promote  whieh  a  apirit  of 
eonoiliuion  aad  comprautae  is  at  all  limea  ne- 
etiaaiy ;  aad  aock  ia  tbe  spirit  of  est  Comliia- 
itoo.  Il  ia  aw  eeoieoded  tkey  are  peifeet ;  lb* 
bill  i^oD  your  table  is  eriduoe  that  anwonhy 
awn  are  ibuad  amang  ibem.  They  ate  enbjeet 
10  buBMB  impcrfeeMane  in-  eOBmoB  wMt  Ae 
fUaUi,  tba  ftmer,  and  A«  meehanic.  They 
nope  e«iy  tk«y  hkfa  n«  moaa  than  tbeir  prepor* 
rioa.  Tkey  have  sot  bom  dAnes  ia  Ae  com- 
ntmity,  bat  by  tiwlr  oxanion*  and  proapettir, 
wkilo  antsaki^  thamaetraa,  tkey  bave  qaadra- 
pleitkawanllhor  ikeir  eonatry.  Tbay  nold.at 
ditibrent  ttmea,  posaemha  of  a  great  portion  of 
the  aatie*  atoiriE  and  aerebuHUea,  and  rteerva 
andsetlaU  ikaprodnaeof  Iko^anmar 
CBhiirisi.  Tkey  nunageall  tka  fieaalfl^ 
aUtim  banking  iatiitadins,  and  they  ate  yout 
imi^diata  agents  ia  rcaeivfng,  oalleoting,  aad 
paymg  tke  inpeat  and  reronoe.  They  aialo  to 
yo«  tka  uima  of  tb^r  trade;  (bat  it  ia,  atalt 
timaa,  attended  with  baaard;  that  eradit  k  im 
vital  ptineiple;  dni  they  are  obliged  lo  lou  to 
caok  oikai  ikair  names  and  remonnbilitiea  ia  tka 
preawsneBt  of  money ;  and  thai  this  praetiee  ia 
tke  anty  oae  wkUk  oan  be  adopted,  and  oaiettti- 
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mode.  Tbey  an  Iwble  to-  Iomm,  rrom  miifor- 
lane,  from  fraad,  from  aafoicaMa  and  inealBd- 
labla  embarraNmenUi ;  the  fieq Dent  KTotatioDS 
ia  polilica  vaA  jfovenunenl,  mod  from  (famt  neeu' 
my  dependence  upon  eacb  athen  credit  and  cal< 
cuuiioDi.  Tber  liierailf  embark  iheit  «U  upon 
tbe  ocean,  and  oiWalimet  ibeir  beat  effom  a^e  aa 
ancerlain  ai  ibai  iiUDitead;.  Ther  state  to  you 
Ibe  preteot  ducordant  afiiemB  ia  toine,  and  the 
vaai  of  any  ia  otbers  of  Ibe  United  Sialca;  the 
iaefficieney  in  all  of  tlmn,  and  their  total  inade- 
qnaer  lo  tbe  proteetios  of  tbeit  ptoperiy. 

Tbey  now  ask  your  aid  and  protection,  that 
tbey  niBy  ba*e  some  uniform  sfstem  throagbout 
tbe  Union  ;  thai  eqml  jostice  nay  be  adminis- 
tered losll  of  (hem;  that  ibey  may  haresone 
control  over  their  debtor  and  his  conduct,  when 
he  himself  hae  demosstrtted  be  has  ao  properly 
but  theirs  remaining  in  his  bands,  and  not  a  snf- 
ficiency  of  th«t  to  Jucbargo  iheir  deoouidi ;  that 
there  may  he  no  uojuit  preierences,  and  that  tbey 
may  have  a  voice  in  the  distribution  of  bis  effects ; 
that  all  may  be  put  upon  tbe  same  footing,  and 
debts  contracted  upon  the  same  motal  priaciple, 
may  receive  the  same  proportion ;  that  tbey  may 
furnish  indocemeais  to  the  haneat  debtor,  when 
in  adverse  circumstanoesitocMuultbii  creditora, 
to  expose  bis  bocks,  make  known  his  miafor- 
iaaea,  and  deliret  up  his  effects.  In  Eoaking 
these' requests,  they  ai«  not  UBmiiidful  of  the. 
principles  of  humaoily.  Thev  do  oM  calculate 
upon  receiving  the  whole  of  tneit  denuods ;  but 
are  willing  to  lake  their  lespeclive  pioportiooa, 
and  give  to  theii  debtors  a  oiscbuge;  >b  doing 
this.  It  is  oat  his  immediate  ioteiest  tbey  oonaalt, 
bul  ibeir  own,  and  founded,  as  they  think,  upon 
luiiversal  experience. 

I  would  apply  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen,  aad 
uk  wnetber  uus  prayer  is  unjrfasonabte  1  Whe- 
ther asyihiDg  can  be  found  therein  unjust  or 
ligotous  1  Somagenileraen  say  exclusive  piivi- 
leges  are  prayed  for.  Sir,  the  mercbanis  ask  for 
tto  exclusive  privilege*,  unless  it  be  a  privilege  to 
accept  len  shilliags,  and  peihapa£te,  for  twenty, 
thai  bas  been  paid.  Neither  can  it  be  called  a 
privilege  to  tbe  debbir,  unleas  it  is  cousiderad  a 
piivilege  to  be  stripwd  of  his  proparty,  and  left 
Baked,  helpless,  and  peQnilsH,  with  possibly  a 
fuaily  and  ebildres  depaadeat  upon  him.  Tiiey 
can  have  no  objeetioa  to  admit  tbe  plaater,  iha 
agiiculluiist,  and  tbe  mecbaoic.  It  eaanat  mili- 
tate with  tbeir  views  j  it  OaonM  obttract  tham.  in 
the  accomplishment  of  their  withes,  nor  be  ia 
oppositioo  to  tbeit  intereits.  Tbe  faol  is,  tbe 
|Janier,  the  farmef,  and  the  meebanic  do  not 
wish  iL  They  will  sot  accept  of  sneh  a  privi* 
lege.  The  nature  of  their  pnirsuiia  do  not  requite 
it ;  and  they  are  not  liable  to  the  risks  ned  ea- 
poeaie  of  the  merchant,  and  accordingly  we  hcai 
the  honorable  gentteman  from  Virginia  saying 
his  eonstiluenis  are  content  with  their  present 
insotveat  laws;  and  tbe  boootable  geailemaB 
from  MaMaehuieiis,  while  be  is  contending  iar 
the  passaga  of  this  bill  ia  behalf  of  bis  eommci- 


eOBMiiaents, is, at  the  m  ..  -     .. 

ing  against  the  admiaiioD  of  hb  agricBltatal 
coDstitueots  to  its  provisions. 

But  tbe  geatlemaB  from  Virginia  asf*  it  trill 
multiply  crime,  aad  seven  now  crimes  ata  marfe 
under  tbe  baukrapt  laws  of  EiwlaBd.  Bit,  tiM 
fact  is,  the  erimas  now  exist,  and  are  daily  pne- 
tised  in  society  with  irapuaity.  The  eondoct  of 
tbe  fraadulent  in  the  coaceataaeot  and  witfaboU- 


iogof  his  propniy,  isjustasbadas  the  man  ivha 
puts  his  band  ia  your  own  pocket  and  roba  yea 
of  your  moaey.    It  is  to  preveat  these  erimc»  by  , 


jhecks  and  punishBanis  that  this  law  i 

asked  for.  They  are  not  new,  they  already  exnl, 
md  are  created  by  the  very  principiee  of  jam 
osotvent  laws.  They  are  coaaiaaaaeed  by  tbe 
taw,  tbe  debtor  it  referred  lo  ibcin,  and  ilia  cm- 
duet  is  predicated  open  ibem. 
Bnt  do  theae  evils  eiisti  A  very  small  auen- 
m  to  the  iBsotveot  laws  tbrowb  the  States  srill 
demoastnie  them.  They  ate  diSereat  in  differ- 
ent States— no  two  systems  are  alike.  It  is  im- 
possible for  the  distant  creditor  lo  bceome  &eaiV\ar 
with  theto,  or  stand  upon  the  same  groand  of 
equality  with  the  doBMstic  creditor.  They  aie 
confined  to  tbe  Btaie,  and  depend  altogether 
npoa  the  debtor's  oath ;  and  their  operation  is 
confined  solely  to  his  apptioatioa.  No  control  is 
given  to  the  creditor  at  any  period  of  their  pro- 
eesa,  and  the  debtor's  effects  are  pal  beyood  hit 
reach.  In  some  Slates,  and  aaforinntieiy  in  my 
own,  concealment  and  preference  are  cSected  by 
the  aid  of  law,  fictitioo*  debu  are  created,  and 

SD^rty  is  secured  by  attachments  wiihecit  affi- 
liu,  and  the  propertv  changed  asd  held  beyond 
tbe  control  of  the  creditor.  He  has  no  right  to 
be  heard.  It  is  an  affiilr  between  tbe  debtor  and 
his  friead,  and  jadgment  passes  by  conaeat  anA 
de&riL  With  tbe  want  of  Jadgment  and  discre- 
tiaa  ia  individual  onditor*,  the  insolvent  laws 
tempt  Ike  honest  man  to  become  a  rogue,  aid 
however  uprigbi  and  pure  tbe  fnteation  in  the 
outaet,  tbe  honest  debtor  finally  fiaiihee  under 
their  operation  with  the  same  character,  ae  iht 
fraudnfentdabloriBlbeflrstinitaaee.  Byadveit- 
ing  lo  the  almost  universal  prsciice  under  theo, 
it  will  become  apparent.  A  yonng  person  eon- 
mencas  trade  with  a  small  capital  and  with  goed 
ohamcler;  with  a  reliance  upon  bis  friends  and 
iba  purity  of  hit  coadnct,  he  adds  a  credit  to  bit 
principal,  and  trusts  his  adventures  upon  ihe 
oseaa.  He  for  a  tine  is  sueeessful,  bat  fiaallr 
meets  with  those  hazards  that  baffled  his  est 
oulationa,  and  he  finds  that  he  has  not  added  to 
(be  sum  ha  commenced  with.  By  the  aid  of 
creitit,  aad  tbe  negotialion  of  paper,  be  atiU  eoa> 
tinues  his  busiaois  and  endeavors  to  turaort  hii 
credit  by  moating  hit  demands.  He  is  obliged  is 
aakie  tue  of  evasioa,  aad  be  commences  this  first 
dapartura  from  strict  iotegriiy,  uniil  he  beeama 
BO  embarraased,  he  is  convinced  he  must  Goslly 
faiL  Still  aetnaied  by  the  principles  ai  iniegriiy, 
he  secures  bis  property  remsining,  wiA  a  view 
of  calling  a  meeting  of  his  creditors,  and  offering 
them  the  whole,  to  be  distributed  among  then  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  demandsj  previdsd 
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tb«r  will  take  it  tad  give  biv  a  discharge.  He 
state*  to  ibem  hia  tonrte  ot  conduel,  that  it  hai 
been  fail  tntsrortone,  and  not  ftii  fault,  and  offen 
a  eompteie  surreader.  Ra«h  creditor  ■■  apt  to 
soppoM  bit  own  debt  a  pecuUai  one,  aad  tbereia 
found  lonie  one  among  the  man;,  tfaat  will  not 

Sire  him  his  discharge.  It  resnitt,  that  he  is 
iiv»  10  theDBcauiirof  cootiaoiDgibeooncMtl- 
meat  of  bis  propertjr,  and  making  no  dIviaioD  at 
all.  Ha  is  obliged  to  lire  npon  tbi*  propeilf,  and 
is leaaeniiigit daily.  He beeomesirniaied  against 
bia  creditors;  he  thinks  ihemcrnel and  unraleat- 
in^j  and  he  aceostoms  hii  miad  to  hb  datetmi- 
DBiiOB*  lo  prereat  their  obtaining  their  jDsldoet. 
He  fioallf  is  goilty  of  prcTarieaiion  kadeonduel 
irhieti,  in  other  aireurastaoce*,  ba  would  b« 
ashamed  of.  He  departs  from  that  honorabta, 
aprubt  coana  he  commenced  with,  and  eonsid- 
are  himself  at  war  with  those  to  whom  ba  stands 
jnstif  indebted.  It  is  in  adversity  obIt  that  oar 
liiala  preacni  ibemsclTCs.  It  ia  no  difficDlt  task 
to  act  welt  our  parts  in  pmpcritr :  ii  accords 
with  ont  interests — il  supplies  ns  wilh  means. 
It  ia  in  adTenUy  only  iha  truly  virtaons  are 
above  temptation.  His  creditors  grow  impatieat, 
and  he  is  aaed  and  thrown  ialo  a  prison.  Tb« 
beaefita  of  the  limits  are  granted  lo  hiUj  and  ther 
ara  so  extensite,  ibat  he  finds  that  it  is  only  to 
ezchaage  his  comforts  to  a  different  qiurtei  of 
the  eit]r,  by  the  renting  of  a  new  bouse,  and  at 
the  same  or  greater  eipease.  He  becomea  dis* 
pirited,  negligent,  aad  wastefal,  and  lires  in  this 
siluatioo  upoa  his  crediiois'  mone^,  and  at  their 
expense,  until  he  apologlaea  to  his  conscience, 
and  takes  the  insolreni'i  oath,  btiDgiog  himself 
within  the  practice,  and  down  upon  a  lereL  with 
tb«  debtor,  who  commenced  with  fraud,  and  who 
arrived  at  the  same  cnd^  by  a  shorter  roate.  This, 
sir,  is  the  eoorse  of  ninety-nine  in  a  handred  of 
ibe  esse*  which  occur.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
this  system  was.  in  operation  the  dehier  woald 
have  an  indnccment  to  disclose  his  afbin  al  Ibe 
corooi  en  cement  of  his  embarrasaments.  It  woald 
not  have  been  in  the  power  of  a  single  creditor  to 
have  prerenied  a  dividend  and  distribution.  The 
debtor  would  have  been  restored  to  aocietf,  and 
if  hia  roisforlilnes  arose  from  accident,  he  woald 
have  found  friend*  who  would  have  aided  aad 
assisted  him  in  his  future  exertiooib  HJi  integ- 
rity would  have  Tcmsiced  uaimpeached,  and  he 
would  not  have  been  tempted  toaeonrae  of  eon- 
duet  of  which  he  bimadf  ia  ubamed.  But  it  is 
said  yon  have  still  a  lien  upon  him  ;  bia  debt  is 
mot  discharged.  And,  sir,  let  me  ask,  what  that 
ia  worth  1  Can  there  be  a  solitary  instanea  pro- 
duced, of  a  debtor  who  ever  discharged  his  debts 
after  taking  this  advantage  of  the  insolvent  laws, 
and  swearing  himself  ont  of  prison  1  la  there  an 
instance  known  where  a  single  cent  has  been  re- 
covered }    True  it  is  the  GaverBmeoi,  In  all  their 


tsof  discharge  from  conSaemeBLeoniinne  their 

Id   upon  the  fainre  property  of  tbeir  debtorj 

hnt  have  they  ever  received  the  least  benefit  there- 


from 1  Does  il  not  amonnt,  as  the  honorable 
Bcntleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  said,  lo  a  mere 
valueleu  right  1    What  does  yonr  TManiry  tay 


that  this  bill  will  not  operate  a, 

'^     1  comptoioise  will  take  plaae,  and  t 


about  priority  ?  That  the  inaolvait  laws  of  tb* 
respective  Slates,  hare  almost  annihilated  the 
beneftts  of  it ;  and  I  have  been  informed  from 
respectable  sonrcca  that  from. two  to  fonr  ban- 
dred  tbonsand  doJIara  will  be  lost  to  the  Treamr^ 
<><■•  year  from  that  cause.  Now,  sir,  wilh  the 
upon  your  table,  the  whole  sum  would  be 
obtained,  for  no  dividend  is  cootemptatcd  uatll 
the  Ocvemmeni'a.  debt  is  first  discharged.  Th* 
evil  may  not  be  the  same  in  all  the  Btstee,  and  it 
ia  possible,  with  the  aid  of  chancery  powers,  Vii- 
ginia  may  be  coolenled  with  her  preaent  Ibm^ 
— It  system.  But  let  it  ba  remembered  that  Vii- 
ia  is  not  a  trading  State,  and  therefore  lesa 
tie  10  those  evils  which  abound  in  commercial 
Stales. 
Bol  the  honorable  gentleman  front  Tirg ituaaays 

...  .l:-  ..:ii  _:ii . _,j^j  ^., 

s  the 

ncra,  men  of  integrity,  who  adraalDMd  at  sea, 
and  were  unfortunate.  Upon  being  ae^nataiaa 
with  tbeir  mirfortane,  ibcy  eaUed  together  their 
crediioiv,  who,  being  assnrod  of  their  cendaet, 
took  their  several  proportions,  and  gave  them  a 
discharge.  And  thesa  men  of  high  bonor,  sliU 
retaipiog  a  strong  and  proper  sense  of  their  Bora) 
obligation,  having  afterwards  been  prosperotis  i« 
their  future  business,  paid  lo  their  former  oredi- 
tors  the  whole  of  their  remainiog  debts,  wiib  in- 
terest. Now,  air,  it  appears  to  me,  the  geotlemaa 
conid  DOt  have  cited  a  case  more  iUuslraiive  of 
Ibe  priocipUa  of  this  bill.  It  is  the  design  of  this 
bill  to  bold  out  this  inducement;  to  produce  this 
very  setilement,  and  to  ^ive  to  the  boaeat  debtor 
a  second  chance  to  retrieve  his  affsirs,  and  snp- 

Eart  his  familv.  and,  if  able,  lo  aomplete  and  fiu- 
1  bi>roo(aloDiigalion,and  be  legally  discharged. 
But  let  me  ask,  if  ooe  of  theae  creditors  bad  been 
found  mainiainine  the  doctrinaof  the  gentleman, 
once  a  debt  aod  always  a  debt,  and  adhering  lo 
that  doctrine,  what  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quence 1  He  would  not  have  given  kii  assent  to 
a   discbs^e.    No  dividend   wonU   Inva  taken 

flace;  all  future  exertions,  and  all  Bssiamaee 
[om  friends,  would  have  been  preraatad,  aad 
the  patties  would  have  been  eompelled  to  have 
expended,  for  their  maintenance,  tbe  nwaey  and 
property  of  their  creditors.  If  ibe  fhct  was  co^ 
reel,  that  compromiae  does  aad  will  lake  plana 
wilh  the  honest  and  unfonaoaia  in  moa*  eoMij  it 
woald  do  away,  in  a  great  degree,  the  neoeaiiiy 
of  Ihb  hill  i  bat  axperieaee  proaoonces  olhar- 
wise.  Ho,sir,aBnanimoiHCoascniaim»gond- 
itora  for  compromise,  is  n  very  nncomnion  oas^ 
either  wilh  misfortune  or  fraud,  aad  amotmiB 
almost  to  a  prohibition  for  a  debtor  to  ask  it,  m'ak 
any  hope  of  succcsa.  Individuals  will  be  found, 
who  mainieia  the  above  doctrine  of  once  a  debt 
and  always  a  debt,  and  who  will  refuM  their 
assent  10  compromise  aod  discharge,  bowovet 
visionary  and  bopeleas  their  prospect  of  futnw 
payment  may  be.  Not  so  with  the  Briiish  credi- 
tor, snd  I  Ibinkitwill  be  conceded  they  arena 
alive  to  their  intercal  as  any  men  in  the  eemnter- 
cial  world.    Prom  experieDce  ibcy  have  prored 
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tb«  Rrrt  oiler  to  be  the  Iwm  ofler,  and  Atj  genet- 
mlly  accept  of  it.  They  well  koovr  iheii  debtor 
mtnl  lire,  and  upon  their  property,  and  of  course 
iho  ofi^  of  to-monow  will  be  lees,  tbao  tb«  of 


condoet  ii  guMei. 

It  ii  to  remedy  the  above  evil  that  two-thirds 
only  are  mde  requislie,  ioatead  of  a  oDanimoas 
•oDstDt.  Bqi,  MfB  ihe  genitefflan,  it  witl  indoce 
a  eyiten  of  ftiuttl,  and  we  are  directed  lo  Eog- 
land  for  proof.  I  have  always  soppoKd  that 
eheofa  ixn  a  tendcMV  to  preveDi  crimm,  and 
Koc  pr«daee  them.  We  ceBnat  mate  the  law 
perfect;  we  ea^Mt  gmrd  afaiDst  tbe  ittgenuiiy 
of  miD,  and  esiabliah  a  syiiem  at  a  moment  Itiat 
eball  Bteei  e*«ir  cmae.  Bat  we  hare  a  eonsela- 
timi  at  bead;  w  caoDOl  be  ia  a  worse  eltaBtion 
than  we  b«w  an.  The  wttole,  at  present,  is  a 
■yeiam  of  fraud,  taereasi^  daily  lo  ao  alarming 
degrM,  and  atded  by  ibe  iosolTcnt  acts  now  in 


It  ia  uid  that  A*  bill  witl  produce  a  aotiree  of 
litigatioo.  Bat  snraty  eetdement  will  not  pro- 
duce Kt^catio*.  In  the  State  I  bare  the  honor  to 
MpTMOBt  w«  bare  beea  peenliarly  uDfertanate  ; 
m  Ini*«  nerer  been  able  to  proeore  any  law,  not 
arm  a>  iaeolTCnl  law;  aird  ibe  adoption  of  any 
wMem  tar  the  relief  of  eradi  (ore  has  tweii  succee- 
AUy  oppooed  by  geBtlemen  of  the  profeosion  frcin 
the  conir^  townq.  If  abey  were  acmalnl  by 
snob  a  motive,  that  ntoh  a  system  wouM  produce 
Uligaiioa,  I  bare  oaly  to  remarlr,  ii  redonnds  so 
mtioli  the  more  lo  their  honor  and  patriotism. 

Bnt  ft  it  said,  it  bears  too  great  a  aimilinide  lo 
the  British  statate;  it  ie  aot  tuffcietttly  indige- 
ftent.  They  bare  already  had  niaeteeo  statnies, 
•od  been  four  cealacieB  tn  eoaoiin^  and  amend- 
iag  ibem.  Can  there,  sir,  be  any  impropriety  *- 
aklngtbeadvantageof  Ihetrerperience?  If  t 
bill  laat  i«  naw  ialroduced  by  Ihe  commftlee  h 


.    .  ., had 

.reaenbled   the   one  eaacled    by   the  statute  of 


mark;  bat  to  profit  brail  their  eiperienee,  is  the 
■Mrkorwtadoro. '  We  krok  to  them  as  a  great 
CoemnereiBl  people;  as  haring  experienced  the 
evitr  iftM  now  oppress  os,  and  we  neeessarilr 
•(tend  to  the  means  ihey  hare  adopted  to  check 
and  remore  tbetR.  Taej  knov  the  ralue  of 
-aoJMUaiee ;  they  hare  no  jealooaies  againtt  mer- 
etauils ;  they  eeaeider  conunerce  as  their  ritaliiy ; 
and,  thoogb  it  has  cost  tbem  ttineleen  statutes 
and  ibor  centimes,  they  are  not  discouraged. 
They  do  not  lose  sight  of  their  object,  and  perse- 
rere  in  preserring  the  system.  Thoagb  not  able 
tofDraithail  the  necessary  guards  agajnsl  frands, 
it  can  be  BO  reason  that  no  guards  should  be  fur- 
nished. As  well  we  might  say,  we  would  hare 
no  punisbmeau  for  frauds  upon  onr  revenue 
lawa,  because  those  laws  still  continue  to  be 
evaded,  and  the  rerenue  defrauded  i  or  bare  any 
taws  against  counterfeiters  of  our  coin  and  noteiL 
beoaase  we  bare  not  been  able  to  delect  and 
break  them  up. 
It  U  also  said  that  the  Britbh  liwa  are  eerere 


and  maatof  the  phDishinoiitaAredeatft;  aadye^  I 
in  foar  eenturies,  two  solitary  inataaeea  are  oaly 
prodneed  ie  a  eoantry  where  death  is  ttmoBt  ^ 
eielnsire  puniabment  for  every  crime.  Bet  tbk 
remark  caniMi  apply  to  this  covniry,  wbcni  oar 
jorisprodenoe  is  more  raild,  and  puDisbmeBt  is 

Sroportioned  to  crimes.    I  forbear  going  into  ite 
etails  of  this  bill;  they  are  open  to  a  mend  meal, 


and  may  be  so  raried  and  n 

^nuble  to,  the  Commitiee.    But,  sir,  vpoo  ibt 
whole,  I  eauBot  see  any  feaiDre  of  this  bill  aa- 


reasonaUe.  It  is  designed  to  pat  all  oar  citiieei 
upon  m  equal  footing;  its  tendency  ie  to  prsivM 
fraud ;  it  holds  OM  an  iadaoement  to  an  uDfoitt- 
nate  maa  lo  nrrender  to  his  creditors  tiis  piop- 
erty,  beleogtag  to  ihem,  before  he  has  wholly  ei- 
pended  it ;  and  it  gives  ibem  a  oontrol  aver  the 
iVautlaleDt  and  dishonest  who  are  indebtad  Ie 
them.  B^  giriag  to  the  debtor  a  discharge,  it 
reKores  hira  to  society,  and  gives  to  falm  ma  op- 
portunity of  retrieving  his  eircumstanoas,  edn- 
oatiag  hit  ohildtea,  and  beeoming  meM  himneU. 
There  are  many  instances,  nnder  the  former 
banknipt  law,  of  debtors,  who  had  beeadisebarged 
nnder  its  previsfoos,  naying  afletwaidi  to  their 
creditors  the  whole  of  tbir  debts,  with  interest  i 
and  it  ought  to  be  remarked,  that  if  the  debtot 
does  not  sarreader  tbe  whole,  be  remains  liable 
his  ^scharge  no  I  withstanding. 

It  has  bera  stated  by  Ihe  heaotable  ganrieman 
from  Pennsylvania,  that  there  an  upwards  of 
scv^y  Ibousaod  who  now  are  faeU  by  their 
creditors,  and  who  hare  lakea  the  beaelh  of  tbe 
insolvent  laws,  Ther  are,  of  coune,  withoDt 
the  reach  of  them,  and  live  upon  tbeir  creditors' 
property  in  defiance  of  them.  They  are  useless 
to  society,  and  are  wtlhoat  inducement  to  tebits 
of  industry  or  morality.  Tbey  have  sc4icited 
tbsir  creditors  lo  lake  all  they  possess,  but  hare 
found  them  erael  and  ioexorable.  By  their  em- 
bacraesBwnts  they  are  deprired  of  tbe  aid  of  that 
ftiend^  and  tfaay  are  by  force  driven  to  the  pilW 
and  practice  of  viee.  And  this  number  is  in  ik 
habit  of  reoemog  eontiitDal  additions.  Is  it  m 
a  aabjaci  wottby  of  atteoiion  7  Oagbi  not  aom 
means  to  be  adopted  to  ehaek  this  iocreaaiM 
«ril,  aiMl  Ihesa  men  be  reriored  to  society  t  Tk 
property  now  in  ibafr  ponessien  rrootd  be  r»- 
tavaed  to  thair  creditors,  aad  many  of  Aom,  per- 

XBMsf  o[  item,  upright  but  aafernaate,  pro- 
with  aaatarials  to  commenee  a  secontl  aad 
a  mors  prosperous  jmrsuiL  I  cannot  bat  hope 
Ihe  aalnett  will  be  found  meriting  itte  attMiiea 
of  the  Cammictaa,  and  the  bill  upon  tbe  table  re- 
eeire  tkalr  support. 

Mr.  Colston  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill  sad 
against  striking  out  the  Grtt  seetion. 

Mr.  HopEinaon  said,  be  was  not  iaaeBeibfe  of 
the  impaiianae  manifested  fay  the  Committee  db- 
der  the  diseuiaion  of  this  bill ;  and,  on  an  ordta- 
ary  oeaasion,  wvnid  not,  for  his  own  i^e.  intrude 
hiuuetf  again  upon  its  attention.  But  he  coa- 
sidered  the  subject  of  too  much  impoiUiMe  to 
those  whose  interests  he  was  bound  to  mainlaia, 
to  be  abandoned  on  any  personal  considerations. 
He  vataatin  the  habit  of  asking  Ihe  earof  ihii 
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I  ton,  mad  be  Knr  did  it  m- 
In^anllr,  bnt  as  bt  beUaved  MCceMrilT-  Mr. 
H.  uij,  it  «u  hiB  iacenciaa  w  confina  faimMU' 
to  the  objectioaa  wbicb  had  been  made,  frosi 
nrioOB  qnarteTs  of  the  Hodm,  to  the  bill  on  tke 
imUe;  to  atata  tfaeot  Airljr  and  djaiinctlr ;  to  aa- 
awer  Ihem  mtb  aandor  and  praodion,  and  to 
avoid  any  rapelitioa  of  the  FeSiarkt  win  wbiek 
'    d  iniKMacad  tbe  bill,  except  ao  lar  as  a  t»- 


o  bi*  priDclple*  misht  be  found  n 
Mry  (o  npal  the  xuaoki  nade  upon  tbcnt.  IB 
the  coanacDMmflfli  of  ibis  debate,  Mr.  H.»td, 
h«  bad  slated  aercral  grovBdi,  aaffioieiK,  in  his 
jodgnMBt.  to  snpport  Ibe  bill,  and  prare  iba  iw- 
caMiif  o(  adopting  aotae  ^ncral  and  ttmfbrm 
syatem  to  garerd  and  regiriate  ih«  exteiMiM 
■ad  eomplionted  relatiou  between  craditora  %mi 
debtors.  He  bad  relied,  in  a  limited  HMUiner,  on 
tbe  CoBttiloiiaDtil  obltgellon  to  profile  raiBe 
•eeh  trnoiD  i  be  bad  arged  ibe  egcunpla  Mtd  ex>- 
Mrienee  of  ercry  cMMiiereiat  antiaa  in  ibeworid; 
he  tiad  eodnverad  to  show  ibal  it  was  peealiaiir 
necessaiT  bere,  ftwD  tbc  letnre  of  our  confeder- 
•led  Oonrament:  tbe  eonaMreial  iuetcoona 
kept  op  bMwacB  iba  seraal  Sntes,  eaeawial  to 
ttM  prcepcritjr  of  all )  and,  abttre  all,  frona  ibc 

£10*1*10(18  and  praoiioal  tSteU  of  tbe  IdsoItMI 
iwa  of  tbe  sevetat  8Uite*,  deslniiMiTe  of  aU  boa- 
«Bt  dealiag;  af  all  oonmercial  eonfldeitee  and 
oiedit ;  and  of  erarr  moral  prineiple  aad  (eeliog. 


toacked  and  raappmobsd ;  ifaef 
peached,  both  in  peiai  of  fni  ftad  argiKBent ; 
and  if  ikej  fasTe  a  strvagib  Hiffiaieai  to  soatain 
the  bill,  itui  airangth  la  unintpeired.  Uf  rv 
marks  npon  the  Consiitsiional  peiat  bare  been 
eniirely  mtaimdecetood, aliboogb-l  tboogfai  I  took 
eare  to  pteserre  than  from  mHlDMrpretatioD.  1 
ban  never  eoMcadad,  aaid  Mr.  K.,  tbu  ibere  is 
an  abeoiai^  iodispeasable,  CaasiUntieDal  obliga- 
tion on  Coagresi  to  pats  a  baakrapt  taw ;  but  I 
do  eontand,  ibM  it  comes  ao  reeoiameodcd  to  » 
by  ibe  Canstitatiiw,  aad  b*  ifaa  people,  who  speak 
ia  and  by  that  Constimoon,  that  we  mar  ■*>' 
disegaid  it;  ibai  it  ia  our  itatr  to  eseniae  tbe 
porwer,  lo  exeoDie  tbe  trust,  aalM^  on  a  foil  end 
nb  iaveMigation  of  the  aatgeei,  it  shall  be  maai- 
ftaUy  nnwise  nod  jnjnrioiis  to  the  nation  to  do 
ao.  1  do  contend,  tfeat  this  bigb  and  geaenl 
dfltf  ought  pot  to  M  ditneaaed  wicb  on  dovbtfnl 
rensoMj  on  fa  ypethMieu  arga  meats,  dnwn  alio- 
mher  froma  pretuaMdabnseofthelaw;  BMieh 
fess  fnim  an  indulgence  of  old  prqodleea  or  local 
Tiews  aad  iniweeta.  It  is  a  great  aatiaaal  oijcot 
of  legialation ;  it  should  be  daeided  on  aaiioeal 
jvineiples;  it  ia  doniy  inttresting  to  a  rest  aad 
Taluahle  poiiioQ  of  the  people  of  Ibis  eoaairy ;  it 
sbonld,  tbereToie,  be  ootuudeced  ia  relation  to 
those  interests,  and  deietmined  on  a  fair  cMnpar* 
isoD  between  tbe  good  it  will  oertalnlf  proctece 
to  tfais  cUsB,  and  ihe  eril  it  may  infliel,  if  any, 
onttierestof  theeomnninity.  TtiiaOo*etaiDent 
ia  founded  on  a  coroprOBiseofiDteieeta.aDd  every 
one  has  afiiir  claim  to  aiieniion  and  regard. 
What  reply,  said  Mr.  H.,  fats  been  nade  t 


argnmnt-dtmwn  from  the  etpetieaee  ot  other 
oonmerdal  natieas?  An  honorable  gentleman 
telle  ns,  that,  as  to  France,  and  Bpain,  and  Hol- 
land, we  bare  no  certain  infbrmstioD  of  tbe  na- 
tnraof  their  pnrlaionton  this  subject;  and,^ 
"use,  cannot  judge  bow  ibr  tber  aapport  the 
tan  now  proposed.  It  ia,  laid  Mr.  H.,  enongb 
■M  they  bare  aome  system,  wbleh  is  aniferm, 
certain,  and  bnown,  by  which  ibe  ereditor  is 
tome  way  prateeied  from  fraud,  the  debtor  from 
omresslon,  and  tbe  eommonity  secured  in  the 
■drantagesof  a  insiaod  equal  conmereial  inter- 
ootme  between  its  citizen^  and  sccnred  fVom  the 
rhleh  nnst  result  frotn  tweaiy  diffnent 


ly  the  same  with  that  now  oAred  to  Ihe 
Commiltee,  enepting  uch  ebanges  as  tbe  aatare 
of  on  insiintioaa,  Uwi^  and  babiie,  hss  rendered 
profMr.  Is  there  then  any  nntjon  to  wboae  ez> 
pcnenee  and  wisdoni  on  oommeteial  maticra  we 
amy  look  wiib-moee  eoQEdanee  than  toEngtand  9 
*  know  of  none.  Sat  to  wcakm  the  force  of  this 
-ittlMTiiy;  an  beaorable  gtMleraaa  says,  some 
oAer  gentleman  baa  told  him,  that  LoH  Eldon 
told  that  gentleman  be  doobled  rerymoeb  4fl 
advaniate  of  the  bankrvpl  laws  oT  Bnglnnd. 
And  of  wiwt  importanee  is  this  opinion  of^Lord 
Bldon,  or  any  other  Lord,  againat  the  opinion  of 
the  Britiafa  Pnrliantent— of  tbe  Brilieh  nation  1 
It  a  very  likely  that  an  Biwlish  Leid  baa  rery 
little  inureal  in  a  banktapt  uw,  nod  may,  there- 
fore, iaiagUM  it  is  of  rery  Utile  Imporianee  to 
anybody.  This,  faowerer.  is  net  the  epinfen 
of  these  whose  diMy  it  ia  to  Look  to  every  interest 
ia  Ihe  nation ;  to  promote  the  proseeriiy  of  every 
interest,  and  derisc  and  eaaet  regulations  saitable 
for  erery  iatereai.  The  subject  bat  net  passed, 
tub  fjbwu,  in  tbe  British  Legialaiure ;  on  tbe 
contrary,  ef  late  yean,  it  ha*  rspeaiedly  eeme 
under  notioe  and  discassien.  Vatioas  amend- 
mMts  bare  been  introduced,  prineipally,!  belierc, 
by  Sir  Samuel  Romllly,  who  has  giMa  a  mbst 
ayceialaiteaiionlDthesabjocti  bat  iiiievet  en- 
tered into  hu  hmd  that  the  whole  miera  -mt 
pemieieas.  and  ought  to  be  repealed ;  aor  has 
any  eush  nramwiiioB  been  made  by  aof  body  in 
Ihe  Bof^ian  Paeliamant.  ThbeonvereMMaepia* 
ioo,  thescWa,  of  Lord  Bldon  is  eHitM  to  no 
oonsidetaciea  ]  and  bad  be  given  it  any  himself, 
he  would  hardly  bare  rentufed  Its  aturaaee. 

Tbunai  I  warranted  in  saying  thai  tbe  gtenada 
on  which  1  oigtaally  placed  tbU  bill  reaniael 
nn^kee,  iadaed  mtouehod ;  and  ib  oppeaents 
have  rUhei  resoned  to  tbe  dsiaila  tor  the  mate- 
rials  of  their  oppoeiiion.  I  shall  foHow  them  here 
also,  and  ahail  not  vk  mach  lime  of  tbe  Comnit- 
tec  in  making  my  reply.  Let  me  first,  hewerer, 
deal  on  this  snbjcet  with  that  frankoesB  and  Mr- 
noa  which  I  hope  always  to  maiaiaia.  This  is 
a  motion  to  strike  ont  ihefirstaectlenof  tbe  bill] 
intended  to  diasover  the  oense  cf  the  House  on 
the  ganetnl  principle  or  aobject-matter  of  the  bill, 
in  order  that  the  lime  of  the  Commiliee  may  not 
be  DOiuamtd  la  examining,  amending,  aad  u- 
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rugtag  itadfltiil*,  whcoatlaii  iberemar  not  be 
*  majoriir  of  ibe  Houie  tneni\j  lo  it,  I«|  it  be 
modified  ■«  it  may.  It  is  obTioui  that,  in  ' 
■tale  of  (be  queatioD,^ eotlemeD  may  vole  agaiDM 
diaposiog  of  ibe  bill  id  iblt  war,  wbo  Deveribe- 
leM  may  bate  iaiaperable  objecttona  to  sama  of 
the  dclaila.  Tbai  loere  may  thea  be  no  mitan- 
deniaDding  od  the  subjeclj  I  will  state  expJiciily 
what  i  consider  eEseotial  viial  prariiioiia.  witboai 
whicb  I  could  not  myself  rote  for  the  bill.    Those 

Knilemen,  therefore,  who  will  ooi  accept  it  with 
»e  prorisioQi,  are  fairly  adf  iacd  they  will  noi 
be  dispensed  with,  and  (ive  their  vote*  accord' 
ingly.  la  the  first  place,  I  coaiidet  the  limitatioa 
in  the  first  lection,  of  the  operation  of  the  law  tc 
traders,  to  ihoae  persona  who  really  life  by  buying 
and  selling,  as  absolutely  neceasary  to  ba  retained 
because  such  b«8obs  only  are  wilbin  the  reason 
and  policy  of  the  act,  and  becauae  it  is  by  this 
limitation  only  we  can  nrarent  thoae  abuses  and 
evila  which  mainly  pronnced  the  nnpopulariiy  of 
the  former  bankrupt  law,  and  whicb  are  greatly 
feltandeomplaiBcdofiaEnglaad.  Inlheseeond 
place,  I  bold  the  entire  and  absolaie  diseharge  of 
the  debtor,  aAat  he  has  fitllr  aairendered  nil  hia 
property,  and  satisfied  the  eontmiisioiiers  and  a 
specified  porlioa  of  his  creditors  of  Ibe  honesty 
of  his  condact,  ia  relation  to  the  caniea  of  hi 
failure,  bis  deportment  under  hia  diffiealiies,  an- 
the  fulaess  of  the  surrender  of  his  effects;  also 
to  be  indispeiiMble  to  the  great  usee  of  ibis  law, 
and  wilboBt  which  I  oannotsupport  it.  My  rea- 
aona  for  offering  ibis  and  other  advanuges  to 
amharrasscd  meit  have  been  already  explained. 
As  to  the  leu  important  details  ol  the  bill,  1  pro- 
fesa  myself  ready  aad  willing  to  accommodate 
ihem  to  the  wishes  of  genltemen,  knowing  that 
no  changes  will  be  desired  that  must  be  deitmc- 
(iTe  of  the  whole.  With  this  trowal,  I  proceed 
to  ootise  (hoae  objections  to  the  bill  wbicli  hare 
■inieic  me  as  reqninng  an  answer.  I  find  some 
general  errors  pervading  all  of  them,  which  j 
will  endearor  to  remoTe.  The  opponeots  of  (bis 
bill  have  nniformly  treated  it  as  a  measure  for 
■he  benefit  of  the  debmr  only,  overlooking  en- 
tirely the  nameroas  prorisions  for  (be  secur(ty  of 
the  creditor  i  ibe  power  afforded  to  him  to  pre- 
vent and  detect  fraod;  the  inducements  to  an 
early  turrander  and  bonest  disclosure  of  ihe  effeota 
of  the  bankrupt,  and  the  penalties  inflieied  on 
dicbonesiy ;  all  of  which  are  calculated  to  dis- 
cover and  and  obtain  for  Ibe  use  of  the  creditor 
tbe  whole  property  of  the  debut  by  a  fair  and 
equal  dbtnbution.  The  benefit  thus  afforded  to 
tiu  ciedilor  is  aa  ample  and  effeetnal  as,  under 
the  circnmstaneea,  justice,  or  reason,  or  ptriiey 
ean  icqaire:  and  the  power  taken  from  him  is 
ooly  that  of  exercising  a  wanton  and  nselesa  criH 
elty  over  the  life  and  happiness  of  the  uaforta- 
naie.  A  great  ponton  of  the  remarks  uiged 
•gainst  the  bill  has  its  foandaiion  in  another  er- 
ror. Qentlemen  have  lasted  their  ingenuity  (o 
imtwioe  cases  of  bardahip  and  isiosdce  to  a 
creditor,  which  may  by  possibility  happen  after 
this  law  is  enacted.  This  may  be  all  true,  hut 
does  ti  furuiah  any  atNiud  objeoiion  lo  it  f    It 


amounts  to  do  more  than  thia :  tbc^  era  under 
ihh  lyatem,  creditors  will  not  always  obnia  (heir 
dd>ls  from  their  failing  debton;  and  ibat  fnads 
may  aomeiimea  happen  in  spite  of  all  tb»t  m 
can  do  to  prevent  tbem.  And  does  anybody 
doubt  (his?  Murders  and  larceniea,  and  every 
crime  on  your  penal  list,  are  perpetrated  ftom 
day  Id  day,  but  it  was  never  therefore  imagised 
there  shotild  be  no  laws  to  prevent  aod  puniil 
cpimes.  To  must  consider  thb  bankrupt  syitiai 
not  as  professing  to  create  gvo^rty  to  pay  debb. 
but  only  to  aid  Ibe  creditor  in  obtaintng  saeli 
properly  as  bis  debtor  posaeases  for  thai  purpose; 
not  as  UQishiagvieeaodfrand from  the  detliagi 
of  men,  but  as  dtnuniahing  ibem  by  Ihe  imu 
operation  of  rewards  atid  pnaisbmenia.  Tea 
must  cossider  it  iacMnparison  with  the  inBotreni 
laws  which  now  govern  these  nutters,  and  fairly 
decide  between  tbe  effceis  of  one  nnd  the  oiher- 
It  is  enough  that  the  baukmpt  law  affords  do  en- 
couragement or  &cilitiea  to  fiand ;  bni  does  «I1 
that,  perhaps,  can  be  done  to  prevent  it.  Aisother 
error,  which  has  been  •  frailfiit  aourea.  of  objec- 
tioo,  is  this,  Oentlenien  take  for  granted  that 
every  bukropt  is  a  ngae,  a  erimiaal,  and  may 
be  treated  as  sneh  ;  (hat  he  is  entitled  to  no  com- 
miseration from  anybody ;  and  that  any  law 
which  mayalleTiaiehiisa&rinn  or  improve  hit 
coodiiiou  IS  really  a  violatioaoftfae  rights  of  jua- 
lice  and  moraiiiy.  Nothing  can  be  more  nnjast 
than  Ibis  opinion.  Many,  very  many  of  these 
oaenare  the  true  victims  of^misifartane;  aod  some 
of  then  oannot  be  chafed  even  witb  imprn- 
denoe.  They  retain  the  respect  of  toeietf  and 
the  affection  and  confidence  of  ibeir  friends  ;  aod 
are  not  those  eonupied  outcasts  in  whose  fortune 
or  fate  no  bonest  man  should  take  any  eoncerii. 

The  great  aUempt  to  break  down  this  bill  has 
been  made  by  exciting  the  jenioaay  and  hoaiility 
of  the  agriculturist  and  maonlaclurer  aniust  it. 
They  are  loJd  we  are  raising  up  a  priviTegcd  or- 
der of  neu  in  society;  who  are  to  bere  righii 
and  immunities  denied  lootheta,  and  enjoy  favon 
of  peculiar  indulgence.  Really,  from  represeto- 
tioas  of  this  sort,  one  wonld  suppose  thai,  insMl 
of  inploring  tbe  rights  of  humanity  for  a  aoOr 
ing  band  of  nnfonuoale  end  rained  merehaak, 
we  were  endesvoringtoiastitute  some  new  onto 
of  nobility.  I  pray  you,  sir,  and  the  Cominilicei 
In  imagtostion,  to  bring  before  yoo  thia  iigbtf 
privileged  order ;  then  judge,  and  *ay  if  tiere  ba 
anything  in  them  iliai  ahonld  alarm  the  fcan  o( 
■waken  the  jealoasicsot  the  moat  aensittre  friends 
of  equal  rights.  Array  thembefore  you  t  look  at 
tbnt  cownteoanees,  humbled  by  a  long  coarse  ^ 
misfortune  \  their  spirits  broken  by  mortificatioai 
their  garments  shabby  and  tattered;  their  whofa 
appenranee  bespeakiug  tbe  wants  of  poverty  and 
the  negligence  of  despair.  In  this  group  of 
wretchedness  you  will  see,  too,  mothers  and  chil- 
dren, even  more  dejected,  more  pitiaUe,  than  the 
auihurs  of  their  sunerin^  This,  sir,  ia  the  privi- 
leged order  of  which  yon  have  heard  N  much. 
It  is  the  Order  of  Miaerf. 

One  honorable  gentleman,  from  Virginia,  ha* 
told  us  that  he  appeats  on  this  floor  ia  behalf  of 
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tbe  agriculuiriili,iapteTmt  tbiaiannidRUeaTtl; 
this  disiiDetima  or  n^bts  to  their  prejadJee.  1 
hare  no  desire  oa  Ebia  or  aof  oihei  oeetaioa  to 
create  jealouain  amoog  the  different  oceupalioni 
of  our  ciiizeH,  which  mf  diatoib  the  harmony 
of  the  whole,  and  are  without  any  jnn  foanda- 
tioD.  Bat  when  that  hoaorable  genllemnn  con- 
aiders  ibis  bill  lueh  aa  invasioo  apoo  iba  rights 
of  the  farmer  thai  he  tbinka  ii  iDcnmbeDt  upon 
him  •peeialJy  to  appear  Id  their  behalf,  and  for 
their  proleotion  j  when  he  lelb  na  they  are  the 
moreeaiiiled  to  tbia  uoteetion,  beeauM  for  them- 
aelvei  they  ask  nothing,  Ihey  get  nothing,  they 
desire  nothing ;  it  is  impossible  to  withhold  the 
remark,  that  if  there  be  any  prifileged  order  of 
eitizena  among  as,  at  laait  in  the  State  in  which 
Uwt  boBOtabte  gentleman  resides,  it  is  these  very 
UDpreleading,  ananuming  landholders.  Who 
does  that  geniieman  represent  here  7  Landbold- 
•ro,  and  ooly  titem.  Wko  but  a  landhaldet  had 
a  right  to  vote  eilbw  for  him  or  aMinst  him  T 
Wbo  but  a  laadbeldet  <an  be  voted  for  to  any 
office  1  Nay,  to  be  trintid  aa  a  jiuor  ia  that  State, 
yoQ  mast  lie  a  piiqtrieioT  of  it*  soil.  I  do  not 
maatioQ  then  thin^  in  the  qiirit  of  complaint 
or  Kpreaeb.  It  is  not  fm  me  to  ariaijni  the  wis- 
dom or  policy  of  tbosa  who  govern  VitgiaU  oi 
anjr  other  Slate ;  b«  assuredly  the  landbotder  of 
Virginia  is  ibe  laai  aiaii  in  onr  eonairy  who 
should  be  so  delioaie  abont  privileges,  or  steads 
in  need  of  proteeiioa  agaiaai  ihem.  We  have 
bad,  from  oihev-geoilemen,  a  eomparalive  display 
of  the  nsefoloesa  and  impcrtaoce  of  the  thiee  ereat 
classes  of  society }  theagiicaIturi9t,themerciiBni, 
aod  ibe  manufaoiBter.  This  Is  an  old  snbjeeC 
that  has  been  discussed  a  thousand  times;  and  I 
thought  had  settled  down,  after  so  much  toil  and 
eoniroTcrsjr,  where  common  sense  would  have 
placed  it  in  the  beginning.  They  work  all  to- 
gether ;  they  are  mniually  aod  equally  neeeMtry 
lo  each  other ;  the  bouaess  of  the  country  flows 
through ihemallinaeonCiaacdcircnktioBi  tfaey 
are  parts  of  oae  great  whole,  and  an  injury  or 
benefit  to  na*  one  of  ikem  is  immadtatcly  felt  by 
the  others.  It  has  been  sirenaoualy  iusisted  that 
the  farmer  abotild  be  eetiiied  to  what  are  called 
the  benefit*  of  this  law;  that  is,  that  be  should 
be  entitled  to  haTe:a  eommiasion  of  bankrupley 
taken  out  against  him  in  the  asanner  and  for  the 
acts  preseriicd  in  the  kw.  I  will  not  rnini  the 
ar^umeauof  nyeoUengne  toihowthat  theCon- 
suiutional  power  under  wbioh  we  are  neling,  was 
intended  to  be  apF^ied  only  to  eonmereial  men 
and  their  traosaetioos,  and  oanoot  in  the  inie 

Siiil  nod  meaning  of  the  Constitution  be  extended 
rtber.  1  think  it  is  moat  ebvioni  and  demon- 
strable, that,  if  we  had  the  pewer  to  include  the 
farmer  withm  the  provision  of  a  bankrupt  system, 
it  would  be  uuerly  impolitic  and  unjust  to  do  so; 
I  mean  as  regards  the  farmer  himself;  and  that 
these  privities,  as  they  are  termed,  so  proper 
and  beneficial,  when  ^plied  l«  the  merebant, 
would  be  atiaolately  dcstrnctire  of  the  agrloul- 
turitt.  Look  at  the  acts  of  bankruptcy  speeiSed 
in  the  bill,  and  antboriziog  a  commiMcn ;  and 
see  what  would  be  their  dbcl  upon  the  fanner. 
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Reflect  upon  the  reaaoo  of  the  power  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  creditor  of  the  one,  and  otwerve 
bow  totally  iaappUeable  it  is  to  the  condition  of 
tbectber.  TbeaclaofbaDkraptcy maybedivided 
into  two  classes!  thoae  whieh  indicate  fraud, and 
thosewhiehfurnish  unequivocal  evidence  that  the 
effects  of  Ibe  debtor  are  inadequate  to  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts.  In  both  eases  the  Isw  anesta 
tbe  eourse  of  the  debtor;  takes  his  property  and 
aflairi  out  of  his  bands,  and  appropriates  his  ef- 
fects to  the  use  of  his  creditors.  Now,  the  differ- 
eaee  between  the  farmer  and  merchant,  in  this 
respect,  consists  in  this;  that,  from  the  nature  of 
their  businest  and  the  nature  of  their  property, 
thesame  act  which  would  be  satisfactory  evidence 
of  the  insolvency  of  the  merchant,  and  therefore 
jostilies  a  eom  mission  of  bankruptcy  aninst  him, 
is  no  evidenee  of  the  insolvency  of  a  farmer,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  justify  the  same  proceeding 
against  him.  For  instance,  it  is  bo  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy in  a  trader  to  renaia  two  monihs  in  prison 
for  debt ;  and  why  is  it  so  ?  Beoause,  consider^ 
ing  the  facility  with  which  a  trader  may  obtain 
money,  while  he  retains  his  credit,  by  notes  and 
hank*  and  various  aecimimoda lions  in  nse  amonr 
commercial  men ;  eonsldering  the  facility  with 
wbioh  be  may  raise  funds  od  bis  stock  in  trade, 
bv  pledging  or  selling  ir,  it  may  fairly  be  con- 
cluded that  neither  his  credit  nor  stock,  nor  both, 
are  competent  lo  the  payment  of  bis  debts  when 
he  suffers  himself  to  be  so  long  imprisoned  for  a 
debt;  in  short,  that  he  is  insolvent,  and  ought  no 
longer  to  be  trusted  to  continue  his  buncus  or 
dispose  of  his  effects ;  aod  the  law  therefore  puts 
a  st(^  to  both.  How  diflereot  is  the  ease  of  tbe 
farmer.  He,  gencially,  lives,  where  tbe  compli- 
cated system  of  mercantile  credit  and  accommo- 
dation is  unknown ;  and  where  money  is  not 
heaped  together  in  known  plaeee  for  the  use  of 
those  who  can  furniah  the  eiutomarv  eeeurity  for 
ra|Myment ;  his  property,  iboogh  TalaaUe,  is  un- 
wieldy, and  ean  neither  be  easily  turned  into 
money,  nor.  pledged  for  loaat,  except  in  ways 
altogether  iaefleeinal  foe  sudden  emergencies,  I* 
it  not  ofavioua,  then,  that  Ibe  inability  of  such  a  , 
man  to  pny  a  debt,  aad  his  consequent  impiiseiH 
meat  for  a  time,  may  be  no  evidence  of  hu  gen- 
eral insolvency,  or  the  inccmpeteney  of  his  prop* 
ettytomeeteverf  demaadnponit}  The  capital 
of  the  merehaat  la  a  fund  which  he  may  always 
command  to  its  whole  extant  for  the  payment  of 
his  debts,  while  the  farmer  must  depend  not  upon 
the  capital,  which  is  his  lud,  and  must  not  be 
separated  from  him,  but  upon  bis  profits  on  the 
prodaceof  hiacapitaL  This  comes  only  at  fixed 
periods  ;  this  may  not  always  instantly  have  a 
market;  aad  it  is,  therefore,  notorious,  that  n 
farmer  really  worth  twenty  or  thirty  theusand 
dollars  may  sometimes  be  unable  lo  command 
one  thousand.  Would  you,  therefore,  make  him 
a  tankrupt?  Would  you  take  poisasslOB  of  bis 
farm,  his  stock,  his  everything,  and  turn  him  out , 
without  a  home  t  Would  you  sell,  under  any  cit- 
cnmatances  of  disadvantage,  bis  land,  bis  cattle, 
his  uleneila;  and  discover,  after  you  have  ruined 
him  beyssd  redemption,  thai  " 
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Ike  Maovnt  of  his  d«bi>— ibfti  no  nxia  woold  baTs 
losttfarlhiogbyhim  hidbit  baaineBscontiBaed; 
■nd  that  ihoH  itcts  and  ciTenmsiancH  which,  in 
tbecaseofairader,  ate  coflcloBive  proofs  of  general 
jmolTflDey,  are  do  erideoce  whatever  of  this  suie 
of  ibiDgs  with  a  farmer  1  It  is,  Iherefoie,  as  the 
friend  of  the  agricullurisi,  ibai  I  would  eielude 
him  from  iheprorisioDtofihebankrDpt  taw;  ibai 
I  would  not  ezpote  him  lo  a  power  which  might 
crush  him  to  atoms,  in  violation  crfeverypriBciple 
(J  poller  and  justice.  But,  while  I  would  not 
expose  the  farmer,  to  the  injuries  of  the  law,  is  it 
aot  equally  true  that  I  aS<»d  him  its  moil  ralu* 
ablt  beaenisl  He  is,  abora  all  men,  (wheua 
creditor,)  interested  in  the  passing  of  this  law  ; 
for  bf  it  only  cau  he  hope  for  any  part  of  the 

Kpeiiy  of  his  insolreat  debtor.  The  casa  has 
n  ■(rosgly  put  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York.  The  i^nUrofihe  South  sends 
hiioittton  or  bis  rice  to  the  merchaut  of  ibe  North ; 
the  merobant  fails,  and  the  plauier  cornea  to  look 
for  hii  pioiierir  or  his  money ;  he  finds  that,  at- 
though  unkaown  to  him,  this  man  has  long  been 
in  a  loitering  couditioBi  that  his  eoiton  bu  gone 
to  slop  this  or  that  preasing  demand,  or  pay  this 
or  that  iaToriie  creditor,  while  he  who  was  die- 
tant.  and  therefore  not  impanunateor  dangerous, 
baa  been  disregarded  and  defrauded.  How  would 
this  be  under  the  operaiion  of  a  baubropi  jawl 
The  fraud  would  hare  been  pterented — these 
preferences  oirertbrown,  and  the  disunt  eteditor 
permitted  to  receive  an  equal  aod  just  proporiioo 
of  the  property  of  his  debtor.  The  law  would 
guard  him  when  he  could  not  guard  himself,  aud 
watch  for  him  when  be  could  not  observe  tbi 
mischief  that  was  working  against  bim. 

But  another,  and,  I  may  sa^,  most  eztreordioary 


in  the  ipprehensiona  they  hare  eipretsed  on  this 

a;  DQt,  I  fear,  the  uncbaritaDle  world  will 
J  gira  them  et«dit  for  it.  A  bankrupt  law, 
wc  are  told,  is  productive  of  controversies,  and 
this  law  sbotild  be  rejeoled  beoauae  it  will  in- 
*eieaae  litigation.  Raally,  when  I  bear  gentle- 
men  of  our  profession  Mpreiaing  this  tender  sen- 
sibility on  the  sutjjtct  ot  litigation,  aad  depM- 
cating  any  mtaanre  which  may,  h^  auy  poasi- 
btUty,  iuereaae  it,  I  eaanot  bol  say, "  ttnuo  DatuuM 
dona  ftrtntu."    But  I  beg  them  lodiaaiaa  ibis 


Nothing  ia  more  obvious  or  demonstrable  thao' 
that  the  effect  oi  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
lopley}  of  the  adaption  of  general,  consistent,  aad 
known  rulea  to  gorero  the  relatione  of  debtor  aad 
creditor  tbreughoni  theUitited  States,  moat  u 
sariiy  be  todiminiahlitigatioB.  Tbisietbeneces- 
sarjr  (eodeacy  of  certain  and  koown  rules  on  any 
subject,  and  on  this  most  eapecially.  A  baakropt 
^atem  in  its  general  features,  and,  indeed,  in  naost 
of  its  details,  has  been  so  long  esisblisbed  and  in 
full  operation  in  Boglaud,  that  a  question  can 
acareelf  now  arise  under  it  that  be*  not  receired 
a  Jodicial  dceisiou ;  whicb,  oi  course,  woald  bare 


its  weight  in  onr  courts.  There  is,  at  this  liaae, 
as  little  unsettled  matter  ia  the  baHmpt  law  at 
Bagland  as  any  other  part  of  her  jaii^trodeMe. 
Mow  ia  this  with  respect  lo  oar  insalvenc  bwsT 
What  litigation,  what  endless  strife  xattf  mat  be 
apprehended  from  the  operation  of  Iweaiy  yM' 
"lous,  conflicting,  irreeOBcileable  syaienw  «faa 
he  same  subject  1  The  iribanais  who  •dauius- 
ter  (bese  laws  are  as  various  and  diaMnUat  ai 
tbe  laws  iheaaselves;  here  it  is  the  LeqfUlatnrc— 
there  some  common  law  court,  and  in  anotha 
place  a  chancellor.  The  mode  of  proceeding,  so 
important  to  be  known  to  ibe  creditor,  cbai^ 
with  the  nature  of  the  tribunal,  and  the  eredirar 
has  lost  bis  right  before  be  has  discovered  b»w 
or  where  be  shonU  pursue  it.  The  tiket  of  the 
discharge  is  not  mere  naiform;  in  some  plaeca 
the  person  of  tbe  dtbtsr  only  ie  libarared;  ia 
others  the  debt  is  wholly  discbamd.  When  we 
inquire  into  tbe  ialuenee  of  ii«  diaehmrgc  in 
other  States,  the  result  is  «iiU  mere  uDCtfriaia  ; 
nay,  it  is  absoiuiely  inaeiutable.  I  v«tat«  wii  b~ 
out  fear  on  the  assertion,  tbu  there  is  not  a  V^-w- 
ver  in  this  House  who  caa  answer  the  inquiry. 
If  you  ask  tbe  court  in  Pcmuylvania  whether  it 
wiU  regard  the  insriveat  disebarge  of  another 
State,  yon  cannot  receive  a  direct  answer  a£Brm- 
atirely  or  negatirely;  yoa  will  be  told  that  Ibe 
answer  to  this  question  depends  upon  tbe  answer 
to  another;  that  is,  whether  the  other  Stale  re- 
cognises the  dischaivesofFennsvlvania;  in  which 
case,  as  a  tnaiier  of  courtesy,  Peansylvenia  will 
regard  the  rights  of  the  citisens  there.  Tbe  per- 
sfNtal  liberty  of  the  citizen  is  thus  made  to  de- 
pend not  on  any  known  law,  but  oa  ibe  eoarteaf 
of  courts ;  and  yon  may,  at  the  same  momeot, 
nee  a  eitlien  of  one  Siaie  discharged  from  arrest, 
and  another  committed  to  prison,  under  prceiselr 
ike  same  circumstances,  except  this  reeipiocaf, 
captieioas,  arbitrsrv  connesy.  Certoialy,  ifaen, 
we  have  here  abundant  MBrees  of  liiigatioe ;  all 
of  which  wiU  he  dried  up  under  an  uniform  ayv 
tem,of  law.  But  these  iS'Srill  another;  there  is 
a  constant  airoggle  among  tbe  erediiora  of  one 
embaimaitd for  aovaiits«ee)  fbr  aesigniaenia  ;  Ibr 
prdeieaecs  in  all  lb«r  forms;  and  Ibe  hanissid 
distracted  debtor  endeavor*  to  quiei  and  satis^ 
tk«n  alL  The  resolt  U,  a  neort  to  lawyers  fa 
eounsel  ta  ihe  coaeoetion  <tf  these  ndvaotagee; 
and,  flaaitr,  an  appeal  u  tbe  eourte  to  dtcide 
upon  the  elaime  of  Ihe  outdidatca.  If,  tbee,  ihia 
dread  of  litigation  works  so  sHongly  ia  Ihe  mindi 
a(  tbe  oi^OBCMs  of  this  bill,  1  hope  we  shall  see 
tbem  among  its  wariaeat  friends. 

I  will  aowaonuder  an  objeetiMi  which  I  have 
reason  to  believe  has  no  iaooneideraUe  iaBoenee 
with  soise  of  the  members  of  the  Committee.  It 
is  alleged  that  the  experiment  of  a  baakmpt  law 
has  been  once  fairlyiried,  and  foaitd  so  pemieiooi 
in  its  eflecis  that  it  was  repealed  in  a  very  short 
lime  wilh  an  unanimity  almost  without  eiample. 
This  argument  should  have  very  little  forec  in  a 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  when  we  look 
round  and  see  how  entirely  it  has  been  disre- 
garded in  rdatioa  to  other  sabjeMs  to  which  it 
has  an  equal  applioatiw.    An  wperimeni  wu 
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msde  of  a  Bkok  of  tbc  Uollcd  Sutn,  nnd  at  the 
ezpiraiiMi  of  ils  charter  it  wu  deemed  eitfaer 
oseleM  or  m  wnileioM  ih«[  b  renewal  i>r  the 
charter  was  Teinsed;  and  yet  a  ■Qbaequent  Cob- 
gress,  in  deHanee  of  tfiig  deeislsn  of  tii«ir  pnde- 
cessori,  re-esiabliahed  «  Bank  or  Ibe  Unlled 
SlBtes.  What  law  waa  ever  repealed  with  so 
much  Dnanimilr,  I  may  say  with  spcfa  toad  ao' 
clamatioD  of  applaaM,  as  that  paued  ia  the  Presl- 
denOf  of  Mr.  Aaanu,  ereaiinf  a  syiteih  of  tDterDel 
taxation?  Btit  tbia  was  thought  no  renaoD  whf 
it  shoald  not  anerwardi  be  re-enaeted.  These 
instaneea  odIt  ahow  that  good  lawt  may  be  rashlj' 
repeated;  and  that  honorable  men,  when  brooghi 
to  Tote  upon  them,  wilt  do  lo  wiihoot  reenrrtog 
to  former  opiafona  or  prejndices,  but  on  a  fnll 
eoBiideralion  of  their  meriri.  At  leaM  ihev  abow 
that  laws,  eren  if  once  properly  repealed  may 
■fterwarda,  under  other  ci re um stances,  or  by  ihe 
ligrbt  of  mere  experience,  be  foDDd  wiee  and  ne- 
cesHry.  Bnt  to  meet  Ibe  oHeciioo,  as  particu- 
larly applied  to  the  bankrupt  law,  I  have  alraady 
BUffgeBted,  and  Wit)  not  repeat  mj  obaerTalioaa  on 
this  point,  that  the  uDpopularlty  of  the  law  of 
1800  was  mainly  owing  to  the  generality  of  its 
protisioDs,  eobnKJDg  profcssioas  and  eletaea  of 
men  not  within  its  odgfnal  design  or  pbticr. 
This  eril  is  guarded  agminst  ia  the  preaeni  bill; 
which  alsodiflersfrom  the  former  law  by  the  In- 
(rodoelion  of  sereial  important  ameDdmentB  ... 
the  beneti  of  the  creditor,  and  the  secortty  of 
bona  fide  traDsaetions  with  the  debtor,  unknown 
in  1800.  The  effect,  therefore,  of  the  law  now 
offered  must  not  be  judged  of  br  the  fottner  law 
nor  sfaoold  It  be  condemned  by  a  itandard  tt 
which  it  is  so  dissimilar.  Again,  sir,  I  deny  that 
the  former  act  bad  a  fhir  triaT,  or  the  people  a  fair 
opportunity  of  jodging,  by  that  experiment,  of 
the  legitimate  operation  and  nses  of  a  bankrupt 
system.  Tbe  eommeretal  imporianee  and  anter- 
priaeof  the  United  States  beean  with  tfaeadop- 
tfon  of  the  presetit  Constitution,  and  before  the 
jMr  1800  ha^  extended  themselrea  beyond  exam- 
ple. IntheasmeperiodBaropebecameeoDrutseil 
wHh  revelations  and  war,  ana  nentra)  cammeree 
vipueed  to  Ibe  arUtnty  rioienee  of  the  contend- 
ing Power*.  The  cotnequeoce  of  this  sute  of 
thiBge  wasineTilaMe;  oor  country  grew  ertrara- 
gmily  and  snddenly  rich  by  the  twgtegate  of  oor 
eoBimerdal  exert  Ions,  iriiite  indtri  duals  were 
daily  falling  Into  ruin  by  the  tioexpeated  orders 
sad  decrees,  and  the  nnanthorized  nolenee  of  the 
belliserents.  Remember,  sir,  that  in  ail  ibis  time 
we  had  no  bankrupt  law;  aod  the  unforianate 
trader  had  norccoatse  for  relief  but  the  merey  of 
his  creditors,  or  the  reftige  of  the  insolreni  aela; 
which  conU  be  obtained  only  by  a  surrender  of 
the  remnaDi  of  his  fortune.  The  conseqnenee 
waa,  that  when,  in  1800,  the  battkmpt  taw  was 
«iMeted,  there  had  acenmnlated  a  rest  mass  of  in- 
«otTent  debtors  who  had  prerioasly  been  stripped 
«f  every  cent.  These  men  were  necessarily  the 
orsi  to  fly  to  the  assisiance  and  ptoteclton  of  the 
bankrupt  act  to  enable  them  again  to  embaik '~ 


obtaining  the  diaebarge  afforded  by  the  lysieik 
who  sBtreudered  little  or  nothing  to  their  endi- 
tors,  and  were  indeed,  id  many  inaiancet,  enabled 
to  ]My  the  cxpensea  oiT  a  commiaaiofi  only  by  Ihe 
kindness  of  their  friends.  They  saw,  too,  that  in 
nlmost  all  Ibe  eases  the  eommission  was  aTideatly 
taken  ow  at  the  inatanee  of  iha  baokmpi  hinuclf, 
«tthough  pretending  lo  be  a  proceeding  of  ih«  cred- 
itor againat  the  bankrupt.  Can  we  wondei  then 
that  tbe  nnbtie  should  exclaim,  if  this  ia  theeAet 
of  a  banirnpt  law,  it  is  really  intended  only  fer 
the  debtor,  and  aSbrda  nothing  to  the  ei«ditor1 
The  real  truth  of  the  matter  ii,  that  these  erils 
grow  not  out  of  the  bankrupt  law,  but  from  the 
want  of  it;  sod  it  is  most  najtiil  to  charge  uptw 
the  system  those  mischiefs  which  were  engen- 
dered when  it  did  not  exist,  and  vfaich  never 
would  hare  had  birth  if  it  had  existed,  [f,  iu  tbe 
period  mentioned,  there  had  been  a  bankrupt  law, 
iIm  debtors  would  ha*e  ran  on  until  all  they  bid 
was  wasted;  and  the  ooniplaiutswhiofa  hare  bees 
made  would  nerer  hare  been  beard. 

The  fair,  the  just  and  legitimate  operatioa  of 
the  low  of  1800,  was  never  experienced.  Ii  caose 
into  action  loaded  and  encnmhered  With  all  tbe 
fnuds  and  «n*  ot  the  Jntolvenl  lawa ;  which  it 
waa  oblwed  to  clear  off  befbre  it  eould  exercise  Ita 
proper  ftnatioiia  and  prora  its  nscfiilaew.  And 
so  will  ii  be  with  the  law  now  before  ns,  sboald 
it  Me*.  It  will  hare  much  of  the  same  aen  of 
difflenlty,  to  struggle  with  g  much  of  the  smbo 
reproaah  to  encounter ;  and  it  must  pass  through 
this  ordeal  before  its  true  ebaraeler  and  oxoelleBoe 
willbedeve^pcd.  Bat,lTentiiremostcoafidentlT' 
to  prsdiet,  that  when  this  trial  ahall  he  passed,  and 
theaystem  ahall  be  seen  in  tbefnti  and  fair  exercise 
of  ita  pown  and  use*,  it  will  be  found  an  iDtnl*- 
aUe  anxiiiary  to  eommetee ;  a  strong  seenrily  to 
the  creditor  against  fraud  and  injosiioa;  and  a 
blessing  to  tbe  nofbrtunata  debtor.  It  is  eon- 
tended  that  tha  eoneetna  between  tbe  eredlMt 
aad  bis  debtor  reqaiie  no  iMJslative  ngiilMieB; 
Ihu  we  should  leave  eredltore  to  theaasalvaa; 
thm  know  bow  best  to  take  oare  of  themaolvce; 
ao^on  ttao  ether  handjuetht  best  jndgea  of  Iba 

---■• ad  aerttt  of  their  debtor,  aad  will  be 

f  diMosed  to  favor  him  when  iwlly 
le^  It  is  eneegh  lo  atuwer  to  ibb  ai^;^ 
tnent  that  all  experienae  is  against  it;  and  we 
doily  see  it  disproved  ia  both  of  iu  pnits.  We 
<hily  see  that  the  credilor  ia  not  able  to  peoieeC 
himself  agosnst  the  frauds  and  eontri  ranee  of  hia 
debtor;  and  we  also  see  ibat  the  most  honest  and 
deserring  debtor  will  find  some  oae  or  more  of 
his  crediion  inaceesaible  to  reaaoa  or  pity,  and 
rho  eao,  without  remorse,  b^old  him  liDgering 
a  in  hopetet*  poveety.  Still  it  ahould  be  ob- 
served that  this  law  does  not  Mk«  the  oase  en- 
lirely  out  of  tbe  baiMis  of  the  eieditor,  ae  the  in- 
solfeat  aeta  do.  Hneh  is  left  to  tbe  dieeretlon 
and  feelings  of  the  creditors,  two  thirds  of  wfaoia 
in  number  and  valea  mtist  eoiMor  before  the 
bankrupt  oan  obtain  bis  certifieate  of  disehargt, 

_.,    __    ._ ^_,_  ,„.„„._.„    On  the  rary  priaclples  then  of  (be  gentleiBOit 

business  and  retrieve  thelt  losses  or  earn  their  I  *vho  oae  tbia  arnment,  there  eon  be  no  danger 
bread.    Tbe  ptiUie  then  saw  huodreds  of  men  I  in  imsting  the  ajmliustntioii  ef  ibii  low  to  ue 
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flnditon  themMlf  <^  or  wo  gmi  k  portion  of  ikem. 
Ag*in,  we  ire  icdd  llwt  tkia  law  u  niade  for 
the  bold  duhiog  ipecnlttori  who  will  plange 
isio  irade  without  capitd;  rm  into  debt  u 
iatplf  ai  bJB  oTcdit  will  oarrf  him ;  and  then 
«]«ti  oat  ondet  this  law,  to  commeac*  the  Mme 
career  again  ;  and  ran  ibronah  the  Mine  contae 
of  eitravapnec  and  fraud.  T  niBf  rapljr  to  this, 
that  web  a  eaie  may  Mfelr  be  trnitcd  to  the 
•radiloTa;  ereo  if  you  wonU  aot  tnwi  tbe  com- 
■iiuouerand  jodge;  and,  when  all  mntt  anite 
in  graating  the  certificate,  then  i*  ao  tbtt  alprm- 
log  danger  of  sDch  abntea.    The  act  ilaelf  has  a 


mtcy,  BO  ceriiBaaia  ihail  be  granted  nnli 
ciMla  aarreodored  are  nffieieiit  to  pay  ererr 
aradjior  wTeBlr-fire  per  eeat.  of  hia  debt  and  in 
aaae  of  a  third  baokraptey,  nolbing  bat  a  full  pay- 
Beat  of  erary  dtbt  can  exonerate  tbe  fatarc 
aSaela  of  the  bankrupt  frooi  the  claima  of  hii 
ercditon. 

It  baa  been  urged,  not  wiiboni  planaibiliiy, 
that,  inaamueh  a*  the  bill  before  na  doe*  aot  pro- 
poaeio  Tepeal  the  Slate  inaolvent  lawa,  it  will  not 
attaJD  that  naiforaiitr  eoatemplaled  by  the  Con- 
•lltulitm,  and  ao  maeb  inHited  on  by  It*  friends. 
Several  anawera  preaent  tbemaelrea  to  this  ana- 
■HoL  lo  Iba  firat  plaoc,  if  the  lam  bankrupiciei 
in  the  Coniiitatiou  ia  to  ba  taken  in  Ita  limited, 
leehnieal  aenae,  we  then  fulfil  ike  CoDitiiational 
power  and  design,  wfaen  we  enact  naifonn  lawa 
icapeeiing  them  among  merchanta  or  tradera. 
SeeeodJy,  if  the  bill  doea  not  take  np  the  whole 
ConstitotioDil  power,  or  rather  does  not  do  all 
that  might  be  done  under  it,  it  affords  no  reason 
agaiasi  it  as  far  as  it  goea.  The  manner  of  ex- 
trciaiag  the  power  is  certainly  left  to  the  diacre- 
tion  of  Coogreaa,  and  we  think  it  baa  been  cl^ily 
ahown  to  be  inexpedient  at  leaat  to  extend  it  far- 
ther than  ia  now  {wopoaed.  And  lastly,  the  noi- 
fbrmity,  ao  macb  rtqaired  and  daaired,  applies 
not  M)  much  to  the  tranaaciions  of  peraons  all  re- 
aidiag  ia  tbe  same  Sute,  as  lo  those  in  which 
aoma  of  the  parties  reside  in  oae  Btate,  sook  in 
others,  and  aome  in  fcreign  eoiratriea.  Almost 
all  tbe  cases  of  this  last  daacriptioo  will  faU  within 
the  power  and  proriaioaa  of  the  bankrupt  law ; 
while  the  operation  of  the  insolTaat  lawa  wiU  be 
eondnad  almosi  aliogelhar  to  tbe  minor  dealings 
of  penona  in  Iha  aame  StaM,  and  indeed  generally 
in  the  aame  ndgbborhood ;  and  the  mle  appliMl  to 
Ihem,  aa  between  tbe  partiea,  will  be  equal  and 
uniform,  eren  ander  the  insolrent  law. 

An  honorable  and  rioqueai  gentleauin  from 


An  honorable  and  rioqueai  gentleauin  from 
'^rcinia,  (Ur.  Ttlah,)  baa  deebrcd  it  to  be  a 
fixed  principle  with  bim,  that  ooMadebtaJwaya 
K  debt  {  aad  he  therefore  oppoaea  a  law  which  as- 
anmes  to  discharge  a  debt  wiihont  the  eonai 

ibe  eredltor.    It  would  seem  lo  me  a  maoh 

jnal  and  reasonable  rule  that,  while  a  debt,  all  the 
property  of  a  debtor,  of  every  deicriptioB.  should 
M  answerable  for  it,  in  a  manner  best  cajcniated 
lo  pay  the  debt  promptlv  and  eeriaialy.  And  jtt, 
M  the  Stale  represented  by  that  gentleman,  the 
aaal  estate  of  the  debtor  ia  ' 


claims  of  hia  creditor  {  I  uMon  theft , 

EUeh  aatote.  It  is  true  yon  may  tab  oae-faaif  of 
it,  and  appropriate  the  income  or  ptofila  ot  ttat 
half  to  tny  the  debt ;  a  proeeas  of  paymeat  mo  te- 
dionsj  *o  iroableaome,  and  nneeitaia,as  toamoviiL 
practically,  almost  to  sn  exemption  of  real  wop- 
ertyfrom  thepaymentof  debts;  and  aofarafiims 
ibe  maxim  of  once  a  debt  always  a  debt,  aa  ta 
aflbrd  very  little  chance  of  ita  ever  being  paid. 
I  mention  this  iattaace  to  show  that  the  righti 
of  the  creditor  to  a  rigid  exaction  of  his  debt  from 
the  means  of  his  debtor,  aro  not  so  nneootroUed 
or  saered  as  faaa  been  snggested,  but  are  made  to 
sabmit  to  the  higher  power  and  policy  trf  general 
convenience  and  luiliiy.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  ike 
gentleman  to  another  atill  stronger  infringenint 
of  hia  maxim.  Every  Slate  of  this  Union,  and 
every  other  eountry  with  whoae  lawa  we  ai«  ac- 
quainted, haa  ataUles  of  limitation,  by  wiiieh 
they  debar  a  demand  however  jnat  and  iinquea- 
lioned,  that  ia  not  claimed  in  a  gireo  period, 
Thii  la  an  arbitrary  rale  of  aoeieiy  for  geaervl 
convenience,  and  having  no  rdation  «  reapeet  to 
the  particular  eaiea  to  which  it  may  be  moat  an- 
juitly  applied.  So  far,  then,  from  its  beiuK  ttte 
nnderatandiog  of  tlie  law  that  once  a  debt  aLwna 
a  debt,  it  may  be  oace  a  debt  and  not  a  debt  six 
vearf  afterwards,  thongh  not  a  iarthing  of  it  has 
been  paid,  or  ia  pretended  to  have  been  paid. 
What  can  show  more  strongly  than  thi^  how  ab- 
solutely society  undertakes  to  regulau  the  con- 
eeros  between  ereditors  and  their  debtors,  and  to 
discharge  the  obligations  between  tbem,  for  nen- 
sons  of  geaeral  policy  and  convenience,  wiihoKt 
any  regard  to  abstract  notiona  of  ligid  right  n 
between  the  parlies?  It  ia  nothiagtoaay  that 
this  ia  done  on  a  presumption  that  a  ddit  to  long 
neglected  has  been  paid,  or  to  prevent  claima  be- 
ing brought  forward  after  the  evidence  of  the  d^ 
fendant  may  have  been  loU.  It  is  enough  for  us 
[bat  ihis  it  the  presumption  and  reason  of  the 
law,  not  of  the  parties  nor  of  (he  contract,  in 
manjr  cases  direcuy  against  tha truth  of  tbe  Act; 
and  if  the  tight  of  the  creditor  may,  in  this  emat, 
be  govarn«l  and  defeated  on  this  praaumpiion  or 
reason,  it  may  be-doae  in  another  ease  for  another, 
and  proves  decisively  ihal  soeh  iaierfercaica  witE 
the  oUigations  of  contract  it  aot  eouMdered  a 
violent  or  nuauthorixod  proceeding  in  any  Oar- 
erniaent.  I  promise,  in  writing,  to  pay  a  man  a 
ihoutaad  dollars  on  demand  [  of  eoufse,  leaving 
it  to  him  to  malu  the  demand  whaa  bis  pleasure 
or  ooovenianee  may  dictate.  No,  sayi  the  law, 
we  will  change  this  contract^  and  eo^iel  you  to 
make  this  demand  in  a  oertaiu  time,  which  we 
deem  reaaonable,  or  you  shall  forfeit  all  right  u 
tbe  recovery  of  the  debL  Aad  why  abould  the 
lawaotiay  thia?  Tbia  boasted  right  to  the  debt, 
ot  at  leaat  the  means  of  enforcing  its  payment, 
witboui  which  it  would  be  of  little  valne,  ia  ^ven 
by  the  law,  and  of  coorae  muai  be  josUy  givra 
on  such  terms  aa  the  law  shall  deem  to  be  essen- 
tial  lo  the  iniereiU  of  ibe  whole  Gomaunity,  for 
whom  ibe  law  is  made.  The  application  of  tneoa 
proviaiona  to  the  priaeiplea  of  toe  baoirupt  law, 
and  the  diachatge  thoreby  granted  to  n  debtor  it 
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obviow.  One  hoaonMe  gentltmBn  ttunks  ike 
bill  nnMnitimtioaal,  bMuus  it  iBptin  the  obll* 
omiloD  <^  Qoatnicn.  I  am  at  ■  lots  to  nndmtand 
how  the  excKiM  of  ao  czpnn  power,  girea  to 
UB  by  the  ConUiintiim,  ean  be  a  Tiolation  of  (bat 
iBstrameat.  If  there  be  a  gcnenl  probibitloo  on 
this  rabjeet,  the  enaetmeat  of  a  bankrupt  law  it 
an  expreu  eiceptioa  to  Ik  The  Mme  ^nlleman 
woula  hare  no  ot^ection  to  the  law  if  it  were 
cauoapceiive  oaly,  bat  he  c^aot  aiNBE  to  ftt 
pcoapeotire  opciation.  Bot  certalalr,  aa  fiir  ae  it 
affeeu  eoDtraelis  ^e  ezeqHioa  U  atroant  in  ra- 
latioa  to  the  paat  than  tlie  foivra.  whieE  wilt  be 
made  afler  the  proririeaa  of  the  iriU  are  ooblielr 
KDd  perfsetljr  known,  and  nar  be  comioeted  to 
enter  into  enrr  contiaci  after  it  ia  so  known. 

As  honorable  geaileman  from  Tirgiaia  (Hr. 
PiNDAU.)  inw  gone  beyond  all  the  opjmneatB  of 
thti  bill  In  the  nnmber,  Tariety,  aad,  1  mar  lay, 
oorelty  of  hia  ol>jeeiioDa ;  yet  1  do  not  fiad  rery 
many  of  tbem  which  require  of  me  to  detain  the 
Committee  to  ancwtr  them.  Ia  truth,  generally 
speaking,  if  well-fooaded,  they  apply  to  the  Eng- 
Ibh  baaltrnpi  ayalen,  and  not  to  that  now  offered 
to  &■•    The  gentleman  baa  dcJigbted  to  reeooat, 

S[aiB  aad  again,  the  saDgnlDBiy  feaiorea  of  the 
ritiebstaMtetonthiatnbjeet;  to  array  and  por- 
tray thain  in  oTery  chan^  of  langaage ;  and  preta 
than  upon  onr  imaginatioa  with  alTlhe  force  in 
bis  power.  He  telli  us  there  are  aeren  orlmea 
pnouhable  with  death  by  thoae  autntes,  and  ar- 
gues, most  iaeonelairely,  that,  baeanse  this  system 
leqflues  for  its  support  soett  szeessiTe  pnnish- 
menti  in  Boglaod,  we  therefore  must  also  adopt 
then  for  the  preservation  of  oon.  Is  it  not  a 
sofEcient  auwar  to  atl  this  part  of  the  gentle- 
man's argument,  which  is  no  ineonsiderable  part 
of  the  whole,  that  the  bill  before  yon  eontaiiw 
no  Boeb.pnnishmeats;  and  that,  if  at  any  time 
bereafter  it  shall  be  propoaed  lo  iatrodnce  them, 
it  will  then  be  in  the  power  of  the  Lq>iriatBre  to 
rcftm  to  admit  ihen^  and  to  repeal  the  whole 
law  if  i»  use  and  exeeniian  shall  be  found  im- 
possible without  than?  It  is  realty  a  bard  ship 
upon  the  sapponers  of  this  bill  that  they  are  com- 
pelted  to  demid  il  nai  only  for  what  it  does  eon- 
Iain,  bat  for  what  it  does  not  and  probably  never 
wilL  The  Baglisk  bankrupt  law,  in  reepoot  to 
its  penaltiea,  only  preserree  tbe  ebaraoter  of  itae 
whole  penal  code  of  that  eoantry  ;  and  we  might 
as  reasonably  refnae  to  enact  laws  for  the  pnnish- 
meat  of  bwglaty,  perjory.  forgeiy,  or  larceny, 
bceaose  these  eiimea  are  pboiahed  with  death  in 
&Bgland,and  if  it  be  fonnd  necessary  so  to  pun- 
ish them  tbere,  it  mm  be  equally  lo  here.  The 
aeatleman  says  he  is  willioc  te  lake  the  Roman 
law  of  cession,  to  which  I  atladed  in  the  opening 
of  this  discassion,  and  that  br  that  law  tbe  per- 
son only,  and  not  tfaa  (blare  eiecU  of  the  debtor, 
were  discharged  from  Mabiliiy.  Sir,  I  mentioned 
not  this  law  as  the  model  we  fihonM  ptirsne,  but 
as  the  first  Ncp  taken  to  loften  ibe  condition  of 
^e  debtor,  and  abridge  tbe  erael  rights  of  die 
creditor,  wbioh  bad  been  most  cmelly  and  wan- 
tonly BtHised.  I  am  not,  therefore,  willing;  to 
take  this  law  of  eevion— to  rtop  at  tbe  nrsi 


step  of  improTement — bat  wculd  go  en,  and 
take  adranlBge  of  every  farther  improvMnent 
which  experience^  and  witdom,  and  namaniiy, 
have  dictated  and  adopted.  Why  iboBld  we  ba 
told  that  the  British  banktapt  system  stole  iaio 
existence;  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  that  it  is 
the  gradaal  fmjl  of  long  experience— of  a  tten  tin 
observation  and  pr<rfbnnd  politieal  wisdom— ^nd 
that  we  are  abont  to  do,  with  a  sinffte  dash  of  r 
MB,  what  was  so  slowly  and  adroitly  done  there. 
I  understand  the  sentiment  lo  be,  that  we  bol<By 
propose  to  adopt,  in  mass,  a  system,  wblck  evea 
ID  Bngtand  could  not  be  introdneed  bat  can- 
tioosly  aad  by  jHeeemeal.  What  ia  there  in  thoa 
remark  mora  than  thai  we  take  advantage  of  iha 
leasone  experience  has  taught  them  1  Do  wa  not 
the  Baroe  thing  on  other  subjects?  In  aeiwee^ 
in  arts,  in  mannfactures,  in  everything,  do  we  not 
at  once  seize  upon  them  in  their  moat  improvti 
slate,  althongh  they  may  hare  been  stealiDg  ts 
that  state  for  year*  or  for  centarles  7 

In  giving  a  very  short  history  of  the  laws  regu- 
lating tbe  power  of  a  creditor  over  his  debtor,  In 
different  ages  of  the  world,  I  mentioned  that,  in 
Rome,  it  was  under  ihe  reign  of  the  ChriatW 
EmpeiOTs,  that  Ibe  rlghti  of  bnniaoity  cane  t* 
be  regarded  on  this  subject,  and  the  ri^ts  of  tha 
creditor  to  be  leairained  within  reasonaUe  bonn^ 
so  as  (0  prevent  Ihe  exercise  of  nseleai  crael^ 
and  wanion  oppression.  I  did  mention  that  tlua 
was  one  of  the  blessings  and  trinmphs  of  Chria- 
lianiiy,  which  teaches  and  commands  fotbear- 
anee,  and  kindness,  and  chaiity,  from  man  la 
maa,  in  all  aiiaationa,  and  undu  UL  oireumstaa- 
cei.  This  incidental  remarii,  which,  if  it  deserrea 
uotiee,  certainly  cannot  deserve  reproach,  haa 
afforded  an  occasion  to  the  honorable  K«BlleuaB 
from  Tirginia  (Mr.  Pindall)  to  exhibit  hinudf 
in  a  new  aharacicr.  We  have  often  seen  and  ad- 
mired bim  as  a  learned  lawyer,  a  sound  logician, 
and  a  skilful  debater.  Bat  now,  for  Ihe  first  time, 
be  has  preseated  himself  lo  ui  as  a  wit.  Ha 
tells  us  the  Christian  religion,  ha  hat  been  tanghl^ 
has  nothing  in  it  for  the  regulation  (rfcommerae: 
be  finds  no  bankrupt  law  ia  the  Old  or  New 
Testament;  and  that  none  of  the  ApoeUas  waa» 
merchant,  except  Jadas  Isearioi,  aad  he  said  Ua 
master.    I  am  far  from  finding  fault  With  Aa 

entleman  for  «ideavoring  to  enliven  a  dull  d*- 
te  with  the  brilliancy  ofwil;  on  ibe  eontnrr, 
my  only  regret  is,  that  he  has  not  been  mora 
Buceemfol.  Sir,  bad  he  been  satisfied  with  mak- 
ing the  bill  before  yen  the  object  of  bis  merri- 
ment, or  even  the  aalhoi  of  the  bilL  I  atsura 
you  be  would  have  met  with  no  complaint  from 
me.  But,  when  he  seleets,  fbr  this  parposc,  tk« 
Scriptares  of  Ood,  and  the  Apostles  <H  Christ,  he 
will  pardon  me  for  saying  the  joke  was  equally 
ill-judged  and  misplaced.  The  same  hoootable 
oentleman  has  considered  the  interference  of  ihia 
Uw,  with  the  mode  practised  in  Virginia,  of 
marshalling  the  debts  of  an  insolvent  bjr  a  Court 
of  Chancery,  a*  a  serious  objeetion  to  it,  at  least 
in  Virginia:  and  goes  on  to  say^tbat  if  this  is 
not  tbe  ease  in  Pennsylvaoia,  il  is  owing  to  out 
wretched  system  xA  jirlapnidenee,  baiag  without 
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ihu  Cwut  of  Cbuccff .  Wfaca  tb«  ^clemnQ 
jwininfifwi  this  awwpiDC  eoDdenmalioa  of  our 
Bfitfam,  tl  i«  bklE  fui  to  aak  bin  if  he  evctkuly 
koowi  wbti  it  i>;  if  he  knotra  in  wlut  manner 
tkMC  Chftoeery  powen  are  diitribated  I9  our 
conunoB  law  comui  and  hoir  co&Tepieatly  ttMjr 
at*  aiereiNd  hy  (hem.  I  c«B  auwa  dw  gtBtl*- 
man  that  kww  of  oar  be*i  lawycn,  who  majr  be 
ittppoMd  10  b«  coinpetHit  Jud«esof  ikt  saWeot, 
ara  M  far  from  thinkiog  a  Court  of  Chaacerr 
wmU  be  any  imptovemcDt  to  our  ayataia,  tbai 
tlwr  would  by  M>  Duaoi  bm  it  iDiiodaotd. 

The  riebt  to  examine  the  wife  of  iha  bttikr 
mft  iot  the  diacovery  of  eooeealed  propeiiy,  but 
fM  no  other  purpoie,  ha«  furnished  a  gj9v»iot 
Tehemeni  opposition  to  the  bill ;  but,  in  my  opin- 
ion, with  a  my  little  reaaoo.  It  u  caid  to  be 
makiiif  her  a  wilaeu  acainit  bar  husbaod.  Thia 
il  not  UM  case!  the  exaiaination  ia  wUy  touobing 
pnpcrty  coneealcd:  it  ia  here  the  evidence  may 
iDCideatally  affect  her  hvaband  t  bat  aha  gaaaot 
be  Iccaliy  or  pioseily  said  to  be  aalled  ai  a  wit- 
nm  againat  her  haeband.  Bat  if  it  were  ae,  why 
hai  not  the  ohjectioa  been  carried,  oa  the  eame 
joinaiiJie,  a  atep  fuiihei}  and  why  haa  it  not  baen 
aaid  tMt  you  ahaU  not  axamiaa  the  banltrapt,  he- 
caoM  no  man  eaa  be  called  upoa  to  leenfy  acaiau 
iuminUI  The  obieeiioik  would  be  etrooger,  in- 
unocb  aa  compwlinc  a  nan  to  bear  witwM 
againat  himtcU^  U  a  atraagei  oaaa  than  to  eon  pel 
any  other  pcrwn  whatever  10  do  it.  @«t  there  ia 
a  cJmt  aas  4aai)aTe  anawer  to  this  olyeetion,  on 

Kami  prin^lca;  it  is  founded  oa  a  common 
ivde  of  evidMce,  deubtleaa  very  wiie,  and 
ftyttt  to  be  ohaetvad  tn  tlw  aaaal  adtniAia^iioa 
of  naliee.  3ut  after  all  it  is  but  a  role  of  aoeiaX 
pofwr,  foaadttd  in  oonTepienee  rather  tliaa  a^ 
atnot  right  ftt  joalicei  afld  beiag  tb«  cwatpre  of 
■oaial  policy,  it  nuut  be  accoouaodated  to  it. 
WhlW)  therefore,  a  new  ihhuoal  ia  nuaed,  to  at- 
tain a  aftccial  opjcct,  m>A  the  adoption  of  this 
rait  by  thia  tribunal  woflld  defeat  or  embainaa 
it  in  aeeonqdiakiostbe  denred  obJ4el,why  shouU 
il  SM  he  dvpeaacd  with?  There  ia  aatkinc 
iwrt)  ia  thii  princi^e ;  we  aee  it  deily  ia  pqie- 
t)oe.  Follftw  the  tnal  of  a  eoEamarciu  caoee,  a 
oaRtraieiar  an  an  Inaiuaftee,  or  a  bill  of  exchMge, 
aa4  r»u  will  aee  evideOFO  received  not  admiaaiUe 
by  the  aonNwa.  law,  in  luita  of  a  diSeital  cbar- 
KMlH,  It  ia  vqueoeiaary  to  ei)Uinerate  iaatB«owi 
llwy  a»  &tRiliar  and  nuweroua.  So,  in  your 
CfwU  of  Admiralty,  not  only  all  (he  fotma  of 
the  eomBon  law  axe  diaicgarded,  but  the  trial  by 


Ten  or  tweaty  cUimaata,  with  aevetal  right* 
aiad  no  joint  intcrwt,  are  permitted  U  proaecuie 
tageiber ;  and  why  i*  ihia^  Beoawe  the  aamra 
oTthe  court,  ^id  the  matter*  to  he  examined  and 


decided  by  it,  require  thia  B«t  of  pfoocediiw; 
and  ao  whea  a  tribunal  ia  ecaoiad  10  aettle  ue 
aSaira  of  a  btJikrupl,  to  diatribote  hia  cffeoia 
aMOng  bit  erediUcB,  and  aeeute  tbcm  from  the 
frandnlent  ooaeealment  of  ibeia  effects,  there  ia 
lutbiag  aniaaaopable  or  uojuat  in  giving  powen 
■>—- ^Miir  for  (hit  purpoae,  whtch  good  poiiey 
It  withhold  fronordinaiy  Qowrt*  01  wdiowy 


night  w 
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oeeaeiena.  Hn  ia  thef  e  utr  amt  rwaon  fai  i^ 
complaint  a^teat  the  power  given  to  i*e  «»- 
miauoiBa  «o  bHak  dooca^  iraDfce,  Ac-  ia  tbm  day 
time,  to  get  poaaeteioa  of  goodi,  hooka,  &c.  be- 
loMing  to  th«  taoknipai  and  yet  this  iacdWn 
viMatioD  of  the  tanoliiy  of  a  naa's  bouae.  which 
isaaldtobs  Ua  caallc.  And  why  ehoold  U  aat 
be  «i<4a(ed  to  Meveu  fraad  aad  robbery,  at  wett 
at  by  bail  foe  taking  the  petaon  of  bia  principal, 
and  in  manyolhcc  inaUnoeB,  thowing  that  thit 
eoianwn  law  r«te  too  it  made  lo  •ecommodaie 
itaelf  lomwte  imponani  righta  and  datioa?  The 
objection  to  holding  oil  rawaadt  to  informen  «f 
coaeealed  eSetM  it  atUl  mon  extraordinary  an& 

SreuodleiB.  Who  will  eomplaia  if  a  rea^MiaUe 
idncement  ia  ofieaed  to  panooa  who  o>s|r  have 
It  id  their  ponec  to  diacorer  eenacaled  peoperty 
ofa  bankruptl  The  reward  ia  not  fov  an  maoa- 
latioD  and  convicttaa  of  mmbc  evime,  bat  for  tba 
actual  diteovery  and  peodaetion  of  property, 
which  othnwiac,  perMpe,  would  never  havA 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  oomnittioaeaa, 
and  would,  craac^uenuyf  have  be^  Ut\  t»  tlt« 
creditor?.  WiU  the  eraditor  eoaplaU  ihat  aoou 
■mall  part  of  (he  efihcta  thut  brovghtto  bia  nae 
ia  appropriatfid  to  tcwaid  the  iadividaal  by  whoaa 
labor  or  riy ilaaw  it  wat  obudaed  1  l^bowerer, 
it  it  pretended  to  be  inpaliiia,  on  geocnl  ptioej- 
pka,  loencenragoiBfoimcceby  tempting  lewaiila 
for  their  tervioee^  I  beg  to  refer  Ihe  honombltt 
Eeotlcmaii  10  the  whole  aytteia  of  our  ravanae 
iBwe,  whue  he  will  fiad  the  aanc  thia«  ia  alatcwt 
every  page.  Thio  wMa  exeeutionof  thewiaw^ 
and  aUo  the  embargo  laws,  the  aaa  imfwieriiin 
asta,  &o.  were  made  greatly  to  depend  upon  the 
aid  of  infonnerai  whoae  eSort^  Ihaie&cc,  arc  in* 
vited  by  the  moet  liberal  reward*— liy  iaige  pot- 
lioat  of  what  may  he  obtained  by  ikor  tarvicea, 
Beme  other  obaervatioaa  have  baen  made  in 
□plfaaitioB  ta  ibJa  bill,  which  it  wat  my  intentkm 
to  ootice^  bat  I  feel  how  irkaoiae  t^t  qneation- 
aod-anawer  tert  of  acgameat  it,  and  I  ahaU  onit 
to  puraoa  it  farther.  That  Irauda  hava  bean  com- 
mitted under  bankrupt  |awa,aiid  may  be  commit- 
ted  under  thi^  i*  noat  true;  but  thia  only  prowm 
the  ineompciantty  of  bMtaa  anthariiy  entirely 
(0  leatrain  hwnan  vicaa)  or  prevent  (bo  conuiita- 
Rionoferimet.  Wedo  not,  therefore,  daeli&e  Am 
attcmfx,  w  refute  id  enact  atuuiea  to  puniah  tba 
crimiMal,  end  preront,  at  far  as  ponibla.  ib«  of- 
fense. It  ia  enongh  for  (hit.  o*  any  Mhei  law, 
that  it  afforda  m>  faeilitiea  to  fraodt ;  that  il  oiera 
no  eiuowiipsient  to  the  franduleat;  but  thatall 
tea  provUiont  are  aalculaied  to  retttaiaaad  pan. 
ith  them,  and  to  eneoura^  and  invite  Iha  uafor- 
tunaM  atiU  to  reUia  thor  integrity,  and  do  joa- 
tice  at  far  «a  they  hare  the  meaoe, 

Ur.  Chairman,  our  ddiberaxiona  and  ptoceod- 
inga  on  ijut  bill  aie  watched  and  followed  by 
maay  an  aching  eye  and  ihrobbing  heart.  Thera 
ia  ao  aocumukUtOB  of  dittresa  in  our  oomiaaniiy 
whi«hcan  be  oaly  ihua  relieved,  hardly  to  b« 
imagiud  by  thoae  geatlemen  who  do  not  lahaUi 
(he  commercial  portions  of  our  country.  Thea- 
aanda,  whoae  eawpriae,  too  daring,  or  moat  un- 
iQokr,  has  eoiiohed  their  country  aad  rained 
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tkcmMlTes,  AoWlook  to  yoa  fbr  tbeir  emaiieipa- 
tioa  from  ■  tivnTf  mora  lalolenble  thin  cbiins 
of  iron,  for  it  weighs  npoo  the  httrt.  more  im- 
moTeaUe  t)»a  bohi  aad  bars,  Tor  deatn  oaljr  can 
afford  an  escape.  Aa  JDcalaBlable  laan  of  ttl- 
CDt,  iadaeirT,  and  energf,  boand  id  iev  fettm, 
will  apring  again  into  aetton,  intprored  bj  expe- 
rieaee  and  cbattMKd  by  misfortDne.  ThouMnds 
will  be  BMD  itr^ioK  and  laborins  in  the  patbs  of 
tiaefal  JnttaBtry,  wbo  are  now  rank  in  a  torpid 
iaacliflir,  botae  down  With  a  weight  of  debt, 
whiab  no  effort  od  tbet'r  eatt  can  shake  off  or 
H^MD.  I<ook  at  the  iamflies  of  these  aaforia- 
iMWitnaB,  •■!«•  in  tbecbjormeot  of  eTcry  eom- 
fert,  perhapa  of  too  nmh  luxury,  now  donblfol, 
horn  day  lo  day,  of  the  bread  that  fa  to  feed  and 
lb«  imiffient  that  li  ter  eorer  them.  Children 
g^rowing  ap  with  neglected  edocalioDs,  and  moth- 
ers weephi;  with  nnarailing  tears.  If,  mad- 
danml  by  a  kcbc  like  ttiia,  the  disancied  kintond 
mai  hthei  would  go  fonb  Id  laaka  tome  cffn-t 
for  ike  fclier  of  Dnh  m  dear  to  him,  be  Snds  at 
b^  door  aome  toexoraUe  creditor,  armed  with 
the  power  of  (he  law,  and  sbrioks  back  into  his 
dfreitiitg  of  wretcbedoen,  in  hopeless  despair. 
What  a  faeavealy  task  is  it  to  redeem  so  much 
misery,  to  banish  m>  mach  distress,  to  shed  the 
joyful  rays  of  liapt  and  lift  opon  so  much  afflio- 
tioB,  to  reanimate  the  sinking  boart,  to  reusnre 
the  despairing  spirit,  and  restore  the  energiaa  of 
industry  and  the  bustle  at  bosine**  wiiliin  thoM 
walls  where  silence,  and  wretchedness,  and  leth- 
argy bave  so  long  held  their  gloomy  leign  I 

Afier  Ur.  Hofkiuhon  conolnded  bis  apeacb, 
the  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  and  decided  In  the  negative. 
Pot  slrtkiDg  it  out,U  ;  against  striking  it  oat,  71. 

The  Comaiittee  then  rose,  reported  ptogrct*, 
»nd  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  motion  was  made  la  adjoam  to  Moaday, 
wltick  wa*  iaeflect unity  opposed  by  Mr.  Cobb, 
and  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 

UoMBAT,  Fabniaiy  S3. 
BEATH  OF  MIL  eOODVTN. 

After  the  usoal  fonn  of  reading  the  jeuraal  of 
the  preceding  day's  sitting,  Mr.  NaWroM)  of  Tir- 
ginia,  rose  to  announea  to  the  House  (ne  dealk 
of  his  ooUea^a^  Coloatl  pBTsaaOn  Oooawta. 

On  mt  (sarf  ur.  Nbwtoh)  devolves  the  mel- 
ancholy duly  of  iofarming  this  House  of  the 
death  of  our  late  worlW  associate,  Mr.  Pe- 
TanaON  OooBVYit,  of  VtrgiDia.  Mr.  Oood- 
wyu  died  at  his  seat  in  Viigiuia  on  the  Zlat 
of  tkis  raoBlb.  He  has  perforuied  and  finished 
his  duties  bete,  and  with  a  clear  coascieoce,  and 
in  the  foU  expcclaiioa  of  the  reward  of  his  vir- 
tues, he  has  goaa  Coratim*  to  rapsaa  with  bis 
aaoesWfs  is  th«  mmb.  la  aniaUenass  of  dispv 
titiaB,  (B  uavity  af  aiaDntn,  ia  ants  of  baney*. 
kaoe  aai  eliatiijr,  ia  BMi4iMsaDrfrteiidBkip,aad 
ia  leva  and  daroiioa  to  the  republiaaD  iqstttaiioas 
gf  his  eonstry  be  was  sarpaMd  by  no  man. 

Mr.  BtaVTOD  vSeni  tha  followiag  neolatioB, 
itUdkmtt  voaaiBOMly  agnri  to : 


:i  of  a 


a>l4el« 


Blats  of  Virginia,  by  wnuiag  crape  oa  li 
tor  one  month. 

Mr.  Newton  then  submitted  the  followiog  re- 
sohilian,  wbicb  was  also  utnaimoasty  agreea  to ; 

Saohed,  TtMt  ■  msssage  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  in- 
forming tham  that  this  Honse,  in .  testimony  of  tbeit 
respect  tor  the  late  CoIoDd  Fxthsok  Ooodwtv,  oae 
of  thmr  body  from  the  State  of  Vhwlnis,  hive  unaiii- 
numslj  rssolTvd  to  weir  crape  ou  the  left  arm  tot  one 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Pobstth,  (be 
Honse  adjourned. 

TcEBiux,  February  24. 

Mr.  PoinoaxTEB  presented  a  peiition  of  tnndiy 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Stan  ef  Mittia- 
sippi,  which  was  formerly  a  part  of  the  Spanish 
province  of  West  Florida,  praying  that  certain 
grants,  made  by  the  former  Spanish  aaveraDaeai, 
of  exieoaive  bodies  of  land  for  (he  pnrpoae  of 
specula  I  ion,  may  act  be  confirmed.— Referred  lb 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  NaWTON,  from  the  Commilte«  of  Oom- 
meree  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  a(h 
thorize  the  appreheation  of  foreign  ■eamen  d^ 
sertiag  the  vessels  lo  which  thev  belong ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  oommitied  to  a  Commttia* 
of  the  Whole. 

Ht.  RoBEBTaoH,  erf  Losi^oa,  from  (he  Com- 
uittee  oB  (he  Public  Lands,  (o  which  was  rcfar* 
rad,  oa  the  14th  ultimo,  the  pctiiioBof  sand^ 
inhabiiaau  of  the  Territory  of  Itlioois,  duide  a 
report  ibcreoa,  which  wasrnd;  when,  Mr.  B^ 
reported  a  bill  eonflrmiBg  eeruia  daims  (a  laa4 
in  the  Illinois  Territory)  irtiiek  waa  read  twice, 
and  oonmitted  to  a  CommilMe  wT  th«  Whole. 

Mr.  BaaaSTT,  from  (he  ooomiuae  to  whoa 
was  referred  the  Massage  from  the  Presid«a(  tf 
the  Uoited  Sutas  ia  relatiofi  lo  the  claim  of  tha 
heir  and  repreaeniatire  of  (he  late  Oartw  ia 
Beaamarebai^  made  a  detailed  report  wwa  tha 
•aid  claim,  which  was  read;  wbea,  br  ietva  «f 
(be  HoBse,  Mr.  B.  i«poi(ed  a  bill,  rekiiva  to  Ac 
claim  of  the  heir  oi  Caron  de  Beaamarckaiat 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mitlee  of  the  Whole. 

The  following  Meesaga  was  recttved  fram  Ae 
PaaeiUEMT  op  tbe  Unitid  Stath: 


House  of  Bap* 
reeentafivM  «f  dM  ISth  iMtaat,  I  IsT  >»''>'*  ft* 
Hooat  ■  repert  which  I  have  neoived  fmrn  the  Da> 
partmsnt  of  State,  with  ■  copy  «t  the  leltet  oooum»> 
nieated  with  It, 

JAMES  HONBOE. 

Wisaixoic*.  Feb.  IB,  1818. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  docameota 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Conmttiee  of  (be 
Wbcle,  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  heir  of  Canm 
de  Bennmarcbaie. 

Mr.  CiiAaaTT,  from  the  eeleet  committer  to 
whom  wan  reftirad  the  petitbn  of  John  Fair- 
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fidd,  u  alw  the  pelition  of  Mehiwble  Cele, 
nude  ■  report  on  the  said  petitioa,  which  wu 
read  ;  wheo,  bf  leAve  of  tlie  House,  Mr.  C.  re- 
ported a  bill,  gwatiDg  to  Mehiuble  Cole  the  land 
therein  mentioned ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
eommitted  to  a  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole. 

Mi.  Johhsok,  of  Eenlacky,  from  the  Cam- 
mittee  on  Miliiarf  ASairs,  reported  a  bill  respect- 
ing; iDTilidG }  which  was  read  twice,  and  oom- 
tnitled  to  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoBHBon  alio  reported  a  bill  for  the  ad- 
miisioD  of  cadets  into  the  Militarf  Academf; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoBNeoi«  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  B.  Lewis;   which  was  read  twii 
and  committed  to  n  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whok. 

Mr.  MosELEY,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  wu  referred  the  petition  of  Andrew  Law, 
br  teare  of  the  Hoase,  reported  a  bill  anihorizing 
the  renewal  of  a  pateni  heretofore  granted  to 
Andrew  Law;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordertd,  That  the  letter  of  the  Secreurf  of 
War,  reoeired  on  the  SOth  instant,  iraoBmitting 
■trndry  aiatements  and  other  documents  in  rela- 
tion to  the  ezecntion  of  the  act  for  the  paf  ment 
fbr  property  loit  in  the  late  war,  be  referred  to 
the  Commtltee  of  Claims. 

Eogroued  billa  of  the   following  titles,  viz: 


the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  rear  1618; 
and  "Ad  act  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  dls- 
ttict  court  for  the  district  of  Virginia°'~were 
MTCrallf  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hcntinqton,  the  Secretary 
of  War  wa*  directed  to  laf  before  the  House  a 
copr  of  all  Gootraois  made  for  furnishing  rations 
to  th«  iroopt  within  the  State  of  Qeorgis,  for  the 
T«ar*  1817  and  1818;  that  he  alio  inform  this 
Bouse  whether  any  demands  for  ratimt  m  ad- 
MDce  liath  been  made  during  said  term,  and  if 
•Oj  whether  said  demand  has  not  been  complied 
with ;  apMifying  the  time  when,  and  by  whom 
tha  laid  demand  was  made,  and  the  place  ai  which 
said  ntioDs  in  adrance  were  directed  to  be  depoa- 
ited.  And  also  gire  information  whether  any 
•dTtDces  in  money  have  been  made  by  the  War 
Department  to  enable  the  contractor  to  comply 
WiUL  laid  demands  for  rations  in  adranoe,  and  the 
amonnt  of  money  adranced,  and  the  time  when ; 
wd  girc  such  farther  information,  if  within  his 
knowledge,  as  will  enable  the  House  to  jo^ 
correctly  respecting  the  hilurei  which  have  ta- 
lien  place  by  the  coniraclors  during  the  afore- 
mentioned period. 

OUR  RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 
Mr.  FoaaTTB,  in  rising  to  offer  the  following 
resolution,  adverted  to  the  dociunents  commum- 
cated  to  the  House  by  the  Execnlire,  from  time 
10  lime,  on  the  subject  of  our  negotiations  with 
the  Spanish  Oorernment,  and  obserTed,  tluit  it 


would  be  aeen  by  these  doauneDta  Ifau  -".MtT 
had  been  made,  by  n^otiatiooa  at  ilmdrid  tad 
with  the  Spanish  MJaistet  in  iki\  eaaatry,  to 
bring  the  maltem  in  dispute  wiUi  Ijiat  Qor«fit- 
ment  to  afinal  aatdement,  but  ithadalwajibeeii 
evaded  by  the  Spanish  OoTernmaaL  TbeBowa 
t«d  been  informed  by  the  President  tliat  a  ncao- 
Uation  wu  then  pending  in  WashiDClon,  and  it 
was  very  important,  Mr.  F.  thought,  the  Howi 
should  be  iaformed  of  the  resnlt,  or  the  state  4^ 
that  negoiiaiion.  Foe  his  own  part,  Mr.  F.  said, 
be  was  peifectly  tired  of  n*go(iatinf  on  ost  diE- 
ferenees  with  Spain.  There  had  been  aBsie 
time  for  eaab  Ooverumeot  to  know  its  d«ienu- 
nation  oa  the  subject,  and  it  was  lina  to  kiMiw 
what  prospect  there  was  of  its  lermination.  Mr. 
F.  then  submitted  the  following  resoIaUon,  which 
was  agreed  to  withoat  o^posiuoo,  and  aoommil- 
lee  appointed  (o  commnnieaie  it  to  the  Preaidea  t : 
Xuohtd,  That  the  PnsidtUDf  the  Dniled  £Hn«cw 
be,aBdheii)hatali7,  lequeMediif  mhiaa^iiiis  it  n 
not  inconsistent  with  the  pi^bo  iattnrt,  W  Uy  bafbcn 
this  Housa  so  mndi  ef  tha  cornqMwdMiiH  witb  tha 
OoTetamint  of  Spun  a*  will  eaaUe  C 


DUmEg  ON  IRON. 
The  Speaeer  laid  before  the  House  a  letlet 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rrausmiEtinf 
two  statements  respecting  the  imporlatioo  of  sna- 
dry  species  of  iron,  in  obedience  to  a  rfsolucioa 
of  the  House  of  the  13th  instant;    trbich  was 


The  enclosed  pspen  sre  submitted  to  the  eonndeta- 
tion  of  the  OominittM  of  Ways  snd  M— »■,  «lui  c«a, 
if  judged  expedient,  add  a  dauss  to  the  bill  fbr  amend- 
ing the  o^ection  laws,  in  conformi^  with  the  asg- 
geetioni  of  the  Attorney  Oenersl. 

WM.  H.  ORAWPORD. 

Fisaujar  S,  lais. 
The  Attorney  General  will  have  ths  goodnamm  to 
inform  me  whether  the  opinion  giTsn  upon  the  ques- 
tions presented  in  the  within  Utter  is  correct. 

If  the  iron  proved  lo  be  diffeient  fram  what  it  wai 
reiMesented  to  be,  would  it  not  have  been  liable  to  Xr- 
fintnre,  eipedslly  epon  the  paitr's  evaiUng  hlmnlT  of 
the  DiMate  to  the  iztjniy  of  the  QoTsmment  T 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Kaw  YoBi,  Fei.  3.  I9I8. 
Bia:  Permitmetostate.fbr  theconsideralionof  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasniy,  that  several  cases  have  ie> 
eendy  occnned  in  this  dbtrict,  whidi  indicate  a  dedeet 
in  the  existing  laws  for  the  collection  of  duties.  Sev 
erslcaees  havelaldy  happened,  and  die  bonds  eent  U 
meAr  oelleetion,  in  which  the  penritr  of  the  bond  w 
inenffident  to  cover  ths  amonnt  of  duties  ttgeidalerf 
_j ■"--^--dnBtheDnltedStates.  TheexiMmc 


Ihe   proe 

against  both,  and  th^  plead  joutly  for  their  delenoe, 
that  at  the  time  the  bond  becuie  due  and  p^able,  the 
amonnt  mentioned  in  the  conditien  ef  the  bend  ww 
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I  Qu  coDector.  The  Iwl mm,  ud  l-im 
not  tmks  iinig  luoa  it  I  luiTa  1U«I^  diaoaiitinMd 
two  Boib  upon  t£u  lUte  of  llie  pi m ding*,  whan  iLa 

SenBllf  of  the  bond  in  >idi  cue  mi  96M,  tbo  ub> 
iUoii  9300,  «Dd  the  datiea  Uqaidslsd  U  9800:  No 
want  of  attention  conid  be  ettilbnted  to  tbs  officen  of 
&»  c(Mtoini,foitligenli;irMarheinma»d  iron;  but, 
■poD  onltdluK  the  iiun,  it  wu  fbnnd  to  be  roHeid  in- 
mtead  of  hunmered,  and  liaUe  to  m  bigli  Initead  of  k 
low  dat^.  The  on^  rnnedr  in  tbii  cue  ii,  to  pi«*e- 
cuta  tha  iBpottar fbr Ike  Adfetenee  ilia (peeial  action; 
md  thi*  iMiadj  ia  ever  vaiy  gueriiDUHe.  It'  haa 
baui  dactdiad'lB  the  tinmil  eosrt  afthe  U^ted  StMai 
ibr  tba  Ant  cncwl,  hj  J«dK*  BiMf,  tbat  the  obHgon 
to  •  coattUfkoaaB  bokd  bn*  Iheir  alaetioB  either  to 
pay  ttw  ann  UMliaMd  is  the  oomiMaa,  oi  die  fiqni- 
daitvd  dgtiea,  and  that  Ihia  altaroatiTa  h  fcc  their  ben- 
efit. (The  United  Slataa  c*.  Thompaon  af  a£,  1  0«1< 
liwin,  388.)  Tbe  inpfMM  eonrt  of  thia  State  haa  de- 
cided, that  upon  the  aecajptanoe  of  the  ouatom-lunM 
officen  of  a  bond  Pn  dntiet,  the  dain  of  tlie  Uaitad 
Btataa  ii  confined  to  the  bond,  which  extii 


S  Jotnaon'i  Rep^  S13.) 
tect,  ItLe  United  Stale*  aie  without  lemed;  in  the 
eaeea  I  haTe  itated.  It  i(  certaiolj  bat  leiionable 
that  Ike  altemati're  in  &e  con£tioa  of  the  bond  ahoold 
be  for  die  benefit  of  the  United  Slates,  and  that  the 
oMigora  abenld  be  bovnd  to  pa;  ritbei  the  lam  men- 
tionad  in  Ihe  eosMion,  n  the  aaotntt  ef  datiea,  (at 
the  option  «f  the  VBttad  Statai^)  to  be  aaoertained  a> 
dney  and  arimg antbe  nMKhndiM  entend,  dca.  I 
aj^mhaad  llnC  balhof  die  dadaiaaa  to  trUch  I  have 
leliBRad  wooid  be  daeNad  law  in  Iho  aewt*  of  the 
United  Bteteain  Ihia, dicUtfc and  pteelndB  tba  United 
Statea  fisflt  Mcoreiing  tile  Mai  amouM  of  daliea  due, 
eUberina  loit  apon  llHboBiLoiinanaotion  agiunat 
the  impoTter ;  fiiit,  became  Ilia  paitiea  to  the  iMRd 
have  laodared  the  amount  ^ecified  in  the  condition ; 
aecond,  hecauM,  hafiag  rtceiied  at  the  cniloin>honie 
a  bond  ill  the  datiei,  tlie  claim  of  the  United  State* 
must  be  confined  to  Uie  bond. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  reapecIfoUj,  ail,'  joni  moat 
obedient  aerrant. 

JONATHAN  FISK. 

Hon.  W.  H.  CniWtoiB,  Set'ry  of  tie  TVeomry. 

Wabbixbtob,  February  SI,  1918. 
Sia ;  I  have  not  been  in  a  homr  to  anawer  7001 
in  Mr.  Fiak'a  ieller,  (wliich  i*  now  retnniad,) 


d«apalch,.andbeca(wal  waaanziana  tolaan  Cromlhe 
jodgea  of  die  Sufaeme  Court  the  conoe  of  a^judicB' 
tion  in  Itxeir  mpectiTo  unoUa  on  the  qneationa  gtow- 
ing  out  of :" 


have  been  iHfierentl^  decided.  The  taW,  I  think,  had 
better  be  amended ;  but,  Inatead  of  wording  the  con- 
ditianorthe  duty  bond  in  the  iM  form,  and  ginn;  tlie 
United  nataa  the  option  of  taking  eHhar  the  aum  ex- 
pMMed  in  th»  eondition  of  the  bcmd  or  Ihe  teal  ana  nn  t 
of  dntiea,  let  die  fenaHr  be  aat  at  a  muI  wUch 
be  o*>tainlr  anSMeMl;  la^e  to  fOnsi  the  tteow 
dndea ;  and  let  the  eeadili—  (nateios  no  ana)  be  to 
paj  tb«  anoiuit  of  dotiaa  ai  Ihay  ihall  be  lacerta' 
attheeaatem-hoqaeenMiladingtheahiy.  TUa  pr^ 
poaiiioK  is  the  r*a«lt  «f  a  etafnawa  with  tba  Oaiaf 


I  have  die  honor  to  be,  air,  with  the  graateat  mpael 
ind  aateem,  7001  obedient  aarvant. 

WM.  WIHT. 
Hon.  Vfm.  H.  Ouwrwaa. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 
Tba  HoUM  ihnt  again  leaolTed  itielf  into  a 


by  ainking  thd^rom  the  worda  "  Burc^ant  ima 
vihcr,"  ani  aDbaeqaent  paiti  iheieof,  lo  make  U 
confoim  to  tba  firat  altetfttion.  The  object  of 
hia  motion  wat  (o  depiiTe  the  bill  of  ita  paitial 
feaiQie,  to  make  ita  proritioiH  eenenl  la  tbe  eom- 
mnnitr,  and  to  embnca  all  other  claasei  aa  well 
a>  the  meicaniilei  and  Hr.  8.  prooeeded  10  lub- 
mit  ilia  leaaona  at  leoKtfa,  for  detitiag  to  inelnde 
the  agricultaral  and  maoa factoring  parts  of  tha 
eommsnitr — futicnlailr  the  ljuter-~«ad  hia  ob> 
jeeliona  to  a  bill  embrkcing  the  mercantile  claaa 
alone  i  iocidenlally  dwelliDg  on  the  neeeaiitr  of 
■ome  general  and  uoiforai  uw  on  the  subject  of 
bankrtipier. 

Hr.  BfiaoBBB  iboaght  the  amendmetit  inexpe- 
dient-^partienlailf  to  the  fait  extent  it  oontem- 
pialed — though  it  might  not  be  ii^voper  to  apply 
the  bill  to  the  maaultctuiing^rtof  theioomina- 
nily;  ftod  in  illutUalionof  &aa  etinioaa,  aadof 
hia  idea#  in  favor  of  a  geaanl  syMun  of  tmnfc- 

i^y,  be  ar^ed  at  wne  laagtb. 

The  qneetiOD  trai.  tbea  laseu  on  Mr.  £IM>- 
oek'b  motion,  and  decided  in  Iha  o^aliTe. 
.  Mr.  Bpinobk  then  moved  to  ioeeit  after  the 
ward  mereAoRt  the  word  memnftuturer,  for  the 
purpoae  of  extending  the  af^licaiionof  the  bill  to 
the  letter  olaaaot' the  commiuity;  and  siattd  hi* 

[eDtioB,  in  eaae  hia  matioa  pi«Tailed,  lo  move 

enlarge  lo  fire  ihoaiaad  doUats  the  debt  necea- 
aary  to  entitle  a  creditor  to  apply  for  a  commia- 
sioQ  of  baDkraptey ;  wbieh  exleoaien  would  re- 
move (he  objection  that  the  mdmisaion  of  mana- 
GuiuTcra  would  iaelude  a  number  of  patty  atti&- 
cera,  not  coni^nplated  by  the  bilL 

To  this,  Mr.  Hopkiiibdk  repUedj  in  inbaiaDce, 
that  Ihia  eztenuon  of  tha  debt,  to  loclflde  maon- 
faeioiers,  wrald  cxolnde  mnr  tradev  whona  it 
was  the  olyeat  of  the  bill  lo  reQcw. 

The  4uesli(u  was  liien  ttken,  and  the  motion 
oegaiived,  wilboni  •  diviaioB. 

Mr.  Gut  rote^  tad  obteifad  that  be  had,  an 
Friday  last,  voted  againat  striking  out  the  first 
seotioA  of  the  bill ;  &nd  if  be  auppoeed  that  by 
one  or  tw9  weeka'  diaenaaion  the  House  could 
agree  on  a  bill  uaeTnl  to  (he  eouairy,  he  sbouU 
be  willing  10  proceed,  and  devote  (bat  time  to  tha 
tneaanre.  Bhi,  after  the  experience  of  Friday 
lait  Mr.  C.  oonfcased  that  he  reared  all  the  labor 
which  00UI4.  be  haaiowed  on  the  bill  would  be 
ihrowB  away— pat  lieu  larly  atice  (he  decisiona 
which  had  jnat  taken  place  on  the  modifieaiions 
proposed  by  Mr.  Spaiio«B.  This  opinion  he  of- 
ered  aa  an  apology  for  tba  motion  be  rose  10  make, 
whieh  was  10  rccoDsider  the  rote  on  sitiking  out 
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the  StM  MctioB,  Akt  tbe  mdm  «f  (be  0«nm<Hee 
■i^  bs  iiMrMiinetl  on  the  priDci^tfirf  tb«  bifr, 
after  it  bad  decided  lo  retain  the  feslute  jnit 
nored  w  "be  upsu^d. 

The  motioa  lo  recobsidei  the  rote  of  Friday 
wa«  agreed  to — lyes  69,  noes  58;  when 

Mr.  Clat,  for  the  r««eeflB  before  staled,  re- 
newed the  motioii  id  (trika  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill. 

This  motion  wa*  decidad,  vithoot  dsbaif,  in 
tha  aegalira— aye*  69,  noes  66.  By  a  aetjond 
<WBM,  the  ayes  wen*  66,  the  oms  71.     ' 

Ur.  WiLLUMS,  of  Nwih  Oatolina,  belieTjn^, 
DotwitfasUndiDg  tha  f  oie  juM  taken  oB  the  first 
aeclieii,  that  there  wcmld  allimately  be  a  major- 
ity of  tm  House  a^iDil  the  bill,  and  for  the  pop- 


tfae  Committee  lite,  thai  it  might  be  refitted  lea  re 
to  sit  again,  and  the  question  theo  decided  in  the 
Hoiue. 

Ur.  Mercer  t^poted  this  motion,  sntd  UxA 
oecaaion  to  espreaaois  dieapprobalionof  ibeeodrsa 

Ereued  on  this  subject,  in  atraioB  to  destroy  the 
I  in  the  oMsti  by  morinr  to  strike  oat  the  first 
section.  It  was  always  allowed  by  parliameErt- 
ary  juatice  and  parliameatary  courtesy  lo  the 
ffiendt  of  ■  measnre  to  aaoke  it  ae  perfect  as  they 
oooU  before  Ibc  sense  of  the  House  efaould  be 
taken  on  the  principle  of  tlte  proposition.  On 
tkia  oecarion,  na  belisred  4faat  there  was  a  major-  . 
itfof  tbe  HoateagaiaM  iba  bill,  and  he  wm  there- 
fore surprised  lo  leara  the  result  of  ttie  rote  on 
Friday  on  lu^ng  out  the  first  seetitn.  For  liis 
own  jwTt,  he  wai  not  asfaamed  to  eonfess  that  his 
minion  had  bc«i  ohanged  on  ibis  sahjaoi,'  by  the 
able  and  eenelosire  •rgoincnta  wliieh  had  been 
ni«edbyhia£tiend(Hr.HoFliiifloif)in  itsftror. 
Tnefriendsoflhc  Ull  onght  not  lo  despair,  there- 
fete,  and  be  hoped  they  would  be  permitted  to 
proceed  in  maiarng;  the  naeaaore. 

Hr.  CL.AT  remarked,  tbat  his  object  io  the 
coniM  which  he  had  taken  was  the  economy  of 
the  liaae  of  the  House.  It  wai  true,  tkat  all  tfae 
indioBtioa*  diacloaed  af  the  eeaae  of  the  House 
were  in  faror  of  the  bill  j  bni  if  any  eonrse  could 
ba  adopted  to  sarc  materially  the  time  of  the 
Hooae,  it  wna  fair  to  try  it  on  ihis  tBeksnre;  ft^' 
•aoae,  if  it  were  taken  op  iTgalarly,and  the  whole 
uxiy-fonr  sectiODs  diteussed,  which  wonM  coit- 
same  «ne  or  two  weeks,  it  watTery  probable  Ikat 
the  bill  would  be  loM  by  the  rarianee  of  ot)iiiion- 
on  some  of  ita  important  details.  Mt.C.  ena- 
Bumted  some  of  tbe  proriaions  on  Which  proba- 
bly an  inrincibfc  diSerenee  of  opinion  wonld 
axiBtiandpanicakrliedtfaefeatBrewhiohTequirea 
tk«  consent  of  two-thirds  of  tfae  creditors,  which 
ke  tbei^ht  ineompatH>le  with  tfae  only  pnaciple 
that  JMiifled  thepaaaagetJntnnkiaptlaw  at  ad, 
wbien  was  to  reliere  a  man  from  his  oreditots  on 
hia  Burtendeiing  all  his  property,  and  resloring 
him  to  soeietr.  This  and  other  provisions  woulct, 
he  «aa  cmndent,  consume  much  lime,  whieb. 
after  att,  be  ezpeoied  would  be  to  no  pnrpose  ;  aoo 
for  this  reason  ho  had  endeanred  at  once  to  anii- 
eip«M  the  final  decision. .  -  - 


Mr.  Ho^EimoH  said  tbe  UH  baif  stooi  the 
afaeck  of  tfae  role  to  strike  ont  (he  first  seciiott, 
and  the  Committee  bad  decided  to  gooo,  Rnd  see 
iftbey  could  jiot  ojiree  on  some -system  for  eAit 
important  object.  He  was  as  unwilling  aiaoy 
bne  to  cotisume  uselessly  the  time  of  the  Buine, 
but  be  ffaa  opposed  to. a  premauire  i^jcciiua  «i 
the  measure,  patiiculariy  after  the  r«pe»ted  nla- 
sal  of  the  CoraraiuBB  oi  tbe  Whole  to  alrike  eat 
ikefirsisectioQ.  As  lo  the  ptoviatMM  whinh  W 
been  ireferred  lo,  it  w«ii]d  be  tine  aaongh  Whaa 
Iboaa  ftaiMivs  wove  acted  «n  to  aee  wh«<b«r  ika 


eaU*  poipaac,  and 


ConniHee  would  agree  oh  -tbona  to  ati*  aneti- 

„Li J  .u_,  g^  «eBoi*B^y.    H« 

,„ fropriatf,  if  it  moaM  fct 

iose,  of  first  hrinpar  Wpihe  pnTfiaioits  alladet 
10^  that  the  genw  of  me  Commiftee  mi^t  be  ob- 
tamed,  nnd  see  whether  it  would  be  worth  iriiik 
lo  proceed  with  the  other  details. 

Mr.  WiLLiAKB  faariag  pt«vioasly  withdrutn 
his  jnation  Ibr  that  purpose — 

Mr.  TociUB,  of  Vit2inia,in  aceoidmnce  wUh 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  lC)PKiXBDii,nMvadtUat  the 
Committee  by  geaeial  consent  agree  to  take  up 
Srsi  for  cDosideratioB  tbe  tbiitysixtli  aeclion  a 
the  bill,  (which  piorides  for  ike  permBaent  dir 
charge  of  a  bankrupt  ftam  all  dcbu  eoniraeied 
previously  to  Imc  bankau^cy,  baeioc  ennendercd 
all  bis  probity  lo  fais^aodiiua,  &o.) 

Mr.  BAnaoBS  faariiig  hitanded,  whan  ihia  fen- 
Hueof  tha  bill  ahodd  come  up  m  diacnaaion,  t* 
•ftr  sane  remnrkaoa  jl,  bMvnwflliAg  to  troabla 
the  Ooaaanttea  at  to  J«e  u  hour  of  ik«  day, 
honed  (if  it  waa  the  iBteDtion^Aefii'eaAoTrAe 
Mil  tfr  a^ne  this  praririon  at  all)  that  the  Com- 
mittee wotlld  BOW  rise. 

Tfae  Committee,  on  motfon  of  Ur.TEWt,thea 
rose,  teported  prorress,  and,  after  same  opp(»ition 
ibereto,  obtained  Teare  lo  sit  agaio. 

Mr.  BowAnns  then,  for  the  purpose  of  tijing 
lonclusirely  the  sense  of  the  Hotife  on  this  aS- 
jecL  mered  that  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  be 
discaargad  from  the  further  considemljaii  of  ihe 
bill,and  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Before  this  qnestioo  was  pu^  on  motion  cnair. 
the  Hatise  adjonrnetl. 

WnoMaauT,  Nwuaty  9&i  ■ 
Mr.  LTttlb  presented  saodry  reaoluifons  of 
c  Oenenl  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Maryland, 
upon  [be  subject  of  the  defence  of  the  maritime 
froDtiet  of  tbat  3taie,  and  offcritig  to  cede  to  the 
Cnited  States,  free  of  expense,  any  ooriion  of 
their  letiitoiy  vpon  wbkii  it  may  be  aeieiained 
to  establish  a.  turoi  depot.— I^id  an  the  table. 

Ml.  HvoB  iSBLaoM.  from  the  Cammtueo  m 
Um  Judiciary,  raporKa  a  bill  mote  efltataally  » 
pfori*ic  far  tb«'  unoitkneBt  of  eertaiB  eriaaat 
agaioat  Uta  Uaiica  Suiet,  aad  foe  eihs  pwpooef  j 
which,  waa-  read,  twiaerand  aOaUaitaed  tea  Com- 
mitiee  of  the  Whale,  t«>mocraw. 

Mf .  RosaaTatMi,  ^  LoiMUa,  front  ike  Oom- 
miitee  on  PuUie  unda,  t»  whieh  w*«  tefvtred 
the  bill  fhHD  the  Bcimi^  entilletf  "An  act  prorid- 
ing  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  diitrici  of 
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MaiiattB,  and  for  ttu  hwsiioii  of  olaimi,  uid  sKia 
of  oeruin  land*  ia  the  divtrict  of  Viae  bob  w,"  ic- 
porteil  the  same  withont  ameiuliaent,  utd  it  ms 
ordered  to  be  read  b  third  lime,  lo-tODrrow. 

Mr.  Ros£BTsoN,  from  the  •aia«coiaDailEe&  also 
made  a  report  on  Uie  peiiiiort  of  «tu)dr;  ioliabi- 
tante  of  the  Prairie  dn  Chieo,  which  wai  read  j 
irheD,  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
inh^tants  of  Pnurie  da  Chiea,  whieb  wai  read 
twice,  and  cotainitted  to  a  Committee  of  ike 
Whole. 

Mr.  RoBEKTBOM  alM  r«potteda  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Willtaia  Bartoo,  woieh  wae  lead  twice, 
and  committed  to  «  Committee  of  the  Whole, 


Mr.  LowMDESgfroEa  the  Committee  of  Wafe 
and  Meaiu,  made «  report  OQ  the  petitioo  ofBen- 
jamui  Pool,  which  wv  read  ;  wlien,  Mr.  L.  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  uid  BeDJaiow 
Pood,  which  wai  read  twice,  and  eonmitled  to  a. 
Committee  «f  the  Whole,  co-morrow. 

Mr.  LowKDEB  alio  reported  a  bill  aopplemant- 
arr  to  an  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
cellectioD  of  tae  dative  on  imports  aad  tonnage," 
pawed  ik«  Zd  of  March,  1789;  which  waa  read 
twic^  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

After  referring  to  the  incoaveDieDce  often  exr 
perienced  by  Conmitlea*  of  the  Houh,  particu- 
larly tliat  ot  Bleetieiu,  from  a  want  of  iheaiatniaa 
of  the  respeetire  States,  Mr.  Tatlw  of  New 
York,  moved  the  followiDg  reealiUion,  which  wm 
agreed  to: 


Stalaa,  to  be  lupt  in  Aw  nfiet.  Ih  the  we  o 


Ob  motia*  of  Ur.  HrMiRn,  the  Committee 
on  Peosioae  and  Reralnlioaarf  Claims  weiw  in- 
simcted  to  iinaii«  iau  the  cxpediener  of  plac- 
ing Oliver  Pilupber,  late  a  ^nte  in  the  Tlth 
regiment  of  Htm  York  nHfiua,  on  the  p«MioD 
Itfi. 

A  Mtaaage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  tinre  paned  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  to  niter  and  anuod  an  net,  apiprored  the  3d 
day  of  Haiefa,  1617,  eolteled  'An  aol  to  esteliliah 
a  aeparnte  tarutorial  soremBeoi  for  the  eaatem 
part  of  iha  MiMiaalppi  TerriiMr,''  io  wfcieli  they 
aak  the  UDonrcenee  o(  Ik i*  How*. 

The  nM  UU  wai  icnd  ivwe,  nnd  cflmnitted 
to  the  Coaamiitee  on  the  Jndieinrr. 

The  SHAun  laid  before  the  Home  a  letter 
from  the  Beeietnry  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Commiuioner  of  Claims,  ia  OMwer  to  the 
reeoliition  of  thla  House  of  the  13lh  IniiaM ; 
wkieb  wai  read,  and  leftned  to  the  Ocnunittee 
oTGlnwa. 

CRErrr  for  lawds  to  emigrants. 

Mr.  RoBSRTeon,  from  the  Commiuee  oa  the 
Public  Lauds,  made  bq  onfaTorable  report  on  the 

?litionof  the  Iri«h  Emigrant  Society,  of  New 
oiL  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  PiltiborBh, 
which  wa*  read  and  ordated  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Thn  K^oil  it  as  follows : 


The  CenmitUe  en  Pahb  l^ande,  tc 

fined  the  petition  of  tba  Iriaharaifrant  at 

N.Toik,  Plulule)iituB.9dtinioie,  and  Pittsbnrgb,  have 
had  the  same  oiider  eonaideratiDni  and  npon :  Thfit 
tha  pabtionen  uk  that  a  ^ition  of  the  public  knd 
Ijiag  in  the  lUiooi*  Terntonr,  maj  be  set  apart  fot 
the  purpose  of  being  settled  bj  smigrauts  from  Ire- 
land, to' whom  it  is  requested  the  lauds  maj  be  *aU 
on  an  extended  credit.  For  the  reamns  urged  In 
&Ti>r  of  this  appIiecttoB,  the  Committee  refar  the 
HouM  to  tha  petidons  ibemeelvee. 

The  Mowing  speeille  pnpoulitnis  were  also  eub. 
mittad  to  the  oeuiUeratiOB  of  the  Coiaaltlee  bp  the 
agenta  efthe  petidonnM,  via : 

1.  That  the  SecMlai7  ef  the  Tieaaai^  shMdd  b« 
raihsthid  to  deeifnate  end  Mt  apart  —  tmnudiipak 
eacliofslxnila«sfaare,inlheIUineieTerritDr7,Mat 
of  *a  militaiy  bonoly  len^  each  sHemnla  etettm 
thereof  to  be  settled  bv  enigtanle  fi«m  Ireland,  Md 
sold  to  then)  at  twe  dollan  per  actt^  eu  a  oredit  of 
four  jeara  for  oaS'tbiTd,  al|ht  years  for  oa»^hiTd,  and 
twelve  jean  £»  the  last  instahneut,  with  inlaraat  vfoa 
the  several  aums. 

3.  That  the  Becretarr  of  the  Ttsssut;  abould  be  at 
liberlj  to  reject  applicatioua,  unless  the  applicaol  emi- 
grant* ihonld  be  satia&etoril^  recommended  to  aone 
of  the  Irish  Emigrant  Assocutioujh  a*  moral  and  in> 
dastrkins  men. 

8.  That  uo  contract  Aould  be  made  with  anj  emi- 
grant, mdees  ha  would  engage  to  imrarore  at  least 
twenty,  of  each  oua  hDndred  aores,  sua  enwt  s  len^ 
meat  snhaMe  Hit  Ma  eboda. 

4.  That  no  eenWact  daoold  be  binding  t^on  the 
VniMd  atalea,  nee  title  veat  in  any  emigrant  mttftc, 
TJiiir  he  bad  made  the  jmpeevMnent  and  asMeMent 
aharsMMutiMMdi  and  W^  paid  Ibr  Hie  1^  eoBlMBted 
for. 

6.  That  no  nmtaaM  sheold  be  usde,  or  patent  ie- 
■uad]  to  any  eettlec  oi  hie  heii%  Or  meeo  than  aU 
(umdied  andbrly  amy. 

6.  That  in  every  iostenee  in  wkicb  the  ceodiliona 
of  imprarament,  settlement,  and  payment  should  not 
be  comjdied  with  at  the  expiratton  of  Oie  term  of 
twelve  yeare,  Oe  Becreta^  of  ttu  Treasury  should 
cause  the  lands  so  finlUted  to  be  sold,  fin  the  benall 
of  the  United  States :  provided,  that  in  every  ease  in 

whldt  pavmont'ln  part  had  been  made,  t*"  ~ 

■Uras  u«M  diould  be  rrfhnded  to  '* 
or  hisheira 

The  OemmMee  re*r  to  Oeb  repetto  on  etvenl 
snelegene  esees,  seme  of  which  have  been  sanetioued 

A*  Hansskodtees  whMi  still  be  onttstaMcftr 


BAIfKRUPT  BILL. 

Tha  House  then  again  |iroceeded  to  Ut«  con- 
sideration of  the  Bonkiapt  bill. 

The  queetion  being  on  Mr.  Eowaadb's  motion, 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
from  the  mrther  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  to 
poelpone  it  indefinitelr. 

Mr.  WntTKOH,  of  MassachuseRs  roec.  In  the 
section  of  country,  aaid  Mr.  W.,  in  which  I  lire, 
a  very  conaideruMe  number  of  unfortunate  mer- 
chaau  are  looking  with  (^reat  anxiety  for  the 
adoption  of  a  meunrc  eiinuar  to  that  sow  under 
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ewidderslioD.  TMi  being  the  ewe.  I  caanot 
neonciie  it  ro  ■  Mnw  of  dnty  to  tvmt  this  bill 
to  be  rejected  withoul  an  effort,  on  my  part,  to 
ooQtribDie  mj  mite  toirards,  if  posiible,  a  better 
nndentRDding  of  the  subject. 

Tlieinerch«nisgei)enirf,throughouttheXJiiioo, 
may,  undoubtedlf,  be  considered  as  soliciting 
this  measare.  The  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
it  are,  in  tiie  first  ioBtanee,  to  be  felt  ^  Ibem} 
and  the  pains  and  penalties  to  be  tofiand  are 
exclDiireTr  confined  to  ikem.  Of  theM  pains 
ud  penaltiea^  boweTei  serete,  iko  merehant  do«a 
not  complain.  Yet  it  is  on  thewvantr  and  bo*' 
cllf  of  Ui«M  penallia  that  aome  gentlemen  tu*i 
(raiui4«d  tbeir  oppoakion.  But  the  meKbant 
Makei  no  *aeh  otijeelioD.  Tbo  iionorabte  gen- 
denwit  (Hr.  Bhitb)  from  Maryland,  who  may, 
nuphatiealiy,  be  styled  the  represeatatire  of  tlie 
merchant  apm  thi*  floor,  maaee  no  snch  abjec- 
tion. Why,  then,  should  these  penallies  have 
nch  terrors  for  other  gentlemen  whom  they  do 
not  and  nerer  can  affect  1 
'  But  this  law,  it  ii  said,  is  to  confer  peculiar 
pririlegea  npon  a  particnlar  class  of  men.  Be  it 
so.  1  grant  it.  Bat,  sir,  these  privileges,  if  con- 
ferred, would  injure  no  other  class.  If  they 
wodIi^  I  should  besilale.  On  the  contrary,  in 
my  opinion,  the  conferring  these  privileges  will 
ulumately  lend  much  more  to  the  benefit  of  the 
pDblic  than  the  mcrcbani.  It  is,  sir,  the  agrical- 
larisi  thai  will  finally  reap  the  ben^t  of  this 
mcaaare.  I  agree  that  the  agrievltnral  Interest 
m  tUt  eoaairr  ia  panunoani  to  all  others ;  aad 
nbova  all  oaght  lo  be  ebetishad.  It  is  from  the 
•gricultutisu  that  we  derive  the  ariiclei  of  pri- 
mary imponanee  and  neeesstiy.  This  class  of 
BRD  eomposes  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  popttla- 
tion,  ana  the  most  worthy  popnlalion  of  oar 
conntry.  Their  interest  is,  tberefore,  in  what- 
ever we  may  do,  to  be  first  consulted. 

Bui,  sir,  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  fixed  princi- 
ple, of  which  there  can  be  no  doab^  that  what- 
ever encourages  conunerce  is  beneficial  to  agri- 
culture. They  go  hand  in  hand.  The  matri- 
monial connexion  itaelf,  it  not  more  Intimate 
than  is  this  onion  between  commace  and  agri- 
enltur*.    If  the  husband  flonrisbw  and  becames 


n  dnidfs  and  a 
•Ian.  And  it  is  so  with  ike  merdumi  and  the 
farmer;  when  the  former  is  prosperone and  no- 
qniraG  wealth,  the  condition  of  the  farmer  u 
ameliorated.  If  the  merchant  is  nnenccesaful, 
the  farmer  can  hare  no  ready  market  for  biisnr- 
plns  produce.  The  consequence  is  that  he  can- 
not avail  himself  of  fbnds  wherewith  lo  increase 
his  comforts  and  conveniences ;  he  cannot  erect 
and  finish  new  buildings;  he  cannot  hire  and 
pay  laborers;  he  cannot  improve  and  render 
pcrmaBCntly  better  the  farm  he  occupies.  Ne- 
eeesaiicB  he  may  get ;  bat  he  most  laW  under 
•very  disadvantage.  It  is  not  so  when  com- 
merce flourishes;  he  then  gets  a  faigb  price  for 
everything  he  can  spare;  he  can  then  match 
fbtward  with  a  sure  and  steadyprogress  to  wealth 
1,  his  farm  ii 


and  ease.  His  taxes  are  paid,  \ 


a  improred. 


his  hoildisga  repaired  and  ndornecf,  bu  tefly 
edocated,  and  the  beanty  and  proepenr/-  of  &e 
country  generally  promoted. 

Hence  it  becomes  onr  daiy  to  do  evemhi^ia 
our  power  for  the  eneoarag«ment  au  ^ratee* 
lion  of  the  merchant,  with  ■  single  eyciathe 
prosperity  of  the  agricnltare  of  oar  e«KiBtri.  If 
experience  were  necenaty  to  conTiitee  the  pM- 
ple  of  this  troth,  we  have  had  it  abandautf. 
Whoever  will  look  back  to  the  period  antetnt 
to  the  embargo  of  December,  1806^  nnd  coansi 
the  sUte  of  Uiinge  whieh  then  exisMd,  with  (bn 
which  followed,  will  aee  how  caMadnl  the  eom- 
mereial  is  to  the  agrieultiiral  proaperity  of  oai 
country.  Before  that  time  iheeommereeof  this 
country  was  nnpataUded.  The  like  t^  it  mt 
never  before  witneseed.  The  eoBaeqaetiee  wis, 
that  wealth  andproBperilywaredffBMdtbrongh^ 
oBl  onr  cotiniT]r.  Om  country  towns  aad  riJIuMs 
grew  and  flourished.  The  eye  of  the  trav^et 
was  everywhne  rnaled  with  the  riew-  of  ia- 
ereasing  industry  and  prosperity. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  mirietiTe  lyatcm  (of 
which  it  is  not  now  my  purpose  t«  comnlaui,  it 
may  have  been  wise)  the  scene  was  eaaoged. 
The  merchant,  alone,  felt  the  first  shock  j  but  in 
influence  finally  teacned  the  farmer;  and  though 
its  approach  to  him  was  more  alow,  it  was  on 
the  whole  not  lee*  aerere.  It  Uaated  his  |Hoa-  ' 
peels.  It  did  ool  overwhelm  and  pinnge  bim  ia 
utter  rnio,  a^  in  many  instances,  it  did  the  BOtf 
chant.  Bni  its  influenee  crept  upon  himgtmda-  I 
ally  and  unpeiceived,  nnd  blasted  and  U^led 
his  future  proapects.  His  &rm  ao  loagv  uhib- 
iled  marks  of  improvement.  Shi  his  honae  or 
bis  buildings  need  tapunttoo,  they  m«*t,  um^ 
theless,  remain  as  they  were.  Tin*el  where  yoa 
wonld,  everTihinx  wore  a  glooaij'  nnd  aicheuv 
aapeoL  Before  ibis  lime  Uke  iaim  itadfl  ind^ 
pendent  of  any  improvement,  had  gndnally  in- 
creaaed  in  valna.  But  under  ibis  ttecwttion  of 
commerce  it  depreciated.  And  fiaally,  aoeinsa 
of  the  commnniiy  felt  more  sensibly  ihit  fdu»- 
grade  Dtorenent  in  the  a&irs  of  onr  eoBBtrjr 
Ihan  did  the  ftnnars  themeelreb 

Hence,  we  see  Iha  intimaey  in  the  connexion 
between  ihe^pnieperily  of  the  nteK^nt,nnd  ihe 
oTont  eouniry.    It  becomes  na,  iken, 


proapeniy 

eunof^oa- __.     .- 

make  for  that  purpose  wa  an  bound  in  duty 
to  make.  Be  it  Cor  the  benefit  of  Ak  merchant, 
in  the  first  instancy  it  will,  nevertheleai,  torn 
out  finally,  lo  be  for  the  general  benefit  of  o« 
common  conalry. 
Bat,  sir,  the  merchant  is  entitled  to  thb  rega- 
tioa  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  hia  liability  ta 
misfottaae.  If  the  merchant  is  ovorwhelmed,  it 
is  in  the  nature  of  his  business  that  it  abonid  be 
from  unforeseen  accident,  and  also  aadden.  Not 
Eo  with  the  farmer  or  planter.  Their  ruin  in, 
almost  always,  gradual,  and  from  knowa  causa, 
within  their  control.  Their  capital  consists  in 
real  estate,  whichnothingehort  of  an  earthquake 
or  some  other  violent  cooeuaion  of  oaluie, 
Which  seldom  or  never  happeni,  can  »tteet  or 
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dcatroy.  It  !■  ths  ineoma  only  of  the  fikraui 
that  U  at  «ll  prMwiotu.  On  the  otlier  huid  it  it 
th«  mcrehknt's  eipitil  that  i>  kt  all  limes  at  lia2- 
ard.  Bvery  cUbrl  of  ihe  merofaant  i>  •arroatiiled 
with  daoger ;  the  very  buia  on  which  be  sianda 
ia  every  moment  liable  to  be  awepl  away. 

Gtenllemen  haTe  said  the  merahaDi  may  in- 
sore.  So  indeed  he  ean  a*  to  some  rirfct,  bot  not 
ma  to  all.  He  may  iuuTe  against  tea  ritke  and 
eaptme.  But  are  these  all  the  riaks  to  which  the 
merchant  is  liable!  Indeed  ihey  are  doI.  The 
riaka  which  oveiwhelm  him  aie  more  frequently, 
and  almost  always,  those  against  which  he  can 
haTe  no  iDsnrance.  A  merchant,  in  shipping:  a 
cargo  to  a  foreign  port,  must  make  the  best  eal- 
calation  he  eao  upon  the  market  there;  and, 
after  all,  he  may  be  Qltoly  deeerred.  Though 
from  the  last  adriees  the  market  may  be  gocd, 
yei,  before  hie  cargo  will  reash  them,  Mine  great 
political  change,  or  tome  embargo  or  reslriclire 
avitem  ihMBj  or  the  sadden  indoz  of  property  of 


tae  eame  kind  to  that  market,  may  ruin  the 
he  merchant  to  whom  the  cargo 
I  for  sales  and  returns  may  fail 


voyage.  Anin,  ^e  merchant  to  whom  the  cargo 
may  be  eoougned  for  sales  and  returns  may  fail 
with  the  whole  proceeds  in  bb  hand*.    The 


maater  of  die  ship,  cargo  belonging 
may  be  guilty  of  barratry  end  run  away  with,  or 
eoDVert  the  whole,  fraudnlenily,  lo  bis  own  um. 
Again,  the  cargo  from  a  foreign  port  shipped  in 
return,  in  eemlug  to  a  port  in  this  country,  may 
from  want  of  judgmeoi  or  a  change  in  eveois 
come  lo  a  bad  markel.  We  cannot  be  insensible 
(o  the  risk  our  merchants  bare  been  subjected  to 
from,  perhaps,  the  wise  and  Decessary  measures 
of  our  own  QoreramenL  If  we  reenr  again  to 
the  embargo  of  December,  1806,  we  shaU  bare 
an  instance  of  this  the  most  opprestire.  The 
eonrse  of  trade  before  thai  time,  among  export- 
ers had  been  to  pDrebase  np,  in  the  Fall,  after 
harrest,  the  products  of  oar  country,  and  slore 
them  for  ezpoilation.  As  the  ihipe  of.  ihe  mer- 
ebant,  then  out  arrived,  or  as  he  could  procnre 
others,  ihia  prodnee,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
year,  woold  be  exported. 

Ai  the  time  of  laying  the  embargo,  in  1806^ 
which  was  lata  in  December,  the  products  of  the 
cooBtry  bad  been  thus  putehased,  and  were  on 
hand.  To  riiae  fnada  to  enable  Ihe  merchant  to 
pay  for  these  nradoett,  be  had  beea  in  the  habit 
of  drawing  bills  of  exchange  on  ibe  meiebant  in 
Eorope  to  whom  these  produets  were  to  be  sent, 
payable  ai  such  future  period*,  to  wit,  at  sixty 
ot  one  hundred  and  twenty  days  after  si^i,  as 
the  merehaal  would  snppoaa  (o  be  sufficient  to 
enable  him  toaend  out  hiseargoes  lo meet  them, 
Theee  bills  were  negotiated  in  Ihe  raarhei  for 
cash ;  and  with  this  cash  the  merchant  paid  for 
his  prodnee.  The  bills  wen  then  lemitted  to 
the  merchant  abroad  on  whom  they  were  drawn. 
The  merchant  who  drew  them,  iheo,  set  himself 
to  work  lo  set  forward  his  cargoes.  Before  he 
got  them  o^  howBTM-,  in  1600,  and,  in  maoy  in- 
slaDee%  even  after  his  vessels  were  loaded,  the 
embargo  was  laid  and  enforced.  Tbe  eonseqnenee 
was,  that  tbe  bills,  after  beicg  kept  tilt  due,  were 
letnraed,  protested  for  ooo'^yment.  They  ihtt 


became  payaUe  in  this  eoonliy,  with  the  uddi- 
tion  of -__  per  eent  damages,  besides  interest  and 
costs.  Tbe  property,  at  the  same  tin^  with 
which  those  bills  were  to  have  been  peid,  instead 
of  baring  gone  lo  a  market  where  it  would  hare 
afforded  a  profit  to  the  merchant,  had  remained 
on  hand,  and  bad  fallen  fifty  per  cent,  in  value. 
His  ships,  also,  instead  of  earning  htm  money, 
were  rapidly  decaying  at  tbewbarf.  The  eonso- 
qaeoce  was,  that  this  class  of  merebaats,  the 
moet  ralnable  to  the  agricultural  interest,  from 
one  end  of  the  Union  lo  the  other  were  sunk  in 
irreirierahle  ruin.  Uuch  tbe  same  was  tbe  ease 
with  the  merchiDt  engaged   in   the  circuilens 


stantljr  on  huid  store-honses  full  of  foreign  com- 
modities to  be  exported.  For  Ibis  he  wae  gener- 
ally indebted.  It  was  oaavoidably  incident  lo 
large  commercial  enterprises  that  it  should  be 
carried  on  upon  extensire  credit.  This  class  of 
merchants,  as  well  as  the  former,  were  oanght 
with  iheii  goods  and  their  ships  on  band ;  and, 
while  (heir  ships  wen  rnnniug  to  destraetron. 
their  goods  were  reduced  to  one  half  the  or igioal 
ralue.  This  description  of  mercfcanls,  generally, 
fell  a  saeriOce  also.  Here,  tbeo,  we  see  a  seriea 
of  risks,  a^insl  wfaieh  no  human  foresight  oonld 
have  provided,  and  agaiast  wbieb  tbere  eould  be 
no  ineuranoe,  and  to  which  the  faiinres  in  ninetv- 
nine  eases  in  a  bnndrsd  which  bare  happened  in 
tbe  United  Slates,  are  to  be  solely  atlribnicd.  A 
set  of  merchants  of  as  niaeh  enterprise  and  of  as 
fair  lepatations  as  ever  existed  In  anv  country, 
have  lallea  victims  to  the  measnraa  o(  our  own 
aoveroment.  Is  it  not  iw,  then,  from  this  Gov- 
crnneai  to  libemte  them,  if  poesifala  (reni  a  per- 
lion  of  the  misery  which  has  thus  beea  broofht 
upon  them?  Tfaeit  property  eannoi  be  resiond 
to  them,  but  they  oaa  be  rradered  free  ageats; 
they  can  be  set  at  liberty  and  left  to  their  ew* 
perioDal  eneriions,  Tbcycan  be  reetoied  t*us»- 
fnlnesB,  to  their  families  and  to  their  eaaottf . 

Tbe  state  of  thinsi  now  existingin  the  diflin- 
ent  Biaies  in  the  Union  demands  this  intcrfbr- 
cnae  of  the  Legidature  of  tbe  Uaieo.  Tbe  mae- 
ehanls  tbroaghout  the  world  are  one  gnat  ftw- 
ily,  havinic  inicreoune  aad  eennezion  wilb  each 
other.  A  law  common  to  them  all  i*  highty 
destiaUe.  Hence  it  is,  that  we  hear  of  the  law 
merehani,  wliicb  already  exists  ia  several  partl- 
culars  in  rdaiien  to  this  class  of  man  ihroughom 
the  eiviliacd  world.  It  is  oar  deiy,  at  least,  te 
produce  as  much  of  a  uniformity  thtotigbent  the 
United  States  as  possible.  Our  merchaala,  freai 
one  end  of  the  Union  to  tbe  other,  have  a  toa^ 
stunt  intercourse  with  each  other.  Hew  impor- 
tant, then,  is  it  that  we  should  hate  but  one  cede 
of  laws  for  their  regulstion  1  We  all  irieh  to 
diminish  the  risks  to  which  they  are  snbjent,  as 
mncb  as  possible.  If  tbclawssbould  be  ibcsame 
tbrougbout  the  Uaion,  they  would  be  enabled  to 
predicate  their  caleulationa  aeDordingly.  As  it 
now  is,  a  merchant  in  one  Bute  knows  not  what 
lo  czpaet  In  case  of  the  fnilnra  (tf  his  corteipoad 
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cot  ioanr  other  Sute.  In  lome  Staita  there  are 
iBKdTeBtUwi,iDothenlhtr«ueiioiK.  In  < 
Bimtn  the  bodf  in  axttnoied  from  armt  and  the 
propntj  mbjcet  lo  ■tucMmeni;  in  olherE  Ihe  body 
II  liabM  and  the  propnij  not.  And  in  •very 
8t«te  tfaoM  DearOTE  ine  inaolvent  seeuie  ihcir 
d>bti  wholly,  while  thoaa  ■!  ■  dieimcc  get  noth- 
ing. Heace  it  ii,  tbtl  cooldeau  bctwera  mar- 
etMQl*  in  di&rent  parts  of  the  Uojan  ii  impaired. 
If  the  lyitem  now  in  conteniidaiioii  ahoutd  be 
adopted,  it  would  be  otherwite.  The  dittant 
mwehaM  would  know  tfa*  yround  od  which  be 
■toed,  as  well  ai  ibe  mercbaot  aeat  at  haad  ;  he 
would  feel  asEured  that,  at  any  raii^  he  abonld 
get  aomeihing  Car  hia  deU ;  that  it  woald  not  be 
a  toiai  low. 

It  i*  objected,  ibM  tha  debt  of  the  merchant  . 
the  farmer  is  to  ba  ditehatged  ;  -whneaa,  the  debt 
whiah  a  farmer  mifht  ow«  a  mercbaai  wunid 
not  be.  Thia  ii  no  objection  to  the  bitL  The 
farmer  will  thtu  hare  a  prinlege  conferred  ^gan, 
nthar  than  injnry  done  him.  The  farmer  Uvea 
nnaie  from  tha  commercial  lewa  in  which  hia 
nercbaal  ii  alwayi  to  be  found.  When  a  bmt- 
chiBt  biia,  bia  eadotacn,  and  laietiet,  and  friend 
)y  eredilora,  ua  atwaysafaoai  him,  and  tecarc  hia 
whole  eSeoti ;  and  the  faroter,  in  erery  inttmMe, 
■  a  total  loat ;  he  doea  not  know  of  the 


«  farmer 

would  aland  ai  good  a  chance  as  the  meet  favored 
creditor  oc  secuiiy ;  he  would  come  ia  for  an 
equal  diridead.  Now,  sir,  would  this  be  no  priv- 
ilege worth  aeeuriag  to  the  farmer  1    And  could 


a  had  been  atrip- 


he  not,  for  the  aake  of  it,  affiird  togiTenpa  worth- 
bm  chancB  afaiaii  a  debtor,  who  had  be 
pad  of  ereryibiDK  7 

This  iyilem  will,  like  erery  other,  undeubtedly 
be  abused;  there  is  no  human  relation  that 
will  not  be.  Fraud  will  be  pnctiaed.  Blake 
what  rcgalatioa  rou  will,  attenpti  will  be  made 

evada  It.     Tiie  realneiiTe  sptem  w«s  pro- 


4aetire  of  mate  fraud  aod  perjury  than  any  other 
.    The  posHbiliirof 


D  thia  eoaatry.  . 

•naseu  no  argument  against  any  measure.  The 
queatioa  ikDald  be— wtU  the  measure,  en  the 
whole,  he  prodnclirc  of  beacfltl  What  will  be 
tfca  altnatioa  of  the  merehaat  without  this  ragU' 
talionl  He  will  be  compelled,  from  aeceuTty, 
Mcomiait  fmud.  It  ia  not  in  htiman  nature  le 
nri*ttheiaip«liei«iL  Been  onrrJigioaiicbai 
ua,  that  he  Ibat  will  not  proTide  for  bis  own,  i* 
wone  Ihu  aa  iafideL  If  a  mndmat  fomea 
that  hie  milt  is  appcoaobia^i  that  he  baa  qo  hope 
lo  -tare  Unuelf  and  hia  wife  and  children  (hwa 
mtaary  and  beggary*  but  by  aecreting  as  much 
of  hb  praperty  as  possible,  and  placing  it  wlwre 
he  can  eommand  it  as  his  necenitica  nuy  requite, 
cuwe  expect  that  he  should  refrain  from  do- 
ing U? 

Bat,  air,  Ihe  great  abjection  to  this  bill  is,  that 
it  will  exonerate  the  debtor,  aftar  he  is  direstcd 
of  erery  cent  of  property,  and  aAcr  an  equal  dit- 
ttibation  of  it  amou  his  creditors,  from  further 


would  bo  uiMtly  uaclcei. 


aaaud  against  a 


maawbobadbeea  deprived  of  kJaatniOBtfanhing. 
would  be  worse  than  useleat.  It  wooU,  u  has 
been  vrell  remarked,  be  the  Tory  eane  wk;^ 
debtor  could  never  afterwards  aeqmmanrpm- 
erty,  with  which  to  make  further  payment,  t 
there  wai  property  that  he  migbt  attacr««  in- 
herit, this  cjrcnmataace  would  induce  theiniiot 
to  so  contrive  it  that  no  creditor  sfaould  crci  i<ml 
hiuHclf  of  a  particle  of  iL  Go  iato  meichmfc- 
ing  be  could  not,  because  visible  jwtyerly  ii» 
■eniJal  te  catryiof  it  on,  and  this  tbe  crediM 
woald  iiMUntly  seize.  This  naked  cfaiiiD  afui 
a  naked  debtor,  would  only  enable  a  erediurk 
gratify  a  vindictive  and  vile  diiposition.  lam, 
sir,  aatotfisbed  at  tbe  quarter  from  which  ihc  so- 
poaiiion  to  this  feature  in  thit  bill,  has  cone,  m 
SoA  almoat  the  whole  dekjptiDB  of  a  eertnio  se^ 
tioD  of  the  Uniott,  arrayed  la  solid  eolniiM  agauK 
it.  "Once  adebt,  alwaysa  d^'ia  c6*ir  oaana  i 
Really,  sir,  I  had  ihooi^  thai  the  pceoJtiar  eha- 
acterictica  of  gentlemca  from  this  quarter,  vm 
liberality,  humaaiiy,  and  gCBcronty.  UtUe  dil  < 
I  think  to  bear  of  thia  manm.  aa  a  goraaiog  | 
prinei^e  with  them.  Where  do  they  Aad  this 
maxim  1  Is  it  in  their  political  institutions^  I 
never  before  heard  of  anythiiiglikeitiaawy  pan 
of  Ihe  Uoimi.  Is  it  In  (be  religioo  we  pnftait 
No,  sir ;  in  that  we  are  eommaitded  aot  only  tt 
forgive  seven  limes,  bat  seventy  tiuaea  aevca. 
Wnl  tb«M  gentlcnaen  expect  the  Qteat  Judge, « 
the  final  retribution,  to  say  to  ibem,  "  ouee  a  drtc 
always  a  debt,"  and  bold  them  to  account  accord-  I 
tDglyl  If  notgl  wontd  pat  itto  than  tooostider  I 
whether  it  would  not  M  best  to  bc^a  here  to  | 
practlia  a  little  of  that  doctrine  whie*  may  at 
lait  be  found  more  suiuble  to  thar  cooAlioD. 

Fioally,  I  woald  beg  gentleuten  to  wviaethaii  , 
objcetioBB  to  this  bill,  and  see  if  tbcyre^y  ought  j 
to  defeat  its  fioal  pauage. 

Mr.  BiaBOcri,  of  Virginia,  said  that  be  felt  t 
dispoaiiloi  to  oiSer  to  the  coaaidatatioa  of  the 
Eiouae  soaac  of  the  raasone  wUch  would  induce 
hiia  to  vole  for  an  iodeSnite  postpoBeaientaf  the 
bill.  Be  said  that  he  had  riaen  at  aa  earlier 
stage  of  the  diaeossioa,  with  an  iateaiion  at  go- 
ing into  the  qnntion  at  Urge;  hat  faariog  been 
at  that  lime  anticipated  by  ia«her  gctvnemaa, 
and  maoT  of  the  gMeral  views  which  ihe  euligcct 

rseuied  baring  been  since  uMieeA  in  debati, 
should  now  confine  hit  icmarks  ptiueipally  to 
the  proviaioos  of  the  thirty-eixdi  aectioo.  He 
was  tha  more  dbpesed  to  pursue  the  ceniee,  be- 
cause tbe  friends  of  the  bill  had  diaiinetly  da- 
dared  (hat  they  couiideTed  tbia  aeation  aa  of  its 
very  essenoe,  and  that  if  it  were  not  lOaiaed, 
they  did  not  consider  the  residua  aa  worthy  ol 
their  acceptance.  Since,  then,  tti*  fata  of  tbe 
whole  measare  was  Identified  witb  that  of  tha 
seetiui,  if  be  could  ahow  that  it  eoataincd  a  pria- 
oiple  which  ought  not  to  be  sanctioned  by  this 
Hoase,  it  would  be  aafficient  to  sostain  the  mo- 
tion for  indefinite  poeiponemcDt ;  for,  he  would 


upon  the  bilT,  or  proceed  is  the  n 

its  details,  if  one  of  its  provisiona  b«  such  a; 

ent  ill  fiiwl  pamaga? 
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The  thJnf-rixiti  seeiieii  dcdsres,  that  wImd  a 
bankniM  thatl  obuin  a  eer(iflc«ic  in  the  mantier 
presetiM,  be  sbsll  be  cHirdr  discba»ed  from 
bU  hii  pt enoaa  debts  Bud  concnets.  The  pm- 
prieir  or  improprieif  of  ibis  uetioD,  ibed,  is  n- 
solraue  inlft  a  aojrle  inqniry,  n«iiel)r,  is  it  ri^t 
>r  jnH,  under  any  eireaBHiances,  for  4  Legiila- 
Lure,  ID  reprfatiDf  iberelaiion  between  creditor 
nod  debtor,  to  ab^re  Ibe  latter  from  the  obliga- 
tion of  bis  comraots,  or  to  nenpt  hia  propertr 
from  liability  to  the  fulfilment  of  them  7  He  did 
Dot  deny  that  CoBgrvn  had  power  to  enact  the 
provision  in  qaestioB;  thai  is  to  say,  there  tra* 
no  written  CoMtitiitiOBel  prohibilioo;  but  we 
were  under  lbs  same  limitation  as  all  other  Le> 
gislaiaree,  and  as  we  onrtelrea  were  upon  all 
other  SDb)eele,  il  waa  oar  bouDden  dotrto  exer- 
cise a  sovnd  discTMion,  and  so  to  legislate  as  to 
enforoe  tb«  olserraDee  ot  the  prioeiples  of  food 
faith  and  the  dictates  of  jnstiee.  Il  was  because 
he  tbooglK  that  this  section  of  the  bill,  though 
ceriainlf  not  so  iatended,  pat  it  into  tM  power 
of  those  wbc  weie  so  disposed,  to  act  id  riolation 
of  those  nlneiple^  that  he  was  decidedly  op> 
posed  10  tl,  Bsd  be  weald  now  proceed  directly 
to  state  his  reasova  for  Ibis  opinion. 

There  are  iwe  desoriptions  of  proniiaes  by 
whieh  we  iatpose  apon  oursettes  an  obli|fatiLiD ; 
the  6isl  is,  whsre  We  promise  something,  with- 
enl  the  espectatioaof  an  eqairalent;  this  lain 
ilB  rery  naiare,  a  gratuity,  a  beneroleace.  "hue 
It  ia,  we  giire  to  the  pcrsoo  to  whom  it  is  raide,  a 
right  to  eipeei  a  perfbrmaDce;  bat  it  is  an  im- 
perfect right,  and  our  obligation  is  imperfect  also, 
for  rights  and  obligations  are  always  eorrelative; 
of  eonseqaenee,  these  are  aeilber  the  sut^eet  ot 
manioipal  reflations,  nor  of  judicial  cogDinnee. 
The  other  kind  of  promises  ia  directly  the  re- 
verse of  this  t  they  are  fonnded  entirely  epan  the 
expectation  <rf  an  eqoiTalent,  or  sonHbiog  in 
return  I  their  langtiage  is  this:  in  consideration 
of  8'  ginn  portion  of  year  labor,  or  yoar  prop- 
erty, I  oblige  myself  to  pay  yoo  so  much,  as  is 
estimated  by  Us  both  lo  be  the  ralne  otibat 
which  I  have  received.  Whenever,  ttatrreftore) 
the  terms  creditor  and  debliTr  are  mentioDed,  Ibis 
idea  at  once  i^eseats  itsrif,  that  the  oae  eannoi 
be  0  red  iter- wtihont  having  pirted  with  some- 
tbiag  valnable ;  that  the  other  cannot  he  debtor 
witboDt  Imving  received  something  valoabto.  If 
then  we,  by  legislalire  ettaelment,  diseharge  the 
debtor  frona  bis  cootraet,  it  amoonts  to  ibisi  we, 
by  eompirisieD,  convert  a  coairaci  intended  to  be 
founded  on  an  exchange  of  equivalents  into  > 
gratoiiy  in  faver  of  the  debtor;  we  leave  in  bis 
possaasion  what  he  has  received,  and  whieh,  hav* 
ing  been  received  by  him,  is  b^ond  the  eonirtri 
of  the  bw,  and  we  pot  it  into  his  power  to  re- 
fuse to  pay  what  he  bed  promised  to  theereditor, 
and  withoDt  the  expectation  of  whieh  the  eon- 
tract  would  Dev«r  have  been  made;  in  a  word, 
we  force  an  individual  to  be  charitable  against 
bis  will.  He  would  exemptiry  his  idea  upon  the 
subject  by  stating  an  individual  case:  a  : 
cbtuit,  in  coBsideralion  of  produce  porehi 
agreed  to  pay  the  &mer  one  thousand  ponad^ 


having  received  property  of  that  real  value  j  h« 
becomes  bantiiupt,  and  his  then  estate  pays  only 
fifty  per  cent,  of  bis  debts  j  the  farmer,  then,  re- 
ceives only  five  hundred  pouads  where  he  had 
contracted  for  a  thousand;  what  becomes  of  the 
remainingfive  hundred  ponnds?  The  mercbaal 
is  discharged  from  it;  the  farmer  loses  it;  and, 
therefore,  the  effect  of  the  law  operating  upon 
thia  transaction  is,  that  the  seller  is  made  to  take 
otte-balf  of  the  valne  of  bis  property;  one-batf 
of  what  the  buyer  promised  to  give,  and  without 
which  promise  be  would  not  have  gotten  the 
property. 

This  was  sorely  an  act  of  injuitiee,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  a  violairan  of  the  penect  rieht  of  one 
of  the  parlies,  to  demand  the  whole  of  what  was 
due  to  htaa  by  a  bona  fide  contract.  What  are 
>nered  in  sapport  of  this  principle? 
said  that  humanity  and  policy  conspired 
mmend  its  adoption;  that  as  it  respected 
tbe  tn dividual,  a^er  he  had  given  ap  his  all  el- 
cept  (he  pittance  which  was  allowed  him,  it  was 
emel  to  keep  bim  borne  down  by  the  pressure  of 
enortaous  debts  which  he  could  not  psy;  and 
that,  as  it  respected  society,  an  emancipation 
from  those  debts  was  veeessBry,  in  order  to  re- 
store to  society  one  of  its  members  in  a  situation 
lo  be  useftil.  If  this  provision  had  gone  no  {ar- 
Iherthan  the  relief  of  the  bankrupt^  person,  be 
would  admit  the  force  of  the  argument  founded 
en  the  principles  of  humanity;  for  the  law  ought 
never  to  be  made  use  of  as  the  means  by  which  to 
gratify  the  caprice,  the  maligniiy,  or  any  other 
improper  feeliotr  of  one  man  towards  another; 
and  as  the  confinement  of  iIk  debtor's  peraoUj 
net  only  did  not  in  any  degree  contribute  to  the 
payment  of  the  debt,  bat  on  the  contrary  put  it 
Mil  of  the  debtor's  power  to  make  any  efiorts 
wtanlevCT  towards  the  attainment  of  that  object, 
it  might  fairly  be  urged  thai  the  deprivation  of 
haman  liberiyj  trader  these  oircnmstances,  when 
no  correct  motive  could  be  assigned,  was  so  mncli 
canaeless  harm,  which  the  law  should  not  permit 
to  be  iaticted.  But  none  of  this  reasooioe  ap- 
pHadiiB  favor  of  the  exemption  of  propertyTrom 
mbOily.  It  never  could  be  said,  with  any  pro- 
priety, that  there  was  anything  wrong  or  opprea- 
slve  OD  Che  part  of  the  creditor,  in  endeavoring 
to  procure  either  the  whole  or  part  of  the  equir* 
alnit  wUeh  his  debtor  had  promised  for  some- 
thing-Vbloahte  which  he  bad  received ;  and.  con- 
sidering if  as  an  act  of  humanity,  he  woola  as^ 
whether  ii  was  not  more  proper  for  the  debtor  to 
depend  upon  ibewill  of  the  creditor  for  some  ia- 
dnigenoe,  some  act  of  mercy,  than  to  reverse 
Ifcelr  sjtnations,  and  make  the  creditor  depend 
upon  the  debtor  fbr  an  act  of  justice?  To  de- 
cide oibarwisewinld  be  to  subvert  the  very  foun- 
dalien  of  ihe  prtncfples  of  legislation ;  and  to 
take  care  of  jmperflKt  rights,  not  only  in  prefir- 
enoe  to,  bet  at  the  expense  of  perfect  rights. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  policy  demands  it.  He 
would  remark,  in  the  first  place,  that  arguments 
of  pcdicy  must  be  extremely  strong,  indeed,  when 
the  object  in  view  is  to  be  effected  at  the  expense 
of  jMiee.    Bat  let  ns  examine  tbem :  It  is  said 
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tbtt  when  a  man  knows  (hat  tveij  atat  wfaicii 
he  ma;  make  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  hi*  credi- 
tor!, he  will  feel  no  moiire  to  exerlioa.  In  ao- 
■wer  to  this  he  would  laf,  thai  with  an  npiighl 
KDd  honorable  man  a  desire  to  pajr  hii  debt* 
would  be  a  stroog  moiire;  with  one  of  a  coDlra- 
ry  eharactei.  iadeed,  it  could  not  operate.  Men 
of  ihe  first  Viad  would  diachatge  their  debts  if 
erer  (hey  became  able ;  those  of  the  other  would 
not,  lei  them  acquire  erer  so  much  properly. 
This  proTiaioD,  iheu,  it  seems,  would  oe  of  no 
avail,  except  in  faror  of  the  very  dcicriptioa  of 
peitons  who  ought  not  to  be  benefited  by  it.  The 
man  of  integrity  wotild*Dol  need  it  j  hia  crediton. 
koowiog  his  ebaracter,  and  seeing  hii  exertion^ 
would  give  him  every  reaionaUe  iodulgence; 
tbe  man  of  a  contrary  character,  ought  not  to 
have  it  in  hia  power  to  put  bia  creditors  at  defi- 
ance, though  he  may  aiterwarda  acquire  abun- 
dant mean*  to  discharge  their  debts.  Bat^  fur- 
ther, it  would  hold  oat  a  lemplaiioo  to  this  latter 
class  to  commit  aome  act  ol  bankruptcy,  when, 
by  great  and  continued  exertions,  they  miaht 
have  paid  their  debts  to  the  ulmoit  farthing ;  for, 
sir,  such  a  man  would  reason  thus:  If  I  prosecute 
the  buaioesa  in  which  I  am  engaged,  the  whole 
fruits  of  my  labor  will  be  for  the  buiefit  of  my 
creditors,  and,  afYer  yeara  of  indnstry  and  toil,  I 
may  juat  be  ahle  to  pay  them;  if,  on  the  eoatni- 
ry,  1  avail  myself  of  ihe  benefit  of  the  bankrupt 
law,  I  may  with  one  dollar  pay  two,  proeare  a 
quietos  from  oxy  creditors,  and  tne  future  eSorts 
of  my  whole  life  will  be  for  my  own  baaefitj 
and,  peradveotaie,  he  may  renew  his  busiMss, 
not  only  with  the  pittance  which  the  law  allow* 
him,  but  with  some  hidden  capital,  whieb,  by  the 
collusion  of  a  friend,  may  be  ooneealed  from  ibe 
knowledge  of  his  creditors.  Let  not  seBilemfB 
say  that  this  would  be  the  case  of  a  fraudulent 
bankruptcy,  to  which  the  benefit  of  the  law 
irould  not  extend;  for,  if  be  gave  up  all,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  idea  sugoesled,  it  would  be  &ir 
Within  the  very  words  ot  the  law.  If  he  con- 
cealed a  part,  accordiog  to  tbe  other  tuggeation. 
by  (he  colluaive  aid  of  some  friend,  that  fixud 
could  now  advance  it  to  him,  under  the  name  of 
a  loan,  or  some  other  such  pretence,  and  tbe 
creditors  would  have  no  knowledge  of  (he  frrad, 
which  would,  therefore,  in  this  respect,  be  th« 
very  same  as  if  it  did  notexisL  But  suppose,  for 
argument  sake,  it  should  be  admilted  that  a  par- 
■on  thus  situated,  should  be  so  ovsrwbeUncd  with 
the  gloom  of  his  own  prospects,  as  to  give  up  f« 
despair,  and  make  no  efforts  to  melioraialiiscoa- 
ditioo,  then  there  arises  another  objection  to  this 
provision,  which  proves  its  injustice  in  the  most 
stiikiog  maoaer.  Many  of  the  most  nuroeroni, 
as  weir  as  important  clssaes  of  society,  are  utterly 
excluded  fiom  its  benefiL  Now,  if  we  will  only 
anppoae  tbe  iadividuals  who  compose  these  other 
clasaes,  to  be  equally  stimulated  by  hope,  and 
equally  distressed  by  despair,  with  those  who  are 
embraced  by  the  bankrupt  law,  it  will  be  et  once 
seen  that  we  leave  much  the  largest  portion  of 
the  community  in  that  hopeless  state  which  gan- 
llemen    deprecate,  with  this  .i^cavation,  that 


oiheraare  relieved  whilst  they  aicirepliasMate 
of  thraldom.  If,  than,  tbe  flrat  ntw  wUeh  be 
had  taken  of  this  subjject  were  cornet,  (hisfni- 
vision  ought  to  be  rejected,  becaiuc,  as  a  prinu- 
ple  of  abstract  justice,  it  was  wroagtsexeaipt 
■DV  part  of  a  man's  property  rrom  the  faimeai 
of  nis  debtii,aod  because  ne  thought  tbetc  vuao 
coQsideraiioa,  either  of  policy  or  hama«ity,siia^ 
enough  to  overrule  that  principle,  as  applicabk 
to  Ibis  subject.  Bnt,  if  gentlemen  aEionld  diffii 
with  him  upon  tbis  point,  then  this  eeedon  o^k 
to  be  rejected,  because  it  afforded  a  relief  to  cm 
member  which  it  denied  to  another  of  the  aant 
community,  when  it  might  happen  that  the  one 
to  whom  it  was  denied  needed  it  only  beeaueof 
the  failure  of  the  one  to  whom  it  was  exieoded. 

It  had  been  contended  thai  there  were  otha 
instances  in  which  debtors  had  been  dieehirpd 
from  tbeir  debts }  and  the  sets  of  limitation  wen 
relied  on  in  proof  of  the  proposiijon ;  he  said  ht 
utterly  denied  that  they  bore  any  kind  of  anaJt^ 
to  the  qaestion ;  thev  were  founded  upon  ibia 
principle,  that  in  Ihe  lapse  of  tiua  partiea  might 
oe  deprived  of  evidence,  either  h^  tW  deatH  of 
witnesses  or  the  Ion  of  rouahera,  a*i  that,  in  the 
happening  of  such  events,  claioM  might  ba  sup- 
ported which  might  otherwise  be  proven  to  havf 
been  paid ;  to  obviate  this,  varioos  nets  of  limito- 
cion  have  been  enacted,  declaring  that  after  cw- 
tain  prescribed  periods  no  recovery  ahall  be  had 
of  debts  which  might  otisiaally  have  been  jnuj 
bnt  this  proceeds  expres^y  upon  the  idea  ihai 
the  debts  mayprobabfy  have  been  pai^ithabaai- 
rupt  law,  on  the  contrary,  recognises  the  debs  a* 
existing,  by  providing  payiiient,  ai  fiv  a*  the 
present  estate  of  the  iMnkrupt  exieads;  and 
though  Ihe  debt  is  admilted  not  to  have  been 
paid,  yet  it  declares  that  no  property  which  the 
debtor  may  thereafter  acquire,  shall  be  liable  is 
its  paymient ;  the  marked  and  characteristic  dif- 
ference, then,  between  the  ease  soppcned  and  the 
onenowunder  consideration,  is  this:  that,  in  re- 
laiioa  to  (he  acts  of  iimitauon,  we  do  no(  1(M 
out  debts  in  despite  of  ua;  we  are  at  libwiy  ta 
prpseeute  our  suits  within  the  lioes  prescribed, 
and,  if  we  do,  the  law  interpose*  no  bar  to  our 
recovery;  the  loss  then,  if  any  shaald  eeerooeat 
by  the  operalioo  of  these  laws,  is  ehargenUe  npaa 
aurselves;  but,  by  the  proviaion*  of  this  saetuw, 
if  a  certain  proportion  of  the  ereditors  ceases^ 
tbe  other  creditors  are  compelled  by  the  taw,  whe- 
ther they  will  or  not,  to  lose  tbeir  debt*  forever, 
except  such  parts  as  the  present  estate  of  the 
bankrupt  may  be  able  to  pay. 

He  said  ther*  was  ■  class  of  caaes  ia  wUch  U 
was  competent  to  legislate  in  relation  to  the  ob- 
ligation of  contracts ;  sncbj  for  example,  as  thoM 
made  by  persons  of  instifficient  capacity,  thoit 
founded  upon  an  immoral  consideration,  or  such 
as  were  against  public  policy ;  but  it  would  be 
observed  that  in  all  these,  tbe  law  had  relation 
to  the  moment  when  the  contract  was  mada,an_d 
declared  ihat  it  never  did  have  uiy  legal  validi- 
ty ;  the  parlies  in  these  cases  were  on  equal 
tarm^  j  bnt  the  ninciple  to  whi^  he  had  alluded 
was  entirely  different  from  the  one  embraaed  in 
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tha  feetioB  bow  intdM  eonndcnUion ;  bceaiue 
tb«t  aeolioii  hu  relMi<w  lo,  Bid  operatn  upon, 
coatneia,  the  legml  validiiy  of  whicn  ii  in  no  de- 
grev  eftllad  in  qgntioa,  Mid  in  whieb  tka  ^niei 
are  placed  apon  the  uneqaal  foMin;  ^teh  fae 
hnd  meatiooed  id  a  former  part  of  hia  sr^mmt — 
that  is,  thai  ibe  creditor  had  parted  with  tbe 
eqaivaKiit  OD  bis  aide;  and  the  law,  unable  to 
ptace  him  in  itatu  quo,  b;  tbe  restoration  of  that 
equiTileat.  yet  cornea  in  aid  of  the  debtor,  bf 
absolviog  inm  from  anv  fuiare  liability  for  bti 
part  of  ihe  contract.  He  believed  that  he  mi^tit 
challeopie  the  fiienda  of  ihii  bill  to  show  any  la- 
•taoca  ID  whieh  the  law,  recoguiaiiig  the  ori^oal 
validity  of  a  eoDUaet,  de«irofed  its  obligatioo  in 
coaEequeDce  of  any  alter  ataie  of  c  ire  um  sis  Dees, 
in  wbich  the  creditor  had  no  ageDcr,orcr  which 
he  bad  no  cootrol,  and  without  his  consent. 

Be  said  ha  had  now  finished  the  view  which 
he  proposed  to  take  of  this  ^rcicntar  provision  ; 
he  hoped  be  bad  succeeded  id  proving,  that  if  the 
House  were  determined  to  pass  a  baakropt  law, 
it  ought  oot  to  contain  this  principle;  the  conae- 

Jaeoce  was,  that,  as  this  was  considered  bf  its 
riends  aa  the  verf  soul  of  the  ivsiem,  and  as, 
therefore,  no  valnable  object  could  be  attained  bjr 
further  ioquiry  into  the  details,  it  was  better  that 
the  bill  should  at  once  be  iodefiDitely  postponed. 
He  said,  before  he  reautned  bla  seat.  lie  waald 
make  a  few  remarks  of  a  more  general  nature,  iB 
relatioo  to  the  subject  at  large.  Ii  had  been  aald, 
in  the  course  of  tbe  debate,  that,  as  this  measure 
was  loudly  called  for  by  oae  portion  of  the  com- 
muniiy,  itoDght  to  be  accorded  to  them  by  those 
who  were  indifferent  in  relation  to  it,  or  who 
were  not  particularly  interested  in  iL  This  re- 
mark woald  justly  be  entitled  to  weight,  if  those 
vho  demand  thissystem  were  alone  to  be  affect- 
ed by  it;  hot,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  cannot  be  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  press  upon  tbe  recollection  of 
the  Hense,  that  altboogDi  the  bankrupt  is  the 
more  immediate  ebject  of  the  bill,  yet  its  opera- 
tion extends  to  ail  with  whom  be  has  entered 
inio  conitnetsj  they  aiay  belong  to  every  other 
class  of  our  cilieens,  and  therefore  there  is  no 
man  whose  intereala  may  not  be  affected  b^  it, 
unless,  indeed,  the  creditor  hai  no  interest  in  a 
Ihw,  which  is  to  absolve  bis  debtor  from  the  ohli- 
guUoB  9f  bis  coBtnoi. 

It  ia  indeed  ime,  that  only  ona  class  of  oar  cit- 
izens can  become  bankrupts  under  this  bJU,  and 
that  circumstance  constitutes  a  very  smog  ob- 
jection against  it ;  it  waa  of  no  importance,  for 
ibe  pwposB  of  hie  argnmeat,  whether  the  bill 
was  so  framed,  from  tbe  Conatiintional  Beccssity, 
as  some  bad  contended,  of  confining  it  to  mer- 
caniite  men.  or  whether  it  was  from  motivei  of 
policy  i  such  was  the  bill,  and  we  were  to  disease 
It,  as  it  was.    Let  as  then  examine  tbe  reasons 
assigned   in  argunteni,  in  favor  of  this  discrimi- 
nating feature.    If  they  can  be  met  and  refuted ; 
if  it  can  be  shows  that  there  is  no  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  disciimlnalion,  then  it  will  follow, 
I       that,  as  the  gentleman  insist  it  is  a  good  bill  fbr 
I       «ae  class,  it  onght  not  to  pass  because  it  docs  not, 
i       and,  as  some  think,  cannot  embrace  the  other 
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classes  of  society.  It  Is  said  that  nii«cliaBts  are 
peenltarly  exposed,  by  the  natare  of  their  pnisaila, 
to  Bodden  and  rnlnom  losses;  that  they  commit 
all  to  the  winds  and  waves,  and  iltat,  tbeiefora, 
they  may  be  rich  lo-dayand  poor  to-morrow.  He 
said  he  admitted  that  commerce  was  a  piuanit 
accompanied  by  many  riaks ;  bot  he  wogld  aleo 
sar,  that  the  merchant  who  at  ona  time  eommit- 
lea  his  all  to  the  winds  and  waves,  displayed  ■ 
rash  and  too  adveaturons  spirit  of  eaterprise,  and 
one  which  ourht  not  to  be  enconrai^M  by  any 
facilities  wbicn  a  bankrupt  system  might  afford. 
The  prudent  merchant  not  oal^  guards  against 
the  improvidence  of  polling  his  whole  eapit^ 
afloat  at  once,  bat  takes  the  further  preeantien  of 
insuring  that  part,  which  he  does  pnt  afloat ;  in 
these  two  considnations,  which  a  common  share 
of  pradeoee  woold  stiggesl,  might  be  found  a  great 
diminution  of  the  risk,  wnich  had  been  so  <q- 
^tatieally  described.  Bot  says  the  gentlemui 
from  MasMehasetts  (Mr.  WBiTHitf)  there  are 
riska  which  Buy  rain  tbe  merchant,  whioh  inso- 
raace  does  BOt  reach.  And  he  states  the  case  of 
a  merchant  purchasing  proditce  and  shipping  it 
to  a  foreign  port,  where,  by  various  accidents,  he 
BUy  be  oUiged  to  sell  it,  at  its  original  cost,  or 
even  at  a  loss.  Let  me,  air,  present  the  other 
side  of  tha  picture.  Suppose  a  eoBtrary  state  cf 
circumstances,  and  that  he  should  sell  at  four  oc, 
five  times  the  original  cost,  does  the  farmer  receive 
any  share  of  this  immense  profit  1  He  does  not 
sir.  He  ibeo  who  receives  all  the  gain,  cannot 
complain  that  he  is  to  bear  tbe  loss.  If  be  any* 
tbatbe  encounters  greater  risk  than  those  engaged 
IB  any  other  pursuit,  the  answer  is,  that,  as  nis 
risk  is  greater,  so  his  gain  is  also,  aad  the  possi- 
bility of  tbe  one  is  tbe  equivalent  for  that  of  tbe 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  speak  as  if  the  farmer  wtte 
exposed  10  no  danger;  he  wished  it  was  so,  tml 
aaforluoately,  ii  was  far  otherwise;  he  is  exposed 
to  the  seasons,  and  to  the  effect  of  political  eir- 
CQmstances.  Tbe  experience  of  tbs  last  four  or 
five  years  will  furnish  a  practical  iliostration  of 
each  of  these  risks.  In  1614  floor  was  sold  in 
Virginia  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  in  1818, 
a  very  anpropitlous  season  cartailed  the  com 
caop  in  an  extraordinary  degree ;  andfor  several 
years  bbbi,  the  wlieat  crop  has  been  eaaentialljr 
ii^arod.  and  in  some  instances  almost  deetroydo. 

Is  reiatim  to  tbe  high  enlogtaoi  wbich  hail 
been  pasaed  upon  tbe  aaerchani,  their  great  atiliiy 
to  the  coBBtry.aad  the  immenaa  sans  ^hieh  they 
■aid  into  the  Treasuty.  he  woald  oal^  say,  that 
he  did  not  pretend  to  denv  (heir  merits  or  their 
utiHty  ;  he  did  not  inteao  to  go  into  a  view  of 
the  comparative  raloe  of  oomineree,  agricultare, 
aod  mannfaetnres  to  the  country ;  be  wonld  only 
say  that  they  were  all  oieful,  aod  ihai  of  course 
the  citizens  who  respectively  engaged  in  these 

EDTsniis  were  all  valuable  member:^  of  society; 
ut  he  anpposed  it  would  be  admitted,  that  they 
each  pursued  that  conrse  which,  in  their  opiDioB, 
tbeir  interest  dictated;  and  that,  io  promoting 
their  own  interest,  ihey  advance  that  of  the  com- 
nanity  alio. 
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Bemry  JItnf . 


Fnsuur,  I81B. 


The  frIeQ<b  of  this  bill  hare  pretsed  aooiher 
■rgDmeni  very  iirgsntly  apoo  ihe  Hoase;  ihef 
had  said  that  noder  Ihe  ingolTent  laws  of  the  ser- 
eral  States,  the  gnmestfraadt  were  comnritted  in 
pay iag  off  a  few  favorite  creditora;  that  there- 
fore il  was  abiotutely  Dec«s«acy  lo  paw  ihia  bill, 
bv  which  Ihe  dislribulioQ  pro  rata  would  be  made 
of  the  bankrupt's  estate  among  all  hi*  creditors, 
and  tfaiu  equal  jastice  be  done.  He  said,  that, 
whatever  fraods  nighthare  been  pracliaed  onder 
the  insolrent  laws,  be  thought  tie  could  prove 
that,  even  in  that  point  of  view,  (his  bill  did  not 
fnmiah  to  «^cc[aal  a  remedf  as  wa«  sDppoted  ; 
by  looking  into  its  provisions,  it  would  be  found 
ibal  all  payments  whieh  a  baakropt  might  make 
before  id  act  of  bankruptcy  or  even  afttt  he  had 
eommitltd  the  act,  before  the  creditor  koew  of  it, 
were  declared  to  be  good  and  effecinal ;  and  such 
aprortsion  was  indispenaable ;  otherwise  a  peraon 
could  never  be  ufe  in  dealiag  with  a  raercanlile 
man,  if  a  sabMonent  act  of  baokropley  were  to 
destroy  the  legal  effect  of  a  previous  transaction. 
Let  m  iben  snppose  ibis  bill  paseed,  and  a  mar- 
ohiant,  seeiag  bis  affairs  lo  be  in  a  state  of  decline, 
^  proceeds  to  pay  off  entirely  a  few  bvorita  cred- 
itors, and  a  few  days  afterwards  commits  -"  -•" 


etl«ie/and  yet,  being  paid  before  the  act  of  btnk- 
ruptoy,  the  payment  is  good  ;  this  bill  then  fur- 
nishes no  effectual  remedy  for  this  great  evil  of 
prefeienee  to  eredilOTs.  He  said  be  would  not 
detain  the  Hoose  farther;  he  would  conclBde  by 
observing  thai  whether   he   considered   the  ob- 

J*eclions  to  the  pnrlicnlar  leelion  which  he  had 
irst  remarked  upon,  or  those  that  applied 

bill  in  general,  he  was  brought  equally  to  iL 

elusion,  thai  the  motion  for  indefinite  poslpone- 
meai  ought  to  prevail. 

Mr.  LivBBHoaB,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  BnaoB- 
BB,  then  spoke  in  opposition  to  ihe  motion  lo 
poslpone  the  further  considervlion  of  the  bill. 

Tne  House  having  refused  to  agree  to  a  mo- 
lioB  for  adjoummeni,  thequesilon  on  the  motion 
to  postpone  the  bill  indeflnitely  was  taken  by 
yeu  and  naya— yea*  88,  nays  70,  as  follows : 

Tsu— Mestis.  Abbott,  Andanon  of  Kantncky, 
AtuljQ,  Ball,  BarboBT  of  Tiriinia,  Buaett,  Batenan, 
BeUinjer,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boden,  Brysn,  BnTwalt, 
Bnller,  Campball,  CUgett,  Claibonie,  Cobb,  Oooiatoek, 
Cook,  Crafla,  CiawlbH,  Doha,  Gaila,  Edwaid^  fhji, 
Fonuv,  Ganwtt,  Hale,  Hall  of  Hoitk  CaMUna,  Har< 
ikl,  HcdBiea  of  MMSaAuieH*.  iehiuoa  of  Virginia, 
Jofanion  of  Kantnoky,  Jones,  Kinss^,  Wm.  KviMj, 
W.  P.  MacUy,  HcCoj,  Man,  Hemll,  Marton,  Hum- 
laid,  Hmav,  Hn^  Nebon,  Nesbitt,  Nawtoo,  Omtm, 
PaUer»>D,  PindaU,  Pleaaants,  Qosilu,  Rhea,  Bich- 
•ida,  RioggoM,  BobariMB  of  Lanisiana,  SampaoB, 
Savage,  Bcndder,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sinkinii,  Sloeumb, 


win,  Baylay,  Beechn,  Boa,  Colatim,  GnMgn,  C^i* 
aan,  DariingioD,  BUicoU,  Ervin  of  Swih  Cuoba, 
Folgei,  Forsyth,  FoUat,  HaU  of  Dalawan,  Hkrriaoa, 
Hasbronek,  Harbart,  HoAiBar,  HMStac,  Hitohe«ck, 
Hclmea  of  Connectictit,  Hapkinson,  HntfcaiJ,  Huat- 


tdand,  Mercar,  Middleton,  Hills,  Moore^  Moarisy, 
Jeremiah  NelwHi,  OgdeD,  Ogle,  Orr,  Fslner,  Paml^ 
Peter,  Poindeitar,   Fortar,  B«ed,  Rich,  BobertaoBof 


WaadoTsi,  Westerlo,  WhitasiJe,  Whitman,  WillisiBS 
of  CoDneeticnt,  WiUiin,  and  Wibon  of  H taaadiBMtta. 

So  the  HoQie  determined  chat  the  bill  be  in- 
definitely poitponed,  that  is,  rejected. 

A  question  arose,  whether  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  raised  on  the  said  bill,  and  to  which 
was  subeeqaently  committed  the  bill  "  CQ  provide 
for  the  more  convenient  arnnizaiion  ot  the 
courts  of  tbe  United  8tBteE,ana  the  appoinlmeal 
of  circnii  judges,"  was  dissolved  by  (he  vote  last 
uken  :  Upon  which,  (he  Spbiksb  decided,  thmt 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  ditsoWed  \xy 
the  said  voie,  and  that  the  last  (oentioned  biU 
was,  consequently,  in  ihe  House :  Whereupon, 
it  was  ordered  that  the  said  bill  to  provide  for  ibe 
more  convenient  orgtnizaiioo  of  ihe  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  appointment  of  circoit 
judges,  be  commilled  to  a  Commiltee  of  ihe 
Whole, 


Tbdkbdat,  Februnry  26. 

on  of  Mr.  JoHKBoif ,  of  Vitguia. 

I,  That  the  Secretary  of  i£eNaT|  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House,  the  proecediags 
of  the  Gouit  martial,  ordered  by  uonmodore 
Isaac  Chanacey,  at  (hJe  instsoee  of  Midshi^aa 
Marston,  for  the  trial  of  Capu  John  Otdc  Crewh- 
loD,  and  that  he  be  also  directnd  to  lay  be&re 
this  House,  the  memorial  of  the  midshipmen 
and  other  officers  in  the  Mediterranean  sqnadran, 
forwarded  ta  that  DepartnMBt,  and  emanatiof 
from  the  proecedinp  of  the  court  nartial  faela 
for  the  trial  of  the  said  Captaia  John  Orde 
Cfcightoo. 

Ordend,  That  the  letter  from  the  Secteinty 
of  the  Nary,  transmitting  copies  o(  the  proceed- 
ings of  Ihe  courts  martial  for  the  trials  of  Cap- 
tain Perry  and  Captain  Heath,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

HENBT  KING. 

At  the  instance  of  Mr.  Ahdkbsoii,  of  KeUtt«- 

ky,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 

the  report  of  Ihe  Committee  on  Penatons  on  the 

Selttion  of  Henry  King,  for  thepaymeotof  moneys 
ae  10  him  for  Hcvornlionary  service*.  [In  tlui 
case  a  commillee  of  a  former  Congress  had  nnaa- 
iraoualy  repotied  very  favorably  on  the  justice  of 
the  claim,  out  that  it  was  barred  by  the  stainte  of 
limitatioa ;  since  whieh  report,  Ihe  evidence  on 
which  (bat  claim  was  founded,  and  which  wms 
ihen  exhibited  to  Congress,  has  been  destroyed 
bv  fire  in  the  Wbt  Office.J  The  report  is  unf&TOi- 
wle,  on  the  gnnind  of  a  defect  of  eridenee. 
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liSi.  Amdbbson  moT«d  to  kmend  the  report  ao 
as  to  rercTse  it,  with  a  riew  to  the  iniroduclioD  of 
a  bill  aaibotiziDg  the  tdjusimenl  of  the  claim  of 
Mr.  King  at  (be  Treasury  on  equitable  priocipleB, 
and  spoke  in  support  of  the  motioo. 

Mr.  RWD  slated  his  recolleeiioit  of  aerriees 
rendered  bjr  the  applicaoi  io  the  ^aatlermaiter's 
departmeat. 

Mr.  Rhea  sappoTted  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee OD  Ibe  croODd  of  a  deficleoer  of  erideoce ; 
and  moTed  to  refer  the  report  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  to  hare  the  docnmeuts  read  hj 
Mr.  Ahdkbbok  printed. 

Hereon  further  deaaltory  debate  took  platie,  in 
which  Mewrs.  Akdebbon,  Edwabim,  JoHitaoM, 
Stbotbbb,  W.  p.  MoCi^t,  CoMaTOCE,  Sodtb- 


ARD,  Rhka,  Oolk,  and  Hdbbakd,  took  part. 

''   '  '     att  agreement  to  Mr.  Rhba's 


debate  resalled  i 


EXPATBUTION. 

The  Honae  then  resolTed  itself  into  a  Com- 
mine  o(  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  the 
manner  in  whieh  the  right  of  expatriation  shall 
be  exercised. 

Mr.  RoBxaTBOR,  of  Louiaiaoa,  rose  and  said, 
that  the  snbjecl  to  which  he  bad  called  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  was  of  ^reat  importance ;  more 
important,  perbaps,  than  mterestiog.  It  does  not 
belong  (sBia  be)  to  that  class  of  cases  which  com- 
mand onr  attention,  oecopy  our  lime,  sod  excite 
feeliDgs.    There  is  ootbiagpecuoiarf  about 


it;  it  simplf  concerns  the  rights  of 

these  balofon  limes,  when  the  lights  of  gi 

,  of  wbaterer  description, are  so  welfnader- 


stood  and  so  uaiTersally  acknowledged,  I  do  not 
know  that  a  question  of  this  sort  may  not  be  con- 
sidered as  nngracious.  It  is  certainly  our  ftrat 
irisb  in  this  eoantry  to  cnlttTale  a  good  under- 
ElBoding  with  foreign  GoTeraments,  to  sooth  their 
hatred  and  banish  their  jealousies.  And  I  do  not 
know,  as  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man  are,  bj 
common  consent,  kept  ont  of  new  in  Europe,  if 
it  would  not  be  more  pwlilio  and  conetliatory  to 
siy  nothing  about  them  here.  Having  Teniured, 
however,  to  introdnee  the  question,  1  will  pro- 
ceed to  present  my  opinions  to  the  Committee. 
That  I  may  not  be  considered  at  having  in  view 
our  situation  in  regard  to  other  nations,  I  think 
pro|)er  to  repeat  what  I  have  before  said  as  to 
motives.  Many  years  ago  I  submitted  'to  Con- 
gress the  same  proposition ;  it  received  opposition 
where  I  expected  it  and  where  I  did  not  expect 
it.  It  was  considered,  as  moat  principles  are  that 
are  not  borrowed  from  the  common  law— that 
beautiful  system  which,  next  to  special  pleading, 
receives  the  most  rapturous  eocomiums  from  a 
certain  quarter  in  this  House — a*  fraught  with 
great  mischief;  it  was  said  to  inierlere  with 
pending  negotiationa ;  to  encourage  desertion, 
piracy,  and!  do  believe  every  sin  in  the  deca- 
logue, However,  it  was  found  convenient  to  get 
rid  of  it.  I  then  pledged  myself  to  the  House  to 
bring  it  forward  again.  I  now  redeem  that 
pledge;  and  although  it  be  not  borrowed  from 
England,  and  although  it  may  be  supposed  to  I 


carry  along  with  it  some  efiects  which  mar 
prove  beneficial  to  the  reviled  cause  of  the  patri- 
ots of  South  America,  and  may  be  very  odioiu 
10  the  friends  of  Ferdinand,  for  rescuing  from 
the  crime  of  piracy  certain  of  our  citizens  aban- 
doned by  their  country  under  our  treaty  with  that 
most  respectable  monsrch — I  say,  notwithstand- 
ing all  Ibis,  I  will  continue  to  press  the  troth  of 
the  principle  for  which  I  contend  as  long  as  I 
shall  hold  a  seal  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  I 
do  not  propose,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  take  the  affir- 
mative of  this  question,  and  prove  by  argument 
the  right  of  eipatilaiion.  I  consider  it  as  an  ac- 
knowledged, a  naturai  right;  and  I  demand  of 
those  who  contend  for  the  right  of  government 
to  the  perpetual  allegiance  of  the  citizen  to  abow 
apd  support  tbal  right.  Man  has  natural  rights, 
government  has  none.  Let  the  enemies  of  hu- 
man rights — at  all  times  the  real  ianovators^ 
support  their  claim.  The  friends  of  liberty  have 
too  long  Bubmitted  to  the  charge  of  being  inno- 
vators;  while  tyrants  and  despots  have  always 
deserved  Io.  be  so  considered.  But  whatever  (he 
vial  of  holy  oil  may  do  for  kings  of  France,  and 
whatever  Heavea  may  have  been  impioasly  said 
to  have  promised  the  JCing  of  Spain,  in  payment 
for  certain  embroidered  netticoats;  whatever  may 
he  right  as  to  kings  or  England,  who  are  not, 
like  tne  Pope,  infaluble,  bnt  who  simply  can  do 
no  wrong;  whatever  ma^  be  their  right  divine, 
here,  at  least,  in  the  United  States  oi  America, 
"overnment  ha*  no  natural,  no  divine  righta. 
_jet  ibem  who  contend  far  the  right  of  the  OoT- 
ernmeni  to  the  perpetual  allegiance  of  its— what? 
'Slaves?  No,  masters  show  that  power.  Hera 
)  the  Constitution,  tbe  chatter  of  its  power ;  oat 
of  it  it  shall  not  go.  Is  any  such  power  to  be 
found  here?  No;  then  it  does  not  exist.  But 
the  principle  for  which  I  contend  exists  in  the 
Constitution.  It  is  liberty ;  it  is  the  right  to  pur- 
sue happiness;  it  is  an  inaLenable  right  confer- 
red on  man  by  his  Creator ;  it  ia  a  necessary  eon- 
sequence  of  the  power  of  naturalization.  It  is 
absurd  to  talk  of  the  right  of  our  OovernmeDtlo 
taralize,  and  of  another  to  the  allegiance  of  it* 
,  bjects  io  naturalized ;  yet  I  hare  aeen  tome  in- 
genious quibbling  in  support  of  this  nonsense, 
and  perbaps  may  hear  more.  It  is  a  clear  prin- 
ciple, then,  that  every  free  man  has  a  right  to 
quit  nit  eoantry,  whether  his  country  by  birth  or 
adoption,  and  to  live  in  some  other,  whether  it  be 
for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  or  to  procure  the 
necessaries,  conveniences,  or  luxuries  of  life,  or 
because  he  may  prefer  tne  political  institutions 
of  some  other  country  Io  those  of  his  own,  or  for 
any  other  reason  whatever.  I  presume  it  was  by 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  expatriation,  that 
from  the  garden  of  Eden  the  human  race  has 
spread  over  the  whole  world.  It  was  among  the 
nrst  rights  that  mankind  practised,  and,  perbapa, 
was  never  denied  in  ancient  or  modern  days  by 
any  other  than  the  BDglish,Chinese,and  perhaps 
the  Hotieniot  Qovernmenit,  1  presume  if  they 
have  constitutions,  although  I  have  never  been 
to  fortunate  as  to  see  ihem,  that  this  power  is  ' 
expressly  given ;  and  all  I  demnnd  of  its  advo- 
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Gttci  het«  is,  to  point  it  oot  in  oar  CoDatitotion. 
In  iiacatsiag  thi*  iDbj«et  forlbeT,  I  «hall  rather 

g're  its  history,  than  examiae  it*  eiietence.  The 
cripinres  are  fall  of  instances  in  whicli  it  wat 
exercised:  the  Jews  expatriated  ihemselTes  from 
Jnde>,aD(I  settled  in  Egypt;  igiin  changed  their 
■bode,  and  resided  in  CaDaan;  and  now  lire 
whererer  they  please,  if  not  prevented  from.do- 
Idb  eo  by  the  persecutiDg  zeal  of  Turks  and 
CSiiBtians.  The  Greets,  accoTding  to  Anacfaar- 
■fi,  practised  both  natanilizaiion  and  ezpat 
tioD.  The  instancM  are  too  numeroas  and  n< 
liotis  to  mention.  It  is  sufficient  to  adrerl  to  the 
history  of  the  celebrated  Spartan  lawgiver.  Ly 
cnrgua,  in  leaving  bis  country— that  coantr^ 
which  became  so  illustrious  from  obeving  hts 
precepts — exacted  a  promise  from  bis  fellow-citi- 
zens, thai  tbe  laws  he  bad  given  them  shoald  not 
be  altered  or  abrogated  during  hia  abaenee.  He 
left  hia  eonotTy,  with  the  intention  of  never  re- 
larning  to  it ;  and  be  never  did  retarn.  It  is  pro- 
bable, at  least,  ttiat  in  his  code  there  was  no  law 
lo  pTohibit  expatriation  ;  and  yet  be  is  as  cele- 
brated, and  his  memory  is  as  much  respected,  as 
that  of  Thor  and  Woden,  who,  it  is  believed, 
were  the  anlhors  of  the  i)rtnciple  of  perpetual 
allegiance.  The  Romans,  in  this  respect,  were 
■I  wise  and  ai  liberal  as  their  great  arcfaetypes. 
The  apostrophe  of  Cicero,  though  well  known, 
cannot  be  too  of^en  quoted :  "  O  glorious  right— 
*  by  tbe  Divine  favor  obtained  for  us  by  onr  an- 
'  c«ators  in  the  commencement  of  tbe  Roman 
'  name ;  by  which  no  man  can  be  the  c 
'  more  than  one  country ;  by  which  no  man  can 
'  be  compelled  to  leave  it  against  his  will,  n 
'remain  in  it  against  bis  inclination  1  Thfa 
'  thefitmest  foundation  of  oar  liberty — that  every 
'  man  should  bare  an  absolute  power  to  retain  or 
'  abandon  hia  right  at  his  eleciioD."  I  refer  with 
pleasure  lo  those  ancient  and  illustrious  nation) 
iltuBtrious  for  tbe  brilliancy  of  their  actions,  and 
for  the  manliness  and  independenceof  their  prin- 
ciples. They  excite  more  of  my  admiration  than 
the  Ooths  and  Anglo-Saxons,  who  flourished  at 
a  period  of  time  einphaticatly  denominated  the 
dark  ages,  when  the  absurd  idea  of  perpetual  al- 
lenaoce  originated. 

Ftir  tbe  truth  of  ibis  principle,  we  shall  be 
turned  over  lo  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  my  Lord  Coke, 
and  other  distinguished  worthies  of  the  law ;  but. 
as  ibey  were  bdier  acquainted  with  municipal 
than  universal  law,  I  think  it  probable  that,  in 
this  cduntry,  and  in  this  era  of  bnman  improve- 
ment, they  will  not  be  considered  a*  autborfiy. 
What  can  they  weigh  against  the  practice  of  all 
nations,  except  that  to  which  they  belonged— 
against  the  principles  of  really  enlfghiened  legii- 
latOTs  and  jurists  of  every  age  and  of  every  coun- 
.  try?  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  hoy  nice  or 
technical  discussion,  but  I  will  merely  mention, 
that  I  believe  even  in  England  the  question  is 
considered  as  a  moot  poiai.  !□  France,  in  1793 
then  Republican  France,  when  liberty  appeared 
to  dawn  upon  benighted  Europe,  tbe  right  of  ex- 
patriation was  expressly  recognited ;  the  loss  of 
citizenship  was  made  to  depend  on  naturalization 


in  a  foreign  conntry,  or  in  aeeeptiBg  aBy  o&e 
from  any  other   tban  a  popular  QorvrBtaao,, 
Tbe  Constitution  of  1793  deserrea  great  respect-, 
it  abounds  in  sonnd  and  excellent  principles;  it 
could  not  do  otherwise ;  it  emanated  finai  en- 
lightened heads  and  pure  hearts,  and  is  snpenor 
to  any  form  of  government  the  world  had  ever 
before  seen,  except  our  own,  with  which  it  will 
bear  by  no  means  an  nn&vorable  eotnparisoa. 
and  from  which  many  of  its  principles  were  bor 
rowed.    I  do  not  hesitate  to  support  my  optnioBi 
bv  adveriing  to  France  at  the  period  to  vhtch  1 
allude;  indeed,  at  all  times,  I  fauve  thoagkt  as 
well  of  her  as  of  any  of  ber  neigbbora.     For  a 
white  she  maintained  a  nobte  strngg-Ie  for  free- 
dom, and  now  that,  from  sioistrons  eveats,  both 
ber    liberty  and  her  indepepdenee  are    clov«B 
down,  I  feel  towards  her  a  mingled  sentimeni  ot 
compassion  and  conienpt — eompaasioo  Tor  her 
enslaved  and  snbjBgatad  slate— con  tempi  for  her 
tame  acquiescence.  But  I  hasten  to  leave  distant 
times  and  distant  coantties  to  coatempUte  the 
cheering  prospect  which  our  own  country  ^tfoTAs  % 
not  that  on  this  sabjeci  it  commands  aaqumAifted 
approbation ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  De^ua- 
tion  of  Independence ;  notwithstanding  Ac  Coa- 
stiiution  which  gives  to  Government  the  right 
of  naturalizing  foreigners,  and  tbus  admits  the 
right  of  foreigners  to  expatriate  themaelves;  not- 
withstanding the  right  is  generally  adtoitted  by 
our  most  inielligent  politiciaas^— by  our  testa- 
tors and  jniat^—ytt  it  so  happens  that  tbe  en- 
joyment of  the  right  is  denied ;  and  ibis  brin^ 
me  to  the  CODsideratioo  of  tbe  qneitioa,  whether 
it  be  expedient,  in  the  words  of  tbe  reidaiioa.  to 
secure  by  law  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  exp«- 
trEation  ?    I  contend  it  is  proper  to  do  id,  because 
of  the  decisions  of  onr  courts,  the  oplniona  of  onr 
judges,  and  of  certain  principles  contained  ia 
some  of  our  treaties.    It  wiK  be  admitted  that, 
whenever  the  citizen  is  denied  the  eDJoyntent  of 
a  right,  or  whenever  tbe  manner  by  whieb  be  | 
may  exercise  it  is  involved  in  doubt,  it  tbea  be-  , 
comes  the  duty  of  the  Legislatore  to  inieifrre—  | 
to  anaouoee  the  right,  and  to  prtteribe  the  man-  ' 
ner  by  which  the  enjoymeoi  of  it  shall  be  se- 
cured.   Nothing  that  can  be  regalaied  br  teg^a- 
lation  should  be  left  to  tlie  discretion  of  judges; 
freemen  should  be  governed  by  laws,  and  not  by 
judges..  If  I  show,  then,  thtltbe  ri^t  of  c^b- 
triaiion  has  been  denied,  and  theenjoyment  of  it, 
when  admitted,  also  denied,  I  think  tbere  Will  be 
no  hesitation,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  to 
declare  and  secure  the  right  by  express  law.     Is 
the  case  of  Isaac  Williams  (3  Cranch,  82)  Judge 
Ellsworth  decided,  that  a  citizen  of  tbe  United 
States  could  not  dissolve  the  eonnexioii  between 
himself  and  his  country.    Isaac  Williams  emi- 
grated from  tbe  United  States,  settled  ia  Prance 
and  became  a  citizen  by  being  aataraJ/zrcf  ac- 
cording to  law,  two  years  before  the  war  broke 
out  between  tbat  country  and  England.     On  thii 
happening  of  that  event  he  received  a  commifl 
sion  to  cruise  a|piiDat  the  enemy;  he  did  so,  airi 
was  sQccessfal  in  making  captures.  Be  was  sub- 
;  sequently  arrested,  and  tried  in  theXTtiited  State: 
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district  court  of  ConnecticDt  fbi  eDsaging  in  hot- 
tilitiei,  ta  a  citizen  of  the  Uaiied  Suies,  against 
Slngltad,  a  nation  vilb  which  we  wcm  at  peaoa. 
He  was  found  Kuilljr,  fined,  and  impriioned,  by 
Judge  ElUworth,  who  explicitlv  denied  the  nght 
of  ezpauiation,  and  aiMrted  Inat  the  eoaunoD 
lav  of  England  wta  iha  Uw  of  the  United  States. 
Hue  then  we  have,  on  the  part  of  a  jadge,  a  dear 
denial  of  the  right 

In  the  cask  of  Talbot  and  Janscn,  (3  Dallas, 
133,)  in  the  Snpreise  Court  of  ibe  Unued  Scatet, 
Judges  Fauenon  and  Iredell  seemed  to  admit  tbe 
tight  of  expaiiialioa,wbtleCaahiDg and  Rutledge 
acknowledged  the impoitance  of  UiepiiDciple,bDi 
decliaed  giving  an^  opinion ;  f  et  Jiid^e  iKdell, 
notwilbiianding  hu  aomission  of  the  f>gbt  after 
stating  that  it  was  in  proof  tbat  Talbot  had  gone 
to  the  West  Indies,  and  had  taken  an  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  the  French  lUpoblic,  says,  that  he 
does  not  think  that  taking  ineh  an  oath,  and  be- 
ing admitted  a  citiien  there,  in  itself,  is  eridenoe 
of  a  bona  fide  esMtrialion,  or  discharges  theobli- 

Ktion  an  indiviauat  owes  to  his  native  oounlrr. 
ir  all  practical  purposes,  then,  the  opinion  of 
Judge  hedell  is  no  better  than  that  of  Judge  BlU- 
worth.  But  tbe  judges  before  whom  this  im- 
portant question  arises,  and  by  whom  it  most  be 
decided^  themselves  decUre  tbe  expedienejr  of 
legislaliTe  interference.  PattersoB  expresslj^  safs, 
ttuit  "a  statute  of  the  United  States  relatire  to 
'  expatriation  is  much  wanted,  especjsllf  as  the 
'  common  law  of  England  is,  bf  the  coustitattoD 
*  of  some  of  the  States,  recognised  and  adi^ted- 
'  Besides,  ascertaining  by  pmitive  law  the  man- 
'  ner  ia  which  expatriation  map  be  efiectcd,  would 
'  obviate  doubts  under  the  subject,  Daioriow  aad 
'  easy  of  appiebension,  and  presest  the  rule  sf 
'  ciTU  conduct  in  a  Tery  intetestias  poioL"  Ire- 
dell also  remarks,  that  "aU  the  contenlioas 
'  about  upatristioQs  in  the  courtf.  bare  arisei; 
'  from  a  want  of  the  exercise  of  tois  auihoritf 
'  that  differences  of  opinion  exist  as  lo  (he  man' 
'  ner  of  effecting  expalriaiion ;  that  some  hold 
'  that  it  is  a  nitaral  inalienable  right  in  each  In- 
'dividoal;  thai  it  is  a  right  opoa  which  no  act 
'  of  legislation  can  lawruUf  be  exetcised,  inas- 
'  much  as  a  Legislature  might  impose  dangerous 
'  teitrainti  upon  it,  and  of  coarse  it  mnst  be  lef^ 
'  toevery  man's  will  and  pleasure  to  go  off  when 
'  and  in  wbai  maiuier  be  pleases."  He  proceed) 
to  aseign  his  reasons  for  dLfferin^  froid  this  opin- 
ion, but  I  >haU  follow  him  no  furlher ;  it  is  im- 
material  to  my  view  whether  he  be  tight  or 
wrong.  I  haTc  nothing  to  do  with  the  correct- 
ness of  the  opinione  oif  the  judges;  I  am  only 
cotieeined  wiln  the  fact.  These  opinions  go  tc 
deny  the  tight  of  expatiiation;  to  deny  th£  en- 
joyment of  tbe  right,  and  to  inriie.  as  well  as  K 
demonstrate  tbe  proixieir  of  legislatire  interpo- 
sition. Why,  then,  sbonld  Congress  leave,  vague 
and  undefined,  questions  so  important  to  tne  citi' 


bet,  to  which  I  briefly  slluded,  and  which  fum- 
ishei  additional  reasons  in  support  of  tbe  bill 
now  quder  consideration. 


The  United  Stales  bare  uniformly  exprecseda 
wish  to  be  nenual  and  impartial  in  their  rela- 
tions with  Spain  and  the  revolutionary  States^ 
South  America,  Tbe  Qovernmeni  professes  to 
be  desirous  of  placing  them  on  a  footing  of  exact 
equality  i  to  Tiewthen  as  independent  Powen, 
entitled  lo  equal  teapect  and  similar  rights. 
Whether  ibey  are  so  considered  oi  not,  I  bare  no 
intention  at  this  lime  lo  inquire.  But  I  will  show, 
from  our  Treaty  with  Spain,  that  the  siiiialion 
of  ibc  reTolationarr  gorernments  of  Sonib 
America  is  infinitely  diudvantageous,  when  com- 
pared with  that  of  their  enemy.  This,  howaret, 
IS  no  charge  a^nst  our  CfovernmenL  The 
Treaty  with  Span  was  entered  into  long  before 
tbe  revolt  of  the  colonic^  and  cannot  be  affected 
by  that  ereni ;  bat  a  state  of  things  now  exists 
tbat  ought  not  to'be  suffered  to  continue.  I  am 
far  from  recommending  any  violation  of  that  in- 
slrnmeni.  I  do  not  mean  to  touch  its  provisions; 
but  I  do  mean,  if  the  House  will  hear  me  out,  to 
rescue  the  citizens  of  tbe  United  States  from  the 
Infamy  cast  npon  them,  and  the  penalties  de- 
nounced against  them  by  one  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary and  abominable  priooiplex  that  ever 
found  Its  way  into  the  code  of  any  nation  pre- 
ing  any  kind  of  regard  for  the  rights  of  lib- 
erty and  of  man.  And  in  doing  this,  if  the  hidy 
cause  of  the  patriots  of  the  South  snail  be  pro- 
moted, without  any  breach  of  oblij[atton  on  ovr 
part  to  anr  other  Qovernmeni,  it  will  be  to  mea 
soDice  of  high  and  unfeigned  aatisfpetion. 

By  our  Treaty  with  Spain  (article  14)  it  is  pro- 
vided, '  tbat  no  citizen  ot  the  Uaiud  Siatee  atiall 
'  a^ily  for,  or  take  any  commiasioa  w  letter  of 

marque,  for  arming  any  ship  oi  ships  to  Ml  as 

Stivaieers  against  the  subjects  of  His  Caiiwlie 
[ajesty,  or  tbe  property  of  any  of  them,  fnwL 
'  any  Pnnce  or  State  with  whiob  the  saU  King 
'  shall  be  at  war ;  and  if  any  person  of  either  U- 
'  tion  shall  take  sacb  eommisiion,  he  shall  be 
'  punished  as  a  pirate." 

By  what  authority  the  President  and  SaoaH 
agreed  to  such  an  article,  I  will  not  suqt  to  in- 
quire. I  content  mvself  with  saying  tut  they 
had  no  authority ;  that  they  transcended  then 
powers ;  that  Ibe  Constitution  of  the  United  StalM 
gives  to  Coiufresi  the  power  to  define  and  punish 
piracies,  and  not  to  the  President  an4  Baoale. 
But  the  unequal  operation  of  this  article  in  the 
coQteal  now  raging  between  Spain  and  tbe  Gor- 
ernmenl  of  Sonth  America)  ought,  as  far  as  it  ia 
in  oni  power  lo  do  ao,  to  be  obnated.  Tbe  oper- 
ation is  this:  a  cituen  of  the  United  States 
taking  part  with  the  people  of  South  America  is 
to  be  considered  as  a  pirate,  whilst,  oa  the  other 
hand,  if  be  inke  part  with  Spain,  no  such  penally 
awaits  him.  Put  it,  then,  in  bis  power  to  avoid 
this  hazardous  situation-  Let  him,  if  actoaied  by 
a  noble  wish  to  aid  a  brave  people  struggling  for 
freedom,  if  he  choose  to  do  bo,1  cease  to  oe  a  eili- 
zen  of  the  United  States;  he  does  no  more  than 
be  has  a  right  to  do,  and  the  United  States  Maud 
absolved  from  tbe  consequence  of  his  eondnet. 
He  is  no  longer  a  pirate;  he  no  longer  violate* 
any  law,  or  pretended  law,  of  the  United  Stataa; 
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this,  however,  altbooKfi  necesstrr  to  protect  man 
in  toe  eniof  ment  of  ait  richls,  ■ItboDgh  jast  and 
bcneScialto  a  caoM  to  vhicb  I  most  cordiallr 
wiih  succeei,  merely  addt  streogth  to  the  reasons 
in  favor  of  the  greil  principle  for  which  I  con- 
tend. 1  contend  for  the  right  of  expatriation,  in 
its  own  abstract  troth.  It  wms  true  from  the  be- 
sjnning  of  lime,  aod  foreTcr  will  to  remaiB. 
Tj^raDtt  baTe  denied   It,   and   sliTCs  bare  ac- 

faietced;  but  it  is  no  leai  irne  on  that  account, 
sopporl  it  on  ita  own  intrinsic  metils;  long  be- 
fore tlie  patriot  cause  of  ib«  Sontb  excitedour 
vjmpsLthics,  or  our  antipathies,  I  snbroitted  the 

JtoposittoD  to  CoDgress,  and,  whatever  be  its 
ite.  I  will  never  forget  or  abandon  it. 

This  brings  me  to  the  last  point  in  the  present 
inqnirv.  Is  the  bill  reported  bf  the  committee 
■nitable  to  the  purposes  for  whicli  it  was  intend- 
cdT  Does  it  secure  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
expattiaiioni  It  has  one  advaota^  at  least; 
it  IS  simple  and  easy  of  coroprebensioa.  In  the 
langnage  of  Judge  Roane,  speaking  of  the  Vir- 
^nia  law,  it  does  not  presume  to  give  the  right; 
It  points  out  the  matiDer  bv  which  it  ma;  be  ex- 
ercised. It  provides  tbal  the  citizen  intending  to 
expatriate  himielf,  shall  stale  the  fact  on  the  re- 
cords of  a  court  of  ibe  United  Sutes ;  and  tbst. 
on  bis  departing  and  ^ing  out  of  the  United 
Slates,  he  shall  be  considered  as  b4viDg  exercised 
Ua  right  of  expatriation.  It  is  in  substance  a 
CopT  of  (be  Virginia  act,  and  with  me  the  exam- 
ple of  that  State  has  great  weight.  The  object 
of  the  committee  was  to  secure  to  the  citizen  the 
exercise  of  the  right;  the  bitl  seemed  to  ibem 
well  calcniated  to  effect  (hat  end;  it  involves  no 
dispoted  prineiples ;  its  details  give  rite  to  no  em- 
batraitmeni.  It  is,  however,  open  (o  amendmenl, 
and,  if  in  its  nresent  form  it  does  not  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  House,  it  can  be  so  shsped  as 
to  do  so. 

I  will  concisely  recapitulate  (be  views  I  have 
nbmitted. 

I  have  considered  expatriation  as  a  nataral 
right  bestowed  on  man  by  his  Creator— held  by 
BO  Oovernment  or  law,  but  by  a  tenure  superior 
'  to  both.  1  have  shown  from  history  that  it  has 
been  so  considered  at  all  times,  by  the  wisest,  best, 

-  and  greatest  men;  that  it  was  freely  practised, 
and  clearly  admitted,  by  illnstriout  nations,  an- 
cient and  modern— I  allude  to  Greece  and  Rome, 
and  Republican  France;  that  BogUnd  is  the 
only  country  where  it  is  denied;  lliat  it  it  ac- 
knowledged very  generally  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States;  that  it  is  denied  bv  some  of  our 
coariB,  and  its  enjoyment  refuted  by  all;  that,  as 
a  necessary  consequence,  if  the  citizen  is  (o  be 
protected  in  the  exercise  of  hit  righli,  legislative 
interference  becomes  necessary ;  and  finally,  that 
the  judges  themselves  hare  urged  upon  Congrets 
the  expediency  of  passing  some  act  on  this  im- 
portant and  icieretting  tubject.    I  hare  nothing 

•  mora  to  add— I  thank  (be  Committee  for  the  at- 

-  leniion  they  have  been  pleaMd  to  bestow  on  me. 

Mr.  AnitiRBOM,  of  Eentacky,  said,  that  of  (he 
existence  of  the  right,  he  had  no  doobt,  and  (hat 


probably  it  woot^  not  be  denied  or  doahuA  in 
ibe  debate.  An  inquiry,  tiowerer,  into  Ibe  C«»- 
Btitntional  power  of  Congreti  to  prtxnbe  the 
mode  of  enjoying  this  right,  should  jntcde  nh 
observations  on  tBe  policy  of  the  measDre  oc  aoy 
examinatjon  of  its  operation  on  the  ci(izes.  In 
stating  an  opinion  that  this  power  was  not  poa- 
senei^  he  might  incur  the  imputation  of  beii^ 
unnecessaril  V  •ctDpnloos,  but  be  f^i  ananred  tbu 
the  standara  by  which  be  woolo  measaic  ibt 
ConstitDiion  and  ascertain  its  meaning,  -wooid 
not  jnstify  such  an  impntalion ;  that  the  rales  bj 
which  be  would  abide,  thonld  be  of  a  character 
which  all  should  declare  liberal  and  fair.  In  tte 
spirit  of  these  liberal  rules,  be  did  not  demaed 
an  express  grant  of  power,  but  would  reDotince 
bis  opinion,  if  a  clause  could  be  shown  from 
which  the  power  of  Congress  to  preteribe  ibe 
mode  in  which  the  citizen  should  renoDoce  his 
citizenship  could  be  fairly  inreired;  or  if  it  could 
be  shown  that  the  exercise  of  this  power  was  ne- 
cessary or  convenient  for  the  exercise  of  any 
other,  given  either  expressly  or  imidiedly. 

In  maintaining  the  negative  of  this  proposition, 
the  ordinary  benefit  of  knowing  the  ground  of  an 
adversary  was  lost;  he  did  not  know  on  what 
clause  its  friends  would  rest  for  ita  support ;  boL 
■Itbotigh  deprived  of  this  usual  source  of  argn^ 
ment,  the  inspection  of  the  Constitution  aSbrded 
one  incapable  of  answer :  it  showed  the  abKoee 
of  every  clause  which  could  imply  or  inu'oaate 
such  a  power.  And  it  might  be  as  boldly  assert- 
ed that  the  bill  under  consideration  was  in  no  wa  j 
necessary  or  even  conducire  to  the  execniioD  of 
any  of  the  enumerated  powers.  Bven  under  thia 
latitude,  which  it  probably  greater  than,  accord- 
ing to  correct  construction,  the  friends  at  tlt«  bill 
could  of  right  demand,  it  cannot  be  tupported. 
If,  then,  the  power  is  not  expressly  or  imjriiedly 
granted,  and  is  in  no  way  promotive  or  auxiliary 
to  the  exercise  of  any  other,  all  question  most 
cease. 

Several  persons  in  conrersation  hare  urged  thi 
opinion  that  the  section  which  declare*  ihat  "Co* 
grest  shall  hare  power  to  estaUith  a  unifon 
ruleof  na(uraliza(ion,"  conveys  or  implies  a  po*> 
er  to  pass  laws  to  prescribe  a  manner  of  expatria- 
tion ;  bu(  this  is  an  implication  8urel)>  inadmi*- 
siblfl  under  any  known  rule  of  construction.  Saeh 
an  interpptation  would  support  the  idea  iii(  Ihs 
grant  of^an  authority  to  effect  one  object  alwaya 
conveyed  a  grant  to  effect  its  correlative.  Will 
it  Ix  contended  that  a  power  to  impose  duties  od 
imports,  conveys  a  power  to  impose  duties  on  ex- 
ports 1  Or  that  a  power  to  legislate  on  the  one 
subject  implied  an  authority  in  any  way  to  legis- 
late on  the  other  7  Does  the  power  to  "  bonow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States"  con- 
tain one  to  lend  money  1  A  construction  like  ibis 
would  proitrale  comtnon  sense  and  render  it  ne- 
cessary that  the  grant  of  every  power  shoofd  be 
accompanied  by  a  prohibitory  clause,  negativing 
aM  rigbi  to  Initiate  on  its  converse.  Bni  if,  in- 
deed, the  ordinary  rules  of  interpretation  are  to 
be  applied,  the  result  will  berery  diflereni,astbe 
introduciion  of  tbe  on*  would  strongly  imply  tht 
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joteBded  omnaioa  of  ibe  other.  The  insCTtioB 
of  the  power  to  nataralize,  fatoisbes  erideDce, 
il«gmtiv«l;,  that  the  other  was  omittrd  from  de- 
sign, Bod  not  fTom  iDittentioD.  As  the  general 
nibjeot  waa  before  the  member*  of  the  coaTcii- 
tion,  if  a  general  power  to  legislate  in  both  caaee 
had  been  iBleuded,  it  may  be  falily  Mid  that  the 
intention  woold  bare  beeo  effeciaated  ia  the  same 
w»Y.  So  adequate  TcaioD  can  be  assicned  for 
expreaaing  that  deticn  in  the  ode  and  omilline  it 
ID  th«  other  case.  The  con?ietiMi  oa  tbe  mina  is 
then  oomplete,  doi  onlf  ibat  ibe  power  i«  sbseut, 
but  is  absent  from  inteniioa.  So  far,  iheo,  from 
the  friends  of  tbe  bill  leeeiTiog  any  aid  from  this 
clause,  Ibe  only  adminible  inference  from  its  ia- 
Irodaction  is  alu^lher  adreno  to  their  propo- 

Bnt  it  has  been  uid,  that  this  seclioD  declares 
the  opioioD  of  the  conrentlon,  that  a  snbjeol  o\ 
citizen  maf  eipaiiiate  himself  or  renoDoee  hli 
allegiance  to  Ibe  eoaalrjr  of  his  birtb.  To  this, 
Mr.  A.  most  prompiljr  acceded  ;  it  does  piore  io- 
eoniestably,  tfaat  (bey  did  not  doabt  the  right. 
Tha  conrcDtioD  would  not  hare  suthorizeil  Cod- 
^reea  to  nataralize  the  sobjeeU  of  foreiga  Btatei, 
if  they  had  not  aekoowledged  the  right  of  tbe 
foreigner  to  renonnce  his  all^iance  toliia  natire 
coaniry  and  assame  a  new  one  here.   A  eontrary 


benefit  of  oar  naiaralizatioD  laws  were  still  bocnd 
to  a  foreign  dominion  ;  that  in  the  erent  of  a  war 
they  woald  be  traitors  to  (heir  former  gDVeTomeni, 
and  that  this  OoTemment  would  be  absolved  from 
all  obligation  to  proieot  them.  The  lavs  which 
ve  hare  passed  ([ifing  facilitiea,  and  of  coarse 
boldingoatinfiiationatothesnbjecitofforeignna* 
tions  to  come  and  lire  among  as,  must  be  bottomed 
upoa  tbe  indispaiable  right  of  tbe  foreigoer  to 
aaanme  an  allegiance  to  ub.  and  of  eonrse  to  re- 
nounce erery  prerions  obligation  inconsislent 
with  it  Under  any  other  riew,  our  laws  taflict 
the  deadliest  injnry  on  the  anfortDnate  man  who 
takes  the  benefit  of  them.  Then,  althoogh  this 
clause  does  in  effect  eoniain  a  recognition  of  the 
right  of  Ibe  American  citizen  to  expatriate  him- 
■•If,  the  mistake  aTi«e*  from  not  Htiendiog  to  the 
important  distinction  between  the  tekaowtedg- 
ment  of  a  right  and  the  grant  of  a  power  to 
pfeseribe  the  manner  of  enjoying  that  n^bt.  The 
fifst  is  ineon testable,  both  on  prioci^ei  inde- 
pendeot  of  the  Consiitntion  ana  on  the  recog- 
nition ririaally  conlaiDed  in  the  power  to  natnrsl- 
ize ;  bat  tbe  other  is  io  no  way  eonreved  ot  im- 
plied. The  policy  of  (pranting  or  withboldiag 
the  power,  may  not  be  so  easily  eeeo ;  and  in- 
deed, in  eases  of  plain  omission,  such  an  inqairy 
could  only  result  in  useless  and  perplexing  labor. 
In  ambiguons  cases,  the  intention  of  the  lawgiver 
faroishes  a  fair  means  for  ascertaining  the  sense 
of  the  rule,  bnt  where  no  donbt  can  arise  on  tbe 
langoage,  tbe  moiire  ot  cause  for  the  omission 
may  be  a  curious  and  indeed  rilaable  matter  of 
spcealation  to  the  futnre  legislator,  bat  can  be  in  [ 
noway  beneficial  to  the  correct  exposition  of  the 
written   Initrameot,    Here   the  intiodactioo  of| 


the  power  to  pass  laws  on  the  sobject  of  natural- 
ization arose  from  the  fact,  that  emigration  to 
our  country  was  common,  mterestlog,  and  was 
deemed  desirable ;  that  a  probation  was  tfaoaght 
necessary  to  gire  a  safe  assurance  that  the  emi- 
grant bad  renounced  alt  foreign  propensitlea  and 
was  attached  to  tbe  ptiacip^s  of  oot  Gorern- 
meoi;  that  it  was  also  necessary  that  this  pro- 
bation should  be  Qoiform,  and  finally,  that  this 
could  only  be  effected  by  submitting  the  subject 
to  the  Federal  Legislature.  In  the  other  cose,  not 
one  of  these  reasons  coold  have  any  operation ; 
an;  law  declatiog  the  manner  in  which  citizen- 
ship should  be  renounced  might  be  thought  no- 
necessary,  because,  while  naturalization  consisted 
of  a  number  of  acts  created  or  roried  by  tbe  mu- 
nicipal rnnlalions  of  each  country,  expatriation 
of   a  single  act,  a  departure  from  the 


country  with  the  intention  of  a  permaoent  abode 
abroad.  This  may  be  a  very  imperfect  conjecture 
of  the  reasons  which  had  eflectj  many  others 
may  have  existed  much  stronger  than  these,  but 
in  no  way  can  the  result  be  varied. 

A  rery  high  authority  in  support  of  the  opin- 
ion, which  he  maiotained,  arose  from  what  nad 
in  the  Iste  edition  of  the  laws  been  published  as 
the  13th  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  This 
amendment  bad  not,  be  bdiered,  been  fully  rati- 
fied i  it  had  pasKd  through  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress with  a  majority  of  two-thirds,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  only  twelve  States;  (wo 
others  have  not  yet  acted  on  it  Bat,  inasmuch 
as  he  only  referred  to  it,  as  to  the  opinion  of  wise 
men  most  solemnly  given,  it  was  not  very  ma- 
teriat  to  tbe  present  parptwe,  whether  it  had  te- 
ceired  the  sanction  of  twelve  or  of  thirteen  con- 
curring legisbiutes.  The  amendment  is  in  these 
words:  "  If  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall 
'  accept,  claim,  receire,  or  retain  any  title  of  no- 
'  bility,  or  honor,  or  shall,  without  the  consent  of 
'  Congress,  accept  and  retain  any  present,  pen- 
'  sjoo,office,or  emolument,  of  anf  kind  whatever, 
'  from  any  Emperor,  King,  Pnncc,  or  foreign 
'  Power,  such  person  shall  cease  to  be  a  citizen  of 
'  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  incapable  of 
'  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  unaer  them 
'or  either  of  them."  The  ioiiodaotion  of  this 
article  declares  tbe  opinion  of  the  highest  tribu- 
nal in  the  United  States,  the  onl^  tribunal  which 
can  alter  or  amend  the  Constitution  under  which 
we  live,  that  Congress  could  not  declare  the  acts 
which  should  amount  to  a  renunciation  of  citi- 
ihipi  otherwise  there  would  hare  been  no 
necessity  for  this  last  resort.  When  it  was  settled 
that  Coogtess  could  not  declare  that  the  accept- 
ance of  a  pension  or  an  office  from  a  foreign  Em< 
perot  amounted  to  a  disfranchisement  of  the 
'''   an,  it  most  surely  be  conceded  that  they  could 

.  leclare  that  any  other  act  did.  The  cases  to 
which  their  powers  before  this  amendment  con- 
fessedly did  not  extend,  are  rery  strong,  and  in- 
duce a  belief  that  Congress  could  not  io  any 
case  declare  tbe  acts  which  should  cause  "  a  per- 
son to  cease  to  be  a  citizetL"  Tbe  want  of  power 
in  a  case  like  this,  where  tbe  individual  has  given 
the  (trongesl|evtdence  of  attachment  to  a  foreign 
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mceuUte  aod  to  entire  rennociBttoii  of  die  temt- 
nZ9  and  priDciplei  of  ao  American  citizen,  cer- 
taialr  cttablitbei  the  abMoce  of  all  power  to  pai* 
I  bill  like  the  picseDl  one.  Althongb  iha  inten- 
tion with  wbicb  il  wai  iatrodaced,  and  the  title 
of  the  bill  declare  that  it  ia  lo  iasure  and  foMer 
the  right  of  the  citizen;  the  direct  and  ineritabte 
effect  of  the  bill,  ia  an  auamptioD  of  power  bj 
Congrets  lo  deelare  that  eertaio  acta  when  eom- 
mitted  (bail  ameuDt 


Mip. 

If  ihia  right  of  expatriation  wae  giTen  or  crM- 
led  by  tbe  CoDititanon,  it  might  plautiblr  be  cob- 
tended,  tbeC  we  eoold  direct  by  law  ibe  mawaer 
of  ii«  exereiie,  bnt  eioce,  as  he  thoaght,  it  defended 
on  priodplee  entirely  tmeoDnect^  with  it;  and 
was  not  enlarged,  rcatricted,  or  In  any  waj  af- 
ftcted  by  il,  he  conld  not  aetent  to  the  position. 
Bij^hts  which  are  created  by  the  Contlilotionj  bat 
which  are  companiivety  tew,  (for  eonsiitutions 
always  reatrict  raiher  thaa  enlarge  them,}  can  be 
controlled,  and  tbe  mode  of  their  exereiM  preaeri- 
bed ;  such  are  tbe  righla  of  roiing  for  representa- 
tirei,  or  of  electing;  the  President.  The  idea  that 
CoDgresi  can  past  this  bill  merely  because  the 
eitiaen  ha*  the  right,  ii  certainly  incorrect  j  nnin- 
bevlega  iDataaces  may  be  cited  of  the  nnderlvabls 
existence  of  the  pUiant  righu  aboat  which  we 
caoDOi  legislate ;  be  can  alienate  or  purchase 
lands,  dense  bia  inberilance,  or  TOte  for  Slate  c^- 
lleers,  but  Congrew  can  pauno  law  either  to  oon- 
trol  or  secure  their  enjoyment. 

IT  it  be  atked  what  tribunal  poasesses  the  aa- 
thorily  of  declaring  the  acts  which  shall  amoont 
lo  an  expatriation,  I  reply,  said  Mr.  A.,  that  the 
pcopoaituw  which  I  endeavored  to  maintain  in  this 
deMts  only  requires  that  I  should  show  that  the 
CoDgteei  of  the  United  State*  does  not  poneae  iL 
If  the  power  exiata  in  any  legiilaiiTe  body.  It  is 
in  the  Btate  I^cgialature*.  Some  ot  them  have 
czeiciied  the  power  by  paiainglawa;  andifaeili- 
no  of  Virfinia  has  punocd  the  mode  prescribed 
by,  the  Slate,  an  noMppy  question,  and  mont  tcx' 
itious  collisian,  would  arise,  if  the  Federal  Qor. 
ernmeut  should  still  require  hi*  allegiance,  and 
deny  the  Titidiiy  of  his  rcnunciatira,  nntil  he  had 
alao  fallowed  the  contM  preacribed  by  her,  --" 
had  sobmitted  to  reqaiaiiions  in  addition  to  it 
he  had  preTioasly  pursned,  and  which  the  statute 
of  his  State  had  declared  made  him  no  longer  a 
citizen.  And  this  view  of  the  subject  strongly 
impreases  the  conviction,  that  Gongreaa  casBol 
eonatituiionally  act.  for  sorely  the  anthoriiy  of 
declaring  what  shall  disfranchise  the  citizea  itf  ■ 
State,  is  an  authority  too  great  for  us 


declared  that ''the  powen  not  delegated  tt  .„. 
'  United  States  by  (be  Coatiituiion,  nor  prohibiced 
'  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  Slates 
'  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  So  that  under 
every  consideration  the  people  or  the  Suiea  form, 
In  thu  ease,  the  depositary  of  the  power,  and  Con- 
greass  can  nave  no  just  claim. 

But  the  absence  of  all  power  fiom  tbe  State 
Leaislatiucs  would  not  veet  it  in  us,  and  would 
only  leave  the  subject  in  a  situation  poasiUy  more 


benefieial  to  the  citixeK  thaa  nay  etfccr;  ui  it 
may  salcly  be  asserted  ibat  f t  is  at  IcMf  pntte 
matioal,  whether  the  right  is  not  bettet  aecniti, 
its  unrestnined  enioymeat  more  fully  umated,  by 
denying  to  any  boJy  the  pa^wer  sf  eonirolbag, «/. 
fasting  or  legislating  f»  iL  Vuioaa  eoMider- 
atioas  arise  to  dininish  any  regret  at  the  want  tf 
it.  There  arc  indeed  nuiBy  rights  which  rcqaiie 
legislative  proTiaioas  to  enaUe  the  oilizeos  U 
have  the  foD  beneit  of  them :  tbe  rif  ht  of  uiit 
^T  Jo'T)  of  election,  of  obtauting  "  jiwtiee  wiiboet 
sale,  denial,  or  delay,"  are  all  of  ibis  kind.  Bh 
there  ate  many,  also,  which  require  no  law  is 
give  the  citizen  unqulified  aad  nbeolate  eajoy- 
meni  of  them.  The  rMt  tf  aieembliag  to  dis- 
Ctiae public meastuesj  of petttioaing forndrees of 
grievances;  the  liberty  of  the  pteaa,  rvqoire  no 
anehaid:  all  they  aak,  for  the  freest  ezerviae,  ii 
to  iMss  no  law ;  ebatain  from  all  legisintion  on  the 
subject.  There  are  still  Qthetiof  amor*  deifcate 
character,  aboat  which  it  is  act  only  anneceasary, 
bat  dangerous  to  legislate :  ibe  tight  of  worship- 
ping Alinjghty  Qod  tccotdiog  vo  tbe  dietaiea 
of  our  conscience,  is  eraphaticslly  of  ibis  kVad. 
There  are  many  others  of  the  Eame  class.  Ibeit 
perfect  eniayment  depends  on  tbe  entire  absenee 
ofBUlcsisiaiivecantrol;  their  very  existence  eon- 
sial*  in  a  freedom  ioconaisteai  with  all  l(s>alalion. 
But  no  bill  could  be  passed  on  this  subject,  which 
would  not,  in  some  degree,  restrict  the  ezeteiM 
of  the  rigbl.  Although  under  the  language  of 
the  present  one,  that  restriction  was  very  tUt^t, 
still  it  was  one  lo  the  whde  extent  of  the  eKet 
of  the  Law.  Ia  proportion  to  the  tqiemtioa  of  the 
law,  would  be  the  embarrassment  piodneed  t^  it 
to  the  exercise  of  the  right;  suid  ikiawonU  be 
the  case  ander  any  ^itaeology  yon  eosU  adopt, 
althoogb  il  might  be  enacteo,  as  he  knew  it.  was 
intended,  to  aid  and  not  lo  embarrass. 

But  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  establish  a 
precedent,  which  might  produce  a  conseqnenec 
utterly  anbvenive  of  the  right ;  if  we  ban  deelare 
that  any  acts  pievions  to  emigiation  are  Btetrnrj 
to  produce  a  valid  expatriation,  we  eoald  at  any 
lime  alter  the  present  requisition  and  deelare  that 
other  acta,  more  expensive  and  iiHMiavBni«nt,weic 
necessary,  and  in  this  wey  claim  and  usnta 
power,  which  woold  enable  Congren  to  teqnire 
ft  mode  so  inconvenient  as  to  amount  to  an  estira 
denial.  If  we  can  require  the  citizen  to  make  na 
abjatation  in  a  court  of  justice,  we  can  aa  ew 
tatnly  require  him  to  give  nouee  of  his  inientiOB 
for  one  or  two  yean,  or  any  period  of  time  which 
our  policy  or  capriea  may  ditoct.  And  U  is  not 
a  slight  objection,  thai  any  foreign  legtslaime 
might  uke  advantage  of  this  precedent,  set  by  an 
American  Congress,  and  declue  that  no  subject 
could  renonnce  bis  allegiance,  except  by  eomply- 
lug  with  forms  inconveoient  or  impossible,  and 
in  this  way  deny,  in  a  maoaer  borrowed  from  ns, 
what  we  say  caa  be  denied  to  no  one.  Do  we 
not  invite  the  British  Parliament  to  [aa*  aimilai 
laws?  Do  we  not  acknowledge  not  only  their 
power,  but  the  policy  of  doing  itl  If  we  yield 
this,  then  we  have  yielded  everything.  It  eon- 
Utias  an  acknowledgment  that  the  utizea  ot 
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■Bb,feot  cunot  throw  off  his  lUcikBee  to  hU 
native  ^TetnmeBt  witkost  eom]df  ing  with  lay 
TvgnlatioM.  which  ihai  goTervarat  nujr  pre- 
icrib«.  Wbu  then  is  theutnailon  of  th«  aBfor- 
tunatc  enimDi,  allaKd  to  oor  shorn  by  onr  sat- 
Hilawi  "   " 


UrBlizi 


Bee 


»  the  required 
I  citizen;  bat 
I  not  cMBplicd  with  the  {werious  req.ai- 
sitioBoftheBritiahitaiDtcs,  the  Tklidiir  of  wbteh 
we  reeogoiae  bsr  painii^  thii  bill  aiul  assuminf 
similar  powers,  ha  is  still  bound  bj  his  foretgD 
alt^iance.  We  should  neTer  adopt  any  coarse 
irhtch  could  for  a  momeat  coantenance  tbe.idea 
that  tboee  who  bare  been  admitted  bf  onr  laws 
had  not  ereiy  ptirHtgt  and  safdr  which  the 
American  citizen  h^$. 

The  eminatian,  which  is  rapidly  ukiog  place 
betwaea  diiktent  mates  of  the  Uaioo,  has  aerer 
rendered  necessar]'  the  passafe  of  any  bill  for 
releasing  the  iodiridual  from  his  obligations  to 
hia  parent  Slate.  His  departore  with  the  inteo- 
lioD  of  permaBent  absence,  is  considered  a  for- 
feiture of  all  the  rights  appertainiag  to  him  in 
bia  character  asacitizmof  that  State;  althotigb 
it  might  be  nigcd  that  m»aj  Mfea  of  nmbiguoaa 
aatura  might  occur,  where  there  was  an  abaeno^ 
but  it  could  not  b«  asceriaiaed  with  ccnaiatf 
whether  it  was  only  temporary  or  permanent, 
still  DO  Slate  has  deemed  aaj  law  necessary  to 
declare  the  acts  which  shonld  produce  a  forfeiinre 
of  Stale  citueoshlp. 

The  situation  of  a  youog  man  arriTiug  at  the 
age  which  releases  him  from  pstenul  aotboritr, 
a  analogous  case,  and  may  illnstrate  my  idea. 


uie  period  at  which 


The  fact  oiBrriving  at  the  age,  under  the  preriou: 

Seneral  law,  which  declared  thr  -—'-'  —  —•---^ 
le  priTileges  of  a  freeman 
itself  produces  the  leauh,  and  pronounces  the 
emanoipation ;  so,  he  would  eonsfder  that  the 
fact  of  departure,  with  the  necessary  Intetilion 
under  the  lavs,  which  eziu  at  all  times  and  placet, 
and  retioire  do  amendment,  produced  of  itself  an 
exnatriation. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  knew  that  it  was  on  the  good- 
ness  of  our  Oorerament  and  the  purity  of  its  ad- 
ministration, that  we  ought  only  to  rest  for  safe- 
gtiaids,  Bgautst  any  general  inclioatioo  of  Iha 
American  people  to  leare  our  country.  When- 
ever the  repnoJicaa  iastitntions  of  the  eouoiry, 
the  freedom  of  its  taws,  and  the  impartial  admin- 
istration of  public  iufllic^  shall  hare  ceased  to 
Dtesetve  thair  atiacnmcnt,  he  would  nerer  raise 
legal  fences  against  ibeit  emigration ;  he  woatd 

Srmit  tbem  to  go  whefercr  belter  fortunes  or 
ireidestinicsiantedthem.  No  artificial  harrier 
should  be  raised  to  prevent  man  from  teekins  his 
happiness,  wherever  brighter  prospects  or  a  kind- 
lier son  invited  him.  No  human  iosiiiutiona 
shotild  bind  faim  m  one  country,  when  his  heart 
and  his  hopes  were  fixed  upon  another.  It  is  not 
onr  policy  to  retain  those,  who  from  judgment, 
caprice,  or  any  other  cause,  domestic  or  political, 
heve  ceased  to  be  happy  and  tranquil  under  the 
Goverumeut.  It  is  not  only  best  for  them,  but 
safest  for  us,  that  they  should  go.  While  he  en- 
tertained these  opinitma,  aad  shooU  on  alt  proper 


oecaaioas  act  upon  them,  he  still  thought  the 
present  bill  unneeessary  and  uneoastitotiooal. 

Mr.  JoBRSON,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  the  right 
of  expatriation  was  recognised  by  the  declaration 
of  our  independence  in  1776,  and  founded  on  the 
immutable  principles  of  self-government.  The 
act  of  expatriation  was  the  exercise  of  the  privi- 
lege of  locomotion,  and  the  seeking  oar  individual 
bappinese  without  infringing  upon  ibe  rights  of 
others;  it  was  emigratioa  with  a  view  to  aban- 
don our  residence  and  citizenship  in  one  connlry, 
for  a  permanent  residence  in  another.  The  de- 
Dial  of  this  self-evjdeat  principle  was  of  no  mod- 
ern date  ;  it  had  its  origin  in  the  day  of  feudal 
tenures,  where  men,  as  tenants,  were  the  propertr 
or  servants  of  the  proprietors  of  the  soil,  which 
was  divided  among  the  chieftains  who  destroyed 
the  Roman  Empire  with  their  innumerable  war- 
riors, and  the  lenanis  were  compelled  to  take  the 
oath  of  fealty— the  oath  to  be  true  to  the  landr 
lord.  From  the  idea  of  perpetoal  fealty  or  obli- 
^tions  in  this  case  of  feudal  tyranny,  the  same 
ridiculous  idea  of  perpetual  allt^ianoe  to  a  parti- 
cular sovereigo  or  CMvernment  was  transferred 
to  some  of  the  monarchiea  of  Europe,  and  jparti- 
cularly  recMoised  and  ingrafled  into  the  political 
system  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  days  of  anti- 
quity, the  limes  of  Orecian  and  Roman  Ubertf, 
the  idea  of  perpetual  alteyiance  was  unknown, 
and  the  right  of  expatriation  not  doubted.  To 
me  it  has  alwavs  appeared  as  much  a  political 
fiction  as  the  l^al  proceedings  in  the  name  of 
John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe,  in  the  oasa  of  eject- 
menu.  That  fiction  has  no  likeness  or  parallel 
bat  in  this oaae.  What,Ur.J.atked,iBaehnowI- 
edged  to  be  the  fahsia  of  allej-ianoe  or  duty  to  our 
country  1  Protection.  This  is  the  basis;  aad 
yet  it  u  laetended  by  the  advoeates  of  perpemal 
allegiance,  that,  while,  beyond  the  jurisdictiail 
of  that  country  to  which  they  pretend  we  owe 
this  aUeglaaee,  althongh  perioanendy  settled 
down  and  naturalised  in  any  other  country, 
the  individual  who  Is  out  of  the  protection  ot 
his  native  country  still  coniiaues  to  owe  that 
allegiance  which  would  make  it  treason  to  bi 
found  in  the  ranks  of  his  adopted  coantry,  defend- 
ing its  rights  and  libenics.  Upon  this  prineipLt, 
in  the  late  war,  Irishmei,  ana  others,  who  had 
abandoned  their  native  oouotry,  and  who  had 
taken  iqi  a  permanent  residence  with  ua  here, 
were  treated  afl  rebels  and  Uaitore,  and  sent  to 
England  as  such,  until  it  was  determined  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  retaliate  upon 
British  officers  and  soldiers  who  had  been  tana 
as  ptisOBere  of  war.  And,  although  it  is  very 
eonvenieat  for  kingly  Qorernmcnts  to  contend 
for  the  perpetual  airegianoe  of  their  subjects,  the 
uniform  practice  of  all  nations  proves  the  fal- 
lacy and  incorrectness  of  the  theory.  There  is 
not  a  nation  in  Eorope  whioh  does  not  permit 
the  citizens  and  subiceU  of  other  Powers  to  be^ 
eome  attlEens  or  subJKls  of  their  respective  do> 
minions.  This  general  practice  proves  the  ew- 
reolnesa  of  the  principle  that  ibe  right  of  etnii> 
gratioB  is  immutable  and  inalienable.  Shall  we 
sanction  a  doctrtM  that  would  deprive  the  sabr 
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jeeti  of  *  dnpotic  Qofernineiii  of  ihe  right  and 
tbe  power  of  kcUb;  ■  cooDiry  more  hippy  and 
free?  W fan t  are  the  lies  (ha I  sfaould  bind  nr" 
Dor  naiire  coantry?  FroleetioD  and  fieedi 
libcTly  of  coDseieace,  liberty  of  speech  aodof  the 
pre^a,  lighis  of  pertoos  and  right  of  properly. 
Wheo  these  blessings  shall  not  be  secured  to,  aad 
enjoyed  by,  Ibe  ciiizeo,  bis  obligaiions  cease ;  his 
Qoremment  is  do  longer  woria  his  regard  and 
support;  and  he  may  and  should  seek  an  asylum 
in  some  more  faTwed  spot,  and  IItb  Id  tbee  - 
try  of  bis  adoption.  Indeed,  under  all  cm 
stancH,  I  coDtepd  that  the  right  of  eipairlation 
ia  as  sacred  a  risIX)  as  inalieoaUe,  as  the  rights 
of  persons  and  ol  property,  the  liberty  of  speech 
BJia  religioD.  None  of  these  can  be  limited  or 
eoDtrolIed,  without  Tiolatiug  the  fuodamealal 
principles  of  freedom.  Id  a  QoTernmeni  of  laws, 
and  wa«e  the  political  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try are  congenial  with  principles  of  liberty,  the 
duties  ofa  citizen,  the  lore  of  coaniry^oral  and 
Teligious  obligations,  the  ties  of  affinity  and 
consanguinity,  together  with  a  thousand  other 
considerations,  are  a  sufficient  and  the  only  aure 
guarantee  to  the  existence  of  free  Oovernments; 
and  we  cannot  deny  the  right  of  emigration  to 
our  own  citizens,  without  denying  it  to  Irishmen, 
English  men,  and  to  all  other  nations  on  the  globe. 
The  doors  of  this  great  city  of  refuge,  the  United 
Slates,  would  have  to  be  closed  against  tbc  op- 
pressed and  penecDled.  And,  if  the  light  of  ex- 
patriation was  dented,  what  would  become  of  the 
olaose  in  tbe  Federal  Constitution  which  dele- 
gates to  Congress  the  power  to  establish  a  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization  7  Here,  again,  we 
find  the  priociple  of  ezpatriftlion,  the  power  to 
naturalize  foreigners,  and  to  make  them  a  part 
of  the  great  American  family  by  mdoptioa  ;  and, 
nben  settled  down  among  us,  ihey  are  as  macn 
bound  by  honor,  duty,  and  law^  to  defend  and 
sapport  the  United  States^  as  native  citizens,  noi- 
viibsianding  the  British  doctrine  to  the  conirtry, 
which  inculcates  the  idea  that  the  King  of  Eng- 
land has  a  right  to  the  support  of  his  native-born 
subjects  at  aQ  times,  and  in  all  places,  upon  the 
pretence  that  all  such  naturalized  subjects  have 
a  right  to  the  King's  protection,  wherever  located. 
What  nrotectioo  can  Engtand  exiend  lo  her  na- 
tive fiuojects  when  settleaand  naturalized  in  tbe 
United  Slates,  or  in  any  otber  country  T  If  the 
British  Oovernmenl  had  the  disposition,  what 
Iffotection  can  be  given  by  a  sovereign  of  a  for- 
eign Qovernment  to  the  natnntliied  citizen  of 
tbe  United  States? 

But  it  was  idle  to  talk  of  this  protection,  if  it 
were  practicable,  when  the  subject  has  almii- 
doned  his  native  Slate,  and  become  a  fugitive 
froin  every  kind  of  oppression  and  persecution 
which  degrade  the  character  of  mankiDd;  yet  this 
imigiuary  protection,  which  denies  to  him  the 
li^bt  of  locomotion,  of  seeking  happiness  in  any 
clime,  and  becoming  a  resident  and  citizen  of 
any  other  country,  is  called  the  binbrigbt  of 
-Bngllshmen.  Protection,  said  Mr.  J.,  is  tbe  basis 
of  political  obligation,  and,  while  the  citizens  of 
'  t  country,  we  are  bmiud  to  defend  the  soil  and 


support  the  Qovernment  Bat  aUqgiaBct  way 
bedesltoyed  by  acts  of  oppression  oa  ifae  put  of 
the  QovernmeDt,  and  tbe  right  to  prateetioa  trnf 
be  forfeited  by  the  citizen,  by  the  perpeuatioa  M 
crimes  which  doom  him  to  exile  or  wfrisoo- 
tneot  for  life.  What  is  the  uDirersal  ntuiea 
of  nations?  Examine  the  history  of  Govctk- 
ments.  Nations  hare  withdrawn  that  protcctiw 
which  is  the  basis  of  allegiance,  by  UAaahnti 
whole  provinces  of  people  to  other  sorcreigai 
It  was  changed  br  the  expulsion  of  the  Hess 
from  Spain  i  by  ibe  volanlary  exile  of  the  Ha- 
guenotsfrom  France ;  by  a  rerocaiton  of  theafet 
of  NanU;  by  onUawry,  by  banishment,  by  pi- 
peiual  impiisonment.  Individuals  famve  eqnal 
rights,Bndthey  have,  in  all  a^es^  exercised  (hem; 
as  commnnities  they  have  exercised  them.  Ia 
the  American  Revolution  ;  in  Ibe  FreDch  Revo- 
lution ;  in  the  present  struggle  in  Spanisb  Ame- 
rica, the  right  of  throwing  off  allegiance  iias 
been  exercised.  As  to  individuals,  every  ressel 
from  Europe  gives  us  evidence  of  the  exercise  of 
this  right,  and  tbe  {Wineiple  of  seU-preaerTaLt\an 
"        '■      ofQn       "  - 


plenty?  When  the  Qovernment  to  which  he 
owes  obligations  shall  &il  in  its  protection  to  its 
members  shall  the  unfortunate  snflerer  be  d^ 
prived  of  the  privilege  of  seeking  proteetioa  ebe- 
where  ?  If  denied  the  right  of  wordiipping  God 
according  to  his  own  faith,  shall  he  not  seek  a 
land  where  he  can  sit  down  under  hi*  vine  aod 


reel  to  legislate  upon  this  l ^,^ 

who  acknowledge  the  right  of  expattii 
fullest  extent  But  the  judicial  lUeinoni  ol  \hia 
countrv  against  this  light  make  it  not  only  expe- 
dient, but  indispensable,  to  point  oat  a  mode  by 
which  an  individual  may  declare  his  inlentioa  lo 
abaiidon  his  permanent  residence  and  cltizeiuhip. 
If  ybu  do  not  this,  yoa  jeopardize  this  vital  prin- 
ciple. In  one  case  you  place  yooraelf  In  ibt 
pa>wet  of  the  court,  for  here  the  rigbl  of  expatri- 
ation can  alone  be  tried  judicially;  and  in  ike 
other  case  you  place  yoorself  in  the  power  of  in- 
dividuals, who  go  beyond  sea^  and  who  assamc 
tK  renounce  the  rights  of  citizenship,  as  it  ma/ 
suit  them  besL  If  yon  arraign  him  for  a  viola- 
tjon  of  your  neutrality,  or  of  the  laws  of  the 
country,  he  denies  his  citizeuship,  and  cltinis  the 
right  of  expatriation.  If  be  is  oppressed  by  for- 
eign nations,  he  may  elaim  tediese  as  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  and  may  hate  renounaed  his  citizen- 
ship. If  a  citizen  violates  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try,  let  him  be  punished ;  if  he  is  oppressed,  and 
his  rights  disregarded,  by  a  foreign  Qovernment, 
let  him  be  protected.  In  all  these  eases  what  do 
we  propose?  To  point  out  a  simple  mode  by 
which  record  evidence  may  be  produced  of  tbe 
exercise  of  tbe  right  of  expatriation.  Tbe  indi- 
vidual muse  go  into  court  and  record  his  inten- 
to  renounce  his  citizenship. 
is  as  necessary  that  you  ihonld  estaUish 
a  uniform  rule  of  expatriatioo,  and  secvn  tbe 
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right,  at  to  eilabliib  k  anifbrm  rale  of  nstttrali- 
z&tioD,  by  wbich  ■  foieigoK  may  beeome  a  ciii- 
zen  by  adoption.  In  oar  inlenioarae  wilb  for- 
eigrn  nations,  it  u  nMessary  for  tb«  secDtity  of 
the  Government,  and  indispensable  to  the  seeu- 
lity  of  indifidaale.  As  well  misbt  it  be  con- 
tended that,  becasse  the  right  ofpTopetly  is  a 
sacred  right,  we  caHDot  aecDre  it  bv  pointing  oni 
the  evidence  of  propetty.  If  we  nad  no  rule  of 
eTtdenee  on  this  sabject,  the  property  of  individ' 
iis]a  wonld  depend  upon  the  alietetion  of  the 
judiciary;  a  discretion  in  wbich  1  have  conG- 
dence,  bat  to  whicb  I  never  will  trust  the  rights 
of  &ny  man  when  the  legislatira  department 
caa  furnish  the  remedy  against  an  abuse  of 
it.  If  the  citizen  hn«  ike  right  of  iocomolion 
and  of  expalriaiiott,  who  shall  Drescribe  the 
rale  to  regoiate  the  exercise  of  it  1  Whenever 
thia  right  u  brongbt  into  controversy  tome  role 
of  evideDee  musl  m  prescrilted.  This  mle  must 
be  prescribed  by  the  courts,  by  the  individual,  or 
by  the  laws.  1  prefer  the  establishment  of  the 
Ttile  by  law,  and  let  the  courts  and  todiridnals 
eon  form  lo  it 

With  this  view  of  the  case,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  tefl 
the  anhjeet  to  the  decision  of  the  HoQse. 

Mr.  PiHDaLL  commenced  his  speech  by  some 
remarks  as  to  ibe  eharacier  and  object  of  tbe  bill. 
He  bad  once  improperly  understood  its  honorable 
'  friends  as  viewing  it  merely  in  the  light  of  a  reg- 
ulation affording  a  record  to  those  who  mi^t  be 
interested  in  proving  snch  an  expatriation  as 
might  be  made  without  the  aid  of  any  new  law; 
bni  it  was  now  evident  that  its  friend*  introduced 
it  in  order  (o  effect  an  impoTUnt  change  of  rights, 
-with  regard  to  their  existence  or  non-cxlsieoce 
ander  oar  present  inuiintfons,  else  why  complain 
of  the  decisions  of  tbe  coatis,  and  imogintC  as 
the  gentleman  from  Loaisiana  has  don^  that  the 
•  atrtls  thus  complained  of  are  not  to  exist  after 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  or  that  Jonathan  WU- 
liama,  who  was  convicted  in  Conneelieul  nnder 
flzisiin|>  laws,  would  have  been  acquitted  by  the 
operaltiDa  of  this  faillT  It  is,  then,  proposed  to 
•ever  theiie  of  allegiance.  Mr.  P.  said  it  was  a 
mle  as  welt  of  the  moiml  law  of  nature  as  of  the 
laws  of  society,  (and  therefore  might  be  consid- 
ered as  a  maxim,)  that  ao  ohligntion  could  only 
be  rdeased  by  the  consent  of  the  person  who 
bdd  the  right  to  which  it  corresponded;  alle- 
giance imports  an  obligation  on  tne  citizen  or 
■abject,  the  correlative  right  to  which  resides  in 
the  sovereign  power;  allegiance  in  this  eountrv 
is  not  due  to  Congress,  but  to  the  people,  with 
whom  the  sovereign  power  is  found  :  it  Is,  there- 
fore, by  the  people  only  that  any  alteratioo  can 
be  made  of  the  existing  institutions  with  respect 
to  allegiance.  I  admit  that  the  people  might 
have  conferred  this  power  on  Congress,  by  the 
CoDStitutioD,  but  join  the  honorable  member 
from  Centiicky  fhtr.  AitnsiiaoN)  in  challenging 
the  prodnelion  ot  the  claim  that  gives  the  power 
ot  anthorizes  its  inference.  The  power  to  eslab- 
lidi  a  uniform  rule  of  nattiraliiaiion  cannot  be 
made  to  comprehend  the  power  to  change  (he 
law  of  expairution.    Nitnralizatioa,  which  con- 


fers the  rights  and  obligations  of  citizenship,  is 
the  contrary  of  expatriation,  whicb  divests  those 
rights  and  obligations.  A  process  of  reasoning 
to  show  that  Congress  possessed  only  the  right 
to  naturalize,  would  authorize  the  affirmation 
that  it  did  not  possess  the  right  to  expatriate,  in 
like  manner  as  any  other  proposition  may  be 
negatived  by  an  argument,  the  conclusion  of 
which  arrives  at  its  contrary.  Allegiance  is  fitted 
to  sovereignty,  and,  whenever  we  discover  sover- 
eignty, we  affirm  that  a  correspondent  allesiaace 
must  exist  somewhere.  The  States  of  this  Union 
sovereign,  and  a  celebrated  writer  of  thia 


two- fold  political  capacity  first,  with  respect  to 
the  Slate;  secondly,  with  respect  to  the  United 
Slates.  I  beg  leave  to  ask  whether  this  bill  ia 
only  to  release  the  expatriated  man  from  his  alle- 

f;iance  to  the  General  Government,  or  lYom  hlsal- 
egiancc  to  this  Oovernmeot,  and  to  the  State  gov- 
ernment also?  To  an  answer  that  he  stands  re- 
leased from  both  alliances,  I  reply  that  out 
power  certainly  fails,  for  the  allegiance  to  the 
State  responds  to  the  State  sovereignty,  over 
which  it  18  evident  we  have  no  control.  But  if 
it  be  answered  that  he  is  only  to  stand  released 
from  the  allq[iance  due  tbe  United  Slates,  and 
may  remain  a  citizen  of  the  State,  I  would  pro- 
dace  the  second  section,  first  article  of  the  Con< 
stitution,  by  which  it  is  provided  that  the  citi- 
zens of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immnniiiei  of  cilizeDs  in  the  sev- 
eral States.  This  elanse  wonld  certainly  then 
destroy  every  effect  the  frienda  of  the  bill  are  in 
qoest  of. 

Had  th< 

this  bill,  there  are  do  considerationa  of' policy  ol 
expediency  to  recommend  iL  It  would  afford  a 
shelter  for  the  traitor  and  pirate,  who  might  re- 
sort to  its  provisions  as  a  preface  to  a  warfare 
againat  their  own  country,  or  to  enaUe  ibem  to 
sbno  the  consequences  of  oar  treaty  with  Spain, 
which  treated  such  of  our  citizens  as  should  ac- 
cept commissions  to  cruise  against  onr  allies  as 
pirates;  and,  although  the  gentleman  from  Lon- 
isiana,  on  moving  the  resoliAioo  which  gave  birth 
lo  this  bill,  condemned  that  article  of  the  Spanish 
treaty  as  a  novelty,  it  seems  that  similar  article* 
hare  been  inserted  in  onr  treaties  wilh  several 
other  of  (he  European  Powers.  The  bill,  by  re- 
leaaing  our  citizens  from  the  obligation  of  trea- 
ties, would  justly  subject  this  country  to  an  im- 
putation of  ill  faith.  A  treaty  imposes  obliga- 
tions not  only  upon  the  Government,  but  on  all 
the  eilizeni  of  toe  United  States.  This  Govern- 
ment, nndeTtakiog  to  release  its  own  cilizena 
from  the  obligation  of  treaties,  by  pronouncing 
them  citizens  or  aliens,  (at  its  own  pleasure,) 
wonld  adopt  tbe  policy  of  the  dishonest  man, 
who,  having  bouad  himself  in  a  bond  by  his  true 
name,  songlit  to  exempt  himself  from  its  poy- 
ment  by  changing  his  name.  Indeed  theattempt 
bears  too  strong  a  resemblance  to  the  insunces  of 
fraud  against  treaties  that  are  ao  frequently  quo- 
led  by  way  of  illastraiion  by  writers  on  natinnal 
law. 
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The  KMtleDun  who  introdDees  thia  bill  u  gui- 
ded by  ihe  pQTsat  motiTct ;  bat  1  mual  be  jnt- 
doned  for  BSfin^  that  no  one  will  ever  anil  him- 
self of  iu  proruioBs  wiiboat  moiires  of  idleaess 
or  crimiaalilf.  What  good  motire  or  commen- 
dable viewv  can  kcioate  any  one  wbo  will  i«ort 
to  it!  paiTiev)  Mf  Inqmrf  is  not  whether  an 
ionoceitt  motive  will  generally  prarail  in  auch 
inaance^  bat  irtiether  a  good  motive  can  poni- 
blr  hare  place  in  any  aoch  iniiance  7  Ii  any 
Other  OMiDiry  can  be  pointed  out,  by  the  itutilo- 
tioDi  of  whieh  naturaliiation  is  only  permitted 
in  behalf  of  thoM  who  shall  hare  exfMtiiated 
themielves  from  the  GoTernmeot  of  their  nativ- 
ity, it  would  be  manifNt  that  our  citizen*,  who 
Bought  a  residence  in  that  couniry,  might  Sod  an 
excose  for  resorting  to  the  aid  of  this  bill,  but  1 
have  never  beard  of  that  country. 

It  is  not  DOW  neeeanrjr  to  discnw  the  correct 
ncu  or  eiron  of  the  common  law  doctrine  of  al- 
le^ance,  which  seem*  to  hare  so  little  aaihorily 
with  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana ;  and  I  am 
willing,  during  this  diteusiion,  to  admit  (if  gen- 
tlemen imagine  themaalvea  aided  by  that  admu- 
■i«o)  that  the  right  of  expatriation  exists.  This 
ooncciaion  is  made  on  the  presumption  that  the 
friends  of  the  bill  comprehend  under  the  term 
aiiegianc*  nn  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  citi- 
zen to  obey  all  the  laws  or  the  commands  of.the 
sapieme  powarj  and  that  the?  wish  to  iBcnIeaM 
as  trae,  ttutt  a  eitizen,  having  become  natnralized 
in  aiDotber  country  in  which  he  takes  bis  resi- 
dence, has  exempted  himaelf  from  the  munioipal 
power  and  legislative  authority  of  his  native 
countrr-  But,  although  he  thereby  becomes  ex- 
en^tted  from  all  obligation  to  obey  the  municipal 
laws  of  his  native  counuy,  I  wonld  not  admit 
(even  for  argumeni's  sake)  that  his  native  sover- 
eign is  under  any  obligation  to  treat  hilB  only  as 
a  common  enemy  if  found  in  arau  against  the 
countiy  of  bis  nativity.  I  do  not  derive  the  right 
of  his  native  sovereign  to  treat  him  with  gtestei 
severity  than  as  a  common  anemy,  from  llw 
terms  used  in  out  common-plaee  aeGeitioa  of 
what  is  called  the  social  compact ;  nor  do  I  de- 
duce this  right  fnHn  the  notion  ot  his  country 
having  conferred  a  bmefit  whieh  he  can  never 
repay  in  having  protected  him  in  the  helpteas 
period  of  infancr,  whilst  unable  to  protect  bim- 
aelt  But  the  relations  of  society  create  between 
its  respeatLTe  members,  and  with  its  sovereign,  a 
oonfideaee  in  whieh  alien*  do  not  habitually  par- 
ticipate, and,  although  a  member  finally  quit*  the 
society,  he  rHuains  bound  by  ties  of  gntitude, 
not  to  use  the  mean^  talents,  and  iotermation 
acquired  through  the  mvor  and  proteotlon  of  his 
native  country,  for  its  injury  ana  deatraotion ;  if 
he  does,  he  palpably  violates  the  duty  of  natitude 
growing  out  of  the  fbriBer  cunSdenoe  of  his  sov- 
^eigo;  it  is  ibis  in^odieni  which  distinguishes 
treason  froip  other  crimes,  and  distiognuhes  his 
aot  of  hoatility  Irom  the  anautt  of  a  common 
alien  enemy.  Although  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  that  I  will  not  set  up  the  doeiriae 
of  perpetual  allegiaace,  or  that  of  ih«  English 
common  law,  I  cannot  concur  with  him  io  the 


opinion  that  the  emigntion  oi  tmr  SiA^mmtts 
from  Paradise,  or  the  Israelite*  bum;  iigyiL.  or 
the  practices  of  ancient  Greece  or  Rene,  eaa af- 
ford us  any  light  on  ibe  question  of  exfoiriaxioa 
The  removal  of  our  first  pareitta  fran^iiatfise 
was  not  only  with  the  consent  of  the  onli)  wro'- 
eign  that  presided  over-  their  destiBT,  dbi  wu 
contrary  to  their  own  consent;  beaidea,  tid*  ds- 
tion  of  ezpatn'atioB  supposes  a  ehuig*  from  tie 
jurisdiction  of  one  sovereign  to  that  of  anoths 
and  I  know  Ibe  gentleman  cannot  meu  to  eea 
tend  that  Adam  and  Eve  on  temoruig  to  ik 
earth  became  absolved  from  the  power  of  tke>[ 
Creator.  Aaun,  the  removal  of  the  children  of 
Israel  from  G^jpt  was  witii  the  coaseat  of  tb 
Govemmeot  ot  tbai  cennlryi  indeed,  tfaatca» 
sent  to  iheit  eipalriation  was  deetaed  of  sod 
importance  as  to  aaihotizs  for  its  atuiamenc  ibt 
expense  of  all  the  wonders  and  oalantitios  ivhici 
were  exhibited  and  infiicled  during  tiia  corre; 
pondenee  between  Moses  and  Pharaoh.  Will 
regard  to  the  practice  of  Athens  and  Eloiae,  ^v 
have  the  authority  of  Plato  and  Cicuo  \a  9*j 
that  laws  existed  in  those  countries  which  pet- 
milted  the  enigiation  of  the  inhahitutts,  wbkt 
laws  of  course  proceeded  from  the  consent  of  tk 
sovereign  authorities.  The  Caastiution  of  iki 
United  States  (so  often  quoted  on  such  oocs- 
sions)  afibrds  but  little  light  on  such  queationt- 
A  man  might  by  possibility  be  naturalized  or  re- 
ceive all  the  social  rights  of  a  nuivecitiz^,  al- 
though relations  continued  to  subsist  betwecs 
him  and  his  forufer  sorereip ;  for,  tliboogh  an 
act  of  Congress  speaks  of  an  oath  of  thjuntiott, 
there  is  no  syllable  or  hint  of  such  an  oath  to  be 
found  in  the  Constitution.  U  the  assamption  of 
the  possibility  of  retainiogo  priot  aUtataoce  after 
naturalization  had  been  made,  it  woud  no  donbt 
have  met  ibe  usual  objection,  dtawn  from  the 
inconsistency  of  two  allegiances  in  foroe  at  obcc, 
by  imposing  on  a  man  sometimes  the  aeceaiity 
of  fighting  for  and  a^iast  a  country.  This  ^ 
jection  mtf  ht  be  obviated,  indeed  its  shape  is  ia- 
propet,  as  tt  travels  from  particulars  to  seneisk 
m  striving  to  arrive  at  a  genemi  prinfiple  byU 
infefenoe Tram  a  partieulsr  eoacorreivee  of  a- 


mas  l^iimaie argomant,  I  would  ofposs 
it  by  another  argument  equally  lagitimni^  and 
of  the  same  cbATBctw.  Thus,  expatriation  is 
unlawful  if  it  imposes  an  unlawful  act ;  it  is  oa- 
lawful  that  any  man  ^uld  kill  hu  fother  \  but 
an  cxpauiated  man,  plaaed  in  the  military  ser 
vice  of  bis  adopted  country,  iqay  be  forced  ts 
kill  his  bthet.  I  acknowledge  this  a^uncni 
onsoimd,  because  it  partakes  or  the  nature  of  die 
objection  a^Bst  whioh  it  is  urged. 

Others  might  combat  the  ottjection  by  observ- 
ing, that  the  eniangliog  obligations  of  allegiance 
are  produced  by  the  acts  ofthe  individoaT,  who 
might  therefore  abide  in  the  difficulty;  m  thif, 
however,  I  would  not  resort,  for  it  is  the  weapon 
of  the  professors  of  the  English  common  lav, 
whose  authority  is  not  respected  by  the  gcnile- 
mas  from  Louisiana.    I  would,  however,  ask, 
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wbetlier  Ui  expatrltted  man  coald  b«  guilty  of  a 
CTime  by  bostilitlea,  yrhtn /breed  bj  hts  adopled 
to  figbt  bis  nalire  country  1  as  an  act,  to  be  crim- 
IdbI,  miiEt  be  rolDDlacy.  Or,  if  inch  bostility  be 
eriminnl,  wbetber  fait  adonieii  coDntry  can  ban 
*ny  moral  power  to  force  nim  to  tbe  battle?  It 
maj  probably  be  said  tbat  tbe  deoizeo  can  fier- 
form  all  tbe  duties  of  two  allegiancea,  dnring 

Seace,  and  ibal  either  country  may  employ  bim 
uriog  war,  iaasmDch  as  ii  is  not  nnlawfal  in 
"war  to  usurp  the  resources  of  tbe  enemy.  Id 
fine,  it  might  be  correct  to  say,  tbai  war  is  a  re- 
aort  to  force  *tid  violeoee,  and  a  suspension  of 
ti^t,  ftom  which  no  iafereace,  wilb  regard  lo 
tbe  nators  and  extent  of  legal  rights  can  be  de- 
daced,  and  tbat  a  penon  having  eootracted  two 
allegiaoces,  la  placed  by  war  and  cirenmstaDcei 
OTei  whleb  be  bis  no  control,  under  obligations 
vrbicb  are  loeompatible,  in  consequence  of  which 
ODe  or  both  of  tbe  ties  must  cease,  as  baa  been 
the  case  lomelimes  with  penal  stainiea,  where  a 
man,  by  the  concnnence  of  eTcnts,  which  were 
not  foreseen  by  tbe  law  maker*,  was  compella- 
ble, under  the  terror  of  penalties,  to  omit  and  to 
penorm  the  rery  same  act ;  bnt  here  again  we 
ar«  only  intredaeed  to  the  difficulty,  for  the  qae*> 
tion  ii,  on  wfaich  side,  if  eicber,  shall  he  Iwar 
anas  in  the  ease  proposadi  While  I  disclaim 
the  capacity  or  disposition  to  solre  ao  many  dif- 
fictiliiea,  I  deem  it  eTident  that  these  and  innu- 
merable other  qnestiook  and  i  neon  Ten  iencea  of 
ai*kward  postnie  are  the  consequences  of  forsak- 
ing the  goi>d  old  tneka  of  our  aneeators.  They 
considered  ibis  tbtitg  of  npatriatioo  as  a  preju- 
dice, as  an  eril  infiieted  for  crime,  and  did  not 
disturb  thnnselTei  br  any  solicitude  for  those 
who  Tolnnlarily  snbmiiled  to  its  condition, 
^bereas  the  tngenntty  of  later  times  seeks  to 
rank  this  thing  among  otir  rights  which  are  to 
be  regulated  and  secured  by  statutes.  The  mover 
of  this  bill  tells  as  of  the  expatriation  of  ancient 
jimea,  bnt  he  has  eridendy  glided  into  the  com- 
mon error  of  modern  and  popular  vriiert,  who 
confound  the  notion  of  exjtatnatioa  with  that  of 
emigralwn,  and,  bj  proring  the  right  to  emi- 
grate, assume  the  riffhi  of  cxfatriation. 

Tirginia  is  the  only  State  tbat  has  adopted  an 
expairiiiion  law,  but  she  did  lo  under  circum- 
stances that  do  not  exist  with  this  Oorernment. 
She  paased  the  act  immediately  after  her  inde- 
pendence waa  acknowledged.  Her  ddzens  had 
all  been  sohjects  of  the  Bntisb  Empire,  and  num- 
bers of  them  at  such  an  important  joncture 
might  have  wished  a  choice  to  remain  tbe  native 
of  either  pan  of  the  severed  Empire.  Be  the 
policy  what  it  may,  it  was  then  ao  eTidence  of 
magnanimity  on  her  part.  Tbat  law  has -proba- 
bly remained  in  ber  code,  from  some  impressions 
tbat  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
made  it  improper  in  that  Btate  to  modifv,  repeal, 
or  meddle  with  the  subject.  While  I  admit  tbat 
bat  little  barm  has  resulted  from  tbe  Virginia 
act,  I  must  remark  that  it  has  never  proiinced 
■n;lhing  desirable,  and  wontd,  in  my  estimation, 
serve  belter  as  an  eraament  to  a  museom,  than 
as  a  trgislatiire  precedent.    Bat  will  the  bill  now 


before  as  be  equally  innocent  with  tbe  Virginia 
act?  Will  it  remain  harmless  and  inefficienil 
I  have  100  much  respect  for  the  talents  of  the 
honorable  member  from  Louisiaaa,  to  believe 
that  be  iaiends  lo  pass  a  law  to  remain  a  dead 
letter.  When  that  gentleman  girds  on  bis  sword, 
be  intends  lo  do  and  will  do  some  execution,  bv  . 
baring  a  bill  that  will  take  effect,  and,  although 
I  have  the  utmost  conhdenca  in  the  rectltnde  of 
his  motives,  I  must  vote  agaliui  a  till  whi^  I 
think  will  effect  ao  good,  but  much  evil. 

Hr.  T.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
lion  of  Mebill. 

Mr.  LowNUBB  said,  be  should  at  this  time  of 
tbe  day  not  long  detain  the  Committee ;  but,  in- 
leudinK  to  vole  for  striking  out  the  fint  section 
of  the  bill,  be  was  disposed  lo  assign  some  of  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  lo  do  ao.  He  con- 
enrrtd  entirely  with  the  gmtleman  last  up,  that 
00  practical  benefits  could  be  expected  from  tbe 
bill,  and  he  agreed  witb  a  gentleman  who  apoln 
before  him,  (Mr.  AiiniBSOR,)  that,  if  the  Houu 
were  lo  pa»s  it,  they  would  transcend  their  Con- 
stitntional  powers.  On  some  subjects  he  might 
not  be  so  scrapulona,  as  in  the  present,  in  adher- 
ing literally  to  tbe  grants  of  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution; but.  in  acting  on  a  qneitina  which, 
tike  this,  involved  the  decision  as  to  who  shall 
vote  for  officers,  Ac.,  the  Honse ought  tobenora 
than  oinally  scrnjmloas  in  the  examination  of 
its  own  powers.  It  was  true,  Hr.  L.  said,  tbat 
this  bill  did  not  propose  to  give  new  rights  or  to 
trke  away  ibose  which  cxis^  hnt  wn  introduced 
with  a  view  of  carrying  into  effect  a  Conatitti* 
lional  principle,  and  to  secure  the  free  exercise  of 
a  right,  ihe  existence  of  which  is  adnrilted.  But, 
if  the  Consliioiion  had  intended  to  give  to  Con- 
gress so  delicate  a  power,  it  would  have  been 
exprenly  granted.  That  it  was  a  dcKcate  power, 
and  ought  not  to  be  loDsely  likferred,  Mr.  L.  saitl 


ner  in  which  a  citixen  may  relinqniab  hii  right 
of  citixenship,  is  equivalent  to  determining  how 
he  shall  be  divested  of  that  right.  Tbe  effect  of 
araaming  the  exercise  of  these  powers  wfll  be, 
that  by  acts  of  Congress  a  men  may  not  only  be 
released  from  all  tbe  liablltlies,  bnt  tnia  all  the 
privtl^es  of  a  citizen.  If  you  pais  thta  bfll, 
said  he,  yoa  have  only  one  «lep  further  to  go, 
and  aay  thai  tnch  and  such  acta  shall  be  oonnd- 
ered  as  presumption  of  the  intention  of  the  citi- 
»n  to  expairiai&  and  thus  take  from  him  the 
privileges  of  a  citizen.  This  view  ef  the  snb- 
ject,  Mr.  U  said,  was  very  much  strengthened  by 
ihe  eircaatsiance  referred  to  by  Mr.  PiitDjLi.L,  of 
the  proposition  of  an  amendment  to  the  Conati- 
tution  which  made  ihe  act  of  aceeptaDce  of  a 
title  from  any  foreign  Gowmment  a  forfeiture  of 
cilixensbip.  Thai  ameudment  though  not  ffnaUy 
agreed  lo,  bad  tbe  sanelion  of  two-thirdt  ef  the 
members  of  both  Houtes,  and  of  a  majority  of 
the  States;  and  this  concurrence  of  opiuian 
showed,  as  far  as  the  opinion  of  the  eommtmiiy 
could  be  eipreraed,  that  thdr  opinion  is,  that 
qnestions  affecting  the  right  of  the  citizen  were 
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qsMiioiu  to  be  rwoUted,  not  bj  tbe  Iswi  of  the 
Qennal  or  Sute  QorernmeiKi,  but  bv  CoDgiilQ- 
tioaul  pioTbions.  If  ihera  was  anyioiog  essen- 
lul  CO  OUT  notion  of  a  CoDsiitutioD,  Mr.  L.  mid, 
it  was  ibis:  that  wbil«  the  employment  of  the 
physical  force  of  ibe  country  is  in  the  hand*  of 
the  Legiitaiure,  ifao«e  rules  which  determine 
what  consiitutea  the  righlR  of  the  citizen,  shall  be 
K  matter  of  Constitutional  provision. 

Id  regard  ■□  the  tight  of  expatriaiioo,  it  was 
suffieieDiI]'  recognised  bj  Cortgreas.  After  pus- 
tog  Jawi  of  uaturaliiatioD,  there  could  remain 
DO  doabt  of  the  aekDOwIedRneDt  of  Coagresi  of 
■Jie  principle  for  which  tbe  friends  of  the  bill 
contended ;  neither  could  there  be  a  doubt  of  the 

SAcral  opinion  of  the  coontry  in  faTor  of  it. 
ut  it  did  not  follow,  that  it  was  iieoesuti|r,  in 
order  to  ezplain  this  abstract  principle,  ihatCon- 
grcs*  should  go  on  and  declare  the  circumstaocea 
noder  which  and  tbe  manner  bv  which  the  citi- 
zen may  direst  himielf  of  bis  allegianee.  There 
are  ioaumerablo  cases  of  rights,  wnich  we  do  not 
deny,  but  skoold  never  dream  of  tecoring  by  any 
act  of  legislation.  We  admit  the  rtgbt  of  rebel- 
lion agaiDil  tyrannical  government,  and  found 
our  revolniion  and  independence  on  the  right  of 
levolL  Yet,  Mr.  L.  said,  no  one  ever  thought  of 
passing  a  law  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  iL  lo 
the  same  maoDer  we  admit  the  right  of  expatri- 
ation, but  think  no  legislation  neoesmry  to  secure 
it,  even  bad  the  GoDstitntion  conferred  on  us  the 
power  to  pass  laws  upon  the  subject. 

Though  he  should  still  have  voted  against  tbe 
bill,  yet  be  should  not  have  risen  to  oppose  it  at 
a  moment  when  tbe  Hoose  was  fatigoea  and  im- 
patient for  the  question,  if  he  bad  not  thought 
tbe  bill  more  thsn  merely  harmless,  or  unneces- 
Hry,  or  inconvenient.  He  could  see  no  instance, 
be  said,  in  which,  as  it  appeared  to  bim,  sncb  ao 
act  would  be  employed  advantageously  to  the 
individnal,  and  for  the  benefit  of  (be  country ;  but 
he  did  see  instances  in  which  it  might  be  em- 
ployed to  [be  prejudice  of  both.  He  thought 
ttiai,  in  case  of  conflicts  between  us  and  foreign 
Powers,  rcipeetipg  seamen,  for  instance,  tbe  ex- 
istence of  such  a  provision  on  out  statute  book 
would  ptodoce  considerable  embatraiMnenL  He 
soppoeed  screral  cases,  by  way  of  illustration,  that 
01  seamen  particularly,  in  which  difficulty  would 
be  produced  by  such  a  law,  and  which  was  of  it- 


lar^I 


In  concluding  his  remarks,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
tboogbt  the  sentleman  from  Louisiana  had  mis- 
understood tbe  clause  of  tbe  Treaty  with  Spain, 
lo  which  be  bad  alluded.  Mr.  L.  was  not,  he 
said,  about  to  defend  that  clause;  bnt  similar 
siipuUtioos  were  contained  in  almost  half  the 
treaties  of  tbe  present  century — ihuugb  he  fully 
concorred  with  tbe  geotlemen  in  the  opinion, 
that  this  frequency  did  not  justify  chem.  Did 
that  clause,  according  lo  tbe  constrnclion  which 
in  practice  it  bad  received,  mean  more  thKolhis: 
That  those  who  serve  in  tbe  naval  or  military 
force  of  anoiber  Power  than  that  of  which  they 
are  oitizeos,  should  not  be  protected  bv  tbe  nation 
towbidi  they  belong]    Mr.  L.  asked  gentlemi 


n  a  different  prioctpU  from  Q 
II  »a  iimerican  citizen,  for  exarat^e,  eojgagsl  I 
in  the  service  of  the  colonies  of  Spain,  fall  lau 
the  bands  of  Spain,  he  is  liable  to  any  fnnish- 
meiit  in  the  power  of  Spain  lo  impose.  U,  on  { 
tbe  other  hand,  an  American  citizen  ia  the  hk^  i 
or  navy  of  Spain  be  taken  by  the  farces  of  ibt  j 
colonies,  he,  loo,  has  no  claim  to  protection  fnn  I 
tbe  American  Oovernmeni.  It  was  Irae,  then  I 
was  no  treaty  with  tiie  colonies  authoriziog  avk  \ 
a  procedure  by  express  stipulation.  Bat,  aaidXt. 
L.,  is  there  a  man  in  this  House,  or  of  the  prcMat 
age  in  the  world,  who  supposes  that,  for  the  mat 
of  such  a  treaty,  the  colonial  authorities  wouli 
be  compelled  to  respect,  as  an  Americaa  citizen. 
bim  who  took  np  arms  against  them  ■■  a  Span- 1 
iard7  The  fact  wis,  he  said,  that  tbe  cluist 
which  had  been  referred  to  was  a  mere  sampls, 
of  the  verbiage  to  be  found  in  all  the  old  treaties ; 
and  admitted,  more  recently,  not  because  therv 
were  any  peculiar  reasons  for  inserting  it,  but  be-i 
cause  there  were  no  pariieulat  rcasoiu  for  ex- 
cluding it, 

Mr.RoHEHTBOM,  of  Louisiana,  replied  at  Iftrge 
to  the  abjections  of  Messrs.  ANnsnaoa,  Piho&li, 
and  LowMDBa,  and  particularly  to  (he  remarks 
of  the  latter  respecting  the  elauae  in  onr  Treaty 
with  Spain.  It  might  have  been  inserted,  he  u> 
mitted,  in  the  roannet  tbe  gentleman  had  suggest- 
ed ;  but,  in  the  actual  posture  of  afiairs,  it  had  a 
bearing  of  oiyusiifishle  severity  on  the  Patriots, 
subjecting  our  citizens  to  death  (as  pirateaj  he> 
iog  taken  in  arms  against  Spain,  instead  of  sub- 
jectin^  them,  as  citizens  of  other  connirica,  to  the 
established  laws  and  usages  of  wat  among  cvttL- 
ized  nations,  jbc. 

Mr.  CiiAS  also  took  tbe  same  view  of  the  clause 
of  the  Spanish  Treaty;,  and  referred  to  the  case 
of  certain  persons  arraigned  for  piracy  at  Bosioa, 
as  illastrating  iu 

The  Gommiltce  tbea  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjonroed. 


Fbidat,  Februarys?. 

Mr.  JoanaoH,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  John  H.  Piatt,  laie  a  contractor  for  sdb- 
plying  provisions  to  the  Noithwestern  army,  ja 
the  late  war  with  Oieat  Britain,  statiim  tksi'be 
expended  large  sums  of  money  for,  and  snfCaiaed 
various  losses  in,  the  public  service,  for  which  be 
cannot  obtain  remuneration  without  tbe  interpo- 
sition of  Congress,  and  ptav'ng  that  an  act  may 
be  pasMd  for  bis  relief. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afikirs, 

Mr,  Nblsok^  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
an  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  to  esublish  a 
separate  territorial  government  for  the  easterit 
part  of  tbe  Mississippi  Territory,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
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cfaey  haTe  paved  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
proTide  for  ccruio  tumriDs  officers  and  Mldien 
of  the  BcTelalionarf  armf,"  with  ameDdmeob; 
in  w^hich  bill  and  ataendmenta  they  aak  (he  eon- 
carreoce  of  the  Hoase. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
incremw  the  nIarieB  of  the  jndgei  of  the  eirenit 
court  of  the  District  of  Cfolambia,"  wai  read 
twice  and  referred  to  the  Commiltee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senale,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  district 
of  Marietta,  and  for  the  location  of  claims  and 
'   sale  of  certain  laodsin  the  district  of  VinccDOei," 
was  read  the  third  titae  and  passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  certaia 
surrivinf  officers  and  soldieis  of  the  Rerolaiion- 
arr  army,"  were  read  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  so  much  of  the  President's 
Meauge  as  relates  to  said  officers  and  soldiers. 
IRIfiH  EUIGBANTS'  PETITION. 
The  House  baring,  on  motion  of  Mi.  Tatloh, 
of  New  York,  proceeded  to  the  consideraiion  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ad- 
rerse  to  the  petition  of  the  New  York  Irish  Emi- 
grant  Soeieiy,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  parchase 
a  body  of  public  land  in  Illioois  Teniiory,  on  an 
extended  credit,  on  condition  of  acioal  settle- 
ment, aod  paying  interest  on  the  parcbase  money: 
Mr.  Tatlob  mored  to  amend  the  report  by 
Bttiking  out  (he  word  "no*,"  so  as  to  reverse  ■"■- 
report. 

Od  this  motion  there  arose  a  debate,  which 
continned  for  font  hours,  in  whicb  Messrs.  Tay- 
lor, JoBNBOK,  of  Kentucky,  B*Ln«iii.  Forbttb, 
DaasA,  CouaTOCK,  LivBBHonE,  TALLHAiMas, 
and  Sfemcbb  supported  the  petition,  and  Messrs, 
ROBBRTHO)^  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Smith,  Pom- 
I  DBZTBB,  WiLLiAHe,  of  North  Catolioa,  Cobb, 
and  Mbbobb,  oppoa^  tL 

Tbe  qaestion  on  tbia  motion  was  finally  taken, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  after  a  full  disenssion,  and  de- 
cided :  For  the  ameDdment  71,  against  it  8^  as 
I    follows : 

'  Yba*— MaMTS.  Adanw,  Anderaon  ef  PeannlvaniB, 
Baidwin,  Bellinser,  Beinatt,  Bodni,  Bntkr,  C^agatt, 
CotMiook,  Crafls,  Crawford,  Cniger,  Caahman,  Dar- 
UngtOD,  Deaha,  Draka,  Ellicott,Errin  of  Booth  Caro- 
lina, Flayd,  Folfer,  Fwntb,  Foliar,  Gafs,  Hale,  Harri- 
son, Hasbnxick,  Hendricks,  Herkiner,  Hetrick,  Hei*- 
ter,  HoIbm  of  Mssasehnsstts,  Hnbbard,  Hnater,  John- 
son of  Kanlncky,  Kinsqr,  Kirtkiid,  lawyer,  Little, 
Livennore,  Manili,  Moore,  Mnrray,  H.  Nelson,  New- 
ton, OKte,  Palmar,  PsitoU,  Pattenon,  Fster,  Potter, 
Reed,  Rbas,  Bicfa,  Udtards,  Sawyer,  SmbssdI,  Bilibee, 
Bpeneer,  Stnart  orHaiyland.TaUmadse,  Tarr,  Tsjlor, 
Tomidliiia,  TownssBd,  Dpbam,  Walker  of  Eentockv, 
Wallsee,  Wendover,  Wbrtaside,  WilUsniB  of  N.  York, 
and  Wilkin. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbott,  Allan  of  Msssaehoaatta,  Al- 
hn  of  VOTnont,  Andemn of  Kentnckj,  Austin,  Ball, 
Bubonr  of  Virginia,  Baibei  of  Ohio,  Baoett,  Bsyln, 
BeadMT,  Blount,  Boas,  Bryan,  Barwell,  OampMI, 


Claiborne,  Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  Eaile,  Edwards,  For- 
nay,  Gsraett,  Hall  of  DoUwsre,  Hall  of  North  Oai«- 
lina,  Hitchcock,  Hogg,  Holnee  of  Connectient,  Hunt- 
ington, Irring  of  New  Yoi^  Jduwon  of  Tirgtuia, 
JoDe*,  Lowndes,  McLane,  HcCoj,  Mirr,  Mason  of 
Hssiacbnsatts,  Mason  of  Rhode  bland,  Msrcar,  Md- 
dleton.  Mills,  Morton,  Mosclay,  Mnnford,Jer.  Nelson, 
T.  M.  Nelson,  NesluU,  New,  Orr,  Owsn,  Pindall,  Pit- 
kin, Pleasants,  Foinileiter,  Qnarles,  Rice,  Ringgold, 
Robaitson  of  I£j.,  Robertson  of  Lonistsos,  Ssmpson, 
SaTBge,  Scnddet,  Settle,  Berber^  Shaw,  Sherwood, 
aimkins,  Sloonmb,  Bal.  Bmitb,  Alei.  Smyth,  J.  S. 
Smith,  Stewart  of  North  Csrolina,  Terhit,  Terry, 
Trimtds,  Tocker  of  Virginis,  Tucker  of  B.  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Whitman.  Williams  of  ConngcticDt,  WUliams 
of  NoMh  Carriina,  and  Wilson  of  Maasadtnaetts. 

lo  the  amendment  was  negatived ;  and  the 
Honse  resolved,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  inex- 
pedient, and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Satobdat,  Febrnary  S8. 

Mr.  LowHnns,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meana,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Tho- 
mas Hall  Jerrey;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committeee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sbbuba  NT  Mibnitied  a  Joint  resolution,  ati< 
tboriziogihe  Presideatof  the  Senate  and  Sfieaker 
of  the  I^uae  of  Repieaentatirea  to  close  this  aes- 
sion,  by  adjournment  of  their  respective  Houses, 
on  the  ■~—  day  of  March  next;  whicb  was  ordered 
to  tie  on  the  table.  ^ 

THE  EIPATRIATION  BILL. 

The  Hoase  being  thin,  a  molion  was  made  to 
adjourn  }  which  was  lost— ayes  41,  noes  67— 
and  the  Hoase  than  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  Expatriation  bill. 

The  question  under  consideration  being  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill, 
which  was  as  follows ; 

Be  it  aiaeled,  4«.,  That,  whensoever  any  citisan  of 
(he  United  States  idiall,  by  a  dsdaration  in  wtitiog, 
made  and  oxecnted  in  tbe  Aliict  eoait  of  the  United 
8ialas,wi(lnn  the  Stale  where  ha  randes.  In  open  eoeit, 


ontof  tbeUnil«dStBlaB,sBakpacB0Bdiall,&om  Ike 
tima  of  Us  departnfe,  be  ceasinaieJ  as  having  axei* 
cased  his  right  of  expatriation,  and  shall  theneefiwtit 


The  debate  on  the  bill,  and  on  topics  incident- 
ally introdueed  by  some  of  the  speakers,  occupied 
the  remainder  of  theday.  MEssrs,CoBB,McLAiiB, 
FoMTTH,  Clay,  Jobbbon  of  Viboihia, aod  Rob- 
BBtaoH  of  Looisiana,  engaged  in  the  discussion. 

Mr.  McLahb,  of  Delaware,  said,  that  after  the 
observatiooa  which  bad  been  made  by  the  other 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  in  debate,  he 
would  not  have  inirnded  himself  tfpon  (he  time 
of  the  Committee,  but  for  the  purpose  of  snbmit- 
ilDg  some  views  of  the  subjeei  which  did  not  ap- 
pear to  htm  to  hare  been  yet  given,  and  paitien- 
larly  in  relation  to  our  treaty  with  Spain,  which 
bad  been  rendered  important  in  this  diieussion. 
Ha  would  therefore  ask  tbe  indu^fence  of  tbe 
Commiliee  for  a  few  miaates,  while  be  niged 
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ihoM  leiwn*  wblck  iroald  iadaee  him  to  oppose 
the  bill,  aod  sopport  the  motion  lo  slrik*  out  the 
firat  sectioD.  He  waa  airare  that  this  was  a  very 
ATortte  bill  wiih  the  honorable  moTer,  who,  no 
doobt,  aDticipated  mneb  good  froai  a  law  of  the 
kind  ptoposed.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  McL.,  if  I 
can  succeed  in  conTiocing  ihal  bonorable  genile- 
Bian  that  CoBgreci  hare  not  tbe  Constitutional 
power  lo  pass  lueh  a  law,  and  that,  if  tbef  bad, 
It  would  be  inadequate  to  one  ver;  prineiral  ob- 
ject anticipated  fiom  it,  be  will,  it  u  to  be  pre- 
aunied,  not  feel  Tcry  anxious  alwat  it>  fate. 

Mr.  UeL.  said  he  waaM  not,  upon  the  pre- 
sent oecasion,  eiiiicr  affirna  or  den;  the  rigbt  of  a 
citizen  to  cxpaiciale  himKlf,  becanse  be  did  not 
coDcetTe  it  to  be  nece«ary  lo  tbe  atgumeul  of 
the  patlicuiai  subject  before  (he  Committee.  He 
would  content  lumself  with  inviting  ibe  atteuiion 
of  gentlemen  generally  to  tbe  origin  and  ptinci- 
[dea  of  the  ligbi,  as  it  had  been  aMumed,  and 
upon  which  alone  it  could  exist.  This,  he  aaid, 
would  be  absdately  necesMirr,  in  otdet  to  aacei- 
taio  the  power  by  which  the  exereiie  of  tbe  Tight 
could  either  be  eooltolled  or  regulated. 

Tbe  right  of  expatriation,  if  it  exist  at  all,  ia  a 
ciril  right,  commensurate  with  ciTil  society  and 
ciTil  inatitutions.  In  a  state  of  nature  such  a 
right  could  act  be  known,  becaase,  in  such  a  state 
the  relation  of  ciiisen  and  eeuniry  did  not  exiat 
Then  the  inhabitants  of  the  Btate  were  not  re- 
Btrieted  to  any  particular  spot,  or  subjected  lo 
the  coDttol  of  any  cororouniiy  ;  the  wide  world 
was  before  them,  and  they  were  at  liberty  to  roam 
wheresoever  they  pleated,  And  select  the  place 
best  calculated  to  supply  their  wants  aud  com- 
forts, and  to  change  it  again  whensoever  they 
should  think  proper,  either  &om  interest  or  ca- 
price. It  was  not  until  they  united  themaelves 
into  societies  and  communities,  in  which  their 
own  self-goTerament  was  merged  in  civil  initi- 
tulions,  that  any  restraint  would  be  imposed  upon 
this  general  freedom.  In  giving  up  tbe  liberties 
of  a  slate  of  nuureisad  eDieriu  iau>  civil  socie- 
ty, they  aeeewarily  contracted  certain  mutual 
OH^atjoBa,  by  whieh  the  exerdae  of  their  Dain- 
lal  nghts  would  be  regnlaied.  The  individual 
oeniraeteit  obliguians  to  hiscemmunity  orcoo*- 
tty,  and  the  eommliDity  to  him,  opoa  which  the 
safety  of  «11  materially  depended,  aod  whieh  nei- 
ther could  disregard  without  jeopardizinc  that 
safety.  He  admitted  that  the  happiness  of  the  in- 
dividual and  the  community  constitute  the  objects 
of  the  associauoo. 

It  is  osly  DCoessary,  iberefoie,  said  be,  for  the 
present  argument,  for  tne  to  insist,  and  to  ask 
gentlemen  to  concede,  what  I  api^ehend  will  not 
be  denied,  that  tbe  exercise  of  this  right  moat  be 
consistent  with  these  obligations:  that  a  citizen 
ahould  not  abandon  his  ooontry  without  good 
cause,  or  in  the  neeessary  and  lawful  pursuit  of 
happiness;  that  he  cannot  divest  himself  of  hia 
duties  to  his  country  in  the  hour  of  bet  peril,  nor 
sacrifice  all  bis  obHgationa  to  her  immment  in- 
jury and  ruin,  and  therefore  that  the  exercise  of 
the  rigbt  should  be  regaUied  bj  rules  resulting 
from  the  nniwe  and  loree  of  civil  obligations. 


The  bill  now  before  the  Cammittae  woiU  aecna 
to  imply  tbe  recognition  of  these  prioeiplsL  Tl 
proposes  to  make  the  Government  a  par/j'  to  ite 
act,  diseolvuig  the  lie  between  the  cituwa  aod  Us 
country,  and  to  prescribe  tbe  terms  upea  wbidi 
''  will  consent  to  the  dissolution.  Soch  a  ri^iil 
innot  be  a  barren  one.  The  power  to  ptouittc 
rules  upon  any  subject  necessarily  iuDpUcs  i^c 
power  of  jndging  of  tbe  propriety  And  extent  o! 
the  rules. 

If,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  MeL.,  rbi 
exercise  of  tbe  richt  of  expatriation  should  hi 
consistent  with  the  essential  aod  fuadaneaial 
principles  of  civil  obligaitoni^  and  if  an^  regvlii- 
tioB  of  its  exercise  is  to  emanate  from  the  c'tvij 
power.ilshould  proceed  from  that  power  to  whoa 
the  obligation  is  doe ;  from  tbe  supreme  or  sov- 
ereign power  of  the  state  or  commiujiy  oC  wbie^ 
tbe  citizen  is  a  member,  and  to  whom  he  owe 
his  allegiaace.  It  is  to  such  a  power  alone  thm 
these  ohligations  have  aity  tilation.    The  qa 

--■-  -—"  U  t"^-  " 


s  the  QoTerBineac 


tion  then  presents  itself,  1 

the  United  Stales  «iBb  a  power,  and  cbh  Cos 

gress  exercise  it  1    I  apmebeod  not. 

Tbe  powers  of  the  Oeoeral  OoTeraioeat  an 
not  absolute,  bat  limited ;  they  are  confiaed  u 
certain  specified,  ennmerated  objects,  raiaed  fu 
especial  purposes.  The  supreme  savereigo  powei 
is  in  the  people  of  Ibe  United  Slates,  nctiiif 
through  the  different  State  govern  men  Is.  Pria: 
to  tbe  organization  of  the  Federal  OovernmeuL 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Slates  was  abaolate  and 
oomplete,  and  the  natural  and  civil  alic^iauce  tA 
the  citizen  was  eielusively  due  to  the  pmniealai 
State  of  which  he  was  a  member.  By  that  State 
atone  could  the  right  of  expatriation  have  been 
regulated. 

In  its  organtxation,  the  Qeneial  GoveninaeB: 
was  Fedeial,  and  not  National,  and,  in  the  eziea'. 
of  its  powers,  it  it  Federal  and  not  National ;  and 
the  na  tnral  allegiaBce  of  the  citizen  to  his  SiaR 
is  neither  absolved  nor  iofringed  by  his  coDneziea 
with  tbe  Ch)vernmant  of  the  United  States.  Si 
simply  contracts  certain  duties  to  the  Oeaer^ 
QoTernment,  in  no  degree  ioeoiisisleoc  with  his 
allegiauce  to  tbe  Slate  sovereignty.  This  ispn- 
fecify  dear,  from  tbe  naiure  of  the  QorerameaL 
It  was  formed  not  by  tbe  citizens  of  the  Doited 
States,  but  by  the  ciiizeas  of  the  respective 
States,  acliog  as  members  of  their  seven/  palii- 
ieai  eommun i lies,  and  dcMgoed  fortheproieMtoa 
of  State  rights.  A  civil  relation  thus  treated  to 
the  QeneralQovernment,  never  can  beeoastmed 
to  abrogate  the  natural  relation  between  the  cit- 
izen ana  his  Biale  \  on  tbe  contrary,  we  find  thai 
this  relation  is  in  full  force  in  all  essential  points. 
The  tight  of  the  State  to  require  of  its  cilizent 
mililia  services,  and  subject  them  to  trials  by 
court  mariials;  loiDflictpunishmealfor  the  con- 
mission  of  crimes;  to  regulate  tbe  acquisition  of 
property,  aod  tbe  roles  and  principles  of  deseeai. 
aod,  in  short,  to  exercise,  almost  wiihooi  Jimil. 
an  authority  over  the  persons  aod  rights  of  their 
citizens;  but, above  all,  to  regulate  and  pauisb 
treason  against  the  Slate.  Tbe  teeoad  seeiMw  K 
the  fmrtfi  artkte  of  the  Conatitation  of  the  Uai- 
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tad  BiKtea  rcco^ised  the  orime  of  Iretson  againii 
K  Btste,  by  proTJding  for  the  apprcheDsioD  of  the 
cnmioRl,  though  I  apprebend  tueh  a  teeognition 
iwoald  not  be  Tequirea  lo  render  it  entirely  elear. 
The  capacJIf  to  commit  tteaaoD  againt  the  Slate, 
reaalia  from  nMoral  retaiion  between  the  eitizen 
and  ita  aorereigatj,  and,  thoarh  treasoD  maj  alto 
be  oonimitied  agiiDst  the  Uaiied  Blare*,  it  resalts 
more  from  the  espren  provision  of  the  Constiiu- 
tioD,  than  from  aof  natoral  rdaiion  aubaistinK 
between  the  citizen  and  the  Oovernment,  Ir 
tberefore.  Mid  Mr.  McL.,  a  cilisen  of  the  United 
States  eoold  be  releued  from  hit  duties  to  the 
General  Oo verD men t,  he  would  nevettbetess  eon- 
tiane  a  citizen  of  the  State,  and  hit  relalioo  to 


have  an  iniereet  in  preserving  the  obligation  of 
the  eiiizen  to  the  perfarmance  of  bis  duty  to  the 
United  States,  it  may  well  be  Qnestioncd  whether 
tbe  General  Oovernment  can  release  him  from 
tlioae  doiies  wiiboot  the  eooieat  of  the  State. 
So  long  a*  a  citizen  remains  a  citizen  of  a  State, 
■  Btaie  bas  a  right  to  require  the  power  of  the 
Qeacral  Oovernment  in  aid  of  hii  protection,  and 
it  eannot  withhold  iL  This  is  of  the  very  essence 
of  the  compact  between  the  Stales  and  the  Oeo- 
eral  Oovernment.  By  this  compact,  the  protec- 
tioa  of  (he  rights  of  persons  and  property  is  fairly 
stipolated,  and  it  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  in  re- 
gard 10  one,  witfaODi  the  consent  of  all.  This 
eoiDpaei  coostitntes  the  cittzena  of  tbe  Stale  cit- 
izens of  tbe  United  States.  The  relation  to  tbe 
Stale  govnnment  was  tbe  basis  of  the  relation 
to  the  Qeneral  Oovernment,  and  therefore,  ai. 
long  as  a  man  contioues  a  citizen  of  a  Stale,  he 
mnsi  he  considered  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales. 
1  affirm  that  theOovernmenlortbe  United  States 
cannot  withhold  its  protection  from,  or  dispense 
with  its  duties  to  any  man,  while  he  remains  a 
citizen  of  any  individual  State,  sod  that  any  act 
of  the  Oeneral  ChiTernment,BlMolTing  him  from 
•neh  duties,  would  be  inoperative. 

It  then  becomes  an  important  qtietiion,  which 
Ibis  Committee  must  decide,  whether  Congress 
can  destroy  ibe  relation  of  citizenship  between 
a  citizen  aod  a  State? 

The  only  powers  poeaested  by  Coogres*  are 
those  enumerated  In  the  CoDsiitatloD,  or  such  ai 
are  incidental  to  the  ezeentioa  of  tboae  enncae- 
tated.  It  will  not  be  contended  that  the  power  in 
qneetion  is  ezprestlj  given ;  it  ta  nowhere  to  be 
fbund  io  the  Constiintion ;  and,  as  was  well  re- 
marked by  the  bonorable  ^nileman  from  Ken- 
tucky,(Mr.  AMnBBBOiiJit  IS  not  necewary  to  the 
execution  of  any  express  power.  I  eaonot  dia- 
eem  any  reference  which  it  baa  to  either  the 
powers  or  objects  of  the  Qoveramcol. 

The  fundamental  object  of  the  General  Oov- 
ernment being  shown  to  be  the  protecttun  of  the 
BlBies  in  their  sovereign  rights,  the  measure  now 
proposed  would  appear  to  oe  opposed  to  the  ob- 
ject, since  it  tends  lo  sever  the  lies  by  which  the 
Biaic  communities  are  held  tc^ether,  and  pots  the 
I      citizen  beyond  Ibe  protection  of-  botb  tbe  State 
I     and  the  Qeneial  Oavemment.    Stteh  a  poirer, 
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carried  to  an  extent  easily  conceivable,  might 
interfere,  materially,  with  State  rights,  and  drain 
the  Slates  of  their  population,  against  their  evi- 
dent po]Jey,and  contrary,  perhaps,  to  their  express 
laws.  Sir,  !  do  not  know  whether  such  a  law  as 
is  now  contemplated,  does  not  go  tbe  whole  of 
this  extent;  it  anuifailaies  the  anthority  of  ifae 
State  over  tbe  citizen,  without  its  interposition, 
at  tbe  mere  will  and  pleasure  of  the  individual. 
It  cannot,  reasonably,  be  iroagioed  that  the  Sutea 
ever  designed  to  surrender  this  portion  of  their 
sovereignly  ;  it  strikes  immediately  at  the  root 
of  their  ezistence^  and  does  not  in  any  d^ee 
conduce  to  tbe  objects  of  the  Union. 

There  is  no  instance  in  which  the  Oeaeral  Oov- 
ernment possesses  any  control  over  the  personal 
rights  of  the  citizen,  in  his  relation  to  the  Indi- 
vidnal  Slate.  Such  is  always  exclusively  tbe 
object  of  Slate  jorisdietioa.  Tbe  instances  in 
which  it  can  exercise  a  power  over  tbe  persons 
of  indlvidnals,  at  all,  are  few,  are  confined  lo  their 
relations  to  Ibe  J'ederal  Oovernment,  and  express- 
ly  defined  ia  tbe  ConstiiniioD.  Bm  the  power 
of  regulating  expatriation,  implies  indefinite  sn- 
premacy  over  the  personal  rights  and  effects  of  the 
individual,  in  all  their  relations. 

Bach  Stale  in  the  Union  is  a  distinct,  indepen- 
d^t  sovereignty,  and  without  some  provision  to 
tbe  contrary,  a  citizen  of  one  would  be  a  foreigner 
in  another,  liable  to  all  the  disabilities  of  that 
situation.  It  was  essential,  however,  for  the 
great  purposes  of  the  Union,  that  snch  an  incon- 
venience should  be  guarded  against,  and  it  was 
therefore  declared,  thai  "tbe  citizens  of  each 
State  should  be  entitled  to  alt  privileges  and  im- 
of  citizens  in  the  several  Btaten."  It  was 


iog  in  Congress  the  p 
form  rnle  of  nataral nation,"  test  the  interests  of 
one  State  might  be  jeopardized  by  an  improvi- 
dent admission  of  citizens  into  another.  But, 
even  this  power  of  oainralization  would  not  have 
been  possessed,  unless  It  had  been  expressly  del- 
egated. There  is,  perhaps,  nothins  more  neces- 
sary and  natural  to  a  sovereign  State,  than  the 
power  of  admitting  foreigners  to  tbe  rights  of 
citizenship.  It  was  therefore  inherent  in  State 
sovereignty,  and  sarreadered  for  the  reason  men- 
tioned. But  the  power  of  divesting  the  right  of 
citizenship,  and  or  regutatiog  the  exercise  of  the 
tight  of  expatriation,  is  one  of  a  very  different 
character,  productive  ol  different  and  important 
consequences,  equally  an  attribute  of  sovereign 
power,  but  in  no  degree  connected  with  tbe  power 
of  natnralizatfon,  nod  therefore  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  have  been  surrendered  at  the  same  time. 
1  conclud^  therefore,  said  Mr.  McL.,that  Con- 
gress, having  no  power  to  destroy  the  relation 
between  a  citizen  and  his  State,  cannot,  Coosii- 
tuiionally,  pass  any  law  that  could  denaturalize 
him  from  the  United  States. 

Bat,  sir,  said  Mr.  McL.,  if  It  were  perfectly 
clear,  that  Congress  possess  the  power,  the  exer- 
cise of  it,  at  this  time,  and  in  tbe  manner  proposed, 
woald  be  highly  unwise  and  inexpedient. 

Ha  b^g«  have,  in  tbe  first  pUet,  to  rtmarlE, 
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tku  Ibis  WM  ft  Dovelktiempt.  It  was  not  itstified 
by  the  ezampla  of  aaj  otber  ottioa,  noi  demBod' 
ea  b;  any  patlicnlit  hmou,  at  ptewnt  esiatiag 
in  the  affairs  ot'  our  coaDirr,  ia  ibe  condiiion  of 
ODT  people,  or  ihe  nature  oi  ezleot  of  our  po[iU' 
laiion.  Tbe  reatoos  sboold  be  cogent  to  require 
any  iMida tire  interpoailion  intucn  asubject.  It 
wouldbe  eooDgh  to  treogntse  ihe  right,  and  leave 
it  to  its  ordinary  exercise.  It  is  one  of  those  del- 
icate and  extreme  rights  which  shake  the  fonn- 
datioDE  of  civil  Qoveroment.  LegislatiTe  inter- 
fcrenee  can  effect  do  good,  but  may  produce  much 
harmi  The  ezerciia  of  the  right  of  expatriation 
looki  10  a  state  of  things  always  to  be  deplored ; 
it  pre-iopposes  some  fault  in  the  coonlry  de- 
aerted.  or  aiscDnienI  or  di*affeciion>ia  the  mem- 
ber BMndooing  it.  He  s^ke  here  of  expatri- 
ation, and  not  of  enHgrafton.  No  man  should 
entirely  abandon  his  country,  without  good  caiue, 
and  no  country  should  increase  the  faciliiiea  of 
doing  to,  until  she  was  in  a  situation  to  dispense 
with  bcT  citizens  contisteatly  wilb  the  bapjiiness 
of  both  parties.  By  cneonraging  the  practice  of 
expatriation,  we  stf ip  it  of  the  gnards  wiih  which 
its  own  nature  has  sarrouodea  it,  and  aot  only 
cender  it  excusable  but  erea  fashionable  to  aban- 
don one's  coantry  at  any  lime  and  under  all  cit- 
enmstances.  By  this  bill  a  man  throws  off  his 
country,  with  the  same  facility  that  he  lays  aside 
his  coat,  and  with  little  more  form  or  solemnity. 
The  effects  of  such  a  system  would  be  to  weaken 
the  loTe  of  country,  so  necessary  to  individual 
happiness  and  naiioaal  prosperity,  the  great  basis 
of  our  Eepublicaa  insiiiuiions. 

It  appeared  to  him  that,  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  United  States^  it  was  our  policy  to 
encourage  emigration  hither,  rather  than  to  throw 
open  the  door  of  expatriation  from  the  country. 
Our  immense  tracts  of  ansetiled  land,  and  asparse 

SipolatioD,  inrite  the  industrious  of  all  aaiions. 
ar  maonfacinriDg  iateresls  are  eompeleni  to 
cmploT  more  industry  than  they  can  command  ; 
the  labor  of  our  country  bears  no  proportion  to 
the  demand,  and  every  sort  of  skill  and  industry 
may  find  ample  and  profitable  employmcnL  In 
this  situation  of  things,  the  inducemeaU  with  the 
eilixen  to  remain,  are  equal  lo  those  on  the  part 
oftheGoTcroment  to  preserve  him,  and  he  should 
ba  encouraged  to  pursue  them. 

Ur.HoL.  said,  the  manner  and  effect  of  this 
biliwcta  equally  objeciionable  on  the  score  of 
expediency. 

11  turns  the  citizen  at  large,  upon  the  world, 
for  all  objects  good  or  bad,  without  home  and 
destitute  of  a  country.  It  enables  him  to  cut 
himself  loose  from  the  lies  of  civil  life  ;  an  ene- 
my lo  the  laws  of  all  nations,  entitled  to  protec- 
tion from  nonel  It  does  not  require  him  logo 
in  Ihe  pursuit  of  business  or  happiness ;  he  ia  not 
obliged,  first,  to  select  his  residence,  or  become 
the  citizen  of  another  country,  but  from  moiives 
of  caprice  or  ill  humor,  ha  at  onca  exonerates 
himself  from  every  sun  of  civil  obligation.  The 
commission  of  treason,  and  the  objects  of  plun- 
der and  spoil,  are  equally  legalized  by  this  bilL 
Ha  may  go  forth  "Aoefu  humtmi  gvntria,"  aod 


seek  his  aubsistenca  by  preying  upon  the  pnprtf 
of  others.  Sir,  we  cannot  pass  such  a  J«w,  eaa^' 
sistently  with  our  own  dignity  ns  a  gnat  natioa, 
uT  with  the  duties  we  owe  to  the  rest  of  the  worl£ 
It  would  be  an  act  of  follr  lo  expose  ooi  tiiizea 
to  ezpaiiiate  himself  to  the  injury  of  bit  own 
country,  and  adisregard  of  Justice,  to  penniibim 
to  do  so  to  the  injury  of  oihen.  Bjr  this  ImIV.  t 
citizen  may  be  reverted  to  a  stale  of  Daiore.  Nay, 
sir,  in  relation  lo  the  rest  of  Boeie(y,Tto  a  con^ 
tion  infinitely  worse.  What  is  tfaero  to  prereat 
sucbaman  from  depredating  npon  his  owoeouo- 
try,  after  that  country  lias  volnatKrily  absolved 
him  from  all  his  oblige  lion  i,  wiiboat  reqniriac 
proof  of  any  Legitimate  object  upon  bia  parti 

He  begged  gentlemen  to  consider  to  wiiaiaueh 
a  system  may  lead.  By  this  hill,  the  resUoM  and 
enterprising  spirits  of  the  country,  iostaad  of  b^ 
iog  duecied  lo  industri^  oeenpaiions  at  faoioe. 
are  furnished  with  the  taeaas  of  gratifjrjiw  tht 
most  improvident  achenes.  They  avaii  them- 
selves of  this  law,  and  enter  upon  a  Ufc  of  plun- 
der upon  the  ocean ;  the  privaUen  infcatins  t-ta* 
seas  on  our  SouibetD  coast  may  be  &Ued  ^vltk 
them.  Such  m  course  may  not  uwaya  continne, 
but  it  lasts  lon^  enough  to  give  them  habiu  aitd 
principles  of  vice  inimical  to  civil  life.  When 
the  system  of  plunder  can  be  no  longer  panued, 
what  is  (o  become  of  them  I  They  can  find  no 
resting  place  abroad,  and  naturally  torn  back  to 
their  repudiated  counity,  to  the  families  nod 
friends  formerly  deserted,  and  thus,  after  Kadiiig 
them  foiih  lo  be  laioied  in  the  schools  of  deprar- 
ity  and  licentiousness,  we  are  compelled  lo  re- 
ceive them  back,  to  pollute  soetely  wibb  tbeir 
example.  It  cannot  be  expedient  lo  pais  a  lavr 
which  may  be  ptodnelive  of  such  consequencea. 

The  principal  reason  which  has  been  men- 
tioned in  favor  of  passing  this  law  at  the  prea- 
en(  lime,  said  Mr.  McL^  was,  in  bis  opinion, 
the  strongest  objection  that  could  be  nrfed 
against  it. 

It  is  said  that,  under  our  ueniy  with  Spain,  ■ 
citizen  of  the  United  Suiei,  taking  a  coniniH 
sion  from  the  enemies  of  Spain,  is  to  be  trcniel 
as  a  pirate,  and,  because  our  citizens  are  id  lie 
habit  of  embarking  in  ihe  cause  of  the  Soulk 
American  patriot*,  we  should  get  rid  of  the  rtsot 
of  this  treaty,  by  enabling  such  ns  may  ibinJt 
proper  to  go,  to  cease  to  be  cttiiens  of  the  Umiitd 

Hs  was  noi  prepared  to  say  how  br  Spun 
would  be  compelled  to  respect  a  mnoicipal  rccv- 
Uiioa  of  this  deacripiion,  but  be  ihoogbt  thia 
parliculai  citcumstance  superadded  toourge^ 
eral  obligations  of  neutral  justice  nod  policy.  The 
United  States,  he  said,  was  bound  to  execute  the 
treaty  in  good  bith,  and  could  not,  by  any  indi- 
rect act,  evade  iL  Without  this  law  it  ii  admit- 
ted, it  would  be  nnlawful  for  our  citizena  to 
engage  in  the  controversy,  and  they  would  ba 
liable  to  be  punished  if  they  did.  The  law  ia, 
therefore,  to  enable  them  to  violate  the  treaty. 
We  are,  by  an  indirect  measure,  to  dispense  with 
neutral  obligations,  by  which  we  would  otherwise 
be  bound.    1  insist,  sit,  said  he,  that,  in  this  way, 
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w«  braoB*  m  pwty  to  Uw  eontcK,  tnd  iaius  our 
fnib.  He  wsi  not  hociile.  he  aid,  to  die  Miwr 
of  tbeM  pBtriote  ;  be  wifbeo  tbem  taecen  in  theii 
Btraffgle;  it  WU4B  object  worth  ]r  of  nROMiiUHl 
if  tbey  htt  eapablo  of  eojofiog  eivil  libertr  uid 
■I  free  Qoverament,  be  bopcd  tbey  wovid  obtain 
ibmm.  Nor  did  be  feel  any  predilestion  Cor  Spain, 
ceruioly  he  bad  no  reason  to  entertain  aoy;  bat 
ha  did  feel  an  iatereit  in  the  boaor  anil  tepnta' 
tion  of  bii  eonntry,  and  wai  UDwilliag  ta  do  an 
act  bv  which  they  might  be  lamiebeo.  He  be- 
liATcd  ihm  wne  no  neeenity  ta  multiple  «a 
of  diapote  with  Spain ;  tbcy  were  likely  t 
anffieiently  abaadaot;  but,  md  be,  lei  ua  be  blamc- 
laaa,  let  na  hare  nothing  wherewith  to  r^roaeb 
oanelrei.  Let  oa  not  dooorertly  whatweihoald 
be  nnwillfag  to  do  opeal)[  and  in  pablic  It  hat 
been  nid  that  tbii  proTiuoo  in  the  tivaty  ii  void ; 
that  Coofreet  alone  bare  the  power  to  defii 
piracy.  Tfacn,  tir,  uid  Mr.  MoL.,  if  it  be  u>, 
there  is  no  oecsiion  for  this  law  to  evade  It ;  if 
the  treaty  be  roid,  no  pnnishment  eoold  follow 
iu  violatioB  on  iba  put  of  a  oitizeD. 

Hr.  UoL.  eaid,  ha  would  not  atop  to  diseuM  tba 
Constiintional  qoaation,  nor  how  &r  Coagraa* 
would  be  boand  to  pats  a  law,  in  exeenlion  of  the 
treaty ;  he  woidd  merely  remark,  that  the  treaty 
doesnotdefinepiracy.  It  isaaontract  betwaamba 
Unitnl  Statet  and  Bpain,  eootaiaing  a  ttipnla- 
don  which  the  pattiea  bad  a  right  to  makt^  and 
annexing  the  punishment  of  a  pirate  to  tha  riola- 
lion;  bBiildoaanotooaetitnteiheoflenBefrfro^. 
Much  lent  does  it  anderiake  to  define  the  erima 
of  piracy  gaaeraUr.  Bni,  at  most,  the  paniib- 
ment  oolr  would  be  raid,  which  relates  to  the 
indiTidnal  simply;  the  stipulttion  apon  tba  part 
of  the  Qovartiment,  wonld,  aoTertbelesa,  be  ob- 
ligatory npon  (be  United  States. 

Wbal  be  meant  to  *ay,  was,  that,  without  this 
ueaty,  tbit  oaiioa  could  not,  consuieotly  with 
her  neatral  oUiaations,  da  any  act  to  enoourage 
ber  cilixena  to  take  part  in  the  contest  between 
Spain  and  her  coloniet.  She  aould  not,  perhapa, 
abtdoialy  retfraia  tbem,  thongb  they  wonld  take 
the  coaMqnanees  of  their  own  aela.  Without 
tbii  treaty^  Spain  would  bare  the  right  to  coa- 
tidat  a  eiiixen  of  ibia,  or  aay  other  oounlry,  pci- 
nteeriaa  acaimt  her  oommerea,  oader  a  eam- 
Htiasionlrom  ber  cataaiet^  auti  thay  bare  aatab- 
Jlshed  tbnr  indepandcMe,  a  piraie.  Under  socb 
eircuniBtancei,  aay  nation,  would  lo  consider  him. 
Spain  eortainly  doe*  not  reeogaite  the  iadepeDd' 
eaceuf  ihoaaaolonicB;  Donation  in  Bnrope  baa  yet 
acknowledged  (hem.  Oar  own  Qovemmoii  has 
not  done  to,  and  nntil  the  proper  branch  of  the 
Goreromen  t  bat  acknowledged  tbem,  the  judicial 
ttibnnalt  of  the  country  could  not  so  coatider 
them.  Tbcir  commiaions,  would,  therefore,  be 
void, and  tite  man  found  plnnderiug  on  the  ocean 
'  under  tbem,  would  be  a  pirate. 

But,  (aid  Hr.  MoL.,  this  hiU  would  not  eren 
effect  the  object  which  it  is  intended  to  answer, 
ll  wonld  place  the  citizen  in  a  worae  aitOMion. 
in  this  respeet,  after  he  bad  availed  himself  of 
the  nroriuoni  of  the  law,  than  before.  If  Spain 
wonld  treat  aa  a  pirate  a  eitisen  vt  tba  United 


Statet,  found  ta  tbaserrica  of  bereoli»ias,a.^fh 
ftort  would  she  riew  hin  in  the  tame  Light  whan 
he  aould  no  laager  seek  oar  protection.  A  maiit 
who  sbonld  uke  the  benefit  of  this  law,  and  ba* 
ootiu  what  may  be  termed  a  «tizao  of  the  wodd, 
would  be  ibe  rietim  of  any  Power,  who  thtniU 
please  to  vitit  upon  him  ber  cmelly  or  resenfr 
ment.  Let  me  ask  then,  sir,  what  wonld  be  t&a 
oondiiion  of  a  repudiatad  American,  captured  in 
the  service  of  the  patriots  1  Owned  by  no  eonn* 
try,  owing  allegiance  to  none,  an  ootlaw  from  all 
nuiOBi,  and  aTogitire  from  the  eoantry  of  Ue 
birth,  and  what  wonld  be  biieUimt  toclemeney  oc 
eren  juttieel  If,  as  lo  him,  the  laws  ofcirihiad 
warbra  ha  disregarded,  and  a  crtiH  arbitnr|! 
power  be  exereited,  who  it  to  interfere?  Not  tba 
natioaaof  Eai«pe,for  in  hit  fate  thCThave  naithoc 
any  intereii  or  sympathy ;  not  die  Uaited  Stales^ 
for  tbey  hare  Tolnaierily  diMolred  their  obliga- 
tion; and  committed  him  to  his  destiny.  I  repeat 
it,  thetvfort^  sir,  that  this  bill  would  not  answet 
the  end  which  hat  beea  nttribotedtoii;  it  wooU 
tempt  the  enterpritiag  to  greater  danger,  and  In* 
the  ignecant  to  rain  1 

Mr.  MoL.  said,  we  were  to  consider  this  law 
at  a  jMrmanent  system,  and  we  ihoald  look  to 
the  effecia  it  mav  hare  upon  oar  own  country. 
Some  bare  already  been  aa  verted  to ;  others  may 
be  mentioned.  It  fnmithes  to  the  oorropt  and 
profligate  a  much  more  eaay  avaatM  to  esoafa 
from  tba  rettraintt  of  jottiee,  and  from  the  taim 
ordinary  indiriduat  responsibilities,  than  ia  eon* 
tiitent  with  iodiridoal  Interaeta  or  pnbllo  moialsi 
The  indolent  and  deptared  may, by  it,  tie  eaablad 
to  throw  a  nuntereos  familf  upon  the  public 
charity,  and  escape  themselves  to  the  walks  of 
folly  and  liceniiouaiwM. 

la  a  crisis  of  public  diCcnlty  and  danger,  it 
may  ptora  very  cmlMrTasitDff  to  the  eonntiy.  . 
Soeh  a  crisis  has  oocarred,  and  it  may,  thereAiia, 
oecnr  again.  Ia  our  late  waT,it  became  the  dMy 
of  the  nation  to  pot  forth  the  strong  arm  of  ita 
power,  and  commanda  large  physioaT force;'  tha 
ordinary  revenues  of  the  country,  and  liberal  pe< 
enniary  rewards  were  insnCcleiM  to  fill  the  ranks 
of  oor  armies,  and,  bad  the  war  eontinned,  it 
would  have  been  abaolntely  neecasary  to  have 
impressed  our  citizens  intomilitaryecrriee;  gen* 
:leaKn  will  recollect,  that  snob  a  maasvrc  waa 
acinally  proposed.  Bat,  sbonld  such  a  crisis  ever 
arise  in  future,  is  there  no  a^rehensian  that 
many  wonld  be  found  to  evade  the  daager,  under 
ifae  facilities  of  the  expatriation  law^  When 
weeontider  the  natore  of  that  portion  of  (ociotr, 
upon  which  such  a  system  would  most  likely  lallf 
the  nnmeroas  classes  of  the  eomrnnnity  nnra- 
straioed  by  the  tie*  of  pr^ieriy  or  the  inflnenco 
of  pride,  and  the  powerfal  disrelish  which  som« 
men  have  to  military  life,  it  is  reasonable  to  aon< 
oinde  that  aueb,  in  many  instances,  would  be  tba 
Let  US  not  then,  sir,  iairodnee  a  systemi 
exposed  10  snch  evils,  and  ia  a  great  measure 
legaliiiog  the  commiwion  of  them. 

Ur.  McL.  said,  that  he  bad  not  inteiided,  wban 
he  rose,  to  occupy  so  mnoh  of  the  time  of  tha 
Committee— be  coniiderad  tba  tnbjaot  of  vtrf 
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fKtt  imtiotUnce,  ud  fniiwfai  wicli  evils  of* 
iBOBt  tenoDs  mignitudc.  Hii  eoDeladed  br  ax- 
prening  a  sincere  hone  tfaet  the  first  leetioB  of 
the  bill  wonld  be  gtricken  ont. 

Mr.  JaHHBOH,  of  Vitginia,  taid  he  felt  homili- 
ated  hj  ihe  debete  irhich  had  taken  plaee  on  the 
■algeet  aow  andet  deliberation.  To  hear  the 
old  feudal  doctrioe  of  perpetual  alleBitnce  advo- 
cated on  (hia  floor,  said  Me.  J.,  as  it  Qat  beec  by 
the  ceBilemaa  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  HcLari;} 
the  doctrine  reralling  from  a  syatem  which,  from 
time  immemorial,  has  borne  down  and  oppreMcd 
■oil  of  the  wretched  sDhjeetaof  £orape.  A  doo- 
trine  whjob  waa  unknowo  in  Bogtaod,  uatil  the 
icigo  of  William  the  Conqoeror;  who,  bf  great 
utandaddrcia,preTailedupoQ  the  Sojlish  people 
to  adopt  ihe  feudal  lyitem,  from  which  the  doc- 
ttlne  of  perpetual  allegiance  iprang. 

I  had  not  expected  at  ibia  period  of  peace,  Irao- 
avilliiy,  and  proaperit^,  when  it  ii  anid-  that  no 
diatinetioD  of  part;  eiisle,  when  »11  are  pretend- 
ing to  crowd  joio  the  Republican  fold,  to  hear  the 
fandamental  priociplea  on  which  tbii  Govern- 
ment re«la  for  its  support,  questioned,  much  less 
denied  to  exisL  Altboi>f;h  no  person  has  had  the 
lurdihood  to  deny  the  right  of  ihe  cittaen  to  ez- 

ffUiate  himself,  yet  arguments  Are  used,  which, 
thef  be  correct  go  eoaolnairely  to  prove  that 
tile  eilizeo  cannot  aad  ought  not  lo  enjoy  the 
neans  essential  to  the  exercise  of  this  right.  The 
gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  McIiAKt)  con- 
tends that  allegiance  is  a  conlreet  between  the 
nittxeo  and  the  sovereian  power  of  ihe  country, 
wkieb  esoQot  be  eancelLed  without  the  consent 
of  both  the  contracting  parties.  He  then  charge* 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr. 
Rdsbrtoon)  with  iatrodaeteg  the  bill  on  your 
table,  in  order  to  aid  Ihe  patriot*  of  South  Amer- 
ica. I  well  recoUeet  iheinirodnclionof  asimilar 
propositioa,  by  the  genileman  from  Louisiana, 
dnrm^  the  Thirteenth  Congress,  and  the  effect  M 
that  lime  produced  on  Ihe  Federal  gentlemen  of 
the  Hona&  Our  atteoiion  is  invited  by  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  MoLanb)  to  the  de- 
idorable  siiuation  of  the  eouniry  during  the  Ute 
war.  The  difficulties  we  bad  to  eneouotci  io 
niiing  an  army  are  described  in  glowing  terns. 
Our  being  driven  almost  to  the  adoption  of  a 
ajrstem  of  conscription  is  anfpllyintrodueed.  Aitd 
we.  are  gravdy  admoni&hed  by  the  gentleman 
that  if  we  pass  the  present  bill— io  the  event  of 
another  war,  another  period  of  difficulty— lo  avoid 
flghliog  the  battles  of  iheir  country,  of  asserting 


and  exercise  the  right  ofexpatrialioo.  Ceo  this 
be  possible,  Mf.  Chairman  T  Jf  it  be,  1  hope  it  is 
confined  lo  the  ciiizens  of  the  State  of  Delaware. 
I  am  confident  Ihai  no  Virginian  would  ever 
abandon  his  country  in  the  hour  of  danger,  would 
over  ex  pat  riatft  himself,  lo  avoid  fighiing  her  bat- 
tles, defending  her  honor,  her  liberty,  and  her 
independence.  If,  however,  there  be  such  en  one, 
I  should  have  no  diBiculiy  in  fixing  hi*  doom  i  1 
would  furnish  bim  the  mean*  of  cxpairiaiing 
UnueU  to  a  r^ioa  from  whenoe  he  never  ahwala 


return.  Is  there  any  man  who  wottU  4m  to 
avow  such  a  principle?  No  sir.  Hie  weald 
shrink  from  the  light  like  the  reorenai  fdoa.  Ha 
would  dare  not  meet  the  scruliniziog  eye  of  ib* 
veetigation.  1  hope  there  is  not  a  aonarcfaot  of 
soil  within  the  junsdieilooal  limila  of  iha  OHted 
Blates  which  nnrtnrea  such  a  misermble  aad&e- 
praved  wretch. 

What,  sir.  i*  the  true  qnestiim  for  tbe  Commit- 
tee to  decide?  Do  Ihe  citizena  of  the  United 
States  posecaa  the  right  to  expatriata  then- 
aelvesi  Haa  Congress  the  power  to  le!giclaie 
competently  on  the  subject  1  and  ia  it  expodieat 
that  a  eomolete  and  perfect  act  of  legislaiUM 
shall  now  lake  ^aee  1  I  answer  that  ili«  citizens 
of  the  United  States  do  possess  the  right  in  ik« 
most  an^te,  nnlimited,and  unlimiiaMe  dtgn*. 
If  1  be  asked  from  whence  I  derire  the  right— I 
point  to  Heaven.  It  is  in  that  great  ebart«r  br 
which  nature  ssenred  to  uoe  the  r^t  to  sack 
happiness  wheresover  he  eoaU  enjoy  iL  I  woaid 
disdain  to  derive  Ihe  right  from  any  of  the  litcie 
petty  soverei^ties  or  Qovermments  on  ea.Tib. 
Does  it  require  any  act  of  the  Qovetnment  to 
enable  the  eitizea  to  exercise  and  enjoy  this 
right?  I  contend  noL  Tbe  moment  a  citixen 
changes  pernaneatly  his  restdaKC,  and  tabs 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Gorerament  of  tbe 
eouniry  in  which  he  has  filed  hia  permanent  reiH 
dence,  be  has  exercised  lb  is  right.  All  elainaa  of 
the  (jTovernment  which  he  baa  abjured  eeaaa  la 
exist.  But  the  decisions  of  our  coorts  are  eiied — 
a  long  ease  has  been  read,  the  case  of  joaalhao 
Williams,  who  had  regularly  expaOiaKd  hi'inaelf 
from  Virginia,  and  become  a  cittiea  of  France^ 
and  who  was  tried  and  punished  by  one  of  oar 
Federal  courts.  The  remedy  is  at  uni.  U  was 
an  act  of  tyranny  and  oppression  for  which  the 
judge  ought  to  have  been  impecabed.  Aa  i I  re- 
spects the  right,  this  is  a  plain  qneatioo.  No 
man  has,  no  man  will  dare  openly  to  deny  it. 
The  warmest  advooaiea  of  the  feudal  s^eieni— 
the  warmest  friend*  of  Bngllsh  principles  ud 
English  law  will  aot  deny  the  righL  How  doa 
Ihe  conduct  of  Sngland  axrce  with  ike  dietaoi 
of  her  jurists  7  Two  years' service  in  ilieir  Daiy, 
ipso  facta,  makes  an  alien,  a  foreigner,  a  eitima 
of  Enaland.  Can  aay  Qovemmcnt  preaamc  IB 
naturalize  foreigners  and  deny  the  right  of  cs- 

Striatiool  Sneh  pretence  ought  to  sab/scta 
ivemment  lo  ridienle  nnd  seoni. 
But,  sir,  has  Congress  the  Const  itotioail  peerer 
to  legislate  en  thts  suiqcctl  Here,  1  am  sorry  to 
remark,  that  those  who  profess  Coastiutianal 
aernptes,  as  they  are  called,  are  treated  with  deti> 
sion.  It  is  not  the  first  time  that  such  nofaahioo- 
able  acruples  have  been  thus  treated  during  tbe 
'present  session.  The  honoraUe  SpBAKBa  has 
told  US  that  nine  ont  of  every  ten  qaestiona  de- 
cided during  the  present  session  have  prodeced 
these  qualms  and  scruples. .  He  very  satirically 
remarked,  that  he  hoped  that,  in  the  cotase  of 
one  hundred  rears,  all  these  doubts  and  scruples 
would  be  seuled.  I  fear  ihey  will,  dr.  A  mem- 
ber here  has  two  uibunala  to  whom  he  is  aecovni- 
bUc.    Ha  Is  aoeouDtable  to  hjs  ii 
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bigk«i  uibooal,  for  the  disebwga  of  ihOM  dntiM 
ivEioh  pcftuD  M  hii  eoDteieDU.    Bat,  rit,  how 


8  Ut«  1  ittioj  tbfl  ri(lil3  of  panon  ud  properlr, 
a«caied  bj  ibc  gorwamcntot  th«  8ut«  3  oElcd^ 
tlie  Tttlm  of  eridenofl  by  which  tb«  rigbl«  of  eiii- 


zena  of  the  miiib  State  in  tbe  conrto  of  the  Mme 
Sute  ara  to  be  decided  7  Atthough  I  wu  not 
on  the  theatre  of  public  life  darias  tke  ezialence 
of  tbe  Stamp  Aet,  which  paucd  daring  the  Ad- 
miaiatntion  of  Ur,  Adam*,  MmetimoB  called  the 
Keigit  of  Teitor,  (I  think  Tctp  properlf ,)  I  vecy 
TrelTreiBenber  the  cxeitsmeat  prodaeed  in  Tir- 

tiaia  b;  that  act.  It  was  cooteoded  to  be  a  vio- 
aioD  of'  the  CoDUiinlion  of  the  Uailed  Suim, 
andaoiofraciion  of  the  Bute  aBthoiitici,  beeauM 
it  ehaaced  (he  rolee  of  CTideoce  by  which  the 
rights  of  ciii»n»  of  the  lame  State  la  the  eoorti 
oi  the  aame  Stale  were  to  Im  decided.  Will  not 
preciHl;  the  Mine  effect  molt  from  the  pa*- 
■ago  of  the  bill  on  jroni  table  1  Put  the  caae 
tbat  a  citizen  of  a  Slate  chonld  tegultrif  jHiraUB 
the  ptoritiOD*  of  that  bill,  in  the  erent  of  iti  be- 
ing  enacted  into  a  law,  and  thoold  expaltiile 
bimaelf  ftant  the  United  Stales.  If  the  power* 
of  CoDgreu  to  enact  such  law  be  Const itotioaal, 
eonld  the  citizen,  after  having  expatriated  hitn- 
eelf,  hold  real  eatate  in  anjr  State  within  tbe 
Union  I  Should  he  claioi  title  to  real  estate, 
either  bjr  deeeent  or  parelwM,  and  attempt  to  as- 
sert hi*  title  br  action,  would  he  Dot  be  mei  by 
the  ob^lion  that  he  was  an  alien  and  incapable 
of  taking  and  holdlo^  real  estate?  That  this 
would  be  Um  result  t*  nnquestioDable.  This, 
then,  is  a  meaaore  which,  if  adopted,  wonld  ia- 
terfere  with  tbe  municipal  regaUtions  of  the 
State*— woald  be  calculated  to  aestroy  rights  not 
derired  from  tbe  QoTernmenl  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  discharae  obligations  not  doe  lo 
the  United  Stale*.  Belieriag,  as  I  do,  tbat  no 
aaoh  power  exists  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  I  am  constrained  to  vote  in  favor  of  strik- 
ing OBt  the  first  Motion  of  iha  bilL  Bat,  sir,  I 
hope  Congrass  will  not  legislate  on  the  subject 
JAsnch  manner  as  to  cast  the  slightest  shade  of 
d^nbi  OB  this  right  of  the  oiiixen— which  1  eoo- 
aider  perfect  and  inalienable,  folrodtice  but  iho 
doctrine  of  perpctnal  allqiance,  tbat  baleful  scion 
jrom  the  odioQ*  stock  the  feudal  srHon,  and  f  on 
will  have  tolled  the  death  bell  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people  of  this  eotintrr. . 

Mr.  HoUuia  again  rose,  in  replv  to  Ur.  Jobii- 
SOH,  of  Virginia.    Ha  said,  tbat  he  should  not 

r in  have  uouUtd  the  Committee  with  any  fur- 
t  remaika,  e^eeialLr  in  repljF  to  the  member 
^Mr.  JoHMiiox)  who  had  just  resuowd  his  seat, 
if  that  mambei  bad  not  been  pleated  lo  refer  to 
him  and  the  Sute  be  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represant.  Mr.  UoV  begged  leave  to  assure 
that  member  thai  he  woold  at  all  times  find  the 
people  of  j;>elawar^  eolleclivelr  and  individuallf , 
ready  to  assert  and  defend  their  tights,  and  the 
honor  of  their  eoantry.    The  oopdnei  of  tha 


people  of  that  Slate,  dnring  tbe  lut  war,  waas 
pledge  of  their  dispoaiiion  upon  this  sntgecL 

Mr.  MoL.  said,  be  did  not  refer  to  the  eonterip> 
tion  law,  with  a  view  of  reviving  parly  heat  and 
animosit)'.  He  felt  too  mnch  the  imporuneeof 
the  iwesent  suie  of  feeling  in  the  eoaotry,  to  di»- 
tarb  it.  He  believed  the  prosperity  of  the  nation 
greatly  depended  upon  a  temperate  sUte  of  parties; 
aad  deprecating,  is  be  did,  the  violence  of  pattf 
beat,  he  should  be  tbe  last  to  revive  it,  iboogh  he 
should  never  shrink  from  an  arairal  and  main- 
tenance of  those  principles  which  he  bad  alwaya 
professed  and  cherished,  whenever  a  proper  o«- 
easioa  should  present  itself. 

In  r^ard  to  the  conscription  law,  it  spaaka 
iu  own  cbatacur,  and  the  inference  eoold  not 
be  avoided.  It  was  the  last  resort  of  the  Oor- 
ernment,  and  the  ranks  conld  not  be  filled  witb- 
ont  it.    If  soldiers  conld  have  been  proonred  for 

gitriotism  or  money,  in  any  part  of  tbe  United 
lates,  he  presumed  tbe  OorernmeDl  would  not 
have  recommended  a  measure  by  which  they 
were  to  be  forced  into  tbe  service.  He  did  not 
mean  to  ceasute  the  Oovemnent  for  advisiof 
the  messnre.  He  believed  an  oecasion  might 
exist  when  It  would  be  neceesary  to  exert  tbe 
whole  physical  force  of  the  nation,  and  in  suoh  a 
crisis  he  thought  the  Qovernment  woold  be  jus- 
tified in  usiD|  all  the  means  in  their  power.  Bat, 
Mr.  MoL.  ttidj  he  did  insisc  that  the  man  who 
would  serve  his  eonntry  in  the  bout  of  her  dan- 
ger, only  by  the  means  of  foroe,  would  elude  that 
force  if  he  conld,  even  by  an  expatriation  law, 
and  he  shonkl  not  descend  to  inqnite  in  what 
Sute  or  district  in  the  United  SUtes  he  might  be 
found. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Qeorgiat  said,  the  object  of  tha 
bill  under  disenssion  vras  not  to  cbaoge  anf 
known  law,  acknowledged  lo  be  in  force  in  tha 
United  Sutes.  lis  object  wm  to  declare  that  iha 
principle  of  perpetual  allegiance,  known  only  lo 
the  common  law  of  Kogland,  so  many  of  the 
other  ptiociplea  of  which,  are  in  foree,  ba»  no 
tinding  efficacy  upon  the 
In  reasoning  upon  sneh  a  , 
dispeasably  necessary  that  all  terms  necesMrilr 
uBod  should  have  a  definite  and  cleat  meaning 
attached  to  ihem. 

By  allegiance,  a*  it  is  explained  by  the  jndgaa 
of  oar  own  courts,  and  as  it  is  defined  by  thosa 
who  have  preeeded  ma  in  debate,  we  mean,  "that 
tie  by  which  the  Qovernment  and  the  citizen  are 
connected;"  fron  which  protection  is  promised^ 
and  ubmuaioB  expeoied;  protection  being  tha 
dnly  imposed  upon  the  Oovernmeni,  and  submis- 
sion upon  the  ciiixen,  with  their  eotrespondinjg 
dniies,  Ezpalriaiion  It  the  dissolution  of  thu 
tie;  it  is  the  act  of  throwing  off  tbe  obaracter  of 
citizen — of  declaring  that  protcotion  Is  no  longer 
expected,  and  consequently  olaimios  to  be  freed 
ftom  the  duty  of  submission.  The  friends  of  this 
bill,  of  whiefa  I  am  oo^  say  that  the  citizen  can, 
as  a  matur  of  nainral  right,  exercise  this  act  of 
expatriatbn  whenever  he  pleases,  and  that  of  thia 
right  no  homan  law*  can  deprive  him.  if  I  nn- 
deraiood  ihagentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Pin- 
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CALL,)  n«  b«  <lots  not  daof  ibe  power  ot  tbe 
eitizan  lo  sxeniM  lhi«  right,  and  ytt,  id  rba  next 
btnlh,  be  tinmpted  to  prore  tbil  than  wa>  do 
neb  ngbi;  that  tbtre  u  and  mnit  be,  In  erery 
eJtixen,  t  principle  of  gratltade  »  eieraal  in  its 
(rtilintiOn>,**lbilItesnDotbeili»h>Tged.  Wbmt 
is  uii  but  (b(  Efl^iib  ecmmon  t&w  open  tbe 
nbject?  Tii«  MDlteman  hu  nied  nlmoit  ihe 
TCTT  worda  of  Sir  Willhm  BUcbtoae.  Ha 
ooghl  nko  10  bare  adopted  tbe  reuons  of  tbe 
nme  writer,  and  bnv«  traced  this  KraiUnde  to 
Ihe  priaeipM*  of  nniTernl  law,  pmebed  by  him- 
aelf  ai'ri  nod  whiob  no  olber  can  nodentand.  To 
me  Ibis  principle  of  uBJTenal  law  is  no  atierii'  in* 
eom|irebenaibie,tbatl  hare  beard  of  but  one  iDing 
awre  sapreinelT  lidicoloos,  and  tbal  is,  tbe  "  im- 
mavoUte  parity  of  the  Spanish  moDarehy,"  aboat 
wbieh  we  have  learned  aomething  from  the  pen 
«f  the  Spanish  Hinister,  daring  the  present  ses- 
*ion.  Sneh  a  prinoipte  of  uniTersal  law  Is  a 
twin  brother  of  tnis  immaeolaey,  and  no  head  but 
■twb  as  conid  eomprebsnd  the  latter  is  able  to 
vndersUDd  the  former.  It  was  to  be  hoped  that 
doetiiiiee  like  these  were  oat  of  fariiion ;  ont,  like 
Jadge  BHswOTth,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tirglnia  caimot  dispense  with  tbe  eommMi  law, 
«r  rather  that  part  of  it  which  does  not  and  ODght 
not  to  prerail  in  (his  eoontrf,  for  the  best  of  rm- 
stfBs,  .that  it  1*  not  foonded  in  eommoo  sense. 

J  wooid  not  be  nndeistoed  as  denonneing  the 
eomuion  law;  on  the  contrary,  in  its  gennine 
principles  I  find  a  aafli  and  sun  goarantee  of  the 
best  rights  of  the  citizeD. 

BVt  even  in  England  tbe  abenrdity  of  tbe  doc- 
trine of  perpeloat  Blle|ianafl  is  obrioas,  becanse 
of  its  inconsistency  with  other  principles  equally 
admitled,  nnd  fonoded  in  belter  reasons.  Sog- 
land  also  maintains  die  doctrine  of  nstoralisation. 
What  is  naturaliiatiOD  bat  the  act  of  conferring 
vpaO'B  foreigner  all  the  rights  of  «  citizen,  by 
the  acquisition  of  which  he  at  the  same  moment 
imposes  npon  himself  all  tbe  dnties  of  a  citizen? 
Can  there  be  such  a  thing  as  the  naiaraliied  citi- 
zen of  two  States?  Can  all  the  duties  of  ike 
citizen  be  claimed  by  two  States,  eaab  baTinga 
jnstrigbtl  Certainly  not.  Por  the  act  by  which 
kl  tbe  rights  of  eitiien  are  acquired,  and  all  the 
duties  an  imposed,  necessariljr  presnpposes  that 
■11  eOBDexion  between  the  indisMml  and  any 
oUht  State,  is  dissolred.  Wherever  natnraliza- 
Am,  then,  is  permitted,  the  right  of  ezpatriation 
it  admitted ;  and  all  meaenres  whieb  have  a  ten- 
dency to  curtail  this  right  is  tyranny.  The  erea- 
ttues  of  kings,  and  the  dnvee  of  despots,  may  vcd- 
nre  to  assert  a  coittrary  doctrine,  bat  It  ci^hl 
never  to  come  from  tbe  months  of  freemen. 

The  right  being  admitted^  tbe  next  inqairy  Is, 
can  the  manner  of  its  ezerciic  be  pointed  out  by 
hw?  Uany  gentlemen,  equally  niendly  to  ibe 
ptinctple,  doubt  the  Constitstionel  power  <^  Con- 
gress to  legislate  on  tbe  svbject.  For  myself  I 
entertain  no  doubt  In  ny  otilnicn,  it  is  dearly 
JDcideDtal  to  tbe  power  of  esiaUiahing  "an  ani- 
fDrm  rule  of  naianlizalioa."  It  neoesearily  re- 
tnltrfrom  1(— it  is,  indeed,  a  oorrelatlvc  powtt. 
For,  if  Congress  «an  estabUrt  a  rale  by  which 


preaerii 
be  perf 


tbe  rights  of  a  mtisen  may  be  aeQtaite^^  Ifeefavsr 
to  prescribe  the  rule  by  whieb  these  maie  nffi» 
may  be  relinqafsbed^  is  a  neceiaary  andnmrasi- 
We  result.  It  is  an  incident,  having  a  dinet  coo- 
Dezioo  with  the  defined  power,  and  gTOsnaj  oni 
of  it;  the  one  cannot  be  conceived  withcatthe 
other.    In  the  ease  of  natural izatioD,  tbe  rale  tt 

neribad  by  which  an  act  of  the  indivrdtral  mar 
performed.  Tbe  bill  ander  eonsfderation  doa 
no  more.  It  is  the  simple  declaration  ot  the  man- 
ner in  wbici  a  vo/naury  act,  in  tha  ecercine  tf 
a  nalnral  ri^L  may  be  perfonned.  "To  suppasc 
that  Congress  have  a  p»wer  to  declare  to  ifae  eio- 
zens  of  other  Ooveramenis  that  they  ran  preMtbe 
the  manner  in  «hiah,  by  tbe  perfOTmanee  of  occ 
lain  acU,  citizenship  in  the  United  Stales  ran; 
be  acquired,  and  that  tbcMme  Conyrcsa  fa«ve  no 
power  to  declare  the  manner  in  whieh  ihey  may 
ne  relinquished,  is  to  me  ineomprehensiMe. 

But  a  gentleman  from  Bonlh  CaroltDa  (Mr, 
Lowudw)  seems  to  think  that  onr  rale  of  con- 
struing the  Const iintion  should  be  more  rigid,  in 
eases  where  the  law  to  be  made  is  to  divem   u 
citizen  of  his  rights.    According  to  my  vic^r   of 
this  law  it  has  do  effect  upon  Ihe  right,  other  than 
it*  admiBsionjit  imposes  noreatraint;  it  requires 
the  performance  of  no  conditions  as  necessary  to 
its  czercise.    It  is  simply  dedaratory  of  a  mao- 
a«r  ofits  exercise,  leaving  to  the  citizen  a  dlaere- 
tion  of  power  to  do  it  or  not,  as  he  pi  rases.    But 
the  genttetoan  from  South  Carolina  thinks  that 
the  sradatlon  from  sunh  a  law  to  a  presnmpttoa 
of  relinquishment  of  the  right  of  citftenship,  fa 
eztremcly  easy,  and  therefore  that  tbis  Is  w  is  o^ 
jceiionatue.    The  truth  is,  that  at  this  lime  we 
can  aalj  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  the  cxerciae 
of  Ibis  right  by  snob  a  prcsnmplioa  as  he  wishea 
to  avoid.    It  is  to  remove  any  dl&enlties  aiiaing 
from  snob  presmaptlon,  that  this  law  is  inti^ 
duced.    At  present,  when  a  oidsen  has  left  the 
oonntry  and  entered  into  a  foreign  service,  cr 
tAtm  tbe  oath  of  allegiance  to  some  other  CW 
emiMenl,  we  pHsmae  he  has  expntriatad  himsetC 
But  eKU  our  eonrts  of  justice  irilJ  not  rceeiTC 
ibisaseonelnsiveevideneeofiheAct.  Tbeaane 
rer,  is  apprehensive  that  ii  mtf 
,  __.  adliien  in  the  siinaiion  of  an  oatlew- 
that  Is,  that  he  shall  be  tbe  eiiiien  of  &«  boob- 
tiy  ]  that,  having  relio^nsbed  his  eltizenshfp  in 
tbe  United  Btateis  he  wilt,  until  he  has-perftnserf 
seme  act  by  which  he  becomes  a  eituea  sf  uu^ 
thei  Qovernmant,  be,  as  it  were,  a  citizm  of  the 
world.    Was  the  act  of  ezpatnation  the  act  ttf 
the  Government,  the  reason  wo«ld  have  weight. 
BM  when  it  Is  considered  ftat  the  eitinen  is  placed 
in  this  situation  by  his  own  act,  without  con- 
straint, it  strikes  me  that  this  GleveranMH  should 
not  be  very  anxious  abeot  his  bte  or  bis  siin»- 
tioB.    The  anxiety  and  tbe  care  itf  tbe  Qoretn- 
meat  ceases  ai  the  moment  ii  is  released  Trom 
ibc  daty  «f  protection. 

Anotber  gentleman  ffom  Ecnineky  (Hr.  An- 
nnaoN)  has  supposed  this  right  to  be  so  perfect 
that  CoBgress  caunot  legislate  npon  it.  Did 
no  dificaliiea  attend  its  exercise,  1  ailmit  there 
would  be  BO  necntiiy  to  legnlme.    But  I  caiuoi 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


1069 


HX8T0BT  OF  OOMGABfiB. 


lOTD 


FCBBDAST,  1818. 


£itpatruUi«n. 


H.  or  a. 


ooneciTft  tk*t,  vb<a  ihera  an   

righu  ean  be  m  perfect  u  to  tmin  tbeir  pioMe- 
tion  bv  kw  BBitBeemfy  or  impraper.  Toe  prio- 
cip*I  aeeiga  of  Ic^Uimw  is  to  gtaroDtee  sod  to 
mowet  tlwei  r^hu  wken  ria]Mwl.  Id  nin  amf 
It  be  dedued  tut  the  tight*  exiet,  if  the  nuBBer 
of  their  oxeroite  i>  aw  peiotcd  oat.  Eqnellr  bd- 
fotuded  H  oiMMber  argnneni  from  ibe  mom  ^en- 
tleHHs,  tbat  tbi*  law  woold  embarrtM  the  tight. 
Did  I  belieTe  M  it  (boald  bare  nirBegBUre;nit, 
ioaemoeh  m  the  liw  doe*  no  more  Umb  to  point 
oot  a  pUin  and  n«f  maaner  of  petfotDing  the 
ftet,  I  cannot  eoneeire  tbet  the  richt  cxereiied  in 
that  act  1*  entbanatacd,  efpeeinUjr  a*  ibe  law 
doea  not  declare  i(  i*  the  m\j  m«Bner. 

The  hoaonble  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Pihsall)  •ecma  apprebennTo  that  the  taw  will 
hsTe  some  effect  on  State  *OTere«nt;.  I  eannol 
canceire  that  it  wllL  Is  it  poMible  to  become  a 
citizen  of  the  United  Swea  witboni  becomiag  a 
citizen  of  fome  State  or  Teiritorf  at  ibe  tame 
moment  1  I  presume  not.  It  i*  much  more 
certain  and  eridoit,  that  when  a  penon  hai  re- 
nounced the  character  of  a  cilizen  of  all  the 
State*,  be  cannot  ihereafier,  until  aalBralixed, 
aocordine  to  the  Caniiituitoo  and  law*  of  tbe 
United  States,  claim  t«  be  (he  eilizea  of  anf 
State.  Stale  soTereiiratr,  then,  a*  retained  after 
tbe  adoption  of  the  Federal  Ceoatitntion  ia  not 
■Aeted  by  tbi*  law  in  any  way.  Bat  I  am  more 
aatonitbod  at  (hi*  bonorable  ^enilenan'e  declara- 
tion thei  no  ioelaace  of  expatnaiion  ean  be  ehown. 
WithoBt  pretending  to  maeh  knowledge  of  bia- 
torr,  I  will  call  the  gcoilenan's  atiestion  to  ibree 
GKaee.  Priaoe  Engene  was  a  Frenebman,  yet  be 
commanded  tbe  German  armiei  a^inal  France, 
and  wai  ooneiderad  a  German  officer.  Marshal 
Saze  was  noi  &  Fiencbman,  yet  he  commanded 
ibe  French  armies  agaloet  bit  own  connirymen, 
if  I  an  not  nualakeD.  General  Paikol  was  bom 
in  the  Swedish  dominions ;  il  was  his  misfortune 
to  be  taken  prisoner  bjr  Charle*  XII,  while  en- 


gaged in  war  against  him.  The  Kiog  of  Swe- 
den upon  that  oecasion  adopted  the  Snglitb  doe- 
trine,  and  caQied  him  to  be  put  to  death,  and  for 
tbol  act  drew  npoa  himself  tbe  exeoiaiions  of  tbe 
cirilizcU  world. 

It  remnins  for  me  to  *b«w  the  necessity  of 
legislating  upon  this  rabjeet.  Had  oo  difficulties 
arisen  hefetofore;  itad  tbi*  naiual  right  never 
been  denied^  no  snob  neee«*it7  would  exi*t.  Bat 
it  is  tbe  misfortune  of  the  couotrYi  that  eren  a 
obange  of  Qoreroment,  and  fody  years  of  inde- 
pendence, hare  not  been  sufficient  to  eradicate 
oar  deep-rooted  prejudice*  in  faror  of  English 
laws  and  English  doctrines,  howoTar  ineompati- 
bie  with  the  priactples  of  our  free  CoB*titatioa. 
Thty  are  manifest  eren  upon  tbi*  floor,  and  on 
this  Tery  subject.    The  oommoo  law,  in  all  its 

rrorisioa*,  bu  been  the  theme  of  penegyric.  As 
before  obsetrsd,  I  do  not  deny  the  Muiefiu  re- 
snlting  from  the  adoption  of  such  of  its  princi- 
ple* as  are  founded  in  the  laws  of  nature  and  the 
leiton  of  mankind,  and  to  each  even  the  Federal 
Coutitniion  ha*  a  due  r^ard.  [Mr.  Cofs  here 
tud  the  Stb,  €(b,  and  7ih  article*  of  tbe  imend- 


aants  of  tba  OonstiiatloB.]  But  Ibe  right  of  ok- 
patriatioD  ha*  been  denied  in  ezprees  tetms.  It 
was  denied  by  Judge  Slliwortb,  fa  William^ 
«a*ah  2  Dallas  82.  [Mr.  Conn  rend  tbe  ease  at 
length.]  What  eeenrity,  4h*n,  is  thete  that  tbii 
ri^ai  will  not  again  be  denied,  or  what  better 
eridence  can  be  given  tbat  it  will  be  denied  tbm 
tbat  it  has  been  denied  7  Oibet  judgee  bare,  to 
be  sure,  explicitly  adeoJited  it,  and  nmong  iMte 
are  seme  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Conrt. 
Bu  diey  bare  different  ideas  Upon  tbe  snbjeet. 
One  takes  one  view  ef  the  sobjeet.  coneeniiDg 
which  another  enterlilns  donbis.  One  nippooeB 
that  the  rigbi  is  inalienable.  Another  casoot  go 
so  far.  One  thinks  it  may  be  exercised  in  time 
of  wsr.  This  another  denfea.  One  supposes  that 
expatriation  Bbtolves  from  all  allegiance,  sad  that 
tbe  subject  of  It  becotaea  to  all  intents  and  pat- 
poses  a  foieigner.  Another  canoot  go  ao  far. 
One  thinks  that  removal  out  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  taking  the  oath  of  allegiaoce  to  another  Gov- 
srnmeni,  is  Bufficient  evidence  of  tbe  exercise  of 
tbe  right.  Aaolbet  thinks  this  evidence  ioBidB- 
cieot.  Two  of  thsra,  however,  are  explicit  in 
tayiag  there  i*  a  necessity  for  some  general  law 
uiMO  (he  subjecL  [Mr.  Cobb  here  read  manf 
extracts  from  Job  aeon's  case  reported  iu  3  Dat- 
ing for  (be  purpose  of  showing  tbe  difierehce  ef 
opbiion  prevailiBK  among  the  judges^  nod  tbe 
neevaijr  of  legiilating  oa  the  subieotj  I  an 
eeaaibla,  Mr.  Chairman,  Gontinoed  Ur.  C.,  that  1 
have  trespassed  loo  long  upon  tbe  patience  of  tbe 
Committae ;  my  tbauk*  are  due  for  tbe  attenlioa 
they  bare  given  me.  I  cannot,  however,  diemi** 
the  sobject  wilhont  expressing  my  earnest  wish 
tbat  thi*  law  may  be  passed.  It  is  due  from  the 
nature  and  character  of  our  Goverament.  The 
principle  of  tbe  bill  contains  an  assertion  of  oh 
of  the  great  rights  of  man.  In  this  countiy  onlv 
ate  these  right*  now  understood  and  assertea- 
Driven  from  all  other  parts  of  tbe  earth,  here  has 
liberty  erected  her  sUndeid,  and  here  only  has 
she  found  a  refTige.  There  is  a  glimmetlD^  of 
freedom  to  be  sure  in  tbe  Southern  pert  ofonr 
continent,  but  it  is  surrounded  by  the  clouds  of 
ignoraoce  and  sufierstitioo,  whicb  I  much  feai 
will  ultimately  eztioguiab  the  dame.  My  hopes 
are,  however,  that  these  fears  will  be  gronndlesi. 
Need  I  say  tbat  I  am  willing  b^  all  mean*,  eou- 
sisient  with  my  duty  and  lore  for  my  own  coun- 
try, to  aid  tbe  patciola  of  South  America  in  tbe 
struggle  ia  which  they  are  eiigaged  1  I  am  of 
opinion  tbat  the  passage  of  this  law  will  conttl- 
bale  to  their  aid.  It  will  increase  the  facilities 
of  adding  to  (be  streoglh  of  (h«ir  armies,  without 
involving  the  XJoited  Suies  with  Spam,  nnder 
the  treaty  with  that  Power.  By  that  treaty  we 
are  boond  to  restrain  our  citizen*  from  commit- 
ting hosiiliiies  againX  Spain.  We  would  cer- 
tainly not  be  bound  to  reatrain  those  who  are  no 

The  queslioD  was  at  length  taken  on  striking 
out  (he  first  aection  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  hy  a  small  majority. 

The  Commitlee  rose^and  repoited  to  the  House 
this  decision  i  and,  after  refusing  to  adjourn,  or  lo 
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lar  the  UU  on  the  ubl^  ths  quetlioa  wu  ukan 
an  coKcnrriDg  wilh  tha  CommiiiM  in  sirikiitg 
ont  the  trit  section  of  the  bill,  (eomidered  e^vir- 
alent  to  Tqection,)  and  was  dEcided  to  the  affirm* 
•live — reai  70,  nafi  58,  at  followi ; 

Tba* — Mcnn.  Abbott,  Aduns,  Allan  of  Taimont, 
BaUwin,  Ball,  Batbonr  ot  Tirgiaii,  Bajlej,  Baadisr, 
Bknnt,  BaM«  Camptwir,  Cl^ett,  Colium,  Crqger, 
Gnahmaa,  DaillDgtan,  Draka,  Earla,  Edwaida,  BHi* 
MIt,  ErriB  of  Bonlh  Candina,  Folsn,  Hall  of  IMa- 
.ime,  Haaknm^  Harbert,  Hitchoo^,  Hogj  "  * 
of  GMin'lt  HuBliDgtOD,  Lawyer,  Li*ennore, 
IfeLaBa.W.  P.  Maaaj,  Mbit,  Maton  oTBlioia  Idand, 
UaniU,  MiddUUin,  MUU,  Moore,  MotUid,  Hnmlbid, 
J.  NalMtn,  B.  NbUdd,  Ogdan,  Ofia,  On,  Painitt,  Fio- 
dal^  Pleaaanti^  Porter,  Reed,  Bke,  Ridiaida,  Bngclea, 
Sadder,  SerBcant,  Sherwood,  Slocanb,  A.  Snylli, 
Staart,  of  Maryland,  Tanmadge,  Tajlor,  TrimUe, 
WendoTer,  Wtutman.  Witlianu  of  Conneetjcat,  Wil- 
Hbsu  of  New  Tork^  Wilkin,  and  Wtlaon  of  MaMa- 

Nayi— Mum.  Bubar  of  Ohio,  Baaaatt,  Bateman, 
BeUintei,  Bentiett,  Bodeo,  Bntler,  Cobb,  Comitoek, 
Crajfti^  Deaha,  FoiaiUi,  Faller,  Oamett,  Boniaon,  Hen- 
dikfca,  Herkimer,  Herrii^  Heiater,  Holmea  of  Hu- 
aachnaatta,  HnDter,  Irring  of  New  Tork,  Johnaon  of 
Virginia,  Jonea,  Kinaaj,  W.  Madar,  HeCoj,  Morraj, 
T.  M.  Nelaon,  N^itt,  Newton,  Patteraon,  Qnariea, 
Bbea,  Bicb,  Binggold,  Robertaon  of  Kentucky,  Rob- 
ertaon  of  Loouiaaa,  Bampaon,  SaTage,  Sawyer,  8ey- 
bert,  Shaw,  Silabee,  B.  Bmilfa.  Southard,  ^iced,  Span- 
ear,  Stewart  af  North  Carolina,  Btrother.TaTr.TarriU, 
Tompkina,  Toder  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walkar 
Of  Santnckj,  WkiloKde,  ami  Wilaon  of  Pumaylvania. 

The  remaiaing  sections  of  bdj  bill,  after  the 
fii^t  is  ttricken  out,  have  asaally  been  dispoied  of 
bf  ■  motion  of  coarse;  bat,  on  this  occasion,  the 
procedure  was  objected  (o  by  Mr.  Johnbon  of 
Virginia,  and  by  Mr.  RoeBBTaoii,  on  the  groand 
that  ihe  bill  was  yet  capable  of  amendmcDt,  and 
'might  be  ptit  into  a  declaralorr  shape,  or  amended 
in  some  way  to  recognise  (ne  right  (acknowl- 
edged by  all,  bat  coairorerled  by  cerlaio  jadicial 
decisions) of exi»trialion.  TowbomMr.LowNDEB 
replied,  that  the  pioceedioK  now  proposed  was 
nnparlia  me  Diary,  and  would  tend  to  the  utter  cm- 
fusion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Honse,  if  sanc- 
tioned ;  since  there  would  be  no  end  to  any  ques- 
tion, if  it  coold  be  debated,  and  solemnly  decided, 
sod  then  again  debated  and  decided. 

Before  settling  Ihia  mooted  {Mint  of  order^  a 
motion  to  adjourn  finally  prevailed,  after  bemg 
once  or  twice  refUsed. 


MoKVAT,  Marcb  3. 

The  Sfeaxbb  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Kentucky,  on 
the  subject  of  the  boundary  line  between  that 
ISiaieand  the  State  of  Tennessee,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  directinic  the  proceedings  in  Ihe 
Bnpreme  Court  of  the  Uoiied  States,  by  wbicfa 
one  State  baring  a  subject  of  difference  with 
aoolber,  may  have  the  same  lesatly  decided. — Re- 
ferred (o  ibe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Spbaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  petition 


of  CharltoTan  Dyke;  wbieh  ma  nadaal or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  uble. 

The  SptAKER  also  laid  before  tbeHoue  ■  Wt- 
ter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  tratMiujiift 
aUiement  of  the  nanei  of  peraoDi  who  hare  r» 
eeived  public  money  for  paying  the  troea  n 
service  daring  the  late  war,  and  who  hnve  &M 
to  render  their  acconnis  in  obedience  to  ■  renlfr 
tion  of  the  18th  ultimo ;  which  waa  referred  m 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Spukbk  aUo  laid  before  the  Hooaei 
letter  from  Rie bard  Bland  Lee,  Commissiooerif 
Claims,  transmitting  reports  of  the  facta  in  one 
hundred  and  three  eaaea,  all  of  the  State  of  Hew 
York,  with  the  evidence  accompaDyin^  each, 
ukeo  under  a  second  eommiasion,  attended  byi 
special  agent  on  the  part  of  the  United  Scat«. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RoBEBTeon,  of  Louiiiana,  preaented  m  pe- 
tition of  the  Oeneral  Asstmbly  of  the  Si«ie  <A 
Louisiana,  praying  that  the  tides  to  lands  gener- 
ally in  that  part  of  the  said  State  formerly  coin- 
Erised  within  the  prorinee  of  West  Fkotiu,  vavj 
B  confirmed..— Referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Ibe  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  EaB*^  from  the  Committee  on  Penaiou 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  Stephen  Clappj  which 
was  reed,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr,  PLBAeiHTe,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
il Affairs,  reported  a  bill  autboriziog  the  distrf- 
boiion  of  a  sum  of  money  among  the  repreaenta- 
tives  of  Commodore  Edward  Prrid^  and  (he 
officers  and  crew  of  the  brig  Syren ,-  wbiob  wms 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  CommJEte«  of 
Ibe  Whole. 

Mr.  HASiiaoN,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  fot  a 
further  term  of  five  year*  the  penaioni  heretofore 
grsnied  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  offieets 
and  soldiers  who  died  or  were  killed  in  the  late 
war;  which  waa  read  twice,  and  committed  tot 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  T.  M.  NBt.BOH,  tbe  Cob- 
illeeon  Naval  Affairs  and  Ihe  Committees 
Military  Affairs  were  insiructad  ta  inquire  im 
Ihe  expediency  of  amending  tbe  lam  grvniiai 
pensions  to  invalids  so  as  to  require  of  tbe  pea- 
sioners  evidence  of  a  eoatinuaiion  of  tbe  de- 
bility which  entitles  Ihem  to  pensions  at  Ibe  tiat 
ofeaob  applieation  for  tbe  payment  thereof  tad 
to  provide  also  that  whenever  any  pensioner 
sbaU  acecpt  an  appointnteot  of  profit  uiidet  the 
General  Government,  his  pension  shall  eeaae. 

The  Spbaebr  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  lettei 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  ot  Maryland, 
transmitting  a  reaolaiion  of  the  Geneial  Anem- 
bly  of  ibat  State,  respecting  the  selection  and  ap. 
propriatlon  of  a  site  for  the  monnmeni  to  the 
memory  of  Idajor  General  the  Baron  de  KaU^ 
ordered  to  be  ereelad  by  a  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  14tb  October,  1 780,— Referred  w  the  Com- 
mittee of  Waya  and  Means. 

Several  Messages  were  received  from  tbe  Fki- 
eiDBNT  or  TBB  UiiiTHO  Statbb. 
Tbe  fltal  of  said  Measagee  Ja  at  follom: 
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Maiob,  1818. 


EmotuwuKU  tf  CaOeOan. 


TtM  ComniMioiMn  of  tU  tm  OmNWnraU  nadu 
th«  4th  aitiole  of  lbs  Tna^  of  Ghent  hkTing  ooma 
to  •  dseuion  jopon  iho  qoMttooa  mbialtlad  to  thim,  I 
lay  bofcn  Ompen  cqpiM  of  thftt  docuirai,  togetber 
vnih  copiM  of  tha  DwUmtion  rignod  uid  raptntad  1^ 
the  Comnuaioncn  of  thii  OoTernmaDt. 

JAMSS  MONROE. 

WABBiiBTaa,f(finMryS6,  1S18. 
ilecinon  o/i&c  ComnuMMiun  ufiAr  fhtfimrtk  arfi- 

ck  nfthe  TVeatiiofOkmt,  by  Tloooi  Bmtbty  md 

John  Bolmu,B»^. 

Comauanonan,  a^dnlad  by  Tiitna  of  the  fooith 
article  of  Uw  Traaty  of  FsMa  and  Auitj  batwaaa  Bia 
Britnnnic  Hajoat;  and  the  Unitad  StaKa  of  Amoiica, 
eonclndad  at  Qbent,  on  the  twentj-fcnrth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  Ihonaand  eight  hnndred  and  fonrtaen,  to 
decide  to  «rliidi  of  the  two  contnetinB  partiaa  to  the 
uid  treaty  the  aereTal  ialaoda  in  the  Bar  of  Paaama- 
anoddy,  which  ia  part  of  the  Bay  of  Fandy,  and  the 
Uand  of  Grand  Manan,  in  Uw  aud  Bay  of  Pandy,  do 
reapectiTelj  bclonff,  in  caufbtmity  with  the  trne  intent 
at  the  aaeond  article  of  the  Treaft'  of  Paaoa  of  ana 
thomand  aeven  bondred  and  ai^ly-thiM,  betiaaea 
hia  aaid  Britannio  Majaaty  and  the  aibnaaid  Unitad 
0tat«e  of  Ameriea. 

We,  the  aeid  Tbomaa  Banla;r  ud  John  Holmai, 
CtHUDiMoiiaia  m  aJbiaawd.  having  been  do);  nran 
impartialty  toeiamine  and  daddanpon  the  aeid  ctajsa 
oaiwiilhij  to  atuh  etldwce  a*  aboold  be  laid  bafiire  na 
OB  the  pwt  of  Hia  BtttanuB  M^aatj'  aad  Ihe  Doited 
Stetee,  iwpeetifely,  have  decidad  aad  do  deetda^  that 
Hooee  laland,  Dadl^  Uand,  and  Fredaiick  laUnd.  in 
the  Bay  of  Pawatgwod^,  which  ■  pert  of  the  B^ 
of  Pnndy,  do  aid  eech  of  tbem  doaa  belong  to  the 
United  Slataa  of  Amaiica  i  and  we  have  alao  decided 
and  do  daeide,  that  all  the  other  ialanda,  end  each  and 
erwy  of  thea,  in  the  Mid  Bay  of  ~ 


to  bk  add  Britannic  Majaatjr,  in  ooafaai^  with  the 
tnie  intent  of  the  aald  eacend  artiale  of  aaidtiaa^  of 
one  thoWotd  aavaB  hnndied  and  fi|h^'>thraa. 

In  Mlh  and  leati»eiiy  wbaiao^  we  ha*a  aat  our 
handa  and  aflied  oor  aaala  at  the  city  ef  New  Terfc, 
in  the  Bute  of  Naw  Teik,  in  die  United  BCatea,  lUa 
twenty-fonrth  day  of  Hoi«>ibBr,  in  the  year  ef  oar 
Lord  one  thoaaaiid  eight  hundred  and  ■erentecn. 
JOHN  BOLMBB, 
THOa  BABCLAY, 
WttntMi  JAJUa  T.  Abbtui,  Agent,  V.  8.  A. 

Am.  BAncLAi,  Sa^atary. 
Deelarvti»n  of  ikt  CoMnntatmar*  iindet  ihe  fiwik 
orHeU  »f  tkt  TViorfy  of  Ohmt. 


each  of  the  Coamiaaioocr*  ahonld  yield  a  part  of  hii 
indiTidml  opmioni  aevMal  leaaona  indooad  tbam  to 
adopt  tbia  aaaaore,  one  of  which  waa  the  inpreoNM 
and  belief  that  the  navigable  walora  of  the  Bay  of  Fee- 
aamaqooddy,  whieb  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  u  eaid  te 
be  part  of  tbaBayof  Pnndy,  are  oommon  tobothpat- 
tiaa  Ibi  the  pnrpoaa  of  all  lawful  and  direct  eoBann^ 
--^tion  vrith  ihair  own  tarritoriea  and  Ibteign  portf. 

Tbe  ondeiugned  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfM 
reject,  air,  year  obedient  and  bnnble  aarranta, 
JOHN  HOLMES, 
TH08.  BARCLAY. 

Tbe  Hon.  J.  Q.  Aauu,  Saoataiy  of  Btata. 

Tbe  wcond  Maaaage  it  aa  follows: 
7b  the  Bouae  of  Rmttmtaiivu  of  the  Vtaicdatatf! 

I  lay  before  tha  Hoaae  a  report  from  tba  Secrctuj 


tataa  upon  tbe 
Naplea,  in  eonfonnily  with  the  raae- 
Inllon  of  Ihe  Houaa  of  tba  30tb  of  January  laaL 

JAMBS  MOHBOB. 
WiiBiaatto,  Febrvvy  SB,  181B. 
The  third  Meuage  ia  aa  followa : 
7b  the  Oniee  ofB^trttentatiMtoflhe  lAiiied  Statu  i 
I  OMuntwkala  hemwilh  to  die  Hooae  ef  Bepreaen^ 
ativea  a  BO^  of  a  lallar  &onlba  Governor  of  the  State 
SoDih  OatoUna  to  tbe  a 


Naw  ToxE,  Satemhtr  »,  1S18. 
Bin ;  T%e  onderaigned,  CommiaaioRen  appointed 
by  virtne  of  tbe  fontth  artjde  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
have  attended  to  tbe  dofiea  aaaignad  them ;  and  have 
decided  that  Hooae  Uan4  Dudley  Irfand,  and  Freder- 
ick laland,  in  Ae  Bay  AT  Paaaanaqnoddy,  which  ia 
part  of  the  Bay  of  Fnndy,  do  aadi  of  them  baloog  to 
the  Untiad  Statea  ef  Anetioa,  and  Ihet  all  the  other 
Uanda  bi  the  Bay  of  nNaanaqnoddy  end  the  Iriand 
ef  Orand  Menaa,  in  fte  Bay  of  Fnndy,  do  e««h  of 
t^m  belong  to  Hia  Biilaunte  M^aaty,  ia  eonfbini^ 
widi  the  tme  intent  of  the  aecend  artieU  of  the  l^re^ 
of  Peece  af  one  tbooaand  aeven  hnndrad  and  eighty 


eBeeretaiy  of  B 
lonrnala  or  proeee 


with  extract*  fiom  tba  jonrnala  of  procee^ga  in  both 
brandiea  ef  tba  LegiaUture  of  that  Coumonweahfe* 
relaiiva  to  a  propoaed  aaendaMUt  of  the  Ooaatttntion  i 
which  letter  and  estraola  aie  eonnectad  wldi  the  anh> 
jact  of  my  comma  nieaHon  to  Ihe  Bonae  of  tbe  fth 


JAMES  MOHROB. 

AArtMry  17,  1818. 

The  Me*Mi|«8  were  severally  rend,  ind  oidand 
to  lie  «D  (be  table. 

EKOLDMENTB  OF  OOLLBCTORe. 

The  Speaub  laid  before 'ihe  House  ■  rcpoil 
of  Ihe  Secretarv  of  the  Treasary,  in  obedieaceto 
a  reaolation  of  the  28th  of  February,  1817,  k- 
qairing  htm  to  report  wheibcr  any,  and  if  any, 
what  aUeiatiauB  or  modificationa  are  teqaired  to 
be  made  in  the  lereral  acts  fixing  the  emolii- 
meota  of  the  colleclors  of  the  cuiloms,  naval  o£- 
eeta,  aod  aurvey or« ;  which  waa  referred  to  the 
Coinmitlee  of  CommcKe  and  Maonracturei. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

TaaxannT  DiPAnnHrr,  Jim.  8,  ISte. 

In  obe£eneo  to  a  reeolution  of  the  Hoaae  of  Rep- 
raaenUtivea  of  tbe  SSth  of  Febniary,  1817,  reqnfr. 
ing  the  Seenlaiy  of  Ihe  Treaaorv  to  report  to  tha 
HaiHe,at  their  next  eeerion,  "whether  any,  and  If 
any  wba^  altaratione  or  Bodtficationa  are  required  to 
be  made  \a.  tha  aeveral  acta  bdng  the  emolnmania  of 
coUeclora  of  Ihe  cnatoma,  navd  offlcera,  and  nmay- 
on,"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  i 

A  general  «ii»nfe«ent  fcr  regtilathiB  the  emols- 
menli  of  Ihe  oBeeff  of  the  eotloma  throngboni  tba 
United  Stalaa,  aecocdlDg  to  tiie  aarvieaa  wbkh  they 


wU^^Mjara  ankjeeted,  and  to  other  dwamataweaiv 
ealonUted  to  ban  aa  inflnwrr  apan  a  MbjeM  at  lUi 
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SxpaMatim. 


AaMoglkMi 


toMTform  thair  dotiw. 

rmnnn fling  opoa  IhMt  prndplc^  II  will  be  dUoar- 
and  that  Oie  •nwlBinaiiti  af  Hie  aoUMtan  ia  tba 
Southern  Stats*  mut  DocMSaiilj  be  hiKber  than  in  Oa 
Moitbern,  er  arsn  in  the  Middle  Stalaa. 

In  Using  the  ctnnmuiioiu  of  the  collaeton  of  Boa- 
ton,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  NorfUk, 
CharieaioB,  SaTannah,  and  Kew  Oriean*,  for  the  pur- 
poaa  of  enabBits  them  reapeettrelj  to  leeeiTe  the  max- 
unnm  of  the  amehinenla  to  which  thcrf  are  lidiiled 
bj  the  exiftiiit  Uwa,  I  ba*e  bain  infloeiiced  not  only 
by  the  cireamalaBM*  which  hare  been  already  ei- 
uUined,  bat  aleo  by  the  ooniidaTBtioii  that  in  thoie 
porta  the  whole  time  and  attmliou  of  the  ooUecten 
are  equally  reqniied  for  the  prapei  tliacha»t»  of  their 
daCi*(>  The  principal  diSerenee  between  them  con- 
■wta  in  the  greater  or  leaa  e^andituie  of  numey  in 
dark  liire,  which  in  all  af  them  will  ba  paid  ont  of  the 


B  reeeipta  of  that  year.  The  great  amoant  of 
ine  reTenne  eriaing  front  the  ctutoDu  doring  that  year 
noet  be  eonatantly  kept  in  Tiew,  to  avoid  (ha  danger 
of  orereitiiBeting  the  enolnDaenti  to  wbidi  eodeetora 
•f  die  porta  neit  in  grade  to  thoae  which  have  been 
atanvraied  will  be  antitM.  The  reeeipta  ftom  the 
eotianiB  far  that  7«bi  bave  bean  aioeTtalaed  to  exceed 
9MtMO,M0 ;  wbneaa,  thoae  of  raoceedlnf  yean  are 
•aOiiiBtad  at  •M,00»,OM.  TlieTe  nut,  tbefcfoie,  be 
nada  a  ladoetien  in  the  cosmihaieDi  (4  that  year,  in 
Oe  ptapwtion  of  aixtaaa  to  tUrty«x,  In  order  to  a»- 
estain  the  commiiaionj  for  any  aetiei  of  aneeeadTe 
yeaiB,  at  the  aame  rata  of  oommiaBon. 

Taking  thii  rale  of  calcnlatian  for  onr  gnide,  I 
pemiadad  that  the  rata  of  commiaaion  propoae^ 
.!._  _._.         it  which  ■ccompaniei'lhia  report  will  not 


In  many  of  the  amall  parts,  where  aalatiat  ar 
lowed  not  only  to  the  na'ral  officen  and  surrnora,  bnt 
to  the  oollectora,  no  information  is  potsesaed  e: 
that  which  is  presented  by  comparing  the  groaa  am 
of  their  reoeipis  with  the  receipt*  of  other  oScen  of 
the  nnie  daia,  where  reTenne  to  noariy  the  aame 
amonnt  la  aectued.  This  rale  innat  neceesarity  be 
inperfoet,  but  it  ia  hoped  that  the  local  knowledge  of 
the  member*  of  the  difirent  seetian*  of  the  Union 
BH7  ooneet  the  ineqnahtiai  likely  to  remit  from  that 
imperfootioni 

The  etMWf  temptation  to  ennggUnk  which  U  pre- 
aented  through  the  whola  sztant  of  mu  inland  fron- 
tier, and  the  small  auDait  of  the  foe*  and  tommla- 
non*  which  an  T*c^*ad  in  the  diatiiola  into  which 
that  tina  of  ooi  frontiai  is  distribntad,  ha«,  fom  the 
Iwit  information  wUch  hai  bean  obtained,  rendered  it 
neoaesary  to  ineiaase  the  mlariei  of  the  odleotnre  of 
thoae  diatiicta. 

Id  relation  to  thanaTaloffioersaiid  earrajorai 
CTutoma,  there  «au  be  no  diScnlty  in  datemuning  that 
their  emolument*  are  generally  an  inadaqnale  ooi^en- 
aalion  for  the  satricea  which  Ih^  render. 

IlislhaMfonreapeelfidlyMopoBtd  that  the  leea  of 
office  ba  ganatally  ineteaaaJ  twent^ve  par  ce 
■pen  the  ratal  now  aalaUiahed  by  law. 

It  i*  also  proposed  that  the  foes  reeeiTed  by  the  eat 


ioDith,  and  the  snmyor  oaa-fiAh  ot  ihawjiai»i  ul 
nffira  rant,  Ael,  and  staliOMiy  of  tha  cwmm^h»^u^. 
All  af  wkich  is  renteetftUJy  anbnittod. 

WM.  H.  CRAWTOW. 

EXPATRIATION. 

Mr.  JoflitsoH,  of  Virginia.  HDbmitted  somcy- 

ditioaal  renutrln  on  the  sBbjnt,  sad,  afiet  a- 

pressing  the  regret  be  sbonld  feet   if  the  Hook 

during  a  season  so  auapicioui  to  a  emndid  drcs- 

ioD,  were,  by  the  course  it  sboald  adopt  on  thii 

lubjeci,  led  lo  ao  erroneous  construction  htn- 

after  of  its  sennmentx  on  ihe  right  of  expauik- 

[ioD  J  and  idiiods  thai  it  shoald  not  b«  dismistej 

ichont  tlie  decJaraiion  of  some  affiroiaiire  opia- 

in  thereon,  that  would  prereut  eaoh  a  miseo* 

■truetioD,  moved,  by   way  of  aaiaadin«ot,  lii 

following  lubaiitnte  [or  the  renainioff  aectioa  « 

ihe-bilJ : 

That  whereaa  sandry  panene,  who  had  baan  citi 

■  of  the  United  Blalea  of  America,  and  ytha   hk 

«nrci*ed  the  right  af  dlseolnng  (he  eeuMnom  wktid 

bonnd  diim  to  tha  Uidled  States  hi  the  A»amatm  a 

nil  in*  III,  by  T^onlanly  and  teftfady  haniiiiig   «k» 

or  siUtjeeta  of  other  Oorerameata,  ha«*  bM 


this  ri^t,  and  for  which  ciltaMe  only  woald  be  am* 
nahle  In  tlia  said  ooarta.  And  wlutcas  in  tha  Dacb- 
lalfon  <a  Indapandeaea  of  the  tUrteea  UnitH]  Stal« 
of  America  the  fldlowing  ttviha  am  h«M  fa*  ba  mtt 
etident:  nu  aB  man  are  ontudafaal;  ibat  Ui«y 
ere  endowed  by  Ant  Creator  with  OMtain  inafiaoabl* 
ri^to;  that  aamg  dwae  areUt^BMrty.andlfceniaB- 
anit  of  bi^pinais)  thsretea  be  it  MMtai.  and  tt  ia 


da  poaaaH  Iba  light  lo  aeek  their  happineaa  in  any 
la  and  nnder  any  fan  of-  garetBrnaat  tbey  mi? 
;  and  that,  cMuequauly,  thati^l  tnaaoalnaf 
ociMa  whieh  binds  tha  iadindoal  to  tha  OonaiB- 
of  tha  United  Blataa,  in  the  charaolac  of  ciliM, 


eqaaltr  adtairideBt." 

Hr.  CoLflToH,  of  Virginia,  nowd  tfaai  At 
whole  subject  be  indeflaiieir  PoMpmed. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  of  North  Carolina,  snid,  thai 
as  tt  bad  been  anoouaced  from  the  Chair  that  ihi 
meriis  of  the  original  bill  were  now  open  for 
discusiioD,  be  should  venture  to  trespass  on  the 
attenlionoftheHoiiaea'fevmoinenia.  Hcahould 
not,  however,  oc«any  mora  time  of  the  Hatise, 
thhn  if  a  limit  had  been  assigned  him.* 

When  the  subject  was  first  inlroducod  hr  tbc 
gentleman  fiooi  Louisiana,  I  thoogbt  it,  said  Mr. 
W.  a  measure  of  iodifferaot  concern.  Ilnppeard 
to  me  equatlf  nnimporiaat  whether  it  wna  adopt- 
ed or  rejected  by  the  House;  r<»,  accordiog  to 

■  Mr.  Williams  had  teqnaated  to  be  infoaiad  by  tht 
Chak  whettsr  it  wnnld  be  in  order  to  disenaa  tbsiaiee- 
tion  first  •obmitwd  by  the  gentlBBan  fam  Leniainaa- 
The  Spe^ar  repUed  that  ganHeman  might  laka  jqtf 
••  wide  a  range  in  the  debate  a*  they  ahoold  ihiat 
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tk»  imprMMOiu  Ihaft  smb  my  aitnd,  vary  liltk 
food  or  vbduef  eoiM  Sol*  from  it.  Bai  Nib*»~ 
qneat  tefieetwn  luu  eoB*iiM«d  me  tint  k  ii  > 
in««MU«  of  HfioDi  iiD|K>rlKiic»— tbat  il  will  be 
"  the  direful  sprhig  of  woes  Qnaambered"  to  oar 
coontry.  Heice  f am  irapeJled  bvs  aeMeoTAntf 
to  offer  m  Tievt  opoa  ibe  BiillDee^  UoBcft  ike 
aUevipt  will  be  rflry  mveh  agaiMt  mjr  pieviow 
deteraunaUaii. 

Wlwt  oecaoion  ia  there  for  a  lav  ineli  as  ia  now 
propoeed?  We  have  gottea  on  wtrj  welt  ia  oar 
actional  eaieer,  without  the  aid  or  M&cfit  of  anjr 
iBMMare  of  iha  land.  Oar  fella w-eitixeaa  have 
improTed  in  tke  kaowledge  and  pneiice  of  agri> 
DullorojeoiBiiMnieliat  ^read  iu  aaila orer  eTerjr 
aca,  and  ficUtd  to  the  TreaHirr  it*  ralnaUe  re- 
turoa;  maooliMlwiageitabliihnaatahaTeapnug 
wp  in  raenr  paiu  of  the  conntry.  and  leem  to  fa« 
fixed  on  a  basia  not  to  be  abalten ;  ■  taste  for 
learning  and  the  ine  aria  haa  rapidlr  adraoeed. 
In  abort,  oar  proeperirf  is  unriTdled  and  napre- 
nedented  in  the  hiatotr  of  the  world.  From  small 
iNginniDgs,  ae  a  aatioo,  we  hare  grown  to  be  a 
neat,  a  powetfnl,  and  uppr  people;  and  all  this 
aw  liappened  wilhoat  the  iaterrentioo  of  sneh  a 
law  as  ia  prowMtd  by  the  gentleman  from  Lotiie- 
iana.  Hr.  W.  said,  that  in  Us  iadivjdaal  asmU 
aa  legialatire  eapaeity,  he  was  always  saflsfiri  to 
d6  weU  in  the  porilive  degree ;  that  lie  ahoald  aot 
bold  bimsalf  gnilibaa  were  be  to  atienpt  to  do 
ietteTf  nnleaa  perfcetly  eoiTiaeed  that  he  shonM 
be  saeceaafal.  Will  any  gentleman  ttndanaie  to 
became  spoatot  Ua  the  aacecsa  of  this  measarel 
Will  he  laterpoee  himself,  like  a  goardian  angd, 
aad  defend  ns  acainst  all  the  pemkions  effects 
whiofa  ma^  reault  from  the  eoatemplated  ehanfc 
io  oiu  nalional  aitknde  1  I  preauoe  noL  Titeo, 
sir,  I  aa  nnwilling  to  eoter  on  ao  hazardoiu  an 
enterprise  ;  I  am  nitwiUiBg  to  adopt  any  measure, 
wbicb,  when  it  ia  beheH  tfaro^h  the  riata  of 
fatatity— when  viewed  ia  all  ita  Mmoie  coase<- 
qBeneea— daea  not  appear  perfcetly  haimle**. 
Wa  noweqjoy  happineaa  ia  a  hi^h  degree  pea 
itin  aikd  ocrtaio.  If  we  paaa  tfaia  bilL  we  bare 
no  naaaiaBoe  of  beiag  rradered  man  bap^,  bat 
a  probaUlity  of  beiag  roidered  mofe  aahappy. 
To  give  a  eatiaiaiy  &•  an  aaecnaioty  is  at  war 
with  aU  the  taaiims  of  commoa  seaae  in  pablic 
aa  well  aa  petvaiAliift  and  Ihia  alone  would  deter- 
mine me  againat  the  bUL 

Wba  wania  tbia  btU—lbe  Tinnans  or  the  vi 
oiona?  LetmeBMbanuaaaderslood,aaidMr.W.j 
when  I  aak  wbo  waata  tbia  bill,  it  ia  not  intended 
to  immita  any  impropai  motive  to  the  genHemaa 
faom  IjoaisiaDa,  (Ur.  BoaanraeM,)  ar  the  gen- 
tlcmaa  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  JoBxaoN.)  I  know 
tbeee  geotlemea  too  well,  not  to  be  eoavineed 
that  they  are  incapable  of  any  improper  motive. 
With  tOBSB  gtntmaen  I  am  happy  to  aet  in  coo- 
oert  on  moat  qnestiona  before  tltia  Honae.  Like 
tkem  I  moat  on  idl  ocaaaiooa  diaeharge  what  I 

coaeider  to  be  mydntyrMd  eonaeqtuotly 

aometimea  difier  fiom  thett.  TbctefM*  I 
it  will  be  eonsiilered  an  beaatt  difleraoce  of 
foa  only,  and  not  a  dt^oritioa  to  impnte  < 
wben  i  aafcywiiD  wanie  this  biU>)    Tba  gencU- 


H.9WK. 


eean  faam  Lenltiana  or  Virginia  do  not  wmtl— 
either  of  them  wonU  diwbio— 1«  (akeadvaUage 
of  it.  Docs  any  other  honorable  gentleaBan  in 
thiaHogse  waat  iti  No.  Doea  any  honest  Ar- 
mer,  |riantar,  merchant,  meoiiaaie,  lawyer,  or  jitf- 
sioian,  want  it  1  No.  Every  honeet  mas  in  the 
eouniry,  of  whatever  oeenpatioa  or  pamrit  be 
may  be,  wonld  disdain  to  beeome  the  ben^otary 
of  Ibis  meaatire.  On  the  ooatrary,  he  woald  ab- 
jure the  man  who  weald  take  adraotage  of  it: 
oe  'WOQld  bold  bim  nnworlhy  of  the  dignity  atid 
Ueeaings  attending  (he  eonditten  of  a  free  ma»— 
aa  anfit  for  ad f^ve rotten t,  and  altogether  pra- 
paud  for  the  aeridien  of  tyiaony.  I  talie  it  inen 
for  granted,  that  it  is  not  the  Tiitnoon,  bat  tbe 
vioions  (if  then  he  any  such)  who  would  ^ail 
ihomeelvea  of  tbe  ben^ts  of  ibis  mfuiin.  Now, 
sir,  is  it  right  that  we  sbootd  legislate  for  them ; 
that  we  shoald  pass,  for  the  beaefit  of  the  viuena, 
a  law  which  may  involve,  if  nol  aaerifiee,  ^ 
iaterest  of  every  other  man  in  the  eonmanity  ? 
If  the  iatereat  only  of  the  vicioua  and  abandoned 
is  concerned  in  the  iaane  of  ihia  qneation,  let  aa 
atop  all  farther  proondiagaj  for  their  intenat  ia 
not  worth  to  ihe  nation  one  moment  of  tke  time 
of  Ihia  Hotue. 

But  if  tbe  ioteccria  of  all  elaases  were  eoa- 
eeraed,  and  tbe  meaaare  was  tbenby  rendered 
ao  object  of  national  importanee,  we  ahoald  be 


W.iald  be  heartily eea- 
cnrred  wit&  gentleoMn  who  had  takea  thie  aK< 
ception,  beoaiue  in  no  pan  of  the  OonalitKlion 
had  he  been  able  to  diacovet  aDyihiag  aathorizing 
tha  axeiaise  of  sueb  a  power.  There  were  rea- 
aoBs  for  granting  oertun  powers  in  the  CoaatUo- 
licm,  and  thore  were  otbai  reasons  for  not  graat- 
iDc  other  powers.  The  first  rensos  wUah  alHufc 
him  as  being  likely  to  have  inflneaeed  i)m  Cob- 
rention  not  to  grant  power  in  this  reapee^  is,  that 
tbe  power  of  l<K:omotion,  or  tbe  right  of  expattia- 
tion,  is  one  of  tboee  nataialBild  iaalienaUe  ngbia 
which  yoo  eannot  regalaU  withont  eireams^ib- 
ing  ii  WtU  micbt  tbe  eonvcatioD,  aodei  this 
view  of  tbe  oaaa.liave  taAiaed  to  invest  Cotaneaa 
with  the  power  of  legialation.  It  ia  one  of  the 
fifsi  laws  of  our  aatufe  that  man  shall  punnie  hie 
anbataatial  happiaaea,  hia  own  beat  good,  and,  to 
whatever  <inarter  of  the  globe  he  may  be  invitad 
by  his  desire  for  bis  happiaesa^  or  a  wish  to  pro- 
mote his  iateiest,  tbilber  he  hkui  be  at  liberty  to 
go.  The  Conitiiutioa  sa^  all  power  not  dele- 
gated to  Congreas  or  prohibited  to  tba  Slates^  is 
reserved  to  the  States  reapeetively  or  to  the  peo- 
ple. The  light  of  ezpairiatien  then  mast  be  n- 
aerved  lo  the  people,  aa  it  ia  not  dalqpaied  to  CoB- 

I'resa  or  prohlbiled  to  the  Buitea.  On  ao  other 
ooting' could  the  ooaventita  hare  left  it,  beaanae 
it  woald  have  been  ODsafe  to  invest  Congreaa 
or  tha  Slate  L»iaUtarea  with  a  power  to  refill 
late  01  eoBltol  lU  Take,  for  enmple,  a  eaee, 
which  micbt  freqaently  b^pea.  You  say  yoor 
eitiztna  aball  not  expau 


expaiiiate  tbemaelvH  with- 


ont compliance  with  certain  established  forma ; 
they  luiai  go  before  a  jodge  or  mag^atnte  aad 
formally  lenonitee  thatr  aflaglaaee  to  tba  Oor- 
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crtttaent  of  tha  nailed  StatM.  Fiom  tUs  mo- 
tMDt,  and  not  Man,  ther  are  at  Ubtrty,  bf  the 
proriaions  of  thi*  bill,  to  leare  the  eonatty.  At 
praMitt  e* erf  one  of  onr  ciiizena  is  free  to  <!ei«ri 
wkenaocrer  he  pleaaea.  Bat,  ptta  thU  bill  and 
he  will  be  ttitramed.  When  he  wanti  to  leaTe 
the  eoantrr,  pethe^  in  iwenlf-foor  honn,  he 
nnit  tnTei  two  at  three  hundred  milei;  preMot 
hinuelf  before  the  jadge  or  other  offioei  whom 
yon  may  deeignale,  and  fermally  lenonnee  hit 
allegiance  to  the  Ghirernment.  In  ihit  ease,  is 
BOl  the  right  of  expatriation  abridged  1  Is  not 
the  citizen  citcnmtcribed  in  ihe  exercise  of  the 
right  1  There  are  manr  other  ways  in  which 
tlia  light  may  be  impaired,  or  the  exercise  of  it 
eireanseribedby  Ihe  operation  of  sneb  a  law  at 
the  one  now  proposed.  Id  the  iDsinnee  mentioned, 
it  mntt  be  obvions  to  every  one,  that,  instead  of 
eoaflrmiag  and  eatabliahing  the  right,  or  facili- 
taiiDK  10  the  citixen  the  exercise  of  it,  yon  tnb- 
jeet  him  to  restraint  and  inconvenience. 

The  framers  of  the  Constitnlion  would  also 
have  found  iniepamble  objections,  against  the 
exercise  of  thii  power  by  CongieiB,  from  the  na< 
tare  vt  onr  political  inetitniions.  We  bsve  a 
Qmeral  Government,  for  general  purpose*,  and 
Slate  govenimeol,  for  special  purposes.  Oar 
political  sytlem  is  not  complete,  it  is  Irae,  bat  yet  it 
will  be  found  harmonions  in  all  its  parts;  any- 
thing therefore  which  tends  to  interrapt  Ihe  har- 


of  the  United  States  tan,  the  aumben  at  Coo- 
in  each  Suu  shall  be  eloeied  br  ihcw*. 
qnalifled  to  rote  for  members  or  t*< 


il  wiih  the  system  itself.  The 
allegiance  of  the  citizen  is  due  not  only  to  the 
Ooremment  of  the  United  Slates,  bnt  to  the  gor- 
•nmrat  of  the  perlioalar  Bute  in  which  he  may 
reside.  It  was  vary  satisraotonly  shown  the 
other  day  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Pixdall)  that  if  Congreu  sbonld  pas*  a  law 
givin|;  to  ihe  citizen  the  power  of  renooncing  his 
allegiance  to  the  Oeneral  Government,  it  wonld 
not  at  the  sane  time  enable  him  to  rnnonnce  hit 
ailegianee  to  the  Slate  Government.  Pass  this 
bill,  then,  and  you  have  presented  to  yon  the 
■ttange  anomaly  of  a  citizen  renoanclng  hit  aile- 
gianee to  the  General  Government,  bat  yet  re- 
maiaing  bonnd  in  allegiance  to  the  State  Oor- 
emment.  The  Conslilution  of  the  United  States 
says  "ihe  citizens  of  anr  State  shall  beciilzent 
of  the  respeelive  Stalee."  If  yon  pass  this  bill,  a 
person  may  renoanee  hie  allegiance  to  the  Geo- 
eral  GoTemment,  bnt  yet  he  will  remain  a  citizen 
of  the  State  in  wbioh  he  may  reside,  and  conse- 
qoenlly  of  the  United  Stales.  It  appears  to  me 
a  strange  iacon^nity,  n  downright  nbsnrdily  in 
politics  and  legislation,  that  a  man  should  n- 
BOOBce  hit  allegiance  to  the  General  OoTernmenl, 
and  consequently  to  the  United  States,  bat  yet, 
by  the  eontlitntion  of  any  Bute  over  which  we 
bare  no  control,  he  thonid  remain  a  citizen  of 
that  Bute  and  couseqnenlly  of  the  United  Butes. 
Sneh  absurdity  will  evinee  most  elearly  that  the 
framers  of  the  ConttitntioB  never  intended  that 
Congress  should  eiaroisa  the  power  for  wtaleb 
the  advneatee  of  tUs  lull  now  contend.  Bnt 
there  is  another  abenrdlty  attending  it.  still  more 
etl^tioaable  ^mI  tengerous.    The  CoiMituiinii 


numerons  binnrii  of  the  Legislatore  in  ihaiSiak. 

In  North  Carolina  every  free  man  lAa  bat 
paid  tax  ha*  the  ri^^t  to  vote  for  ntenben  «I  the 

namerons  branch  of  out  Legialatnre.  TUs, 

a  great  and  iacaiimable  rl^ht,  of  which  I 
think  we  may  deservedly  boast.  The  right  i( 
safirage  with  u*  is  not  limited  to  frechoidca 
alone,  as  in  tome  Sutet.  In  the  exercise  of  the 
right,  I  hi^  we  never  shall  be  reetiained  otUb- 
lied,  bnt  at  the  expense  boih  of  onr  treaenn  aal 
oat  blood.  1  know,  sir,  that  the  people  wbem  i 
have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent  nerer  eaa. 
nor  ever  will  consent  to  any  limjtarion  of  tk 
right  of  saffrage,  as  seenred  to  ihem  by  thm  Ca» 
ttitution  of  then  own  State,  and  «aaranued  bf 
the  Conatitotion  of  the  United  Slates;  Thtf 
bold  it  to  be  an  invalDabla  right,  and  in  ita  dt- 
fence  (hey  wonld  saeriiee  Ulcu  lives  and  liieii 
fortunes.  I  also  know,  Bir,  that  the  oitizens  a 
that  State  are  honorable  and  vittneiu^  t\kmi  no 
a  man  in  that  commnnilv  wonU  avail  liinieel 
of  the  benefiu  (if  indeed  they  can  be  calbt 
sneh)  of  this  meatnre.  Bat,  tnppose  acitizentf 
North  Carolina  shoald  renounce  his  allefiuKi 
to  the  Gorerement  of  the  United  States,  aoeoi^ 
ing  10  ibe  ptovieions  of  this  bill.  Snppoee  ht 
should,  Botwiihstandias  ihat  rennneiation,  ohoo« 
to  remain,  bound  in  ailegianee  to  the  Slate  of 
North  Carolina,  and  eoBsequenily  a  eiiixea  ti 
that  State.  Although  be  might  hare  reoooaeed 
bis  allegiance  to  the  QenmJ  OoreniDeii^aad 
have  bMome  a  foreigner  with  regard  to  the  Uai- 
led  States,  yet  he  would,  u  a  eitizeB  of  Hot^ 
Carolina,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  evcr[  election  for 
members  of  Congrets,  and  (o  patticipaM  faUy  in 
all  the  national  coneerni.  Yon  have  then  pe^ 
sented  to  you  another  strange  anomaly,  of  a  citi- 
zen participating  fnlly  in  all  the  concerns  of  tht 
very  Government  which  he  has  renonaeed,  ui 
to  which  he  hat  solemnly  declared  he  will  m 
longer  be  subjected.  This  consequeace  yoaca» 
not  iveelude;  and  it  it  at  variance  with  all  sw 
notinns  of  the  piincipk*  of  self-gaverBineiit.  Wt 
proceed  upon  the  iaea  that,  at  onr  citizeasaK 
■nteretted  in  the  Gorernment,  they  therrfm 
hare  a  tight  to  participate  ia  ita  coiteeras.  fi« 
by  Ihe  operafion  of  this  hi  U,  after  aBys«eAai 
renonnccd  the  Government;  mftet  ha  ha*  sol- 
emnly declared  to  the  world  that  ho  hat  no  in- 
terest in  it,  and  will  no  longer  be  subject  to  it,  he 
is  still  allowed  to  partake  of  its  eooBeraa  aad 
■hare  in  its  management.  Sneh  reanlta  are  iaar. 
itable  and  unavnidable,  and  prove  the  impracli- 
eabilily  of  the  measure  from  whiah  they  wonld 
Bow. 

The  gentleman  from  Louitiami  (Mr.  Roaur- 


aox)  who  iairodneed  thi*  bill;  the  gentli 
from  Virginia  (hlr.  Jouiboii)  who  ha*  adTo> 
cated  it,  and  all  the  other  gentlemen,  who  have 
taken  that  aide  of  the  qncetion,  cooeor  ia  the 
opinion  that  the  meatnre  is  nceeesary  for  the 
good  of  oar  fiHom-dtixau I  What,  elrl  vUl 
onr  fhltow^itixeu  thank  n*  for  mafcing  iImb 
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foreiffntnl    Will  tbvy  fed  gnttfd for  the 


paj  Ibmn  in  MppouBj  Ifaer  aie  mi 
tired  of  oor  bappy  eoonltv  tbat  ihcy  wiab  to  b*- 
eome  mlieoi  7  BhaJl  wa  Wwre  tbat,  like  ebil- 
dren,  tbey  an  niftitai  with  Bweeimeatt,  and 
wish  to  taste  tke  bitternesi  of  dNpoiiim?  No, 
air,  I  cuDot  believe  tbia,  for  I  oaTe  already 
•boirn  that  no  honoraUe  mao  in  tliese  Btato, 
ao  ▼iTtDoai  eitixen  of  tbe  eommaaitjr,  eai  or 
Drill  take  adraataga  of  aajwieb  law,  tbat  tbe 
Tieioiu  and  abaadoaed  are  tbo  onljr  pereosB  who 
-will  avail  ibemselTee  of  its  beaeflia.  Bat,  if  any 
r«Bp«euiUe  claaa  of  oor  wMiely  aboold  be  di*- 
poMd  to  alieaaie  tbeiuelref,  tbe  fact  of  their 
doisg  so  proves  tbe  abeurdil;  of  the  law.  You 
profcaa  to  ksialaie  for  tin  bcoefit  of  yonr  own 
•itizeni,  bat  uieae  beaefits  eoDvert  four  citixena 
into  foreinen.  Yoa  on^ hi  (o  It^ulate  for  the 
good  of  uioeewbo  remam  in  the  eoaatrr  and 


thoaa  who  leave  tbe  eonntry  and  become  lofeign- 
•rs.  1  have  alwa.yi  ondcntood  that  tbe  bati*  of 
coereet  legielation  ia  a  reoiptocation  of  benefit*; 
that  ie,  the  Qoveramaat  beetowa  a  benefit  on  the 
eilixea ;  the  eiiisen  in  reltrm  besiowi  a  benefit  on 
the  Qovemmant;  bat,  by  the  operation  of  this 
bill,  tha  Govcrninent  Wtowa  a  benefit  on  tbe 
eitixan,  whioh  benefit  eooverta  him  into  a  for- 
eignnr,  and,  ipaa  fiieto,  plaeea  hiio  in  a  aitnatioB 
in  which  he  eao  make  no  beaefioial  ratarnsto 
GoTemmaai.  Sir,  let  it  not  be  -  aaid  agaia,  that 
in  paaaiBff  thit  bill  we  iMJdale  for  tbe  food  of 
oar  fella w-eitisena.  On  tne  eonirarj^,  we  l^is- 
lata  them  oni  of  political  eziatence  in  ev  own 
•onntry ;  we  convert  them  into  iliene ;  we  legi*- 
late  for  foreigaera,  and  thereby  deairoy  the  very 
baaia  of  nil  legtaUiioo,  beeanae  we  beatow  a  ben- 
efit and  receive  nothing  in  reittto.  Tbia  ia  ano- 
ther of  tboae  ineongtnooB  clectB  likely  to  flow 
from  the  paaaage  of  ihia  bilU 

Bat  the  priaeiple  of  the  bill  ia  frai^ht  with 
the  aeeda  of  ditsolniion  to  all  human  aoeiety. 
Hare,  air,  let  me  not  be  mianndertlood ;  I  have 
more  than  once  already  avowed  that  I  adroit  the 
tifht  of  eipalriaiion.  There  ia  no  ccBtlcmaii  in 
thia  Honae  a  atroager  advoeaie  for  the  right  than 
myaair.  Bui  I  admit  ii,  on  the  prineiide  laid 
down  in  the  Conatitation,  which  ia  eonaiaient 
with  the  peace  of  the  world  and  the  geod  of 
ounkiBd.  The  prineiple  usnmed  by  ihu  bill  ia 
aa  anaonttilMioaal  as  it  ia  ineoniiatent  with  the 
peace  of  bnman  Micieiy,  aad  Iherefora  I  object 
loiu 

The  gentleman  from  SoDth  Carolina,  (Ur. 
Lowanaa,)  when  eonleadiag  againat  the  ncoea- 
aity  for  Icjpilation  on  thii  saEject  on  Friday,  mid 


the  lif  bt  of  expatriation         „    

" — •-■— : —  .  ^^^  ,j|^  ■eatimenta  of  the  Amer* 


^  larecogniaed 

'  CoDttilntioB  ;  tbnt  the  aeatimentaof  the. 

'  icaa  people  in  relaiion  to  that  right  were  clearly 
'  dedDeiUe  from  the  proviaioa  in  the  Conttim- 
'  tion  giving  Coagtm  the  pwrei  to  pass  uniform 
'bweof  Bataralintira."  Sir,  I  waa  pleated  to 
hear  that  geotlenMa  ofake  ibe  observation,  be- 
eaut,  from  the  well  known  aentcsesa  with  which 
he  viewa  all  aahjeeia,  I  waa  atliafied  it  mnti  have 
CMtiderable  weiglit  in  the  dcciaioa  to  be  pro- 


sltengthened  the  opinion  I  ihJMi  formed,  aad 
it  ia  with  aomc  aorprise,  I  have  nndetatood,  that 
donbla  are  yet  entertained  aa  to  tbe  dittinctiteaa 
or  aofficiency  of  tbat  provision  of  tbe  Cooitita- 
tion.  To  my  mind  there  can  be  no  donht.  Tba 
Conatiiotion  declares  "  tbat  CoogreM  shall  have 
power  lo  pacB  naiform  lawa  of  natnralizatian." 
The  conveoiion  woold  never  have  ddegated  such 
a  power,  nnleas  It  had  been  ri^  in  their  estima- 
tion that  it  aboold  be  eseroiaed.  Congrea^  par- 
saaat  to  (bis  delegalioo  of  power,  have  passed 
"laws  of  natonlintion."  If  it  ia  HfAt,  than, 
that  such  laws  ahonld  be  pasaed,  it  i»  r^gw  that 
foreifaeri  should  leave  their  native  coautry,  aad 
become  the  sot^ccta  of  natoralization  aooording 
to  the  lawa  we  may  have  paaaed.  If  it  is  r^t 
that  foreignen  alMrald  leave thdrnaliTeconatry, 
and  become  natmaliied  eitizcas  of  Che  United 
States,  it  ia  anqoaationably  right  thai  they  ahotdd 
expairiaie  themselves.  The  dootrine  of  expat- 
riation, aad  the  smtimeat^of  the  American  paa- 
]rio  in  regard  to  it,  are  ao  plainly  isferrible  foua 
this  provuion  of  the  Constiiation,  that  it  wonld 
be  a  waste  of  lime  to  enter  more  at  large  inia 
thia  part  of  the  diaeniaion.  For  carlaiali'  ao 
geatleman  will  say  or  think  Ihat  it  wonU  ba 
wrong  for  foreigner*  to  expatriate  themselves, 
when  ovt  naMralisatioD  law*  invite  them  to  do 
ao.  It  ia  not  necessary,  then,  thatweahonldpoaa 
any  taw  in  order  to  announce  more  diatioctly  lo 
the  world  our  sentimeata  on  the  subject. 

While  we  all  agreeae  to  the  right  of  expatria- 
tion ;  while  we  admit  that  it  is  natural  and  ioa- 
lieeable,  we  may  yet  diScr  aa  to  the  mode  in 
which  it  i*  to  be  exerciacd,  and  the  time  when  il 
i*  to  attach  to  tbe  indiridnal  claiming  it.  For 
my  part,  I  think  tbe  principle  assnmed  in  thn 
Coaaiitaiton  the  only  atfe  and  correct  rule. 

The  great  difiercnce  between  gentleoMn  on 
tba  other  aide  of  the  question  and  myself  i*  this, 
thai  they  go  beyond  the  priaeiple  laid  down  ia 
the  Coostitniion,  white  I  wiab  to  be  eonfiaad 
within  ita  limits.  They  say  Ihat  the  right  of 
expatriaiion  attaches  to  the  individnal  upon  hi* 
leavfag  hia  native  couairy ;  we  contend,  oa  iha 
other  hand,  that  the  right  altaehea  not  amia  hia 
leaving  his  native  conncry,  bnt  upon  his  besoM- 
ing  the  citizen  or  anbject  of  the  ooaatry  to  whioh 
1m  may  have  goae.  The  differenae  aetweea  as 
than  is  as  to  the  point  of  time  at  which  tbe  right 
attaches^  and  um  as  to  tbe  axisieoce  of  the  right 
itself. 

Hr.  W.  said,  he  aapposed  it  woold  be  readily 
admilted  tbat  il  wa*  neceawry  every  hnmu  be- 
ing shanld  ba  subject  to  the  laws  of  some  soclatr. 
We  have  yet  to  learn  and  practise  the  doelrilM, 
that  reason  alone  i*  anfficient  to  restnia  man- 
kind. ThoDgh  aome  pfailoaopheta  of  the  modern 
aehool  miofat  contend  for  tfai%  yet,  said  Hr.  W^ 
the  Bxpenaace  of  tnaekind  in  mil  ages,  and  the 
practice  of  onr  own  Ooveroment,  will  at  onae 
refuia  sach  idle  (baory.  If  men  are  not  tha  sd^ 
jeeu  or  eitixen*  of  aome  regularly  eaubliahed 
Geranmont.  ihey  will  not  bs  controlled  by  tar 
law.  ,  Absoiva  them  from  the  restraint*  of  Uw, 
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md,  im  Um  or  peu«,  eoneord,  tnd  hajipiiiesi,  ymi 
iotiMve*  WTor,  conUDiion,  mad  miterr.  H« 
Bhonld  lb«D,  Mr.  W.  Mid,  take  ii  for  gruiud, 
that,  for  the  peace  of  tbe  world,  and  for  the  hap- 

(ineae  of  mankfad,  it  wa«  neeeaarr  that  enrr 
onuD  being  ehoold  be  the  labjeot  of  eitixen  wT 
eoiae  Oof  erameat. 

Will  anr  law  which  jrov  can  paw  make  erne  of 
Toar  citiMU  a  British  lufajectl  No.  Thii  must 
be  done  faf  the  Britiih  OoreromeDt  itself.  Bng- 
landjOntbeotbcrhaDd,  with  her  fleets  andamaica 
to  aid  her,  could  not  mah«  oneof  her  sabjcclian 
Aoiarican  eitiien,  wilhoat  our  eoaaent.  If  an 
Ameiicaa  ciiizeD  beeomei  a  British  sobjeci,  it 
mnst  be  bjr  the  operalioD  of  British  laws ;  and,  If 
■  British  subject  beeone*  an  American  oiiinn, 
it  most  ba  bj  tht  operatJoa  of  booh  law  of  the 
United  Statee.  Should  an  Americso  ciiicea  ect- 
tle  ia  Eufflaiid,  aid  beeome  ■  Britiih  sabjeet,  w« 
MkBOwlM(e  he  has  a  tifht  lo  do  to,  becaiise  he 
haa  a  right  to  expatriate  himself.  But  »dj  law 
wUeh  von  mar  ]»>■  will  be  of  no  aTaii;  it  will 
iwteDwIahintobecaiseaBritiahsnbjeeL  Then 
the  riyhtof  expatiiatioD  do»  notaitaea  upos  the 
act  ofUaieaTin^  tiie  Uattcd  Statea,  but  npoa  the 
bM  of  hia  bceomiBff  ■  British  atibjeet,  aeeordiiif 
ta  the  laws  of  the  British  Bmpirc.  So,  again,  sir, 
if  ■  Britiih  snbieet  ehooaea  tobeeomean  Amcrioaa 
oitizen,  the  riglit  of  ezpttriaiieD  ittaebei  to  bim, 
not  on  his  leariitig  Boglaod,  bat  on  his  beiog  oat- 
uralixed,  aeeordiag  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
Sutei. 

Upontkia  principle  has  the  Constitatioa  placed 
tUe  rif  bt  erf*  ezpatriatioa.  The  framers  of  that 
insimment  looked  with  a  sort  of  prescience  ialo 
(ha  eoMoqaeoees  of  OMuates.  Thar  saw  that 
it  wm*  neeeMarf  efeir  hnman  being  should  be 
Onder  the  wbolesome,  the  salDIarjr  restraints  of 
lav;  that  this  could  not  be  done  if  the  right  of 
expatnaiion  ahoald  attach  lo  a  perMo  upon  l»r- 
IM  his  native  land ;  and  therdore  the  proriaien 
oflhat  initraiaeat  extends  onlf  to  foreigners  nat- 
nialixed  in  our  eoonirr)  and  not  to  citiieas  who 
majr  be  disposed  to  leare  the  United  States.  If 
this  biU  should  pass,  and  ererr  aitix«Beboaldex- 
patriate  himself,  do  *oa  know  the  eoantrr  to 
which  he  villga7  Willhebftheoperationoi  this 
bill  be  oataralized  in  the  connlrr  where  he  mar 
think  proper  to  mide  1  No.  Bat  if  this  bill  is 
'   '    o  a  law,  mar  ■>■>(  ^Qf  eiiixen  of  the 


Htaed  i 
S^edl 


tDoniGtorernmeni.bat  to  all  otfaaOorernmeMs'i 
Hav  he  not  tbas  become  abeolred  from  the  r» 
■traiBia  of  all  law,  and  renda/ed  a  pest  to  society. 
If  he  throws  off  his  allegianee  to  the  Unitod 
Staics^iKl  does  not  beeome  the  snbjeet  of  Spain, 
Ofcnt  Britain.  France  or  of  anj  otbet  Oofern- 
Kwnt,  he  will  sot  be  controlled  br  anr  haman 
laws,  and  is  placed  in  a  sttnation  to  annor  the 
peace  of  the  world  without  the  fenr  oi  punish* 
-     "  ■  'is  bill  is 


ated  and  let  Tooae  from  the  bonda  of  our  aocietr, 
ihsf  are  cittzena  hMler?  expatriate  iheaaaalTee 
lo>non«w,  and  on  the  ant  dar  toni  piatee  ia 


the  Gtilf  of  Biexieo,  or  adjaeeat  eeaa.  Ymt  ia 
nothing  in  the  law  of  naiieaa  to  itdmm  rhe  fax- 
tioatai  nanher  which  ahall  eonetiiBtea  sepM* 
independent  Power.  When  therefore  foi  seri 
yom  Teesdeof  wartosemHthei 


and  bring  io  for  condicn  ponishneai  tktm  who 

'~ —  '"  litlJngdepredat'  ~ 


baea  bsen  ci 


mercc^  what  will  be  the  reeait  t  Ifyoa  ate 
them,  and  era  aboatlo  pmiah  thooi  ■•  piiaiK 
thcr  Bieet  ron  with  four  own  act  in  their  handa 
Ther  uU  ran  "  we  are  not  citiuon  of  iba  DniM 
'  States;  we  are  not  the  snbjeeii  of  MUf  otkw 
'  OevecDmeat ;  but  ret  we  are  «  eenarate  an^  i» 
'  depeodent  Power :  wetbereforo  Jeaand  of  y«« 
'  not  to  paaUh  us  aa  mraie^  bai  to  treat  m  ai 
-  priaoaersef  wir.'*  Bnch  wiii  be  theafiaets  of 
the  mensnra  preposad.  If  it  «■  rigbt  Uiai  wt 
shotild  adapt  it,  is  is  equatlr  iaeumheat  on  other 
nntioBsto  do  thenme.  The adir&eatee of  ite  mear 
sare  hare  asacrtad,  as  aa  aigDmoiic  ia  fia  fiswoc 
[hat  we  should  enoearor,  by  aieptinf  it,  m  caki 
the  lead  of  all  othci  natioas  ia  dcbaM  of  (<i< 
rjghu  of  mankind  i  that  we  AonU  eet  wa  axmwa 
pie  to  the  people  of  ernr  '■'^  ooaany.  Than, 
sir,  if  all  other  natioBs  shooU  eanM  a  stonilar  law. 
(aod  it  is  right  they  ahoald,  if  we  do  it,)  wbat 
moat  and  will  be  the  euseqnenoea  1  The  bonA 
of  locial  order  are  diseirfredi  maokind,  inatearf 
of  being  tabjeeted  to  the  wholeao»e  reetraiBta  of 
law  in  rc^arly  established  GoTetnaeau^  arc 
eoBTerted  into  so  maar  gangs  of  btiwUit),  with- 
out reason  or  rule,  mntnailr  preriiV  ^poa  otiicrt 
lirei  and  fortaaeiL  I  know,  air,  thai  soeb  eoa- 
Bcqueaees  are  not  anticipated,  nineb  ieas  iauaded 
br  the  gentleman  from  LoninaBB^Hr.Roaun<- 
SOR,)  Of  the  gaDtlestan  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
JoBNooN,)  and  I  hope  ther  wiU  not  aadentand 
'--  their  motircB,  whenleay  that 
tothe  most  calamitoni  reaulis. 


impeach  lag  tl 
leasnre  teaita  ti 


On  most  other  occasions,  I  aa  happr  ta  tUak 
and  act  with  those  gentlemen,  bat,  on  tltia,  I  aoat 
nnrifiee  my  feelings  of  fritndahip  for  uaa  w 
my  eonnotionsof  duty.  The  diSsaenaa  between 
them  and  ayaelf  le  not  wide,  bat  ia  of  tba  atoMsl 
iaporaaca.  Tbey eaatendfor  the r^t  of  tx- 
paUiaiion,  and  1  do  tha  saaiew  li  is  the  potaiof 
time  when  this  right  atiachca  ta  tba  indlrMal 
ekaiming  it,  that  makes  na  diSer  eaaaatiaUy. 
They  think  (he  right  attaeheato  the  indiridaal 
whenheleaTeshisBatiTeeoiutrr.  IcontarfAhe 
ri^t  attaefaea,  not  when  he  learee  his  aatire 
coenlry,  btu  whan  he  beeomes  tke  eiiixen  or 
subject  of  the  country  to  which  he  may  haTa  le- 
moTed}  although  thta  difiereoea  rnajr  appaar 
aoiall,  yet  it  i>  eaeeotul.  Their  prineiple  taada 
to  dittolve  all  human  eoeietr,  becaaaa  it  fia- 
charges  a  paraoa  froa  one  Ooverament  wi(baat 
■ul^eotiog  him  to  >oae  other.     Hr  prioei|de 


il^  to  preeerre  tl 
■oeietr,  beeanse  it  will  not  diaoharge  a  person 
from  one  Goremmeai  till  be  beeoma  anbjeei  lo 
another.  Oantlemoi  will  exonse  me  for  repeat' 
iag  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  u  eontmy  to  the 
CosiatitiUtOD ;  that  it  tends  to  diaolre  all  gDrwti- 
aent,  in  releasing  men  from  the  resHainta  of  taw 
before  it  is  known  to  what  other  eoBairies  ilMf 
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nuT  have  goae,  whih  on  ilw  oikn  band  it  tnar 
be  sffirmM  tlwt  the  ptisaipla  for  whicli  m  con- 
t«iid  it  CoDttitntiofitl ;  tkai  it  pnmtvta  tfa«  ex- 
isiBDCe  of  goveiamem  and  the  happioeH  of  mao- 
kind,  ia  not  diaefaarsiDg  mn  from.tlie  Tcatniata 
of  oae  focietir  (ill  iSajr  bav«  (nciirred  obligatioiu 
to  another.  Let  not  ihii  difleTeoce  be  eoaairaed 
to  mean  that  we  Ataj  ihe  right  of  •xpatriation. 
No  suoh  itainK  i  fot  we  diffei  only  ai  to  the  lime 
at  which  the  right  aiiaabea,  noi  as  to  the  cxisl- 
ence  of  the  right  itatAL 

The  MDllaiDaD  from  K«DtBckr  (Mr.  Jobrsor) 
bai  told  m  that  the  right  of  exfMiriation  waa  de- 
dticJUe  from  ihe  nomeMoa  inataaeas  of  baoisb- 
meat  wbieb  bare  oooarrod  in  every  age.  Sir,  I 
hare  alwaya  godentood  that  baDitfamenl  waa  to 
be  eonaideied  aa  ibe  inflietioa  of  a  pnniibmeot; 
as  the  forfaimre,  doI  a>  the  aiwriion,  of  a  right  on 
the  part  of  tliaiDdiTidaal  faaniibed.  Geoerai  Mo- 
reao,  for  example,  was  baoiabed  fr«n  the  French 
Empirs^  and  it  was  ceriainlf  a  panishment  ia- 
flicM.  on  bim  b]r  the  aonalitnied  antboritf  of 
France.  Even  this  may  ba  cited  aaao  argnmeot 
in  iktor  of  oni  poeitioa.  For  Ocaeral  Moreau, 
when  baniabad,  bad  a  right  to  settle  in  some 
country  wbcra  then  waa  a  regalar  goveinment. 
The  aaiion  to  whieh  he  was  bauialnd  waa  bannd 
to  reeeire  him.  Ha  waa  net  to  be  tamed  loose 
upon  ihc  world,  bat  had  a  right  to  lira  Bnder  tbe 
laws  of  regitlar  govaramenL  tiueb  righla  cosld 
not  belong  to  Ibe  peison  baaisbed,  if  it  were  not 
necessary  (ai  I  before  said)  (or  ilie  peace  of  Che 
world,  and  tbe  happineaa  of  manUnd,  that  e*er|r 
human  being  should  live  nnder  the  reslrainti  of 
some  iocicty. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Louisiana  lold  as  this 
measure  was  neceaMurjr  >o  reliere  the  United 
Statesfrom  the  leasingimportiuitias  of  the  agents 
of  Old  Bpain,  now  in  ibis  conntry.  He  said  cur 
Qovernmeal  was  tormented  npoa  the  subject  of 
restraining  oat  citizens  from  Interfering  with  tbe 
contestnowngingiaSoDib  America;  bat,  if  we 
passed  this  bjl^  we  should  net  be  responsible  for 
[he  eoQ  duet  of  such  as  had  esfatriated  themselves^ 
and  therefore  aboald  hear  no  more  importunata 
lepresantationa  on  that  bead.  Sir,  to  my  mind, 
(his  would  be  a  reason  for  not  passiag  the  bill. 
We  know  that  the  stale  of  a&in  bctweea  Spain 
and  the  Uniied  States  is  at  ibis  time  rer^  eriti< 
caL  So  far  from  aitciapiiog  aaytbing  to  ladoca 
eolliaioo,  it  would  be  our  doiy  to  protract  that 
erent  a>  much  as  possible.    Sir,  the  geatltmaa 


Would  not  the  aci  itself  be  with  Spain  a 
of  war  against  the  United  Slate*  ?  Suppose  we 
were  to  pass  a  law  declaring  that  any  ot  our  ciii- 
zeos  might  invade  Spain  wncnever  they  thought 

Koper,  and  plunder  and  briog  off  the  property  of 
f  sobjeoU;  would  aotthis.be  a  just  cause  of 
war  7  Sunieae,  again,  thai,  in  order  not  id  be 
responsible,  we  pass  ibisbill)  that  a  number  of 
our  citizwa  expatriate  thesMclTcs,  and  carrjr  on 
war  againat  tbe  protlneea  of  Sonth  America; 
how  mncb  would  thisdiSaifromalawexpreasly 


and  dinsetlynHthatizing  tbcnt  to  invade  £ 


ain? 


Would  it  not  be  doiair  that  indirectly  whieh  w» 
would  not  do  directly^  Ceriainly.sir,  we  should 
be  liable  in  one  case  as  well  as  in  ibe  oiher.  W* 
cannot  legalize  plnnder  and  invasion,  either  di- 
rectly or  indireeUy.  Every  nation  is  responslUtt 
to  the  society  of  nations  for  tbe  taws  it  may  paii. 
If  tbe  laws  be  such  as  to  interrupt,  by  tbeir  ne- 
cessary and  inevitable  operation,  ihe  peace  and 
secority  of  other  nations,  they  are  a  just  cause  for 
war  against  the  Power  so  offending.  If  tha  taw 
before  us  would  have  any  operation,  or  pro- 
dace  any  effeci,  ii  mnil  be  to  permit  onr  eiii- 
zaas  to  lateifere  in  ihe  contest  between  Spain 
and  her  colonic*.  It  will  present  to  tbem  fa- 
cililiea  for  that  pnipose,  whieh  they  do  not 
now  passe  SI.  Is  it  prudent  or  jnst,  in  tbe  pr^ 
sent  critical  potiute  of  affair*  between  ns  and' 
Spain,  that  any  atiampt  of  the  kind  shonld  be 
made?  No,  sir:  our  better  course  would  be  to 
Meer  dear  of  any  conflict  whatsoerer,  either  with 
Spain  or  the  confederated  Powers  of  Europe.  Id' 
stead  of  passing  laws  giving  facilitiea  to  our  peo- 
ple to  take  part  in  iheir  trouble*,  let  ot  suad  aloof  | 
let  ns  rather  reatrain  ourselvaa  within  the  boonds 
of  reason,  justice,  and  sound  nalloaal  policy. 

Many  more  reason*,  said  Hr.  W.,  might  be  a*- 
aigned  against  the  bill;  but,  a*  he  bad  already 
d«ained  the  Home  longer  than  he  intHidad,  ho 
should  conclude  with  expressing  the  hope  that  it 
would  be  rejected.  He  did  not  intend  to  occupy 
BO  mneh  lime,  because  ha  thought  the  diseuvian 
was  limited.  Bat.  having  nndersiood  from  the 
Chair  that  the  whole  •abject  was  open,  he  trasted 
be  should  not  be  considered  a*  obtrudlngapon  the 
time  or  attention  of  the  Honse,  in  explaining  tbo 
reasons  whieh  would  govern  hi*  vote.  The  sub- 
ject is  an  important  one ;  it  is  imporiant  in  regard' 
to  tbe  abstract  principle  involved  iu  it;  iti*  Inoro 
important  in  relation  to  tbe  practical  conseqnen- 
ce*  likdv  to  Bow  from  it,  especially  iu  the  exist* 
iag  critical  stale  of  affairs  between  tbe  Unitod 
Slates  and  the  Oovemment  of  Spain,  Sir,'let  lis 
do  no  act  whiob  may  tend  to  disturb  the  present 
happy  and  prosperous  condition  of  anr  eonntrf. 
Let  u*  adopt  ito  mcMure  which  directly  or  indi- 
reeily  may  aecelenle  the  commencement  of  war 
batwaen  us  and  any  other  nation.  Tbe  efiect  at 
this  bill,  if  passed  iotoa  law,  will,  I  fear,  be  to  bring 
oa,  to  batten  oollisioni  between  ns  and  tha  Qov 
eminent  of  Spain. 

Mr.  RoaanTsoa,  of  Louisiana,  raplied,  and 
spoke  briefly  in  support  of  tha  opinions  he  had 
previonily  expressed. 

Mr.  AuoTT,  of  Qeorsia:  Before  tha  amend- 
mant  wan  proposed,  which  is  now  before  tha 
House,  1  voted  for  striking  oat  the  first  seciion  of 
the  IhII,  because  I  believed  Congress  had  no  pow- 
er to  legislate  on  the  subjecu  Citizens  of  tha 
United  Btates  have  a  right  to  choose  the  best 
means  in  tbeir  power  to  secure  to  themselves  the 
enjoyment  of  life  and  liberty ;  whether  iney  seek 
the  enjoyment  in  ibis  or  any  otber  country. 
They  can  be  restrained  only  by  the  rights  of 
others.  A  right  to  remain  in  this  country,  or  to 
remove  from  it,  is  Intimately  eombined  with 
tbcae  gewMl  rights  of  man  wftick  wen  daiiTad 
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S'a  to  tkii  GoT- 
ow  rif  bi«  ihe 
people  dflTue'd  lbs  Cooilitntiao,  orgmaized  *  »j»- 
tern  of  goKrnnent,  aod  Boiiiitted  it  witb  official 

Ciwer.  Bui  while  ihey  veiled  Bsecaiive,  LeK>>- 
iiT«,  tod  Judieiil  power  in  thii  argSDized  tj»- 
tcm,  they  ezpreMly  declared,  that  ibey  leiain  to 
themselres  all  the  rigbia  thai  are  aot  therein  eaa- 
meraied,  viz;  "  The  enumeTation  in  tb«  Goniie 
tHiioD  of  cerlaia  righia,  ahatl  not  be  eoDiInied  to 
danj:  or  disparage  othen  rvuined  by  the  peapl*." 
The  people  have  delegated  no  power  toCongicaa 
to  dcfina  a  lula  for  ezpatriatioo.  A  free  ezerciae 
of  the  will  ID  the  people,  ia  at  unreaUaiDed  bf  tfa« 
OouMilutioa  in  Telalioo  to  ezpatriaiiDii.Ba  it  lain 
lelatioa  to  ibeir  choice  of  tDSD  to  fill  office*.  A 
right  to  the  free  ezerciae  of  the  hunuD  will,  oa 
the  lubjiKl  DOW  before  the  Qoiue,  ii  beyond  the 
teach  of  Congreaa.  It  ia  the  gift  of  Qoi — a  right 
which  Ibe  people  of  thii  eonnlrf  enjof  ai  free  aa 
Kir,  and  pure  aa  heaTea'a  bieaMog.  Yoa  8|»- 
proach  it  with  naballowed  banda— «id  were  it 
j^iible  10  reach  it,  the  loach  would  b«  poUution. 
The  bill  pro^oaea  a  rale,  by  which  a  eilizea 
may  abaolve  hiEoaelf  from  allegiance  to  hia 
eonDity.  What  ia  meant  by  allegiasce  betweco 
the  free  people  of  the  United  Btatea  and  the 
QvverBinent,  ia  not  lubjcct  to  the  iaterprelatiOB 
givec  10  it  in  Eariqiean  Siatea.  In  Boglaod  the 
word  Bliegiaoee  ia  made  to  mean  a  kinaof  polit- 
ieal  faith,  by  which  A  lubject  ia  botind  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  will  of  hit  uiTereigQ — and  ihe  obli- 
Eitiou  ia  considered  perpetual  and  indinolnble. 
at  coauch  interpretation  can  be  given  to  it  here. 
In  thit  country  the  lovercigniy  of  the  OaveTO' 
menl  ia  limited  and  defined,  Ita  sovereignty  ia 
eoDfined  to  the  limited  application  of  power, 
which  the  people  have  delegated  in  the  Constttii- 
tioo  to  the  lb  tee  great  departmenti}  and  alle- 
gianoe  doe  from  tbc  people  to  this  sovewigBiy, 
cooiiala  limply  in  thair  obligatioo  to  obey  the 
lawa  that  are  conttitaiionally  enacted.  All  other 
aovereignty  ia  in  the  people,  which  ia  undefined 
and  undeanable.  Alhgianee,  therefore,  in  ihia 
Goaniry,  conaiata  in  an  obligation  to  obey  certain 
defined  power*  the  people  bnve  delegated,  and 
that  are  ezarciaed  by  ihe  QoTemment — while  all 
other  allegtanee  eoniiii*  in  obedience  to  theirown 
will.  The  powers  delegated  lo  the  Qorernmental 
daparimeoia  amounts  lo  but  "a  Utile  brief  an- 
thoiity,"  compared  to  ibe  fighifulpaweri  the  peo- 
ple have  retained  to  ihemselve*.  1  th«cfore«on- 
*ider  the  people  to  have  the  inalieDable  right  to 
obey  theoperaliooaof  iheiiDwn  will,  in  any  man- 
set  not  in  violation  of  acknowledged  and  eonaii- 
tnted  aaiboniieai  and  that  CongraM  ia  not  vetted 
witb  any  authority  over  the  right  in  qoeation. 
The  amendment  propoaed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  appear*  lo  potaeaano  other 
efficiencf  than  a  mere  declaratory  ezpretiioo  of 
the  opinion  Congrera  eaieriain*  of  ihe  r^i"  ^i''' 
zeaa  have  in  regard  to  czpattialion.  Thit  is  aa 
far  as  we  can  so.  I  have,  iharefure,  made  upmy 
mind  to  vote  for  the  ameadneni,  boeanae  it  may 
have  some  weight  in  ileciuon*  of  the  eonna  on 
aabiieela  of  ihia  soil,  whan  it  i*  ezprnaaly  andcf 


stood  that  the  Congiaat  of  the  Untied  fiiawcsa 
reeD£nite  no  power  vealed  in  the  deparunean  aT 
the  Govemmoni,  touching  the  rig;hi  of  exptin- 

Ht.  Jobhsov,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  totk  great 
■-  .  iiie  honorable  genilemaalnim 


P'' 

North  Carolina,  (Mr.  WiuiAwe,)  that  he  ie6^ 
rocated  most  completely  all  the  fceliaga  ofngaid 
and  aentimenu  ol  retpcct  which  he  had  hea 
pleaMd  to  expfMB  Tor  him. 

The  geDiIeman'a  argument,  said  Mr.  J.,  hai 
been  baaed  on  the  following  objeetioiia  to  ik 
propaailios  muter  consideration : 

1.  That  it  M  calcolaMd  to  eireuoMetiha  the 
right  of  ezpatriatioD,  by  requiring  p«r»eii«  teal- 
tend  (frequently  ai  a  eonaidenble  dtstaooe)*0Be 
officer  of  the  CfoTemmcnt,  to  renonnee  Um  ebai- 
seier  of  a  citizen. 

5.  That  it  ia  oaloolated  to  Icgialaie  the  aiiizeBt 
out  of  their  rights. 

3.  That  tht  propoiitiea  at  aabatitate  coatmiat 
within  its  own  boaom,taadtof  d)*taaen«lniiaar] 
to  all  mankind ■ 

4.  That  it  ia  calculated  to  ceaveit  \b«  aUvzem 
of  ibe  United  Butes  into  a  gany  of  baa^ti. 

ft.  That  a  man  does  not  ezerctaa  Ihe  wight  of 
eipalriation  bj  leaving  the  oountvy— 4mii  bf  be- 
coming the  citizen  of  aiothet  QOTerniaeai,  ai 
Great  Britain. 

6.  Coneludeabyasupj>otition,tbstalaw  shovU 
pass  aathorizing  the  citizans  to  leave  the  Doited 
States,  and  commit  hvtiliiietBgaiait8|nHa;  froo 
which  supposititious  case  he  derives  the  naoct  fear- 
ful aad  direful  ibsvIib, 

II  will  be  my  province  to  ifaow  thai  no  Miagl» 
objection  urged  by  Ihe  genUeman  is  appUcaUe  to 
the  quesiiou  before  the  Honte.  What,  sir,  ia  Uw 
qoeation  before  the  Honsel  A  merely  d«c\ua- 
lory  provision,  calculated  loazolodethe  infeKnce 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  Btues  had,  by 
rejecting  the  bill  reported  by  the  botMraUa  gte- 
ilemati  Trom  Lontaiana,  (Mr.  RoBBiraoM,)  dt- 
cided  agaiBtl  the  righi  of  the  citizen  to  diaaolw 
the  oonnexioo  which  fafods  bim  to  tbia  Qovcia- 
meni,  aad  seek  hi*  happiness  ia  aoy  other  coaa- 
try,  and  under  any  othci  form  of  Oovernacat 
moreeongeBialtOBiataatcsaBdfccliikgSj  or  whiti 
should  meet  more  eompleiely  the  saaction  of  hit 
judgment.  The  ■nbsiiiate  bow  under  considera- 
tion ptesoribes  no  rak— icqnirea  no  net  taheptf 
fttrmed  by  the  citizen  piaparatory  to  the  czerciB* 
of  tbia  inalieaaUe  right.  It  metriy  aSrou  that 
to  he  true,  which,  in  the  declaraiioa  of  oar  ind»- 
pendenee,  is  held  not  only  to  be  trae^  bat  to  be 
iraih  of  that  high  deacripiioB  which  b  termed 
aelf-evideni.  That  when  the  right  baa  beea  cz- 
ereised.  the  individaai  eeaaea  to  be  re^onsiUe  is 
the  character  of  cilizeDj  ia  the  judielal  tribvatli 
of  the  country,  for  aeu  which  oilizeaB  only  ait 
boaad  to  answer,  and  for  which  alone  tber  art 
respoBtiUe.  It  does  not  even  fiz  the  rule  of  evi- 
dence by  which  the  ezerciae  of  the  right  is  to  bt 
tested.  It  dees  not  even  define,  or  atteaapi  lo  de- 
fine what  shall  famish  evidence,  that  the  indt- 
vidaal  baa  exarciMd  the  tight  of  disaolving  tti< 
i-hiah  baaad  Uaa  u  iba  Qovamneai 
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of  tha  United  Btotwin  thvebanKner  of  citizni— 
H  Tight  whieh  aM  ■dnit  to  cziat. 

b  there  any  atiempt  or  any  provtsion  in  [h« 
piopoMd  labatiiDta  which,  bjr  ths  mott  atraioed 
MH  torinrcd  eoDsiraction,  em  jMlify  ike  ideft 
that  the  citinns  of  the  United  Siatei  an  to  be 


lagiatKiedoBtafthairrigbiaMcilizeDa?  AnrthtDf 
wnieh  joatiSes  the  Hem  of  eoDTettitM:  them  ioio 
■  gang  of  banditti?    Aoylhingin   Uiis  abstract 


,     .  erely  racogniMa  tbe  priaei- 

Elea  in  yonr  DeotuatioD  of  IiidepandeDee,  oalco- 
iled  to  hold  out  to  yoar  eitizein  indnceneiils  to 
enbvk  ia  th«  cauia  of  the  pairiota  of  Sooifa 
America, Of  to  eomtnk  hoitilitim  againM  Spain  ? 
Can  it  be  pretended  that  this  deolaratorr  aetcon- 
taina  a  aingla  Aalure  ojr  proTieiou  ealeuUted  to 
authorize  the  citizens  of  chii  ooaniry  to  cammit 
aolc  ef  heetiJit;^  against  Spaia  or  aoroiher  nation! 
By  what  magio  u  it  lo  eaoTeit  voor  aitizeai  iaio 
bordee  ot  gang*  of  banditti  t  It  auerti  no  new 
^inciple.  It  anerti  no  piinaiple  which  any  gen- 
tleman has  had  the  boldaeu  to  deny.  It  elaims 
no  right  whiob  all  tbai  oppeae  tbe  raeMotc  do 
not  adtait  (oi  exist;  yet  the  honorable  neatlaman 
ftom  Nocih  CaraliDa  (Ui.  WituAsa)  has  eon- 
teitded  thattbia  aubiticnte  aonlaini  ta  Ita  boaom 
the  seeds  of  diaaate  and  Miserje  ta  all  ma^nd. 
How  haa  iaiag(Datuin  conjared  ap  siieh  fekWill 
awl  dreadful  phaaMma?  This  sabatitDte  is  in- 
taoded  to  lecnre  Ibe  rich  fruit  to  the  people  of 
tiua  eoantry  prod  need  fnxn  the  te«d  sowed  doHi^ 
tbe  Revnlutiooaiy  war— seed  sowed  by  the  hands 
of  pairiotiiB,  and  watei«d  by  the  blood  of  tbe 
brare  and  gallant  men  who  achieved  for  on  a 
freedom  whieh'we  seem  to  fear  to  enjoy.  Why 
are  we  to  be  inflaenced  by  the  relative  situuion 
of  Spain  and  her  sabjeatil  Has  any  foreign 
Qovetnmeat  the  right  lo  complain  of  our  moaici' 


police!  The  moment  we  shall  be  prepared 
admit  ihie  doctrine  we  cease  to  hold  tbe  rank  of 
an  independent  nation.  The  Goremiiient  of 
Spain  Of  any  olbrr  nation  on  earth  bn*  the  mdm 
t%ht  to  eomplaia  of  oar  fo  no*  of  g«  vera  meat,  of 
our  Dedaratton  of  ladepeadeoca,  as  the  Spanish 
QorerttBMnt  or  the  Goranment  of  any  other 
foreign  oMuitrr  would  han  to  eomplaln  of  the 
eaastmeat  of  tne  aufascbnte  on  your  laUe  into  a 
tatr.  BbaU  we  change  oar  Ooveraraent,  abjure 
the  priaeiplea  eoaiauied  in  oar  DeelaiBtioa  of 
ladepeadmicc,ui  older  toBropiiittethe  misenUe 
faaatie  whodtagnees  the  Spanish  aailoa  by  being 
pcfftnitted  to  reign  oeer  it?  Tbe  traihls,  tbai 
the  nntlemaa  haa  miataken  the  proposition  belbre 
the  Howe.  HiaarganMntsmight  have  bad  some 
appUeaiion  to  the  section  of  (he  bill  strloken  oat 
on  Saturday,  bnt  are  perfectly  irrelerant  to  the 
qaeaiioo  under  consideration. 

Why  so  mnch  sensibility,  so  noeh  dread  at 
approaching  Ibis  snbject  3  Is  there  nay  subject 
oeoncoiad  with  the  intereti,  the  prosperity,  and 
the  happiness,  of  the  people  of  tbe  United  States, 
wbicb  ibcii  Rep  rase  BiatiTei  fear  to  approach  1 
Ought  there  to  be  any  subject  which  the  Repre- 
tentatires  o[  this  enligbiened,  high-mindadpeople 
shoold  fear  freely  to  isTeet^te  1  Tea,Bir,  there 
ISthCoK.  IstSfisL— S5 


isoaeoBvhtDbfreedomisnotexereised—religlon. 
From  my  ignoraDce  of  the  law^  of  the  otIiei< 
SUtes^  I  mint  be  pefrailted  to  refer  to  the  laws 
of  Virginia.  Our  temple  of  liberty  ia  a  plain  one. 
It  occupies,  perhaps  the  middle  ground  between 
tbe  rode  pyramids  of  Egypt,  and  the  more  ele- 
^nt  structures  of  Attica  and  Palmyra.  Still  it 
w  commodiona,  strong,  and  beaatlAll.  Tm  there 
is  scarcely  a  stone  in  tbe  bflilding  which  bas  not 
been  plaend  or  adjosted  by  oar  illustrioos  and 
patiiotic  JeS^son,  or  which  has  not  reeeiTed  Its 
cement  from  his  hand.  There  is  not  a  nillir  in 
the  temple  whkh  was  not  eitber  reared  by  him, 
ac  which  did  not  rtceire'from  bim  tia  last  flniab 
and  polish.  Them  is  not  a  great  Amdamental 
right  whieb  the  peo^  "■Jofi  vktch  did  not  re^ 
oeive  from  hian  lome  secnnty  to  perpetaiie  Its 
•njoyraeDt,aud  loextend  itsblesaiDgs.  Tfaeman 
Bgainat  whom  ttre  tongse  of  calumny  has  some- 
times dared  to  express  its  impotent  ragel  Bat 
his  Tirtves,  his  patriotism  and  fame  will  lire, 
when  monauBDts  of  brass  and  marUe  riiall  be 
orambled  into  ikist  and  ssbe«.  They  Will  lira 
as  long  ae  Tirtve  shall  be  revered  aiMl  cirillzatkn 
shall  exist. 

Oar  i»edeee«son  did  not  fear  to  approach  this 
subject.  This  illosttloos  and  distinguished  pa- 
triot and  statesman,  drew  the  law  of  Tirginia, 
defining  the  mode  by  which  the  citizens  of  that 
Stttte  abonid  everoiie  tbe  rights  of  ezpatrlaiion. 
We  have  proved  byeiperJence,  that  test  of  truth, 
the  opentioQ  of  tbe  law ;  from  its  boeom  has 
sprung  no  plant  to  dislnrb  tbe  repose  of  the  people 
of  Virgiata,  or  to  cast  a  shade  on  tbe  felicity  of 

The  honorable  gentteman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Williams)  will  pardon  me  for  the  compar- 
ison, but  his  speech  remind  I  nte  very  much  of 
llie  piracticc  of  the  British  Goverament,  as  con- 
trasted with  its  doctrine.  Mis  arguments  have 
all  been  founded  on  a  misappreheDsion  of  the 
^•estitm  before  the  House.  The  lawyers  and 
jtHists  of  Hnglawl  are  everywhere  falmloatiag 
tbe  doctrine  of  pevpetaat  alWiaace,  whilst  the 
practice  of  the  Qotenineot  is  in  dlrad  hostility 
with  thedoc trine;  a  doctrine  which  was  JetportM 
into  that  country  by  B'  foreigner,  Williaiti  the 
Cooqneror,  wbo  inirodueed  the  feudal  lyMem, 
and  with  it  the  doctrine  af  perpetQal  allegiance. 
What  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Government, 
or  those  who  admiQisi^r  it  1  Have  they  ever 
beaitaled  to  make  tbair  doetrine  yield,  on  all  oa> 
caaktai,  to  policy  1  IHrt  ibey  even  hesitirted  to 
iapoTtakingwhenlheirpoliey  required  it?  W1i4 
was  tbe  gtandfaihcr  of  their  present  wretched 
and  degraded  monarch  ?  Was  he  not  a  foreiguetl 
How  did  ha  diieharge  the  obtigallon  of  perpetoil 
aHegiaaee  to  his  former  Government  1  Are  tfae|r 
not  in  the  daily  Uibitof  natnraliaingforelgnenf 
Two  years' service  iatba  British  navy.fpeojbdto, 
makes  a  foreigaer  a  citiaen  of  Sogland.  Are 
they  not  perpatnally  inviting  and  holding  oM 
tenpiatioas  to  artificers,  aid  tisefal  mechaoTcs,  to 
beeome  eitiaene  of  Or«t  Britain  1  Bnt,  sir,  I  wtH 
not  undertake  the  nograiefnl  task  of  reconelliaK 
tbe  iooonsisieoeiesofihatmiafrablaaBd  drindad 
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QoTernmeat — that  Qorenimeot,  which  1i*b  done 
more  to  opprest,  eosUTe,  snd  curse  mankind,  ihan 
aajr  other  GorerntneDi  on  ibe  globe.  If  all  Ihe 
blood  and  tear*  which  ii  ha*  caused  lo  flow,  were 
collected  in  one  grand  reservoir,  Iber  would  floal 
the  largest  ship  in  (he  British  nary,  with  the 
whole  royal  family  on  board. 

Mr.  LowNDBS  spoke  much  at  large  ia  illostra- 
lioo  and  support  of  Ihe  opinions  onered  by  him 
previously  m  Ihe  debate,  agminst  the  original  bill, 
and  in  reply  to  * ariou*  gentlemen  who  bad  enp- 
ported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Rbba  said  the  reapeet  he  owed  to  the 
House,  made  it  necesary  for  him  le  state  the 
reasons  induciBg  bim  to  vole  ms  he  bsd  done,  and 
would  do,  on  every  question  arising  oa  the  lob- 

1'eet  under  consideration.  He  said  it  was  with 
leeitation,  and  a  coascioasness  of  inability  to 
treat  the  subject  as  it  merited,  that  he  attempted 
to  ipeak  respecting  it.  He  was  about  to  walk 
a*  it  were,  on  holy  fcround;  the  subject  involved 
consi delations  of  hig;h  irnporianee  to  Ihe  peaee 
and  happiness  of  this  nation.  Being  unwilling 
to  give  an  affirmative  vote  en  any  qneation  arising 
on  ibis  subject,  he  had  voted  aMiosC  striking  out 
the  first  section  of  Ibe  bill:  he  desired  to  meet  the 
principle  of  the  bill  by  a  direot  vote. 

The  word  "allegiance"  his  been  used  in  this 
diaeostion.  The  true  inient  and  meaniuffof  that 
word  may  not  be  the  same  when  applied  lo  gov 
crumenls  in  which  an  individual  is  sovereign,  as 
it  is  -when  applied  to  the  Qovernment  of  Ihe 
United  States.  In  the  former  it  may  be  uid  to 
■ig^nifya  binding  or  swearing  to  one  individaal 
chief,  who  is  sovereign,  who  is  said  to  be  the 
fonniain  of  power,  and  can  do,  as  they  sav,  no 
wrong.  In  the  United  Slates  this  word  "aUegi- 
t^aee"  may  be  said  to  mean  ibai  solemn  obli^- 
tion,  either  express  or  implied,  which  every  in- 
dividual citizen  is  bound  by  to  every  other  citizen ; 
and,  the  people  bein^  sovereign,  the  obligation  or 
allegiance  of  every  individual,  either  express  or 
implied,  is  to  the  loveceien  people,  or,  in  other 
words,  it  is  that  bond  oi  union  that  unites  the 
aocial  compact,  and  colleota  in  one  integrity  thi 
■overeign  people  of  Ihe  United  States  of  America 

If  a  law  be  enacted  on  thi*  subject,  will  it  be 
of  any  force  7  The  judgea  of  the  Saoreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  may  decide  in  amihr  cases, 
as  they  have  heretofore  done;  they  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  take  the  Constitution  into  view, 
ftnd  if  they  do.  will  such  law  be  efficient';  He 
aaid  he  would  give  no  opioioo  on  this  pciat. 
Th«  jtHlges  would,  if  brought  befeie  tbem,  decide 
this  question.  The  Constitmion  of  the  United 
Slates  is  a  sublime  principle,  operating,  ii  every 
direction,  for  good,  and  eonferiing  political  hap- 
piness op  every  one  who  will  chooce  to  live 
■ndet  it.  He  said  he  frequently  desind  to  have 
had  power  to  discover  (be  ideas,  relative  to  each 
clanse,  had  and  entettained  by  the  great  men 
who  formed  il.  That  discovery  cannot  be  made 
otherwise  than  by  coaicmplating  the  clauses  am 
words  of  the  CoDstitution  ;  bip  comparing  things 
existing,  and  designed  to  exist,  with  ibeir  op- 
jpoeites  and  by  viewing  poUtieat  gaod  and  evil  in 


a  positive  as  w«Il  as  in  «  negative utiliiiilsi 

Tne  Constitdtion  contempluee  pet^  smd  ur^ 
tory;it  provJdea  for  the  augmentation  eftbepea- 
pte  of  the  United  States,  but  not  for  dimiauuon; 
and  a  diminution  not  sanotioaed  ia  hm  proteeMrf. 
The  intt^ity  of  territory  is  maintaiD*d,  aainar 
be  eolargedfbut  not  dimioisbed;  ditninnuoaaiA 
dissolution  seem  in  this  case  to  be  eaDvevtilile 


[Kipulatioo,  but  that  also  whieh  arisea  by  addi- 
tioos  from  fomgB  eauaifies,iudertha  pow«r  "u 
esiablishanniforatnilBofiMioralixaiion."  ■'~ — 


m cot  of  tetiitory,  as 


d  power  intends  ealarge- 
well  a«  angpawBtnijon  of 


wise  men  who  gave  ezisieoce  to  the  Con- 
iQ  could  not  pvesctibe  limits  to  the  oumbet 
of  Ihe  people;  bat  they  might  by  it  ham  pre- 
scribed limits  to  tcmiory.  That  they  did  not 
The  declaration  that  new  State*  may  b» 
admilled  by  tha  Congresa  into  this  Union,  meiiti- 
fesli*  that  their  object  was  an  eirianenMnt  of  terri- 
tory. Hence,  then,  may  be  inleiied,  that  ihe 
Constitution  ntavidet  for  aogmentation  of  the 
people  and  eniargemeni  of  territory,  bat  not  for 
dimioution  of  either.  Provision  ismade  for  tbe 
enjoyment  of,  and  participation  in,  the  rif  hta  of 
civil  and  rdigiou*  liberty,  hot  not  for  a  rdis- 
quishmenl of  iliem.  To  expatnai*,  to  ivlioqnish, 
to  abandon,  ii  not  denied ;  it  is  left  to  tbe  opera- 
tion of  free  volilion,  on  ihe  ground  that  the  jtria- 
ciple  of  perpetual  all^iance  does  ool  exiu  ia  m 
republieau  government,  or  garernmeBt  ot  ib» 
people. 

The  Const 

ippioess  of 

United  States,"  are  bleesed  with  it;  lei  ns  pre- 
serve it  inviolate.  The  Coasliintion  invites,  and 
he  who  will  and  can,  may  pavticipaie  ia  it,  and 
in  the  good  it  eommuuicaiea ;  but  it  lesvee  the 
human  will  free  to  act  under  the  reason  oS  iIn 
pctfectioo  of  its  priaciple*,  and  says  to  no  oae^ 
"Go  away."  The  Coaetitution  prescribaa  a  fot> 
of  government,  strong,  powerfal,  and  anrpaasiif 
in  vigor;  but,  not  withstanding  this,  ciriL  «nd  po- 
litical happiaesa  and  peaee  are  it*  objeeta.  It  will 
not  be  disturbed  by  a  volontuy  abandonmeai  of 
ft  by  any  oee  on  whom  the  sablimity  of  its  pna- 
ciples,  the  beauty  of  it*  perfections,  and  the  (ib|^ 
plne»s  it  communicates,  have  bo  ioflueocc.  Tha 
Consiiiutioa  contemplates  a  mighty  empire;  boc 
that  empire  is  founded  on  the  free  volition  oC  the 
Eovereign  people.  It  grasps  no  one  in  an  iron 
embrace,  but  invitee  to  happiness  by  the  persoa" 
sion  of  benevolence. 

Ths  Almighty  Creator  made  the  earth  for  man; 
and  as  he  has  divided  it  into  various  elimatea  and 
regions,  and  as  mankind  s^e  divided  politically 
and  civilly  into  different  government*  and  iasn- 
tntions,  and  religiously  into  several  denMSiDa- 
tions,  *»  every  man,  in  pursuit  of  happiness,  haa 
an  inalienable  right  to  deiermine  the  couairy  of 
his  residesec,  ihe  government  of  his  choice,  and 
the  rdigioB  of  bis  hope  and  failb  j  that  deteraii- 
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aaiioD  will  rMl  on  lh«  riilio{  priMipk  of  tbe 
soul,  tbii  «xiaU  iiulf  in  love  of  aoaatij,  lore  of 
goT«ntmeot,  aod  love  of  religicui. 

Ur.  KoBKBTBoif  replied  at  lirge  lo  Mi. 
LowHDBB  and  olhen. 

Mr.  Edwakds  siaied  the  reasoDi  which  woald 
iodac*  bim  U>  TOI0  od  ihii  oeoBsion  aftioit  ibe 
ID  definite  poalpoiwKieiit. 

The  qae*tioB  wai  iben  liken  on  poslponing 
the  bill  l[ideBi)itely,and  Degatired— yeaa  73,  Dafs 
88,  aa  follows : 

YsA*— HaNn.  Adami,  Allan  trf'Maaaackiuett^  Al< 
Utt  of  Tannant,  Baldwin,  Bajlay,  Baecbei,  Boaa,  Cla< 
gett,  Cobtttn,  Croger,  Citthjaan,  DarliagUHi,  Drda, 
Eaile,  Ellieatt,  FtJfer.Hal]  of  Dalawata,  Haibrouok, 
Berbart,  Hilebcod,  Holmaa  of  Connecliut,  Ho[dun- 
aon,  Hubbaid,  HoBttngtoD,  Kirtland,  Lawjiar,  LItbi- 
nare,  Lowndei,  HcLiuie,  W.  P.  Maclar,  Maaon  of 
Maaaacbaietta,  Maion  of  Khode  Uand,  Meirill,  Mid- 
dletoD,  Milli,  MortoD,  Moaetej,  Mumibrd,  JeTemiah 
Ndaon,  H,  NeJaon,  Ogden,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmar,  Paiiotl, 
FawliDg,  Piadall,  Pitkin,  Fortei,  Reed,  Rice,  Ricbaril*, 
Rogglea,  Scbnjlar,  Beudder,  Beigoanl,  Battle,  8bci- 
woo^  Slocumb,  AleiaDdei  Smyth,  Stuart  of  Mair land, 
Talhnadge,  Taylor,  Tarry,  Upbam,  Walkai  of  North 
Carolina,  Waatarlo,  Wbitman,  WiJlIama  of  Cannac- 
ticut,  Williami  of  Naw  To4:,  Williami  of  Norlb 
Candina,  Wilkin,  and  Wilaon  of  Maaaadiuaatt*. 

NiTi — Meaara.  Abbott,  Andaraon  of  PenmrlTania, 
Anderaon  of  Kenlneliy,  Ball,  Baiboai  of  Virginia, 
Baitier  of  Ohio,  Baaaal^  BelliDger,  Bannet^  Bloan^ 
Boden,  Bijan,  BmaralV  Bnttar,  Campball.  Claibarna. 
Cobb,  Camatoek,  Cocdc,  CraAa,  Cnwiord,  Daaha,  Bd- 


-  Ima,  Harilaon,  Bandiiclu,  Uerkimei,  Barrick,  Hogg, 
Holueaof  Haaaachusetta,  Uontei,  Irtrng  ofNev  York, 
jobnaon  of  Virginia,  Johnion  of  Kentucky,  Jone^ 
Kinaay,  Little,  W.  Haoiay,  McCoy,  Marr,  Moore,  Mnr- 
ny,  T.  H.  Nataon.  Naabilt,  New,  Newlon,  Owon, 
FattaraoD,  Pleaaanta,  Qaaileai  Bbaa,  Rieh,  Ringgold, 
RoiwitBon  of  Konlneky,  Bobartaon  orLoniaJana,  8amp- 
1,  Sarage,  Saybert,  Miaw,  saabaa,  ffimUna,  Ballaid 


Icina,  Townaend,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tackai 
«r  Soalli  Carolina,  Tyler,  WaUer  of  Kantackr,  Wea- 
darar,  WUtaMda,  and  Wilaon  of  Pannayhwia. 

Th«  qneitioQ  reenrringon  Mr.  JoBnaoR's  aub- 
■titate— 

Hr.  BiBBODX  moved  to  strike  tbeiefrom  (he 
words  '^enacted,  and." 

After  Bome  eonreruitioD  on  ihia  matloo,  il  was 
aegaiived— ayes  07,  noes  76. 

Mr.  PiTKis  made  a  few  r^marba  agaiasl  the 
subttitute,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  JoBNaOH,  of 
Virginia  ;  after  which  the  question  was  taken  on 
Mr.  Jobnson's  prapcuiiian,  and  decided  la  the 
negaiiie:  For  the  amendment  64,  against  it  77. 

Mr.  RoBEBTBOH,  of  LoDiaiana,  thea  oSered  the 
following  snbsiiioie  to  the  remaimng  section  of 
the  bill: 

*■  That  in  all  proaaonlionB  whicli  may  hare^tar  be 
inatitatad  against  any  paraon  tot  having  engaged  in 
■ulitary  or  naral  Barriee  for  or  against  any  foreign 
Powar,  when  withont  the  juriadiotion  of  the  Uoitad 
8Ule%  who,  before  tha  eommiaaion  of  the  fact  with 


of  die  TTnited  States,  bat  shall  bava  aiarciaed  hie  ngU 
of  aipalriation  by  becoming  a  citizen  or  subject  of  any 
foreign  State  or  coomDcity  by  adoption,  it  shall  ba 
lawful  for  inch  person  to  giTesu^&ctof  eipatriatioa 
in  eTidence  npon  the  general  inna;  and  if  npon  tha 
trial  of  aaeh  peraon  ao  charged  aa  aforoaaid,  he  ahall 
prore  snch  &ct  to  tbe  aatis&ction  of  the  jnry,  be  shall 
be  diseharged  from  aneh  prDaacnlion." 

To  ^ve  time  for  a  little  refleelioo  on  this  new 
propoaition,  Mr.  Trimblb  mored  that  (he  amead- 
■neiit  be  laid  on  the  table  and  be  printed ;  wbieh 
waa  agreed  to. 

ToBBDAT,  March  3. 

Mr.  RoBEBTsoii,  of  Loaisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referral 
the  petition  of  Charles  Smiib,  a  wealthr  citjzea, 
who  wishes  to  bultd  a  ehnrch  and  sehool-boiMe 
■I  hia  DWD  ezpenae,  if  Congress  shall  grant  bim 
the  pre-emption  right  to  a  certain  tract  of  prairie 
land  whereon  10  Ijnild  the  same,  made  a  report 
thereon,  ezpiessive  of  iheir  hi^h  respect  for  th* 
motires  and  object  of  the  petitioner,  Dut  adrerae 
to  bis  prayer  on  general  piinciptes.    Tbe  repoit 

Mr.  SotJTBAHD,  from  the  committee  oa  ih« 
subject,  made  a  report  uofaroiable  to  the  prajrer 
of  certain  persona,  who  pray  to  be  incorparated 
for  the  purpose  of  trade  with  certain  Indiui 
tribeai  which  was  read  and  conearred  in. 

Hr.  Hbbbbbt,  fram  the  Committee  for  lh« 
Diairiet  of  Colambia,  reported  a  bill  to  ineorpo- 
rate  a  eompanr  to  build  a  bridn  orer  the  Bait- 
ern  Branch  of  Potomac,  from  tne  southern  lep. 
mination  of  Eleventh  street,  east,  in  tbe  city  (tf 
WaShiogioB;  which  was  read  twice,  and  eoBi> 
mitted  10  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  dia- 
charged  from  tbe  farther  consideration  of  tha 
resolaiion  of  the  Oeneral  AssembJv  of  Maryland, 
respecting  tha  monameot  ordered  to  be  erectea 
lo  the  memory  of  Major  General  tbe  Baron  da 
Kalb. 

Mr.  Rebd  sobmitted  the  following  pteamUa 
and  resolution: 

Wbataaa  a  raaalntiim  waa  paaaad  hj  the  Owgiaw 
of  the  United  Btalaa.  on  tha  14lh  daf  of  Oalobar, 
1T80,  ia  the  fottowteg  worda,  to  wit: 

ilaai>AK<  That  a  mawunant  ba  aaadad  ta  tba  Bern, 
oiy  of  the  late  Maiai  Qaaeral  the  Baron  da  Kalb,  in 
Itia  eity  of  AnnapoUa,  in  the  Slate  of  Mainland,  with 
tbe  following  inacriptton : 

"  Sacred  to  tha  HaauwT  M  Taa  BABon  on  Eui, 
Knight  of  iba  Bayal  Qidar  of  Militaiy  Mari^  Brig». 
dier  of  Iba  Arniaa  of  France,  and  Major  Q«M«al  in 
tlia  aarvice  of  the  United  Slataa  al  America.  Having 
aarved  with  honoi  and  rspnlaiiea  for  Oiae  jaata,  ba 
gBTO  a  laat  and  gloiiona  ptoof  of  Ua  aHaAman*  to 
tbe  libartiM  U  muJund  aftd  the  oaoaa  of  America,  in 
tha  actioit  near  Camdan,  in  Iha  Stale  of  6o«b  CvMb- 
na,entlia  16thof  Augnst,  17M,  when  leading  on  tka 
troops  of  the  Maryland  and  Dalawara  linaa  againal 
•upaiior  nnmban,  and  ammating  by  hia  eiaupla.  to 
daeda  of  valor,  be  waa  pierced  with  many  woandii,  aid 
OB  tha  IBth  foUowing  B^irad,  Is  dw  bity-eiglilb  yaaa 
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Ibaabied,  tker^e.  Thai  the  atBTt^iag  nwlntion 
be  KbrMd  to  m  Mieet  eolnmittis,  irith  inttitictiini 
report  •  bill  to  cairf  tha  hibc  into  eflact. 

Tbe  qnesLioD  wta  laken, "  Will  the  House  nmt 
CDDsider  the  said  resolution  T'  and  determined  in 
the  negalire. 

DUTY  OK  SALT, 

Mr.  LowHDBB,  from  the  Committee  of  Way* 
ud  MeiDi,  who  were  iQEtructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  tite  duty  on  ult, 
made  a  report  against  repealios  ibe  duty;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  lo  n  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole.    The  repoit  Is  aa  foUows : 

That  the  \M/tt  from  the  Sacnitry  of  the  Treamty, 
with  tha  atat— Mt  wtnob  acconyuiiea  it,  which  they 
lapert  to  ibe  Hotwe,  axpltiiu  tha  prinekial  olgaelirau 
to  the  npeal  of  tb«  dot;  in  ^Mluii,  irtiicfa  hara  in. 
dncod  the  oommitlaa  lo  concur  in  tlia  opioion  of  the 


TaiABVBi  DuABTKin,  Jim.  6,  181S. 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  121b  nltlniD,  i^ 
doaioE  a  reaolntioa  of  the  Houm  of  fiepreaentativei, 
iutraetiag  the  Coaimiltaa  of  Way*  and  Heana  "  ti 
Inqnire  into  tha  expedietu?  of  lepcaliog  the  law  lay- 
ing s  doty  on  imported  salt,  gianliaK  a  boooty  on 
ladled  fi^  eiporMd,  and  allowancnr  to  oarlain  vea- 
«lt  employed  in  the  fiahnie*  i"  leqneaUoB  any  infoi^ 
malieii  or  i^iaioiL  which  I  may  think  proper  to  com> 
mnnicata,  and  paHiciiIariy  an  eatimate  of  the  levemie 
wbicb  haa  acooBd  bom  the  aak  duly  in  the  T«*n 
ISljS  and  1817, 1  have  the  boDOc  to  aabnit  a  atate- 
Bteat  of  the  ra*e«w  aecminK  from  that  du^  doitDK 
tha  year*  IBIfi,  1816,  and  Oe  fltet  two  qnart^n  of 
1617,  and  of  (he  auonni  paid  upon  tha  axpoiti  " 
pickled  fiab,  an  well  aa  of  the  allowaoca*  to 
■uphyed  io  the  fiabeiiaa. 

VooaetinE  tbekoanQr  aadaliowaaeeeAwathasnu 
aaoisit  of  duty,  and  apportioiiinf  the  reniaindei  be- 
tween tba  two  yeara  and  a  half,  the  period  within 
which  it  baa  acoiied,  the  annual  aTerago  revenoe  arii- 
ing  from  that  daty  i*  eatimatad  at  ^10,01S.  But  aa 
the  war  prerented  impoitations  to  any  conudeiable 
extent  daring  the  fint  quarter  of  the  year  1810,  if 
(hat  qnaitei  sboold  be  omitted  in  the  eatimata,  tbe 
annual  revanoe  aiinag  fiom  the  duty  on  salt  daring 
*MNnod  otnbiBoad  in  tba  Hat— il  wonid  eseeod 
VBMiOOl).  By  companng  tha  reoua  of  dia  inttwo 
QVaiteiaof  theyawt.lS17widitbtwhidi  aoetved  in 
Om yMT  1S14  bapHanlhai  there  hw been  a eOMd- 
anbla  dudnrtion  daring,  tbe  latter  period;  It  may, 
Ibeielom,  be  UDiafe  to  ealimate  it  abon  VWO^OOO  a 
year. 

Tba  M*anne-in  the  an&ia)  rapoit  at  tho  TWanry 
WbaeaaaliB^ladfcr  Oie  year  lB19at9H,£U,M()t 
tacMint  the  iateiBal  dutaaa^  wUdi  haro  been  sf-  - 
npaalad.  Tbe.ntiMMfbi  ihatandibr  the  next 
waan'baMtimat^Ultn.OM.MO.  Th^apen. 
«Ma  ibr  tha  aave  year  ba<*  baan  ealinated  at 
«U,M«iMl  74,  wUoh  being  dedMed  frmt  tba  aali- 
Malad'  Meanue,  than  weald  raudn 
am%  bvyasd  the.  expenditure  si  pr 
I^Jaw,  of  V9fia  M. 

It  tfaatafbra  aniqaae.  that,  if  the  aall  tax  (ball  W 
Mfaaled,  there  wiU  b«  a  daOcit  in  tbe  reranne  of neea 
tM  •roe^ttW  •smiallir,  until  the.  paocaeda  at  tbe 


istereat  of  tl 


land*  in  the  State  of  MMfai^  aitd  in  (be  "'mi 
Territoty  abaU  be  applkabla  to  tha  etUHnl  iiijimw 
of  the  GoTemment.  Owing  Ihia  interval  Ae  *'**■% 
will  have  to  be  aupfdiad  by  (be  bafawoa  rrlbaaUrt  to 
be  in  the  Treaauty  on  tha  l«t  day  of  JamMty  at  A» 
preaent  year. 

Aa  it  la  oBoertaitt  what  ^ppniprjatioaa  nay  be  ^^ 
daring  the  preaent  aaeaion  (tf  Congreea,  hmjooA  f)^nt 
anthmted  by  eiiating  lam,  and  upon  whicb  the  sti- 
mataa  of  expendUore  iu  tbe  year  1SI8  ax« founded, it 
is  impoeaible  to  detennine  whelber  the  balance  in  lb 
TreaiuiT  will  be  equal  to  Oie  ao^y  of  tbe  defidcncy 
which  the  repeal  of  the  duty  upon  aalt  will  eieat*.  It 
u  alio  to  obaetre,  that,  aBer  paying  tb* 

public  debt,  and  reimboniiig  the  old 
LO  defened  (tock,  according  to  Ifta  [oin- 
ciplea  of  tbe  ftmding  •jstom,  tbe  appropriation  of  bn 
milliona  of  dollan,  conatitvting  IhentiUag  A]Bd,will 
be  unequal  to  the  diicbaig*  of  tba  LooisiMia  debt  dui* 
ing  the  yeaie  1818  and  1810.  Tbt  ieSaemi^  wat 
intended  to  be  aupplied&MB  the  balance  lamaifuo^  in 
the  Treaaury,  UDder  the  ptorWonB  of  the  act  of  tb 
last  aeaaion  of  Congreaa,  pnnitling  for  fte  tedemptioa 
of  the  public  debt.  A  reduction  of  the  balance  In  tJtw 
Treaauiy,  *o  ai  h)  prevent  its  applicatwn  to  tlua  citajce^ 
oagbt  to  be  cirelolly  guarded  agaitut. 

I  hare  the  honor  lo  be,  your  most  obedient  and  TOy 
humble  serrant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWPOSD; 

Hon.  Wiuj,4M  LowmiB, 
CAoMwwn  BiTfAe  Cem.  of  Womb  and.  Mean$. 


lahnttrnt  tieuatg  li 


i  1816, 


leamfiifdiiArMAMlaM 
tUnforMduri^  M«  yew  IMSwerf  1  _ 
M<iy»«m  the  \tt  afJaiwuj  to  O*  aoU  Am*& 
1817,  tcpAtr  with  t/te  am«umtfMJbritmM/y  mb 
jiieMed  jbA  cMorfed,  «i^  Ar  Jlbtnawn  i»  wsawA 
ety>hi/td  in  tht  fitktria  Sriitg  tkt  lome  period. 

Fteu  lat  Jan.  to  Slat  December,  I81&,  98uTm  4(1 
From  lit  Jaa.  to  31it  December,  ISIS,  1,100,746  70 
Trem  let  Jaauaryto  SOIh  June,  1BI7,      SSS.ISS  74 

Fntm  Ml  Jm.  to  Slat  December,  IBlft 

F(Mk  lat  Jmw  to  3l4t  Deoember,  ISI^  9086  81 

Fra«  in  Jwnaiy  to  80th  June,  1S17,  1,838  M 


FnirB'lat  JM.t»  Slat  Qweamhar,  181^  •i,isil  » 

From  let  ian.  to  SIM  Daoambei^  lIlS,  M.73C  » 

From  lat  Januaiy  to  SOth  Jane,  1SI7,  T6,7M  4S 
DmrxwTxxrr, 

rOSEPH  N0UR8E.  B^idv^. 
ADJODRNMENT  OF  CONQBESft 

The  House  then,  on  moiiou  of  Mr.  Seioeuit, 
proceeded  lo  the  consideration  of  the  proposition, 
submitted  by  him  a  ftw  days  ago,  contemplating 
the  adjournment  of  CoDgress  on  the  ^—  day  of 
March  iuttaal. 

Messrs.  SBnoEAtrr,  Babsett,  aARRBTT,  aod 
JoaiwON,  of  Eeniacky,  lupported  ibii  propoai- 
tion  geaerally,  on  the  ground  Ihat  the  seMion  had 
been  already  lO  far  prolonged,  as  that  the  boa- 
neae  wbioh  had  been  iraueBcted  bore  no  ptopor* 
lion  to  the  length  of  the  ^esaioa ;  tliBi,  B^eta 
som».«enai a  limit  were  fixed  »  tbeseaaion,  the 
batiaess  of  the  Uoum.  wonld  pivarKs  with  no 
greater  daapatoh,  and  that  at  laet,  Teitl  be  nercr 
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•o  fu  extcBded,  mnah  wori<  bt  I«ft  nnloiM  thit 
oagbt  10  be  duM ;  that  Mnioas  of  meh  loDfftk 
ate  not  neecMirr  in  tine  of  puee,  in  the  tnoi- 
Mtion  of  ordinarf  bBaiiaM ;  and  ibat  it  ma  na- 
tnnl  for  men  to  twax  ia  anr  paraai^  of  basin«M 
or  of  dntf,  to  whiah  a  terminatioa  u  Mt  fiiad, 
and  proporlionablr  to  aceelctate  their  progren 
what  appraa^Dg  the  certain  termination  of 
their  labote. 

TowbiehoaarseofreasoniB(MtMr«.LowiiD^, 
SiHKiNA  Hauusoii,  Pitun,  TnoKBK,  and  Tat- 
LOB  lepbed  in  inbttaBee,  Aat  t^  beat  way  to 
trM  the  pnUie  eeainre,  which  gentl«Bien  had 
deprecated,  was  not  to  atyoani  before  the  baainen 
wu  done,  Hit  to  haUan  its  jKogrM*  to  comple- 
tion, and  th«i  remedr  the  evil  ibat  vaa  aen- 
plained  of;  that  it  was  Mteilr  impnetieable  to 
Bdjeon  wiAin  the  time  prapoaed,  withoai  wfaolljr 
overlooking  mueh  of  ibe  boiueaa  now  on  the  ta- 
ble, Mme  of  which  hkd  been  alieadjr  for  feats 
bdore  the  Honac^  aod  whieh  the  pre*«Dt  wai  a  pe- 
cnliarlr  proper  time  for  acting  on ;  tliat,  u  to  the 
eompantire  lengthof  the  pietentand  foimerwa- 
aioDi  of  CongteBa,  it  waa  a  fact  that  there  had 
been  before  one  of  the  committees  of  the  Uooae 
at  the  preaent  settton,  more  boMneaa  than  there 
waa  ten  fears  ago  before  all  the  eonunitteet  of 
the  Hooae  together;  that,  on  general  principles, 
it  ii  inexpedient  to  tie  np  the  two  Haassa  to  ad- 
joam  at  a  given  day,  Biaee.of  neeeiaitf,  theboai- 
neta  tranmeieii  witliin  the  laat  dmja  of  sitting 
mnct  be  iMtonrnderatelr  done,  and  fntqnentlr  a' 
leitded  by  seriona  mistakes,  4c. 

Among  other  motiona  made  on  tfai*  sirtijeet  wi 
one  to  postpone  the  foriber  eoBiiderntiOn  of  the 
■eaolvuon  to  the  first  Monday  in  April  nezt, 
which  waa  BegMived. 

A  moUoD  waa  made  by  Mr.  HexBioK  toamend 
the  reaoire,  so  as  to  fix  on  the  20th  of  April  bs 
thedarofadiotiinment,aiid  thiamOlioB  w«a  ne- 
gatived. 

Ur.  Houfxa  then  moved  toamend  the  rsaalve, 
-ao  «i  to  fix  on  the  lOib  day  of  April  Cm  a^founi- 
meBL 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  naya  were  ot- 
dered. 

Mr.  Tatmb  then  renewed  a  motiaB,  which 
bad  beta  Iwiee  before  negaBvod^  to  lay  the  re- 
aolvc  OB  the  table,  with  the  view  of  allowing 
bim  lime  to  ofl'er  a  motion  for  appointing  a  oom- 
nuttee  to  Inquire  into  the  sabjeet,  which  ha  «nd 
Mr.  LowHBBB  euiieoded,  being  the  naaal  mods, 
waa  the  proper  one  in  tbis  ease. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  halt  en  the  table  wns  Bt 
length  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  61  to  78 ;  and  Mr. 
TaXLQB,  of  New  York,  ofierad  Ak  oonsideraiioa 
the  following  raaolutioa : 

JUtahO,  That  a  Joint  CeuaiUn  af  Mh  H. 

»  oMulder  sad  report  when  the  prsesat 


The  leiohitioo  was  read  once,  twice,  thrice, 
pasted,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  eonesrrenee. 
QEOBGU  CI.AIMS. 

The  Hetue  then  resolved  itself  into  a  ConuMit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  aBlboiixiog  the  pay- 


ment of  eeittio  cktana  of  Ocorgia  militia,  for 
aerviees  rendered  dnriagthe  jrcnra  1793-^1. 

Mt.  Cona  spoko  at  some  lugtfa,  recalUBg  the 
attention  of  the  Hobso  to  the  Maervaiions  he  had 
made  at  an  early  period  of  the  aeauon  in  support 
of  this  claim,  and  adducing  some  ftirlber  ac»- 
ments  dnwn  from  facts  not  in  his  pnwi  ssinii 
when  he  flrat  ezpreaaed  his  views  of  the  aob- 
jeei. 

Mr.  TaBBiti^  of  Qeotgia,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

Mr.  ChainiiaD,  I  will  detain  tbe  Committee  B 
abort  time,  by  making  soma  ftfasavniioBs  on  the 
bill  before  yo^  making  eompsaisBtion  for  servieaB 

rdered  long  aiBce  by  the  Oeoi^'a  milrtm.  I 
I  one  of  a  eeleet  commioea  direeMd  to  iMfuin 
into  the  nature  of  the  claittB  for  which  that  bill 
it  nlended  to  make  proviiioD,  which  inquiry  has 
resulted  in  the  eoBviotion  at  their  jnstiea.  It 
becomes,  therefore,  my  daty,  under  this  imptee- 
si«o,  ana  ^Mcially  ao,  as  one  of  the  immediate 
representatives  of  those  who  bold  these  olaima, 
to  show  the  Commiiite  tbe  gvomids  upon  whidi 
this  opinion  isfonnded. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  tbe  atreoffdi  of  these 
dnims  is  diminished,  by  tbe  length  of  time  wliieh 
has  elBMed  sinee  the  perfweaanceof  the  servieea ; 
I  am  also  aware  that  they  have  to  contend  wMt 
prejadioes,  very  natar^Trislnr  ap  in  oppauttoa 
to  tnem,  from  the  fact  of  Iheit  navinc  been  aoidd 
on  more  than  onee  b^  Cougrese.  These  arc  eb- 
jeeiiou,  however,  whiohare  not  subsmntial:  aod, 
tfl  mar  JQdge  of  tbe  fuiiire  by  past  acts  of  joa- 
tice  and  fiheraliir,  they  will  have  biu  little  weight 
With  this  Camnutlee. 

From  an  examination  of  tbe  docnmcats  whieh 
have  been  collected  Bod  aSettd  to  the  Ooamit- 
lee,  I  think  it  will  appear  most  clearly  that  Ae 
services  of  the  Oenr^  Bilitia,  as  auted  by  dm 
presont  applioBnts,  were  neeemary  for  ihe  safbty 
of  the  State )  were  fandeted  under  the  directiOB 
of  the  General  Qorenuneat ;  and  are  eniitied  ts 
compenrntioa  by  the  Qeneml  Ooverament.  I 
will  aHampt  t«  simplify  the  inrsstigBlicn  of  these 
claims,  by  coasidering  ifaam  in  two  pafatta  of 
new. 

Was  ibe  Qevemor  of  Qeaipm  aothorixed  to 
aalt  OBI  tfae  nBitiB  of  the  State  for  ita  dcfonee, 
vrithdiscretioBBry  power?  Was  this  powernMd 
beyond  Ihe  BeccMii^  ? 

And  lapnrebeBd,  if  it  shall  appear  that  author 
ily  was  delegated  to  the  Ooveraor  of  Oeorgia, 
for  the  purposes  of  dofenees  and  that  the  aeossailr 
existed  for  the  cnreise  of  this  power,  tfaeae  wifl 
arise  no  ol^eetion  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  on 
yoor  table.  Before  1  attempt  to  show  that  the 
BxecBtire  of  Oeorgia  wes  empowered  bjr  die 
General  Qovernaient  to  eall  ont  the  mili^  I 
will  advert  tmniisntly  lo  the  aitUBtion  of  the 
United  States  in  regnrd  to  the  Indian  tribes,  neat 
the  time  when  the  servieas  wen  peeformed,  for 
which  compensation  is  now  claimed ;  and  to  die 
laws  pamed  bv  Congress  ti  -.    -.    -     - 

dcot,  m  case  m  danger,  to  < 
Iha  Slates. 

From  tbe  tetminaiiim  of  Ihe  RevehitiaflBTy 
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mr,  to  the  period  alluded  lo.  and,  indeed,  for 
■ome  time  Hfier,  all  tbe  DaiioDs  of  Indiana  ou  the 
fVoDiien  of  ttte  United  Slates  were  Teetleit,  dis- 
"piMed  upoQ  the  leaii  exciiemeDt  to  hoetilitp,  oe- 
entiooiUf  making  inroads  upon  tbe  froniiar,  and 
eooamitting  murder* ;  and  with  some  of  them 
ttaere  eiisied  a  state  of  actual  war.  To  such  an 
extent  was  lliis  disposition  manifested,  and  to 
lerioos  was  this  war,  that  in  one  of  the  letters  of 
the  Secretary  lo  the  QoTernor  of  Qeorgja,  he 
Rsaigos  it  as  the  reason  for  not  affbrJing  prolee- 
lion  to  the  Biate  by  the  regular  troops.  And  il 
if  to  be  recollecttd,  that  some  of  theM  wars  were 
Wkged  with  great  perseverance  and  fierceness^  by 
tn  enemy  no  way  coniemptible,  and  against 
wbom  sacceu,  thoagb  eTcntoally  certain,  was  not 
determined  by  a  single  battle. 

All  the  acts  of  Congresa  passed  from  1789  to 
1796  to  authorize  the  BzecntJTe  to  call  out  the 
militia,  for  national  parpoaea,  give  especial  an- 
tkoritf  to  repel  ioTasioD  from  Indian  tribes;  and 
the  degree  and  exleol  of  the  danger  made  it  eon- 
•tantly  necessary  that  the  militia  should  be  used. 
The  number  of  the  acta,  and  tbe  different  limes 
at  whtch  they  were  passed,  having  expressly  in 
view  tbe  protection  oi  the  frontier,  show  conelo- 
atvelv  its  expend  sHoaiion.  J  believe  it  will  not 
be  said  that  any  part  of  the  frontier  of  the  United 
Btates  was  exempt  from  this  expoevre.  From 
Canada  to  tbe  southern  boundary  of  Georgia,  a 
line  only  of  lerritoriaL  demarkalion  separated  the 
inhabitant*  from  Indian  lands  and  Indian  neigh- 
Ixns. 

I  will  briag  to  the  recollection  of  the  Com- 
mittee some  of  those  acts  having  immediate  rel- 
evance, and  fiom  whieh^  tbroti^  the  medium  of 
the  Bzecative  of  the  Untied  Siatea,  the  Oovernor 
of  Georgia  derived  his  authority.  In  September, 
1780,  April,  1790,  lifareh,  1761,  March  and  May, 
1793,  acta  were  passed  to  eaable  tbe  President  to 
aflbrd  protection  and  prevent  invaaioa,  from  the 
Jodians,  by  the  militia,  or  to  call  ibem  ont  in 
«ase  there  waa  imminent  danger  of  invasion. 

[  will  DOW  inquire,  front  the  documents,  if  the 
£x«eative  of  Georgia  was  authorised  to  call  out 
the  militia  whom  we  now  ask  you  to  pay  1  In 
the  year  179S  the  OoTenor  of  Qeorgia  had  made 
fraqnent  cemmnnieations  to  the  E^ecviive  of  the 
United  Sutes,  on  the  subject  of  Indian  hoaillity, 
and  towards  the  close  of  it  the  appearances  of 
dauer  had  so  maltlplied,  as  to  mate  reparation 
foidefenee  absoluiely  neceatary.  In  answer  to 
a  communication  to  the  Wat  Department,  for 
that  MTpoae,  a  letter,  dated  October  37, 1703,  lo 
the  Gtovernoc  of  Georgia,  coaiains  the  foUotring 
inatruetioD:  "  If  the  information  you  may  re- 
'  oeive  shall  substantiate  clearly  any  hostile  de- 
'siaiu  of  tbe   Creeks  against  the   frontiers  of 


'  may  be  in  yaar  power,  and  which  the  occasion 
'  may  requite." 

In  coDieqnense  of  this  unlimited  power,  and 
upon  facts  aufficieBtly  strong,  ibe  Qovemor  in- 
formed the  agent  of  the  United  Siatea  (Hr.  Ha- 
bersham), that   "  ihe  very   erhieal  siiaatiou   to 


'  which  the  frontier  aeltlera  are  redaced,  froate 
'  late  murdera  and  depredations  eommilied  \h 
'  the  Indians,  it  is  rendered  indispenaaUy  nectv 
'  sary  that  means  be  taken  to  guard  against  their 
f  inroads.  He  is,  ibsrefoie,  reqaesied  to  fnnisk 
'  rations  for  the  militia  whom  he  had  then  nlhi 
*  ont  for  that  purpose." 

I  aal^  sir,'  if  toe  recited  paragraph  does  bm 
give  powers  alfogeiher  ample?  And  if  ihe  fmot 
then  In  the  knowledge  of  the  Qoveroor  were  not 
sufficient  to  justify  the  measures  tajcen  lo  call 
out  the  militia?  What  kind  of  prvofd  wonU 
you  have  Tci)Dired  of  hostiJe  designs?  To  wbtt 
extent  would  you  have  allowed  tbla  disposiikia 
of  the  Bavsgea,  thus  manifested,  to  have  been 
carried  before  yon  wonld  have  thought  it  nece^ 
sary  to  use  your  power? 

The  instructions  from  ihe  War  Department, 
itezt  after  those  of  ihe  above  letter,  are  in  Ibe 
communication  of  ihe  30th  May,  1793,  in  wfaich 
the  forces  inlendedfor  Ihe  defcDee  of  Georgia  are 
designated,  and  are  of  a  different  deteripUou,  and 
less  in  number  than  those  employed  by  the  Kx- 
ecuiive ;  for  the  reason  that  "it  did  not  yet  ap- 
pear that  the  whole  of  the  Creek  nation  were 
disposed  to  hostility,  oi  to  ennge  in  war."  And 
how  much  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  the  appear- 
ances given  by  Indians  even  of  friendship?  Bnt 
allow  that  the  whole  of  the  nation  were  not  ae- 
tuallv  engaged  in  war,  or  disposed  to  do  so,  their 
numbers  were  aueh,  that  one-half,  or  one  foarlh, 
woQtd  have  mads  it  necessary  to  have  employed 
more  than  one  hundred  foot  and  one  hoodred 
horse,  the  limit  of  ibe  provision  in  tbit  letier. 
It  is  acknowledged  that  tbia  fetter  limits  the 
power  of  the  Governor,  in  the  forces  to  be  era- 
ployed,  to  tbe  number  above  mentioned*,  nnleis 
It  majr  be  neeessarjr  for  him  "to  resort  to  the 
Constitutional  provision  to  whieb  he  is  referred 
in  case  the  State  of  Georgia  should  be  acrioiuly 
invaded  by  large  bodies  of  Indians;"  an  occnr- 
renee  which  it  seems  to  me  would  have  rendered 
tbe  reference  unnecesMry,  and  the  power  there- 
from derivable,  useless.  It  it  oselesa,  indeed,  ii 
Indian  war&re,  to  wail  for  an  invasioa  befoiv 
you  call  out  your  forces  for  piotection.  Bat,di, 
I  apprehend  the  Smie  government*  have  tbe 
power  to  use  their  forces,  and  make  evevy  prep» 
tation  for  defence,  wiiboQt  waiting  for  an  iava- 

These  instructions,  however,  coald  not  have 
reached  the  Oovernor,  or  have  been  acted  m,  be- 
fore others  were  given.  On  the  lOih  of  Jnnejin 
consequence  of  information  received  at  the  War 
Department,  the  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent, constilDles  Ihe  Oovernor  of  Georgia  the 
sole  judge  of  the  danger,  irs  probable  duration, 
and  recognises  the  forces  already  called  out.  He 
says;  "The  SiUe  of  Oeorgia  being  invaded,  or 
'  in  imminent  danger  thereof,  the  measures  lalieB 
'  by  your  Excellency  may  be  considered  as  iadis- 
'  pensable.  You  are  tbe  judge  of  ibe  degree  of 
'  danger  and  of  iisduraiioa,  and  will  undoubiedlf 
'  proportion  the  defence  to  exigencies.  ThePics- 
'  ident,  however,  czpreases  his  confidence  that  as 
'  aoon  as  the  danger,  which  has  induced  yon  to 
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'  sftU  out  w  Urge  ■  bodf  of  Iroopa,  (bftll  bare 
'  aubaided,  fou  will  reduce  the  tToops  to  the  ez- 
'  isiin^  stale  of  ibiogi;  indeed  to  the  Dumber 
'  meDtiooed  io  my  letter  of  the  30th  uliiino,  da- 
'  plicates  of  wbich  bare  been  forwarded ;  prori- 
'  ded  the  **(*^  of  'he  frooiietB  will  admit  the 
'  meaiure."  This  letter  of  iiigtmctiooe  turelf 
needs  do  conmtDl.  But,  sir,  od  the  19lh  July, 
the  Ex«eaiiTe  of  Qeorgia  received  a  despateh 
from  tbe  War  Deparlmeal,  referring  him  to  the 
letter  of  30lh  May,  for  iDsiruetioo  as  to  the  num- 
ber aud  deacripiioa  of  force*  to  be  employed,  and 
obserres:  "his to  be  boped^  from  no  informa- 
'  lion  liqviDg  been  reeeired  of  any  lale  depteda- 
'  lions  of  the  Creeks,  that  they  may  be  bronght 
'  to  a  seoM  of  their  crimee,  and  be  preratled  opon 

*  Io  sire  op  at  least  some  of  (he  authors  thereof." 
Il  will  be  perceired  by  the  Commtitee,  that  this 
letter  of  iastrnctioiiB  is  founded  apon  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  danger  had  diminished,  because  oo 
information  had  been  iecei?ed  of  any  late  depre- 
dations of  the  Creeks,  and  could  have  been  in- 
tended to  give  direction  to  the  course  of  the  Bs- 
eeutive  only  upon  that  fact.  The  reason  why  no 
depredations  had  been  recently  committed,  may 
be  easily  explained,  without  sapposing  any  change 
in  tbe  disposition  of  the  Creeks.  The  reiy  forces 
which  were  then  in  service  operated  to  prevent 

Bat,  upon  comparinf  this  letter  with  the  in- 
Btructions  of  the  22d  February,  it  will  appear 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  affect  the  discreiiooa- 
ij  power  of  the  Ooretoot  of  Georgia,  and  that 
it  bad  been  ao  coaaidered ;  for  the  Secretary  of 
War,  of  the  above  date,  referring  to  tbi*  bodr  sf 
Bilitla,  remarke,  "  that  if  this  number,  or  indatd 
'  any  exceu  of  the  force  hereafter  deioTibed, 
'  ahonld  eonlinne  to  be  kept  up  in  ordiDary  oaset, 
'  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  desires  ft  to 

*  be  explicitly  understood  by  your  Bzeellency 
'  ihattheGeneralOoTemtDeai  will  not  be  pledged 
'  for  iheexpense  tfaeieof." 

Snppoee,  sir,  yon  give  any  other  coastnieiioD 
to  these  different  letters  (rf*  the  37th  Oolober.SOth 
May,  10th  Jane,  and  19tk  jaly,  nothing  like  ef- 
fective measorea  eoald  have  Man  idopled,  no 
regular  system  could  have  been  put  io  operaiioa 
for  militia  service ;  and  here  I  will  remark,  that 
when  militia  have  been  called  ont  by  the  proper 
atitboritjr,  have  entered  your  service  ander  this 
imprcasion,  and  have  done  all  that  yon  required 
of  them,  they  shoald  be  paid  witboot  hesitatioD 
and  without  construing  too  eritically  the  instnic- 
tions  which  they  have  obeyed ;  otherwise  you 
may  weaken  their  eanfidiraoe  in,  and  atuehment 
to,  the  GovemmenL 

Tbe  power  delegated  to  the  Bsecniive  of  Gsor^ 
eia  was  not  used  unoeoessarily ;  a  few  facts  only 
1  think  will  he  sufficient  to  establbh  this  propo- 
sition. Id  Uarcb,  1793,  application  was  made 
to  the  President  by  the  Delegatea  from  Qeorgia 
for  the  establishment  of  magazines  of  arms,  am- 
munition,  and  for  calling  inie  service  the  militia 
of  the  neighboring  Slates.  About  this  period  the 
Qovernor  of  Sooth  Carolina  had  been  written  to 
on  this  very  subject  by  the  Biecotire  of  the 


United  Suttea,  directtaf  him  to  afford  assistance 
for  tbe  froniitt  protection  of  Qeorgia,  expressly 
declaring  that  tbe  Qeneral  QoTcrnmeot  would  be 
responsible  for  the  eipenses  incurred.  On  the 
SSth  April  Qovernor  Blount  found  it  necessary, 
from  the  danger  which  threatened  the  Territory 

m ._  ,   ,  ")pet  Creeks  and 

visit  the  seat  of 
.  .a  for  its  defence. 
Wss  Dot  Georgia  equally  exposed  1  At  this  time 
a  hostile  disposition  pervaded  tbe  whole  of  the 
lodiao  tribes  to  the  sotithwest,  and  the  United 
States  were  engaged  in  actaal  war  with  tbe 
Cherokee*.  In  a  letter  from  Qovemor  Blonnt,  be 
states,  that,  from  information  from  the  Indian 
country,  one  chief  had  one  thoasand  sis  hundred 
warriors;  and  it  is  now  generally  known,  that 
mosi  if  not  all  the  tribes  near  the  Floridas,  were 
supplied  with  arms  and  ammaniiion  by  the  Span- 
ish authority.  The  number  of  Indians  an  the 
frontiers  of  Qeorgia  and  Tennessee,  it  will  be  r^ 
collected,  were  greatly  beyond  what  they  are  at 
present  Was  it  an  improper  use  of  the  forces  of 
the  State  to  employ  ten  or  twelve  hundred  to 
gnard  the  whole  frontier  against  an  enemy  of 
from  six  to  ten  tboasaod,  a  frontier  of  four  hon- 
dred  mile*  in  extent?  Would  one  hnndred  foot 
and  one  hau4red  horse  have  been  suffieient  to 
prevent  savage  incursion  on  a  frontier  extending 
in  a  semi-circular  line,  from  tbe  head-waters  of 
the  Savannah  rivet  to  the  month  of  the  St. 
Mary's?  Let  ma  ask  what  would  have  been  the 
eoniequenee,  if  tbe  Execntive  of  Georgia  had 


•11  frontier !— what  the  consequence  if  the  In- 
dians bad  made  such  an  incuraioD  as  was  con- 
templated? Would  it  have  been  said  that  he 
had  not  the  power  to  use  the  phrsieal  force  of 
the  State?  Would  the  General  Qoreramoit 
bare  been  charged  with  neglect  or  indiffereaee? 
What  wonid  have  been  the  feeling  in  the  eonu- 
try  prodnced  by  the  massacre  of  nhy  or  an  hnn- 
dred  families?  Was  there  in  the  then  poatare  of 
afiir*  no  snch  ptospeel?  When  almost  all  the 
inhabitanu  were  occasionally  forled?  What  tie 
tbe  forces  which  you  now  bave  in  that  very 
country?  Four  thonsaod  or  upwards;  and,  net 
long  since,  incursions  have  been  mads  and  maa- 
sacres  committed.  Was  it  indiscreet  in  the  Bz- 
ecuiive  of  Georgia  to  keep  np  a  force  of  iwelre 
hundred  against  ten  limes  the  number  of  your 
present  enemy?  There  is  sufficient  reason  to 
believe  that  tbe  then  Executive  of  the  United 
Slates  expected  that  these  troops  should  be  paid 
by  the  General  aovernment  Muster  and  pay 
rolls  were  directed  to  be  sent  on  to  tbe  proper 
departmeDt.  The  letter  of  the  32d  Pelmiary, 
part  of  which  has  been  read,  recognises  these 
lorces;  end  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  lo  the  agent 
of  tbe  United  States,  (Mr.  Habersham,)  direoto 
(bal,  in  fntare,  ao' supplies  should  be  furnished  to 
a  number  greater  than  one  hnndred  foot  and  one 
hundred  horse.  An  additional,  and  perhaps  the 
strongest,  proof  that  the  QcDeral  Qoveratneiit 
fell  bound  to  pay  tbe  forces  iberetofore  called 
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— "•  "V" ■■ 

«it,uriUQisludfar  l^fKt,thiiM>«e  tinukfter 
Ihe  tmniQalioii  of  Indian  faostjlitr  in  thM  part 
of  the  eouBlrf,  Ihe  Uoited  Stales  settled  with 
her  agcDlaad  paid  him  for  ibe  BOppliea  fbrniahed 
tbeae  tttj  troopa.  How  ceo  jroa  separate  tbe 
claim  for  paymetil  for  serriees,  when  yoa  ac- 
knowledge  youraelf  bound  ta  sapport  tbe  troopi 
who  periormcd  Ibem  1  And  bere^  cir,  let  me  le- 
■tark,  that  if  700  i«fue  payment  for  the  setficeE 
peiformcd  hy  these  militia,  troD  maiie  tham  a  e«1- 
itarr  exception.  Militia  called  oat  bj  the  Oeo- 
cnJ  QovernmcDt  at  tbe  came  lime.ui  differed 
Stata  and  TetritoticB,  hare  been  til  paid ;  and 
in  DO  ioMaoee  that  I  kflow«f  hare  aof  militia 
who  performed  scfrieee  been  refused  paTmeoL 
The  militia  of  both  the  Carolina*,  of  the  BoDlfa- 
jwaaterD  Territory,  called  out  under  prpciself  ^e 
M»e  circnmetaneea,  hare  been  paid. 

I  have  not  alitm^ted  10  calculate  exactly  the 
WBDuot  of  these  claims;  but,  to  show  that  from 
i^il,  1792,  to  February,  17M,  or  as  soon  thete- 
Bitcr  as  the  militia  could  be  diMharged,  they  are 
antitled  to  eompeasaiion  for  seiriees  so  lonv  siaoe 
tendetcd.  This  is  all  they  uk,  and  1  will  tay 
thai  DO  loiliiia  were  more  meritorions,  more  pa- 
triotic, or  patfonncd  more  bitbfully  their  duty. 

After  some  amendmeais  had  been  made  to  the 
4elalb  (»f  tbe  bill,  a  motion  was  made  to  strike 
««t  the  first  Mciioo  of  the  bill— 

Hr.  TALtiuiHii  rose  in  support  of  the  motion, 
the  merits  of  which  hs  examined  with  reCereaea 
10  the  doeumenta  on  whieb  it  had  been  snetaineit, 
M»  well  ae  10  the  old  an  of  the  claim,  and  its 
■Mpeated  r^eetioiis  ia  lormer  days,  and  diuiBg 
IW  AdminisUalioB  of  WashisEton,  when  the 
MKl  Mlwe  of  the  oUkn  was  better  luidastood, 
beaaid.tban  it  poaaibly  could  be  ai  the  present 
day.  Healio  took  tbcgrouodagaiast  thisclaim, 
Ihat  it  was  intended  and  undentood  by  some  ot 
tJM  Commbaioaers  at  least,  and  ao  reported  by  a 
aomaittee  of  the  Honae,  to  have  been  mergM  in 
the  amonat  of  81,35(^000,  which  the  Uaitad  f^m 
^lgn»d  to  pay  to  Oeonia  for  the  lenitoijr  eeded 
hy  that  Bute  i«  iha  United  Slalei. 

-Mr.  FoaaTTa  replied  to  Mr.  TALLUAOaa,  fito 
by  point.  He  denied  that  long  denial  of  justice 
tMgbt  to  coastitttie  an  obstacle  to  us  final  award, 
«  that  repeated  refusals  ought  to  be  plead  in  bar 
-t«a  just  claim.  He  went  into  a  foil  ezAnuna- 
tign  of  the  grounds  of  the  claim,  which  he  mw- 
Wioad  with  earnttineu.  In  rq[Ud  10  AUonacy 
<ileiietal  Lincoln's  aiHiu|»)orted  imprCBsiooa  r«- 
apeoiiB(  ibe  liquidation  otthis  claim  by  the  can- 
ventfan  between  OeorKia  aad  the  Uniiad  States, 
which  had  been  qiwied  by  Mr.  TALi.HAaaB,  he 
rafused  them  any  waighi  whatever,  paniculady 
when  there  wa«  direct  teetimony  by  two  other  of 
tha  Conunissioiwn,  posilirely  denyiag  the  cor- 
reotoess  of  Ur.  Lincoln's  impresaious.  Hr.  F. 
cooduded  bis  oomprehoisiTe  views  of  this  ques- 
tion by  expressing  bis  earneat  hope,  that  josliee 
would  at  len^h  be  done  to  Uiese  claimanta. 

Tbe  question  was  then  takea  on  eiriking  out 
tbe  first  •ectioo  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
aafntJTa  So  to  59. 

The  Comniiitee  then  rose  and  reported  Ibe  bill 


a  the  House ;  btti,  beforecomigg  to  any  inaaa 
L.»...   th.  ifr g  *^oiir»ed. 


thereon,  the  Hob 


Wkdhbbiut,  March  4. 

Mr.  PLB^aAHTa,  from  tbe  Comtaitiec  tn  tta- 
tbI  Afiairs,  made  a  report  on  the  setitioa  a[ 
Captain  Samuel  C.  Roed,  on  behalf  of  the  «ft- 
om  and  crew  of  tbe  armed  brig  Gmml  Ara- 
Birong,  which  wa*  read ;  whm  Hr.  P.  repotlri 
a  bill,  authorizing  a  sum  of  money  to  be  duuib- 
oted  among  the  officers  and  crew  of  tlie  aaid  late 
priraie  armed  brig,  the  OeneralArmMrong;  which 
"*'  "^  twice,  and  oommitted  to  a  Cotnminee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  Spjeahb  laid  before  the  House  a  later 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  tianamiiitnc  a 
copy  of  tbe  proeeedioBs  of  the  court  martial,  and 
of  the  memorial  of  tbe  midshipmen  and  other 
officer*,  called  for  by  the  reiolQLca  of  this  Hoaac 
of  the  26th  ultimo ;  which  wu  referred  to  tlie 
Committee  on  Naval  Afikin. 

EXPATHIATIOK  BILL. 

The  question  under  coosideralion  being  on  the 
adoplioa  of  the  following  subalitaie  offered  by 
Mr.  RoBEBTeoK,  of  Louiiiana,  aa  an  amendment 
to  the  remainiDg  section  of  the  bill : 

"  That  In  all  proMcutions  which  maj  hoeaJter  be 
institnted  agiiiut  any  perwn  for  having  engaged  in 
militarj  or  naral  «8«ice,  fiit  or  against  any  lbr«iga 
Power,  when  withmtt  die  joriadictiaB  of  tbe  tJnilad 
Stitaa,  who,  bdbre  the  commiaiusi  of  tbe  ftet  wjifc 
''J^ S?" .■^"•^ **"°»^ *»■*•« *~a  " '»'»«"« 
ofttw  VnitadBlalea,  but  ahaU  hanazeRMMT^it  #vfit 
of  expabrialion,  by  bannailng  the  dlfaao  w  saUad  «/ 
say  iiir<agn  Gtate  m  eomnnuity,  by  tAtfiim,  b  "^tHl 
be  tsfrM  for  miA  parrai  to  gha  wvHt  ktt  tf  eanatoi- 


>ke  aatia&ctiai  of  (he  jmj, 
sneh  preaecnljoB :" 


upon  the  trial  of  audi  psncn  ao  dmied, 
ha  dull  pMTB  each  Act  to  Ike 
he  diaU  be  diKhaiged  faiai 

r.  FoBsiTB  made  an  aunceesafid  taotioo  Is 
aiMnd  tbe  substitute  ao  as  to  require  that  the  cit- 
izen desiring  to  exiMtriate  himself  should  eaasc 
ia  be  recorded  in  lac  ^ce  of  tbe  elerk  of  a  &- 
ttict  eoort  twelve  monlha  provioaa  aotiee  «f  hit 
intention. 

Mr.  Taaay  moved  to  strike  oat  of  the  tlurd 
line  of  the  subaiitnu^  the  words  "  for  or  "  wfaiek 
motion  was  sapparted  by  the  mover,  aitd  hr  Jdr. 
Ooi.aTOiT,  and  oppoaed  by  Meases.  BwAana, 
BoMxTBoii  of  Louisiana,  and  EiOwanM,  and 
iMgatiTed  fay  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  LivaHMOKB  moved  to  strike  out  cf  the  lath 
line  the  words,  "  give  such  lact  of  ezpattiaUoa," 
and  insert,  "  give  tbe  fact  that  be  has  been  nat- 
nmliEed  in  some  foreign  State  ;"  which  motion 
was  auppofted  by  the  mover  in  a  few  remarb, 
and  agreed  to. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  LivaUiosB,  die  words,  "or 
cottununity,"  were  Bliiekea  from  tha  IQth  line; 
md, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caawpono,  the  words  "by 
idopiioD,"  following  in  the  saaae  line,  weraaho 
stricken  oat. 

Mr.  Maioaa,  aflec  bnefiy  explaining  and  aap- 
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'  portia*  Utt  priniitiwi  b«  tmg  nofc,  moval 
to  strikeout  after  ihe  ww4  "hiT*,"!!!  tkeTtti  liae, 
the  wofds  *  bcM  •  «^lw«a  of  tfa«  Uniud  &Mt«s, 
bat  aliall  h*Te  exeKised  hU  right  of  ezpstrjatiM 
"by  becMning,"  iq  the  fhh  line,  sod  iDsertin;  tke 

'urord    'become,"  to  secDininodate   tbe  senst; 

\  irbich  atation  wu  agreed  to. 

'       Mr.  LOVHDM,  after  lenatkiitf  that  the  aCt  ot 

■  naturalintiOD,  to  be  valid,  ought  to  bi  made  wilb- 
'  in  the  jptiidictioii  of  the  QonrQment  of  wbiah 

■  the   pereon  becomes  a  anbject,  tao*ed  to  iniett, 

>  after  tbe  word"  Btate,"  in  tbe  lOtb  line,  the  word* 

■  "wIiilevitbiBito^riadieiioK;"wbtahwatflfreed 
I  to  witbodt*  diviaiM. 

Mr.  Mbbinw  oezi  maVed  to  insert  efter  "  Uai- 
I  ted  Suiti^"  ID  the  Oth  liae,  the  word*,  "  aud  not 
I  in  hoatility  agiiiiit  the  aaid  Slatea  f  which  was 

>  agreed  te,  65  to  50. 

>  The  next  amendnient  propoaed  was  bj  1 

1  TAU.1UJWB,  to  itttan,  after  "  hn*,"  in  the  «... 

'  liDe,thew«rds'''bonafidetidTdiiMarilr>"  vhich 
motion  prevailed ;  when. 

No  other  atnendmeet  being  offered,  the  qtea- 

j  tion  was  ataied  on  adoptins  the  amendment  as 
ameaded ;  «ed  which  is  as  roltows : 

I  ■■  ^at,  In  all  proaecDliDiii  which  n»j  bereiAer  be 
inatitnlad  againit  anj  penoB  for  tuTing  eDgaged  in 
tnllitarj  or  nanl  aervice  fcr  or  againrt  BnjfbTewn  Pow- 
er, when  without  the  jnriwlietion  of  IbeUoHedStatei, 
and  not  in  heitilhy  againit  the  njd  Stalai,  wito,  befbrs . 
the  eommtnion  of  the  fact  with  niiieh  he  maj  itand 
ebarged,  ihdl  haT«  bcroB  fide  and  idnntarilr  b«come 
-the  dtiam  m  oab^eol  af  mij  foreign  State,  wtdle  wHhfai 
ita  jnriadiotiaB,  it  ihtll  be  lawful  fei  meb  peiar-  - 
Ci*»  Ike  fcet  of  hi*  haiiog  bena  nateraliaed  b;  i 


if,  upw  the  ttialoftbepenoai  .    . 

he  Aaa  pnne  an«^  fact  t»  (he  aatieheHwi  ef  the  jnij, 

be  Aall  be  dietfaetged  frow  andi  imieamtina  " 

Mr.  Pitkin  snbmllted  eome  argumenti  agtitDst 
the  anifqdnieitt^vM  wm  lepAed  to  hy  Mr.  Roa- 
I    ERTsoH,  of  Louisiaaa. 

'        Hr.  Tbihblb  then  read  an  amendment,  which, 

I    for  reasons  which  he  offered  at  large,  he  wished 

'    incorporated  icto  the  bill;  the  object  of  which, 

'    sabstBDCially,  was  to  recogoise   the  right  of  a 

citizen  to  enter  into  the  service  of  any  foreign 

'    GktTemmeat  with  which  his  counirp  (aay  be  at 

peace,  without  thereby  forfeiting  his  right  ofctt- 

izenihip  at  hom^  Su. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  replied  to  some  of  the  arguments 
used  by  Hr.  Tbim bce  in  support  of  the  ptincjplr 
he  baa  proposed  to  introduce  into  the  bill. 
Mr.  Tbihblb   then,  after  obserriDe  that  the 
, ;„  af -this  principle  mietit  be  referred  with 


lied  by  yeee  ted  neye^-fci  the  ameadmeat  98, 
agatnai  it  61,  as  follows ; 

TiJia— 4fMsn.  Abbott,  Andenon  of  PenanlTanis, 
Andenon  ef  Kentaeky,  Ball,  Barboar  of  TirKinia, 
BaibeT  wt  Ohio,  Baseett,  Betsnan,  Bayley,  BeniBgei, 
Bteo^eld,  Blomt,  Bodett,  BnrweU,  Batlec,  Ctnp. 
Ua,  OtOiant,  Oebb,  Cook,  CreAe,  Ciawferd,  Oroger, 
BeAa,  Bade,  IdWatds.  Er^  of  Seelb  GaKdka, 
Ployd,  Forney,  Porsylh,  FuUer,  Gage,  Otmett,  Hala, 
Hall  of  NMlhCanli&a,  Hartieou,  HeedriAe,  Herbert 
Henick,  HeieM,  Bitehoock,  Sahami  of  MeMdMetts, 
Hauler,  Johnwu  of  KmAi^.  Jonev  Kinsey,  Ktit> 
lead.  Lawyer,  Linn,  Little,  I.Dinkdee,  W.  Haday,  W. 
F.  If acl»r  Kerr,  Meioar,  Moots,  Morttu,  Momfbtd, 
Hairaj,  E.  HeUoo,  T.  M.  Hehnn,  NaebUt,  New,  Ogle, 
Owen,  Parrott,  Patteraoi),  Pleawnt*,  Qoailes,  Bich- 
ards,    SiDggDld,    RaberlMii  of  Kentucky,  dampeon, 


Sauge,  Sawyer,  SiUbee,  Simkias;  Alexander  Smyth. 
J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  S»Do«r,  Stewart  of  North  Cat' 
oUns,  Terr,   Terrili,   Trimble,   Tucker   of  Tirgiiiie, 


moreproprieiy,  perhaps,  to  the  Consideration  of 
'  the  NeutrBlliT  bill  reported  by  Mr.  FobbyTb, 
<     when  it  should  come  up  for  consi deration,  and 

DOt  wisb^Dg  to  press  a  proposilioQ  now,  of  the 
i      success  of  which  he  was  aat  sanguine,  withdrew 


'      ftgiiut  the  snhetiwie  Bpder  BOi>eider»tioa  ^ 

I      whiab  the  quBBlioB  was  Mkei  m  Mr.  Koiekt-: 
«oii'«aitb«tiHut«£Dr.iheBe<«Bd  ■eeiion,  sad  qat-: 


Teller  of  Bon^L  Garalina,  Tyler,  Uphem,  Walker  <tf 
North  CaroliDa,  Wdker  of  Kentncky,  Whitadde,  WB- 
lieBw  of  North  Oardhie,  and  Wlbon  of  PenUeylninia. 
Nits— Meat*.  Adams,  Allen  of  Vermont,  Awliii, 
Baldwin,  Beecher,  Boss,  CleKetl,  Coliton,  Conuteci, 
Cnibmaa,  Darlington,  Drake,  ElQcott,  Folger,  Hall  of 
Deleware,  Hssbroni^  Hogg,  Hobnes  of  Coixoecticat, 
HepkinioB,  Hubbard,  Hentington,  IJTermore,  Mc- 
Lane,  HoCej,  Meeon  at  HMBeeheeetM,  Merrill,  Hid- 
dieton.  Mills,  Haedey,  Jeremiah  Heboe,  Ogden,  Oir, 
Palmer,  Pawling,  Findall,  Ktkim  Reed,  Jthea,  Rice, 
Sicb,  Robertaon  of  Looiriana,  Boggles,  SchaTler, 
acaddar,  Sergeant,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Bloctnb,  Bel. 
Smith,  SUiait  of  Meiyland,  Tellmadn,  Taylor,  Tenj, 
TomiAtBs,  Weiulo?er,  Weeterlo,  Whitman,  WilUaine 
af  Conaeeticnt,  Willianw  of  New  York,  Wilkin,  md 
WilsoQ  of  HsssachuMtla. 

Mr.  WiLLiAKs,  of  North  CareliBa,  eAer  enter- 
ing briefly  into  ae  explaKBtion  of  hit  reeeoai,  rf- 
fered,  as  an  additional  section  to  the  bill,  ■  pro- 
tisioo,  in  substance,  that  no  persoa  BBeiling  him- 
self of  the  bill,  ftud  beoomiag  expatriated,  should 
ever  after  be  permitted  to  be  again  nitumliaed  a 
citizen  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  RioB  mored  ^*t  the  whole  subject  bs  in- 
definitely postponed,  decUriog  that  the  IhII  had 
assumed  ■  character  which,  however  disposed  to 
rote  for  the  original  bill,  hi  thought  would  aa- 
swer  no  good  purpoei^  and  to  wbish  be  wu 
therefore  opposed. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  sabmittcd,  much  at  Uogtb, 
his  rtasoiu  for  dis^piesing  the  bill,  and  far  sup- 
porting its  indefiniie  px^tpenement. 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoN  relied  to  seme  of  Mr.  Till- 
madob's  argamenle,  and  staled  the  reasoos  which 
placed  him  in  oj^iition  to  the  bill  as  it  had  been 
amended,  his  main  objection  being  the  prinoiple 
included  in  the  second  amendmeoiofiered  by  Mr. 
McBOEB,  deayiag  the  right  of  a  citizen  lo  fight 
in  defeace  of  his  adopted  coualry— eren  agauist 
the  eavntry  from  which  he  night  hare  «x|>alri- 
aied  himsdf. 

Idi.  JofuwoH,  of  KenMoky,  spoke  a  ehoe  ciiM 
in  si^pport  aM  illuatFatiea  of  che  afHBionsbe.faed 
-pievieualy  subaiiuad  in  the  debate. 

Mr.  LewNOBB  after  etaiieg  his  b«lirf  tbaiUr. 
Mebob*'*  aeooad  amendaneot  w«a  adopted  1^ 
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the  Home  witboni  being  ■*■»  o[  it*  fnll  cfieei, 
■Dd  declaring  ibat,  for  one,  be  bud  siren  bii  «»- 
■enitoit  wilhouc  fnll^  appiehcnding,  from  the 
part  of  ibe  Eubslimie  in  which  it  bad  been  ia- 
leried.  Ihe  eztenl  of  the  principle  it  inrolvcd, 
moved  (Metsn.  WiLi,iAHa  ftad  RicB  haTing 
withdrawn  their  motloai  lo  give  an  opportnnilr 
tberefoi)  lo  reconsider  the  vole  on  that  amend- 
iDenL 

On  thii  nutioit  Mr.  Uhrcbk  enlered  into  a 
general  jasliflcition  of  the  amendment  in  qne^ 
tion ;  after  which  the  motion  to  reconsider  was 
agreed  lo ;  and  the  queilion  then  reearring  on  the 
lecond  imendment  offered  bjr  Mr.  Mebceb,  that 
reconsidered,  it  waa  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  LowitDEs  then  moved  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  State."  ip  the  9th  line,  the  words  "  and 
whilst  the  said  foreign  Stale  shall  not  be  in  bo>- 
Itlih'  against  the  said  United  Stales." 

This  motion  waa  opposed  by  Mr,  RoBEaTson, 
and  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Williams  then  renewed  hi*  motion  to  add 
the  section  which  he  had  just  before  offered  and 
withdrawn;  which  motion  was  also  negatived 
without  a  division. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative— afea  Si,  noes  75. 

So  tbe  bill  was  finally  rejected. 

GEORGIA  HILITU.  CLAIMS. 

The  Hoase  tbeti  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
afment  of  certain  claims  from  the  Blate  of 
:argia,  for  military  services  rendered  in  1793, 
aod  179i. 

The  Committee  had  reported  the  bill,  filled  up 
with  the  sbm  [of  9143,500;  which  amendment 
the  Hoose  refused  to  concnr  in. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  witli 
$140,000,  and  spoke  at  some  length,  and  earnesllr 
ID  favor  of  the  bill  and  his  motion ;  which,  how- 
ever, was  negatived. 

Mr.  Tatlok,  thinking  the  Hoase  had  clearlv 
indicated  iu  hostilUf  to  the  bill,  moved  iia  indeD* 
niie  postponement. 

This  motion  brought  on  a  verr  long  and  ani- 
mated debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Fobbttb,  Cobb. 
BALnwin,  and  Mbbcbb,  strenuously  advocated 
the  bill;  and  Messrs.  Livehuobb  and  Tall- 
HAVOl  opposed  it ;  the  latter  rerjr  earnest]/,  and 
at  mnch  leoftit. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  bill  indefinite- 
ly was  ultimaielf,  about  half-past  five  o'clock,  de- 
cided in  the  negative— yeas  S4,  nays  64,  as  fol- 

Ybai — MeMTi.  AUsn  of  Veinoat,  Bstsman,  Baj- 
l«r,  Bon,  Butler,  Clssett,  Comstock,  CnfU,  Sraks, 
Folger,  Gage,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Haibrouck,  Hogg, 
Hidme*  of  Ctnineetteut,  Hubbard,  Hnnter,  Irving  of 
New  York,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Linn,  Little,  LlvermDie, 


North  Carolina,  TaUmadge,  TbtIot,  TmnpUna,  Op- 


ham,  WMidanr,  Waifaito,  WiUwBM «t  rsswiliiiil, 
snd  WttUams  of  Now  York. 

Nx»— Meovr*.  Abbott,  Adsmi^  AndansB  of  Iwrn- 
qlvania,  AndeiMn  of  Kentacky,  Anatia.  BaJdam, 
Ball,  Baiboni  of  Virginia,  Baaselt.  Bellingw,  Bla<M- 
Geld,  Canpbell,  Claiboms,  Cobb,  ColaloB,  f^ook, 
Crawford,  Darlingtaa,  Edwards,  EUieoU,  Fl(9i,Toi- 
ney,  Forsytb,  Gamett,  Hsll  of  Nortb  Caroliai,  Bs- 
rison,  Hendricki,  Hubbard,  Hetrick,  Hitchcock,  HoLbh 
of  Hassachasstu,  Hopkiiuoo,  Huntington,  Jobnaosa 
Kenlncky,  Kinwy,  Lowndsa,  McLane,  Maaon  of  Ma- 
nchtuetts,  Mercar,  Middletoo,  Milla,  MoMley,  Uc- 
r«y,  Jeromiah  Ndmn,  H.  Nelaon,  T.  M.  Nelaoo,  ■(» 
bitt,  Orr,  Owsa,  Parrolt,  Paiterwn,  Pindall,  Ftaasaob, 
Reed,  Rhsa,  Robertaon  of  Kontm^y,  Rng^lca,  9er 
geant,  Bimkins,  8p*ed,  TarriU,  Taokor  of  Vi/giu 
Tncker  of  aoalb  Caioliaa,  and  Wilson  of  Mbbl 

TanaBiiAi,  March  5. 

Mr.  LowMD^a,  from  theCammitt«e  of  IVvj 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill,  supplementary  to  lb 
several  acts  relative  to  direeitaxes  and  laCerna 
duties;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commuted  > 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HuQH  NaLaoH,  from  tbe  Committee  oo  tk 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  ikc 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  lo  increase  tbe  sBlaria 
of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  far  the  Disirtci 
of  Columbia,"  reported  the  same  without  aaaeod' 
ment,  and  the  hilt  was  committed  to  a  Comoiit' 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  NiLaoK.  from  tbe  same  eommiiiee,  whe 
were  insiiuctea,  on  the  22d  Deoember  tmMt,  to  in- 
qalre  wheibtr  tbe  funds  of  ibe  distriec  court  ot 
New  York  have  bees  futhfnllr  applied,  «ade  k 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  onlered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nhlbon  reported  a  bill  raspcetiBg  tb«  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  States,  within  tbe  Stale 
of  New  York;  which  was  read  the  firat  time. 

BUBViviNa  ornoBss  and  soldiers,  &c 

Mr.  Blooh FIELD,  from  the  committee  on  ikii 
part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relaies  ts 
the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  o£  the  ReroJa- 
tionary  Army,  lo  which  was  referred  tlie  amead- 
meots  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  Ihe  bill,  eniiiM 
"An  act  to  provide  for  certain  surviTiag-  offieen 
and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  Army,"  re- 
ported tbe  same  with  an  amendment;  whieb  waj 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  tbe  House. 

The  first  part  of  the  first  section  of  the  said 
bllL  as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  Seaate,  u 
as  follows : 

That  every  commissioned  officer,  Dan-coamusBOMi 
officer,  moiician,  and  ptivate  soldier,  who  aarrad  ia 
tbs  war  of  Uis  KaTolntion  uotil  Ihs  end  thereof  oi  Ek 
a  term  of  nine  months,  ot  longer,  at  any  period  of  tkt 
war,   on    tbe    ContinenEal   Estsbliahmeat,  and  cw] 


led  officer,  n 


iastonedoi 


Bar,  or  marine,  who  served  at  the  eame  lima,  and  fm 
a  like  term,  in  tbe  naval  aarvioe  of  the  Uaited  Stales, 
who  is  yet  a  reaidaat  dUten  of  Ihe  United  Btalea,  is, 
orbeTMiRar,  l^r  reaaimof  hiaradDcadcircnmataneetai 
lift,  shall  be  in  need  of  aasislance  ftom  tib  eowitiy  fa 
Bi^pait,  and  shall  hava  anbstantiated  hia  oUm  ts  • 
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pwiiinn  ia  tho  manneT  bar^Dtftar  dii»etedt  ibill  >•-. 
ceiTe  ■  p«DBoii  taitti  tho  Unil«d  State*. 

A  motiga  wat  mftde  by  Hr.  Edwaidb,  in  order 
to  eoUrg*  ibe  profisioDs  of  the  bill,  lod  oMhe 
them  M  oompreheiuiTa  as  be  could,  to  strik*  ooi 
of  tbe  Benale'a  amoDdmeDt  tbe  words  "ini  tbc 
Contioanlal  Btublishmeiil."  This  amendment 
would  hare  tbe  eficet  to  embrace  all  wbo  HTTcd 
for  niae  monthi  is  tbe  miliurp  (erriee,  and  were 
ID  service  at  tbe  ebd  of  ihe  war,  Ibod  iDeladiog 
the  mililM  m  well  aa  the  tegalare. 

This  motion  gave  il*e  to  coaiiderable  debate, 
in  which  Meisn.  Hdwakds,  Sihkinb,  and  Stho- 
TBER,  nrgeDlljrsuppotied  tbemotioo,  audMesan. 
PiLUER  and  BhoourtEvo  opposed  it. 

In  faTor  of  the  moIioD,  was  adduced  the  im- 
portant services  of  the  militia  dutiog  tbe  Revo- 
IntioD,  frequeoily  of  the  higheit  importaoce,  aod 
always  more  meritorioUB  than  tboie  of  ibe  regu- 
lars, oecauie  not  aoder  the  impulK  of  profeuioDal 
inducements  aad  obligBtiooa. 

AffBinat  the  molloa  the  main  argumeDl  was, 
theimpoliev  of  tbe  amendment,  as  undioK  lo  de- 
feat the  bill  on  its  retain  to  the  Senate^  wboae 
diBposttioQ  on  the  aabject  bad  been  snmclentljr 
indicaledbr  tbeameadmeatsithad  atreadjr  made 
to  thp  bill.  Tbe  merit  of  tbe  lerriees  of  tbe  mili- 
tia was  not  denied,  bat  the  difficulty  of  discrim- 
inating between  those  who  served  occaaioiwUl' 
and  those  wbo  served  for  a  particular  term  m 
time,  was  meotiooed,  as  cooslilaliDg  an  obstacle 
to  any  provision  on  tbe  subject. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in 


Tiiginia,  Blount,  Boden,  Bijan,  Borwetl,  Claibtona, 
Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Desha,  Edwards,  Floyd,  Poi- 
nev,  OaniatI,  Hall  of  North  Cattdina,  Hogg,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Jahnsonof  Kentockj,  Jonei,  Lit- 
tle, Mart,  Mason  of  Bhode  Island,  Harcei,  Merrill, 
Milla,  MnmroTd,H.  NaIson,NMMtt,New,  Orr,  Owan, 
Pindall,   Pitkin,  PUasants,    Porter,  Qaarlei,    Reed, 


CaroUna,  Sbong,  Strotber,  Terr,  Tayhv,  Terrill.Tiiai. 
Ue,  Tucker  of  Virfinla,  Tuokar  ol  Bonth  OaioHna, 
Walker  of  Hoitii  CaMUne,  and  WiUians  «t  Conn. 

Sax*— MesH*.  Adaota,  Allen  of  HasMstnaetta, 
Allen  of  Tennonlt-Ajidereoa  of  Pennsjlvania,  Bald- 
win, Barber  of  Ohio,  Beseatt,  Beleman,  Bajlaj, 
Beeehn,  BalHflffar,  Bemaatt,  BlosatUd,  Bom,  Bat- 
l«t,Cempbdl,  CUgetl,  Cdatont  CiaAs,Cragw,CaBli- 
man,  Darlington,  Drake,  Earle,  EUioott,  Folgw,  For- 
•jlh,  Fuller,  Oage,  Hale,  Hall  of  Dslawaie,  Haa- 
Inonck,  Hendricks  Herkimer,  Henick,  Hitchcock, 
HoUoes  of  Maasachiuetta,  Holmes  of  Caonecticut, 
Hopkinson,  Hnbfaerd,  Huntington,  Ining  of  New 
Y<^,  Kinsej,  Kirtland,  Lawjer,  Linn,  HcLana,  W, 
Maclay,  W.  P.  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mason  of  Massachu- 
setla,  Middleton,  Moore,  Morton,  Moselej,  Murray, 
leremiah  Nelson,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Patterson, 
Pawling,  Rhea,  Rke,  Rich,  Bubards,  Bobertson  of 
Kentncky,  Reggies,  Barege,  Sanvar,  Seadder,  Ser- 
geant, Sejbert,  ehew,;8herwood,  Bilriiee,  J.  8.  Bnith, 
Southard,  Spencer,  Btnart  of  Harjiand,  Tellmadge, 
Tarry,  ToMpkin*.  Townaand.Tfler,  Dpban,  Wallaee, 
WuidOTer,  Weatetks  Whheaije,  Whitman,  Wilkin, 
end  WllscM  of  PanBajlrenia. 


Hr.  Batlit  moved  to  amend  that  pan  of  Ihc 
Senate's  amendment,  which  provides  that  the  re- 
lief contenplaied  should  not  be  allowed  lo  any 
of  those  omcere  and  soldiers  who  are  already  on 
tlte  pension  list  of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  aor 
individual  Siate,  by  striking  thereout  the  woida 
"  or  of  any  individual  Stale."  Thb  tooiioD  was 
_  jppoited  by  Hr.  Bayliy,  and  oppcwed  by  Meatre. 
Edwabdb  end  Bloomfibld,  as  going  to  destroy 
the  principle  of  tlie  bill,  which  was  to  relieve  only 
the  indigent.  This  motion  prevailed  by  a  vote 
of79to6I. 

Mr.  HcCoT  further  moved  lo.amead,  by  strik- 
ing out  "  nine  montba,"  the  term  of  service  re- 
qaired  to  have  been  performed  to  conatiluie  a 
o  the  bounty  of  Coogrecs,  and  insetting 
tbereofi  "  three  years?'  This  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

After  some  other  amendmenis  of  detail  pro- 
posed by  Messrs.  J.  S.  Bhitb,  Adbtiii,  and  other*, 
the  question  wa>  taken  on  agreeing  to  tbe  amend* 
inents  of  the  Senate,  aa  amended,  and  agreed  to; 
and  ibe  bill  was  returned  to  the  Senate  for  cob- 
cnrrence  in  the  amendments  to  tbe  amendmenta 
of  that  body. 

OEOBOU.  MILITIA  CLAIMS. 

The  HoDie  reanmed  the  anfiniahed  boiinea*  of 
yesterday,  being  the  bill  fot  the  payment  for  ser- 
vices rendered  By  certain  Georgia  miliiia  in  17SS, 
and  1794. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bilL 
with  a  view  to  obviate  the  objection  which  had 
been  thrown  against  the  bill,  and  which  he  feared 
might  defeat  it,  requiring  that  the  sums  claimed 
and  proven  to  be  due,  to  the  satisfaclion  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  should  be  paid  "  to  the  person 
or  pertons  who  performed  such  services,  or  his 
or  their  legal  rapreaentatives  ^  thus  preventing 
the  payment  of  these  claim*  to  assignees,  or  per- 
Miu  who  may  have  boaght  up  the  claims.  The 
motioa  waa  aarecd  to. 

Hi.  Cobb  then  moved  to  III  the  blank  in  the 
bill  with  the  anm  of  «109,130  6!Vheing  the  snm 
which,  aocordiog  to  the  report  of  Secretary  Deap- 
bom  in  1803,  was  doe  for  service*  performed  up 
to  tbe  end  of  the  year  1793  j  and  also  the  same 
sum  as  was  embraced  in  the  bill  which  last  year 
pasted  the  Senate,  and  failed  in  thi*  Houee  only 
from  tbe  tnlene**  of  the  session.  -  Mr,  C.  then 
proceeded  to  reply  lo  tbe  remarks  of  Mr.  Tall- 
MADOB  yesterday,  and  pariieularly  lo  the  arga- 
menl  against  tbe  claim  which  was  founded  on  the 
policy  of  that  day,  as  coniradietiez  the  oalliof 
out  such  a  force  as  twelve  hundrea  men  for  the 
fiontier  defence — an  argument  which  he  replied 
to  with  great  force  aad  feeling. 

Mr.  SpENOca  then  rose  io  opposition  to  the  bill, 
on  the  ground  that  the  service*  proposed  by  the 
bill  to  be  compensated,  were  not  rendered  under 
the  authority  of  (be  United  States,  as  be  coit- 
lended  irom  tbe  doeumeats;  and,  not  being  so  an- 
thoriaed,  ought  on  no  pretence  to  be  eompensatcd 
by  the  United  States  j  if,  for  do  other  reason,  be- 
cause il  would  eatafalish  a  dangerous  precedeni. 
He  abo  objeeted  to  the  incomplete  nets  of  the 
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Aeeuni«vM  whick  bad  been  hroB^bt  ta  de  view 
«rtbe  HoQM  r«l«tive  to  thia  claim. 

Ur.  FoRBYTH  replied  to  Ur.  SpXHcni,  eimtre- 
Tening  hii  poiitioDs,  and  TiDdicatinr  toe  «laim 
from  the  dotibtfol  ohanrcter  which  He  had  im- 
paled to  it,  ai  aone  le»{th. 

Ur.  BpBHOBk  rcjoiaed. 

Ur.  Adavs,  of  UanMhoaMtB,  spoke  at  some 
loDgtli  in  anpport  of  A/a  claim,  ob  tbe  greiiBd  of 
the  erideticfl  ia  favor  of  it,  which  he  eritically 
examiiMd. 

Ur.  RicB  deliTered  liis  Tiewi  of  Ae  daim, 
which  wen  ratber  doabtfbl  thm  adverse ;  hot, 
after  lendiog  an  altentire  ear  to  the  dtseuaaioD, 
fee  yet  dotibt«d ;  and,  doubiiag,  could  not  rote  for 
Aeehim. 

Mr.  TnoKm,  of  Virfiiiia,adrocated  tbe  admis- 
sioa  of  this  claim,  on  ibe  ground  of  tbe  duty  of 
tba  OeBctnl  GoverBraoit  to  afford  protection  to 
cverf  »f  tba  Unitad  State*  that  it  doea  to  an^  of 
(hem;  and  tbat,  in  mmiaiiM  of  tbia  principle, 
the  claim  oi^t  to  be  paid,  on  the  eridene«  hy 
wbicb  it  it  aiiMmned. 

Ur.  LiTBBHOM  an^ed  some  farther  reasoiM 
in  oppotLtion  to  the  claim,  becanse  of  tbe  defect 
of  autboritT  from  tbe  Daiwd  Stales  for  the  em- 
ployment 01  [his  force. 

Ut.  FoBBTTB  quoted  the  oaie  of  the  recent  pav- 
aent  for  Ibe  militia  of  Mar; land,  eBplofcd  wtta- 
o«t  esprcM  BMbority  from  the  Uoited  States,  be- 
canse tbe  urgeDcy  of  the  case  did  not  dlow  tine 
for  it. 

til.  WiLbiAMB,  of  North  CarolinL,  itatad  the 
•ane  tml  in  regard  to  the  lata  serrion  of  tbe 
militia  of  North  CarolinB. 

Ur.  Bfiu  confirmed  subitaBuaUT  tb«  Caot 
■lated  by  Mr.  Fohtxh,  and  stated  me  eircam- 
BUBcesuadMwbiehilMiiiiUtiahadbeeBealMont, 
^tioiilaily  on  the  Baat«u  Short  oi  Uarylaad. 

Ur.  CkaiBOMiB  aialed  the  drcnmBtaaeeB  of  tbe 
payment  of  militia  estployed  is  TenDaNee  dw- 
ing  tbe  late  war,  wilfaoui  aathority  from  «be  Qma- 
•nlOoTcnnaeai,  against  Ibe  lodisnBtndwo cases, 
wito had  been  womptl'  ■"  •  -^ 
oftheUBiied  State*. 


Tbe  tnectioa  was  at  Icnftb  tafcm  oa  flUiog  the 
biaak  in  tbe  bilL  as  BitKred  by  Ur.  Cobs,  ana  de- 
ttdedthni;  for  tbe  molion  T4;  agaiait  it  74. 


Tbe  Speaker  (Ur.  H.  NaLaoa  then  aetiag  as 
Jpnahw)  voted  in  tbeaarmnttve,aad  tbeBootion 

WMIgRHdtO. 

Tbe  qaeMioa  was  Iben  Ukea,  "Shall  the  Ml! 
be  engroawd  for  a  third  reading?"  and  decided 
by  yeas  and  nay*— lor  the  bill  70,  against  it  90, 
H  follows: 

Tba*— Mesns.  Adami,  Anderson  of  PeansylTaius, 
Andsrson  of  Kantoakj,  Austin,  BsMwio,  Ball,  Bar- 
bow  of  Tiifinia,  Bsssett,  BelliDier,  Bloent&eU^  Bo- 
du,  CuspMl,  Utibome,  Cobb,  0<Moa,  Ooofc,  Craw- 
fad,  Batte,  Bdwards,  ElboMt,  Btw  efSoalh  Caroliiia, 
FssBsr.  FMsylh,  OamoM,  HsU  of  Nortb  CsidUbs, 


. ,_- --_ , B of  Vs.,  Jobnwm 

of  KantBcby,  KiniC7,  Lowndsc,  McLane,  Mason  of 
HsaMebasstti,  Mw«w,  HiddlMon,  MOta,  Mntray,  isso- 
nsah  Nskw,H.N«lsw,  T.JH.  NelsM,  NmU^  MMt, 


OiT,  Owen,  pDTott,  RatM',  nndsll,  nsssanta,  (femriM, 
Reed,  Ruiggold,  Ibbsrlson  of  Kentodr.  Bobstem 
of  LonisiaBa,  Rogflea,  SmUaa,  Aleiuito  flttnb, 
Stmtber,  TmM,  Tcdnr  of  Viiffiaim,  Tat^a  ^  KoaA 
C^srslms,  Tylsr,  Wattsr  of  Noia  CbkAh,  Walfar 
of  KantoAy,  Wbibnao,  WiDiawiof  NoidiCBHdiaa, 
and  Wilkin. 

Wak— MsBWS.  AUhi  of  TsnMl,  Baibv  of  Ofc 
BalMsan,  Bay)^,  Beotbar,  BsBDet^  Bloost,  Bm, 
Biynn,  BnrwalL  Batler,  Olsgett,  Oooalo^  Ci^ 
CmgBT,  CiMbmsB,  DailiattoB,  Ocafaa,  Drake.  P«ln. 
FiiU«r,(WHaIo,HsB«fDel,r    '        '    "    " 


Hnhbaid,  Hunter,  Irring  of  N.  YoA,  Jooea,  B , 

Lawyer,  Linn,  Little,  Lhreimote,  W.  Mscby,  W .  f . 
HacOay,  McCoy,  Mm,  Mswn  of  Rhode  lalsad.  Me- 
rill,  Moore,  MortoBiMnnilord,  Palmer,  Patterson, Pav- 
ling,  Pitkin,  Porter,  Itbet,  Bice,  Rich,  Richards,  Samp- 
son, SaTaga,  emyer,  ecbnyler,  Seaddor,  Sergeaai, 
Bottle,  Saybert,  Shaw,  Bherwood,  Silaboe,  Slocnmb, 
a.  Sniitb,  J.  &  amWi,  Soatbard,  Bpead,  Smium, 
Btewait  of  North  Candtea,  TaBaisdga,  7<arr,  T»1«, 
Tarry,  ToiqUna,  Townsend,  Trtmble,  nphun,  VfTii, 
laoe,  Wendavsr,  Westeilo,  WUUsms  of  CoatwoOeBi 
Williams  of  New  ToA,  aad  Wilsoa  of  PennayWaH^ 
And  so  tbe  bill  was  rejected. 

FaiDAT,  March  & 

Mr.  BoTLEB  presented  a  petition  of  John  Stark, 
a  Major  Oeneral  in  tbe  Retolutionary  Army,  r^ 
resentJBg  bJB  neeessiioDs  circvmstanees,  and  pray- 
iog  that  the  bounty  of  the  Naiioaal  GorernncBi 
may  be  extended  to  him  iothedeoliBeaf  bis  days, 
in  caosideratioa  of  bis  Atthfal  serriees  in  Ibe  da- 
fence  of  his  eottntry :  which  wurreferr«il  to  m.  se- 
lect commiRee^  and  Uessn.  ftrruta,  Rica,  Aa- 
DEBaoitjof  KenttickyiUKUEBiLtTBRKOStjHor- 
nVisoK,  and  Mills,  were  appointed  the  cem- 
miiice. 

Tbe  SPBiKBB  presented  a  petition  of  tbe  Ow- 
eral  Auei&bly  of^the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that 
a  road  nuy  be  laid  out  and  made,  at  tbe  axpaoK 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  seUtenxeois  in  ibt 
said  Stale,  to  thoae  ia  the  Terriloiy  of  Uicbi- 
giBL,  fierioiu  to  the  mle  of  tJte  land  tkroogi 
wkwh  said  road  may  he  madc—Beftrrcd  to  ibe 
CuBmilMe  of  the  Wbale  on  so  Unwh  of  tbe 
Prestdeu'a  Uessage  «a  r«lalei  to  roads,  cMBk. 
■ad  aamiaatiaa  of  leaning. 

Ur.  Hiian  HaLssK,  from  the  CaiamJtMa  ob 
the  Jodtoiary,  raiwrted  a  Ull  M  alter  Ibe  time  of 
boldii^  tbe  OHCoit  towt  to  ifa«  anvthem  distiiet 
of  New  Terk,  and  for  other  norpoaea;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  epgtwscd  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Nklbok  also  reported  a  bill  alteriog  the 
time  for  boldiQg  a  seuioo  of  tbe  ditnict  couitia 
the  District  of  Maine  j  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  eagroued  and  read  a  third 
lime  to-Koerrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tdckbb  of  Virgioii^  the 
Gonunitiee  on  Military  Afiaiis  wore  inclttwtnd 
to  ioQuire  into  (heezpediaocy  of  aaihoriziaf  the 
primer  aeeoaaiiBg  oracen  of  the  War  Depan- 
mcnt  to  etedil  and  settletbe  aMoaiMa  of  HatoH 
Smytb,  Late  a  captain  by  brent  in  tke  Army  af 
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the  United  Smtn,  ud  qvartsrymter  «  Fori 
MeB«arT,  in  Holi  msnntr,  Bad  npoa  atioti  tenns, 
aa  ihdl  be  «|aiubifl  nd  jobl 

Oa  votioD  «f  Mr.  Hakbison,  tlu  Committee 
on  tbe  Post  Office  and  Foat  Roedi  were  iunraci* 
ed  to  JQqnire  into  the  expediency  of  eilebliahiiig 
in  Mne  ooonaieiM  Rttnation  io  one  of  tha  We«t- 
eni  Btatei,  m  bsicb  of  tfae  Generel  Poa(  Office^ 
ibr  the  porpoae  of  mekieg  cotineta  for  the  con- 
Tcrenoe  of  the  mail,  and  to  correct  ebiiH«s  io 
tlwt  Dqiartnieat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bkumna,  ihe  Comaiittee 
on  tlie  Publie  Lands  were  iMtrocted  to  inquire 
into  tbe  expediney  of  piovidiaf  by  law  for  al- 
lowiDg  to  nny  peieoo  or  peneas,  who  will  par- 
chMe  eoy  portion  of  tbe  public  laada,  not  leas 
than  one  entile  townihip,  at  two  dollan  an  aore, 
benrtng  iniemt  from  the  date  of  the  parehau^ 
■D  extended  credit,  beyond  the  time  alLowad  to 
'        t  under  tbe  exiuiag  lawa. 


lul 


;  which  wat  reaA,  and  ordered  t 


Setok}ed,  That  die  FieddSBt  of  dw  TMted  Butei 
b*  reqiHeted  to  I17  before  tbtt  Hoom  a  MateneDt  of 
tlie  ^^eaiM  iBcairad  aeder  the  4lh,  91b,  and  7A 
axlidas  of  the  Treely  ot  Ghent,  tpedfjiag  the  iteme 
at  azpeBditDte ta  raMon  toaadi. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  Raan  that  tha 
KoDBO  do  mne  proeaed  to  the  cooHderation  of 
thm  refolotion  lubmitud  by  him  on  the  4ah  ii>> 
sUMt,  in  relation  to  tbe  eveciioo  of  the  mi 
anent  to  be  ereeted  to  tbe  menioiy  of  the  lata 
Major  Oeaeral  the  Baron  de  Kalb. 

Aod  the  qaeslioB  being  taken  theieeo,  it  wia 
again  determined  in  tbe  o^atire. 

SUBBOHIPTION  TO  CANAL  8T0CK. 
Mr.  Hendbickb  rose  10  offer  tbe  resolation  that 
ttaNowB,  and  Hid  that  perhaps  be  owed  aa  apolo- 
gy to  ihe  Hoose  for  hnagiag  op  ifais  subject  at  so 
late  a  day  ;  that  be  had  loteadedat  ao  earlier  pe- 
riod of  Ihe  aeeaion  to  bare  sobinilled  the  propo- 
ailloa  to  tbe  Hovse,  bni  natil  he  had  procured  tbe 
statute  of  the  Legislature  of  lodiaoa  iocorpon- 


ly  come  to  band;  ihat^ii  incorporated  the  compaoT 

named  ia  tbe  resolution  with  a  capital  of  one  mil- 

lion  of  dollars,  for  tbe  punwae  of  making  a  canal 

sronnd  tbe  falls  of  tbe  Obio.    Tbe  impoitance 

of  this  undertaking,  aald  Mr.  H.,  is  to  ioiirnktely 

eotraecied  with  the  commerce  and  Ihe  gcoeral 

proeperily  of  the  whole  Western  eonnlry,  it  is 

■0  obf  ious,  aad  10  generally  known,  that  many 

remarks  on  the  occasion  would  seem  altotreiber 

nnnecesMry .    Tfae  iDierevta  of  Eeolacky,  Virgi<- 

'    nia,  PeDBsylv8Qia,Ohio,BndIodiai)a,abaTe  those 

obsirncltonB,   he  said,  were  identified  with  the 

'    anccess  of  the  work,  and  the  interests  of  the  bw 

eouDttiea  aod  tfae  further  west  would  also   be 

greatly  promoted  by  removing  those  obstructions. 

'    These  falls,  he  said,  presented  the  only  obstacle 

,    known  to  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio ;  the  work 

'    -wu  deemed   very   practteabL^  and  one  which 

.   Biight-epeedilT  be  accomplitbed.    He  would  pre* 


sent  a  eleater  aad  a  mora  gaoeral  4<taU  ta  tha 
Cooamittoe  when  they  ihoald  be  authorized  ta 
lake  the  snbiaet  into  Mnrideratioa.  This  sobjeei 
he  laid,  was  important  abo  in  a  more  natianal 
poiotof  TiaWk  Theor^Maee  andmititaryatarea 
for  the  extennva  coanaies  of  the  West  must  pom 
dowD  tha  Ohio  ;  frmn  tbe  fall*  of  tbe  Ohio  to  tbe 
Bonthern  bead  of  Lake  Miehi^a  wae  the  nearest 
and  the  beet  route  for  tbe  military  storeaandaap- 
^ies  dertined  for  Cbioago,  Hiehilimaekniao,  Fort 
Oratiot,  at  the  onilet  of  Lake  Huron,  and  other 
forlificaiione  westward  I  y  to  the  Mfiainippi;  that 
a  military  road  between  ihoae  places  pteaented 
itself  aa  a  measoTe  of  the  utnoit  imponanoe, 
and  was  a  maaaure  which  at  a  fatnre  day  he 
should  tmng  before  the  House,  tit,  H.  then 
oflerad  the  following  resolution,  whieh  wia 
agreed  to; 

ReiolMd,  That  die  Oomoilttee  on  Boada  snd  OuA 
be  matnieted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  aalhor- 
Ung  Ihe  Samtary  of  the  TresMiy  to  stdMcriba,  in 
behalf  of  tbe  Dnitad  Statae,  for  any  tramber  of  thaiea 
aat  escaedinB  six  Ikonaand,  in  tbe  Jaf&eaaniffla  OUo 
Oaaal  Opo^umj,  in  Aa  Slate  of  Indiana. 

INTERNAL  IMPHOVEMENT. 

The  House  baring  gone  into  a  Commillee  of 
the  Whole  oa  tbe  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  10  much  of  the  President's  Measaga 
aa  pelales  to  tntsrual  impiorement.  tbe  following 
reaolotion,  reoommendea  by  the  select  oommiltea 
to  the  adoption  of  Ihe  Uoiiae,  wae  read : 

Saehmd,  That  in  order  taptainatoBiidgi*eaeeiBi> 
ty  lathemtatnalcMnmarceanto^teaeTBeaiaiaMf} 
to  beiliiBie  the  safe  and  M^editions  toanaportalien  e< 
tbe  aaili,  by  Ihe  ua^Tsmeat  of  post  Mada,  with  tha 
asseqt  of  Ine  leq^tire  Stataa ;  to  render  naoM  eaqr 
■ad  len  •xpensira  the  laaana  wdprDTishnsnecesaaij 
for  the  common  delence,  by  tbe  contraction  of  milita- 
ry  roida,  iritb  tbe  like  aucnt  of  the  mpectiTe  Statea ; 
and  for  audi  other  iiilemal  improvemeota  as  niaj  be 
within  the  ConstitDtiooilponen  of  tbe  QeneralOoTem- 
ment,  it  ia  expedient  that  the  nun  to  be  paid  to  the 
United  Stataa  by  the  30th  section  of  the  act  to  incor* 
ponile  the  anbacribeia  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  tbe  fiTidend  which  riiaU  aiiae  from  thur  aharea  in 
tla  capital  atoi^,  be  conalitoted  ai  a  flind  fbi  bitamal 


lional  majority  of  Congress  in  &Tor  of  the  ri 
lution;  and  as  tfaePtesldent's  objections  to  it  were 
alreadr  known^  without  such  a  majority  it  would 
be  nselese  to  disease  ibe  question.  It  was  known 
also  that  there  was  now  before  the  Senate  a  prop- 
oeiiioD  to  amend  tbe  ConstllutioD,  so  as  to  give 
to  Congress  this  power,  which  was  an  evidence 
that  that  branch  tbougbtsuch  a  measure  Qrst ne- 
cessaty  to  enable  Congress  to  exercise  the  power. 
To  prevent  a  tedious  and  gaeless  debate,  and  to 
save  lime,  Mr.  3.  iberefore  moved  that  tha  Com- 
mittee tiie  and  report  progress,  that  the  House 
might  postpone  Ihe  subject  iodefloilely. 

Mr.  TocKEa,  of  Virginia,  hoped  ihe  Committee 
would  not  rise,  and,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sawtbh,  ha 
referred  to  the  mles  of  the  House  to  ahow  that  it 
waa  impiopar  in  the  diaeasalon  of  a  motion  here, 
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to  allade  to  the  proccedinga  of  the  olfair  branoh. 
He  declared  that  do  duir  could  be  mONdiiuree- 
ftbie  to  bini  than  lo  uadertake  ibe  talk  whicb  de- 
TolTed  OD  him,  as  ebairman  of  the  commiltee 
wbieb  reported  Ibe  [e>olauoi)|  of  adrocatiog  iba 
projposiiion;  boi  such  Hippori  as  be  cQold  gire 
to  It  he  was  ready  to  afford,  and  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  proceed  lo  its  coDsideraiioD. 
There  wai  do  grouod  to  say  ibat  there  was  uoi 
a  Constiutiooal  tuajotity  for  the  measure;  but 
Ibis  argament  was  the  rery  reason  why  he  would 
go  on.  He  would  not  be  oouod  by  the  delibera- 
lioD*  of  one  breach  of  the  QovernmeDt  or  the 
declaralioDc  of  another.  IfgeDilemeo  were  real- 
Ijr  RDziouE  to  save  time,  let  the  adrocatea  of  the 
proposilioD  be  beard,  and  then  let  the  House  de- 
cide wbeiher  they  will  adopt  the  measure.  Aao- 
ther  reasoD  for  proceeding  was  the  pumbH  of 
petitions  before  the  House  on  this  subject.  Shalt 
ihey  be  disregarded,  said  Mr.  T>,  because  the  Pies- 
ideoi  has  said  be  cannot  sanction  this  mMsure, 
and  we  thus  say  to  the  people,  we  feat  to  oppose 
the  President's  retol  A  majority  of  (he  last 
Congress  had  decided  that  it  poaiessed  ibis  power, 
and  Mr.  T.  trusted  that  the  proposition  would  be 
discuiaed  now,  and   its  strength  tested  by  the 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  hoped  the  Committee 
would  at  ooee  engage  in  this  debate,  and.  instead 
of  agreeing  to  the  course  moved  by  Mr.  Sawtbb, 


lesotuttoQ  (Mr.  Tooxeb)  would  be  permitted  to 
cxDlain  tfaeTiewsand  argumenisof  the  Commit- 
I  recommending   Ibe   resolution ;    and    he 


boped  that,  instead  of  taking  shelter  behiad  lbi_ 
Bxectitire  declaration,  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Sawteb)  would  get  up  and  make 
a  Conslilotional  speech  on  the  subject.  Hr.  C. 
trusted  that  the  House  would  not  avoid  the  dis- 
cussion, but  meet  ibe  subject  as  men  should  meet 
it,  and  decide  on  it  fairly. 

Mr.  Claobtt  was  in  favor  of  the  Committee's 
rising,  and  of  pre  renting  a  waste  of  the  time  of 
the  session.  He  was  opposed  to  spending  a  long 
time  on  this  subject,  witnout  the  probability  of  a 
ConiiituiioD&l  majority  for  it,  after  the  Execii- 
life  bad  officially  avowed  that  he  could  not  sanc- 
tion it  without  an  ataendmenl  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, dto. 

Mr.  Mehceb  was  of  opinion  that  the  motion 
was  abortive,  its  object  was  lo  sare  lime,  because, 
If  the  Committee  rose,  and  a  motion  was  made 
in  the  House  lo  postpone  its  further  coniideration, 
its  merits  would  come  up  and  be  debated  as  fully 
ma  the;  could  now  in  Committee.  The  objection 
nr^ed  against  the  discussion  of  the  meaEUre,Mr.  M. 
said,  he  should  have  understood,  bad  it  been  heard 
in  the  times  of  Domitian  or  Nero,  but  be  could  not 
see  its  propriely,  or  feel  its  force  at  this  day  and  in 
this  House.  Without  feeling  in  his  heart  a  senti- 
ment at  war  with  the  dignity  of  the  President, 
with  a  respect  for  his  opinioni,  yet  the  £zecut) 
Avowal  was  no  reason  for  dispenaiog  with  a  full 
consideration  and  discussion  of  the  proposition, 
utd  he  hoped  it  would  proceed. 


Mr.  Sawtkb,  in  reply  to  Hr.  Clat,  sMd  tfa« 

honorable  Speaker  faao  called  on  himfortCoa- 
slitutional  speech  on  this  subject,  but  Hr.  S.  Ud 
not  think  it  necesury  to  tindViate  to  prove,  by 
argoment  that  (be  ptoposiiian  was  nmautita- 
lional.  To  bim  it  was  a  matter  of  ftith  andbel- 
in^ ,  and,  in  matters  of  faith,  we  mvf  lay  nuni 
aside.  Mr.  8.  said  he  had  taken  an  oath  to  sn^ 
port  the  Canatitotjoo,  and,  in  his  conscience,  be 
could  aoi  reconcile  a  vote  in  favor  of  tbia  reaola- 
tioD,  with  the  oath  he  bad  taken.  It  waa  snB* 
cienl  for  him  that  there  was  no  ezpresa  piorinM 
in  ibe  Goostiiution  granting  this  power.  Dom 
this  Hoase,said  Mr.  S.,  wish  to  bau  long  speech- 
ee?  Have  we  not  alrendf  bad  so  many,  that 
we«ried  patience  bad  cried  out,  enoagb,  vaongh  1 
Every  gentleman's  mind  had  been  long  mftde  op, 
Mr.  S.  said,  on  this  subject,  and  where  wms  the 
use  of  wasting  the  time  of  the  Honse,  trben  it 
was  certain  that  do  member's  mind  woald  be 
changed  if  the  subject  wera  to  be  disctused  /or 
weeks.    He  should  not  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Hr.  B.>s  nxoiioit 
and  aeuiiTed  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Tdcksr,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  in  intro- 
ducing Ibis  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Coib- 
mittee,  be  felt  it  bis  duty  to  commence  by  a  sraie- 
ful  acknowledgment  of  their  polilenesa  in  reiosing 
to  rise  and  avoid  a  diseuBBion  which  was  rendeted 
important  by  such  a  variety  of  oonsidersiioiu. 
The  numerous  petitions  upon  oar  tables,  and  on 
which  the  select  commitiee  cannot  act  until  it 
receives  the  direeiions  of  this  body;  ihe  repeated 
recommendations  of  the  aubjeci  to  our  aueniiaa 
by  suceessire  EzecutiveB ;  the  existeitee  of  dis- 
cordant opinions  between  difiereal  branches  of 
the  Goverament  on  the  Coniliiaiional  qaeatioB ; 
and  the  importaaoe  of  the  measure  oropoied;  all 
unite  in  demanding  the  serious  delibeiaiiona  of 
the  House  ol  Representatives  on  the  suMect  onilec 
consideration.    Nor  shall  1,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  be 


indeed,  that  the  EiecutiTe  dejMrimeot  haring de- 
clared its  opinion  on  the  subject,  if  is  an  hoptlMS 
effort  to  attempt  in  this  bod^  lo  control  thai  0|iB> 
ion  by  a  CoDstilutiooal  mijorily.  I  will  not  po- 
mit  such  a  coDsi deration  to  influence  my-  eoune 
upon  this  occasion.  I  will  not  opon  such  a  sug* 
geaiioo  yield  in  hopeless  despair'the  prospect  of 
availing  ouneLves  of  the  power  vested  in  us  by 
the  Constitution.  Nothing  indeed  woald  urge 
me  more  powerfully  lo  take  up  the  qaesiioa  aad 
decide  it  tor  ourseUes  than  the  fact  of  an  Bzeca- 
live  Message  on  the  subject ;  since,  if  this  House 
is  lo  be  dissuaded  from  an  attempt  to  legiaUle  ob 
an  important  subject,  by  a  suggestion  of  Bxecd> 
tire  opinion,  its  Constitutional  powers  are  gont. 
In  fulfilling  the  task  which  has  devolved  upoa 
me,  Bod  wbtcb  I  am  fully  sensible  is  far  too 
weighty  for  my  shoulders,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
merit  the  indulgence  of  the  Commiltee  by  iroid- 
ing  a  dry  and  unioierestiug  recapitulation  irf 
what  is  aaraaced  in  Ihe  report  upon  your  tabl& 
I  shall,  therefore,  for  the  present  waive  ■  farther 
discussion  of  the  Constiiuiio&al  qoesiioo,  lesiing 
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it  upon  >b«  report,  natil  mkm  of  the  able  noila- 
nen  in  opposiiioD  shall  hmre  Rpoken,  kad  1  iksll 
then  hope  for  the  iDdQlgence  of  iha  Commiitee  in 
replfiDg  10  whtl  maf  fall  from  ih«B.  At  preicDt 
I  would  soLeii  their  atteniioo  to  soaie  coDside ra- 
tions on  the  imporlaaee  of  the  prapoaitioa,  and  io 
■one  explaoalioD  of  the  views  of  the  eommitiee 
in  offering  the  reiolaiioii  in  it*  present  form. 

I  hare  on  another  oeeasioQ  Teminded  the  Hoiue 
of  the  rarioa*  reeommendatiooi  of  tbi«  subject  to 
the  coiuideiaiian  of  CoBtress.  la  the  rear  1806, 
Uie  unpracedeoled  flrarlshing  coodilioa  of  onr 
fiBBDcea  indnced  Mr.  JefferfOD,  ibea  PreEideol  of 
the  United  State*,  to  make  it  a  apeeial  subject  in 
bia  MesaasB  to  Congrcu  oa  the.opeDing  of  their 
aesaion.  In  parsuanca  of  this  reeommeDdalioD, 
(he  leglslatire  body  pasaed  a  renlutjon  calliog 
npon  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasorr,  Mr. 
GallatiD,  for  a  report  oa  the  subject  of  roMi  and 
eutaJa,  which  was  accordingly  presented  in  tbe 
Spring  of  1806.  But,  before  the  subject  was 
acted  upon,  perhaps,  indeed,  before  tbe  report  was 
Btade,  tbe  golden  vision  was  fled;  the  naproa- 
perous  stale  of  our  affiiirs  left  no  reaaon  to  hope 
that  we  should  soon  possess  the  meaai  of  carry 
ing  on  the  Imporlani  aational  improrements  ibet 
had  b««n  sugMled,  aitd  the  plan  wnaaccerdiaglr 
abandoned.  Front  ibil  petiM  for  four  jrear*  our 
diffienlties  only  ineieased,  until  we  wereal  length 
otgnged  io  a  war,  wbiob  demanded  all  onr  re- 
sonrcea  and  all  our  exerliooi.  The  war,  how- 
«Ter,  had  not  been  terminated  a  year  before  the 
rapidly  increasing  revenues  of  the  United  Slates 

rin  induced  Preiidcnl  Madison  lo  recommend 
subject  to  tbe  eonbiderstiou  of  Caogiesi.  An 
ineffeciual  rffbri  was  made  to  appropriate  funds 
for  iheae  important  srrriees  at  tbe  last  seBsion  b^ 
an  act  which  was  finally-  rejected  bjr  the  Piesi- 
dent,  and  llie  Bubject  it  anin  submitted  to  our 
conaideratioa  by  tbe  late  Menage  to  (he  legisla- 
tive body. 

In  all  these  considerations  there  seems  to  have 
been  no  difference  of  opinion. as  to  the  propriety 
of  reeling  in  the  Qeneral  Oorernment  tbe  im- 
portanl  power  of  undertaking  great  national  im- 
provements— of  constructing  roads  and  canals, 
and  opening  and  perfecting  the  navigation  of 
riven.  1  apeak,  sir,  of  improvements  of  general 
and  natioaal  concerns  ;  for,  as  to  those  nutters  of 
inferior  imporianee  whieh  Ibll  more  properly  un- 
der Stale  regolaiioD,  I  bave  found  no  one  either 
disposed  to  interfere  with  them,  or  inclined  [i 
the  opinion  that  tbey  are  within  the  Coasiitu 
tional  powers  of  the  ueneral  Governmeoi.  .The 
national  character  of  the  object  is  that  wbicb 
gives  it  both  its  impiiitiBDce  and  coasiiiuLlonaliiy, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that,  whilst  there  it 
such  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  tbe  construction 
of  tbe  Constitution,  there  cannot  be  found  a  sis  tea- 
man who  has  expreased  a  sentiment  unfavorable 
to  the  posaessioQ  of  this  power  by  the  General 
Qorernmeoi.  The  considerations  which  support 
this  opinion  are  numeioas  and  weighty,  and  not 
DDwottby  of  being  meniiooed  in  this  discussion. 
The  magitiinile  of  these  noderiakings,  of  iisetf, 
fhraithfs  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  their  being 


left  to  the  uitaseisUd  efforts  of  the  Buies.  Cart 
gentlemen  really  believe  that  the  great  scheme 
of  iotarnal  seaboard  navigation,  extending  from 
the  harbor  of  Boston,  by  a  chain  of  artificial  and 
natural  canals,  to  tbe  mouth  of  the  Si.  Mary^ 
can  ever  be  effected  by  Slate  anibority  1  Does 
not  tbe  eonnezion  of  tae  differeni  parts,  forming 
one  great  whole,  reqniie  that  this  noble  plan 
sbould  not  be  derealed  by  ibe  want  of  exertion, 
or  of  funds  in  any  particular  State,  through  which 
the  works  must  be  consiroeted  1  Shall  the  whole 
scheme  fall  through  because  Ibe  little  State  of 
Delaware,  less  interested  ihau  other  porliooa  of 
the  Cnion,  finds  the  weight  of  that  great  work, 
the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  too  much 
for  her  powers?  Shall  tbe  same  work  be  pre- 
vented by  tbe  jealousy  of  a  particular  city  niihin 
the  State  of  Maryland,  lest  her  rapid  ^owlh 
should  be  impeded  by  the  facilities  which  it  will 
afford  Io  the  back  cooo,try  farmer  and  merchant 
in  reaching  the  Philadelphia  raarkelf  Shalt  the 
great  Cumberland  road  which  bioda  the  Bast  and 
the  West  be  abandoned  because  the  central  coun- 
try in  which  it  is  made  derirea  liule  advannge 
from  itaeonstructiool  Shall  tbe  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal  still  linger  for  want  of  aid  1  Shall  the 
navigation  of  the  coteimioous  rivers  remain  in- 
complete  because  the  adjoining  States  cannot 
command  the  funds,  or  agree  upon  the  terms 
of  their  improvement  1  or,  fiuallr,  because  thi 
Oonslituiion  of  this  Union  has  forbidden  them 
to  contract,  and  thay  can  do  tuHhiag  without 
concert  1 

In  vain  shall  we  hare  received  from  the  hand 
of  nature  this  most  beautiful  country — more  re- 
markable than  any  in  tbe  world  for  ilagreat  facili- 
ties for  imeraal  communication— -if  the  aggre- 
gated powers  of  the  nation  are  not  to  be  devoted 
to  the  completion  of  what  is  more  than  half  fin- 
ished to  our  bands.  We  hare  before  us  too  many 
inatanees  of  the  ineffieacy  of  Slate  effiwis,  to  per- 
mit ootaelres  to  be  deluded  by  the  hope  that  iheae 
great  works  can  be  effected  by  State  exertion. 
Look  at  tbe  fine  river  which  tuns  before  your 
rery  doors,  the  navigation  of  whieh  has  been 
languishing  for  thirty  years,  and  which  would 
hare  been  within  the  last  year  completely  ob- 
structed for  want  of  locks,  bat  for  a  fortunate  loan 
to  tbe  company  of  the  funds,  for  their  completion- 
Look  at  yoar  roads  within  twenty  miles  of  this 
meirojjolis;  in  such  a  state  that  ibe  Repreaenia- 
tivea  who  travel  here  are  in  eontiani  end  immi-  ' 
neot  danger  of  breaking  a  limb  or  their  necks. 
iLooki^t  tAeae,aBdaay  whether  we  have  reasonable 
ground  ei  hope,  that  the  great  and  desirable  ob- 
ject of  public  improvement  is  likely  to  be  attain- 
ed by  tbeefforUof  tbe  Stales?  The  ezpaetaiion 
it  futile.  Those  who  are  roost  interested  in  any 
particular  improvement,  will  not  have  the  power 
of  makiDgit;  those  who  hare  the  power  will 
want  the  means  or  inl^lination.  Tiie  great  canal 
of  New  York,  important  it  is  true  to  that  Slate, 
ia  still  mote  imporieot  to  the  weatern  part  of 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  to  the  vast  iracta  of  public 
land  poaacttied  by  the  United  States,  in  those  re- 
'  gioaa.    Shall  ibis  work  be  left,  then,  to  the  onaa- 
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>irt«d  effiwta  of  the  StsM  of  New  York  T  Tfav 
Bonaexioii  of  lb«  BaTigalion  of  tbe  KoDBwbK  anA 
Jam»s  rirotgby  a^KM  road  Hd  other  inprove- 
meanj  imponaoi  inilmd  to  Virgiwa,  is  al»o  et- 
tremei^  importaat  to  ibe  Westero  States.  Shalt 
VirgiDia  atone  oontribate  (o  perfect  it?  The 
esDRl  at  the  falb  of  tioaisTille  is  a  mattm-  of  deep 
inleren  to  the  States  of  PenDsylTania  and  Vir- 
ginia, u  well  a»  10  KeatDcky  and  Ohio ;  and  shall 
these  ba  left  UDaJded  in  the  completiOTi  of  a  work, 
ftaia  wfareh  (be  others  are  to  derive  so  greal  ad- 
dltioD*!  adrantagei,  and  which  is  in  qo  small  de- 
gree, indeed,  a  matter  of  Datiooal  interest  and 
oonceiaT  Thef  have  indeed,  it  appean,  deiei- 
viced  to  attempt  some  concert  for  tbe  attaia- 
meot  of  ibis  great  object.  But  tbejr  can  make 
no  eompnet  without  the  aaaent  of  thu  bodf,  and 
there  is  little  hope  of  theit  making  anr  e^etual 
■rrangemeni.  la  sbort,  the  want  of  ttinda— the 
want  of  harmoDT — the  wint  of  onitf  of  views, 
and  tfae  want  of  axemoit,  will  contiaiw  to  hang 
^on  oni  effom,  and  prevent  ibe  iaprovenient  of 
osr  connirr,  nnleas  what  is  national  in  its  ehar- 
xMot  he  placed  tiader  national  control, 

Iia>w  liffeNBt  is  the  siiaation,  how  diArr«at 
tkeponaHand  retonreei  of  the  Union  in  relatioB 
to  Ibesa  great  object*.  Beeuriog,  as  we  do  here, 
a  pnfeet  concert  of  action,  wc  poasesi  ample  re- 
•oarces  which  tbe  Bniea  cannot  command.  Bx- 
perienec  haa  proved  lo  ni,  that  the  only  fniitrul 
MiiTC«  of  revenue  here  is  tbe  impost.  Whilstthe' 
Btatee  are  confined  to  the  unprofitable  imposition 
of  direct  lueSj  our  customs  are  increasing  with 
wonderful  rapidity.  The  opening  of  new  coun- 
tries; tbe  spreading  of  our  population  to  Ibe 
West  i  the  aogmeatalloa  of  our  numbers,  mast 
eoDtinne  to  inoiease  them.  What  shall  we  do 
with  these  overfloifiBgreTenaeB,asMr.  Jefferson 
uked  on  another  occasioa  t  Sball  they  lie  use- 
leai  in  oor  e<^rt1  Shall  ibe  attempt  be  made 
to  lessen  the  impost,  lo  tfae  desitvetion  of  onr  in- 
ftnt  manafaciuree  1  Will  the  temper  and  opin- 
i«M  of  ibe  naiioB  justify  Us  1  Bhall  we  not  be 
deafened  with  the  clamors  of  maoufaciurers  tf 
we  take  off  or  lessen  the  burdens  upon  foreign 
aomaodities?  Are  we  not  now  appealed  to, 
mosi  feelingly,  lo  raise  the  impoet  still  higher  f^r 
their  (miteeiian?  What  thcD  iball'we  do  with 
these  increasing  revenws?  We  shall  either 
wsate  them  in  what  will  prodnee  no  benefit  to 
tbe  nation,  (for  tbe  expeciailon  of  kieeping  our 
money  is  fmlle,)  or  we  shall  find  it  necessary  to 
apply  tbem  in  the  great  objeeta  of  internal  im- 
novemcni ;  tbua,  adding  to  the  aomfort  and  tbe 
liappiBcaa  of  the  people,  the  wealth  and  the  re- 
•eorccs  of  tha  nation,  the  naioB  and  tfae  harmoay 
of  tbe  States,  and  the  praiaeiion  and  defence  of 
tha  Confedcmey  against  the  inroads  of  a  foreign 

Bat  why,  it  is  asked,  iwt  amend  the  Consiilu- 
lion?  The  aiMwer  is  easy.  Those  who  do  not 
believe  we  poetess  tbe  power,  are  right  in  wish- 
ing an  amcMmeat.  Tbosewho  believewehave 
it,  would  be  wrong  in  referring  it  to  the  8taie«) 
and  as  the  Uommiliee  were  of  this  opinion^  they 
eoold  not  leeommend  an  ameodment,  '  Foi^  if 


an  amendment  ba  reeommended,  and  thanVd  not 
be  obttiMd,  we  ahould  havesarrendered  a  power, 
which  we  are  bonodto  maintain  if  we  think  wb 
peaseu  it.  In  swearing  to  support  this  Cooili- 
tution,  we  are  not  less  solemaly  bonad  to  maia- 
tain  all  tbe  just  powers  of  tbe  Federal  Oovern- 
meni,  (ban  to  preserve  the  Slates  (Vom  its  mc 
croachmenls.  We  have  no  right,  iherrfore,  te 
pat  in  jeopardy  a  power  we  believe  to  have  been 
given  OS.  We  mast  decide  aeoonHng  tooar  eoD- 
seience,  on  the  Consiituiiaaal  qaeMion,  end  not 
refer  tbe  matter  to  Stale  deeision.  There  is  ■• 
pari  of  this  Constitution  wbieb  deelnree  that 
doubtfol  qncBiions  shall  be  referred  to  Ibe  Slate*. 
If  there  had  been  snch  a  proTlnon,it  woaM  doabl- 
less  not  have  rendered  it  necessary  in  such  eaaes 
to  obtain  the  acquiescence  of  three-four  tha  of  the 
members  of  the  Confederacy.  Suppeae  wv  think 
we  possess  the  pow«r,  but  refer  it  to  tbe  States  for 
their  deoisiea.  Sis  small  States  may  deay  it  to  as, 
Mainst  tbe  general  sentiment  of  the  rest  of  the 
Union.  But  suppose  we  exercise  tbe  power,  mud 
the  Stales  deny  its  eslstenee.  They  have,  Iw  the 
ConstilBtion,  the  power  of  eonirolliog  us,  Thcv 
maf  provide  that  we  shall  not  ezerolse  it.  It  m 
ttne  they  most  have  a  aonenrranoe  of  fifteen  oat 
of  twenty  Siatee  to  eSeCt  this  n  epitre  antend- 
DMUL  It  seems  indeed  as  If  the  stniggte  was  lo 
get  the  vantage  ground  whicb  we  ooeupy,  if  w« 
believe  ounelves  invested  with  this  power.  Sack 
indeed  it  the  peculiar  sitnation  of  things  at  the 
present  moment,  that  it  is  pretty  certain  that 
ihree-fonrthaoftbeSlBteriwxinldconearle  neither 
opinion.  A  majorit)',  it  is  believed,  are  la  fkror 
of  the  exercise  of  this  power  bytbeGhnerilOov- 
erament.  Bat,  whilst  it  is  evident  that  no  negn* 
tive  amendment  can  be  passed,  it  i«  eqaally  cev- 
tiin,  that  a  nropoMtioa  to  ameod  the  Constitution, 
by  giving  this  power  to  Congress,  would  also  fail  j 
because  tkose  Slates  wbieb  believe  we  have  the 
power,  would  oppose  an  amendment.  They 
woald  be  right  in  doiag  so.  For  every  anneces- 
sary  aracndment  enly  serves  to  narrow  and  cir- 
cumscribe the  eonsttuoiion  of  the  inurnment, 
and,  whilst  it  gives  one  power,  hraitbea  a  wea- 
pon by  which  tan  more  may  be  wrested  from  m. 
Thus,  while  it  would  seem  lo  iaerease,  it  in  laet 
diminishes  the  autberiiy  of  the  Oeneral  Oovern- 
ment,aad  we  sboald  soon  find  onrselves  entaoy led 
in  ineiirieabla  diSaullies  of  eoDStroeiioa,  arising 
from  injudicious  and  annecessary  ameDdments. 
I  am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  great  out- 
cry wbieli  has  been  raised  agaiast  thieprapoattion. 
It  woald  be  an  afiiMtation  in  m«  to  pretend  to  be 
deaf  to  ihe  loesia  wbieb  ba»  been  Boonded  on  this 
occoaiaB,    The  cry  of  alarm,  sir,  comes  (t'om  a 

Juarter  whicb  I  cannot  hut  respee't  and  venerate. 
1  Jefromapanof  ray  parent  State.  But,  whilst 
I  shall  always  listen  with  tbe  utmost  deference  to 
her  adntoainans,  1  mast  in  a  matter  of  conseienee 
pursue  the  dloiaies  of  my  own  reflections;  and  I 
trost  that  I  sbatl  not  find  it  difficnlt  lo  show  that 
the  positiaa  1  hareassnmed  is  neither  novel  nor 
dangeroas,  bat  bos  beea  sanctioaed  by  tome  of 
oar  greatest  tiatesmeii,  and  has  not  been  wllhoni 
tbeapprabaiionoftheLegWataTeafrirgiflfaber- 
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self.  The  oolr  diSeranca  ii,  air,  that  when  time 
priDciples  and  these  powen  irhiefa  I  idroeate, 
irere  rormerip  arowed,  they  had  the  eapport  of 
great  and  illiutrioai  namea ;  aod  that  waa  re- 
ceived as  oiaeular  wisdom  from  them,  whieh 
from  mp  feeble  pea  is  deemed  Dorel  and  darlag, 
and  dangeroas,  and  absurd. 

I  hare  said,  sir,  that  mp  apioioas  are  neither 
dKDgeroos  nor  noTel.  Where  is  the  danger  to  be 
apprehended  ftom  the  exerciae  of  ihia  power  of 
expending  onr  reTenae&^witb  Slate  asaent,  in  na- 
tioaal  impronmeni  7  The  only  pretext  baa  been, 
that  this  power  in  the  hand*  or  the  Cbremmcat 
■will  increase  its  patronage.  Sir,  I  am  no  friend 
to  Bxecntive  patronage.  Bot  it  ie  not  this  pnt- 
rona^  which  is  dangerous.  It  is  the  power  of 
appointing  to  oSee  the  members  of  the  legiola- 
liTe  bodp.  If  gentlemen  will  unite  with  me  in 
taking  awip  this  power,  thep  will  lessen  oioeh 
more  the  p«tri>nage  of  the  QoTernment  then  it 
will  be  increased  bp  roads  and  canals.  But  the 
danger  (hep  apprehend  has  escaped  all  those  great 
men  who  bave  recommeDded  that  the  powers  of 
tbe  Pederal  QovernmeDt  shonld  be  enuived  on 
the  sabject  of  roads  and  canals.  Mr.  JeSeraon, 
Mr.  HadisoD,  and  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
all  reeommead  it  Thep  eonld  not  bare  regarded 
it  as  dangerons,  but  thep  saw  tbat  it  would  be 
beneficial. 

Nor  is  the  reiioniag  oi  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee marked  bp  anpthing  novel  or  nnpreoe- 
denied.  I  will  b^  teare  to  compare  some  of  its 
principles,  with  those  arowed  in  a  report  to  Con- 


itbapowen 
eral  QoverDmenL"— Eteport,  at  printed  this  m 
sioD,  page  2&. 

This,  sir,  n,  I  eoneeivei  a  correct  and  able  ex- 
position of  the  great  priaeinles  of  tbe  CoBstittKioa 
in  relation  to  speeiGed  and  implied  powers;  and 
is  in  perfect  unison  with  the  prineiplea  of  the  re- 
port of  the  select  commillee. 

But  it  is  said  we  bare  called  in  the  aid  of  pre- 
cedent. The  committee  being  abont  to  cite  ra- 
rious  exercises  of  power,  sometimes  stronglp  anal- 
ogous to  that  contended  for,  and  sometimes  much 
more  doubtful,  observe,  (page  7,)  "The,  laws  of 
*  the  Union,  and  tbe  act  of  tbe  Executive  branch 


of  theGovernment,.thoagb  tl^p  cannot  be  relied 
on  to  support  acknowledged  error,  map  safelp  be 
referred  to  in  all  of  onr  inqairiet  as  to  the  pro- 
per conatruetioo  of  the  Constttution." 
Let  tis  see  if  there  ii  anplhingnovel  in  this  idea. 
Hr.  Madison,  in  rejeeting  tbe  Bank  bill  in  1814, 
expreealp  deelarea  that  he  ooaaidered  "  the  Con- 
'  stituiional  qnealion  precluded  bp  repeated  reeog- 
nllions  under  varied  eireamstancea  of  iba  ^i3- 
itp  of  the  exereiaeof  a  power  lo  eatabliaha  haak 
bp  CoDgrev,  in  acta  of  tbe  Legislative,  Bieen- 
'  live,  and  Jadieial  branches  of  the  Ooreramen^ 
'  accompanied  hp  indications  in  different  modes 
of  a  concurrence  of  the  general  will   of  the 
nation." 
In   the  report  on   the  Maaaachusetts   militia 
claims,  Hr.  Monroe,  after  sapportiog.  bp  an  aUe 
conrae  of  reasoning,  bis  view  of  the  Constitnlioa, 
adds,  in  order  to  enforce  and  fortifp  it,  these  re- 


greas  on  the  subject  of  the  Mastaehusetts  militia    marks :  "  The  construction  given  to  tbe  Conatitn- 
"■"  '  tion  bp  the  Executive,  is  sanctioned  bp  legiala- 


clainu,  made  bp  the  Beereiarv  of  War,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe. The  parallel  then  will  be  found  to  be  stri-  | 
king,  Tbe  commillee  have  said,  (page  5,)— "The 
'  aathoriip  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  naces- 
'  sarp  and  proper,  for  carrying  into  exeeution  the 
'  ennmeraied  powers,  ia  believed  to  rest  in  the 
'  Qeneral  Qoreroment  all  the  means  wblah  are 
'  essential  to  the  complete  eDJapment  of  (be  priv- 
'  ilege  of  ealablishing  post  offices  and  post  roads. 
'  Sveo  without  ihis  clauae  the  same  principle 
'  would  hare  applied :  sincf ,  according  to  aom- 
'  moD  undersiaading,  the  grant  of  ■  power  im- 
'  plies  a  grant  of  wbat  ia  uecestarp  to  its  eniov- 
'  ment."  (Page  7)—"  Of  this  neceasitp  the  Oov- 
'  emment  can  MtbeoolpJDdge,and,if  the  power 
'ofjadginrof  ibiBneeeesilpbeinihem,  theCon* 
'  stiiutiooaT  power  to  act  most  be  in  tbem  alao." 
So  much  for  the  committee.  Let  us  now  hear 
tbe  report  of  Hr.  Monroe,  then  Becratarp  at  War : 
He  saf  s,  speaking  of  the  powers  in  relation  to  the 
militia:  "In  the  iastancea  aader  consideration, 
'  poweraare  granted  to  Congress  forspecified  pnr- 
'  poces  in  disiinci  terma.  A  right  to  earrp  powers 
'  thus  granted  into  effeot,  follows  of  oootse.  The 
'  Qoremmeotto  whom  thep  arc  granted  must 
'  jad^e  of  the  means  necessary  for  tbe  purpose, 
'  eobjeet  lo  the  ebccks  piovided  bp  tbe  apatem." 
'  Ifanpdoobt  existed  on  this  point  in  anp  case  on 
'  general  prineiplea,  and  1  see  cause  for  none,  it 
'  cannot  is  the  present,  a  power  having  been  ex- 
'  plicitlp  granted  to  Congren  by  theConstiintion, 
'  to  pass  aUnecessery  and  proper  laws  for  carry- 
IStb  Com.  Isl  Ssas.— 36 


auihorilp,  bp  tbe  practice  of  the  Govt 
'  ment,  and  by  the  aueni  and  aequieseence  of  all 
'  the  States  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitniion 
'  to  the  period  of  tbe  late  unhappy  diffeiCBeee." 
He  then  proceeds  to  cite  the  instances  of  the  coa- 
given  by  ihs  Executive  department  ia 


•hall  not  stop  now,  lo  show  whp  these  opin- 
ions appear  to  me  to  have  ibeir  fonndaiioos  laid 
in  good  sense  and  profound  knowledge  of  politi- 
cal affairs.  It  is  eootigb  for  me  at  present  to  show, 
that  so  fat  from  being  novel,  these  opinions  of  the 
committee  have  been  promnlgaled  bp  ovr  beat 
and  ablest  men. 
Bat,  it  is  not  only  in  the  reasooiag  of  the  eom- 
ittee  (hat  a  eoinaidence  is  discovered  with  Uag 
received  opinions  of  our  most  dislingais bed  states- 
men. The  very  opinion  which  they  have  ex- 
sed  was  entertained  and  avowed,  and  advan- 
ced, in  a  report  made  to  Coaorese  op  that  cele- 
brated man,  Mr.  Gallatin,  while  Scoretary  of  the 
Treasury  under  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration. 

In  pursusnce  of  a  resolniioo  of  tbe  Senate  in 
March,  1807,  requesting  him  to  prepare  and  re- 
port "  a  plan  for  the  application  of  such  means  as 
'  are  within  tbe  powers  of  Congress,  to  the  pur- 
poses of  opening  roads  and  making  canals,''  he 
made,  afWi  twelve  months'  reflection,  and  vnder 
the  administraiion  and  auspices  of  Hr.  Jefferson, 
a  dciail«l  repori,  from  which  I  beg  leave  to  raaa 
the  following  passage— page  TS: 
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H.  or  R. 


intemal  /mprovemeitU. 


"  'nta  mutner  in  wUtAi  the  paUie  monn  maj  be 
allied  to  nch  olrf«cta,  ranahu  U  b«  oAiuidwed.  It 
!■  eridfot  thmt  &e  United  State*  oimot,  nndai  the 
G*B«tItatiaD,  ^lan  anj  road  m  eaoal  withaut  the  oon- 
Milit  of  the  Btata  thnnigli  whkh  andi  road  oi  canal 
rnntt  paa.  In  ordai,  lh««l«i«.  Is  temoia  enqr  im- 
padimant  to  a  nalioBal  rian  of  int«»a]  iMpfoiaiiMDU, 
an  amendment  to  the  Conalitatink  waa  awtgarted  bj 
Ihe  BiecotiTe,  (Hr.  JeSenoB)}  when  the  aiUgaot  «bi 
■eoomineDded  to  the  cuMideralioa  of  Cimgtam,  Until 
tbii  be  obtained— the  aaaeatof  the  State*  bein^  neeea- 
aa>T  lor  each  impiDnntetit — the  modificatiom  under 
wbub  that  aHent  may  be  given  will  uecanarBj  control 
Ibe  application  of  the  money.  It  ma^  howavei  be 
olMerved,thBt,in  talation  to  tbe  ipedfic  uainroTemeDta 
abaBd;  mggeated,  there  U  hardlj  any  nnieh  ii  not 
alreadr  aotboTiiBd  by  the  Siatef,  reeHctiTely,  oi  ao 
bunadlitely  beuefidal  aa  (o  rendar  it  bi^ify  mobable 
tkat  no  material  dlflenlty  wid  be  experfeoead  in  that 

■■'Hm  menay  may  ba  appUad  In  tiro  difinantway*: 
net  United  Stataa  may,  with  the  aaaeotirf  the  Stale*, 
...  ..       L.        ^  ef  be  woika  at&air  aole  azpeaae,  or 
ariha  a  oartaiu  BnnAer  of  aharea  of  the. 
MWipoiataJ    far  the    piu|iaae. 


izrj 


^Xsinj 


aaaentof  thoStateahaa  been  obtained,  ia  the  read  from 
Cmnhariand  to  Browuarilla.  An  appropriation  for 
that  pDipoae  may  ba  made  at  any  time.  In  relation  to 
•D  other  worka,  the  United  Statea  have  nothini  at  ttua 
time  in  their  power,"  (the  aaaent  of  Statee  in  no  other 
cue  ha*iiiB  been  obtuned,  and  the  ConalitutioD  not 
•ntfaoriiing  an  improrement  without  their  aaeat,) 
"bat,  to   airiat  thoae  abaady  authoriied,  either  by 


a,  «r  by  becoming  atockhoUer^    The  only  com- 

«•  iaeoi^orated  Ittr  aflbeting  ionia  of  the  improTe- 

ta  eanaiderad  in  Ala  lepcKt  aa  of  natloni  and 

flntvate  iMpoitMMa,  an  the  Gbeaapeake  and  IMa- 

.  wm»moti,tbA  Hnaqnahannah eanal, and  the  KnaJ 

«*«iip  oa«puii*a." 

ItiroiildbeBiraateof  (imetocommcDtoa  Ihia' 
pusagc.  No  One  can  read  it  without  being  aen- 
«iUe  that  the  opinion  of  the  writer  correiipond«l 
«rc«jael^  with  that  of  the  select  cornmiltee;  thai 
he  eonaidned  tbe  Conpvas  as  possessed  of  the 
power  to  appropriate  tu  mooer  fbr  roads,  aad  to 
'  etmairtict  roads  and  eanair,  w1(q  tbe  qnaliScaiion, 
however,  of  obtaiplos  the  asaEnc  of  the  State*. 

Front  the  year  WW  (ill  the  first  session  of  tbe 
last  Confess,  I  do  not  perceiTe  that  this  subject 
was  again  agitated;  but  at  that  seaaion  a  recoiS' 
mendaiioD  was  received  from  the  BxecniiTe, 
which  waa  eonceived  to  admit  that  Googreis 
pMHsied  certain  povera  in  relation  to  these  aab- 
jccN,  thoDffh  not  aa  extensive  perhana  as  thi 
iDteretis  orthe  nation  mlsht  reqnire.  [Here  Mr 
Tdoebr  Ttad  a  part  of  Mr.  Madisoo's  Message.] 
Inconseqoenceof  this  Message,a  bill  was  brought 
io  Ml  the  next  sesstoo  by  an  bonorable  ^ntlemao 
who  now  forms  a  pari  of  tbe  Admiaisiralioa, 
(Mr.  CALBouif,)  and  whose  aid  it  is  a  sobjecl  of 
the  deepest  regret  that  we  do  not  possees  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  principles  of  that  bill 
were  correspondent  with  ifaoae  of  tbe  resolutions 
before  fou,  and  were  sapporied  b;  its  mover  with 


m  ability  that  illnatrated  every  snt^ect  which  be 
:Dncbed,atida*igor  of  genius  which  ineoreiane- 
leMlocvcry tneasniethatheadTDcatcd.  IlpB«cd 
triom^antlv  thioagh'Both  Hovaea,  andwna  pte- 
aenied  for  the  signaiar*  of  the  Eiecntive.  To 
the  great  and  general  diaappointmrnt  mnd  anr- 
prise  of  its  advocalea,  it  was  rejeeied ;  and  it  is 
pecnliarlr  their  miafortuna  that  the  reviTal  of  the 
pTopoaitioti  baa  devolved  from  its  able  aopporter 
on  tbe  feeUe  bands  towhieh  it  has  at  ihia  aeaaiaa 
been  commilted. 

Besides  ibeae  deeiaiva  evidenees  that  there  ii 
noibing  novel  or  eztraordinarj  in  the  propodtioB 
before  Ibe  Committee.  I  beg  leave  to  ntCBtion  the 
eaaea  of  the  CtmbertaDd  and  Platlabaig  roada. 
Tl»  Cumberiand  road  ii  eooetraeted  from  the 
banks  of  tbe  Potoanac,  threap  part*  of  Harrland, 
Pennaylmniai,  and  Viicma,  to  tbe  rirer  Ohio. 
The  rood  has  been  made  by  the  United  Suica, 
and  at  their  ezMBae.  Three  or  four  laws  bave 
bsenpasseil,  at  diSereat  times,  appTOpriatiDf  moR- 
ey  for  its  conatrtieliaii,  and  theae  have  reeeirel 
tbe  tuaeut  of  two  PreaiAania,  (Ui.  JefFeiaon  ttoi 
Hr.  Hadisoa.)  It  will  be  my  oUeet,  before  ths 
diacnseion  eloses,  to  prove  that  the  eoBstruetin 
of  this  road  doe*  not  differ  in  principle  fi«iii  the 
power  asserted  to  exist  in  the  Federal  Qovera- 
ment  by  these  reaolatitm*.  At  preaeat,  aneh  a 
discutaion  would  be  premature. 

The  act  was  not  only  pasted  by  tbe  Oeoerat 
Qovernment,  but  the  three  BtMea  through  whoae 
tertitoriei  tba  ttiad  was  to  be  made  pranpily 
passed  laws  giving  their  assent  to  the  aciof  cJon- 
grea*.  Itia  soum  consolation  to  mt,  on  tliis  ocea- 
sioo,  whan  1  seem  to  beooneidered  in  arraj'  waiiut 
my  Btale,  to  reflect  that  the  Stale  of  Virginia  w»s 
among  the  first  to  paaa  this  aelorasaent.  I  think 
it  waa  in  the  year  1806  that  ahe  gaTc  her  aaaeot 
to  the  law. 

Tbe  PlatMbarg  road  ia  laadc  without  legiala- 
tive  antkoriiy,  except  that,  ia  the  eoatemj^ation 
of  (be  employment  of  our  aoldiera  in  the  eoo- 
atruotion  of  military  roads,  an  addition  per  dust 
of  fifteen  aenta  was  aUowed  bf  tbe  last  CtH^ten. 
Under  tbia  authority  atone  a  road  haa  been  di- 
rected to  be  eonttruetedfor  milttarf  purpMN, 
from  Plattsbatg  to  Baoketl's  Harbor,  •v«n  with- 
out the  avent  of  the  State,  and  in  a  time  of  pto- 
foBud  peaee.  Witheat  calUag  in  queatioa  tbe 
validity  or  proprieirof  aay  of  uteae  acts^thefare 
regarded  aa  eioulpiiing  the  conmlllea  emrely 
fran  the  hardihood  of  advancing  bold  aad  Dovel 
and  dangcfons  proparitiMu.  With  that  viewonly 
they  are  at  preaent  i&trodoced. 

Sir,  I  diotild  be  sorry,  indeed,  if  the  only  pro- 
leolion  for  State  rtghu  was  to  be  fmuA  within 
theae  walla,  and  if  the  eziatenee  of  the  Stales 
was  to  be  endangered  by  any  propositioD  made 
here.  The  aafety  and  integrity  of  the  Statea,  in 
my  humble  judgment  doea  not  depend  so  moeb 
upon  the  barriers  wbieb  this  initrument  hai 
erected,  as  upon  the  very  existence  of  tbe  State 
goveromcata.    It  is  in  this  exislenee  that  they 

Iwill  always  find  their  security.  It  is  io  tbe  fad 
that  (here  are  in  the  confederacy  twenty  organi- 
zed, legalized  assemblies,  ready  and  able  to  thwen 
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Cba  vi«w^  Mid  «b«k  tha  pfogiMi  of  the  Fatetal 
Govtrawtnt,  when  impr«piriir  adBinMemL  It 
is  In  ih*  fact  tbw.  Meoniag  to  UiUinat  priMiple 
of  »«r  BMUM,  miefc  biaiM  th*  InmKii  afieetioK 
moM  mtm^j  to  wtwt 
olborf— to  ortrftkias 
timat  tDd  M^araH  aHpnti;,  nibcr  than  W  w)m< 
we  bolri  in  paitairihip  or  ia  eosmoa.  It  U  ia 
tbo  Taat,  tiMU  rraai  tku  priaeiple  Iba  eitizoM  of 
eaeh  State  lore  their  owa  Commoaweallb  better 
tbaa  tlia  Otaeial  Qorennut,  ikai  w«ai«  ebicBr 
to  ret*  for  the  preMf  ratiaa  of  iha  aorareimi^  nf 
tht  Siatea.  Lmt  tait  a  perioas  eoaflktof  right 
axnt  tetwaea  tAe  two,  and  tbii  man  alwajra 
yMd.  Lm  bQl  tUi  Oorarnmeai  attempt  to  p« 
down  the  StalM,  aod  in  every  State  the  bold  and 
iatra|iid  daftndeiB  of  Stut  ri^U  wiU  nU^  roiud 
tb«M  Ofipniiad  be^n,  drawiiw  iMo  their  nnlu 
•T«B'tWir  ■eaibvni  ia  the  FedenI  LrgiiWtare, 
«ikd  aBBiUlating  a  M*erei(ntY,  which,  a&cr  til, 
i*  h«l  a  oNMaN  of  their  wiQ.  Yoat  Coasiaw 
aannot  otob  bo  tleolad  and  awe  Tabled  wilaont 
their  M^Mf  and  tmmiu  0ii,  I  bare  ao  nppre- 
hoxMon  of  dnofar  to  (he  Siau  authoriiiet,  eo 
loag  a*  thef  prcMire  their  L«^ataree.  Whet 
wooM  have  beoaiat  of  tho  Bniiah  Hooatohjr  i£, 
daiuic  the  troabUi  of  1794,  there  had  boea  in  iu 
4oMiai«M  Iwantf  weil  oraaoized  aeeemUia^ 
whieh  Met  uadcr  amhoritf  of  Inw  to  oonralt,  aad 
aot  abom  poUie  aAin>,aDd  who  oarriod  with 
them  to  the  hall  of  thvir  delibemtioM  ths  waiK 
•deetione  of  the  pecqtle  1  It  woald  hare  eroni' 
blai  into  the  doit.  And  to  will  it  he  with  thii 
GbTeraoMot,  if  the  time  *haU  •««  eo«M  whan, 
foroouinf  that  it  ie  bat  the  hreaih  of  the  nntion, 
it  ahnll  rauare  oeriooMlr  to  invade  the  lifhta  of 
the  Suiea.  Bat  it  ibbu  ho  t»  aMne  Mriona  oo> 
oaawa^  Iioaa  ooouioaa  mni  be  nut  bj  aomtd- 
aaeaL  If  we  do  wtom.  oar  oonalitaenta  na)r 
«aal  0*  ftooi  their-eoodHaneo;  the  Btatea  mMj 
paaa  an  uaaiukMa  t  declari  w  we  ihall  not  eiuteiae 
tho  power  wo  obia.  With  atl  theM  obecfcs,  lot 
OB  aot  YiiTlaaalr,  ^ocoidiog  to  oar  ••naeienoo& 
naetvt  tbo  powof  if  wo  think  wo  yoMest  it,  wfetl 
uaarad  that  if  wo  aro  wrong,  the  ovil  will  be 
Of  oodily  waJiod,  withotnnir  ri<afialial  hanaid 
or  Injwf  to  tho  politteal  bodf. 

Ur.  whiitt  ibon  Mona  to  bo  no  acnl  ^i^or  M 
tho  Uoonio*  of  tbo  pe^do  oi  Iha  intogriir  of  tho 
StHOi,  in  thia  propooitiMi,  iu  importaaw  and  the 
benc4u  wkiab  it  praataaa  to  the  antiop,  eannot 
bttt  foraiUf  jnaeM  ihemaelvea  to  the  miod  of 
oTorj  mowher  of  thia  Goamitiec  Look  aioand 
«■  apon  the  proaent  ainte  of  ibo  eonalr)r.  Foo- 
•eaaed  of  ovory  natnnl  adnata^  Iharo  ate  nany 
pun  of  it  aa  n^iaprovod  ai  a  wildwneaa,  to  iar  aa 
reapoetaiho  meant  of  iaureomomDieatLoa.  The 
naombera  of  thia  body  hare  ererr  morniag  the 
anfajoct  meat  laaliaglr  preaoued  to  their  eonaid- 
amtwa.  Brery  morotag  wo  aia  taiaing  in  ht^e- 
loaa  dianppomtment  fram  oni  poet  ofieoa,  dtprired 
oven  of  tha  conaoUiion  of  hearing  (rou  our  dia- 
tant  GonnazioDa,  from  the  failure  of  maila  on  ae- 
eount  of  impotaaUe  tooda.  This  Conttituticw 
impoaoa  the  dnty  of  cniiying  the  mail,  bni  we 
■It  withoat  tbo  neaae  of  caujring  it,  oithar  with 


aafetyorMpUity.  O«rhiiahudmena»li>laM0S 
u  Iheir  ton  wutan  thitd  of  their  Inboea  in  got- 
ting  their  j^adoeeiomankM.  Bvea  io  ite  conn- 
try  whwe  I  reoMe,  not  eighty  miloa  fnom  lido- 
w«cr,  it  Hkea  the  fanner  one  boabd  of  wh«U  to 
pay  the  expenae  of  oftfrying  two  to  a  enpoR 
town ;  and  ifaui  oBS'tfaiii]  of  bia  labor  is  loat. 
Are  we  engaged  in  war,  maiten  are  atl![  wone. 
Flour  willlie  twenty  dollars  a  barrel  at  Charlea- 
ton  and  BoatoD,  and  two-and-a-half  or  three 
where  I  reside  j  and  yet,  for  waul  of  inlenal  d«- 
rigniion,  it  it  impracticable  to  avail  onrselres  of 
the  prise,  and  tare  our  foUow-eiiizHia  from 
toareily.  The  nation  aaffera  yet  mora.  Aa  ene- 
my OB  the  ocean  aaeaili  in  rapid  HODeiaion  the 
moat  diitanl  pointi^  nod  wo  nte  incapabia  ormeat- 
ing  him.  Oor  artillery,  in  tranaporutiea  to  dia- 
tanl  pant  of  the  Onion,  eoatt  na  one  tboaaaad 
dellara  a  gna  i  oor  storea  hnvo  keen  eipenaire  in 
proponioa — oor  flow  baa  been  aa  high  «■  ninety 
doUnta,  ai  I  hare  andehtood,  nod  it  wai  aatd 
Ihni  the  eun-azpenditine  of  the  Weeten  eam- 
ptiga,  for  tnntportilioit  aloae,  weald  hare  balk 
«■  ■  nnrv  on  (be  Lakea,  and  aecured  oa  the  oow- 
qneai  of  Upper  Canada.  Baeh  are  the  evila  we 
eneonntcr— and  thia  too  ifi  a  eonnlry  atore  to- 
markaUy  oharacierMed  br  the  benefieenee  of  an- 
lure,  than  any  oAor  in  tue  worM.  With  a  aea- 
eoaai  atrotehing  from  Botton  to  Bt.  lfary*i,  not 
only  indented  with  fine  batbora,  adapted  for  for- 
•ign  trade,  but  offering  ainynlat  facilitiea  to  an 
inleraal  eommnnioation  on  ita  ijvera  and  tutya, 
aod  in  an  aziraordinarr  natural  eaoat  formed  by 
the  aea  iilanda  and  inleit  along  the  ooait  of  the 
Caroljnaa  aod  Qeorgia,  more  cnn  be  effeeted  at  a 
•mall  ezponaa  than  any  other  natioB  haabeen  aUo 
to  aeoompliah.  On  the  ir    ' 


wwde  Weatera 


BettloBeBU^  the  HiBai8ai{^,raBBing  pai 
the  Atlantie  ooaat,  oflera  to  the  wind* 


tha  riven  from  the  Alleghany,  raaoing  to  the  Eaat 
and  to  the  Weat,  and  emptying  into  the  Atlantie 
aod  Mimiaaippi,  aeem  to  Bind  together  the  whole 
bj  on  iadiaaolnble  bond  of  onion.  It  ia  lo  the  pio- 
aerratioa  of  thia  Union,  that  ontioBal  ImpioTe- 
meua  will  ebiefly  tend.  Oor  eonfederaoy  ha 
beeome  vaally  aitended,  and  by  that  extent  the 
itabUity  of  the  Union  la  proMMy  endangefod. 
OerenBcnt  it  aiwayt  feeble  in  Ihe  retRoieeoraere 
of  iti  territory.  It  it  the  immutaUe  doatiay  of 
extended  empire.  It  ia  for  ol  then  to  leMoa  dia- 
tanee,  by  faeilitr  of  iaiereommanieatioa.  Aad 
whon  we  ahall  hare  effected  thia  great  ol^eet, 
Diay  look  to  a  degree  of  pormaneoee  in  mu 
liiutiona,  whieh  oerer  can  be  realised  vrhile 
oor  people  an  aeparated  from  each  other  by  im- 
■^"ible  moaeiaiot  and  impenetrable  meraatce. 
lit  me,  howerer,  to  reed  on  ibu  anbject  the 
itrong  lengiuge  of  Mr.  Madiaon,  in  his  Meaaage 
to  Cragreaa  at  a  late  ■ettion^he  sayt : 

Among  the  moana  ef  adTancans  the  pnUk  interaet, 
ocaaaioB  w  a  pr^iar  one  fai  reeallinf  the  attantien 
Songraaa  to  tna  great  importance  rf  satabliahlof , 
Ibonghoat  ear  eeonlty,  tha  roodt  and  omiale  wbiib 
boat  be  exeented  under  tha  nationd  eatharf^. 
ol^aata  wUkin  tha  CBtle  of  poltliatl  aetnamreo 
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ikU;  repay  tb*  «zpMue  beiWirod  m  th«B;.llin«  an 
none,  tha  utUitj  of  whieli  u  nan  Mi««ntU;  Mon- 
tainad  ud  •eknnrledgad ;  none  thai  do  non  honor  ta 
the  Goremnieiit  whow  nlA  ud  enUiKad  pstaiotiMD 
doly  ifipracikiM  then.  Not  b  then  tnj,  conntij 
wbich  ptetenta  •  field  whare  natoie  ioTitea  more  Uia 
art  of  man  to  complete  her  own  work,  Gir  hi>  ae- 
Miiimodatioii  and  benefit.  Theae  coniidantioDi  are 
atieDgthened,  owreaver,  by  the  political  eflect  of  theae 
iacQitiea  for  inler-eommiuiication,  in  biiopug  and 
binding  more  clotel;  together  tha  Tariooa  paita  of  oui 
exteDded  confederacy." 

I  shall  not  detain  the  Committee  b;  anr  ei- 
poaitioD  of  a  plan  of  internal  improvement.  The 
able  report  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  befoie  alluded  to, 
aSbrda  much  infarmation  on  this  iniarcBling  aub- 
ject,  and  to  that  I  will  beg  leave  to  refer.  Tbe 
qnealion  now  before  us  would  not  jtutif;  my  en- 
urging  upon  it,  if  I  possessed  [he  power.  Bat  I 
b^  leave  to  leraiod  the  Committee  that,  for  the 
eoEopletioD  of  caoalji  coastwise  from  Boalon  to 
St.  Mary's— for  the  improvement  of  tbe  naviga- 
tion of  Bome  of  our  most  important  livera,  in  the 
Baat  and  in  the  West— for  the  conal ruction  of  aach 
great  roads  as  the  aftiooal  interest  aeemad  to  re- 
quire, Mr.  OalUtin  ■supposed  a  sum  of  Iwentv 
millioQi  of  dollars  would  suffice.  Tlie  bauk  fund, 
together  with  such  of  the  Western  lauds  as  are 
Blready  by  compact  devoted  to  the  purposes  of 
jaterual  improvement,  will  probably,  therefore, 
meet  the  eipenditure.  There  is  the  more  reason 
to  indnlge  tnis  expectation,  as  the  contemplated 
improvemeols  must  be  the  work  of  time,  and  as 
the  interest  upon  tbe  bank  fund,  and  the  proceeds 
of  ibe  sates  of  the  public  laude,  will  proaaUy  not 
fall  far  short  of  the  anuaal  expenditure.  When 
ire  consider  the  flouriihing  state  of  oar  finances, 
*nd  reflect  upon  the  vast  sums  which  are  expend- 
ed upon  less  important  objects,  1  trust  we  shall 
not  hesitate  to  approjiriate  liberally  to  this  great 
purpose  of  internal  improvement.  It  is  a  fact 
that  our  expenditures  in  the  erection,  repairs,  and 
lehaildiug  of  the  pitblic  edifices  ia  this  city,  will 
bave  cost,  before  their  completion,  as  much  as 
the  whole  estimated  expense  of  the  cauat  navi- 

Etion  from  Boston  harbor  lo  the  mouth  of  St. 
trv's  river,  on  the  extreme  Southern  froDtier  of 
Ibe  United  Stales.  The  cost  of  that  nBvi|aiiiio 
Hr.  Oallatin  esilmated  at  about         -  $3,050,000 


t  -  91,300,000 
ost 

about      -        -        -        -      "-        -       800,000 
ADd  the  eoropleiioD  of  the  winn  and 
ceiire  boilding,  and  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent's house,  may  fairly  be  estima- 
ted at      1,000,000 


Making 


-  $3,000,000 


Besides  the  erection  of  two  additional  offices 
now  contemplated. 

Whilst,  Ihertfore,  we  manifest  a  just  liberality 
in  some  respects,  let  us  not  be  blind  to  the  great 
inlMests  of  the  nation,  or  pursu*  a  false  economy 
in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  lace  of  ont 


country;  Let  ns  recollect  that  the  wfcolc  expcnae 
whieh  we  may  incur  will  be  fully  reimbnracA  is 
a  few  campaipiB,  should  we  again  be  involved  \a 
war,  by  the  great  saving  to  lh«  naiioa  whi^ 
these  faeililies  will  prodnee.  Let  ns  bunbaod  oyi 
resources;  let  u*  not  waste  them  upon  anwartbr 
objects,  but  devote  them  liberally  to  th«  promu- 
lion  of  the  oomfoit  and  happiness  of  tbe  peopb^ 
and  of  the  properly  and  union  of  this  great  Cod- 
federaey. 

Mr.  AuAMS,  of  Maasachosettt,  submitted  hit 
reaaoni  in  opposition  to  the  resolution. 

Hr.B.6Mnii,ofVirgioia,saJd:  Asilisprobn- 
bl«  that  few  of  the  members  of  Virginia  will  vote 
lur  this  resolution,  and  as  I  shall  be  ooe  of  that 
few,  I  have,  in  yielding  to  a  sense  of  duty,  wilh 
no  little  reluctance,  prevailed  upon  rayaelf  to  ask 
of  the  Committee  its  indulgence,  while  I  shall 
endeavor,  in  as  concise  a  manner  aa  poeaible,  to 
present  the  reasons  which  will  infiueace  me  ia 
my  role.  1  trust  that  the  resection  wili  be 
adopted,  as  it  is  one  which  I  conceive  lo  be  in- 
timately connected  with  the  welfare  of  tkks  coun- 
try. At  the  same  time,  coniideiing  iu  nutgni- 
tade,  1  despair  of  placing  it  iu  that  strong  and 
advantageous  point  of  view  lo  which  it  is  so  eia- 
inenlty  entitled.  The  advantages  to  be  aeeond 
by  it,  and  which  will  accrue  to  iheeoiutry  from 
an  easy  and  enlarged  ioietcourse  betweeu  iu 
various  parts,  present  to  my  mind  ccHuideraliona 
strongly  tntermingleilw 
present  1  am  not  advised  of  any  e 
oottld  be  Ibe  result  of  our  delibeiaiioo^  which 
would  contribute  mine  lo  the  ■dvaneenieoi  of  ibe 
general  prosperity  of  the  nation,  or  to  tbe  preaer- 
valiou  of  its  political  existence,  than  the  one 
which  is  now  tbe  subject  of  «oiisidention.  If 
the  improvement  eon  lemplated  sboaLd  be  effected, 
of  which  there  ia  no  doabl,  ^ovided  the  reaolu- 
liou  be  adopted  and  a  bill  thereupon  be  passed, 
of  this  wide  extended,  and  uUI  er 


[endinr  Republic  will  be  apptozinated,  a  ajpmpa- 
thy  of  feeling  introduced,  a  oappy  and  bannoaiou 
connexion  formed  throogboul  the  whole,  based 
upon  a  reeijKociiy  of  interests,  the  moat  iadisso- 
tnble  of  all  ties,  the  surest  and  sironmat  guaiaaice 
of  permanency  to  the  Union.  No  longer  will 
thataoppoaed  dissimilarity  of  iniereati,  which  is 
said  heretofore  lohave  existed  between  tbe  rarions 
sectious  of  this  Union,  be  a  pretext  of.  jeaJooaf 
and  complaint  on  the  one  part,  or  a  sonrea  of  fear 
and  alarm  on  the  othet.  The  general  diffustoa 
of  mutual  beaeftta  will  form  a  sanctntry,  bebiitd 
which  all  sectional  feeling  arising  out  of  aeo- 
graphical  situation  may  be  bappUy  extioguiabed, 
and  this  country  be  permitted,  wilh  aa  aeeele- 
rated  iboogh  steady  motion,  to  adraoce  on  to 
that  high  destiny  to  which  the  Ood  of  nainn 
bath  alToned  it.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  whetber  we 
consider  this  resolution  in  letaiioa  to  a  atate  of 
peace  or  war,  it  can  but  be  apparent  laaeailesiea 
10  be  pregoaul  with  coaaequences  of  iBe  deepest 
national  concern.  In  lime  of  peace  it  will  prove 
a  foaniatn  of  wealth,  and,  in  that  of  war,  the 
sinew  and  tbe  strength  of  the  nation.  The  ex- 
pediency of  its  adc^tion,  nay,  I  might  here  aay 
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la  thalkte  war,  whea  ibii  eoaa- 
ttf  vu  >abif eted  to  ui  acenmalBtioo  of  aufieriDg, 
doomed  to  be  depiired,  aeu\j,  of  alt  the  benefits 
«f  external  commerce,  it*  interior  was  but  the 
weeping  image  of  iu  ova  decayed  aad  witltered 
aute,  for  the  want  of  tboie  vebiclea  of  safe,  easf, 
inieinal  iDiercoanc,  which  it  is  now  the  object 
ofthii  rwolution  toafibid.  In  addition  to  Ibis, 
for  ilia  want  of  these  iacililie«,  oar  QoTem- 
mentwaa  (objected  to  an  enonaonB  accamotation 
of  expenie,  truing  out  of  the  ^most  inioperable 
difficaltiea  incident  to  the  Iraasportation  of  its 
uoopeand  oihermewi)  of  defence.  Thoee  troops 
ofientimee  paialfxed  in  their  exertions,  delared 
on  their  marchi^  aad  therebr  opportunities  af- 
forded lotfaeenemj  of  eomotitting  wiilt  impauitf 
ibeir  dark  and  infernal  deeds  of  plunder,  eonfla- 

Ktion,  and  other  oflenee*  of  a  moch  deeper  die. 
obriaie  an  oecnrreoce  of  like  eeenei,  so  afflict- 
ing  and  shoaking  to  hnmanity,  to  prevent  aimilar 
disadTaniagM,  will  be  more  or  less,  as  1  contend, 
the  efiect  oT  tfaia  resolution,  sbonld  ii  be  adopted. 
Good  roads  and  oaTi^able  waters  winding  and 
Insianatini^  themselves  in  everf  direction,  thioofffa 
this  extensive  eoantrjr,  will  be  to  the  great  body 
politic  what  the  veins  and  arteries  are  to  the  nat- 
ural system.  Mr.  Chairman  natnre  has  done 
much  for  this  conntry ;  she  has  been  boantiful 
■ad  lavish  in  her  gift*  to  it ;  it  behoove*  the  Oov- 
ernment,  therefore,  to  extend  its  fostering  band  lo 
make  them  nseful.  This  cannot  be  more  effec- 
tnally  done  than  bf  laaking  good  roads  in  your 
eoaatrv.andrendering  those  watar-cottrset  therein 
navigaUe,  which  are  practicable  of  being  made 
■o.  History  afibrdi  ua  some  inslrootive  lessons 
ontkisBobject;  sheisiratnleniaetotheimmease 
advantage*  arising  to  a  nation,  from  its  possessioa 

\ea*y  inland  commnnications.  To 
as  she  ascribed  the  early  improve- 
menls  of  certain  coanirie*  in  their  agriculture 
and  mannfaclures  7  Has  she  not  ascribed  it  to 
their  possession  of  the  faeilitiea  afforded  by  the 
means  of  an  extended  inland  chain  of  iatercoursel 
To  what  caosa  has  she  placed  the  opulence  of 
the  ancieat  Egyptians,  Chinese,  and  Indians  1 
Ha*  she  not  placal  it  to  their  enjoyment  of  simi- 
lar advantages?    On  the  other  naad,  to  what 


land  parta  of  Airiol    Ha*  she  not  attributed  it 
measurably,  lo  their  want  of  like  convenience*  1 


the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, taken  in  connexion  with  the  IBlh  clause 
of  the  same  section.  What,  air,  are  the  words  of 
these  clauses?  "Congress  shall  hare  power  to 
'  establisb  post  offices  and  post  roads,  to  make  all 
'  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
'  execation  the  foregoibj;  powers,  and  all  other 
'  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Qov- 
'  ernment  of  the  United  Blates,  or  in  any  depart- 
'  ment  or  office  thereof."  The  clause  first  men- 
tioned, by  the  force  of  the  words  "lo  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads,"  carries  along  with  it, 
and  in  my  opinion  gives  to  Congress  not  merely 
the  power  to  designate,  but  that  of  formiog,  open- 
ing, or  constmctiDg  said  roads;  and  the  latter 
clause,  while  It  expresses  the  necessary  power 
that  may  be  exercised  b^  Congress  in  relation  to 
the  execution  of  its  primary  ones,  reoden  the 
exercise  of  it  dependent  upon  a  mere  qaesiion  <^ 
expediency,  in  determiaiDg  of  which  many  con- 
siderations of  a  relative  natare  may  present  them- 
selves. This  taller  clause  being  incidental,  or  ac- 
cessorial, as  it  is,  lo  the  execation  of  the  primary 
powers — if  thefact  be  admitted,  which  to  my  mind 
cannot  fairly  be  denied,  that  good  roads  are  neces- 
sary to  an  eipeditioBB  and  safe  transportation  of 
the  mails,  and  to  the  support  of  the  post  (^ce  es- 
tablish men  ts-~then  is  it  manifest  that  the  power  to 
establish  post  roads  is  not  merely  that  of  pointing 
ihem  out,  bat  of  opening  and  making  them  effi- 
cient i  and  that,  as  in  the  exercise  of  ihis  inci- 
dental jwwer,  ii  must  not  only  be  necessary  to  the 
execution  of  some  prlmarv  one,  but  also  proper, 
that  is,  expedient,  or,  in  other  words,  politic,  the 
assent  of  ll^e  Stales  through  whose  territories 
these  roads  may  be  intended  to  iiass,  might  be 
made  a  prerequisite.  This  assent  being  obtainetL 
the  expediency  to  open  and  imprors  them  will 
thereby  be  sanctionf^,  and  no  improper  feeling* 
id.    In  the  exercise  of  this  power  to  eon- 


Sir,  iht  Bgricnlture  aad  manafactnre*  of  all  conn- 
tries  are  more  or  lea*  dependent  upon  the  easiness 
and  exleat  of  their  interior  interchanges  Why 
then  should  we,  with  the  experience  of  the  late 
war,  ud  with  those  historio  truths  beaming  be- 
fore OS  and  lighting  Dp  our  path,  longer  delay  the 
improvement  of  those  natural  advantage*  which 
our  country  ha*  thus  presented  tons?  Is  it  be- 
cause an  opinion  is  enteitaiaed  that  Congress  has 
no  right  10  legislate  upon  the  inbject  of  roads  and 
canals?  If  such  be  the  opinion,  then  am  I  at 
iasne  with  it. 

The  rwht  in  Congresi  to  construct  post  road* 
may  bv  &iily  claimed  from  the  seventh  clause  of 


struct  post  roads,  the  l^al  authority  of  the  State* 

-      ■'        ■'-'      igh  which^ '    -  - 

,  not  this  their  luri 
undiminished.    The  act  oi   opening  and 


thereby  divested,  not  this  their  i 


keeping  said  roads  in  repair,  either  bj  the  national 
funds  alone,  or  if  them  in  aid  of  those  of  the 
States  respectively,  onhr  confers  upon  the  Gen- 
eral Oovernmeni  an  efficient  right  lo  use  them  as 
.!._  — -,Q,  of  facilitating  certain  national  pur- 
This,  sir,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  just  expo- 
sition of  the  Instrument ;  for  as  on  the  one  hand 
manifests  a  most  scrupulous  regard  for  State 


power.  like  exercise  of  which  is  more  or  Ii 
sential  to,  and  cougenial  wiib,  iu  federate  nation- 
al character.  It  has  been  urged  against  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power  on  the  part  of  Congress,  that 
this  having  been  based  upon  the  previous  assent 
of  the  States  thereto  to  be  had,  is  an  evidence  of 


to  me  to  be  a  mm  leqidlw.  For,  when  I  advert 
to  the  Constitution,  I  not  only  God  sutwiantiv^ 
but  also  incidental  as  well  as  qualified  powers 
therein  granted.  These  several  characters  of 
powers  will  be  exercised  according  to  the  objects 
of  them,  their  snpposed  operations  and  resnlta, 
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For  example,  the  power  to  regolite  foreifii  com- 
neree  is  external  io  iM  o^ratioiiB,  and  generat 
in  ill  effeeu,  and  iheiefore  is,  and  nill  be,  exer- 
ciwd  wiihoQl  the  eonseot  of  the  Stales;  bat 
that  of  coailrociiDg  post  roads,  whether  speciB- 
mJIp  or  iDcidenlall^  giW)  though  general  in  its 
MEiuie,  U  local  and  iatetval  in  its  operations,  &nd 
therefore  expediency  might  well  suggest  its  ei- 
aieiM  with  and  bf  the  consent  of  the  Slates 
tboDgh  which  the  roads  may  pass.  It  has  also 
becD  objected  to  the  exercise  or  this  power,  and  I 
tliererore  maf  anticipate  il  again,  that  if  the 
States  are  unwilHng  to  keep  these  roads  in  a  good 
■tate  and  condition  for  the  transpa nation  of  the 
■nails,  the  presninptioii  is,  ihef  would  not  consent 
that  post  roads  should  be  opened  therein  under 
llie  authority  or  Congicss.  This  presumption 
does  not  reasonably  arise}  for  it  may  easily  be 
eODceived  (bat  though  the  Slates,  as  such,  might 
be  unwilling  to  imposeburdens  upon  their  people 
for  malting  and  keeping  iu  repair  roads  destined 
for  national  parposes,  they  might  cheerAillv  yield 
t^eir  assent  that  they  might  be  made  and  Kept  io 
Older  by  means  of^  funds  drawn  equally  alike 
from  all  the  people  of  the  Suies.  Should  the 
States,  bowever,  be  unwilling  to  have  roads 
opened  therein  under  the  authority  of  Congresi^ 
it  would  not  in  the  smallest  degree,  in  my  mind, 
impair  ifae  right  of  Congress  to  male  them  with- 
out such  consent, provided  that  jnsi  compensation 
be  made  to  iodiriduals  whose  soil  may  thereby 
be  affected.  If,  though  I  doubted  on  the  Inttrtt- 
meiit  itself  as  to  this  power,  that  donbt  would  not 
be  a  little  lesieoed,  when  I  diseorer,  as  I  bare, 
from  the  document  some  time  since  laid  upon  oar 
tables,  the  inaiancee  in  which  il  has  been  inde- 

Sndeully  exercised,  (with  the  exception  of  the 
umberland  road,  opened  by  the  consent  of  cer- 
tain States,)  both  by  the  executive  and  legisla- 
tive branches  of  the  OorernmenL  This  ezecti- 
tive  and  legislative  exercise  of  the  power,  and  the 
non-com[teiQl  therein  oo  (he  part  of  the  nation, 
may  be  considered  as  so  many  decisions  on  the 
instrument  or  law  itself,  as  iherebv  to  afford  a 
key  to  its  rightful  construetioo.  If  (he  reasoning 
whiah  I  have  orged,  to  show  that  Coni^rns  has 
the  right  to  cOQsiruct  post  roads  be  considered  as 
ntisf^tory,  the  like,  when  applied  to  military 
road*  and  canals,  botti  considered  as  necessary  to 
the  military  operations  of  the  country,  and  the 
latter,  mote  particularly,  as  aflordtng  facilities, 
and  giving  life  and  ac^vity  to  its  internal  com- 
merce, may  also  evince  that  Congress  has  a  right 
to  construct  them  under  ihe  powers  which  it  pos- 
•eaies  of  declaring  war,  regalatiog  commerce 
amooc  the  several  States,  coupled  with  the  power 
of  making  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  car- 
tying  into  execntion  the  forcing  powers,  and  bU 
other  power*  vested  by  this  Coustltntion  in  the 
Government  of  (be  United  States,  or  in  any  de- 
Jiartment  or  oCBce  thereof.  I  would  here  ask, 
why  and  wherefore  is  it  that  Congress  is  annu- 
ally engaged  in  making  afpropriaiioos  to  defray 
expenses  incident  to  tight-houses  T  Is  it  not  be- 
cause (hey  afford  facilities  to  (he  external  com- 
merce of  Ihe  country  1     And  will  not  canah 


afflinl  like  Aeilin>e  (oiis^  internal  oMBmcreeT 
They  certainly  will ;  an^,  in  additien  ibereto, 
will,  together  with  military  roads,  be  necessary 
to  the  success  of  the  raiHtary  operation*  ot  the 
couDEry.  It  may  be  said  tbovgh,  by  tbe  npo- 
nents  of  the  power,  that  tbe  site*  of  the**  light- 
booses,  in  order  to  give  Congress  exct<Miv«  jari^ 
diction  over  them,  ijiust  beaoqoired  by  lb«  en- 
sent  of  the  State  or  Statea  in  which  ihvy  are. 
Be  it  M ;  and  tbe  eoachnim  fbtlows  that,  aa  iheie 
cannot  be  thv  nine  kind  of  dfresttmre  of  right 
oD  the  part  of  tbe  Stales  overdieeanels  that  OMy 
be  opened  under  the  aatboriry  of  Congrraa  tkere- 
in,  so,  also,  (heir  ;^evio«s  eonseai  i*  aot  an  iadit- 
pensabte  pre-reipiiiite  to  At  openiBf  of  the  aame. 
Farther,  it  has  been  vrtsely  ordaioeii  that  Cod- 

fresB  shall  be  Inhibitei  not  only  frota  imposiDg 
oties  On  aniclM  exported  lo  foreiva  coaotriet, 
but  from  imposing  (hem  on  tbesamieh  nmy  ba 
taken  from  one  State  to  anether.  Again;  bjr  oo 
r^ulation  of  tbe  external  or  intanaf  e0BHDere« 
ot  the  country  can  Coagreas  gtre  a  ptrieiciMe  to 
Ihe  ports  of  one  State  over  ihoae  of  another  ;  dot 
can  vends  bound  to  orfronn  oneSlatebeirtAiged 
10  enter,  clear,  or  pay  dnties  in  anolbw.  I  might 
here  ask  if  the  power  to  regulate  eontmeree 
among  the  several  States  was  designed  originally 
to  mean  nothing  more  than  a  •ysteia  crt  mica, 
what  nbject-matter  is  left  oa  which  iht*  pawer 
to  regulate  internal  commerce  la  to  openfeT 

Sir,  it  does  appear  to  m«  that  (he  power  to  reg- 
ulate commerce  among  the  several  Siatea  may 
conikcently,  and  wtthoat  a  perversfog  af  wordg, 
be  considered  as  invelviDg  that  of  giving  direo- 
tion  to  said  commerce  to  and  ftom  every  pati  of 
the  Union  ;  and  that  therefore  Congren  haa  a 
right  to  open  canals  as  necessary  to  that  Arce- 
(ion.  Though  I  should  be  mistaken  in  d^view, 
■tiU  has  Congress  the  right  to  conslroot  ihem  as 
necessary  to  the  military  operatioas  of  the  cobb- 
Iry.  I  wtH  not  detain  tlie  Committee  longer  tbaa 
to  observe,  that  though  I  Cm  of  opnioa  that  Con- 
gress has  the  right  to  eosstraet  n»da  bd<1  eaaali 
as  neeessary  to  an  expediiiou*  an<t  eerlaia  tiaaf- 

Sirtaiion  of  the  mails,  to  the  soiqiart  of  the  Posi 
See  estabtishmeot,  and  lo  the  aDreagtheaing  tt 
the  military  defanees  of  tbe  e^ontry,  and  as 
affording  faoilttie^  and  giving  life  vat  activity 
'-  its  internat  eommeree,  siitl  I  am  indacei)  t» 


believe  that  expediency  saggeste,  for  the  prewa^ 
its  exercise  Willi  and  by  tbe  eoasent  of  tkeSutea 
throngh  whose  territaries  tbey  may  pass. 

Mr.  CI.ASBTT,  of  New  Rampabire.— Mr.  Ghait- 
man,  the  subject  nnder  eonsideratioB  ia  amoM 
the  most  Important  upon  which  we  oan  be  salle) 
lodecide— it  isaConaiiintioaalandgteatBatitmat 
question ;  and,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  be  oite  of  the 
committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  and  having 
been  unable  to  acquiesce  in  tbe  report,  I  deem  it 
a  duty  to  Ihe  House  and  to  myself,  to  ats^  Iba 
reasons  which  hare  governed  me ;  aitd,  for  ihia 


le  whole  Hon) 

This  resolaiion  recommends  the  estaUishing  a 

fund,  and  presents  the  following  speeilla  objects 

only,  to  which  that  fund  is  to  be  apj^ed,  vix: 


^v 
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/mw— i  Impmnuwtw. 


H.opR. 


"The  promoiion  tod  leenritrof  inuritkl  con- 
'  meree  Bmong  tit*  Mtortl  SutM,  ibe  improve- 
'  meat  of  mm  road*,  wkh  the  ismki  oI  tb»  ie- 
'  '  «p«ctiv«Suiea,utd  ihcooiutnielioD  of  miliiarf 
'  lokdf,  willk  llu  lika  MMot  of  siKli  StstM;"  bni, 
tli«it,  Nr,  br  Aaobawiacat  cwMping  oImm,  it  vm- 
bnew  "all  look  mow  iitMra>l  iaipr»*«m«ii«  ae 
maybe  wiUiia  Ih*  Conaluniumal  pow»n  of  ibe 
a«Deral  OoTernnient ;"  and  Ibis  latter  ela«s<  i* 


■  onir  ai«  apeeiAad, 


not  witbvM  it>  rawHtiM 

Sir,  allhoogh  thrw  Ajaota 
aliooBi  of  tfcc  whol«  M  this  etaborMa  Mport, 
wbich  ii  Bvw  bahHTfl  lira  pnbli^  and  ii  rccMded 
in  f onr  Jonmala,  h  iniaadad  to  cataUkh  «  powar 
ia  CongTCM  to  cooatrifat  roadi  and  eanala  in  gen- 
eral, and  vitboat  limitation.  And  tbu  ia  new 
aTineed  br  ibe  argwaent  of  Um  bonombla  ebair- 
man  of  tM  Committee  aa  Interaal  Impiore- 
menta,  who  iatroduoed  tba  report.  Yef,  ur,  a 
" lalitodinotn"  eoarttnelira  power  ii  conteaded 
for.  We  eie  told  ibat  ConaiCH  bai  thia  power 
and  ongbt  to  excrcice  it.  And  we  are  alto  told, 
tbat  "  the  ineeeM  of  an  aweel  to  tbe  people  for, 
an  ameadmntt  of  the  Conatituiioa  wonid  be 
hopelen."  Bir,  is  ttua  a  good  reaoen  for  exer- 
eiiiBg  aaeh  a  pewtt,  becaaie  tbe  people  are  nn- 
willingl  Sarely  it  ii  not;  aod  tbie  coatee  it 
dangerooi.  Are  not  the  people  wveieiml  Are 
the;  aot  jealous  of  their  righul  And  are  not 
the  powers  of  Coafre**  limited?  Yea,  sir,  miMt 
eeKainlr  Atj  are.  By  tbe  10th  artiole  of  Ibe 
ameDdmeDU  of  tbe  Connitntisa,  "the  powers 
not  delogated'to  the  United  States  br  the  Cooiti- 
toiion,  nor  prohibited  bjr  it  to  the  States,  are  re- 
served to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  tbe  peo- 
ple."   Where,  then,  u  ihu  power  fawtd? 

The  report  lays;  "Tba  eommittee  do  not  ooa- 
'  ceive  it  nennes^ry  to  nil  to  their  aid  the  liberal 
'  prineiples  of  coulruction  whieh  the  oeoasIoD 
'  might  jostiff ."  They  disavow  any  use  of  tbe 
gencinl  jdiraae  in  the  Gonatitation  "loproTide 
ror  tbe  common  defence  and  general  weliare^"  as 
applicable  to  tbe  enameration  of  powers,  or  as 
extending  tbe  powers  of  Congreacbeyood  those 
spceifled  in  tbe  ConstitaiioD;  hod  they  admit 
thai,  to  anpport  these  positioai,  it  must  appear 
that  tbe  pawers  contended  for  are  eipressly 
granted,  or  that  they  are  both  necessary  and 
proper  lOf  cnTryina  into  eflect  some  other  exprese 
power;"  and  for  this  power  they  prineipaliy  rely 
vpoa  tbe  cigbib  eectioo,  firet  artiele  of  iha  Coo- 
siiiQtion,  "to  regotate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  and  among  the  sereral  Sietee,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes." 

Sir,  by  what  rnle  of  eonstrnetioa  can  this 
elaase  be  applied  to  tbe  canatruclion  of  roads  or 
digging  canals  7  If  it  can  be  so  ai^ied,  then,  by 
a  parity  of  rcaeooiag,  we  may  extend  it  to  the 
baildiag  of  boats,  manning  them,  nnd  eveil  fur- 
niihing  goods  and  mercbandiH.  This  might  be 
atceptable  lo  the  States  immediately  tieaefited, 
audit  might  have  "their  assent:"  bothowwotttd 
ilaScci  tbe  other  Slates  in  tbe  Uoioni  Would  they 
Im  satisfied  wiib  Eoeh  *'  internal  improvement,'' 
such  a  "  rMiiUtion  of  commetce,"  or  with  socb  a 
moBopoty  in  those  hvored  Stntes  1    I  think  not, 


Bat,  by  the  same  rule  of  coostraolion,  why  not 
build  merchani  ships  and  furoiih  them  for  foreign 
commeree  1  Tbe  rule  ia  equally  applicable  j  and, 
by  tbe  same  rnle,  you  might  extend  your  roada 
snd  eaaals  inio  the  Indian  country.  But,  sir,  this 
ia  not  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Coostiia* 
tion.  It  means  no  such  thing ;  it  does  not  auther- 
i«  Congres*  to  create  commerce,  but  to  regulate 
and  cherish  itiai  which  already  exists,  in  ordei 
that  the  beacfits  sboold  be  equally  felt  tbroi^b- 
ont  the  whole  nation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  said,  in  support  o# 
Ihia  resolution,  that  the  United  Butas  present  a 
wide  field  for  internal  improvement  Sir,  I  feal 
pride  in  admitting  tbi*  tkct,  and  in  the  belief  that 
the  people  of  Ibe  several  States,  equally  sensible 
of  ii,  are  making  great  progress  in  it;  akd  tbat 
tbe  time  is  not  far  Sisiant  wlraa  inlemal  improve* 
ment  will  be  carried  to  high  perfection.  But  ibia 
is  no  argument  ia  favor  of  Constitutional  power 
in  Congress  to  eonatruct  roads  and  canals.  But 
the  qoettion  is,  have  we  snch  powerl  It  is  ad> 
mitted  in  tbe  lepoti  tbat  the  wants  of  tbe  aatimi 
cannot  conrar  power;  bnt  it  is  there  said,  ihMe 
wants  may  jostljr  afford  aid  in  eonstraiog  the 
ComtitDtion,  Sir,  if  the  power  be  granted,  na 
sitchaid  is  wanted;  if  not  granted,  sue b  wnnta 
give  no  aid. 

But,  in  the  same  report  it  is  said,  "  when  power 
is  only  felt  in  Ibe  blessings  it  confers,  a  less  rig- 
oroDs  eonstruetion  is  justifiable  ;"  and  again,  fn 
ihe  tame  report,  it  is  said :  "  There  is  no  dangei 
'  tbni  such  power  wili  be  abused  while  the  vigor 
'of  repteaeotaliTe  responsibility  remains  amm* 
'paired;  and  that  upon  this  principle  theframera 
'  of  the  Constitoiion  mainly  relied  for  the  protec 
'  tion  of  the  public  paraef  Sir,  I  cannot  admit 
this  duclrine ;  it  is  too  "  laiitudinoas  f  it  i>  dan- 
cerous:  and,  by  ihe  same  rule,  under  the  terms 
"common  defence  end  general  welbre,"  jon 
might  enact  lawt  for  each  Slate;  sneb  laws  might 
coafer  blesiings,"  bat  perbapa  tber  would  not  be 
cordially  received.  The  several  Stales  claim  the 
power,  and  will  exercise  it,  of  enecting  their  own 
lawti  nor  will  it  be  contended  tbat  Congress 
have  this  power. 

The  powers  of  Congresa  are  limited  to  cttlaift 
objects,  aod  cannot  H  extended  without  an 
amendment  of  the  Conttiiuiioa,  This  Constitu- 
tion bu  gtanied  to  Congress  the  power  of  "  ex- 
'  elusive  Tegislaiion  in  all  cases  wbauoever,  ovei 
'  such  District,  not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,  aa 
'  may,  by  oession  of  particular  Stales,  and  the 
'  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  the 
'  Qoverament  of  lbs  United  States,  and  to  exei* 
'  cise  like  authority  over  all  places  purchased  by 
'  the  consent  of  tbe  Legialature  of  the  State  ia 
'  which  the  same  shsU  belong,  for  tbe  erection  of 
'  forts,  mngazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other 
'  necessary  buildings ;  and  to  nuke  all  laws  neces- 
■  sary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
'  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested 
'  by  the  Coattiiutioa  in  the  Oovernment  of  tbe 
'  United  States,  or  ia  any  department  or  offioe 
'  thereof."    These  are  great  and  extensive  |)ow- 
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InttnuU  Improvementt. 


jmiamlj  limiied. 

Sir,  snppoae  CoDgrcat  ibould  deem  ii.necce- 
«ry  to  extend  the  bouadkr;  of  this  Diatricl 
twenty  instud  of  wn  n>ile«  square;  and  nippow 
Tirginit  and  Hiryland,  or  anf  Stite  cDDiiguon*, 
^oold  aMenl  to  it;  woald  tach  a  mnBure  be 
proper?  Conid  jtm  accept  of  soch  ceuioD,  or 
extend  the  Diicmt?  No,  sit;  you  could  Dot 
accept  tbe  cewIoQ,  dot  could  you  extend  the  Dit- 
tticl  one  rod.  Again,  sir,  BOppose  you  wanted  a 
■mall  spot  of  grotind  whereon  to  erect  a  fort  or 
mag*>iiie,  eonld  you  coDBliiaiioDBlly  talte  paBse»- 
uon  of  it,  or  ereo  purchase  it  of  the  owner,  with- 
out the  cooaent  oi  the  State  wherein  it  mi^ht 
be  1  No,  sir,  not  one  foot.  Not  could  you,  with 
Mch  conieni,  udIcm  exprei*  power  for  thai  pur- 
pose had  been  given  yon,  any  more  than  you 
could  extend  the  limiu  of  ibii  DiHtrici.  Wliere, 
then,  it  this  power,  wllhouc  oi  with  the  conieDt 
of  a  State,  to  coDitruct  roads  and  caoali  1  It  ji 
not  found  in  the  ConatitniioD,  and  it  doM  not 
axiit.  Wby,  then,  make  this  appropriation  I 
Why  eitabluh  this  fund  f  It  ii  hoped  that  the 
"vigor  of  repreMDtaiioi)"  wilt  be  sufficient  to 
pterent  it.  But,  sir,  why  pFCn  this  subject  in 
oppodtiou  to  the  "deliberate  and  settled  opin- 
ions" of  statesmen,  who  arc  entitled  to  high  con- 
fidence and  respect  1  Why  not  make  the  appeal 
lo  the  people  in  a  Consiilulional  way,  agreeably 
to  the  recommendatioDi  of  the  late  President 
Hadiion,  as  recorded  in  the  Journals  of  Ibe  last 
Congress,  and,  io  the  ExeculivB  Message,  recom- 
mended to  both  Houses  of  Congress  the  present 
session?  Sir,  it  iias  been  said  we  are  not  to  be 
governed  by  Sxecutive  influence.  I  admit  it ; 
■nd  I  believe  no  member  of  this  House  would  be 
Store  astute  in  preserving  the  separate  Constitu- 
tional powers  of  each  branch  of  toe  Government, 
or  more  tenacious  of  the  right  of  personal  opin- 
ion than  myself.  Yet,  upon  a  subject  of  such 
magnitude  as  the  present,  if  my  opinion'was  dif- 
ferent from  those  cited.  I  should  ibink  il  no  dis- 
honor, but  a  duty  as  well  as  sonad  policy  to  pause 
and  reconsider.  Bat,  sir,  when'il  is  avowed  in 
this  report,  that  "the  sentiments  advanced  in  (be 
RxecuiiTe  Message  give  additional  interest  to  the 
measnre,"  an  impetus  to  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution ;  if  I  had  no  doubt  of  Constitutional 
power,  1  have  strong  doubts  of  the  propriety  of 
such  a  procednre,  and,  until  those  doubts  ate  re- 
moved, my  opposition  will  be  firm.  And,  sir, 
I  shall  give  my  vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  LowKDES  rose  to  propose  a  modification 
of  the  proposition  before  the  Committee.  He 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  separate  the  Coa- 
■tituttonal  question  embraced  by  the  resoluiion 
from  tbe  question  of  expediency.  After  the  ad- 
vene opinions  of  two  Preiidenls  had  been  ex- 
pressed, Mr,  L.  thought  it  was  proper  to  settle 
the  Constitutional  (question,  and  in  doing  so  il 
was  best  to  present  it  free  from  the  question  of 
expediency^  or  from  any  em  bar  ran  meats  of  de- 
tail; in  which  shape  the  decision  would  be  more 
unequivocai,  and  gentlemen  might  vote  for  either 
branch  of  the  proposition,  and  against  the  other, 


with  perfect  consistency.  He  therefore  mortd, 
by  way  of  amendment,  the  following  ■nbctitme 
for  the  resolution  under  consideration  : 

Saohtd,  That,  Dnder  the  Constitution  oT  &•  Uni- 
ted States, 'Con  ^TMs  hu  power  lo  appropriala  msngy 
tot  the  constractioD  of  poet  loads,  militajj  and  otftar 
mads,  and  caaBk,  and  fiv  the  imprnveiBent  of  watH. 
coursea,  wilk  Ibe  smiiiiI  of  Iha  Stale*  in  which  Ib^ 

iuohid,  llut  it  is  expedient  that  iha  ■an  to  bs 
paid  M  the  UnitBd  Stalea  hj  tba  Mth  wction  of  llw 
act  fa)  iacotpofata  the  Mibaaiben  la  the  Bank  of  the 
Unitod  BtaUs,  and  the  dividendi  vrhkh  dtall  aria* 
from  tbeii  ihaias  in  its  capita]  ato^  be  oonstituted  a* 
s  ftand  Ibr  inlMtul  itapiovems&L 

Hr.  JoBtfBOR,  of  Tirginia,  wished  this  snbjeet 
to  be  fairly  discussed,  bat  coald  not  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  Beparating  it»  qnestions.  He  asked  if 
tbe  House  would  cousent  to  sit  debating  merely 
abstract  questions  of  Constiiniianat  powers  7  He 
presumed  no  act  would  ever  be  performed  until 
members  were  coDTiuced  of  the  convenience, 
tbe  necessity,  or  the  expediency  of  it,  and  then 
tfaey  would  inquire,  and  it  would  be  time  enougk 
to  ioquire,  into  their  powers  to  efieel  it,  ftc. 

Mr.  Tucker  and  Mr.  TALLWanan  were  in  fa- 
vor of  tbe  amendmeoL 

Mr.  EnwARDB  inquired  whether  it  was  intend- 
ed lo  question  the  power  of  Congrera  merely  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  object,  or  the  power  of 
efiectioKthe  object  of  appropriation?  lo  which 

Mr.  LowNDBa  replied,  that  nii  object  waj^sub- 
siantially,  to  bring  forward,  for  decision,  lAeri^Jir 
of  paisiog  such  a  bill  as  that  of  tbe  last  sesitoa, 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  HoPKiRBON  observed,  that,  as  ha  be\d  tb&t 
Congress  had  this  power,  with  or  wiihoat  tbe 
consent  of  ihe  States ;  and  as  he  doubted  whether 
the  words,  "with  the  assent  of  the  States," 
could,  according  to  order,  be  afterwards  stricken 
out,  if  the  amendment  were  now  agreed  to  ;  and 
as  he  could  never  sanction  with  his  vote  any 
proposition  recognising  this  condition  as  neces- 
sary to  the  power  in  ijoestion ;  he  moved  tbit 
those  words  be  stricken  out  of  the  proposed  nb- 

Mr.  Tdceir,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  explaaaiion 
of  the  views  of  the  committee  in  their  report  It 
was  001  intended  to  declare  that  Congress  had 
this  right  without  the  consent  of  the  States,  fand 
ha  was  Inclined  to  believe  it  had  not,)  but  merelj 
to  say  that,  with  that  consent,  Congresi  bad  the 
power,  and  might  exercise  the  righL  Hr.  T. 
then  entered  into  the  question  of  the  extent  of  the 
power,  as  contended  for  in  the  report,  at  some 
lenglb. 

Mr.  HorKtNson  alio  went  somewhat  at  large 
into  an  examination  of  the  question,  arguing  ihat 
the  power  of  the  Oeneral  Government  in  this 
case  was  independect  of  the  State  anthority  or 
State  assent ;  that  the  Constftation  had  not  to- 
cogniMd  State  aisent  as  necessary  in  any  case  ia 
the  exercise  of  any  power  it  granted.  This  pow- 
er, Mr.  H.  said,  was  conieuded  for  on  three 
grounds.  Its  exercise  was  claimed  under  tha 
power  to  establish  post  roads,  under  that  to  pro- 
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H.orit. 


n  what  gr«UDd  Co 
oppiMM  to  iboM, 
lufd  be-expna^. 


Tide  for  ittt  g«Mni welbn^ tad nflder  tbepower 
to  resalatseonuncteabclweeBltMaersralSuiM; 
the  ri^ht  now  elkimed  was  jaitified  a*  ft  eorrel- 
•live  of  ODO  c^  iheM  tkim  powen,  and,  ai  oeiiher 
of  thaw  Mwan  w«a  bald  depcDdeot  on  the  as- 
acDt  of  ina  Stales,  the  miaor  right  growing  oat 
of  tliam  conld  not  be.  Aa,  iherefore,  thia  right 
reated  on  the  CoaititalioD,  be  hoped  i(  woald  not 
be  rafemd  to  the  iBKni  of  the  Statea ,  for  iboogh 
aach  an  admianon  migbt  be  eooaidered,  if  Dot 
nacaasarr,  at  least  baimleu,  yet  he  viewed  it  u 
tteither  baTDleat  nor  aafe,  bat  ai  a  ooneeauoD 
wbieb  might  hereafter  be  prodneltTa  of  danger. 
It  was  itnproper  to  admit  words  wbieb  woald 
hereafier  reader  ildonbtfnloa  whatgrouod  Cod- 
g^ieaa  acted,  and,  aa  he  was  oi 
principle,  be  hoped  thejr  woof  ^ 

Mr.  LowMDSB,  while  he  conearred  etturelf 
Mr.  HoFKiHBOa'a  views  of  the  Constilation,  and 
ihoDgfa  Congress  might  poasasa  the  power  inde- 
pendently of  the  Stales,  vat  defended  the  propri- 
ety of  reiaioing  the  wordi;  and  referring  the  ex- 
erciso  of  the  power  wilbin  the  Stales  to  the 
assent  t^  the  States,  aa  the  only  course  by  which 
any  good  was  likely  to  grow  out  of  the  proposi- 
ttom,  Ae. 

Mr.  Hbboib  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
If  Coagresi  bad  the  right  without  the  astcnt  of 
ibe  States,  il  eertaialy  had  it  with  ihat  assent; 
and,  as  the  asseni  of  the  States  could  neither  give 
nor  impair  any  Conaiilution at  right,  he  hoped  the 
words  would  ba  retained. 

Sir.  CiiAT  had  no  doubt  that  the  CoDstitutton 
had  iuTcalad  Coogreaa  wiib  this  power  indepen- 
dently of  aay  State  anthoriiy  ;  but  still,  though 
be  held  ihia  opinion,  be  did  not  consider  aoy- 
ibioK  yielded  by  ezereiaing  it  under  the  aaaeni  of 
the  Slatea.  It  waa  similar  to  acts  of  eanciliatioB 
between  neigh  bora,  where  the  rights  of  one  party 
migbt  be  unquestionable,  Ac,  cases  of  which  he 
supposed  to  illuBlrate  his  ideas. 

Mr.  HuoH  Nblson  rose  to  eipreas  bis  disap- 
probation of  the  course  which  bad  bean  given  to 
thia  diacnwioD.  He  thongbl  Mr.  Hopkimsok 
ought  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  Mr.  LowHnaa 
bis  also,  and  let  the  diaentaion  proceed  in  the 
eonrse  from  which  it  had  been  diverted.  The 
ehampioBa  of  this  measnre  bad  been  beard :  the 
report  hwl  bean  made  and  defended}  the  Ajax 
TelamoB  of  the  parCy  bad  hurled  hia  lance ;  and 
when  £neas  prepared  for  the  eimfliet,  and  was 
about  toeast  his  javelin,  Hinomiaieriwaes  with 
a  cloud,  and  pnu  an  end  to  the 


tsof  the 


to  come  forward  ii 


oppoi 

Mbale,  ai  a  moment  when  no  gentteaun  bad 
lisen,)  asked  where  was  his  friend  Hector  when 
that  invitatioD  was  given,  and  why  he  had  not 
accepted  ill 

Mr.  LowHBBa  was  unwilling  to  withdraw  the 
amendment.  If  tbe  Constiiuiiooal  question  was 
to  be  diaensied,  perbaps  it  might  as  well  come 
up  on  the  present  raotian  as  on  any  other. 

Alter  some  further'  remarks  on  the  course  of 
be  prooeeding  by  Meaui,  TAisUtAoaM  and  Su- 


oaAHT,  Mr  HopKiMaoH  observed,  in  allusion.to 
the  quotation  from  Homer,  tbatj  aa,  in  contend- 
ing for  the  dead  body  of  Patroelus,  the  two  armies 
were  drawn  into  a  general  engagement,  ibe  same 
eflect  seemed  probable  on  this  motion,  he  moved 
that  the  Committee  now  rise ;  which  waa  con> 
curred  in,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

SATuanAY,  March  7. 
Mr.  SaaaBANT,  from  the  joint  committee  to 
whom  tbe  subject  waa  referred,  reported  a  reso- 
lution that  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  tbe  House  of  Represeataiirea  be  an- 
ihorized  to  adjourn  their  reBpective  Houses  on 
the  13th  of  April  neit.  This  resoloiion  was 
read  twice,  and  ordared  to  be  engroned  for  a 


on  ao  much  of  the  Freaident'a  Message  aa  relates 
to  Toidt,asnels,andsemioariesof  learning,  were 
iastraeied  to  inqnire  into  tbe  expediency  of  pro- 
vidiofc  by  law  for  cODstrnoting  a  navigable  canid, 
to  nnite  tbe  waters  of  Massachusetts  Bay  wilb 
the  waten  of  Narragansett  Bay,  and  Long 
Island  Sound,  by  Taunton  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ToMPKiRa,  the  Comuiiitee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  ia- 
Btructed  to  inquire  iuto  the  expedieney  of  ex> 
tending  for  five  years  to  the  widow  and  infant 
cbtldreu  of  John  Pauldiiw,  deeeaaed,  one  of  tha 
incorruptible  eaptora  of  Bujor  Andre,  the  annual 
pension  heretofore  granted  to  the  said  Joba 
Paulding  for  hia  dislingnished  merit. 

Tha  resoloiion  yesterday  moved  by  Mr.  Ci.Ai- 
BoaxB,  in  tbe  following  words,  was  takes  op: 

"Renlved,  That  tbe  Preiident  of  ibe  United 
Stales  be  requested  to  ta^  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  under  the  ith, 
Otb,  and  7lh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ohent, 
"'ing  tbe  items   of  expend ito re  in  relation 


■pecifyiui 


The  resolatioQ  faaviag  been  amended  by  in- 
serting the  wotd_^/U  instead  oi  fourth,  in»»gttei 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  tiilea^  vlst 
An  act  altering  the  time  for  holding  a  seaiiou  of 
Ibe  district  court  of  tbe  District  of  Maine)  and 
an  act  lo  slier  the  time  of  holding  the  circoil 
court  in  tbe  sonihern  district  of  New  York,  and 
for  other  purposes;  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Hr.  JoHMSDN,  of  Eentneky,  gave  noiiee  (hat 
«i  HoDday  next,  be  would  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  antborixiag  (he  people  of  tha 
Michigan  Territory  to  send  a  dcTegate  to  Coa- 
gress. 

INTERNAI.  IMPBOTBMENT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  (ba 
day  OB  the  question  of  roads  and  canals ;  and 
ihe  remainder  of  the  day  was  consumed  in  do- 
ling il. 

Mi.  Lowddbs  having  withdrawn  his  proposed 
■ubttitute,  tbe  question  recurred  on  the  resolu- 
tion originally  repotted  by  the  select  conniiltee. 
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Jam  Mai  Im^ 


met. 


UiMB.me. 


Mr.  A.  SMTn,  of  Vifguim,  additned  lb* 
Chair,  Bnd  Mid  ;  ThoMfBettioM  whiekarin  re- 
sptetuui  tbeexlent  ofttae  povcra  of  the  Qorcra- 
iB«Dl  ot  tbe  UoiEod  SiatM,  may  jottl;  ba  ngaTdad 
aa  Bmims  ttia  mo«t  impsrlaDt  ibat  oaa  com*  b«- 
fon  this  bodf.  Wkile  it  is  our  datr  U>  tnainiain, 
UDimpafred,  tbe  jiut  pcwera  of  Gengitsaf  ne 
ihoald  be  careful  oot  to  usurp  aDf  of  tbe  poir- 
ers  of  the  Slate  EorernmeDta ;  and  not  to  an- 
eroBch  on  tbe  rigbts  rEierred  to  tbe  people.  If 
the  Federal  Coaatituiioa  require*  any  amend- 
meniB,  it  it  beliered  that  ibow  reqnired  are  (uob 
aa  would  render  more  dii liact  the  line  of  separa- 
lioa  tetweeo  ibe  powers  of  iha  GcbmbI  Ootctd- 
ment  and  tbe  State  goverauHile,  lo  thai  there 
shall  be  do  ^onnd  for  rarianeei  no  eonflieiioe 
datm  to  power,  sneh  as  would  leare  all  (BDerw 
interests  and  foreiga  relation^  exeloaiTeljr  to  tbe 
Qcnetsl  QoTerament ;  and  all  local  interests  and 
intenuti  oooeeiaf,  exeloMTclr  to  the  State  gorera* 
menis ;  aad  let  them  have  no  eoDcurreni  jari*- 
dictioD.  Therefore,  in  every  eaae  where  the  Slate 
Lefulfttaree  have  clearly  a  light  to  legiilaie,  aod 
our  ri^ht  to  lefialate  ii  douMfnl,  I  would  not 
danm  it  Let  lu  rvther  diKtinish  tban  inereaae 
tbe  Dumber  of  sabjeote,  with  regard  m  whiob  th» 
Federal  Oovemmcnt  sod  the  Biaie  govefBineDts 
haTeeooeurreatjariadielion.  Let  aa  lenveto  tbe 
StsiA  Leiislainraa  power  to  do  gtnd  also. 

Tha  powers  which  it  was  intended  to  ooaft* 
by  the  CoostitDtion  on  the  Ocnenl  Govetomant, 
were  to  Make  war,  to  maka  tretties,  to  refotaie 
oovsieMa,  to  Ury  maney,  and  the  corretpoading 
executive  and  jadicial  duiiet.  War,  foreign  in- 
Mraoarae,  and  oemmeroe,  w«r*  the  great  oijeels 
of  tbe  Conatiiation.  The  power  to  luae  mouqr, 
and  tbe  Decenary  exaentircandjudteinl  powers, 
■re  tb^  means  given  to  attain  those  objeets.  Ib> 
UTMl  poliee,  tbe  |^ower  of  mafcing  and  adHuai»- 
teting  civil  and  enmfnal  law,  were  intended,  with 
A*  eieeption  of  a  few  enumerated  cbmb,  to  ba 
left  to  the  Stale  soTernments, 

It  ia  contended  by  the  «alect  oommiliee^  a*  I 
ondentMid,  a»t  Coagreu  bav*  power  to  raise 
money  to  he  appropriated  to  make  roads  and  ca- 
nal^ and  to  pass  the  lawa  for  making  each  roads 
aid  eannl*  by  ih«  asieni  ot  the  Btaiee.  On  tbe 
eoatrary,  it  is  contended  that  Coitgren  have  to 
antboriiy  to  appropriate  money  to  make  reads 
and  canals,  or  to  pats  laws  for  making  sad>  road* 
and  oaulB,  ekfa«  with  «  without  the  aseent  of 
the  Sutes.  The  latter  position  it  that  which  I 
am  to  aiiainpi  to  maiolain. 

The  oomnittee  sappon  tbit  claim  to  pawer 
in  the  Qencral  Oovenaunt  to  make  roads  and 
eanals,aBb«Dgneeeasaryand  proper  to  oairy  into 
esecntioD  the  power  expreuly  gran  led  to  regnlaie 
commerce  among  the  scTcral  States.  They  say 
thai  roads  and  canals  will  promote  and  gire  se- 
enriiy  to  iaternal  commerce,  and  render  less  ex- 
pensive the  meane  and  provisions  of  defence.  If 
reasons  like  these  will  justify  tbe  exereise  of 
power,  then  Congress  may  regulate  agiiculinr«, 
remarkets, nod  tbe  mannfafitures,aB  1^  >o  doing 
they  may  diminiih  the  expense  of  defence ;  and 
Aey  may  lake  upon  themaelvei  the  sole  admin. 


istmtea  of  jnatiee,  ao  &i  aa  ralnH 
under  the  pretence  of  giving  seeairty  ti 
oommetce. 

Sir,  if  itieh  reaMni  are  satis&etory,  Congreaa 
may  go  still  farther.  I  anderstand  lh«  a^wmcut 
of  ttM  scteet  committee  as  if  it  ms  staled  Utm 
Congress  having  power  expressly  granted  to  reg- 
ulate Dommerce  ameog  the  sever^  Btataa,  have 
ineidental  power  to  do  whatever  wilt  f«eililala 
and  give  seeariiy  lo  intemal  commerce.  Oanab 
will Taeiiitaie  and  give  Beenrity  to  iateraal  com- 
meroe;  thtrefore,CoagresRmayeonst(nct  aanala, 
Bnl  the  major  ptopositioa  ie  denied.  If  that 
proposittcn  can  be  maintained,  then  Coagmm 
may'asanme  the  whole  iaieiml  JegislalioH  ot  the 
nation;  the  whole administraiioaorjuetiea  ;  tha 
whole  police,  aa  wall  of  tbe  eonntrj  aa  of  eitiea; 
for  all  these  will  facilitate  and  give  ecsarity  to 
internal  eommeroe. 

Tbe  intemal  eommerce  that  it  lo  be  itgulmtei 
by  Congress,  is  coaimeree  aaow  tbe  leveraj 
States,  ejcluding  the  regnlation  oiaonmetee  be- 
tween tbe  difierent  pfaiees  in  tbe  mme  State.  By 
the  grant  of  power  to  regnlate  eomaMtaa  amonf 
the  wveral  Sutes,  I  pretnme  it  was  intended  that 
Congress  alone  should  lay  duties  on  impotta  from 
another  State,  designate  Pprti,  preeorifae  mlea  for 
the  coasting  trade,  grant  licenees,  and  so  on. 
"le  select  oemmiiiee  say  thnt  the  pawer  U> 
I  roads  and  canaU  is  not  leea  iaeiAenlal'ta 


Thi 


the  power  expreaoly  gnuiad  to  rMfolue  eiMi 
marce  among  the  several  Biaiee  than  many^  o 
the  powers  azeroisad  in  raUtioa  to  foieign  com- 
merce aee  ineidental  lo  the  pow^  te  raffwaw  C>r- 
eign  eomiaitica;  and  aevenl  ntamTies  ara  pi«- 
dncfd  of  the  exereiee  of  power  ay  Coagreoa, 
which  the  oomaiistee  dean  as  liula  imidtnt  i 


I  do  not  take  ufnn  myicdf  the  tad;  of  n 

ing  Ibe  consiitutionality  of  all  the  past  anti  rf 
Congf  aa ;  more  eapenaUy,  I  shaH  not  attempt 
ID  ddend  the  act  for  making  the  Cnmbcrland 
id,  and  the  act  forgiving  r  ' 
th«  people  of  Vencsncla. 
aen  were  aatboriaed  by  tbe  CoaatitmiDn.  Wnh 
reaped  to  the  oth»  aou  menitoned  ia  tbe  report 
of  the  aelect  eommitlee,  if  they  weve  violMiOBi 
of  Ibe  Coostitation,  ibey  will  not  taactwo  a  ri»- 
latlon  of  the  Qoostitatioa  by  oa ;  awl,  if  they  an 
eoaaisieat  With  tbe  Conttitnlioa,  they  are  loo  die- 
similar  to  that  which  it  is  now  propoaed  to  paaa, 
to  furnish  a  pMaedent.  TheiMWer  wAieh  it  in 
now  proposed  to  exoaae  is,  the  powvto  legit- 
late  respeeiii^  intoraal  aolica  oaa  local  iaterest^ 
with  tbe  assent  of  tbe  Stales,  and  to  appropriate 
the  money  of  the  whole  nation  lo  the  dlspoaal  tt 
particahtr  States,  for  tbe  advaneemeni  of  loeal 


The  select  committee  say  tbai  Congrev  have 
power  to  establish  post  roads;  and  that,  to  this 
power  is  ineidental  a  power  to  remove  the  mons- 
tains,andconstrnel  tbe  roads.  Sappoee  I  were 
to  grant  this— are  they  post  roads,  and  post  roads 
oa^.  that  you  propoae  to  make.  The  reeolutioo 
oi  ike  select  committee  it  Ie  form  a  fund  for  ia- 
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tanml  inufccwniMM ;  lb*  bU  of  4he  lut  maaum 
direcM^  tbc  affUntiDt  of  neti  a  ftnd  lo  Am 
immkiof  ^  naA»aai  tomtit,  mai  ibe  aaptdnmemt 
o£  the  BavigBtioa  of  mwr  Mones. 

la  MSI  the  expccM  giant  of  pawn  u  HtaUiili 
piMt  ronda,  an  czelonoa  of  all  ohim  to  power  to 
eal&bKih  aar  otiiar  kind  of  nadi,  eiscpt  peat 
roKdB  7  It  seemi  to  mo  to  be  so.  If  ti  gmanl 
pow«r  to  eetakliik  aad  m^  roa^i  had  been  io- 
t«nd«d  to  bv'fiTCD,  or  bad  beea  MLaiderad  aa 
inoidsat  to  the  power  granted  ta  refolate  eom- 
mwrse  anatig  the  tareral  State*,  »  apceial  nam 
at  power  to  waUiih  poM  nwdi  onfy,  wonld  doi- 
hBT0  bees  giTen.  The  epeeial  povret  to  eMiUiih 
poet  rMdi  beiu  mntad,  lb*  g«iMral  power  to 
eatafalisb  all  kmoa  of  rovia  i«  oot  graated  to 
Coiurreee. 

AU  powcn  which  are  not  graated  to  the  Qen- 
eral  aortmoMW  ■!«  ictaloed.  What  ii  t]w 
pawor  grmiedl  Power  ii  granted  Is  eiiabliin 
post  roada.  tbeo  the  power  to  moAf  poat  roads 
la  lelaiatd.  But  ■hould  it  be  decided  tbat  "  to 
eatabLUh,"  algiiifla*  "to  conlrtict,"  I  will  Mk 
agmiDiWhat  lalhepower  gtantodl  Ton  aoawer, 
to  CBiahliik  and  eoBitrnet  poal  roada.  Then  the 
pawer  toeitabUtli  Bad  ooaatruel  all  other  roade 
la  ivtaioed. 

If  we  poenu  pawev  la  make  paat  raada,  aad 
am  to  ezernie  it,  let  m  ^  )t  at  oar  own  ^ewtre. 
Let  n»  luit  uk  Imtb  to  eiweiM  oor  powers;  bot 
biW  aarsel««a  t«  expettd  esaetlf  mftcb  tinei  aa 
ranch  ia  the  Sutaof  CoatiMtioiK  aa  ia  iIm  Slate 
of  MinierippL  I  traai  that  wi  will  exapoiu  the 
3Kiwers  granted  bjr  the  Caoalitstiwi  fmlr,  m  the 

SurBl  wflfare  mar  raqnite.  Sboold  «c  pi^ide 
■t  so  aoeh  of  the  poblie  notwf  at  may  be 
plotted  to  nake  post  loadi  ehaU  be  axpemdfld  is 
eseb  Skate,  h  lUll  b«  ineh  8mM^  pfopoitioa, 
according  to  the  rnle  of  rapfeieatatioa,  will  wa 
not  iherebv  eei^liah  a  precedent  bf  which  to 
aaoertaia  the  aaani  to  be  expeaded  in  each  BtaM 
for  foriiieaiioiu,  or  for  aay  other  pnaMaeDi  o^ 
je»t  wfaatcver?  The  leadsaer  oreooli  a  preee- 
dent  would  be  pemioioai.  Toe  public  tnoMf* 
■hoaU  be  expetided  wbcraver  the  pabHo  good 
shmU  reqniM  tbe  expeiulittire. 

Let  ns  well  comider  the  eiiani  of  itia  power 

([iirem  bf  tlw  CooatitDttat  to  Con|^raaa  to  ealab- 
lah  pen  rtMdb.  Let  oacxaane  ■>  whet  ■•>■* 
this  word  "  eaiabllth'*  i*  oead  by  the  framwi  of 
the  ConsiiintiDD.  We  read  in  tlwt  lutnuneoi  of 
oaiabllittliig  juKiee,  eilabliiking  a  eoaatitaiieD, 
eslabliihing  a  role,  cetablithiog  offieea,  eetabliah- 
iog  eosrli.  To  atlabliab,  lueana,  aa  uatd  ia  thii 
ioBttiimeat,  togirealigal  «ti«lenee^  Tbepowec 
[o  eaiabluh  poat  roadt,  ii  a  power  lA  girt  exitk- 
•BM  to  peat  roads,  ri  Mcb.  A  powar  to  eo»- 
■trnct  the  roads  i«  Dot  "^ecMMry,"  •« thirty  f  eara* 
experience  has  proved.  And  s^ch  a  power  ii 
not  "proper,"  beoama  it  inuu  oonttet  w4tb  tbe 
anihorlt?  of  tbe  States  to  conitraet  their  own 
loadir  Booh  bwiag  been  during  thtrtf  yeara 
the  eeostruciioD  given  lo  the  danae  of  the  Con* 
MiiQtion  granting  to  Congims  power  to  eaiaUiah 
pourcada,  loonceiTetbatit  aboaU  be  conndeted 
a*  Milled. 


One  of  tnj  colleagnee,  who  tpoke  featerdar. 
(Mr.  B.  Suits)  eoDtended,  that  "  to  ouUiifa,'' 
nMBue  "to  form."  Bot,  a  alauaa  of  the  CoBatitu- 
tian  a*7>,  ibac  the  ratifiektien  of  nine  Slaten  diaU 
be  ■eSeiant  for  the  eitablidimeBt  thereof.  ThM 

eatabliafa."  maaaa  to  give  legal  exirieMa  aKd 
elfast.  Tit  CoDsiitatioB  bad  been  prcTiooaty 
formed,  tfaeeoarentieBainthaBtateeeataUiahed  it. 

If  ibe  power  of  Congreae  to  eataUish  post  roade 
antborizea  the  constraetioa  of  the  road*  ao  eatab- 
liahed,  tbe  Preeidcnt  ha*  elraadf  the  power  to 
consWiietaU  tbe  roada  whiobvoa  baveeetebltshed. 
Yob  have  exercised  four  CoimiiMional  power 
aJreadfi  "ud  nothiog  remains  for  you  to  do  bat 
lo  make  tbe  aeeeaaary  ap^rapriatiooa.  ThePreal- 
dent  baa  power  to  execute  tfaelawa;  andif  ea- 
tkbliAtngpest  rMidi  aaibocizea  their  eoHtrvetioB, 
the  powM  and  tbe  doty  are  already  with  him. 

■Let  lu  see  what  wonld  be  the  eSact  of  a  power 
in  the  Oanaal  Oorerameat  to  coaalnut  poK 
roads.  The  States  have  theii  roBdkwej  they 
baee  laid  oat  the  roBdi,  eondemaed  and  paid  for 
(the  grooDd,  and  their  ootirtt  have  eatakliahed  Aa 
TOBda  I  aarreyora  and  laboeH*  have  been  appointed 
to  heq)  tbem  ia  repair.  The  agents  of  the  Preil- 
deat,  with  their  laboteia  and  a  coda  of  fodenl 
read  laws,  coaw  and  take  posaoHion  of  these  Btata 
road«i  what  beeomes  of  tbe  antborliy  of  the 
States  erer  their  roads?  Are  ifae  enrveyors  awl 
laboren  of  the  Btntes  diaobarged,  or  is  a  contast 
for  powers  to  sueeeed  1 

In  other  plaocs  tba  Stela*  bare  eetablisked 
tampiba  eompaaisa;  these  companies  have  cow 
Btraeted  mad*,  bailt  bridges,  aitd  eel  op  gaWe. 
Tbe  sgenie  at  the  PTeaideBi,  with  ibeir  laborM 
come  and  poyseai  tbemselresof  tbe  reads  bmI 
the  bridge*.  What' will  beoome  of.  the  righiaof 
thaoonpBDies?  WIU  they  be  at  an  end  1  Or 
will  they  reeeire  lolls,  while  the  Oenenl  Oee- 
eEBMOBt  bear*  the  expense  of  keeping  the  reade 
iBrnatrl 

WMierer  sohiiion  of  these  diScnltle*  may  be 
oflered,  it  seeBis  ebneoe  that  thete  will  be  swik 
a  eonflieiinc  of  jnrisdietioa  aad  of  iniaeesle.  suoh 
an  intarfbreaea  with  tbe  inMrnal  and  loeal  eoo- 
ceru  ef  the  Biatea,  as  the  people,  in  sdo^g  the 
OonsliaiiioB,  never  intended  to  pcodoee. 

The  lilect  eenmitlee  a«y,  thai  "  iha  Oenenl 
aavetmneBt"  have  power  lo  make  oUUtafy  roads  i 
aad  tbnafora  they  infor  that  Coogeeu  have  power 
to  aoBsBraot  roads  and  owula,  which  will  foeili- 
taes  mtliury  operatioits  It  does  not  follow,  that 
because  tbe  Freei 
the  powee*  oipreas , 

lal  power  to  make  nnliMry  It __ 

that  tknafore  Congress,  witbont  pewer  expeesaly 
gnuiad,  may  assume  power  to  make  oemiBMeiBl 
rowls  in  time  of  peace,  besauae  they  may  happen 
at  aocae  faure  time  to  fooilitate  roilimry  epara- 
cioM. 

The  President  is  commander-in-chief  of  the 
military  ftme ;  in  time  of  w«r  he  may  oonitract 
roads  for  the  march  of  troop*  aad  coDTeyance  of 
■teree;  and  he  may  dig  canal*  to  forward  Ms 
operation*  a*  did  CrmsBs,  CyruK  aad  lolian;  in 
doing  which,  I  e '  •^-  "- -" "' 


r  opetaiiOB*     ii  ooes  not  miww,  ibb* 

Freeident  ha*,  from  the  nanra  of 

npreesly  mnted  to  him,  an  iaoidcn- 

I  make  nnlitary  reads  ia  (IBM  of  war 


at  tie  u  nnder  M  obli>. 
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?itioii  to  uk  the  conaent  of  Ha;  oa«.  It  is  the 
cesideDt  who  makes  var.  Cangrett  declare  it, 
and  faTniih  him  with  the  meaDs;  but  the;  can- 
not direct  his  militarf  operation*.  Ar  he  eom- 
mands  the  armr  in  time  of  peace,  he  majr  em- 
I^of  Iha  soldien  on  fatigue  dntia ;  bat  if  he 
would  make  a  road  in  time  of  peace,  I  will  M17, 
ibat  he  man  obtain  the  consent  of  the  proprietors 
nt  the  soil.  The  State  Qorernments  bare  no 
authoritf  to  forbid  the  owners  of  the  soil  to  per* 
■bit  this ;  and  Caagress  bare  no  anlhoritr  to  pro- 
tect ihe  road  bf  penal  lawiL  or  to  wrest  from  the 
citizen  his  propertV' 
Hilltarr  roads  are  roads  made  bjrmilitarjr  m 


UfO 


ich  roads  to 


be  made,  when  necessar;  10  time  of  war,  affords 
no  fonndatioo  for  the  claim  of  power  on  the  part 
of  GbDgress  to  make  roads  and  canals.  The 
power  to  make  roitliarr  roads  is  an  fixeeutire 
and  military  power. 

It  is  said  br  the  select  committee  that  a  mili- 
tary road  has  been  made  in  the  Slate  of  New 
York  since  the  termination  of  the  late  war,  on- 
der  the  orders  of  the  President.  The  act  of  mak- 
ing a  military  road,  by  the  President,  witboot  the 
assent  of  any  one,  would  be  equivalent  to  an  as- 
Bortion  that  he  himself  possesses  the  power ;  and 
would  hare  00  tcndeocy  to  prove  that.Congress 
possess  soch  a  power^o  be  exercised  with  the 
assent  of  the  States.  The  precedent,  if  it  uists, 
proves,  if  ii  proves  ai^thiog,  that  Congress  hare 
not  Ihe  power;  but,!  hare  understood  that  no 
such  road  has  been  made  by  order  of  the  Preai- 
dent.  The  commander  of  the  Northern  army 
has  repaired  a  road. 

The  select  committee  seem  to  suppose  that  the 
asseoi  of  the  States  is  lo  enlarge  the  powers  of 
Congress,  and  to  aathori»  ihem  to  pass  laws  for 
COtutrHctiDg  roads  and  oanals,  and  for  keeping 
them  in  repair.  Such  assent,  in  the  form  of  an 
amendment  of  the  Consiltntion,  would  give  this 
power,  and  in  no  other  form  can  the  assent  of 
Ihe  Stale  Legislatnres  eonfer  this  power. 

It  it  a  faodamental  principle,  that  all  power 
is  derived  front  the  people.  To  Congress  the 
|Mople  hare  granted  certain  specified  legisla- 
tive powers;  and  the  people  of  each  Suie  nr"- 


nnied  to  ihe  legislature  thereof  certain  other 
...!  '-.'-.^  powers;  the  people  have  also  granted 
power  to  the  Stale  L^sUtnres  to  enlarge  the 


nanied 

iQlielatii 


towers  of  Congieee  in  a  wiienlar  way,  that  is, 
y  an  amendment  of  the  Conatitailon. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  no  Slate  Assembly 
can  dimiiush  the  power  of  their  successors,  They 
can  pass  no  irrepealable  laws.  If  the  coosent  of 
a  State  shall  be  given  by  law  in  one  year,  it  may 
be  withdrawn  in  the  next.  And  it  would  be  high- 
ly inexpedient  to  commence  an  extensive  system 
of  improvement,  with  power  held  by  so  precari- 
ous a  teaure. 

I  wonld  ask,  can  a  State  Legislature  transfer 
their  power  to  CoogressT  Can  the  Legislature  of 
Tiiglaia,  for  example,  transfer  iheir  tegislaiive 
power,  and  enable  Congreas  to  legislate  for  Vir- 
ginia, as  for  the  District  «rf' Columbia  1   Ceriainly 


they  cannot.  And  if  they  cannot  traasfer  tha 
whole  of  Iheii  legislative  power,  they  euiaet 
iransfnaparL  TheStateaindiridnallymaTecte 
territory  to  the  United  Slates,  bof  ther  cannot 
iadiridnally  cede  additional  power.  Socli  ad- 
ditional power  can  be  conferred  on  the  Oenttal 
Goretnment  only  by  an  amendment  of  the  Coa- 
stitntion. 

The  people  have  withheld  from  Consresi  the 
power  not  delegated  to  them.  If  a  power  wiib- 
beld  from  Congress  is  with  the  Slate  Legialntnr^ 
they  alone  may  exercise  il.  If  itiswith  the  peo- 
ple, it  cannot  be  exercised  by  any  JegislatiTe  body 
until  ther  shall  hare  granted  iL  Legislatira 
power,  wnen  granted,  is  not  tmnsfoable;  dot  caa 
It  be  exercised  by  substitute;  nor  in  aar  other 
manner  than  according  to  the  coostituttoa  grant- 

If  it  shall  be  held  that  a  Slate  may,  by  its  con- 
sent, increase  the  legislatire  power  of  Coogivma, 
it  may  hereafter  become  the  doty  olCongnts  to 
legislate  for  the  roads  in  one  Stale,  for  the  poor 
in  another,  and  for  the  administraiioa  <^  jostiee 
in  a  third.  And,  should  ihe  project  offered  hj  the 
select  committee  be  adopted,  we  may  be  making 
roads  and  canals  in  ten  of  the  State*,  while  the 
other  ten  may  reject  our  solicitation  of  additional 
powers  with  disdain.  And  would  not  the  law  be 
most  partial  and  anjast,  which  would  grant  large 
sums  lo  a  part  of  the  Siatse,  while  the  others  wer« 
reeeiring  nothing  1  Wonld  it  not  be  a  faighljr 
objectionable  state  of  things,  should  Congress  po«- 
sess  powers  in  some  of  the  States  that  Ccngnaa 
did  not  possess  in  them  all  J 

If  we  are  to  legislate  by  the  assent  of  the  States, 
the  assent  conferring  the  power  shonld  be  firat 
gireo  J  for,  if  we  hare  not  the  power  without  the 
assent  of  the  States,  as  the  assent  has  not  been 
giren,  we  bare  not  the  power. 

Congress  can  pas*  no  law  otherwise  than  in 
pursuance  of  the  Constitution.  If  an  act  of  Con- 
gress is  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  CoMtitntion, 
11  becomes  the  supreme  law  of  Ihe  land,  without 
the  asseni  of  any  Stale.  Then  an  act,  which  if 
not  a  law  without  the  assent  of  a  State,  can  aerer 
become  a  law,  for  it  cannot  hare  been  passed  in 
pursuance  of  the  Constitntion. 

A  power  has  been  granted  to  Congreaa  to  ex- 
ereise  lagisiaiioa  orei  places  purehaaed  by  con- 
sent of  Ihe  State  Legislature,  for  forts,  magaxiaM, 
dockyards,  uid  other  needful  buildings.  Thia 
specification  of  a  particular  case,  in  which  the 
assent  of  a  State  may  authorize  Coogrss  to 
legislate,  excludes  the  claim  of  power  to  Icgiatate 
by  the  consent  of  aBute  in  any  other  ease.  And 
in  that  case  the  consent  is  given  to  the  pnrehase, 
not  to  the  act  of  tegislatioii.  The  power  lo  legis- 
lata  is  granted  by  the  GonilituCion. 

By  requiring  the  eoaseoi  of  Ihe  States,  yon,  in 
effect,  acknowledge  thai  yon  do  not  poeeesa  power, 
by  the  Constitution,  to  make  roads  and  canals; 
and  I  think  I  have  shown  that  the  consent  of  the 
States  will  not  confer  iL  And  they  ought  not  to 
grant  their  consent ;  for,  as  in  forming  the  social 
compact,  the  iadividuals  should  retain  all  thtne 
rights  which  it  is  not  necessary  that  they  should 
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svugn  faT'lb«  good  of  tk«  whols,  lo  tbe  State 
gOTernmeDt  abootd  reiaio  til  thoM  power*  whicb 
ihey  can  uetciie  at  effieienlly  ai  the  General 
OorernmeDl;  and  w«  ooght  not  to  ask  theireon- 
«ent.  Shalt  we  pau  aeis  on  wbieh  Mcb  of  ibe 
Slates  will  bare  a  negali^  T  Shill  we  appro- 
priktfl  ■  fand  to  the  me  of  the.  State*  wbicb  not 
OD»  of  them  mif  accept  1 

The  select  commitiea  bare  not  uid  wholher 
the  Slate  courts  or  ibe  Federal  eoarta are  to  grant 
the  TiewB,  and  wriu  of  ad  quod  damnum,  and  to 
eatsblish  the  roadv.  The  bill  of  tbe  last  Muion 
■made  an  appropriation  for  loadi,  Ac.,  which  were 
to  be  detigiuted  br  the  eoncarreat  jarisdictian  of 


fond  shonld  b«  applied  to  make  a  road  from  Win- 
chester to  RiehmoDi) ;  ihoald  tbete  roade  be  taid 
to  be  of  general  concern,  or  to  proTide  for  tbe 
general  welfare? 
The  power  of  levfiog  money  is  eipressljr 
Tgranted  to  Congr«H;  and  the  object  is  declared 
to  be,  to  pay  tbe  debts,  and  proride  for  the  coto- 
mon  defence  and  general  welfare  cf  the  Doited 
Butes.  It  is  properly  sdmitled  hythe  select  eoro- 
ffiittee,  that  ihe  clause  grvnis  do  power  bai  to 
-----  money.    The  common  defence  and  oeaeiat 


,___   .__  irjr  laws  for  making  thi 

roads,  and  keepioc  them  id  repair?  If  we  oare 
ppwer.  let  ns  ask  the  content  of  no  one.  I  am  not 
at  all  disposed  to  appropriate  the  funds  of  tbe  na- 
tion to  execute  tbe  laWE  of  partionlsr  States,  I 
entirely  disapprore  of  Congress  ezecaiJDga  power 
by  penni«ioa  of  a  State  LegisUture. 

It  is  contended  by  tbe  select  commiltee  that, 
•vea  if  Congress  bare  no  power  to  construct 
roada  and  canals,  tbey  may,  notwithstanding,  gire 
money  id  aid  in  the  eonstmcting  of  roads  and 
canals  by  tbe  States;  that  there  is  a  distinction 
between  a  power  to  appropriate  money  for  a  par- 
poM,  and  a  power  to  do  the  act  for  which  tbe 
money  is  appropriated.  I  deny  to  Congress  the 
right  to  appropriate  one  shilling  of  the  money  of 
tbe  people,  except  for  the  purpose  of  executing 
ibeir  own  powers,  or  Ihe  powers  of  the  Qorern- 
ment,  or  the  powers  of  some  department  or  officer 
of  tbe  Gorernmenl ;  for,  no  money  can  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  except  in  consequence  of  ap- 
propriatioaj  made  by  law;  and  no  law  can  be 
passed,  except  such  as  is  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  execution  the  powers  granted  lo  Con- 
gress, those  vested  in  tbe  Qorernment  of  the 
United  State*,  or  in  some  department  or  officer 
thereof. 

When,  therefore,  a  question  arises,  whether 
Congress  may  appropriate  money  for  a  certain 
purpose  or  noij  the  answer  mnst  depend  on  that 
which  sbsll  first  l>e  giren  to  another  inquiry, 
whether  it  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carrring 
into  ezeeuiion  the  powers  of  Congress,  or  or  the 
QoreroEQeot  of  tbe  United  States,  or  of  some  de- 
partment or  officer  thereof;  and  if  il  is  not  thus 
necessary  and  proper,  CouffTess  cannot  pass  the 
law  to  make  the  appropriation. 

The  appropriation  of  money,  which  the  select 
committee  propose  to  make,  is  not  vt  appropria- 
tion of  money  for  the  general  welfare;  it  is  for 
tbe  improrement  of  partieolar  sections  of  coun- 
try. In  making  war,  maintaining  armies  and  na- 
Tiet,  regulating  commerce,  maintafning  a  judi- 
eiarj^,  and  so  on,  Ihe  whole  people  are  concerned ; 
but  it  is  not  so  as  Id  particular  roads  and  canals. 
And  as  roads  and  canals  are  of  local  coneera,  they 
ought  to  be  made  by  local  impositions.  Sappose 
that  a  law  should  pus  accoiding  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  Ibe  select  commitlee,  and  that,  in  Mary- 
land, Ihe  fond  should  be  applied  to  make  a  road 
from  Annapolis  to  this  city ;  thai,  in  Virginia,  the  1 


welfare  are  to  be  prorided  for,  by  expending  Ibe 
—oney  raised  in  the  exscBtion  of  th~  "'"    ~ 

s  expressly  granted. 

If  Congress  have  grealei  latitnde  i 


f  the  other  pow- 


money  raised  i 

iressly  granted. 

kiopess  have  grealei  latitnde  in  maklu 
appropriations  than  in  passing  other  law^  it  b 
not  givu  to  them  by  Ihe  Conalitation.  It  results 
from  the  cirenmstance  that  there  exists  no  check 
on  this  power  of  tbe  National  Legislature,  except 
solemn  promises  of  iis  members  to  support  the 
Constilnlion.  There  is  little  probability  of  a  ques- 
tion respecting  the  eonatitviionality  of  an  appro- 
prtalion  taw  being  brought  before  the  judiciary. 
And  as  there  isnoefficiest  eometire  of  the  powrc 
of  the  Legislature  to'pass  act*  of  appropriation, 
we  should  be  the  more  scrapvloiis  and  carefvl 
not  to  transcend  the  ConsiiiQlional  authority 
granted  to  ns  by  the  people. 

It  does  not  remove  tbe  objection  to  Ihi*  appro- 
iriation  that  all  the  States  may  share  therein. 
Ihould  that  equal  [wrticipation  be  considered  as 
remoring  the  objeotion,  then  we  may  make  a  like 
appropriaiion  to  defray  the  civil  list  of  each 
State. 

The  "  beneficent  effects"  of  the  propoeed  loeM- 
ure  are  aived  as  furoishing  an  argument  in  faror 
of  a  liberal  canstraetion,  that  i^  a  stretch  of  the 
Constitution.  But,  who  were  they  thai  erw 
seized  upon  power  not  granted  to  ihem,  and  did 
not  oBkt  the  same  argument  in  their  jostificatioa  t 
CoMar,  Cromwell,  and  Napoleon,  orerttiroed  tbe 
liberties,  and  seized  upon  the  whole  power  of 
their  respective  nations,  with  a  view  to  prodaee 
"bme&cial  effitcts,"  according  to  them.  The 
powers  of  Congress  should  not  be  extended  by 
consiruclioa,  in  any  cose.  Should  that  be  deoc. 
all  the  advantages  of  a  wrilten  conitiMtten  will 
be  tost.  Our  Consitluiion  will  be  no  better  tkau 
that  of  England,  where  the  rule  of  eoulraelioi 
is,  that  whaierer  baa  t>een  done  may  ba  done 
again.  Althoogh  ihe  select  commitlee  sa^  that 
Ibe  power  will  only  be  felt  in  "  the  bleMings  it 
confers ;"  yet  the  Coastitntlon  does  not  grant  to 
Congress  every  power  that  may  confer  bbssings. 
Every  nsnrpauon  is  daogeroos  in  its  tendency. 
Every  additional  power  tends  to  the  nggrandixe- 
ment  of  the  Qenenl  Government.  Every  snr- 
render  of  power  thai  the  Sutes  can  be  lured  to 

ske,  tends  lo  their  degradation. 

I  dislike  tbe  aspect  of  this  propoeition.  It  will 
operate  as  an  offer  of  money  in  exchange  for 
ower.  If  this  power  Is  to  be  asked  for,  let  the 
liate  Legislatures  decide  upon  the  expediency  of 
granting  ii,  before  yoa  place  within  their  reach 
a  aam  of  money,  upon  condition  that  they  will 
agree  to  give  you  up  this  power.    A  Slate  will 
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kttw  no  altariMtira  tat  t»  gnBt  the  cmseni  re- 
qnired,  or  sniMnitto  tfa«  greitnt  iajiiMi«. 

SnppoM  ttau  a  SttU  Lefiitatnre  thonld  refaae 
itaeonBeni,  not  cboosing  that  the  power  »f  th« 
Oennxl  O^Tarament  abutld  be  ex«t«d  ia  nak- 
ing  nada  wilbia  iti  tarriiotr;  what  will  be- 
■«B«e  of  it>  riiara  of  the  fond?  It  is  K>  be  with- 
facU.UdMrenaiiiwspendedaaalDreio  iDdiiee 
the  SiMe  Lifiilatan  to  lumDdei  their  Goaatt- 
toiional  powen.*  Meantftte  the  fnod  will  b«  in 
r  the  SisM,  Mid  daiW  aBgniaDtiw  i 
ir  later  the  latfanesi  of  the  ram  will 

Jl  laniida*;  th«  Slate  LsgialalMW 

will  accept  of  the  mooef,  for  Ok  bwmt  of  the 
fltate,  and  Hmnder  thtir  right*.  If  such  aea- 
aara  tn%  adopted,  yon  may  parcbai*  aiw  powar 
lAar  anotkar,  froaa  one  Alate  aftet  aMMtter,  Ulil 
tidi  aavernaent,  Lke  tlw  rod  of  Aar«D,  aball 
ten  awallawed  o^  all  the  itat, 

Thia  anropriaUMi  woald  b«  tmly  for  State 
Mid  kwaf  pwpoaea,  sad  coald  not  be  aud  to  W 
for  the  gaBflial  wcUare.    I  daoj  the   ri^ht  of 


*maag  the  atvenl  Slatca.    The  peofle  woold 


«hiidi  woidd  be  mail  bei^red  by  the  appropri- 
ation, are  thoae  which  woald  need  aMSsUaeein 
—  -•-'    J  ioMrnal  improfwiianta  ifaa  Icaat.    Mis- 


aWppi  a>d  Indiaaa'ara  the  Staiea  whow  wants 
BiMi  R4«lra  an  vxpenditore  of  thh  kind ;  and  in 
which  mnb  an  eMeadiluia  wonU  truly  nroaiote 
ite  geaaial  weUara;  u  erery  dollar  bid  oat 
WDuIn  prodnce  two  to  the  GoTernment,  in  the 
admneed  price  of  new  land*.  Wliere  the  pop- 
alation  is  daan,  and  the  eonairy  already  highly 
anpaond,  a  aiiMh  pnater  snn  wiU  be  allvwcd 
ta  a  t*T<en  coient  ^  oooatry,  than  will  be  tl- 
linna  to  a  iihe  aiteai,  where  die  popalatioa  ia 
aaane  aad  the  eonntrv  aniBwoved.  Tbat,  u> 
■am  exteanve  State  af  lltaiisnppi  na  will  give 
iahoald  y«^  baak  atock  prodiwe  rix  per  e«aL) 
iMManmnUy.aawtt  ~^--  ■'  "  '  " 
■ue  of  ailifletal  road. 
roreaient  of 
m  ridicaloaa. 
The  jilan  propoaod  ia  aetnally  iojarious  u  ibe 
ifM'm  utemtL  in  Ihia,  that  it  eon  lata  platea  the 
MapaovenMOb  heinc  made  wboUy  by  (he  pnUic 
■wMae}  wimeaa, whenroadaandcanalaaramade 
H  caiMiatiMii,  thefandaof  iadiridailianMi- 
pl07«d,  aad  tboie  who  oaa  ihA  improTement  par 
for  It.  Bxpetiaace  baa  prored  that  work*  «f  tbia 
landaae  moat  eeuiamioally  mad&  aad  beat  man- 
aged, by  aa»oiatioa>  of  iDdiridaaJi.  Bo  aoon  ai 
the  w^«  of  society  ahall  render  «wih  wocki 
pro6(ablc:  indiridnala  will  aaneiale,  unite  their. 
ataflk,and  conatract  the  woaki.  And  it  wonh] 
be  impolitic  to  invett  either  priraie  or  pnUic 
eapiial  in  them,  onlets  Wfaen  completea  ttiey 
would  piore  profitable.  The  Slate  Legislatarea 
will  be  the  beat  jndgei  when,  and  upon  what 
eoaditioni,  to  lanction   such  asaociaiioai ;  and 


their  kgal  saoction,  without  peeauaryaii,  will 
be  aaffieieaL  I  hnra  been  lald  tbat  ia  Hmw 
ebuvetla,  the  moat  highly  imptored  Blaie  ia  the 
Union,  not  a  dollar  has  been  given  by  the  Qaf- 
etnaient  towatds  makiof  iatcrnal  InproT«acDt& 
The  propositioD  Ik  either  naeless,  ^m  it  is  hat 
an  «ii(artnr  'tBtdgt.  Unless  a  Stele  ahall  he  al- 
lowed fonds  sufficient  to  make  fire  lailes  of  atti- 
Beial  toad  aninuJly  for  aaeh  RefweaaBtaiti*c  sbt 
baa  bete,  igietnal  improTcnent  will  ia  aonc  d 
the  fiiaieii  pny reaa  slowly.  To  make  tbai  Jai- 
proreoNBti  estioiatiu  the  expense  hj  ike  coat  of 
the  Cnmberiaad  road,  woatd  reqaire  an  aaraaal 
som  of  ttiae  or  ten  millioa*  of  ddlara.  Conse- 
qntntly  tlie  people  aie  to  be  aued  by  Congiew 
to  raise  the  money  to  make  local  improvmneata 
t«  he  designated  m  the  Slate' governments. 

In  that  event,  the  laveana  to  be  mined  hj  tht 
Geaeial  Qovernment  aintt  be  greatly  inrrraard: 
and  that  revcoae  being  raised  wheaevar  iaiercwl 

>  are  imifeotd,  by  ageaeral system, iesa  atfapt- 
._  _>  the  Nluatiod  of  the  faopJa  of  each  Stmte 
than  their  «wa  tevooae  laws,  will  ha  the  more 
«pHeaiive. 

The  apparent  advantage  held  en^  to  Ae  Stales 
is  ddiuive  i  for,  if  one  Bullion  tf  doUara  ahall  be 
dirated  frem  general  oae  to  the  intcvaal  im- 
proTcmeoi  of  a  State,  tbat  Stabs  must  repay  the 
money  ia  some  other  way  for  gaaeral  uae  t  per- 
haps by  a  direct  lax  at  the  commcaeemcot  of 
the  next  war.    It  ia  best  to  Imve  the  iaproT» 

Ls  to  be  made,  aad  the  mode  of  raising  thx 
money,  to  the  Staia  LegitlMorb 

A  proposition  has  been  offered  lo  the  House  br 
a  geoileawa  from  the  North,  for  dforiog  »ai 
— -'eriag  navigable  the  Tennewee  rivec.    Lak 

■e  wuat  effect  the  scheme  of  the  selcet  eotn- 
miUeemight  have  in  attainingtbatohteet.  Half 
a  auUion  would  perbaiM  ctfeet  it.  The  Aoab 
are  in  tbeAlabaaw  Territory ;  aome  ten  or  Jif^ 
teen  yeara  hence  that  Territory  will  become  a 
Slate,  and  be  eolitled  to  two  or  three  thoasaad 
dollars  anai)aU]r  from  the  prtMKMed  improvemesi 
fuad.  I  leave  it  to  yoa  to  cawulaie  wiUtia  what 
lime  tbat  faad  will  claar  and  reader  navifaUt 
the  Teniuaaec. 

With  respect  lo  the  pteeedenia  whieh  b*fc 
been  referred  to  by  theselaetcommtttaCf  toproft 
that  CoogroH  awy  nafce  the  appropriatiM^  be- 
eaiue  CoBBtess  have  made  other  appropriaiiensas 
Utile  auihoriied,  I  will  aoiiee  (hem  brieSy.  As  to 
the  appropriations  which  have  bera  made  bi  the 
liteary  and  aeimio  paintings,  I  will  teaiark,  tbat 
a  library  aad  fiunitote  for  their  halls  arc  "  na- 
oessaiy  and  poper"  to  enable  Coopress  to  l^ia- 
late  with  knowledge  and  convenieoce.  In  the 
selectioB  of  boobs  and  articles  of  fiirnilure,  we 
may  SKpect  a  difierence  of  opinion.  Bach  House 
ia  authorized  to  appotni  its  officers,  and  coase- 
qnently  have  a  right  to  determine  what  offiecis 
are  necessary  ;  there  are  some  who  suppose  ji 
chaolain  to  be  neceusty.  The  bouniies  grinted 
to  Gsbermen,  areauihotized  by  the  power  to  re^ 
ulate  commerce;  by  which  puwer,  without  i3- 
erenee  to  any  athtr.  Congress  might  impose  a 
duty  oa  every  article  imported,  and  gtant  a 
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booBlT  ^"^  ererf  aritel*  exported  &am  tke  Uni- 
ted States.  Tbe  establisbBteDt  of  ladian  tniio; 
houae*  is  sutborized  br  lb«  power  to  regolkie 
coBiBwrac  wilh  Ibe  lodi'iB  itibu.  Tbe  eraetioD 
of  beaoaat,  pnn,  and  light-boaHs,  ii  uitborixcd 
by  tiw  fowm  to  regolaie  aomnerce,  maiotain  « 
nftvy,  Kod  lo  eieel  all  ncadfoi  bniUinga.  Tbe 
sot  ([iring  mooer  to  the  people  of  Vaaezoda,  b 
■dmHted  to  be  nnoonatitDtional.  Tbe  aet  for 
ntakiDg  the  Cambcrland  road  U  abo  believed  to 
be  UDeoDstinilioDsl ;  that  fot  makiof  tbe  road 
frooa  NashTille  Co  Nalchei,  baTinz  beea  naiaed 
io  ponuance  of  a  ixeaty  made  vitn  the  Caieka- 
aaw  ladtMJBB,  iMf  not  m  liable  to  tke  eame  tA- 
jeetion^  Bat,  u  the  Uw  for  omUo^  tbe  Coat- 
beilimd  road  pawed  wlcbont  a  qaeatwa  haring 
been  mada  as  to  the  aatborll^  of  CongroH  to 
pass  itjtheOoDsttltilioiiklqaeeUoiireisaiuwida- 
cidcd.  Iiidsed,  Congreaa  seem  to  bare  been  md- 
aible  of  a  dcAaieBor  of  »owet,  wben  eiuietiDK 
ibat  tbo  Onmbcrlaoa  roaaaboofd  bemade.  Tbey 
Itave  paaaed  no  laws  for  tbe  protection  of  like 
read. 

The  diseeTefy  of  this  power  waa  late  in  mak- 
ing. Had  it  been  fhiily  dedaoiUe  hota  anf  ex- 
prcaagrant  of  pawn  contained  in  the  Conetiiu- 
tion,  I  shotdd  piesume  that  Patrick  Henrr, George 
fi6«0D,  John  Jay,  or  aome  other  of  the  illuirioiu 
men  who  oppoaed  or  TCCommaDdad  it*  adoption, 
woald  bave  diacoTsred  this  power,  and  menlion- 
cd  it  in  ibeir  a^ucoenta,  eiilMr  ti  an  objeciian  or 


Tbe  opiBions  of  Hr.  Madiatn  and  tbe  preiaDt 
Chief  Bftaaiatraie,  bare  been  most  deliberately 
formed  and  given,  cbat  CoAgTeaa  hare  not  ibis 
powa.  I  form  my  jai^raeal  by  that  of  no  man; 
bat  1  oonaider  the  opiniona  of  those  two  ganile- 
men  a*  entitled  to  panieniar  reaptct.  They  were 
both  laemhera  of  tbe  eonreatioa  who  framed  the 
Cooalitaiion,  and  of  a  eonreiiiion  who  adoptted 
adapted  it.  They  both  have  eipresaed  a  deaire 
(in  which  I  bgr  no  meaoa  coaenr)  that  Coogreai 
abould  obtain  thia  power.  But  they  both  dealare 
that  Coogrei*  doea  not  poaaera  the  power. 

In  oonatniin^  the  Conalitaiien,  it  is  maleriat  to 
ia>lttire,howdidthefiamar(tinderBtaDdil1  How 
did  thoM  who  adopted  the  Conatitntion  under- 
atandit?  How  did  the  people  ondeniaad  it  1  It 
may  be  eenOdeQtljr  aoawared,  that  they  oU  aader^ 
stood  the  power  to  make  and  to  take  care  of  (he 
roada  would  be  left  to  the  States.  AeoMding 
to  this  general  DDderxtindiaE,  the  Caoalilution 
ahonld  be  eooattned  and  administered. 

At  the  time  of  tbe  adoption  of  the  Conslitalion, 
Paltlek  Henry,  lameiiiing  the  degradation  of  the 
Slate  governmenta,  aaid  thai  do  power  would  be 
left  to  them  bni  to  take  care  of  the  bigbwari,  to 
take  care  of  the  poor,  and  so  Da,uid  ao  on.  Eiad 
he  lived  nniilihia  time,  he  would  havefoaad  that 
neither  of  tiiote  powers  are  to  be  left  to  (he  Stale 
governments.  Coogress  are  to  eonstrnct  the  high- 
wars  and  maintaiD  the  poor. 

My  colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, (Ur.  TcoEEa,)  hat  quoted  tbe  report  oa 
latemil  improvement,  made  by  Ur.  Ctallaiin 
while  he  waa  SeeteUry  of  the  Treararjr,  to  prove 


ibat  thia  Qovetoment  may 

of  the  State*, 
the  opittian  of  the  feDtlemaa  himself  is  any  ttt- 
thoritf ,  althoogh  espreaaed  after  having  refiecttd 
a  year  upon  the  aubjeet,  I  eaonot  admit  (hat  Ae 
opiniea  of  Ur.  aaUaiia,g;iTen  witlunu  diaoaeeion 
oi  coaaideraiioa  of  the  objeetions  made  to  ihe  se- 
ecBlion  of  power  by  soeh  asaent,  is  aKtboriir. 
And  as  Mr.  Qallatin  can  with  faei I ityaooom no- 
date  hia  opinion  to  tbe  sitoation  in  which  hefinds 
himself  at  any  time  placed,  his  opinion  has  with 

e  the  lees  weight. 

Uf  coUeague  obiecred  that  the  projected  Use 
of  ittlenal  navigation  coastwise,  eaanot  be  oom- 
pleted  witboQt  the  e^rdta  of  this  power  by  Cea- 
pen,   beeanse  the  Oonstitution  prohibits  «n>- 

r:taamOBathe  StMM.  Bat jnch compaeta  ataf 
enured  into  by  the  Btates,  with  the  assent  of 
Coofiesa;  and  that  aMCDt  will  never  fat  wiiUmU 
when  the  olqeat  of  the  eonpaet  ii  truly  hsaeS- 
eiaL  And  itis  bf  ao  means  sufficient  for  ihoae 
who  aoppert  thia  claim  of  power,  to  prove  that 


powa:  might  be  msed  bencfioiallr  by  Cea- 
it  IB  neeaasary  to  pron    '    "  " 
aetnally  posseH  this  power. 


loDgresado 
d  that  the 


Slates  want  lesoutoas.  But  turcly  tbereare  none 
of  the  States  that  eoald  not  eonvenieatly  lataa 
reaonroea  equal  to  their  jnoportion  of  the  bank 
fond.  The  State  of  Virginia  has  devoted  a  eon- 
siderable  capiMl  to  the  pnrpoae  of  aiding  aiaoeia- 
lions  of  individuals  for  the  purpose  oi  making 
roads  and  canals.  I  hare  shown  that  the  States 
will  gain  nothing  io  tbe  end  by  the  aehene  pto- 
poaed.  A  sam  from  tbe  pabUc  Treaanry  will  be 
disbarted  in  making  improrementa  within  their 
jnriadiction  in  time  of  peaoe,  whioh  they  will  be 
compelled  to  restore  br  tazet  laid  in  time  of  war. 
The  gentUmao  from  Virginia  (Ur.  Tnoxaa) 
told  m  that,  vnlesB  we  adopt  the  sebene  prt^Msad, 
we  can  make  no  ate  of  onr  sarpbis  revenne. 
This  is  not  ihs  first  time  that  we  have  heard  aa 
anxieir  expraaaad  at  to  the  mode  of  diapoeiog  of 
our  surplus  revenue.  I  appreh^ri  no  cmweca 
aeed  be  felt  respecting  that  subjeei.  Lat  ii  be 
lecolleeted  that  we  have  had  but  oneadmiaitin- 
tioD  that  diminiahed  tbe  national  debt.  Our  •>- 
penaee  have  ineieaaed  with  our  retaurcea,  and 
will  ooniinne  to  ioe^ease.  The  national  debt 
waa  ai^menled  during  the  admin istratioa  at  Ur. 
Adams,  aad  macb  more  considerably  during  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Madison.  I  will  aiigffsat 
to  JOB  in  what  way  fon  will  dispose  of  yaar  s«- 
plos  revenae  br  some  time  to  eome.  Yon  oan 
diipoae  of  one  hnodred  milliona  in  pefiag  J»ut 
debt ;  another  one  haadted  millions  will  eomplese 

Soar  fleet,  naral  depots,  aad  docks;  aoelher  one 
UDdred  millions  will  bnild  yovr  fortiicationa, 
and  provide  yonr  arsenals ;  and  flfif  millions  will 
proride  and  equip  your  militia  to  take  the  Beld. 

When  rou  bare  doae  these  ihinga,  you  may 
repeal  a  part  of  the  Impoics.  Would  not  the 
gentleman  be  pleased  to  aea  agriculture  relieved 
from  (he  heavy  taxes  the  now  pays  in  duties  on 
imports,  for  the  benefit  of  maanfaotores  1  Is  it 
not  desirable  that  those  taxes  which  fall  prinei- 
pally  on  Ihe  poor  and  middling  classes  of  sooiqty 
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•bonld  be  rtpmled  1  Bboald  jroar  Treasair  lull 
overflow,  yon  may  labscribc  far  or  parehue  ibe 
stock  of  Intnpike,  canal,  md  rirei  Dariptioo 
compiDies;  and  Ifaoa  forin  a  fund,  to  Temain  nn- 
touened  nnlil  win  ahall  make  it  necenarr  to  con- 
Tcrt  the  stock  inlo  moQey.  Ydq  will  thoBgire 
encoaragement  lo  tnterDal  improTemanl,  bv  a 
fiical  operation,  to  which  there  can  be  do  Cod- 
•tflotional  objection,  and  yon  will  have  ibe  means 
ofcommeDciagwarwilhsQceeu,  without  baviog 
your  credit  deprecied,  and  being  compelled  to 
Dorrow  money  at  an  exotbilant  ptemiam. 

The  select  oommiuee  hare  very  often  repealed 
in  ibeir  report,  that  the  atsent  of  the  States  is 
necessary  to  confer  this  power  to  make  roads  and 
eanalson  Congress.  The  Slate  Legidatorea  hare 
felt  DO  alarm  }  they  have  not  saspeeied  that  the 
rights  of  Ibe  States  were  to  be  invaded.  On  yes- 
tardaf  several  distinguished  members  of  the 
Honse  meotioDid  that  Congren  posaesa  power, 
wiUiout  Ibe  conieot  of  the  Slatea,  to  malte  roads 
■Dd  canals.  Ttius  it  Geentu  we  are  to  purcbafe 
the  power  from  the  States  who  will  sell  it,  and 
from  the  residue  we  are  to  take  it  by  force.  I 
warn  the  Btate^overnmenutobeon  their  guard; 
I  eaU  OD  the  friends  of  Slate  right*  to  make  a 
aland  against  measures,  the  effect  of  which  is  to 
be,  to  lore  the  great  Slates  to  grant  their  consent, 
and  tben  to  wrest  from  the  weaker  States  their 
rights  by  the  alrons  hand  of  power. 

Mr.  Babboob,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  having  on 
yesterday  intimated  bis  intention  of  taking  pari 
u  this  debate,  he  now  rose  for  the  parpose  of  ex- 
pressing bis  ideas  upon  the  Eobjeci.  The  first 
thing  which  he  considered  it  necessary  lo  do,  was 
to  clear  the  way  for  the  discussion ;  to  disembar- 
rass it  of  sll  extraoeoos  matter,  and  to  call  the 
allenlion  of  the  Commiilee  to  the  question  before 
them.  A  great  deal  bad  been  said  as  to  the  va- 
rious and  important  advantages  derivable  from  a 
aysiem  of  internsl  improvement ;  we  have  been 
told  that  nature  had  done  much  for  the  United 
States;  and  that  with  the  aid  which  might,  by 
roads  and  canals,  be  given  to  our  natural  adraoh- 
tages,  not  only  individual  prosperity,  but  public 
•onvenielice  and  economy  wonld  be  greaily  pro- 
moted. He  should  not  deny  thai  the  improve- 
ment of  the  country  was  a  desirable  object;  but, 
if  the  position  which  he  should  attempt  to  main- 
tain were  correct,  that  is,  that  this  system  was 
not  wiihio  the  Constltnuonal  powers  of  Con- 
fess, then  all  reasoning  of  this  sort  was  wholly 
inapplicable.  It  wonld  be  properly  addressed  to 
ns^  if  we  were  now  diBcasaing  an  amendment  lo 
the  CoDslitutioD,  which  bad  for  its  object  the 
giving  the  proposed  power  to  the  Federal  Qcv- 
emmeol ;  whenever  that  question  shall  be  pre- 
sented, ii  will  behoove  Us  to  consider  it  with  the 
greatest  attention,  and  to  decide  it  with  the  ni- 
mo«l  deliberation;  for,  however  desirable  the  ob- 
ject was,  be  thought  it  a  matter  of  very  serious 
doabt  whether  the  power  to  accomplish  it  ought 
lo  be  taken  from  tbe  individual  States  and  given 
.  to  the  United  States  ;  he  Iboughl  we  could  not 
nse  a  caution  too  guarded,  when  we  were  called 
upon  lb  disturb  that  politicat  balance  which  out 


ancestors  had  settled  between  tbe  sereialgnera* 
meats  of  this  country. 

The  great  desiderainm  vriuch  the  coDveniMo 
had  in  view,  was  to  devise  a  scheme  of  gorera- 
ment  which  should  combine  the  sreatest  practi- 
cable individual  happiness  and  liberty  with  the 
necessary  deeree  of  natioosl  Etreogth;  they  wtit 
deeply  versed  in  the  history  of  other  tiroes  ill 
Governmenis  as  well  as  their  own;  they  bil 
thence  learned  to  know,  that,  whilst  on  the  ok 
hand,  a  single  Government,  embracing  a  Urn 
extent  of  territory,  was  incompnttble  with  t&t 
freedom  of  tbe  citizen ;  on  Ibe  other,  an  assoen- 
lion  of  independent  States,  bouHd  together  by 
nothing  but  the  loose  band  of  a  mere  eonfedeney, 
was  like  a  tope  of  Bsnd|  and  eonsUtotlf  in  danger 
of  falling  to  pieces  by  lis  own  weakness.  Their 
wisdom  and  experience  prodaced  the  Conalitn- 
tion  under  which  we  live  as  tbe  beat  system  bf 
which  lo  effect  these  two  gr^t  objects.  To  the 
Federal  CkiTcrnment  it  had  given  powers  few 
and  defined,  such  as  war,  peace,  negotiation,  ^., 
which  called  either  for  the  strength  of  the  na- 
tional arm,  or  the  union  of  the  national  will. 
With  the  State  governments,  it  had  lefi  all  the 
renuining  powers  which  constitaie  soverei^ty; 
all  those  wnich  relate  to  the  lives  and  libertteiai 
the  people,  and  to  the  inierDai  improvemeoL 
order,  and  prosperity  of  the  Slate.  He  belierea 
he  had  qnoted,  if  not  the  words,  at  least  the  sub- 
stance of  the  Federalist,  No.  45,  in  relation  to  this 
subject.  He  repealed,  then,  that  he  sboold,  at  all 
times,  with  the  Kreatest  caution,  attempt  (o  dis- 
turb this  political  balance;  his  rear  was,  that  bf 
coDiinued  diminutions  of  Slate  powers,  they 
would  uliimaiely  become  so  inconiiderable  in 
political  importance,  compared  with  the  General 
Government,  as  to  furnish  from  that  very  cir- 
comsiance  a  strong  argument  for  one  natiOQil 
consolidated  Government.  Under  the  inflaeace 
of  these  considerations,  he  doubted  extremely 
whether  he  would  give  the  power,  if  we  weif 
now  ctdled  upon  to  decide  that  qaeation ;  nay,  bt 
was  inclined  to  believe  that  he  would  noL  Bat 
we  are  not  now  about  to  make  a  constiimiOB,  bit 
to  exponnd  one;  tbe  question,  therefore,  iiiSM 
wtiat  power  ought  to  be  given  to  ns,  but  n'Oi 
has  been  given  to  as.  It  would  be  his  endetrin 
lo  show,  that  the  Coniiituiion  of  the  UsiUJ 
States  had  not  given  to  Congress  the  power  of 
making  iaternel  improvements  in  the  Mrcial 
Sutes. 

With  a  view  lo  proceed  with  souetkisg  like 
system,  be  would  lake  up  the  subject  in  the  order 
in  which  it  was  diacnssed  in  the  report.  It  had 
admitted  this  principle,  to  wit,  that,  to  sastsii 
the  power,  it  must  be  shown,  either  that  il  wx 
expressly  granted,  or  that  il  was  bolh  necesnty 
and  proper,  as  an  iikcideni  to  the  execntioa  « 
some  power  which  was  expressly  granted.  1° 
further  pursuance^  then,  of  the  order  of  the  report 
and  takiDg  the  principle  which  itself  had  admit- 
ted, he  would  endeavor  to  show  that  we  were  not 
authorized  to  consirnct  either  post  roads  or  inili- 
ury  roads,  or  to  dig  canala,  either  by  any  power 
exprettdy  granted  or  propeny  to  be  inferred. 
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Fint,  tben,  m  to  poit  rokdi,  and  u  to  the  n- 
pKM  poveT  to  coDatTuet  ifaeai,  the  text  of  the 
CoDEiiiatioD  WEB  short;  it  waa  in  these  vorda: 
"  CoDgresa  (hall  have  power  to  estaUith  post 
offieea  and  poet  roads."  The  adrooaies  of  the 
molationa  saf,  that  iha  power  to  establish 
thorizes  tbem  to  eonitnict.  We  187,  that  it  girei 
US'  pywei  to  desi^ate  what  toads  shall  be  mail 
roads,  aad  the  right  of  pasiaxe  or  way  along 
them,  when  so  designated.  His  colleagne  who 
preceded  him  to-dajr  bod  gone  at  length  into  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "  establiah,"  in  itself,  and  ai 
derired  from  rarioits  other  parts  of  the  Gonititu* 
tioD.  He  should  ofler  to  the  Commlltee  some 
other  views  npoo  ihe  sDbjeei.  He  leid  he  ut- 
~~7)f  denied,  for  his  own  part,  any  aathorltf  to 


legislative  eoaatractioo ;  but  as  it  wu  grcatljr 
relied  npoo  in  the  report,  and  in  argament  also, 
and  as  p«rbape  the  Committee  might  be,  in  some 
degree,  inflnenced  bf  it,  he  woald  bq  leave  10 
■bow  what  had  bean  the  legislative  eonstmetion 
nptm  this  verj  qaestion.  merely  as  an  of&tX  to 
the  iDataoeea  cited  on  ine  other  side.  As  earl; 
as  Febrnarjr,  1798,  Congren  paned  an  act,  Ihe 
titlfl  of  which  was  "  to  eslaUisb  post  offices  and 
poet  roads."  The  first  section  of  this  aet  estab- 
lished man;  roads  as  post  roads.  It  was  eon- 
tinned,  emeDded,  and  flDallr  repeated,  by  a  series 
of  acts,  from  179S  to  1810;  all  of  which  have  the 
same  title  and  ibe  same  provisiooi,  declaring  cer- 
tain roads  to  be  poet  roads;  from  all  of  wbieh  it 
is  moat  manifest,  that  the  Legislature  snppoeed 
tber  had  established  post  roads  in  the  sense  of 
the  GonslitutioD,  when  ther  declared  eeriain 
roads,  then  in  exiitenoe,  to  be  pwst  roads,  and  de- 
sigBBted  ibe  roqtea  atons  which  tfaey  were  to 
pass.  As  a  farther  proof  npon  this  sabject,  the 
stainte  book  contained  manf  acts,  passed  at  va- 
rioos  times  daring  a  period  of  more  than  iweoi; 
rears,  discontinnmg  ecrtaia  post  roads.  No  gen- 
tleman wonld  nndenake  to  sar,  thai  these  went 
farther  than  to  deelare  that  tbey  were  no  longer 
post  roads;  in  the  States,  on  the  oontrarr,  when 
roads  were  diseoa tinned,  thef  were  aeioally  shnt 
up.  The  oivnment  then  stood  thus :  as,  in  Stales, 
diaeon  tin  Bed  roads  were  actoally  shvt,  and  as  \tj 


he  oppt 
bf  Uoi 


the  laws  of  Congren  ihev  only  ecosed 
toads,  tbe  diseantinaing  bjr  States  was  t 
site  of  constructing,  the  discoaiinDiDg 
gress  was  the  opposite  of  deckrlDg  tnem  to  be 
post  toads.  Bat  he  wonld  ^o  yet  a  step  further, 
and  show  to  gentlemen  n  legislative  constractlon, 
Ihe  anlbortly  of  which,  he  was  sure,  they  them- 
selves would  not  submit  to.  One  of  the  sections 
of  the  net  of  ISlOprovidea,  that,  when  loads  shall 
be  obstmeled  by  gates  or  feneea,  or  be  otit  of  re- 
pair for  want  of  bridges  or  fences,  the  Postmas- 
'—  Oenernl  shall  report  tbe  same,  that  Coajgresi 


r  the  SI 


a  di- 


rection. From  ibis  it  would  seem  that  CoagrcM 
considered  that  ihey  not  only  had  not  power  to 
eoBStroet  post  roada,  bot  that  even  after  an  exist- 
ing road  was  established  as  such,  if  it  were  ob- 
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eonatmctioD,  which  he  ibonght  woold  more  than 
balance  the  accotinl  on  the  other  aide,  he  wonld 
now  repeat,  that,  in  his  opiolcn,  it  ooght  not  to 
iafluenee  the  Commiliee  either  way;  and  he 
wonld,  therefore,  proceed  to  refer  the  CommiUee,  . 
in  support  of  bis  opinion,  to  what  be  considerra 
better  anthority.  In  tbe  first  place,  then,  it  was 
material  to  carry  onr  recollection  back  to  the 
history  of  the  times  when  tbe  Constitniion  was 
adopted;  the  country  was  not  then  new,  bnt  on 
tbe  contrary,  it  had  long  been  settled,  andj  as  may 
be  fairly  [resumed,  baiTBll  those  roods  wnicb  the 
necessity  or  eonrenienee  of  the  people  required; 
it  was  alio  fairly  to   be  presumed,  tbat  Ihe  State 

Cerameots  which  then  were,  and  long  had 
n,  in  existence,  and  which  were  abtmdaDtly 
competent  to  ibe  purpose,  wonld  coniloae  to 
make  such  roads  as  tbe  increasing  aaceasity  ot 
eoDvenienee  of  tbe  people  might  require.  Let' 
it  he  remembered  that  they  were  to  be  post  roads: 
no  portion  of  the  country  can  requite  a  post  rood 
until  it  ihall  have  been  ptevioasly  settled,  and 
until  there  shall  bave  arisen  an  intereoatee  of 
some  kind  between  its  differeat  poinu;  the  aame 
circnmatances,  then,  which  would  require  a  mail 
road,  wonld  have  previously  required,  la  tbe  na- 
ture of  things,  a  road  for  other  purposes.  A 
strong  argument,  too.  be  thought,  was  derivable 
from  tbe  practice  of  Enrope,  with  which  the 
ftamers  of  the  Constitution  mnai  be  supposed  to 
have  been  iatimatdyaeqaainted.  Upou  looking 
into  the  books  upon  public  law.  and  particidarly 
Marleng,  it  woald  be  found  inat  the  difftrsnt 
States  of  Europe  bad  established  posts,  end,  for 
their  mutual  convenience,  had  combined  them 
upon  their  fronliets,  and  bad,  by  common  con- 
sent, and  sometimes  by  treaty,  a  list  of  which 
would  be  seen  in  Ihe  book  jost  referred  to.  stipti- 
laled  a  free  passage  far  ibe  posts  through  their 
respective  territories.  It  seemed  to  him,  then, 
probable  tbat  tbe  Consiiiulion  inteuded  nothing 
more  by  this  proviaioo  than  to  enable  Congren 
to  do.  by  law,  without  coasnitiog  the  States,  thai 
which  be  bad  shown  bad  long  been  done  la 
Europe,eitherbyaeqaieseeaceor  by  treaty  sUpn- 
laiion;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the  roods 
were  already  iu  being,  all  the  power  which  it  was 

isary  to  give,  waa  that  of  deoignniing  tbe 

routes  through  the  country,  thai  thereby 
:  might  be  nmt*  of  destn,  and  eootiDuin  ia 
the  line  of  mails.  As  a  siilf  further  pro^  oithe 
pronriety  of  his  coastruction,  he  referred  to  the 
Jnaarali*t,  number  i3,  where  it  would  be  seen 
that  this  subject  was  disposed  of  in  a  single  pan- 
graph,  declaring  it  to  be  such  a  harmleas  power, 
■snot  lo  require  further  comment;  upon  this  con- 
struction, it  was  a  harmless  power,  but  it  would 
be  far  otherwise  if  it  had  been  contemplated  to 
be  ae  extensive  in  its  operation  as  is  now  eoik- 
tended  for;  for  it  is  said  (bat  we  have  a  right  to 
cut  roads  wheresoever  we  may  think  proper, 
throt^h  the  United  States,  and  to  use  timbar, 
stone,  and  every  other  material  necessary  for  their 
construction.  If  this  be  the  case,  there  is  nothing 
lo  prevent  us  from  pursuing  what  we  consider 
the  most  judicious  plan;  we  may,  ibarefore,  Inrn- 
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pike  (beB,  iDd  An  that  parpoae  roajr  ineoritoni* 
acompaay.  Sof^ae  a  Slate  legisliiure  to  in- 
Mrporatfl  a  eompanr  ai  tha  Mine  time,  and  ftx 
t^e  DDTpoac  of  turopiking  (he  Mme  road,  he 
.ibowd  like  to  belt  gtaiitcaen  My  which  goTera- 
mcni  would  prerair  ia  thli  coIIimod;  but.  in  ia- 
aorparatiDg  ■  eompanf,  we  may  fix  the  toll  to  be 
denaaded ;  we  may  iofliet  .paoaliiea  for  not  pay- 
ing it,  aad  VB  may  preieribe  whit  carriages  thall 
be  pormilled  to  paw  upon  it,  ai,  for  example, 
BMM  bat  ihoM  of  the  woad-wheei  kiod.  If  wa 
aw  do  ail  ihi^  we  mnat  hare  right  of  joriedietieo, 
•nd  lene  right  of  property  iii  the  soil  too;  for  we 
oaaaat  preictibe  toll,  dbe^  without  ri^bt  of  jaris- 
dielioB,  aod  we  eaaoot  lake  ibe  lusbcr,  aod 
other  material!  ii««eamry  for  the  construction  of 
the  road*  wiihoot  tome  right  of  property  in  the 
sail.    N«w  he  had  alwayi  tkoagW  ibai, 


Staiea  peeeeeeed  both  those  rigbti  at  the  Mlopiisa 
of  ike  Coaditaiion,  iher  atill  retained  them,  un- 
1(M  ibcy  had  tfaaeferred  them.    Have  they  done 


•ol  Let  Ibe  U«t  elaoae  bat  oim  of  the  8ih  aco' 
tton  «f  the  let  article  answer  the  qaeetien.  In 
tiuU  elante  CoayreH  are  expreitly  aniborixed  to 
dwtiw  jutiadictMB  from  the  Biaiu,  ofet  each 
didiwt  Dot  cxewdiag  lea  mile*  iqaare,  ee,  by  the 
oouion  of  partieolarBiaiei  and  their  aec 
aiuHiU  becoDM  the  etat  of  the  Fedraal 
■aeati  awl  boib  juritdietioD  and  right  of  eoil  oTei 
aacb  place*  ai  ihoutd  be  mrcbaeed  with  the 
^aacnt  «f  tbe  legiitatnres  of  the  Slalee,  for  the 
ercolia»  of  forie,  anenais^  nagaziaee,  dock  yard*, 
Md  other  aeedfol  boUdrngs,  It  seenied  to  bim 
impocaible  to  conceire  that  the  framtte  of  the 
CowtitutioQ  could  haTc  thought  ii  Deccssary  to 
iniatl  a  dtstioct  and  inbBtantire  power  to  pur- 
ohatc  *ucb  Jncoaaiderable  epol*  aa  tbeie,  an  acre 
of  land,  for  example,  and  «i  the  nme  time  intend 
to  aonvey,  by  implieation.  the  right  to  oeiuirvet 
roade  throughoBt  the  wools  country,  with  the 
OOBeefaeat  right  to  nie  timber,  &&,  and  to  eier- 
oiec  jnriidiction  over  them.  Gentlemen  bad  lajd, 
naleM  Coagreu  had  the  power  which  ibey  ooD' 


ihnnliea.  That  CMeeqnenee  did  not  at  all  foUoi. 
from  hie  pMilioDj  fM  he  had  admitted  that  we 
had  «  night,  bj  the  Couiiiiuion,  ta  the  uie  of  tbe 
road^  or  a  right  of  way ;  wheaever,  therefore, 
«a  bad  bv  law  dacUred  a  partieular  road  to  be  a 
mail  tou,  we  had,  natil  ibe  law  wa*  repealed, 
BMch  U  intereat  in  the  use  of  it,  a*  that  it  wae 
not  eompeteu  for  the  State  aalhorilie*  to  oh- 
stnHlit. 

If  he  were  right,  in  hia  idea.  ■■  to  the  k 

of  tbe  power  expreidy  granted  in  relation  to  poet 


roade,  it  wonld  require  but  little  ai 

Sove  that  a  power  to  eoaslroct  eOL__  _._  __ 
rired  ai  an  incidenr,  for  It  wai  a  conttadietton 


ia  terma;  it  was  a  Mieciem  in  language  to  say, 
that  the  iocidenlal  power  coold  be  gieaier  than 
tha  principal  ooe.  The  principal  power  pointed 
oBl  the  end  to  be  effected,  and  tbe  incidental  one 
wa*  only  the  meaoe  to  aiiain  that  end.  Bat  he 
had  ehown,  a*  be  hoped,  that  the  object  to  be 
effiHHd  was  aolf  the  deeignatioa  of  the  maQ 


route,  and,  theieEotet  bo  power  conld  vxteni  fvr- 
Iher,  which  iaclttdad  only  the  moana  of  eSeei- 
iog  It. 
He  cams  next,  ia  tbe  order  of  the  dnensHoo, 
miliiary  roads ;  a*  it  respeoti  ihoe,  it  is  mat 
pieteaded  that  there  U  anything  like  an  czptai 
grant  in  tite  Cooslitmtioit  ofa  power  to  ctMetnei 
ibem ;  tbe  ad*oeaies  of  the  reeolntioM  thcK. 
mut  defive  tbi*  power,  if  it  exist  at  lUI,  by  im- 
plieation. They  bad  referred  it  a*  aa  iaeidefltd 
power  to  tbe  aaifaority  girea  by  the  Coostiiaiieh 
to  declare  war,  and  la  raise  and  sHpfwet  mrmm. 
With  a  view  t»  explaia  fcia  ideae  «p«ni  ifaiasak- 
jecl,  it  woiUd  be  aeeesaary  here,  to  go  ibio  tamt 
^oeral  remarks  upoa  tbe  nature  ef  implied  «c 
iDcidenial  powers.  He  wonld  attempt  to  lay 
down  what  be  considered  a  eonaet  piiKifl^ 
which  was,  that  m  jutiff  a  power,  ^  an  inci- 
dent to  some  other,  il  mnst  hava  a  Mtaral,  direei, 
and  obTionsrelatiaa  to  thepriaeipal  power.  Be 
belieTcd  be  eonld  illasirMe  his  meaning  soae 
clearly  by  an  example ;  he  wonld,  therebec,  stmie 
a  case  sbich  he  bad  nHBlioned  ia  debaia  dori^ 
the  lau  aemiOB.  TbaCoBStilutiengiMsaspawse 
to  lay  aad  eoUeci  taxaa ;  a  necneary  ioeideat  to 
tha  aUaiamuu  of  lUa  end,  was  the  apaointmat 
of  eolleclora.  Ha  wudd  not  say  that  iLia  exam- 
ple famished  the  precioe  limit  m  ibe  «aentefia- 
cidenml  powers,  becaoM  neitber  the  aeieace  at 
moral*  nor  of  potitiet,  in  their  natnre,  admitted 
of  Ibe  preciiioB  wbieb  bdoagrd  lo  matbemiaiics. 
bni  it  lurnished  a  pretty  goed  ezemplifiaatiom  of 
bis  idea.  If  )roii  adopt  the  prmu'ple^  thai  erarr- 
ibiag  fall*  withia  the  pale  of  ioetdenttl  powen^ 
which  remoiriyeondocesiotbctttaiameBtafany 
EpeciBed  object,  if  yon  panne  tbe  long  BbKiii  oC 
oonnexbn  belween  end  iAdmeaBa,tDtbc«xu«iDat 
link  to  which  that  chain  exieads,  yon  go  beyosd 
the  range  of  necessary  aod  proper  laws ;  you  rf- 
fectually  break  down  all  tbe  banieis  of  ih«  Coo- 
B(iintion,and  remove  ererylimitatiaa  inUnded  I* 
be  imposed  upon  ns.  Let  ni  eae  to  what  pcsal 
this  doetrioa  woald  lead  na.  The  Conatitstin 
sire*  us  power  to  provide  nad  maintain  a  mrj. 
Ship  building  requires  a  particular  kind  of  timber, 
lire  oak  for  example;  itibete  be  bnt  ■  snail  por- 
tion  of  out  cotuury  wbieb  prodoce  it,  efaail  «c  be 
at  liberty  to  aeod  oar  agents  imth,  to  eat  it  daaa, 
witbooi  consultiog  the  owners)  If  no,  can  wa 
f[o  a  step  fariiiw  and  seize  tbe  land  a  pan  wbieb 
iigrows,wiihaTiewtBiiapre*erTatianI  Tbeaa 
would  omduce  |«  the  maiataaanee  of  oar  aavy. 
Let  as  now  for  a  bummbi,  turn  oar  atUBiioo  le 
what  would  aid  us  in  raiaiag  an  affieicBt  arof. 
It  ia  a  very  ccMBmon  opiaion  that  early  edtuatka 
ia  the  most  eSectnal  mode  of  aoaairiag  ptopa 
habiu  of  diaeiptine  and  military  kuowJcdge  in 
general.  Have  we  a  right  lo  eatablish  primary 
schools  ihroughost  the  United   States,  for  the 

Kurpose  of  accompliibing  this  object  1  If  we 
ive,  we  must  hare  houses,  and  Bouses  reqnire 
limber  for  ibcir  eonstrueiion  and  soil  for  ibcir 
foundation;  have  weatight  to  scixe  all  these 
thiogs  1  Can  wa,  after  the  manner  af  the  Spar- 
tans, lake  ibe  children  of  tbe  country  from  theii 
{oreut*,  at  an  eariy  age,  clainiBg  them  to  be  Ibe 
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_._  ■  eoaneof  niliuiT  ado««iioo1  _. 
not  do  all  tbwe  thinp,  tben  wa  eannct,  ualer  lh« 
n«mc  of  fta  iaeiilMlal  pomr,  do  wbwonr  will 
remowljr  omd«e«  la  th«  attaionMM  of  sn  objwt 
irhioli  it  naiiud.  We  moit  adopt  uano  oikvr 
rule,  mad  M  koaw  of  De««  better  ihu  Utt  one 
irhieb  1m  bed  mMmI,  that  the  iaeidoDt  MWt  have  ■ 
natunl,  direct,  and  obvions  relation  to  the  priaei- 
pal.  Tbe  poww  to  constrnot  roadi,  baa  ao  meh 
■aeaMTy  cMmenoa  wiib  tb«  powan  9[  dealar- 
ing  war,  asd  railing  and  Mpportlag  armiee.  It 
is  aaid,  bowavtr,  that  for  ika  want  of  than,  raat 
injiirr  waa  HMtaioed  daring  th«  tmr,  and  eoar- 
■DoaB  ■anil  of  aunrf  expended.  Sir,  iocoare- 
nicBee  will  not  jutirjr  a  eoflatniBlba  of  tbe  Cor* 
atitntion  in  itaelf  ineoitMt,  fat  the  parpooa  af 
i€iMBriagth»l  ineoareBieiKe ;  bat  he  woold  for* 
aiab  lo  lb*  genllamaD  a  CtHMiiiational  reajedjr. 
TrsBipart  your  ordoaace  and  other  inanitiow  of 
wnr,  in  Una  of  peaoe;  baild  otber  armortce,  if 
Ttr— -  wUea  we  baTa  ba  not  eaeogti,  aad  aatab- 
liali  nnanalaand  fagaiinaa  in  eoavaoient  placea. 
But,  it  bna  been  asked,  if  a  mad  be  iadiapaaanblf 
■aa«Matf  for  oar  Army,  will  yoB  dear  the  power 
ta  nnb*.  it  1  He  mid,  entea  of  great  argaaer  or 
■aeeMtr,  raifhl  be  atatad,  ia  wttich  be  wonld 
mat  daa^  it ;  i^  in  time  of  war,  as  unj  iboald 
te  u  aitaatad  a*  not  to  ba  able  to  mnrab  to  the 
attaek  of  ibe  eMaaj',  or  to  tctraat  front  one,  with- 
otU  nnhiDg  a  road,  aa  if,  for  axunpla,  there  were 
none  in  the  direeiioD  Nqnifad,  ta  aaah  a  ailantion 
they  woald  poaMM  the  power ;  u  being,  foe  the 
pnrtieular  parpoae,  a  aeeenarjp  incident  to  tbe 
rigtit  of  eariyiaf  on  wat.  Bat  ibe  eaoe  aupoaed 
ie  nitegeihet  dinneat  from  the  principle  of  theee 
Tetolnuona.  They  proMse  «  pamMneBt  eiraieiB 
of  rondi,  finag  the  United  Suiei  a  rirtt  of 
jvriidiction  otrer  then,  ai  wdl  as  a  lif  ht  of  pro- 
pavtr  in  the  aoil ;  whilst  the  ease  which  ha  bad 
etaicd  fainbhed  a  right,  whiah,  baiag  derired 
froa  neeeuitf,  ooacinoed  no  tonser  than  the 
OMae  which  created  it,  and,  therefore,  the  nu>- 
^am  thnmecaesitrpasMdnwar,  the  right  peswd 
with  it.  Cpon  lU»  principle  a  rand  naTsr  wonU 
be  tamir,  bw  when  and  where  it  was  waaiing; 
wbonas,  apon  the  priacipln  of  the  rcaolnliooa, 
m  ahotud  be  attempting  M>  coaatnet  MiUtary 


tewtng  that  n  single 
r  march  npon  thaai. 


Weknnw 
not  with  what  enamf  wa  shall  nenl  ba  angngad 
in  war;  wo  augbt  eoasmaet  a  military  load 
npan  oar  Northern  Iroaiier,  and  the  ftral  march 
aC  MTonniaa  night  ba  to  our  SoMhct^-aBd  m, 
preeiaelf  the  icrarsc  of  this  atnieof  things  migfai 
ooMt.    in  eicroising  the  right  which  he  End 

est  msationed,  of  mnkiag  a  load  in  time  of  wnr, 
t  the  pttrpena  which  he  had  ataled,  wa  shtnUd 
onlf  do  that  which,  under  wmc  eireumataaeca, 
ans  fHMgn  State  would  hare  a  right  to  do  ia 
the  territory  of  Mtother.  Bat,  say  geatleoacD,  if 
jm  have  the  right  in  time  of  war,  yon  mnst  bcTa 
It  in  peace,  also,  by  way  of  pr^antiion.  That 
coutqaeoca  did  not  ai  all  follow.  He  would  at 
once  slate  lo  the  Cominiltcc  a  case  in  which  a 
right  ia  war  wonld  be  ndmittcd,  whilst  no  gen- 


tlaman  WonU  aaderlnke  to  contend  fbr  it  ta 
peace.  We  hare  at  thia  time  no  rigbt  to  daetrof 
any  private  honae  in  the  City  of  Washiagton ; 
bat,  let  it  he  snpposed  that  we  were  now  in  war, 
and  that  the  same  honae  inierecpted  the  opan- 
tioo  and  eSeet  of  one  of  oni  battaria,  wa  shoald, 
without  diffieol^,  laza  it  to  the  foaadadon.  It 
is  not  conect  in  them  to  say,  Ihnl  wtaatCTer  ri^ 
wa  hare  in  war  eqnally  hdongs  to  ni  in  pence 
also. 

The  next  snbjact  which  the  repwt  diacaseed 
was  oar  right  te  mnke  roads  and  caaals  for  eom- 
OMrcinl  porpaacs,  and  this  was  referred,  oi  there 
was  no  pretence  (^  a  epeeial  gnat,  to  the  power 
toregnlnicconmei«eu>MgstlhaaaveralBtniea; 
to  regnlale  waa  to  preccrthe,  to  dircet.  He  thero- 
fore  nndenuod  lh«  powar  te  regnlaia  ctmnuiraa 
am«n^t  the  several  Slates  to  atitboriae  na  to 
^veenbe  the  terau,  manner,  and  ctfadiiions  on 
which  that  liade  ihoold  be  carried  on;  aucb,  for 
eaBimple,  m  eetabliahing  ports,  granting  ciear- 
anees,  regntatiog  tbe  eoaating  tnde,  4be.  The- 
bialory  cf  the  limes,  open  adverting  lo  it,  weoU 
shota  ihM  the  objee*  in  granting  this  power  waa 
to  praveat  ibuc  fends  and  cttifei  whieh  cxpcrir 
ansa  had  ahown  would  arise  faatweea  the  Statea, 
in  eonseqoenea  of  some  being  mora  and  othses 
iHa  adraatageoualy  uinated  for  cemmene,  n»- 
lass  it  was  lemrad  lo  soom  omamna  head  to  pre- 
scribe general  regnlations  In  nkation  to  it,  wUth 
wonU  near  nlitoB  onalL  He^iherafw*,  conldBOt 
for  n  moment  anlartaia  the  idea  ihai,  ondar  the 
power  to  regulate  oommeree,  it  was  laieodod  lo 
mnke  the  way  or  to  dig  the  channel  along  wluah 
il  was  to  pass.  To  place  this  anbject  in  a  Strang 
point  of  view,  ha  would  obeorva  that  the  samn 
cknso  give*  ui  power  to  regolate  foreign  conf 
otercs^  and  that  amoi^t  tha  several  Stniei. 
Now  It  waa  most  obvions  that,  in  rektion  to  i«r- 
eign  nnmmriri.  the  power  to  regalnte did  not  re- 
Inic  to  the  oreatinglha  channel  by  which  it  wna 
M  be  cnrriad  on.  Thnt,  sir,  was  done  ffoan  Um 
oreaiioa  of  the  world  ;  it  oosaisted  of  the  nala* 
ihomabU  waters  of  the  greet  deep.  He  WtHlld 
leave  it  to  the  friends  of  the  reeohiliens  to  show 
how  the  vary  enme  word,  need  in  a  Htticokr 
ctoass  ia  teluioa  to  two  sabjeets,  could  be  cok- 
mnad  to  maan  one  thing  as  it  Mcpeeiad  ona-of 
iham,nnd  a  difitent  thing  as  it  Mspeeud  the 
odwr.  1(  hnd  been  said,  however,  Ifant  Congresa, 
ac  inetdent  lo  the  rcgnlaiion  of  fpfeigneomiDetM, 
hnd  encaciaed  the  cigte  of  ereaiiag  beneons,  pim 
and  light*hoascs ;  and  that  the  making  roads  ana 
canals  bore  a«  clow  n  relation  to  the  regalatto* 
oCdomeatie  comisaree,  as  those  did  la  that  of 
foreign.  In  tha  ifst  ptaee,  he  deaied  that  tha 
reklioB  was  aa  dinai  as  the  other.  Bai,  upon 
iaqairy,  il  wenU  be  found  that  the  ereetioa  of 
beaaona,  piers,  Ac.  wna  not  referred  by  Congroai 
to  thcragnlaUon  of  foreign  comnerce,  bni  lothat 
clause  which  empowers  them  (o  parcbnse  aitea 
for  forts,  araenala,  tu.  He  proved  thia  by  re- 
ferring the  Committee  to  the  first  volume  of 
United  Ststes  Laws,  page  fl6ft-7,  where  tben 
was  a  loag  list  of  cessions  reported,  of  sites  for 
thete  very  etcction&     Let  not  gentlemen  my 
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ttis  eladie  did  not  wsiraot  iL  If  Con^ren 
thOHgbl  10,  and  legiilited  uaitt  that  idea,  it  de- 
atroyed  aor  force  whieh  there  migbt  be  in  it,  as 
a  legialalive  eonstraetioo  in  relation  to  ibcir 
power  to  regnlata  foreign  commerce.  He  bad 
already  said  that  such  eoniirueiion  ought  to  have 
BO  weight ',  and  he  should,  in  the  further  progr'en 
ofhiiargnment,  assign  his  reasoni  at  large,  when 
he  eamt  lo  diiens*  what  geoilemen  called  the 
weight  of  precedent. 

He  bad  thus  far  endeavored  to  prove  that  Con- 
gress bad  not  the  power  claimed  to  make  road* 
and  canals,  either  expressl;  or  inoidentaltr,  with- 
ODt  the  assent  of  the  Slatei.  He  came  now  to 
anollier  propositi  An  wbich  the  report  diseuues, 
to  wit :  that  we  have  the  power  with  the  assent 
of  the  States.  He  bellcTed  it  to  be  imposuble  to 
maintain  this  position.    The  argnment  in  sitp< 

E)rt  of  it  seemed  to  be  this,  that  laon|tb  Congress 
tve  no  right,  of  their  own  mere  will,  lo  make 
tbe  proposed  imptOTements,  yet,  as  the  soil,  sar 
gentlemen,  belongs  lo  the  several  Slates,  it  ■■ 
competent  for  them  to  yield  their  assent,  and  that, 
in  that  event,  there  cannot  be  a  possible  objec 
tioD.  This  argument  is  met  at  the  very  threshold 
with  this  question :  Although  one  Slate  may 
aonsenl  to  have  the  public  money  expended  with- 
in its  limits,  have  Ine  other  nineteen  eonrenied 
thai  Iheir  money  shall  be  so  expended?  If  they 
have  not,  as  be  s&ould  attempt  to  prove,  it  scarcely 
required  argument  to  show,  that  tbe  consent  of 
one  Stale  to  receive  the  expenditore  of  the  money 
nf  the  other  nineteen,  did  not  justify  us  in  making 
that  eipenditate  without  tbe  consent  of  the 
others.  Bnt  he  woald  pursue  this  Idea  of  the 
consent  of  the  State*  a  little  more  closely.  If 
we  have  the  power  ^iv en  ni  by  the  CoDstiiution, 
we  do  not  warn  iheir  assent ;'  if  we  have  it  not, 
that  assent,  in  the  mode  proposed,  cannot  give  it 
lo  ns.  He  wonld  make  a  few  remarks  upon  each' 
branch  of  this  proposition.  To  say  Ihai  1  have 
the  power  to  do  an  act.  whieh  yet  yon  have  a 
right  to  say  I  shall  not  do,  and  apon  your  saying 
wDich  I  must  forbear,  is  eqoivalent  to  saying  I 
have  ihe  power,  and  yet  have  it  not.  The  prin- 
ciple is  pfainly  this:  every  power,  unless  limited 
hy  the  terms  in  which  it  is  granted,  is  absolnte; 
it  conveys  the  ability  to  effect  its  object,  without 
eoDsnlliog  tbe  will  of  any  bnt  the  person  who  is 
lo  exercise  it ;  nor  do  the  few  eases  meniioaed  in 
tbe  CoDsthntion  in  which  the  consent  of  the 
Siaie*  is  made  Decetsary,  form  any  exception  to 
lb i/ principle;  for  in  those  the  consent  is  iVquired 
only  in  getting  the  subject  upon  which  power  is 
lo  operate;  when  that  is  done,  the  power  over 
ibem  is  exercised  entirely  at  the  will  of  Congress. 
In  the  whole  maw  of  legislative  powers,  then, 
which  ihe  8ib  section  of  tbe  Isc  article  gives  to 
Congress,  there  is  not  one,  to  the  exercise  ol 
which  the  assent  of  tbe  States  is  aecesiary,  and, 
if  it  be  not  necessary  to  the  exprew  powers,  it 
cannot  to  those  wbich  are  incideotat. 

It  was  as  clear  a  principle,  thai  if  we  have  _  _ . 
Ihe  power,  the  assent  of  ibe  States  iu  the  mode 
proposed^  cannot  give  it  to  us;  the  ConstitntioD 
kn  provided,  within  itself,  iba  way  by  wbich  any 


enlargement  of  our  powers  shall  be  obtsined-,  it 
is  this  :  Congress  shall,  whenever  two-thir^  of 
both  Houses  deem  it   proper,   propose   ameni- 
ints,  or,  on  the  application  of  two-thitds  of  the 
ste  Legislatures,  shall  call  aconventioD  to  pro- 
pose ibem,  which,  when  taiified  by  three-foartbs 
of  the  States,  in  either  of  the  modes  pointed  ont 
tbe  6lh  article,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  Consti- 

This  difference  in  the  mode  of  proceediag  is 
>t  a  matter  of  form ;  on  the  contrary,  there  is 
the  sonndest  reason  in  iL  In  the  firat  pl*c^  it 
does  not  leave  the  question  to  the  will  of  a  lew 
States,  but  obviates  that  difficulty  by  reqniriag 
that  all  should  be  consulted,  and  that  the  power 
shall  not  be  exercised  without  the  cooetifveBeeof 
three-fa urthB.  The  propriety  of  this  eonrsc  de- 
pends upon  this  obvious  troth,  that  the  Connitn- 
tioQ  is  a  compact,  and  that  it  is  a  violation  of  all 
correct  principles  lo  permit  that  eomimei  to  be 
altered  in  any  of  its  siipnlations,  at  Lbe  will  of 
one  of  tbe  patties  to  it,  wiibont  even  eoasoltisg 
the  others.  But  there  is  another  most  importuii 
reason  for  pursuing  this  course ;  the  CoasiitniioB, 
having  been  ratified  by  conventions  in  ibe  aev^ 
ral  States,  and  those  conventions  having  beeathe 
immediate  reprcMntaiives  of  the  people  of  the 
Sutes,  in  their  highest  sovereign  charaeter,  what- 
ever provisions  it  contains  have  been  agreed  to 
by  tbe  whale  people  of  the  United  States;  they 
have  then  agreed  that  it  may  be  aJtovd  in  the 
manner  jNTscribed ;  bnt  they  have  not  agreed 
that  it  shall  be  altered  in  aay  other  manner,  erea 
though  it  should  be  with  the  consent  of  their  £<«- 
gislaiure* ;  for  the  State  Legislatures  themaelvea 
act  under  constitutions ;  they  meet  in  their  char- 
acter, as  ordinary  legislators, not u  aconvention. 
It  is  not  competent  then  for  them  tn  that  ehuae- 
ter  to  give  to  the  Federal  Qovernment  any  pow- 
ers over  their  consUtuents.  •iiher  as  it  respect* 
their  persons  or  property,  wnich  that  Government 
does  not  possess  by  the  Constiioiion.  Their  acts 
would  indeed  be  binding  when  called  on,  imder 
the  provisions  of  the  6th  article,  to  decide  apes 

Eropoied  ammdments.  He  spoke  of  then  now, 
owerer,  as  mere  legislators,  withotil  rsDnrvDce 
to  that  sute  of  things.  He  denied,  then,  that  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  could  transfer  to  asoibsr 
Oovcnmeni  any  right  in  or  over  tbe  aoil  other 
than  that  whieh  tbe  Constitution  had  asthofM 
them  to  do.  He  said  he  felt  thai  he  had  now  ar- 
rived at  the  Gonelniion,  that,  if  Congress  had  dN 
the  power  in  question  wtlAouf,  they  could  not 
have  it  w^  the  assearof  tbe  Slates,  except  ia 
the  Constiiuiionai  mode. 

But  another  view  of  this  snbjeet  had  been  pre- 
sented, labstanlially  to  this  effect ;  Congress,  it     j 
is  ssid,  is  intrusted,  by  the  Constitution,  with  the     j 
iransporiation  of  the  mail ;  nothing  can  coatrib-      ' 
oie  more  effectually  to  a  safe  and   axpediliooi 
traniporlaiionof  themsii,  than  good  roads;  hence, 
say  gentlemen,  the  power  to  consimat  roadi  is 
necessary,  and,  when  a  State  shall  give  ilsassent, 
it  ia  proper  also,  and,  being  both  peeeasary  ana 
proper,  it  falls  within  that  clause  of  the  Coaati- 
luiion  whieh  aolhortzes  ns  to  pass  all  law*  neeesr' 
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M17  mod  proper  lo  ejecaU  the  Eereral  power*  of 
the  OoreromeDi.  To  my  ihtl  th«  asteDt  of  the 
Slatei  wu  reqaired  to  make  a  toeaanre,  thoogh 
neeenarf,  proper  witfain  the  meaoins  of  thii 
claOM,  woold  M  at  ooee  to  deslrojr  the  whole 
foree  of  the  proriiioit— and,  he  would  add,  iu 
meaniDf  alio.  The  Mleet  eommitlea  had,  in 
their  report,  mM,  that  ihia  olaaae  was  ODly  the 
enactmeBl  of  ■  priDciple  of  eomtraeiioD,  which 
would  hare  anted  withont  it ;  namelf,  that 
where  a  power,  or  right,  wai  granted,  ererrthing 
neceaaarj  to  the  exeentlan  of^the  one,  or  the  en- 
joTtneat  of  the  other,  paned  with  iL  According 
to  thii  role,  whenerer  ■  power  ■■  expreaclf  given, 
and  another  fi  claiincd  a*  an  incideai,  we  hare 
00(7  lo  inqo ire,  whether  it  be  Deoetsarjr  lo  the 
execQlioa  ef  the  granted  one.  If  it  be,  it  is  proper, 
not  beeanse  this  or  that  person,  or  Blaie,  consenU 
10  it,  bat  because  it  is  neces^r^.  In  a  word,  its 
necessity  eonetitntei  it*  propriety.  Let  a*  see 
wbat  might  be  the  practical  operation  of  the 
principle  eonlended  for.  We  wish  to  make  a  great 
turnpike  road  from  North  to  South — we  ask  leare 
of  the  States— New  Hampshire  eomania,  Ver- 
mont refutes  i  Hanachnsetts  consents.  Con  nee- 
tieni  refuse*,  and  so  on  ;  be  woiUd  suppoae  erery 
SiBie  in  the  Union,  in  alternate  sDceenioD,  to 
content  and  refuse.  Upon  this  supposillon,  eTery 
other  link  in  the  chain  of  internal  imnroTement 
would  be  broken-~for.  though  it  would  be  neces- 
sary in  alt,  yet,  according  to  tbe  docline  of  gen- 
tlcioen,  if  some  refuse,  it  would  not  be  proper  in 
all.  In  those  where  it  might  be  both  necessary 
and  proper,  we  might  go  on  ;  but  in  those  where 
it  wonul  ne  necessary  only,  we  must  stay  our 
hand.  Qenilamen  had  complained  of  this  doc- 
trine as  snbjeetiDr  the  General  Qorernment  to 
the  will  of  the  states.  For  his  own  part,  he 
could  not  eonceire  a  constrnciioo,  which  would 
produce  a  more  complete  dependence  npon  that 
will,  than  the  one  which  be  had  just  noticed,  and, 
as  he  hoped,  refnied. 

Another  great  principle  had  been  adranoed  in 
the  oourte  of  ibis  debate,  which  be  woald  now 
examine.    It  was,  that  though  Congress  bad  no 
power  ti>  make  roads  and  eanab,  yet  ther  had  a 
right  to   appropriate  money,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  those  which  should  be  anderlaken  by 
the  Biatvs.    Oenilemen  had  said,  that  they  dis- 
claimed any  use  of  tbe  words^ "  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,"  as  giring  any  subsuntial 
power.    It  was  perfectly  indlfierenttohim,from 
what  words,  or  what  clause  they  derircd  it,  or  by 
'       what  name  they  called  it— if  they  pmaessed  the 
power  included  in  this  proposition,  the  Constitu- 
tion which  B&cted  to  impose  limiiaiiona  upon 
as,  and  to  give  as  a  few  delegated  powers  only, 
'       was  mere  paper  end  packthread.    His  idea  as  lo 
'       the  eorreet  coaslmcUoB  of  that  iuettument,  was 
this:'^That  tbe  common  defenee  and  g«ieral 
welfare,  were  ihe  mds  propoeed  to  be  attained — 
'       the  enumerated  powers  which  followed,  were  the 
'       means  of  attainug  them  ;  and  that  money  was 
I       the  inetmment,  as  far  as   it  was  necessary,  by 


Committee  to  the  forty-first  nntnber  of  the  fed- 
eralist, in  which  the  question  is  strongly  adted, 
for  what  purpose  could  the  enameratioa  of  pac- 
ticular  powers  be  inserted,  if  these,  andallotMia, 
were  meant  to  be  Included  in  the  preceding  gnt- 
eral  powers  7  There  could  be  but  one  answer  to 
Ibis  question — that  the  epeeification  was  intaadad 
to  operate  as  a  limitation  of  the  general  wordi 
which  preceded  it.  If,  then,  the  proposition  w — 
correct,  that  we  must  look  to  tbe  e: 

look"l 


anppoit 


those  powers  were  10  be  executed.    In 
of  ihia  conatnielion,  he  would  refer  the 


'tithi 
:ienlars,  for  thaextent  of  our  powers,  we  mutt 

I  to  tbe  same  »onK%(at  the  extent  of  our 

right  of  appropriation.    For  why,  sir,  was  the 


right  of  raising  money,  by  taxes,  civi 


»7    Re 


wbat  blood  was  to  the  natural  body.  It  sava  to 
it  its  life  and  vigM,  and  enabled  it  to  perloim  its 
fuaclions.  The  power  of  raising  it,  then,  waa 
given  to  ns.as  he  had  already  remarked,  aa  the 
instrument  by  which  we  were  enabled  to  exeenta 
our  other  powers.  What  were  they  7  Tboaa 
which  were  enumerated,  and  the  neceaeary  inci- 
dents which  they  involved.  To  those,  then,  iniut 
tbe  power  of  appropriation,  in  his  opinion,  be 
limited;  but,  taxe  the  principle  of  an  unlimited 
right  of  appropriation,  and  it  brings  ui  to  this 
conclusion,  that  what  Ihe  Qovernment  has  not  a 
right  10  do,  it  yet  hat  a  right  to  causa  to  be  dona, 
b^  means  of  the  use  of  the  pnblic  money.  Thu^ 
sir,  suppose  Cougrees  had  no  right  to  rCise  armies, 
yet,  upon  this  doctrine,  they  might  appropriate 
money  to  enable  the  Sutes  to  do  it.  Though 
Consress  had  not  been  authorized  to  build  a  nary, 
yet  they  mighlcause  one  to  be  built,  by  adranal^ 
money  to  aD,  or  some  of  the  States  for  that  pur- 
pose and,  to  bring  the  doctrine  home  directly  to 
Ihe  present  qneelioa — though  it  should  be  admit- 
ted, that  they  had  no  right  to  make  roads  and 
canals,  yet  they  can  effect  the  same  object,  by 
making  the  Slate  goremmeote  the  undertakera, 
and  themietreaadranciogalltheBeeesBaryfuada, 
and  thni  any  and  erery  power,  to  tbe  exeeutioa 
of  which  money  wai  necesnry.  (and  it  is  neeea- 
tarr  to  moat,)  might  be  acquired  in  the  same  way. 
Unless,  then,  the  application  of  money  shall  be 
conitrued  to  extend  to  tbe  olgecii  of  the  specified 
powen,  and  their  neeemry  ineldeBlt  only,  tlie 
ConstitutioB  will  be  chargeable  with  the  palpable 
inconsistency  of  iniending  to  impoae  limitations 
npon  us,  and  at  the  same  time  fareishiog  na,  by 
means  of  the  tax-laying  power  with  aa  instra- 
ment,  by  which  we  may,  at  pleaeute,  thrown  off 
those  rery  limitations. 

The  only  other  view  of  the  subject,  he  believed, 
which  now  remained  to  be  answered,  was  the 
reference  which  had  been  made  by  ganllemrH  to 

Ereeedeni,  in  support  of  the  ground  which  they 
ad  taken.  If  he  considered  it  necessary,  ha 
would  show  that  many  of  the  preeadenis  wbiA 
had  been  cited,  retted  upon  grouada  attogethat 
different  from  what  i^llemeo  would  eeem  10 
siippose,  by  tbe  use  which  they  proposed  to  mak« 
of^ihem.  The  porehaseof  Looitiana,  for  enB- 
pie,  was  effected  1>y  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
therefore,  in  no  point  of  view,  eotild  it  be  apidi- 
cable  at  a  preeeoent  for  this,  which  it  a  l^ila- 
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at*  act.  Tktamjriofaiestof  ■  ChapUiD,  whieb 
had  ben  nlinrrad  »j  fendeima  to  ibe  power  of 
Bf^roprialiDg  mooer,  i>  would  be  foaad  nstet) 
npM  a  dlOeteBt  jptlDclple.  A*  m\j  aa  17W,  a 
law  was  pMsed  mxiog  (ke  e«ia|»caM(ioB  ttf  ibe 
oScera  of  tke  Hoaw  of  RepHKatatiraa,  ud, 
amonsothersjoraChaplaia.  Tbh clearlj' povn 
(hat  the  ■ppeiDiment  of  Chaplaia  wai  referred 
bf  ihe  Ueue  to  the  power  of  chooting  ila  oS- 
'  «efa.  Now,  for  the  porpoae  of  his  ainuBeat,  it 
wat  perfeoilj  UDimpoitaiit,  aa  he  had  rcnai^cd 
•oneerning  aaother  iuMDce  of  legielaiiTe  eon- 
atriKlMD,  whether  thia  idea  w«*  right  or  aoi. 
For,  though  it  afaoald  be  wroaf,  7CI,  m  ibat  was 
tks  priaciiile  npoa  which  Caagree*  aetcd,  it  d«- 
alroyt  its  force  aa  a  preoedoit  in  sDMort  of  any 
other  prise iple.  But  he  woatd  (onofanhccwilh 
the  cases  cited ;  becaase  h«  deoied  that,  io  rela- 
lien  to  the  eooTtmction  of  the  CoDstitutioB,  pre- 
eedent  ou^ht  to  bare  taj  wetgbi.  We  difi^r 
widely,  in  this  respect,  from  QreaiBriliiD.  Their 
Coaatitatioa  consists  of  a  series  of  legialatire  acta, 
the  fandameatal  prioeiples  of  the  QorerDOieDi 
ate  allcmbJe  at  the  will  of  the  Legislature.  Tha*, 
weaaea  British  Parliament  first  anDual,  then 
IrieDDial,  and  lb«n  eeptennial  j  aad  the  Terj  Per- 
liaDimt,  too,  wltieh  waa  elected  for  ibreercar*, 
anmding  the  period  of  in  own  cxisteDee  to  sereii ; 
praseatiDg,  in  that  act,  the  nwaitroas  peliiicBl 
anoMalr  of  being  both  the  creator  and  ereainre. 
Let  ihetD,  if  (her  please,  aet  apoa  the  principle, 
that  wttat  Totardar  wa*  facijto-dar  ia  doctrine; 
letthcm,  it  thcfpka*e,juetifr  their  aeia,br  aay- 
iag,  that  their  predecessor*  hid  set  them  the  es- 
ample.  Our  Ch)T«r«Beni  icit*  apoa  a  diflereal 
faandatioa ;  upon  a  written  charter  wbich  dclin- 
catea  oar  powers,  and  deiaes  their  boudaries. 
If  a  pravioua  Oon^reea  shall  hare  fiTca  to  this 
charter  a  oonatraotioD  vrhicb  is  right,  we  shoaU 
follow  it,  beoaass  it  ia  right  If,  on  the  ooairarr, 
tbej  shall  haTc  given  a  wroag  coBalriMliofi.  we 
abonld  discard  it,  bceavM  it  ia  wrong.  Brrar 
t  cbaage  ill  nainre  hj  resclition 


error  stiU.    Aod  let  it  net  ba  urged  apoa  m, 
aratta  of  JDstice  submit  to  the  aothoriir  of  pre- 
oednt.   ThteeisKipoiataf aomparuoabeiween 


the  tetter  is  called  upon  Io  legiiUie  upon  a  eon- 
ttitation,  in  the  {ireserraiioa  of  wbich,  a  whole 
people,  and  mUlions  jret  unborn  are  interested.  The 
lonner  decides  a  mere  prirale  coairDTerar  be- 
iween  others )  the  latter  decides  a  principle  cf 
eoBslrociion,  opon  which  depend  the  number 
andntetK  of  their  awn  powers.  The  rule,  ihere- 
forr,  which  coant  bafc  adopted,  that  it  is  not  so 
material  what  the  law  is,  as  that  it  should  b«  cer- 
tain, can  never  be  ezieaded  to  Congress;  tat. 
ot)rel]r,it  will  not  besaid  that  it  is  more  matnial 
to  have  a  fixed  role  of  construction  than  that  the 
rule  should  be  right  j  once  eatabliih  this  princi- 


a  jai  a  stn^er  distinctioa  between  a  court 


and  legidatarc  ibaa  aaj  which  ha  bad  «m- 
tioncd,  10  wit :  ia  the  name  of  their  fuuclisia, 
the  ]KoTioc«  of  tb«  court  ia  to  daeide  what  ibc 
law  M,  that  of  Congress  is  to  dctetwiiDe  what  the 
iawthallbe;  it  Is  of  tbe  verf  coscnee  of  ihslo- 
^stetive  function ;  that  the  acts  of  «v«ry  prtett- 
ing  le^slntvrc  are  repealed  by  everr  ■aoeecdHf 
one ;  if  a  court  pass  a  final  judgmeat,  bo  naiMr 
bow  erroneous,  tt  can  never  rsvevsa  it  j  aad,  if  it 
he  tbe  court  of  the  last  resort,  the  error  sum  pw- 
petualljr  remaii).  On  the  contrurjr,  if  wc  ^1 
a  law,  which  praves  to  be  am  inexpedtcM  eai^ 
either  wc  onrselves,  at  our  next  scoMoa,  or  the 
Congress  which  Mcceeds  us,  oau  repeal  it  st 
pleasure.  What,  then,  are  all  oair  ■trtCBdaiofj 
and  repraliflg  acts,  but  so  man;  eenelasire  erga* 
meats  agaiut  the  doctrine  of  legiristtirc  pmi 
dent  1  Whenever  we  do  so  agaend  or  rapeal,  we 
decide  difiercnilv,  either  in  whole  or  ia  f»H,  from 
those  whe  went  hefore  ua,  and  in  eo  doi^  pron^ 
beyond  doubt,  ibat  we  are  not  bound  bf  preee- 
deat.  The  ordinary  grounds  10  repeal  wen,  that 
a  particnlat  law  was  inexpedient  i  for  hta  part, 
be  GonU  not  conoeive  aByibutg  whiob  couldbe 
more  inexpedient,  than  a  viijaiion  of  the  Coaati- 
tniion.  It  be  were  (old  that  he  ou^t  to  deeide 
any  question  otherwise,  because  thoae  who  Iwd 

Eie  before  him  had  done  so,  he  wosM  auwcr, 
t  ha  should  iMver  sacrifice  Us  opiaioa  or  hu 
conecieooe  to  Ihoeeof  any  DUB  living;  ho  wiMiU 
suppose  Ibat  they  had  pursued  the  Mat  JivbtB  of 
their  judgments,  and  be,  acting  upon  as^j^  a 
responsibkliiy,  would  taketbeiiGcriyorifoiiif  the 
same  But,  eren  take  geatlemen  upon  their  owa 
principles,  and  he  would  ask,  how  many  peeoa- 
deatswillsid&eciofizanle?  WiUaneoitwo 
be  suficieat,  or  must  there  be  moiel  Apia,  this 
eouittry  had  cue  been  divided  into  two  great 
parties;  and  though  there  seemed  to  be  a  poUti- 
eal  calm  at  preaeat,  tbe  sanaetiu^  might  happen 
afaia.  Let  us  sun>oee,  thea,  that  one  party  ea- 
lablishes  a  precedent;  the  other  party  («■  iaio 
power,  aad,  not  iAimg  tbe  aoorce  fkou  which  ii 


sprmng,  disouds  it,  nod  Sxn  a  difietoM  ooa.    . 

the  viciaaitiidcB  of  pditical  eveata,  the  ftiat  Mrty 

comes  into  power  again;  here,  thra,  as  fu  as 


agaisst  precedent,  and  likmg  tc 
thsy  iherefbre  discard  the  seoond,  and  iielahliidi' 
the  first.  Let  us  auppose  aaotber  revotetisn  V 
take  place  between  those  who  are  tn  and  theee 
who  are  out  of  power ;  and  the  same  Menc  weald 
be  related;  and  thus,  that  Ccostitutsoo,  which 
was  intended  to  be  settled  upon  tbefirmcat  fouada- 
tions,  would  be  subject  to  be  whiried  oboat,  the 
sport  of  every  pofitical  gust.  He  would  coo- 
clade  by  expressuf  hia  hope,  that  tbe  resohoieas 
would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Cusi  (Speaker)  said;  he  had  eertainljr  ao 
ground  tcday  to  urge  the  complaint  wbich  he 
had  yesterday  made,  Ibat  genileraen  had  not  pre- 
sented themMlves  in  opposition  to  the  report,  or 
that,  in  opposing  it  by  argument^  they  had  biltd 
to  consume  any  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee.  He  would  not  be  nndeniood  aa  iasiaa- 
aiiog,  that  tbe  tine  of  the  House  bad  been  «apt» 
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ftMklf  emplored  in  lutniii{  to  wbit  htd  been 
•■id  on  tne  Mbjeci ;  ob  the  eontrarj,  the  >rffii' 
ment  wbieb  the  Hodm  bad  jmt  knrd,  Bud  Inai 
I  irhieh  bad  preeedcd  it,  bid  mat  (be  qaeition  w{lh 
•D  iDEeDDliy  and  tMlitj  raraly  ueeeded.  Bqi, 
'  b«  (>M,  b>  niiut  enter  fan  protest  against  lome  m 
I  tbe  general  principle*  wbicb  bnd  b«ea  adranced 
in  rclatioB  totliecoDstrKiioQoftheGanatlliitiofl. 
Hr.  C.  b^ged  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  stale, 
that  be  had  imbibed  b»  political  principles  from 
the  sam«  soBree  u  tba  gentleman  who  bad  last 
mddreMed  the  CooimiEtee.  From  the  celebrated 
produoiion  of  Hr.  UadisoB,  when  a  member  of 
the  Virginia  Legi^litnre,  of  the  period  of  1799— 
which,  if  it  bad  been  the  onljr  paper  which  had 
ever  amanated  from  hia  larainoni  pen,  would 
have  stamped  h»  eharMter  as  an  eminenl  staie*- 
maa — from  ibat  paper,  and  from  others  of  an- 
alogous priaelples,  be  bad  imbibed  thaw  Coatti- 
tvtional  opioiMti  which  had  inlliieBeed  his  polit' 
ieat  ooniM.  If  he  diflined  fVom  those  gentlemen 
who  professed  to  aekoowledgfl  the  Mme  anihoi- 
iiT,  the  differenee  was  not  as  to  prineiples,  bat  as 
to  the  appliealioB  of  them.  At  the  period  which 
gave  birtb  to  tbiMe  papers,  Mr.  C.  said,  the  Slate 
to  whiefa  ha  belonged,  and  that  from  which  he 
sprung,  bore  a  eoaipieaoBa  part  in  arresting  the 
career  of  a  mad  administration.  The  attempt 
then  wnt  to  destroy  the  Constiintion  br  a  ple- 
thora; bat  bcbeggedtbegeBllnDBBfromTirginia 
(a  refiect,  that  that  was  nol  tha  only  malady  by 
which  the  Coastitvti^B  eonld  be  aBieied ;  another 
eomplaini,  eqaallr  dai^eroua  to  that  Conitita- 
tioD,  was  SB  atro^y ;  and  if,  said  he,  I  do  not  go 
alone  with  them  la  the  water-^rari  regimen  ihey 
wooTd  administer  to  the  Coosutntion,  io  coastra- 
ing  it  to  a  dead  tetter,  and  redaeiog  it  to  an  in- 
animate skeleton,  let  me  noi  be  charged  with 
abaodoaing  principle^  bat  let  t^m  aaswer  to  the 
charge  «f  thus  attaaoatiBg  tbe  sirengtb  of  ik«t 


He  protested,  bo  aaid,  agaiMt  coantmiBg  tbb 
Coasmutioa,  aa  ane  wbaia  a  bill  of  indieuaem, 
where  anr  bale,  tkrovgk  which  a  eriarinal  might 
creep,  was  m  macb  ga»«d  to  iha  iagaaiaas  ad**- 
calK  On  lootwg  at  tha  pahiiaal  oMdllMB  of 
this  eoBMry  We  disaover  tweRtjr  toeal  sovnctfft- 
lies  bariag  diarge  el  tbelt  interior  concerns,  and 
of  whatever  regards  the  rights  of  property  and 
municipal  ngnlatioa,  and  one  great  torereigntj, 
for  the  purpose  of  general  defence,  for  the  ptescr- 
TalioB  of  the  g«wral  peace,  and  for  the  regolalioQ 
of  commerce,  internal  and  external.  These  ob- 
jects, for  which  the  Qeneral  Government  was 
csiabliihed,  ought  to  be  eoBstaatly  kept  in  view; 
and  he  would  act  contrary  to  the  interest  of  his 
eonntiy  wbo  shonld  deny  to  tbe  ConstiiailoD- 
the  ihett-aoohor  of  the  national  safety— ihtt  rigor 
which  bneeesBsry,  in  the  exercisa  of  its  powers, 
to  fulfil  the  purposes  of  its  inMitation,  and  to  carry 
this  country  to  the  high  dcMiaailoa  which  it  ' 
one  day  to  reach. 

In  expounding  the  instrnment,  he  said,  eonilrvc- 
(ions  nnfavonblc  to  personal  freedom,  or  those 
which  miffht  lead  to  great  abnse,ongfat  to  becatc- 
fally  BToided.    But  S,  oa  the  contrary,  the  con- 


danger  of  sbnie;  if  it  promoted  and  advanced  all 
tbe  great  objects  whic^  led  to  the  confederacy; 
if  it  materially  tended  to  eBect  that  greatest  of 
all  those  objects— the  cemeniiog  of  the  Union,  the 
eonsimctioo  was  recommended  by  the  roost  ft- 
vorable  eonsi derations.  He  subscribed  entirely 
to  the  doctrine,  that  power  in  the  General  Got- 
ernment  was  dedacible  only  from  ezpreis  grant, 
or  as  fairly  incident  lo  tbe  express  grant.  Bni, 
in  interpreting  the  Constitntioo,  we  were  not  to 
shut  our  eyes  against  all  those  lights  which  com- 
moo  sense  and  experience  had  Furnished  in  ex- 
poandinor  all  instruments.  We  were  to  look  at 
the  who&  Const) 


[he  history  of  the  times 
when  it  was  adopted :  tt  contemporaneous  expo- 
sitions; and,  above  all,  at  the  greit  aim  and  ob- 
ject of  its  framers.  Aad  he  would  say  he  hoped, 
wfthoat  giving  jnst  cause  for  alarm,  that  he  would 
give  to  the  Constitution,  in  all  that  relates  essen- 
tmlly  to  the  preserraiion  of  this  Union,  a  liberal 
eonatmctton.  In  cases  where  the  power  is  ad- 
mitted to  reside  somewhere  in  tbe  General  Got- 
ernment,  bnt  it  was  donbtfnl  in  which  braocb,  he 


and  prevailing  sentiment,  that  of  aggrandizing 
the  Executive  branch,  and  disparaging  the  Lcgia- 
Iniire.  It  appeared  that  a  power  was  perfecdy 
harmless  when  exercised  by  tbe  President,  and 
that  the  tocsin  of  alarm  was  sounded  tbe  moment 
that  Gongreas  dared  to  act  on  the  same  power. 
He  nerer  coald  admit,  he  said,  that  the  Preddent 
stionld  take  an  airing  in  his  baroncbe,  or  a  Major 
Oeaeral  a  promenade,  with  bis  snite  of  aids-de- 
camp, and  exercise  the  power  of  ordering  road^ 
la  time  of  profound  peace,  wherever  they  pleased, 
and  that  the  GonsliiutioQ  had  denied  the  power 
to  Oongresa  And  yet,  what  had  this  Commitltn 
been  told  to^ST?  Why,  that  CroesUs,  and  Cyras, 
and  Napoleon,  had  exercised  the  power  of  con- 
stractiog  military  ways ;  and,  therefore,  tt  wu 
inferred  that  tbe  President  of  the  Dnited  Sutcs 
possesses  it.  What  1  said  Mr.  C.  are  we  come  to 
this — that  Imperial  powers  shall  be  ascribed  to 
onr  BxeentiveT  Or,  was  it  possible  that  a  mere 
military  officer  might  order  a  road,  and  coosiroct 
it,  aad  yet  that  power  should  be  denied  lo  tbe 
Legislative  branch  of  the  OoTernmencT  And, 
said  he,  we  are  not  only  desired  to  sequiesce,  with 
folded  arms,  in  this  Bxecutive  and  military  power, 
bat  more:  whenever  an  appropriation,  in  thaform 
of  an  allowance  to  the  soldiery  for  fatigue  duty, 
is  asked  to  complete  anjr  sneh  rosd,  we  are  now, 
according  to  one  of  the  jostly  reproluted  doctrines 
of  1706,  to  acquiesce  in  the  appro  prisiion,  being 
nnderamoral  obligation  to  submit  to  the  demand 
and  not  daring  to  question  il 

In  proceeding  to  a  closer  riew  of  the  question 
before  the  Honse,  Mr.  0.  sdmilled  thai  it  was  not 
one  of  expediency  merely,  but  a  compound  ques- 
tion of  Constitutional  power  and  expediency.  He 
admitted  that,  if  the  Cooeiitation  denied  the 
power  10  Congress,  no  principle  of  cxpediAicy 
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woold  kulhorize  the  exercise  of  it ;  lod  be  would 
meet  KCDtlemen  od  tbit  ground.  He  admitied, 
•Jso,  that  if  the  Conalitution  did  Dot  gire  the 
power  without  tbe  auent  of  »nj  Slsle  or  States. 
4hort  of  the  nomber  required  lo  authorize  an 
ameDdmeDl  to  the  CoDsittutioD,  Cougreu  eould 
not  exercise  the  power.  The  power  exists  wLtb- 
onl  the  cODieot  of  ibe  Slates,  or  not  at  all ;  al- 
'thoDgb,  in  the  ezereise  of  Ihat  power,  it  might  be 
prudeui,  and  discreet,  or  hjgbly  proper,  to  consaU 
the Btates,  whose  local  anapriTate  iuterests  were 
to  be  seriously  afieci«d  by  naj  loaj  or  eanil  pasa- 
ing  lb  rough  tnem. 

What  was  the  nature  of  the  power  proposed  to 
be  exercised,  which  had  produced  this  atieinnt  to 
excite  alirin — this  call  upon  the  friendi  of  Stale 
rights  to  rally  aronud  ibe  Stale  aothoriiie*,  and 
eonteai  erery  inch  of  ground  with  those  who 
ftTor  this  report  1  Ooe  who  bad  not  considered 
the  nature  of  this  power,  bat  had  gathered  his 
ideas  from  the  course  of  the  debate,  would  sup- 
pose that  CoD^eu  were  about  to  ioiroduce  some 
plague  or  pesiilence — some  gorgon  dire— which 
wai  to  destroy  ihe  liberties  of  the  couuiry.  And 
of  what  power  was  such  leugoage  used?  Of  a 
power  lo  promote  social  intercourse ;  to  facilitate 
commerce  between  the  Stales;  lo  strengthen  the 
bonds  of  oar  Union ;  to  make  us  really  and  truly 
one  family^ne  eommnnity  in  interest  and  in 


Illy— -on< 
feeling.     What  was  there  ali 

ewerl    So  far  from  viewing  il  wuu  auiiiu,  uj 
said,  if  the  Emperor  of  Russia  were  to  oner 
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nuke  turnpike  roads  in  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
or  in  any  other  Slate  in  the  Union,  (though  he 
^ootd  be  nnwiiling  to  accept  of  snch  a  boon  with- 
out eompensation,)  he  shouldyet  be  happy  lo  haTe 
it  done.  The  power,  then,  was  not  of  an  offen- 
eire  nature.  If  the  power  were  harmless ;  if  in 
all  its  operations  it  eould  have  no  other  than  a 
beneficent  effect;  it  was  one  in  regard  to  which 
he  should  be  disposed  to  gire  to  Ihe  Constitniion 
a  more  liberal  construction  than  if  it  were  other- 
wife.  There  were  various  consider* lions,  besides 
the  oharacier  of  ibis  power,  which  would  preTent 
its  abuse  in  any  shape.  The  first  of  these  eoa- 
sideratioDs  was  (o  be  found  in  the  nalnre  of  this 
body,  eomposed  of  nearly  two  hundred  members, 
coming  from  every  part  of  the  Unioo,  having  but 
little  connexion  with  each  other.  Before  the 
power  in  question  could  be  exercised  in  regard  lo 
any  particular  object,  that  object  mnst  be  one  of 
striking  and  prominent  naiional  imparunce ;  the 
conflicting  and  various  interests  of  this  Union 
muit  be  reconciled  in  its  favor,  and  Congress  mutt 
be  clearly  satisSed  of  its  uiiliiv,  and  of  its  tending 
to  the  general  benefit.  This  alone,  he  said,  was  an 
almost  instiperable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  acting 
on  ibis  subject ;  and  ihe  great  danger  was,  not 
that  the  power  would  be  improperly  used,  but  that 
the  legislation  under  it  would  be  too  restriaied, 
and  that  frequent  instances  would  occur  of  ob- 
jects truly  national  in  their  character  being  ne- 
glected or  not  executed,  from  tbe  impossibility  of 
producing  a  concurrence  of  all  in  relation  to  them. 
There  was  a  further  difficulty,  he  said,  in  rela- 
tiop  to  the  means  to  be  applied  to  those  objects. 


We  hare,  fortunately,  by  tbe  ere»tton  of  thebik 
of  the  United  States,  got  into  our  possesMcau 
unexpected  sum  of  mouev  which  may  bs  \it 
■p{jied.  But  suppose  we  had  nat,Baid  he.ditfM 
imagine  that  any  gentleman  woald  move  liit  i 
direct  tax,  or  any  other  tax,  with  a  view  a  lUt 
object?  He  beUeved  not;  and  he  tssured  ib 
Committee  there  was  no  ground  of  appreheaMi 
of  the  power's  being  abused  by  execMire  Irpdt- 
lion,  but  that,  owing  to  the  diffiealty  of  coac» 
trating  tbe  general  opinion  o port  the  end,  iiJet 
uniting  in  the  mode  of  raising  the  means,  the  jH 
apprehension  wu  that  too  little  would  be  dmu. 

In  regard  to  the  principles  of  conslroeliM  ol 
Ihe  Constitution,  Mr.  C.  repeated,  there  wu  h 
essential  difference  between  himself  and  ihtra- 
tlemen  who  had  spokait — particularly  iIk  iui, 
(Mr.  Bareour) — though,  he  said,  the  gcnilcBd 
had  certainly  pushed,  in  their  applieaiioo,  thM 
rules  of  interpreuiion  further  iban  I  sm  ditpoMi 
to  go ;  for,  (ii  (he  gentleman  ivill  escaw  me,]  ilw 
pleasare  with  which  I  heard  his  argnoKnt.  wii 
somethiae  like  that  which  a  surgeon  miT  be  dis- 
posed to  leel  when  a  skilful  operator  is  ampntti- 
log  a  limb  or  dissecting  a  body ;  and  the  ingeair 
ity  which  be  displays]  in  frittering  awiy  ikt 
Constitution  is  not  consistent  wiih  my  idea  of  (Im 
great  principles  of  1797,  in  whieh  I  profess  imfli- 
ciily  to  conSde. 

What  was  the  objectof  the  ConvenlioB,  Ht.C 
asked,  in  framing  the  Constitution  7  Tbe  lesd- 
ing  object  was  utfiOK.  He  called  tbe  aitentioa 
of  Ihe  House  lo  that  letter,  signed  by  the  Fathei 
of  his  Conn  try,  which  accompanied  (be  Consiito- 
lion,  when  proposed  lo  the  States  for  their  lauil- 
cation,  and  which  unfolds  the  views  of  tUe  Con- 
vention at  the  lime  of  adopting  that  instrumenL 
The  following  is  an  extract: 

"  Id  all  our  deliberations  on  this  solgeel,  *«  ^ 
steadily  in  view  that  which  appeui  to  ni  tbs  grnUri 
intarast  of  every  Irne  American — tke  canioltdtlvn^ 
our  Xlwiom,  in  which  is  in^ved  oni  pcospMil][i  v 
d^,  safety,  perhaps  our  national  BzistMice.  Tbtii*; 
pcBtsat  c^tHderation,  aeriood^  and  dse^y  is 


tution,  which  we  now  present,  is  the  result  >(  ■  ^ 
efamityiBDdof  that  mutual  deiaraiue  andowaN 
which  the  psnulisriy  of  oui  political  situtiN  o*" 
dared  indinenssble.* 

Uninta,  then,  Mr.  C.  repealed,  peace  an^ 
■nd  internal,  and  commerce,  but  most  t^'^j 
larly  union  and  peace,  were  the  great  objecuj' 
[he  framers  of  thik  ConsUtuIioo,  and  shtwM  bi 
kept  steadily  in  view  in  the  interpreuiios  «**r 
clause  of  it;  and,  where  ii  was  auMepiibl*  »  *^ 
rioua  interpretations,  that  conslrsciioa  sbMiil  <* 
preferred  which  tends  to  promote  the  obj'^!^'' 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  to  the  eon"^ 
tion  of  tbe  Union,  not  in  tbe  alarming  *<^^ 
the  phrase,  but  in  ibai  sense  in  which  ii  *^ 
in  the  quotation  be  had  just  made.  Wia  'V 
epect  to  union,  he  said,  ibis  was  a  atootn*' 
which  he  might  be  allowed  some  refleenou  <" 
tbathead.    We  are  told,  said  he,  thai  in  ibcM  bu- 
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CTOB  dmy*  than  U  no  Hwk  tUog  u  partr  tpirf  l ; 
tbkt  tb«  factioiw  br  whieb  ib*  coiiBlry  ku  beeo 
diTidad,  are  redDMd  to  their  prinltira  elemenU, 
and  thu  ibia  whole  Kciel^  it  nniied  br  brotbgrir 
loTCftndfrleDdifaipiud,  udecd,  the  PmidEatof 
tbe  United  Sl&tea  hu  niiaHlf  obeerred,  in  hii 
Meeaag*  ftt  tk<  eommenecnflot  of  the  mmIoo, 
tlMtbe''iahBH'yt*"*'''*'*'^**'*i"  benign ipini 
of  eoDtiiUaiioo  and  luraaonr  wbieh  now  mini- 
I  feala  itaelf  tbrou^oat  oar  Union,  promttea  to 
noeb  n  recommendation  (an  uaendmeat  to  ibe 
CDnstiiniiwi)  the  niMt  prompt  and  faTorable  te- 
■nlt."  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  do  not  believe  in  tbia 
hnrmooy,  ihi*  extinctioD  of  party  iptrit,  which  ia 
apoken  M;  I  donoi  belicTe  that  man  hnTecaaaed 
to  be  men,  or  thai  iber  bare  abindoned  thoae 
prineiplc*  on  wbieh  they  hare  alwaya  acted  hilh- 
erto.  We  bar*  had,  to  be  adre,  what  maf  be 
coaaidcred  itrong  pro«is  of  it:  we  bare  «een,  dur- 
ing thn  late  loar^  tot  people  of  ihoee  ptrta  th  roogh 
wbieh  the  President  paued,  rise  en  mame,  aa  ibe 
andieace  at  ibe  Theatre  Franoaii  or  Covent  Gar- 
den, apoD  the  entrance  of  the  BoTereign,  to  greet, 
to  honor,  and  to  aalnle  hia ;  we  bare  wen  that 
part  of  the  audience  from  whom,  for  sixteen 
yeart  before,  noihing  had  been  heard  but  acofia 
and  abaeee,  groans  and  Iumcb,  enthoaiasiieall^ 
join  in  tbe  general  applaose,  and  swell  the  tri- 
Dmpb.  Theae  are  peibape  strong  proofs — I  hope 
they  are  aolid— of  this  state  of  peace  and  har- 
moDf  tbronghoat  the  Union,  of  which  the  Presi- 
dent spcaki.  Whether  that  eoDcord  now  exists 
or  not,  however,  onion  is  aa  object  wbieh  onsht 
always  to  be  kept  in  view  by  the  American  Le- 
gidaii»e,and  particalarly  thoold  not  be  lost  sight 
of  in  eonauniDg  tbe  Coostilolion. 

With  these  general  lamarks,  Hr.  C.  said,  he 
would  proceed  to  follow  gentlemen  in  their  argu- 
ment on  the  Constitaiioaal  qnestion.    Having 
yielded  to  geDllemen  the  rnle  of  oonstmetion  for 
which  they  conlended,  liiat  Congress  eon  Id  exer- 
cise no  power  not  expressly  comma  aiea  ted,  or 
not  proper  and  neeeaiary  to  carry  commouicatcd 
powers  into  eficci,  he  stated  at  once  the  ezteot  of 
the  poaiiion  he  meant  to  assume  and  maintain : 
that  Coagreta  have  tbe  power  to  make  roads  and 
cat  canals  withooi  the  ascent  of  tlie  States.    He 
contended  that  they  have  the  power  to  do  that 
which  appeared  »o  alaraaing  to  gentlemen,  to  fell 
the  oak  of  the  mountain,  to  gather  the  stone 
irhieh  has  slept  for  centuries  nsdess  in  its  bosom 
and  therewith  covtruct  roads — with  tbe  qoalifi' 
cation  which  the  Constilation  hna  provided  in 
)       one  of  its  ameadments,  that,  when  the  Govern- 
I       meot  takes  private  ^opeKy,  it  ia  booud  to  make 
i       compensation  therelor.    He  would  go  farther: 
I        when  tbe  road  ia  once  made,  be  contended  that 
I        Congress  have  a  jurisdiction,  cooenrreoC   with 
I        the  States,  over  the  road,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
I       eervingii,  but  for  no  other  purpoee.    lar^aidto 
all  other  matter*  occnrring  on  iha  road,  whether 
of  Clime,  or  conuael,  dfcc.,  or  any  object  of  juris- 
'       prudence  Dneonnacied  with  the  preeervation  of 
I       the  road,  there  remained  to  the  States  exeloaive 
>        jurisdicUon. 
I  "  Congress  abnlt  have  power  to  establish  post 


office*  aad  port  roadsj"  atya  the  CoBatitntian ; 
and,  to  pat  that  proposiiioD  in  its  clearest  point 
of  view,  Mr.  O.  said  it  would  be  neeeasary  to 
eonoeet  with  this  elsose  th*  teat  branch  of  the 
grant  of  ennmeraled  powers  to  Congress;  when 
tbe  clause  would  thus  read:  "CoDgreaa  shall 
bare  power  to  ^obUaK  post  offices  and  poet 
roads,  and  to  make  all  lawi  which  shall  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  carry  into  exeention  the  power 
to  esfoh/isA  poet  offioea  and  post  roads."  What 
laws,  then,  were  necessary  to  establish  post  roadsl 
If,  said  Mr.  C,  the  gentleman  mlly  be  tbe  Achil- 
les he  has  been  represented  to  be,  here  I  have 
him  by  th*  heel.  What  ia  the  power  to  establish 
pott  roads]  Does  it  merely  mean  to  adopt,  to 
designate,  what  has  before  existed  1  Tbai  was 
the  gentleman's  proposition ;  but  he  would  show, 
from  the  wall-aaeertalned  meaning  of  the  word 
ilsalf,  and  from  tbe  sense  in  which  it  was  used  in 
the  clause  oader  eonsideiation,  and  in  other  parts 
of  tbeCanslitniioa,  that  eMoNtsA,  meant  to  nake, 
to  buQd,  to  conttruct.     He  would  not,  be  said, 

ipsa*  00  tbe  patience  of  the  House  by  intro- 

iiDE  a  dictionary  as  authority  in  this  case; 
bat  if  geattemen  wonid  refer  lo  any  dictionary 
for  the  meaning  of  the  word  establish,  they 
would  find  it  was  not  to  designate,  bnt  lo  make, 
to  eonstract  Tbe  meaning  of  the  expression 
was  strongly  illustrated,  he  said,  when  allied  (o 
post  offices,  to  which  it  referred  as  well  a*  post 
roads.  Could  the  expreaai<Ht  "  to  establish  post 
offices,"  mean  to  designate  some  offices  already 
estaUiabed  by  Biate  authority?  That  would  be 
absurd  ;  for,  there  being  no  post  offiees  previously 
establiabed,  there  were  none  to  adopt  or  desig- 
nate. To  estsblish  a  post  offise,  then,  was  to 
make  an  office;  to  build  or  hire  one,  aad  to  pro- 
vide all  tbe  appnite nances,  "  Toestablish,"  then, 
bad  not  the  meaning  which  Was  contended  for ; 
and  it  was  those  penons  who  construed  away  the 
meaaing  of  the  instroment,  and  not  those  who 
were  for  adhetiag  to  the  Coosiinition,  and  giving 
to  it  that  vigor  which  its  framcrs  intended,  who 
were  chargeable  with  doing  violence  to  its  pro- 
viaions. 

Hr.  C.  then  referred  to  another  part  of  the 
Consiilgtion,  to  show,  that  tbe  word  establish 
not  only  meant  to  moW.  or  to  eonttrucl,  in  the 
genetal  signification  of  the  word,  but  that,  wher- 
ever it  is  used  in  lbs  Constilutioo,  it  is  xn  that 
only  true  and  proper  sense  of  tbe  word.  Thus, 
in  the  clause,  '^Congress  abill  hare  power  to 
establish  a  uniform  system  of  oaturalizstion." 
Did  it  mean— and  on  tbe  gentleman  lay  the  bur- 
den of  proving  that  it  did  mean — that  Congtea* 
have  the  power  only  to  deaignalo  some  pre-exist- 
ing rule?  And  was  sny  maa  so  absurd,  when 
that  question  was  discussed  a  few  days  ago,  as 
to  say,  that  the  power  to  "eaiaUiab  a  nuform 
system  of  bankruptcy,"  left  to  Congress  no  op- 
tion to  adapt  the  system  to  tbe  wants,  or  agticiu- 
tural  and  commercial  condition  of  the  country? 

Further,  this  word  "establish"  occurred  in  Ibe 
first  clause  of  tbe  Constilation—"  We^  tbe  people 
of  the  Uaitcd  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more 
perfect  union, esiaMish  justice,  d^c,  do  ordain  and 
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eUBblwh  this  CoBitilBlioD  fix  ibt  United  BUH* 
of  Ame[ie&."  Id  wtuit  mow,  Mr.  C.  aftked,  wu 
tb«  CoDstilutioD  thus  "«Mbli»bed1''  Was  it  « 
mere  ado^ion  of  a  form  of  Qovernmeat  altead)' 
JBexiBlcnee?  No.  There  ara  prioeiplec  ia  that 
inilrumeat  whteh  are  to  be  foiud  in  do  Cooali- 
Uiioit  preTiomly  eaUiia^.  This  ettablUbncDt 
waa  conairuGtiog  a  CoBaiitutioD,  not  adopting  a. 
Coafedeiaoy,  in  bwaf  piiof  lo  lh«  ConaiitutioD. 
The  word  occurred  ia  otber  paru  of  the  CoaKi- 
lUtioBi  Mr.  C.  aiid^  and  was  uadeviatifigl;  nttd 
la  tbe  MOM  for  wbieh  he  oonteitded.  For  exam- 
ple, "the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
aball  be  TSMed  id  the  Suprane  Court,  and  is  aaeb 
inferior  coDrla  as  tbe  Coiigr«u  maf ,  ifom  time  to 
tine,  ordaia  and  aataUMh/'  What  was  Coogress 
al  libertr  to  do  in  eatabliabinc  tbeae  eonruT 
Were  they  boaod  to  take  Mme  Siala  local  jadi- 
cial  If  item,  or  to  look  for  tboae  sf  tteaw  required 
br  the  want*  and  iotereat*  of  ibe  Coofederaci;  7 
Tbare  in  uot  a  geatleoaD  wbo  haaii  me  who  will 
not  agree,  that,  ia  thii  caw,  tbe  word  detoMwk 
ia  need  in  one  how,  and  onlf  ose  Knae,  as  author- 
ising ConpeM  to  eoDalruct  a  sfiten  aeeordiaf 
to  the  extent  aad  eoareaieoce  of  tbe  country. 

Let  ne.  Mid  Mr.  C,  look  at  tte  utare  of  thla 
power.  1  eoatead,  that  all  the  goremmeDti  in 
ibe  United  Sutei  are  eaiablished  for  tbe  benefit 
of  the  people,  and  that  the  powen  gitea  to  them 
areao  maor  daliei—aaolenD  Lroat,  to  be  eierciaed 
by  the  goverooti  for  the  boneSt  of  tbe  gOTerBcd. 
What,  iheo,  waa  the  olfjeci  of  ihia  power  to  «a- 
tabUtli  poit  oflicea  and  peat  nwdaf  It  waa  to 
diSbaa  informatioti,  to  etreolat*  iaielliganee,  for 
aonmcccial,  miliurjr,  and  aaoial  parpotci,  that 
all  pftru  of  tbe  oonottjr  might  detire  the  beoefita 
iMMtdod  from  tbe  CoutilatiOB.  What  wera  the 
fuaiitie*  BBeewary  to  give  to  tueb  ao  object  tha 
BTcateat  periectioa  of  which  it  i*  atiaeaptibla  I 
For,  Mr.  C  Mid,  be  laid  it  down  aa  appnaeipla, 
thai  it  waa  the  duty  of  the  Qoreruneot  to  gire 
to  aojr  troat  committed  to  its  cbafge,  tha  greateel 
perfection  of  which  it  ia  laaeeptible,  hariog  a 
joet  r^atd  to  all  tha  great  iDleraala  of  tbe  «om- 
muDilr.  Oeneialiiy,  eertaiotf,  and  eeletitf  of 
tranHaieiion.  were  the  qualitiea  to  be  coaewied 
in  tbe  eatabluhmeat  of  post  road*.  What  tan  of 
««riain  tr  wa«  it,  if,  on  tbe  prioeipla  of  genliemeu, 
tbe  mail  ia  liable  to  be  iaierripied,  ea;  la  time 
of  war,  beltreen  the  Seat  of  Qorerameal  and 
New  Oilcaiu,  iha  moti  defenoeleBi  point  in  ike 
Union,  at  the  mere  caprice  of  any  connty  court 
ebooiing  to  cban^e  a  road,  or  commit  any  other 
Ireepaaa,  and  we,  ta  tbe  execution  of  thi«  import- 
RBI  power,  aia  to  sabmii  to  it  T  For,  even  the 
proriiioD  u  the  Virginia  law,  whieh  had  beea 
laferted  to,  availed  nothing  in  argumenl,  ainae 
the  Mme  I«egi*latnre  which  enacted  might,  repeal 
ix.  [Ur.  Babbodb  nid  here,  io  explaaatioD,  that 
be  bad  meBlioned  the  proTisioa  of  tbe  laws  of 
Vitgiaia,  but  iBciden tally— ha  had  tbcn  mid,  that 
the  United  Suiei  had  tiie  right  of  warover  any 
road  which  waa  oaee  declared  a  mail  road.]— 
Then,  reauiBed  Mi.  Clat,  all  is  conceded  that  I 
want.  If  I  BOW  UBdariland  the  gcntlemao,  then, 
w*  hara  iho  ligbt  of  iray  over  mail  roads,  and 


it  it  to  coafarfed  ap)n  ds,  by  virna  of  iklaCom- 
stiiacioB,  that  no  Virgiaia  gcntleaiBa,  or  VirgiuB 
court,  can  iDterrapi  that  right.  Wbat  aon  ef 
right  of  way  was  thai,  Mr.  C.  asked,  wh4~~    ' 


waa  no  road  J  IfCoograa  bareiberiffaiaf  anir, 
aay  not  also  the  means  to  make  tbat  rigu 
ii  i    What  1  said  he,  is  it  cootondBd  thai 


we  have  the  right  of  way  for  tha  purpose  of  e 
ealatiag  intelligence. and  that  we  poeeeaano  poww 
to  imyroveandmake  that  right <tf  way  eflacwall 
A  mail  road  ia  desigBaied ;  being  ao  deel«r«^  it 
ia  admitted,  that  tbe  ecniDty  eonrta  oaBBol  chaage 
■1;  that  the  Slate  cannot  cbaog*  it,  was  afiur 
oonsequeDee  from  that  eoDclnaioo.  Bat  tbe  a^ 
ject  for  which  the  road  was  originally  eataWsha^ 
by  the  local  aothority^  bas  ceased.  There  m  ao 
looger  any  motive  far  lu  rquiration  or  \nmtm- 
tioa.  Tbe  keal  authorttv  will  BOt,  ttiofvforc,  re- 
pair it.  The  local  avtoority  eaanot  be  acted 
upon  by  ttM  OeDeial  Qovenamenl  to  maprt  in 
repamtioD.  Tbe  Oneral  OovemraeM  b*s  aot 
the  tight  to  repair  it.  According  to  tbe  aiguaaaw 
on  the  other  side— it  cannot  remove  a  fallca  tn^ 
Of  any  other  impediiqeai.  It  bai^  It  ia  tma,  the 
tight  of  way,  but  it  has  no  right  to  get  aloeg  this 
way.  If  tbe  geailemaB  wIlTexcaia  the  ezpna- 
*ion,  I  eanaot  view  a  powv,  ibns  qaaliflal^  tbot 
admitted,  at  tha  same  time  that  it  is  sabataBtiaUy 
deoiedi  in  aay  other  than  a  ridicaloiia  light. 

But  It  appeared,  that  thegeatlemaa  waaalarmcd 
at  the  ooaseqaeoeot  of  tbe  eienisa  of  ibis  pemr 
by  the  Qeneral  Oorarament,  becatiso  tbo  State 
l^overiuMnu,  bBvin^  a  like  power,  wooJd  Bomt- 
ttmes  come  ia  oollision,  and  a  coaitei  ef  aeibon- 
lies  taigfat  ensue.  Mr.  CtaidbefehBoalanBoB 
thishead.  ThepoweroftheQenMalGovenkaaent 
to  lay  taxes,  he  presaaaed,  was  itat  meaUeited. 
Suppose  the  Oeneral  OorcrancBt  tlRmd  lay  a  tax 
OB  a  pariicDlar  article,  and  tha  Slate  governmeet 
ehouU  also  tax  it.  The  gentlamaa  hlntself  had 
said  we  have  the  power  to  appoint  colleetOT*— 
end  he  waa  anrprised  he  had  yielded  even  so  mneb, 
aod  that  he  had  not  denied  tha  power  to  appoiet 
colleetore^  aiaee  every  maa  migbt  bo  rcfbired 
penooally  to  cobm  to  the  Treasury,  and  pbee 
his  moaey  there.  Snpposea  collision  dwaUarise 
between  the  two  eoUecton,  as  to  whiob  bad  tbe 
paramount  right — which  would  pfeTail,  Mr.  C 
would  not  say  j  it  wa*  a  legal  qnestiee,  which 
the  geatleaaaa  from  Peaatylrania  in  hb  eye, 
(Mr.  Uopbjm80n)  eonid  aaiwet  belter  tbaa  h*-^ 
but  be  bad  stated ihe easa,  tosbow,lhBt  wbcrcrw 
there  is  an  taifwrjam  in  jaiperto,  as  in  our  fom 
of  government,  there  Doceisarily  will  be  eoUiuoBL 
la  suab  caaes,  reason,  moderatioa,  and  good  seaic, 
most  come  into  tbe  eouaeiU  of  the  QaveraMcat, 
and  reconcile  thiseonfliciaf  jurisdiciioai  as  they 
can.  A  power  to  establish  a  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States,  is  asserted  and  exercised  by  the  United 
States,  which  some  of  tbe  Biaies  deny  j  aad  they 
have  already  attempted  to  exclude  the  bneehes 
of  that  baal^  by  imposing  taxes  on  them.  Here, 
Mr.  C.  said,  waa  another  eoUisioD  ;  and  pRhapa 
he  should  be  aectised  of  hostility  to  the  States, 
when  be  said,  tbai  he  believed  ihey  had  not  tbe 
power  to  exile  these  baDks ;  and  that,  tbe  power 
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bnag  gnMti  ta  ik*  Vmini  84mm,  tkc  SuMi 
iadividaall?  had  aa  powtr  u  «xtrciM  bbv  gob- 
uol  over  tbe  buib  tbn*  uiabliabed,  bat  D|r  (be 
CoBsUtatMMMl  pioecM  of  eJcoUon,  ebaagiof  tbait 
RepreaenMiiTM  on  ihu,  and  on  the  otMt  ioar  ^ 
CcMi|[r«a*.  The  e«a  wkieh  bnd  bafa  tbnKiM4, 
of  loadB  Mtablwhed  \>f  lb*  Oeaeni  and  Siale 
aaiboTilici,  tu&Diaf  parallel,  wa«  nM  likely  to 
occur.  N0|  Mid  ke,  depend  apon  it,  tke  Swm 
will  aenept,  witb  avidiif,  the  wantr  propoaed  i« 
be  b«st«mt  on  than,  and  will  not  refoM  a  mat 
bcBcfit  from  a»j  Cutidiout  Jealooar  of  iba  band 
wbieb  flfiera  il. 

UaileT  bii  aonebvatioB  af  ibe  Canelitaiiaa, 
Mr.C  said,  therecooU  nriMaoeoUiBianbetireaB 
tha  OoTerattaaia.  Tbe  Miaalatiaa  of  the  iatel- 
liccnca  of  tbe  eoanury  «u  an  oUeei  of  greii  in- 
petienae,  It  woald  b«  eoDfeetea;  in  laepect  to 
wbieh,  an  jaequlity  now  exiaia  in  the  oondilinn 
*£  tke  eitiaea*  (rf  vaiioHs  paita  of  tbe  oouauy, 
wbieb,  ahhoofh  aa^oieacad  in  fron  neeaaeiijr. 
wenld  be  an  aneeaung  ohjact  of  loljaitada  and 
TVEBOBatranea  until  renedied.  What,  ha  aeked, 
was  the  ineqetlil]r  of  the  aiimtiMi,  for  inataaaa, 
of  meniken  on  ihis  floor,  eeming  mm  diiirani 
pertB  of  the  eiHinirr  1  For  eevm  aaeoceaive  maili, 
aaid  be,  for  tbe  wnnt  ef  tha  ezeteiie  «f  thia  rigbt 
of  <wa;,  we  bava  iaqniied  ia  rata  al  ika  p<M  of- 
ftoe  for  letiem  from  the  West  infonwnf  a*  par- 
hapa  af  the  late  <rf  aenc  liekfrieBda  and  relallTea 
at  home,  or  of  tbe  ataie  of  oar  private  aoneeree, 
aad  for  Beren  Bneoanire  nailt  have  wa  baex  bald 
in  piinfnl  ■otpente  ;  whibi  geotleMem  from  the 
•aaporM  have  reeelrtd  thaii  daily  inteUigenee 
with  that  »ort  of  eeitaiatf  aifd  eelerity  wbiob 


II  «erei«ing  ib  powet  ■  properly,  when 
■Bch  an  ioeqnalitj  prevailed  in  reepcet  to  difief- 
ent  leeliona  of  (he  coantry  7  Did  it  become  aea- 
tlemen,  not  nbjeci  to  thii  iaeouTenieMe,  w  which 
wa  are  eeutantly  axpoaed  arery  em  inn  of  Con- 
gren,  le.iay,  that  tbcy  woald  deny  to  olher  paHa 
af  the  Uniae,  the  great  iaterior,  wcftamaDd  ether 
aeetkna  of  the  eaeatry,  tha  mbo  advaaiagei 
whioh  (hey  darire  from  the  eelerity  and  acitainiy 
ot  the  Buua?  He  coBeeired  not,  and  be  woald 
i»t  impMa  te  Ibeia  (bal  tntaalion. 

Tbe  frieitdi  of  tbe  powH  of  tha  Oeeetal  Qor- 
craneat,  for  which  he  eoetended,  ml^t  itop  here. 
It  w«e  not  neewiary  for  them  to  torn  to  etber 
parte  of  (be  CoaaiitaticHi ;  for,  haTiag  proved  tbe 
power  u>  make  pott  roads,  it  was  ceriaialjr  no 
otgection  te  the  power  ihat  these  loads  mighl 
alao  be  need  for  other  pnrpoeet.  It  wae  latbai  a 
reeommaadation  that  olher  object*,  beaefieial  to 
the  people^  migbi  be  thns  aitaind,  tliaiish  not 
wiihio  the  word*  of  the  Coaeiilation.  Whence 
the  power  be  anked,  the  great,  the  iDtereuing 
power,  which  Congren  are  invoked  by  »  many 
petition!  to  ezereite,  of  promoting  tbe  mannfae- 
tnrec  of  the  country!  There  ii  no  Meh  power 
in  the  CosMilntioo.  Bal  Congrew  hare  tbe  power 
to  lery  laxei ;  and,  nadcr  that  power,  night  ao 
amorijon  the  taxci,  that,  beeidea  railing  arerenne, 
the  maanlaeMica  of  im  eonntry  might  be  pia- 


raeltd;  wbieb  wainerer  thenght  of  ni  «i  «b)e» 
lien  te  the  eaereiM  of  (be  power  ef  layiia;  oucet. 
And,  wid  be,  baving  (be  power  to  eitabliBh  poet 
roadi,  may  we  not,  at  (be  lamc  time,  after  harlag 
eeutrBelcdtbem,allowthem  to  be  used  for  other 
putpiMea,  eonnected  with  tbe  good  of  eactMy? 

Here,  Utce.  he  repeated,  the  power  ef  making 
roada  wf  ht  be  lealcd,  at  in  expreia  lerma  graMed 
by  tbe  Conatitniien.  But,  be  taid,  tbeie  ware 
other  parti  af  tbe  Cooaiiiaiiaa  to  whieb,  alae,lM 
woaM  eall  (be  attention  of  the  Commtttae,  whiefa 
would  e4(Mllf,  in  hia  judgiaeat,  aetborize  (bia 
pewee  by  derinlioa. 

The  powtt  (o  eta  the  pbyeieai  forec  of  the 
cottDtiy  le  repel  invation,  tappreta  ianrreetian, 
Ac,  wae  one  conferred  by  unqaetii  enable  great, 
tbe  leveial  claoaea  rtipeeting  wbiah  be  woaki 
not  iaugue  tbe  Committee  by  quoting;  b(HlbeR 
waa  one  clauae  wbieb  did  net  attract  general  no- 
tice, to  which  be  woald  point  their  attention. 
"  The  United  S(aiei  aball  guanaty  to  every  Sute 
'  in  thia  Uaiea  a  repablioan  ftona  of  gevaromeat, 
'and  ahnll  protect  eadi  of  them  agnioat  inv^ 
'  eion  t  and,  on  application  of  the  LagialaMre,  ar 
'  of  the  Eaecstive,  (when  (he  LegitlMnre  caaaet 
'beeonreiMd,;|MniBatdometluTiolecMe.''  Ticni, 
foe  every  poaiiUe  parpoae  to  which  it  ao^  be 
■eeeitary  la  reeori  t«  force,  Mr.  C.  laid,  the  Coo- 
ttitniioa  bad  clothed  (be  Government  with  com- 
pkie  power  to  exeteiw  tbe  pbyueal  force  of  the 
nation.  He  begged  leave  te  itate  here,  that  every 
man  wbo  leoka  at  the  ConetiMtioa  Jn  ibe  aalrit 
to  entitle  him  to  tha  ehaneMr  ef  an  Amariaan 


which  tltia  nation  ia  deetiaed  to  reach  in  the  Mak 
ef  oaiiona  We,  aaid  he,  are  not  legiatating  Sat, 
ihi*  Komeai  only,  ar  fot  the  present  geaemuea, 
or  for  tbe  ptaeoai  papulatcd  Umita  of  (bete  Btalat  j 
bnt  01U  acta  mmt  embrace  a  wider  aeope  Tcaeb- 
ing  north  weal  wardly  to  the  Paeifte,  and  mete 
aontbwardly  (o  the  rircr  Del  Nerta^  Imagine 
thii  extant  of  lerrltery  covered  with  aiur,  or  aav- 
enty,  ot  an  hnndccd  miiliens  ef  pecpw.  Tbe 
poweta  wbieb  exiat  in  thii  Oevemmcnt  now  will 
eziM  then,  aad  thcaa  which  will  eaiat  then  exiat 
now.  For  1  have  no  idea  tl  ibe  poweta  wbteh 
come  into  eiiatanee  en  oceaaiene— each,  for  in- 
ttanen,  aa  tbe  tight  of  way,  which  gentlamen  ad- 
mit to  beleng  le  an  army  on  ita  nurch.  Tbe 
powen  BOW  Blitt  in  all  the  modiioMioaa  aad  ez' 
tent  ef  wbieb  ib^  wooU  be  amecptible  for  the 
wnola  nnd  pn^iaa  of  the  aopniation  whiefa 
beranftor  wiU  antmate  the  aaiUce  of  oar  ezlaB- 
aiva  gennlry.  Bnppaoc,  then,  (be  eonntry  to  be 
only  a  little  moK  napaloBi  thaa  it  in  at  piaaMt. 
Look  at  (be  line  of  the  Atlantic,  and  that  of  Iba 
Miatinippi— look  bew  nature  invitee  you  to  make 
perfect  the  geegtaphieal  adrantagca  whieb  aha 
bae  gmnted  to  yon ;  and,  toeping  in  view  ibe 

S«nt  piioeiple  of  preaerviag  tbe  Onion  of  the 
Utea,  aee  bow  eiaealial  ia  tbe  power,  hew  im- 
portant ila  exerci*e,of  eonnealing  iheae  two  great 
linta   by  meena  of  roeda  and    eanale.     Hcml 
«  have  a  powerful  operation}  and  tbe  m^rt^ 

of  people  from  Ibe  Ailaotie  to  the  Weiian 

Statu  will  produce  an  affinity  and  coniaogainily 
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West,  wbieh  will  last  for  ■  long  time;  bat  do- 
peitd  upoD  it,  wheawxiMT  ii  Mtiled  dowD.  ■«  it 
will  before  loDS  be,  iheae  moial  canm  will  Iom 
their  cffecL  lliope  it  will  not  be  wbiltt  I  lira, 
uid  Hr.  C. ;  bat  the  man  who  does  not  look  for- 
ward to  anotber  ■lata  irf  things,  when  pbTsie4l 
MOMS  will  bars  llieir  inflaenca,  ii  nnwoithf  ot 
baring  a  plaee  here.  What,  then,  Ht.  C.  de- 
awndcd,  ovght  we  to  dol  We  ofigbt,  bf  the 
mean*  within  oar  power,  to  eoanienct  die  pp*- 
ntion  of  tfaeae  phrueel  caoiea.  RecoUect,  tetd 
he,  that,  with  regard  to  the  MieaiMlppi,  a  new 
,  epoch  has  been  imdaced  in  in  narigatjon  br  the 
■enina  of  FuIiod.  But,  notwiihatanding  til!  the 
laeilitr  thas  gireo  to  the  naTigation  of  that  rirer 
and  itB  tribatary  streima,  it  it  mr  settled  eosTie- 
tion  thei,  if  the  Oeneral  OoTeinmeBt  penetrates 
throngh  ifae  IntcrTcniog  moaalaina  br  roads,  eon- 
nectiag  the  narigeble  strennu  on  eaeb  side  of 
ibun,  and  brsaeb  links  il  for  exampl^  the  great 
canal  of  New  York — an  objeet  which  he  renrd- 
ed  u  of  Ibe  fini-rite  ImporlaDce;  if  the  Got- 
«tnmeat  thus  coonleraels  pbrsical  effeetc  by  phy- 
sieal  mean^  the  result  will  be  forcTer  to  retain 
two-thirds  in  valae  of  the  commerce  in  foreign 
commodities  of  Ohio,  Kentnckf,  Western  Penn* 
sylvaoia,  Indiana,  Illiaois,  dbc-  in  the  old  chan- 
nel. With  regard  to  the  artielee  oi  foreirn  pro- 
doetion,  of  great  weight,  or  <^  great  balk  and 
little  ralae,  or  of  great  fragility,  thef  may  gene- 
nllf  take  the  coarse  of  the  Musbsippi;  bat  of 
iha  Tnlnable  coramoditiea,  in  idatioa  lo  which 
CKpenae  of  transportation  was  a  sabordinate  eon- 
■ideration,  thrce-fourtbi  woidd  still  pass  from  the 
.  Atlantio  ciliei  lo  the  Ohio,  dtc.  Coold,  ihen,  a 
belter  basis  for  the  Union,  a  stronger  lie  to  con- 
nect the  varioas  parts  of  the  countrr  together,  be 
eoneeiTed,  than  that  of  which  be  had  spoken? 
Foreign  commerce,  said  he,  it  the  spoilt  danghtn 
of  thu  OoTernaieaL    We  deck  her  onl  in  the 


■gents  abroad  to  erenr  elime  and  ersry  lorereign, 
from  the  Emparot  of  Hajrti  to  the  Czar  of  Hoe- 
cow,  Id  prosecate  bee  inienats.  Bat  when  the 
dd  respectable  mniron  AgrienltDie  asks  us  for 
eomething  for  her  aMommodniioD,   genttemen 


uvi   ■owiuiuinmuuuj     nuuvuvii 

r  a  gown  even  of  Tirgiaia  elotb. 
iked,  was  it  poesiMc  ihe  Consti- 


lOt  gi 

Bat,  Bar.  w  a«Bcii,  ^mm  h  | 
tation  had  prohibited  lo  Congress  the  power  to 
regnlaie  commerce  between  a<yotning  and  c 

mmoos  Sutcsl    Ha  never  had  been  mon 

ished  than  bv  the  argnmeot  of  the  first  gentleman 
who  tpoke  tnis  morning,  (Mr.  Shttb,)  and  bis 
able,  lof^eoions,  and  learned  coUeagae.  The 
power  BiTca  bj  the  Constitation  to  regalateeom- 
meree  "among  the  several  States"  applied,  ae- 
eording  to  their  doctrine,  only  to  the  regalation 
of  the  coasting  trade.  And  am  I,  said  Hr.  G^ 
who  come  from  the  interior  of  the  coantry,  to  be 
told  that  the  Consliiation  was  made  for  the  At- 
UnUe  margin  of  the  coantrf  oaljr ;  that,  in  regard 
to  the  great  power  of  regulalioff  internal  oom- 
mere^  fndiann,  Ohia  Ken tackr, Tennessee,  and, 
indeed,  all  patu  of  ine  ioierioi,  are  to  be  whoUr 


denied  the  benefit  of  iti  The  Cooatitntin  kit 
no  such  limited  meaning.  It  wms  intended  nte 
irate  with  the  bonndariea  of  oat  eon- 


ihed*bf  its  tide-water,  hare  ma  mach  ligkt  n 
the  benefit  of  its  provisions  as  an^  other  ptitil 
the  coaairy. 

The  power  to  regalatc  commerce  with  forcip 
nationsj  Ur.  C.  said,  was  conferred  on  Conftoi 
in  ptecuelf  the  nme  lerou  as  that  of  regnlitiit 
commerce  among  the  several  States:  the  teo 
powers  therefore  most  bare  aa  eqaat  laiinjtiil 
constraetion.  What  was  the  iDter[welaliDn  irtieL 
bf  the  dailjr  acta  of  Con^ren,  the  first  of  line 
graati  of  poWN  had  received  7  When  ikeqtua- 
lion  arose  between  the  Btate  and  Oeneral  Got- 
emmenta,  respecting  the  right  of  a  peniciUi 
power,  he  admitted  it  was  no  plea  for  either  a 
ofer  to  theother  that  it  had  alreadr  eiereji«'  t^i 
power ;  bat,  if  he  coold  show  tha^  uaier  s  girn 
clanse  of  the  Consliiation,  a  power  had  been  tiet- 
eised  b;  Congress,  favorable  to  a  paniedai  iniei- 
eat— aad  he,  representing  an  eaalocma  intetot, 
asked  the  power  to  be  cxcreiaed  for  nit  beii(fi[,i< 
was  no  argaroeai  in  the  mouth  of  CoDgresi,  ilitli 
having  exercised  Ihe  power  in  one  tniuaee,  ii 
coold  not  be  exercised  in  the  other.  Coapm, 
under  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commtrte. 
had  provided  for  the  erection  and  maintenaauaf 
ligh^haoses,  established  buojv  am)  picTLbaiit  en- 
tom-boaiea,  Ac.,  and  giveaererf  poaaibie  factlilT 
to  it ;  and  all  these  powers,  in  all  their  varietr 
and  eitant,  had  beea  iacidenlallf  derived  from 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce.  It  wia  the 
bounden  datf  of  CongTeaeU  repeat  all  tbewlawi, 
or  to  pass  acts  of  an  analogeai  charaetir,  for  tht 
benefit  of  the  iaienut  eommeree  of  the  coaBtrf. 
How  otherwise  was  internal  commNce,  or  eoa- 
merce  among  the  interior  States,  to  be  rege- 
lated or  bciiiUted,  but  bv  the  exercise  of  tk 
power  for  which  he  contended,  and  which  itttfta* 
tleman  from  Virginia  denied?  It  ougbi  a*" 
be  overlooked,  in  this  view  of  the  qneitioi,  lui 
no  State  can  enter  into  a  compact  with  usu^f 
Btato,  beiog  forbidden  bj  the  OonstiiaiioD.  a, 
da  sample,  Eentuekf,  or  an;-  adjunioi:  StiO| 
ahoold  desire  to  have  a  road  or  canal  pu"*! 
Ihnogh  the  tmritoriea  of  both,  for  their  nnai'l 
accommodation,  there  was  no  way  in  wtiie'  ''' 
olgect  could  be  accomplished.  Ii  coatd  bcefefn 
by  the  Ckneial  Qovcrnment  alone,  by  kMp<< 
the  objeet  of  nnlou  in  view,  in  coastraiBE  |°' 
Constitution,  and  giving  to  the  claase  reapM<>H 
internal  commerce  that  construction  whicli  sH 


been  given  to  the  clause  reipecting  forelp— -, 
metee;  aad  which  it  was  equally  the  dUr'' 
Coogteaa  to  give  in  regard  to  the  one  si  to  IM 
other.  .. 

Thwe  was  one  part  of  this  subject,  Hr.  C  ""■ 
which  be  touched  wiih  no  improper  isU"™' 
and  with  all  the  delicacy  which  belonged  u  "^ 
It  is  not  a  question  in  regard  to  the  rectsV^ 
the  country,  how  it  is  to  be  raised ;  f>ot  it  >*  ' 
question  of  no  uaessential  character,  bow  '1'"*'^ 
nne,  when  raised,  is  to  be  expended— the  P*"' 
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when  it  u  to  be  dubancd.  tnd  oo  wbat  objects, 
Woold  it  be  coatended  toat,  in  recpect  to  the 
twenty-five  milUoD*  lo  which  our  lereaue  has 
risen,  and  to  the  fifif  or  liziy  miltioas  lo  irbicb 
it  mKy  rise,  ihet  (here  is  no  object  in  the  interior 
worthy  of  the  Bpplieuioa  of  aoy  pari  of  it,  bat 
that  it  most  all  tie  lavjibed  od  the  mBrgia  of  the 
ocean  ?  That  Bocloe,  and  Norfolk,  aod  New 
York,  uid  Fortamoiith,  were  to  be  left  to  aeramble 


lisbmeoiB,  aod  that  the  great  agrienltoral  botty  of 
the  conntry  was  to  be  the  panire  spectator  of  ihe 
gains  of  the  seaboard  from  the  labor  of  the  inte- 
rior? Was  ha  lo  be  told  that  from  that  interior 
one  conlinoed  stream  of  riches  waa  (o  flow  into 
the  Tieunry  of  the  Uaiied  Statei,  without  a  sio- 
gle  drop  falliDg  lo  fertilize  the  soil  tbroagh  which 
It  pasaesl  Or,  would  it  oot  be  admitted  that 
c^ual  jostice  to  all  parts  of  the  cooatry  reqaired 
that  the  revenne  shoald  be  more  eqaally  dislribO' 
led  for  the  benefit  of  the  rcspeeiive  parts  of  it  7 
The  power  then  to  legolale  the  foreign  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  haTiog  received  ita  exposi- 
tion, aueb  as  he  had  stated  it,  from  the  earliest 
date  of  the  Coiuiitution,  it  was  an  a^ument  of 
irreaiNlible  force,  addressed  lo  this  QoTemmenl, 
to  indnoe  it  to  repeal  those  laws,  or  to  esiead 
equal  facilities  to  the  internal  eoniMree  of  the 
conn  try. 

Witn  regard  to  precedent*,  as  beaiing  on  this 
qBeatioD,  the  Committee  eoald  not  bave  hot  ob- 
serred,  Mr.  C.  said,  that,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virgiaia,  when  the  precedents  in  point  bore 
against  toe  honorable  geoileman,  iney  were 
wholly  rejected,  and  it  was  abatniaable  id  tie 
down  the  miads  of  the  members  by  mles  of  eon- 
struotion,  from  whateTcr  aniboriry  derived.   Bot 


when  those  precedents  were  in  favor  of  his  doe- 

lafr.  - 

ring  to  the  aet*  by  dates  and  titles;  and  io  this 


(Tine,  said  Ik 


we  find  the  gentleman  refer- 


dunes: 


Toanner  the  gentlemaa  had  endeavored  to  show 
that  the  clause  in  the  Conslilutian  respeetiag  the 
asiablishment  of  post  roads  meant  aesignalicm 
merely.  There  was,  Mr.  C.  said,  one  complete 
answer  lo  tbie  argument,  derived  from  the  acts 
passed  in  the  infancy  of  this  Qorommeni,  when 
the  Tieaaory  waa  impoveiisked ;  it  was  not  at 
all  exuaoidiaary  thai  the  Ctovemment  did  not 
at  that  period  mdertak*  to  eonstrnct  roads  or 
cnt  eanaU— it  would  have  been  eitiaordimry 
indeed  if  they  bad  doaa  so  nader  soeh  cireun^ 
■lances.  The  laws  jaused  at  that  day  were 
passed  wilhoot  any  disenmion  in  lektion  to  the 
sot^eci,  as  far  aa  ha  had  heard,  and  eoold  there- 
'  fore,  by  no  implication,  be  coastraed  to  involve  a 
sairender  of  the  pawer. 

Ttie  gentleman  had  yielded,  that  a  military 
road  might  be  consiraeied  by  the  Govemoirat, 
under  a  concurrence  of  eircnmslanees,  vie,  first, 
a  stale  of  war;  aad, seeondly,  a  condition  of  the 
Army  requirii^  the  road  to  eleel  a  patiiaolar 
military  operation.  Pmdence,  Mr.  C.  said,  fotc- 
east,  the  providing  for  eonliitgeneies,  a  prepara- 
tion in  iwaee  for  war,  were  lavorite  themes  of 
the  present  dayj  and  well  might  thay  ba  dwelt 


open,  and  eofcwced  upon  the  Committee  aad  on 
ihe  nation,  after  the  experience  of  the  late  war. 
He  asked  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir* 


scenes  which  oecnrred  in  its  progress  might  not 
have  been  prevMited,  bad  we  hare  ha3  good 
roods  provided  in  anticipation,  for  the  collection 
and  transportation  of  our  physical  force  and  mil- 
itary means  1  If  such  roads  had  then  existed, 
we  shoald  have  had,  Mr.  C.  said,  a  diflerent  re> 
salt  to  Ihe  campaign  whieh  terminated  in  ibe 
ignoroinioos  larrender  of  Hall,  and  to  some  other 
campaigns,  with  a  naniaalar  referenee  lo  tfae 
oecnrrences  of  wbioti  he  wonld  not,  at  preaent, 
trouble  the  House.  If  the  exigencies  of  the  oe- 
casion  bad  been  aniieipated  aad  provided  toi, 
would  that  disgracefol  aeene  have  happened  at 
Ihe  Capital,  to  which  no  American  could  reevr 
without  feeling  the  Mood  fly  into  his  faee'l 
Wonld  it  have  happened,  if  the  means  of  inter- 
conne  had  been  properly  imptored,  from  which 
we  shoald  have  called  for  the  means  of  Ibeeoiu- 
try  for  its  defence  7  He  eonfidently  answered 
that  it  would  not. 

But  the  gentleman  had  asked,  would  we  make 
a  road  for  ordinary  nrposes,  under  the  poWH  to 
make  a  military  road  1  Tes, said  Hr. CI  would. 
It  Is  ao  objection  to  constructing  a  post  road  or 
military  road,  that  it  may  also  be  used  for  the 
porpose  of  circulating  the  commodities  of  the 
eoualry,  for  the  purpose  of  travetliag,  or,  in  short, 
for  any  of  the  geaeral  pnrpoaes  of  commerce  and 
of  Boeiciy. 

If,  Ur.  0.  said,  he  were  disposed  to  trespaat 
longer  on  the  time  aod  patience  of  the  Honse, 
the  stale  of  his  health  would  not  permit  it;  he 
wonld,  therefore,  hasten  to  close  his  remarks. 
He  rested  the  power  for  which  he  contended  on 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  conalnwd 
with  a  dne  and  necessary  regard  to  the  ohjeota 
with  a  view  to  whieh  il  ts  formed.  We  are  not 
to  look  at  ihat  iostrament,  said  he^  with  the  eye 
of  en  iflgeaioBs  advocate,  who  is  seekiof  to 


Seat  destinies  of  our  eonnUT}  to  refleet,  that 
e  power*  granted  by  the  Coneiitntion  are  Ihe 
same  at  all  times  j  that  they  apply  with  preeisely 
the  same  extent  lo  a  popnlalionof  Ave  aaof  AAy 
miUions.  Ton  are  to  look  to  the  great  parpoaee 
for  which  the  Cooeliintioa  was  made.  That  of 
union  was  the  first  and  deoreat  i^ect,  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  country  was  turned  in  all  it* 
deliberations  I  and,  allhougn  I  should  ba  the  last 
to  deny  that  yon  are  to  find  your  power  to  do  a 
pariicolar  act  in  the  specific  grants  in  the  Con- 
stiluiioD,  when  you  apply  to  them  rales  of  eon- 
slroelionj  yon  are  not  to  forget  the  parposea  of 
the  Consiiintioo,  and  the  duties  you  are  called 
on  to  fulfil,  Ihat  of  pteserviog  union  being  one 
of  the  greatest  magnitude.  The  facilitation  of 
commerce  among  the  several  Btaies  being  greatly 
proeaotive  of  ibal  otgect,  ought  to  reoelVe  our 
attention.  The  transportation  of  military  force 
and  atana,  for  the  preeeivation  of  i&mmuuai^ 


idbyCoO^le 


17T9 


HtSTOUT  OF  a050BSSS. 


1180 


Habcb,  1918. 


qnitliiy,  or  for  repelling  foreign  Rg^rMiion.  balDg 
io^rtiBt  to  the  istcDiioQ  of  either  of  (heu 
dnuet^  it  ought  to  be  provided  for  with  a  due 
foreeMi,  bf  the  coBatroetloo  ef  roath  antt  of 
oaaab.  To  tbew  purposes,  and  lo  the  eircula- 
lion  of  iateUigeoee  Deeeuair  lo  the  ezitluee  of 
oor  QoTeroHieni,  li  h  inaiBpensable  that  we 
shMild  bft*e  ihem;  whilat,  by  so  ioirsg,  do  legit- 
imate power  of  the  SiMe  gorerBmeals  i*  io- 
U»abed  npooi  noauribiue  OMirped— forto  ihtm 
it  iirll  left  every  mvoieipal  power,  and  erery 
power  eeaeBtial  to  Mvercign  ebarastn  «r  fede- 
nie  States. 
'  Reatiog  the  natiiteDMee  of  the  prapoeiilon 
indar  eoaaidetBttMi  on  socfa  grovDOi,  Mr.  C. 
said  be  ahoald  mk  atop  t«  soiiee  tbet  part  of  the 
a^lUMeat  idatiDg  ta  tke  eonaeot  of  the  Stalea. 
He  w«al4,  howcTer,  rehire  it  a*  sreltnioary  to 
«Z«r«suig  the  power  wKhia  any  State,  not  that 
itwai  MaesiMy,  bai  beeauee  it  wai  deairaUe; 
and,  with  that  pntdeace  aod  noderation  which 
sbouM  ehaiaoierize  the  aau  of  the  Qovermnntt 
relBliiig  lo  tta  iaianwl  pollfl^,  the  power  perfaape 
OMhtuMiD  beevarvised  witBowt  Btieh  eonseiiL 

AAer  rcluTaiDg  his  Ilianks  to  the  Ceaanitiae 
ibr  the  atteatloD  with  whieh  tbey  had  braeed 
kjna,  Mr.  a  roMMMd  bis  (mc 

Hr.  BAa»ODH  Mid  that,  la  ibe  eoweeof  bis 
MHMrb,  the  BnaiKR  bad  theoght  proper  to  re- 
£iT  10  a  pert  of  hii  argiBMtit,  and  a^fply  to  it  the 
ephhet  "  rldlaalMM."  He  had  tleeo  to  say,  (bat 
it  was  hU  habit  ia  debate  to  obaerre  the  moet 
perfect  poUWaesa  to  his  opponeDts ;  and  that  he 
had  always  eDdesrored,  and  he  woold  adviee  the 
SraAKiK  lo  that  eoaree,  to  prove  their  argameata 
ridicalaa*,  rather  than  to  call  tbem  m  ;  heeause, 
if  an  arganaol  Was  ridlealom,  the  House  woald 


tna^  mM  Mr.  B^  to  determine  whether  I  no  ele- 
ratm  ny  eiiian,  or  n«  i«  far  iato  fatnrily,  as  le 
Mlitle  aayself  te  the  ehaiaeter  of  an  "AoMricaD 
— ..    ^m^  ^g  ^^  ^^ij^  J  would  say,  that 


I  reaui^  however  elevated,  nor 
Mini^  however  bsmble,  eaa  be  either  Malted  or 
fcaresaed  by  each  KBtarks. 

Ur.  Clat  nid  be  was  alweye  obltevi  to  any 
•aaibradviae;  when  good, he  riioiild  foUow il 
whaa  otherwise,  bo  ahoold  not.  He  had  allied 
Ihe-apllhet  ri^onlon,  be  said,  to  Ae  gentleiDMi'a 


STi 


[«neat,  and  not  to  binaNJf.  I  nay  not,  said 
__r.C.,  have  the  eaine  etavatod  opinion  af  what 
the  geMleman  ehooaea  le  sabmlt  to  the  Honac, 
aa  he  ba«  himself.  What  I  said  was,  that  ai  the 
geailetnan  adtaiued  tlut  we  have  the  right  of 
way  over  poet  mads,  to  deny  tbe  nse  of  that 
ri|ttt  i*  ridiculovM.  I  did  not  mean,  in  what  I 
Mid,  to  claim  for  myself  the  ebaracter  of  an 
Amerioan  siaieiiBaQ.  I  did  not  deny  ii  lo  the 
gantlemaD  from  Viigini^— I  thiok  he  i«  an  emi- 
nent Btatcsman— an  ornament  to  his  eonatry, 
and  to  this  Honte^  in  which  I  am  happy  to  serve 
with  him.  We  view  the  ConsliiaiioD,  however, 
with  different  eyes;  be  eonsiders  everything 
gained  lo  lb*  States  from  tbe  CbMial  Qorera- 


ment  as  soaiethiog  snatched  from  a  foreign  Tow- 
er. I  eofieider  it  as  a  Oovenment  co-ordiaUe 
wtth  tbem,  and  tbe  true  constToetian,  I  think,  is 
to  give  to  it  all  ibat  vigor  and  vitatiiy  wbwt 
rigfatfolly  belong  to  il. 

Hr.  Babbodb  Mid,  ta  rejoiader,  thai  he  was 
still  of  ojsinioa,  on  whi^,  however,  it  was  to 
tbe  Hooee  to  dc«ide,  that  tbe  error  wms  in  ik 
Spbakek's  obeervationi,  and  aM  in  his  (Ur. 
R'l)  argnmeaL 

And  the  Cownoittce  roeeat  a  late  bo«r,  and  the 
HoBse  adjonmed. 

HomaY,  Uaieh  9. 

J«BM  CaoanLL  BMieated,  prodaeed  hi*  er»- 
doMials,  wae  qsalifled,  and  took  hie  aaat  ae  tbe 
delwaie  from  tbe  Territory  of  Alrinma. 

Bfr.  WiLLiAna,  frooa  the  Coaamitiee  of  Clainf 
ande  a  report  on  the  petiiioa  of  Thomas  B.  9%- 
rieb,  whioh  wae  read;  when  Ur.  W.  reported  a 
bill  tut  the  relief  of  Tbotnas  B.  Parish ;  wfaiab 
was  read  twice,  and  cniamiited  to  a  Ca^«itiae 
of  the  Whole  to.moi>ow. 

Ur.  LowBBBa,  from  tlu  Committaa  of  Way* 
and  BCeaos,  r^nrted  a  bill  for  changiDg  tbe  eom- 
pensntson  of  reeeivara  end  ragisteis  cm  the  Jaad 
oSces)  wbiob  was  read  twice,  and  commiitcd  to 
a  Gommiaee  of  the  Whob  KMnorrow. 

Mr.  BiaaBTT,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  Pfcaadaai's  Moiaaffe  whieh  relaica  to  tbe 
poblie  bnitdiiiga,  and  to  the  ereetioa  of  addiUoaal 
offices,  reported  a  bill  makiw  approprsationa  foe 
■be  pnUie  buildings,  and  for  nnMshiag  lbs  Capi- 
tol and  Preeideiu'a  homt  *,  which  was  read  twice, 
aad  commilled  to  a  Commitua  of  the  Whole,  to 
whieh  is  comnuttad  the  bill  to  ptovida  for  etaat* 
iag  additional  buitdiaga  for  tiM  aceotaiBodntion 
of  the  BxecaiivO'departnaeai*. 

Ur.  BoTLBB,  from  tbe  oonmiltee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  Uajat  Qaaeral  John  Stark,  by 
laava  of  the  Hoase,  repotted  a  bill  for  the  reW 
of  the  said  Major  General  JobnataA;  which 
wae  read  twice,  aad  ooannittad  to  a  Ciimmiiiae 
of  tbe  Whole. 

The  Hooee  proeeeded  to  the  ceosidcfatioB  of 
riie  icpMt  of  the  Comailtee  of  PatMsoas,  on  dw 
patilion  of  Hoory  King}  and,  after  eeaHdanUi 
debate,  iIm  report  of  tae  eomminaa  npiaat  the 
claim  was  rcveraed,  by  a  vote «f  66  toMv oa  the 
moiiea  of  Hr.  ANDaaaaa,  eofpatiad  by  himad^ 
Hr.  JoHimui  of  Santachy,  nnd  others,  aad  op- 
peeed  by  Uaews,  Khba,  BflBBWooti,  and  oAen; 
aad  ihecommitteewaa  iaatrtuied  to  briof  ia  a 
biU  lo  antbonsa  the  eqoiiablc  sattlcmoai  of  this 
alaim  at  the  Traaeary. 

In  parsoancc  of  noiiee  given  OB  theTtb  inataa^ 
Hr.  Jomaoa,  of  Keatacky,  asked  and  obtained 
Icaro  10  bring  ia  a  bill  authorixing  iha  people  of 
the  Michigan  Territory  to  send  a  delegaio  to 
Congress}  and  Messrs.  JoaaBoii  oT  Keatacky. 
PoiRDBXTEB,  and  Hbhdkiokb,  were  ai^nteit  a 
committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  name. 

The  Spbaub  laid  before  the  Hooee  a  letter 

Dm  the  Cotnmiteioner  of  Cla 
a  report  of  the  faeu  in  the  c 
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Atlf ommutt  ^  Omgnm. 


H.o»R. 


Divis  mni  oiherai  wl(o  dkim  rnnifniMtinn  for 
ptoptnj  dntrofcd  ia  ibe  niUtuy  Mr*iee  during 
ilw  lata  wti  i  which  lellsr  and  docaneou  war* 
Tefencd  to  ihi  CommiilM  oT  ClaiiBa. 

Tba  Spbau*  aUo  laid  befon  tfas  Houm  iha 
following  letter  fiom  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury: 

Taauoax  Jtmrtarwvr,  Jk«A  6.  1818. 

Bi>:  I»  oMtftmi^  ifilh  the  pwiejene  of  the  aet 
of  Otmt—m  oT  the  ad  March,  ISIT,  BBlhM  «Ab  aet 
te  tauiiyinarB  the  wibtra^a  M  oertahi  baaki  la  the 
DiMrie*  Of  OolanUa,  sad  1*  pwnM 


ndaaUtad  iliniiliiniif  Ihi  liiiiH  walaeiml  l^lbeasid 
■ct,  have  depcaited  ia  thii  D^sitnaDt  itatiiiiiwii «( 
the  HtnatiBaoftluauilbeAka.rMpwtiraly.oDthe  Ui 
day  of  JanaiiT,  1818. 

Trom  m  titentiie  exsninstiiHi  of  these  ■latamants, 
I  ^m  of  opinica  that  the  concerai  of  these  bsofci  heva 
been  pmdB&tlj  condnetedj  that  there  U  no  jut  re«- 

n  to  doubt  their  loKditj ;  and  that  there  eiitti  no 


April; , 

lie  0*  the  lahle  to  see  whether  the  House  wu 
dispoiiad  to  ecoDoaiise  its  tiwe,  of  which  he  saw 
hoc  tittle  praspoet  ai  present.  In  addition  to  the 
otijectB  of  (npertanee  eWKaeraled  bj  Mr.  Balb- 
wix,  be  nientioocd  ihc  enbjeet  of  tbe  militia. 
Was  it  ponible,  he  asked,  tlut  tfae  House  coald 
idjoam  ihe  present  sesaioo  wilboui  acting  on 
bjs  subject  1  He  hoped  not ;  l)esides  tbe  manf 
letters  addressed  to  him,a«  chairnian  of  tbe  com- 
mittee DO  the  sabjecl,  nrfing  the  naceMlj  of 
acting  00  il,  he  had  haen  infermad  that  the  State 
of  Georgia  imi  declined  ro^caactmg  its  militia 
law  Bi  its  lata  sessio«,  on  (ha  eiprass  groud  wtm 
hope  and  belief  that  Coogiass  would  not  svflbr 
.1. :-g  ^  pi^  away  wiihont  acting  on  ir 


',  srisfaif  frem  inj  kind  of  miKBsn' 


■^'    '  V/tLUAinV.  CSAWFOKD. 

Han.  ■■«>>  C^AT, 

a^mlm-  «f  tht  Bbwe  tf  Jhpi. 
The  report  wu  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ABJOURKIIIINT  OF  0011011888. 
TIm  reeolMion  proridiag  for  the  BdJoamnieDt 
of  Con^rasa  on  tke  IStb  def  of  April  next,  re- 
oeivcd  Its  third  reading. 

Mr.  PoiHHTnn,  after  observing  on  ihe  ini' 
peoyrietr  of  iriag  ap  tbe  hands  of  ihe  Honsa  in 
reepeM  to  the  lewth  of  the  seasioo,  when  there 
waa  so  mnch  boainess  on  tbe  teble,  dtc,  mored 
to  potf  pMia  tb«  fottber  coosidemiioa  of  Ihe  reeo- 
laiioo  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Tatuk  was  oppoeed  to  the  poslpooemeDt, 
botionng  tbai  Congress  might  adjourn  on  tbe 
day  filed,  if  its  pmoeediags  were  aeeeleraied  by 
ttM  cwtaihneat  trf  debate ;  and  nothing  but  a  de- 
tOTBinatloa  to  a  eootrary  coarse  appeared  to  him 
loiitalify  a  poetponemeni  of  tbe  qveeiion. 

Mr.  tfBWAHBB  was  erf  opinion  ibsi,  wlib  a 
proper  seonomy  of  time,  the  iah}ecis  befiirc  Ihe 
Hone  might  bedbpoeed  oflw  tbe  13lh  of  April. 
Hr.BAf.nwiii  waain&TorotthepoetpooenenL 
Tbeto  were,  hoeaid,  npwards  of  «  hundred  e«b- 
jaote  Teferrrd  to  Committees  of  tbe  Whole,  and 
nearly  aa  many  reports  ef  oommitrees  lying  on 
the  taUa,  whioh  hod  not  been  so  referred.  H 
Omgrees  w«r*  to  adjenn  on  tbe  13tb  of  Apdl, 
how  wore  they  loditpoeeof  npwardsof  twohm- 
dred  sotijeete,  naay  ef  ihcm  reqairing  the  eon- 


a  dispaaiiinn  shoald  be  manifesied  to  dose  this 
seeeion  without  aeeomplJBhlBg  this  object.  He 
adTartod  to  the  great  lopiei  of  maonfaetares,  of 
DavigatioD,  af  rcircaoe,  *e.,  before  ihe  House,  all 
of  which  would  icquiie  mneh  time;  and  de> 
maadod  why,  in  the  haste  lo  adjourn,  their  im- 
poTlanoe  should  be  overlooked) 

Mr.  Huiiiooii  said,  be  bettered  that,  by  a 
proper  economy  of  time,  the  Honse  might  de- 
•pueb  aU  tbo  busiMm  belbre  it  by  the  13th  of 


The  qaestioa  on  paetpouag  the  reaeluuw  to 
'1ad  in  the  negaliri     y—  64. 

of  Ukis  resolution,  whieh.  be  Mid,  would  plaeo 


.Quday,  1 

Mr.  VoMtrrm  remoastraled  agninsi  the  n 
ui'  this  resolution,  whieh.  I 
tho  House  in  an  OMkward  si 


Heretafiim 

_ House*  bad  determined  to  adjoura  only 

wW«  they  believed  they  might  do  so  without 
prtQodice  to  the  public  boeineee;  but,  revening 
thai  piustice,  it  wee  now  propoeed  to  ix  oa  a  day 
of  ajjonromeat  witiuMl  refetonee  to  tbe  slate  al 
public  bnsineu,  and  to  adjourn  whether  it  wei* 
imoancicd  or  not.  Wbenco  iheoaomsiiy  fat  this 
eRinordioary  course  I  Was  a  stimnkol  aooes- 
lary  to  induoe  the  House  to  attend  to  baein^  1 
Ho  hoped,  from  seif-tospeet,  the  Houtc  would  uM 
act  on  Ibis  principle:  eepeeinliy  wbeo,  by  doing 
tbe  basiaesa  of  tbe  House  speedily  nnd  properly, 
the  two  Housea  might,  without  this  premauue 
reeolaiion,  be  nUe  to  adjourn  at  an  euly  day. 
Hb  therefore  moved  to  poMpone  tbe  furibar  eon* 
sidcnttoo  ef  this  reaolaiion  to  the  first  Heuday 
in  ApHI. 

Thii  motioB  was  ncgniived. 

The  quesiloa  was  then  lakeD  on  tho  origiuat 
proposition,  nnd  decided  to  the  attiuutiv^-yflae 
101,  nayi  U,  as  folloivs: 

Tsia— MeMS.  Abbott,  Adams,  AUn  of  Veiment, 
Aodeisan  of  Kentoeb,  Aostki,  BaM,  Baibeur  of  Tir> 
BoMher,  r ■  " 


DmUn|tou.I>eriM,  brte,  Bdrrards,  ElleoU.  roiMr. 
rnbr,  «iwa>  Ownm^  HsU  of  Dsiaweee,  HaU  1 
NaethCacettna,  HMbotuk,  Hendneh^aeiatei.  Bit*- 
Msk,B<akHalMsofMsssai*usettB,HaiDMeofCa»- 
neetisnt,  Hubbeid,  Irving  ef  New  Yerfc,  Johnson  ef 
KentodkT,  Lawyer,  Uesimom,  McLsaa,  W.  P.  Hie- 
Ut,  Mar^  Hsson  ef  Hsasaehassda.  Mssen  of  Bboda 
IiLm4  Merrill,  KUb^  Uorten,  Motrs^  Hugh  Nelson, 


ling,  nndaU, 
Bichsi^    ~  ' 

Schajli., -- 

cumK  BsHsid  Si^di,  J.  8.  Knidi,  Spencer,  dh-w, 
<tf  North  CeioUns,  Stnrac,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tompkina, 
Towneend,  TrimUa,  Toeher  efSonlh  Carolina,  l^ler, 
Ui**m,  Wallwr  of  Keutue^,  Waiaee,  Wendever, 
tfliiiioiilH  WiUiama  ef  Oeuneotlont,  Wilheme  of  New 
Toth,  WaHena  of  North  OueHaa,  WUaeo  of  Mssm 

ind  Wileeo  of  Psnnqrtvsaia. 

■HlMS.  AataMBcf  reoMylfnia,  BaHwin, 
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B«Aar  of  OUo,  Beanttt,  Bkiut,  CnAt,  Crairfbra, 
lii^a,  Fdfer,  FMnlh,  HuriMO,  HaAimsr,  Hopkin* 
mh,  HvntiDBtOD,  Sobaaoa  of  Tiigiala,  Jmm^  Kin- 
mj,  Liba,  Littl*,  Lawnd«%  Hiddkiuw,  BCoon^  Mnin- 
ilia,  JeramUb  Nelwn.  Orr,  Pdmw,  FaiioU,  Patar, 
Poindaitw,  Boed,  RmBB<^<li  8i*>KS>  Sawjer,  8baw, 
Silibeo,  Simkini,  S.  Smilh,  AlMUider  Siojtli,  BpMd, 
StOMt  of  Mu7l(i)tl,  Temll,  Tarry,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
siaii,  WdksT  of  Nortli  Cuolini,  Whitmui,  and 
WUkin. 

DISTRICT  COURTB  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  bill  retpeeliog  tbe  Distriel  ConrU  of  th« 
Caiicd  SuiM  for  tbt  didrici  of  N«ir  York,  was 
Itken  ap  on  it*  Mcond  rndiof ;  >nd  tbe  qneation 
tiBTiiig  been  stated  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  eo- 
grouM  for  a  third  raadinc— 

H r.  FonsTTH  reqneMcd,  from  Ibe  cbairman  of 
ibe  Jadieiar;  Ckimmitiee,  iafbraaation  wbf  tbe 
HooM  ma  called  upon  to  le^ilata  to  frequentlf 
ntpeeting  the  conrti  for  tbe  diMriet  of  Ne  v  Tork. 
Not  long  since  a  law  was  pasted  aniborizing;  one 
of  tbe  distiict  jndgw  to  perforai  the  duties  of 
another,  who  was  sick,  &c.  Ur.F.uid  becoold 
net  nnderstaad  why  it  was  neceasarf  to  nuke  the 
distriel  of  New  Tork  oontiooaUf  an  eieeptioo 
to  the  general  jadieiarf  sfsiem  of  tbe  Uaiied 
Sutn. 

Mr.  H.  NiLaoN  said  that  the  ill  state  of  the 
twaltb  of  one  of  the  judges,  which  made  the  parti- 
onlar  law  referred  to  neeessair,  still  continues  j 
and  a>  a  judge  could  not  be  remored  on  account  of 
ill  health,  there  was  no  remrdr  bai  hj  the  law 
whieb  the  Houe  waa  now  called  on  to  le-enact. 
There  had  been  alio  soma  diffieoltf  between  the 
judges  as  to  notice  neecssarp  from  one  to  require 
the  attendaaee  of  the  other ;  for  wfaicb  it  was  ooe 
of  the  objects  of  the  bill  lo  provide  h  remedy. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  then  said  be  should  like  lo  koow 
bow  long  this  stale  of  things  was  to  ooDtinae. 
If  he  was  correciljr  informed,  be  said,  that  indi- 
Tidnal  who'  was  too  sick  to  perform  bis  judicial 
it  of  erery  year  ira- 
led  Slates,  from  one  end  of  the 


allowed  him  lo  trarel  from  New  York  to  Oharl 
lOB  and  back  erery  yetr.  Mr.  F.  said,  be  dif- 
fered from,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  optn- 
ion  in  om  panienlar :  he  ihought  ib«re  was  a 
ramady,  ana  a  Tcry  obrione  one,  for  this  grier- 
aaee.  If  an  indiTidosl  bold  an  office  aoder 
tbe  United  States,  the  dntiei  of  wbieh  be  is 
unable  to  perform,  he  ooght  to  quit  it.  If  the 
■tate  of  bis  health  detain  himfrom  the  perform- 
ailCB  of  his  dalies,Bnd  he  do  not  quit  his  office.  It 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Honse,  said  Mr.  F.,  to  ap* 
ply  a  remedy  by  an  impeaohment ;  and, in  prefer- 
ence  to  this  mode  of  legislating  for  a  particu- 
lar case,  he  should  be  glad  to  see  that  eonrae  re- 
torted to. 

Mr.  H.  NiLBON  said  that  the  Committee  bad 
scan  DO  remedy  but  that  whieb  they  bad  submit- 
ted. It  was  perfectly  competent,  howcTer,  for 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  pM^iase  the  eoorae 
which  he  had  suggested,  if  km  ttaotigbt  it  the 
jir^ar  one,  tfaoagb  the  Judiciary  Cammitua  had 


bedi  of  a  diflfemnt  opinion.  But,  even  in  tkat 
ease,  it  was  necessary  lo  pass  ibis  bill,  in  wtet 
that  the  eoart  should  not  cease  to  be  held ;  the 
bill  only  ptopodn^  to  continne  proTieioiu  which 
bad  preriootly  existed,  but  had  been  limited  ia 
iheir  duration. 

Ur.  LivnniiORE  said,  that  perhaps  gentlemei 
were  not  aware  of  all  the  eireumttaaees  of  ttu 
case.  This  was  not  a  bill  to  create  a  distinct  er 
additional  judge  for  the  district  of  N«w  YoA, 
Dor  Co  create  any  additional  expense ;  for  two  di» 
trieta  alraady  existed  ia  the  State,  lo  each  ef 
which  a  judge  was  apportioned  by  an  vet  passed 
some  years  ago,  in  the  enacting  oif  wbieh  lie  be- 
liered  the  gentleman  from  worgia  had  aoffle 
agency.  This  was  merely  to  concinoe  in  force 
an  act  of  a  temporary  nature,  a  renewal  of  erhiek 
had  beeome  necessary  in  consequence  of  cce- 
linned  disability  of  ooe  of  tbe  judges. 

Mr.  FoHSTTB  said  the  gentleman  was  miMaken 
in  supposing  that  he  had  any  agency  in  pasaue 
the  act  of  1813. 

Mr.  SpEHcna  rose  to  state  some  facta  applying 
to  Ihia  oase^  A  law  substantially  similar  to  this 
bad  existed,  but  expired  on  the  4ih  day  of  Mareb 
last.  The  only  question,  therefore,  waa  whether 
it  was  necessary  toconiinue  thatlawl  To  wore 
that  it  was,  ha  need  only  lay,  that  unless  this  bill 
tbonld  pats,  then  it  no  court  for  one  of  the  dia- 
tiicts  of  New  York.  It  waa  therefore  taditneB- 
tably  neceatary  that  the  bill  should  pata.  IT  lh« 
gentleman  asked  for  the  baosa  of  ilw  freqoeat 
lefislation  on  ibis  subject,  of  which  he  bad  «oiii- 
plained,  it  waa  because  the  acts  hereiofore  passrrt 
in  relation  (o  it  had  beea  temporary.  Thm  wa« 
aaotliet  reason  requiring  the  pusua  of  tihia  bill. 
By  the  teraial  acta  diriding  iba  State  into  two 
districts,  &«.,  a  doubt  had  arisen — ioMmiieh  aa 
the  old  district  in  New  York  bad  been  abaliahcd, 
and  two  new  ones  ettaUiahed  ia  lies  of  it— what 
bad  beeomeof  the  busiaess  iu  ibe  oMeoort.  Oae 
jut^e  bad  decided  that  the  northen  eoort  had  no 
jurisdiciioD  o*ar  casas  before  tbe  old  noart,  eras 
where  the  seizuree  had  been  made  within  that 
disiricL  The  olher  judge  had,boweTer,goaeon 
and  cried  the  cases,  and  the  pariiea  haifaeqai- 
eseed.  Olher  of  those  eases  were  yet  p^tdmg,  ia 
retpeet  to  which  ibia  bill  was  axireoMly  impor- 
tant. Mr.  S.  repented  the  remark,  that  whaierer 
might  be  the  eoodnet  of  the  judge,  it  was  indi*- 
pensable  that  there  should  be  a  court,  and  thart- 
lore  that  this  bill  ahonld  pass,  as  Uw  fotaMC  law 
reguLaling  tha  proceedings  of  the  eonrls  had  u- 
pired,  and  at  preaeot  no  ptocesa  eoold  isaaa  from 
them.  SomuehforihafeaturesofthiabilL  Mr.8. 
said,  ha  did  not  kaow  wliether  il  waa  ncecanry 
to  follow  tha  gantJemaa  from  aoorgta  ia  the  aUn- 
lirat  be  had  made  to  the  conduct  of  the  jadge. 
To  remoreerrooeous  impressions,  however,  whm 
the  gentleman's  obscrvattonamight  ha  re  prodaeed, 
and  to  afford  information  for  tbe  gentleman  him- 
self,  (if  be  would  reeeire  ti,)  he  would  mnark, 
that  tbe  judge  in  question  had  iraTelled  aaanally, 
from  the  North  to  tbe  Sooth,  as  tbe  geatleman 
had  stated,  but  it  waa  for  the  bene£tof  his  health. 
That  health  bad  bean  tacrifiead  to  his  public  daty, 
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wti«D,  wbibt  Jvdft  PiU«rwD  vu  siek,  •ni  eoald 
aol  ktMDd  the  BoiirtB,  the  ja4re  who  hid  been 
referred  le  had  for  two  yean  been  oocapied  in 
doing  til  the  boRfneM  of  ihe  eoart,  and  busineu 
too  of  the  moet  lahoriom  end  importsBt  nttare. 
In  the  SnmmeT  *etn>n,  said  Mr,  8.,  that  jadKe 
now  gasmllv  boldi  the  coarls ;  -wbea  the  Wiaier 
eommeneMr'*  F"*  ^°  '''"  Eloath,  as  it  ii  well 
knowa  Uweilreme  cold  of  the  Norlhenj  t^uns 
does  not  pemii  Ibote  aSieted  with  tialmoDary 
complainta  to  remaia  there  in  aafcty  dariof  the 
Winter;  aad  bjr  iheM  exBntnoiH  bis  faealtn  had 
be«n  creailr  benalted,  aad  probably  his  lifh  pre- 
•wveo.  IfVhinre*«r,  Mr.  S.  said,  any  gentleman 
thotigfat  (hat  the  jadp  bad  in  ibii  or  tatj  other 
tespeei  aoied  tBpfoperly,  he  hoped  that  an  in- 
qniry  woald  be  insotated  iirto  his  eondnet,  and 
that  it  wotild  be  theronghir  investigated.    Bat 


H.  or  R. 


no  snggeation  oa  that  head  BOirbt  to  he  permiind 

PHswe  of  this  btll. 

as  ofi^red  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 


•  arrest  the 

The  bUI 

INTERNAL  IHPROTEMENT. 
The  House  tbea  aaain  molveJ  itarif  into  a 
GoBmitlee  of  the  Whete,  oa  the  icpom  of  ibe 
1  the  qaeatioa  «f  iataiBal  imptora- 


Mr.  CraHMAM,  of  New  York,  said,  ihai.  from 
(he  estrrM  of  argameQl  panned  by  gentlemen 
who  were  varriendly  to  the  resolniion  Dnder  de- 
bale,  it  beeane  rmpOTlant,  id  ilie  tbresbotdof  his 
remarks,  to  endearor  to  determine  the  correct 
rales  of  ioterpTclation,  by  Which  we  were  to  test 
Ihe  extent  of  the  Oonsiiiutional  powers  of  Con- 
gress. He  Gonld  not  coneiir  with  the  honorable 
genllemin  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Babbodb)  in  the 
confined  and  rigid  rnle  of  conatractioo,  as  illm- 
treted  by  the  example  idduced,  npon  which  his 
arnment  had  proceeded,  or  in  the  conclnsions  to 
which  it  bad  condneted  bim.  In  terms,  faowerer, 
it  was  not  par  lieu  liriy  objeelioDable,  for  he  read- 
ily snbseribvd,  and  be  had  not  heard  it  denied, 
that  the  incidenial  power  musi  hare  a  natursl 
and  obvioos  relation  to  the  principal  power  ;  bat 
the  ease  put  in  illustration,  which  Ihe  genlleuan 
stjs  exemplifies  his  idea,  distincily  confines  im- 
^led  powers  to  tha»e  indispensamy  neeeStirr. 
For  what,  he  asked,  conid  be  more  indispensably 
Incident  to  the  power  of  collecting  taxes,  than 
that  to  appoint  a  eoHcnort  Hot  eontd  he  dis- 
eoTFT  a  tanelion  for  Ihe  rate  thus  understood, 
either  in  the  ConatitulioD  itself,  in  the  history  of 
the  cBBsea  which  led  to  its  formation,  or  from  a 
refereiree  to  the  rarieiy  and  magnitade  of  the 
aaiioDsl  interests,  which  it  was  formed  to  cherish 
and  protect,  la  such  an  instrument,  precision  In 
anything  more  than  the  outline  wis  obsioasly 
impracticable;  it  dislincily  marks  the  form  of 
OoTernracnt.  The  diVistoa  and  distribuiion  of 
powers  in  the  act  of  legislation  are  deflopd.  The 
ietding  subataniise  powers  are  enumerated,  and 
oar  oppoBcnt*  concede  that  a  multitade  of  im- 
plied powers  are  vested  in  Congress,  as  Incident 
to  thespeeiled  powers, and  iDdispensable  to  tbeii 
exeentioa.  Bni,  to  prcseribe  by  what  acts  of  lo- 
I9th  Gov.  1st  Su*.— 38 


gislation  the  express  or  implied  power  shonld  ho 
exercised,  bad  not  been  attempted.  It  would,  in- 
deed, bsTe  been  found  impracticable ;  andhence, 
the  ennmeraUon  of  general  powers  is  followed 
by  the  grant  of  power  to  make  all  laws  necessarr 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  speci- 
fied powers,  and  all  others  vested  in  iha  Qeoeial 
QoremmenL 

There  was  a  point  of  difference,  Mr.  C.  said, 
between  the  friends  sod  opponents  of  the  resi^D- 
tioB,  whenever  the  subject  of  the  incidenial  pow- 
«s  (rf*  this  Government  was  agitated,  at  llrst  view 
apparently  trivial,  but  which  had  an  important 
Inflnence  In  the  formation  and  appticaiionof  any 
rule  of  con  struct  ion.  The  opponents  of  the  rat- 
olaiion  bring  into  the  disenssion  of  this  suliject 
views  and  principles  not  grottly  disstmibar  to 
those  Which  dictated  and  forerned  the  old  CoD- 
fedetaiion.  In  that  instrttment,  allhoogh  formed 
with  a  view  to  a  iraioo  which  shonld  entble  tb« 
GoverfliBent  to  eoneeatrate  all  the  pb^swal  poww 
of  the  Milon  for  defenoe  and  protection,  Ihe  per- 
tinacity with  which  the  Slates  reuined  the  pow- 
ers of  sovereignty  evinced  that  the  prcserratioti 
of  thnt  sovereignty  animpaired  was  an  objeci 
paramoBnt  to  every  other. 

'nre  Constitniion,  he  said,  was  formed  upon  m 
different  principle,  and  for  (be  attaitnnent  of 
higher  objects.  It  was  instituted  with  a  single 
ejre  to  the  preservation  of  freedom,  and  the  hfep> 
pinesa  of  (lie  people.  Whatever  had  been,  and 
yat  may  be.  the  force  of  oor  attachment  to  tin 
local  Gioveroments,  wbkh  he  hoped  and  trusted 
we  should  never  cease  to  cherish,  ibe  convention 
stripped  them  of  their  highest  allribates  of  smr- 
ereignty,  and  concentrated  those  powers  in  thla 
QoTeroment.  And,  w«  eonld  now  best  obtain  ft 
fall  and  juat  view  of  ibe  divisions  of  powers  be- 
tween the  Oeneral  and  State  Qovernments^  br 
regarding  them  as  on^nlzed  at  the  same  penod, 
Althoogh  a  part  of  (he  States  had  independent 

rowers  BDtericrr  to  ibe  Constitution,  nearly  half 
are  been  formed  or  added  since  its  adoption- 
Boon,  a  large  msjoriiy  uf  the  Sistes  will  have 
derived  their  qualified  sovereignty  frOm  a  rdin- 
quishment  of  the  powers  of  Congvesi  over  tbebr 
tenritory.  When  we  come  to  the  diseiisslon  of 
(bis  snlQect,  therefore,  we  are  to  faantsb  from  t»- 
eoltection  the  Jealousies  and  (he  relnctBDca  with 


Which  pari  of  (he  Stales  yielded  to  the  Fernanda 
of  national  interest  and  relinqaisbed  a  portion  or 
ibe  kieal  sovereignty.  Cerapare  the  coastltatiaaL 
LocAai  the Db^cisoftbedivirionof power, Ah 

Shere  of  action  described  for  each,  to  determiM 
e  powers  possessed  by  <*ch  for  eficctlng  tbetees- 
rity,  the  prosperity,  and  the  gfcwy  of  the  mtioBi 
not  only  for  the  present  moment,  but  for  ages  to 
Come.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of  these  views,  he  eon- 
tended,  they  were  to  form  rales  to  leat  (be  cxtMl 
of  implied  powers,  and  to  select  (he  means  nf 
exerting  all  our  powers. 

But,  gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  side  hare  said, 
—at  to  fix  a  (air  role  of  interpretation  it  is  mate- 
rial to  resort  (o  the  coostrocilon  put  upon  the  ik- 
strtimeBt  by  its  ftamers  and  by  (beptoplo  nt  *« 
ofiutdopiiOB.  8b,  said  Hr.  C.,1  wiUavb- 
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■oriba  to  their  poiilion.  Aod  whsi  is  the  evideDce 
d«ri Ted  from  ihese  lources  of  ibe  extent  of  im- 
plied powers?  Look  at  ibe  iastruoieat.  Al- 
thoagh  be  did  not  l«r  sireas  upon  the  preamble 
ofiheCaaililQtioDiascoDiBJDiDgagraBi  of  power, 
yet,  it  was  worthy  of  regard,  as  comprisiDg  a 
aummar;  of  the  design  of  its  formalioo;  and 
riewing  it  id  comiezioD  wilb  all  parts  of  the  in- 
itrumeDi,  his  mind  was  irreaistibly  led  lo  the 
coDclation  that  powers  of  legislalioD  for  Daiioaal 
objecis,co-ei tensive  with  the  natioDal  exigeccies, 
Dot  only  for  pieseat  but  fuiuie  limes,  in  relation 
10  all  the  iutereats  which  belong  lo  the  Slatn,  u 
one  community,  were  deai^oed  lo  be  vested  in 
the  gOTernmeni  of  tbe  Union.  Had  the  strict 
roles,  as  defined  by  gentlemen,  been  applied  by 
the  frameri  to  ihe  eighth  section  of  the  first  act, 
why  in  tbe  succeeding  section  is  there  an  express 
jirofiaion  limiiing  the  power,  lo  prohibit  tbe  io)' 
poilalion  of  alares  for  a  specific  period  ;  to  sat- 
.pend  tbe  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ;  or  to  create  a 
nobility  1  To  which  of  Abe  enumerated  powers 
hare  these  an  immediaie  and  axpreas  rcIalLon  1 
Teu  we  bsTo  tbe  authority  of  ihe  framers,  that, 
witboQl  express  resiricliona,  tbese  powers  might 
baTe  been  constitutionally  exeruiied  under  tbe 

Seneral  grwt.  The  people,  in  tbeir  scrutiny  of 
le  indrument  at  its  adoption,  applied  far  more 
liberal  rulea  than  our  opponents  prescribe  to  teat 
i^e  extent  of  implied  powers.  Tbe  citent  of  im- 
plied powers  formed  a  prominentsubject  of  alarm, 
of  opDosition  lo  its  adoption.  A  multitude  of 
ameDdraenis,  to  limit  in  quauity  the  implied  pow- 
ers, were  proposed ;  in  some  instances,  to  the 
number  of  thirty  in  a  single  Slate ;  and,  sir,  it  is 
worthy  ibe  notice  of  our  opponents,  that,  among 
the  amendments  proposed,  was  one  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  to  deprive  Congress  of  the  power 
lo  lay  out,  construct,  and  repair  road*,  under  the 
grant  lo  establish  post  roads  "without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Slates."  Bnl,  governed  by  Ibe  rules 
of  Ibe  honorable  genlleman,  would  these  propo- 
sitions bare  been  necessary,  or  ereo  ralioital  f 

Sir,  ihe  amendments  which  have  been  adopt- 
ed, afford  a  practical  refutation  o{  the  assump- 
tion that  Congrea*  bare  no  implied  powen  but 
such  a*  bare  an  immediate  and  direct  relation 
to  those  enumerated.  In  iba  sense  of  our  oppo- 
nents, so  rccondiie  are  tbe  implied  powers  which 
these  ameodmeata  qualify  or  prohibit,  ihat  il  is 
diffieull,  if  not  impracticable,  to  decide  lo  whiab 
of  the  enumerated  powers  ibey  were  incident. 
Take  the  first.  Under  what  express  power  could 
we  bare  enacted  laws  profaibi  ling  tbe  free  exercise 
ofrelieiouas«ilimcnt1  No  one  of  the  amendments 
pieKrUKsanewrnleofiffterpreiaiion.  Qualifying 
or  abridging  incidental  powers  merely,  ibe»e  are 
■o  many  proofs  of  tbeir  exislence,  their  nece^ 
sity,  aad  extent,  generally.  He  biew  reliance 
bad  been  placed  on  the  lOih  amendment  by  the 
friends  of  the  limited  rule,  as  analogous  to  tu«  2d 
Uliclaof  Ihe  Confederation.  What  is  its  history  1 
An  aboitivB  attempt  was  made  in  the  conreniion 
to  incorporate  the  second  article  of  the  Confeder- 
ation in  the  Consiitutioa.  On  iu  adopiion,  five 
Staiea  recommended  an  amendment,  coataining, 


l^t 


greas.    Tbe  IDth  amendment,  witbotit  imi 
the  rigor  or   limiting  the  extent 
powers,  either  eipreaa  or  implied,  .     . 

In  both  Houses  an  amendment  was  aueapwd, 
limiiing  Ibe  power*  of  tbe  Conatituiion  U  these 
"  expressly"  delegated,^  and  the  propoMiioa  «■ 
discarded  by  large  majorilin.  The  lOifa  ameat- 
mcDt  thus  leaves  implied  delegated  powcr^  jn 
cisely  where  it  found  them. 

If  these  strict  confined  rule*  of  inCerpretatiei 
are  applied  to  test  the  coDatitutionaliiy  of  the 
laws  enacted  by  the  first  CongieM,  and  tbe  gen- 
eral course  of  legislation  down  to  ikc  im  wiat 
time,  the  history  of  our  legislaiioa  woud  ilea 
record  of  continued  utiurpalion  upon  ibe  righlsair 
iha  Slate*.  For,  in  selecting  ihe  mcaaa  to  carry 
into  effect  the  powers  of  the  CoaeiitnUoB,  whea- 
ever  tbe  object  of  l^Ulation  ha*  been  eommitiel 
to  its  charge,  Congree*  have  exercised  a  powti 
commensuiaie  to  Ihe  end  ;  with  do  oiheriesualat 
upon  Ihe  means,  than  a  regard  to  the  niidoubied 
powers  of  the  State  government*,  and  the  pcv- 
aonal  rights  of  the  citizen  inlerpoaed.  This  iJiey 
tuve  prescribed  as  the  mleof  coDairnctioo,  drawa 
from  the  Constitution  itself. 

Upon  these  princijde*  of  constraetioD,  andet 
the  first  administraiioD,  in  aid  of  tbe  fiaeal  in- 
lereil*  of  the  Oovernmeni,  ia  the  first  Congrea. 
a  NaiiDoal  Bank  was  established,  which  baa  agaii 
been  deliberately  re -established.  In  aid  of  the 
agticuliural  interests  of  the  na[ioa,and  to  protect 
the  Western  Slates  from  vexaiiou*  iotcrrapijoM 
in  the  export  of  tbeir  products,  ■  territory  was 
purchased  at  the  expense  of  fifteen  millions, 
equal  in  extent  lo  the  original  Slates.  Oeatle^ 
men  shrunk  from  the  force  of  ibis  precedent,  and 
referred  tbe  act  to  the  treaty  power.  But,  whe- 
ther acquired  by  treaty  or  legislaUoa,  was  tmna- 
lerisl.  CoagresK  provided  Ibe  meaB8,aitd  ^rt 
ibe  act  all  its  effect.  Guided  by  the  aame  policy, 
while  one  application  of  rerenue  favored  the  in- 
terests of  agriculture,  by  mean*  of  oaeroiu  pro- 
lecling  duties,  imposed,  not  for  parpoae*  of  rere- 
nue, but  prohibition,  Congrea*  had  exened  the 
power  to  create  and  eaiablish  manufaeturca.  U« 
might  marshal  a  host  more,  bnl  these  wooU 
suffice.  They  were  slriclly  implied  powers,  hav- 
ing direct  relation  to  no  specifio  delegated  powera 
Yet,  tbeir  existence  was  acknowledged,  and  tbeir 
exercise  required  by  the bighesi  national  interesu. 

But  oppMed,  a*  the  strict  rule*  of  interpretation 
adranced  by  his  opponents  were,  by  evidence 
furnished  in  the  Consiiiutioa  itself,  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  great  design  of  it*  formation,  and  by 
the  general  scope  of  our  former  policy,  he  wai 
not  cooGoed  to  this  riew  of  tbe  subject  alone  (o 
sueUio  the  resolution  under  debate.  A  consisi- 
ent  and  fair  construction  of  ihe  grant  in  ibc 
third  paragraph  of  tbe  8ih  section  of  article  1st, 
he  coDiended,  fully  authorized  the  exercise  of  tbe 
power.  What  is  tbe  grant  1  "  Congreu  shall 
have  power  lo  regulate  commerce  with  foreiga 
Qaiions.  and  among  the  several  Slates,  and  wilb 
tbe  Indian  tribe*."    Tbe  word  nyulpie  being 
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-  med  to  oonfer  the  whole  power  conferred  orer 
'  vaeti  of  thcae  lotiieela  of  Ic^ntitiaa,  iit  foree  be- 
I  iDff  necMnrilr  the  tame  ibranghoal  the  clanse, 
'  to  dfienntDe  the  exicDt  of  oar  pow«n  ind  dotj 

■  )D  onv  case,  will  citabliah  ibe  rule  for  each-    T 

I  reeor  to  ihe  doiffn  of  the  grani,  to  the  iDiestiod 
E  of  tb*  frameri.    Take  the  flrat  inhjeci  nwned- 

■  foreign  eommetee.  Is  it  denied  that  the  whole 
:  power  of  lenelaliDg  coneeming  it,  was  designed 
I  to  be  reated  in  Congreai?    And  how  has  the 

power  to-  regnUis  foreign  commerce  been   ani 
I  fonnl^  cxareiaed  T    He  answered,  wiihoat  feai 

■  of  ooDtradietioD,  by  ft  liberal  Dse  of  ererf  means 

■  iw««l  among  eommereiat  Powers ;  in  the  use  of 
J  raretitie,  bf  pnrebaie  of  toil,  and  by  bounties,  we 
I  b«T«  etradilj  preeaed  forward  to  create,  encour- 
:  age,  aitd  extend  It.  No  measnres  hare  been  neg- 
I  iMlcd,  DO  npedietit  omitted,  in  the  sagaeltjr  of 
I   OoTarameM  lo  dbeem,  and  within  the  roea 

ftir  legiatatloa  to  effect,  for  its  inierHtH. 
woald  ^jre  ona  or  two  easee  in  illDstration 
MtTigatioa  act  of  the  last  aeesion  it  an  exereite 
of  iha  power  to  eaeonnge  commerce  ibroogh 
the  ntedinn  of  direct  aid  and  exclnsire  pririleges 
to  Anwriean  ceameD.  The  aid  Is  •■  real  and  ef- 
feeiiMl  as  if  hestawed  in  the  shape  of  direct 
booaty.  To  promote  the  ivter«»  of  commerce, 
CoDgrata  hae  made  expensire  provition  for  the 
,  aid  of  disaUed  seamen  in  the  merchant  lertiee, 
and  libeiallf  applied  reventie  for  the  esiaUiih- 
meat  and  snppon  of  marine  boet^talii.  In  exer- 
ciae  of  the  same  power,  we  hare  eatablished,  and 
ciMitinac  to  support,  ifaroaghout  the  coast,  lighl- 
faonaea  and  beacons,  *t  an  enormoni  annttal  ex- 
pmse.  To  enconrage  ihe  fisheries,  by  rarions 
aet%  CoBgres*  gire  a  clear  boaDty  of  faar  dollars 
par  Ion  to  the  owners  and  seamen  of  ressels  in 
ibia  empIoT,  besides  a  direct  bonntr  on  flab  ex- 
poited.  This  policf  commenced  in  1794,  was 
nnetioBad  by  the  last  Congress ;  and  by  a  late 
Treasury  report,  the  direct  aid  to  this  single  em- 

flovment  is  serenijr  thovaaDd  dollars  annaalli, 
n  noe^  lbs  whole  eonrse  of  legislation  shows  an 
BDiform  aaderstaading  of  the  extent  of  oar  pow- 
•rs  eODaanUng  fbrngn  eommeree,  and  accords 
with   the  eoBstrnciioa   which  the  f^mers  pat 
npon  the  word  regnlale.    Under  it,  we  hare. alt 
onKnary  powan  of  legislation  for  tbe  rarions  ia< 
tercet*  of  eomtnerce;  limited  ontr,  in  tbeir  exer- 
eise.  by  Ibe  sound  diseretioa  of  the  Legialainrc. 
BqaaUy  broad  haa  been  the  power  exereited  in 
relation  to  the  Indian  trade,  under  the  power  to 
legalate  it.    Here  Congress  bare  exerted  an  ex- 
einafve  control,  and,  wlien  produclire,  monopo- 
lized iba  whole  proflta  of  this  branch  of  com- 
merce—^srely,  with  no  design  to  usurp  power, 
'    bat  from  fltrongcoDrietionsordnir.  PnrtiuinBihe 
course  marked  out  by  the  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federation, ibi*  Qoraramant  ha*  applied  the  na> 
lional  retennes  to  erect  iradiDg-houses,  to  o^n- 
ize  and  aiainuin  an  expensive  agency  depart- 
\    ment,  and  finaltr  approprlaied  from  the  Treasury 
,  three  hundred  laoQsanddollarsfora  fund  to  con- 
I  duct  and  sastala  an  Indian  commerce.    So  far 
.   from  qnealianiag  the  Gonstiiaiionality  of  tbe 
;  TariouaBeutow&iabhahadicrerred,itJiadbeea 


expressly  admitted  by  an  honorablemember,  (Mr. 
A.  Smtth,)  in  regard  lo  moat  of  them,  in  the 
course  of  the  debate.  In  reUtion  lo  foreign  com- 
merce and  Indian  trade,  therefore,  the  constmc- 
tioa  for  wbich  he  had  coniended  was  sustained. 
Allow  the  same  power  under  the  word  reeulaie, 
as  connected  wittt  commerce  between  theSutet, 
which  it  imparts  to  aid  foreign  commerce  and 
Indiaii  trade,  and  the  point,  namely,  tbai  the 
Consiitmion  coafers  on  Congress  the  power  to 
legislate  in  the  use  of  tbe  ordinary  means  to  pro- 
mote and  enconrage  commerce  between  the 
State*,  is  estab)iihed.  If,  then,  the  natural,  nsoal, 
and  efficient  means,  to  aid  and  faeiliiaie  this  in- 
ternal commerce,  be  an  expenditure  of  rrreDue 
for  the  eonstroction  of  roads  and  canals,  whicb 
be  understood  was  conceded,  these  means  we  had 
the  Consiiiuiional  power  to  nie,  if  the  exercise 
of  the  power  did  not  obviously  trench  upon  the 
rtghu  of  the  local  soreretgnlies. 

He  now  came  to  consider  whether  tbe  rights 
of  State  aorerefgatiei  interposed  any  Conatitn- 
tional  impediment  lo  tbe  eierciie  of  tbe  power, 
in  the  manner  prapoeed  in  the  resolution.  Here 
tba  objeetioaB  of  gentlemen  bad  been  arranged 
under  two  poaitions,  which  he  would  attempt  to 
examine.  The  one  wat,  that  this  power  coatd 
not  exiat  in  Congress,  to  be  exercised  with  the 
assent  of  the  States ;  the  other,  that  ill  independ- 
ent exercise  would  be  a  direct  rioleiion  of  the 
BorereigntT  of  the  Slates. 

Although  he  held  that  the  power  was  unqaali- 
lled,  and  tbat  the  assent  of  the  States  was  unoe- 
cessiry  to  its  exercise,  the  necessity  of  the  assent 
of  the  States  did  not  disprore  the  existence  of 
tba  power.  He  conceded  that  the  Constitution 
oould  be  amended  only  in  the  mode  prescribed 
bythrea-fonrthsof  the  StBtes,and  that  the  aaseni 
of  a  State  would  not  authorize  tbe  exercise  of  an 
uneonsiitnlionat  power.  The  inference,  howerer, 
tbat  Ihe  asaent  of  a  State  could  not  anihorize  or 
give  effect  to  an  act  of  Congress,  did  not  follow, 
exeept  npon  the  fiirtber  assumption  that  all  the 
powers  of  Congress  could  be  exercised  by  the  use 
of  all  CooBiitu lional  means,  independent  of  the 
Slates;  tbat  ibeir  conient  would  autboriie  no 
aet,  in  the  exercise  of  a  power,  not  equally  legal 
without  *neh  assent.  This  atauniption  was  re- 
futed, not  only  br  tbe  uniform  tenor  of  legislative 
proeeedinft,  but  by  the  Inter  of  the  ConstitBtioB. 
By  some  of  it*  provitionswe  bare  powers  which 
ean  be  exereiaed  in  a  particular  mode— only  by 
consent  of  tbe  State*.  By  other*,  the  consent  of 
a  Slate  tinparts  imw  powers.  Take  an  instance 
of  each :  We  hare  powers  of  exclosirelegi&laiioD 
ore*  out  territory ;  with  tbe  oonient  of  Ihe  State* 
we  exerctee  the  same  poarcr  in  thia  DbiricL 
Again,  by  the  eonaent  of  two  Statea  Coagresa 
may  abolish  the  GorenBent  of  one,  and  unite 
tbem  together.  Here  the  effeei  of  conseal  ia  to 
ooikfer  a  new  power,  not  to  authorize  Ihe  exercise 
of  one  already  poiMaaed,  over  a  new  aubjeel. 
The  Statea  also,  *aid  Hr.  C,  may  exerelee  moat 
importani'powers  by  conaantof  Coogresa.  Tfcna 
Harylaod,  Rhode  Island,  South  Cardiaa,  and 
Qeorgia,  by  coMent  of  Gangra**,  hare  linpMad  ft 
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iatf'ufoo  loaiwgt.  WUb  like  coDMot  tkef  mar 
also  exercise  dcw  power*  to  ke^  ifoofw  bdu 
■lun  of  war  in  lime  of  peace,  eolM  laio  compaeU 
wiui  each  other,  with  a  fordgo  Power,  and  eren 
engage  in  wan.  But  lo  Hieet  this  answer,  fiir- 
niioed  by  ibe  Coflstilulioi)  it«elf,  lo  ihe  objeclion 
agaioit  the  efficacy  of  anseDt,  we  are  lofdj  Hd>- 
■taoiially,  that  everi(  power,  uolew  limited  lo  tbc 
terms  of  the  g»Qi,  is  abuilaie,  and  its  exMciac 
la  e«er;  CoaslitaiioBal  mode  is  depeodvnt  tloaa 
DO  Iha  will  of  iu  poasBsior.  It,  tbea,  1  show  that 
CoDilTeu  fweu  aitjr  implied  power,  however 
naa^  which  cin  be  exercised  only  by  eooaeBt 
of  a  State,  the  potitioo  is  oTerthrowa.  Sir,  ov 
atamte  book  cootaia*  Duueroui  acis,  the  Cosali- 
tutionality  of  which  caoaol  be  doubled  or  de- 
nied, dcririog  all  their  foroe  from  (he  aiaeBl  of 
a  Stale.  He  would  patiioolaTim :  When  the 
Coastilvlion  was  framed,  CongFess  poiaessad 
power  10  form  three  States  of  the  nwthwtM 
TeirKtur.  By  eonaeot  of  Virgioik,  since  ob- 
taiMd,  we  hare  acquired  Ibe  sower  lo  form  fire 
Si«i«c  of  ibu  Tenilory,  which  has  been,  in  (Mit, 
ezsEciied.  In  the  imposilioB  of  the  Mcdueei 
pa,  the  law  itself  ooauiaed  impulant  provif 
iens,  which  changed  the  aovde  of  raiaing  tne  nr- 
mue,  whieJt  depended  for  their  power  aod  c%et 
on  lb*  conseiu  of  the  States.  He  ought  ««nti(n 
ihs  pwcbas*  ef  the  HiMissii^i  TerritMT,  aad 
itrc  eoDseoi  ef  Qeorgia  subsequently  obtaioed, 
which  cooferred  on  ua  the  power  (o  erect  it  iolo 
two  Slates  inMead  of  one }  and  to  all  the  laws 
amhorizing  the  ibroMtioti  of  new  State*,  which 
eoBtain  legislalire  jwovisioas  of  no  foree  till 
suDotioaed  by  the  assent  of  those  Stales. 
The  nest,  utd  mopl  importaoi  objectio 
tesolniios  was,  that  the  iiKkpendent  cii 
the  powa  of  Congreae  would  be  a  direct  i 
9l  the  toeere igaiy  of  the  States.  Sir,  what  is 
Mf ereigBly,  but  the  power  at  legislatioa  1 
Wheiue  is  it  derived,  and  where  is  the  sovereign- 
ly over  the  people  of  t)w  United  Stales  rested  1 
Clearly  it  emanates  froaa  the  pseple,  and  is  reetad 
in  the  Naiionri  aod  State  Oerernments.  The 
adeptioa  of  iheConsiituiien  eSeeted  an  alteratioa 
in  the  disiribalioa  of  sovereign  power,  which  had 
«s4ftped'lbe  notice  of  thwe  who  reaoried  lo  the 
Aitielei  of  Oonfedaralion  for  the  meaanre  of 
8U(e  sovereignty.  Tbe  GanlederatioO  was  a 
eompant  between  distinct  and  iadepeodeoi  terer- 
•igni,  tbe  tecend  attiele  of  which  peovided,  that 
«Mb  power  iciained  its  sevtmgnly  j  a  treaty  of 
alliaaoe,  oSeaiive  and  dflTeniive ;  with  no  other 
wootien  for  ibe  ftilfilmeni  of  ita  principal  atipo- 
latioM  than  the  award.  A  aon-conpftanoe  with 
tbe  requiiilioDs  of  Co«(ms  «m  a  riolsiioa  of 
compact,  for  which  tbe  eommuDlty,  sot  the  eiti- 
xea,  was  aoiweiabU.  The  CoBeututian  had  a 
dtAarent  origin.  Its  powers,  like  these  of  the 
8ta<«  governments,  are  dcri  red  im  mediately  from 
tbe  people.  Assembled  ia  ooBveoUoiM  within 
«aeh  Blalc,  they  Mcalled  from  the  State  gevero- 
menls  the  pMlion  of  the  wverdgo  power  neeea- 
sarjr  to  eoastiluie  a  National  Govarnmeai;  au- 
hm^  npoa  the  0«ncr«l  Qovernment  powers  of 
Ut»lalwA  over  tbe  oitisen  aa  well  as  the  Bsaie, 


for  national  objeeta ;  mediSed  Ae  Stats  gaitfw- 
meol*  in  the  CoasUtaiion  ilaelf;  qaaU&ed  afse- 
tioo  of  their  raioaiaiog  powers ;  iipBaed  ae« 
dgties,  and  left  tbe  residue  of  Borerei(nir  >■  (ht 
States.  Thus  eonetiinted,  ibe  General  asd  8(au 
Oovecaments,  eaeb  with  powen  ef  aovereigaty, 
arB  organised  over  the  same  people;  tbeoaiewiik 
legislative  powec^  whiob  legard  tbe  MiiitMal  ib- 
Mieatt,  the  oiher^  coneeroiiv  ike  looal  i  ' 
over  the  territories  of  the  UnioBj  tlM  i 
Qoveroment  is  eloibed  with  eieloNra  b 


sytleaa.    li  hMravei 


ft  ceMleaen 

from  Virgiaia  (Mr.  Sxttb  and  Ur.  fiaaaon) 
discover  an  iosnrmouotable'objeeticiB  to  the  ex- 
istence of  this  power  in  Coagreas  ia  tbe  ftmm- 
sion  of  a  similar  power  by  the  Smte  lagislaian  s, 
within  their  limtu,  which  might  be  iaa^airad  or 
defeated.  If  this  eb}eetion  bna  foron,  it  eqoaUy 
disproves  tbe  euiiance  of  any  eoacBneM  powK 
whatever  I  for^  at  each  step  in  its  exaniee,  a*Ui> 
lions  might  arise,  aad  this  «vll  be  rcalind.  T*^ 
have  not  both  QoveromeMs  ondispBied  eoaeoc 
rent  powers  to  CKeeaie  pwiMSB,  «tvtl  wd  tatml- 
nal,  at  the  aame  moment,  «*  tbe  pctanM  «ad 
property  of  lb*  citixea ;  to  nae  the  *a«o  Uyb- 
ways,  w  re«nii«  the  ationdsaec,  ic  their  aewal 
eouiis,  of  jiuom  oc  wiiMawsj  and  is  a«i  ibc 
lamo  prmerty  liable  to  sspply^  iba  rercnnei  itf 
each  1  Tbat  callisioas  may  »  ' 
ers  of  our  Qoveinmeot ' 
by  actioo  of  ilie  otber, 
suits  from  the  nature  of  onr 

disproves  the   existcBes  of  _. . 

power;  and  should  (he  isaagiiary  eonlee^  a^ 
gesied  by  the  gentlemen,  arise,  the  patawumw 
authority  of  Congress  is  eiiaUisbed  by  ibn  CKprai 
latter  of  tbe  Coastiiation  in  aftielc  eisUtt  ui  all 
cases  of  concurteai  powers.  Tbe  eustanea  ti 
concarrMit  sovereign  power*  in  tbe  Oencaal  *ai 
local  aorcrnmeMs  over  the  Union,  preeantad  s 
view  of  the  subieat  which  resored  anntber  eb 
jection  with  wbuib  th«  resolwioBe  bad  bean  en- 
countered— it  was  this  :  That  tbe  exctttae  ef  (be 
power  in  question  n 
sive  jurisdiction.    I 

ezcltuive  sovereignty  is  ..  ,,  _  — 
of  the  power,  then  the  Slate*  bnveaot  this  fi  . ._ 
witluo  iheir  respective  Umiio,  jmiiniMag.  as  ib^ 
do,  only  a  limited  eoMnmeat  aovaceigsty.  Bat 
this  power  in  tbe  Slate  government  we  all  asi  irt. 
lis  exisienee  did  oM,  then,  dwcad  <v*>»  *^  rigbi 
of  exolniuTe  sovereignty.  Nor  wbb  Ae  power, 
Mr.  C.  said,  io  any  government  dapea4eat  usa 
the  right  of  soil,  as  had  bean  m^^utei.  Tbii 
would  reduce  tbe  power  to  a  mesa  iai  idani  li 
(be  right  of  property.  Porehase  fiwn  tbeeitiaaB 
woald  be  a  prerequisite  in  ils  eaoniae  of  lbs 
power.  The  right  of  soiJ  and  of  sorevaifnty 
were  not  Ihe  same.  For  all  paUie  ^arpaaes, 
where  necessilv  reqaites  it,  every  eCeieatgov 
ernmeat  baa  tbe  power  (o  invade  tba  right  of 
soil,  and  all  other  property  of  tbe  ettiiSB,  witkoai 
purchase,  but  not  withont  eqairatent.  And  (bit 
neeessity  is  determined  by  tbeOoranmaaA.  Tbii 
power  may  as  properly  be«xef«aod  (a  make  nai* 


M  rested  luoa  the  right  efaxcln- 
I.  If  this  oistwaiioa  be  Bonad,  if 
ignty  is  naetBsary  lo  ibe  efieiae 
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wni  oaaab  in  time  of  peiae,  u  to  denioUah  » 
hooav,  fbrmcB  enetmjwiwit,  ■■dtiggproTitrow 
is  a  period  of  mr.  la  neh  emtes  of  neceviljr 
■loaa  eeald  Gbnrntiirat  javade  lh«  right  of 
pmpntj  is  the  dtiieii.  In  relition  to  tlie  riglit 
of  BOil,  thiB,  tht  ChireraBOito,  hmug  coactitieiit, 
WR«  MMB  Ibe  MSH  fl>othi(.  Ekca  could  tdce 
the  wll,  or  otbsr  praptnr  of  the  citimi,  wliea 
necMMry  to  th«  cxercfc«  of  ihrir  powen,  sod 
BeilkM-  eooM  lo«h  it  httt  in  mcb  an  emeigeiieT. 
H»  bardlir  nwded  to  tdd,  that  ibif  neccnitr 
mwi  be  WfenC;  ba^  ta« repeated,  the  argeac^  ia 
tha  one  eaw  might  ai  propetlf  be  the  demand  of 
the  MtbKe  conrenieDee  ai  In  the  other  for  the 
p«MEc  Mtaee.  Bir,  in  no  liuiance  baa  tbe  power 
to  >iak»  reads  and  eanah  been  exprenlf  granted 
to  a  lenlatBTet  It  ia  tncidcnial  in  eTerf  gorera- 
meM  ^wa  the  aecetritj  of  intereonrM  between 
citiaen^)  and  that  govemmeat  ma^  ban  aeceu 
to  all  paru  of  the  Slate  in  the  exercise  of  it*  au- 
thorftr  and  dntie*.  It  wti  mditpenMUe  to  wtj 
goirerament.  Indeed,  the  fifth  amendment  ex- 
prcaalf  recogaiae*  and  qoalifies  the  right  in  Con- 
greta  to  uke  ear  propernr  of  tbe  citizen,  wben 
neecMarf,  hi  pnrndmg  "that  prirnte  propeity 
■ball  mt  be  taken  for  public  tue  without  joii 
eonpenaaticm." 

Tna  power  ia  Congreis  to  make  roadi  and 
canals  for  national  ottjecit,  Mr.  C.  nid,  watia- 
ferriUe  from  another  eoaridemtion.  Have  the 
■eoplt  intentionallf  withheld  thii  power  from 
Dot*  tfie  General  and  State  GoTemmenU?  It 
wooM  bardif  be  pretended.  If  it  cannot  be  ex- 
ereiwd  by  the  State*  indvpendentlf,  Congreae 
poMBs  tl;  or  tbe  people,  by  a  sort  of  ireawn 
anintt  ibelrTTid  [tttereBii,  hare  deprircd  ifaem- 
aelna  of  iu  benefits.  Bnt  a  Stale  does  not,  can- 
not, ponesB  it  berond  Its  limits.  The  Constltn- 
tioB  prohibite  compacts  between  tboSuief.fot 
all  pnrpoin^  whaienr,  withoai  eocsaut  of  Con- 
greu.  Tbii  is  not  onl^  the  spirit,  bat  tbe  letter, 
ft  receired  a  practical  illnstraiion  in  the  second 
session  of  the  first  Congress  In  1790,  when  a  for- 
mal apjdicniion  was  made  M  CoDgresi  by  Tir- 
gioK  and  North  Carolina,  and  permission  ob- 


oppoDsnt*,  said  be,  contend  that  the  powers  and 
r((hte  of  tbe  States-are  equal.  Be  would  show 
tfcem  that  in  fbor  of  the  Slates,  under  the  express 
ncognhioa  of  their  constitution*,  Congress  bad 
asMtted  and  exercised  the  power  to  make  it>ad) 
witUn  their  Te*pentive  limits,  or  to  appljr  tbe  na- 
tional rvrenna  for  their  internel  improTemsnl, 
not  in  Ml  isdated  case  or  for  a  tlmiied  period,  but 
generallr,  mud  while  the  OoYCtnment  st— '-*  ~ 
dure.  Not  only  had  large  appropriatii 
e  bj  Inw,  bnt  the  obligniron,  on  out 


^enerallj,  mud  while  the  OoYCtnment  should 

ions  been 
our  part,  to 
tntinae  tbose  appropriations  was  irrerocnble. 
Hr.  C.  referred  to  the  statute  book,  lod  the 
eonstitnilein  of  Ohio,  Louisiaoa,  Indiana,  and 
Mississippi,  in  proof  of  the  fsct.  The  set  of 
Congress  of  181a,  authorizing  the  people  of  Ohio 
to  organize  a  State  goremment,  contains  pro- 
pentions  m  tbe  8ute  Conrention,  for  their  fVee 
•r  rejection,  to  which  is  iorited  the 


attention  of  tbe  Comiaittee.  Besides  a  gift  of  tbe 
invaluable  Saline,  and  an  immense  tract  of  land 
dlstribntad  in  every  township  of  the  Snte,  Con- 
gress (rffeted  to  appir  flrn  per  eenL  of  tbe  pro- 
ceeds of  tbe  pttblfc  lands  within  the  State,  to  the 
contmetioD  of  roads  to  and  through  the  Stale, 
under  the  exelusive  direction  of  Congress,  upas 
tbe  single  coBditJon,  that  the  State  atipnland  not 
to  tax  the  lands  of  purchasers'  from  the  Unfted 
Stales,  lor  five  yean  after  the  sate.  The  cohren- 
lion  embraced  the  nAr,  and  Congress  is  irrevo- 
oably  bound  to  make  these  internal  imptoTcments 
in  Ohio.  Shall  we  be  told,  that  this  Is  a  com- 
mntadon  ef  a  tax,  which  Ohio  bad  a  right  to 
raise  fVom  the  poblie  tand  t  The  fact  is  other- 
wise. Bj  the  fourth  article  of  compact,  in  the 
ordinmice  of  17B7,  and  now  in  force,  reUtire  to 
tbe  wb^e  Norlfaweat  Territorr,  it  is  slipolated, 
that  no  lax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands,  ths  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  by  the  new  States, 
which  may  be  firmed  of  the  Territorr.  The 
State,  then,  had  bo  power  to  tax  the  public  lands. 
It  was  not  required,  as  a  condition,  to  renouoee 
the  power.  But  even  had  there  been  a  commu- 
tation far  a  tax,  iriiieh  the  Stale  had  the  power 
10  taiie  from  the  public  land,  this,  at  farthest, 
wonid  only  bare  authorized  an  a^Bstment  a? 
the  amount.  It  would  have  been  a  poarer  Ilka 
that  exercised  in  the  late  act  imposmg  a  direct 
tax,  to  which  he  had  alreadr  referred,  anthorit- 
ing  a  commatation  and  a  dedoction  of  fifteen  per 
cent.  If  paid  by  the  State.  Did  this  confer  the 
power  on  the  State  to  control  itsnse?  In  the 
case  b«fat«  the  Committee,  the  use,  the  applica- 
tion of  the  fuD^  to  objects  of  internal  improv»- 
BKBt,  Involves,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  oar 
opponents,  the  exercise  of  a  distinct  power,  tf 
they  admit,  that  Con^racs  might  thus  acquire  or 
exercise  the  imwer,  it  is  a  concession  of  the  ar- 
gument, and  tolly  sustains  the  resolutlook  For, 
if  the  power  can  be  acquired  br  any  compact 
with  the  State,  the  question  is  ended.  Congress, 
then,  have  the  power  of  constructing  roads,  in 
Ohio,  by  tbe  express  provisions  of  its  coostltnlion, 
and  the  obligation  to  exercise  it  is  imperative 
and  irtevocsEle.  tf  we  might  ^ipronrlate  fin 
per  cent,  of  tbe  public  lands  to  that  object,  which 
appropriation  bsd  already  produced  upwards  of 
half  ft  million,  we  might  appropriate  any  larger 
amonnt.  The  power  had  no  limit  but  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  Congress. 

Passing  to  Indiana,  we  find  Congress  pcwsessed 
a  similar  power,  as  recognised  by  its  constitution. 
Tbe  propositions  to  Indiana,  in  tlis  act  for  her 
admission  into  the  Union,  differed  from  Ohio 
only  in  tbis :  In  Indiana  two  per  cent,  of  the 
fund  bestowed  for  her  Jmproremeat,  is  to  be  ap- 
plied by  Congress  in  coasimeliDg  roads  leading 
to  the  State,  and  three  pet  cent,  is  given,  to  b« 
applied  to  eonstmct  roads  and  canals  within  It, 
under  the  direction  of  its  Legidaturt. 

The  ads  to  enable  the  people  of  Iionisiana  and 
Mississipjti  to  erect  State  governments,  and  their 
constitutions,  show,  that  we  possess  the  same 
powen  in  those  States.  Here  Congress  presented 
not  even  an  option  to  the  people.    It  was  aiaong 
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tke  iDdUpenuble  condiiiooa  of  their  admiraion 
into  the  Uaion.  that  ihev  renoaoced  the  tight  to 
tax  the  fublie  landi  of  ihc  Uoiled  Suin.  Bat, 
irbea  admilled,  three  ;)er  cent,  of  the  proceedi  of 
the  public  lindt  were  giren,  to  ba  applied  to  ioter- 
nal  laptoTemeDi,  pad  by  Congrets  wilhont,  and 
pati  ij  the  LegiilKure  within  tboH  StateB.  In 
tbete  cases,  iheic  wa«  no  preieaee  of  eommuta' 
lion.  CongieM,  without  concollinff  these  Stales, 
and  without  the  coaeurtence  of  theii  will,  has 
appropriated  a  fund  for  theii  internal  improre- 
nent.  "■ 

Are  we  prqtared,  he  asked,  to  condenit)  all 
these  IftWB  of  Congiesi  a*  aci«  of  usarpatioa  1 
Sbtc  these  States  lunendered  tbeir  rights?  If 
not,  Congress  have  the  power  to  make  tike  ap- 
pTopriatloD  for  the  internal  improTemeDt  of  each 
Bute,  if  the  conslitDiionalitjr  of  these  acts  is 
denied  by  the  honorable  meniber,  (Mr.  BABBODit,) 
he  it  then  at  issue  with  himself;  and  devolveB  oa 
the  Committee  the  neceuity  of  deciding  between 
his  doctrine  and  his  vote,  for  the  Joarnal  sbows 
that  the  appropriation  offered  to  Indiana  for  roads 
and  canaU,  so  late  ai  the  last  seaiioo,  was  sanc- 
tiond  by  the  authority  of  his  own  name.  Thus, 
tbea,  standi  the  use.  The  power  of  applyioa 
the  national  rereaiies  to  comtruet  toad*  and 
canals  oret  territory  held  by  cession,  is  conceded ; 
because  here  Congress  hare  powers  of  ezclusiTc 
l^islation.  It  is  limited  only  by  discretion  orer 
two-thirds  of  the  surface  of  the  Union  ;  and  yet, 
this  is  but  an  implied  power,  incident  to  ibe 
"  power  to  make  needful  rules  and  legulatlooi 
lespeeting  the  territory."  To  deny  Congress  the 
power  to  extend  the  benefits,  possessed  by  the 
Slate*  juai  named,  to  the  older  Slates,  ia  to  say. 
ibat  oni  powers  to  supply  revenue  are  unequal 
OTer  the  seTeral  States.  Nay,  more,  that  the 
original  Stales  conferred  on  Congress  the  power 
to  apply  the  rerennea  at  Its  discretion  to  improve 
their  territory  and  the  States,  which  migut  be 
erected  within  il,  all  comprising  a  surface  of  mora 
than  three-foarlhs  of  the  Union  ;  and  expressly 
debarred  iheinseWes  from  the  benefits  of  like  ap- 
propriations. After  the  able,  and,  he  thought, 
entire  refutation  of  the  objectioiis  which  Had 
been  urged  to  the  power  of  making  pott  and  mil- 
itary roads,  by  the  honorable  member  who  had 
last  tat  down,  he  would  not  detain  the  Commit- 
tee on  that  pan  of  the  resolution.  Without  a  re- 
liance on  ihe  leiter  of  the  Constitution  ;  hut, 
from  the  admission  made,  that  the  powet  to  es- 
tablish post  roads  conferred  the  tighls  of  way,  in 
erery  necessaty  direction  ibe  necessity,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  right,  of  makitig  the  way  passable, 
he  thought,  left  no  sabBtaniial  diSereoce  upon 
that  point.  And  with  regard  to  military  roads, 
said  Mr.  C,  the  only  remaining  ground  ofcontro- 
Tersy  is,  whether  the  tight,  which,  it  is  conceded, 
exists  as  incident  la  the  military  power,  shall 
be  esereised  la  lime  of  peace,  by  preparation  to 
meet  ibe  exigencies  of  war,  or  delayed  till  war 
exists,  and  to  the  moment  the  ti&e  of  n  road  is 
indispensable^  before  we  begin  to  cos 
But,  if  the  view  of  the  character  and 
our  implied  powers,  and  the  nature  of  the 


eignanthority  of  Congress  oTet  the  UnuHi,'Aeh 
he  bad  presented,  were  in  any  dearree  eonm, 
there  could  be  no  discrimination  betweea  m 
power  in  time  of  peace  to  construct  «  road,  or  a 
fortification  for  military  defence.  If,  ihcm,the 
power  of  makiag  roads  and  carnal^  ot  approimv- 
tng  the  rerenne  to  that  object,  la  possessed  bj 
Congress,  he  thought,  on  the  queation  of  expe- 
diency, it  would  readily  appear  ihst  ibe  Tuiov 
national  interests  reqoited  its  immediate  exercise. 
It  was  demanded  bv  the  dictates  of  ibe  policy 
which  requires  ubtbI  preparation  for  war  in  time 
of  peace;  by  the  interests  of  internal  U«de,  by 
the  claim  of  the  interior  and  agricultarel  States 
to  a  full  participation  of  the  benefits  of  the  Union, 
and  by  the  interests  of  foreign  comnterce.  He 
would  not  re-examine  the  situation  of  the  Allan- 
tic  frontier,  in  a  period  of  war  with  out  cMnner- 
cial  riral.  The  necessity  of  an  inland  chain  of 
comtnuuication  from  North  to  South,  its  practica* 
bilit^',  and  the  disproportion  between  theexp«D«t 
and  immense  benefits,  had  already  been  [otcibly 
urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  Cotamitiee.  The 
necessity  of  similar  means  of  commanicaiion 
between  the  Atlanlicand  the  Lalies,  advaDccd  an 
equal  claim  to  our  consideration.  During  the 
late  war  its  benefits  would  hare  been  iBcnJcula- 
ble.  With  regard  to  a  minor  considemtion — the 
expense,  in  that  short  period,  the  single  charge 
to  this  Qoretnmenl  for  transporution  from  the 
tide-waters  of  the  Hudson  to  the  sereni  lakes, 
it  was  not  extraTagaut  to  say,  exceeded  iwo  mil- 
lions,  four-fifths  of  which  would  hare  been  aaved 
by  a  canal  transportation. 

He  had  alluded  to  the  Out  claims  of  the  interior 
Stales.  Sir,  hare  they  not  an  equal  claim  with, 
the  narigallng  States,  to  the  aid  of  the  NaiiouaL 
Qorernment — to  the  bounty  of  the  Treasury  1 
Let  us  not  disregard  their  jost  demands  The 
raat  fund  of  the  public  landa  ia  the  eommcm  prop- 
erty of  Ibe  States.  By  an  estimate,  founded  on 
the  acknowledged  extent  of  our  territory,  we  hart 
now  for  sale  more  than  sixteen  hnndtM  miUioa 
acres  of  land  susceptible  of  euliiration.  Sooa 
the  annual  proceedsof  sales,  already  exceeding  a 
million  and  a  half,  will  amount  to  many  niUioos. 
While  a  portion  of  this  branch  of  rerenne,  by  a 
wise  policy,  is  appropriated  to  improva  some  kc- 
tions  of  the  Union,  and  an  amount  excecdiog  the 
whole  is  annually  applied  to  the  aid  of  foreign 
commerce,  and  in  extending  the  foetering  care  of 
Congress  to  other  great  interests  of  theaalionj, 
interests  connected  by  indissoluble  ties,  all  con- 
spiring to  increase  the  wealth,  sirengto,  and  s» 
cnriiy  of  the  nation;  can  we,  he  asked,  tefuse 
some  aid  to  iuternal  commerce,  thus  approximat 
ing  the  interior  Suies  to  the  seaboard  7  Give 
them  markets — multiply  and  enhance  the  value 
of  their  products— and  Goally  admit  them  to  a 
full  participation  in  the  benefits  of  a  paternal 
Government.  While  desirous  to  recommend  these 
interests  to  ihe  encouragement  of  Congress,  he 
could  not  concur  with  the  honorable  memb^who 
immediately  preceded  him,  (the  Speaker,)  and 
sustained  the  resolution  with  distinguished  abil- 
ity, in  the  sentiment  that  the  interests  of  foreign 
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commerce  hnre  been  too  fondly  eheriafaed — that 
il  hsd  become  tba  apoiled  child  of  the  nation. 
No,  raid  Mr.  C^  to  commerce,  ioriroratcd,  ex- 
panded, and  cherished  bf  that  genial  sj«lem  of 
protection  and  eoeourai^tneiii,  which  was  adopt- 
ed hj  the  profound  practical  wiadom  of  the  6nl 
Administration,  should,  in  m  great  degree,  be  as- 
cribed our  nnexamplcd  growth,  and  present  prond 
■itnaiion  in  ihe  raok  of  nations.  Thus  snstained, 
it  has  filled  jronrTreaturr,  inTtgoraled  ajricnl- 
tnre  and  the  seaboard  with  cities  and  wealth,  and 
aninkated  ererr  department  of  active  iodutlry, 
and  in  less  than  ihirtf  fears  raised  the  nation  to 
an  elevated,  aad,  he  hoped,  a  durable  greatness. 
Sir,  it  is  unwise,  as  it  is  nnoecesmirf ,  to  decrjr  our 
commercial  policy,  that  the  inleretls  of  the  iate- 
lior  maf  attract  oor  care.  All  iatcresls  have 
equal  claims.    Onr  abandant  reaDnrces  are  ade- 

?{Qate  to  the  aid  of  all.  But  let  us  not  be  told 
rom  another  quarter,  that  the  interior  sections  of 
the  Union,  while  ibcjr  ask  the  aid,  have  no  share 
in  the  bardcns  of  Oovernment. 

By  their  eonsamption  of  the  imparts,  laid  Mr. 
C,  the  interior  States  contribote  to  the  very  fund 
which  you  applj  for  the  interests  of  foreign  com- 
merce. They  equally  participate  in  the  Durdens 
of  war.  Nay,  sir,  when  yon  have  recoarse  to  ibe 
direct  tax,  the  war  tax  as  it  has  been  termed,  ap- 
portioned in  Ihe  ratio  of  Ihe  popalaiion,  and  not 
the  wealth  of  a  State,  it  falls  apon  the  interior 
with  a  serere  aad  unequal  ptessnre.  It  was,  he 
said,  due  to  candor  to  remark,  that  duties  on  im- 
ports being  the  ordinari  sonrces  of  revenne,  di- 
KCl  encouragement  to  commerce  had  become  the 
iiDinediate  interest  of  finance;  that  egTicaltnre 
and  internal  commerce,  arming  ttO'simiFar  appeal 
t«  the  interest,  bad  not  hitherto  sofficiemlr  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  OoTernment,  or  partici- 
pated in  its  benefits.  To  a  considerable  extent, 
also,  has  this  nation  for  years  been  indirectly  con- 
tributing to  the  immediate  aid  of  manafacinrei. 
He  woold  not  be  understood  to  denounce  this 
policy ;  far  from  it.  A  just  regard  to  the  national 
Inieresis,  as  well  as  faiib,  requires  that  measures 
adopted  lo  create  should  now  be  continued  to  sus- 
tain them.  Bat  the  benefits  of  this  branch  of  na- 
tional improremenu  surely  were  prospective,  and 
in  the  infancy  of  manufaeiures  the  protecting  du- 
ties which  their  interests  require,  as  they  enhance 
the  price  of  the  foreign  article,  and  Ihe  manafac- 
tnre  operates  as  a  proportionate  tai  on  the  con- 
sumer, for  the  immediate  encouragement  of  the 
manufacturer ;  therein  departing  from  the  exer- 
cise of  the  specific  power  for  raising  revcnae,  and 
effectually  exerting  that  of  estahlisEing  manube- 
tares.  Have  the  Constitutional  powers  here  ex- 
ercised ever  been  denied?  He  aslted,  then,  upon 
what  color  of  pretence  eoutd  Congress^  adhering 
(o  that  eonsiTuction  of  the  CooGiiluiion  which 
anthorizes  Ihe  indeSnite  application  of  rerenae  to 
encourage  foreign  commerce — lo  create  and  sus- 
tain manufactures — with  what  appearance  of  con- 
sistency can  you  withhold  like  aid  to  objects  of 
internal  improTemeot,  claiming  equally  the  na- 
tional encouragement,  as  inseparably  allied  to  the 
national  prosperity  1    Beyond  the  benefits  of  de- 


fence, in  which  atl  equally  participate,  what  ad- 
vanlsge,  the  interior  States  emphatically  ask,  do 
we  derive  from  the  Onion  7  And  wiihoni  a  fair 
equivalent,  by  what  principles  of  justice  arc  we 
required  longer  to  sustain  a  policy,  which,  for  the' 
present,  depresses  tbe  value  of  our  products  and 
enhances  Ibat  of  the  imports,  by  excluding  the, 
foreign  merchant,  throngb  the  medium  of  ton- 
nage and  onerous  discriminating  duties,  from  a 
free  competition  io  our  market,  making  ns  di- 
rectly tribatary  to  the  interests  of  commerce  and  ' 
mannfaeiuresT 

If  the  interests  of  iniernal  trade  and  agriculture 
demand  this  aid,  from  their  prominent  impor- 
tance, as  objects  of  national  concern,  will  it  be 
denied  that  roads  and  canals  are  tbe  natural,  di- 
rect, and  necessary  means  1  Tbe  commerce  ol| 
interior  Stales  is,  through  others,  to  an  Atlantic 
market.  The  intermediate  States  are  not  bound 
to  provide  facilities  for  transportation  1  Is  them 
noremedy?  Hot  important  soever,  the  remote 
State  has  no  power  to  effect  it.  What  results? 
The  improvement  is  made  so  far  only  as  sub- 
serves the  interest  of  the  intermediate  State,  and, 
when  rival  interests  exist,  the  property  of  the 
remote  State  is  sacrificed. 

Sir,  I  will  not  trespass  upon  your  time  by  • 
repetition  of  the  objecU  whicn  claim  the  exercise 
of^  this  power.  They  were  forcibly  preaeoted  at 
tbe  opening  of  tbe  debate.  Yon  have  viewed 
them  in  detail,  estimated  their  cost,  and  seen 
their  importance,  for  purposes  of  national  defenea 
and  internal  commerce.  There  are,  however, 
some  considerations  which  invite  one  or  two  ad- 
ditional remarks.  The  importance  of  an  imme- 
diate  exercise  of  that  power,  said  Mr.  C,  is  forci- 
bly urged  by  a  recurrence  to  the  condition  of  ooi 
northern  frontier.  Bounded  as  we  are,  in  tha^ 
direction,  by  a  chain  of  lakes,  of  equal  extent  with 
tbe  Atlantic  frontier,  with  a  soil  surpassed  in  fer- 
tility by  no  portion  of  tbe  Union,  and  populating 
as  it  is  with  a  rapidity  unexampled,  in  a  few  years 
the  export  of  a  population  equal  lo  that  of  the 
Union  when  this  Ctorernmeni  was  instituted,  will 
pas*  into  the  northern  takes.  Without  canal  com- 
mnnlcaiions  between  the  lakes,  Ihe  Missisaippi, 
and  the  rivers  of  the  Atlantic  States,  tbe  immense 
export  of  this  section  of  the  Union,  embracing 
more  than  five  States,  descends  the  St.  Lawrence. 
What  are  the  inevitable  consequences  1  The  in- 
terests of  that  section,  for  any  beneficial  national 
object,  are  severed  from  the  Union.  The  im- 
mense value  of  one-flnh  of  oui  commerce  is  sacri- 
ficed not  only,  but  cantribmes  to  the  ascendency 
of  England. 

Sir.  canals  are  the  only  permanent  remedy. 
But  Ine  evil  is  not  wholly  in  prospect;  it  already 
exists,  and  is  even  now  keenly  fell  from  an- 
other quarter.  To  what  cause  do  we  impute  the 
rninons  condition  of  our  commerce  with  the  Brit- 
ish West  Indies,  which  has  been  so  forcibly 
urged  upon  our  attention  by  a  recent  report  of  a 
commiiteeT  Look  at  the  statement  of  the  ex- 
port. From  Vermont  alone,  it  exceeds  a  million. 
From  New  York,  Ohio,  and  Michigan^  it  exceeds 
another.    Tbe  whole  yielding  a  freight  which 
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dotiblca  ill  vklna  in  ibe  foieiu  raarkei.  We 
fiave  not  now  to  Iram  ibst  the  Wett  Indies  can- 
not now  tubaitt  but  hj  suppliw  from  the  Uniied 
Slates.  PosHwcd  of  oor  own  means,  we  can  for- 
«»r  eoeice  a  trade  on  prineiplet  of  perfect  reci- 

Srocitv ;  bat,  without  canaU  to  atireci  this  pro- 
oce  nom  Canada  to  Atlantic  chanaels,  we  not 
only  gi*e  employment  to  an  immense  Biitiih  too- 
nace,  but  enable  her  to  subsist  bei  West  Indies 
wiUi  onr  own  {noducls,Bnd  by  hef  nafi^tion; 
Ihus  ioTitinf  ber  to  exclude  us  all  participfttion 
in  her  coionial  trade.  Not  only  are  ihey  the  cat- 
rien  of  the  ptodncta  of  the  West,  but  we  ate  com- 
pelled to  reeeire  her  colonial  expotis  from  ber 
own  ships.  Can  this  Gorernment,  he  naked, 
■Inmber  over  this  complicated  and  growing  evill 
Can  we  without  alarm  anticipate  the  conaequen- 
«M  which  this  slate  of  things  will  entail  upon  our 
levenne,  from  the  facilities  of  smtifglins,  Kt  a 
tbooaand  points?  Or  the  influenee  it  will  aoon 
enable  England  to  exert,  over  the  western  section 
of  the  Union?  Sir,  shall  slight  coniideratione 
dater  us  fVom  a  prompt  amplication  of  an  effectual 
remedy?  It  is  perfect;  it  is  within  our  riew;  it 
ii  already  marked  by  the  practical  wisdom  and 
lofly  enterprise  of  the  Slate  which  I  bare  the 
honor  in  part  toteprescnii  the  improrement  is 
already  eommeneed  j  the  canals  to  nnite  Erie  and 
Champlain  with  the  Hudson  are  in  sueceasful 
inrogress.  Hr.  C.  said  be  could  not  refer  to  this 
great  national  undertaking  with ,  any  ordinary 
emotion  of  pleasure.  In  relation  to  it,  bowerer, 
he  would  indulge  but  the  single  remark,  that, 
whether  riewed  in  reference  to  the  magnificence 
of  its  design,  the  variety  and  magnitude  of  the 
national  intetesis  it  is  destined  to  subserve,  and 
the  benign  influeoees  it  will  extend  over  l' 
boundless  regions  of  the  Weslj  all  conspire  .. 
chaise terlae  It  one  of  the  proudest  monuments  of 
salfonal  glory,  which  has  been  projected  by  the 
wisdom  or  attempted  by  the  power  of  a  State. 

The  apeedr  accomplishment  of  this  noble  de- 
sigii,  demanded  alike  by  the  interests  of  com- 
merce, foreign  and  internal;  of  rereDUes  of  out 
UTestern  States,  and  our  wetiern  lands ;  upon  the 
acore  of  jtuticeas  well  as  policy,  calls  for  tnit  lib- 
eral aid  at  ourbands,  which  has  hitherto  been  un- 
■uceessfully  solicited.  Sir,  I  trust  we  do  not  urge 
•  hopeless  appeal  to  the  sagacity  of  the  Eastern 
StateL  when  we  ask  their  aid  in  measures  to  se- 
cure the  success  of  improvements,  which  will  en- 
able them  effietuall^  to  reclaim  one  branch  of 
their  trade  from  rntn ;  withdraw  from  England 
the  commerce  in  our  products,  which  gives  em- 

fiDyment  to  hundreds  of  her  ships,  ana  transfer 
i^tofits  10  our  owu. 

Ba^  said  Mr.  C,  we  are  told,  where  doubts  <^ 
OUT  CoBttitaiianat  power  to  legislate  are  eoter- 
taiued,  it  is  expedient  to  refer  to  the  people  for  a 
grant  of  the  power.  He  considered  this  doctrine 
utterly  indelensihie.  Extraordinary  powers  in- 
deed would  tbisprineiple  devolre  upon  a  doubt- 
ing minority.  The  auihority  of  the  Constitution 
opposed  iL  What  is  the  Conatilutiooal  rule? 
XfCgislate,  where  a  majority  in  each  House  concur 
in  the  expediency  and  const itudooallty  of  a  law. 
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With  thia  sBQctiont  ualcai  arrested  bf^  thtp» 
sident,  bills  breomo  law^  and,  in  the  tectk  «i4c 
veto,  it  is  expedient  to  legislate  wherA  tiPo-tk» 
concur.  Again,  it  is  as  impetativelf  our  dnly  it 
recommend  an  abridgnunt  as  an  enla^getteaiaf 
our  powers,  and  far  from  cause  of  alarm  atthe 
ipirii  of  encroachment  on  State  power,  ao  U 
ngly  deprecated,  we  know  Congress  haee  reco» 
mended  twelve  amendments,  to  define  aaid  abrid|i 
their  powers.  As  cit'izens  of  the  United  Stam 
we  have  a  common  interest  in  their  independcikM 
and  power,  and  a  comnton  attachment  to  their  ta- 
stitutions.  One  branch  is  dependent  for  poliiitaj 
existence  on  the  legislatures,  and  the  oibei  on  tie 
voluotary  suffrage  of  the  people.  Povaeaaing  le- 
gislative power  by  such  a  tenure,  and  coatinnaUy 
recurring  to  the  people  for  its  cooiinnaace^  hac 
not  early  and  more  recent  experience,  foreiUy 
demonstrated  their  coittrolliog  powers,  and  that 
even  an  artificial  gust  of  popular  indignation  eat 
blight  and  wither  our  dreaded  energies  ? 

If  there  be  &  cardinal  principle  in  free  Oovero- 
menl,  it  is,  that  the  will  of  the  majority  is  the  su- 
preme law.  Itis  the  basis  of  all  legitimate  power; 
It  is  the  fonndaiion  of  out  Consiituiion.  ^t, 
once  organized,  permanency  required  the  form  i 
Qovcroment  snouid  not  bs  changed  without  a 
concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the  States.  Let 
us  nolconfound  distinctions.  Thivrole  is  not  es- 
tsblisbed  for  the  construction  of  the  instrument, 
or  designed  to  govern  in  acts  of  legislation.  It  it 
the  rule  of  amendment  only.  As  the  immediate 
guardians  of  the  powers  of^  the  Consiiiuiioa,  we 
are  bound,  by  tiur  oaihs,  to  support  ii  in  iis  rigoi 
and  power.  If  a  majority  beuere  we  have  iho 
power,  would  it  not  be  as  jmt  a  lest  of  iu  exiat- 
ence,  to  apply  for  an  amendment  to  divest  Con- 

Sreea  of  the  power  to  make  roads  aod  canals,  at 
or  a  grant  of  the  power  ? 
Sir,  we  have  heard  of  the  admirable  ^ilities 


often  attempted  and  so  often  defeated?  Ti-- 
ihirds  of  both  Houses  concurring  that  a  poser  is 
desirable  and  not  possessed,  can  reconunead  an 
amendmeni,  and  three-fourtos  of  the  Stales  hare 
the  power  to  adopt  it.    And  are  gentlemen  pte- 

Cred  to  resort  to  this  test,  to  determine  what 
»a  we  may  enact,  what  means  we  may  use,  ia 
the  exercise  of  our  Constitutional  powers?  But 
even  the  power  of  three-fourths  of  the  people  to 
amend  the  Constitution  is  theoretical  meiely. 
A  majority  in  six  States,  all  cantainiag  a  popu- 
lation less  than  700,000^  apopulalion  nniqul  to 
that  of  either  of  three  single  Sute^  not  a.tweUth 
of  the  whole,  control  the  construction  of  powers, 
and  prevent  an  amendment.  Upon  a  quesiioa 
like  this,  should  we  not  foresee  that  consideraiioK 
of  local  rather  than  national  interest  would  pre- 
vail; that  it  might  be  resolved  into  a  cold  calcn- 
lation  of  relative  benefits?  Upon  a  question  like 
this,  can  you  look  for  that  spirit  of  defarence  aad 
conce^ioD  in  the  absence  of  that  necessitr  which, 
with  all  its  coercive  energy,  united  btrely  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  on  the  adoption  of  the  Cun- 
slitntioo. 
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Upon  thM  MWiMcrMiMM,  howorcr,  bs  wodi 
fcrtiMir  to  toell.  An  *|^lieati<m  for  &■  amnd- 
■•■a^  ■•  had  bet*  fMoauBMidvd,  b*  thonld  t*- 
(■td  ma  ■  virtual  ■■rmtdn  of  tb«  poirer.  Id  ■ 
e*s«  «f  BMob  donbl,  bs  o«ald  ««t  iMoaeils  il  M 
a.  Sanaa  of  the  daty  «f  CoRf  rtai,  eaaaidvrad  u  dra 
immadiata  gaariivii  of  the  CoaMiniiiNi,  t«  rab- 
mit  to  &  eaatM  in  rriatiaa  »  anj  oT  k*  powtN, 
«4iieh  would  jto^ardin  A«ir  «immw&  Bat,  In 
tha  praacDt  oaie,  iritb  ma  antira  eoaneiiflD  of  tbm 
flxiataBea  oT  the  power,  sad  bdiaaiog  tbmt  iu  m- 
OToiaa  wa*  draiandwd  bf  a  lagard  to  tka  fai^hott 
intaraaCm  of  tba  amtioa,  ha  hopmd  tbe  rMolniioD 
-woold  ba  adoiNcd. 

Mr.  Aoaria,  of  VirgiDim,nJdb«faltMiiBewlimt 

amfaaraaaMd,  mt  tbi*  lata  boar  of  lbs  daf,  to  ml- 

tampt  to  debmr  bis  watineaia  apaa  tba  aatgeat 

DOW   ondar  coaMdaration:  bat,  M>ai<  few  «▼■ 

ainea.  it  woald    ba  Toeallteted,  iba  boaonbla 

SpealEML    one  itf   tba  nobla  oaaa  of   Virfiaia, 

woon  aka  waa  alwaya  jtoai  lomkDOvladgc^  had 

ioTited,  ar  tmthor  ebaUoaged,  bar  TopraMatmiion 

to  meet  bim  in  tbU  eoMMt.    Ha  Mid,  weak  ma  the 

mickt  bey  tbe  OM  DomiaioD  wma  alwmjra  remdf 

and  willing  to  Ainnh  bar  qootm,  mliboafb  aha 

migfat  ba  naqniAad  in  tba  aombmt.   Umdar  tbme 

eiianmatiMaa^  be  waa  eoaipelled  to  engage  ia 

tba  Doeqoal  eaateit    It  apoaaied  to  bin  it  bad 

baeome  oonawbrnt  ftahtoamHe  to  enter  a  proieat 

aamiaat  tluna  priacipUa  im  which  wa  difl^ ;  and 

tSm  haaanUa  Speakar  had  eniend  Us  proieK 

agaiaat  iba  priaeiplaa  of  eomatiaetioB  wbieh  bad 

bacB  eantondad  lot  hj  tboaa  oppoaod  to  tba  raao- 

latton  now  nnder  aooaidcistioa.    Mr.  A.  aaid  be, 

ia  liha  aaaaDeTj  woald  bag  Icara  to  aator  bit  bam- 

Ud  prataBtaaainattbmtltMtmlmndexpmDdadeoB- 

Utoation  af  tba  Can*tltntl«D  wbieh  bod  been  eoa- 

landad  for.bji  tbe  bonormble  Sptmhef.   It  bad  been 

■aid  bj  Ub  that  he  pntaaiad  agalaat  t&u  watar- 

gToal  ayatani  of  eoBMraoiioa ;  that  iboaa  wbo 

oonalraeditiB  tbit  waf  were  nnfit  for  poUtialmaa. 

Bir.  A.Midibat,iawbmtof«rl%ht,a*aMliiieiaB, 

he  might  be  viewed,  it  was  not  material  to  bim  { 

hot  iia  wonU  raaniBd  iba  boaorabla  Spnker  that 

t^a  pTioaipka  of  CBoainietioa,  limited  and  mier- 

grotl  at  tney  might  bo^  wbieb  warn  eoateaded  fbr 

hf  thoaa  oppoaaa  to  tba  rwolniion,  wore  raeb  aa 

biu  oondDoted  ma  tkroagh  two  vara  ia  oafctf, 

peaoe,  aad  hatmoa^.    Hr.  A.  aaid,  wabare  beca 

laid,  thai  by  adopUUF  tb»  Uboial  and  expanded 

conatraetioa  of  the  (Snaiitatloa,  hr  giviag  to  tba 

Geneval  Giwamaaent  thta  powee  of  axahlng  roada 

mad  emaal>,  Ac.  will  pndnea  maioa.  peace,  mad 

tTUqaiUitf  tkroagh  thaw  United  Stataa;  mad 

tbia  aaened  to  ba  too  gaaeiallr  adnHited  i  bai  ba 

thaogbt  Tar7  di&raaily,  aad  would  taka  tbia  oo- 

caaiaa  to  By  ibat  ha  denied  tbe  whole  tbeerv  aad 

ito  idoal  oooaeqaeneea.    Ha  aid  be  woald  eall 

cba  mtUatioa  of  tbe  Comiaitiaa  to  tba  peace, 

imioB,BnditaBqalllItr  wbieh  now  eaiaied  between 

tbaSimieas  thmt  they  ware  eonlsnt;  ihattbcmo- 

BMBI  CoBgrcaa  awumaa  tbia  power  of  iatetnal 

improTemnt,  ran  tbMrwovt  tbe  eppUof  diaaerd 

mmoag  tha  Enatee ;  tbajr  will  (baa  M^ia  to  aentm* 

Ue,  aadqaarrel  whoabmU^the  moat,  and  whara 

aball  ba  tba  pimeea  of  this  latamal  imptovemoni ; 


Bad,  iaetead  of  prodocfsg  thb  fancied  aafon. 
peace,  and  tawqailtiir,  so  eloqaenllf  described 
bj  ^tlamea,  it  wanld  tnra  out  to  be  an  inlemml 
dinsicn  and  eommoiion,  inatead  of  iDiemal  fni- 


Tha  honorarie  Speaker  had  aaid,  tbe  great  ot^ 
jeeta  of  ibe  ConatinilioB  were  onion,  peace,  and 
aoaaolidmtioa,  bat  did  not  iharaby  mean  to  aaa  the 
word  ODnaoIidaiion  in  an  alarming  or  oAaaiva 
aaaaa.  Ha  loo  (Ur.  A.)  tbongbt  the  objecia  of 
tba  CoDatiiailea  were  peace  and  anion ;  bat  it 
waa  not  BHterial  in  wttmt  seDss  the  honotable 
Speaker  need  the  word  consolidaiioo,  aiace  it  ap- 
pearod  to  Mr,  A.  that  tba  conaeqaeneea  reaniting 
from  the  honoimble  ganileman'a  eonttrnetioa 
woold  lead  to  eonsoiidattom  end  a  proatrmtioa  of 
Slate  Tight!. 

Wa  bad  been  told  by  the  honorable  Speaker 
that  the  Conautation  was  made  not  merelj'  for 
a  few  mf llioDS  of  peopla,  bat  intended  to  eoibrace 


parbapt  iUj  nUnoDs  or  more,  and  that  it  a 

•aleulate^  ' 

(Mr.  A.) 

witalr  framed  to  anawer  alt  these  great  objec 


ulated   to  answer  tbeae 


the  I 


C  objec  ta.  He 
(Mr.  A.)  would  mgrea  that  the  Conatituioa  W«a 
~italr  Irmmed  to  aaawer  alt  these  great  objects 
id  to  last  nndar  all  limea  and  eircomataacea,  a 
wereaon  to  the  Conatitniion  for  oar  guide.  And, 
alihongh  be  eoDld  not  extend  hta  viewa  lo  tboaa 
agea,  f  si  if  we  are  to  axpaad  ita  conatrnetion  mc- 
eordiBg  to  tbe  extended  riewa  wbieh  soma  gva- 
ilsman  take  of  it,  he  thought  it  eouid  ao  longer 
ba  aoaaideted  aa  oar  guide  t  we  are  left  to  tba 
wliiai,  and  oaprlee,  and  elarated  riewi  wklch 
■oma  gendenea  consider  aa  benefiaiat  lo  attain 
their  ideas  of  aational  grandeur  and  greatnest. 
Ia  paieuiag  ikiafiuiGied  object,  he  would  rema^ 
tbat  it  did  seen  to  bim  that  some  gentlemen  had 
taken  each  aa  sagis  ilgbt  that  thejr  had  soared 
entireljr  oai  of  riaw  of  tha  Consllmtion,  and  for- 
gotten it;  and,  bef^  mcoastomed  to  power,  had 
eonaideiad  ihewiialvea  iovwed  with  MJmathorHr- 
Ha  said  tbmitha  powers  BOW  claimed  to  be  in  the 
Oeneial  OoTctamcni,  by  the  resolatlon  oo  jam 
table,  would  not  yroime  the  benefleiai  effsets  of 
anioB  aad  mnqaHlitr,  but  diMord  in  the  amies 
mad  aawng  lh«  peofde,  and  he  would  advert  to  a 
pwt  of  the  hanomMe  Bpeaher'a  amment  to  prove 
ikb  eoBoloHoa.  TbaMaotabieBpsaker  baduid 
tbat  tbe  Basten  Bates  bod  long  CBJofod  tbe  ben- 
eOts  of  wommmtm;  thai  it  woa  now  time  tat  tba 
Wwieca  people  te  have  their  ahare  of  the  benelts 
af  tbo  SovatiuDeat,  la  hmfimg  Aeir  eounir^  fm- 
pravad  bf  roada  and  aanmla.  If  the  Wotiem 
people  begfa  Ibna  earif  to  compiain,  so  soon  aa 
wa  bagia  ihia  divieioa  of  the  hoda  of  the  nation, 
waald  it  not  Mteila  Suie  bickeriaga^  and  tend  to 
diaaaiOB,  iasiaad  of  ualaa  t  We  were  told  bf 
Ae  bonosaUe  Speaker  that  agrionltare  bad  boea 
long  mjced  for  tbe  benellt  of  commeroe,  and  that 
aow  ahe  too  in  hw  turn  has  a  right  lo  a  portion 
of  tbia  reveaue  to  be  laid  oat  in  roada  aod  canala  ) 
hot  tbat  this  small  aid  ia  denied  ber,  evea  when 
ba  oCbta  lo  give  fan,  the  old  lady,  a  Virginia  clolb 
gown.  Sir,  saldwr.  A.,  il  would  seem  that  the 
old  Udjr  haa  not  been  quiia  so  welt  dressed  and 
decorated  ai  bar  noble  son  of  the  West  woald 
wish  bar ;  and  aha  not  being  mectistomed  to  those 
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I  to  tiiBulue,  tnd  ud 
k»j  wiib  t  pretu'i, sVirgiota elMh  gown, m  bMl 
railed  to  her  deeliDJng  sfc  %ad  humbla  viewt. 
it  would  Hem,  at  fini  riew,  ibit  ibii  ^«mbi 
would  be  acceputbte  to  bcr ;  but  whea  ahe  in- 

Siim  lfa«  teuon*  why  ihit  preMnt  it  made  ber, 
le  ti  ai  firat  iofonDcd,  It  is  rrom  pan  tSection. 
Well,  aad  »  noibiDg  io  rettini  axpceUd  1  She 
ia  answered,  Dothing  tbat  will  injate  too  in 
the  least;  only  a  aiull  matter  is  asked  as  a 
compensation  loi  lUi  Virginia  elMb  dm*.  And 
what  is  tbat,  my  son  1  Nothing  moce  than  to 
permit  me  to  make  a  faw  toads  aaa  eaDals  ihroogh 
fonr  farm,  to  be  made  and  used  at  ay  diseretioa, 
as  I  may  ihink  juepcr  and  rigbL  Tha  old  lady 
is  uanlcd  at  this  proposal,  that  bar  soa  cannot 
wait  till  ber  death  for  full  eDJoynenl  of  bet  prop- 
f(tr,  bat  for  this  present  she  is  to  releaae  a  part 
of  Acr  Mil  and  lb«  jorisdiciion  orai  il. 
.  Tb«  honorable  Speaker,  in  cotutriiiDg  cbe  C«)- 
ftitDiioD,  had  resorted  to  varioni  parts  of  it  lo 
sbowtbeseDseiawfaieb  the  word  "eilablish"  was 
tiacd.  Ha  bad  cited,  "to  establish  an  ooiform 
Tttla  of  naturalization."  To  wbkh  he,  Hr.  A.. 
would  answer,  that  the  only  sens*  io  which  the 
word  "  cstabltsb"  was  there  used,  was  to  gire  to 
Congress  the  power  to  make  an  naifimn  rnla 
niton  that  snUeet,  bat,  that  a  fattber  power  from 
this  word,  as  toerc  nsed,  coald  not  bederlTed)  as, 
for  example,  coald  it  be  coatendnd,  under  the 
power  to  eiublish  an  uniform  role  of  naUraliza- 
tion,  tbat  Coogrcsi  would  hara  the  right  lo  seiaa 
thepciaon  of  the  alien?  Could  it  be  contended, 
that,  under  the  power  to  establish  a  jodieiary,  as 
inantioned  by  the  bonoraUa  Speaker,  a  rMii  was 

ted  to  seise  and  Uke  ponessioa  ofall  ihi 
ouses  and  jails  belonging  in  the  Stniea,  a 


aa  incidenial  or  inpliad  powiw,  rcsaliing  from 

the  Dowet  to  esuUish  a  Judiciary  1    Ha  appra- 

inued  noti  and  yei  these  caaacqoeoeea  would 


nsnlt,  if  the  consiTneiioD  and  taasoBiaf  be  np- 
plied  to  ihem  which  had  bera  (o  the  power  to 
attaUiah  post  offices  and  poat  roads. 

We  wara  told  by  the  bonoraUe  Spanker  tbat 
the  sunander  of  Detroit  would  have  been  aroidad 
by  good  roads;  he,  Ur.  A.,  bad  always  listened 
Jo  ihat  genilemaa  with  great  pleainra,  bacanse 
his  statements  and  arguments  had  giren  him  eoa- 
aiderable  iufotmatioB.  He  now  laarncd,  for  the 
first  time,  thai  the  surrender  of  Detroit  was  occa- 
sioned by  bad  roads;  ha  had,  beratofore,  bean  led 
to  beliara  that  that  disaster  was  owing  to  the 
misconduct  of  the  comnMndlng  offieer,  either  to 
his  miafeaaanee,  malfeasance,  or  noofcasaneo ;  he 
had  even  anderstood  that  the  officer  was  arrested 
and  tried  for  that  miteoadnct,  aad  that  ba  had 


been  found  guillr  by  a  regokr  uibanal;  that,  if 
the  disaster  had  happenad  in  consequence  of  the 
badaeu  of  the  roads,  it  would  bara  been  unjust 


in  tbat  Iribnnal  to  have  condemned  tba  officer  for 
the  surrender  of  a  pott,  which  must  have  hap- 
pened, not  from  any  fault  in  the  officer,  but  from 
the  badness  of  the  road*,  ovenwhich  be  coald 
have  had  no  cooirol,  and  for  which  be,  in  justice, 
onaht  not  to  hare  been  aceouiitable. 
The  honorable  Speaker  bas  aaid  that  the  dis- 


mecful  BocM  which  took  place  at  Wathayi^ 
curing  the  war,  was  on  acooant  ot  not  havati 
military  nad.  Id.  A.  said  it  waa  aa  easy  bsk 
BOW  to  pack  all  the  diaaaiara  wrhich  BSffMl 
daring  the  war  upon  the  roada,  and  wbiek|n> 
pcrly  DeloDged  l«  the  persona  vrbo  managed  ai 
comnaadadat  the  panseolar  pl*oea ;  h«  wsai  | 
the  facts  and  eirenmttaneca  wmnaot  soeh  a  it 
doctionl  Ha  am>rahaaded  not;  he  h^  acm 
understood  that,  al  Woahiogton,  there  was  aa; 
want  of  military  stores,  m  other  mnnilioa*  at 
war,  which  coald  hava  occaaiomaj  tha  disgiae^ 
bat,  on  the  cMirary,  he  bad  rappoaed  there  wis 
an  abundance  of  the  maiarials  of  defence,  if  thty 
had  bcao  properly  used. 

Aa  a  further  argnmeiit  in  Ikwot  of  this  new 
system,  we  have  been  loU  of  the  gnmt  eziaadi- 
tarcs  which  happened  during  ike  war,  in  the 
Ira nsporta lien  of  military  stoics,  dfcc.,  ia  conse- 
quence of  ihe  badncaa  of  roads,  and  for  ihe  want 
of  military  roads.  Ho  wonU  bc|  noileoics  lo 
consider  that,  when  all  their  faaeied  plans  were 
accomplished,  and  their  roads  made,  if  ^  caesny, 
ia  another  war,  should  not  ehnoae  to  aunek  them 
at  tba  tame  point,  that  there  will  aziat  the  aaow 
necessity  for  new  military  roads,  aad,  of  course, 
we  must  begin  a  new  avaiem  of  roada  aad  ax- 
penditnres  at  tba  cloea  nf  erery  war. 

Sir,  said  Hr.  A.,  the  bonMaUe  Speaker  hat,  in 
concluding  his  remark^  eoaiaaded  that  the  eo» 
strnction  of  iba  power  necesMry  for  ibe  gcaonl 
purposes  of  the  Constitution,  o^i  to  be  npoa 
large  aad  extended  riewa  for  sixty  miilioBs  of 
people.  He  wouU  beg  leare  to  diibr  with  him, 
in  that  liberal  large  aad  eztsaded  view  of  the 
Constftntioa;  and  allhoo^  as  a  poliiteinn,  b« 
could  not  axiand  hie  Tiewa  ' 


proceas  of  reasoning  which  goreraad  hln,  in 
construing  thai  inatraoMai,  were  drawn  iiob 
more  humble  toureca— he  would  adopt  a  mode  of 
coosirHtioa  to  the  Coaatitatioa  which  wooli 
enable  it  to  survive,  and  be  tranamitted  to  tb«n 
unimpaired. 

Sir,  said  Hr.  A.,  on  this  oeeasian  we  have  had 
much  learning  displnyed,  nod  quomtioni  from 
the  opinions  of  others  i  the  opinions  oT Mr.  Jeffir- 
BOn,  Ur.  Idadisoo,  and  the  present  Chief  Ma^ 


authority  but  the  ConatiMtioa  iiaeU;  nnd  tha 
fact*  and  eircomstancea  neeeaiarily  iaMeat  is  it, 
as  his  guide;  Uiat,  although  maeh  re^cctwas 
doe  to  these  great  men  for  their  »iiiii<s  ikiii 
wisdom,  and  their  talenia,  yat  their  ojpaiou 
eonld  form  no  role  for  hi*  eonacienee  tipoa  the 
Goottrueiion  of  tha  Conslituiion.  That  it  woeM 
ba  rceolleeied  by  the  honorable  Spaakar,  that  Ite- 
fora  ba,  hir.  A.,  was  permitted  to  lake  his  seat  ia 
[his  House,  be  bad  idBiaistarad  an  oath  lo  him 
OD  the  Holy  Evangelists,  to  anpport  the  Coosii- 
lutioB.  For  the  reotiinde  of  the  minioa  wti«h 
he  w*a  bound  to  give  upon  this  Conrtfiaiiesal 
questioD,  he  was  aeeoaotabla  to  Qod  and  his 
country,  and  which  he  should  attempt  to  perform 
according  to  his  best  judgment.  He  aaid  that 
our  Qovernment  difiered  from  all  tha  govern- 
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I  ncDta  of  aDcienl  tinesi  th«l  w«  tr*  btAnd  b; 
written  ralei,  aod  legiilale  bf  Ihnn,  while  thoae 
i   eoBudercd  tbrauclTM  u  invastcd  with  tba  aoT* 
I   arsign  *athoci(^  of  thapcople;  Am  in  iheemi- 
I   stTOctioD  of  ihia  written  innnuneat  (ike  power 
I  under  wbieh  wc  aei)  we  moat  exanuH  it  bf  iu 
I   p«rlB  mnd  ita  sonttxl;  that  if  any  power  onder 
;    tbi*  insirameat  be  elaimid,  it  mMt  ba  abown  ia 
,    the  CooMiiation  to  ba  azpreMlr  graated ;  ibat,  if 
it  be  net  expRMlf  fraated,  bat  dnbiooa:  it  mnn 
thea  be  an  implied  power,  oeeesnirr  to  the  grant 
of  the  expreu  power,    TaktBg  then  tuIm  for 
bia  gaide,  at  thosld  proceed  to  eonaider  tbii  Con- 
slilutioB  M  a  power  of  aitoroer,  execnied  by  all 
the  Slates  ia  aolema  form,  and  •boaU,  iberefor& 
(if  it  night  not  ba  aniias  io  eompBting  amaU 
thiags  to  great  OD«a)  take  the  tania  mMa  and 
apply  ibe  Mine  priseiptea  of  eonttniaiion  to  the 
CfonatitatioD,  aoa  be  aoveraed  in  the  aane  wtir< 
ibnt  be  would,  when  Be  reaoried  lo  a  power  of 
attoiacr,  uoder  wbieb  he  acted,  to  asceriaio  the 
power  and  anibo'ritr  which  the  grftBior  bad  dele- 
gated to  him  to  exeenta  for  bin. 

The  repotlof  the  ooniiniitee,  then,  hta  founded 
thia  right  to  nuke  and  eonatruet  poat  ronda,  upon 
that  part  of  theCoasiilBiioo  wbieb  Ja  toba  foaod 
under  tba  eigblh  faction  of  the  firat  attide,  in 
iheee  words  :  "  to  cetabliab  poat  officea  and  poM 
roada;"  aod  thecommiuea,  bf  way  of  ettaUiahing 
the  poaition  taken  bjr  them,  have  proceeded  to  lay 
what  ■■  admitted  on  all  handa  to  be  within  tbia 
Conatitntioaal  proriaion;  ihey  have  taken,  and 
uaumed  for  admided,  ilie  Tety  ubjeei  in  eootro- 
rersy  ;  it  ia  tbia  Tary  matter  vbieb  we  contaat ; 
we  are  at  iaroe  upon  tbia  Tarf  point )  and  be  felt 
aome  conaolatioo  we  had  amrcd  at  it,  at  it  bad 
been  aeen  that  the  Bd*oeatca  of  tbia  power  had 
difiered  amoog  ihemaeli'M  aa  to  the  grennda  npoB 
which  it  ahoiild  be  elaimod ;  but,  U  length,  tbey 
ttad  made  oot  their  deelaraiioi),  and  >et  forth  their 
claim  of  power,  wbieb  be  abonld  allempt  to  op- 
poae.  The  oommiltte  bare  rcaortad  to  variona 
acta  of  Congreaa  aa  piacedeou,  and  Tariooa  aeu 
of  ita  Szeeative  Ma^ iatratea,  to  ahow  tbia  eo»- 
atrnction  and  admiaaiOQ,  contended  for  by  them. 
Hia  honorable  colleapie  (Hr.  Bahhoub}  bad 
given  a  full  anawer  to  ibeaa  procedcaiai  and  he 
would  only  add  tJut,  in  eonrta  of  joaiica,  preeo- 
denls  were  not  auiboritr,  uoleaa  uiay  had  been 
decided  spon  Ibe  principle  in  cooteal;  ibat  when 
the  judgment  or  the  mind  had  nerer  been  called 
OQ  to  act,  il  could  not  be  aaid  to  be  precedent; 
the  eoutu  ibemaelvea  would  diaregarcf  aaeh  pie- 
ce deola.  nod  moch  morewoi" 
under 

on  genilcmen  Io  uy  whether,  io  any  aoliiary  ia- 
Btance  of  ibcaa  pteeedenta,  relied  on  by  them, 
whether  legiiUtire  or  execuiire,  the  aueation  of 
oonatitalionaliiy  had  ever  been  atirted  ?  he  knew 
of  no  insiaDce  himaelf.  Then,  aaid  be,  ahall  ibo 
mere  inadvertent  acU,  either  of  the  Legialatara 
or  Executive,  be  a  role  lo  goide  ua  in  the  eon- 
itruetion  of  this  insituoient,  under  which  tba 
power  ia  claimed!  He  tbooght  iheae  precedcnla 
>  be  resorted  to.  and  woold  iherefoie 
one  of  them,  the  road  from  PlaUa- 


bnrg  to  Saekett^  Harbw,  which  aeemed  to  be 
mueb  apoken  of  and  relied  on ;  'and  he  weald  u- 
qaiTe,whBtwetetbecircaBBisncea1  Tberewere 
treo{s  atalioned  at  tbeaa  pointa ;  (bete  waa  a  i«ad 
already  eatabliahed  from  one  place  to  ibe  other, 
by  State  anihority ;  it  became  aeecaaary  for  ibe 
iranaportation  of  mitiiery  alorea,  &e.,  from  one 
place  to  theother;  ifae  troopawere  atalioned  there, 
aod  idle  j  and  ibcy  had  been  directed  br  the  Pre>- 
ideat  lo  work  on  the  road,  wbieb  bad  been  done. 
The  Preaideot  bad  claimed  no  juriadiction  orer 
the  road  ;  be  had  not  sDbatantially  interfered  with 
any  Swt«  or  indi*idnal  anthoriiy,  aod  if  be  were 
to  alaim  anthority  or  ^oriadietion  over  the  roed« 
Ur.  A.  would  not  heattatc  to  my,  that  it  waa  on 
■eeomption  of  power,  end  aoeonatitatienal  j  bat 


OQghl   D 

only  no  I 


nothing  of  tbia  kind  had  been  done,  and  ihetefore 

ipreeade 
whanercr  the  BxecotiveMagiatrateabad  bceoofi^ 


could  ibrm  no  preeadesi  or  obligation  on  ua;  ihM, 


cially  called  on  to  decide  npoi  tbia  Conatitntional 
qncatioB,  tbey  bad  decided  that  ihc  Gooatitntion 
gave  no  aacb  right. 

Bet,  air,  it  is  aaid,  in  the  report  of  the  commit- 
ter Ibat  we  have  the  right  to  make  and  eonatraet 
poat  and  miliiary  raada,l)y  tba  aaaeni  of  the  Statea 
tbroogh  which  they  puc.  Thia  poritionbeceold 
not  admit.  The  poweia  granted,  and  iateaded  Is 
be  granted,  by  the  Conatilutien,  were  abaolete 
pewcn  i  thay  were  intended  lo  be  given,  free  of 
any  condition,  mtriolion,oi  limiiaiioo,  and  to  be 
ao  aaed  under  the  Gonatiiniion ;  il  could  not, 
therefore,  he  ihonght,  be  contended  that,  for  any 
power  veaied  in  Congreaa  under  the  Conatiiotion, 
ihey  ahonld  be  compelled  to  ask  the  aaaeni  of  the 
State*  to  legaliia  ihie  power ;  to  exerdae  il  in 
this  way,  wonU  ba  to  ebaekle  die  powcra  of  ibe 
Ocaeral  QoTerameBt.  Thncdo  we  ever  paaa 
lawa  upon  ooaditton  thai  a  State  may  agree,  or 
Boi,  to  legiakle  upon  any  Bubjeet,  for  the  fnlAl- 
ment  of  which  we  are  to  aak  the  aaaedl  of  the 
Statea,  He  thought  we  could  not,  nor  onghl  we 
to  deiin  powera  from  the  Statea  in  thia  way.  If 
we  were  about  Kt  dcelare  war,  abouM  we  pua 
the  Uw  upon  condiiioa  that  the  Stale  ^  Virgi- 
nia, or  any  ether  SiMil  givca  bar  aaaeut  I  If  ao, 
it  might  follow  that  the  Bute  would  refnae  her 
aaaent,  and  remain  U  paaee^  and  be  exempt  from 
all  the  expanaea  aUenaanl  on  the  war,  aa  well  aa 
the  expoauM  of  h«  mca.  No,  air ;  let  ua  not  le- 
gialata  in  thia  way ;  lot  ua  net  derive  powers  in 
ibia  way.by  holding  out  thie  bait  of  auent  to  the 
States,  If  we  have  the  power,  let  na  aaaert  it 
directly,  and  not  lull  them  inioaeonrity,  Bfthus 
meetiu  the  qncBtlon  directly,  the  ButeawiU  ex- 
amine for  Ibemaelvea,  and  be  more  prepared  and 
eompoeedWrneetauohnaiatcof  thifflga;  noaddi- 
tional  argument  conld,  therefore,  be  drawn  from 
exerctaing  tbia  power  by  the  aaaeni  of  the  Statea,  ' 
but,  OB  the  contrary,  Hcmed  lo  him  to  be  a  con- 
'    ;  lo  abow,  that  we  eaonot  derive 


eoatcnded  by  gentlemen  in  the  atniinent,  we 
have  the  abeoluie  right,  nnder  the  Conatiluiion, 
to  cooatruet  poat  roada,  let  na  aee  to  what  extent 
tbia  principle  of  reaaooing  and  conairuction  will 
lead  us.    If  then,  Coogrem  poaaeta  the  power, 
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late  tiM  CeuiiintMn, 


1  nMtnwt  mwi  elKin 
I,  thej  bave  dM 


■d— tH>--_ 

n  m  IMMNM  ihc  pew«r  onr  ou  pott  rM^  w« 
ham  UM  poiret  over  all  tba  pott  roadi.  Ttiiu, 
m  iui  oaiari*M,  by  thi>  coHmietiaB  ot  tin 
Cou^MioB,  in  poMeaaiiw  of  M  th«  Mit  raadt 
n  tlw  Uailad  Stsiet;  and  w  an  •qoulr  i«  pof 
MMftB.^nd  JBtiadtetum  of  ad  tbe  poM  offioM  or 
bottNi  wImk  ttM  pM(  offlee  i»  HUUfahed;  tai 
waan  eoM  tfaws  an  about  foor  tbeoMod  poM 
dBao. 

ThoB,  ait,  hj  Aaa  mode  of  santrang  osr 
GoBttiUtimi  power,  it  will  lead  u*  iaio  m  po^ 
HUM  of  the  foil  over  wUsh  all  lk«M  made  paM, 
aad  into  thepouwion  of  all  tba  post  hoKMi,aad 
IbH  on  whiea  tb«r  are  builL  It  would  tb«n  b« 
1>  the  power  of  ttae  PoMnaMer  Oeoend,  who  bee 
■ka  Bgu  of  ««tri)B>hi»g  post  ofSeee,  to  take  po»- 
NMieii  of  aov  bonie  or  lot  of  laa^  in  lowa  or 
tmaaxtj,  for  tbe  poet  office,  aod  that,  eoaiiarr  *<> 
tbe  will  of  tbe  owne^  at  being  an  iBeideual 
powwr  neeeMarjr  to  tbe  Pott  Ofllot  EetabliihHMni. 
Aad,  wMIe  npoa  ihie  inlriMt,  ha  would  aetiee  a 
— eik  of  tbe  boDot^le  Speaber,  wbo  eaid  tbat 
the  General  QoTerBBeni  bad  a  rigbt  to  reat,  bin, 
otbnU,  a  poet  office;  bewnaldaot  diteote  wbe- 
Ihat  tbay  might  not  btre  a  heme,  but  be  wmld 
de^  ibBy  bad  aajr  rigbi  le  batid  etid  aeqsifo 
pmpcrtr ;  and  if  it  were  iDiended  to  ate  thia 
power  aa  aa  incidental  power  oi  riKbl,  in  oppoti- 
tkntolliori^tiof  indiTidualeor  BtMe^lowit: 
thM  ttacjr  wwre  eempellafale  to  jit\d  to  tbi«  powet 
or  ligbt,  be  eboald  deny  it  in  any  way  io  wbieb 
i*  nay  be  daiaod.  or  applied.  HU  boDoraWe 
eoUeicue,  (Mr.  B.  aitiTB,)  while  tpeakiag  od 
tba  eittrjcet,  in  deseribing  Ike  gveal  Mnefiie  *e- 
etf tmg  iron  ihf>  imaaiaary  eyitom  of  iaierBal 
knnrareoKBii,  bad  teld  at  that  thai  tbe  poadi 
aaa  eanah  aught  bo  eonpared  to  the  Teiot,  ane- 
iiee,'and  uaowi,  of  the  bnaao  bod]^— that  they 
were  tbe  politJeal  nfaie,  arieria^  aad  tiaewt,  of 
ibe  Qeaent  OovenemeDt,  or  body  politio ;  but 
ho  hoped  his  hoDoiaUe  eollea^e  would  alio 
Koccdteci,  tbat  they  ware  the  poiiiteal  wob,  ane> 
riee,aBd  liao'iMof  the  State  gowrBBeaie,  and 
that  Iboy  betoDfcd  to  the  8t»t>  Mweaadtinae  th« 
adafHioD  oTtba  Coutiiobn,  end  ibat  they  bad  tl- 
wayabeeaiB'tbefKMeeetieBaBdcBJoyineiHof  thorn 
aaeiiiaOi,aaditwortJbenowiooioddenatraiwfeE 
of  aU  Ihia  politieal  life,  aod  blood,  aad  etrei^b,  to 
tbo-Qeaeial  Qorennmnt,  bra  meie-coBetrtieitTe 
iaeidfl«al.pow«r,  whieb  he  believod  Hm  Coneil- 
oald  Bot 


it}>i)or  did  he  ._ _. 

ra  ef  the  CoaatitotJOB,  or  the  Staiee,  ooirid 
omt  IWTe  iBieaded  to  coavay.  Ho  would  there- 
fore beg  genileiaeB  lerioiuly  to  n^eet  wfaai  ex- 
teouTO  pawen,  jafiedtcliODt  aod  eoil,  we  were 
aboBt  to  aatBBM  to  oareelTOt  onr  the  MTeta) 
Btateat  whether  it  will  bo  ae  Ulcety  to  prodnee 
BkioB  BBd  peace,  at  tfaey  inagine;  and  whether 
k  will  not  toBd  to  a  eooeoUdation  of  the  powers 
aad  rigfaKoftho  State  (mTemmenU  in  that  great 
power  of  tlie  General  GoTornmeDt,  which  may 
oftortars  all  the  rest,  contrary  lo  the  plain  import 
of  the  CoBstiitttioD,  whieb,  ha  thooght,  coDdd  only 


i/aetodeeoriplivaof  AepoatrWiieaBlAo 
plaec  fte  the  ettec. 

Bat,  it  bae  been  aid,  we  har«»  right  (•  eatA' 
liah  Bulitary  eoada  ia  (ieae  of  war ;  be  wowU  deoy 
thai,  nnder  tba  CoostitaUon,  any  each  right  wm 
eoorsyed— ii  wm  boi  noeeuary  to  n«un.y  taek 
a  right ;  for,  if  it  beeame  aeeeetofy  ib  nne  d 
—     10  eat  a  Bilitary  road.  It  was  waty  «  bmr 

rf  naeceisly^  a  mon  tMepaw,  to  be  exenead  bf 
the  neeeadtyoi  the  ooeaaioB,  aad  reoaweralica 
fbr  tbe  aot ;  it  aroe*  br  the  kiwe  of  ■eece«iy  sr 
■elf-deft ace,  and  eealacoBfte  Bo  ngkt.  Inry 
iadindaal  bae  a  right,  by  the  law*  M  natwie^  » 
defend  binietlf— ba  dote  not  aeqniie  thia  r^t  by 
ConttitMiotMl  law,  or  by  legMatiev  tid,  bat  ii  h 
iaeidcDt  to  the  law  of  self-firesemiiaa ;  thae,  if 
otto  man  ■twalte  aaoiher,  and  the-  aosatlant  k 
kilted  by  the  other  io  hie  dcftnce,  tba  aet  is  a- 
eaaed,  beeanie,  by  tbe  laws  of  seLF-jpreaerTaito^ 
he  wae  forced  to  caaiBiit  (he  aoL  B«t,  It  wotU 
net  follow,  that  ba  ehonld  ba  eycneed  ib  kiJli^ 
any  eibcc  Man,  who  should  approach  bin  peace- 
ably. Bat,  ibo  raaaooing  f^  tke  comnntiK,  anil 
the  argtMBontoaf  mHknKn.go  bm^  fanhei; 
thoy  say,  in  tiino  of  wat  we  UTe  a  ri^t  le  e« 
ntihiary  roads,  as  a  neaeieBfy  power  implied  tmrn 
the  power  of  making  war,  aad  ihey  exiead  this 
power  a  little  fatlher  ia  tima  of  peace:  Tba^ 
IB  time  of  war,  by  fotot^  yon  cot  a  military  road, 
aad,  in  time  of  peaoe,  yon  claim  tbia  road  aa  be- 
Itrngiar  10  ]rou.  Tlte  eat,  tberefoiv,  ia  time  of 
war,  which  is  notbing  more  or  Je«-  ihin  a  Iree- 
pau,  i«  converted,  in  tiraeef  peace,  to  gire  yon 
jurisdJetieB  aad  tbe  right  of  soil;  if  there  be  anch 
a  magic  fNBWci  in  the  Army.tka^  whaterer  tbey 
toBob  is  time  of  war  gireeilMaoTerame&t  ricfat 
and  jwWioiioB  ia  ttmo  a(  peace,  it  wobM  M- 
low  itot  rights  IB  this  OoretBawnt  eovM  be  ae- 
qaiicd  by  oooqiWM ;  aad  it  might  not  be  avrprie- 
ing,  after  aaotber  war,  ibM  the  Goveramani  bad 
a  rigbt  to  claim  all  ibe  roade  alaag  which  troms 
bad  ai  aay  time  marched  dering  tba  war.  Be 
wotf  d  illBslraca  (his  eoasmietioa  vl  llie  comBHl- 
tee,  by  an  example  meatioaed  br  hb  beaonUe 
sollee^ea  (Mr. Babbobk,)  that,  iBifmerf  war, 
to  detead  oar  army,  or  to  aanoy  ear  cnaniy,  it 
mi^ht  be  aeeetsary  to  prostiate  tbe  hooae  J[  aa 
indiTldnal.  aad,  ia  time  of  peace,  he  shoaM  Ihiak 
it  jBsi  aaa  rwhi  lo  pay  tbe  iadiTidoBl  fbr  this 
tretpata,  this  damage  done  to  his  property;  bet, 
acoofdintio  the  Biode  of  eoneinicuoa  edited  ia 
retatioa  to  military  roads,  tbe  OoTerBmeat,  ia- 
stead  of  paylaff  for  the  injnry,  wonld  be  treated 
with  the  rinit  of  eoil  on  which  tbe  hooae  stood, 
beuBae  it  beeiune  neceamry  ia  time  of  war  to 

Setiate  iL  In  time  of  war,  you  cat  a  road  in 
Bade,  (and  bo  had  no  doabt  that  aome  had  been 
eat  dartBg  (he  Ute  war,)  it  followed,  (hen,  ac- 
owdiog  to  those  principles  of  eonrtroctioa,  that 
we  bad  a  right  lo  bold  it  in  time  of  peace.  Bat, 
it  might  be  said,  we  have  no  claim  to  asy  of  the 
lands  of  Caaadt,  and,  he  thought.  It  night  be  said 
with  great  trath,  that  we  hare  no  claim  open  the 
landi  of  the  Staie»— they  baTC  not  eoBTeyed  to 
us  any  aach  rights  or  power*— each  Bmte  is  aov- 
ereign,  diatinct,  aad  independent,  and  ezerciaes  all 
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the  MM  ef  MToraigDtr  wilhbi  it,  is  tbe  nne 
nanaor  ibat  Onida  don,  Md  it  oa<r  bonBd  to 
each  otber  bv  tba  GoDrtimuoD,  whieh  mir  be  eoo- 
■idereduftingncorooiifedentioii between  thsm. 
If  tbe  rep«n  of  tbe  comniiiM,  and  the  ugn- 
of  MBtleDMa,  be  rigbt  in  gifing  the  Oot^ 

Bl  tki>  Mwer  of  Bskinf  pott  roadB,  poet 

ofteei,  lod  nuliterr  «i*i»,  it  will  be  neenniT  to 
poiDt  eat  the  war  ">  whiob  8til«  of  iadiTidnek 
•re  to  be  deprived  of  their  •pnptnj,  ud  |Niid  tot 
tbeir  eoil  tans  for  tbete  parpoeei^  m  ww  reuMk- 
ed  by  bis  hononble  ooUeegae,  ^A.  Sktth.)  The 
StKtes  hKTe  been  in  tbe  rcgynr  poMtMMi  end 
exeieiae  of  ihii  tif  ht ;  tittj  an  luoe  tbeir  -wriu 
ittad  qu^  4ammm,to  CMdena  tb«  proper^  ot 
iodiTidotli ;  tbejr  bcve  their  " 
•xewte  AcM  proeeedinga: 


„  ,  «  p«t 

GeDBtitntioi  ia  the  fl&li  srtiele  nS  m  aaoDd- 
weuta,  wfaieh  deebred,  "  aer  aball  priraM  yref- 
etty  be  taken  for  pnWic  oee  wilbeot  juat  com-. 
peMatioB  f  he,  Ur.  A.^  eonld  ml  eoDairae  that 

art  of  tbe  CoaatitaiiM  is  aneh  a  way  **  that  tbe 
iveraoMat  Bight  thereby  aeqnire  title  to  the 
icil.  Bat  be  vadeniagd  tbe  plain  ■caniag  of  it 
to  be,  end  hara  allwioa  to  tboan  eaM*  in  tine  ef 
war,  i*  whieb  lb*  properly  of  aa  indlridaal  had 
btea  daetroyed  far  pablie  parpowa,  or  taken  tem- 
porarily for  pablio  KM,  nany  caaea  of  wbfeh 
might  uitnBgiaed.i  He  Miid.  that  aocording  to 
tbe  powcn  AOw  elaincd  for  tlie  <fcBeral  Oorem- 
Beiit,apoet  road  oranilitmr  read  nay  be  wanted 
tbtongb  a  maii*a  fana ;  hia  heoae  ooay  be  wanted 
for  a  peet  effiee-,  can  die  OoveraiMnl,  agaioat 
tbe  will  of  die  individual,  or  by  bii  conMot,  wrve 
out  any  mode  tUKler  the  Conetiintion,  by  jnry  or 
otberwiee,  lo  aa  to  aaoertarn  the  valae  of  ibe  aoH, 
and  Bcqaite  title?    He  did  Botifaiak  ihey  tovM  t 

aa  being  very  imyoruatr^ta,  verted"  *■■ 

•  a^intbe" 


eroiMd  bj  then.  He  wotdi  ad  if  tfaeia  olaimed 
powore  and  rigbia,  on  ih*  part  of  tbe  a«»«ral 
QoTwrameBt,  were  no  wetoaebmaat  oa  Stale 
righta— OB  individaal  rishM  7  tktn  to  lake  pmsee- 
liflo  of  tbeir  loil,  levM  noonuiaa,  renave  ob- 
struelioDB,  make  bridges,  &«.  Tbaaa  grsMa  he 
ifawv^,  eoeU  not  be  (bDod  or  implied  in  th' 
Cum^tuiea.  Bat  U*  h«o*i«bla colleague  (Hi 
Hm-rn)  kadeoitended,  ihac  tbe  makiagpoMt  asd 
militarT  Toad^  aad  diggiBg  eanab,  wae  no  cxr» 
ciw  Of  jnradicdoa.  Hi.  JL  Mid,  Ar  bia  pan,  he 
did  not  knew,  bot  oontd  he  eoBotlve,  irhat  wu 
a*  cSMniM  of  jiirbdietioa,  tf  tUa  w«n  not.  If 
hi*  iMglibor  bbbU,  at  h  ia  will  ud  pleainre,  make 
roada  and  est  caaaU  ihra«gh  bia  brm,  and  oh 
them  when  he  pleaaed,  be,  Mr.  A.,  ehoald  eoa- 
eeive  it  to  be  eaeroiaing  jsriadlciioa,  If  fah  free- 
bold  were  ihtu  invaded. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mid  Ur.  A.,  if  iheec  powert 
bdoBg  to  the  Oeaeral  Ooveinneai,  yon  mui 
make  a  new  let  of  jadgea,  juaiioet,  MoaerraiaM 
•f  petct,  cOeef*,  dkc,  ta  ' '  -' " 


iheaa  poat  and  military  roada,  tfarongb  tbe  Uofted 
SWMs,wilb  pover  to  removeotMroetien*,  to  keep 
-*- —  -~  repair,  and  to  be  paid  aalaries  as  a  maMn 
_  _  _  . .  le ;  aad  it  may  become  neeeasaty,  beM- 
ahcr,  to  lay  a  tax  lo  pave  all  the  roade,  and  to 
keep  ibcm  in  repair.  Bat  it  had  been  mid,  we 
need  not  fear  ibeae  thingei  we  need  not  fear  lo 
trnt  CoagTCBg  ;  that  ia  tbe  4»ganintum  of  ovr 
Qovernnent  we  were  (oeure ;  that  tbe  people 
have  a  right  to  tvm  t»  out  onee  in  two  vaaie  t 
bM  if  ibii  be  a  aufficient  reennly,  he  would  aA 
wby  it  waa  Beceamry  to  ban  bad  a  Constitaiiea, . 
Wtib  certain  defined  power*  3  Why  not  have 
relied  upon  Congreaa,  without  limtMtioo?  d«- 
peading  eadrely  apoo  tfais  ehcek  of  the  peopte, 
apoB  ie.eleetion  1 

fint  it  ia  aaid  that  tbit  mwainro  will  be  beadft- 
cial  to  tbe  Biatec ;  tbatweean  improve,  benuify 
■ad  adorn  ibem  i  ibat  they  are  poor,  and  notable 
to  psrfotm  iheae  great  objoeta.  He  iboagbt  ibe 
Stale*  were  able  to  pcrfotm  wbitevcr  might  be 
Bcceamry,  and  that  ibey  eonld  manage  beiwr 
thrwanlTiti  Aan  we  eoald  for  tkem.    nu  If 

~   y  did  not  imprerre  ao  highly  a*  we  tho^ibt 
y  oH^tJoy  were  doaag  for  ihtmeelve* )  and 

_ .  jMa  M  well  a*  indindnai*  look  a  mide  in  fo*- 
«in*ng  tbeir  own  «*«tn,  to  (ah  their  own  utte. 
Wd  preferred  lo  retaia  their  own  aotboritr. 


ipBoae  w«  aaauma  lo  ooiBdl  vei  tbi*  pewer, 

«ding  lo-onr  plan*  of  intoraal  ' ~- 

tlafoffil 
lihe  a  map  of  4 
city,  in  which  the  eueeia  kad  lo  and  Rom 


m«n  t,  an  d  na  I  i  anal  gBMioeai^  w»  laf  off  thi* 
on  a  plan  ot  sehi 


intoraal  improve- 
leaih  w»  laf  off  thi*  Dnlon 
ewhat  lihe  a  map  of  1Mb 


Capiiol  and  Preaideni'«  bonm ;  with  floe  pnvoA  ' 
roads  from  tbu  point,  for  honorabk  senilemen  •• 
imval  to  and  from  their  home*  lo  CeagvaM,  and 
iome  twcmy  or  thtcty  years  boaoe  yonr  Sni  of 
QovcrMaeBt  ii  removed  lo  ibe  Weat,  my  teLonla- 
ville  or  elmwheret  and  this  is  not  impoaeiUet 
wbat  tban,  air,  will  Uoome  of  ail  yoar  nanonnt  im- 
pmvemaBiii  aad  benciu  1  Ua«  ytm  not  begin 
•^B,  and  bavw  a  new  eat  of  rend*  to  eany  yen 
to  thi*  new  Seatof  Oovararaent?  Aaotbareon- 
aefoenee-will  peobiUy  ariae  from  this  ONtionat 
■yaicm  j  it  will  nn  donbi  be  ilw  otijeei  of  (hoar, 
wbe  may  he  iniruMed  with  the  esaemion  of  Ah 
great  natioaal  aobame,  M  extend  tbeir  WewsimB 
a  nattunal  aoak ;  they  mar,inpat«uingtUapiaa, 
diaregnrd  the  oemmeroe  and  the  coavanivnee  of 


a  city  or  Stale,  because  they  are  going  nptn  ■ 
Intga  oatiMMl  plan ;  they  may  wleit  to  ooneen- 
iraic,  and  make  a  kiad  m  national  oommeiae,  M 
in  odler  words,  to  have  ovarytbiog  apoa  a  large 
teala,  aad  overlook  Ae  peuy  inmreet  ef  •  fttnMw 
k  BommBnly  hat  hrna  and  may  be  dte  objeet  and 
tbe  inttMH  of  a  StaM^  to  oonoentiate  iia«omm«i«e 
at  iii<apiiai,or  elsewhere, m  snit  ilsown  inierwt 
and  eonrveoieneo ;  he  would  take  tar  entmple  Ae 
eitiea  of  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  RtohmBDd; 
the  policy  of  wtwee  States  waa  to  ooBeeamie 
ibe  commerce  of  eaeh  at  thoM  places;  but  the 
Oeaeral  Qovernmeai  EDoy  so  direct  their  aailonal 
pbrns,  a*  to  draw  ibe  trade,  by  their  roads  and 
oaanl^  toadifilirttot  place;  and  ihepsby  defeat 
Ibe  objeet  and  the  iateteat  of  the  State,  tbe  peoflt 
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Tbe  hanorable  ohifrcDan  of  tbe  eonoiiitM  wtra 
made  Ihii  report,  had,  in  opening  ibii  snbjaci, 
OKlled  oar  atieniion  lo  the  taiva  expand ita rat 
wbich  bad  been  laid  out  an  tbe  Capitol  and  olhar 
pnbtic  bnildiofa,  and  bad  reminded  u*  of  the 
(lealcr  ntilily  and  benefit  to  ibe  publie,  in  layinr 
oat  ibe  fundi  of  tbe  nation  in  internal  improTe- 
aaent.  He  bad  informed  ua  tbat,  by  a  report  of 
Ur.  Gallatin,  a  few  millioni  of  dollan  woold  be 
aofficient  to  eflMt  moit  of  tbe  objceta  of  tbaae 
■aiioiwl  eanaU.  He  hoped  tbe  bonoraUe  gentle- 
,  man  woald  recollect,  ibat,  whenever  a  pnblie 
hnilding  wa>  commenced,  a  report  waa  eDmrnODt; 
■om  neeeaMiT  lo  eomptete  it ;  bnt 
Toand  on  ezparimeni,  thai  ihia  aom 
lUy  wanted,  till  it  amonaied  at  laat 


Idiaga 
deof  t 


that  it  waa  foaod  on  ezparimeni,  t 


iva  limeaasmuehaawaaariyinallreooteaiDlBted; 
ao  be  apprehended  in  relation  to  Mr.  Oallatin'a 
iq^t^hat  after  we  bad  onee  begun,  we  moat 
go  on,  and  apprapriete,  jresr  afiet  fear,  till  we 
apend  the  treaaurea  of  tbe  nation  upon  ibeae  pro- 
jeela :  thai  it  waa  fiuiag  np  offieae  for  ihoae  an- 
AucUikera  lor  life  aa  it  were ;  that  it  waa  astcad- 
iag  tha  patronage  aitd  infloeaca  of  the  Oovem- 
m«nt  much  naore  tku  it  had  been,  nod  much 
fuibei  than  he  bad  any  wiah  lo  aca  il  encoded. 

Boi  w«  had  been  (old,  aa  a  reaaon  for  adopting 
thia  airaieK,  ibai  mo«i  of  our  rerennea  arise  from 
•owmcroe,  and  that  tbey  belong  cxelaaiTelT  to 
the  Oeoeral  OoTernment,  and  ibai  we  have  now 
avrplns  monejr  in  the  Trtttanrr-  In  answer  to 
which  he  woald  atate,  that  we  bad  adopted  a 
mew  irilem  of  go*crnment,  wbich  in  practice  he 
'  wiahed  to  ace  ezundcd  and  eberiabed;  that  he 
hoped  it  would  coBiisnei  thai  we  had  a  debt  of 
abovt  one  hundred  nilliona  of  dollars  alill  to  pay ; 
(hat  he  did  not  wish  tfaii  OorafDment  lo  panoe 
the  Baropean  sraicm,  in  permiitto;  thia  debt 
•Iwaya  to  hang  orer  usj  but  he  wiahed  oi  to 
iBftiiage  like  prudent  tarmera,  and  those  were  the 
bast  who  eoadneled  ibcmselTes  moat  adranta- 
gnoutly ,  in  keeping  ihemaelrea  clear  of  debi.  Let 
n^liketheia.Mjr  off  our  national  debt,  get  eren 
Witii  the  worla,  and  be  new  is  our  praeiiee  aa  we 
ua  in  theory ;  and,  shoold  a  period  erer  arrive, 
when  we  hare  ■Dtploa  mooey  in  the  Traasary, 
there  would  then  be  found  no  diSevliy  among 
lb*  8tMc^  in  amending  Ihe  CoiutiiutioD  so  as  to 
«wUe  eaeti  State  to  obuin  iu  portion  of  this  fond, 
or  to  di^ose  of  it  as  czperienee  may  anggest. 

Sir,  aaid  Hr.  A.  it  is  aaid  in  the  report  of  the 
•ammiUc^  that  the  iraniportatioo  ol  tha  mail 
will  be  enlirely  dependaat  on  tbe  will  of  Ihe  State 
govanucnta,  unleei  the  power  iheie  claimed  be 
vested  ia  tbe  Qeneiml  QovernmenL  The  rarjF 
idea  and  intention  of  tbe  General  Government  is 
here  exiJuoed.  that,  while  on  tbe  one  hand  it  is 
Merely  eoalended  that  this  power  may  be  excr- 
eiaed,  by  the  assent  of  the  Stales,  it  it  cvidenily 
aaea  that  the  power  i*  wished  to  be  enjoyed  abao- 
lately  and  independent  of  Bute  authority.  No 
iacoovtaience  has  hitherto  been  felt,  nor  can  it 
be  likely  that  any  will  result,  by  permitting  the 
jttiitdiotioa  over  the  soil  to  remain  with  the  State 
yoveramentsi  it  seemed  to  him,  therefore,  that 
It  waa  a  mere  airuggle  in   Congress  to  obtain 


power.  The  roadi,  he  aaid,  leading  ibrongkibe 
Biatfee  are  the  public  properly  of  tbe  Sum,  tay 
cannot  therefore  be  stopped,  becanae  th*y  en 
wanted  for  ihe  citixena  at  the  State ;  tfaer  have 
been,  ia  most  imtaaees,  tbe  propenj  of  tiic  citi- 
■eos,  sod  have  been  condemoed  hj  State  «iitbn- 
iiy  for  the  roads  ;  they  are  free  as  wnn  fm  all 
the  eitixens  of  their  own  States,  as  wdl  as  he 
every  citixen  of  the  United  Sottas;  the  eitixeai 
cannot  therefore  be  stopped,  by  anr  diserimiu- 
lion  of  ibe  persons  who  are  to  poas  them,  bceanc 
they  are  free  for  all  pctaons ;  tbe  mail,  therefor^ 
of  the  United  Siatcaoould  not  be  impedad,  aaleis 
the  particular  Stale  were  io  a  state  of  iBsarRc- 
tioD,  and  used  loree  to  stop  the  mail ;  aod  if  sbe 
were  in  this  state  of  insurrection,  the  Ctmatitvtion 
has  provided  a  remedy,  and  given  power  to  the 
OcRcral  Government  to  qneli  the  loaarraeiioa; 
and  therefore  il  cannol  be  a  neeessary,  iaeidcaial, 
or  implied  jpower  in  Coogreei,  to  bava  or  eJaia 
the  territorial  rights  of  soil  over  Ihe  roads  of  Ube 
States.  There  la  soeh  a  thing  as  a  right  of  wof 
in  one  man,  while  the  soil  Mlonga  to  aootber  { 
tbe  peraon  ihas  having  Ihe  right  of  way,  hat  mm 
claim  to  the  right  of  soil;  all  the  oitixeas  of  ^c 
State,  and  of  the  United  States,  have  «  right  of 
way  along  the  cataUtahed  rooda  of  eaoh  State; 
bat  neither  (he  citixeo  nor  the  CongreM  has  the 
right  of  soil,  bcsauae  liut  of  right  belongs  to 
the  Stale,  having  been  eoodemned  or  appropri- 
ated for  that  purpose;  whenever  therefore  Coa- 
greaa  ahall  claim  a  right  of  way,  diSirent  from 
any  other  cittsee,  he  vrould  deoj  that  right.  Bnt, 
it  ia  said,  tbe  road  may  ceas^  or  be  cliaiwed  mt 
(he  will  of  the  State  or  by  the  courts  of  theSiatoa, 
without  (he  assent  of  Congten;  that  is  true,  ano 
so  he  contended  itoaybt  lobe.  Who  is  most  iB> 
terasted  io  the  road?  isit  tbe  Blateorthecittzent 
of  tbe  Slate,  or  Congress?  Is  not  (he  road  for 
their  benefit  ?  is  it  not  for  their  convenience,  that 
il  is  established  aa  a  rood  ?  is  it  not  on  ibcir  ap- 
E^caliOB  to  Congrew  declared  a  poat  roadi  does 
Conmss  deaigaate  the  route  for  (he  beacfli  of 
iha  Qoveromaat,  or  for  tbe  people,  who  oaake  the 
application  toCongreasI  Certainly  it  iaeatahtisbed 
at  tbe  insiaaee  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  people, 
and  whenevar  the  people  fiod  il  to  thoir  iateteai 
or  coovenienee  to  cease  or  change  the  read,  the 
Suie  posaesies  ihe  right  and  anthoriiy  to  alter, 
change,  or  amend  it 

Tm  honorable   SpixKnt  had  said,  'A  mete 
coaniy  court  change  a  road  1"    He  would  answer, 

Ka,  "  a  mere  county  conn."  And  pray,  mid 
r.  A^  what  are  they  1  Are  they  not  eompoaid 
of  (be  same  matariaUas  wearef  Uay  they  not 
possessaamuchinformatioaaswcdo?  Hewoald 
aay  (hey  knew  as  much  aboat  their  rifhta  as  we 
did }  and  that  whenever,  in  the  opiawn  of  the 
peoplja  of  a  State,  a  rood  ceaaea  to  be  a  road  of 
puUie  utility,  be  would  ask,  should  tha  Siaiet 
and  the  eonris  of  the  SlaUa  postem  the  power  (a 
abolish  tbe  road,  or  change  ii  to  suit  their  coare- 
nience  j  or  ought  this  power  to  be  vested  io  Con- 

Kas,  beoauie  it  had  been  used  as  a  post  raadi 
would  say  (hat  a  fair  conilraelton  of  ihe  Con- 
Hiintio^  a«  wcU  as  teaaoo,  would  decide  that  it 
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ought  U>  bvloBo;  to  ib«  Buim  and  to  iba  eonrtsof 
the  State*.  Could  it  ba  reuoBBblr  eoDltDikd, 
ibkt,  for  «a  altentlion  of  one  of  ibaw  n»ds,  the 
people  from  Miaiinippi,'  QeorgiB.  and  oiber  dii- 
tkBt  Blain,  ara  to  beeomt  faambie  pelilfonen  to 
CoDgrcM,  to  DM  tbeir  lerritorf  in  their  own  w*j  1 
He  ihonghi  nol.  He  thooght  the  loeil  antborf- 
ties  were  mnek  beitn  jndgei  when  tmi  where 
there  eboold  be  Dewroa<lt,Dr  fomer  odc*  aliered, 
than  Congrcaa  could  be.  He  uid  il  is  beoefl- 
«ial  to  the  people,  and  therefore  ibef  aik  your 
mails  to.  pus  tbeir  State  roade ;  it  in  henefleiel  tu 
the  OepenI  GorerDineat,  when  the  Slatei  or  peo- 
ple ihne  aek  aad  permit  your  maili  to  piM,  and 
for  which  the  one  paea  aad  the  other  reccieea  a 
iceeane  ;  but  ibef  wilt  not,  in  ibie  mere  paeeage, 
give  foa  a  right  of  jariidieiton  and  eoil. 

Mr.  A.  Mid  he  would  aov  proceed  to  eianiac 
another  pan  of  the  eabjeet,  in  reletien  to  the 
power  of  making  canals ;  and  mnoh  of  the  rea- 
aoniog  ia  relation  to  the  roade  wottld  be  apjillee- 
Ue  to  this  subject}  but,Ha  the  power  was  elaimed 
firom  another  elauM  in  the  Constiltttion,  it  might 
be  neceMary  to  take  a  sliglii  riew  of  it. 

The  right  then  claimM  by  CoBgre«  to  make 
canals  ia  said  in  the  report  of  the  commiitee  to  be 
derired  from  a  cUom  la  the  CoDstltatioo,  in  the 
eighth  MCiion,  in  iheee  words:  ■'To  regnUte 
eommeree  with  foraigB  naiioae,  and  among  the 
sererel  Stales,  aad  with  the  Indian  iribea."  Thas, 
sir,  under  the  power  to  make  war,  to  eiieblisb 
post  roadi,  and  to  r^otate  eommeree  among  the 
States,  or  from  someofibem,  the  committee  have 
otaimed  the  right  ia  Congiets  to  lerel  mouniainB, 
cat  eaoali,  make  road*,  £c.  if  ihi*  coaitmctioa 
be  a  true  one,  it  would  «eem  to  kirn,  that,  upon 
tiie  same  principles,  it  would  not  be  a  greet  itreieb 
of  eouiraetion  to  uy  tbst  Coogresi  have  the 
right,  and  may,  if  they  find  it  oeeettary,  level  the 
State  govornmenu  and  their  authorities.  "To 
regulate  eommeree!"  Ceo  it  mean  to  inve*l  Con- 
gress with  the  power  of  enttin^  eaoab  1  It  ap- 
peared 10  him  thai  no  eonstrneiioD  eonld  be  more 
foreign  from  the  true  intent  sod  meaaing  of  the 
CoDstJtatien.  He  tnppoicd  ihii  to  regulate  com- 
maice  amoDg  the  States  would  intend  some  geo- 
eral  rale  or  law  operating  eqaaiir  npon  all ;  hot 
to  lake  poeeesuon  of  a  partiaolar  quantity  of  soil, 
in  a  pariiculer  State,  for  the  parpoie  of  cutiiiq:  a 
eana^  could  not,  he  thought,  be  a  power  granted 
or  4erired  from  ibe  Coaiiitaiion  to  regulate  eom- 
msrceamongibe  Biaiae,  The  Stales  are  ditlliKt 
and  independent  lorereigntiei;  bnt  if  yon  take  a 
portion  of  iheir  territory  to  cut  cansu,  Ifaey  are 
no  longer  indopendeni  sovereif  nties }  but,  on  the 
eonliaty,  depeadut  oa  the  will  of  the  Chneral 
Gorermneni.  Under  the  term  "  to  regulate  eom- 
meree with  the  Indian  iribee,"  have  you  a  right 
to  cot  a  eanal  through  ihsir  territory,  and  ihe^by 
claim  jurisdiction  orer  their  Mill  If  you  hare, 
thia  CooaiittitioQ  is  a  most  expanded  iastrnmenl, 
aad  will  give  to  Congress  much  power  and  lerri- 
tory  orer  the  Indians  wiihoDt  treaty. 

Can  you,  uoder  the  power  to  regulate  eom- 
meree with  forei^  nations,  cut  a  eanii  ifatotigh 
the  Bpanish  terniory,  and  tberal^  seize  upon 


Amelia  Island,  merdy  becauw  yon  bare  a  Con- 
stitniional  right  to  regulate  commerce  with  that 
nation  1  The  erideot  and  plaio  meaoiDg  of  the 
Constitution,  he  thoagbt,  was  that  yon  may  reg* 
DJate  oommeree  among  the  States  by  some  gen- 
eral law  not  interfering  with  their  sovereignty  or 
lerrilorisl  rights  ;  tbat  yon  mar  by  treaty  end 
law,  make  a  eompeel  with  the  Indian  tribes,  in 
relation  to  the  commerce  of  thow  tribes  and  the 
United  States;  that  you  may  by  treaty  make  a 
compact  with  the  Spanisb  oation,  and  by  law 
carry  tbat  treaty  into  rilect,  which  is  to  rwilate 
the  eommeree  of  tbat  nation  and  the  Dolled 
Sutea ;  that  you  have  no  right  under  the  Consli- 
tuiioo  to  take  poeaeaaioD  of  ibe  soil,  either  of  the 
Stales,  the  Indian  tribes, or  foreign  neltons,iocat 
canals  nnder  the  term  of  r^:iilating  commerce. 
Indeed  snob  powers  as  these,  instei^  of  regnlat- 
iog eommeree, might  entirely  destroy  it;  because 
you  lay  bold  aad  seize  upon  the  anbjeet  oat  of 
which  commeroe  ia  to  arise  between  tbe  Statea, 
Indian  tribe*,  aad  foreign  naiioea.  The  bonora- 
Ue  Speaker  has  rewrted  to  rarion*  part*  of  tbe 
ConstitDtioe,  as  apposite  to  prove  hit  coitstrnc- 
lioa  of  tbat  Inatrument.  Mr.  A.  said  be  woald 
beg  leave  (o  state  an  analogous  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution, and  to  draw  a  parallel  between  them. 
The  Conititntion  has  given  Congress  the  power 
"to  eoin  money,  to  regulate  the  value  thereof, 
and  of  foreign  coin."     Beeaaie  yon  have  the 

Kwer  to  coin  money,  can  you  seize  tbe  ore  or 
llion  7  BeeaOM  yon  hare  tbe  right  and  the 
power  to  regale te  tbe  valueof  eoin,  can  you  seize 
upon  tbe  cash  of  the  individaal?  Beeanse  you 
have  the  right  to  regulate  foreign  coin,  eta  you 
possess  yeuracir  of  tbe  money  of  tbe  foreisDer 
who  chaaecs  to  be  within  your  territory  1  Tbas, 
sir,  by  implying  power,  yon  may  eni  a  road,  dig 
a  eanal,  level  a  mountain,  seize  the  properly  of  a 
State  or  iadividnal.  Under  Ibis  system  of  im- 
plied Bower,  yen  may  claim  the  mine  of  an  Indi- 
vidnal,  you  may  cot  e  road  or  a  canal,  or  level  a 
monnlaiB.  to  gel  to  it,  and  may  seize  and  take  its 
contents,  under  tbe  term  "coining  money,  and 
regulating  tbe  value  thereof."  He  would  not  say 
thai  thia  would  ever  be  resorted  lo,  but  he  thought 
be  might  tmj  ifaai  it  waa  aa  fiiir  to  draw  the  con- 
elniona  which  he  had  drawn,  aa  tbe  eonclusioai 
'  whiah  hed  baea  drawn  in  relation  to  catting  ea> 
nals,  from  the  source  from  whence  that  power 
.  had  been  drawn.  He  had  nsed  it  in  argument  to 
ahow  tbat  Ibis  mode  of  coDsimiag  tbe  Coostita- 
Iton  woald  lead  to  dangeroos  eooseqnences;  and 
that,  in  the  eonsiroetion  of  an  inslroment  of  this 
magnttnde,  it  woald  be  better  If  we  were  to  con- 
aider  ouraelees  erca  bound  to  a  literal  coostrnc- 
tioo ;  beeauae,  if  a  great  benefit  were  likHy  to 
resall  from  such  a  power  being  vested  in  Goo- 
grssa,  a  reference  to  the  people,  the  fountain  of 
power,  would  remedy  (he  evil,  by  an  ameodment 
to  the  CoDsiitotioD. 

Mr.  A.  did  not  think  with  his  honorable  col- 
league (Hr.  Tdcur)  that  we  now  possess  this 
power,  Bod  in  all  eases  of  doubt,  be  thooght  we 
should  apply  to  the  people  Id  the  Constitutional 
way ;  hot  bta  frlaad  waa  trnwUling  to  make  thie 
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M  tbeiB,  bcMBM  ba  fariierad  m  idrasdr 

poMened  this  powa,  and  did  not  think  a  MAcint 
Bainb«r  in  ibe  CoD«tiiniioa*l  war  woold  ai*e  il. 
Mr.  A.  Mid  be  would  aevrr  fear  to  irnit  tae  peo- 
ple i  we  bad  iraited  ibcm  ia  nuicfc  mora  dannr- 
OM  and  difficult  lim«i  duriDf  the  war — waen 
they  weie  bard  preued ;  they  had  b«en  always 
faitlifiil,  and  supplied  what  waa  neoeMary,  and 
ItBeWgaa  well  u  wfl  did,  what  wh  ncaemuy  tob* 
gtTm,  or  withheld  :  that  ha,  Ur.  A.  wonld  Bulnui 
to  (hit  power  in  CoDfriew,  if  the  people  ihoof  kt 
propel  to  giTe  it,  altiiaqh,  n  wr  la  his  vole 
woold  go,  wbeoerer  that  q«Mti«i>  ehooJd  be  Mb- 
milled  lo  the  people,  be  wonld  nerer  eoaaent  to 
aaiead  liie  CoutCitution,  lo  ■•  to  vast  the  power 
in  Coasrau.  He  thongbl  it  a  power  they  onghi 
Dot  l«  Mtre,  and  would  wiab  it  i*  renaia,  wiwe 
it  ha*  beeo,  ia  the  Stale  ^TenmeDth 

Bu,  lir,  sboiild  we  deeide  we  have  ibis  rifht 
«Dd»  the  ConatiiQtion,  to  lay  out  and  eoHinut 
toad*,  and  dig  aaiiaU,  thraiuh  the  8uie«,  the 
aaue  difficnlty  atieee  wbieb  1  bave  nwniioned. 
How  are  we  lo  condemn  ibeleadaihnMvbirtiieh 
ibe  raade  and  eaaals  are  lo  ran,  and  on  wbieh 
4be  pMt  od&oaa  are  to  be  boikl  Aieweiodcrire 
tbo»  powcn  wUeb  tbe  BiBIei  ponen,  in  oob- 
demaioa  land*  fw  pnblie  oeee,  by  a*  a  win  of  tbe 
8  taua  1  Can  we  receire  power  in  tbie  way  ? 


Kopowertbtti 
obinlned.  You  imply  one  power,  nod  tbea  you 
bate  to  imply  another  to  cany  that  power  into 
exGCHUoti.  Tbu  the  iaipUed  power  heooniM  an 
ori|inal,  and  you  have  to  imply  *  doien  otben 
M  lacidentaL  Thai  joa  Hay  go  on  od  tMSaadtM 
until  yoa  have  no  power  wbaierer  left  epon 
wbieb  tbe  Bute  gorenneni*  may  net;  their 
authority  by  d^reei  eenaea,  and  they  beeooN 
eoniCBiplible,  and  tbe  wbolc  ia  ewaUowcd  op  In 
tbeOeneralQeTefnoHst.  TbehonomUeSpenkar 
bad  tai^  that  contraeta,  deTieea,  and  tbe  pnaisb- 
meni  of  mufder  wh  left  to  tfaen,  (even  upon 
ibBM  new  roada })  bat  be,  Mr.  A^  eeald  not  tall 
bow  long  that  weuU  remaiB  with  then,  for  il 
might  Jwreaf^r  be  tond  eonveiMent,  or  expedn 
ent,  even  to  uke  tb«t  nuborlty  from  ibem,  h4 
lh«  lew  you  leave  for  tbe  Stale  goverDBaente  or 
Ibeir  cenru  lo  aot  on,  in  the  caflie  nlie  yon 
wenkea  iben,  vntil  m  one  will  care  lo  nacept  an 
office  or  liuei  Kader  ihem. 

Ur.  ChairBan,  aaid  Mr.  A^  if  Ibe  SiMei  give 
up  ibii  rigbt  to  Congreie  lo  awfce  nada  and 
ennale  for  tbev,  and  «be  fnile  to  uike  and  to  im- 
prove  ibem,  have  the  Biate*  nay  power  left  to 
eempcl  her  to  do  m>1  IT  tbe  tiongreie  iboold 
dcNgDBte  tbe  route  of  Ibc  rand,  or  caaal,  nod 
aboud  ancrwarda  bil  la  coumwt  or  improve 
tben,  and  Ibe  Statea  abeold  afierwarda  attempt 
to  cxerciae  tbia  right,  they  may  be  told,  that  the' 
rifbt,  and  juriedictioo,  and  power,  over  those 

Kiaea  belong  in  Coogrm,  and  that  the  Btaice 
ve  no  autboniy.  Thoa  will  be  the  Butee 
eflieetoally  depeadenl  ua  the  will  of  ibe  General 
QevenBMOt  for  the  improvi 


tlmngb  Ibeir  owe  letriur^.  Sir,  aaid  Mr.  L.  if 
w«  ezMBine  tbe  Coatiilniion  by  its  geweni  Km. 
it  will  be  diffieolt  lo  gi*e  Coagvaea  thia  pwaa 
Tbe  ConatttDtioai   bai  a- 


!et,  while  it*  fmatera  wete  ibaa  eaotioaa  ia  aped- 
yinz  ibeae  few  aerea  of  land,  wbieb  arc  to  h 
puonaaed  by  tbe  ezpreai  aaaeot  of  tba  SiaMa.  ■ 
II  eoaianded,  we  may  iatplf  power  aBoogh  ii 
tbe  Coaatitaiioa  to  laka  millioae  of  acre*  fiew 
Ibe  Saies^  for  making  roada  and  '"*^«  CmK 
it  be  believed,  that  Ibe fnoMraof  that  taamoBcai 
would  act  ee  oaotiocMly  and  carafiiUy,  lo  avoid 
tbe  aaawaptieo  of  power  io  tbe  Geaaral  Qoram- 
neat,  and  yet  Ibey  ahonU  fi>rra  an  iaatiHmtai 
by  which  ibeyweregiaaliagauUiattB^aerMby 
mere  implieuiea;  be  tboRgbt  toe  nrcU  of  the 
wisdom  «  iboae  great  Men,  of  wkofD  tbe  waaU 
oonld  aeareely  foraiab  ibeir  cfaals,  to  aapMe 
tbem  gailiy  of  sacb  faUy  aad  iniwinaiaHiaiy  Mr. 
A.  said,  be  bad  Mid  that  tbe  SiBam  aqgbi  m 
manage  fat  ibemaetvea,  and  ibat  tbej  wen  com- 
peieni  lo  ibM  objeet.    Many  tt  iban  bad  bafan 


the  anbjaat  of  totetnat  improvemaat  atoadj, 
aad  we  oagbt  n«i  le  iaWraaeJdle  nad  lake  il  oil 
of  ibeir  baada,  but  let  ibam  nmroa*  fbr  tbem- 


aelvea,  and,  if  ibey  do  nac  do  it  as  wcl^  tbay 
aatisfy  ihemielvee,  and  wa  itan  no  r^bi  lo  eeai- 
plain.  He  hoped  gcatlemea  woaU  view  tbi^ 
na  they  really  are,  aad  sbunU  be;  that  it  was 
Bccaaaaty  in  tbe  fialiltcal  verM,  aa  wail  as  ibe 
aainral,  that  things  sbonM  be  k^  diatioei  and 
separata,  beeause  by  this  ibe  wbede  order  waa 
pnaeived.    Thia  tbe  petaoa  of  ana  i*  ftae^  ilc- 

Kadeat  en  bia  own  will  for  faia  eaadact-,  hU 
nae,  bia  bosM,  is  laered ;  hi*  fatnt,  atiU  a  brgcr 
aphere,  not  anlgeci  to  eoeroaehntwt,  nataeslw 
has  violated  aose  law  or  daiy  wU^  aathorlni 
power  to  loaeb  bin  by  iu  omeec ;  bia  coaaty, 
or  lownaUp,  atill  a  larger  apbera,  bat  aliU  not 
Mibjeei  lo  be  iDteffeied  with  by  the  leedatioM 
or  officer*  of  tbe  neigbfaoting  coaoty,  Tbeav  all 
composing  a  larger  political  eircle,  called  e  Ssie^ 
aad  all  the  SiaiM  fiHming  one  federal  Uaiim, 
acting  on  them  h^  geacnl  regalaUoaa,  yet  mA 
reuioiag  iu  pariicolat  eorereiBMr,  aad  the  «• 
erciae  of  ita  own  rigbtis  witbin  ita  Uaaitsd  jara- 
diotioa,  so  as  ael  to  be  eacfoacbod  aa  iw  tbe 
other.  If,  ibeBj  air,  yon  give  to  aay  pan  of  tUa 
political  maehina  tbe  power*  wbieb  kJang  to 
any  other  pan,  aad  aspeeiBlly  to  ihk  giaat  fida- 
lal  bead,  van  ibereby  dimiaiah,  and  iaaUr  oiea- 
traie^  all  laa  iaferur  powara,  which  ai 


poUlieal  wbeeL  li  wa*  ibeo  aale,  be  (aid,  in  bis 
opiaioa,  lo  praaerve  all  the  local  and  aectieaal 
jariadiclioBa,  powar^  and  iatercu,  whi^  aaaaa 
geallemea  aeemed  so  aaziooa  to  get  rid  of,  in 
order  to  neveDi  tbe  aeonmulstion  u  power ;  nd 
be  would  Mf,  even  ■ante  party  feeling  too,  uriatk, 
liha  tbe  feuin|*  of  aaiaie,  warn  and  gaaid  as 
againat  aggiaasion}  tbat  tbcM  barriers  oagbt  not 
to  be  broftea  down  by  tbe  amnaag  name  of  In- 
leraal  kapeovemee^  wbiob,  ba  tared,  nigbt  aid 
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hummal  fmft 


H.«rB. 


,  Mr.  A.  Bwd,-tb«  »  a  fatlfcet  illmiritiaii  tbit 
•  Congrvsa  caiDot  derive  power  to  kgidau  upon 
anr  Bubjeot  bjr  the  •Meit  of  the  Staui,  ha  would 
I  beg  leKT«  to  compare  the  CoaatitniioB  to  a  ooa- 
,  tnet,  «r  oopariiiership,  iato  which  thiftwn  pn- 
,  90QS  had  eaterfld  as  partoers;  that  each  panoik 
,  had  parted  with,  or  dapoeited  bo  mneh  of  bi«  ee- 
,  tare  to  be  iMDMed  for  their  sole  nte  and  geMrtl 
I  wa)far«;  tkat  tbeie  partntn  bad  appoiated  tfair- 
t«eD  a^ste  for  the  parnone  *t  eOMOetiag  and 
nHuiagiiig  this  pMlnervhip  ettate  fot  them  ;  that 
,  thme  agvnta  afterwardi  Bhoold  require  farther 
power  to  condiKt,  ae  ibey  thoagtat,  belter.  He 
woald  «ak,  whether  thcee  ageiita  eovld  make  aay 
new  cootraet  br  the  aneat  of  aoT  one  of  them, 
BO  as  loiUnd  the  origiMl  pereooe?  He  Ihoaght 
th«<e  a^eMB  eovld  not ;  their  power  exieada  no 
fartber  ibsD  otar  the  fandi  whieh  have  been  ia- 
irnsied  to  them  bj  the  parliea  to  ibe  eoairaet. 
That  wkeatver  a  new  eootraet  ie  made,  or  the 
fonoer  one  iatcaded  to  be  altered,  ihii  right  of 
niaki«g  or  alleriag  belongs  to  tboae  who  ware 
parlies  to  the  ori|iBal  agreemeat,  and  not  to  the 
•seotB.  Then,  Bir,  aeeoidins  to  this  rale,  the 
States,  and  the  peoole  of  the  States,  have  patted 
-with  a  portJsD  of  their  rigbis,  whieb.  nadcr  the 
Coastitulion,  is  vested  ip  Coegrese  as  tbeiT  ageois . 
Coold  it  be  said,  that  tbiE.afeney  eonM  acqaive 
naw  ctKhls  hf  the  asseai  M  ibe  States;  that, 
whenever  this  power  is  aeqairad,  it  must  be  done 
by  the  originals,  in  the  way  which  the  Censtr- 
tation  hadpoinled  out  bf  a  GootiilatioDsl  coa- 
enrrenee  M  the  L^islatures  of  the  States,  or  by 
the  cODVeations  of  tfae  States  as  dedired  in  the 
CoDsiiiuiioa ;  the  otily  way  by  which  powera 
could  be  oblaiiMd,  and  not  by  a  mere  legislaii'- 


witb  only  a  vny  few  other  remarks;  that  he 
woald  remind  ihem  of  the  old  Co^edentioa 
which  had  oarriad  os  throagh  the  Revoladonary 
war  without  any  of  these  powers  haog  claimed 
or  asked  forts  nceeisary;  that  when  Ibe  Coosli- 
totion  was  formed,  it  was  in  principle  the  same 
as  the  old  Confederation,  except  some  few  addi- 
lioakl  powers,  which  esperieDse  hid  sngMetfd  as 
necessary,  t^  appeintmeat  of  a  Chief  Magts> 
trate,  aad  aome  few  oibeis;  that  this  new  instra- 
ment  had  coadncted  as  thnwigb  the  late  war  to 
peace  and  harmony,  without  these  powers  being 
posaesBcd,  or  claimed  as  aeeessery ;  that  it  was 
(Enable  of  condueliag  as  to  any  distant  period, 
Bnl)»s  we  apply  these  new  priaci|ries  of  censtrttc- 
tioti  to  tt ;  that,  if  we  do,  there  is  no  need  of  a 
CoostitntioD  at  all,  but  we  atay  trust  all  to  the 
Congress  as  Britain  does  to  its  Parliament.  He 
said  ae  was  eoosiderably  exhausted ;  he  thanked 
the  Committee  for  tfacir  attention,  and  would  say 


Hr.  SiUKiNB,  of  Boaih  Carolina,  slid,  ha  rose 

"    "^   " '  "    '        ■  s  the  Committee  nn- 

as  perhaps- erer  fell 

r.     Tbi  ■ 


SE  that  late  hour)  to  address  the  Committee  nn- 
r«s  serions  impedi 


o  the  lot  of  a  yonag  speaker, 
portance  of  the  subjeei,  the  teoglb  of  time  li  had 
been  under  eoDsiderUion,  and  the  exallcd  taleai 
whieb  had  already  been  davtlopad  In  the  pieseat 
13th  Con.  1st  Ssu.— 39 


diaeassiaa,  logetber  with  his  own  itMonpetaaer, 
Ikad  Heated  ic  faimadiffldeoceof  which  be feand 
it  impossible  to  diveu  binueir.  Bat,  said  he,  ao 
obsiaele,  howercr  great,  shall  deter  me  from  rais- 
iag  my  vaice  and  raeordiog  my  vole  in  feror  of 
a  subject  on  which  the  future  destiny  of  my  caaa- 
try  greatly  depeads.  It  bos  been  attempted  by 
tfae  enemies  ot  the  rceolBtioa  under  discussion  to 
'Separate  the  general  expsdisDcy  of  the  measare 
propesed  by  the  Committee  frMH  the  OsastiU- 
tional  question  thereon ;  bal  ifae  first  was  indls- 
eolubly  conoteied  with  the  last— «o  muoh  so  that 
it  was  impossible  to  state  the  powers  delegated  to 
Congress,  wiibent  bringiag  strongly  into  view  the 
■easnre  of  expedienoy, so  "necessary  and  prooet" 
to  be  adopted  to  earry  tboae  powen  fuMy  mto 
effael.  I  wg  lease,  tfaercfoie,  Mr.  Cbairman  (aadd 
Mr.  S.^  to  prment  a  short  view  of  the  distia- 

giishen  advaalagcs  which  would  result  sh<»ld 
ongTcm  act  with  aa  energy  and  wisdom  sKled 
to  its  dignity  on  Ibis  snbjeet. 

Ittiaraal  lmpr»Mmeat,ihen,  would  lUetaasetlK 
real  wealth  or  the  cenfltry  by  Uis  speedy  iahM- 

doction  of  a  spirit  of  indostry  a—" — 

This  had  been  the  case  In  all  m 
had  been  efaaqucred  wilh  roads  and  eaMtb)  ttat 
no  oouniry  on  earth  was  capable  of  greater  hn- 
woremenu  ia  this  regard  than  our  own  i  that  the 
Bast  with  the  West,  and  the  North  srith  the 
fSoatfa,  would  be  ineitad  by  the  siroagest  pnoai- 
plca  of  interest  to  reeiptoeate  eoaimercid  nnm. 
This  sort  of  improvement  would,  in  fact,  be  the 
only  means  of  rendering  our  ooantry  truly  iade- 

Cdent ;  it  would  give  as  resources  when  eat  off 
a  foreign  corameree  by  ware  with  that  nation 
aith  whom  we  are  most  likely  to  come  in  eoUi- 
tioa. .  Ai  siteh  a  time  the  Elouthen)  aad  Weeteto 
Siatae  would  feed  the  ataanfaetories  of  the  Noitli 
and  East  with  the  raw  material,  and  not  ooiy 
thereby  clothe  your  arinies,  bur  famish  the  meaas 
of  paying  taxes  snd  raising  a  rerenae,  when  the 
want  of  ibcm  wonld  be  most  severely  felt.  Roads 
and  cRoala  would  be  of  the  most  lodispeisable 
importance  ia  another  aad  a  most  obvious  poiai 
of  view.  Tbey  would  enable  you,  with  ease,  lo 
eoBoentrale  your  furoes,  iranspott  year  eanaoD, 
military  stores,  and  mnoliieas  of  war.  The  tast 
expense  and  ua paralleled  iaconveaieDce  safietad, 
during  our  late  war,  for  Want  of  these  faailitiCB, 
ahoBM  inculcate  a  lesson,  whieh  ougbt  naearrAir 
be  forgotten  by  an  Aneriean  tq^ 
later. 
But  what  1  devm,  said  Ur.  8.,  more  iippo>(>Ql 

an  ail,  and  altbou  '  '  "" 

by  the  iwnotable  (., 

suficienlly  adverted  to  and  kept  in  mind  in  lUs 
debate,  is  the  cmsolidstion  of  this  growing  eotui' 
try.  There  ii  not  so  great  an  evil  whieb  can 
aseail  a  people,  sprssd  over  snch  a  vast  sarhee, 
as  local  jcalounes'-as  nafeunded  in  their  aatnie 
as  dangerous,  io  ibeir  consetjuences.  I  eanaot 
here  omit  taming  your  atteauon  to  the  unaual- 
Irled  increaae  aod  rising  importance  of  the  West' 
ern  country ;  and  I  have  heard  it  ssidf  Hr.  Chair- 
iDin,  but  never  without  pain  sod  ludlynaiiaa, 
that  the  great  ridge  of  mountains,  dif iiliag  it 
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{nrn  the  Atlknlie  StaWa,  woaM  be  tba  line  of 
MMnlioD  ai  Hm«  futura  dajrl  If,  ibcD,  roe 
wiib  to  [«ar  up  (he  foaodatioD  of  ihis  Mileful 
idea,  lel  me  conjure  jou  to  make  tuty  tbe  eom- 
miiDieatioiii  between  ibe  two,  by  meaoi  of  roada, 
Bud,  Ml  far  ai  pTBciicable,  by  navlgaiioo.  I(  was 
taid  to  debate,  at  the  laatkeuian  of  tbii  bodf,  aod 
D0Tct  eoDlMdicied,  tbat  a  ditiBace  beyond  ibe 
monaUiDa,  wbieh  now  take*  eigbl  day*'  traTd, 
by  tba  improiemeDt  of  «  gooil  road  tnigbt  be 
mne  In  tbree.  Thia  ahowa  wbat  migbt  be  done 
by  eleyaiing  Dar  riew*  to  cieat  national  objeeU. 
Let  Hi,  tben,  fay  doing  wbat  ia  eaaily  in  oar 
power,  anile  and  cement,  by  trade  and  inler- 
Boane,  the  moat  diitant  parte  of  this  great  eon- 
linent,  so  tbat,  inrtead  of  bciar  aplit  into  panka 
and  faeiioni,  by  a  mere  ideal  difierenee  of  fa- 
tereata  and  prineiplea,  we  may  aonitiinle  one 
miied,  harmotiiona,  and  proeperoa*  family  I 

But,  it  ie  Slid,  that,  however  admoniahed  by 
expediency  or  iDleretl,  we  cannot  make  roada 
aad  caoala,  or  improve  aavintlon,  becaoie  it  is 
tueonatiiuiional  to  do  ao.  Before  we  ean  have 
TJeWB  cmloolated  to  gire  a  fair  and  naioral  con- 
unntioa  to  the  (wwera  of  Congreaa,  as  delegated 
in  the  CoDBtiintion,  let  ui,  Mr.  Chairman,  go 
back  and  examine  the  articlea  of  ibe  old  Confede- 
ntim,  and  Me  tbe  defeeta  in  it,  which  were  the 
foHdatioa  aad  oecaiion  of  the  adoption  of  the 
pnacai  inalrtimenl.  The  raiDons  deSeieocy  of 
theae  uticlea  of  aaaociation  waa  in  ibat  great 
waat  of  ennsy  in  the  General  Qorernment,  wbieh 
alone  waa  euenlalcd  to  preaerve  the  Union.  This 
wnt  of  atreiglh  related  to  three  particulara  maia- 
ly:  n  want  of  power  to  raiie  money  for  naiiooil 
parpoeea ;  a  want  of  power  to  raiae  men  for  "  the 
oommOQ  defence"  of  the  coDlioeai ;  and  a  want 
<tt  power  to  regtilate  commerce,  both  foreign  and 
ittlenwi.  Theae  power*  were  ail  at  that  time 
Tealed  in  the  8ta[ea,and  were  once  thought  to  be 
important  ingredieol*  of  State  aoTereigoiy.  But, 
wttai  did  experience  prove  1  That  the  Qoi 
ment  of  the  Onion  then  existed  only  in  I)l_., 
being  wholly  dealilnte  of  atrength  and  anbetance. 
Let  ua.  then,  Mr.  Chairmain,  keep  tiradily  in 
Tiew  iheae  alarming  defect*,  which  rendered  il 
indiapenaably  neeeaaarv  to  call  a  eonvcDtion  of 
Ike  aeveral  Stales  to  adopt  a  aew  order  of  tkinga ; 
llua  was  done,  aad  to  ebow  the  objeeta  wbieh 
piesaed  with  moel  weight  on  ike  miod*  of  the 
coaTeMioo,  1  eaU  tbe  atteniioo  of  the  Committee 
to  (ke  preamble  of  the  Conaiiiution  :  "  to  form  a 
'  BMr<  perfect  union,  establish  Joatice,  insure  do- 
'  mcatic  tranquillity,  provide  for  tbe  common  de- 
'  fenecj  promote  the  general  welfare,"  du:.  And, 
again,  to  tbe  8ih  section  of  tbe  l*i  aitiele,  wherein 
tbe  powen  are  delegated  to  Gongre**,  tne  power 
to  ''lay  and  collect  taxes,  dbc.,  to  pay  the  debts, 
aad  provide  for  tbe  common  defence  an cl  general 
welfare  of  tbe  United  Statea,"  dtc.,  firat  arreais 
the  aiteDtioD  of  tbe  eonveaiioo.  Now,  altbougb 
tbe  power  to  provide  for  the  common  defeaceand 
general  welfare  is  aaid  to  be  too  general  lo  imply 
Ibe  giving  of  power  for  toy  specific  objeei,  ^et  1 
deem  it  of  the  Dimoat  importance;  for,  let  it  be 
laMBbered,  ibat  it  is  inaeiied  in  the  very  first 


olanse  of  the  eeciion,  and  in  ibe  midst  of  <m  of 
Ibe  mosl  imporual  enumerations  of  powet. 

If,  however,  it  be  admitted,  that  Ibe  foittif 
these  particular  words  is  restricted  by  safaaeqaw 
specifications,  yet  we  find  in  ibote  epecificauoai 
a  power  "  lo  declare  wer,"  "  (o  raise  aod  anpfgrt 
armies,"  "  to  provide  and  nuintain  a  nBvy."  'a 
provide  far  calling  forth  Ibe  militia,"  &c-aid 
that  Congress  baa  power  "  to  make  all  law 
which  are  neeesaary  and  proper  for  carrying  iia 

. „  -         trhea- 

preaaiouL 

may  be  fa    .  ,  _  ,- 

in  ibe  conairoction  of  the  powers  ineidenial  U 
ihoae  ex|»esaly  delegated.  To  fr«e  the  urn 
men,  who  frnnied  the  ConstilutioOj  fram  almrd- 
Ity,  it  must  be  admitted  that,  in  giriag  lo  Con- 
greaa  the  power  of  declaring  war  aod  defendiq 
the  nation,  the  powet  lo  make  laws  for  cairyiaf 
OB  this  war,  in  ike  moat  energetic  nnascr,  man 
have  been  also  given ;  for  the  power  lo  make  til 
lawa  which  majr  be  neeeaaary  and  proper  fat 
carrying  iaio  eneet  the  powers  ezpststiy  girea, 
ia  alao  exprcaaly  delegated  in  the  CcaaUuiioa. 
Who,  then,  am  to  be  the  judges  of  whuUwt 


execution  tbe  foregoing  powers,"  &e. 
preaaiooL  to  provide  for  the  commoQ  defenn. 
may  be  fairly  taken  into  view,  aa  of  great  we^ 


are  or  may  bo  aeceaaary  and  proper  f 

'"  Will  they  exerciw 


Uwt 
I  answer, 
the  members  of  Congreas.  Will  they  exerciw 
it  discreetly  1  I,  for  on^  have  fall  eonfidenet 
that  they  will.  Clothed  with  ibie  impoitaai 
power,  and  aMing  nader  the  aolemn  obtigaiioat 
of  their  oaths  and  dniy^  1  have  no   fe^n  of  a 


sovereignly,  or  a  deaimeiioo  of  Stale  rights,  bf 
men  cuming  from,  aad  identified  with,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Siatea,  elected  for  onljr  two  featv,  anJ 
then  returning  to  the  bosom  oi  tbe  Btntea,  ii 
whoae  Legislaiurea  rooai  of  ikem  have  served, 
and  many  of  tbem  will  again  serve.  This  alam 
about  Stale  righta  has  been  gotten  up  and  enconr 
•ged  by  genUemea  moat  strangely.  It  wonU 
resily  seem,  that  both  tbe  Siaie  and  QeoenI 
Qovaromenia  were  not  the  Qoveramentt  of  iht 
same  people,  ideotified  by  the  same  iateresi*. 
Tbe  late  war  haa  ahowa  that,  at  times  of  great 
national  peril,  the  danger  ia  not  from  too  miich 
atrength  in  the  Oeneml  Oovernment,  bat  too 
nveh  weight  ia  the  great  States,  who  make* 
stand  to  unnerve  and  palay  the  arm  of  naiioaal 
power  I 

Bat,  it  ia  aaid,  that,  althoagb  Congresa  moil 
judge  of  wbat  laws  are  necesatry  and  propel, 
yet  thia  neeeaaiiy  mast  be  an  absolate  iadiapea- 
sable  one.  In  the  tense  in  which  this  abeolnM 
necessity  ia  coatended  for,  said  Mr.  8.,  I  deny 
the  propoaition.  According  to  this  coDsiruetioa. 
the  powers  of  Congress  would  not  be  worth  t 
fealber,  for  tbe  wheels  of  Qorernment  eoutd  b« 
move.  Tbe  power  is  given  to  lay  and  called 
laxea ;  but,  it  might  be  contended  by  the  stick- 
lers for  absolute  neeeaaiiy,  thai  the  power  of  ■■■ 
mediate  levy  by  diatreaa  (ibe  present  method) 
instead  of  a  regular  sail  inatiiuicd,  was  not  abio- 
lately  oeeesaar)[,  aad,  therefore,  not  given  u 
Congreaa,  Again,  in  the  power  to  provide  asJ 
mainlain  a  navy,  it  might  be  taid,  that  our  prtf 
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eat  aavKl  board  wu  by  no  ioniw  nccMMr  j  , 
that  ao  aSclakt  8«crttary  aiighl  be  quite  ade- 
qaaie.  Indeed,  ii  ihi  poww  u>  dtelare  war,  it 
might  ena  be  Mid,  ifaai  the  pow«r  to  earrr  i>  on, 
not  bai^  expnadf  giren,  wu  denied  to  Cod- 
gresa.  aaeb  itriet  eomtrnciions  would  laaoeh 
Tis  into  aa  ocean  of  aocertainiiesj  aod  fritter 
away  alt  of  ibe  Coaditalioa  tbal  la  wenb  ^e- 
aerviDg. 

The  power,  then,  lo  make  roads  and  eanali  for 
militarj  parpoMB,  for  tbe  more  tmaj  coaeenlTa- 
tioa  of  troopi,  traacporteu'oD  of  amu,  and  all 
aorta  oT  warlika  atorei,  I  iafw  u  aeoetwrilf  Ja- 
cident  lo  the  power  of  deakariaf  aad  nnjlttg  on 
awar;  aod,  if  we  oan  make  rouaaadCMtabfoi 
■nilitarr  or  waiiike  pnrpoeet.  it  ii  ao  aqmnenl 
agaioKi  tbe  power,  that  tbey  mwf,  aad  will  be 
UMd  far  eommereial  parpoMs.  It  will,  ibertfbre, 
BOt  be  of  great  ia^riaaee,  wfaelber  or  not  the 
power  of  sakiBg  roads  and  caaala,  for  aanaier- 
eial  parpON*  alaae,  ii  givea  lo  CongrcM,  ia  ito 
geaaial  power  "to  regolaia  eommerea  wiib  for 
eieB  aaiieos,  and  aaiDaff  the  eereral  Statea.' 
Thai  ibii  power  i«  fairly  iaferrible  from  Ibe 
power  **  to  deelan  war,  raiee  aad  anpport  armiea," 
&c~  declTea  great  atreagib  from  tbe  Uhb  tectioa 
of  the  let  anidc^  wtaieh  aipraMly  fetbUi  the 
Siaua  ff<MB  "  keopiag  iroope  at  ehipn  of  war  ia 
tina  of  peaea^  or  from  aaiering;  iato  any  agraa- 
ment  e«  coaipaet  witb  anotbcr  atala,'*  iberebjr 
tendering  i<  impoaaibie  for  Statea  to  conetraet 
anf  road  or  canal  of  great  imporiaam,  which 
muat  aecaaaarilr  ma  into  two  or  mora  Btalea,br 
their  own  agraemant.  Tbe  idea  of  the  aiialenee 
of  thia  power  derirea  alio  additional  confirma- 
tiOD  fron  tbe  4lb  aaetioa,  aitiele  Itb,  in  which 
the  Uoiled  Btatea  raaraaiiai  to  each  Slate  a  re- 
pablicaa  form  of  OoTerDmcDt,  and  to  protect 
each  of  them  againit  invaaion  and  domeaiio  rio- 
lenee.  It  ii  aoi  oalf  in  Coagraaa,  bat  exclaaiTe- 
Ij  there;  for  of  what  imporunee  waold  it  be^  if 
maj  or  arery  Slate  baa  a  right  to  impede  it,  or 
atop  the  Uniiad  Biatei  from  a  free  cxereiaa  of  it  1 
Sneh  a  ataie  of  thinga  wonid  iavolfe  tbia  maai- 
feat  abcatdiir — that  tbe  Halioaal  GoTetomaot  ia 
aoleinoljr  pledged  lo  provide  for  the  eommon  da- 
fanea^  (and  Ihta  provialoa  abenld  be  made  in 
peao^  for  ia  tim*  of  war  it  woald  not  ba  wMei- 
bla  to  do  it,)  and  fet  bad  not  tbe  power  ot  tbia 
firtt  and  moat  imporiaat  of  national  datieal 

There  ia  aaothai  fonodatiaa  given  in  ibe  Con- 
BtitatioB  for  the  ezareiaa  of  a  power  to  make 
Toadi  and  eanala :  it  ia  the  pririlege  ciran  Coa- 
greaa  ta  raiac  a  fuad  of  it*  own,  bf  laring  and 
eoUcoting  tana,  which  nuf  b«  expanded  for  the 
commoa  defenee  and  general  welfare,  or  in  any 
way  GoDgreaa  majr  deem  it  expedient  j  ao  that 
eertaia  apeeified  probibitioai  in  ibe  Constitation 
are  SM  tiolalcd.  In  tbia  point  of  view,  the  aa- 
MM  of  nj  Blate  to  improremeaii  aboat  to  bt 
made,  either  by  ruadi  or  canal*,  ia  iti  own  terri- 
tory, nay  be  imporiantj  for,  althnu^  by  tbe 
Coaitiiuiion.  "  no  man'a  prirate  properly  oan  ba 
taken  for  publie  naa,  withoni  jtialcompeniiation," 
yei  tbe  Uoiiad  Sutea  hare  the  power,  with  thar 
own  iMMMy,  lo  ODDliaot  with  any  State  or  indi* 


vidnal  for  the  nae  of  in  aoil,  either  for  raada  «i 
eanala,  banns  the  civil  jariadietion  over  aaoh 
road  or  otnu,  in  the  State  tbrongb  whieb  il 
weald  lue.  The  power  of  Coagraaa  to  eoatrael, 
or  expend  ita  moaef  for  any  beoaficial  pnrpoean 
whatever,  ia  exemplified  in  a  thoaaand  iaaiancaa 
ihroaghoai  your  atatnta  book;  and  no  good  tea- 
aon  can  ba  ahown  wby  thiaOoTernment  may  not 

Sarebaae  Bad  hold  the  right  of  way  throngh  aaj 
taia  or  TarriMtr;  or,  ahoald  eoeh  State  ra- 
fnae  to  aell,  the  CoBaUtatioa  haa  atill  given  m 
the  power  to  nae  aaeb  right  of  way  wbeaevet 
the  paUia  good  may  rtqaire  it,  provided  joai 
BompMuaiion  therefor  be  made  to  tbe  ownera  of 
the  aoil. 

That  part  of  tba  Conatitntioa  whieh  (JTea 
Coagreaa  the  power  of  eetaUiabing  poat  cAcea 
and  poet  teada.  ia  wo  clear  and  espreaa,  aad  wm 
ao  aaanawarawy  dosoulnuad  by  the  ttfrntim 
oa  Satuiday,  that  I  will  mm  dataia  tba  Coouail* 
tee  in  endeavoring  to  maka  more  pleia  that 
whieb  ialooohvioiHfordaahl,Bllhotigblfaegan- 
tlemaa  from  Virginia,  (Ur.  Anavia,!  who  haa 
joit  takeahiaacai,  haa  reiterated  tiie  alarm  aboat 
Btala  rtgbta,  and  bu  denied  tba  United  Btatea  • 
right  of  way  even  for  poet  roada,  in  eaae  a  BtaM 
ahoald  raaiat  it.  Tbe  oaly  diSenlty  in  thia  qaaa- 
tioa,  ariaea  from  a  narrow,  taabaical,  lawyar-lika 
view  of  the  CenalitBlion  j  if  we  elavate  o«i 
viewa  to  the  great  national  porpoaei  for  whish 
the  Conalitntion  waa  adopted,  and  look  jalriy  at 
the  iaatrnment.all  donbt  muat  vaaiab. 

When  Hr.  B.eooeladed,  the  Comniitiea  loae, 

id  tbe  Hooae  adioaracd. 


Tdebdat,  March  10. 

Ur.  Lowanaa,  from  the  Conmitlee  of  Ways 
and  Ueani,  made  a  report  on  ilia  petition  of 
Thonaa  Griffin,  which  waa  read;  whan  Mr.  I* 
repDfted  a  biU  diraeiiiig  tbe  payment  of  cerlaia 
biOi  drawn  by  Qaneral  Armatrong,  in  favor  of 
Tbonkaa  Morgan}  which  waa  read  twic^  aad 
eemmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbola 

Mr.  LowNiiaa  alao  reported  a  bill  anp|rfemaB- 
tary  to  an  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of 
tbe  pablic  debt;  whieh  waa  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  to  a  CommittM  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow* 

Mr.  WiLLiAjia,  of  North  CatoUoa,  from  the 
Commttlae  of  Claima,  made  a  report  on  tlie  caaa 
of  Moitram  Ball,  (raaimitied  to  Ibis  Hoaae  by 
the  CommitAoaer  of  Claims,  which  waa  raad; 
when  Mr.  W.  reported  a  bill  ior  tba  relief  of  Mot- 
Iram  BaU,whiah  waa  read  twica,  and  committad 
to  a  Oemnittae  of  the  Whole. 

Ur.  UoLaxb,  from  the  Commiitce  of  Com- 
merce and  UantLheturea,  reported  a  bill  regu- 
tating  paaienger  ahipa  and  veaaeLi;  wbich  waa 
read  twiea^  and  eomraitted  to  a  Commillee  of 
tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  T.  U.  NabaoH,  from  the  CommiUee  on 
Military  Aflaira,  reported  a  bill  tegaUting  the 
paymanta  to  invalid  peniionan;  which  waa  read 
tacica  aad  committed  lo  a  Commillee  of  tba 
Whole. 

Ur.  PouiwxTia,  from  the  Connullaa  os  Pri> 


DigilizcdbyGoO^le 


I29S 
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B>o»R- 


Hr.  Con  aoni  Ue  reeonniUMBi  of  iWil, 
>r  the  pnrpaw  of  iaTMifilittD  mmi  aneiidB^ 

After  a.  lew  runaiks  in  raplr  bf  HaMV*.  Sm- 
DiK  avd  Tatloi,  Mme  ii  f«r<H  of  go— it—t, 
br  Bir.  Bbbmaiit,  uid  hum  czpUiwtorT,  h*  Ifc. 
Hdoh  Nblmh,  the  matinn  wm  t)«8«nTed,Ml 
the  bill  WM  pUMd  ud  acnt  to  the  Seiwie  bt 
eoneannice. 

INTERNAL  OfFEOVEMEHT. 

Tbe  Hoa«e  thtn  iHiuned  tbe  naf  udivd  boiU 
ntM  of  yMterdar;  and  mgtim  went  ui«  ■  Com- 
mltte*  M  tba  Whole,  od  the  rcMUttion  repoeKd 
by  the  eekei  cammitlee  on  the  asbjcct  of  ibUk 

il  iBproTanent. 

Ut.  JramoM,  of  Viifinw,  w 
tale  OB  ih»dB7,  u  bUowe ; 

Mr.  ChwrinaB,  I  bo|w  the  la  ^ 

MMrnant  nd   eniteaeiit  which  f 

the  qwation  u  to  the  erder  of  dohMc^  will  noi 
prove  vD&TOMbla  to  eandid,  delibofM^  aad  M- 
tralive  innstintiou.  Before  this  ptU,  iwifnr 
tant,  CeutitDtioiMl  qaeetUMi,  th*  littli  nlei  of 
Older  and  of  etiquette  fiido  nd  dwiodia  iuo  »• 
lifniietDce.  At  the  dote  of  iho  ronwtb  mtit 
bjr  tfa« geatlenaa  fTMnniftKia,(Hi:.BL8Hrni,) 
who  eoDiscd  hinaclf  priBoipaUjr  to  the  ezyedt- 
fBojr  ef  tba  propoittiui,  bm  «i!ged  aoaM  ai|«- 
ncBl*  to  prore  the  beaefta  which  would  r«vlt 
from  a  corceot  BfMtm  of  inMiial  imyroTeoieBt,  I 
ooafhM,  from  the  fcnown  eandoi  and  libentitf 
of  tbe  gentlcmaa  froa  Boaih  Carolina,  (Mt. 
LovMon,)  I  wu  aoatewkat  inriMMd  thai  be 
■boold  hate  Knbmilied  imendmeMa  *o  the  re«>. 
latioa  reported  bf  the  atleei  aoMmttlee,  whieh 
ware  ealculaled  lo  davolre  w  thi*  Com«itt«e  &• 


Ttte  Land  CUtmv,  reported  a  bill  f«  the  relief 
^  the  legal  repcaenutives  of  tbe  lata  John  Ba- 
ker, and  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreaentativea 
of  th«  lata  Peter  TiODillct,  of  tbe  Alatama  T«r- 
Ktory ;  which  waa  read  twice,  and  comoiitted  to 
a  Ooamittee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  FoHKBT,  from  the  nme  conmitiee,  ra« 
ported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Kms,  which 
waa  read  twiee,  and  committed  to  the  CoQiaBit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  i«  eommitied  tha  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Barton. 

Mr.  FoKiwr  alto  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  Tolonteer  monoted  eavalnr,  whieh  was 
nad  twice,  and  eooomitled  to  a  Oemmittea  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  ii  commiited  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  a  conpaor  of  raogcri. 

Mr.  Brtak,  from  the  leleci  committee  ap- 
poinicd  on  ibeSSdJaDoarf  fact,  reported  a  bill  to 
Mfnlale  and  fix  (he  componution  of  elarfce,  in 
tbedidbreatoSoeej  which  wa*  read  twine,  and 
•ommilitd  to  a  Committeo  of  the  Whole. 

Hr.  llABOn,  of  UanaehuMtta,  from  the  Hleat 
•ammiltee  appointed  on  ihedTlhof  Javiarrlaat, 
Mon  the  antiiflct  of  tbe  eMmi  of  the  Btate  of 
MaaMchoMttt,  for  expcasea  iacnrred  in  eaUing 
o«t  her  militia  io  tbe  lata  war,  made*  detailed 

a  port  npoa  the  (object,  whieh  wai  road;  wbea 
r.  U.  reported  a  bili  to  anthorisa  the  tettlenwni 
and  pavmeot  of  ceruin  olaimt  of  the  Slate  of 
HatMctiuMiti;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com' 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Floyo,  tha  Pretident  of  the 
United  StatcaWM  requeeted  to  lay  before  thi* 
Honse,  anj  inforoiaiioa  he  may  poaaeoH,  which 
can  be  commuoicated xtiihout  ioiury  to  the  pub- 
lic food,  relaiire  to  Auguttus  Pierre  Cboteau, 
Jnlius  Demno,  aod  iheir  company ;  Robert  Me- 
Knight.  Jamei  Baird,  and  iheir  company ;  like- 
wise, J.  Vtno ;  captured  by  the  forces  of  tba 
King  of  Spain,  and  confined  io  the  priM 
Baota  Fe,  and  that  he  commanicaie  any 
nation  he  may  poeeKs  relative  to  the  place  where 
eaptured.—Mesers.  Pi.OTn  and  BmttB,  of  Vir- 
ginia, were  appointed  a  committee  to  preeent  the 
■aid  reboloiioD  lO  the  President  of  the  United 
BtatM. 

A  motion  wns  made  by  Mr.  Ta7lo«  to  amend 
the  itanding  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following; 

"  After  ^  days  Irain  the  conmenwnent  of  ■ 
ottd,  or  lobaeinent  seidon  of  any  OOMien,  efl  legia- 
lative  bnnneae,  winch,  at  Oa  dOM  of  toe  neat  p 


SI  u  if  an  adjoanuoMt  had  n«f  taken 
pt«»." 

The  said  ametidmnl  was  read,  nod  orderfed  10 
He  on  the  laUe. 

The  engroKxed  bill  retpeclio^  the  Distrtcl 
Couria  of  the  United  Slates  wiihin  ihe  Siaie  of 
New  Tork,  was  read  the  third  lime,  aod  (he 
qaestion  stated  on  iu  passags. 

Mr.  FoRBTTa  offered  some  remark*  on  the 
haily  progms  of  tbe  bill  to  iia  present  aiase,  and 

ob)eeted  at  some  leogth  lo  the  object,  acd  r 

W  tbe  proviiions  of  the  bill ;  and 


manned  thede- 


in  the  Coagrem  of  the  United  Statca  to  e        

roads  and  oaaali  ibroof  fa  the  mtmtl  Btaies,  wiA 
the  enacat  of  tbe  States.  Tki*  mode  of  ezamia- 
IngthosuWect  woold  have  trammaUed  debate, 
and  would  nave  stripped  (he  poaror  ctf  nrayof 
its  odiens  n^re.  Il  is  by  exauiaing  into  ifce 
manner  by  whieh  this  power  is  to  he  exerttdaad 
carried  into  e&eet,  that  we  are  eoakM  la  teat 
most  elaarly  its  character,  nod  u  detannine  hnw 
far  it  aaa  be  clearly  derived  from  tha  Coaaiita- 
lion  of  tbe  United  Statos.  1  am  happy  Aas  the 
candor  and  magnanimity  of  tbe  gantlcmaa  have 
prevailed,  and  induced  him  to  mlMmw  bia 
ameadmeats,  [Hare  Ur.  Lcnmsia  axpUoed, 
KMiDg  that,  after  the  debate  ahoald  ta  elaaed,  he 
intenaed  to  roiaw  the  proposition.]  Bir,  I  per- 
fectly undentood  the  geolleman.  All  ibahencfiii 
will  result  to  the  freedom  of  debate,  by  sithbcM- 
aif  the  amendoeBts,  wbish  cenid  itsnlt  frea 
their  entire  abandonment.    I  know  tfan  deliesey 


ptaecd,  to  he  called  on  to  decider  the  CSoattiia- 
(ional  powers  of  the  body  to  whieh  it  beloogi.  1 
am  not  entirely  igBorant  of  those  qualities  and 
propeositiea  of  the  bnman  heart,  whioh  attach 
man  to  power,  and  eall  into  use  and  activity  all 
his  ingaautty  lo  derive  for  himself  power  and 
aathorhy,  f>om  unacea  area  ibe  ttoat  doablfal- 
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om  tb«  MM  hand,  aad  foimiag  irith  tfa*  aibw  w 
a  aUta  of  mdioMtioa  ■■<  impiwnBOTt  in  tbm 
Mtaditi«ii  of  (ha  moatrr,  htlotm  wkaat  baauj' 
and  Bplaadar  bleamiat  Kda  itMtf  would  wjtksr. 

Tba  qiiiriBa,  whatkcf  Coafiaai  hai  tbc  Coii' 
slilotiMst  povw  to  eoHinwt  raodt  Kid  caiudi 
tkioagk  iIm  Mvanl  BtoUa,  wUk  tk«  >Mc»l  of  tke 
Stataa,  or  to  a^lr  Iha  nveana  of  tha  United 
Siawi,  wtleamart  i&  a  CoDMitMioaal  nai 

to  tbnaa  olijcais,  dtMMb  m  a  tnc  and  tt 

cooaUlMtiod  of  ibe  CoMtitatiao.  It  iBTtrira*  aU 
tha»»  jJaetwaw  irtkb  faan  dirifcd  the  pMfto  of 
tfaia  ctmwmj  iato  two  ynat  pdiiicai  panioi,  ita- 
d«r  tba  daoaanaaiM*  of  ftifaUieuu  ud  FedCT> 
aliata.  Tho  Inl  hara  oo&tradad,  oad  do  cootand, 
(hM  iha  pawn*  of  (>>•  Fodwal  Oonrasaat  ara 
all  sMoifie  ia  then  ohantfar,  and  dlcarlf  and 
ooT^aUy  caCBHaicd  airi  defined,  dnwini;  aftar 
tltna,  by  iapUcaiioa.  na  nmaa  at  "  aeooairr, 
bat  ttioM,  witbooi  whioh,  tha  grast  tf  the  pown 
woutd  be  Kogatorr."  Tha  Uu«r  bava«OBt«aded, 
and  do  eoDtand,  for  a  bioad  and  liberal  eooitoie- 
tioa  of  tbe  Coutitolioa ;  aot  alwara  agnaing  a> 
to  liM  nodoof  dariviaganexpten  antborilrffooi 
socDo  BpeaifieenntiiLlhaCanstinuiaB,  bnino- 
•rally  ooncoiruig  ia  tha  encnt  of  the  inplicd 
aad  raaohiag  jMiran  which  flow  fram  iba  iaatm- 
moM.  FroB  Ibia  Muree,  of  imirfnd  powm, 
wbi&h  tea  baati  oMida  ro  ioenaM  hjr-evarf  toach 
fi  tha '  haodt  Md  lo  expaad  into  wide  and  Bore 
ifwriatiWe  Unuiu,  br  tboae  who  sootend  for 
lihanl  coaatnwiisit,  bu  beea  dnired  the  anihoe- 
Uy  to  aaeteiM  iBMiieipal  legiilatisa  wilhEa  tha 
UauM  of  tbe  Statei ;  to  erestt  oofponuiota,  aach 
oa  bankat  to  iatieduoe  aralcma  of  internal  iiD> 
piovciaMMa,  *«.  Ia  the  yaar  17U,  the  power  lo 
ineorpome  a.  aatienl  boak  promeea  a  moat 
•taboiato  aad  abU  iiveatigation  iaio  tht  Couaii- 
luiioaol  poHvn  of  Congreei,  partiealarly  into 
that  oIb»  dtnoBiiaated  iBidiad  poweta.  It  waa 
in  thai  year  that  the  very  mgenlMie  aad  able  !•• 
pixL  of  tbe  lata  Alanader  HaaiUioa,  o>  tbe  Ooo- 
atitnUaaality  of  a  Mtloaal  bank,  w»  eobBitted 
to  Bwaidaoi  WaebM^toa.  It  was  at  thai  period 
that  Iho  iww  great  patiiu  beeama  diMJoaify  ond 
olcsdyaMBked.  Ur.  Jcfieteos,  iIm  thea  Bcnota- 
ry  of  ^Bute,  oppoaad,  ia  the  Boat  laeid,  clear,  nad 
ooatinaing  Buaet,  the  daagenMe  doeotine  of 
iBiiUed  aad  letalliitg  poweea.  He  laid  dowa  the 
lolie,  nsi "  than ao  ewaneate  to  be  eoneidered  a* 
neeeaiaty but thoee,  wiibont. whiebthe giaat of 
tiu  power  wnuU  be  nagaiorr."  Bdt.  Ur.  Baai- 
iltOB  MceeodeA  ia  connneiog  Geneml  Wukiag- 
ton  that  Coagreai  did  poMeaa  tbe  CoattitBliooal 
power  lo  orcau  Hub  a  corporation ;  aided  by  the 
powerfal  influence  irtieh  tbe  opi^oiia,  erea  the 
name,  of  Waahington  had  on  poblie  i^ioiao,  tbe 
Beeento  wae  aaaeaBfully  canled  thrwagb  Coa- 
greai, aad,  to  the  mortincatioB  and  dieappoiat- 
nam  of  the  Bffnbliean*,  (at  that  tiBe,)  the  old 
Bank  cf  the  United  Btatea  ww  iseorpDiatcd. 

Hr.  Uamtlloo,  who  aeriaialy  diaeovated  the 


peaieii aeal fet .ihe  inoerpomiion of  an 

hank,  and  who,  ia  tbe  manageoKOt  of  the  argib 
■MUt,  diecoveted  an  nUliiy  at  leaeieqanl  loilw 
wal  which  he  dispUyed,  did  not  attempt  lo  dcr- 
rive  tbie  groat,  aad,  to  ny  the  leaac,  dovbtM, 
pown  of  eteaunt  eorpoatieae  from  tbe  cwoepiag 
olaaae  in  the  CoaeiiMtion.    Altboogk  I  da  not 


at  Tery  high  totbcwity,  I 
Bvei,  aa  tbie  oeoaeioa,  bo  pannLited  to  tefet  to 
hie  calebiaied  tepnn  on  the  "  Coutitoiieaality  oif 
a  National  Bank.**  He  nmaTkcd,  "  lo  oMaUiah 
tuob  a  Hfhl,  it  teaatae  to  ehow  tbe  relaiira  of 
enob  an  Uadtoiioa  to  one  or  Bote  of  tbe  apoeiftc 
powet*  of  the  GorernBeai."  Ha  then  aiieBp^ 
ed,  bf  an  daheraie  traia  oi  renaonioK  to  pron 
the  ioUowiog  propotltioBB:  Thai  it  bad  "n  teUi 
'  Hob,  mere  tt  Icm  diieet,  to  the  poww  of  aolloeU 
'  iu  Uxcaj  to  that  of  benowiat  Booey  { to  that 
'  oi  ragolaiiag  trade  between  the  State* }  and  u 
'  tboee  oi  laiting  aad  Btiataiabig  fleets  aad  ae* 
'  nice."  To  aU  the  reaeoaiiig  Mfcd  by  Ur.  Ha»< 
ilioa,  tha  atgamentt  coatauiad  in  the  opiaioB  oC 
tbe  tacn  Seeretary  of  Bute,  (Air.  Jrfereon,)  £w 
oiehed  tbe  noit  conTJneing  aad  taiit&etorr  a»> 
swer.  With  permiMion  ottho  Committee.  I  will 
reiir  to  hie  at^otneot  and  reply,  on  tbe  labjoBt  of 
regulating  earameree.  He  tenaiked,  "  to  eroei 
'  a  baak,  aad  ta  regalate  eoBBeroe^  are  rery  dif* 
'  feient  acta.  He  wito  eracia  a  bank,  ereatae  » 
'aabjeet  of  eommeiee;  eo  deta  he  wnaraiiee* 
'  boeM  of  wbeoL  or  dig*  a  deUaz  eat  of  lb* 
'  Bines ;  yet,  neitiiet  of  ibeee  pertona  reguiata* 
'  ooBBcree  tliercby.  To  aUka  a  thing  wbioli 
'  BBybo  boegbt  ud  eeld,  it  noi  to  preactibe  nfl- 
'  oktioaa  for  noying  and  scUinSi" 

Hy  booeeaUe  eolleagne-,  (Mr.  Tdoku,)  tbe 
cbUrman  of  tlie  eenunittee  wbisb  reported  tbo 
reeolBtioa  nader  eonaldatatioB,  atlhoafb  he  wont 
some  leagth  iitio  the  news  of  lbs  commiuo* 
I  the  qnaetioa,  hae  nnr  nttrBplnd  tr>  enitnin.  hy 
ly  oenaeDted  tyelaa  of  argoneoi,  the  affirm* 
tire  peopoaitienfr  tbat  Coogiaas  bad  iba  ConeiiM' 
tiaaalpowwIacoaiieaetrMdiBttdcaBnlstheoitgk 
tbe  NrenE  SiaNe,  or.  to  apriy  th*  lereaae  of  im 
United  Staiet  to  ibeseoa^^  eiihw  with  oc 
without  tkaaeaeni  of ibeStatee.  TbegtntleaBML 
ooBplained  of  atiaeka  whi^  bad  beea  Made  ott 
biaii  tbattbatoaBtnofalarttbbdbeoaeewided, 
nad  that  be  feb  theee  nttacks  with  iM*e  eenai- 
billty,  ia  eoaaeiiaeace  of  ihn  cohbo  frtwt  wfcieh' 
they  oame.  1  aat  perenadad  that  be  oannoi  b^ 
liera  ihu  the  membete  fram  YizgiaU  bare  at  all 
oontnbWod  to  pndnee  theee  attacks.  He  OHist 
be  toe  MnaiUe  of  the  pueoiMl  icspcei  wblob  they 
eatstain  Cm  him,  of  ike  tacrea  tegatd  wblea 
they  hare  for  the  CraedoB  of  opinion,  to  beUer*' 
them  eapaUe  of  swelUag  tbe  elamoi  againat  wy 
man  ibr  exersieiag  thai  high  and  iaeatiaiaUo 
~tae  hoaenble  geatleman,  ia  MinoK 

intioaal  power,  baa  leferred  loconi 

tempotaaeoBB  coaitrnetioni  of  tbe  Conttiutioa, 
aa  giren  by  the  Congieaa  of  the  Uniiad  Sutet  in 
a  variety  ot  Uwa.  Tbote  nare  baea  collated 
with  great  carfc  and  presented  in  a  most  impoi- 
ing  manner.  I  beie  enter  my  proteat  egatart 
ancb  aathority.    Whatl  ehalltbe  oxereim  of  b 
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Mnrer  bf  ibe  Natiout  LcgiidatnR,  Icgitnuta 
lb«  rigbl7  8b«ll  the  aiarpation  of  power  b^ 
Ibat  brtnch  of  th«  GoTarBineiil,  beeaoM  U  hu 
not  been  resJiiM  bv  forae,  siDoiint  to  IqiJdtliT* 
adjndicttioa,  lod  (arniib  precedent  bf  wbieb  to 
tNt  ibe  powcie  of  tbe  aererDineni  f  Hare  wa 
lot  a  wrillCD  CoDslilutlOD,  when  all  the  powen 
of  ib«  QovenmeDl  are  enameraled  and  eleaTljr 
4eflDcd7  Who,  vain  and  ainfat  daet  and  a*b«^ 
aball  dare  (o  interpose  between  the  ereaiore  and 
bia  Creator,  to  letlle  aSatn  of  eonieienee,  and 
olTer  expiation  to  the  deluded  and  telf'COiidetDDed 
Yictim,  whom  preeedenta  have  milled,  for  the 
neijoriei  he  msf  comnlt  I  I  *«r  well  remem- 
Mt  the  ingeniom  introdneiion  of  this  doctrine  of 
iMislatire  sdjndiealion,  on  the  tighu  and  powen 
of  the  legialatlve  bodf,  bf  the  late  Mr.  Dallaa,  in 
bis  very  distingaiihed  and  able  report  on  thb 
ConetituiioDal  power  of  Coogree*  to  ineorperate 
the  Bnk  of  the  Cnlud  Siatea.  I  remember  the 
traly  ailODifhiDg  effect  wbieb  it  prodneed  on  the 
raembera  of  the  Oovernment.  It  wai  the  fir*t 
time  that  I  had  teen  the  odious  doeinie  boldljr 
adraneed  by  a  gentleman  of  high  standing  and 
responsible  eharacter. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
Comtniiiee  to  some  preeedents  which  were  iniro- 
dneed  at  an  early  period  afier  tbe  adopiioD  of  tbe 
present  QoTernmeDt ;  precedents  wbieb  grew  np 
Tinder  tbe  Adminislrailon  of  that  illostrioos  and 
venerable  siateimai)  and  patriot,  WAaHiKOTON — 
that  nati  who  has  been  empbitieally  and  ^top- 
erlv  silled  1h«  FMbcr  of  bis  Coootry;  whose 
opinioDa  were  so  highly  respected  in  this  coyn- 
try,  as  to  be  ealenlated  to  conseetate  error.    He 


•eat  Chief  Justice  Jay  on  a  forein  mitsioa— be 
spprotcd  and  signed  the  first  bank  ebarier.  His 
successor,  Mr.  Adams,  felt  the  force  of  the  prece- 


spprotcd  and  signed  the  first  h 
auccesior,  Mr.  Adams,  felt  the  I 
dent.  Shortly  after  bis  fnangnrationhedespatcb- 
ed  Chief  justice  Blbworlh  on  a  foreign  rniwon. 
Tbe  framers  of  the  Coottiiniioa  of  tbe  United 
States  presumed  it  poesible  for  a  President  of  the 
Ualted  StatestooMnmit  aerime.  They  provided 
for  the  cTent,  and  prescribed  in  the  Conatitolion 
the  mode  of  impeachment  and  trial.  Tbe  Chief 
Joitice  of  the  United  States  is  the  only  officer  of 
the  OoTcrnment  who  is  cxpreuly  ancJ  perenpto- 
rity  required  by  tbe  CoiMiiiatioo  to  preside  on  tbe 
trial  of  the  President.  If,  then,  tbe  President  of 
the  United  States  can  leoally  and  eofutiiutioaally 
remove,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Ooited  States, 
tbe  only  ameer  who  is  expressly  required  to  pe- 
sideat  bis  trial;  if  tbe  preeedents,  furnished  at 
the  commencement  of  tbe  Qoveroment  by  tbe 
two  first  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  fnmtsh 
the  correct  rule  for  coostraing  the  Conititaiion, 
I  ask  what  security  results  to  the  people  of  tbe 
United  Bteies  against  tbe  crimes  and  oppressions 
of  their  Chief  Msgistraie,  from  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  prescribes  tbe  mode  of  trial 
and  impeacbmencl  It  would  be  bnta  beautiful 
illnsioo.  During  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Adams  the  alien  and  sedition  acta  were  passed. 
They  fotm  precedents  which  fnrnuh  tbe  legisla- 
tive cons  true  lion— if  yon  please,  legislative  adjn- 
Acation,  of  the  Congress  by  which  tbey  were 


enacted,  of  the  CoMtiiaiiosal  power  of  Cosfoa 
OB  these  sufaieets.  These  lawa  www  aot  fymt^ 
opposed.  The  sedition  aei  was  «ufoi««d  in  Vn- 
giuia,  in  the  ease  of  Callender— eBlbrcm)  a 
pleiriy  as  to  produce  tbe  death  of  the  n 
and  nofortunan  vietim.    I  very  well  n 

lensatiou  produced  in  Tirginia,  with  few  a- 
cejHions  throaghDOt  tlM  Union,  by  tbia  act.  T« 
legislative  preecdeata  and  eontampttrmBcous  coi> 
straetions  are  resorted  lo^  to  prove  the  Camita- 
tioaal  powers  of  Coagress  to  iueorpotBte  baafa, 
to  ecmsttnot  roads  and  eaoals  thmBgli  ibe  atrnd 
States,  with  tbe  aseeni  of  the  Siataa.  Permit  ae 
unoe  again  to  invite  tbe  attentioti  oT  the  Commit- 
tee  to  the  ar^ment  and  opinioa  of  Ur.  Jefleiwn. 
(a  name  which  I  can  Barer  meatiua  witho«  n^ 
specO  fouaded  on  the  f<rilowiiig  impoRaat  laii, 
in  referenee  to  the  eoBsfitntioaaUtr  of  a  aaiioad 
bank,  via.,  the  rejection  by  tho  ConveaiMn  of  a 
propoeitiMi  to  empower  Coagreaa  to  mate  coipo- 
ratioQs,  either  geaerally,  or  for  aome  special  pu^ 
oec]  to  whiehMr.Hamiltonmadethefolhnriay 
epiy,  in  his  report,  already  relerred  ts:  *Wbat 
was  the  precise  nature  and  extent  of  this  (itofo- 
'  sitioB,  or  what  the  rrasoas  for  refuaiag  it,  is  not 
'  ascertained  by  anv  authentic  iloeumeBi,  or  even 
'  by  acenraie  recotleetion.  As  far  a>  any  sacb 
'  document  (antbentie  eertataly)  exists,  it  ipcci- 
'  fies  only  canals.  If  this  was  tbe  amoant  of  it, 
'  it  would  ooly  prove  that  it  was  thonghc  ioexpe- 
'  dient  to  give  a  power  to  ineotporaia  for  the  par- 
'  poee  of  opeaiag  canals  j  for  wbiek  pnrpoae  a 
'  special  power  would  bare  been  neeesaaty,  cx- 
'  cept  with  regard  to  tbe  Western  territoiy;  lAerc 
'  being  Boifaing  in  any  part  of  the  CoastitaiioB 
'  respecting  tbe  regalaiion  of  eaiula."  im  the 
year  1791  the  late  President,  (Ur.  Hadiaou,)  in  a 
rcrr  distinguished  and  eloqaent apeceb  delivered 
in  Congress  on  tbe  National  Beak,  on  the  qae^ 
tioc,  whether  tbe  Constitutional  power  exiaied  ii 
Congress  to  create  such  a  eorBoniion,  stated  the 
following  important  fact :  "  This  power  waa  pro- 
'  poaed  to  he  reeled  in  CoDncse,'iB  tha  ot^aal 
'  plan  proposed  by  the  commitloe  of  the  Ceavea- 
'  tion,  among  tbe  enumeratimi  of  powers  which 
'  now  form  tho  eighth  sectioa  of  the  first  article^ 
'  but  that,  after  three  days'  ardent  debate  oa  the 
'  subject,  in  that  body,  tbe  power  was  rajceted  aud 
'stricken  ont,  upon  tbe  priaeiple,  that  it  w«*a 
'  power  impropw  to  be  rested  in  the  GMeral 
■  Oovernment."  Here,  then,  we  hare  the  opin- 
iont— BOt  the  opinions,  but  tbe  eridaaee,  of  three 
of  tha  most  diaiingni^d  actora  on  tbe  ^blie 
theatre,  at  the  time  tbe  ConstiutioB  waa  adop^ 
ed,  two  of  Ihem  (Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  UadisoB) 
members  of  the  Conrenlign,agaiBBt  ibis  doetriite 
of  precedent  aad  implication.  But,  air,  I  «ay  be 
told  that  tbe  opinions  of  the  parties  to  a  coatnct, 
or  eompact,  can  neither  alter,  restrain,  w  eala^ 
its  meaning ;  that  Ibe  compaot  may  eren  coatain 
greater  powers  tbao  were  intended  by  the  eon- 
tracting  parlies.  Be  it  so.  i  am  not  diapoeed  to 
deny  that  it  is  to  tbe  instrument  itself— the  Coa* 
stiiution — m  wbieb  we  are  to  look  for  the  poweis 
conferred  on  tbe  Qorernmeni,  and  not  to  tbe 
opinions  or  ndjudications  of  others  for  o 
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rocnwiioD.  N«T,  *ir,  did  lh«  Hanietefnee  of  th« 
mijorilr  of  ihe  pcopla  of  ihe  Uaited  Slate*,  Da> 
der  tbe  opotttion  of  the  l«w  iocoTpaniiog  tbe 
old  Bank  of  Xbt  United  Staltt,  ibe  alien  and  se- 
dition acts,  give  to  them  tbe  (aneiioa  or  chanc- 
ier of  CoutiuiiioiMl  meuarta.  Tbe  people  of 
this  coanlrjr  ate  a  craTe,  reSeeling,  and  intelli- 
geol  people;  ifaey  bad  not  foTgotten  the  perils, 
the  daagera^  and  tbe  diffienllies  ibrongb  vhieb 
ibejr  had  paued,  ia  that  slorioas  Revolution  b^ 
which  ibey  had  achieTcd  Ibeir  iadepeadeaee. 
They  diidaioed  to  reurt  to  forcfr— to  the  sword 
—for  redrees  a^iaii  lbs  wrongs  aad  misdeeds  of 
their  own  pnblio  scrTanls.  They  fell  and  knew 
that  the  remedy  wis  in  iheir  own  haada,  lo  be 
sought  and  obtained  through  the  Consiitational 
and  peaceable  medium  of  elections.  They  ac- 
eordiofgly  displaced  tboie  who  bad  inisrepteMDted 
(hem  to  ibe  Legialsiive  and  Execulire  branches 
of  the  QDrernment ;  supplied  their  places  by  those 
who  were  witling  to  bow  to  tbe  soprenacy  of 
the  Constitution,  and  the  will  of  tbe  nation.  The 
alien  and  sedition  acts  were  suffered  to  expire — 
the  law  incorporatinc  ihe  old  bank,  afterndread- 
ful  snuggle,  was  safleted  to  die  a  natural  death. 
Harmony  between  tbe  people  and  the  QoTera- 
ment  was  restored,  and  Ihe  Cousliiaiioa  permi^ 
led  to  hold  its  proper  tank  as  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land. 

The  old  doctiine  of  implication  was  suffered 
to  sleep  until  a  toost  gloomy  period  of  tbe  late 
war.  A  national  bank  was  then  ibotight  of  as  a 
mean,  or  expedient,  to  enable  the  oatioD  lo  pros- 
ecute ibat  war.  It  was  represented  as  tbe  only 
means  lo  a  snceessful  pioseootian  of  the  war.  1 
felt  the  same  Constitutional  scruples  then  which 
I  feel  now.  I  voted  against  the  measure.  I  did 
not  believe  ibai  the  physical  and  moral  energies 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  required  tbe 
aid  of  any  stock-jobbing,  paper-sbaving  sysiem, 
to  enable  them  loassert  and  maintain  their  rights 
and  indepeudence.  Tbe  result  proved  the  cor- 
reolness  of  the  opiaion.  The  gentJeaaa  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Tuosait)  refers  us  to  the  pmciiee 
of  the  Oovernment  under  the  Constitution :  The 
Comberlaod  road  i  other  roads,  es  from  Nashville 
to  Natchez,  ^^  particulnriy  the  military  road 
lately  directed  by  the  fizcentive  authority  to  be 
consiTUcted  from  Plattsbarg,  or  its  vicinity,  to 
Saekett's  Harbor.  In  reference  lo  the  latter  toad 
1  am  not  particularly  informed  as  to  the  facts, 
Dor  am  I  responsible  for  Ibe  acts  of  ihe  £xecu- 
tive.  I  itana  here  as  tbe  apologist  far  no  man's 
errors.  If  it  be  true  that  the  President  has  or- 
dered tbe  eonstraction  of  such  a  road,  I  have  op 
hesitatioQ  in  saying  that,  in  my  bumble  opinion, 
he  has  transcended  bis  power.  In  reference  to 
the  practice  of  tbe  Goveromenl,  and  the  several 
laws  00  the  subject  of  toads,  they  no  more  estab- 
lish the  CoDEliiuiioDal  tiKbt  of  Congress  to  legis- 
late on  the  subjects,  than  the  seditioa  act,  passed 
during  the  administratloo  of  Mr.  Adams,  proves 
the  Constitutional  aaibority  of  GongresSrat  this 
time,  to  pass  laws  reslraiuing  the  freedom  of  ibe 
preai. 

Tbe  cases  cited,  in  which  the  revenues  of  the 


United  Suites  have  been  applied  to  Ihe  objects, 
not  falliof!  within  the  specified  powers  of  Con- 
gress, prove  nothing.  It  renders  it  necessary  to 
make  the  ioqairy,  hate  tbey  beenconsiitutionally 
applied  1  The  perseverance  in  error  does  nor 
legitimate  it.  On  the  subject  of  a  chaplain,  I 
have  no  question  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  for  Congress  either 
to  appoint  or  pay  one  j  on  the  subject  of  the  libnt- 
ry,  I  ihink  difietently.  Whatever  is  calealalcd 
to  enable  tbe  mem  bets  lo  legislale  more  adviicdlrr 
and  mote  lo  the  interest  of  tbe  nation,  foils  prop- 
erly within  Ihe  definition  which  I  have  already 
endeavored  to  give  of  the  fair  incidenia  to  Ibe 
express  power  to  legislate.  I  hope  the  honorabU 
gentleman  will  point  out  the  mode  of  relieving 
the  CoDstitaiion  from  ihe  violation  which  tbe 
appoioiment.of  a  chaplain  inflicts.  On  the  snb- 
jeet  of  Ihe  historical  paintings,  not  a  very  import- 
ant one,  I  suppose  the  power  was  probably  deriv- 
ed, by  those  who  voted  for  ihe  reiolutioo  and 
appropriaiion,  from  tbe  authority  to  furnish  th« 
bail,iocover  Ihefloor  witbcarpets,&c.  I  voted 
against  the  resolution.  1  bare  a  poor  opinion  of 
(be  ioflucoce  of  pictures  over  moral  sentiment 
end  pairiolism.  The  miserable  Italians,  cower- 
ing before  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  surrendered  to 
him  their  pictutei  and  Ibeirsiatnes;  Ihedegraded. 
followers  of  the  same  Napoleon,  with  trembling 
submission,  surrendered  their  pieiutcs  to  the  allied 
sovereigns.  Your  historic  paintings  may  pro- 
duce one  efiectj  they  may  serve  to  hamiluta 
yonr  own  citizens.  The  suiviving  soldier  of  tbe 
Revolution,  refused  that  support  which  his  pov- 
erty forced  him  to  solicit  from  his  Qoremment, 
may,  as  be  is  turned  with  trembling  stepa  fron 
your  door ;  and,  as  he  catches  the  hut  gUnee  of 
the  evidence  of  his  once  bold  and  animated  spirit, 
of  tbe  disinleiested  sacrifice  which  he  had  made 
in  tbe  cause  of  freedom,  feel  tbe  bnmiliating  uar 
of  regret  stain  bis  withered,  but  manly  chedc. 

Tbe  opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson^  Mr.  MadisoB, 
and  Mr.  Monroe,  are  relied  on ;  opmions  comma- 
nicated  ia  meisages  to  Congress,  in  which  the 
policy  of  intetDiI  improvements  is  wnimlv  and 
eloquently  urged.  And  yet,  it  will  be  fonna  tbM 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  bis  mesMge  of  the  2d  December, 
1806,  gave  it  decidedly  as  his  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  obtain  an  amentlment  W 
tbe  Constitution,  lo  enable  Congress  to  effieet 
iiuch  a  system  of  internal  improvements  as  that 
coniemprated  bjr  the  resolution  under  considera- 
tion. Mr.  Madison  expressed  a  similar  opinion 
in  his  message  of  Marcn  3d,  1817.  Mt.  Monroe, 
in  his  message  at  the  commeocement  of  tbe  pre- 
sent session  J  communicates  his  opiaion  on  thia 
express  subject,  in  these  emphatic  letms:  "tbe 
result  is  a  setued  conviction,  in  my  mind,  that 
Congress  do  not  possess  the  right."  These  gen- 
tlemen haye  recommeoded  to  Congress  to  seek, 
Ihe  Constitutional  mode,  amendm  '' ~ 


ingly  <    , 

branches  of  the  Oovernment  that  the  Consti- 
tution has  confided  tb«  privilege  of  proposing 
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mmcDdmnKa.  It  li  made  no  ptrt  of  tbe  daty  of 
tlie  PretldetiLnor  is  be  gifn  ■or  paiiicipaticm 
iB  tke  act.  Whit  cid  be  more  diD^erona  ibaa 
tbo  pneiice,  vhieh  bis  too  long  prerailed,  for  ihe 
^TMidnil  at  the  commeiicemeDt  of  ever;  Cod- 
gttn,  10  recommend  to  that  bod;,  to  obtain  «i 
enlcrgemeDl  of  tbe  iphere  of  tbeir  own  CoDitita- 
'  ttoniland  poliilcti  powen ;  and,  cons«qneDtlr,  of 
hli  jnVtTB.  Mf  Tcmatka  arc  doc  intended  to  ap- 
plf  to  tbe  frcnlleman  in  ofKee,  or  tfaote  wbo  have 

Kseded  bim;  tfaef  are  inieDtJed  to  guard  tbe 
ore.  The  danger  will  be  fell,  when  perhaps  it 
irill  b«  too  late  to  arerl  it,  vben  Ibe  Car  of  stale 
slMll  be  goided  and  directed  by  ■naae  bold,  adren- 
nnom,  and  daring  spirii,  who  will  bold  toe  reiOB 
witb  a  flim  and  Ueadf  band,  and  drive  with  iw- 
olaling  furr  over  the  ligbls  and.  liberties  of  tbe 
people  of  (hU  conntrv. 

I  will  now  proeeea  to  notice  aome  of  the  re- 
matkB  mbmitted  by  tbe  bononble  BpealieT.  He 
commenced,  by  declaring  that  the  ConBiitntion 
waa  not  to  be  considered  a*  a  bill  of  indictment, 
in  wbieb  an  ingenious  attorney  migbl  pick  a 
bda  la  let  a  guilty  cnlprit  escape.  Tbe  gentle- 
IMB  win  parkin  me,  but  he  scetas  to  bsTe  taken 
tbe  ebaraeter  <rf'  the  protecniing  altorner,  who 
appeared  determined  to  convict  all  who  diflbred 
iron  him,  in  the  couBlrootlon  of  this  inslmment, 
(ilher  of  inconsisteney,  or  incapacity.  He  dit- 
otaimed  tbe  idea  of  deriving  any  power  from  the 
general  or  sweeping  elaoee  in  the  Conttitntion 
wbiob  gives  to  Congresa  the  power  to  provide  for 
ibe  ceanilKHi  dtfence  and  genenl  wei&te  of  tbe 
Onites  States.  He  laid  down  ihc  rate,  that  Con- 
grflM  had  no  power  except  those  whteb  had  been 
Gommttnioiteil ;  that  all  powere  not  commmi- 
aXet  bad  bean  retained  j  that  do  means  were  to 
1^  raaorted.  lo,  to  carry  into  effect  a  commnni- 
Orted  power,  except,  in  the  words  of  the  Consti- 
tMlttn,  those  which  were  neeesaary  and  proper. 
If  power  be  not  in  Congress,  tbe  assent  of  Ihe 
Suns  cannM  confer  it,  except  in  the  mode  of 
mnwrfnients  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 


coaMnded  that  the  mpteia  power  bad  been  com- 
mnnleated  to  GoDgrcos  to  constrael— to  ereaie 

SMt  roads.  He  referred  as  to  the  clause  in  the 
»BatitntioD,  which  give*  to  Congtem  tbe  power 
"Vo  esMbliib  post  cMct%  and  post  roads,^'  and 
eomanded,  that  the  term  "  establish,"  had  been 
DMd  in  diffarent  parts  of  the  Constitution,  with 
tha  inMDtioo  to  convey  the  power  to  create,  as  in 
the  power  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  batui^ 
■liution,  and  nniform  laws  on  the  subjeci  of 
bankruptoies  throughout  tbe  United  States.  Tbe 
third  article  of  the  ConGtllotlon  of  the  United 
States  was  referred  to,  to  pore  the  ase  of  the 
term  in  the  creative  sense:  "Ihejndlcial power  of 
'  the  United  Stales  shall  be  vested  in  one  Bnpreme 
'  Coorl,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Cod- 
'  gress  may,  from  time  to  lime,  ordain  and  esta- 
'  olisb ;"  and  he  contended,  that  the  term  had 
been  used  in  every  part  of  tbe  Constiiutioo  with 
tha  same  signification  and  meaning.    Here,  sir, 


the  gendeman  ia  etraUly  mbCalieH.     Tktwm 

is  Used  singly  aRd  iBdependenlly,  whsB  apfM 
to  tha  poet  olBMa  and  post  roada,  maA  can  mna 
nothinc  more  than  to  designate.  In  i}efiBiig  tkt 
judtoiil  power  <^  tbe  United  BtaMa,  ibe  m 
eslahlidi  is  used  in  comiesiDn  with  t»e  term  or- 
dain, and  is  mnely  deserjolive  of  •  power  bcfbit 
vested  In  Caogreaa.  In  the  elgkth  wctisa  of  lit 
first  ariiclo,  which  eeotains  an 
the  powers  reeled   in  Congreae,  it  ia 

prandad,  that  Congress  shall  have  pow, .     

slitnte  irtbonals  iaTerior  to  the  SspreiDe  Cowt' 
The  Speaker  was  more  ttnfomnMs  in  hia  refiy- 
enco  10  the  nse  of  the  term  in  tbe  pr««nUe, "  We 
the  people  of  the  United  Statea^  in  orfer  to  hm 
a  more  perfeet  nnion,  ettaUiah  jaatiee."  Caatt 
bo  possiUe  that  any  man  can  aertoady  believe^ 
that  justice  was  created  by  the  coikTcnlion  that 
famed  the  ConaiitatiDn  of  tbe  United  StaHa} 
That,  In  the  formation  of  ibis  inatrtHBeni,  it  cre- 
ated, for  the  first  time,  this  divtaity  to  Uees  man- 
kind 1  1  bad  tlwsn  been  led  to  believe,  tfcaf  jin> 
tice  waa  created  in  Heaven,  and  sent  ea  earth  at 
the  creation  of  Ike  world ;  that  itsprincipieswac 
eternal  and  immutable,  that  systena  and  woiUi 
might  perish,  bat  that  the  pnaeiples  t^  josiice 
woold  survive  tbe  wreck,  and  remain  analtend 
and  unebaaged.  1  entertain  a  very  high  cqiiaiea 
of  the  iotegrity,  tbe  talents,  and  tbe  ririne.  of  ^e 
dtsiiocaished  men  who  compeaed  that  ooavea- 
lion  :  Imi  I  never  beUered  tbat  they  poaaeaaed  the 
altitoates  of  tbe  Deity.  The  term  eambKsh  bat 
two  significations:  theone  literal,  the  other  ilgn* 
raiive.  To  determtoe  ia  which  sense  it  u  seed 
it  must  always  be  referred  to  tbe  sDh^i-mMler, 
with  which  it  is  connected.  Hnch  atreaa  is  Inid 
by  tbe  gentleman  on  tbe  fipreswDBi  need  in  tbe 
letiar  of  Qeneral  Washington  to  the  PieaMant  of 
Congress,  in  whieh  the  ConstitntioD  was  aobmil- 
ted  to  the  United  States  ia  Congras  aasemUed  ; 
Ibe  term*  are, "  In  all  onrdeliberatioaa  «i  the  sob- 
'  jeet,  we  kept  steadily  in  onr  riaw,  that  which 
'  appears  to  us  tbe  greatest  interest  of  trerf  irve 
'American — theeonsolidaiie»of onr Daien.''  If 
waa  attempted  to  be  shown,  bow  tb«efeei  wnnid 
be  prodaced  by  a  jndicious  exercise  of  the  pCwer 
claimed  In  tbe  rcaolation  before  iho  CenBittea, 
It  was  admitted,  that  it  wontd  not  he  eorrect  te 
impose  taxes  for  tbe  pnrpoee  of  making  the  e^ 
teraplated  internal  improvomeDla;  b«  thai  as 
we  had,  fortanntely,  by  the  creation  of  the  Bank 
of  tbe  United  States,  gotten  into  oar  peasesatoa  a 
"     "  *  and 


considerable  somof  money,  it  would  be  right 
proper  to  use  ibis  moneyon  olqeots  of  sdcd  g 
Mlional  importance.    What, air!  shall 


sier  be  created  in  order  to  generaie  others?  Vio- 
lale  the  Constiiuiion,  by  creatinga  moaopoly,by 
incorporating  a  national  bank,  and,  with  tbe  p» 
miom  for  ibo  monopoly,  infiiat  a  still  fnrtlMt 
violation  on  tbe  State  antfaorilies,  by  osarpiu 
municipal  legislation,  within  their  known  and 
acknowledged  limits  ?  We  areiold,  tbat  money 
is  power ;  I  know  it  is.  When  organized  in  a 
body  without  a  sodI,  ft  isa  moEl  dangenMsnower. 
As  an  appendage  and  dependeot  on  the  Fedeial 
Oovernment,  it  places  In  ilahandaa  lever,  whJct 
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'  SiTMy  oiotloB  will  pratoee  esaMUtetioa,  not 
anioD  bat  in  tba  f>m  of  forctammc    Erer)' 
■wop  wiKattiko  off  aoBoof  tbofewrMiiaiiiBs 
attriboM*  of  Mvcnigatf  ftaoi  Um  Sums,  nstil 
tbcy  iriU  be  ndiUMi  10  (H  oaaditim  of  noK  olw 

W«  an  ial 
tlMt  OTcry  mu  wko  wooU  MtitU  JusmII 
eliMnwMr  of  %  irim  mi  w^nkj  itMtMHi , 
el«*«t0  bit  ram  borewd  Melk  awmr  oowtne- 
tioas.  I  ban  mtct  a^bcd  to  aHaia  liio  mWin* 
batght,  fron  wbwk  tbo  Oaiatii  look*  dom  apoB 
ths  praaaat  ooodiiioa,  aad  viowi  ia  proopow  (be 
deaiiBiaa  of  tbta  fmai  natioa.  Panait  dm  W  Al- 
low, at  a  bnBbladitiaBw,  tbo  bononUo  goatlo- 
maB,  hi  aa  osunnatlaa  of  Dm  oiweqaincei 
whieh  ba  dodoeu  from  hi*  llbenl  BoaWaoiioa*. 


Nliagrioal  _ _  . 

ntkilliiui  iadartry  10  be  plaMd  tta- 

der  tho  Mtolsgo  of  the  Oovenuaeat ;  iboeonditioa 
of  th«paoplat  inihedifemtaeotietHof  tbeeoaa- 
trr,  to  bo  readoMd  pncieelr  equl,  br  n  ailifloMi 
ayatan  of  lafklaUoa.  To  aiiforoe  hU  new  doe- 
trino,  bia  ia^atioa  prwwied  to  m  lomneiae 
and  agriealnre  uader  two  ntoM  impeeia^  flgBRt) 
comoMraa  ia  rapi mated  as  the  ipeikd  dea(bur 
of  tbia  oeaatif,  in  the  ileheel  floonmo,  tlmriag 
witb  tha  BKaiooBilr  diiisMdsBadpfeeieoa  Jewela! 
wbilet  bar  haadaiajd,  agriaaliaie,  waa  etaroelr 
lUlowoda  |wia«at  at-  the  neat  iaiitmtat  homa* 
ayaa.  Por  one,  I  deaira  thai  Oonenmeal  Dujr 
Bat  iatatfeta  with  aarlealme ;  plaaa  aKManoe 
b«r  titaltm ;  permit  feer  la  lean  at  largc^  ia  the 
uuteaii  of  hat  ToeaiioBs  free  aa  ibe  wind*  which 
tba  heriBlohedtb^ad  liiadle  the  o^ra  of  Aaron 
npOD  her  ebeeka.  Bat;  air,  fram  what  aoam  doea 
tte  ifeailamaa  derire  Us  priaoiplea  of  polilieal 
eeoBOBf  9  I  pteanme,  &oib  the  MBie  rientad 
fonatuB  from  wbdeb  flow  hi*  ItbtrriraleaofaoB^ 
■tfaadoa, 

WoaU  haiacOTpotaia  eoaipaaiea  to  eaeotaafe 
■grioBkare,  deoieatie  ■WBUfacitiraa,  aad  eem* 
merce?  Mue  theiB  all  floatiah,  with  eqoat  vwev, 
nBderilw-fHaeiing'eaiBortbeaBiamBeaiv  I 
bare  aluarebelieredfthat  boMaaiedaairraMaM 
taeeive  the  beat  dkNiiea,  end  be  maat  beneflaiaUf 
eaened,  whea  left  to  iadindnel  iddll  aad  euer- 
prlae ;  thai  that  ipten  waa  the  moat  perfect, 
whieh  left  the  diiBeB  tbe  mmt  freodon,  Md  pw- 
iiikKdhiia,aBdOTthelDflBanceortBteKet,to  par* 
rae  hi*  own  fonDae  and  pieapeiitf . 

Tba  Speabar  cooatdered  it  an  objaet  of  gteat 
iiBpOTtanca,  to  detenaine  how  reeeaoe  ia  to  b* 
eapeodad,  aad  where.  He  iafonned  the  Ceoi' 
taitice  of  the  vaat  taou  whiob  bad  beea  ezpend- 
ed  in  the  Atlantie  atalea  for  coiaineTM^  in  the 
neetioa  of  tigtat-beaae*,  buoy  a,  Ae.  He  caatand- 
ed  that  it  waa  time  for  Cai^T<M  M  lorn  ita  atten- 
tion to  the  Weatem  BuIm,  to  beaiow  on  them 


H<o*il. 


batweeatbeaiatea.  Hi  infininiti  ni  if  thr  ini— 
bio  belveea  Beeton,  Norfolk,  aad  other  tawa^ 
for  a  naval  dopot,  aad  of  the  net  aaaia  ej^Ddco. 
in  paitienlar  ecetwaa  of  the  cooBtrir  oa  theae  ob- 
jfeta;  of  the  partial  operaitoa  of  aneh  a  a;ateai 
of  l^iaJation.  I  prcaoiae,  whenerer  the  nafal 
iatteoat  of  the  eonntry  reqniife  the  eaubliahaeat 
ot  a  dqnt,  tba  Speaker  wstdd  aaeeriaia  the  ex* 
pendilwe,  aad  requito  aa  aaaaal  aiaoaat  to  be 
expended  ia  eoaatraetiBr  oaaala  ia  Keotaoky. 
Sinaga  priaciple  ef  IcgialatiDa  1  Don  tbe  aaB- 
tletsaa  (eaUf  eoaaider  that  erenrthinf  whieh  ia 
cxpendad  for  tbe  acoiBotion  of  that  apeeiea  of 
eaanaene  whieh  relatea  to  iiaporu  and  eqratta, 
ia  esclnairelf  benefieial  to  ihoae  pcvaoaa  iiBma> 
diatetjr  engaged  in  that  doaeviialea  «f  trade,  or  lo 
ihoaowhoioaidecoaTeaieattoiMTigaUaal  Doe* 
at  this  time  aappert  atBoat  Ihea^ 
(in  expcadiiare  of  tbo  Gbrerameat,  and  tbewby 
raiitra  the  people  of  the  Weatera  cooaur  frooi 
tha  whole  ayaiem  of  internal  tazeal  Baiel;  tba 
geademan  coiuiderB  tba  Narr  aa  the  pTopeftr  of 
the  aalioa.  Ia  he  willing  to  renoODM  the  euiia 
of  Eeatodtr  10  the  unfading  gLorv  aebitred  bf 
tbe  beroca  of  tba  tBoaatain  ware  dariag  the  lata 
war?  I  beliere  be  will  claim;  for Ketilnekr  a 
full  there  of  the  honor  ae^ired  ia  (be  late  eo»' 
teat  br  Lawttaee^  Joaee.  Hall,  Peirr,  Ma«do> 
noagb,  and  the  other  illaatrioat  batoet  of  ih* 
Bat,  rir,  apply  the  Speakar'a  doetriiM  eC 


eDMoe*  

tioa,  or  to  that  bnuch  of  it  which  be  thoaglll 
lopet  to  diaanaa.  What  waald  betherntdil 
00  eould  do  BOtUag.  Ia  tbe  United  State* 
tbcte  aia  between  three  and  foor  ihoaaaod  poet 
oOseii  I  prcsnme  aboat  a  tboaaaad  iieet  Huaj 
wMBe  of  ibeiB  MeeB  hnndred  mile*  in  kagtb 
ftoB  the  Seal  of  OaTcmmeaL  Wiiboat  opaa- 
ing  nor  "**  toad*  on  the  gentlamaa'a  plan  af 
eqaal  legiilation,  what  emn  woaU  be  reqnind  ta 
pare  or  tumpi^  the  esiating  peat  roadi?  Take 
lb«  avnnge  eatimale  of  ttte  CafflberUiid.  tomL 
whiahiefraai  lea  tboaaaad  to.  lixteea  ihaaaaad 
doUafa  per  laiie;  hcxw  £tr  wonld-  yeiir  divideiada 
OB  tha  Btoek  held  in  the  Bank  of  tbe  Uattod 
Staua,  aad  yont  boBH^.  when  divided  amoag 
tbeae  roada,  eftct  (he  gentleman's  ohjett?  "tha 
•am  wovld  not  be  duat  in  tbe  balance.  I  wiU 
not  aUempi  to  prove  to  iha  Cotomitlae  that,  if 
(ha  power  be  not  eonfened  hj  the  Gmititatton 

.L 'tofth*8uie*(e»:aptbrwerof>B«^ 

tbe  Conatiiatian)  eanaot  confer  it;  ba- 
eaaaa  my  hoaeraUa  eoUeagne  (Ur.  Babbovb) 
haa  fmaiabed  »  aaamer  to  ihia  btaaoh  of  the  ia- 
qaiff ,  whieh  baa  aot  bna  aaawercd,  and  I  wlU 
— um  to  prediet  will  not  be  aaawend. 

thmk  the  honmable  Speaker  bad  better  at 
oeee  have  taken  tbe  bold  grooad  aaaamad  hj  tha 
gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Simkib^ 
and  have  derived  tbe  power  from  the  tweeping 
clatMe  of  tbe  ConatitBtion,  wfaieh  give*  Congreae 
tba  power  to  provide  for  the  eaauoon  defence  and 
general  weUue,  or  coaaidared  it  asanattribam 
to  the  sovereign  anihotiir  of  the  Uniud  Siatea, 

Tha  dootriao  of  preeedeat  and  eouempoTaaeoae 
expoaitioa  a  again  n^cd  npon  na— the  Inaoaai^ 
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Mwin  of  o«r  Chief  Hsf  iitnle  bdiI  sons  of  hia 
pndeceMon  fmeiblf  poiated  out.  How  many 
men,  who  bavs  been  ten  or  twelve  fnn  in  aah- 
lie  life,  eiD  point  to  the  page  of  hiitory,  wBich 
oontaiiw  a  uithfal  reeora  of  ibcir  public  act*, 
witbont  findiDg  iDCODiiiiancf  Mroewbere  marked 
OB  the  page  1  Do  ^ntlemen  recoUeei  do  cawa 
of  at  least  equal  ineoniialcucf ;  of  opinioDS 
agaiiwl  the  Consutntianal  power  of  Coagtem  to 
ofMie  oorporitioBs,  to  charier  NaiioDilBaokal— 
iheaa  oploiont  asMrted  with  sreat  zeat,  and  aitp- 
porud  wiih  great  ^iliijr  and  eloquence;  anbae- 
qaeiilr,  these  opiaioni  abaadoDMl  or  obaiigad. 
and  the  opposite  doeltine  sapported  with  equal 
teal  and  aWitjrl 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  endeavored  to  thow  the 
danger  of  rely  teg  on  pieeedenl,  a«  famiahiog  the 
true  teaae  aad  mcaDitig  of  the  Coostitniion ;  I 
hsTe  endeaTored  to  fix  a  limit  agaiaat  the  abuM 
of  implied  powers;  1  have  endeaTorcd,  even  ai 
th*  fearful  hfzard  of  beiag  classed  amoor  the 
.  quibUing  lawyer  politieiaua,  to  guard  the  Con- 
alUntion  from  Tiolaiion.  But,  sir,  if  it  mnsC  -be 
stiakea  frotn  ita  firm  basis,  I  will  cling  to  in  pil- 
kra  if  I  am  buried  in  its  ruins. 

Hr.  LowitDBB,  of  Boaili  Carolina,  said,  that 
there  were  seTeral  qoesiions  iovolTcd  in  the  res- 
olution upon  the  tame,  which  he  should  wish  to 
dtoeosi,  bat  it  might  he  iDeonaistent  with  the  fair 
dtvisioB  of  debate,  and  he  should  probably  ha*e 
aailher  timo  nor  TOiee  fully  to  examine  them  all. 
H«  had  soma  days  since  prt^rased,  that  resolu* 
tiosa,  which  should  afford  to  the  Committee  an 
opportunity  of  distincily  expressing  their  opinion 
OB  the  right  of  Congrea  to  construct  roads,  and 
tb*  eipedieney  of  eseroisiog  that  right,  should 
ke  tnbetiinled  for  the  resolution  repotted  by  the 
Committee  on  Roada  and  Canals,  in  which  these 
tiro  sobjfots  were  combined.  His  propositions 
hkJ  been  withdrawn,  that  the  opponenu  of  the 
nwluiiou  miffbt  not  be  embarrassed  in  their  ar- 

SimenU  by  the  division  of  the  nbject;  but  he 
oald  renew  them  before  the  Committee  were 
called  upon  for  ibeit  vote.  He  should  eudearor, 
bowcTsr,  togive  them  a  shape  which  shouM  not 
raly  aeparate  the  questions  of  expediency  and 
Constiiutional  power,  but  should  distinguish  be- 
tween the  right  of  appropriatiug  money  to  the 
oenstroction  of  canals  aud  road^  where  the  ne> 
Mseary  rights  of  soil  were  obtained  by  eamract 
with  its  owners,  and  the  high  power  which  a 
GoTcraiueDt  only  could  exert,  of  taking  private 
propeny  for  public  use,  and  makiag  the  eaoils  or 
roads,  which  the  public  neceuities  might  require, 
without  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  soil, 
upon  paying  to  them  a  just  indemnity.  Both  of 
tbeet  queitioiu  wouU  be  admitted  to  be  involved 
in  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Koada  and  Csnala. 

To  ondersinad  these  two  questions  of  Consti- 
tutional power,  to  which.  Mr.  L.  aaid,  he  intended 
to  direct  his  first  atteutioo,and  which  had,  indeed, 
•Imoit  eirgrossed  the  debate,  it  appeared  to  him 
necessary  lodiscriminate,  with  accuracy,  ttetween 
the  two  lights.  He  believed  the  United  Stales 
to  poeseat  both ;  bat  they  were  supported  by  very 


different  rlewa,  aud  diSerad  eee—tially  ia  Asr 
character.  The  right  of  eontrael,  of  parehnse,  cd 
of  sale ;  of  holding  land,  and  of  eaiploriag  it  fa 
buildings,  toads,  canals,  or  any  obiaet  t«  wkiek 
the  public  interest  might  invite  it,  he  shmild  aU 
a  civil  right.  The  power  of  taking  pii**icpisf- 
eriy,  for  public  service,  of  makiuc  m.  Taa4  oi  a 
oanal,withootpurch«*ingthelaiidfra(aitsi>wDci, 
was  one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  GovflmmeBL 
He  should  call  it  a  political  r^u  The  t«« 
powers  wete  diffin-eat.aadit  might  be eooTeaieat 
to  designate  them  by  dlfiereat  twms.  He  did  aot 
pretend  to  say,  that  he  had  need  iheae  words  is 
ttuirettabliihedaeaM;  heshonldaotbeaDwiUiig 
to  adopt  any  bMter  terms  which  migbt  be  sog- 
gMled,  but  there  cooid  be  no  objection,  wmA  cer- 
tainly no  unfairness,  if,  ia  the  meantime  he  uwd 
the  words  ia  the  sense  which  he  had  explained. 
It  was  indeedmoststnuigettbat  this  civil  right 
of  contracting,  or  porchaung,  or  btJdaiv  i^od, 
should  be  not  only  vehemently  rnaliainrt,  bat 
viewed  as  a  subject  of  suspioien  and  alara.  The 
Constitution  is  thecbarier  of  our  powcn,  aad  if 
we  have  it  not  from  that  anthoritv,  wt  mast 
suffer  from  the  defect.    But  itabouldaecBube 


power,  there  is  nothing  ao  alarmiag  a* 
our  deliberatiog  with  tntnqaUlity  and  «_  _, 
and  even  if  we  have  a  right  to  eubaenbe  to  stock 
in  a  canal  compaay,  or  to  puichaae  fitxn  an  in- 
dividual the  land  which  he  may  chooee  iosell,ii 
will  not  be  perfieeiJy  clear  (attho^yh  ii  seems  sa 
to  at  least  one  geatlemaa  from  FirgiaiaJ  that  tre 
are  on  the  verge  of  cMsolidation  and  despotiam. 
Has  the  Oeneral  Qercranat,  then,  niiacr  the 
Constitutioo,  those  rights  of  acquiring  prapeity, 
and  uaing  it,  which  are  enjoyed  by  evety  legi>' 
lative  bodir  in  the  Uaion ;  bf  every  mnnieipalily; 
by  every  individual  citizen  m  the  United  States  1 
The  aovernmeol  of  the  United  Suiea  poace- 
sea  none  but  delegated  powers;  aad  wilt  it  he 
whispered,  that  there  are  in  this  eouniry  any 

Sovernmenta  which  draw  their  powers  from  a 
ifierent  source  1  The  General,  like  the  Stsie 
goTemments,  has  been  created  by  the  people,  and 
lor  the  people.  By  thepeopleboth  areuimated, 
cheeked,  controlled.  These  eivil  rights  of  ac- 
quiring and  diqiosing  of  property  are  posseased, 
as  I  suppoee,  equally  by  both.  They  are  even 
possessed  by  the  Governments,  whose  powers  are 
fewest,  and  whose  sphere  of  legislatioa  is  moet 
contracted.  When  your  towns  aud  villages  are 
incorporated,  the  very  act  of  incorporatioa  gives 
them  those  rights.  The  gentlemaa  from  Vif 
'  I,  (Mr.  BAKnouR,)  denies  to  the  General 
nment  the  right  of  approprialiag  money, 
ativyi  in  ezecntinn  of  the  power  specifically  eau- 
merated.  Yet,inhisown  Stale,idoubtnot.ihat 
the  cities  of  Richmond  and  Norfolk  exercise  iboe 
very  powers  of  appropriation  on  objeeta  neither 
specified  by  their  charters,  nor  anticipated  by 
their  framers.  I  know,  that,  in  Philadelphia  and 
Charleston,  the  governments  of  those  towns  have 
ftequenily  employed  their  fuuda  on  worin  of  pub- 
lic utility,  not  noticed  ia  their  charters,  and  oa 


ginit,  { 
Govern  c 
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' 4btTMM<l  md AMlkiteMBigMita: 

!  to  their  gonnmmau    I*  Umm  iutoMca,  aad  ia- 

I  •!«■««■  Itka  tkwc,  hii  it  c*er  ben  obJMUd,  ilut 

'-  ibnm*  manic ipsHiiet  had  *o  rifht  to  •mfioy  tk* 

I  propertr  iatnued  lo  ibdr  dwpontkm,  ncept  m 

I  tbe  objaotdMipMUtdbTilnirebwiCTJ    Oarvra- 

'  imcDUs  wkalnai  mar  ba  Ibttr  axt«at,  ovdiauilr 

t  acqairspnifieilybrtiaatiaf  froiBihoiadiridiMb 

I  of  ibair  OMBBiiiBitT  ■  pmiioa  of  ibeir's.    Fm  lbs 

•xoTciae  of  tbb  htgb  pditteal  ilgbi,  ib^  mmn 

I  aiiaw  thoir  Conuifuietial  Bntltoriif.    Bat  wb«B 

tho  propeitf  ic  aainpMd,  ibe  rigbi  to  aaiplof  it, 

to  aeU,  or  rant  it,  if  it  ba  laad,  or  if  it  b«  aa  arti- 

ela,  lika  ataa*^,  ralaabta  only  is  axchaaga,  to 

•zcliKiice  it,  isuToivadiD  tba  ctaawniarr  aoiioa 

of  proprntf. 

Th«  power  which  tba  Coauiiaiioa  dninad 
that  Caa^raaiaboald  baTe,  ia  tbc  diapoatianM  tba 
moner  TBiaad  b]r  iti  an  tbdtity,  migbt  ba  iUtMratad 
bf  a  ooMpaiiion  wiib  Maaa  aaalogoaa  pawata. 
In  tha  artjcia  of  tba  CMatitwion  miob  anaaa- 
tttea  tits  powar  of  Ceagrtta,  amoaf  otlKn,  an 
aaaigned  to  tliani  tba  Ibiaa  ptiaiBrr  polilieal 
paw«rBofraiiii4anni8a,BaTiat,andiaoBar.  Tba 
Gcaaral  Ooratonuiu  waa  intraUad  witb  ihcM 
thice  Ki«at  inatniiBCDU  of  coBtral.  It  waa  to 
taiaa  them,  end,  he  prtiamed,  to  eaplof  tbem. 
How  ahoaU  tber  ba  emplored?  To  wbai  Nf 
Tioea  tnnat  the  Armjr  be  limited  1  To  tba  inu- 
cation  of  tba  eDBnanted  power*  of  tbe  Coaitl- 
tBiton  1  Ajaaradlf  tba  aoiboiitr  to  provid^  waa 
an  aaiboritf  to  emplojr,  tbe  iiiftrttiaant,  and  the 
Atatj  mifht  be  aofafed  ia  throwia;  op  fottifi- 
eatiooa,  or  making  Mada;  the  Navy  ia  coDTayiBf 


Btorea,oi  makiDganmyi^ 

diacoTwy  t  and  army,  and  narf,  and  '■nonajr,  in 

tMj  objeet,  wliieb,  c(»ftieliog  with  ao  riffala  of 

Btaiea,  or  ladividBala,  ahontd  be  applied  by  the 

duFeoiioa,aBd  under  tbe  tMpoaaibilitjr  of  iba  Oot- 

ammant,  to  preBote  the  weUue  or  honor  9t  tha 

eoontrr. 

It  hnppeaed,  aooa  after  the  estafaHabment  of  tba 
paaaeat  Oorernnteai.  that  tlw  Coaatitntional 
MMBtiott,  whish  abeorbad  tha  attaniioa  of  poUtioBl 
laqniinra  ibroogb  dta  aauntry,  wna  anppoaad  to 
um  priaeipaU^  npoo  the  eoaaideniioB,  bow  far 
tha  nght  to  eflaet  an  object  mnat  ba  preantaed  to 
ooaray  thai  of  emi^oyiacnieana  wbiah  ware  ap- 
•roprinted  ai  indiapantaUc,  and  tba  tabtlaiy  of 
both  ot  ODi  great  pBitjea  waa  emplored  to  aaeet- 
taia  in  what  dcsree,  if  In  aoy,  a  bank  waa  neoaa- 
aary  to  enable  the  Qovemmant  lo  lay  BDd  eoUeet 
tazea.  Bat,  if^  from  the  deii|nat[on  of  aaobjeot 
in  tba  Coaatitatioa,  may  ba  inferred  the  rifht  to 
employ  appropriate  meani,  from  tbe  gnat  of  bd 
iaatrmaeat  meat  be  implied  the  right  of  applying 
it  to  ita  ^ipropriate  objeeta,  aad  beaee,  the  itght 
of  enphtyiDg  nrvy,  BBTy,  aed  money,  if  it  ware 
not  more  earreettooongideritaaezpreailygiren, 
waa  inrolved,  aet  in  reaaanable,  bat  DcecMiry 
i»plloation. 

He  had  BOt  fonotten,  Mr.  L.  aaid,  the  n»n- 
Bianta  by  vhiofa  his  friend  from  ViiiKiBin  {ur. 
BABBDoa)  had  oppoaed  coneluaiou  lihe  ihcae, 
aad  he  aenaioly  ihavld  not  eyade  them.  Al< 
ihovgb,  in  tha  oommoa  affiuia  of  Ufa,  aad  the 


eantaat  esperieaaa  of  tbamoatlimitedfOTern- 
meati^  the  rigbi  of  raialBn  atoaey  impJiaa  that  tt 
expeadiag  it,  hiafriead  bad  diacoveml  two  ob- 
iactiaaa  to  ibe  right  of  the  QoTentmenl  of  the 
Doited  Btataa  to  apply  iia  foada  to  ol^eeu  of  in- 
leraal  improTemenL  Of  thcae  objeetioaa,  tha 
firat  wa%  that  the  power  to  apply  moDey  nuat 
be  lappoecd  lo  ba  limited  by  the  eonmetation  of 
powera  whieb  auaeteda  the  gnat  of  the  power  to 
miae  it.  Now,  in  the  fini  pwee,  tbia  lale  of  etm> 
aunctioa  waa  qaile  a  new  oaa,  aad  hiafriead,  ia- 
aiaad  of  a  a^aiem  of  rigid  intarptetaiioa,  iater- 
polated  a  pruoiple  nailner  foaad  in  the  Conali- 
tation,  nor  Id  nay  polilieal  initroment  erar 
bltberto  eompoaad.  It  ut»t  be  remarluid,  io  Ihia 
Tiew  of  the  aubjaet,  that  the  qneatioa  was  not 
whether  a  power  of  ezpeadiog  money  had  been 
graated,  bat  bow  fitr  we  ehonld  iafer  a  litaiu- 
tMB  of  the  graat.  He  bdM;cd  tha  atlaniioa  rf  the 
Cooamiiiee  to  tbia  atate  ot  the  aoatrorerey.  Tba 
liKht  of  expandiBf  utoaey  waa  admitted  oa  both 
aidei.  The  eipreaa  limiutioaa  (for  there  weee 
■oae)  npon  tbt*  power,  naat  be  admitted  by 
both.  Bat,  beaidea  theae,  there  waa,  in  the  epiB- 
ioo  of  his  friend  from  Tirginia,  no  implied  liait- 
iMim),  which  reatrieled  Coogreaa  to  aoeh  « 


powera.  It  waa  a  qaaauea,  than,  not 
of  eoaattaciiva  power,  bat  of  ceaatraclire  Utnlta- 
tion.  Aad  bere  be  had  perhape  aome  right  to 
elatmi  in  his  torn,  the  adraatagea  of  aoiei  and 
Dice  rulea  of  iBlerpretBtioa:  bat  ha  ranotiiiDad 
them.  If,  from  tbe  moat  liberal  examlaaiioa, 
from  the  ooldeat  aaalogy,  aay  rational  limitatin 
eoald  ba  applied  to  the  [wwer  of  tha  QoTammcni 
over  ita  expeaditareat  whioli  wouI&  aflaat  tha 
reaolntion  he  waa  diaeaaaiBg,  let  it  ba  ap^iad. 

Ha  bad  already  icfarred  to  two  other  ioatia- 
meaii  whieh  are  given  to  Congreaa  io  tha  aama 
artiele  of  the  Conatitaiion  which  oonlaina  a 
grant  of  the  meiny-power.  Would  Ua  liicad 
from  Tirginia  limit  the  employmeat  of  army  aad 
BBvy  lo  the  o^ta  of  the  aiher  enameiaMd 
poweia-~to  raiaiog  laxa,  and  paaaing  aainraliM 
tion  nod  baaktapt  lawa?  Aad  erao  in  ragard  to 
the  moaeT'power,  by  far  tba  gieatet  part  af  tha 
objeeta  of  toe  other  enamerated  powers,  were  of 
a  cbnmetet  to  whiob  BMoey  eoiiU  net  ba  ap- 
plied) while  there  ware  maay  objaota  aot  eoa- 


riih  tha  powera  eBameratcd 
which,  by  the  bahitaal  pcaei 
Oorerameat,  its  moaey  was  amdied. 


itiee  of  tha 


objeeta,  to  whieh,  wiihoot  tha  diaaolatlon  of  tba 
QoveiBDMai,  it  nuiat  be  applied. 

Ur.  L.  expraaaed  his  belief  that  no  man  would 
maintain  the  faoeiful  rnlc,  that  each  power  waa 
to  be  limited  to  the  objeeta  of  other  eatunen^ 
ted  powers  who  should,  with  aoy  patience,  ex- 
amine the  teault  of  this  reciprocal  applicaiioa. 
And  if  each  power  waa  not  to  be  ao  limtted,  why 
aay?  Hethoaght  himself jnatified in conelndiog 
that,  where  there  waa  no  axpresa  limitation  in 
the  Gonaiitatioo,  the  Federal  Oorerameat  might 
employ  army,  naryi  or  mone^,  for  aay  puipoae 
which  might  promote  the  public  welfare  wiihoot 
impairing  the  rights  of  Statet  or  indlTidoala. 
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AnMh«r  ^wtioB  w  the  dottrJM  whiefa  np- 
mm  that  the  Osaenl  Oaremmnt  ta^j  opfvo- 
UBM  noiMT  to  objecM  of  JBterMl  improvvBaDt, 
'  bcM  dMBccd  br  bia  frM&d  from  Tirghia. 

iwfeBl  he  eauia«rcd  h  the  CoBMitatiODal 

nit,  tbM  the  GoreramsDi  ua  porabMe  1h>4 
Oily  KBder  tbu  proTl>i(»  wkieii  aulkorixM  it,  in 
eartti*  mkn,  to  axsrciN  emliMiw  lagulaiiaB. 
Mattitfiag  n  waa  the  ixqairf,  wbetbet  liie  Qan- 

eial  QaT«r '^-'   '-    -      ■  ■    - 

gawtaaa  I       ,  

Uniwd  Btatai,  ha  w«uU  npn**  'hi*  fcaliDg,  mad 
foiiowibtaentlaman  from  Virginia  in  hii  tzuti- 
radoB  of  IM  elaaaa  1b  qveMian— {Ht.  Li.  raad 
th*  16th  dauaa  af  tke  9th  Hction  c/  the  Itt  aril- 
oie  of  the  CoBatilutioD.]  What  d«aw)  of  power 
oaoU  he  txtorenl  fimaa  thia  elawel  tbal  tha 
OoMniaaiit  akoold  lot  have  cxoloiin  legkla- 
tiaa  whara  laad  has  ba«A  pOMhaaed^  withoBi  iho 
eoBaent  vS  the  l^idatnra  of  the  SiMa,  oi  jhuv 
obHcd  for  objaou  dlSiivM  liroB  Ihoaa  which  an 
oBflmcnted.  Tha  aweiett  amtieatloo  of  tha 
"  qnaatjoB"  eaa  eztoi*  from  thi*  oUoie  bo  other 
evMenea.  Tha  verbal  «&<)  rufMal  coBattaeiioa 
w«a  ckMiif  tbia:  aHbnrire  legialatioB  or  jorla- 
dioiloit,  aawelt  aa  proparljr,  night  ba  held  ^tba 
Q&itad  Suiaa  over  aof  Mad  porehaaed  in  ih« 
masMT  praaeribad.  AxelDBitrajuriadietioB  oo«M 
b*  obtaJBtd  in  no  olkei  war-  Bat  were  jariv 
dkliaB  and  pnqwriy  iiuapaTaUe  ?  For  ihe  taat 
of  the  (Sananl  OorenHMDt,  far  fort*  aid  daok 
yacda^  iphere  penoai  io  ita  aerrfea  micbt  ho  pw 
maa«Mlf  Matiooed,  it  might  ba  ww  that  tha 
Uwa  of  ne  Uaited  Siataa  •bagM  neloaivaty  ap- 
-  -  ight  ba  h 
}  ihe  fort  __ 
»iry,  there  waa  ofcri- 
oMly  BO  noaoB  why  ■>>«  Uuitd  Bute*  ahaBtd 
haee  tvslouTe  jnriMiotion  over  avah  t  road. 
Thai*  oaeBpMia&  of  it  would  be  tnnaieol  and 
oaaaaiiQBy,  and  if  tbefi  or  mardar  w«h  eooHai^ 
tad  npaa-it,  why  Blight  boi  tbair  pmaiabiiciu  be 
lamioed  W  tha  aoBita  of  the  Btatat  Uader  hb 
oaMHMtion,  wUoh  eoBforned  stfictlf  Io  Ihe 
woidaofibe  ioainaaant,  whara  exalonro  juife- 
diaiiak  waa  eanraaiut,  the  ooda  waa  praaaritwd 
\rf  wUab  it  might  ba  obtaioed.  Where  Jnrl»> 
dieiiaw  WW  BBweaimty.  the  GeveiatBeat  to 
wUoh  ih*  propmty  of  toe  eoil  wai  anffieMit, 
aright abtaioit  by ordiaary ponbwe.  How ex- 
■mua  tha  eAct  al  the  other  eoBctmatiaa.  A 
iBBd  tvBfortisaa  nosetsary  a»  the  oaBBOa  a|mi 
itibaKtaM.  How nnt that  nadba Blade?  Be 
wontd  try,  Hr.  I*.  Mud,  though  with  aa  'oofi 
Uaad  fcoMt,  one  of  tb»  ferocita  waapona  of 
friaadfioga  Viiglaia)  ha  would  boraowfaiadiloa- 
laa.  A  read  whioh  ia  BaseaMty  or  coBTeBieai  to 
B  fiirt,  moat  either  be  eoaaiderad  (within  tha 
mcBBiDg  of  tha  CoMiiiaiioD)  aa  tha  fixt  ittetf, 
ot  itmnatBOt  be  ao  eeoaidarcd.  Tocoaiideraa 
a  part  of  a  fort  a  road,  faowarar  aeaaeaary,  whteh 
a«Mi<a  B  deaea  milea  from  i^  woold  be  to  offer, 
on  the  pan  oftho  litetal  iiuerpratara  of  the  Goo- 
*litatiaD,aoBmallviolaaGetoiuULBgoa8e.  With 
■whiDterpratarioii, mllitaiy niada miaht  be bnii^ 
bni,  with  ihia  iMoavemeat  obligauou  on  the  I 


combfnad,  bot,  although 
doekyant  might  be  i 


ohiifaflagialatioB  omtham.  Itwialiiaibnh 
Bad  BOt  Om  jarWiaiian,  bat  it  ia  ohUg^  an* 
iag  to  the  goMlemwt  figon  YiigiaiB^  niilimn' 
(bee  Ihe  pteparty,  whiah  it  ia  ila  ntetcMMw 
qaire^  «clo  Boqine  Iha  jniiadietian  vUek  in 
DO  iatawai  in  t<?— ■■^-  The  8ia**  taoR  wti 
roaauea  the  innadieiMn  wMoh  ii>  cntcaiaB 
and  pabUe  oidar  raaBiia  it  to  retaiB,  or  rauiaii 
peaparly  vhioh  iheUaBeml  OoMnmeM  iif  dri 
10  be  raaaad  in  tha  Doiiod  Stantk  Bathhfiiid 
fram  Tirgiahi  wooM  prohaUrs^,  thatibaral 
to  a  foM,  hnwarw  DOtaanry,  waa  boi  iImAi 
itael^vnd  really  ha  iboaght  him  ligkL  Bus 
wa  eaa  ae^niny  aeeaadiBg  t«  Ua  eoBamciiaa,  ■ 
Uod  except  for  foria  aao  dock  yard*,  lad  aMt 
apeei£ed  oqesta^  it  foUowo  that  iba  OaBni  Gar- 
enmoBt  haa  a  nght  to  makw  tbodkah,aadiiB- 
pan,  Bad  plaafafm  of  a  tetitfoatioa,  b<i  ilat  tki 
raad  whiaa  ia  ncoeaaaty  to  wopply  it  lU  nn- 


ttaaeoaaant' 
indeed,  or  tl 
do  the  work 


be  coaaiitBttaaaUf  mmit  by  1^  ma 
aantof thaowamoftfaeaaaL  IkS 


Tk8ai4 


indeed,  or  the  peopU  of  iha  adghboiimi,^ 
and  ka^  it  ia  raiMir}  aad  ifia  w 


depaadtha  poawcftbt  Sa- 
ted atatca  to  moHLkiBa  ganriaaB  far  lb«  rn"*- 
tian  of  the  cooDirr  whieh  it  waa  niatfoMn 
defcBd. 

The  onnion  of  the  gaatlaaaa  fraaa  Viigiik, 
that  the  Oa—ial  Qowanwant  had  aa  ngbl  v>  §>• 
qaite  land,  aaaapC  ia  the  eaaaa  i^M  ia  tkt 
Coiutitatioa,  wae  indaad  ahtmiaf,  if  it  wen  M 
palaaUT«ironeoaa.  Theaoranatmihaihamhi 
laada  M  an  imacaea  UBOBBt  and  if  the  title  ia  IB 
laea  bad,  tha  naakwai  beaoaMtUBg 
apatnaiaryloaa.    HaweaUnotapaaE 


bU  thaBB« 


paTwatbaai 

debcar^  The  loaa  BiiMg  fiam  iut*»- 
covanr,  that  we  had  bo  title  io  th<M,  wooM  ml 
p>abay)^  eneed  B  (ew  miUioaa.  Bat  what  k- 
comaaoi  the  territory  which  wahanparchsa^f 
(KottaK  Waatara  lanttory  bewogMaatirMh- 
bai  what  beeaoKa  of  the  MJii^aaari  P-"  ** 
iheAtahaaaaTeniMay?  Tha StaMof ONip 
owaadiihia  temtoap— aa  hafa-oaid  ywLitiMa- 
inia,  year  Baaefllirav  year  cotntB.  Wt<M  act 
want  it  for  a  fiHt,  or  a  dock  yard,  ar  a  ««  a 

" aad.yet.w»  hoaghl  it.    I^'**B* 

BMt  Jura  Mot  a  tight  la  brf  an^ 
eaeeat  for  certain  eaaaiatatad  oh^tMi,  Aa  Statt 
of  HiaaiaBippi  baa  not  beaa  eaaatate^auUrM* 
tahtiahad— tha  iaad  itf  Mimaaipfi  aoi  Itfaltf 
aoUl 

ThegemlomBD  fram  TirgiaiB  had  M»i  diidiii^ 
the  aid  of  aathoriiy.  He  had  qaaiad  aaaa  M- 
teaee*  fiDoi  the  "  FedaMliat,"  whM^  •Mi'^ 
aahaanppoaad,  hiaCoaatitatioaal  dacirioH-  >■• 
~^edaraUat  waa  tha  coaipaaitian  of  thna  «nt  t* 
mcD,  who  had  great  aganey  in  framiog  tha  Cta- 
ioB,  ia  proenring  ita  adsytioB,  and  1A«- 
aiBBdBiiniattriofii.  It  waa,  tosy  a  coaiM- 
potary  expoaitioa ;  bot,  the  expoaition  af  jnl** 
adnxniae,  BBxioBa  to  procBretha  eaiabiiabnaii 
of  a  aaTacaniBBi  oa  whioh  d^anded  the  faapff 
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inns  and  likertf  af  the  acmOT ;  iittto  twtobMr- 
'•d,  that  %hwf  B«T*r  iquwentrt  a  pmrar  ai  1ms 
i«xtefwive,  «  limititton  u  iBMiwhH  nanatriet, 
iUmo  bb  iafiartiti  jndf«  wwiU  have  pfoBaanMi 
lit?  If  Iha  opinsMf/  Paimk  Hantr  and  Mr. 
MoDTO*  ■banld-baKadlDiha  Oanamince,  acefU 
:  d«iea  of  the  jrnt  eontratlioa  of  any  aitide  of 
th»  Gimatitaun).  Ikb  aoBMnpoMneeoa  eapoat 
tioo  W0idd'weighb>tlitile;iioroatklittow«ifli. 
By  ibe  sppretaMloas  of  iba  ma  partf,  a  B«ec^ 
aasraad  weHnanltdiMHetmaaliaoatmagaified ' 
into  mHroMttlUd  deapotiMDj  irtiye  tbaoomfla- 
•encir  with  wkich  dke  oihei  party  ware  diaposed 
to  TJeir  their  own  work,  led  then  to  beliava  ita 
fewviaioaulBatobBanaaaMBbMatbati  tbaf  Ttallf 
war*.  Tha  Fedenlfat  waa  wrliMu  bf  awn  fM. 
wanna  from,  debatea,  in  wbieli  ^  thair  iageaaitf 
BBd  laleat  for  icfineoeat  had  been  empteaed  lo 
prove,  Iku  the  powen  wbiob  the  OonMitatioa 
MT*  ww«  not  giant  <*awh  to  be  dHfetoaa. 
That,  with  inah  powarfel  diaiarbiBg  eaaiea,  Ibe 


lolor 
'  tare  tartinoar  of  their  merii. 
Ttwy  ware  indeed  Mk  adroeatai,  whose  *pW9' 
iatioBm  BMr  ba  admitied  to  iUatirata  aay  qaasttaa 
of  OoBMhadoBal  kwat  thar  war*  sewona  advo- 
BUas,  wkoee  ofdaioas  aoould  nerer  be  perMkted 
todaeide  il. 

Mr.  Ifc  Msd.  that,  with  ^  aiawof  the  wwk, 
beahoaU  net  attest  lo  dmw  any  ftvcmUe  io- 
ftvanea  Iroai  the  fWiMioa  which  had  haan  nad; 
nor  weald  he  asawfa  its  asfes  for  othen  which 
night  be  less  oboante.  Iihait  been  nifedaaaaob- 
jeotion  to  the  ConsitMlioa,  ihat  iha  vafue  word* 
"  M  provide  for  Ihe  geaeiial  welTare,"  waatd  be 
oonsidated  aa  a  giaai  of  all  laftaladve  pewer. 
This  objaaiioB  wu  trinaiphaDtJy  rrftiiad  hf  the 
aaiighienad  author  of  the  naMberwbieb  hadbeea 
qaased.  He  did  mt  attempt  to  dafend  the  elaose 
bf  aboamnc.  that  it  eDatalaad  a  rastriatieii  190a 
tba  expeDtmara  of  monef  bjr  the  OoreramaBl, 


rrebaae; 
the  io- 


or  nfwo  its  riabM  of  aaatraet  or  of 
but  be  met  the  oalf  objacliog,  wbial 
gantrity  of  that  day  eoaM  ittggeat,  ibai  it  eoit- 
taiaad  a  gmat  of  petiliaal  power,  by-tte  pontiea, 
that  it  gave  l»(h«  -OoMminanl  do  autboiity  to 
eoDiaol  indialdaal  aeiiaa  ar  rifht,  wfaieb  was  il- 
lastmwd  by  ohacrrlag,  that  a  fanrer  ta  misr 
moBoy  aoafd  sot  esitatnty  eonrey  thai  of  «haa- 
ginc  the  aaoras  af  deseentiS  '^• 

Ur.  L.  mid,  that  ba  bad  nearly  fo^otua  to  no- 
tice an  ofajeetion,  whiefa  iodead  be  was  not  aax- 
iens  to  rcfate,  bat  which  oeeopiad  a  wry  oon- 
qiieaoaa  plaee  in  cMry  a^ament  against  ifae  re- 
tolutioa.  He  referrad  to  (he  propoaiiiaa,  that  the 
eooaew  of  a  Siaia  eaold  not  gire  OonMitSlional 
power  10  CoDgren,  He  did  not  oonaider  il  es- 
sential, that  (bit  aignmant  should  be  aaawerad, 
nad  it  was  stiti  less  inevmbaat-apoQ  the  snppon- 
«n  of  the  resolnilon  to  defend  all  the  details  of 
a  bill,  which  bad  been  ▼igeranly  aitaaked  by 
a  gwitecaan  from  FirgiDla.  (Hr.  Sarm)  hat 
wfaieb  nobody  bed  dsfeaded,  beeaasc  tt  was  aol 
sow  befare  tha  Housq,  ttaaagh  Indoad  •  T**'n*> 


it  had  heaa.  Be-wonld,  bawevw,  stale  Ibe  riatta 
ia  whaeb,  it  appeased  lo  him,  (hat  the  siiwnr  of  a 
Blatatotbeeonatraeiiottofa  nad  might  be  eon- 
nnjent,  leaviag  it  to  otbar  geailenMn  to  ezhWt 
those  whieb  t&ajr  might  aansider  aa  raadarisc 
il  BaeassaTy.  A  State  might  own  the  land  over 
wbinh  tha  road  might  be  laqalMd  10  pass,  it 
might  be  disposed  to  obtaia  (be  neeesssry  rights 
af  sail  in  a  road  in  wbieh  it  was  ialara^ad.  It 
might  aeaTeniHtly  apply  ita  familiar  psaotiae  of 
i^praisamsa«  so  lo  sbiain  tbam,  and  might  oam- 
fame  its  raaMioea  with'  Ibosaofthe  Uaiied  SiaMa; 
and  the  assent  of  the  State  woald  hara  ba.mmt 
malarial. 

not  disposed  lo  ask  from  aay  EkaW 


Btmet.    Bat  there  was  a  oensMemlion,  whiah  4o 


meml 

the  Btatesu  all  neqaiailiaaa  of  pra^nrty  within 
its  limits.  Was  il  not  neessaaiy  to  staais  ^m- 
emfiiea  firom  tantion  1  Ha  aandsmad  thai  (o 
him  it  anaamd  pispnsasraai  u  aowisi  thai  tbe 
Saatee  should  tax  the  Oeneml  Gw*anmeM,»r 
tbaGknaraieoremmentthaBtatas.  IfnCMsign 
Amfcasmdar  aball  not  ba  mud  by-aba  Oovara- 
anant  to  which  he  -is  depatod,  beaanaa  ba  n^oa- 
oeUaan  iadqMndsDt  Power,  be  aappasad  ti  mmb 
eleHer  that  this  Goeeanmaat,  m  whieb  (bo  pea-  . 
lectiea  af  the  Stmes  was  iaMaslsd,  whaaa-  m- 
soareesaf  resaane  w«i«  the  eeniribaiiens  of  the 
Smtas  Of  of  theit  eitiianst  eoidd  -net  be  (aqniaed 
to  taise  taxm  Gram  the  Stales,  ia  aider  topay 
tana  to  the  Smies.  This  was,  ladaed,eBa  of 
many  eaam,  in  wbieh  the  Cooatiiaiioa,  iaaasnd 
of  altamptug  to  defne  or  limit  tha  adatwia 
powera  of  the  Ooooal  and  tha  Smte  Ootam- 
maats,  where  aoUisiaa  might  eaaily  bore  bean 
antieipaied,  seems  to  bava  trostad  W  itw  disaw- 
tian  of  both.  In  praetioa,  oncb  O 
tbo^t  itself  entitlad  toiantbaoi 
ad  by  Ihe  aets  fiir  misiog  diwet  «»«,  >■■  ^w 
admittiag  new  SiaMs  into  tha  Unieo.  And  in 
some  few  instaaaas  (base  lanes  ham  bean  paid. 
The  Oeneial  Ooremment  has  mhdfc  it  a  fart  of 
ito  eomiiBct  with  the  new  Btates,  tbm  tbay  alwoU 
net  ux  its  lands.  Wbeo  aboai  to  abtai»wnpat^ 
in  a  read,  why  net  Etake  (it  may  banid}a:slm{- 
Inr  oempaetl  Pethape  in  hmb  aaaaa  the  aam- 
paetmaTbenanaeeemry;  parbopsitinayhaaoa- 
'•--•  harmlese,  and  evaa  pwiisat,  in  both. 

mid,  he  believed,  be  pradent  for  him  bete 


>t,  wm  to  impure  to  ihe  Oeaaliwtian.liaatf 
oadefMt,nnd  la  ilieea  wfao  hara  ndmia- 
istered  it  soeh  babitaal  negleet  of  its  ptOVWam. 
ttAt  be  ooald  not  appreband  dmt  -saah  denial 
would  be  sanpoiud  bf  a  rote  of  the  Commiltae. 
But  he  held  no  opinion  whieb  he  was  not  wil- 
liw  to  avow.  In  sappoit  af  the  reaeimiet^  he 
laid  tbonghi  it  enough  to  show  that  Ihe  Oneml 
Qornnment  might  employ  its  money  or  its  land, 
as  any  eitizan  might,  nad  that,  of  eonseqaenGc, 
it  might  nmkaa  load  whidi  sM«U  nibet  the 
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li^li  of  no  other  party.  But  be  tm  Tax  from 
ibmkiBg  tb*t  it  wa*  in  exaentioD  of  this  civil 
rigiit  oiilr,  ibx  the  OorernmeDt  of  iho  United 
Bute*  hid  power  to  oooainict  a  road — ibe  Coa- 
aiilBtion  had  not  bean  m  iraproTident. 

Ha  btliered  that  the  Fadaral  ConMitHlioa  had 
Tetted  in  the  Ooreromeat  of  the  United  States 
the  high  power  of  ukiog  prime  propcrtf  for 
public  nae,  and  (tf  making,  la  eenatn  caaei,  the 
«aaal*  and  roadi  whieh  the  pnblie  nceenitiea 
mifhi  require,  even  witbont  ibe  ceBMOt  of  the 
owaen  t(  tbe  toil,  npon  paring  to  ifaem  a  jod 
iBdemaity.  Snob  a  power  man  not  be  looMlr 
inferred.  It  ooold  not  be  repreHOted,  ai  might 
ike  right!  of  coDtract  and  expenditure,  of  wbicb 
be  had  faitherto  treated,  as  eonflictiog  viib  no 
Mher  lighL  It  wu  a  high  political  power,  (o 
whieb  ibe  nilea  of  oonairaetion  of  the  gentleman 
bom  Virginia  properlr  addled.  It  naat  ba 
•bowB  that  the  Conetitalion  expienly  gave  it, 
ot  thai  it  waa  neeeMary  to  iba  exeeniloa  of  tbe 
IMwera  wbieb  il  bad  given. 

Oenilemen  oiaBi  ndmit,  howerer  relnetantlr, 
tbal  Ibe  GhnenI  Oorcnneat  has  some  power  to 
lake  prirate  propertj  for  pvblte  use,  besides  that 
width  eonilsia  in  raising  lues.  Tbe  fifth  anend- 
ment  reqaires  that  where  tbii  is  doM  tbe  owner 
ihiU  reaeive  a  Just  iDdemnitr.  This  amend- 
Mui  goatds  the  propenr  of  the  citizen,  not  by 
witbdiawinr  from  ibe  uonrameBl  a  neeeeaarjr 
powar,  but  if  eonneeiing  wiib  it  a  jast  oUiga- 
tioa.  Ptoperiy,  tben,  ntj  be  taken  for  paHie 
oaa,  BhaU  we  be  told  that  tbtt  means  only  pet' 
aeaal  ptoperto  ?  Wby  ibis  tecbnieal  distinotion  1 
The  words  do  not  require  il,  and  it  may  be  at 
neeaasary  to  take  ground  for  the  site  of  arailitary 
poat,  M  limber  for  in  polinde&  But  gentleman 
say,  that  yon  can  only  take  this  property  when 
MMMity  requires  it,  and  that  when  the  necnsiiy 
oaasea  the  property  muM  be  restored.  This  doe- 
tiine  might  be  iaeanvenieot  lo  all  partcM,  and  it 


eaaaoi  be  supposed  ibai,  where  tbe  Constiuiion 
impcaas  the  oblisntlon  of  paying  tbe  -    -      - 
the  prapeny,  the  former  owner elill 


•f  payiuji  Ibe  full  vslneof 


siMiary  interest  in  iu  He  bad  said  ibat  neither 
tbeOeiieral  Oovenunent  nor  tboee  of  the  Staiee, 
poseesssd  any  bat  detegnied  powers.  He  had  no 
oMibi  tbat  tbe  Btata  governmeau  had  Ibe  r^i 
to  naks  roada  and  eaaals;  and  it  would  be  to 


a  myaiery  thar%  people  sbooM, 
m  Ibcu  Stele  eoaatinitlona.  girc  to  their  Bepre- 
senutiTCttbe  power  of  letelling  bonsesnnd  taking 
pttaals  pnMWity,  that  the  sireei  of  a  town  might 
bt  wideMa,uid  it*  convenieuee  aad  beauty  pro- 
moled,  and  that  the  same  people  should  retuM  to 
tMr  R^resenutins,  in  tbe  National  Govern- 
meal  the  same  power;  net  to  promote  the  aynme- 
Uy,bmt'tosecnreihe  defence  of  their  towns.  If  a 
gentleman'a  private  bonse  occupy  a  ailnatioa  Aet 
which  it  isconveoient  thaia  newsireei  should  paag, 
the  Stele  govern  men  tdi  vests  the  owner  of  his  pro- 
peity  rigbifullv.  But.  if  the  same  houie  occapy 
n  stetloa  whkh  is  necessary  for  tbe  safety  of  the 
town,  the  government  which  is  charged  with  its 
defence,  if  it  cannot  boy  the  lot  from  the  proprie- 
tor, miut  teliaqnitb  it  for  tbe  snemy.    And  the 


m^tary  tbtdesa,  when  we  obacrre,  npoinB- 
inniion  of  Ibe  Btete  eoastitatioBa,  quiu  nalt 
appeaiaaee  of  a  special  ^nint  of  thii  avm 
ten  private  property  as  in  the  FedcnlCa* 
Uidoo.  But,  perhaps,  there  were  techainlnls 
of  conetraotioB  whieb  ongbt  to  be  tffiitittik 
one  constitutiao,  aad  not  IS  theoibeia,  fitbi 
not  know  them,  bat  he  should  draw  no  stgma 
from  this  analogy,  but  refer  to  tbe  artidwifili 
Federal  Ooaatituiion,  which,  aa  be  thowh^in 
to  the  Oeaeral  Oovemmeat  tbe  r^t  i/nufa; 
roads  and  eanala,  aad  of  taking  pnraie  ptifaii 
for  this  pnrpose,  upon  pajring  to  iu  owstn  i 
joK  indemnity. 

In  this  inquiry  tbeatteotioa  is nstiuallfAir^ 
first  to  that  article  of  the  Coaatiuiiion  vUti 
give*  10  Congress  tbe  power  to  esttUii^  fM 
offiosB  aad  post  roada.  Upon  this  fiddihina- 
tioas  taken  by-  tbe  Speakn  were  iismf^ 
and  he  was  not  dis^eaed  lo  waste  bum  nor  ii 
Buperfiaoai  eSbtte  in  theti  defsaea 

There  were,  however,  two  ciit-wnnrw  » 
whieh  the  Committee  wvaU  allow  kia  arda, 


[ive  loCongraailhepewarafdnifiti- 
roada.  Now,  it  bappeaed  thsl,  u  At 
if  the  CanstiiotioB,  ue  ealniitiBg  Ow- 


adoption  of  the  Canstiiotioa,  u 
erBBMBl  had  enetly  ibis  pow«- ef  den|inin| 
poai  road*.  Thev  were  in  its  eaouaal  aicttiK 
The  act  of  Cootiederaiiea  anthoiiied  Cotipm 
"  to  esaUish  post  ottee^"  and  post  roadi  wei 
deajgoated  in  the  eoaieaiaBd  most  aaiaral  Bctk*! 
by  esublbhiBg  in  tbe  several  post  ofioet  itapoiaB 
tbrovgb  wbieh  ibey  wete  to  ma.  IT  the  wordi 
of  the  Coafederatioa  bad  besa  adopted  withou 
addition,  he  sboald  have  ibooght  that  tbapowai 
of  Ibe  CeafiMleiaiioB  only  woaU  have  beeo» 
joyed  by  the  preaeat  Qoveramsni;  bnt,  u  ui 
CoaventioB  were  dissatisfied  with  that,  airi* 
dtd  a  power  to  estabUsh  "  post  taadi,"  Iti  ■■* 
think,  with  tbe  Speaker,  that  tbtfiDiasMn 
convey  tbe  power  which  the  werdi  mw"! 
imply  of  making  poM.roads.  Tbcta  vai h  t"^ 
dtv.  Mr.  L.  said,  in  Ihii  eoMstrBalioD.   Itixir* 


dty,  Mr.  L.*aid,ia  this  cbu«.w«»-  -  , 
the  first  reports  nade  by  tbe  PostnwUf  Otana^ 
nnderthe  present Ooverameai,  heaiWtiin'*| 
priatioa  for  a  pest  road.    Whethtt  A(  «»* " 


rar 


moBTimw  forbade  this  ezpuditn<h « ^'^ 
'iatien  waa  included  under  eomrgaxn''*'' 

Id  not  been  able  to  leata.    Bat ibM *V°' 

trace  of  any  ConaiituiioitelobyectinnkstiiilM'' 
(hen  made,  aad  be  believed  th<M  otjtetit^  » 
have  beea  the  diacoveriea  of  a  Utsr  a|«- 

Bat,  if  he  were  obliged  to  select  kw«  "^ 
cified  power  to  whieh  he  muH  consider  ib*  I>'^ 
of  making  canals  and  roada  a*  iseidcai'T  f! 
shoBld  cetwioly  seiecl  that  of  enplori*!^ 
military  force  of  the  eonniry,  ai  rcqnirJDf  i^ 
eapptement.  "  Congrem  shall  bare  po""  ^ 
raise  nrmlea."  We  all  agree  that  the  poe"  ^ 
be  exercised  in  war  or  peace.  It  ia  bD(faii>r"P' 
and  duty  of  the  Uniled  Butes  tomaintsiop'f 
SOBS  in  soms  exposed  points.  These  will  ni«  " 
in  tbe  centre  of  the  country,  bnt  on  iu  '"'z^ 
Whorarer  tkare  were  troops  it  sbeold  kcd  >>■ 
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there  nboM  be  tm^  over  whieh  provUioM  eDd 
nuniltOBi  of  war  night  be  mnsported  j  wbieb 
might  Mrre  Nmelimas  for  rwaforcemeDt,  lome- 
times  forretieel.  TbcMcxpoaed  polaumifhtwell 
be  nippowd  to  be  diitavt  frooi  tbe  Milled  eoao- 
tty,  and  tolhemiliurj'  ocenpaiion  ofaneh  pointB, 
toads  irere  iDdiapeniablj  neecsMrjr.  But,  iUa»- 
traiioDB  of  the  mtliiarj'  impOTiaDce  of  roada  were 
foriiisfaed,eTeDbroBrAtlaiiiiefroDtier.  FormaoT 
of  our  fori!  were  placed  od  two  pomu  of  land, 
projeciin^  in  rijm  or  baya,  vbenee  a  comonnni- 
eaiioo  with  ibe  higb  ground  eonid  oolf  be  ob- 
tained by  Ion;  lad  eipcBatre  canaewan.  Had 
the  Gtoverament  no  ngbt  to  make  thaae^  and 
mnat  it  retinqniib  ibe  moat  farorable  poMtiona 
for  defence,  and  at  a  greater  eipeoae  oMaia  less 
■eeariiiN  because  the  approprlale  poailion  waa  a 
point  of  tuarah  land,  and  the  Conaiitntion  had 
not  said  that  it  miyht  make  a  road  toil? 

Bat  be  waa  talking  of  old  aysiems  of  defcaee. 
To  place  yonr  garriaona  where  jov  eovM  aupply 
and   austain  them  ;  to  Btaiioo  armiea  wherCj  by 
facilittea  of  eommaaication,  they  might  rapidly 
support  each  other,  were  once  considered  {H-ndent 
and    necessary  trrangemeiits.    Bat  the  gentle- 
matt  from  Virginia  bad  propoied  a  new  acbetne 
of    military  preparation.     Inatcad  of  proridiog 
roads  which  shoold  enable  you  to  traoaport  ma- 
nilions  of  war  to  any  point  which  might  be  threat- 
ened ;  he  told  yon  that  you  might  build  araeoal* 
upon  the  frontier.    Yes,  you  might  build  them 
for   the  enemy.    With  a  frontier  clothed  with 
arsenata,  (be  shoold  say  nothing  of  the  ecooomy 
of  such  a  aeheme,}  witnoui  facilities  of  commu' 
nicatioD  which  ihoold  allow  a  coDsiderable  force 
to  be  quicklr  collected  for  their  defence,  your 
arsenals  would  aupply  tbe  wants  of  your  enemy, 
not  yonrs;  and  the  same  acfaeme  woold  eren 
make  your  foria  antenable.    It  was  obTJoos  tbaL 
on  tbe  frontier,  arsenals  could  not  be  maintained 
without  an  army,  nor  an  army  without  prorlaions, 
nor  either  without  rosda;  and  the  certain  resnll 
of  this  new  system  must  be,  that  forti&calions 
would  be  lost  without  a  siege,  snd  armies  capit- 
ulate wiibont  a  battle.    But  erm  the  aystem  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  admits  of  some  re- 
lasation.    There  are  laws  of  war  whose  author- 
ity be  does  not  dispute.    The  Coniiitution  girea 
ns,  in  ^ace,  no  right  to  make  a  road  howerer 
necessary  ;  but,  during  war,  we  may  make  roada 
to  attack  the  enemy,  or  to  eseape  from  him.   Bat 
this,  they  say,  is  a  right  which  we  b>Te  in  com- 
mon with  the  enemy  himself,  not  given  by  the 
GonatiiutioD,  but  derived  from  tbe  law  of  war  o 
tbe  law  of  nations.   And  what  ia  the  law  of  war' 
Tbe  law  of  force;  a  law  which  subverts  all  law; 
which  suspends  liberty,  where  it  ^oes  not  destroy 
iL    And  waa  it  in  tbia  indefinite  and  military 
power  that  the  pradcnce  of  his  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia woald  takerefoge,  rather  than  admit,  on  ibc 
pari  of  Congress,  a  power  to  provide   for   the 
tame  objects,  with  that  regard  for  private  right 
which  belongs  to  the  civil  cliaraeter  and  with 
tbe  economy  which  the  order  and  regularity  of 
peace  permit?   Asa  Gonatitutional  power  of  don- 
gre*^  It  ha*  gnarda  which  make  it  atfe,  and  may 


be  ezeraiaad  with  a  foresight  wieh  will  r«i»d«r  it 
effectoal.  Adopt  the  viewof  theattntleman  from 
Vir^nia,  and  tbe  power,  while  it  lasts,  is  nnre- 
strained  and  indefinite,  and  the  right  to  eierciae 
it  commences  only  when  its  employment  becomea 
eipenatve,  precarions,  or  impraeiioable.  How 
completely  do«e  this  system  of  inlcrpreiatlon  de- 
feat iia  own  object!  Howdangeroaa  to  liberty  it 
(hat  zeal  in  it*  eause  which  repraaeats  the  defrace 
of  the  Constitution  as  incompatible  with  the  de- 
fnae  of  the  eonutty  1  Was  it  not  evident  that 
ibis  right  to  make  a  road,  which  was  dedtteed 
from  the  laws  t^  nations  and  of  war,  would  be 
100  often  imavailing?  When  forced  to  rairaal, 
we  may  b^ta  to  maks  a  road,  under  the  oaoaou 
of  the  enemy  I  we  may  eoastltutionally  use  ihm 
piekaxe  and  the  spade,  when  every  hand  is  r«- 
qniied  for  the  bayoaet.  And  here  we  have  m 
bad  itlaatratioB  of  the  cbaraoier  of  these  Coaaii- 
intieoal  doctrines.  Roads  and  aanalsaraalwaya 
tMefal,  aometinas  necessary ;  ihate  ura  «Me> 
where  the  Oseeral  Oorerameat  tuay  eonairMt 
i;  bat  when  7  They  are  pmclteable  iu  pauM,' 
Ihea  they  are  naDOusUlutioaBlf  thoT  an 
CoQaiiintioDal  only  where  they  are  absuaiely 
impiaelitafale. 

There  is  indeed  no  reasoa  to  ibiak  fif  tbe  Oon- 
ttitutioD  fiives  to  the  Ooveromeai  toe  power  of 
eonstrneting  military  roads]  that  the  exercise  of 
this  power  most  be  confined  to  war.  Oarritoaa 
must  be  maintaiaed  in  peace  or  war,  sad  roads 
are  necessary  for  them  ia  either  state.  la  war 
the  march  of  troops  is  more  frequent  aid  rapid  | 
but  ia  peace,  too,  their  movements  are  often  a^ 
eessary.  Nor  eau  tbe  question  of  Conatituiioual 
power  depend  npon  the  nrgeaey  of  tbe  neeesaity, 
or  upon  the  rsmetenest  of  the  evil,  which  that 
power  is  employed  to  avert.  You  nay  make  a 
road  if  it  be  necessary  to  advanea  upon  the  •••• 
my  the  next  week ;  but  suppose  it  will  be  neect- 
aary  the  next  year,  or,  aa  ouiimes  it  happens  in 
military  transactions,  suppose  the  time  when  it 
will  be  necessary  to  depend  Dpoa  movameaia  of 
the  enemy,  upon  which  you  cannot  ealcnlata, 
surety  theaa  considerations  afftel  only  the  eipa- 
diency  of  making  the  road,  and  not  the  right.  If 
it  be  ueecesary  that  military  roads  should  bo 
made,  vAm  they  should  be  made  mast  be  iatrust- 
ed  to  the  dlscreiiou  of  the  Oovemmaut,  and  they 
woald  do  tbe  Coaetitution  little  aervioa  who 
should  plieeit  iu  eoneiaat  oppaaitioa  to  prvdsnoe 
and  reason,  and,  while  they  recommend  In  paaee 
a  provision  for  the  eiigenciee  of  war,  abould  da- 
uonnee  thit  provlaimi  as  anoonatitntional,  baeauae 
it  was  pravidaot  and  wise. 

He  woald  deuin  the  Committee  no  longer  M 
this  tubjecl.  If  the  GovemoMnt,  which  has  the 
poWer  to  raite  armies,  haa  not  that  of  making 
military  roads,  the  ioitrameat  ia  given  and  a«t 
the  power  to  employ  it. 

Mr.  L.  said,  thai  be  should  have  made  no  ob- 
servation on  the  rigbl  of  tbe  Qovernmentio  eon- 
airnot  eaaals,  if  an  amendment  had  aoi  been  pro- 
posed which  aeemed  to  indicate  an  opinion  that 
(hie  right  was  laat  clear  than  that  of  ntaking 
roads,    fiat  if  a  road  nny  be  nutfefoi  the  tnM- 
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portfttioD  of  MiliMtf  itorf •,  wky-  mx  «  euid  ? 
Ymtr  tigtu  lo  «ak«  Ailher  !■  d«iTed  from  its 
wtMerriDg  ilie  sieat  pnrpow  of  miliurf  evpfilf. 
T^  oa\i  caokl  which  hkd  been  mad«  or  improT- 
•d,  irndcf  B  Uw  of  Coofiem,  wu  ihat  of  Can>ii' 
ticist,  aod  ibe  tmhod  amgaed  (hebelieFed  ia  Lh« 
Mt  JUelf)  lot  exttadioK  pnbtic  mutaaee  lo  the 
work,  WIS  tho  coauuiaicBtioa  which  it  would 
c^Q  for  gUkbeatH  btLwcta  the  Ukci  of  New  Or- 
Jmbi  and  the  river- 
He  aluHiid  Boi  ddala  ihe  Cemtniltee  by  aoy 
vaibal  remaf k«  OQ  that  oUum  of  ibe  Cooitiiutioo 
wliich  gJTM  to  CoDsreH  the  powai  "  lo  refolate 
Dommefce."  Bui  tbue  wa«  a  View  which  miglii 
hi  lakea  of  Um  rigbi  to  make  conuaarcial  load*, 
MKh«f  calculated  pctbapi  lo  eaeite  aupieioa  aad 
^aalotuy  tbas  to  eaAciliaie  anp^L  He  would 
■law  it,  bowom,  baMuie  be  wished  to  coooeal 
paitefbisopiMOB.  Hia  frieod  fron  Viqpaia 
d  Mid  that  the  Cwuiiintion  eokHiscd  a  distri- 


which  ibep  belong^bave  in  the  lims  m. 


;huw 


of  the  lower  country,  bat  thai  ihoae,  iwhii 

of  a  charaoier  which  might  reqnira  I^iuabn 

GovisioQ.  He  contrasted  the  prioeiple  that  tb 
oited  Stales  bad  a  tight  to  eaubllsh,  at  ikcic 
expense,  ligbt-hoiues,  buoys,  or  heftcoaa  for  dv 
itDjiroTeineDi  of  the  navigatioii  of  the  Miasistip^ 
while  it  was  Spaoiib,  iiui>  the  dooirine  whiu 
deDieathem  the  power  of  appcopriattacmaaey  k 
the  sape  object  now,  bMauie  it  is  Aoaericao. 

Mr.  h.  utd  that,  alibough  ttierc  wei«  a  (cw 
other  views  of  the  ContiilutioBal  poiKrs  of  Coa- 


noptit 
ted  sail 


■  bWioih.af  polilical  powers;  ibal  powers  which 
wan  UMfal,  but  of  a  character  wtakli  the  scaa- 
taie  LegialaHrea  could  not  noreise;  in  othar 
words,  toat  Batiooal  power*  were  gircn  to  the 
CfeaeraJ   QaTenHnaot.      He   concurred  in   this 

3iinion.  This  distiibuiioo  of  power*  was  not  so 
ansil J  efiieeud  asthataay  useful  power  ebould 
be  lost  m  the  fioetm.  The  rigbi*  aad  iitHrasts 
of  the  eaanlry  were  KCHred  by  the  Constitution, 
aM  impaired  by  it.  The  rigtea  of  the  Slates 
Vofc  aacured  in  tetms.  IndepeadeuUy  ot  the 
CoostitatiaD,  iheButes  had  some  nutaal  rights. 
The  cealral  States  had  uuqneelioaably  that  of 
MtTtgaiiaf  tbe  alnaa>*  which  flow  fram  their 
iluits  to  the  coDiBon  propeKy  of  uatioai,  the 
•Mas.  Their  claim  to  a  road  to  the  same  (oal 
was  not  vary  different  in  ptiaeipie.  Theeerighu, 
Jadepsodently  of  the  Constitmioa,  they  could  *e- 
•ne  by  neMiiatiaa  or  war.  The  ConslttptioD 
ffcolaaes  these ;  but  it  does  so  by  eubstitatiag, 
for  a  Tialent  and  |»«oariou«,  an  orderly  and  efiea- 
toal  remedy.  Rights  to  speeific  woperiy,  if  they 
.are  Ihe  ■nbiccis  of  eoatroveny  betwecD  Stales, 
ua  decided  by  the  Federal  Judiciary :  rights 
cfially  eeeored  by  ibe  Coaaiituiien,  but  which 
.  cannot  be  enforced  withoot  Ugislalion.  luost  look 
Ar  ibeir  cuppott  to  the  Federal  Lcgisiatura.  lo 
this  riew,  it  is  rather  a  quMlion  b«wesn  tbe  dif- 


the  resolution  iwd  been  diteetad  aguiast  tk 
slitutional  power,  aod  its  friends  had  ni 


.    -      -, juis  of  ibe  Qeneial  OovetnineBt, 

i»  whiah  shall  ba  vasied  tbe  powcf  of  sec«riiw 
Iha  rkhu  of  navigatioa  and  way,  which  tbe  c«o> 
Iml  Sloiaa  mar  claim.  Aad  ihe  character  of 
Ihaae  tighta  Bamdaatly  abows  that  ibey  must  be 
«aaarad  (in  iha  oaaxpected  aveoi  of  their  re^uk- 
ins  any  othei  security  than  the  mutual  iatwesi 
and  amity  of  the  Biau*^  by  the  legislative  pro- 
Tisioa  a*  well  as  judicial  authority. 

To  prove  the  right  which  the  central  States 
had  by  the  laws  eraaiure  and  of  nationa  lo  the 
naTigaiion  of  the  riven  which  flow  from  their 
baits,  Mr.  Lovnofls  read  severil  extracts  from 
a  laporl  of  Mr.  Js&rsoa,  when  Secretary  of 
Btale,  to  tbe  President,  (10  vol.  public  documents, 
p>  137,)  and  be  said  be  read  these  not  merely  to 
show  Ibai  these  were  rights  wbieb  the  iahabit- 
aaia  <tf  ibe  bisbu  ooajMry,  aad  tboae  Suiea  to 


Ibis  topic  of  inquiry.  But  he  had  aliaady  dwelt 
upon  it  so  long,  that  on  the  lextaiuiog  qoattion 
which  he  bad  Jotended  to  discuss,  the  axpediency 
of  applying  a  part  of  the  national  Rveaae  to 
pufpoees  of  iotamal  iaprovameitt,  b«  eoold 
scarcely  do  more  than  expreas  bis  opiaioo^  with- 
out defendiiu;  it.  He  would  willuuly  indaatf 
have  made  this  the  principal  object  «ius  ailea- 
but  tbe  aadivided  fiaroa  of  those  who  uMoae 
Coo- 

- naturally 

applied  iheir  priocipsi  eflorU  to  tbe  same  pwnl. 
He  did  uoi  Icet  upon  this  subject  an  authuiiaiiD 
which  would  blioa  him  to  the  profaabilitiea  cf 
abuse.  Whatever  road  or  canal  the  interest  aad 
eoterprise  of  individuals  would  prompt  them  ta 
complete,  be  doubted  not  woald  he  accotoplisbed 
by  ibem  more  economically  tbao  by  the  Ctovem- 
meuL  Nay,  be  was  willing  to  admi^  that  what- 
ever in  this  way  the  State  goverDmeois  shoaJd 
attempt,  would  in  geoenl  be  bettei  done  by  then 
than  by  the  Goverumentof  the  Uuited  States. 
But  there  were  mililanr  and  aatMualroada  which 
must  be  made  by  the  Qoveioment  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  not  at  ell.  To  these  be  would  be 
-'"'  -  apply  a  part  of  the  public  incouie. 
t  renurked  in  tbe  coursa  of  the  dii- 
cussion  that  it  most  be  the  interest  of  individual) 
to  make  an  improvement  whenever  it  wac  the 
iDleresi  of  tbe  countiy  that  it  should  b«  made  ,- 
but  that,  where  a  canal  or  road  would  not 
give  to  the  stockholders  Ihe  ordinary  profits 
of  money,  a  different  employEaeat  <u  capital 
would  be  better  for  tbem  and  the  conauy.  He 
admitted  the  general  principle  that  iadusiry 
aad  eapital  would  generally  receive  from  private 
Inierett  the  direction  which  would  be  moat  coa- 
formable  to  the  public  good.  Bat  h*  did  notad- 
mit  that  all  public  improveoteata  mast  be  sup- 
ported by  private  spsculatioa.  He  would  not 
attempt  lo  detail  the  leasons  which  laade  the 
canals  and  roads  of  every  civilized  country  the 
objects  of  atteAtioa  to  iu  GorernmenL  He  be- 
lieved (bat  roads  were  aawhere  left  eatiiely  to 
duQiary  uadertaking*  and  iudividoal  iuieiest. 
They  were  usually  supported  by  laxee,  thoogb 
ibese  were  neither  general  nor  equal  ones.  The 
piofiw  of  a  turnpike  road  divide  themselves  be-  I 
iweco  the  siockbolder,  the  landholder,  and  tha  I 
traveller,  and  an  eJipeuditure  which  tuought  to 
the  oooipaDy  who  madeita  profit  of  five  percent. 
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or  iftnn.    Bai 

VDmeDt  whieb  h* 


iftnn.    Bat  he  would  aol  eopga  ruttb«r  is 


men  fBtigned  w 


Alter  Mr.  Lowkkis  h«d  eooelnded   law  r» 
krks,  he  loae  iguB  w  rerive  ilia 


ikjr,  bat  wbiel 

that  genileveo  might  be  left  fre« 

ivhfila  ifibject,  DntTBmmelled  br  ihe  qnealion  be- 

iag  preacBttd  •epaniel?  in  iti  diSerent  bniehet. 

That  tho  nembm  of  tbe  Commitite  might  bcpw 

harean  opportnnitr  of  rolinc  Tor  aar  oae  braaeh 

which   ought    ba   aeeepUble,-  and   agaiiul  any 

which   mi|fht  be  object iooible,  he  renewed  hu 

iB«tJoa,  with  une  variation,  10  diride  th«  piofo- 

sitioit  into  three  diMiaci  rcMlutiona. 

Tbe  qiMKioa  waa  than  takes  on  iiriUng  oat 
all  the  original  retelBtioa  after  the  word  "Bc- 
•olvcdj"  and  ineertibf  iIm  IbUowingt  and  de* 
eMad  la  the  aAraatiTe— ajaa  78, 

"Tlkat  CongieMhuptnnr,  under  the  CoBMltnUon, 
to  appmvrtate  nonar  fiw  Aa  ooiwtnietion  of  no«t 
road^  nulitart  ud  ottkar  readi,  and  of  ranalr,  and  tor 
Um  infn^MMM  of  water  eowaaa." 

Tbe  qneiiion  war  then  taken  on  the  lecond 
resolatiOD,  oilcred  ai  pan  of  tbe  snbatitnie,  bv 
Mr.  LowKDiB,  nnd  agreed  to— a^e*  76,  noet  70, 
aa  follows: 

"  Rtaobtd,  Tbst  Congreaa  baa  power,  nnder  tba 
ConatitulioH,  to  oMutrDot  port  rowla  aod  mOitaiy 
road* ;  proved,  that  ^*ate  pmptrtj  ba  not  taken  for 
public  nae  without  jtut  eompentation.'' 

The  third  branch  of  the  aubttituie  waa  also 
igteed  to— apes  70^  noei  69,  ai  foUowa: 

"  Setohtd,  lliat  Concnaa  h««  power,  ondar  tho 
Conatitntioa,  to  eonalrac*  roadi  and  canak  meiaaaiy 
for  comraerce  between  the  Stalea ;  provided,  that  pn- 
vat«  proper^  ba  nat  taken  far  pnUic  pnipoae*  withont 

Mt.  Mnaoan  propoacd  to  add  another  reaolu< 
lion  to  thoie  agreed  to,  wbiob,  after  tome  diaena- 
■ion,  waa  adopted — af  ei  75,  noct  63,  aa  follow*: 


a  piirala  pnpar^ 


nowar,  nadv  UM 
far  BililaiT  pBi* 
--^Tba  taken  te 


poaaa  i  ptpridad 
anjr  anch  pnpoa 
made  th«MlN." 

Ur.  LoWHDBa  then  mored  the  adoptioa  of  an 
addittonal  reae(ati<Hi,  aa  followi: 

»  Aaofced,  That  tt  la  expeAant  that  dM  tarn  to  ba 
paid  t«  A*  United  BMaa  udar  the  90th  Matfan  at 
thoMtto  iacerporala  ihaMbacriben  ta  the  Bank  ol 
the  UniMd  Slataa,  and  ^  avidandB  whieh  AaU  Btiaa 
from  tbair  iharBa  io  iti  ci^tal  atoek,  1»  ooiMtitntad  aa 
a  fond  ibr  the  conatmction  of  roada  antl  tiaaalt." 

The  question  on  Ibis  reaolotion  was  decided  in 
the  neniire— ayes  78,  noes  73. 

Mt.  FoaaTTH  then  moved  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise,  and  report  ibe  resolaiions  to  the  Hoaae. 
This  motion  brongbl  oo  a  dennltorr  debate  of  an 
hoor'i  continuance,  in  which  Mr.  Hntm  Nation, 
in  opposing  tbe  motion,  aod  askiag  that  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  retolntions  be  alloind  at  least  one 
daf  more  to  ntge  their  objeetlans  to  tham,  incl- 
15lh  Con.  Ist  Sesi.— 40 


deamUr  avowed  his  haatllitr  to  the  raaolniiDaa 
aa  a  deogeroni  and  alarming  aaanmption  of  pow* 
«r,  and  a  ditvei  tufringemeot  of  ihe  Censtiintintl 
and  of  State  ti^ia,  &c. 

Mr.  Jomiaoii,  ot  Keniuekf ,  in  reply,  also  ioci< 
dentailjr  offered  a  f«w  remstkt  in  favor  of  tba 
resolutions. 

Finally,  Mr.  Porsyts'ij  motion  wai  with- 
drawn, when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress, obtained  leare  to  sit  again,  and,  nboni  ftVo 
o'clock,  tbe  House  adjoorned. 

WBDREsfiay,  March  11. 

Mr.  TnOKli,  of  Virginia,  frcm  the  CnnMWtiaa 
on  that  part  of  the  Frestdeol's  Mesmge  whiah 
relates  to  Roads,  Caaal^  and  Seminariaa  of 
Learning,  made  a  report  apon  tbe  snbjeal  of  the 
Canbcrland  read;  wbieh  was  read,  aad  ardaied 
to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Bnnjk,  from  tbo  Committee  of  PensioM^ 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hanrf  Kiaft 
waieh  waa  twice  read,  and  eommittad. 

CLAIMS  FOR  DBBTBOTBVimOKtTr. 


ioqnire  into  the  ezp^dieocy  of  coQiiDuiog  in  force 
the  act  of  April  9,  1816,  and  tbe  supplementary 
act  piMed  in  1817,  for  indemiiifyiDg  those  who 
bare  lastaiaed  loues  of  properly  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  Uniied  Slates,  madea  re- 
port. coDciuding  with  the  followiug  resolutioas, 
the  latter  of  which,  it  will  be  perceived,  hare  ref- 
erence to  certairi  cornbiaaiions  to  commit  frauds 
on  the  Office  of  GIsimK,  which  have  been  de- 
tected: 


"  J^  act  to  anthome  the  yavment  Ibr  properlj  loat, 
captured,  or  daatmyed  while  Id  militan  seiriee  of  the 
Unitad  States,  and  for  other  poiposea,"  psssed  the  VIk 
of  April,  IBIS,  snd  the  act  to  amendment  tharec^ 
puaed  third  of  March,  1B17. 

t.  Xfobed,  Tht  sD  elaima  whiA  dtal  not  have 
been  acted  on  in  the  eOoe  of  tbe  OommMoner  oa 
the  901  of  Aptil  neit,belraaaA)Mdlbr  ajgadkatten 
Id  the  (Aee  of  the  Tfafrd  Auditor  of  Um  Tiuaaaiy 
DefBittaont,  and  tba  aaid  AmdiMf.ln  laiMwa  «p  bsi 
deeisiMM,  )haU  be  pveeMd  in  al  laapasta  by  Aa  eMaa 
rules,  ragidsthiii^  sad  isatriMioaa,  sa  have  baaw  r*" 
aoibad  to  tba  GaamMoaer  of  Olaima. 

a.  Buthti.  TM  IheCeiHulleeef  Claima  bad*. 
racted  to  r^ott  a  bill  pursuantiT  to  the  tesgataw  taa^ 
lutien. 

4.  MMototd,  That  the  AMonsr  Oenaral  ba  direoted 
to  catiaa  to  be  institoiad  in  Ihs  coorta  of  tiia  United 
Statea,  far  the  Stsle  of  New  York,  any  swt  w  suits 
which  may  be  ]ii  liimsii  to  lecoTci  from  individuala 
the  money  they  hare  fraadulently  obtained  fiom  the 
Oovamment  of  the  United  Btatea,  andsi  ths  act  of  the 
9th  of  Anil,  1816,  and  the  set  amendatory  Ihsreto, 

laead  tba  ad  of  March,  1817. 

B.  Rttohat,  That  ths  Attorney  Oaneral  be  directed 

cauae  to  be  inatilated  in  the  conits  of  the  Unitsd 

ates,  tor  the  Slate  of  New  Torit,  such  proaeottiena 
_  uuf  lead  to  tba  coovletion  and  panlAment  of 
Ifaeea  pmassM  who  nay  have  bean  ttHtj  if  *ba  oimaa 
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BCamh,  18U. 


•f  paijnr;  H)d  mlMnsriwn  of  poijni?,  in  lai 


of  £b  Uni- 
of  Um   Slh  of 


tad  Stales,  aoder   the  afbraoid 
April,  1816,  and  Sd  March,  1817. 

TtN  report  wu  tud,  and  ordered  to  lie  od  the 
tMt. 

MEMORIAL  OF  TINCENTE  PAZOS,  &c. 

Tbe  Spukh  laid  before  the  Hoaie  the  memo- 
rial of  Viacente  Pazos,  TepreacDtin^  himself  aa 
the  "deputed  ageni  of  the  iDtboriiieB  aetins  in 
th«  Dime  of  the  Repablies  of  Veotzaela,  New 
Oreiiada,  and  Mexico,"  repreuniinx  the  views 
with  which  the  said  aothorities  took  possenion 
of,  Kod  occapied  Amelia  Island,  in  Bast  Florida, 
eomplaJDiog  of  the  inTestmenl  and  eapiDre  ihera- 
of,  br  the  arms  of  the  United  Btaies,  the  lota  of 
property  and  other  injuries  snstairied,  Id  cooae- 

Sionce  of  the  oceapation  of  the  island  br  the 
niled  States,  and  bis  application  to  the  Fresi- 
dent  of  the  United  Stales  for  redress  in  the 
premite*,  and  his  failure  to  obtain  it;  tod  vnj- 
invrellef  from  CongreM;  Which  bein^  read : 

llr.  FoasTTH  mored  that  the  petiuoD  be  not 
reeeiTcd.  He  slated  that  as  the  petitioner  was 
the  agent  of  a  foreign  Power,  and  applied  to 
Congress  as  an  appellate  power  orer  Ihe  Bxecu- 
tife,  he  thought  it  improper  that  be  should  be 
thus  beard. 

Mr.  CoLflToti  remarked  that  In  his  estimation 
the  petiiLOo  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed,  tb«t  the  members  might  know  its  cou- 
tent*  before  any  disposition  was  made  of  it.  At 
sll  eTeou,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  insist  on  the 
reading  the  petition  before  be  v«ied  upon 
qnestion  respecting  it. 

Mr.  JoHHBON,  of  Keotneky,  was  surprised  at 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Fobsttb,  and  contended  that 
this  Houie  was  bound  to  receire  any  petition 
couched  in  respectful  language,  whether  it  im- 
plicated the  Eiecutire  or  any  other  officer  of 
this  Oovemment. 

Mr.  Harbiboh  hoped  the  petition  would  be 
reeciTed,  and  meDtiooed  several  instancei  of  pe 
litioni  having  been  presented  to  Congreu  and  ic 
like  British  lloate  of  CommoDt  from  foreign 
Sgenia  and  Powers. 

Mr.  FoKSirra  replied  that  he  did  not  make  the 
■aatioa  in  order  to  screen  the  Executive,  but  bis 
objeadont  were  opoa  principle ;  be  ibooghl  it 
improper  for  Congress  to  interfere  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive department  in  ita  appropriate  intareoatse 
-with  foreign  Powers. 

Mr.  BoBiBTBOH,  of  Lonisisna,  contended  that 
the  House  were  bound  to  receive  and  read  the 
petition  at  levi,  in  order  to  know  whether  its 
subjects  did  or  did  not  come  properly  within  the 
cognizance  of  Congress.  He  supposed  that  it 
complained  of  losses  and  the  destruction  of  prop- 
erty, to  compensate  which  the  Inlerveotii 
Congress  was  essential. 

Mr.  Colston  called  for  the  Kading  of  the 
petition. 

[The  memorial  was  read  u  required.  It  pur- 
ports to  be  "  the  memorial  of  Vioeente  Pazoi,  of 
Pen,  deputed  agent  of  the  auifaoritiei  acting  in 


the  name  of  the 

New  Orenada,  and  Mexico,"  and  atatea  ibe  ■»- 
lives  of  these  representatives  in  givio^  aaikontj 
to  occupy  Amelia,  &c.,  and  the  manifold  Krier- 
aneei  of  loit  of  military  stores,  dbe.,  as  wellasoi' 
the  military  position  ;  complaining  alao  of  a  re- 
cent decision  of  the  admiralty  court  for  ibe  Ai- 
triet  of  Oeorgia,  in  the  case  of  a  prize  TeaMl, 
and  denying  the  crimes  of  imaggling  and  slai* 
dealing  imputed  to  the  occopaDia  of  that  ialaai 
The  memorial,  after  stating  that  the  iBCiBOriBt 
ist  has  addressed  iha  President  of  the  United 
States  on  this  aubject,  and  has  received  an  aa- 
■wer  not  satisfactory  thereto,  eonelndca  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  npesting'  these  manifold  fiisvancea  W  year 
honenble  Boose,  your  iiiiiiiiiiiislisl  liwhs  iiith  leiil 
d«nc«  fot  thai  dignifisd  and  sincere  eaMMSi  of  the 
great  repabUeaa  eaoM  in  whidi  Iboaa  ihmm  h»  re^ 


Mila- 


1  sndi  a  redrea 

compoit  willv  the  honor,  dignity,  and  jastica  oT 

the  GoTBmmo&t  of  the  United  States."^ 

Mr.  LowKDEB  slated  bis  rcadineaa  to  inqnm 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  bat  denied 
that  the  right  of  petition  belonged  to  any  bu 
citizens,  and  that  ii  we  received  the  petitions  of 
foreign  nations,  it  wonid  transfer  the  difilomatie 
functions  from  the  Executive  to  the  Legislatore. 
The  petition  referred  lo  correspondenoe  between 
the  agent  and  our  Eiecuiive,  and  Mr.  L.  objected 
to  such  a  mode  of  bringing  diplomatic  correa- 
pondence  before  this  House.  Mr.  L.  was  wil- 
ling to  inquire  into  this  or  any  other  stibjeet  of 
complaint ;  but  be  objected  to  such  a  course  ms 
the  present  which  every  member  had  the  meant 
'  bringing  fairly  before  the  House  in  a  proper 


Tdckeb,  of  Virgin] 
coincided  in  the  great     " 
'       '    >ti  hi) 


prit 


,  said,  that  while  he 

.  ,       cirio  on  which  Mr. 

LowitnEB  had  bat^  his  remarks,  he  waa  deairoat 
of  stating  why  be  was  disposed  to  vole  for  re- 
ceiving the  memorial,  until  he  shoald  receive 
ooma  further  infoimalioo  on  the  ssbjen.  He 
had  inquired  and  found  thai  a  moiioa  M  pemil 
the  memoriaJiat  to  withdraw  hi*  meBoriil,  it 
order  to  (pive  it  another  shape,  wooM  not  be  in 
order  until  it  had  been  first  received  by  the 
House.  Heagreedthoroughly wiihMr.Lowjrnaa, 
that  tbfi  House  never  should  eaieitaio  any  ap* 
peal  on  the  put  of  the  representative  of  any  fot- 
eigB  Oovemment ;  he  never  would  enlenain  soch 
tn  appeal  j  yet,  aa  he  conceived  from  the  readiag 
of  the  paper,  that  it  contained  an  applieaiioa  to 
this  House  in  relation  to  a  claim  of  property  oa 
the  |«rt  of  individuals,  be  preferred  receivi^ 
the  paper,  and  then  moving  to  permit  the  peli- 
tioDcr  to  withdraw  it,  in  order  to  give  it  a  shaye 
that  should  not  be  objecliooaUe.  It  appeared  l« 
him  that  the  persons  who  were  found  in  AmeJia 
Island,  were  at  th^t  lime  under  the  aovereiraty 
of  the  United  States,  and  entitled  to  prefer  lacir 

SLilion  here.  The  case  differed  from  that  mi 
Mr.  LowifDKOj  of  an  appeal  by  the  SpaaKh 
ioiiler  In  retaUon  to  as  exiiting  ncgotiaiioi. 
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rR. 


H«  wBt  s  knawn  a«d  uknowlnlged  HiiiMier. 
bia  •ppliemtion  would  be  od  a  public  conetra 
alon*.  Tha  preacDt  appllcatioB  had  a  doable 
aapect ;  someihiae  of  a  public  ehancter,  which 
he  ironld  icJMl'— tometaing  of  a  prirate  rigbt 
■nd  coiaplaiai,  to  wkiefa,  ir  separaied  from  iha 
other,  ha  woald  attend.  Mr.  T.  abo  anggesied, 
SB  B  diffieatif,  wbeiber  the  rajeclloo  would  not 
b«  attended  with  embarraMmeDt,  ai  it  would  ib' 
Tolre  ■  deeisJoD  on  tb«  qanlion  of  ibe  indeppod- 
nice  of  the  South  Ametiean  prariDcea. 

Mr.  BAasETT  aiked  whether  the  motion  of 
Mr.  FoBBTTB  was  in  order,  bclicrin;  that,  h> 
U>og  aa  be  bad  beea  a  member,  he  ud  nerer 
heard  of  *neh  a  molion. 

Tb«  SpBAKiB  beliered  the  m«tioB  might  be 
entertaiB«4,  thoagh  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  iMreecdent  for  it. 

idr.  PtTKiM,  in  referenea  to  the  petition,  uid 
h«  hnd  nerer  known  any  petitioner  to  eoma  b 
fore  thia  Honae  in  the  ea|NMilf  of  a  foreign  Mil 
later  or  ngent.  We  hare  had,  Mud  he,  daring 
Ibe  preaeDi  Heaion,  Menagei  from  the  Praiidenl, 
tranamiuing  the  eommnniealioa*  of  foreign  ac- 
credited ageniB,  on  differant  subjects,  and.  if  be 
hnd  thooght  it  proper  that  the  inbjeet  of  ini*  pe- 
tition ahonld  tw«e  come  before  the  Uoeae,  he 
woold  hate  sent  it  to  na;  nod  ibiil  ws  receive 
from  another  band  that  which  the  Pretideni  baa 
Dot  thought  proper  to  commonicate?  He  had 
offieiallr  informed  the  Honaeof  the  suppression 
of  the  Amelia  Island  eaiBbliibmeot,  but  no  one 
had  thotigbt  of  inititBting  an  inquiry  into  the 
Bxceuiive  conilnet  ia  that  basioos^and  shall  we 
novr,  said  he,  iBlbr  a  foreign  indiridoal  10  come 
forward  and  arraiga  before  the  House  the  eoa- 
dnct  of  the  Fresideotl  finch  a  conrae  would  be 
nnpreeedentcd  and  highly  improper.    Hid  Don 


to  impeaeb  the  President  for  ma leondnct,  let 
do  it  ourselves,  but  not  at  the  instance  of  this 
foreigner.  Thii,  ha  laid,  vat  rerening  the  order 
of  things  ;  instead  of  receiving  eomplsinis  from 
the  Bzecatire  of  the  coadact  of  foreign  ageala, 
we  nre  receiving  from  foreign  ngentaeomplainla, 
addrctaed  to  this  House,  againat  our  own  Ezee- 
ntive.  If  gentlemen  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
Baeentire  conduct  in  this  matter,  let  them  eall 
fw  information,  and  act  aceordingh,  hot  noti^a- 
eeed  ia  this  way,  at  the  iasianea  of  nn  unknown 
foreigner. 

Mr.  TaiHBLi,  of  Kentucky,  regretted  the  ob- 
Jecliona  to  this  petition.  He  bad  heard  that  jna- 
liee  was  blind,  hnt  had  never  seen  her  represented 
without  ears ;  and,  for  this  reaion.  that  she  may 
hear  the  complaints  of  all,  but  decide  without 
seeing  them.  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  underatand 
that,  by  hearing  this  petition,  the  House  was 
abooi  to  receive  an  appeal  against  the  President, 
or  to  imply  any  eenswe  on  him  by  so  doing;  on 
the  eontrary,  he  thonght  it  dne  lo  the  Presideai 
to  vindicate  his  eondnet,  if  the  pattiou  of  South 
America  charge  him  unjustly.  It  was  objected 
that  tbii  agent  could  not  be  received  on  an  equal 
footiag,  because  he  waa  not  aecreditad  by  our 


OovarnmeBi.  This  ineqnalilr  ef  bia  staadiag 
with  Ifaa  Bzeentive  branah,  was  a  good  reaaon, 
Hr.  T.  thought,  why  be  should  be  heard  in  thia 
House.  Hr.  T.  bad  not  the  remotest  iotentionof 
eentaring  the  Ezeentire  in  thia  faniiuessj  and  he 
wished  ii  lo  be  distinctly  understood  that,  in  re- 
lation to  its  iatercoarxe  wilb  foreign  Oovern- 
meata,  he  would  never  ptit  our  Oovernment  ia 
the  wrong,  aa  long  as  he  could  bonorabty  avoid 
it ;  bat  that  principle  should  not  restrain  him,  In 
any  caae,  from  serutinlxing  the  Bxecattre  eon- 
doel,  and  seeing  if  it  be  right  or  wrong.  H« 
thonght  this  conrae  was  dne  to  onr  neetral  obli- 

EtiOBs  to  Bptio,  OB  one  side,  and  to'  the  Sonih 
nericanpatriouon  theothersand  it  was  proper 
to  inifuire  into  the  fact,  whether  the  seixara  dt 
Amelia  lalaad  was  compatible  with  thia  neutral- 
ity. To  reject  this  petition,  Mr.  T.  contended, 
would  hold  out  to  the  South  American  Qov«r»- 
ments  an  inqiropcr  rule  of  action;  the  taasoni 
would  not  be  known  to  them,  and  it  would  give 
tbem  erroneooi  ideas  of  our  motives  of  proceed- 
ing in  thia  matter.  Aa  to  ibe  cbaraotcr  of  the 
agent,  Mr.  T.  woold  nut  inquire  into  it— it  waa 
snfficieai  that  he  presented  himself  here  in  the 
eapaeity  that  he  did ;  and  bis  not  being  accred- 
ited, Mr.  T.  repeated,  1  ... 
him  in  this  Honae. 


a  a  reaaon  for  heariuf 


Hr.  PotRBixraa.  of  Himissippi,  deehired  biU' 
self  aa  friendly  to  the  eaaee  of  the  patriots  aa  any 
man  in  the  Honae;  hut,  notwithstanding  this 
feeling,  be  iwitified  the  EKeeutive  in  annpreasiag 
the  ettabliahmeau  of  Amelia  Island  and  Oalvea- 
Nu  a  veaiel  had  arrived  from  New  Orleasa, 
?.  said,  whetlwr  American  or  Bpanish,  whieh 
lot  dread  those  pirates.  [The  SrnAKn  re- 
minded Mr.  P.  that  his  remarks  were  taking  too 
wide  a  aeope  m  be  in  order.]  Hr.  P.  said  beeon- 
•idered  the  eonduct  of  the  President  to  be  aapersM 
by  the  paper  en  the  table,  and,  whenever  Ibeaab- 
jeet  should  be  called  np,  he  would  vindieate  that 
eondnet,  and  show  that  the  eatablisbmeau  put 
down  by  the  Bxeentiva,  instead  of  being  eoa- 
nected  with  the  patriots,  and  the  real  patriot 


ealablisbments  of  piratea  and  robber*, 
nongh 
iibout  meodliBg 


As  to  the  petition,  Hr.  P.  sail 


id  it^ 


ighfer 


tber  this  self-clylad  agent  was  really  a< 
bad  such  a  petition  beea  preaauied  by  an  Ameri- 
can citizen  ne  would  not  receive  it,  unlessaeeoiB- 
panied  by  n  motion  to  impeaob  ibe  President.  If 
gentlemen  wish  thnt,  1st  them,  said  Hr.  P.,  eome 
forward  optnly,  and  not  eloak  the  deaign  under  a 
memorial  from  a  Venexaela  agent;  nor  reeeive 
from  that  ^eut  a  philippic,  whose  only  objeet 
could  be  to  iocnlpate  the  conduct  of  the  Praai- 
dear.  Hr,  P,  asked  if  the  House  conld  take  oa 
Itself  indiaiai  powera,  and  go  iate  an  iaveatiga- 
liou  01  Uie  rigfali  of  property  ia  Amelia  Uaadi 
""  is  inquiry,  be  said,  belonged  to  the  Judicial 
lartmeat,  and  the  Honae  eonU  oM  take  it  n^ 
jess  as  the  ground  of  a  motion  lo  impeach  tha 
President.  This  waa  one-  of  the  moat  impttdeai 
appiicaiiona,  Blr.  P.  aiiil,  that  w»  ever  matft  co 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


1306 


HISTOBT  OF  CONORESa. 


126« 


[.orB 


Afanonal  ^  ratcMtffl  PowM^  4«. 


aay  branch  of  ihiaQoTcinioeDt;  knd,  hulitbMB 
nua  by  ■  regnUr  acQicditcd  MiDiater,  Mr.  P.  ds- 
elued  he  would  bare  roted  to  Mod  hitn  ovt  of 
the  eooDtrf.  What,  he  asked,  had  been  Ibe  eon- 
dnct  of  Don  Oni*  1  He  had  preunled  hlauelf  to 
the  ution  nader  ut  aD0D;iiuH»  ngaettire,  on  ihe 
Boodoct  or  the  BxcoDiive  in  uking  potwnion  of 
Ftoridn,  «a  far  as  the  PerdidtL  but  he  bad  never 
thooght  of  presenting  himself  before  ibis  Hoase 
for  Kik  InvestigatioD  into  that  nuwnrej  he  had 
appealed  lo  t£e  nation  in  a  pamphlet,  bat  his 
pamphlet  bad  been  totally  disregarded.  Mr.  P. 
mferred  to  the  ease  of  Hr.  JackMs,  the  Eaglisb 
Uinisler,  wiLo  had  been  dismissed  by  the  Bxeeu- 
tite  for  dineapeeifal  langnege,  which  step  had 
bKD  af^troTed  bf  the  nation ;  and  aiked  ir,  after 
that,  this  House  would  receive  respectfalij  an  ira- 
ptideBt  pbilippJe  agsinsl  the  President  from  en 
lUMMrediteQiareigDagent?  Suebaeourae would 
be  degrading  to  the  Houm,  as  well  as  to  the  Bx- 
ceMive.  In  reply  (o  Mr.  Tooua,  Ur.  P.  mid, 
tkia  pciiiioa  mi^hl  he  rejected  aa  the  showing  of 
ths  pMitioBor  lumMlf,  beeaiue  h«  eame  forward 
ae  a  foreign  agent ;  and  from  ancli  a  aourea  a  pe- 
tition jcawd  not  be  reecived.  The  House  eoold 
JOM  as  well,  Hr.  P.  said,  lake  an  cMcy  from  a 
pStlitan  newspaper,  end  refer  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relaliona,  as  to  refer  the  paper 
iww  preaealad,  and  one,  too,  so  abhocreM  ' 
feelingx  and  dignity  of  the  Hoase. 

Ur.  PiXDUJ.  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
MnToosBB.  If  the  petiiion  was  received,  Mr. 
P.  Mid,  it  necaeaarily  admitted  thai  the  towbera 
mmUies  were  not  sovereign ;  if  this  wm*  admit- 
tad,  then  these  people  were  pirates,  and  the  Honse 
n^ht  next  receive  an  apjilieation  from  them  to 
change  the  laws  against  piracv.  As  to  the  pan- 
pUet  of  DoD  Oois,  which  had  been  referred  to, 
M  bad  read  it,  and  was  willing  to  treat  this  peii- 
lidB  aa  be  bad  treated  (hat — to  lake  nofnrther  ao- 
Ueeofit. 

Mr.  UiiXB,  of  Massac hneetis,  said,  the  right  of 
petition  was  a  aaored  one,  and  belonged  equally 
!•  the  nMoesl  and  the  i^iett  ciiiien  in  the  na- 
lirat  and  if  such  a  petition  aa  ibis,  imptknting 
the  eondoet  of  the  Bxeeative,  had  been  presented 
fiom  the  meanest  eitixen,  he  would  reoeive  it, 
and  if  ii  eemplaioed  of  grievances,  witbont  point- 
IwOMt  the  redress,  iiwoald  be  the  duty  of  the 
I&ttse  to  fire  the  proper  redress ;  bat  it  was  to 
our  owa  eiiiseni  only,  Mr.  U.said,  he  would  lani 
(hta  listening  ear.  What  right  had  a  foreign 
subject  to  peiiiion  (hisHonse  ?  No  matter  whe- 
ther a  pririte  mao.  or  the  agent  of  ■  foreign 
QovernniDt,  reeogaitcd  or  not  reeogaiied,  be 
bad  DO  right  to  lay  his  grievsDeen  before  this 
House.  If  this  be  iKrmiued,  then,  said  Mr.  M., 
we  may  receive  petitions  from  the  soaring  peo- 
pfeof  Iielud,  or  the  people  of  any  other  coan- 
iry,  to  exerciw  oar  power  for  their  relief,  to  Ibis 
Qoversment,  Mr.  M.  uiid,  the  powei4  had  been 
distinctly  disiribated,  and  there  wai  a  proper 
channel  designated,  ihrott^b  which  foreign  agents 
were  required  lo  make  theit  commDnications; 
that  channel  was  the  Eseentive,  and  the  Execu- 
tive eonld -as  well  intetfere  in  the  Legislative  do- 


Eirtment  aa  thU-  Hoosc  coald  iatefpoae  ia  the 
xceative  dalles.  This  agent  said  be  Iwd  apfUti 
o  the  Execative  wftbont  receiving  ntiafaction-, 
luppoae  he  had,  and  suppose,  sua  Mr.  H.,  the 
President  had  treated  him  improperly;  admit  ail 
this  lo  be  troe,  shall  we  be  (old  of  it  bf  this  for- 
eign agent?  Shall  we  listen  to  his  eoniplainli, 
and  permit  hin  to  call  on  ns  to  pnniah  the  Pica- 


ity  of  this  agent  to  ask  an  investigatioei  into  the 
rigba  of  [Hopcriy  at  Amelia  bland,  ha  did  not 
'  ipeai,  Mr.  M.  said,  lo  be  an  agent  on  tfce  part 
__  the  pcrsoos  lately  holding  possession  of  tbu 
island,  nor  had  he  offered  any  evidence  iltnt  be 
was  their  agent. 

M  r.  Ball,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  President  might 
have  acted  correctly  in  this  afiair,  or  ha  ntight 
u  not  the  question.  The  oneMion 
was,  whether  the  Hotise  would  receive  this  p«ti- 
lionj  and  thus  east  an  indirect  ceasare  oa  hia  foe 
his  coadoet  If  the  Executive  had  acted  wrong-, 
no  one,  Mr.  B.  said,  would  sooner  call  fat  u  in* 
qairy  than  himself;  but  shall  we,  satd  he,  be  ia- 
silgated  by  this  foreigner  to  go  into  an  invcatigk* 
[ion  of  the  Executive  condnetl  The  petitioner 
styled  himself  a  foreign  agent,  and  that  wai  a 
soflleicBt  rcaaon  for  not  receiving  it.  The  u«ni 
did  not  appeu  lo  be  acting  on  the  part  of  wdl- 
viduals,  as  there  were  do  names  signed  to  the  me- 
morial. He  claimed  to  be  the  agent  of  a  foreign 
Oovernment;  he  had  applied  to  the  Execodv^ 
DOW  to  this  House,  and  ha  might  perhaps  naxt 
ai^eal  to  the  people^  This,  Mr.  B.  said,  had  oaea 
been  done,  but  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  now 
tolerated. 

Mr.  JoHHBOB,  of  Kentucky,  abeervad,  that  it 
was  not  his  parpose  either  to  vindicate  or  afauso 
the  people  who  had  been  mentioned ;  nor  sho^d 
he  reject  the  petition  becanse  it  was  likened  ton 
partisan  nevnpaper  pablicBlion.  Neither  woold 
he  oppose  )\.  from  a  fear  that  it  mi^t  be  eoniid- 
ered  as  an  act  of  opposition  to  ihpPresidaBt ;  the 
ehameter  of  that  veneraUe  and  reapeeted  eititen 
was  not  implicated  in  this  mailer,  and  the  frel- 
ingi  entertained  towards  the  President  were  not, 
therefore,  involved  in  this  question,  thongb  he 
was  glad  to  find  that  it  had  brongfal  focmrd  ■ 
vindication  of  the  Bxeentiva  condnei  in  tbe  cain 
alluded  to.  Whenever  that  conduct  shoBld  h» 
brought  before  the  House  in  a  proper  manner. 
Mr,  J.  said,  he  aboold  enter  into  the  iuqairy  witb^ 
oat  regard  to  any  coDsideratiooa  hot  tkoao  of 
Iruih  and  justice.  Tbe  pTOeni  petiiion,  Mr.  J. 
said,  waa  a  claim  for  property  alleged  to  be  «>• 

Bally  seized  by  the  troopa  of  the  UbimI  Staler 
ow  was  this  a  philippic  against  the  Presidenti 
He  eared  not  whether  such  an  applicatiaD  came 
from  Old  Spaia  or  New  Spain,  from  patriots  or 
others ;  sach  a  petiiion  was  entitled  to  attentioa. 
If  this  application  bad  been  made  to  the  Hoiiae 
before  it  bad  gone  to  the  President,  Mr.  J.  Mid 
ha  should  have  voted  against  it,  as  it  might  then 
have  appeared  disrespectful  lo  the  Executive.  In 
this  caie  be  took  the  broad  ground  that,  if  tbe 
not  given  up,  we  ought  to  pay  fir 
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MmorM  qf  Fimemit  Posm,^. 


H.wB. 


it,  whathcc  tk«  pMyl*  fran  wtoB  it  h  likm  be 
pABiou  or  DM.  He  did  not  eodtcat  the  rigkt  at 
tiM  BzMniT#  to  MpptoM  tbooe  MUUbltBiciin  i 
the  piiMBt  wma  ■  coatcK  »bnt  ptopertf,  mod 
how  eovld  lh«  PrCMdeit  p»  for  it  witlwat  Ikr 
inierforeBce  of  CongTMit  In  ibe  cem  of  Boui- 
marcbaia  it  wta  ibooyht  jmtpcr  to  Mad  «  moe- 
Mfe,  iMommBiiding  ii  to  tat  eaBtideration  of 
CoBfTOH,  and  thie  after  MTenl  of  ihe  8t«Nta- 
rice  and  ether  offieort  of  the  Ghnrennwnl  had 
deelartd  that  the  chin  wu  onfouded;  iMt  ia 
thia  caM,  vkare  pr^Mrty  it  held  bf  the  troop*  of 
the  UoiiM  Stau*,  aad  a  peiaoti  cornea  ibrwaid 
for  redrcat,  it  ia  ealted  a  philippic  agaiiui  the 
Prcaidentl  lottead  of  viewiag  it  ia  thiali|4it, 
Uf.  J.  said,  he  acted  in  ihii  iiMlier  oa  the  pria- 
eiple  o(  frieadahip  to  the  Piceideat.  Ho  daied 
that  ihera  wai  any  noiiBd  to  mjt  that  thi*  Mi- 
lion  waaa  tinaeoflaleehoodi;  all  petiiioD*M>re 
prima  facie  erideaee  of  beiu  tmc  aniil  inq 
•bonld  prore  them  to  be  otntrwtw.  Tbii  baa 
Bot  ret  been  ioreitiyaied,  aad  oofhl  l«  be  coo- 
sideted  as  tone  DDiii  It  wBi.  Mr,  J.  nid  he  iboald 
be  gUd  to  Me  any  dtl^enee  pointed  out  bedreea 
thie  paiiiioa  and  the  claim  of  BeaamarebaiL  the 
patitioa  of  the  Inah  emigraati,  or  that  of  the 
Swiw  amipaati,  none  of  whom  had  eren  pre- 
teaded  that  ve  had  injarcd  ibem,  or  bad  their 


aeitr  to  ear 
utn  thepn 
part,  he  vitbed  t 


__  , WhyihiB  feveriih 

preeeDl  caa^  Mr.  J.  aeked.  Forbii 


Ml  HID  in^iBiii  v—j  «ai*  #•  ■ 

vitbed  the  Preeidcnt  bad 


leiTiiw  lltia  petitioa  inTolved  ao  hoetiliir  I 
t  condaei  of  ibe  Bxeeniire  in  that  meaute. 


reeeiTii 
the  coni 

depfeeat 

dtuawioa  had  been  marked,  and  eaUed  tbe  atteif 
tian  of  the  Boom  to  the  tmcqwMioa;  which 


wae,  aimply,  wbolbet  thia  remoaaliaDcefrom  the 

Sent  of  eertaJB  foreini  antboriiie*  ahoold  or 
Dttld  not  be  receired.  This,  be  aaid,  wai  a 
qneailon  which  had  ootbjng  to  do  with  inipeacb- 
ing  the  Ptceideat,  or  with  piraef  *■>  '^*  bigbMai. 
He  koM*  nothiag  nt  the  persona  wboee  agent  the 
petiiionar  was ;  aa  far  as  be  had  beard  aafihing 
of  them  be  reapteted  their  eheraetara.  Bot  they 
ware  alaied  to  be  agent*  of  agoTcrnmeat  yet 
nnaekaowledged  bjr  tae  United  State*;  and,  na- 
der  soeh  eiraamataiKe*,  faa  did  aot  think  this 
Hooae  ought  to Hcogaiaetbein.  Astotbiabeia^ 
a  qQeatiOB  of  property,  ba  aaid  be  did  not  view  it 
la  that  light  t  bat  coaceiecd  thai  property  had 
been  introdneod  into  the  anmoriat  ooly  to  gir*  a 
eolor  to  the  other  objeela  it  had  ia  view.  Tbi* 
whole  bnuneas  was  one,  be  tboa^t,  whieb  it  wa* 
for  Ibe  ezceniive  pari  of  tbe  Oovernment  alone 
to  act  oa.  The  £lonse  of.  Bepieaentativea  bare 
~  t  been  in  the  habit  of  reeciTi'  "  ' 
a  or  ambaaaadora,  aaid  Mr. 

undertake  thia  buancaa,  let  oa  * 

of  the  agnt,  and  lueertain  whether  be  be  daly 
aotbortzcd  or  not ;  whether  h*  be  what  be  auucs 
hiouelf  (0  be.  Wiihooi  *Beb  a  preliminary,  any 
proeeediag  of  tbe  Hoaa*  would  be  illaaory.  The 
previoDa  qneation  naat  be,  the  reet^oition  of  the 
tadependcDce  of  the  goverameoia  whom  be  rep- 
Kacnts}  Hiil  that  was  decided  all  other  propoai. 


liens  moat  be  braiga  to  the  sahi^t.  Aa  to  thia 
qaeatioa  of  prapcny,  which  was  said  to  be  e»- 
braead  in  tbe  memorial,  how  leu,  Hr.  B.  aekad, 
had  the  GoTcmmeot  of  the  Untied  Btaiea  beea 
eadcaroriag,  bj  raclamatiaa,  lo  gat  frm 


ipain  prc^rij  eap- 


OoTeTomenisei  Fiance  and  ■  , 

tared  by  their  oalioaal  veaaela  from  o  _  _ 
Bat  bad  our  appUeatioaa  aot  atwaya  been  ad- 
draased  to  the  execntive  aaiborilies  of  thoee  im- 
tioa*7  Had  thia  Hoase  a  right,  be  askMl,  to  re- 
ceive an  agent  fram  tfaeae  new  gorerameate,  or 
fromaay  goreraiaeai?    Tbe  Coastilotioa  nad 

Eirea  thialaaiacsa  to  the  Exeentire— tbi*  Hotne 
■d  Bothiag  lo  do  with  it ;  and  be  did  aot  wiak 
to  tacoarage  appeal*^  either  to  tbe  people  or  to 
thia  Hotia«^  from  the  EzeentiTe  by  any  foMiga 
agemL  The  Conatilation  has  aaaigned  to  each 
depamneat  of  the  Oovernment  it*  partieolat  da- 
tica ;  and,  for  hia  part,  be  would  not  for  a  mo- 
aMBl  liatea  to  a  memorial  which  was  ia  the  na- 
ture of  aa  appeal  from  one  breach  of  the  Oorai*- 
oaeni  to  Ibe  oiber.  Ia  tbe  mean  time,  however, 
he  woald  treat  this  laamorial  with  all  doe  reapeil, 
and  weald  not  eertaialy  bmtow  on  It  haieh 
names.  Tbe  beat  way  would  be  to  anfier  it  to  be 
withdrawn.  Bat  to  this  eoorae  it  bad  beea  ob- 
jected, that  thia  foreign  OoTcmmenl  woold  not 
know  wiky  tbe  mcmenal  was  not  roeeivcd.  Tbe 
very  faee  of  it,  he  aaid,  woold  sufieiently  show 
why  it  was  not  receired.  noi  eren  aafleaed  to  lia 
oa  the  table,  beeaaae  to  lay  it  on  the  table  amald 
uaplr  that  the  aabjeet  was  one  wbiah  might  ba 
aciea  on  at  a  foiare  tiaae.  Bvery  goveramaat 
mast  kaow  that  it  ia  the  Preddeni  who  i*  to  aa* 
eeire  all  eommanieaiioaa  from  foreign  govcn^ 
menta,  aad  that  the  Legtslatare  ba*  aa  ooaaen 
with  them.  Thia,  Ur.  B.  repealed,  wa*  aot- to 
be  regarded  asamamorial  repeating  piapeiiyi 
the  truth  waa,  aad  it  wa*  no  ute  lo  conceal  u, 
that  tbla  agent  wished  to  have  (he  aathoritiai 
whom  he  repreaeotcd  raeogaiaad  aa  a  aoverein 
Slate.  Tbi*  waa  iba  mala  object  of  the  mul- 
eatioa,  nod  it  waa  proper  it  ahoald  be  aaderaleod.  . 
When  that  qnaatioa  waa  properly  pteaeatcd,  Hr. 
R.  aaid  he  ud  no  objectioD  to  act  on  it— bat  aot 
in  thi*  wa^.  He  coocloded  by  aayiag  he  hoped 
meautrial  wonld  nM  be  received. 
ir.  Bvaoraaa  rose  lo  inqatre  whether  a  ma- 
lion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  laUe  woiUd  be 
in  order.  He  conaideted  thi*  na  iatportant  qae^ 
,  iurolvij^  great  dificolty  t  aad,  not  hiring 
mueh  of  a  poliliciaa,  he  waa  averaa  ce  aetiag 
haatily  oa  iL    If  this  waa  to  be  regarded  aa  a 

Ctilion  ef  aa  individaal  forproparty,  it  ought  to 
received ;  but  how  far  tbis  Honac  bad  a  right 
to  listen  to  an  appeal  from  a  foreipi  agent,  be 
was  not  prepared  to  aay.  If  tbe  question  tamed 
on  tbia  point,  it  was  oae  of  the  fiat  maffnltodc, 
aad  required  the  moat  matnre  reflection  and  the 
most  aevere  iaveaiigation.  After  intiaaatiug  that 
be  bad  not  been  ia  the  Hooia  when  the  petition 
waa  read,  Mr.  B.  aaid,  if  it  wa*  fram  indiridoals 
whose  property  bad  beea  seised  by  the  foreaacf 
the  United  Statea,  at  Amelia  Island,  they  wan, 
having  beea  deprived  of  the  pioteoiion  of  Ihaii 
own  Uoveranunt,  amphaiteally  entitled  to  the 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


1269 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRIBSa 


Mmorial  ^  niieente  Posm,  fc 


Mjlscb,  IS18. 


prUeetioB  of  tiiat  OoreramMt  wbiek  had  ob- 
tradcd  on  the  miiMgmneiil  or  their  lAirs,  and 
Mkcfl  posacMJoD  of  w\wi  propcnj.  tf  thi*  pcti* 
doQ  were  eooiidered  aa  ifaai  di  an  individaal, 
eJMrfing  oar  Oovcrnment  with  oppmaioD,  he 
wu  dUpoaed  to  give  it  coaDtenaDce ;  for  there 
wa*  no  other  Ooreroment  to  whom  application 
mnid  be  made  for  n  redren  of  such  a  grleranee. 
Uaaeh  a  tnem<mal  were  not  accepted  here,  there 
wa*  no  tribnaal  on  ibia  aide  the  grave  to  which 
■n  appeal  conld  be  made.  Thii  waa  a  strong 
leaaon,  Hr.  S.  laid,  to  indnee  him  to  vote  lo  iaf 
tkfi  memorial  on  the  table.  If,  however,  the 
Bcmorial  waa  considered  aa  emanating  from  a 
person  awumiBg  the  character  of  an  agent  from 
a  foreign  GoverBmeni,  he  mw  deeidedlr  opposed 
to  reeeiviiig  or  eoniiderine  it ;  beeatise  the  Con- 
■tiintion  had  provided  a  deparimeat  antborized 
to  accept  or  reject  all  applications  of  that  descr ip- 
Uon,  and  it  did  not  beoomc  the  House,  bf  Irans- 
gMHingihebooodsof  iisConstiintionalaDihorilf, 
to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  thow  iDbabitants 
ofNorih  Ameriea  more  dear  to  ns  than  the  mixed 
wopalation  of  Bonth  Atneriea.  If  it  were  proper 
for  this  Hoase  lo  interfere  at  ell,  either  in  reci^- 
aiainy  the  independence  of  the  Sonth  American 
novincetfOr  in  proteeting  them  from  the  sets  of 
tho  Bxeentive,  Mr.  8.  said  be  shonld  not  hesitate 
to  do  so  from  deferenea  to  anf  oiber  an^horitf  ; 
MO  inflneoee  which  conld  be  employed,  abonld 
mm  him  aaide  from  the  path  of  dnir  preacribed 
t^  the  CoBsiitntiou  of  the  land,  and  by  his  own 
oonieieBsc— at  the  same  time  be  was  inelJDed  to 
treat  with  respect  every  department  of  the  Gov- 
•mneoL  On  this  matter,  said  he.  let  ns  act  dis- 
pMHonately.  In  this  eonntry,  where  liberty  is 
ao'denrly  cherished,  that  the  very  sooud  of  the 
word  cornea  borne  to  every  bosom,  we  are  bonod 
to  pccsnme  that  the  Exeeaiive  organ  leans  with 
■  BBlwal  partiality  to  a  came  to  which  is  attached 
the  idea  of  liberty,  of  a  itruffgle  for  the  right  of 
aei^vemmeut.  Bat.Hr.  B.  said,  he  should  nnt 
al  this  lime  commit  nimself,  in  relation  to  the 
pairiobi,  to  Old  Spain,  or  to  the  Exeevtire  of  his 
own  Qovernment — it  was  lime  enough  when  the 
qoestioB  presented  iiaelf.  But.  he  said,  his  friend 
noan  Keoiocky  (Hr.  Jobnbon,)  whose  sentiments 
ha  always  respeeled,  whose  ooUe  animalion  ia 
the  ckDse  of  liberty  and  hamanity  simek  him 
with  admiration,  had,  he  tboagbt,  improperly  re- 
foned  (o  the  coadDcl  of  the  Executive  of  Ibe 
Oaitad  Butea,  as  said  to  be  involved  in  this  in- 
quiey.  Ur.  8.  denied  the  application  of  ibis  sog- 
gcsnon.  If  aoeh  were  the  fact,  and  whenevn 
aaefa  y  qnestion  was  presented  lo  hJm,  be  would 
■ot,  by  ihe  rejection  of  the  memorial,  screen  any 
functionary  from  eeniurc ;  no  respect  for  individ- 
ual  ebaracler  shonld  stand  in  the  way  of  his  punuil 
of  correct  prineiples,  Hr.  8.  wished  for  time  to 
oxamiae  the  subject,  and  the  powers  of  this  House, 
He  wished  lo  examine  whether  the  Honse  were 
BOt  darling  madly  from  ila  sphere  on  this  occasion, 
«ndor  the  influenea  of  feelings  excited  by  a  cause 
whieh  was,  he  acknowledged,  entitled  to  atten- 
tion. If  the  petition  were  Irom  an  indiridnat  for 
nlief  from  injnstiee  snficred  ander  an  act  of  our 


Goremmenl,  which  some  had  so  mveh  r^nh^ 
ted,  (justly  or  not  he  would  not  now  say,)ht 
would  admin  islet  relief,  beeausethis  was  the  only 
body  to  whom  applicarion  conld  be  aoa^e  for  il. 
Bat  if  it  were  a  memorial  from  a  profesaed  agent 
of  a  foreign  QovarDment,  it  was  a  delieals  inqaiiy 
bow  far,l>y  receiving  il,  Ihe  Hoibe  wonld  oTe^ 
Hep  its  duty,  violate  treaties  existing  with  other 
Qovemmenis,  or  commit  the  peace  ofoar  own; 
it  was  an  inqnity  lo  be  proceeded  in  with  dcli^ 
eration,  with  a  slow  bnt  certain  stepw  He  bed 
heard  something  insinuated  about  aome  iaflneaec 
bearing  on  this  question— it  was  the  idle  wind 
whieh  passed  him  bv,  and  he  beeded  it  not;  it 
was  a  thing  mnch  talked  of,  but  not  felt— aapectre 
exhibited  to  alarm  the  House,  bnt  existing  only 
in  the  imagination  of  those  who  called  it  forth. 
Vft  may  declaim  on  other  topics,  aaid  he ;  bnt, 
real  assured,  the  step  yon  are  asked  now  to  take 
may  hazard  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  oai  eovn- 
try,  so  roach  loved.  Rely  on  it,  said  be,  there  is 
a  germ  in  this  proceeding  which,  if  fostered,  will 
spring  np  like  the  upas  tree,  and  poiaon  all  around 
it.  As  an  inhabitant  of  Amelia  Island,  if  the  pe- 
titioner asked  indemnifientioB  for  Iom  sostained 
by  oar  act.  Mr.  B.  said  be  felt  towards  him  a 
paternal  solicitude,  and  desired  to  aeejnstieedone 
bim.  On  the  other  hand,  as  a  remonstrance  from 
a  foreign  Qovernment  lo  this  House,  against  the 
conduct  of  the  Bxeentive,  he  regarded  the  qnea- 
lion  of  receiving  the  petition  with  aa  awful  in- 
terest, and  desired  time  to  consider  ii.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  BrxAKnn  having  decided  ibis  motion  not 
to  be  in  order,  pending  the  pTelimiBar|  qoeatiOD 
on  the  motion  for  refusing  the  reception  of  th« 
memorial ; 

Mr.  BAaanrr  moved  to  lay  that  preliminary 
question  on  the  lable ;  which  motion  having  beea 
rceeived  by  the  Chair — 

Hr.  RoBBiTaOM,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that  he  wa* 
prepared  to  aot  on  the  memorial  at  once.  He 
ihooght  that  it  onght  to  be  received,  and  to  pnr- 
sue  the  course  of  other  memorials,  Uany  topics 
had  been  introduced  on  this  occasion,  he  mid, 
that  had  no  reblion  to  this  question,  which  in- 
volved no  implication  of  the  Bxeentive.  The 
true  question  oe  look  to  be,  whether  there  was 
matter  contained  in  the  memorial,  on  whieh  the 
House  conld  aet  in  its  Coastitntional  sphere.— 
whether  it  presented  an  application  respecting 
properly,  whieh,  after  the  usual  inveetigniicm,  this 
Hoase  might  conntenaBce  or  reject.  What  are 
Ihe  facul  The  United  Btates  had  taken  pneses 
sion  of  Amelia  Island.  In  respect  to  Galvcstoo, 
in  regard  to  whieh  something  had  been  said,  he 
took  occasion  to  state,  ibat  poihing  had  been  done 
by  the  Oovernroent  io  regard  to  that  pMition, 
Suppose  the  Qovernmenl  to  have  been  right  ia 
occupying  Amelia  Island,  tbey  bad  not  gone  so 
far  as  lo  denouoee  as  pirates  ibose  whom  they 
dispossessed,  but  had  considered  tbem  as  anan- 
iborized  individuals;  for,  if  they  had  been  regard- 
ed as  pirates,  the  Oovernment  wonld  aot  haTo 
given  np  to  them  their  vessels  to  poraa*  their 
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pimiiwl  eooTM  on  the  omu,  bat  mnU  lum 
Heated  tbaiB  u  Neb.  Bat,  Mr.  R.  Mid,  tb«  Oor- 
■tamaKt  bad  not  eoDaidtrwl  ihrm  at  piratw. 
WbeD  ibe  OovnaiBCBi  of  ih«  Uaited  State*  took 
poaitwioa  o{  Amdm  lalaod,  it  wu  in  jmneniMi 
of  Aarjr,  Oual,  Pam,  wd  oiben.  Tho  oeen- 
MoU  bad  foraed  a  foverameat,  aad  elaeted  a 
Wifiature  and  otber  offieen,  of  whom  ibe  iodi- 
TJonal  prMtmiog  ibii  pcittioa  waa  one.  With 
another  of  them,  (M.  Onal.)  Mr.  R.  Mid  that  he 
wan  aeqoaiaied ;  and  a  more  hooomblc  maa  ha 
aerer  had  known,  from  what  he  mw  of  him  dar- 
ing bit  midenee  aooie  time  aco  in  ihb  eitjr. 
Tbe  decorum  of  hii  eoadaei  in  Ibe  beat  Mwieties 
had  proenred  him  aairenal  reepeeL  That  gen- 
tleman, be  beliered,  did  not  merit  ibe  appellation 
of  pmtt«.  He  wu  a  gentleman  of  edncatioo,  of 
good  familr,  wboee  rcepcelable  father  died  ia  the 
ufTiee  of  bu  eoanirf,  and  hi*  eon  earn*  to  tkii 
soootrf  to  endeavoi  to  obtain  aid  in  tbe  Mme 
great  caiue  of  liberlf.  Fiodiog  that  be  wae  aoi 
ukoowledged  a*  an  egcat;  be  had  joined  with 
other*  in  the  lakiog  pomtieion  of  Amelia  bland, 
with  a  belter  Tiew  than  that  of  pirating  on  tbe 
commerce  of  the  United  Statee,  or  of  ■moggling. 
A  rerf  little  attaotioo,  Mr.  R.  tboogbt,  would 
•baw  that  that  poiition  promiMd  banefila  to  the 
patriot  eaaee  of  the  Sontb,  bf  afibrding  a  naval 
depot,  Ax^  which  no  other  coold  have  afibrded, 
and  that  it  waa  not  proper  to  apply  tbe  term 
ptratM  CO  ihoae  who  captured  it.  Bat  the  Eieo- 
aiive  of  the  Uaited  Sutea  hed  ooaceivcd  that 
poaacauDD  of  that  lalaod  bj  titAe  authoritie*  waa 
incomimtlble  with  oar  righla,  aod  led  to  a  viola- 
lioa  of  oar  law*  with  rcapect  to  the  iatrodaeiion 
of  alaves  ;  though  it  ought  to  be  teoolleeted  ibat 
tbejr  nerar  bad  beeo  engaged  in  tbe  alare  trade — 
the  Bpaniarda  and  PoriugaeM  atone  having  been 
engaged  ia  that  nefariooa  trafic  Bni,  the  Gov- 
erameat  having  taken  poaeenioB  of  that  itland, 
and  of  tbe  propcrtf  of  tbeae  individual^  what 
meana  of  redtcai  waa  left  for  them  7  Coald  ibejr 
gointoaeonrtof  Jualiee?  Had  the  Qoveromeat 
of  the  Uaited  State*  eatabliihed  a  goveiameai  in 
Amelia  1  In  what  litnation  were  tbe  people  of 
that  eoantrr?  Were  they  in  poeaemioa  of  the 
right*  of  Americas  ciiiieai,  or  were  tber  aabject 
to  oiilitary  goveramenti  If  ao,  in  what  way 
were  qaeitioaa  of  property  lo  be  tried  there ;  or 
bow  oiberwiae  adjodiaaled  than  bv  aathoriiy  of 
anaetofCongre**?  Tbeindividoole  who  formed 
tbe  eoterptiaa  againat  Amelia  lalmod,  Mr.  R. 
added,  were  not  pmies:  iliey  were  authorized,  aa 
during  our  Revolatioa  our  agenla  ia  France  and 
elaewnere  were  aathorizad,  to  grant  commiiaion* 
to  priraieei* — the  OovernmeRU  they  re|>Teaented 
having, 'like  oora  at  ibat  lime,  deeleied  indepen- 
deiKe.  Owing  debt*  ia  ibi*  couotrv,  and  de- 
prived by  the  act  of  oar  Qoveroroeat  of  ibe  meana 
of  paying  them,  they  had  aabmitted  thia  poiat  to 
CoDgfeaa.  Could  not  Googret*  take  into  coiuid- 
eraiion  the  propriety  of  appropriating  to  iheir  uae 
that  property  which  our  Qovernment  had  wreat- 
cd  from  them  1  Tbia,  Mr.  R.  mid,  wa*  Ibe  qaea- 
lioa.  Whether  the  individual  petitioning  ahonld 
or  eboold  not  be  recogniaed  a*  aa  igeat  of  tbeae 


aniboiitiee,waaa^eation  aoinowtobe  decided, 
but  aflet  the  peiition  ibouU  be  received  aod  eoo- 
■idercd. 

Mr.  CoLaroK  rose  merely  to  obviate  aa  im- 
premion  which  might  have  been  made  by  ike 
coarM  be  had  already  taken  in  tbia  ditcuiMMi. 


bad  atked  for  ihe  reading  of  Ihii  memorial. 

/  for  the  parpoac  of  obtainiog  information,  ana 

in  order  to  be  able  to  vote  with  a  full  nadenUod- 


ing  of  the  ^ueatioa;  becauae  the  petition  might 
have  been  tr<»n  an  individual  for  tbe  reatoratioi 
of  private  p 
tbe  conrM  b 
not  prompte 

gentlemBu  who  Gila  the  Bzeeutive  office — for  he 
rcaUy  did  not  feel  it— but  he  bad  a  reapeet  for  the 
QJSce.  The  memorial  waa  either  from  an  indi- 
Tidoal  claiming  relief,  or  from  the  ageot  of  a 
foreiijB  Qoveromeat.  If  cooaidered  a*  from  a  pri- 
vate lodividoal,  the  memorialiat  aoted  in  a  char- 
acter he  had  no  right  to  a**uma ;  if  coD*idered  aa 
■n  egf  at  of  a  foreiga  Qovernment,  it  ought  oM 
to  be  received.  He  would  uot  my  tbmi  there  may 
aot  be  ca*e*  ia  which  a  memorial  from  a  foreiga 
agent  might  with  propriety  be  received  herej  for 
he  would  receive  i»e  from  the  Prioee  RMcot  of 
Great  Britain,  or  any  otber  foreign  autherily,  oi 
a  proper  oecaeion;  but  be  would  not  eatettaia  a 
petition  from  n  foreign  egcnt  eatcnlated  to  eow 
dlaaenaion*  among  ihi*  people,  and  in  the  aatara 
of  an  npp«tl  from  tbe  Executive  to  tbe  people. 
He  therefore  felt  himaelf  bound  to  vote  agaioat 
teceiriog  tbe  memorial ;  bui,  if  a  petition  wei« 
preaenied  for  relief  in  tbi*  eaae,  free  from  im 
per  impuuiiana  on  the  Bzeeutive  aaibotity, 
he  bad  no  heaiution  to  wy  he  would  reeeii 
with  pleaauie. 

Mr.  FoBiTTa  Mid  be  hoped  tbe  Hooea  wtwld 
not  agree  to  permit  thie  memorial  to  lie  (w  the 
table.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  bad 
aot  beard  the  memorial  read,  would  Bad,  on  i» 
ferring  lo  it,  that  thia  penoo  preseoted  himaelf  to 
the  atientioa  of  the  Houm  in  apnblio  capacity, 
aa  a  Repreaentative  of  a  poiiticaf  body,  elntmiag 
indemnifisatioa  for  injury  aiuiaiaed  by  acta  M 
our  Government,  after  complaining  of  ita  eo*- 
docu  Tbe  queaiion,  then,  for  the  Houae  to  coo- 
aider  wia,wbetber,  when  tbe  Coaatituiioa  ha* 
placed  the  conduet  of  onr  foreign  relatione  with 
iheSxeeuiive,  a  foreign  agent  (hall  be  permitted 
to  appeal  from  Ihe  Kxectttive  to  tbia  Houm  J 
Will  yon,  aaid  Mr.  F.,  permit  him  to  aappoaa  thu 
tbe  SzecDtive  of  the  United  Sutea,  the  agent  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Slate*  in  this  reapeel, 
''  ~ manaet  contrary  to  the  wiahea  of 


receive  it 


Ihe  people  or  of  iheir  Rapreaeautivea  1    Whni 
were  the  queationa,  he  eixed.  which  a  eo 
ation  of  thia  petition  would  ^ewnt?      Why, 


the  queationa,  he  eiked.  which  a  consider' 

of  thia  petition  would  i  ^_ 

tbeae :  Haa  the  conduct  of  tbe  Goveromeot  bam 
correct  1  Haa  it  lieea  aueh  a*  to  demand  tbe 
restoration  of  the  property  taken  at  Amelia 
Island?  Tbeae,  he  Mid,  were  queationa, to  dia- 
cu**  which  would  be  to  enter  into  the  whole 
acope  of  our  policy  in  reapeel  to  onr  foreiga  re- 
latloa*.  What  cenld  the  Houw  dol  CooM 
they  reverM  tbe  proceeding  complained  of  1    If 
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ywi  differ  f»m  th«  Exeeative-  in  ngmi  to  tt 
-fMliof  which  bad  betm  parssed,  md  he,  voa  a 
■odI^  expren  >oar  opioioD  to  that  effect  by  re*L 
Ifltion ;  and  I  aik  if  thii  House  will  permit  itaelf 
to  ba  reqaired  to  do  thii  hj  the  ageat  or  repre- 
.aiDiaiiTe  of  utj  for^ffo  obuod,  independeiit.  or 
ciaiBingr  to  be  so  1  Thoufh  not  then  arrived  at 
'lUQhaod,  Mr.  F.  nid  he  wdl  teccrilected  ibcara- 
■Blion  one*  excited  ihrosghoat  the  eoantrj  by 
the  menace  of  an  appeal  by  a  forein  agent  from 
<he  BxcentiTe  to  the  people  or  the  United  State*. 
The  neutrnl  policf  of  the  United  Stales  at  that 
day,  in  regard  to  the  French  Oorernnieiit,  wu 
obnoxioui  to  the  Directory ;  and  their  agent  here 
ifeiMtened'  to  appeal  to  the  people  from  the  Oor- 
wnment.  What  was  the  coMMtoencel  That 
Man,  who  wai  prcTiontly  very  popular  in  the 
United  Stalea,  became  an  object  not  only  of  sai- 
pieion  btil  of  eontempt  Hia  popolariiy,  great  a* 
it  ma,  had  not  been  able  to  vithitand  the  shock 
piodtwcd  by  the  mere  threat.  Here,  said  Mr.  F., 
we  have  in  this  metnorial  not  a  threat  merely, 
bot  a  threat  carried  into  exectition ;  and  we  are 
called  opoa  to  be  the  insiramenis  of  this  agent 
o£  a  foreign  Power,  to  earry  his  appeal  from  the 
OODBtitnted  anUuriij  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales.  Hr.  F.  said  he  was  not  the  apolocist  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  ad- 
niniatratoia  of  the  Oererament ;  he  cared  not,  in 
bis  Condact  as  a  member  of  this  Hoose.  either  for 
.their  feeling  t>  iBdiriduals,  or  for  ttieir  charae- 
ten  as  pobhe  officers.  In  the  decisions  of  this 
Uoue.  the  members  wotild  regard  no  tneh  eon- 
aidaniioiw.  Bat  it  was  due  to  themselves  and 
to  the  GoTemnent  vhieh  the  people  hare  framed 
MM.iomfht  qveations  to  be  raised  in  this  House 
br  any  foreign  agent  tonchiag  the  condact  of  the 
lOloreriUBeitl  of  the  United  Stales  in  any  of  its 
jelalion*.  The  ease  of  Beanmarehais,  which  had 
fcatn  nfened  to,  had  no  analogy  to  this.  He 
tenog  peiitionea  Congress  for  peymcnt  of  a  pri- 
vate akim,  and  having  been  refosed,  bed  asked 
JlH  «i4  of  lus  own  Oovcnment.  How  bad  that 
ftaratnaunt  afibrded  it?  Had  the  Freaeh  Min- 
ister dated  to  inaalt  this  GoretDineQi  or  peopli 
by  •p|dyiiij[  iiaiBediatdy  to  this  House  in  tb< 
name  of  hia  tovwein  1  No ;  that  Oovernment 
Jmew  the  pr^wr  mode  of  proceeding,  and  applied 
to.tbe  Coaatiiational  organ,  the  ExecntiTe.  In 
the  ptesent  case,  it  ought  to  be  Doted,  the  memo* 
rialist  did  know  the  proper  coarse,  and  had  ap- 
|died  to  the  Constiintional  organ  of  inteicoane 
wilk  foreign  Powecs;  he  had  not  baeo  satisfied, 
bowever,  with  the  answer— the  policy  of  the 
United  Stales  had  not  been  sgreeable  to  him— 
the  Ezecntive  had  refoted  to  do  him  justice,  he 
Ibooght,  and  Iherefere  |iresented  binself  to  this 
House.  If  the  PrasideBt  bate  done  wroog,  said 
Mr.  F^  it  is  a  qoestion  for  out  conshleratiatt  and 
«k  which  we  ought  to  express  oar  opinion,  bnl 
in  a  proper  manner,  and  not  at  the  instance  of 
the  agent  of  a  foraign  Power.  From  a  respect 
to  oureelree,  and  to  the  Government  of  onr 
•hoice,  Mr.  F.  said  he  would  neither  consent  to 
Uy  this  memorial  on  the  table  nor  to  receive  it. 
Mr.  SueuMT  said  it  wa*  due  to  the  Gorera- 


of  £em< 


raew  and  to  the  natiea  not  to  rec«iT«  tb«  mama- 
riaL  It  would  be  seen,  on  rafennea  to  the  me- 
morial,  that  M.  Paxoa  bad  eeme  to  Cosgraae  be- 
CMwej  as  hs  said,  the  Exeetidn  bad  sot  dose 
him  justice.  It  w»g  therefore  a  diraot  appad 
from  the  Ezeentire  to  Congress,  and  an  appeal 
atonnded,  not  on  the  defect  of  authority  in  the 
Kxecutire,  but  one  whioh,  admitting  the  antbor- 
ity  of  the  Executive  for  what  bad  heoa  done  ta 
be  tetl— «iid  nobody  had  qoeationed  it— ««IW 
upon  Coagnas  to  reverse  the  prooeedinwc  and 
undo  what  the  Exeeniire  had  done.  Wtmvwu 
would  look  at  tlie  memofiaL  would  find  ibat  ibe 
erty  aeifed  was  in  itseu  nothiog  in  (be  viev 
le  memortalitl,  and  scanely  entarad  into  tbe 
■erae  of  his  appeal.  Mr.  S.  reterred  to  ibe  caa> 
clodiag  danse  of  tbe  meauuial,  in  wbieb  reliaaee 
is  eq»es*ed  dint  this  House  wilt  give  a  dicailed 
support  to  the  Republican  caoae,  &c.  Ml  tbu 
was  preceded  (^  a  statement,  sneb  as  thi>  iadi* 
vidual  had  tbonght  proper  to  make  of  tlte  eoorae 
which  bad  been  taken  in  rMiatd  to  Amelia  bland, 
and  by  compiaints  not  of  toe  coodnet  of  the  Ex- 
ccniive  only,  bat  of  tbe  adntiialty  eoait;  so  that 
tbe  HooMr.  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  (lui 
petition^  must  revise  not  only  the  conduct  of  tbe 
Eicentive,  but  titmt  of  tbe  indieiaty  also.  It  was, 
therefore,  a  direct  appeal  from  the  Bxecaiive  lo 
the  House.  Now,  Mr.  S.  laid  it  down  as  a  prin* 
eiple,  that,  in  respect  to  foreign  Powers,  and  the 
affsais  of  foreign  Powers,!!  was  Ibcdatyand  tbt 
interest  of  this  Oovemmentto  prewut  itself  as  aa 
entire  Power ;  that  foreign  oauons  shoald  aevet 
be  permitted  to  know  this  Gorenimeot  bat  in  its 
integml  obaractet.  The  coaeeoiMaee  of  a  dif- 
fciant  coarse  would  be,  that,  whilst  the  Caastl- 
luiion  of  the  United  Stales  inunsie  to  the  Kxac- 
ntive  the  conduct  of  oni  relations  with  foreign 
Powers,  we  shoald,  if  tbe  pieeedeai  now  aoogbt 
were  eattblishcd,  have  every  foreign  i      ' 

thus  going  •' '  ""■* ■' — ■' 

of  the  Oove 


It  we  that  tbe  effect  would  be  i 


Every  « 


destroy  tl, 
barmeay  of  onr  Conelilatioa.  nod  eventoallV  ibc 
body  politic.  And,  if  failing* of  atMcess  with  tbe 
depaitmeats  of  tbe  Oeneru  Qovemmen^  why 


not,  on  tbe  same  ptineinte,  apply  to  ibe  Lqittn- 
tuws  of  tbe  Staie^  and  by  that  means  attempt  le 
overrole  tbe  decisioas  of  the  proper  depaitmemt 
of  this  OoTetnmeni?  Mr.  S.  hoped,  be  said,  it 
would  be  understood  that  be  did  not  mean  to 
toaeh  on  the  topics  iutroduoed  into  this  discos 
non,  for  or  against  tbe  pereoa*  whose  agent  the 
petitioner  professed  to  be;  tttal  was  a  mattai 
whieh  mi^ht  in  varioni  ways  be  bttnght  for- 
waid,  and  indeed  notice  had  been  given  that  in  a 
proper  mumer  it  should  be  btongltt  to  the  riow 
of  Ibe  House.  But,  aaid  Mr.  8.,  sbiJl  the  ngeai 
of  a  foreign  Qovernment  come  into  this  Hooae, 
utd  aA  US  to  give  n  nueere  support  to  the  eause 
he  is  eognged  in,  by  overtbtowing  evemhing 
that  bus  been  done  iff  the  Bxeoative  7  Wa  an 
not  competent  to  thw  coarse;  for,  if  we  arc  to 
bene  representatives  of  foreign  Qov«niiwats  tw 
one  side,  we  must  hear  representniions  also  on 
tbe  other;  and,  instead  of  performing  its  legiatn> 
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r«  fiinetiaiM,  CoattM*  BaMsmliMtf  ittia  ■ 
ibanal  for  meidiBg  oootrorenies  balwMi  as- 
>ttB.  If  ur  iadividul  withik  tbe  iMiilory 
ieupi«d  by  tA«  fonc*  of  tbs  Upiiad  Suim,  bat 
L«rebr  •nauintd  iDJnrri  let  bim  comt  forwmrd. 
ueb,  nowcver,  Mr.  Bi  Mid,  wm  not  the  preMBt 
is«,  ih«  mvDMrial  ooi  Mkiag  for  %  lingl*  fkiib- 
g  of  iadttdBifieatiaa  for  any  individoal  wbU' 
^cr ;  but  the  Hobm  wu  aiked  lo  rMlora  tbe 
iliiarr  storM,  me^w,  Ac.,  wbieb  bad  bean  fotiiid 
Amelia,  ao  ibat  ibeMaatbeBtki  mar  earrr  on 
«  w*r  aa  cffiMtoallf  a*  tha;  m;  Ihcj  could 
kr«  doDC,  bat  for  tbe  laidBg  poaMMion  of  (heir 
Mition  br  Um  Uoilcd  Scatw.  la  other  wordB, 
id  Mr.  S^  we  ate  eaUed  ttpoa  to  review  tbe 
hole  qaeslioD,  arowedlf  for  the  parpoae  of  gir- 
g  ihcM  ■dtbontiaeMip port,  and  of  putting  them 
^in  ia  poeatwion  of  loeir  entire  military  foree, 
.c.  Thia,  aaid  be,  ia  a  conne  totally  inoeaiie- 
st  with  tba  *pirit  of  oar  Ooveromeat  Uaw- 
rer  w«  nay  oifiar  aanog  ounelr«i;  bowerer 
e  may  diitribme  power  mmonf  tbe  diffitreni 
iKOchea  of  tbe  GhnKmrneai ;  bowerer  we  may 
link  of  tbe  iadiridnaLi  who  adauaialer  thFOM 
ariona  dcpartmeaU ;  yet,  when  we  come  lo  es- 
iblieb  rules  of  coaducl,  by  the  otiaervance  of 
'bieh  tbu  OoTer&meDt  may  be  hoped  to  be 
ranaaaiited  unimpaired  throagh  a  long  etteeea- 
on  of  ages,  it  will  be  fomd  that  we  most,  on 
It  occaaioiiB,  pretent  oarsalres  to  foreignen  a* 
-    -"•"-    body,   reciprocally  sa^portiag    e««h 


roeeediagi,  doe*  it  for  iu  own  lake  only 
[>dy,  tbe  eomponeot  part*  of  which  do  not  &r 
om  their  sphere  for  the  purpoae  of  joitliageaca 
ther,  to  glte  effect  (o  any  fmiog. 
It  was  obriooa  that  there  was  on  ibia  aubieet  a 
rent  deal  cf  foeliag}  but  that  did  not  jaaiiiy  ibc 
teaption  of  ibi*  memorial.  It  eotiid  aat  be  ae- 
aieed  for  aaatbai  reaoon ;  for  the  Terr  first  step 
ioet  be  to  aiamioe  tbe  MedetMials  of  this  peti- 
lOKer,  and  of  those  noder  wboai  be  act* ;  whe- 
ber  M.  Paioa  i«  deputed  by  tboae  anthoritie*  be 
laima  to  repreieat,  and  whether  tbey  act  by 
itc^er  appointmeats  of  their  reipeetiTe  GoverD* 
aenls.  This  was  an  intoperable  diffienlty.  If 
he  petitioner  had  preaeaied  himself  as  an  indi- 
'idiul,  the  case  would  bare  beea  different ;  but 
t  would  be  extremely  diffienlt  to  reduce  the  pre- 
ensioDa  of  this  memorial  to  such  a  size  that  it 
ionid  be  eent  to  any  eommiltee.  For  ihii  reuon, 
Mr.  S.  said,  be  would  not  receive  thii  petition, 
.hoiigh  ha  would  not  show  it  further  diarcapeet. 
Ele  was  willing  to  tay  thai  a  mistake  had  been 
»mmitted  iit  efferiag  lt|  bat  be  cotiU  not  well 
lee  how  that  pl«a  eoold  be  made  ont,  for  (be 
House  oogfai  not  to  lose  sight  of  (be  tact,  that 
Ibis  agent  knew  where  he  on|^t  to  apply,  and, 
with  that  knowledge,  after  being  refuaed,  baa 
come  into  this  House  for  redress.  To  show  tbia 
case  ID  a  stronger  ligb^  Mr.  B.  referred  to  the 
case  of  a  anggestion  toCongteaaby  the  F  res  ideal, 
daiia^  the  present  lessioa,  of  the  eipedieney  of  a 
remission  of  certain  duties  improperly  lerled-on 
fititish  Tesaela  under  tbe  commercial  coureatioo. 


anppose,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  Minister  of  Orent  Biit- 


styling  li 
ae  with  n 


self  a 


__  _  .  with  an  an>lieation  to  thia  effect;  shooU 
wehaye  enleruined  iti  Cerininly  not.  Boim 
allttsiwi  had  been  made  to  what  bad  been  called 
the  Irish  and  Swiss  petitiena,  presealed  aad  di»- 
poaed  of  at  the  present  seasion.  Undoubtedly  the 
gMiIeman  who  had  made  tbe  allusion  bad  bee* 
misled  by  nanus.  Those  petitions  wore  froa 
eitiiens  and  from  iodiridnal  foreignen  residing 
witbin  the  United  Slates,  praying  perminion  to 

Earcbaae  public  laad  on  certmn  teem*.  If  they 
ad  formed  thamaelvaa  inlo  a  oommuaiiy,  ano, 
assomiag  a  national  ehataeter,  bad  applied  to 
Copgreu  for  a  redress  of  grieranoea,  their  peti- 
tion would  not  bare  been  received.  Those  peti- 
tioas  weseated  qoesiiong  of  internal  poller  merely; 
and  Mr.  B.  aaid  be  waa  sorry  that  tbey  had  beea 
plaeed  in  a  lUht  which  might  be  prejndioial  to 
them,  by  eoafoonditig  them  with  a  case  so  totally 
diasimilar. 

Mr.  BaasBTT  said  he  had  made  the  motion  to 
lay  the  snbjaol  on  the  table,  under  the  iBpres- 
aion  that  the  qnestiona  embraeed  in  it  were  of  tea 
much  importance  to  be  acted  on  lightly,  or  to  be 
evaded  by  a  hasty  refusal  to  receive  tbe  petition. 
Aa,  however,  gentlemen  profoased  Ibemsalvaa 
[»apnred  to  act  oa  the  qnesiian,  and  had  gone  on 
lo  disensa  it  at  large,  he  should  not  further  op- 
pose a  present  deeiaion.  He  was  not  himself  pra- 
pared  to  act  on  the  sabjcoL  He  conld  not  balp 
feeling  surprised,  ha  said,  that  gentlemen  shoald 
attempt  to  assimilate  tbie  case  with  that  (»f  a 
foreign  Minister,  wboae  proviaes  was  entirely 
different,  whom  it  was  the  iaierest  and  duty  of 
the  Oovemmant  to  keep  within  the  pale  of  hia 
functions;  and  against  whose  aberration*  the 
Oorenment  ongbt  to  preeeni  one  front,  becaosa 
the  Minister  stands  in  the  place  of  bis  Qovera- 
menL  Was  that  the  case  with  the  present  peti- 
lioners?  No.  said  Mr.  B.,  we  tejeel  ibem  a* 
Minisiars,  ana  ihey  come  baforansaaindiridaala. 
The  right  of  individnals  within  the  United  Btaiea 
to  petition  for  a  redreea  of  grievances  ooald  not 
be  rastraiaed  by  any  power.  What  was  the  aa- 
taUiahed  practice  ot  the  House?  That  petitioaa, 
when  received,  ate  received  without  any  otbot 
qoeation  than  whether  they  be  decoroaa  or  not. 
Whether  Ihay  are  reaaoaahle  or  unreasonable,  wu 
not  decided  natil  the  Houae  had  ioveatigated  the 
ao^eet.    This  was  the  regular  courae;  but,  if 


therefore  withdrew  his  i 


I  for  laying  tlw 


LivanMona  aaid  this  waa  a  quaatioD  on 
which  he  had  much  doubt,  aad,  althoagb  be  had 
Bllendad  eorefully  to  the  debate,  that  doubt  was 
not  yet  removed.  It  seemed  to  him,  be  said,  that 
when  a  memorial  waa  presented  to  the  Howe^  it 
was  too  lata  to  take  a  question  whether  it  ahonld 
be  received,  it  being  in  peasesHon  of  the  Hansen 
If  so.  tbe  time  ^  the  House  had  been  unneeesaa-  ' 
rily  eoBBumed.  Aa  rwarded  this  memorial,  Mr. 
L.  said  be  was  ineliaM  to  think  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  tbe  United  Swtc*  to  receive  ii  * 
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tioB  liom  all  MNirees,  aod  not  to  make  dutiae- 
tioDi'vlicilier  it  came  from  a  propn  or  ianpiopcr 
penon.  Mizhl  it  not  giro  iDfonnaiion  arhlcn  it 
wai  propel  loi  this  HouK  to  potaesi?  If  it  might, 
va*  the  iligbt  reading  wlkich  it  had  reeeiTed  auffi- 
eient  alteniion  to  b«  gircn  to  ttl  I  haTe  heard 
it  read,  laid  Mr.  L.,  aod  am  not  alarmed  at  iic 
eonlents ;  nor  do  I  lea  whjr  any  gcDtleman  thoiitd 
be  alarmed  al  recciTiog  a  commanicalioD,  because 
it  it  from  a  perioa  who  happcni  not  to  b«  vetr 
popular  with  ai.  Mr.  L.  wai  in  favor  of  EiviDg 
Ibe  ntual  conrae  to  the  memorial ;  aad  ooold  not 
■ee  how  the  motion  aot  to  reecife  the  mimoriat 


of  hia  colleagae  to  laj  oo  the  table  the  propoai- 
lioo  of  the  gentleman  from  Oeoreia.  He  bad  de- 
clared, wbea  he  waa  np  before,  that  if  ibi*  paper 


contained  no  application  on  the  lubjact  of  a  prt- 
Tate  claim,  b«  ihoutd  not  he*itate  to  reject  it  aa 
tha  appeal  of  a  foreign  agent  lo  thii  bod;  from 
the  Bzeontife.  But,  aa  well  aa  be  coald  under- 
•tand  the  paper,  ai  read  bj  the  Clerk,  uader  the 
nana!  ditadvantagea  experienced  here,  be  bad  sup- 
poaed  it  contained  private  matter.  While  attasd- 
tttg  to  genilemeo,  he  had  no  opporianiiy  of  es- 
aniination.  Should  he  be  aatiiSed,  on  examining 
the  paper,  that  the  claim  in  relation  to  the  prop> 
•njr  tuen  at  Amelia  wat  not  on  the  part  of  in- 
diTidnala,  he  should  anbeaitatiDglf  Tote  againai 
ita  reception.  Should  tha  motion  not  be  laid  on 
Ibc  table,  he  ahoald  be  compelled  to  vote  againat 
the  pro|Kiaitioa  to  reject,  to  enable  him  to  obtain 
fbrthet  information. 

Hr.  Cobb  espreiaed  bii  hope  that  this  motion 
would  not  prevail.  He  wat  obliged  on  Ibia  occa- 
aion,  a*  on  a  former,  to  differ  from  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampihire,  and  expreat  his  hope  ibai 
ibis  and  all  aueh  petitions  would  b<  lejeeted. 
What  sort  of  an  example,  said  he,  are  joa  about 
10  aetl  His  colleagae  had  correctly  stated  the 
•zeilement  which  bad  been  heretofore  prod  need 
by  a  threat  of  an  appead  by  a  French  Minister-, 
this  was  a  parallel  case,  except  that  thia  Hiniatcr 
is  not  aeeredite(^~a  petition  Uom  a  foreign  agent, 
having  no  othar  object,  that  could  be  discovered, 
iban  to  eom|daJn  to  Congress  tbai  the  President 
had  not  done  him  jnsuec.  If  thia  appeal  ware 
parmiued,  he  should  expect  it  soon  to  be  followed 
by  aoolher,  for  it  was  rumored  tbai  a  Tery  brisk 
intereonraa  bad  recently  taken  place  betwaen  the 
Executive  aitd  the  aj^t  of  aoolher  foreign 
Power  i  and,  leceive  thu  meoutrial,  said  Mr.  C., 
and  you  may  expect  to  receive  Ibe  pamphlet  of 
Vena  ramped  up  into  a  petition.  naleM  the  eor- 
respondenee  which  has  taken  place  ^ball  hare 
been  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Spaniab  Minister. 
Permit  me  to  say,  that  1  consider  not  oaW  the 
conduct  of  Qcnet,  and  the  pnblicatiou  or  the 
pamphlet  of  Vetui,  but  this  petition  also  as  piecea 
of  impudence.  As  to  this  memorial,  laying  aside 
■  other  considerations,  and  not  notieiog  its  coo- 
tenta,  he  wished  it  lo  be  rejected  on  the  simple 

rnnd  of  its  being  an  attempt  to  appeal  from  the 
ision  of  the  &centive  to  this  House 


matter  between  the  United  Biatea  maA  a  farags 

Power. 

Hr.  FoBBTTB  added  a  single  reaatk,  that  ^ 

\  the  gentleman  from  Virpnia  aoggested,  ita 

memorial  might  contain  pnvala  maiter  wkiek 

ought  lobereceived,  iteonldnot  beaeparatedftiB 

what  waa  object ionable.    The  rcfnHtl  to  receirt 

could  produce  no  injury  to  the  indiridoal,  k^ 

eaose  if  he  wat  employed  as  an  sigaat  to  apfly 

for  the  restoration  or  private  propertjr,  if  any, 

taken  by  auihoti[y  of  the  United  Sntaa,  it  ww 

easy  lo  present  that  object  in  a  proper  ahap^  ni 

I  doubt  the  House  would  pay  due  atiewtioB  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  lo  lay  Hr.  Pot 

rra'a  motion  on  tha  table,  and  ■egaiived  bys 

coo  a  id  era  ble  majority. 

The  qucation  teenrrad  on  the  motion  that  the 
memorial  be  not  received,  and  was  decided  in  the 
Srmative — yeas  187,  naya  38,  aa  follows : 
rua_M«Ms.  Abbott,  Adsms,  Altea  af  TaraaBt. 
Anatio,  Baldwin,  BaU,  Baiteni  of  Ti^aia,  Bariw  of 
Ohio,  BatsusB,  Ba^Ioy,  Basdiar,  Bmm<^  Boot, 
Bryan,  Bnrwell,  CampbaU,  Okgstt,  Oalana,  CoM, 
OtMen.  CobmM^  Cook,  Crafts,  Cr^aa,  Oalhraa, 
Cmhman,  Darlingtoa,  iWa,  Euia,  BdwitJa,  EUa- 
cott,  Enin  of  Bonth  Carolina,  Folgar,  Fonq'th,  Gh*i 
Oamrtt,  Hall  of  Notth  Caraliaa,  Hwfamwc^  Bet- 
but,  Herkitn«r,  Hitchoock,  Hogg,  Holnaa  af  Co^ 
nsciicut,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Honltnclon,  Irring  of  New 
York,  Johnscm  of  Virginia,  Kirtland,  LawTer,  Una, 
Littla,  Lowndes,  McLsne,  W.  P.  Madaj,  McCoy, 
Harebtnd,  Harr,  Msion  of  Maaaschiiaalls,  Meicw, 
MarriJ],  MiddJeton,  Mills,  Moore,  Hwtan,  Moaday, 
Mnrrsj,  Jsremish  NbIsod,  H.  Nelscm,  PTaw,  Owdea, 
Ogis,  On,  Owan,  Psiaor,  PanoCt,  Paltaraon,  Paw- 
ling, Psier,  Pudali,  PilUn,  nsaiiaiita,  Foiadaxtei, 
Bead,  Rhea,  Rice,  Ridi,  RiAsids,  Wngg^  ttahmttmm 
of  Ksntncfcy,   Bogglas,  Bavpsoa,  Bavaga,  Bcwyer, 

=...__.__   =__.!__   o ii,  eattla,  S«bait,  Bhaw, 

I,  Stoeanb,  B.  emttb,  B. 


art  of  North  GaicUoa,  Btnait  of  MaijIaBdt  Tallatadftk 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tenill,  Tanr,  Tamikima,  Townssai^ 
Tyler,  WaUaoe,  Wandorar,  WilliaaiB  of  Ca*BealiB«l, 
Williams  of  New  Yetk,  Wilkin,  and  Wikoa  oTPmd- 
sylTsnis. 

Nais — MasBB.  Aadwson  of  PeaaajInBia,  Andar- 
in  of  Kentacbr,  Bsaaott,  Bellin(w,  Bloomfiel^ 
Blonnt,  Bodeo,  ttaabs,  Forney,  Hsrriabn,  Hewdrick^ 
Johnson  of  Ksntockj,  lonea,  Kinaey,  Li*etmora,  Mob. 
lord,  T.  M.  Nslson,  PoHar,  Qoailea,  Robartsoa  of  Loo- 
udsns,  Southard,  Spencer,  Stiothcr,  TriaiUo,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tocker  of  »anlh  Csn^ia,  Walker  of 
North  Csrolina,  snd  Whiteside. 


INTEHNAL  IMPBOVEMENT. 

The  House  again  leaving  resolved  itself  into  a 
Commitree  of  toe  Whole,  on  the  subject  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  respecting  internal  im- 
piovcmeni— the  i]ue«tioo  being  that  tbc  Com- 
mittee lite  and  report  lo  the  House  the  resoln- 
tiona  which  hare  been  agreed  to — the  debate 
waa  resumed  on  the  main  question. 

Ur.  SawYBR,  of  Norih  Carolina. — If  my  ojun- 
ion  should  correspond  with  the  President's,  I  shall 
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KM  thiak  the  wonror  it  on  tbu  aeeoont.  I  do 
lot  iDircaeb  nvielf  behind  ihe  PrMidenfa  Telo, 
)ut  »  the  geDikiBaa  Trom  EenlKkr  (Mr.  Clat) 
Dm  placed  me  ibare,  I  am  peffeetl*  Mtidcd  wiu 
DV  •laiioD.  Wbile  I  am  defended  by  hi*  ahlcld, 
Iihalt  feel  ufe  from  that  genlleman'a  altteka.  If 
:t  were  aof  sniifieation  to  the  gcniteman  to  no- 
:iee  ihe  appIanM  with  vhieh  ihe  PteiidenI  was 
received  in  hia  Northern  loar,  t  hope  another  op- 
lortuaitr  majr  iboril^  be  eflhrded  him  for  a  limi- 
ar  graiifieatioD  in  b)i  Bonthem  loor.  Like  the 
no,  I  hope- ha  will  aoon  visit  na,  and  cheer  atid 
inlireo  as  to  hie  anonal  •conrie.  I,  for  one,  will 
«  readjr  to  bail  hie  tpproaeh,  and  ta  gtre  bim  a 
varm  and  hearly  welcome,  if  for  nothing  else  but 
be  verf  cooree  he  has  obaerved  in  regard  to  ifae 
nbjeci  DOW  before  ua,  and  whieh  otlter  gentlemen 
lave  tbonght  proper  to  condemn.  I  siatedf  od  a 
brmer  oeeauoa,  tnat,  eo  far  from  fading  aoy  re- 
ingnanee  at  bis  ioterpoeitioa  in  the  firei  instance. 
was  glad  of  it,  v  it  was  iaiended  to  save  as  all 
be  DselesB  waste  of  time  and  ireasare,  which  this 
liseussioD  would  Deceesarily  give  riea  log  and  I 
im  only  sorrjr  we  did  not  improve  the  hint.  It 
vai  for  that  reaeon  I  moved  to  postpone  the  sub- 
eet  indefinilelr ;  for.  at  I  aniieipnied  Ihe  resiill, 
hat  there  wenfd  not  be  a  CoasliiaiioDal  majoriif 
n  favor  of  iL  I  waa  nnwilliog  to  see  the  eom- 
DCDcement  of  ibis  wordy  war,  which  has  been 
raged  for  eeveral  day*  with  anabated  warmth,  to 
he  no  small  entertain  to  eat  of  the  ipeetators,  but 
'ery  little,  in  my  appreheosioD,  to  toe  aatllement 
if  this  qiieation,  or  Ibe  fartberaaee  of  the  impon- 
mt  bouneas  of  the  nation.  And,  alihongh  I  may 
lot  be  able  to  satiafy  (he  gentleman'*  (Mr.  Clat) 
»U  on  ms  for  a  Conatituiional  speech,  yet  I  will 
iromtse  bim  it  shall  not  he  an  voconstitntionit 
ne,  whieh  is  more  than  I  can  saj  of  some 
ipcecbes  I  have  heard.  On  the  const)  to  I  iona  lily 
if  this  qneaiion,  I  stated  that  I  did  not  think  it 
eorih  while  to  enter  into  a  diseuision  of  that 
loiat,  for  I  have  too  bamhle  an  opinion  of  my 
iwn  powers,  to  expect  to  coBvioee  others ;  and  if 
i.eao  advance  enongb  on  that  head  to  saliify  my 
iwn  friends,  as  I  can  my  own  mind,  of  the  pto- 
niety  of  the  vote  which  1  shall  give,  I  throw  my 
iaTcliB  of  hope  no  farther.  I  have  a  laffieient  rea< 
ion  to  satisfy  my  own  mind,  on  the  groand  that 
here  is  no  Constitaiional  provision  dtlegatisg 
bis  power  to  Ctngrest ;  if  tnere  be,  let  those  who 


it  point  it 


Do  they  expect  to  show  it 


iititgtion,  most  have 
lomeihing  to  satisfy  my  cocscicoce  more  poeitive 
md  exptese  than  any  labored  attempt  at  a  eon- 
ilructive  power,  by  so  fallaeions  a  method  ea  ar~ 
[umentatioo.  Nor  shall  I  feel  ntisfled  with  the 
liioduclion  of  precedent.  Precedent,  without  law, 
las  no  weight  with  me.    If  other  gentlemen  have 


sonscienees  the  standard  of  mine,  which  I  will 
lever  do  in  pobcica  noi  religion.  I  must  have  a 
jiroof  BO  clear,  that  there  can  be  no  hook  or  loop 
.0  hang  a  doabt  npou.  Did  I  noderstand  some 
teatlemeo  to  say,  (bat  Ihe  Qancnil  Qovemnent 


eonld  and  oogbl  to  exereisa  this  power  withont 
tbeconientortbeStatetl  Soch  lannage would 
be  more  saitaUe  to  that  of  Nero  to  a  Roman  Sen- 
ate, than  the  occaeion  to  which  it  was  applied 
(be  other  day  by  the  gentlemen  from  VJTKinia, 
(Mr.  Heioib.)  Strike  out  the  words  in  the  ree- 
olntion, "  with  the  consent  of  the  Siaies,"  end  oh- 
dcriake  to  enforce  this  bigb-banded  doctrine,  and 
the  Consiitniioo  will  be  in  a  fair  way  to  be  cured 
of  that  plethora,  the  gentleman  from  EentnekT 
(Mr.  Cl«.y)  spoke  of;  for,  if  it  require*  depletion, 
it  will)  most  assnredty,  be  let  blood.  If  such  a 
vidcQt  course  as  that  be  attempted,  I  apprehend 
it  will  be  met  with  more  nbelantial  tTguments 
than  any  used  here  *,  and  those  who  may  come 
with  their  axe&  spades,  and  shovels,  to  tear  the 
virgin  bosom  of  our  country,  in  defiance  of  ns, 
m*y  find  themselves  forced  to  iaireneh  them- 
selves behind  the  first  bank  they  throw  up — for 
tfaa  very  first  hole  they  dig  may  prove  the  gnve 
of  tome  or  others  of  us.  Should  my  Blaie  nnfbri 
ber  banners,  Ij  for  one,  would  plant  myself  uuder 
tbem,  and  resist,  till  the  flesh  were  backed  from 
my  bones,  before  1  would  submit  to  such  despot- 
i*m.  If  Ihe  State*  have  a  mind  to  cross  their 
arms,  and  suffer  Ihemselve*  to  be  tied  end  bonnd 


them  in  d^ence  of  onr  rights,  from  whatever 
qnatter  they  may  be  iavadcd.  I  was  born  free ; 
so  have  I  lived ;  so  will  I  die.  It  is  true  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  stated,  it  might  be  pm- 
dettt  to  obttin  the  consent  of  the  States ;  indeed 
I  think  it  wonld. 

Under  what  clause  of  Ihe  Constitution  is  thia 
right  conveyed  1  The  tenth  article  of  the  amend- 
ments declares,  that  the  powers  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  (be  Constitotion,  nor  pm>- 
hibilad  fay  it  to  the  Slates,  are  reserved  to  the 
State*  themselves,  or  to  the  people.  Thia  qoea- 
lion  resolves  [laelf  into  a  syllogism,  and  tb^ 
mosiflrst  prove  the  major  and  minor,  before  tbey 
draw  (he  conclusion  j  they  must  show,  that  the 
power  is  delegated  to  ibe  United  States,  or  it  ia 
prohibited  by  the  Coostitntton  to  the  States,  ot 
the  catastrophe  most  follow  that  it  ia  reserved. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  looked  for  ia  the  first  elanae 
of  the  eishih  article,  under  the  terms  "  general 
welfare."  Now,  what  would  a  plain,  nnsopfiivii- 
cat  laan  say.wa*  ibe  meening  of  the  terms  "  gen- 
eral welfare  1"  Political  health,  the  foil  enjoy- 
ment of  the  Constimiiooal  faculties  of  all  tse 
Slates;  for  it  is  a  relative  term,  and  meana  no 
more  than  that  the  Genenl  Ooverament  should 
have  a-watehfol  eye  over  the  eomnloo  weal,  and 
see  that  each  member  of  it  enjoyed  that  portion  of 
political  sanity,  and  maintained  that  true  course 
m  it*  revolution  around  its  own  axis,  imparted 


and  Constitutional  protection  of  the  QeDcral 
Qovernmeol ;  nor  do  they  now  see  any  occo- 
eion  for  the  displajr  of  Ibis  extraordinary  and* 
officioOB  care,  proSered  to  them  by  the  resell^ 
(ions  on  the  table.  They  have  gone  on  very  w«U 
in  their  old  courae — and,  I  think,  they  wnnM 
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ntber  rfUpenM  with  ihia  nnaomnHMi  ■olisitQde 
OB  the  nut  of  the  Qenirml  QoTeniinent  for  their 

Siftu welfare.  BnjoTia^agoodshareofhealth, 
ijr  Me  no  necemtyof  being  obliged  to  awallow 
poiwD  to  keep  tb«m  io  |pod  plight,  beoaoae  the 
master  or  fkmilr  phyiician  may  preacribe  it  I 
bave  heaid  of  penooa  being  killed  with  too  mneh 
cate ;  and,  I  beliere,  it  hai  bred  with  States  u 
with  indiridaali.  Aiwattiu  Cswr,oBtDf  a  kind 
eoaeera  for  the  welfare  of  hit  eooDtrf  jgcner- 
ooalr  took  the  managcmeDt  of  It  into  bia  owa 
basaa.  Oliver  Cromwell  promoted  the  general 
welfare  of  Eugland  br  aaimilaropeiaiioa;  and, 
n  modem  day*,  Bonaparte  manifested  the  same 
leeliat,  aod  extended  the  same  fosteriRg  b«id 
OTcr  Ais  eountrymen.  I  only  hope  this  is  the 
ket  practical  commentary  I  shall  ever  witness 
■poa  the  text  of  geoeral  welfare. 

i<at  lu  en'mine  the  8ih  sectioa  of  the  Ist  aitide: 
to  attabliah  post  offices  and  post  roads.  On  this 
bead,  the  gentleman  from  Keaineky  (Mr.  Ci^r) 
admitted  there  might  bea  eoncnrrenijnriMliaiton, 
eud  that  the  prtneiple  might  be  poshed  to  far  as 
to  prodaee  collisions  between  the  States  «mI  the 
Qeneral  Qovemmcnt.  Does  not  tbu  prore  thai 
the  right  is  oot  dearly  delegated  lo  the  United 
States  1  For,  if  it  was,  this  celliiion  could  not 
take  place.  There  is  no  coUision  between  the  par* 
lies  m  the  exercise  of  other  delegated  powers. 
The  intiaoee  the  gentleman  pnt*,  of  an  exciscL 
o«  the  sane  article,  by  the  States  and  General 
Ooreramra^  is  «ot  applieaUe  to  the  case,  becanse 
the  jwtidietMB  of  each  might  be  complete  and 
independent  over  the  subject,  and  that  of  the 
Oraeral  GoremnwDt  is  expressly  given.  The 
CoMtiiaiioD  does  not  grant  power  br  batvei; 
when  it  profesaes  to  make  a  transfer  of  power,  it 
does  it  eom^eiely  and  absolutely.  The  Idea  of 
the  United  Stales  keeping  the  roads  in  repair, 
nBd,a(  the  same  time,  lea*ug  murders  and  other 
odbooes  coiDmitted  to  them  to  ^e  poaishment  tk 
State  coorts,  is  entirely  irreconcilable  wiih  the 
power  and  jaiisdicfion  of  the  United  States  in 
mnalogoua  cases.  Hnrders  committed  in  forts 
and  areeoals  are  ezdosirely  andcr  the  eognixaace 
of  Federal  conrU)  and  if  the  United  Butes  had 
jnriediciion  overpoet  roads,  their tiibuaale would 
M  •qtmlly  and  ezdusirely  paramoont. 

A  gnat  dia^r  of  etymological  learniag  hat 
been  afbrded  on  the  word  ^eMblish."  The 
geBiltman  from  Eeaiaaky  has  eontcDded  for  its 
meaning  to  be,  to  make  and  constmcL  I  cannot 
think  it  oaa  be  tortured  intasachameaninginre- 
fud  lo  roads.  Its  troe  meaning  will  be  found  in 
itaappUcaiion  toibenatnreof  the  object  expremal. 
Thai  lo  eitaUiih  post  roads,  is  merely  deaignit. 
ing  the  traasportatioa  of  the  mail  br  a  certain 
tonic.  If  the  frmnwn  of  the  Constitoiion  meant, 
that  Congress  shoald  make  and  eonstrael  roads, 
they  moat  haTc  nid  so  Id  as  many  words  ;  f»- 
eaiue,  tbey  eoold  not  hare  foand  any  other  words 
expressiTe  of  that  intention.  When  a  new  road 
is  aboni  being  made,  the  common  definition  of 
the  operation  is  lo  ron  or  to  cut,  bnt  nerer  to  es- 
tablish. How  eonld  they  mean,  to  make  and 
coaatmat  roads,  when  they  were  alraady  made 


tad  connraeted  onder  the  anthwify  of  the  wrwil   ' 
Biatei?  ' 

'  This  qneation  has  been  ali«ady  so  nacb  h- 
bated,  that  I  shall  not  detain  the  Comiwittec  wH 
snefa  other  reasons  as  oeenr  to  me  on  Um  Csan- 
tniional  pointy  as  I  merely  meant  to  ebow,  im 
1,  at  least,  enlerlained  donbt*  on  tb«  sa^M 
When  I  once  doabt  npon  a  ConstiintiMiaJ  qs» 
tion,  I  cannot  gire  it  my  snppori,  particidBri) 
whan  it  is  for  the  assnmption  of  poircr  into  m( 
own  bands.  Nor  are  these  donbuioba  remoril 
by  the  uncertain  deductions  of  argunaeat.  Wha 
I  near  a  spoeoh  of  an  hour,  attempiiDg  to  |vovet 
CoBMitvuonal  {wiot,  I  naturally  b^in  to  hart 
my  doabt  about  it ;  and  sereral  apeccliei^  of  m 
ot  three  hoars  each,  with  the  same  view,  may 
fcmore  them,  bat  in  «  very  different  aMnoet 
from  thai  which  the  Speaker  iat^da  ;  for,  if  ths 
power  be  granted,  why  all  the  pnins  lo  show  ill 
It  is  only  neeesary  to  Inm  to  the  ctaoM^  mad,  if 
it  be  there,  we  ban  oceniar  demonslraiJoD,  and 
the  qneation  i*  decided.  Bat  I  hare  icca  so  mttch 
of  the  fallibility  of  bnmnn  jndgment,  and  of  the 
erronaonsaeM  of  argument,  that  1  begin  to  ad- 

""  the  policy  of  some  of  the  kia^emt  that 


QuUiTer  risiiad,  where,  after  a  politician  had 
made  a  long  speech  in  mvor  of  a  certain  prope- 
•ition,  he  is  forced  to  tnm  about  and  vote  directly 
contrary. 

A  few  words  on  the  expediency  of  ibe  rcarin- 
tions.  Am  to  the  detention  of  the  Western  mail 
for  several  days,  wbieb  the  geoiJetann  ao  ftet 
ingly  deecribes,  whose  fault  is  that  ?  If  the  wayi 
of  the  Western  people  are  so  bad,  ji  is  bigb  timt 
for  them  xo  meod  thent.  Do  the  people  of  Kea- 
Uck^  mean  ip  look  on  and  see  the  oibw  Statm 
making  turnpike  roads,  aid  txpeadiiig  tbeir 
wealth  and  indostry  in  improving  the  face  ct 
the  country,  and  then  call  upon  liie  Oeaerml  Oov- 
ernnenl  to  faraish  tbem  with  mean*  to  make 
dmilar  improvements?  Do  thej[  wish  to  lai 
oiber  Stales  to  make  their  lorapike  roads  and 
canals  7  If  the  gentleman's  wagon  stiok  in  the 
mad  let  him  apply  his  own  shonloers  lo  the  whmti 
before  he  calls  on  Hercules.  Look  at  New 
York,  and  behold  the  noble  work  she  it  eogaged 
in.  See  Jersey,  Pennsylvaaia,  Harylaiid,  and 
other  States,  intersected  with  tumpike  roads  and 
canals  in  every  direction.  VPonld  it  be  fair,  now 
that  tbey  have  made  such  progressin  ibcee  works, 
by  their  own  means,  that  their  money  sboatd  be 
taken  out  of  the  commoD  stock,  and  aivea  M 
other  States,  who   have  snpincly  looked  oa  and 


The  gentlemna  from  Kettimkr  (Mr.  Ci^r) 

has  told  ni  of  the  constant  stream  of  wealth  whiek 
hes  flowed  from  his  State  into  the  Tnasary. 
without  one  drop  stniping  by  the  way  to  earidi 
the  soiL-  I  can  sajr  the  same  of  my  State,  witk 
the  addition  that  it  flows  through  chanaeis  dqg 
bv  her  own  hand-  Suppose  tfaegenilemaa  wasU 
oOMin  a  repeal  of  the  list  of  acta  which  he  eav- 
merated,  conceroing  the  facilitating  oar  com- 
merce of  the  ocean  by  the  erection  of  ligh^ 
honies,  buoys,  A«.,  who  would  he  tnjnra  mosi 
by  it  7  It  not  tiia  trade  of  Kiatncky  as  mncli  btm- 


DigilizcdbyLjOOQlC 


wmonn  OF  covaBssa 


I3T4 


htantai  Imffot 


Rfiied  bf  dai  >ftt«nt  reflcetiaf  lamp*  of  Lewi* 
IS  any  Kkstciii  Suit?  How  are  iheprodnelioBB 
of  the  West  to  obuin  a  DUtbet,  Odmm  tbrongli 
ihe  utokl  duttneU?  TbeM  are  (he  oeeesMrr 
ueftoaaDdJDUnitaeaii  foi  regalatiDg  oar  trade, 
iiulisputablf  Tested  io  Coagreea  by  toe  3d  arliele 
□f  ihe  8tti  section  of  the  Coaitilntioa,  and  which 
SentDckf  ii  as  Daiich  interested  in  a*  North  Car- 
olina, or  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  of  equal 
population.  Bni,  ihegeDtlemao,  argoingin  faror 
of  the  expediency  of  the  mexMre,  confeewd,  that 
howerer  expedient,  nnleu  CoB*iitBiiooal,  it  wonld 
not  be  proper  to^raat  the  power  i  and  I  ant  in 
(onvinced  of  the  laexpedicoey  of  it,  tbnt  I  could 
not  Toie  for  it,  if  I  bad  no  doubta  atMot  the  eoneii- 


lality  of  it,  and  if  I  should _heffafter  be  in 

of  theoDlv       ,  ,  i     , 

ConsiilutioiialatiMndinent,  it  will  be  upon  the 


Taror 


the  odI*  proper  way  to  ellect  this  objoel, 


contingency  of  a  coaTiction  of  its  expediency. 
We  cannot  now  afford  to  make  thew  adHneea. 
to  spare  tha  money  rcqaircd  by  thi«  meaaore.  I 
am  not  for  giving  away  oar  money  aotil  we  have 
paid  off  onr  nauoaal  debt.  We  owe  one  hundred 
raillions  of  dollara,  together  with  a  large  amoODl 
of  private  claims,  and  when  ibey  are  paid,  and 
we  bare  more  mooey  in  the  Tmeary,  than  wa 
know  what  to  do  with,  I  sball  have  no  objeeiimi 
to  let  it  be  expended  in  the  mtaoec  propoacd, 
under  a  Cotutitnliontl  amendmaat ;  but,  at  piee- 
ent,  I  think  the  nation  would  be  more  benefllcd 
by  ibia  money  remaining  in  the  Treasury,  than 
uy  use  it  could  be  pat  to  foi  iaieraal  im{Vorfr 
meat.  The  greaieat  improvement  of  the  nation 
would  be  to  fill  its  coneri.  Let  our  tmpiove- 
nent,  like  charity, 'begin  at  home.  Never  let  us 
Torget  tb«  siraiia  we  were  put  to  last  war  for 
want  of  money,  and  wbico  drove  ibie  nation 
lo  the  very  biiolc  of  ruin.  We  don't  know  how 
loon  «B  may  be  involved  io  aoother.  1  think 
it  behoovea  us  to  improve  and  to  take  ear*  of 
Dur  resoureee,  and  b«  always  ready  fur  the  worai. 
ki  any  rate,  we  should  be  just,  before  we  are 
^e&erouH,  for,  beside*  the  oatianal  debt,  there  are 
private  claiou  on  yotu  table  to  an  iaealenlahle 
mount,  and  if  only  a  competitively  small  per- 
lion  of  them  are  allowed,  it  will  makB  a  aanii- 
ble  dimiDution  of  the  balance  in  the  Treaanry. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tooua) 
seems  to  apprehend  a  great  deal  of  diSeoliy 
about  the  duposal  of  oui  lorplu*  money.  If  be 
will   only  wait  until   the  ena  of  the  sesMoa,  1 

Somiaa  bim  an  end  of  his  dificultiee  on  thai  hand, 
ur  condnet  pnt*  me  in  mind  of  the  Eiaya  of 
Sweden  and  Denmark,  when,  an  Islaad  ruing 
up  between  tbam,  each  claimed  it,  and  after  note* 
ot  dreadful  preparation  between  them  lo  decide 
the  title  by  arm*,  the  ialand  sunk  into  the  cea 
again-  Although  this  treasure  i*  now  floating 
tbore  tbe  surface  of  the  Tteaaary,  yet  will  it  b^ 
fore  long  be  swallowed  up  to  the  unfatliomable 
t[ulf  of  private  claim*.  Three  Prendaots  have 
labored  under  the  *ame  diffianlty  with  the  gea- 
ileman  from  Virginia,  and  have  reeommeaded  a 
similar  disposition  of  onr  moaejr,  but  the  House 
soon  found  there  was  no  neeeiaily  for  torturing 
their  ingeaniiy  on  that  head.    We  buve  maiM 


dreadful  blow*  aimed  at  the  Treasnrv,  which 
miMcd  it  by  a  hair's  breadth.  And  there  ai« 
new  before  OS  two  claim*  alone,  which, if  allowed, 
will  make  a  huge  void  ipsee  in  its  vanlis  of  at 
least  OHe-foarlh  of  their  oapMity.  1  think  it  the 
best  policy  to  wait  and  see  if  we  have  any  money 
to  dispose  of,  before  we  fall  out  about  the  method 
of  disposing  of  it.  For  if,  after  several  day*'  co»- 
tentioD,  it  sbonld  be  decided  in  favor  of  the  gentle 
man's  proposition,  the  unwelcome  inleUTgence 
should  arrive,  Ibai  the  oause  of  onr  dispute*  had 
diiappearedjitwoald  be  placing  us  in  rather  a  Indt- 
erooa  sltutlioo.  Therefore,  having  donbta  as  to 
the  constitutionality  of  the  resolutions,  and  beta* 
certain  of  their  inexpediency,  I  am  conatraiaea 
to  vote  against  them. 

Bir.  JoMia,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  confaated 
that  it  wa>  with  the  high**t  degree  of  difidenea 
thai  he  ventnred  to  expteas  an  oninioa  npoi  a 
snbjeet  of  *o  maeh  importaoee  as  that  now  ondw 
con*ideratioa,  and  mwe  ^tiealarly  whea  that 
opinion  wa*  at  varieaee  with  the  opioian  nl  ves 
of  age  and  experieaeei  and  who,  he  had  ao  doi^ 
were  deeiriy  skilled  in  the  ■cienee  of  polilioe. 
But,  Mid  n«,  if,  by  the  adoption  of  this  reaMMion, 
the  eitiaea*  of  thi*  Government  are  to  be  clad  ia 
aackeloth  and  ashe*,  as  ha*  been  stated  by  tka 
honorable  geotlemaB  from  Virpnia,  if  nM^ 
but  sigh*  and  groans  are  to  be  luaid  in  Iha  laid, 
1  think  it  b«l  mere  justice  that  I  sboold  aHMe  10 
Ihe  world  the  reasons  which  have  indnoed  m* 
to  give  a  role  fraoght  with  anch  direful  ooaae> 


1  feel  convinced,  sir,  that  if,  in  examintag  thia 
qaestton,  we  shall  ch»elv  adhere  lo  the  deelared 
object  of  the  ConsttiauoB,  and  to  the  aitielea 
tbcraof,  deiegating  the  power  whereby  that  ob* 
jeot  is  10  be  effected,  we  shall  have  but  little 
diffieolty  in  coming  to  the  coooluaea  that  Coa* 
gTesahMthepowerwhiahwecoateadfor.  Wha^ 
then,  sir,  is  the  deelared  object  of  the  fomatioa' 
of  this  Coasiiiution  1    We  have  it  in  the  vocda 


of  the  framcn  thereof  themselves:  "to  fiwrn  a 
■  more  perfect  union,  to  establish  jostioe,  to  insHN 
'  doma*tictnwqaillitr,to  provide  foe  tliaeoiaMOB 
'  defenea  and  pneral  welGuc  and  to  saewe  tha 
'  Ueadng*  of  liberty  to  oaraalves  and  to  our  poao 
'terity.''  Having  ihns  deelared  to  us  what  thmr 
o^eet  waa  in  framing  the  CoastitntioB,  aad  keqi- 
iag  ateadtly  before  their  eyes  the  objeot  of  ikie 
intaoded  compaet  in  the  Bth  seeiion  of  the  fliM 
article  Iberaof,  they  declare  that  Congrete  shall 
have  power  to  lay  aad  ccrflaet  taxes,  dntiat^  la- 
poMs.  and  excises;  to  pay  the  debts  aad  provida 
—  the  common  defence,  and  geasral  veliare  of 


Ihe  United  Suiea. 
Whai,  sir,  is  intended 


<  be  meant  by  thee* 


general  expresiions  "  to  provide  for  the  eommoa 
defenee  and  general  welfare?"  Il  ia  coaleaded 
(and  I  think  correctly  too)  that  no  separate  and 
dislinet  grant  of  power  was  thereby  intandad,  bob 
that  the  maaon  ia  which  the  mone^  to  be  raiaaa  • 
by  the  laxation,  immediately  previonsly  spekea 
of,  should  be  expended,  wa*  ihoreby  pointed  enk 
Then,  sir,  this  part  of  the  Constitutioa  vwJd 
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speak  this  lanrasgv:  Contrreu  ahall  bare  power 
to  l»j  and  collect  tazet,  du^  for  tke  purpoM  of 
proTtding  for  ihe  eommoD  aefenoe  anil  general 
weUare  of  the  naiion.  And  it  Is  furtber  eoo- 
tandcd  [and  which  I  alto  admit  to  be  correct) 
Ibal  ihe  manner  in  which  Congrew  u  to  provide 
for  lh«  coniDioii  defence  and  general  wel&re  ' 


\e  Mme  MciioB  of  the  Coneiliuiion,  bf  raiaiog 
and  npportiag  ar<iiie4  decliring  and  proeeeuiing 
war,  dte.  Thut  far,  sir,  we  teem  well  to  a^ree; 
tat,  when  we  come  to  inquire  «■  to  ibe  inciden- 
tal powers  neceuatf  to  he  exercited— ^sereiting 
iheea  ipeeified  power^-we  differ  widely.  Those 
who  dcDT  to  CoDgreis  the  power  to  opea  roads 
aad  eanali;  to  clear  the  channel*  of  rirerc,  &c^ 
denjr  it,  becaoM,  the^  taf,  it  i«  not  absolntelf  ne- 
eeasarr  in  the  eierciee  of  any  speciBed  power, 
but  that,  when  that  abcolute  neaeniiy  does  ezlit, 
a«  when  war  actually  cxiita,  and  a  taperior  force 
u  at  your  heels,  you  may  make  a  road  whereby 
yoa  may  effect  your  eKape,  (and,  I  snppoae,  they 
wovld  add,)  if  yon  bare  time  to  do  eo.  This 
moN  than  uriei  method  of  conitrniog  the  Coo- 
atitntion,  sir,  wnnld,  it  Meats  to  me,  render  it  en- 
tiidy  inefleotnal.  Let  as  test  thi«.^mode  of  con- 
•troetioQ  npoo  the  Mcliofl  before  alloded  to.  W« 
all  agree  toet  ibe  different  parte  of  the  eighth 
aection,  taken  in  eoanezion,  may  be  correcity 
aonalrited  tDBiean  that  Congrenjihalt  have  power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  datie^  inposis,  and 
aaises,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  com- 
mon defanee  and  general  welfare,  which  ihalt  be 
done  in  the  manner  heieaAct  speoiSed,  towil: 
by  raising  and  supporting  armies,  Ae,  Now,  sir, 
Ut  me  h<dd  iboee  gentlemen  to  this  meijiod  of 


fcave  no  dotibt,  will  admit,  if,  by  the  Conslito- 
Uoa,  we  are  required  to  raise  and  support  amies; 
aad  Ibe  means  by  which  Congrsaa  is  to  |Moenre 

»r  to  raita  and  aapport  thcae  armies  are 
f  pointed  oat,  that  no  other  iBeans  oan 

MtA  to.    If  the  Contiiintioii  has  declared, 

aa  we  all  admit  it  hap,  that  Congress  shall  bare 
power  to  Jay  and  eotlaet  lazes,  duties,  impoels, 
and  excises;  and  that  this  money  la  lo  be  axpcnded 
in  providing  for  the  common  defence  and  yenerai 
Wellara^  by  raisjiig  and  snpponing  armies,  for 
one  thioK,  I  ask  whether,  aceording  to  this 
method  of  oonstniclion,  Congress  can  appropri- 
ate money  procured  io  any  other 'manner  to  the 
raising  and  mpporiing  of  armies?  What,  then, 
sir,  is  she  to  do  with  the  money  which  she  is  au- 
thotixed  to  borrow  on  ibe  credit  of  the  Uniiod 
States?  She  cannot,  nccording  to  this  mode  of 
eoDstntetion,  apply  one  dollar  ol  it  to  ibe  support 
of  her  armies,  because  this  money  Is  neither  [ito- 
euted  by  laying  and  collecting  isxei,  duties,  im- 
posts, nor  ezeise.  Sir,  this  method  of  conslruo- 
lion  would  make  of  the  Constitution  a  perfect 
akeletoo.  When  we  ate  thus  construitig  the 
Constitution,  sir,  we  Icae  sight  of  the 


It  the  great  objects  of  the  formation  of  this  Cun- 
•titution.  Tke  wise  framen  of  this  instrument 
were  aware  that  there  wen  certain  general  pow- 


ers necessary  to  the  exielenee  of  «nf  pAfiecl    | 

body.    These  powers  (<»  such  of  tb^mastlitf 

thought  necessary  to  the  esislenco  of  this  poUu- 

e«l  body)  they  granted;  but,  sir,  it  was  impoasi- 

btefor  the  framers  of  the  Constiiatioo  ibeala 

sec,  or  to  point  ont.  all  ihe  incidental  txmn 

':h  mighi4>e  necessary  to  be  exereiaea  in  a- 

liag  t nose  general  powers.     A  power  w« 

ited  to  the  Congreet  of  the  Uuitea  Stales  u 

declare  war,  but  baa  the  Constitotion  poinied  on 

tbe  manner  iu  which  this  war  ahall  be  proseea. 

ledl    Has  it  declared  whether,  in  pnneeatiet 

Congrest  shall  he  authorized  to  ordn 


the  euilingof  roads,  making  canals,  dining  welli; 
or  levelling  mountains,  either  of  which  may  be> 
come  absolntely  necessary  in  preparing  tor,  or 


proeeeuiing  a  war.  From  whence,  I  would  ask, 
do  we  derive  Ibe  power  to  make  rmds  in  lime  of 
war  7  We  derive  it  from  the  Consiilation.  How 
is  it  granted  1  Simply  by  aniboriziflg  d>  Io  de- 
clare war;  for,  I  suppose,  it  will  be  gRoied  cbmt, 
when  war  actually  exists.  Congress  his  the  power 
to  make  roads  through  any  State  in  the  UBioa, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  marehing  our  armies  to  any 
point  where  tbeir  serTices  may  be  necessary. 
Well,  sir,  if  Congress  be  authorized  to  raise  and 
svpport  armies  for  the  purpose  of  proriding  for 
the  common  defence,  and  that,  for  toe  purpose  of 
makinc  those  armies  efficient,  she  may  do  this  ia 
time  of  war,  I  would  ask  why.  in  times  ^peacc,  w« 
shoald  not  do  what,  in  times  of  war,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  doT  Sir,  have  we  not  all,  nay,  baa  not 
all  tbe  world,  asserted  this  axiom,  tha^  in  times 
of  peaee,  weshoaldprepareforwar?  And  trbat, 
I  would  ask,  do  genllcoen  intend  to  mean  bf 
these  expressions,  or  this  axiom  ?  Do  they  mean 
ibcrehy  that,  in  times  of  peace,  we  sboald  lay 
and  collect  taxes'?  Do  they  mean,  thereby,  that 
we  should  fill  the  Treasury!  I  auppoae  not.  De 
they  roestn,  thereby,  that.  In  the  words  of  the 
ConstitutioD,  we  shonld  hare  a  well-orBaaized 
milltial  This,  I  suppose,  for  one  thing,  ifaey  d« 
mean;  but,  sir,  shall  we  hetold,althongn  wemar 
have  armies  of  militia,  at  all  times  aMe  sod  wit- 
t lag  to  protect  our  liberties,  that  we  have  not  tbe 


power  ta  provide  the  means  whereby  those  armies 

"ay  act  efficiently,  by  opening  roads  i~' '" 

id  by  clearing  (he  efaannels  of  r 


It  and  eaaala. 


they  may  be  marched  or  transported  from  one 
point  of  the  Union  to  another,  and  whereby  the 
maaus  of  subsistence  may  be  afforded  them,  when- 
ever thdr  services  may  be  necessaryl  Is  it,  I 
would  ask,  air,  thus  necessary,  in  times  of  peaec^ 
to  prepare  for  war!  Upon  this  subject,  let  me 
refer  gentlemen  to  tbe  ex|>erience  which  the  last 
war  has  afforded  us;  let  roe  inviie  their  aiientioa 
to  tbe  North;  tee  there  our  armies  naked  aad 
starving,  without  a  shoe  to  sepaiale  their  feet 
from  the  frozen  earth  or  snows;  without  a  teat 
to  sbield  them  from  tbe  storm ;  and  add  to  this 
the  want  frequently  ofa  morsel  of  bread  to  satisfy 
a  craving  appetite;  and,  sir,  when  our  armies 
were  frequently  snatched  almost  from  tbe  jaws 
of  dcatraetion  by  a  partial  supply,  what  did  it 
coat  us  7  or  rather,  air,  what  would  it  have  cost 
us,  if  the  faeitilies  of  Iranaportatian  and  convey- 
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■Bce  had  bMB  prcTionalr  iltciMltd  io7  Bir,  I 
will  TSBtare  to  mjt,  tlut,  for  mnl  of  tbeae  hcili- 
lies  dating  tbe  lul  war,  we  h«T«  losr  budj  of 
Lbs  lirea  of  oar  eitizeiN,  aad  millions  of  onr 
iDoner.  Bnt,  lir,  if  (his  wilt  not  loffiM  to  ihow 
that  it  is  that  neeeaMrr  lo  pre|Mre  for  a  atale  of 
war,  let  roe  inrn  your  attention  to  the  Wett; 
took,  sir,  at  lite  map  of  ibe  United  Staiet;  aee 
wbal  inealealable  adraiitagei  we  ihoald  derire, 
riewed  in  a  martial  or  commereial  aspeei,  from 
theeleariag  of  ttw  cbamiel  of  the  ainglerivtr 
TniBMace,  and  eoitlng  a  canal  between  ihe  wa- 
ter* tbareof  and  tbe  waten  of  the  Tombigbee 
rirat.  Bir,  in  tiniea  of  war,  alibongfa  root  wbole 
•oniharo  eoatt  ahoald  be  in  a  elate  of  rifforou 
Uo«kade,  yoa  emM,  on  jom  ioathera  bordera,  be 
enabled  to  uiinion  your  arAfei  by  eomnaodiog 
the  reMDree*  of  North  Carolina,  yirginia,  Penn- 
■ylraoia,  New  York,  Ohio,  Keotnekr,  and  Ten* 
Dcaaee.     What  would   be  < 


H.orR. 


wera  blockaded,  onr  armiei  wotiM  aooa  eoaqaer 
ihemeelvea;  thoy  woald  be  driTan  back  for  tbe 
want  of  anppliea. 

But,  eir,  there  ii  aBoibaT  imporianl  effeet  to  be 
prodgeed  by  ihie  ivatcm  of  iaiental  improre- 
neni,  whereby  will  be  afforded  to  the  eitisene  of 
the  UDJied  States  tbe  meatii  itf  traaepoiting  to 
market  tha  prodnctioni  of  the  lotl  |  open  roadi, 
:nt  eanala,  elaar  the  chaDnela  of  rirere,  and  yon 
iSbrd  faeilitiei  to  commerce,  give  tiimnlai  lo 
inddetry,  tbe  effect  of  which  will  be  individual 
ind  aaiional  wealth.  But  we  are  told  that  thi« 
would  be  infringing  on  Slate  right*.  With  due 
lefervoee  to  tbe  opinion  of  ihoee  who  think  in 
;hie  way,  1  beg  leave  to  tute,  that  they  aeem  to 
aa  in  eoBfooDd  the  thing  to  be  done,  with  (be 
Bonna  of  doing  it,  or  the  manner  in  which  it 
(ball  be  done.  Let  roe  itlnstrata  ihia  idea.  Bir, 
idnit  that,  in  timet  of  peace,  we  ehoold  prepare 
for  war,  and  to  do  thi*  we  find  it  neceaeary  to 
ipen  road*  and  cut  canal*;  bat,  on  exiroiaBiion 
a  the  Conatilntion,  we  find  that  we  cannot  pro- 
:ead  in  tbi*  manner,  beeaaae  the  Siaiee  have  ab- 
loIgM  dominion  of  ibeaoil;  thall  we  itop  here; 
ihall  w«  atop  abort,  with  a  apade  in  one  hand, 
Mtd  lh«  CooBtitation  in  ih*  oiher,  and  exelaim, 
my  eoaniry,  I  would  provide  for  iby  defenee,  box 
(  un  foitarcd,  I  nm  ina&aelad  by  (hi*  Cooititn- 
[ion?  I*  there  no  other  method  by  which  itroay 
M  done,  than  by  taking  forcible  noMcaiion  of  the 
mil  of  (be  Biatca'?  Sappoee  Congree*  ahould 
lak  th«  leave  of  tbe  State*  to  do  ao,  and  nppoee 
Jtat  liberty  be  granted  i  I  (baold  iben  like  lo 
tDOw  what  article  in  tbe  Conaliintion  it  ia,  that 
would  prevent  the  Oeneral  Oovernmrat  from 
noeeediBg.  Sir,  let  the  voie  of  thb  Honea  be 
wbat  it  may  on  the  preeeni  oeeaeion,  I  aniiaipaie 
witb  pleaaore  the  arrival  of  ibal  bappy  period, 
when  tbe  efiecu  of  inch  internal  iroprovemeols 
i>  we  deaire  thall  be  rcalfxed  by  the  ciiixeni  of 
hia  OoTemment,  not  only  in  the  faciliiie*  which 
ihall  be  offered  to  commerce  and  routnal  Inter- 
ioarae,  bnl  when,  aa  a  neceuary  conaequence 
;h«t«wilh,  we  ahnll  behold  the  growth  and  pn«- 


■arily  of  onr  now  infant  aiid^ttroggling  roanu- 
uctnrea ;  when,  in  lime*  of  war,  the  fkreaet  eball 
not  be  compelled  to  depend  on  foreign  roarkeic 
for  tbe  aale  of  thoie  articles,  by  whicli  alone  ho 
can  raise  tbe  money  to  pay  the  taies,  whiek 
mast  (hen  neeesaarily  be  demanded  of  biro,  bat 
when,  from  hi*  own  door  almoet,  be  shall  be  en- 
abled lo  waft  (0  tbe  marke(,  which  hie  own  coun- 
try *halt  afford  him,  whatever  i*  hi*.  Sir,  i' 
wontd  hail  thu  illustrion*  period  ai  the  harbin- 
ger to  our  still  greater  naral  grahdeur  and  naval 
glory.  Bir,  we  have  enough  of  the  worid  of 
our  own,  why  shoald  we  be  dependent  on  for- 
eign States  or  foreign  Powera,  even  for  the  neeaa- 
•aries  of  life  1  Why  I*  it,  sir,  that  tbe  Atlantis 
margin  alone  of  this  vast  continent  i*  fringad 
with  commercial  cilie*  lookinjr  a*  it  were  to  (ho 
State*  of  Europe  for  their  dauy  bread  ;  learing 
behind  them  a  continent  vast  in  extent,  fertile  as 
man  could  wish,  ichabited  by  an  ingeaiou*,  in- 
telligent, and  vigorous  race  of  men,  prodooing 
from  their  farm*  the  very  materials  of  which  (h« 
articles  are  composed,  which  are  tepnrcbaaed  by 
thoae  cities  from  the  hands  of  the  Bonpeaa 
mannlaeiarar  1  It  is  for  want  of  this  internal 
improvement— it  it  for  want  of  the  foctering 
hand  of  the  Oenenl  GovernmeuL  Why,  lir,  in 
a  country  of  so  rait  exien(,  watered  wiib  streamt 
almost  la  every  vale^  upon  (fas  mar^n  of  eaek 
of  which  nature  hat  formed  her  rioheet  toilt 
why,  sir,  does  aanght  from  these  tlreamt  ateall 
the  ear,  bat  tbe  hollow  sounding  of  the  cascade, 
or  the  cry  of  the  winged  family  that  feed  apoit 
the  inhabitant*  of  (he  stream  f  It  it  for  the 
want  of  (his  improvement— it  is  for  the  want  of 
the  fostering  band  of  the  General  Qovsrnment. 


can  bid  the  toundi  of  aiteama  be  drowned  by  the 
cheeriag  notes  of  the  sportive  rowers;  sbsalons 
can  bid  village*  and  ciiiee  ri*a  on  tha  margin  of 
tboae  stream*,  where  the  lieh  production*  of  the 
toil  shall  be  maaofaciarcd  for  the  use  and  com- 
fort of  ihoss  who  supply  the  maonfacturera  wilk 
bread  and  all  their  raw  material*.  Then,  air, 
with  delight  (hoald  we  behold  (he  streamt  whisk 
now  idly  glide  from  their  sources  to  the  ocsaa, 
sporting  alone  with  (he  wreck  of  age  or  timo 
upon  their  sarfase,  groan  beneath  tbe  weight  i^ 
lh«  productions  of  their  (iHer  element.  Then, 
(ir,  every  sail  which  should  be  descried  in  ou 
horiioa,  shoald  not  bespeak  an  arrival  from  toma 
distant  port;  bnt  sail*  ibould  be  deieried  before 
tho  streams  that  bear  them.  Sir,  we  do  not  ca- 
peet  (hat  in  a  day  or  year,  or  in  many  years,  wa 
shall  be  enabled  to  perfect  this  happy  state  of 
things;  but  let  us  now  begin  it,  and  leave  it  to 
be  finished  bj  posterity. 

Mr.  CoLTTON,  of  Virginia,  said,  had  he  been 
so  foriunaie  as  to  gain  the  attention  of  iba 
Chair,  he  had  wiihed  to  ezpreis  hi*  opinion  <w 
(hit  imporunt  subject,  at  an«arlier  period  of  Ihe 
debate ;  but,  harins  failed  in  hit  wiihes,  he  thoaM 
not  now  rise  but  lor  (he  purpose  of  Btreagthen- 
ing,  by  some  further  suggeaiioat,  the  view  of  tha 
CensiutHion  jutt  taken  by  tka  gaotleman  ftoa 
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Tranenee.  H«  ipoold  eoiKne  bii  obMrratioBs 
•0  ibit  poiat  alone,  ■nd  wenU  be  ■■  coaeiH  bs 
poMible.  Tbe  Prwident,  in  recommeDdiDf  ihit 
the  power  to  make  rokds  and  «diU  ihomd  be 
giren  to  the  Qeneral  GoTerDmeal,  bjr  ao  an^Dd- 
ment  to  (he  CoDaiitatioa,  admit*  that  this  ia  prop- 
erly a  federal  power,  aad  ibat  its  eserciiei  far 
fhim  being  daoi^eroBi,  (as  urf^ed  bf  some  geotle- 
■len  with  lo  much  2eal,)  wonid  pealty  conduee 
10  the  general  welfare.  Tbii  being  admitted,  let 
Vg  examine  the  Conititution  bf  the  rnlM  of  eon- 
■trnctioD  uaaallf  applied  lo  such  intlnimeDti,  to 
see  whether  ihia  power,  lo  proper  to  the  General 
QoTernment,  so  important  lo  the  iniereeta  of  the 
nation,  as  to  require,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Preii- 
deal,  an  alteraijon  in  the  ConttitniioD  itself,  has 
reaJlf  beeik  withheld  from  Dt. 

Oar  GoTemmeot,  ai  leait,  (and  perhape  all 
oihen^)re»uupoD  ihia  grealprioeiple— tfaeco■' 
lDon  iatereat  and  general  welfare  of  the  gov- 
erned. It  i«  a  rale  of  eonsliuclion,  ibal  allgnsta 
made  for  the  benclit  of  a  pariieolarpartr  aoald 
be  eoBaimed  libenll;,  ao  aa  lo  efiectnate  thai 
benefit.  Now  the  granta  of  power  In  oar  Oob- 
Kiiotioo  pnrportinc  to  be  made  for  the  eommon 
defence  and  geiwrnl  welfare  of  tbie  people  tboee 
wfaieb  relate  to  tbe  eneoufagemeot  of  eommeree, 
OT  the  defence  of  the  eommnniir,  are  emitlad  to 
thii  liberality  of  eonetraetion.  Ai  it  ia  adnit- 
led,  ibeo,  br  the  Pretideot,  that  tbii  power  would 
verjr  properly  attach  to  ibe  Ocoeial  Qorem- 
meat,  and  if  poBseated  by  ibam  woald  greaUy  eon- 
dsee  10  Ibe  neu  iniereau  of  the  naiioa,  it  leiulta, 
tbai,  ia  examining  the  CoDUitation  for  this  pow- 
er, a  preiumptioa  shoiiid  ariie,  faToraUe,  rather 
than  loimieal,  to  iti  exiaience.  Let  u  then  pro- 
eeed  to  examine  ibe  powen  granted  bf  the  Con- 
•liiotion,  to  aee  whether  tbii  power  of  making 
road*  and  oanala  be  fairly  dedoeible  from  any  of 
the  spceified  powerf,  remembering  only,  that,  aa 
tbe  Meuage  admile  ite  beocfieial  operation  on 
the  inteicelaof  tbe  Union,  aceotding  to  ihe  rnle 
of  GooetrnctioD  jost  atated,  at  leaal,  no  pieinmp- 
lioo  AoaU  be  admitted  aMiut  it. 

Tbe  pteemUe  to  tbe  Conatiiniion  is  impor- 
UOI,  aa  abowing  the  ends  for  which  the  people 

Knied  lo  the  General  Government  tbe  power* 
-ain  coniaiaed. 

The  first  of  theae  ia,  to  "  form  a  more  perfect 
OBioB."    The  lepdeaey  of  the  poi 


roade  and  canali  to  promote  ihia  object,  has  been 
■o  ably  dcTcloped  by  other  gentlraacn,  ihit  it 
will  be  only  neoeaaaty  to  allude  to  another  role 


of  conMraction,  vis.,  that  where  ilw  inlaniof  the 
pMties,  in  making  a  grant,  or  estering  into  an 

Sreemeat,    ia    clearly  eMerUiaed,   ihat  Inlnt 
onld   be  effeciQBted  if   poeaible^   by  any  fair 
cODatiuclion  of  the  inittnment. 

In  the  eighth  leciion  of  the  firtt  article  we  find, 
thai  "Congresa  ahall  have  power,  firat,  lo  lay 
'  and  collect  tazea,  duties,  impostt,  and  exotaei ; 
'  to  pay  tbe  dcble  aad  provide  for  the  common 
'  defence  and  nneraL  welfare  of  the  United 
'  States."  Mr.  C.  laid  that  many  different  oon- 
Hractions  of  thia  article    prevailed,  whish   he 


clear,  that  the  coDatruelion  joat  pot  Aimm  \i  by 
the  renijeman  from  TenneaKe,  vix  :  tMt  iins 
a  snMantive  grant  of  power  to  Coafreaa,  B|ia 
aeverat  sobjecti,  and,  among  olhera^  tojnrifc 
for  ihe  general  defenoe,  was  correct.  Bat,nj 
gentlemen,  "  No.  For  then  ibe  aobMqaent  ean- 
meratjon  of  aach  speeifte  powers  as  thoee  to  niK 
and  iopport  armies,  provide  a  navy,  Ac.,  woeU 
have  been  unnece88ary,aa  clearly  appoiaiaing it 
tbe  power  of  providing  for  the  eomnoa  defence.^ 
The  frieodv  and  enemiea  of  the  reaolmioa  bdwe 
thing,  vix: 


yon  agree,  ai 


will  reader  each 


eonairaetion  ahall  be  civen  the  CanaiitBtion  » 

finer 
do  they  not  percttve,  that  by 


and  Gondalmi  wiih 


their  eonstraction,  they  destroy  the  whole  opera- 
tion of  this  firat  chsae,  joatlc  »  oat  of  place,  and 
ncntraliae  iu  elTect*  %  siirely,  iben,  if  any  other 
fair  consiructioa  will  recMKile  tUa  diKeniif,  and 
make  each  part  operative,  and  coaudeat  with 
the  whole,  it  sboufd  be  preferred  by  ihia  «o»- 

To  do  thin,  he  wontd  inquire  if  them  wck  no 
other  powera  neeeaBuy  for  the  defenee  of  a  o^ 
tion  than  those  inctudea  in  the  powers  of  gran^ 
log  letiera  of  marqne  aad  repnsol,  raising  and 
anKKnting  aimiaa,  providing  a  navy,  ormaniBg, 
arming,  and  diseiplioiag  the  miliiia,  ealliM  ihaa 
into  aerviee,  ana  providing  aneaais  7  Etardy 
there  are.  Per  inaianec ;  it  is  an  uaoai  maaa  of 
defence  to  provide  proper  military  inalroetiaa 
for  ihoM  who  are  to  hold  coniaisHooa  in  you 
aimiea ;  a  meaa  not  specified  is  aay  of  ibo  «■«• 
Derated  powers,  bat  which  we  have  wia^r  at- 
tempted to  provide  by  our  Academy  at  Wtat 
Point.  Again,  where  ia  itae  power  of  oaioc  ia 
war,  the  asaistaaoe  of  peraoni  other  than  ooi  ows 
subject^  and  not  constitutine  a  part  of  ovr  rego- 
lar  Army?  Yet  thia  power  has  always  been  cz- 
ercbed  as  neeesaary  to  the  common  deTeaee,  in 
emi^oyiog  oamerous.parlie*  of  Indiana  with  our 
armies.  Other  inaianoes  might  beaddaeed  were 
the  Committee  not  already  ezhanated  t^  the 
l^gth  of  this  debate.  But  let  na  appir  iteas 
obaer  vaiiooi  to  thia  aection.  The  general  powor 
of  providing  for  the  common  define*  ia  craatidi 
then,  ia  thia  aa  in  several  other  parts  <tf  tha  Co^ 
stituiion ;  for  greater  security,  apeei&ed  pawci^ 
qontained  in  the  geaeral,  ate  eaumerated;  tW 
eSeet  of  the  whole  ia,  that  the  tpecifieaiaoa  ecr- 
lainly  conveya  the  particolar  power,  while  the 
general  grant  conveya  all  other  powers  necea 
sary  to  Ihe  common  defence,  not  eoatuaod  in 
iboee  paniciiUra,0rQotforbiddeii  to  baaxareisoL 
Thusi  by  this  coMUuciion  of  the  Ceaaiitatioa 
everv  part  is  nwda  lo  aisnd  censistcBily  with  the  ' 
whole;  each  pari  beeomea operative ;  no  partis 
degraded  into  a  nnllityj  and,  withoui  it,  all  the 
operiiions  of  Government,  iu  time  of  war,  wooU 
beclogged  wiih  ionamembte diScaltiee.  Agoia: 
in  w^t  other  part  of  the  Coostitation  ia  the 
power  lo  lay  and  c^ect  taxes,  Scie.1  It  ia  net 
denied  that  this  section  conveys  this  power;  and 
by  what  fair  rule  of  eonairttclion  do  gentlaiDea 
undertake  to  garble  ibis  olauae.  to  make  oite  part 
of  it  operative,  and  to  deay  all  eSeei  to  aoeiMi 
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eontaJDcd'  Id  predMlr  the  moe  words?  Other 
g«Dtlen)eo  coasirne  this  section  as  if  it  we 
wrilteD  :  "  Congren  shall  have  the  power  to  pi 
Tide  for  the  common  dereocc,  Ac.,  by  la;iat[  and 
coUeciing  taxes,"  Ax.  But,  not  to  meoiton  thai 
this  would  K^Qire  a  difierCDl  arraDgetnent  of  the 
whole  seDtcDce,  it  would  be  liable  lo  the  objec- 
tioa  bafore  urged,  *iz:  that,  in  a  point  of  such 
iafioila  inpottaace  a*  the  eommon  defence,  you 
would  debar  the  Qorernmeet  from  some  of  the 
most  oTdinarv  and  proper  means  of  teeutiog  it. 

Mr.  C.  saia  h«  had  eDdearored  to  show,  that 
tke  firat  oknaa  of  lb«  ai|^  M«tioB  of  the  ^l 
srticle  ooaiaui)  k  aabetaallTa  gtsnt  of  power  to 


f  tbtt  atrentb  elwua,  all  poi 
■nd  pivmer  for  vtnjiag  into  eflect  titj  of  ihe 
■paeinta  povcn,  are  aEio  fiaited ;  lint  it  all 
powers  Decessary  mai  proper,  pcoTidlOg^for 
iBMt  defoDB^  BT*  gn»ui  to  Oomiiifc  It 
becomes  proper  to  aseetiaia  the  pneiM  Bauiu 
of  th«a«  wordt)  "naeeanrT  and  psopar."  And 
BUrely  bo  gtoilaiBeti  will  aonleDd  that  tkaj 
abowd  bo  a*  eaHHiDed,  m  that  tiM  grant  f€s»M« 
■peoifia  power  would  bteoiae  RugBtory,  before 
amy  awwcr  rtwiting  from  thia  aareateeMh  elvaea 
SQUU  bo-oonatiiiMioaalljrneed';  ar,  as  if  the  wwd 
abtohUh/  hftd  beea  prctscd  to  Uie  word  DMeo- 
Mwy  1  But  I  beg  Ware  to  reier  the  Cni— lillia 
to  tba-  nuonifl^  of  Ckneral  Hamilion  on  iha 
■abJBcL  as  plaoiog  it  in  too  stroag  a  new  to  b* 
rmiated.  [Mr.  C.  heie  mt  kq  extiaet  fivm 
Oeaeral  Huailton's  report  od  the  eowritniim- 
alil3P  of  a  NatioMl  fiaok.]  This  reaaoDiag,  sir, 
ia  to  my  miad  eooelasive,  mod  folly  aetaUHhea 
that  tbe  wotd  nteeuary  is  here  to  be  takm,  not 
aa  if  "  abMluteljr"  were  preixe4,  but  ia  ite  eon- 
ntoo,  popular  accapiatioo,  of  highly  inporianL 
All  powers,  then,  highly  imporlaat  and  proper  lo 
iha  commoD  defe*ee,  are  hereby  granted  The 
qvMtioD,  tban,  ia  Iwanght  lo  this  pei&i;  is  it 
highly  imporMat  to  the  deftnee  of  tb«  natiM  that 
tbe  nation  itself  thoald  have  the  power  to  ereet 
Boilitary  mde  1 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  as  every  reiation  whieh  the 
taxtmtot  thia  moat  impoctani  power  coold  have 
upon  the  iacetesti  or  leetmty  of  the  <RKnnMaiiy 
baa  already  been  most  aUy  pnaealed  to  the  view 
of  llw  Oommitleo  by  gCBtlenen  wha  preceded 
me,  asd  a*  I  oaty  roee  to  soppoet  a  pertteatar 
eaoetnMUoo  of  the  Gonsttluiian,  I  will  aec  io- 
trade  open  tbaii  patieace,  faiigued,  aa  thcw  naei 
be,  with  iho  ■BDsnal  leogih  of  thia  diteiitsion,  by 
a  fepeiiiioD  of  viewe  already  before  tbem.  I 
*«nld  bricAy  observe,  however,  that  tba  ii*p«r- 
tanee  of  this  power,  as  ^  military  mearore,  hac 
been  naaaifeaied  by  theeianple  of  thoee  mrtieas 
most  emioeot  to  peace  and  In  war,  from  tbe  days 
of  the  Roman  Renoblie  to  those  of  Napolaoo 
and  Alexander  of  Raseia,  and  night  be  demon- 
stnted  by  the  history  of  our  own  ooaotry  dtiriag 
the  late  war,  did  noi  the  condMt  of  the  Prosi- 
dent,  in  direoiing  the  tnakisg  of  the  road  from 
Plaitsbarg  to  Sacketi's  Hatbor,  obviate  Ihe  neoea- 
■ily  of  such  further  proof. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  now  attempted  to  ihow; 
Ifitb  Con.  1st  Sesbv— 41 


thst  the  otifeets  declared  by  tbe  people,  in  the 
|>reomMe  to  the  Constitution,  to  have  been  tbe 
inducements  to  its  edopiioo,  would  be  most  eStwti' 
Daily  answered  by  tbe  eietoise  of  this  power  by 
Congress;  that  tbe  ConsliluliOR  had  gtanted 
(hem  a  distinct  substantive  power  to  provide  for 
the  common  defence ;  thel  tit  powers  Dighly  im- 
porUBt  to  the  exercise  of  this  sabsleativc  power, 
were  alto  granted ;  that  the  power  to  ereel  mHI- 
tary  roaih  was  highly  important  lo  the  driienne 
of  the  country,  and  that,  consequently,  it  conlj 
not,  by  a  fair  coostttiction  of  the  Constitution, 
be  withheld  from  Congress. 

Mt.  H.  IfELMif,  of  Virginia,  ihenieoktbeflaot 
against  tbe  report  and  rrsolations,  and  occupied 
it  till  nearly  sundown. 

Whea,  before  he  had  eoaeladed  his  remailt^ 
the  Cooimiitee  rose,  and  obtained  levve  to  ait 


TKnaaA,  MMch  12. 


iag  the  petition  of  Vloeente  Patot,  presenlei 
yesterday;.  After  staling  the  official  character  of 
the  petitioMr,  the  entry  proceeded  to  describe, 
briefly,  the  contents  of  the  petition,  and  particu- 
larly to  state  that  the  petitioner,  having  MM  In 
his  applkatien  to  the  President  for  redrese,  ap- 
plied  to  ODBgrees  for  relief. 

A  moihm-  wae  made  by  Hr.  PoiXDixrea,  to 
amend  the  Jenrnal,  by  striking  ont  that  part 
which  described  the  contents  of  the  petition.  Ta 
sttpport  of  this  motion  it  was  urged,  by  htm  and 
otnera,  that  the  petition,  not  having  been  received 


npon  the  Journal;  aa  was  ntutn  ;  Umt,  bysa'  ooing, 
pnUinity  was  given  throngh  the  Journals  of  tbe 


Uoote,  to  a  peiiijoa  of  eiceptioBaMe  charaMari 
and  that  it  was  anttciant  to  state  only  tha  ofieial 
denomlnaiien  of  the  petitioner. 


On  tba  Dibet  head,  it  was  eoatanded  that  tb« 
ayaa  and  noee  beiog  recorded,  it  was  ■cceMarytn 
state  so  mMh  of  the  petition  aa  had  beeK  in* 
serted,  in  order  to  show-  tke  groaads  om  whitll 
the  Hoaaa  acted  ;  ibai  tb*  ConatitBiien  rsqafring 
tbm  ayes-  md  mms  to  be  racardad^  rk*  nwure  •} 
the  qaestkM  ow  whltsh  Iker  voted  skaald-  t» 
oieaily  stated ;  tbtit  to  state  t»»alleilil  charaaiar 
of  the  jMiiioMr  WW  not  foAclent,  beeaose  the- 
appeat  tton  tb»  Bieeatln  me  a  grotmd'  ow 
whtab  proMriymmf  of  the  majority  bad'Totedj 
wfalle,  on  the  otber  haniK  the  claims  of  tbe  peti- 
tioner, which  CoDgresB  alone  coold  redress,  beiog 
the  grouod  on  which  some  of  the  minority  might 
have  voted,  oagtii  equally  to  be  stated. 

The  HoDse,  by  a  large    - 
moiion,  and  (bus 
on  Ihe  Jonrital. 


loaionty, 


reiruled  tbe 


sage  whieh  relates  to  roads,  eaaal^  and  seMiHt> 
riesof  learning,  epoa  the  sabject  of  tbe  Cm   "^ 
liad  road,  bs  teoomiBitted  to  the  said  eoBiw 
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•BdtkwBdt.WBiTBELOud  Mr.  Tuui  be  added 
lh<reto,  in  ibe  places  of  Mr.  Inobah  and  Mr. 
BroRBa,  who  are  abMDi  on  leave. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  beroie  the  Houte,  a  letter 
from  tbe  BeereMrT  of  War,  trB.nsmiitiDg>,  in  obe- 
dianca  to  a  rcMluLion  of  the  6ih  ul[imo,  a  state- 
tuiiIofbalaoeeiDoirdue,rrBpeiiiiTfly,  ffomsucb 
pe»an«,  now  or  heretofore  acting  ia  tbe  qvarict- 
matter's  and  paymastei'*  deparimenU,  whoce  ac- 
uaDla  bave  not  been  settled  for  the  period  of 
man  than  one  vear  previous  to  the  27tb  Decem- 
ber last ;  wbicn  waa  read  and  ord«red  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Tbe  SPU.KBB  aUo  laid  before  the  Hduec.  a  re- 
pott  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  peiiiion  of 
Thomas  Williams,  of  ibe  Iroauois  tiibe  of  Indians, 
raleired  to  him  on  tbe  13(b  of  January,  1818  ; 
whieb  was  read  and  ordered  10  lie  OD  the  table. 

Tbe  Sfeakek  also  laid  before  the  House  ano- 
tliN  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  con- 
formity to  tbe  aei  of  lOih  April,  1816,  "lo  pro' 
vide  for  persoiu  disable*  l>y  known  wounds 
raeeired  in  tbe  Revoiutionarr  war )"  which  was 
leferred  to  the  Committee  on  Peouonsand  Rer- 
olotionarf  Claims. 

Mr.  LowNOEs,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
aoid  Ueans,  reported  a  bill  relating  lo  duties  on 
foreign  merchandisej  which  was  read  twice, and 
eoouniited  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to- 
morrow- 
Mr.  LowRDES  alio  reported  a  bill  protidiog  for 
tbe  deposile  of  wiaes  and  distilled  spiiiia  in  )  "'' 
Ue  wareboDse»,  which  was  read  the  first  and 
oqdliine,aDd  comiaitted  to  tbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
tilled  an  act  regulating  (he  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  looiuige,  passed  the  3d  of  March, 
1799. 

TRAN8FBHS  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 
Mr.  LowRDBS,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
tnd  MeaiM,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolniion 
of  Ibe  1th  nitimo,  directing  an  inquiry  into  Ibe 
legality  of  iransfen  of  public  debt,  made  to  the 
Bank  of  tbe  Uiuied  Sutei,  lo  secure  the  pay- 
MCDt  of  loaai  made  to  them,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  fidlows ; 

"  n«t  they  do  DM  psicam  in  Ibe  WMde  or  prinei- 
plasaf  tbe  kw  inoorpenting  tbe  bank  »bj  naSDa  to 
eUect  •«  Ae  practice,  which  tbiy  nndsrstand  to  pn- 
wall  af  adnlwog  a>  a  aqbatitate  far  poaenal  Mouity 
that  which  icMilts  bom  ■  depcmie  of  stack,  wHh  a 
pewse  U  isU  it  whan  it  nay  be  .pecessty  to  enteee 
payment  of  ths  debt.  If  tbe  olB«taf  tbelswinlimit- 
inc  tbe  articles  in  which  tbe  bank  may  tiade  be  t« 
aacnra  to  the  mercantilB  communis  (be  Acilitiea  which 
aluge  bMiking  caprtal,  should  o&r,  tbii  practice  well 
conforms  to  such  >  design.  If  the  object  be  (sltboagb 
this  is  not  piobkble)  to  prevent  the  competition  of  Ibe 
bank  in  the  puichwe  of  stock,  end  ita  conse^nenl  en- 
ftaneauenl  in  price,  aJlhoogb  the  practice  may  pieTeot 
the  necesdty  of  some  m1«,  Ihi*  benefidsl  effect,  which 
■ay  sometimas  mitigile  tuiDmercisl  distress,  cannot 
be  objected  to  by  a  just  and  bamsne  Ooremment. 
Nor  oan  it  be  oineoted  to  the  practice  in  question  tbst 
it  asayeDaUe  the  bank  to  throw  into  &o  maifcet  a 
9Wait%  of  stock  wbidi  wonM  depress  its  valne,  since 


this  weald  be  to  ugnre  tbe  bank  as  well  aa  tbe  Ott*> 
enimant,  and  since  it  impUea  an  absolnle  powai  « 
dispose  of  tbe  property,  while  tbe  power  of  tlie  bank, 
is  eonaidsied  as  contingent  and  temporarj. 

"On  lbs  wbole,  tbe  committee  do  not  understand  the 
practice  to  be  one  which  giies  lo  tbe  bank  an  ioia^ 
■-  the  price  of  stock,  oi  an  opportunity  of  specnlaiiai 

its  nn  or  &1I.  It  is  substantially  a  security  whicb 
may  be  promptly  enforced — osafiil  to  the  merchant, 
whose  loans  it  (adUtatas,  and  lo  the  bank,  tHuMc  debts 

INTESHAL  IHPROVEMBNT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  tbe  iinGnish»d 
basiBCss  of  yeateiday,  and  again  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of*^  the  Whole,  on  the  reaoln- 
tions  OB  the  rabjeei  of  Interoal  improremeBt. 

Hr.  HmiB  Nblsoii  resnmed  tbe  remarks  which 
he  commenced  yesterday  against  the  resolutioBs, 
and  spoke  about  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Hr.  HBBcan,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  mMnmei 
tbe  Committee  as  fellows; 

It  is  not,  Mr.  Chairraan,  withaoi  extrene  re- 
laotanee,  taid  Mr.  H.,  that  I  rise  at  this  period  of 
the  day,  eihausted  as  must  be  tbe  atleaiion  of 
tbe  Committee,  to  mingle  in  a  much  protracted 
debate  tbe  feeble  accents  of  an  hmnble  roice.  1 
was  willing  to  sobmit  ibe  fate  of  tbe  resolntioat 
under  discassion  to  the  decision  of  the  Commii- 
tee,  after  the  able  argument  of  the  honorable 
member  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  LowitDra,) 
who  had  a  prior  title  to  the  floor,  as  well  as  to  tbe 
alteniion  of  tbe  Committee.  Tbe  field  of  debate 
has,  howeretj  been  rabsequenily  exieaded,  and 
sneh  obaimettons  have  been  thrown  in  our  vntf 
by  our  opponents,  and  es)>ecinlly  by  the  ardent 
zeal  of  our  laat  antagonist,  (Ur.  H.  Nblbos,) 
that  I  can  no  longer  reconcile  it  to  my  feelings 
to  pass  a  silent  Tote  upon  a  question  ao  impor- 
iBDt  to  the  proaperity  of  my  country. 

The  resointions,  taken  together,  present  to  our 
decision  this  inieresting  question :  Shall  the  snr- 
{dos  rercnae  of  ihe  United  States  be  applied, 
through  a  wall-digested  aystetn  of  inicntal  jm- 
prorement,  to  pcrpe  luste  tbe  duration  and  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  their  Union! 

Sir,  said  iu.  M»  ahovld  these  resolutions  be 
rejeettd,  the  chief  iBtereal  wbicb  I  feel,  in  my 
sntlan  upon  this  floor,  will  have  expired,  and  1 
shall  be  ready  to  surrender  to  my  consiitaenu  an 
boanr,  barren  of  enjoyment  to  me  beeanse  oa- 
piofilable  to  ihem.  If  I  cannot  be  allowed  to 
unite  my  zeal  to  iliat  of  my  associatce  in  ibis 
hall,  for  Ibe  adraucement  of  the  pablie  wel&re, 
in  the  only  practical  mode  which  >  siatc  of  pto- 
fooad  peace  leavn  open  to  our  industry,  1  bad 
rather  seek  mora  useful  occupation,  or  an  bum- 
btcr  field  of  lepslntioo.  I  csme  here  prepared 
lo  sacrifice,  upon  the  aliar  of  my  coantry,  all  my 
local  aitachmeniB,aDd  wbaterer  party  feelings, 
if  any,  yet  remained  in  my  breast.  I  hailed  with 
deligbt  the  arriral  of  a  period,  when  ihe  patriot- 
ism might  be  combined  with  the  wealth  of  the 
nation  to  ezall  its  prosperity  and  glory.  Formi- 
dable obstacles  have  arisen  in  the  way  of  Iha 
anticipation ;  but  I  wlU  not  yet  despair  of  seeing 
it  realized. 
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J  that  obstaelts,  Mr.  Chairmma,  i( 
with  iMealutt  regret  that  IfiDdmrteircomiwlled 
to  notice  the  prematare  dflcnioo  of  the  PreBidem 
Dpon  ih«  CoDilitutiaoal  power  of  Contms  to 
ftass  the  ratolations  OD  rour  table.  Sncb  an  an- 
licipBtiod  of  tha  acta  of  ihii  Howa  ia  calculated 
to  perplex  and  embarran  its  proeeedinft,  if  not  to 
biaa  and  warp  its  jedgmeni ;  to  lar  lae  foandi- 
lion  of  improper  inainuationa  ttgainit  anv  conrM 
which  thii  Home  nuf  take  in  the  exerciae  of  it* 
CoDaiitatioDal  diseretion.  The  ez|weMian  of  this 
fMtret  ia  relnclaDllf  drawn  from  me  br  a  aenae 
ofdBtjr.  Candor,  indeed,  require!  me  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  I  waa  not  «  friend  to  the  election  of 
the  present  Chief  tlagiatraie.  I  beiicred  that 
the  fatare  proapcritf  of  thia  Union,  aa  well  as 
the  bcsi  Interetts  of  the  Stale  wbien  I  bare  in 
pftrt  the  honor  to  repteaent.  required  that  the  Sx- 
ecuttTe  chair  ahoald  not  be  a  fouriti  time  filled 
by  a  ciiizao  of  Virginia.  But  I  nerer,  at  anr 
period  of  m^  life,  entertained  a  seDtiment  of  per- 
sonal boatilitf  toward!  the  gentleman  who  oow 
oeeuplea  it^  nor  have  I,  at  preaeni,  euf  feeling  at 
war  with  hu  nopiUarilr  or  influence.  After  ibis 
proteeiation  lor  myaeJf,  allow  me  to  add,  that  I 
do  not  the  leaa  regret  this  premature  discloaorc  of 
the  judgment  of  the  President,  from  mj  respect 
for  the  feeling!  of  thejentlemeo  from  whom  it 
is  my  Btiafortune  to  differ  in  opinion  oa  the  pre- 
sent oeeuioD.  I  would  not  hare  their  motiTes 
snbjected  to  imputaiioDs  of  an  opposite  oharaeier 
to  those  by  which  mine  tuny  be  aatailed ;  alike 
unfbuDded,  I  am  peraoaded,  and,  if  poaaible.  more 
unworthy  the  dignity  and  independenee  of  their 
pnhlic  station. 

While  1  deplore  tbe  existence  of  any  such  em- 
barrassment, I  cannot,  faowerer,  yield  my  assent 
to  an  effort  to  remore  ii  in  the  mode  si^gested 
by  the  message  of  the  President  which  produced 
it — by  an  nllempt  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Stales.  In  my  judgment,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  requires  no  such  amendmenl.  And  to 
those  who  concur  In  eueh  an  opinion  sncb  an  ex- 
pMlicnt  must  appear  not  merely  unnecessary,  but 
highly  dangerous.  For  if,  ia  relation  to  every 
Constitutional  scruple  of  the  Executive,  resort 
ia  h^d  10  the  power  of  amendment  for  an  cxposi' 
lion  of  the  meanjag  of  that  insirumenl,  there  is 
obviously  sn  end  oi  all  aiabiliiy  in  tbe  Oorern- 
m«nt.  Its  very  foaodaiion  will  vary  with  the 
conscience  of  every  suceessire  President  of  the 
United  States.  Congress  cannot,  hereafter,  sbonld 
the  proposed  ameodmcDt  fail,  ezerciie  ■  power, 
the  existence  of  which  they  have  ihenselves  ad- 
mi((ed  to  be  doubtful.  Every  submission  to  the 
States  of  a  Cooslitniional  questioD,  on  which  an 
Szecutive  seruple  bad  ariam,  might,  therefore, 
involve  in  its  cooeeqneneee  a  surrender  of  Federal 
antbority,  until  the  powers  of  tbe  Qovernment 
became  incompetent  lo  its  preservation.  It  has 
been  asked,  indeed,  if  we  are  afraid  to  submit 
this  question  lo  the  people.  And,  from  our  nu- 
willingness  to  do  so,  one  of  my  coUeagues  (Mr. 
H.  Nblson)  has  inferred  an  admissioo  on  our 
part  tbal  they  would  not  grant  it.  Werb  the 
qnestira  submitted  to  the  Sutei ,  hoir,  let  me  ask, 


,  indeed, 

out  a  concurreace  of  two-thirds  of  this  House; 
and,  consequently,  a  legislative  cannot  prevail 
against  an  executive  constraciion  of  tbe  Coosti- 
ntion,  unleaa  stutained  by  the  representatives  of 
two-thirds  of  tha  people  of  tbe  United  States, 
finch  will  be  tbe  sanation  of  these  resolncions, 
should  they  acqnire,  as  I  earnestly  hope,  the  an- 
tbariiy  of  law.  Bat  an  attempt  to  amend  tha 
Conaiiiuiion  would  require,  for  its  success,  not 
only  the  assent  of  two  thirds  of  ibis  Hoose,  but 
the  concorreace  of  foor-fifihs  of  the  States.  U 
might  be  defeated  by  the  opposition  of  six  only  of 
the  twenty  Slates  who  now  compose  this  Union; 
by  a  Biuaber,  whose  represeuiaiion  upon  this  floor 
does  not  exceed  thirteen  members  out  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five,  or  *  fourteenth  part  of  this 
body.  Lest  it  sbonld  be  objected  lo  this  ealen- 
latiob,  that  it  is  founded  on  an  imptc^ble  com* 
bioation  in  tbe  minority  of  tha  least  population 
of  ihe  new  States  with  the  smallest  of  the  old, 
let  tbe  same  number  be  selected  exclusively  from 
the  latter,  and  the  proposed  amasdment  may  then 
be  defeated  by  a  portion  of  the  people  represent- 
ed by  but  iwenty-aine  members  of  this  House,  ot 
leu  than  one>sixth  of  its  entire  Bombers,  and 
less,  therefore,  than  one  moiety  of  tbat  propor- 
- --  of  this  body,  which  will  be  required  (o  pte- 
the  adoption  of  the  resoiaiions  under  con- 
sideration. 

Sbould  a  mode  of  expounding  the  Coostita- 

10,  sn  dangerous  to  its  authority,  acquire  the 
force  of  precedent,  it  will  be  the  more  to  be  de- 
plored, as  tbe  ineqnnlity  of  populaiioQ  among  (he 
several  States  must,  hereafter,  inevitably  inereaae 
with  tbe  improvement  of  our  southern  aod  west- 
ern territory. 

In  residtiiig  this  plausible  appeal  to  popular  in- 
fluence, we,  tberefwe,  who  consider  the  Govern- 
ment as  already  invested  with  tbe  ConstituiioDal 
power,  which  we  wish  to  exercise,  cannot  be 
justly  charged  with  an  attempt  lo  enlarge  out 
authority  by  mere  legislative  construction.  We 
ate  only  unwilling  to  remove  the  doubts  of  onr 
opponents,  a(  the  possible  expense  of  tbe  legiti- 
mate powers  of  Congress,  which,  by  our  oaths  of 
office,  we  are,  like  themselves,  bound  to  sostain. 

But,  my  honorable  colleagtie,  who  bas  just  ad- 
dressed you,bas  ardently  endeavored  to  inierpM* 
■  yat  more  formidable  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of 
these  resoluiioa*.  Ha  bas  gallantly  unfurled  tbe 
ancient  burner  of  his  party,  and  sought  to  rally 
his  Republican  forces  on  tbe  side  of  tbe  Execu- 
tive. He  bas  reminded  them  of  their  ancient 
victories,  and  tumoioned  them  to  tbe  same  flald 
of  triomph— a  triumph  of  tbe  Slates  over  the 
Federal  ConitilutioD.  He  derives  his  principles, 
he  tells  us,  fcom  tbe  resolutioos  of  tbe  Virginia. 
Legislature,  and  the  argument  of  Mr.  MaoisoD, 
to  which  he  ascribes,  what  he  is  pleased  to  call, 
the  glorious  Revolution  of  1798.  It  is,  perhajw, 
common  to  the  inbabitants  of  every  State  in  this 
wide  spread  Uoion,  nay,  lo  every  people  on  tbe 
habitable  globe,  it  is  certainlv  imputed  to  us,  that 
we  pride  ourselves  on  the  land  which  gave  ns 
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tartb;  and  I  mdiioI>  ref dbs  to  ■cknowledge  tlw 
glow  of  feelibg  wbieb  motnted  to  my  ehnk. 
frbea  taj  collcftKue  ihiu  swelled  the  polilieal 
vonuqaeoce  of  Virginim  in  the  coaDeiU  of  the 
UnioD.  BdI  i,  too,  Mr.  ChurmiD,  Imtb  some 
Mcolleclioa  of  the  tiroea  of  which  we  have  been 
JDat  reminded ;  and,  in  spite  of  all  my  n«Ure  kd- 
sibiliif,  1  am  diiren  to  other  ciiibh  than  those 
anigDcd  b;  mv  honorable  colleague,  to  account 
for  the  political  leTolation  of  that  dnj.  1  no  mors 
saeribe  it  to  the  argoroent  of  Mr.  Madiaon,  than 
I  ahoDid  the  origin  of  the  wind  to  the  weathei^ 
CDck  which  iodicatea  ica  pr«MDt  eourae ;  or  the 
impnlM  snd  direction  of  the  paniiw  carreot  to 
the  feather  which  flosta  apoa  iia  larBieo. 

The  buis  of  that  argDmeoLlhat  Ibe  Stateaaie 
the  parliet  to  tha  Federal  ConatilntioD,  ia  not 
oolir  nnaound  in  fact,  bat  iacaiiaiatant  alike  with 
tba  i>r«aiDbl«  of  the  CoDgiiivtioD,  and  with  tKe 
doetrinea  of  lb«  Federaliit ;  that  aUe  defence  of 
it,  to  which  the  author  of  ihia  celebrated  argu- 
mcnt  ao  largely  ooatribated,  aid  of  whieh  he  now 
afaerea  the  gloiy  with  bia  illaatTiona  aaHwiaiea. 
The  *erT  retolniloBa,  whieh  Ibla  argument  waa 
deaigDeo  to  sDataiD,  held  ool  to  the  nation,  aaob- 
'jeeta  of  waitefol  extraraganee,  in  thefflBelTet, 
and  of  alarm  in  their  eontequeaeea,  a  Da*f  cod- 
(ittiog  of  a  few  frigates,  an  army  of  half  the 
extent  of  that  wbioh  now  man*  the  militar]'  poela 
that  encircle  and  goard  otir  territory.  The  polit- 
ical rerolatioo,  of  which  tbe  honorable  member 
hai  10  ttiomphaoUy  boaaied,  began  in  oppottiion 
to  the  Federal  Coiwtiluilon,  waa  aeoelerated  bjr 
the  French  RerolaiiaD;  waa  aiaid  forawJiile, 
indeed,  br  the  great  bnt  declining  inflneneeof 
General  Waahington,  whoae  Admini*ir>tion  it 
often  ahook  to  ita  baie  ;  and  finally  vaoquiihed 
a  disunited  party,  guided  by  discordant,  rash,  and 
im  pro  ride  at  counsels. 

Since  the  period  of  ihit  reTolniion,  we  bare 
tnTeiaed  a  wide  field  of  exptfimenu— cspeii- 
menla  not  always  lucceaifally  terrain aied—aBd 
have,  at  leoglh,  been  reeaodacied  by  the  good 
senae  of  ibe  people  to  the  gronnd  fAm  which  w« 
had  departed.  Tbe  theory  of  tbe  Coaalitntion 
baa  been  settled  by  i>r«eii<;ei  tbe  policy  ^  the 
QorernmflDt,  by  experience,  thai  uenrriog  test  of 
Irntb;  and,  with  the  wars  of  Enrope,  oar  owa 
politioal  agitaiiona  have  subnded  into  n  tranquil- 
lity, which,  1  moit  earnestly  trust,  do  tocain, 
howoTer  loudly  and  pasHonately  sounded,  will 
be  aUe  to  dtitarb.  America  do  longer  looks  with 
dependcDce  Kbroed,  but  exalts  In  tbe  excellenee 
oTher  iastitatiooB,  and  "  burns  in  a  light  of  her 
mm." 

If  tbe  Coattiiation  can  ever  be  oerreetly  ex- 
pounded, ii  is  sorely  at  lucfa  a  pcried  as  ibe  pres- 
ent. Let  Ds,  then,  Mr.  CbairiBan,  deliberately 
opm  it,  and  iaqoire  if  ri  confers  on  us  the  power 
which  we  have  proposed  lo  exert— the  power  of 
constructing  roads  and  canals  for  certain  ipeeiSed 
parpoaes,  or,  if  that  be  denied  ua,  the  po^cr  of 
appropriating  the  public  money  to  similar  objects, 

fre*ioasly  authDiized  by  the  States,  for  Ibey  are 
at  difierent,  though  very  unequal  means,  I  ad 
ait,  of  ainining  the  aame  and. 


In  proseoatiDg  this  inquiry,  I  regret  thedaagn, 
to  which  I  em  expoaed,  of  repeating  tbe  argo- 
nients  that  bare  been  already  employed,  with  so 
much  ability,  by  tbe  gentlemen  who  lM¥e  Re- 
ceded me  in  (bia  debate.  I  shall  endeavor,  bow- 
ever,  to  avoid  the  ground  over  which  tbey  have 
travelled  ;  and,  when  inseDsibly  drawn  oo  it  by 
the  reaaoaing  I  have  to  oppose,  I  shall  labor  to 
maintain,  bv  additional  facta  and  argvneota,  the 
'isitions  which  the^  hare  usumed. 

Allow  me,  then,  la  the  outset,  Kir.  Chnirmaa, 
to  naaore  my  eoUeaguea  who  have  oppoaed  the 
reaolutionsoB  your  table,  that!  m^^  in  exponnd- 
ingiheConstilDlion,  losocuin  tbeaansedoctrioea 
of^coDBtmotioQ  for  whieh  they  bare  eoatended. 
I  deny,  indeed,  that  those  doetriBca  hnrn  arrcated 
tbe  career  of  any  AduuDistniioa ;  for,  wiifaoat 
their  aid,  no  Adminiatnlion  whaterer  coatd  sab- 
.  and  I  bag  leare  to  aiaiue  the  bonorabto 
Speaker,  who  has  cepoused  the  eame  side  of  this 
question  with  myself  tbal  they  are  not  more  R» 
pnblicaa  than  they  are  Federal.  loMaaiosfpIr 
o  tbe  ConaiinitioB  the  ^aineet  dietatea  of  oacn- 
Don  MOaa  and  cfoUDon  ezperieoce :  to  infer  ii> 
lowers  from  ita  laagaage,  wbtte  that  ia  at  ^ 
JoubtfnL  from  the  iDteniioo,  aad,  aa  the  best  evi- 
dence of  this,  the  aata  of  it*  anthoce. 

In  peefonning  thia  daty,  I  eannat  eonear  in 
opinion  with  my  iwoeoUeagoes,  wboapdicin  an 
early  stage  of  ibis  debate,  (Uesars.  Smtto  aad 
Bamodb^}  that  the  sole  or  chief  object  of  the 
ConatLtaiion  waa  lo  eoofer  oa  Coogresa  the  three 
powers  lo  declare  war,  to  aegotiaie  treaiiee,  and 
to  rMolate  trade;  and  thee  all  oiber  powwiv  of 
the  QoTeroment  are  to  be  construed  a*  aoxiltarr 
to  iheae.  The  end  of  the  CotMtkaiion  ia  pro- 
claimed by  iteelf,  or  by  the  people  wboae  act  it 
waa,  "to  form  a  more  perfect  anioti,  eetaUish 
justiae,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
the  common  defene^  pconote  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  secure  tbe  blessiiigs  of  liberty  to  Ibem- 
selrea  sod  to  their  posterity."  The  powers  re- 
ferred to  by  my  colleagnea  are  bot  a  part  of  the 
means  prorided  by  tbe  peO|de,  tor  the  attainment 
of  these  imporunc  ends.  All  other  legisktiv« 
po were, and  tbe  oo- ordinate  bnttcheeoftbeOor- 
ernment,  the  Exeenlive,  and  tbe  Judiciary,  were 
alike  ordained  by  tbe  CooMiiation  to  secure  ite 
most  noble  porposea.  lii  determining  the  tme 
extent  and  applieaiioa  of  all  these  powers,  the 
most  obvions  principle  of  consimetion,  ia  to  re- 

Jard  tbe  end  for  which  ihcy   were  reapeetirHy 
e  vised. 

The  power  of  declaring  war,  of  raising  and 
UMintainlog  flaeta  and  armies,  is  to  be  constnwd, 
BO  as  to  provide  for  the  common  defence.  The 
power  lo  create  coarts,soas  losccore  tbe  admin* 
isiration  of  justioe.  Tha  power  to  establish  post 
offioeeaod  post  roads,  ao  as  to  insure,  in  tbe  laa- 
gnage  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Confederation  in 
1783.  "tbe  eommnnicatioD  of  intelligenee,  with 
regntarily  and  despatch,  throDgbont  the  United 
Stales,  a  measure  cMenttal  to  their  safety,  to  their 
commercial  prosperity,"  and  to  lb«ir  general 
welfare. 
Still  less,  Mr.  Chairman,  can  I  coaesr  with  mj 
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Hi  1^ 

mined. 


eoHttngaawholMtadillMMd  rou,  andwho  woaU 
eonatroe  ihe  powen  of  th«  Qraeral  GoTcrameDt, 
bf  tofemiet  to  ttte  limited  luthorttf  wbieh  he 
■nppuaea  to  lure  been  giroB  to  the  d«pniM  of 
tb«  CeaTBBtioa  whteh  fruMd  ibe  Conattlilioo. 
Tkey  wera  MtlwiiKed,  ke  told  w,  lo  do  so  moie 
than  Mippljr  the  OooMviMin  with  the  power 
of  regoHllDfi  •nd   thM  for  the  eole  parpoee  ef 

If,  iitdiBcd,  the  Conmntioo  oTetelWc  the  Itaetle 
of  tbflirawboritf,  Aeir  nnirpaiioii  Rmtnbcdai 
•rgmtMBt  aptiiMt  the  eooflmetioQ  of  thejr  hI 
the  pocplo,  lo  whoM  ntifieetion  it 
Bat,  wuen  one*  nttfied,  the  Coasiitwion  eeaeed 
to  b«  the  tiet  9(  the  CiKireatMD,  and.  becofuisg 
the  aolBBn  Mt  of  ilie  peo^  of  the  Dailed  Btatea, 
deriTed  from  them  all  ita  antfaorltr.  In  truth, 
siv,  thia  asli-iUeral  ehaife,  wIeUed  with  m  mueh 
fore*  by  Henry,  and  dow  revifed,  after  the  lapee 
of  ne«r  thirty  ^eart,  never  had  ■  eenpeteat  fooo- 
daiioatoaoHamii.  HyeolteaguebaieottfMMded 
the  eaikU  iMenHage  of  depetiea  at  Annapolit, 
wbo  diepeiaed,  without  aay  aeliog  at  all,  with 
theaiiba^MinCoDnniionatPbibdelpbia.whieh 
framed  oei  prtMOt  political  ayitem,  under  the 
broad  oMhni^,  ecpretely  recommended  by  the 
Old  CooKie**,  and  delegated  te  them  fay  ihe  Btttca, 
"  to  render  the  FederaT  Coaaiitotioa  adequate  to 
the  exigeiMiee«fOoTemBent,«nd  the  preeeiva- 
tion  ti  the  Unoii.'' 

My  hoBar^ieooUcagne  has  con  d  ueted  lu,  thoogh 
in  dari(aeaatedeed,alooga  path,  whioh,  if  properly 
explored,  wiR  lead  to  no  animportaDt  conclaaion, 
in  relation  to  the  end  of  oar  prewni  inquiry. 

The  prineipal  defeatof  the  Confederation  aroM 
from  the  abaenee  of  aa  adequate  sanation  to  en- 
foroe  iu  legitimate  aalborily.  Conpress  were 
invested  viut  power*  to  call  npen  the  Shales  far 
their  reapeatiTe  quotas  of  men  and  of  money, 
whenever  required  by  theezigeneies  of  the  Union, 
mnd  the  States  were  polilieally  and  morally  bound 
to  farsith  them  whenever  so  required.  This  su- 
therity  was  daei^ed  le  be  eamneDainate  with 
the  pnbtie  neeeencies,  le  ptovide  for  the  common 
d^enceaadgennalwethreof  the  Stales;  and  as 
the  latter  wen  inoapebte  erf* lia^iation,M  thean- 
therity  to  provide  for  them  wee  u  nnlimited  by 
the  ArticleiofCanfederaEioD.  But  this  authority 
reated  fer  aiipport  on  the  volvnUry  obedience  of 
the  Slaie^  woo  often  disregarded  or  failed  to  eom* 
sly  with  lu  demands.  To  enfotae  them,  would 
lave  inrdvad  the  eoereioa  sf  a  Slate,  nad  lo  pro- 
vide for  the  emergeneiei  of  a  foreign,  the  Federal 
Oevernmeni  niut  have  eneoanlered  all  the  hor- 
roia  of  a  civil  war.  The  debjliiy  of  the  Conftd- 
oration,  as  well  as  the  esietenee  of  oar  present 
CoDMiintioo,  may  be  traced  to  thie  soorec.  The 
powers  of  the  foraaer  Qovernmeat  operated  on 
the  Staica,  and  not  npon  the  people ;  the  remedy 
was  obviottsly  to  be  fonud  in  a  gorernmeet  which 
should  operate  directly  on  tin  people,  and  not 
upon  Ibe  Sutcs.    Snsh  Is  the  remedy  which  out 

Ereeent  Constitntion  sought  to  provfile.  That  I 
ave  not  misuken  the  true  character  of  this  im- 
portant revtriatioti  in  out  Goremment,  allow  me 
to  call  the  eltention  of  the  Committee  to  the  80th 


nmnbaref  the  FedoiaKst,  wbieh  derive*  a  higher 
L... I.  J. _.,...  t._-.  ■^-jo the  joint prodtietioa 
.  .  Bdadisonand  Hr.  Hnm- 
iltOB.  "  The  important  truth,"  say  theee  abta 
eommentatoN  upon  the  Artieles  of  CoafederatioB, 
''  which  experience  unequiveeally  prouounee*,  i*, 
that*  aovarei  gut  y  over  eorei^B*,  a  govemiaeat 
over  goverameata,  a  legialation  for  commuidei, 
a*  eon liadietiugaiehed  from  individuals ;  as  it 
is  a  soleeism  in  theory,  ao,  ia  praetles,  ii  ie  aa^ 
versive  of  tbe  order  and  ends  of  civil  polity,  by 
sabstitotiag  violenee,  in  tlie  pbee  of  law;  ot 
the  dcetruetive  eoereioa  of  the  eword,  in  the 
place  of  the  mild  and  •atntary  eoereioa  of  the 
magistracy."  In  a  prior  nnmber  of  this  able 
mirk,  the  last  of  three  authors  more  amply  illus- 
trates Ihe  aame  doeiriae,  and  demeostrale*  ita 
important  Inflnence  in  detenaining  ihaebarutet 
ef  our  preeeat  Conelittition.  "K  it  be  possible, 
-  a  Federal  Qoremment 


eapiAle  of  rwdhtting  the  eommra  coDcems  and 
preserving  the  general  tranquillity,  it  must  be 
fouadcd,  ai  to  the  obieets  committed  to  its  care, 
upon  the  reverse  of  the  princLple  contended  for 
by  the  opponent*  of  the  proposed  conEtltntion  f 
the  very  prinei^,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  shall  i^es- 
enlly  discover,  which  my  honorable  colleague, 
(Mr.  H.  NBLBoii)and  all  who  have  preceded  him, 
on  the  same  side  of  the  question,'  have  sustained 
on  this  floor.    "  It  tnasl,"  he  proceeds, "  carry  its 

■  agency  to  the  persons  of  the  citizens.    It  must 

■  sund  in  need  of  no  tntermediate  l^slalion  j  but 

■  most  itself  be  empowered  to  employ  the  arm  of 
*  the  ordinary  magutrate  to  execute  its  own  res- 
'  oltKioM.    The  Ooverament  of  tbe  Union  must 

■  possess  alt  the  means,  aitd  have  a  r^ht  to  resort 
'  to  all  the  methods  of  eseoming  the  powers  with 
'  which  it  is  intrmied,  that  ate  poasMsedaud  ex> 
'  ercised  by  the  govemmenb  of  the  particutu 
'  States.  If  the  inierposition  of  the  State  Lefts- 
'  latores  be  neceeeary  to  give  effect  to  a  measure 
'  of  the  Union,  tttey  have  only  not  to  act,  or  to 
<  act  evasively,  and  the  measure  Is  defeated.  The 
'  Stale  leaders"  mark  the  expression,  "  may  even 
'  make  a  merit  of  their  sarrepiitioas  iavasions  of 
'  tite  Coosiitntion,  on  the  ground  of  some  teiupo- 
'  rary  convenience,  exemption,  or  adraniage." 

Hence  we  perceive,  thai  the  fremen  of  die 
CoBsiilation  not  only  enlarged  the  powers,  as  n 
admitted,  but  changed  the  subjee Is  of  ttie  Federal 
Qovernmeni.  The  former  amendment  was  ne- 
cesaary  to  imparl  sufficient  strentfth  to  the  politi- 
cal body;  ihe  latter,  10  aubjeet  Its  members  to  the 
authority  of  its  head,  without  which,  that  strength 
would  bare  been  usken. 

From  this  history  of  the  ConstitntioiL  it  results, 
that  the  Oeneral  aovenimeot,  to  the  fall  extent 
of  its  delegated  power,  is  naiional;  that  its  an* 
thority  was  designed  to  operate,  not  upon  the 
Slates,  but  on  ibe  citizens  of  [he  Doited  States ; 
that  its  legitimate  powers  can  in  no  case  be  en- 
larged or  reduced  ny  tbe  eoDBCBl  of  the  Statae, 
otherwise  expressed  than  by  an  amendment  to 
tbe  CoDslituilon,  iu  tbe  mode  prescribed  by  the 
ConstitUliou  itself;  and  that  Its  authority  may, 
shoatd,  and  often  will  be  exercised  against  the 
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wubM,  or  witboat  tfaa  ippntatuxi  of  lh«  Sutat, 
ud  MB  in  no  c«m  whatever  be  dependent  oa 
their  picacare.  If,  to  tbcM  doeirinei,  there  be 
added  one,  which  the  CoMtitolion  cxpreulf  re- 
«egaiN*,«Dd  which  nogeatlemaa  hae  qoeatioQed 
in  (ha  coune  of  tbii  debate,  "  thit  with  everr 
power  exprenly  confeired  oa  the  Federal  Oor- 
emmeni,all  neeeuarf  and  proper  meaoB  of  giviaff 
afiet  to  it  are  alw  imparted  b]r  the  Conilitntioa," 
a  doctrine,  indeed  of  cbmmoa  teiue,  wilboat  the 
aid  of  which  no  QorarBment  could  tubeitt,  aad 
which,  had  the  Conititntion  been  silent,  mutt 
hare  been  inferred  ;  ihe  inqnirf,  Hr.  Chairman, 
into  the  anthority  of  Congrau  to  pan  tfa«  reeoln- 
-" Uble  ' ' 


lion  on  roi 


ie  at  an  end. 


If|  indeed,  a>  ibe  honorable  Bpcaker  baa  eoa- 
tended,  the  power  to  eaiabliih  ie  lu  power  to  eoD- 
•truet,andloe  w(Hde(tBbliib,atfaehaeing«niou*ly 
•howB,  to  eieaie,  a«  well  at  to  fix,  a  eonalruetioD, 
which  a  recnrreoce  to  the  same  leiin  in  the  Ar- 
ticle! of  Confederatioawaoldrel  farther  tneia in, 
DO  impIicalioD  whaterer  ie  neeeaMry  to  arrire 
at  the  anthority  for  which  we  eontead.  It  >■  true, 
ibia  term  ti  often  fipiratirely  need,  aa  remarked 
by  one  of  taj  eolleaioea  (Mr.  JoBHaon)  and  im- 

CeMiTely  iUnitrated,  in  the  debate  of  yeeterday, 
a  recurrence  to  the  preamble  of  the  Conatilu- 
tfon,  where  to  ettabliifa,  cannot  literally  mean  to 
ereate  juitiee,  which,  u  he  anetted,  ia  above  all 
hnman  or  divine  control.  Yet,  in  Ihe  leveral 
daniea  of  the  Articlea  of  Coafodctation,  In  which 
ihii  term  occara,  aa  in  thai  pariieular  clanaa  of 
the  Federal  Cooatiiation  which  furniihei  ■  part 
of  the  topic  of  onr  preeeat  diacoation,  our  con- 
■tinetion  of  the  import  of  Ihe  word  ettabluh,  ia 
liable  loiocb  excepiioa.  To  offer  from  the  former 
but  a  aiogle  evidence  of  thia — "Congreaa  ahall 
Itava  the  aole  and  excluaive  power  of  eatabliifaiog 
coarta,  for  rceeirinjr  and  deiermining,  finally,  «p- 
'  pcalt  in  all  caaea  orcapture."  Thai  no  pre-exial- 
ug  conrta  were  conlcm  plated,  in  ibe  are  of  tbia 
term,  ia  evinced  by  the  accompanying  proviaoi 
"  that  no  member  of  Congreaa  ahall  be  appoiated 
a  jndge  of  any  of  thoac  coarta." 

But,  if  driven  to  implication  for  our  foundation 
of  the  power  to  conatruct  poat  roada,  it  mnat  be 
conceded  that  the  power  esiita  aomewhere,  or 
that,  (o  esiabliah  them,  would  be  nugalorr.  The 
qoeation  then  ariaea,  doea  (he  former  power  r»- 
matB  with  the  Sutea,  while  the  latter  ia  expreaa- 
Iv  delegated  to  the  aeaetal  Gorcmmenll  If  ao, 
t&e  evil  againat  which  the  Conalitation  aonght  (o 
guard  the  veceaaary  authority  of  the  Union,  re- 
maiaa  in  full  force.  The  Federal  Government  ie 
caat  upon  the  mere  pleaaure  of  the  Siatea,  for  the 
ezetciae  of  a  power  eaaeniial  to  ila  ezialenee. 

It  would,  however,  he  doing  injuttice  to  the 
patriotic  of  our  opponenta,  if,  while  they  deny 
to  ut  the  full  andMcureenjoymeot  of  tbia  power, 
we  did  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  acknowledge  that  (hey 
SoderiBte  iii  importance.  One  of  my  colleaguea 
(Mr.  Bahbodh)  regarda  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
aiiinlion  for  eataUiihiog  post  offices  and  post 
roads,  aa  analogous  to  the  agreement,  aometitnea 
with,  and  aoroetlmea  without  Ibe  formality  of  a 
treaty  between  aome  of  the  adjacent  Sutea  of 


Egrope,  for  ibe  >Btereha«gc  of  mail&  He  ^- 
Maet  that  the  Coaveation  deatwaed  to  comEk  m 
Congreaa  an  aaihoritr  to  eatablisli  b  aimiki  in- 
tereouraa  betweea  the  Doited  States.  Ta  aoataia 
tbia  analogy,  ha  haa  not  only  to  regard  ihe  leve- 
ral  Bialea  aa  indepeodeBt  of  e&eh  eifacr.  bat  the 
Federal,  aa  a  foreiga  OoversawBl,  ia  reiBtiaa  te 
(hem  all.  The  CoaatiiBlien,  Mr.  CburaaaB,  b 
not  a  treaty.  It  doea  not  pivseribe  tbe  relative 
dutiea  of  Statei  to  each  other,  but  of  tkc  eiiianu 
of  the  United  Biatea  aa  a  " 


charged  with  the  moal  important  iBtcecata. 
waa  the  act,  aad  it  eatabtiahed  the  Ooveni 


\tof 


tbia  leqieet,  we  had  alrendy  seen  thai 
iha  ConatitDtioB  of  the  United  SiBlea  teaemMe* 
no  league  ihal  ever  exiated ;  seather  the  Artidea 
of  Confederation,  which  it  waa  expKsaljrdcavBed 
to  auperaedc.  nor  aay  of  the  coaifedsneieB  ofmm- 
eienl  or  modern  Europe,  agoiaai  the  deAeca  mmd 
daBfera  of  which  il  waa  intended  ta  goaid.  The 
Ailidea  of  Confederation  did,  1b  &et,eatdUAaa4 
regulate  peal  officea  between  the  Btatei — the  Gob- 
atiintion  among  theciiisenaof  the  Oniied  Btauk 

Had  my  coUeague  aonght  for  bia  Bnaiogy  aoMBg 
ibe  political  eoaatilnticMa,  rather  tbBB  t£t  treatin 
of  Europe,  he  would  have  ended  hia  reaeatchea 
in  the  eatabliihment  of  the  very  BOihorily  for 
which  we  contend.  And  that  he  should  have 
done  ao  is  the  more  obvlona,  sinee  the  tTaaamia. 
sion  and  difi'nsion  of  comnureial  aad  poUiical  in- 
(elligenee  ibro&gbont  each  partieslBr  Slate,  aa 
wtiraa  between  the  United  Slater  ia  ihe  ead  of 
(hat  power  of  Congreaa  of  whieh  he  haa  naaeofi- 
ceived  the  origin,  and,  thenfiire,  BBdcrvaloed  the 
importance. 

It  is  due  to  bim  to  admit,  that  he  has  Bot  only 
degraded  Ihe  power  which  heaaeribestolheUai- 
led  Staiea,  tral  denied,  ai  the  aame  Moaaent,  the 
neceseiiy  of  enfoning  aad  protaetiBg  iu  exeraise 
by  the  aalhoiiiy  which  we  claim;  aad,  that  the 
Convention  meant  not  to  impart  thia  aathoriiy, 
he  inferred,  from  the  eircnmataiices  of  the  eooo- 
iry  at  ihe  period  when  the  CoBaiitntion  wa* 
framed.  The  new  Btatea,  he  infomed  a*,  were 
not  then  in  being;  the  popolation  of  the  old  waa 
dense;  and  all  neceaaary  or  naeful  reada  had  beea 
already  conatr noted. 

If  ihe  extatenee  of  any  power  in  the  Qovera- 
mant  could  be  legilimalely  inferred  from  the  de- 
feeta  of  the  argument  by  which  it  ia  qBaatienad, 
we  might  confidently  found  the  authority  which 
we  aaaert  on  the  faJlaey  of  thia  reaaoniag.  I  Bill 
not  carry  my  colleague  aa  far  bock  aa  be  peopoaed 
to  carry  ua,  but  allow  bim  the  entire  ben^i  of 
that  addition  which  ihirty  yeara  have  made  in 
our  population,  in  order  to  enable  bin  lo  proTc 
the  denaity  of  onr  j»eaent  oumbera;  aad,  when 
he  ahall  have  done  thia  in  relntioa  to  Ihe  (rid 
Slates,  I  ahalt  have  aimply  lo  remind  bin  that  all 
the  new  States,  except  LoniuaBa,  haveapmng  op 
OD  the  terril(»y  of  the  old,  under  an  express  pro- 
vision of  the  Article*  of  the  CoBfrderauoa,  oadof 
the  present  Constitution;  tbceSectof  which  their 
auihora  cannot  bnt  have  foicaeen,  asd  for  ahich 
tbey  must  have  intended  to  provide. 
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The  spirit  or  intenwl  iEopravtmrat,  now  strt- 
Dg  toflod  its  WKf  iDlolbeemiicils  oribeUoioB, 
!■>,  it  ii  true,  recently  bapin  to  BDiniitc  Ibe 
jegiiiatnm  of  tbe  BoDih^  but  it  mtiit  taeeeHTallr 

Iierate  for  more  ibin  twice  ibe  period  which  hu 
*pMd  MDce  the  ■dopiion  of  tlie  ConiirtniioD,  be^ 
bre  we  eliaU  be  able  to  coDvrRtaJBte  ovnelves  on 
b«  anmber  and  excellence  of  our  pnblic  higfamyf. 
Is  regBrdsineh  asihoold  mioiner  to  tbeoeoeMiliei 
t(  the  Federal  OoTcrameal,  it*  ereaiion,  it  thoald 
«  remembered] prodocedaaew and  lnD^eia>por^ 
iDt  oentre  of  intelligeDce,  as  well  u  aclioa,  in 
inr  political  irttem*.  Tbe  UTenil  Siatei  mif  ht 
iBve  rendered  the  cbaaaelB  of  their  interaal  lo- 
erconrM  sBbaerTieDt  to  their  reipeetfra  local 
Dierest*;  bot  ibey  coald  not  hare  been  0xpec^ 
■A  to  adopt  them,  and  uDqacttionablf  did  not, 
o  the  purpoees  of  a  Oaremiaeiii  which  did  not 
iziat,  aod  the  Mat  of  whose  deliberatioat  was  not 
{■laUisbed. 

Mr  honorable  eolleagne  was  not  insensible  of 
.he  daoffer  of  sobjeeiing  the  Federal  Oorernmenl 
o  a  reliance  apon  the  individaal  States  for  the 
neana  of  ezereifing  its  neeetMry  aoihority.  He 
tdmilted  the  right  of  Congrcsa  to  pass  all  lavs  ne- 
tessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  afiect  the  powers 
ixpreaslr  delegated  to  any  deftartment  or  officer 
if  the  CMTenment  of  the  United  States. 

Bnt  while  he  conceded  an  authority  expressly 
^nted  br  the  Constitation,  and  whieh,  if  not 
lo  granted,  the  plainesl  suggestions  of  eommon 
sense  must  hare  inferrad.  he  lavolred  bis  concee- 
sioQ  in  certain  metaphysical,  1  will  not  call  them 
Legal  reSoemeni*,  wnieh  are  ealealated  greatly  to 
impair,  if  not  entirely  to  destroy  its  menil  appli- 
cation. He  reqairei  tlwt  erery  implied  power, 
claimed  nnder  this  grant,  shall  have  a  direet,  ob- 
Tioui,  and  oatnral  tendency  to  exccnte  some  aa- 


thoriiy  expressly  delegate 
I  would  ask,  Ur.  Chau 


i  ask,  Ur.  ChairmeQ,  whether  distinct 
ideasare  to  be  annexed  to  these  terms;  if  sack  ten- 
deney  be  direct,  it  may  not  be  antimed  to  be  ob- 
vious ;  if  both  direet  and  obeioos,  it  mar  not  be 
regarded  as  natnral  ?  If  apower  may  notoefairly 
implied,  althougb,  when  compared  siagljr,  or 
apsrt  from'many  oiheri  whieh  ooDspire  with  it, 
to  the  execution  of  one  expressly  granted,  its  ten- 
dency be  indirect  %  If  the  leg itimacy  of  erery  im- 
plied power  depends  on  its  direet  tendency  to 
attain  some  Constiluticnsl  end  being  made  ob- 
rions  to  erery  nnderstandtng  7 

Of  these  three  qnaliiies  required  by  mr  col- 
league, the  least,  or  that  which  isfiguratirely  de- 
noted by  the  term  natural,  affords,  perhaps,  the 
best  charaeierisiic  of  that  tendency  of  an  implied 
power,  which  renders  it  ConMituiional ;  and  if 
employed  in  con  I  red  iati  action  uf  snch  tendency, 
from  one  which  is  orerstrained  or  forced,  for  the 
pnrpoaes  of  usnrpatioo,  1  chcerfally  acqnieace  in 
this  limitation  of  the  powers  of  Congrasi.  I  hare 
then  to  ask  my  colleague,  if  the  power  to  con- 
straei  has  not  a  nBtaral  tendency  to  execute  tbe 

Ewer  to  establish  a  post  road  7  Blay  we  not  go 
itber,  aod  arer  that  saeh  tendency  is  alike  di- 
reet and  oljrioiu;  that  a  road  must  exist,  before 
a  mail  can  be  iiansptvted  on  its  surface ;  and  that 


the  power  to  establish  poet  roads  may  be  e^ 
structed  or  defeated,  unless  tbe  power  to  make 
them  accompany  it  7  Tbe  ingenuity  of  my  eot 
league  has  betrayed  him  into  a  more  exiraordim-  . 
rr  error  of  tbe  same  description.  Bering  denied 
tnat  the  power  to  eslsblish  necenarily  compre- 
hends the  power  to  eonstntct  post  roads,  be  ae- 
snaied  the  hm  to  be  the  greater  power  of  the  two; 
and  hence  inferred,  that  the  httet  could  net  be 
implied  from  the  express  grant  of  the  former. 
Permit  me  hrieffly  to  examine,  first,  the  faet,  noil 
next  the  polilieal  doeirjne  on  which  this  eoueliK 
sion  is  founded.  Eren  in  physical  seiencp,  saek 
is  tbe  necassary  and  intimate  dcpesdenee  of  dim 
agent  on  another— so  many  effects,  more  or  lem 
striking  to  the  external  seases,  flew  apparently 
from  the  same  eiust^  ihal  It  is  not  eaay  lo  deflae 
tbe  relatira  magnitude  of  any  (wo  natural  pow- 
ers, unless,  indeed,  both  their  nature,  aod  Uie  oir- 
camstsDces  under  which  they  operate,  are  tbe 
same.  The  power  ofatiraeiion  or  graritatioa  re- 
stricts ibe  planets  lo  their  orbits,  and  holds  to- 
oetber  the  elemenisof  the  earth  whick  we  InbaUt 
Bot  it  has  been  asserted  that  loob  is  the  expaasire 
force  of  the  air,  that  if  a  sinela  grain  of  gunpow^ 
der  conld  tie  eomplatcly  eonnned  in  the  centre  of 
our  earth,  and  there  sniddenly  exploded,  it  wooM 
burst  this  globe  asunder.  I  will  not  stop  to  in- 
quire which  is  the  greater  of  these  powers,  bat 
merely  remark,  that  when  we  enter  upon  tbe  fleM 
of  poliiteal  science,  if,  indeed,  it  deserres  that  ap- 
pellation, the  expressions  greoterand  leti  beoeme 
often  incapable  of  aof  definite  application.  If  the 
magnitude  of  a  poHtieal  power  be  derired  fVoBi 
its  apparent  efiects,  we  shall  find  it  impossible  to 
reconcile  some  of  the  greatest  rerolntions  in  the 
world  to  eanses  seemingly  Iririal. 

Bat  tbe  Constitutional  doeirine  of  my  eol- 
Icagne  is  yet  more  fatlacions.  The  foundation 
of  all  implied  powers  ia  physieil,  as  well  as  po- 
litical eeianee,  is  lo  be  sougfat,  not  in  their  rela- 
tive magniiade,  bnt  in  their  relatire  dependence 
on  the  powers  fmn  which  they  are  dednecd. 
And  since  it  is  most  obrions  that  the  greater  of 
two  powers  may  bare  a  direct  and  naiaral  len- 
deney  to  exscnte  (be  less,  the  eonstiluiionelKy  of 
tbe  former  may  be  inferred,  according  to  my  col- 
league's own  admission,  from  the  express  grant 
of  the  latter.  In  the  eonnexion  of  causes  and 
efiects,  the  imaHcst  link  ia  an  esaeniial  part  of  the 
whole  chain.  Tbe  eonstruedon  and  establish- 
ment of  a  post  nwd,  if  r^arded  as  distinct  acts, 
are  alike  necessary,  itaough,  indeed,  humble  means 
of  aeeomplisbing  one  common  eod,  necessary 
alike  lo  the  safety  of  tbe  Qorerninent  and  to  the 
eonvenienee  and  comfort  of  (be  peo^e,  Whiek 
of  them  is  the  greater  power,  or  eontrifcmes  more 
largely  to  their  joint  result,  1  acknowledge  my 
utter  incampeiency  to  decide — whether  in  the 
transmission  of  social,  literary,  commercial,  and 
political  ioformaliim,  the  Oovernmant,  or  the 
people,  can  better  dispense  with  (be  road  oi  tbe 

Having,  I  irntt,  said  Mr.  M.,  removed  some  of 
tbe  obstructions  which  remained  in  my  path,  I 
come  now  to  the  main  ground,  on  which  our  op- 
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jBDMls  tcM  lb«ii  ojqwtitioa  lotke  aatirantf  of 
O^TCW,  few  which  wecootMd.  Uj  eoUe»^t, 
«bo  Ins  j»i  Bddrvsted  yon,  oouiden  hiiMdif 
Wlflrrtil  in  "  the  bit  baida  which  will  evsr  he 
CHwhi  upoA  this  Oow  for  the  praMmiioB  of  Stale 
t^t*."  In  the  «ecM  of  hie  ml,  b«  hu  obaffed 
ttefrickdBttf  ihcTCMhHuBBwitb  anrpBtion  iBd 
tymnay.  Ani  on  what  4om  he  fbud  lUs  hecTj 
•ccMathm  ?  On  the  Mgfettion  that  no  ro*d  aaa 
.ke  eouimted  nndcF  the  anthority  of  Congraei 
ilrithMt  a  titla  to  the  aoil  orer  whtdi  it  panaa  ; 
iiroin  wheoBa  he  infen,  (hat  the  power  which  we 
flaim  fbr  the  Fadeial  OoreTUnent  mar  inTolre 
«B  applioatiaB  to  ibc  pablic  dm  of  mhbc  <p«(t  of 
^  land  of  a  ptivaie  ciiizoa,  lying  within  the 
(cnilorial  limits  of  a  State,  wkhoiu  the  bob 
•f<Uhei. 

For  mjuelf.  Hr.  Chaimui,  I  otMily  Amy  this 
oharse.  but  I  nwst  readily  adnil  the  ■pesifinatioii 
«•  wuch  it  is  gronaded. 

If  ibe  OoTernaicU  of  the  United  Sistta  derive 
&om  (he  Conuiintion  aa  Kaihoti^,  either  ex- 
jweawd  or  impliad,  to  eonslroet  a  peM  road,  that 
kuthariiy  is  laoomnUie— ia  aa  indepwdtni 
ike  latter  «•*«,  of  all  other  homan  contnl,  ai 
•niMatly  ddcgaled  power  from  whieh  it  is  infer- 
M.  The  Oerenment  ibereAwa  may  bwfallf 
Mipropriaie  the  aoil  or  any  other  property  of  its 
eiazaw  to  siiehiiublie or  national  nsa,Bftarmak> 
fag  lo  ibem,  in  ine  laogw^  of  the  ConstttniioB, 
jwt  flmnpeiMtloii.  Ifthis,  air,  be  tynMT,  it  is 
a  tVEaany  pneiiaad  by  every  Slate  ia  this  UnioB, 
■Bd  by  evatf  Qoremieiu  tlut  ever  cxiMed; 
wee  BO  Oovanmrat  could  kag  aofaiist  without 
ifce  uerciae  of  saeh  an  aalboiity. 

Petoeivingfa^  was  admitted  early  in  this  de- 
bate by  one  of  my  eolletgwes)  that  the  power  to 
cmstraet  a  read  eairies  atong  with  it  every  ne- 
MMuy  a4it»Cli  ud  eoaacqneMly  that  of  aeqnit- 
JBf  •  qoaufled  right  to  the  soil  on  whiah  the  road 
is  nads,  onr  opponenta  hare  imited  to  sadermtne 
this  last  authority,  br  deByiog  to  ike  OaMinl 
OoveiBSteBi  the  K0U  eapaaiiy  to  anqnire  lanis 
milhi*  the  Ijmita  of  •  Bute,  even  by  ordiuor 
pniehaae,  ulcae  indeed  for  eertain  porpoeaa  *m- 
aified  in  the  CoMtitntian ;  and  for  tone,  not  wtiA- 
Kit  (he  eonwat  of  the  Bmh,  nor  (as  ha*  been 
jut  conianded  by  aBoihet  of  mtr  (nilioaaii)  with- 
out  axcluMva  jurisdietioB.  Tim  taattf  onr  orno- 
aaatt  hu  •Ngmenicd  the  nuthwiv  in  foeatiaa 
bcfMd  the  OKtMt  whieh  we  claim,  in  onlw,  I 
praume,  to  render  that  ckim  mote  diffieoll  U 
suiain ;  while  all  of  tbem  have  aoasitsied  ike  aix- 
Unth  clause  of  the  ■etion  of  the  CoHtilHion 
whisk  confer*,  while  it  eunmeraiee.  a  port  of  the 
ganeqrf  powen  of  CoBgieai,  eo  aa  lo  natiain, 
Bther  ikan  enln^^  Ike  other  legislatiro  HHbof^ 
^  of  the  GovaiacicBi.  TUs  is  kowerer  not  a 
naininiog,  hot  an  enabling  elaua.  The  piMO 
which  it  ooenpiiB  in  the  CoaMiutien,  and  iu  fair 
•on*baeiioit,eoiwiir  in  giving  to  it  ihalcharaeter. 

The  authority  lo  esenise  excLosive  legislaiioa, 
in  all  eases  whatever,  over  any  [dace  within  the 
teniioiial  liniu  of  a  Stale,  is  one  which  Con- 
gteee  eould  aeldom  need,  and  whieh  the  nainral 
pride  and  jealona;  of  a  Stale  woold  relnetutly 


cade.  The  .Artiole*  of  ConfadewdoM  ezpnty 
provided,  "that  ao  Bute  should  be  deprived d 
territory  for  the  benefit  of  ilie  Unieed  8mu>.> 
This  proviso,  eonpled  with  the  pnnfiapk  of  tie 
th  aHicle,  lo  which  it  bolooge,  and  with  dM 


eigblh  aHicle,  u 
whiek  imaedia 
timlaty  was 
tien.    So  it  1 


liatdy  eoeeecds  it,  provee,  tket  ty 
here  meant  both  sod  and  jnrtsdie- 
vns  aver 
eOiMMed,  JiUryknd  i 


meant  both  sod  and  jnrtsdie- 
rer  eonsirned ;  ^d,  Wine  se 

I  leogrehMd  to  entift'lkam 

nrticlee,  btcnnse  they  eonmined  it ;  wkilc  Kboie 
bland  and  Hew  Jenay  meoeMlvcir,  ikoagk  im^ 
fectnally,  sooght  to  amend  Ihesn  bf  auftinf  it 
cmt.  Tney  oontended,  with  eome  plnnnbiU^, 
tbsl  the  nngmated  lands  within  tbe  Smtes  were 
the  property  of  the  Briliah  Grown,  wnd,  if  wrmiod 
,  Tram  its  pomswion  at  the  etponaeof  ike  conaman 
blood  nnd  treasnie  of  the  Union,  twgkt  lo  be  t^ 
fcarded  a*  common  properly.  Without  nuemat- 
uv  to  setlle  the  merits^  ibis  a^nmen^  wkick 
doubtless  possessn  most  force  in  ihe  eaimntton 
of  those  Btntoi  who  poaecesed  ienst  nrspsrty  of  a 
deeeriptioD  to  be  aieeted  by  it,  I  will  now  teinta 
to  the  par lioalaT  elanse  of  the  Fcdemi  Camtim- 
tlon  which  aeems,  if  net  to  have  been  hononed 
from,  to  bear  some  nnalogy  at  least  to^  the  pi» 
viso  which  I  have  endenwed  (o  expound. 

This  claaee  anthorixes  Congress  to  neqaiic 
I  exclnsire  legislation  over  tbe  eoil  of  n  State  for 
iwo  pntpoeea  only—fer  tbe  seeurily  of  the  imme- 
diate Seat  of  the  Federal  Oovemment  ftom  tbe 
aiidaeeontrolof«nrpeniaalar8aie,nnd  fortlM 
niliiarydefineo  of  the  United  Stales.  IticralRs 
tbe  foTBiM  to  m  diitriet,  not  exseeding  len  milm 
sqanie  ;  nnd  the  latter,  lo  sveh  plnens  ni  mayr 
be  *^paKbased,  by  the  coBscntofibeXjegislninsc 
'  of  the  State  id  which  tbe  mme  may  bb  for  the 
'erection  of  forts,  nugaxioes,aiMnab,doek-yard^ 
'  and  other  needful  bnildiiMt."  With  cxelosive 
legislation,  or  jurisdiction,  (if  my  ooUengnm  pre- 
fer Ihe  term,  nnd  the  former  power  wm^  rodt 
in  Ike  lattor,)  the  right  of  aoil  in  the  eontem- 
plated  district  is  not  required  to  pnm  to  tke  Ckw 
eriMteni,  and  in  fnci  baa  not  so  passed,  but  remiBi 
with  tke  piivBtn  owners,  except  wliere  puetased 
with  their  volnnlary  coneeat. 

In  tke  otber  nequisilion*  of  land,  endnnve  jn- 
riedielion  b  nllowed  «0  aceompnny  tke  right  of 
anil;  and,4wboM  tke  Qovetnmeni  deskes  thii 
■nion  of  anihorily,  a*  it  can  he  obtained  only  by 
tkeoonant  of  the  State,  «uck  aonsem  bctomri 
necesmry,  and  is  expremed  or  givou,  by  peimi^ 
ting  tka  purehnse  to  be  rande.  But,  aa  tke  whsb 
of  aay  power  eompnheads  all  iu  patc^  so  that  of 
a  State  to  divest  iiaelf  ot  all  jurisdiction,  or  lo  ea- 
laige  the  powers  of  Congrem  over  wck  pbcw 
Wilkin  ita  icintciT  ns  have  been  deeeriked,  asr 
be  exerted  to  a  gienicr  or  lam  eumii  nod  has, 
•ecoedingly,  been  exercised,  in  eomo  enam,  b 
each  «  mannet  as  lo  coofet  on  the  Fedenl  Oov- 
emment exclusive  jofiedietian ;  nnd,  in  oihers,  se 
as  yet  to  receive  a  limiied  jurisdiction  to  tbt 
State-  Whetenoenbtigementof iisjurindieiita 
bas  been  songht  fay  the  GoTcmment,  nnnmeoi 
parckasesoftherigbtorBOil  within  a  Smte  have 
Men  made,  always  without  its  conaeM ;  nnd  not 
only  for  some  or  all  the  pnrposm  eaumafnind  ia 
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bu  eUoM  of  Ike  CoutimtiMt,  but  for  ium  fi- 
nest a*  Tariona  U  ibcii  Dtimbcr  bu  bMQ  greu. 
rh«ir  «xteBt,  t«u:hiag  from  ItH  than  one  •£». 
(o  laaoh  man  ihu  on«  tbouund  i  ibeir  UMa,  mn- 
kscia^  OK  lad  wood,  mud  litM  for  fariweei 
Kul  the  DWoubcWTe  of  unu ;  4;rouad  for  the  un- 
UMunoot,  fiold  uereiM,  and  even  foi  the  ubsUt- 
laee  of  tbm  icgolu  ari^  j  lou  for  navy  yarda, 
Rnd  whole  ialaoda,  eoDUiDiog  from  three  to  tix- 
teen  bnadicd  aern.i(>r  objaota  oonnactcd  with 
ihb  uaportant  IwmiMK  of  the  nttioMl  fonw :  lilu- 
■tioBs  tot  lickt-hoUMs,  beaeona,  buoTa,  and  pob- 
lie  piers ;  mm  lot*  ia  tbia  eiljr^  Dot  only  esaaedioe 
ia  extent  what  ncseatitr  reqtured  for  the  aocom- 
modatioD  of  the  departnaota  aod  officers  of  Qor-' 
eramea^  bai  patabatad,  held,  aad  diapowd  oL  for 
mare  sMMsnlaiioa.  Whore  tite  right  of  aoil,  in 
any  of  Hiiv  prnperty,  wai  io  the  State,  il  has  ocded 
that,  with  the  joriadieiioB,  ia  whole,  or  ia  part, 
and  iomeLime*  that  alooa. 

TUa  olaaw  of  iha  CoaelitiiiMM  haa  not,  hcte- 
toCoT*  at  loaat,  beea  eaasiniod  by  the  Legiatarai  , 
otby  the  jBdiciaiToftheUnion,oeortheSiatca{it 
w^  not  dwigDC^  il  is  aot  ealeolaled,  to  eataife- 
or  rcatiaut  ibe  light  of  the  Federal  Ooveronmit  10 
benoiae  the  mnettmaMKanf— to  parchaaa,  hold, 
or  sell,  aa  aKy  petty  eoipeaatioa,  «  any  one  of  ik 
own  private  emaeDa  may,  the  mare  aoil  of  any 
Sme,  wheaevec  it  bceotnei  axpedient  ta  do  so,  io 
the  exeotllioa  of  any  of  ila  delqgaiad  powoM. 

Bat,  if  a  doubt  yet  rexaain  apoo  a  aobjecl, 
which  reason  and  anlhoriiy,  under  ibe  Coaatitn- 
tioB,  aeem  to  complelelir  to  setile,  allow  me  to 
tecUf  to  the  rimilar  pracitce  of  the  Federal  Got- 
emoient,  l>oth  before  and  after  the  adoption  of 
the  Article*  of  Oon  federal  ion.  They  did  not  eon- 
tatD  a  elaiue,  expresBly  aathoriziag  the  ezereise 
of  implied  authority ;  ihey  left  this  to  be  supplied 
by  caminon  sense  and  common  reuon.  They 
did  contain,  like  the  amendments  of  the  Federal 
OonsiitnlioQ,  an  ezpress  rcBcrraiion  to  each  Slate, 
of  ita  "aorereignty,  freedom,  and  indepeDdeoc^ 
and  of  OTcry  power,  jurtsdietioo,  and  right,  not 
exproaly  delected  to  the  United  States;" and 
they  farther  contained,  a«  wehaTeaeen,aproTis- 
ioB,  "  that  DO  State  ahonld  be  deprired  of  terri- 
tory" for  tbelr  benefll. 

The  Aiticlea  of  Confederation  were  aot  defi- 
nitiTely  ralifled,  ontil  the  first  day  of  March,  1781 ; 
and  Congteaa,  tberefora,  derired  no  authority  from 
them,  until  that  period.  They  coald  doc  be 
amended,  hot  by  the  content  of  a  majority  of  ihat 
body,  which  voted  by  Suies;  nor  withoat  the 
concntrence  alto  of  the  l^iilaiore  of  every  Slate 
in  the  Uniw. 

If,  bowerer,  before,  sa  well  a«  after  tha  rattAca- 
tion  of  theaa  anidea,  and  without  any  anend- 
ment  of  them,  the  power  of  naquitiog  and  hold- 
ing landa  was  deemed  eaaeatial  to  any  Pederal 
QoTernmeBt  whalaTarj  if  the  Coafederalion  oon- 
liaued  to  poaieaa  land*  until  the  itew  Coattiliuioii 
aopoaeded  it,  without  an  axpresa  dereliction  oi 
surrender  of  this  powar,  and  wilhont  any  attempt 
<»  the  part  of  ibose  who  conferred  it,  to  do  more 
by  anMttdmeDt,  than  enlarge  it,  ibi>  fotmidablo 


ohalacle  mast  eeaae,  aTan  in  the  ayiaioo  of  our 
adrenariea,  to  arreat  our  progress. 

The  fint  acquisition  of  any  part  of  the  aoil  of 
a  State,  by  the  Federal  Go*enuaeal,  was  made 
the  day  auer  tbe  deolaiatioa  of  Aroarioan  iode- 
peadenea,  aid  ambwcad  one  hundred  and  aixtr 
acres  of  laod  in  Naw  Jersey.  The  laueat  whion 
was  orar  made,  waa  sought  to  be  obiainad  before 
the  ratification  of  the  Coo  federation.  I  mean  tbe 
whole  Western  territory  of  the  Atlantic  States. 
Tbia  eflbrt  waa  hagoa  la  the  form  ot  an  amead- 
ment  of  thoae  arlidea,  but  failing,  «■  I  hare  al- 
ready atated,  afterwards  assumed  tba  more  hnmbU 
■ham:  of  a  caaommandatiaB  lo  the  aaveral  Suta*, 
botaing  any  parlof  that  territaty,tocedeit  to  the 
United  States  for  tba  •OAuaen  ben^.  Virgiaia. 
the  firal  to  aeocde  to  the  racommeadatioo,  iiad 
not  only  conquered  by  her  own  army,  bat  poi* 
•eased  aad  govcraed,  her  teiiitory,  weat  of  the 
Ohio,  under  the  deaomiaaiioo  of  the  conaty  of 
Illinois.  The  iobabiianu  profaaaad  tbcauelres 
to  be  citi»its  of  Virginia,  aad  an  act  of  Coagleas 
of  nSi,  accepliag  the  ocMioa  of  the  leirilory  on 
which  they  IiTod,  ao  ree<WDited  them,  aa  did  the 
aubaequant  ordiDanca  of  1787,  paaaed  by  the  aanw 
body,  for  the  government  of  a  part  of  the  ceded 
territory.  By  a  compaot  or  purehaae,  which  waa 
inatitnied  berw^aQdoonpleted  after  the  laiifiea- 
tion  of  the  Artielea  of  ConfederaUoo,  the  Fedenl 
OovermnaDt,  thus  acquired,  it  moat  be  perceived, 
not  laerely  the  soil,  bat  the  Mtelnsivejurisdielioo 
alaOj  orer  aa  immfaise  empire,  fiom  the  bosom  of 
which  have  aubseaoeBtly  *praaf,and  an  daily 
aprioaiog,  soma  of  tbe  most  flouruhiog  Slate*  of 
Ibis  Umoa.  In  all  of  them,  tet.it  be  remarked, 
the  joriadietion  has  been  in  part  receded  to  thair 
reapective  local  governments,  while  the  right  of 
the  soil  in  tbe  uolocated  laada  is  relainod,  aaj 
daily  oSsredfor  sale  by  the  Federal  (SovMnmeal. 

Lest  the  extent  and  grandeur  of  this  aeqni)^ 
tiou  ahonld  be  deemed  to  impair  the  force  irf  tbe 
authority  which  I  pfopoaed  to  draw  from  it,  Ut 
me  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  two 
other  acts  of  the  GoDfederation.  Aa  fat  tiaok  a* 
1783,  Coogieaa  began  ittese  cSbrts,  whiah  they 
prosecuted  in  the  sacceediag  year,  to  obtain  two 
seata  foi  the  Federal  Gtoremmant— a*  one  of 
them,  the  very  eoil  on  which  are  are  sow  ddibe- 
ratiog,  aboat  their  right  to  aaake  any  euch  ao- 


The  eomniamoBera  appointed  to  execaie  their 
lait  renolalioa  were  empowered  lo  procure  a  tmel 
of  country  on  tha  bank*  of  the  Delaware  oatleac 
than  two,  nor  exceeding  iltree  milee  square^  aad 
to  purchaie  all,  or  anch  part  of  the  aoil,  a*  they 
might  deem  necesaary.  By  the  raselutiona  of  the 
preceding  year,  it  was  provided  that  "  the  fight 
of  aoil"  in  the  propoaeu  district,  "and  an  exelil- 
sive,  or  auoh  other  jurisdiction  as  CoBgraa*  might 
direc^  ahould  be  vested  in  the  United  Stataa." 
To  this  I  will  add  but  one  other  authority. 

In  December,  1781,  CongreM  uaanimoaaly 
paascd  an  ordinance  to  iocorporate  the  sohscrih- 
era  to  the  Baok  of  North  America,  conferring  oa 
them  the  power  to  purchase  and  hold  landa  not 
exceeding  in  value  ten  miUious  of  doUao.    They 
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awiffoed  in  iba  preimble  of  the  icL  as  ibe  rNMn 
for  lu  RdopiioD,  its  (codeney  to  opfaold  the  finaD- 
eet  of  the  United  Biacea,  and  referred,  for  its  ori- 
gin, hj  name,  to  the  report  of  Robert  Morrit,  a 
patriot  of  ibe  Reroluiion,  one  of  tbose  illnitrioas 
men,  who,  with  bo  many  more  of  his  asaoctatn, 
whiJe  tbey  made  at  rich,  hare,  themselrea,  long 
■ioce  descended  to  ihe  grave,  in  poreriy  aod 
affliction. 

At  the  name  of  a  man,  Mr.  Chainnan,  to 
whom,  next  to  our  belof  ed  Wabhinotoh,  Ame- 
Tiea  is  iodebted  for  the  eetablishment  of  her  ia- 
deprndence,  may  I  be  allowed  to  panse  one  mo- 
ment, in  order  to  remind  my  honorable  frirnd 
from  Ohio  (General  Habribok)  of  aa  intention 
which  he  early  annoODccd  after  oar  arrival  here, 
to  prerall  on  this  Heuie,  to  recognite,  in  the  per- 
■on  of  bis  satf  iriog  widow,  who  lives  in  pover- 
ty, I  have  heard,  Ihe  debt  of  gratiinde  which  this 
nation  own  to  her  deceased  buiband  1 

If  the  Confederation  coold  confer  on  a  money 
eorporation  the  power  to  hold  lands,  it  mast  be 
regarded  as  having  possessed  (bat  power  in  its 
own  right.  And  if.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  feeble 
Confederation  poueised  lands  at  (he  adoption  of 
ibe  present  Conitilation,  witbont  acqairing  a 
Tight  to  do  so  from  any  express  aaihority,  whence 
this  modern,  Ibis  new  dticovery,  which  denies  to 
the  Government  nhieb  superseded  it,  this  bum- 
ble but  necessary  auxiliary  to  the  execution  of  so 
many  of  iu  most  importBoi  functions.  What, 
then,  becomes  of  that  boaslful  charge  of  asorpa- 
lion,  which  reflects  not  anon  ns,  alone,  but  npon 
the  sages  and  heroes  of  the  Revolation,  and, 
among  them,  on  the  patriotic  ancestor  of  the 
honorable  member  from  whom  it  proceeded  1 

I  shall,  1  trait,  be  pardoned  fsi  saying  that  oar 
adversaries  seem  to  have  totallv  mistaken  the 
relations,  the  duties,  and  the  cnarteter  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

Alihoagh  Congress  could  not,  without  the 
oUase  of  the  Constitntion  on  which  I  have  jast 
commented,  have  acquired  exclusive  legislation 
over  any  (erriiorr.  however  inconsiderable,  within 
the  limits  of  a  State,  and  cannot,  with  it,  even 
by  the  consent  of  any  one  or  more  States,  or  in 
virtue  of  any  other  title,  short  of  an  amendment 
to  the  Constiiuiion,  acquire  authority  lo  exercise 
anoh  legislation  over  any  of  the  portions  of  terri- 
tory within  iheir  jurisdiction,  nor  for  any  other 
pnrposes  than  those  specified  In  the  Constitntion  ; 
yet  the  federal  is  noi,  iberefore,  as  has  been  inti- 
mated by  one  of  my  colleagaes,  and  seems  to 
have  been  inferred  by  all,  a  foreign  Government. 
It  possesses  over  many  subjects  a  pantmouni  pow- 
er of  legislation,  lo  that  of  the  severil  Slates,  a 
eo-ordinate  power  with  them  over  others,  and  a 
eonenrrent  jurisdiction  over  nil  the  territory  of 
every  State  to  the  fall  extent  rei^nired  for  the 
exercise  of  lu  whole   legislative,  judicial,  and 


It  pfovidesfor  the  administration  of  justice,  by 
the  establishment  of  courts,  the  regnlaiion  of 
ihfir  proceedings,andIheexecntianoriheir  judg- 
ments and  decreet;  for  the  regalation  of  com- 
merce, by  the  erection  of  cnstora-hoaies,  light- 


houses, beacons,  and  baoys,  and  oriai>iiM  inles 
for  the  entry  and  clearance  of  reasek;  Tm  dM 
preservation  of  Iranqoilliiy  and  order,  by  p«a- 
ishing  the  violators  of  its  laws,  by  ■uppreanat 


snecMafiil  conduct  o.  _ 

clared,  by  its  militia,  its  army,  and  ita  navy.  ^ 
by  all  the  laws  which  their  goveratneai  and  as 
require;  for  the  creation  of  revenue,  by  aabjee^ 
log  the  person  and  property  of  every  eittzen  a 
tbe  United  States  to  taxation ;  bv  imprisoDiat 
the  one  and  selling  or  forfeiting  tne  ouicr;  aal 
for  the  power  of  aolleciine  for  its  omt  me,  and 
distributing  and  diffusing  for  the  cortvenieoce  and 
comfort  or  tbe  same  citizen,  political,  coinmer- 
eiil,  literary,  icientific,  and  social  inteDigeBee; 
for  the  power  in  debate,  it  may  provide  not  only 
by  designating  existing  roads,  for  tin  tranxporia- 
tion  of  the  mail,  bat  where  there  are  none,  or 
their  direction  or  condition  unfits  them  for  the 
use  of  Ibe  Gorernment  or  the  people,  bat,  «•  wa 
oonlend,  by  coastrBetine  new,  or  repainitg  tb* 
existing  highways,  la  fine,  ii  is  iavesud  wiik 
evary  right  of  jariadiotion,  and  of  aeqainw  asd 
using  properly  of  every  description,  whicb  a  ne- 
eeaury  or  expedient ;  proper  or  fit  lo  carry  ioio 
effect  its  delegated  and  sovereign  authatity. 

Ii  ifl  in  virtue  of  this  oonenfTant  jarudietiea 
that  tiie  United  Siaiea  may  exereiee  the  power, 
*o  of^en  employed  by  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia, of  impressing,  where  necessary,  the  per- 
sonal property  ofacitisen,  10  facilitate  the  march 
of  its  armies^  or  of  occupying  or  condemniog  hi* 
land  for  a  military  position,  a  camji,  or  fort;  and 
holding  it  so  long  as  thai  necessity  lasts,  and 
with  such  jurisdiction  over  il  u  tut  necessity 
requires,  for  the  limitation  of  which  we  mast 
look  10  the  rules  and  usages  of  war. 

It  is  in  virtue  of  this  authority  that  Congrett 
may  provide  for  condemDing  tbe  soil  of  one  or 
more  of  its  citizens,  where  alike  required,  for  the 
construction  of  a  post  road,  making  to  ihem  al- 
ways just  compensation. 

The  exercise  of  such  a  power  becomes  lyran- 
nical  only  as  every  otherpower  does  whea  abused. 
It  presupposes  an  abortive  eSbri  to  have  been 
made,  to  obtain  the  property  required,  with  the 
eonsent  of  tbe  owner,  for  a  fair  consideration.  In 
no  event  however,  should  the  public  welfare  or 
safety  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  obstinacy  of  a  single 
individual,  blind  to  his  own  interests,  or,posiibly, 
in  secret  league  with  the  enemies  of  his  country. 

This  alarming  authwilv,  portending,  at  my 
colleague  has  told  us,  tncn  fatal  eonseqneocet. 
What  is  il? 

The  power  annnally,  almost  daily,  exercised 
by  every  Stale  Legislatare  in  the  Uniini,  delega- 
ted to  its  inferior  courts  and  officer^  inosferred 
to  every  canal  or  turnpike  company. 

A  power  ao  alarming,  that  whenever  sneb  a 
road  or  canal  is  lo  be  constructed,  erery  owner 
of  the  soil  strives  to  bring  his  estate  within  the 
reach  of  its  influence.  A  lyranny  of  which  its 
sulneels  complain,  only  when  it  is  unfetl. 

One  of  my  colleagaes  (Mr.  Babbovb)  bu 
quoted  to  the  Gomnuiiee  the  lilies  of  >U  the  acts 
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tf  CoagTtw  Tmn  lf9S,  ntablubivt  pMt  ranis 
vitfaiD  the  Unlud  Staiet.  If  fas  hu,  mi  1  timve 
BO  doubt,  eitnifled  ibe  lawn  ihemadvM,  he  miMt 
bmT«  found,  in  the  flnt,  ibirteeit  cIiimb  of  oSineci 
mamerated;  to  do  lets  ihsu  three  of  whieh  the 
Kwfulpnaiihmentof  drathiesatwzed.  Bnceeed- 
iaf  mexa  fasre  miltgated  the  Mveritr  of  ihia,  bat 
without  czc  to  ding  the  capital  poaiihinML  We 
k*ve  heard  po  complaint  from  him  or  from  the 
faoBorable  member  who  laat  addressed  the  Com- 
Biittee,  of  tbesa  peaalties.  The  farmer  lmpn»- 
sireljr  told  as,  1  ue  fail  words,  "  that  the  Leips- 
IfttDTB  of  Vircinta  ii  not  assembled  with  power 
to  barter  away  the  aoil  of  the  people  to  a  foteisn 
CtoTemmeat.''  No,  my  eolleagaes  wilt  not  yield 
to  the  Federal  OoTanimeBi,  for  national  use,  one 
foot  of  the  soil  of  their  eonMitneni^  altbomth  joat 
eompeosailon  be  made  for  it ;  but  tnaf  yield  tneir 
ptrsoBB,  withont  mttrmnr,  to  the  jDsliee  and 
metcy  of  the  tama  GorernmfDt,  in  ntisiiieiioo 
of  h*  antbotity  lo  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads. 

Which,  allow  nic  to  ask,  is  the  greater  power  t 
That  qualified  aathoriiy  whieh  we  claim  orer 
lb*  real  eataie  of  the  citizen,  in  order  to  jHOVide 
for  the  eziftBeies  of  the  Unioo,  and  which  we 
infer  from  the  power  of  esiablisbinf  post  roads, 
or  that  which,  in  order  to  protect  the  tame  power 
from  TiolatioB,  my  colleague  (Hr.  Bxaaona) 
himMlf  exercises  as  a  member  of  this  body  orer 
hia  property,  his  liberty,  and  his  life;  to  satyeet 
the  first  10  forfeiture,  thasecondioiniptiM>Qment, 
aod  the  third  to  an  ignominions  death  t 

Do  the  doctrines  of  oar  oppoaenta  shed  a  lay 
of  light  uiwB  our  path  1  Here  they  illostraied 
the  authority  of  the  QoTsrnment,  or  tha  dntiea  of 
the  citizen  1  Do  they  impart  stability  and  rifor 
to  the  one,  or  yield  secnrity  and  oomfoit  m  the 
otherl 

In  one  opinion  we  appear  oearty  all  lo  agree. 
All  the  Presideats  of  the  United  Siatas,  who  have 
denied  to  as  this  authority,  and  nearly  all  the 

Sentlemen  who  haTo  taken  |iart  against  m  in  this 
ebate,  hare  thoufat,  (hat  if  the  power  to  aon- 
stmet  post  roads  did  not  already  belong  to  Con- 
grees,  it  ought  to  be  acflured  by  an  ameadmeat 
to  the  Constitution.  The  member  from  Uassa- 
ehasetts,  (Hr.  An&wa,)  who  first  addressed  the 
Committee,  acknowledged  the  appropriation  for 
the  Cumberland  road  to  hare  been  MMtioned  by 
the  CoBslitniion,  beeansa  it  facilitated  the  sale  u 
the  Western  lands;  as  he  did  the  esiablishownt 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*,  beoanse  it  in- 
jnred  no  one,  and  adraneed  the  pnblie  welfare. 
He  sntelT  ought  not  to  have  questional  the  legi^ 
imac^  of  the  power  which  we  now  inriie  him  to 
exercise. 

The  aiamber  (rom  New  UampebircL  who  im- 
mediately succeeded  him,  distinctly  aamilled,  in 
the  first  part  of  hie  a^nment,  the  expediency  of 
obtaining  this  powar,  and  before  he  sat  down  ez- 
pressed  a  doubt,  whether  Congress  did  not  al- 
ready posseu  it. 

The  member  who  closed  the  second  dty's  de- 
bate, (Hi.  BuBona,)  remarked,  it  is  trae,  "that 
'  be  was  not  clear  that  he  would  fire  the  power 


'  emtended  for,  wet«  he  ;  _. 

'  ized  to  eonft*  it."  But  if  the  eandor  of  my  cot- 
league  conceded  so  mneh,  amid  the  ardor  of  a 
debate,  in  which  he  bore  so  dlstingaiihcd  a  part, 
what  might  not  be  expected  from  his  patriotism, 
were  his  Conaiiiutional  objections  remored,  ana 
his  conscience  no  longer  an  impediment  to  the 
prosperlir  of  his  eonntry  t 

Mr  colleague,  who  preceded  him,  has,  perhape, 
stood  alone,  for  accident  deprived  me,  mneh  lo 
my  regret,  of  a  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  argu- 
ments of  other  honorable  gentlemen,  who  hare 
risen  on  the  same  side  of  Ihu  qnestioD.  If  1  mis- 
take not,  ha  stands  alone,  in  maintaining  the  ez- 
traordiaary  position,  that  roads,  and  eren  canals, 
are  of  local  ooneem.  1  rnrreKed  to  bear  him 
my,  that  a  aood  road  from  Wishington  to  Rieh- 
mond  wonld  not  be  one  of  general  interest,  fiat 
J  do  not  undenund  that  he  questions  the  pover 
of  the  Federal  QorarBment  to  acquire  the  mere 
•oil  of  a  Slateby  faitparefaaiej  nor  that  of  Con- 
gress, to  exercise  the  power,  which  I  shall  pre- 
sently examine,  of  appropriatine  part  of  the  pob- 
lie  rerenna  to  the  purchase  of  lh«  stock  of  a 
canal,  or  turnpike  company.  From  bim,  tbere- 
totm,  we  differ  only  as  to  the  mode  of  attaining 
our  end. 

Bat  both  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  bare  last 
referred,  hare,  by  clear  implication,  furnished  to 
the  friends  of  toe  resolutions  a  doctrine,  aad  a 
rery  sound  one,  too,  sufficiently  broad  to  protect 
onr  whole  ground. 

The  one  adraneed  the  poeition,  in  which  I 
heartily  conent  with  him,  "that  the  sererat  Btatea 
oDghl  to  retain  every  power  which  they  exercise 
as  effectoalty,  by  themselras,  as  by  the  Federal 
Gorernmenti"  and  the  other  fnmuhed  an  equally 
just  and  clear  limitation  of  the  proper  objects  of 
federal  anthority,  when  he  told  ns,  "that  In  re- 
'  gord  lo  all  tboee  things,  which  reqaire  the  com- 
'  bined  stieagth  of  the  Union,  the  liamem  of  th« 
'  Consiitntion  sooght  to  prorido  by  a  Federal 
'  OaremmenL" 

Taken  either  separately  or  together,  their  doe- 
trinei  amount  to  this,  thnt  all  those  powera  which 
can  be  most  effieaciotuly  and  beneflcinlly  ezer- 
cised  by  one  common  anlhoriiy  perrnding  all  tha 
United  States,  do,  or  should,  belong  to  the  Fed- 
eral Qoremment.  And  if  this  doctrine  be  ap- 
plied to  the  eharactar  of  tha  power  in  debat^  eon 
any  mind,  so  inlelligent  oe  that  of  either  of  my 
ooUeagnea,  hesiuia  long  in  determining  to  what 
Oarernment  it  should  Miongi 

I  hare  ibtboma  lo  traee  the  importance  of  this 
power  to  the  inceoelU  employment  of  ths  pub- 
lic force  dntiag  periods  of  foreign  war,  and  of 
domeitie  dtstnibnace  or  insurrection.  I  could 
add  nothing  to  the  force  of  the  able  ammoni  of 
the  member  from  South  Carolina,  (Ur.  Cothdm,) 
on  that  branch  of  our  inquiry]  and  indeed  much, 
if  not  all,  of  what  1  hare  said,  on  the  other,  the 
Commiuee  may  think,  with  great  reason,  that  he 
superseded  the  necessity  of  my  ndding  lo  the 
comprehensire  and  eloar  riew  which  ha  pre- 
sented of  the  whole  topic  of  debate. 

I  do  not,  howerer,  claim  for  the  Qeneml  Qor- 
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MQiMBi  tk«  poirer  of  sautraettng  roMb  foreom- 
aMreuJ  parpoMB,  althoBgh  I  mdilr  aokBovl- 
«dge  tb«  iDgcnuicr  «uid  foroe  of  th*  krpiiBeDt  of 
ibe  genil«nta  from  South  Carolina,  in  lappori 
«r  Aat  aathoritr.  And  it  nuiit  be  appurat  to 
4h«  Cmmiiiee,  that  w«  differ  abovt  ttie  might 
of  SB  •rgfBmrai  ratter  ihan  tiw  exiiMma  cf  a 
ConaiituliODal  power;  when,  haTicg  ettabliahad 
th«  anlhorilf  to  eoiutfuot  roada  foi  tba  traoMMli- 
ajon  af  iawlligense,  w«  qucatim  if  the  aame 
fow«t  nay  baataroiatd  fora  law  geaaral  pat- 


It  it  ti 


(be  palaol 
italf  iiiipc 


a  meat  alT  iraportanl  to  «oMead  for  aajr  ether 
pawer  Uiaa  that  of  aouinieiiiiff  pott  loada.  If 
wa  «dd  to  iheee  militujr  aaDaU,  ereiy  banefinal 
•ffiet  wilt  be  atuised,  whiali  tbe  friend*  of  th« 
veaoluiioiia  desire  to  Mcomptiah.  The  power  to 
eoBitraet  militarr  roada  moat  bt  adauUed  to  raac 
OB  Btrongn  reaioaa  than  thote  whieh  appljr  to 
ihe  raiabliabmcBt  of  a  tiaaikr  power  for  aajr 
other  pnrpoae ;  nor  aao  it  ba  qaeeti^Md,  bm  that 
all  the  aq^utienia  which  autain  the  former  ao- 


atitutioaal  tight 
highway,  tbe  militarf. 


the  other  •peeiaa  of 
But  wnen  wa  eenaider  that  all  tkoae  imporiant 


eoda  an  iorolred  io  the  exerciae  of  ooe  federal 
power,  the  expediency,  if  not  the  Deocetitf,  (^ 
retting  the  power  in  a  Gorerwneat,  whaaeJDria- 
diction  perTadea  the  whole  territory  of  the  United 
Slatat,  moat  be  yet  more  afpareoi. 

Whatever  tanda  greatly  to  faoililale  the  ^ee^ 
ooUeciioa  of  the  retoniaes  of  the  UnioD,  aad 
ihcii  itticiaiU  application  to  tbe  defenca  of  iia 
udiTidoat  nwHibwa,  nuet  be  Mmprehended,  doi 
oBly  amoag  the  geneial  meant «  piwUiag  far 
the  oonmon  dofcaoe,  but  within  each  of  the  m- 
fttally  (numerated  poweta  of  Gangrata—"  to  de- 
clare war)"  "tomweaiKl  tnpport  armies;"  "to 
provide  for  ealliag  forth  the  militia  to 
tbe  lawi  of  ibe  UDion,  anppi 
and  repel  iavaaioaa." 

Tbe  ecTcral  Staiea  may  be  npeotod 
aoeb  roafb  and  canala ««  land  to  promow  their 
indiTidnal  tecurity  and  wcUarei  bat  it  ta  sot 
iheit  duiv,  nor  hare  they  the  ratantcea  neeacMry 
to  proride  all  thai  the  ailetr  and  proaperity  of 
the  Caion  aMy  require.  If  they  wfM  dMji 
Mrenue  w  thaae  object),  it  mnat  be  drawa 

the  moat  op|»otaire  and  odioot  apacica  of 

lion.  They  will  tax  tbemaclras  for  titair  own 
benefit  alon^niri  lenie  the  United  Sutea  to  em- 
ploy a  antplna  tnaanw  ariaing  bom  a  frnltful 
aonree  of  raraiiue,  Io  wbioh  tbe  Conatitntioa  for- 
bid* them  to  reaott,  to  provide  foi  the  common 
dcfnioc  and  seBeral  welEai*.  It  ia  ncitbar  Joat 
not  leaannthfe,  after  tiaiiafening  to  ihc  Qeoccal 
Qofaromeat  the  parte  aa  well  aa  the  iword  of 
the  aatioD,  to  charge  the  reapcciive  Smtei  with 
the  moat  eipeniire  part  of  the  common  obliga- 


ktlm 


I  alao  ben- 


it  of  their  reapeclira  InCgiaUnraa 
of  Conirreai  to  arery  work  reqniriBr  ''~ 
alien  M  two  or  mote  Sutet  woofd 
qui  red. 

It  wotdd  not  be  difficult  to  mcr,  «■  the  pa- 
•ral  map  of  tbe  United  ftiataa^  tOKmy  nmA  mi 
eanal^  to  proride  for  the  coat  of  whieh,  a  pna- 
pcet  of  aomc  rcmuiwratioB  m  Ihoir  toUa  wtak 
tie  BBceaaBry,  while  tbe  Me,  and  eg^aeqwaat^ 
die  pro&t  of  tbem,  would  defend  ob  the  eoate» 
poraitaoBa  eoacnilon  of  a  aiailar  work  rbi  aa^t 
(da  territoty  of  om  or  more  Stsloa,  baria| 
aeaieely  any  iMeceat  in  the  coamoB  Cntaipntt; 
10  my  nothing  ^  Ifaate  commevctnl  joBltHiHea 
iboae  local  or  politieal  prejadicel^  -wntek  olui 
ofaoenre  and  miMead  the  jadfpMcat  of  aatio*^  ai 
well  at  indiridaala,  in  rclauan  to  ike  objccta  af 
ibtir  real  intcmt. 

What  pecoliat  adraalage,  let  mc  «ak,  witbovt 


■aoniDg 


the  M 


ir  poUio  mtrii  of  Hew 
t  to  heiMf  froHi  that 


contemplated  canal  between  tba  Raritan  nod  the 
Ddaware,  whieh  conititutea  an  atmBtiil  Uak  in 
the  coancxion  of  onr  inlaod  Barigatiaal  Far 
cammcnial  purpoHaahe  could  hare  naBc,whi^ 
would  be  aeaaibly  fell  beyond  the  conotry  along 
the  margin  of  the  canal,  tisiaa  each  tH  dioae 
rirera  hM  Steady  aa  cxteaaivc  markot  open  U 
im  exports.  How  far  the  compeiiiieB  of  ibaat 
two  great  conBMreial  riiala,  New  York  aal 
Pbibdelpbia,  would  Impede  a  eoaaenaa  of  thcae 
ritan,  eaaaM  be  prediptad ;  for  who  can  pro- 
■cribe  bonadi  to  mercantile  jealowy,  tbe  fniitlial 
tanrceof  nationalaniauattiet?  BxpeiicBoe  bat 
aaearinined  the  difficulty  ftfcombiuiag  the  waalih 
of  the  priaoipal  mariceu  of  the  Cfaatapaabe  in  a 
aimilat  enlcrpriie  of  equal  eoMCqueaaa  to  the 
Union  aud  to  the  partiMtar  Slate  which  waa  ta 
be  the  theatre  of  ica  operatioBi  of  aa  tririal  bb- 
poitanc^— the  amallcat  Slate  of  the  Union,  with 

ntd  era  king. 

The  Dttaware  oanal  wat  b^^  i^myyean 
an ;  and  ita  completioa  haa  beeB  no  hmg  ruard- 
ed  for  want  of  Autdt,  that  the  iatcteat  loit  opon 
ti  acoeda  the  capital  atpeoded. 

The  aoamcBoeotant  «f  tbe  only  p<iUie  wnk 
of  MBanleiahle  magsltude  which  owea  ttt  cxiit- 
ence  to  tbe  reaoorcat  of  the  Uaioa,  waa  io^  it- 
tared  tar  ttoaaaaat  of  oa«  of  the  Biatei^  through 
wbieb  it  paatct.  Local  Jaaloaaiea  hare  apfumi 
other  ohtualea  to  iit  final  sneeeai,  w'baeh  hare 
partaaaaady  iaipaired  iu  uiilitr,  nod  are  IJkdy 
toeadanger  Na  pRaerratioa.  iUrylaad  haa  le- 
ftated  to  anihorme  a  loll  for  tbe  ropaira  of  the 
Cnmberlaad  road,  (whiob  PeaBarlraaia  would 
hare  cbeerfnlly  conceded,)  in  order  that  Balli- 
more  mar  more  adraotagaoaaly  coMaod  with 
Philadelphia  for  Ihe  Waeiern  trade  aeraai  the 
AHegbany;  aud  two  little  lewnt  ia  PenDtylra- 
oia  hare  had  the  peiuioioua  iuftoeuee  to  bead 
from  ittdirect  conrt«,aoat  tOBuit  thair  own  sar- 
row  ioteretta,  thia  important  chaand  of  iutef^ 
conraa  between  tbe  EaMem  aod  Weaiem  Btaiea. 
How  many  intereata  mnat  be  nailed  before  a  di- 
rect, saonce,  and  apaedy  iraotponaiion  of  the 
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ovidtd  betWMB  WuhinMoB  and 

And  wkta  w«wy«i«ldr  nnrd 

bla  beiwflt  whioh  iba  Butcs,  wloM 


BKil  c*a  b*  providtd  betWMB  Wuhini 

he  ineonndeMbla 

wrritoriei  lie  balwnn  tbow  eitisi,  wonldupeet 
to  deriTe  froia  u  n»d  BOMctti>g  tlinn.  lh«  niaf- 
oitude  of  lh«  iiid]  ihit  it  woold  CMi;  and  IM 
tivkl  objeeti  wliich  woald  coatead  for  in  appli- 
caiiou,  is  it  not  cTident  ihvt  ibis,  cw  koy  thnitar 
eBMrpria*,  u  nnktuiamUr,  bul  by  tb«  ntomete  ot 
the  Vaioa  ud  ih«  will  of  Goornw  1  Yet,  bad 
iIm  e*er-mmorable  eiyhib  oT  JBsnarjr  proved  a 
dar  of  monnuDf  iutead  of  TiclOT;,  how  impor- 
iBDt  •bonld  we  all  have  ^imed  wny  iBMaare 
wbieb  eomU  bring  tlila  remote  btii  iniereMiog 
point  of  da&aee  nearer  to  the  eeal  of  oar  Ger- 
ernneat,  the  preaasMd  oeatre  of  ita  operatioae  |- 
If  there  be  a  power  peeotiartf  Men)  in  the 
eod  wUch  it  jMopoeea  aad  tba  aeau  reqnirtd  for 
iu  attainmeat,  I  repeat  Ibat  it  ii  lb*  rm  power 
for  whioh  are  are  eoBtrndtng.  With  what  pre- 
piietf,  ibarefore,  do  oar  adverMriea  eharge  ne 
with  BlwiBpting  to  Bobvert  the  bataiiaa  erf  lh» 
CooBiitDtion,  the  ealabliabed  beuvdary  of  SiMe 
mad  Fedwvl  aotbarity  1 

Th*  hMiomble  meiBber  in  my  eye.  (Mr,  H. 
N«t<aoR,)Haadf  the  alarm,  and  JBTitesiiiifrinA 
to  tb«  lait  battle  for  Btaie  rigbla.  He  proolaiB* 
the  aoTaraiginjr  of  the  State*  la  be  in  dangar  of 
invasion;  nay,  mare,  oTaeiDalAibrcnion. 

Mr.  Cbainaan,  we  hnve  appioaefaed,  is  tbe 
eoaraa  of  ihie  debai*,  an  interceting  qoenioi) ; 
which,  if  ever  Involved  in  the  ordinary  itnigglee 
of  party,  ie-  degraded  fron  its  proper  elation  in 
tbe  teieace  of  Ameriean  poliliei:  tbe  qneelioB, 
whether,  in  tbe  fbiure  progress  or  decleniioo  of 
our  political  iattitniione,  tbe  liberty  which  tbey 
were  dceigaed  to  perpetuate  baa  more  to  dread 
fron  adiuolniioo  of  the  Union  thaa  a  eon*olida< 
lion  of  the  Biaies.  Ad  inqoiry,  laggeiied  indeed 
by  erery  eonatraoiioa  of  the  Federal  Conatitn- 
iion,  whieb  rrqnire*  the  limits  to  be  defined  of 
Federal  a^d  Slate  aathority.  And  it  may  be  ftlrly 
presamed  that  tbe  deciHos  of  all  donblfnl  eases 
will  more  or  less  depend  upon  the  peeullar  faint 
that  every  mind,  wbieb  hai  pasaed  throagh  tbia 
iaquiry,  mar  have  uoconioioOBly  taken. 

For  myself)  1  oandiAy  aeknowledge,  beeanic  I 
■eMibly  aii,  the  inflnence  of  tbe  opinioinj  as  well 
■■the  argtHnentaoflboeeveDCTafalenfesaBdpft- 
triots  of  tbe  Revolotion,  whose  name*  f  was  eM>y 
latight  to  revere— who  made  the  Consritntiaa 
which  we  are  abotK  to  expoand,  and  had  learnt 
from  espertenoe  the  evils,  ^ainil  tbe  reenrrenee 
of  which  it  was  ioiended  to  guard.  1  beg  leave  to 
present  the  Comeritiee  aome  of  those  opinions ; 
and,  in  doiag  so,  to  emi^y  the  langnage  of  Pab- 
lioi,  than  wbieb  no  roan  faae  anything  better, 
and  I  neth fag eoBB parable  to  ofler. 

"We  have  seen,"  says  Mr.  Madison,  "in  all  the 
'  euinples  of  aB«eni  and  modem  eonfederaeie*, 
'  the  iirongest  tendency  cootlmially  dinlaytog 
'  iuelf,  in  tbe  membeta,  to  despeit  tbe  OenerM 
'QoveranKOt  of  ile  authorities;  with  a  very 
'  iaeffitainal  oapaeily  in  tbe  latter  to  deieed  ilacff 
'  agaiasi  their  encnMcbnents."  (Mr.  Mmor 
Iben  read  several  pasMgcs  from  tbe  46th  and  Mtb 


nnmbert  of  Patdins,  atid  ptoeeeded:)  TraDs- 
pottiog  oaraelves  back  over  tbe  laat  thirty  ye«Ts: 
to  the  period  when  Publios  wrote,  we  may  well 
iaqaire  whether  these  remarks  were  designed  to 
obaraeterite  the  times  which  had  passed,  or  those 
whiofa  were  l«  come  1  Whether  tbey  are  to  be 
regarded  as  history,  or  as  prophcey  1  Nor  oogbt 
we  to  woader  that,  in  both  respects,  their  tratS  i* 
iadiapttuhle ;  since  no  author  could  better  write 
tbe  history  ihaa  one  who  was  a  specHtor  of  the 
events  which  be  daaeribss;  and  the  nearest  ap- 
ptozlmation  to  prophecy  which  aoiaapired  rensan 
can  aaaha  will  be  found  in  a  dednetion  of  the  fu- 
ture from  the  nasi. 

We  realized  in  the  war  wbieb  has  reeently 
terminMcd,  aad  w^ieb  while  it  haled  seareriy 
paMinied  oar  frontier,  a  great  part  of  the  debU' 
If  of  tbe  Coafodaration  ;  and,  what  is  remarin- 
Ua,  from  tbe  saoae  sosree,  the  pow«r  of  the  iadf- 
vWaal  StataB,  aad  lb*  dafcrtive  mietiMi  of  lb« 
law*  of  the  Uaion.  An  aot  of  Congraas  mHHot' 
taed'the  President  to  nail  out  a  detacbmeot  of 
militia,  previondy  organized,  in  eeitaia  eveoB 
foreaeao  by  the  CoostitMlon ;  aad,  fbr  that  par- 
poseL  t*  issna  bla  orders  to  any  otteer  or  offloera 
of  the  militia  tbM  be  might  think  proper.  I 
quota,  I  believes  tba  v«ry  lerai*  of  tbe  aot.  H» 
daes  is>«a  bin  ordeiei  b«  to  Ae  Ooveraom  of 
tbe  resaaetive  Stales.  And  what  wae  Iheresvk? 
That  the  Bxeeniivea  of  those  Biatn,  who  had 
been  the  zralaua  friends  of  tbe  war,  obeyed  the 
call  of  tbe  President  very  promptly,  and  ihase 
who  bad  been  decidedly  hostile  yiemd  no  obe- 
dinae  whatever. 

It  is  not  necessary,  bat  yet  not  dtogetber  tm- 
peniaent  to  reaoark,  ttaat  those  who  disobeyed 
ramaiaad quiet  spectators  of  the  cboimoa  war; 
while  (I  speak  for  one  Slate,  at  least,)  tbe  claim* 
for  the  esira  expense  of  marching  the  delaeb- 
ments  of  militis  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  madf 
by  the  executive  magistrate  who  had  exeenicd 
the  order  of  the  President,  were  rejected  by  the 
latter,  on  the  ground  that  the  Stales  were  boaad, 
at  their  own  ezpeiwe,  to  reader  their  detaohaMAta 
at  tbe  placa  of  general  rendesvotti. 

Althoiigh  the  dafeei  may  have  been  in  tbe  ad^ 
Maiairaii«a,  rather  than  in  the  powefs  of  the 
Oeneral  OovarMDeot,  as  It  evidemfy  sprang  from 
extandiag  iu  antboriiy  to  tbe  Stales,  rather  than 
tbe  citizen,  to tha  ebiefof  »departBMnlof  aSlBie 
govemnMiit  ratbef  ibttn  to  an  oSeer  of  tha  miii*- 
tia,  who  cobM  have  been  subjected  to  trial  and 
;  pvnithed  for  disobadiaaetk  yet  it  eflectaally  testa 
tbageaiiM  of  ear  pollticM  loeiitMiaBs,  and  Ul«a- 
tmisa  the  dagger  of  reating  the  soceesefbl  eser- 
i  tioo  of  a  Fedtnl  power  on  the  eo-operatioa  of  ibe 
Bute  aatbarities.  It  fbrewavna  us,  as  did  tbe 
history  of  the  Confederalion,  of  the  debility 
which  ihreaiens  a  ipovarnment  over  distinct  and 
pewerfW  sovereignties.  It  fnrnishes  an  instrae- 
live  eatition  agaioet  the  Bobmission  of  tbe  impor- 
tant poieer  whieb  we  are  about  to  exercise  to  any 
other  eontrol  than  the  will  of  Congress,  or  to 
.regard  it  in  any  other  light  thaa  its  true  Coosd. 
intltHMl  character— a*  a  eomplete  and  sovereign 
aaihority.    The  spirit  of  disobedieace  brake  oat 
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in  the  late  war,  in  a  ftontiar  State,  on  tha  oat- 
akim  of  the  Uaion. 

Let  tu  imagiDe  that  in  some  fatare  nttioDtl 
aalamitf,  tome  fofeign  or  civil  war,  ibc  Sutct 
nnresi  to  the  ceoire  of  am  ayatem.  New  York  or 
Tirgiaia,  for  example— it  i*  obTJoa*  that  I  mean 
no  reproach  toanTpanieolarseetioD  ofonrcoDa- 
—I  am  looking  al  homao  naiore,  liable,  erery- 
ere,  to  delosioo  and  error:  I  lajr,  aoppoM  « 
diMfieolioD  to  a  war,  declared  by  ouraelrM  on 
oar  eneinf,  ihoold  leare  either  of  thoM  ceDinl 
Hutei,or  Pennsylvania,  u  powerful,  nod  «a  likely 
ai  either  of  them  to  imitate  the  recant  example 
of  Maaaachueetii,  lo  throw  every  poaaible,  and 
ooneediBS  all  that  our  oppoaent*  a*k,  every  Coa- 
■tilBtional  obatraetion  in  the  path  of  ibe  Nniional 
Govetnnmt— to  put  down  the  ferries  and  icnr 
down  the  brid|es  *crou  the  HodaoD,  the  Dala- 
wue,  and  ihe^oioaae— to  break  up  tJw  roads 
whiob  led  over  ifaem,  for  they  are  all  State  nrop- 
arty,  inalieoable  by  Slate,  nod  aaeoniroltable  hy 
Fedetnl  anthorily— yoneonld  not  poaish,  in  yoar 
toatfM,  n  citizen  of  New  York,  PennaylvanJn,  ot 
Tireiitiai,  who  was  •ngafed  in  a  lawfol  not  of 
obedieoea  to  the  orden  of  hia  local  foverwnaai. 
What  then  become*  of  yoor  ganiL  of  your  nrmy, 
of  yoor  Unioni  The  ehampiosa  for  State  righia, 
who  eonsidec  every  anihomy  wrested  from  the 
Ocnenl  Govemmeni  na  n  oew  barrier  to  iu  vn- 
eronchncDta,  would  find  necessity,  that  ancient 
mother  of  bad,  a*  well  as  good  ioveniiona,  aet  to 
work,  with  lee*  tranquil  and  patient  regard  for 
Conatilniional  acruplea  than  we  are  now  at  lib- 
erty 10  iadulffc,  to  discover  some  sovereign  remndy 
Cor  saeh  intolernblo  evili. 

Little,  sir,  as  ihia  Qovemment  is  to  be  dreaded, 
while  rcalrained  within  ita  Coaatltational  limila, 
it  Is  too  strong  lo  be  provoked,  or  required  to 
tmnacaDd  them,  without  dinger  lo  the  liberty 
wkick  it  was  intended  lo  preserve.  No  track  of 
tyranny  ia  more  beaten  than  that  of  power  over 
tM  bonodarie*  of  a  Conaiitntion  which  it  dare 
not  reaped. 

Let  the  Sinies  allow  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment every  oecessary  antboriiy.  In  the  language 
of  the  anthor  I  have  laat  quoted,  "  the  Federal 
'  and  Bute  govemmcnla  are  in  &ei  bat  different 
'  ageou  and  truafees  of  the  people,  m  ailoatad 
'  with  difiereni  powers,  and  desined  for  different 
'  pnrposas.  TbeadversantiofiheCoDstitatioo," 
and  we  inajr  apply  the  following  language  to  oura, 
enMcially  in  answer  to  ihe  celebrated  nrgamenl 
of  the  saiDa  author, "  have  lost  sight  of  the  people 
'  in  their  reaaoaings  on  this  subjccti  and  have 
'  viewed  theso  difierent  eatabliahmenis,  not  only 
'  aa  mniual  rivals  and  enemies,  but  a*  oncon- 
'  trolled  by  any  common  superior  io  tlieir  efforts 
'  to  usurp  ihe  nnthority  of  each  other."  "  These 
gentlemen,"  says  Ur.  Madison,  "must  be  re* 
'  minded  of  their  error;  they  muift  be  told  thai 
'  the  ultimate  authority,  wherever  the  derivative 
'  may  be  foaad,  resides  io  the  peoj^ealooei  aod 
'  that  it  will  not  depend,  merely  on  iha  compara- 
'  tive  ambition  oi  addrcsa  of  the  different  Grovero- 
'  ments.  whether  either,  or  which  of  them,  will 
'  be  able  to  enlarge  its  sphere  of  joriadiction  at 


'  the  expense  of  the  other.  Troth,  no  less  than 
'  decency,  requires  ihat  the  event,  in  ercr^  ok, 
'  should  be  supposed  lo  depend  on  the  araunecQ 
'  aod  saociion  of  their  eommoo  eonsti taenia.' 

It  ia  the  right,  and  moreover  the  duty  of  tta 
people,  by  the  exercise  of  their  elective  fraaeUK 
to  restrict  each  government  to  ita  proper  sphm 
of  opemtioB ;  it  will  never  be  their  duty,  Mr- 
ever,  to  paralyse  the  energy  of  the  Federal  Qcr- 
emmeot,  by  reoderiog  it  abaolately  dependisi 
for  the  exercise  of  a  neeesaary  power  on  the  wi^ 
dom,  moderatioD,  or  fidelity,  of  n  single  State, 
whose  duty  will  prompt  it  to  look  to  it*  own  in- 
terest, aad  whose  intereit  will  somettinea  lead  it 
lo  disregard  the  general  weUare.  The  people  of 
America,  contrary  to  the  predieiiona  of  my  col- 
laagBe,(Mr.U.NBLaoK,)  will  have  the  pmdence  to 
guard  a  power  delegated  by  them,  for  their  com- 
mon safely  and  happiness,  from  being  defeated  of 
ita  objeeta  bf  nn  iocoaaidernble  part  of  their  own 
number.  Sir,  io  the  recent  history  of  onr  Uaion, 
one  prominent  feature  cannot  have  escaped  ob- 


cramaot  ia  not  so  beneSeial  as  the  oppoution 
which  they  somatimca  wftge  is  perniciooa.  Weae 
there  room  to  doubt  tbia  Act,  its  renaoa  wonldbc 
found  to  eaUblish  iu  troth.  The  Geiaenl  Gov- 
emmeni was  made  to  anbsiai  by  meana  of  iti 
CoDatituiional  authority  j  it  waa  designed  to  op- 
erate not  upon  the  StateS]  but  on  the  people— the 
zeal  of  (he  State  goverameote  may  ioapire  iia 
couacila  with  temerity,  aod  preeipitata  ihem 
into  iadiaereet  action.  Their  aeparate  advice  ta 
that  of  a  mooilor,  who  aees  bat  a  small  pnrt  <J 
the  ground  over  wDich  yoaBtetotravel,nnd  who 
is  not  immediately  answemble  for  the  aaeeeaa  of 
yourjoarney;  his  zeal ianoreatnined  by  tiie  wis- 
dom which  knowledge  imparts,  c»  the  prudence 
which  responaibitiy  creates.  Virginia  aumonnced, 
some  lime  before  the  last  war  was  declnred,  lhat 
it  was  dishonorable  for  the  United  Slntea  to  re- 
main any  longer  at  peace;  she,  in  fiact,  declarvd 
the  war  iwfore  the  General  Qovemmeal  deemed 
it  expedient  to  do  so.  It  waa  moved,  I  recollect, 
10  amend  the  declaration  by  providing  that  the 
war  shonld  not  be  begun  ontii  ndeqnaic  ''prepa- 
tntioD  had  been  made  for  its  active,  vigocotia,  and 
dScieni  proaecuiioo."  Theamendmeatwnaecoat- 
ed  out  of  the  House  of  Deiegnles  by  anovof  whelm- 
ing m^jorilv,  the  mover  of  it  voting  with  that 
maioriiy  n  few  miootea  afierward*  foe  the  naked 
and  nnqualified  declamiioo.  Thia  wa*  in  the 
depth  of  Winter.  Wnr  was  not  proclaimed  at 
Waahiogton  until  the  following  Summer.  Whe- 
ther anfficient  preparation  had  been  then  made  for 
its  active,  vigoroua,  and  suacetsful  ptoseealion, 
those  who  had  to  conduct  its  operation  will  best 
remember. 

We  have  seen  the  character  and  conaeqacnecs 
of  the  support  yielded  by  a  Stale  to  the  Geaeml 
Government.  My  colleague  has  already  gloried 
in  the  aucceaa  of  her  opposition  in  the  revolntion 
which  she  effected  in  1798,  by  which  he  nnd  hia 
friends  were  brought  into  power.  The  honor- 
able Speaker  gave  to  us  the  same  hiaioiical  fhct. 
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ncept  that  hm  admftud  tfaa  State  whieh  ka  rep- 
remistoapartof  tbafloryof  prodacingiL  Let 
it  be  eoaecdad,  If  othar  tenttemen  ata  mtliBg,  to 
liaTe  been  iba  act  ef  oaa  or  of  both  thaw  Slates. 
It  wai  eSiMted  hj  retolntione  and  a«fiimeiit«. 
WhU  ditNlved  the  embarKO?  Nailber  reMla- 
ioDi  Dorargameiiti.  Slate  ligbta;  Slate  lews;  re- 
liaiMee.  What  paraljrxed  the  eflbrts  erf'  the  Na- 
ioDil  Ooretnment  daripg  the  late  war?  The 
rcfu*ali)fobcilieneejresiMBDea|8lKleriKhttBmiD. 
To  coerce  a  refraetorj  Stale  u  an  aaiawftiT  ez- 
perimeoL  It  ie  nntned,  and  fall  of  daofer.  It 
M  horrible  1  the  great  barmie  of  the  old  feudal 
noaarcbiea,  irbtle  baeked  by  their  ivuiiiere,  tbtf 
kearded  majeitf  in  daipile  of  the  crown  and 
teepirc,  ftuniihed  no  Hene  like  a  war  of  ibit 
[TnioD  agaiiut  iia  nemberi.  RebellioD,  where 
int  oBfl  OareremeDt  exuti,  is  wllhont  a  tTttem. 
[t  begin*  its  manih  in  darkoesa,  with  nncertain 
ud  betitating  footetep*.  But,  when  a  Bute  re- 
riete  the  Coostitniional  antborilr  of  tbe  Union, 
ircaaoa  aaeames  at  onee  the  port  of  majeety;  a 
laf,  an  ham,  a  minotc  maiorei  in  plans,  aod  it 
[a  pepared  fm  aaiioa.  All  at  home  remalu  at 
]Hiet  a>  before.  The  people  ■earccly  know  that 
It  ezitu.  It  wean  the  impoeing  garb  of  Stale 
right*)  and  who  has  ibe  itrength  to  oDiaaikit* 
Jefarmitir  t 

I  hare  not  altered  these  remark*,  Mr,  Chali^ 
main,  in  imitation  o(  tbe  aroved  purpose  of  atf 
loileagite,  (Mr.  H.  Nelbom.)  I  bare  no  moiife 
to  arouse  tbe  dormant  feeling  of  parif .  ISj  doe- 
Irine  bad  ooee  a  party  to  eastaio  it,  but  that  Hj 


s  Muaed  away. 
TbeeiaMple  of 


of  Tirginis  ha*,  indeed,  effected 
great  rarolntioo.  I  do  doI  know  bat  that  1 
itand  aloae  in  ibis  Honae,  wbeo  I  deny  the  right 
>f  any  State  goTeromeat  whatever  to  aeceieraie 
tt  direct  by  its  eulogies  or  it*  ittttruction*,  to  re- 
Ard  or  defeat  by  its  denunciation*  or  it*  resist- 
tnee,  tbe  ■"(JPilBr  operatioiu  of  the  Nadonat  Oot- 
•rnment.  There  remaini  not  now,  howerer,  a 
lolltary  State  which  has  not,  in  some  form  or 
itbcr,  exercised  ihi»  power,  nor  one,  I  might  add, 
*rhieh  has  not  had  cause  to  repent  IL  The  prac- 
;iee  may  be  traced  to  Ibat  eelebraied  argument 
:o  which  wa  have-  been  *o  often  referred  for  aa> 
ibority  in  this  debate ;  whieh,  in  ii*  outaet,  tests 
ihe  saoctioD  of  the  Constituiioa  oa  ihe  auent  of 
ibe  State*,  raiher  than  that  of  the  people,  and,  in 
aarrowinc  tbe  foundaiion  of  Ihe  Natioimt  Oot- 
imineat^  liaa  endaagered  its  siabilily.  To  the 
wine  spirit  which  expounded  the  Constituiioa,  as 
i  eoatpaet  among  the  States,  aad  asaeried,  for 
[hair  ordimry  Lecrsktures,  tbe  right  to  seiile  its 
irae  import,  may  be  dfeiiootly  traced  tbe  present 
jpposilion  to  tbe  exercise  of  that  Feders)  power 
ivbicb  cooilitules  the  subject  of  our  present  de- 
iberation. 

Bat  my  Gotlewie,  who  has  so  ardent! j[  appealed 
:o  this  ancient  ieeliog  as  a  lesl  of  political  truth, 
las  orerrated  tbe  magniinde  of  the  question  to 
which  be  inTiies  its  application. 

We  mean  not  to  prostrate  ihe  jorisdiclion  of 
the  State*  orer  their  own  toil.  We  only  deny 
.bat  it  b  exclttsive.    Each  Stale  goverauient 


wiU  retain  a  eoiKtlrrent  jarisdiction  with  the^ 
United  Sutea,  orer  tbe  surface  of  ereiy  national 
road  or  cMtal  within  its  territory ;  and  will  ex- 
ercise soveteigoty  to  the  same  extent  as  the  tat- 
ter, or  to  tbe  Aiit  ezwnt  of  its  Constiluiional 
autharrtT.  Bren  soil  may  not  be  penaaDently 
alieoatea  from  its  former  proprietor  by  its  eon- 
deaaation  or  pnchaae  for  public  use.  I  need 
not  inform  ray  eolleague,  (Mr.  H.  NaLsoN,)  who 
once  adorned  the  bench  of  jnsiiae  orer  which  ha 
preaided,  that  tbe  right  of  soil  as  well  as  Juris- 
dioiion,  tbe  title  of  the  cJtiiea  a*  well  as  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  Sttite,  may  be  dirided;  the  for- 
mer between  an  Incorporated  company,  for  exam- 
ple, who  aeqtiire  the  conditional  poaaession,  fora 
spaaial  purpose,  and  ihe  prior  occupant  who  re* 
laia*  the  Tertrsion,  and  wbenerer  that  purpoae 
fail*,  or  the  oorperattoa  ii  dissolrad,  may  re-enter 
apon  bi*  soil ;  the  jorisdictioa  between  the  Oen- 
eral  Goremmsnt,  wbo  has  ccw*inteied  tbe  road 
or  esoal  fM  oeruin  nass,  and  tbe  State*  who, 
for  eTcry  other  political  pnrpcee,  retain  their  ju* 
rixtiction  uaimpalrad. 

Nor  let  it  be  soppoaed,  as  another  of  my  etA- 
laasitei  (Mr.  Shtth}  has  iniiioated,  that  anr 
oollisjra  can  beaoe  arise,  which  might  not  result 
is  a  mnch  more  alarming  degree,  from  the  cob- 
enrtanl  exeretee,  by  the  Federal  and  Slate  gor- 
emmcnts,  of  many  other  Const iiotional  powers, 
nnirerMlly  admitted  to  belong  to  both,  and  ex- 
lending  orer  the  mme  jwoperty  and  pereone. 

I  hare  sought,  Mr.  Cbairman,  to  snatain  the 
anthorily  of  the  General  Oorernmeni  to  con- 
stntei  roads  and  canals,  foi  saoh  purposes  a*  seem 
to  ne  to  be  expressly  esnetioned  by  Ihe  Consii- 
tuiioD.  Should  a  majority  of  [he  Commtltaa, 
however,  deny  this  power,  a  part  of  the  public 
benefit  whieh  would  aecrae  from  its  exercise 
otav  yet  b*  attained  by  ihe  exertion  of  another 
aathoritv,  cmccmiaf  Ihe  legitimacy  of  which 
less  doubt  nuy  pouibly  exist ;  tbe  aQlhority  of 
apnropriaiiag  the  public  rereoue,  bo  as  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defenee  and  general  w^- 
fare  of  the  United  State*.  For  every  road  or 
eaoal,  which  the  ptiblic  interest  would  prompt 
the  National  Legislature  to  provide  for,  may  be 
eomprebended  within  the  general  description 
furnished  by  the  Coneiitution  of  tbe  objects  to 
which  the  revenue  of  the  United  State*  may  be 
applied. 

This  antboricy  woatd  not  embrace  tbe  power 
of  eondcmniK  the  soil  vt  a  citizen  for  pablic 
Bee,  nor  confer  an^  jurinliciioo  over  it  when 
pawhaeed,  with  bis  roluniary  oen>eni,  which 
the  Federal  Govemncot  did  not  before  posseea. 
It  mm  be  exerdsed  for  the  purpose  which  is 
now  proposed,  either  in  dependence  upon  the 
will  of  Ibe  proprietor  of  the  soil  or  of  tbe  Suto 
in  which  it  lie*. 

Yet,  as  some  objects  of  great  natioail  impor- 
lanoe  have  been,  and  many  more  might  be  ae- 
complisbad,  even  by  this  (ubonlitiaie  power, 
allow  me  to  endesvor  to  corroboraie  tbe  argu- 
ments by  which  it  has  been  stuiained,  and  to 
notice  some  of  the  objections  which  bare  been 
arged  to  disprove  Ui  existence. 
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The  Sth  of  ttw  Ailiel«of  CoBredenttoa  pra- 
TMtcd  "  all  cJiarEei  of  war,  aad  sU  oUmi  axpMan 
ineinrod  for  ctHuraoD  dcfeiice  aad  gsneral  wel- 
iaia,  and  allowed  bj  Coagrm,  iMald  be  d^ 
flawed  ont  of  a  comoioa  treaiarr."  Tha  reu- 
dae  of'ibe  article  deacribn  how  that  treaturr 
thoDid  be  fiUed. 

Ad  enameralion  of  the  powera  of  Caagreaa 
UUJU  BVCCMd*,  it)  which  ttwy  are  aulhorized  to 
•Merlain  the  iiubs  of  laaiier  OEceanrT'  '<>  be 
Taiaed,  for  the  lerrice  of  tb«  United  Staiaa,  aad 
(o  apptapriaia  aid  sapply  them  for  defmy iag  the 
poblic  expeoMa.  The  laat  cUmc  ia  immcdiaitjjr 
lUiowed  d;  oae  whieh  gisnta  the  "aalkocitjr  to 
borrow  mooejr." 

Htn  is  ito  limitatien  whatever  of  the  olytcl* 
of  nacral  expeitdiuiM,  m«4,  aoeardis^ljr,  uodin- 
th«  Confederatioi)  none  vai  erai  Inagiaed  to  ex- 
ist. In  a  raport  of  (he  aoBmiUee  of  Cottgtata 
m  1783,  eODHiiiDC  of  lb.  HamiliM,  Hr.  feUdi- 
MB,  and  Kr.  FilZMmoMU,  all  of  wkou  wen 
imraberi  of  the  cottrentiM  which  lobMfvmtlf 
flamed  the  Federal  ConalittHJiMi  aad  tfia  flnt 
two  authon  of  ih«  batt  upoMtioa  of  that  Ood- 
sUintioD  now  extant,  it  ia  d«al>ted  Ibat, "  thia 
'  proriaiiM  of  the  ConCtderaiion  annprahtBdi  ait 
'  indefiwt*  power  of  preaaribiof  ibe  qaaotitf  of 
'  monay  to  be  r»iae<l,  aad  of  •H>'*^>>tti>S  it 
'  wbaa  raiaed." 

The  fitat  olanae  of  the.sectaoa  of  iha  Conatt- 
tation  wliieb  enameraiM  the  geaerU  poware  of 
CoDgrna,.aDd  conien,  t»  I  eonleiid,  thai  wkich 
I  am  aboBt  to  mainiaiD,  is  a*  aloaaly  copied  fiom 
th»  Artielet  of  Confederaiioa  as  ih«  dtderent  lar^ 
enae  s^stens  of  the  govarnBenl*  would  admit. 
It  prOTidei  thu  Congreas  shall  have  power  "  to 
'  lajr  and  collect  taxes,  duties  impaaii,  and  ex- 
'eiaesi  to  pav  the  debts  aad  proride  for  the 
'  eomaMD  oefciwe  and  gmersl  welfare  af  the 
'  Untied  States;  but  all  datic^ impMts,.aiid ex< 
'  cioei  sfaaJl  be  uniform  thro«§hoBt.  the  United 
'  Stale*."  To  this,  also,  direetlr  tueceedi  the 
aaihorily  to  borrow  money. 

The  sole  purpdae  of  thi«  elamw,  like  that  of 
the  8ih  article  of  the  Confedaration,  aad  of  the 
part  of  the  9th,  which  I  have  qioted,  t«  to  pro- 
vide for  the  ciealioa  aad  diabaiaemeat  of  rsre- 
Qiie.  The  pover  to  appropriate  the  public  mo- 
Mf  it  nowhcis  else  aim ;  and  ii  here  u  indefir 
nite  a*  it  waa  under  the  Articlei  of  CoDfederatloa, 
from  whieh  this  eUutc  was  ebrioualy  derived. 
For  what  ol)jeet  «ai  ib«  tancuage  of  tbe  Arlielea 
of  Confederuion  borrowed  hp  ibe  aattwraof  the 
Federal  CaastiloiMn,  if  not  to  oanEtr  an  eqnat 
autorilr  over  the  public  pwae  1  It  waa  stcdy 
not  deiigned  to  testrain  the  mw  OovHUmeat,  ia 
ralaiioa  to  a  power,  which,  however  iadefinitaia 
theory,  under  the  old,  had  been  fennd  very  lim- 
ited and  defective  ia  practice. 

If  this  daaae  has  ever  been  so  coaetriied,  as  to 
extend  the  powers  of  tbe  Qenetal  Qovernmanl 
to  other  objects  than  the  collection  nod  appro- 
priatioa  of  the  public  revenae,  thate  who  have 
resisted  that  conatructioa  have  a*  obviously  ran 
into  the  opposite  extreme,  and  oanowed  iu  jaat 
import. 


(Vk.  Smitb,)  "  that  this  clanse  c 
tioual  powers  lo  those  coMaiaed  in  tke  ask*- 
quent  cloHies  of  the  same  section."  Anoiha. 
(Mr.  BAoaouH,)  ba*  inferred  "  that  the  Coonui- 
'  lee  of  Roads  and  Internal  Naviguimi  ktvt 
'  yielded  Iha  point,  that  this  clnase  doea  not  ea- 
'  large  the  objects  to  which  the  public  mnaii 
'  may  be  apftrDpriatcd." 

The  Conatilulion,  Mr.  CbairmBii,  esaooi  be 
shorn  of  its  righiful  authority,  by  the  eo»cc»- 
sionB  of  onr  fritodt,  nay  mote  than  by  the  uaR- 
tioQs  of  our  opponenui  end,  ia  'n«miaing  ikt 
practical  ueBstMietioa  of  tbia  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral  Ooveraaaent  from  the  dawn  of  Araerreaa 
ladepeodence  to  the  preaani  day,  I  afaall  fcnrleaa- 
ly  encouoief  erwy  authority. 

Were  tba  cantlrnctioa,  however,  vatainh  ont 
opponent*  have  pni  on  tbia  elnaae,  eanvet,  it 
would  leave  yet  nniiapairMi  tb*  powerof  apjMo- 
priating  the  dividenito  of  tba  Moek  betd  by  ibe 
Ooveroneni  in  the  Bank  of  tb«  Dniiad  Sinie^ 
and  tb*  proceeds  of  ibe  sales  of  the  p  ' 
neither  u  wbicb  fall  within  the  d 


those  tontcaa  of  reveniu  wbkh  nra  embraced  by 
this  Mdiea  j  and  both  of  wbieb  wenld  ecMe- 

SBenily  lemnia  (object  to  the  prevasiea  of  ano- 
lei  clause  of  the  Constitution  wbieb  I  A^ 
preaenily  have  oo«aaiai>  to  notice. 

But  whenee,  let  me  ask,  do  onr  npnonanii  de- 
rive their  limituinn  of  the  power  of  Coaigree*  u 
appropriate  the  pnbticreveaae 7-  Cnagreaabnvc 
power,  we  have  seen,  "  lo  lav  and  coJIeet  taxes; 
10  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  oiMtoon 
deienee  and  general  welAte  ^'  undaf  na  other 
leairiciioBs  except  "  that  all  dntics,  coaiaea,  uid 
customs  Bball  be  uniform;""  that  no  duty  ahaU 
be  laid  on  aMi«le»  exported  from  any  Stnir,"  nor 
anj  "  direct  lax  impaled,  but  aceordiiivio  a  pre- 
Htibed  ratio  omoag  the  severvl  SaMs." 

Wty  doe*  thi*  language  extend  beyond  ifae 
auLhoriiy  of  laying  and  eoUeeting  taxeal  liot 
to  piovide  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  c/  the 
nation.  For  that  obligation  of  good  fatlb,so  liir 
a*  respected  existing  debts,  lbeCoii*tiiatiao,el8B- 
wbere,  expresaly  provided ;  and  from  ibe  anba^ 
^aatit  power  to  borrow  money,  thai  of  rmniBiDg 
it,  when  due,  would  have  been  neeeasarily  in- 
ferred. 

fVhy  descfibe  th«  objecu  le  which  the  nre- 
nue  may  be  ajiplied,  and  io^oae  an  obltgatiaa  te 
provide  for  them,  unles*  the  power  of  npfn>pti» 
liog  the  public  money  to  those  obfecU  «•*  aba 
designed  to  be  gianled  1  Shall  we  iiiidti  anaa- 
lory  a  oJause  of  the  ConiliuUoi.  fran  a  £it 
conitruciien  of  which  it  is  conceded,  by  nlnuM 
nH  ouradveraariea,  tliatmoeh  imUic  beMfitmay 
be  derived? 

They  are  prepared,  however,  to  meet  tbi*  ia- 
teirogatory  with  another.  It  isoMftdenily  asked. 
"  why  should  a  specific  enumeratioD  of  any  other 
■  powers  of  CoQgresa  immediately  foJJow  this 
'  clause,  when  every  power  would  be  emta^ed 
'  by  an  aoihodty  to  provide  for  the  common  da* 
i'  fence  and  general  welliue  V  My  conatrsctim 
.of  the  clause  affairs  on  easy  loltition  of  Uiis  in- 
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TO    THB    PROCEEDINGS    AND    DEBATES    OF  THE  FIRST   SESSION   OF 
THE    FIFTEENTH    CONGRESS. 


.   Aboni,  loaeph,  Mr.  Borrill  prcMotcd  tb«  peti- 

I  tion  of,  TaftiTcd     -        -        .        .        . 

,  IllKt  committea  diichaised,  ind  the  petition 

Tefemd  to  another         .... 

'    Adlnm,  Joho,  Mr.  Goldaboroogh  pnaentad  Ihe 

petition  of,  rafarTed 

•n  advene  report  tbaieou  - 

mad.  and  concnired  in 

African   SlaTB  Trade,  Mr.   BoTrill  aabmitted  a 

Te«»lalioi]  on  die  aubject  of    - 

agreed  to,  aDiI  reaolntion  iirerrid 

Afanta    to    Indian   Tribe*,  Ar.,  Mr.  Campbell 

■nbnilttcd  a  rftolalion  retpecting  the  ex- 

ndiencj  of  nominating,  to  the  Senate, 

•mendad,  agreed  to,  and  rebrred 

a  bill  directing  the  manner  of  ■ppaJDliog, 

read  ■  aeeond  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed     - 
returned  from   the    Honae  of  Reprei 

ti*ea  with  Bmeadmenta  ... 
Senate  diaagrced,'  and  aiked  a  conference  ' 
to  which  the  Honie  of  RepreaentaliTea  aa- 

aented,  and  managen  were  appointed 
report  of  the  manager*      ... 
the  Senate  diaagreed  to  a  part  of  the  recom 

mendation  of  the  managcn,  and  agreed 

to  another  part  thereof .        -        .        . 
the  Honae  of  Repreientativea  receded  from 

the  ameDdment  diaagreed  to  - 
Mr.  CaiopbelJ  aabmitted  a  reaolotion  rela- 
tive to  the  aalariea  of 
agreed  to,  and  referred 
Mr.  Willianu  (Dtnnilted  a  reiolntion  Baking 

for  the  namei  of    - 
agreed  to,  and  committee  accordingly  qi- 

pointed  ...... 

a  Meaaage  from  the  Pretident  tranimitting 

aUatof 

Aikman,  Samnel,  a  bill  from  the  Boom  of  Sep- 

reaentatiTaa  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
leported  with  an  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeaed  aa  amended  ' 
AlabamB  Territory,  a  bill  reapecling  the  aurvej- 

ing  and  lale  of  public  tanila  in,  read 
lead  a  aecond  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed 
lAth  Con.  Ist  SEsa.-~-A    . 


.    Alabama  Territory— continnad.  Pag*- 

a  memorial  prcaented  from  the  Legialatnre 
of,  remonalrating  againit  the  eitenaion  of 
the   limlta  of  (he   Slate  of  Miaaiaaippt, 

read US 

another  memorial  from  the  aame,  praying  to 
be  inieited  with  power  to  incorporalo 
certain  companiea,  referred  to  a  aaiect 


■aid  committee  diacharged         ...    aSS 
a  bill  from  (he  Home  of  Repreeontativea 

concerning,  read 301 

reail  a  iccond  time    -        '        -        -        ..  807 
ordered  to  a  third  reading-        •        -  911 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      -  -  ■      340 

Alien  Sutiea,  a  bill  to  anthoriia  the  SeereEaiy  of 
(he  Treaiurj  to  repay  or  remit  certain. 


read  a  aecond  time     -        -  -        -    SSS 

ordereil  to  a  third  reading  ...     jeg 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...     S70 
Allen,  Andrew,  a  letter  from,  preaen ting  a  copy 
of  the  firat  Meaaage  of  President  Monroe, 
printed  on  gilt  leatber,  read    ...       07 
<    AlliaoD,  Rev.  Burgeaa,  notice  of  the  eleetioD  of, 
aa  Chaplain  by  the  Honae  of  Repreaent- 

ativea H 

Amelia  Taland,  a  Meaaage  Jirom  the  Preddent  on 
i  (he  aubject  of         .....     m 

I  American  Bible  Society,  Mr.  Banfbrd  preaenl«d 
4  the  petition  of  the,  refened    .        -        .       0& 

the  committee  diacharged  ....    341 
i6    American  Hannfactarea,  Mr.  Lacock  preaented 
(he  memorial  of  (he  Philadelphia  Society 

4  lor  the  promotion  of,  referred  •  -  170 
7    Amea,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Aabman  preaentad 

the  petition  o^  referred  -        -        -        -     109 
T    Amory,  Jonalban,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
I  Houae  of  Repreaentativea  for  relief  oC 

B  j  read  twice,  and  referred  ...    gfiS 

reported  wilhoul  amendment     ...     360 

7  I  ordered  to  a  third  reading  '        -        -    377 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...    S7V 
9  !  Anderson,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

8  reaentativcs  for  relief  of,  read  a  first  and 

9  second  lime,  and  referred  -  .  •  78 
1  reported  with  out. amendment  ...  \0t 
I            referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims-        .     SOS 

another  bill  from  the  Hanie  of  Represeuta- 

5  tives  of  the  same  title  read  twice,  and  re- 
S  ferred  to  the  ii 
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Senate  Proceeding!  and  Debala. 


Pige. 
AnnipolU,  Mr.  Qaldaborougb  aubmitted  a  reto- 
latioD  TeqaettiDg  the  Preaident  to  idd,  to 
the  harbors  named  in  the  leeolution  coD- 
ceming  snenit  porta      -  -         -     300 

the  reaolu^on  waa  agreed  to       -         -         -     307 
AppTOprUtians,  a  bill  from  tiie  Houee  of  Reprc- 
aentalJTea  aappleinentai?  to  the  acTcral 
■eta  iBBking.ior  aervics  of  1818,  read  twice     384 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     ...    389 
Armoriei,  Mr.  Wilaon  auhmitled  a  rttolatioa  of 
inqairjr  as  to  the  number  of  anna  *nd  ae- 
coutrementi  manufactured  at  the  leTenl     ISO 
agreed  to,  and  a  commitlee  appotated  163 

a  Measage  from  the  PreeidenL,  with  the  re- 
port of  the  Becrctarj  of  War  in  reply      -    317 
Army,  a  bill  from  the  HoiiBe  of  Reprcaentativei 
reapectiog  the  orgaaiiation  of  tbe,  read 
twice,  aud  referred         ...  "" 

reported  with  amendmeoti 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  u  amended 
read  a  thitd  time,  and  paa«ed     - 
Army   Regieler,    the    Sectetaiy   of  Wat    aent 

copiea  of  the,  for  the  Senate   . 
Anetragea,  a  bill  from  tho  House  of  Repn 

I  making  appropriation  for  the  paj- 


:nt  of,  read 


read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

tepoited  with  amendmeata,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  ai  amended 

Arrival  of  Maile,  Mr.  Storet  aubmitted  a  reaolu- 

tian  of  inquiry  si  to  the  canaei  that  pre- 


■greed  to,  and  referred  aecordingly    • 

Anenai  Porta,  Mr.  King  labmitted  a  reaolution 

reqaeating  the  Preaident  to  came  [o  be 

made  aarreya  of  certain  haibora,  for  the 

purpoae  of  ^ing  on  two  or  more  auitablo 

etallona  for    -        -        ...        - 

amended,  and  agreed  to     •        -        .        . 

Aalunun,  Eli,  of  Maaiachuaeiti,  took  hii  leat    - 

Auatin,  Major  Loring,  and  George  R.  Wella,  a 

bill  from  the  Honie  of  RepTeientatice*  for 

relief  of,  read  ■  first  andiecond  time,  and 

referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reeding  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied     .        .        - 

Authentication  of  acta,  recorda^  dtc,  of  tbe  re> 

■pecti*e  Statea,  Mr.  Uampbell  aubmitted 

a  reiolution  reapecting  Iba 

agreed  to,   and   referred  to  tbe  Judidaiy 

Committee S31 

a  report  of  inexpediency    . 
'     ^  end  concurred  in 


Bailey,  David,  Mr.  Smith  preconted  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       ..... 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 

conaidcreil  and  concurred  in 
Baker,  Stephen,— (See  Miller,  TTiomat.) 
Bank  of  the  United  Staiec,  a  memorial  of  the 

Preaident,  &c.,  of  the,  rod,  and  referred     UT 
report  thereon  read,  and  recommitted 
■  bill  aupptemental  to  tbe  act  to  incorpotatt) 
the,  twice  read       -        .        .        .        . 
ordered  to  ■  thuij  reading  -        -        .        . 
lead  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     - 


Bankmptdea,  Mr.  Daggett  etibmitted  a  rculo- 

lion  on  the  aubject  of     - 
amended,  agreed  to,  and  referred 
Mr.  D.  alao  preaented  the  memorial  of  Iht 

Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Coamerce, 

ceming  -        -         .         .        . 

a  bill  from  the   BouEO   of  Repreaentitiita 

mailing  proviaion  for  supplying  vacanctM 

in  the  commiaaiona  of,  read    - 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
the  committee  dlKhargetl  - 
Barbour,  Mr.,  apeech  o^  on  hii  reaotntion  toudi- 

ing  internal  improvement 
on  his  reaolution  to  present  a  awmd  toCot- 

onel  R.  M.  Jobnaon 
on  the  Navigation  bill 
Bate,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 

tivea  for  relief  of,  read     - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendmentk   - 

read  a  third  limo,  and  passed     • 

Bath,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 

establiahing  ■  port  of  entry  at,reai]tntc, 

and  referred  -         -  -         -        ,      . 

reported  witboat  amendmeBt     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading - 
read  a  third  time,  by  conaent,  and  pawed  - 
Bayly,  Mountjoy,  on  rooiJoD  of  Mi.  TidMM, 

authorized  to  employ  an  assMtut,  A«.  - 
Beau  march  aia,  a  Message  from  the  President, 

with  sundry  paper*,  calling  tbe  aUenli«o 

of  the  Senate,  dec.,  to  tbe  claiina  of  the 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 

aaid  committee  discharged 

papers  referred  to  ■  <  ' 

tbe  same  dischsrged 

Beck,  Paul,  BDd  Thomas  Sparks,  Mr.  Robenapis- 

aented  the  memorial  ol,  refaned 

the  committee  discharged  . 

BelOing,  Godfi-ey  H.,  Mr.  Taylor  pieientad  the 

petition  of,  referrod 

adverse  report  thereon 

conaidered,  and  concurred  _ 

Belfast.    (See  Bath,  in  the  bill  for  wUch  it  it 

included.) 

Belt, George, on  motion ofMr.San&rd,llisCiii>- 

mittce  OB  Pensions  vrere   iniwctad  to 

inquire  into  tbe  eipediencjof  ptaciBl,<» 

the  lilt  of  penaions  -        -      -      - 

tbe  committee  discharged  -        -       -      ' 

Bennett,   Weaver,   Mr.   Bntiill   presenltd  tb 

petition  of,  referred  -         -        •       ■ 

adverse  report  thereon       •         -       •      - 

considered,  snd  concurred  in      -       -      ' 

Berry,  Benjamin,  s  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

for  the  relief  of,  read  tinc«, 


andn 


reported  without  amendmstit     • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Bevan,  Joseph,  Mr.  Troup  presented  the  peUUu 
of,  reTerred    .... 

adverse  report  (hereon 

considered,  and  concurred  in 
Biddle,  Charles,  Mr.  Lacock  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        ;        .       -       • 

committee  discharged,  and  petition  reftrrcd 
to  the  Committee  of  Claimi    • 


DigilizcdbyCOOglc 


QTDBX. 

Senate  Frwxedinge  and  Dtbaitt, 


Page. 
BLrdaall,  Banjuniii,  ind  WiUiun  8.  Fo«Mr,  ■  bill 
from  ths  HouM  of  RspraMUUtiTm  S>t  tfa« 
relief  of,  mil  ... 

rskJ  a  ■ecDod  tim«,  ind  rafeiTMl 
TapoTted  wiUiom  UBaadmant     - 
rflBd  a  third  time,  ind  panad    . 
Bo^ert,  John  G.,  Mr.  King  prenuuJ  tha  peti- 
tion or,  rafnred      .    -    . 
m  bill  for  the  nUcfo^ickd 
rMul  ■  Mwond  ting    •        .        . 
ordered  lo  ■  third  ceuliiiB  - 

read  a  Ibiid  lime.aad  pueed     -  

Boondarj  Liae,  «  biit  to  eitabliih  the,  between 
the  State  of  Miniwippl  and  Territory  of 

AlalHtiiit^  read 30fl 

read  a  aeeond  time    -        .        •        .        ■    309 
BoBDtjT  to  Fitlung  VcHsli,  ■  bill  EOaceming  tka, 

read 167 

read  a  eecMid  time    -        -        ■        ■        .    3S0 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    2T0 
read  a  third  time,  and  puied      ...    SB7 
Bowie,  BelkidB,  Mr.  Suibrd  preeedted  the  p«ti. 

tion  of,  referred      .....    MO 
adverae  report  thereon       ....    SM 
conaidered,  and  cODeurrcd  in     -        -        .    SH 
B«ady,  Jamei,  Mr.  Lacoek  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....    378 
coounitlee  diacharged        ....    38S 
Brent,  Daniel,  and  othen,  (elerka,)  Mr.  Eppea 

prraeoted  the  petttioii  of,  read        -        .    864 
(&«  C/mb.) 
BraTot  Offioera,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  paj  and 

emolumenla  of,  read       -        -  "" 

read  a  aeeond  titna    ... 
ordeied  to  a  third  reading  - 
reported  without  emandmaot     . 
ordered  to  a  tbird  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaed    - 
BreTet  Rank,  Mr.  Daggett  anhmitled  ■  raiolu- 
tion  to  abolish        ..... 
amended,  and  referred  to  tbe  Military  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
aboliahing      ..... 
Brigg^  lease  Mr.  Dickeraun  preaented  the  ti 
morial  of,  referred  .... 
a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aeeond  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaed     . 
returned  inta  the  Hooee  of  Repretentati^ 
with  an  amendment,  non-cnneurred  in 
Brobaon,  Jamei,  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  preaented  the 
memorial  ot,  referred 


ludered,  anc 


174 


.  ._  d,  and  coQcurred  in 

Brooki,  John,  Mr.  Rngglea  preaented  the  peti' 
tion  of,  referred      ... 

adveiae  report  thereon  concurred  i..  

Broutin,  Narciaaua,  and  olhere,  a  bill  from  tha 

HonaeofRepreaantitiiea  for  relief  0^  read     38S 
read  a  aeeond  6me,  and  referred        - 
reported  nith  tmendtnenla 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  aad  paued  aa  amended 
Brovn,  Ssmuel,  Mr.  Reggies  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ... 
an  adverae  report  thereon 
conaidered  and  concnmd  in 


Page. 

Brown,  John,  Br.,  Mr.  Rngglea  preaented  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -        ...       07 
adverae  report  thereon       -        -        .        -83 
coneidered  and  concurred  in       -  .90 

Brown,  Major  GeaeraJ  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the 
HoDie  of  RepreeeotatiToa  for  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  refiirred 
reported  with  amendment* 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaeil  ai  amended 
Brown,  Frederick,  a  bill  Irpm  tha  Honie  of  Rep- 
reaentatirei  for  the  relief  of,  read  . 
read  a  aeeond  time    .... 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
indeSnilely  poalponed 
Bronawick,  Georgia,  a  bill  coneeraing  tbe  diitriet 

read  ■  aeeond  time     . 

ordered  to  a  third  reldtbg 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Bnllan,  Joeeph,  Mr.  Wiljiema,  o 

preeented  the  petition  of,  referred   . 

the  committee  diaoharged 
Bonnelt,  Cata,  Mr.  RoberU  [veeanled  tbe  peti. 


a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       -        ■        ' 

read  a  aeeond  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    • 

Bitmett,  Daniel,  Gibeon    Clark,  end  the  legal 

repreaenlatiTCB  of  Hubert  Rowell — a  biU 

fhwn  the  Houae  of  RepreeentatiTei  tbr  the 

relief  oU  lod         .... 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment    - 

iKdersd  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  ttiird  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended 

Bnrrill,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  hia  reaolntion  cm 

cerning  the  African  elate  trade 

apeech  of,  in  aupport  of  tb<  aaue 

Bunoeei,  comivitteea  appointed  ondet  tbe  SI 

and  4Sd  ralea  for  eoadueting 

a  reaolntion  from  the  Hooaa  of  Refweeanta- 

tiTea/br  aJMntcoronittaetocotiMerend 

report  what,  ought  lo  be  attended  to  belble 

■djonmment,  agreed  to  ...    SOS 

report  of  eaid  committee  -        -        -    340 

Bybgften,  Abraham,  a  bill  from  tbe  Honae  of 

SepfeeantatiTe*  for  relief  o^  read    -  S71 

read  a  aeeoEid  time,  and  referred  .    37S 

reported  withoot  amendment     ...    386 
ordered  to  a  tbird  reading  .        .    3M 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...     S9S 
C. 
Campbell,  George  W.,  of  Tenaeieee,  took  hii 

•eat » 

remarka  o(  on  tha  reeolution  reapecting  the 

African  ilave  trade         .        -        -        .       76 
a  letter  from,  atating  that  he  had  reaigned 
hia  Mat  in  tbe  Senate    -        -        -        -     886 
Campbell,  Samuel,  and  oihera,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  pre- 
aented the  petition  a(  referred        .        .       SS 
the  commttlee  diicharged  -        -        •        -     161 
Canana,  Shnbal,  Mr.  Rugglei  preaented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  .....     369 
(See  Dequindut,  LouU  and  Anloine.) 
Cape  Vincent,  a   bill  from  the  Honae  of  Repre- 
aantatiTM  to  eatabliih  a  port  of  entry  al, 
read  twice  and  referred  ....    843 
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SentOe  Proceedingt  and  Debate: 


Capa  Vincent — confinoed.  Pi 

reported  wi^iout  ■mendment  ■  ■  • 
otilcred  to  >  third  reading  -  .  -  . 
Teada  Ibird  time,  and  pused      ■        .        - 

Oartsr,  Lindon,  Mr.  WilliBiDi,  of  Tennevw. 
preMnled  the  pctitioD  of  the  heir*  or,  re- 


•  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heira  ofi  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied     ... 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  papers  in  the 

CaTaller,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Petit,  the  petiliua 

of,  preaenled  at  the  lait  MHion,  rh  refer- 

rtd  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands    - 

a  bill  conEnning  the  claima  of,  to  a  tract  of 

land,  read      ...... 

read  a  lecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paued     ... 
Certain  crime*  againit  the  United  Stataa,  a  bill 
fiom  the  HoQie  of  Bepreeenlativee  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  to  puniah,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  lefBired 
reported  •rith  amendmsnti         ... 
ordered  to  B  third  reading  -        -        ■ 

read  a  third  time,  »iid  paaaad  u  amended  - 
the  Home  of  Bepreaentati***  diiagread  to 


the  Senate  receded  from  the  *ame 
Certain  Laws,  a  reaolution   for  the  procarament 

Gtttificstc*,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreeent> 
-■ --    'D  aulhoriie  the  pajment  of  eer> 


read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
repotted  without  amendment    ... 
ordered  ta  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  ihird  ^me,  and  puied      ... 
Cbaplalna,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tichenora  reeolo- 
tion  for  the  appointment  of  two,  ofdiAer- 
ent  denomi nation*,  waa  agreed  to  - 
a  mesiage  from  the  Home  of  Reprcieitla- 
tivea  that  ibey  concor  in  the  aame  . 
ClutrdoQ,  Anthony,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
Cheaapeake  Bay,  a  reaolution  from  the  Houae 
of  REpresentaliTc*   for  completing    the 
■urvaj  of  the.  twice  read,  and  referred  . 
reported  nithaut  amendment     .         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaed    ... 
Claima,   appointment  of  the  atandiog  commit- 


Clark.  Aeael,  the  petition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  (he  relief  of,  read        .        .        .    : 

read  a  aecond  time    .'..■: 

ordwed  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    : 

Ckrl^  Gibson.    (See  Burnett,  Dmitl.  4«.) 

Claji  Henry,  a   measige  from   the   Home  of 

Representatives  that  tbey  hare  elected. 

Speaker         - 

Clerka,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
tbe>  employed  in  bia  Department   - 
report  {torn  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

of  the,  employed  in  his  Depaitmsnt 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepreaenlativea  to 
regulate  and  Gi  compeDsation  ot-iead     • 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  -        -    • 


Cliflbrd,  Tliomaa  and  John,  and  oduts,  a  bS 
ftom  the  Home  of  ReprasMttaliTss  fa 

relief  o(  read f. 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  releired        .       ■  U 

reported  without  amendment     •        .       .  S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       -  ) 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad     .        -       .  t 

Coasts  of  the  United  Sutes,  Mr.  Scorer  enboil- 

ted  a  reaolution  of  inqairj  conceniingtbc 

progress  made  in  the  anney  of  the        -    1< 

amended,  and  agreed  to      -  .         .        -    |i 

a  message  containing  reports  in  reply       -   1! 

another  messsge  on  the  same  sut^cet        .   II 

a  bill  to  repeal  part  of  the  act  li>r  rarTeTiBg 

the,  read Jl 

read  a  second  time   .        -         •        •      -  31 
ordered  to  a  third  reading-         .        .      •   Si 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        ■      -   H 
Collection  of  Customs,  a  letter  from  the  8ecie- 
tsry  of  the  Treaaury,  with  a  stttoml 
of  the  pay  and  emolnmenta  of  pensaa 
employed  in  the    -        -         .       .      ■   13 
Columbian   Institute,  a  hill  from   the  H«Masf 
ReprescntatiTea  to  incorporate  the,  mi 
twice,  and  reletred         -         .        .       .  Jfl 
reported  without  amendment     .        >       ■   tf 
amended,  and  read  a  third  time         -       •   K 
Columbian  Inauraoce  CompaBy,  a  bill  iiom  tba 
"~~      of  Sepreaentatieea  ta  inauporais 


lbe,r 


ind  time,  and  referred 
reported  nitb  anicndmenta 
ordered  to  a  third  reading- 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  a*  amended  - 
Colvin,  John  D.,  Mr.  Morrow  praeeated  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 1 

committee  discharged         .        .        .        .    1 
Commerce   and    Manufactures,  appointaMBt  of 

Compensation,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepre- 
concerning,  td  members,  reail 


nmendcd.  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 

read  a  third  time,  and  pissed  la  amended  -    1 

Mr.  Camptiell  presented  ibe  inatmctioni  of 
iheLegielaluie  of  Tenneseee.coacenmif  1' 
Congress,  a  resolulton  from  ibe  Houae  of  I^>- 
reaenlativea  for  tba  tcojporury  tiljwini- 
menl  of,  read  three  times,  by  eeiuenl, 
and  paiaed    

another  lEaoluliuu  from  the  Home  of  Kep- 
reaentalives  fur  adjournmenl  of  Ihe  lit 
sebeion  of  the  Ifith  Congrees,  (appoint- 
ing 1  joint  committee)    -        .       .      •   '■ 

read  three  limes,  concurred  in,  and  a  joiat 
committee  appointed      -         .        .      ■  '. 

the  committee  report  a  resolution  filing  a 
day  for  adjournment  of,  read  - 

read  a  second  time    - 

indefinitely  postponed 

a  reaolniion  from  the  Houae  of  Bepieseuta- 
(JTes  of  the  aame  tenor,  read  - 

read  a  secotid  lime    .        -        .        . 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  Houee  of  Rcprescnlalifes  Sl- 
ing the  time  for  the  next  meeting  o^  read    ^ 

read  a  second  time    ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  paased    ' 


DiBiiizcdbjGoogle 


INDEX. 

SatutU  Prwsading*  and  Debatta. 


Paf*. 

Jonstitation,  Mi.  Dickenon  pmeuted  •  raaolD- 
tiail  uii]  iDitractioDi  ttma  the  Lagnlilnni 
of  New  Jarw;  rclatite  to  an  anrandacat 

of  the,  read -  .     S6 

read  ■  iccoiid  time,  end  referred        ■        -       67 
ordered  to  « third  rmding  ...    3S9 

Deialiied  ......    Mt 

Mr.  MacOD  preieated  ■  limjlu  reiolDlion, 

Ilc,  from  north  Cuolina,  refaired  -     114 

reported  nitb  ■mendnieiitf        ...     ISO 
reeolution*  end  initrucLioiu  fratn  the  Legie- 
lalare  of  T«tliie«Me,  received  aad  enlarcd     1T0 
I'ODlrac'te,  report  of,  mwle  bj  the  Ntty  Dapcrt- 

Dent 82 

ditto  fran  the  Wit  Dcputmeul  -        -     131 

ditto  from  Ihe  Poetmuler  Geneitl     .        -     167 
7ailtr«*er*iei,  between  two  or  more  Btatea,  a  tnll 

caaceiliiils,  read SfiS 

read  a  second  time     -        .        .        .        .    ST8 
indefinLtalj  poatponed        ....     307 
jonithouae,  jail,  dtc,  in  Aleiandiii,  a  bill  from 
the  Houie  of  RepieientatiTU  to  pro*ide 
for  the  erection  of  a,  read       ...    371 
read  a  lecond  time,  and  referred      •        -    S73 
reported  without  amendment*    ...    S9G 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    399 
Creek  Indiana,  a  bill  from  the  Hoiue  of  Repie- 
■entitiTea  for  the  relief  of  certain  Mendlj, 

read  a  eecoitd  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  ameDdmente 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    • 
Cieen,  Adam,  the  Committee  of  Fenriona  were 
ineirtictad  to  inaaiia  into  Iha  eipodieney 
of  placing,  OB  the  liat  of  penaioDeri 
Critteodeo,  J<^  J.,  appointed  a  Senator  hy  the 
Legieiatura  of  Kentnokj,  waa  qualified, 
and  took  hii  aeat  .... 

Dnmberland  Boad,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rep- 
leaentatiTea    making  farther  appropi'" 
tiona  fbr  the  coutraetian  <d  Ihe,  read 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  relened 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed   - 
Cnmming,  Joceph,  adminiitrator,  Mr.  Troop  pre- 
iented  the  petition  o(,  referred 
adTerae  report  thereon 
caniidered  and  eoncnrred  in     . 
Cntling,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Bppea  preaenied  the 
petition  of,  referred 


wrepoi 
dered  ai 


cooaidered  aad  concorrtd  in 

D. 

Dtbne;,  John  B^  a  bill  from  the  Houaa  of  Rap- 

raeentatiTei  for  lehef  of,  read  twice,  end 

referred  ..... 

reported  without  amendment    - 

read  a  third  time,  and  paeaed 

Dana,  Edward,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  ^veeented  the  peti- 

lioo  of;  relatred      .... 

adterae  report  thereon 

conaidered  and  concurred  in 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  took  hie  *eat 

Daniel,  William,  a  bill  from  Iha  Honae  of  Rep- 

reeentatirea  concerning  the  legal  repre- 

*entBli*eeof  .... 


Ill 


Daniel,  William — continued.  P*f*. 

read  a  fine  time 391 

read  a  aeeond  Ume,  and  referred        -        -    391 
reported  without  amendment    ...     SH 
indafinitelj  poatpoaed        -        -        .-        •    309 
Dan*.  John,  Mi.  Morril  preeented  the  petition 

of,  referTSd     .---..      OT 
adTeraa  report  thereon        ....    SSO 
road  and  concurred  in        -        -        .        .    341 
Depoeilee  of  proviaionain  advance,  See.,  Mr.  Tleh- 
enor  lubmitted  a  reeoliition   of   ioqniij 
concerning  certain  -        .        .        .     313 

Mr.  Williama,  of  Tenneaiee,  offered  a  anb- 

etitntefot  theabove  -        -    318 

the  anbatilute  withdrawn  and  the  original 

amended  and  agreed  to  ...    sie 

a  Meeeag*  fiotn  the  Pteeidenl  with  a  report 
bom  Ihe  War  DepaiUaant  in  reply         .    358 
Depodte  of  Wine*,  &,t.,  in  public  waiebonaee, 
a  bill  from  the  Hon**  of  Rapresentativee 
providing  fbr  the,  read  twice,  and  referred    370 
reported  without  atnandment     ...    379 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa*aed  .     388 

Ueputj  Foatmaitera,  a  bill  to  iueieaae  the  com. 

peuaation  of,  twice  read,  and  referred      -    370 
~  irtad  with  an  amendment    •        .         .    8SS 
third  reading  -        •        .    380 

Deqnindoe,  Loni*  and  Antoiae,  a  bill  lor  relief 

o(read SOS 

read  a  aeeond  tine,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 394 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...    30t 
Deweea,  Sarah,  a  bill  from  the  Hotiae  of  Repte. 

eenlative*  for  lehef  o^  read     .        .         •    81 1 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  reftrred  .    Ml 

repotted  withoat  ametidment     ...    Stt 
o^ered  to  a  third  T»ding  ...    848 

read  a  third  lime,  and  puaed      ...    840 
IKWolfe,  Ghartea,  and  other*,  Mr.  Bnrrill  pre- 

•ented  the  petition  of,  referred         •        -      3T 
Dickenon,  Mr.,  ipeech  of,  on  the  propoeilion  to 

amend  ^e  Conatilatioa  ...     179 

on  the  leaolution  lo  precent  medala,  and  the 
thank*  of  Congreee  to  General  Harriaou 
and  Oovernot  Bhelby     ....    388 

Dillon,  Jol^,  a  bill  from  ttie  Hooaa  of  Bepro- 
*en(atiie*  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
refeired  ......    881 

reported  without  amendment     ...    80S 
oidered  lo  a  third  rMding  ...    380 

read  a  third  time,  and  paiaed     ...    307 
Direct  Taie*  and  Internal  Dnlie*,abillfromtha 
Houaa  of  Repreaentativea  lupplemental  lo 
the  eeveial  acta  relating  to,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ......    S84 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...     388 
Diitiict  of  Colamla*,  appoiotmenl  of  the  atand- 


report  of  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treaanrj  on 

thetnbjectofthebankein  th*        -        -  841 
Di*tiict  Cooit*  of  th*  Uiiit«d  State*  within  the 
Stat*  ofNawroili.B  bill  from  thaHonae 

of  RepreaentaUvea  reapecting  the,  read    -  367 

read  a  eeconil  time,  and  lefened        -        -  SB8 

reported  with  an  anendment     ...  Ml 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  tSO 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  a*  amended  -  ^ 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


Seitate  Pr^eeedingt  and  Debates. 


Page. 
DUlrict  of  Muni,  a  bill  fiom  the  Uoiua  of  Bep- 
TcicnUtiTci  altering-  the  time  for  holding 
the  diitriet  court  in  the,  read 
read  a  Kcond  time,  and  refencd 
reported  without  amendment 
ordared  to  a  iturd  iMding  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned 
JtotkM,  on  motion  of  Mr.  £ppe*,  the  President 
wie  reqneated  to  caaae  an  eitimate  to  be 
laid  be&re  the  Senate  of  the  nun  necee- 
■arv  to  eitabliih  two       -        .        .        .    371 
&  Meuage  with  the  eatimite  of  the  NaT; 
BepartmeBt  ■■■■'.    S7S 
Doctunenta,  a  bill  from  the  Hooie  of  lUpteeent- 
^Tca  for  the  trannortation  of  eettain, 
tree  of  poetage,  read  three  tuuee  bj  cen- 
■ent,  and  paiaed    .....    ST7 
Dohcman,  Bachel,  had  leaie  to  withdraw  her 

paper*  filed  at  laal  Beeuon       -        •        -     SS9 
Donghert;,  Thomae,  notice  from  the  Honie  of 
RepieaentatiTM  that  they  have  elected, 

clerk 11 

Dow,  John.    (See  Iron.) 

Drawback  on  mercbandiae  (raniported  bj  land, 
a  UU  to  allow  the  benefit  of,  in  a  certain 
case,  read       .-.■.-       SO 
read  aiecond  time     .                 .        -  '     .       81 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        -       84 
tead  a  third  time,  and  paued     -        .        -       90 
Dlbbe,  Martin,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       169 

adverae  report  thereoa        ....    234 
read,  and  concurred  in       •        •        •        •    SST 
Dnboia,  Tonaaaiot,  Mr.Taylor  preaentad  the  p*- 

tition  of,  relerred    -        .        .        .        .     134 
committee  dieoharged 
Dotiea  on  meichandlM  tin|ioited,  Mt.  Sanfbid 


nibiaitted   i 


reMlDban  to  inquire  eon' 


considered,  and  agreed  to  . 
Dntisa  on  manufactnied  article*  imported,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Repreientatitee  to  in- 
creaee  the,  read  twice.aud  refened  -    < 

reported  without  anendinent     ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     .       .       - 
E. 
Earwood,  Joel,  a  bill  fiom  the  Hoaaa  of  Repre- 
eentaliTsi  fOT  reUef  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  relerred 
reported  with  ameDdmenta 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ae  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned  with  amend- 


31 


the   HoBse  of  RepreaentatiTea   coitenind, 
wiA  an  amendnient,  which  was  agreed  to       M 
Baaton,  Rufbi,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  Ae  peti- 
tion of,  relerred      .        -        .        -        . 
Edwards,  William,  Mr.  Morrow  pntented  the 
peiilion  of,  reDnred        ■       .        .       > 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  reed       .... 
read  a  eecond  time    .....       73 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     • 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted      ... 
Elliott,  Jonathan,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    ....        -    313 
committee  diidsrged        -  •    ~ 

Emigrants,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Irish,  of  New  Tork,  referred 


Mr.  Lacock,  the  same,  of  those  of  Philsdel-  I 

phia,  referred  to  tame  -  -  -  -Si:' 
the  committee  discharged  •    3h 

Eppes,  John  W.,  appointed  a  Senelor  by  the 
Legialatnre  of  Virginia,  prodnced  his  ci«- 
dentiels,  was  qualified,  and  look  his  seat       li 
Erie,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  RepreeentatiTea  to 
diange  the  name  of  the  district  of,  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred         .     31t 
reported  wiAoat  emendment    -        -         .31! 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding  -         .         .     34; 

reed  a  third  ttme,and  psiised      ...    34i 
Estnbeck,  William,  a  mMsenger  in  the  Treamrj 
DeparUnenl,  the  President  of  the  Senate 
communicated  the  petition  o^  relignvd    -       63 
an  adTerse  report  tiieraon  .        .         .       g* 

reedand  eoncnrred  in        ....       99 
Essary,  Jonathan  D.,  lud  John  Sejb^  a  hill 
from  the    House   of  R^reaantaiiTM  f*r 
relief  of,  read  twice,  sod  referred    -        .    367 
reported  with  amendments        ...    385 
read  a  third  time,  and  pumtA     -  -    39! 

cntive  Departments,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Repreeentatiies  ptOTiding  for  the  erac- 
tioD  iM  additional  buildings  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the,  read    -        .         -         -319 
read  a  eecond  time,  and  referred         -         -    3H 
reported  with  an  amendment     .        ■         .    3£7 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  ameaded    37T 
Eipeuditure  end  application  of  aett&y,  a  leport 

of  the,  fiom  the  SecreMi?  of  War  7! 

the  aatse  fiom  the  Stenttij  ol  the  Nsv;        St 
Eipenaea  of  Militia,  when  nardung  to  nades- 

vona,  a  bill  to  defia;  the,  read  -  -  SS9 
read  a  second  time  -  -  .  .  _  331 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    sff 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasenil      ...    370 
Extinguisbtneut  of  Indian  titlee,  Mr.  Talbot  pre. 
■anted  a  reaolntion  of  the  LegtsIatitrB  of 
Kentnckjiand  one  oThk  own, in  rebtioa 

to  the,  referred 92fi 

Mr.  Williams  presented  a  similar  resolotian 
fiom  the  Leglslatni 


374 


red  to  Ihe  as 
committee  diKhargcd 
ExtreDutiee.a  Meaaage  from  the  Preeident  with 

■undiy  papers  relating  to 
referred  to  ths  Finance  Committee 


Farrand,  Wm.  P.,  and  others, 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
edversa  report  tfasreon 
indefinitelj  postponed 
Fanis,  William,  Mr.  Rugglea  presented  tlie  pe- 
tition of,  referred  ... 
adverM  report  tbereoo 
read  and  eoncnrred  in        •        • 
Finance,  appointment  of  the  etandiiig 
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Senate  Proceedings  and  DtbaU*. 


^Fire  Innniica  Company  ia  Wtibiiig;ton,  ■  bill 

loinewponte  B,  read      .        .        -        ■    3S0 

read  >  lecoiid  lime 366 

ardeied  to  a  thiH  leiiling  -        -        -    S87 

r«*d  >  tbiid  time,  and  pmned      -  -  '  393 

Filk,  Jamei,  appointed  by  tbe  Lesiiiatare  of 
Vermoiil  a  Senator  in  place  of  Dodtey 
Cbaee,   neigncd,   prodoeed    bii  creden- 


a  letter  from,  alating  that  he  had  reaigmed 


119 


Flag  of  the  Uoited  Statea,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae 

of  ReprMcntativei  to  eatibliah  the,  lOad    291 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  laferred        -        •     3S4 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    39S 

read  a  third  time,  and  paMed    ■        ■        -    SOS 

Fletcher,  Thomaa,  and  othera,  Mr.  Van  Dyke 

preaeDled  the  petition  of,  read        -        •    3TS 
Foreign  Relation*,  appointment  of  the  itanding 


Forfeiture  of  Laode,  a  bill  to  (uepend  fi 

itad  time  thn  lale  of,  read 

read  a  aecond  time    ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    - 

Forrest,  Joseph,  Mr.  Hoberte  presented  the  peti- 


U 


ri  of,  r 


SI 


adverse  report  thereon 

read  and  concnrred  in        -        •        -        -     168 

Foit  Chailolte,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WilUans,  tbe 

Committee  on  Public  Lands  were   in- 

■tracted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedianoy 

of  antfaoriaing  the  sale  of  the  land  at- 


Fort  St.  Charles,  Mi.  Fromentia  preunted  the 
rapreaentalion  of  tbe  Legislature  of  Lou- 
isiana, prapng  the   demo&tion  of,  A^ 
referred  ...... 

Foster,  WUliam  T.     (Sta' Birdtail,  Benjamm.') 

French    Spoliations  prior   to  1800,  Mr.  Storer 

called  op  lbs  memMial  presenled  at  the 

refetred 

Frisbj,  Richard,  Mr.  Golilsborongh  presented  the 

petition  of,  refarisd         .... 

■dTorse  report  thereon  agreed  to        -        - 

Fmmentin,  Eligios,  of  Louisians:,  took  hia  seat 

Funded  Debt,  Mr.  King  aubmitted  a  reaolotion 

directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

to  report  the  sum  of  die,  &c.  -        -        . 

resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -        - '      • 

report  from  the  Seeretsty  of  the  Treasury 

Gaillaidi  John,  election  aS,  aa  President  pro  tem. 
Gate,  Anthony,  Ht.  Johnson  presenteid  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ..... 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
read,  imd  concnrred  in       .        -        •        > 
Gales  &  BeMoD,  Mr.  Bppes  presented  (he  pe- 
tition tit,  ralemd 

Gamble,  William,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .        .        .        .        - 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
read,  and  eonearred  in       .        -        -        - 
Gardiner,  John,  chief  eleik  of  Land  Offieg,  a  letter 
from,  presenting  a  map  to  tlie  Senate, 


o  the   Post  Office 


a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  tvriee 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  time,  and  passed 
Gist,  Captain  Henry,  and  Captun  H.  JohasoB, 
a  bill  Irom  the  House  of  Bepwseutatjves 
for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  lime,  and  paaaed     - 
Oatdsborough,  Robert  H.,  of  Maryland,  took 


resumed  his  seat  after  an  tbeeooe 

speed)  o^on  tbe  bill  to  provide  fbranrviving 
officer!  of  the  Rsvolalion        ... 
Golden,  Thomas,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  peti. 
tion  of,  referred 

the  commiuee  discharged  - 
Goodwyn,  Peteraon,  of  Virginia,  a  measage  irom 
the  House  of  Sepresentatives,  that  they 
have  passed  a  resolution  to  wear  enpe,  in 
memory  af  the  late  honorable 
Oovemment,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  Repra 

tatives  making  ^>propriatiaDa  for  lite  sup- 
port at,  fat  the  year  181B,  read  twice,  and 
referred         ..... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Oovemment  Dividends  on  the  Bank  of  the  Uni. 
ted  Stales  slock,  Mr.  Troup  submitted  a 
resolotion  to  set  apart  the,  for  tiie  purchase 
of  anna,  Ac,  for  the  militia    . 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oi 
the  Militia 

aaid  committee  reported  that  it  was  IneipO' 

the  report  indefinitely  postponed 
OraeSi  Jacob,  a  bill  from  tbe  Honie  of  Represi 

tativesforrelief  of  the  widow  and  children 
of,  read  first  and  second  time,  and  reiecTMl    8U 
reported  nithonl  amendment     - 
oideied  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
Grant,  Moses,  and  others.  Mi.  Otis  presented  tike 
memorial  of^  referred      .... 
Gregory,  Jeremiah,  and  others,  Ht.  Taylor  pre- 
sented the  petition  at,  referred 
the  committee  disehaiged  - 
H. 
Half  pay  for  life,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  petition 
in  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  of  Rev. 
olntioDiry  soldiers,  praying  an  equitable 
settlement  of  their,  referred    ... 
tbe  committee  discluiged  .... 
Hall,  John  T.,  and  others,  Mr.Morrow  presented 
the  petitions  of,  referred 
committee  discharged         .... 
Htll,  John,  Paymaster  of  Marines,  Hi.  Bmilh 
preecntsd  tbe  petition  of,  referred    - 
adverae  nport  thereon       .... 
report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered 
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H^  John — contiDiieJ.  Pa^. 

•  biUfi>rTdiefor,rei<t        .        .        .        .    84& 

lead  •  Mcond  tima 346 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •    368 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed     >        .        -     8B8 

Hall,  Joaepli,  Mr.  Daggett  preaetited  the  petition 

o^rebrred 8D0 

the  conmillee  discharged  .        -        -        -     309 
Harriaon,  Janai,  a  bill  from  tha  Hoqm  of  Reprs- 
eentatiTea  for  the  rebef  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred 881 

reported  withont  •mendment     .        .        -     368 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -     3S0 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     -        -        -     387 
Hart,  Eli,  Mr.  Stnfard  preiealed  the  petition  of, 

referred 339 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        -        -        -    SSe 

read  a  aecond  lime IBS 

a  third  reading  negatived  ....    3M 
Haalett,  John,  leite  to  withdraw  the  petition  of, 

refhaed 63 

Mr.  Smith  preaented  a  pelilion  of,  refbtred    380 
the  committee  diacharged  •        -        •        •     369 
Hawlay,  Rev.  William,  election  of,  as  Chaplain       34 
Heaidi  of  Departmenta,  the  bill  to  incrcaae  the 
ealaiiea  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading S93 

rend  a  third  time,  and  paaaad  ~        -     39S 

returned  from  the  Home  of  RepreeantatiTei 
with  amendmenta,  to  aome  of  which  the 
Senate  agreed,  and  to  otbera  diiagreed   -     386 
receded  from  diaagreement  to  one  amend- 
ment, and  intiated  open  diiagreeing  to 

other* 393 

Heii*  of  Soldieri,  Mt .  Wilaon  inbmitled  a  reao- 
Intion  relative  to  lecnHng  bountj  landa 
to  the    -        -        - 
•greed  to,  and  referred  to  i 
the  ctnnmittee  diacharged 
Heoderaon,  Francia,  and  famil;,  heira  of  John 
Laurent,  Mr.  Hunter  prewnled  the  peti- 
tion of^  referred 

•  hill  fin-  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  lecond  lime     - 
indeSnitelj  poetponed 

Hibbert,  John,  and  otheri,  Mr.  Stokee  preeented 
the  petition  of,  referred 
advBiM  report  thereon 
read,  and  eoneorred  in 
ffiU,  Reel,  Mr.  Lacock  preeented  the  memorial 
of,  referred    - 
adierae  report  thereon 
read,  end  concurred  in 
Hill,  William,  and  other*,  Mr.  Sanford  preiented 
the  petition  of,  referred 
•dvene  report  Iheiean 
read,  and  concurred  in 
Hill,  William,  and  olhen,  Mr.  Noble  preaented 

the  petilion  of,  referred  - 
Hogan,  Michael,  Mr.Sanfbid  preaented  tha  peti- 
tion of,  referred      - 
s  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paawd    -        •        - 
Holland,  a  Meaaige  from  the  Preaident  reepeel- 
ing  negotiationa  with     .        -        .        - 
refemd  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 


Hooker,  Samnel  F.,  Mr.  Sanford  p 

petition  of,  referred         -  -        •       .  n 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  read  -  -  ■  M 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -  3H 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  ■  St 
read  a  third  lime,  and  pasMid  -  -  ■  Kl 
Borae;,  Ouletbridge,  of  Delaware,  took  hie  wal  9 
Howell,   Hubert,   (he   legal    ropreesotalina  of. 

(See  Bvmell,  Daniel,  dec) 
Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  lelaad,  look  hi*  acal     7i 
Llinoia  Territory,  a  map  of  the  bountj  land*  id, 

preaented  to  the  Senate  -        •       -     M 

a  bill  from  the  Houie  of  RepreaentatiTn  to 
enable  the  people  of,  to  form  a  conMitQ. 
tion,  &c.>  read  twice,  and  refetred  -       -    Mt 
reported  with  amendments         •       •      -  3S1 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -        -       ■   HI 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  a*  amended  •    3K 
L 
Imported  Salt,  Mr.  Smith  ■□bmilted  a  reaolaliea 

respecting  the  dutiea  on  >        -      -     tS 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Seeretinef 

the  Treasurr  .  '    .     H 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply       -        -       -    H 
Mr.  B.  then  eobmilted  a  resolntion  to  refer  the 
report  to  the  Finance  Committee,  widi 
inatructiona  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  repealing  the  laws  laying  dutiea  on    •     U 
agreed  to,  and  said  eommittae  inetmcted 

accordingly ^1 

report  of  that  committee  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient      1)* 

coDndered,  and  cooenrred  in     -        -        -    H' 
Importk  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  mpplementaiy  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  eolleetioa  of  doliee 
on,  read  twice,  and  relemd  -        -        -    370 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .        .        -       .       -    387 
read  a  third  time  and  i<a*eed     -        -        -    3H 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreMntatifaa  to 
continue  in  force  a  certain  part  of  the  id 
to  regulate  dutiea  on,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   w 

reported   amended,  read  a  tbiii  time,  and 

pissed *** 

Index  10  ActsandRMolatiooa.a  reaolntioBfitB 

the  Honee  of  RimresentatiTea  directiiif 

the  Secretary  of  State  to  prepare  an,  at 

the  end  of  every  aeaaion  of  Congrev      -    "' 

read,  and  passed  lo  a  second  reading        -    **' 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  ttuid 

reading ■    J^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .       -   W* 

Indian  Agents   and  Ficton,  a  hill   fixing  the      ' 

compenialioD  of,  twice  read   -        *       '       t 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        "       "    JJl 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed     -        .       -    W 

Inakeep,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lacock  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        .       -     >• 
Internal  Datiea,  ■  report  from  tha  Secretary  of 

the  Treoury  iu  relation  to     •        .       -     *■ 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeentatires 
to  aboliah,  read  and  referred  -        -        -     )• 
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Ptge. 
iDtenial  ImproTetneat,  tli.  Barbour  propoaed  aa 
'  amendineat  of  the  Cgaatitalion  lo  aa  (o 

grant  the  pon«  o^  read         ...        31 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred        -        -      M 

leportvd  wilhost  amendmeot     -        .        .    211 

indefinitalj  poatponed        ....     S9S 

IntrodnctioD  of  Slaves,  a  bill  in  addition  lo  the 

act  lo  prohibit  tho,  read  .        •  .     -     307 

read  a  Hcond  time 313 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     3C1 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasied  -  .  .  3ftS 
retamed  from  the  Houeeof  RepreacDtatlvea 

with  anenduieata 376 

read,  and  coDcurred  in      .        -         -        ■     379 
Invalid  Feniioni,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rap- 

reaeDtatives  eonceiniaK,  read  •         -     384 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  indefinitely  poal- 

poiaed 8B6 

Iron,  Mr.  XickeniHi  preaented  a  memorial  of  the 
manofacluren  of,  prajing  an  additional 
doty  on,  referred   -        -        ...      37 
a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  RapnaeotaliTW  ,lo 
incTOaae  the  dntiea  on.  In  liara,  &e.,  read 
twice,  and  refaried         ....     370 
■mended,  and  ordarad  to  a  third  reading    •     981 
mad  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amendad    387 
Island  of  New  Orleane,  a  bill  foradjaating  clajnu 

to  landiii<IiitricUeailofthe,dto., road-    SOI 
read  a  aecond  lime    ...        -        -     311 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading        ...    379 
indefinitely  postponed         ...        -    380 
Issue  and  location  of  Certificates  of  Landa,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Monaw,  the  Commitlee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipedienc;  of  making:  proTiaion 
for  limiting  and  coDtrotling  the       -  ISO 

J. 
Jairat,  John,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  tho  petition 

of,  referred 388 

Jelley,  Samuel,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

oft  referred 87 

Jeirey,  Thomas  Hall,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....     138 
the  committee  discharged  ...        -    S88 
Johnaon,  Richard  M.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read,  and  referred  -  -        '        •     1  SB 

reported  without  amendoient    -        •  175 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  1S8 
read  a  third  time,  sod  paiaed  -  -  ~  -  300 
Mr.  Baibour  submitted  a  reaolntioo  lo  pra- 

aant  a  sword  to,  read  twice    ■        .        -    309 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously     307 
Johnson,  Henry,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Loaiaiana,  in  place  of  W.  C. 
U.  Claiborne,  prodnced  his  credentiala, 
waa  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat      -        .331 
Jones,  Henry,  Mr.  Wibon  prcaenlcd  the  petition 


adraraa  report  thereon 

read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        •  ' 

Jones,  WiUiam,  and  otben,  Mr.  Roberta  pre. 
■anted  the  petition  of,  referred 

Jones,  Michael,  Mr.  Morrow  preecnted  the  peli. 

tioB  of,  referred     .        -        .        -  • 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       .        -        .  - 

read  a  aecond  time    .        -        -        .  • 

ordered  to  a  Ihird  reading        .        .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     .        .  • 


68 
-     314 


Jourdan,   B.  and   P.,  brethers,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  flepreaantatiTes  for  relief  of     -    I 

read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        .        .     ; 

ordered  to  ■  third  Teading        •        -        -    1 

a  motion  to  lusiiend  (he  rule  so  aa  to  read  it 

•  third  time,  negalired  -        .        .        -     ] 

Journal    and    proceeding*   of  ihs   Convention 

which  fiirmed  the  Conatitution,  Mr.  San. 

ford  submitted  a  resolaliou  to  direct  the 

pnblicalian  of  the,  read  twice,  and  re> 

brred 

reported  with  ameDdnenta       •       ■•       •    : 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .     i 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  -     ! 

returned  from  the  House  of  Rapreeeutalivea 
with  an  anjendmenl,  agreed  to  .    '. 

Judgee  of  the  United  Btatea  Courla,  the  bill  to 
increase   the   eompansation   of   certain, 
read  twice,  blanka  filled,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reaiding       *        -        -        -        .    1 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  -    ! 

Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  ihe  District  of 
Columbia,  Mr.  Campbell  preaented  the 
memorial  of  the,  praying  increase  of  eal- 
ary  oft  referred       .... 
a  bill  to  inctesse  the  talnriea  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .        .        -        - 
recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  Uonmittee 
repotted  without  amendmaat    • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad     - 
Judicial  System,  Mr.  Tslbot  submitted  •  resolu- 
tion respecting  a  change  of  the 
amended  and  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee      ... 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  co 


Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  Washington,  a  bill  U 
make  valid  certain  acta  of  the,  read 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -        . 
ordered  to  a  third  readbg 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     - 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepreaantatiTea 

with  an  amendment 
read,  and  disagreed  to        -        - 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist  a, 
a  conlerence,  which  ia  agreed  to 
K. 

Keemle,  John,  Hr.  Roberts  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon 
read  and  conourred  in 
Kendall,  Jeduthan,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the 

Jietitlon  of,  referred         ... 
y,  L.  P.,  Mr.  WilUams,  of  Mississipji 
presented  the  memorial  of,  referred 

Kennedy,  Joseph  P.,  and  others,  the  aame  men 
ber  presented  the  petition  of.  referred 

Kentucky,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of,  respecting  boundsriea    ! 

Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Talbot,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Inland  Nsvigaliao  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
a  subacHption  to  the  Block  of  the  -        -     I 

Kidnapping,  Mr.  Roberta  presented  petiiions 
from  friends,  in  several  States,  on  the 
aubjecl  of;  ftc,  referred 
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.    Philanthropic  Society  of 
Euton,  Maiyluid  -        -        -        -      SS 

KillgeuB,  John.Mr.nonejpreienied  thepetitioa 

oT,  raferred StS 

King,  Mr.,  (peech  or,  on  iha  reiolutian  reapect- 

ing  the  African  »I»Te  trade      •        -         75,  87 
on  the  motion  to  atrikc  out  the  latter  claiiM 

orthasame   - 
on  the  NaTJgation  Bill 
King,  Hentj,  a  bill  from  the  Boon  of  Hepreien- 
tativea  for  relief  of,  rend  twice,  and  re- 

rcipOTted  without  amendment 
indflfinitel;  postpi 


Kiikendall,  Snmuel,  Mr.  Dickerfon   preaented 
the  petition  of,  referred 
th«  committee  discharged 
Knox  Count;,  Indiana,  tn  advene  Kport  < 
petition  of  iundrj  inhabiUnU  of     ' 
read  and  concurred  in        -        - 
KoId,  Sunua],  Mr.  Johnaon  preiented  the  peti- 
tion  of,  referred      -        -        ■        . 
committee  diactitrgeil 


38a 


Ladotte,  Hyacinth,  Mr.  Fromentin  prennled  the 

fietition  of,  referred        ■        .        .        . 

committee  diacbarged        -        -        .        . 

Laeock,  Mr.,  ipeech  of,  on  the  reaolatioii  re- 
specting the  African  slave  trade    - 

Land  Claims  of  Florida,  a  memoiivl  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Lonisan*  respecting  the,  was 

referred         

Mt.  Williams  preaented  a  memorial  and 
protest  of  certain  members  of  tho  same 
LegisUtDre  on  the  subject  of,  referred    • 

Land  Laws,  a  leaolnlionielatiTe  to  the  distriba-  ^ 
Uon  of  the  late  edition  of  the  collection  ot, 

read  a  second  time    ----- 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        .        . 
Land  Marks,  a  resolution  respecting  the  perpet- 
uation of,  agreed  to       -        -        -        - 
Land  Ofllces,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution 
relating  to,  in  tbe  eastern  part  of  Indiana 

abill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatlTes,  to 
establish  additional,  in  Missoari  Terri- 
tory, read       -         -         -         .         . 

lead  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

oideied  to  a  third  resiling 

read  a  third  time,  sod  pawed    • 

the  House  of  Representativet  concurred, 
with  an  amendment 

read  and  agreed  to    •        -        -        . 
Land   Pstenti,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  the 
Committee   on   Public   Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediencj 
of  proriding   for  the   suthenti  cation  of, 
without  the  lignatnre  of  the  President    - 
Laareni,  John,  <;8ee  Htnderion,  frnncu.) 
Laws  of  the  Coited  States,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Represenutives  directing  the 
distribution  of  certain,  read    -        -        . 

read  a  second  tune,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        - 


Laws  of  the  United  State* — contintied.  1 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution  provid- 
ing for  the  distribution  of  tbe  sixth  tdI- 
ume  of  the,  read    - 


referred  to  the  Judiciarr  Committee 
reported  without  amendment     - 
consideration  resumed  and  postponed      ITT,  tli 
read  ■  third  time,  and  passed     •        •       •   SK 
returned  from  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives with  amendments,  agreed  to  -       •    til 
a  bill  for  the  pDrchase  and  distributiaD  of 
the, read        .... 


tl! 


reliiTred  to  a  select  comtniltoe    - 

ordered  to  a  tiiird  reading 

read  a  third  time,  mod  passed     - 

a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  RepreMDlativss,  lo 
provide  for  tbe  publication  of,  read  twin 
and  referred  .... 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  paasei]      -  .    . 

returned  from  the  House  of  Reptnenta^ra 
with  concurrence,  except  aa  to  the  serenlh 
and  eighth  amendments,  and  the  Benats 
receded  from  the  seventlj  bat  insisled  on 

the  eighth XI 

Leake,  Walter,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gulature  of  Mississippi,  produced  his  era-  ^ 
dentials,  was  qualified,  dec    -        -       .     U 

drew  the  lot  for  the  term  of  fonryean       -     U 
Lee,  Ricbatd  Bland,  Mr.  Baibonr  pitMUted  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        -        -        -    3ST 
Levie,  Aleiandei,  Mr.  Smith  prssenled  Ae  pe- 
tition of,  referred tOt 

advene  report  thereon       -        -        -       -    S81 

report  recommitted    -        .        .       -       -    tg7 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  leave 
given  to  withdraw  the  petition      -       -    Ml 

the  committee  discharged  -        .        .       -   m 
Lewis,  Winslow   and   Henry,  a  bill  from  the 
Honse  of  Rep  resents  tiles,  for  the  relief 
of,  twice  lead  and  referred      .        .       ■     7] 

reported  with  amendments        -        .      -     St 

recommitted  with  instructians  -       .      ■     91 

reported  with  amendment,  and  oideradts 
a  third  reading  .        ...     91 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  siatllded     94 
Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tiebenor,  a  nvnmilw 

on  the,  was  appointed    -         .         .        .      II 

a  mcBssge  from  tbe.  House  of  RoprfMPts- 
tivss  announcing  the  appointaiaBt  of  a 
joint  committee  on  the  -  .  .  -  !0 
LoMtion  and  Snrrey,  nnder  military  land  wa^ 
rants,  dec,  Mr.  Morrow  submitted  a  reas- 
Intioa  concerning  the    -        -        .       .     U 

■greed  to,  and  referred  to  tbe  noper  mb> 
mittee  -        -        -        .        .        .       -     « 
Loomis,  Jairas,  and  James  Baaaelt,  Mr.  Fro- 

menlln  presented  the  petition  of,  retired    131 

committee  discharged         -  -       .   Ml 

Loiman,  William,  and  othera,  Mr.  Ooldsborongb 

presented  the  petition  of,  tefeired  -       -     H 

committee  discharged        -        .        .       .    IH 
Lyman,  D.,  Mr.  Burrill  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred tT 
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M.  Pmse. 

M«ckm7(  Jmbw,  ■  bill  from  Um  Houm  of  Rap- 
TauntatiTW,  for  lelief  of,  read  twice  lad 
raferred  ... 

reported  with  bq  imendmeDt 
rud  ■  third  time,  and  paued  m  amendad 
Macomb,  Aleiandar,  Mr.  Rasg''*  pimented  the 
petitioa  of,  rafarred 
committee  diactwrged 
Mkcon,  Mi^  (peach  oC.  on  tb«  bill  for  relief  of 
reTQlutiomij  niriiton  -        -        .        . 
Mann&etBraa,  Mr.  Sanfi^  preaantad  a  palitian 
boa  inhabittjila  of  Oneida  eonnty,  pray- 
iag   enoDBrapmast    of,    ordered    to    be 

Maiielta  and  Vineenaea,  a  bill  providiDg  Ibr  the 
aala  of  certain  Unda  in  tlM  diitrict*  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    .        • 
Dideivd  to  ■  third  readiDK 
read  a  third  time,  and  paised 
Matine  Uorpa,  a  memorul  of  the,  rehtin;  to  the 
righl*  of  aaballema,  raferred 
report  of  the  eominitlee 
Marahall,    William,    Mr.   Smith   preaaated   tho 
petition  a^  referred         .... 
Mhod,  Coraelia,  •  bill  from  the  HouM  of  Rep- 
•entatiTca  for  relief  of,  read     • 
read  a  ■eeond  time,  and  referred 
read  a  third  tine,  and  paoad     . 
MteaachnaMte,  Mr.  Otis  mbmitted  a  reeohition 
rapectiiig  the  militia  claima  of 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Ci 

committee  diacbarged 
May,  Hugh,  Mr.  Noble  preaented  the  petition  of, 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treumy 

Iba  petition  of        -         -        .        - 
teferrad  l«  the  UommilMe  of  Claima  - 
oemmiltee  diacharged,  and  petition  relerred 
to  the  Seerelarj  of  War 
Meade,  Richard  W.,  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Foreign  Relatjona  in  the  caae  of     • 
Mechanic  Relief  Societ;,    of  Alexandria,   Mr. 
Eppei  preaented  the  petition  of  the,  re- 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read     -  130 

read  a  aaoond  time,  and  referred         -  139 

reported  widioat  unendment,  and  recom- 
mitted with  inetmctioiu 

again   reported  without   ameo 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...     139 

read  a  tliird  time,  and  paaHd 
Madala  to  HarriaoD  and  Shelbj,  Mr.  Dickenon 
■ubmitted  a  joint  reaolntion  to  preaenl 
the  tbanka  of  Congreaa,  and  directing, 
read 

read  a  aaoond  time    - 

astended,  and  ordered  tc 

read  a  third  time,  and  pi    . .  _ 
Maiga,  Phineoa,  Mr.  Daggett  preaented  the  peti- 
tion ol^  reierred 

adrerae  report  thereon 

read  and  concurred  in 
Mwchanu'  Bank,  of  Newport,  Mr.  Hnnter  pra- 
aantad  the  petition  of  the,  tefetred  ■ 

aUU  for  relief  of  the,  read 


a  third  reading 


Merchant!,  Inaunnce  Companiea,  &c,nf  anndry 
dliea  and  porta,  an  aJTerae  report  on  the 
memorial  of  aondiy 
Manage,  the  Prerident'e  flrtt,  read   . 

two  tiionnnd  copies  thereof  ordered 
printed  --'... 

and  (erranta  of  the  Senate,  areaoln- 
uon  to  compenaate  the,  read  - 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  paaaad  • 
on  motioa  of  Mr.  Laeock,  an  eitra  allow- 
ance waa  ordered  to  the 
Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of 
RapMaantaliTea  to  anthorixe  the  election 
of  a  delegate  in,  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  wittiont  anandmant     - 
indefinitely  poatponed 
themezaonaloftheGoremorand  Jndgeaof, 
concerning  the   bonndary  line  between 
■aid  Territory  and  Ohio,  wu  refcrred 
Milibrd  Marble  Company,  Mr.  DiggeU  prMent- 

ed  the  petition  of,  referred 
MiUtaiy  ASaira,  appointment  of  the  atanding 


MUitac;  Bounty  Lands,   Mr.  Marril  aabmittad 
a  laaolation  relating  to  the  survey  of - 
amendad,  and  agreed  to,  requaating  Informa- 
tion from  the  President  -         -        .        - 
a  Message,  with  a  report  fyom  the  Secte- 

tat;  of  the  Treaaury,  in  reply 
Mr.  Monil  aabmitted  a  junt  readntion  to 
forniih  each  eoldier,  who  recaitea  a  pat- 
ent, a  deKription  of  the  qoality  of  the  lot, 

read  a  lecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
third  reading  n^atived      -        -        -        . 
Mr.  Wibon  aabniitted  a  reaolntion  T<lat)*e 
to  the  deaignatiBg,  aurraying,  and  giant- 


Military  Eitablishment,  a  Message  from  the 
President,  with  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  of  the  contingent  ezpenaea 

Military  Land  Warrants,  Mr,  Bnrrill  auhmitud 
u  resolution  respecting  the  eitenaion  of 
lime  for  the  exhibition  of  claims  fat 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  instructed  to 
report  a  bill    - 

a  bill  fiuther  extending  the  time  for  locating, 
Ae^read 

read  a  second  itnte    -       -        .       .       . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        '-    ' 

a  bill  extending  the  time  for  obtaining,  in 
certain  casea,  read  -  -        -        - 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 


Military  Serriee,  a  biU  from  the  Bonae  of  Ren- 
resentatiret  making  appropriations    for 


read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmenta        ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 
Uw   Houae   of  Representattves  agreed   to 
some    and   disa|^d   to    others   of  the 
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HiliUiy  SerriM — coQlianed.  Pi 

the  BeoaU  reulteil  to  inaiat      ... 
Home  of  Repre«nUtiTU  alio  iniiit,  and 

uk  ■  canferciice,  which  U  agrcieil  to 
deUiled  rapott  of  th«  Managns 
HonM  of  RepreaeDlatiTci  adhdrad,  and  ths 
.Senato  icceded      ..... 

Hilitarj  Staff,  Mr.  Tichenoi  inbmilted  a  raiola- 
tion  eoactrning  th«        .... 

agiaed   to,   and   rcfciced   to   the   Hilitar; 
Commitles    ...... 

Hiliti*,  appoinlm«nt  of  the  atanding  ci 


Mr*  Tait  aubmittod  a  raaolntion  inatrncting 
tha  aaid  committea  to  inquire  into  the 
axpedicDc;  of  autmenting  tha  paj  tf, 
nhen  called  into  aarrioe        ... 

TBaolution  agreed  to  - 

tha  conmittee  diachaiged  rrom  farther  con- 
aideration  of  the  sabject        .        .        .    . 

Hi.  StoiBi  aubmilted  a  reaolatiDn  requiring 
tha  Sacretar;  of  War  to  procnra  copiea 
□f  tha  U»>  of  the  aeraral  elataa  relating 

a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  RepreaaDtattrea  to 
increaae  tha  pay  of,  nbile  in  aclnal  aar- 
Tiee,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  wilboat  amandmont    ■ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading - 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad    • 
HiUer,  Thomaa,  and  Stephen  Baker,  a  bill  from 
the  Honaa  of  RepraaentatiTea  for   relief 
oC  read  twice,  and  retened    . 

reported  with  amendmenta 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  ■  third  lima,  and  paaaad  aa  atnanded  - 

HiJIer,  Naab,  a  bill  from  uie  Hooae  of  Repre- 

<antali*ea  for  relief  of,  read    - 

read  a  aecond  tine,  ai>d  raftrred 

reported  withont  amendment 
Millar,  Major  Bamnel,  Mr.  Barbour  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -        -       ,- 

the  committee  diacharged  - 
Mint,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativi 
reipecting  the,  read        ... 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

read  a  third  time,  and  posaed  u  amended 

a  letter  from  the  Srcretar;  of  the  Traaaury 
on  the  lubject  of  the 
Miai^ippi,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour  a  com- 
mittee waa  appointed  to  iigqaire  whether 
anj  logialativa  pro»iaion  u  neceaaar;  for 
tha  admiaaion  of,  into  the  Union    • 

a  resolution  to  admit,  reported,  read,  and 

a  latter  from  David  Holmea,  GoTcrnor  of, 
with  a  copy  of  tha  conititution  of  aaid 
State  aa  ratified  by  coniention 

Mr.  Williama  aubmitted  a  resolution  in. 
atructing  the  Judiciary  Committee  l«  in- 
quire what  provisions  are  necessary  to 
gire  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slatea  within  the  Stale  of      -        -        - 

reaolation  agreed  to  . 

Mr.  Leake  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
'      ■  "  '  '   praying  an  exten  " 

id  State,  referred 


Hiaaiaaippi — eontintied.  Pip. 

Mr.  Williama  aSeted  tbeinftmctioDsof  tba 

Legislature   of,  coneerniag    the   eMittn 

limits  thereof         -        -         -         -        ■    IB 
a  bill  from  tha  Hoose  of  Repreaentatiaea  to 

proTide  for  the  doe  eiacntion  of  the  laws 

of  the  United  States  therein,  rtiad  ITl 

read  n  second  lima,  and  refarreij  -  -  171 
reported  withont  amendmeat  -  .  .  IH 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  •  W 
read  a  third  (rma,  end  paaaed  -  -  -  tM 
Mode   of  aapplying  the  Troopa,    Mr.  Baibonr 

sabmitted  a  resolntion  to  inqnara  into  the 

eipediencj  of  changing  ths   •         -        -    111 
agreed  to,   and    referred    to    the    Mllttaty 

Committee    ...         .         -        .    til 
Moneys  tranaferred,  report  of  the  SAcretarj  irf 

WaT,on  the  aubject  of  -         ...     IS 
Moore,  James,  Mr.  Lacod  praaented  the  pet). 

tion  of,  referred 116 

adTerse  report  thereon       •         •         -       •    tS7 
read,  and  coDcnrrcd  in       -         •         .      .    %K 
Morril,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  ns«lata«n  c«Bca>- 

ing  the  African  ataae  trade     -         •       -    111 
on  the  bill  to  proiide  for  Re>olatk>nary  st^ 

on  the  fugitive  staTe  bill    -        •         .  -  til 

Harrow,  Jeremiaha  of  Ohio,  took  his  seat  -  K 
Myers,  John,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -        -        -        -        -  •  JW 

HeArthnr,  Duncan,  Mr.  Morrow  preeentad  the 

petition  ot,  referred        •        .        -  .  IM 

committee  discharged        .        .        ■  •  3M 


Naval  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  ataodiiigae 


Naval  Depots,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  areaals- 
tion  GOnoeraing  tha  aatablishmant  of 

agreed  to,  and  roEerred 

a  bill  to  ettablish,  read 

read  a  second  time    . 

referred  to  tha  Naval  Commitlae 

committee  discharged 
Naval  Discipline,  report  on  tha  anbjeet  of         -    I 

committee  diacharged         -        .        -       -    I 
Naval  Begiater,  a  latter  from  the  Sacretary  of 
'y,  with  copies  of  the,  for  tha  oia 


Navigation,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         .      ■    a 

read  a  third  time,  aitd  passed     -         -       -   3 

Navy,  Mr.  Tait  aubmitted  a  resolaliaii  of  inquiry 

^  to  what  had  been  done  under  iha  set 

for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  Becielar7  of  the 

report  from  that  officer  in  reply  -    1 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaenlativt* 

making  appropriations  for  the  anpport  of 

the,  read -   1 

read  a  second  time,  and  refwred  -       -   1 

reported  without  amendment     ~         .       -   1 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed      -        -        -   1 
Navy  Feniian  Fund,  report  of  the  Commiaian- 

era  of  the       -        .....    I 
Mr.  Tait  Bubmitted  a  reaolution  reqaealini 
the  President  to  canie  to  be  laid  befne 
(he  Senate  at  their  next  aeaaion  a  AUI 

statement  of  the 3 

resolution  agreed  (■>  -        -        .        -       ■    i 
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New  Madrii],  a  bill  limiling  the  time  fir  dtiau 
for  Inndi  ■ulhonied  to  be  gruiUiI  to  tbe 
^  iahabiUDta  of,  read         -        .        .        -    399 

lead  a  aecond  lime,  mnd  nidereil  to  a  third 

reading 301 

read  *  third  time,  and  paased     ...    307 
New  Orleans,  Mr.  Johnaon  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  &e.  oS,  lelerrwl  -        -    2S4 
commiltao  discharged         ....    3Q6 
a  bill  tuthoriiiog  tbe  di^poul  of  ceitaiolola 

in,  read 311 

read  a  lecond  time    -        .        .        .        .    343 
ordered  to  third  reading     .        .        ■        .    348 
read  a  third  time,  and  paued     ...    349 
Newapapera,  on  motiou  of  Mr.  Lecock,  an  order 

waa  paued  for  the  aaual  luppEy  of         -      ID 
New  Tork,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Kepnietit- 
ativea  for  altering  the  tune  for  boldinK  the 
circiiit  court  tn  the  aouthern  dittrict  of    .     S43 
read  a  first  time         .....    qss 
read  a  second  time,  and  relarted         •        .    S58 
reported  without  Bmendmant     ...    ssi 
ordered  to  a  third  readingiiith  amendment*    280 
r«a4  >  third  time,  and  pawed  ■■  amended  - 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennauee, 
anbmitled  a  leiolution  reapectiDg  lenda 
granted  by,  to  which  the  Indian  claim  has 
not  been  eitinguifhed    .... 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  also  preieoted 
a  repreieotslion  of  the  Legislature  of  hia 
State,  respecting  grants  of  land  by,  re- 
Mr.  Slakes  presented  the  represeotaUon  and 
remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  aanie  committee 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Mkcon,  tbe  proper 
mittee  was  instructed  to  inquire  into  uie 
expediency  of  granting  the  assent  of  Con- 
greas  to  an  act  of  the  Legialalari  of 
the   bill  declaring  the  assent,  Sk.,  ai 
structed,  read         .... 

read  a  sacoad  tame 386 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  ^me,  and  passed 
Notaries  Pnblic,  a  bill  to  regnUte  the  fees  of,  ii 
Washington,  read,  ... 

read  a  aecond  time     .        .        -     .  - 
ordered  to  a  lluid  raadiog 


Or,  Benjamin  Grayson,  Mr.  Boberts  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .        .        -        - 
k  memorial  of,  requesting  inTeatigatioB  of 
his  Eondnct  as  contractor,  read 
Osgood,  Lemuel  H.,  Mr.  Wihion  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
B  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Otis,  HtrrisoD  Gtsy,  of  MaBsaohnaetts,  took  his 


Page,  Joseph  W.,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .....      80 

committee  discharged        .        :        .        .     %i'i 
Parker,  Bamuel,  eieentor,  Mr.  Tronp  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        .      TO 
an  adTerse  report  thereon  ....     131 
read  and  cODcurmd  in         •         .         .         -     133 
Passengers  in  mail  coaches,  Mr.  Ashmtm  sub- 
mitted a  revototion  touching  the  secuiity 


of- 


130 


Ohio,  Mr.  Morrow  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  northern  bonndarj  of  - 
agreed   to,  and   referred  to  a  select  o 

Ohio  Company's  Purchase,  Mr.  Knggles  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  autbotiiing  the  sale 
of  so  mnch  of  the,  as  has  not  been  con- 
veyed to  settlers 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 

Pnblic  Lands 

Orj^ana  and  Widows  of  persons  slain  in  public 

or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 

Btatea,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  giving 

pensions  to,  read    -         -         -         -         . 

read  a  second  time    .        -        ■        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Orr,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the 


igreed  to,  and  referred  to  a 

report  thereon   -.-...    SH 
tin  comnittM  discharged  ....    397 
Patten,  Thomas,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  reftrred      .....      09 
adverse  report  thereon        ....    sb6 
read  and  ooneurred  in        .        -        -        .    3S1 
Patterson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Oeldsbonnigh 

presented  the  petttien  of,  referred  -  -  93 
Paymasters  and  Qnurtermtsten  of  the  late  Army, 
Mr.  Ruggles  snbmitted  a  retolation  to 
compel  ■  more  prompt  settlement  of  the 
acconnts  of  .  -  -  ...  174 
agrsed  to,  and  referred  to  tbe  Military  Com- 
mittee     ITS 

Pearson,  George,  a  bill  from  the  Hoiue  of  B^ 
resentativea  for  relief  of  tbe  representa- 
tives ot  read 809 

read  a  second  time,  and  lohrred         -        -    310 
reported  without  amendment     ...    S46 
ordered  to  a  third  resding  ....    S80 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed               -        -    3S3 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Lsoock  submitted  a  resolation 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing 
the  Stale  of,  into  two  judicial  districts    -      37 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee     33 

a  bill  to  divide  the  Sute  of,  Ac,  read        -     111 
read  a  second  time    .....     IIS 
otdeied  to  a  third  reading  .        ...     138 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     168 
Pennsylvania  Uoqiital,  ■  bill  Irem  the  House  of 
Kepresentatiies  to  remit  ihe  duties  on  a 
psinting  Ibr  the,  read     -        -        -        -      69 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      73 
reported  witbaul  amendment     ...      80 
ordered  to  a.  third  reading  •        -        -        -      83 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        .       84 
Pannoners  of  the   United  States,  Mr.  Wilson 

submitted  a  resolution  asking  for  a  list  of    314 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  tbe  President,  Ac    315 
a  MaasagB,  with  report,  in  reply                 -     SS7 
PensioDs,  appontment  «f  the  etandmg  commit- 
tee on   M 
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t  TnUj  «f 


PeiMH  h«td  to  labor,  At.,  a  bill  from  tha  Hoom 

of  RapreMDlatioci  to  provide  for  the  de- 

liTcry  of,  Ac,  i«ad        .... 

rMd  a  Hcond  linic,  and  rafeired 

raportod  with  ameDdmenti        -        .        . 

aid«red  to  a  third  reading  .... 

raad  a  third  time,  aod  pawed  tt  amended  - 

PMera,  Jotui,  and  Sabin  Fond,  Mr.  Otia  preaent- 

ed  the  petition  of,  rrimcd      ... 

nport  of  the  Secretai;  of  Traaaai;  thereon 

report  end  petition  referred  to  the  Commic- 

tee  of  CldmT 

an  adterae  report  theraon  .... 
read  and  concurred  in        ...        • 
Petit,  Pet«T.  (8m  CmeUer,  AnOanjf.') 
Fattibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Ticbenor  preaeotad  the 
tnemoria]  of,  rafarred      .... 
•ommittae  dkchatged 
"  '  Iphia  Bible  Soeietj,! 

d  tht  petition  dC  rafwrvd 
iniittae  diacharged        .... 
PhilanlbroDic  Societj  of  Eaaton,  Hr.  Ooldebor- 

ough  preaentad  the  petition  of^ 

Philiipe,  John,  the  memorial  of  (ra*  refinTad      • 

MTerae  report  thereon        .... 

read  and  concurred  in        -        -        -        - 

Piano-Forla  and  orgwi  makara,  Mr.  GoUabor- 

oDgh  preaanted  the  petition  of,  relaned   • 

Piqna,  Ohio,  Mr.  Morrow  pieaentad  a  petition 

prajing  that  a  land  office  majr  be  ratalr 

lifhed  at 

PUnloa,  Jnlia,  a  letter  from,  propoug  to  aell 
CoDgroai  har  painting  of  the  T 
(ibeot,  referred      - 
report  that  it  ia  inezpediant  to  purehau 
read,  and  agreed  to    - 
PoidoTin,  Madame,  a  bill  from  tha  Honae  of  Bap. 
roBBntatiTea  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied     ... 
Porter,  General  Moaei,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
RepreHUtRliieB  for  relief  of;  read  • 
read  a  aeamd  lime,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmsnta 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended 
Poat  Officea  and  Po>t  fioada,  appointntent  of  the 

etanding  committee  on  • 
Poal  Bo*d>,  a  bill  from  the  Houie  of  Repreaenu- 

titet,  to  alter  and  eatabliah  certain,  read    384 
read  aierond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordared 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  sjid  paaaed    ... 
,  Mr.  Aihmon 
indry  inhahitai 
prajing  the  aatabliahment  of  certain,  re- 

tnta^ 

Mr.  Noble  preaented  a  reaolution  on  the 

aubject  of      -        -        ...        . 

agreed  to  and  referred        .... 

Mr.  Wilton  >ubmitted  a  limilat  reaolution 

respecting,  in  New  Jenej      ... 

agreed  to  and  referred        ....    9M 

Mr.  Ragglea  preaanted  a  petition  for  -        ■    381 

Mr.  Troup  preeented  a  petition  for  change  of    194 

Pretu^tion,  Mr.  William*  preaented  a  memorial 

Of  the  Legialatore  of  MiiaiHipp  relative 

to  the  right  of,  referred  -        -        -        -     S61 


Preaident,  committee  appointed  to  infinm  the,  of 
s  qnoram  for  buaineea,  &c.     -        -       .    ] 
tha  fint  Maaaage  of  the      - 

reference  of  the  aame  to  appropriate  eon- 


ni 


Ptiaonen  of  War,  a  report  fVom  the  Socretaij  of 
the  Treaanrj,  relative  to  the  fund  appro- 
priated tor  the  aafe-keeping,  Ac,  of 
Pmnulgation  of  the  .^eta  of  Coogreaa,  Mr.  Wil- 
aon  anbmitted  a  reaolution   in  relation  ta 

conaidered,  and  agreed  to  .         .        .       ■    n 
Pnblic  Aecoonta,  Mr.  Sanfml   anbmitted  a  reao- 
lution of  inquirj  into  the  progrela  made 
under  the  act  for  the  prompt  aettleneni 
o^  agreed  to,  and  referred        •        -       -     R 

report  of  the  Sacretarj  of  Treaanrj  in  nfilj    IH 

referred  to  the  Finance  Committee    -       -    10 

Ihec«nmitl*«  diacharged  -         •        .       -    Nl 
PnUie  Boildinga,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacoct,  n 
much  of  the  Prendant'a  Meaeage  ti  ic- 
latei  to,  waa  referred  to    the  CoRUiiM 
on  the  Diauict  of  Columbia    -        .      ■     St 

a  blO  from  the  Honae  of  Reproaenlalint, 
making  further  proviaioii  toi  Mpairtng  tht, 
read " 

read  a  aacond  time,  and  ivftrred 

raperted  wilbont. amendment 

ortlered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  AM  time,  and  puaed    - 

Hr.  GoMahorou^  inbmittcd  ■ 
eaUiiq;  lor  an  atutnal  report  of  the  pro- 
greaa  made  in  the,  &c-  ■        -        . 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  ti 

£eaeut  it  to  the  Preaident      • 
eieage,  traoaDiitting  a  report  in  repi;   - 
a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  RepreaentatiTe* 

making  appropriation*  for  the,  read 
read  a  Mcond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendment* 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 
read  a  ttiird  time,  and  puaed  a*  amended  -    384 
the  llonie  of  Repreaentativea  coneaned  in 

aome  and  diaagreed  to  oilier  anendinenli    384 
the  Senate  receded  from  the  amendmtati 


PubUc  Depoaitei,  report  of  the  Secretary  af  lb 

Trcainry  on  the  inbjeet  of  the  ^ 

Public  Document*,  Mr.  Daggett  oBitred  *  rMO- 
lution  Bothoriiing  th*  diatrtbution  oi  cer- 
tain, read       ......     *1 

read  a  aecoud  time,  and  referred  .  -  1' 
reported  with  ameodmenta  .  -  .  .14 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  .  •  •  t^ 
rea4  a  tliird  time,  and  paaiad  -  .  -  d 
Mr.  Daggett  oHered  another  reaolstion  ai- 
ttuiriiing  a,  further  diatribntion  of  certain, 

read -    iW 

read  a  lecond  time    ■        -        .        .       -    Ui 
PubUc  Land*,  appointment  of  the  standing  cob- 

mittee  on -* 

Fnrcell,  Wm-,  advarae  report  on  the  petition  of     ^ 

read,  and  concurred  id       -        -        .       .     *< 

Parchaaera  of  Public  Land*,  a  bill  to  aulhoiiw 

certain,  to  withdraw  their  entiie*  and 

IranaTer  the  money*,  dec.        -        "       '     « 

read  *  aecoud  time    -        -        ■        .        .    In 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        '    1^ 

nad  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        .    MO 
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QuoroB),  inletchuige  of  mesaagra,  k*.,  on   tha 

subject  of  > lO 


RaDgan,  ■  bill  from  tha  Hoaaa  of  BepreHnU- 
tJTM  for  reliff  of  a  company  of,  read 
laad  ■  aecond  time,  and  leferrad 
repoited  without  amCDdment     - 
indeCnitely  poitpaacd 
Raadj-made  Clotbing,  Mr.  Lacock  preseDled  the 
petition   of  airndrj  jonmefraBD   tailon, 
prtring  an  additional  datj  on  the  impoi- 

Ulion  of.  referred SOO 

RecMTen  and  Regiaters,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
KepreiontatiTea  to  change  the  compenn- 
tion  ei,  read  twice,  dec  -        -        -        -    S* 
r«ad  a  third  time,  Bnd  paaaed      -        -        -    381 
Rector,  William,  Mr.  Morrow  praaeoted  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   Sli 

Regnlationi  for  Naial  SerTice,  a  meaaage,  with 

a  copj  of  the  rtilea  asd  -        -        -        -    89 
Reaerrad  aectiona  of  land  in  Ohio,  a  bill  teapect- 

ing  certain,  road    -----    SI 

read  a  aecond  time SI 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    394 
read  s  third  time,  and  paued      - 
Rerolutionarr  War,  ■  bill  from  the  Honae  of 
"  — ~ia  to  proTide  for 


RiTera,jDet,Mr.  Hacon  prsacnied  the  petition  o( 
refened 

adierae  report  thereon 

read,  and  concnrred  in 
Roada,  a  bill  malung  appropriationa  Uu  repairiog 


read  a  vecond  time     -        -        -        - 
refmed  to  a  aeleet  committee    - 
reported  with  an  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad     - 
Roada  and  Inland  Naviga^n,  appointment  ■ 
adect  committea  on        -        -        - 
Mr.  Rogglei  lubmitted  a  reaolDtioQ  to 
atracl  laid  committee  coocerning  a  oar- 


lead  ■  Mcond  time,  and  letarred 
reported  with  amendmenta         -        -•      • 
ordered  to  be  printed  -        -        -        - 

read  a  ibitd  time,  and  paaaed  ai  amanded  - 
the  Monae  of  RepreaenUtiTea   agre«d,  with 

an  ameodment       -       '- 
in  which  the  Scn&le  concurred  -        -        - 
•  Teaolntion  from  the  Houaa  of  Repraaenta- 
ti*ea   for   printing   and   diitritmting  the 
abo*e  act,  read       -        .        -        . 
read  a  aecond  time    -        -        -        ' 
indefinitely  poitponed 
Rheams,  Tebina,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Repre- 
aentaUrea  confirming  the  claim  of,  to  i 
certain  tract  of  land       -        .        - 
read  the  firml  time      ,         .         .         . 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     • 
ordered  to  a  third  Teading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaMd  aa  amended 
Rhode  laland  Brigade,  Mr.  Bnrrill  prMented  the 
memorial  of  the,  referred 
committee  diuharged 
Rice,  John,  Mr.  Piak  preaented  the  petition  of, 

adTOrae  report  thaivon 

read,  and  concurred  in       -        - 

Rice,Elijah,Mr.Daggetl  preaented  the  petition  of 

adTcrae  report  thereon        .        .        -        - 

read,  and  concurred  in 

Ridgely,  William  G.,Mr.  Goldiborough  preaent- 

ed  the  petition  of;  referred      - 

adTerae  report  thereon 

read,  and  concurred  in      '        - 

Right*  of  Subaltertu,  a  memarial  Irom  e> 

aioned  officer!  of  the  Navy,  praying  legia- 
lalive  proTigion  for  ihe  protection  of  the 
referred  to  the  Naval  Committee 


which,  being  amended,  waa  agread  to 
Bobinaon,  Thomaa,  and  othera.     (Bae  Hatf-pay 

for  Uft.) 
Bodgen,  Commodwe  iobn,  a  UU  from  the  Hoaaa 
of  Repreaentatiiea  for  tbe  relief  o(  i — -* 
read  a  aecond  tinw,  and  referred 
raporled  without  ksteadmaDt     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  sod  pwned     - 
Roae,  Martin,  and  WiUiam  PnraU,  Mr.  Taylor 
preaanled  tbe  petitjon  o(  lefemd   • 
adTene  report  thMeon 
read,  and  coBcarced  in       •        -        - 
Roaa,  Henrietta,  Mr.  Jobnaon  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       -         .         - 
oommittee  diacfaargad 
Btiaaiter,  Timothy,  and  othen,  Mr.  Sanferd  pre. 
■ented  the  petition  of,  lefenwd 
I,  Thomaa,  Mr.  Ruggka  preaented  the  me- 
morial of.referred 

Rudolph,  John,  Mr.  Horaey  preaented  the  petition 


adTerae  report  thereon 
read,  and  coDcnrred  in      -        -        ' 
Rnaaell,  Nathaniel,  and  otbaia,  Mr.  Smith  pre- 
■anted  the  memorial  of,  referred     - 


n  Officer*.     (See  Head*  of  Dt- 
'■) 

j«nda,  Mr.  Leake  anbmitl 
reaolutlon  directing  inquiry  Into  the  i    , 
diency  of  amending  the  law  relating  to  the 
agreed  to,  and  reftrred  to  tbe  Land  Com- 

a  bill  Ihtni  the  Honae  of  R«pret«Dtati*«a  tu 
Boipend   the,  io    Looidana,   dec,  read 

twice,  *c I 

indefinitely  poatponed        ,,.-'■ 
Sauford,  Mr.,Bp«ech  of,  on  hii  motion  relating  lo 
dotiea  on  importationa   -        -        -        - 
Swgent,  John,  Mr.  Tichenor  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

committee  diacharged         -         .         -         - 

Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Houae 

of  RepreMulatiTe*,  ■  bill  from  the  Houae 

of  RepreaentatiTn  fixing  the  compenaa- 

tion  of  the,  read     .        -        -        ■        - 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  witii  amendment!         .        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        ■        - 

read  a  third  time,  aud  paaeed  u  amended  - 


id  by  Cookie 
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Stction  No.  SB,  Mr.  Haggle*  ■obmiUcd  a  rewi- 

latioD  rcipeetiDg   .        .        -        .        - 

■gcMd  to,  and  lefcrreil  to  the  Lind  Com- 

Semiitote  IndiHiit.  b  Meuige  from  the  Preaident 


nielU 


»  the   - 


the  Meutge  ordered  to  be  printed 
8Nitl«,  list  of  memben  preunl  it  iha  opeDmg 

of  the 

the.ViceJ^eaJdantofthe  UdiIwI  Stitwtook 
hie  leat  u  PrcMdent  of  the    - 
Settler*  od  lud*  of  the  United  atilee,  ■  bill  from 
the  Uouee  of  RepreaentatiTe*  coaeeiaing, 

read  e  **c<Hid  lime    ■        ■        .        -        . 

reported  nithont  amendmeDt     -        -        ■    . 
ordered  to  a  tbiid  reeding  -        -        ■        - 
lead  ■  third  time,  and  pgued 
8e;beTl'*  Statietical  AqdiI*,  Mr.  Barbour  inb- 
mitted  ■  reeolation  aatharixitig  e  eubacrip- 


tioB  to,  read  - 


read  a  eecond  ti 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        ■        ■     : 
read  a  third  time,  aod  paiml     -        •        •    : 
Brjtmtd,  Jobn.    (See  Euan/,  Jonathan,  dtc>} 
Mialer,  Ephtiim,  and  ottisn,  Mr.  Tichenor  pre- 
eenled  Iha  petition  of,  referred 
edTeiee  report  thereon      -        -        ■        . 
road  end  coDcurred  in        -        -        .        ■ 
Shoal  Creek,  TenneHee.  a  cranmitt«e  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  eipedienq'  of  ^tab> 
liihing  a  military  depot,  Ac,  at      -        -     : 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  tha  Comminionen  o[ 

the 

Biitb  Ciicnit  Conn,  Mr.  Fromentin  aubmitted  a 
reiolution  relative  to  compenaatiag  the 
judgei  of  the  -        •        -        .        .     : 

agreed  to,  and  referrod   to   the  Judiciary 

Committee    ••--..; 
an  adreree  report  from  aaid  committee        ■     ! 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        -    ! 
Slade'a  Creek,  a  bill  fram  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
aentativea  to  aboliah  the  port  of  deliTar; 
eatabliahed  at,  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  rebrred 
reported  niihont  ameodiuent     - 
ordeieil  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied 
SlaTee,  Mr.  itoberLa  aubmitted  a  reiolulion  le- 
apecting  the  introductioa  of,  jnto  the  Uni- 
ted 8  la  tea      

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  lelect  committee 
filocnm.  Smith  P.,  Mr,  Bnrrill  preaentad  the  pe- 
tition of,  refeired   ■        -        .         . 
edverae  report  thereoa       ~        .        , 
indeGoitelj  poalponed        •        .        , 
Small,  John,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  pcdtii 
of,  reiened     -        -      , . 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ... 
read  a  aecond  dmo    -        ■        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     - 
Smith,  Mr.,  speech  of,  ob  the  bill  to  proiide  for 
RevaJuiionary  acrvivora 
on  the  Fugitive  Slare  bill 
Smith,  larael,  a  bill  from  th«  Houae  of  Repre- 
M»uiiTea  for  relief  of,  read 


i.    Smith,  larael — continued.  F 
read  a  ■eooad  time,  end  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     .         .          - 
Bmilh,  Catharine  M.,  Mr.  King  prcaentcd   the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
adTcrae  report  thereon       -        .         -          . 
report  revetted,  and  a  bill  ordeied 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       -        -         -         - 
read  a  eacoad  lime    .        -        -         .         - 
the  third  reading  pegetived        -         -         -     : 
Smith,  Samuel,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      : 

adverae  report  thereon  *g[t*i  to         .         -     : 
Smoot,  Benjamin,  Mr.  William*  [~~ 
petition  of,  referred 
committee  diaeharged 
Spain,   Mr.   Barbonr  aubmitted  ■ 

■pecting  pending  negotiationa  with 
agreed  to,  and  the  reaolution  directed  to  be 

laid  before  the  Preaidenl 
a  Menage  from  the  Preaiden^  frith  the  p*- 

pera  uked  for        -        -        ...    1 
referred  to  Committee  of  Foreign  Relatiaiii    ' 
Sparka,  Thomai.     (See  Beck,  Paul.) 
Specie  paymenta  on  Land*,  Mr.  Haggle*  pn- 
aented  a  petition,  repreaenting  the  hard- 
■hipa  nf  repairing,  refenrvd      ... 
Spragna,  Setb,  and  other*,  a  (nil  from  the  Bmua 
of  RepreaentstiTea  for  relief  o^  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
repotted  without  amendment     -        -         .     : 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -  .     ; 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  .  -  t 
Btaflfofthe  Army,  abill  to  redncathr,  read  -  1 
read  a  aeeoud  time  ....  .  s 
referred  to  tlie  Military  Committee  -  .  S 
reported  with  an  amendroeot  -  -  .a 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .9 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  3 
ivturned  from  the  Houae  of  RepreeeDtaliree 

with  an  amendment      ....    3 
read,  and  ooiKurred  in       -        .        .        ■    Z 
Standing  Committee*,  appointment  of  the 
Stark,   Major   General   J<din,  a   bill  bom   Ifa* 
Houae  of  Repreaentative*  for  ttHtl  «C 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  -  -  3i 
reported  without  amendment  •  -  -  V 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .    31 

a  motion  that  it  be  then  read  a  third  tiae 
objected  to,  aa  againat  the  rtlle        -        -    9 
atUea,  George.     (See  Tmant,  TAoBtw.) 
SlocktoD,  John,  Mr.  Horeey  prewnted  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        .        .        -    li 
adverae  report  thereon       -        -        .        .    )( 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        •        .        -9 
Stokea,  Mountford,  of  North  Carolina,  tooklua 


Storer,  Clement,  appointed  a  Senator  hj  the 
Legislature  of  New  Hampaliire  in  ^ace 
of  J.  MaaoD,  Toaigned,  produced  hi*  cre> 
dontiale,  dec •       . 

Storer,  Joaeph,  Mr.  Storer  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred  ---... 
committee  diacliarged     .        .        .        .    ; 

Stubba,  John  G.,  Mr.  Morrow  preaented  the  peti- 
tion ot;  referred 

(See  Edaanb,  WilUam.) 
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StoTgaH,  Sobart,  Mi.  Taylor  preisD ted  the  pati- 

tion  of,  nfcrrti      ..... 

repart  of  the  SecreUr;  of  Wm  thereon,  le- 

Sobiif  (cue*  of  troopi,  employed  againit  the  Sam- 
'  inole  tribea,  Mr.  Williami,  of  Tennetiee, 

•abmilted  a  naolulion  of  iaquirj  info  the 


:rof 


Bgreeil  to,  and  the  Tsulutian  ordered  to  be 

CreMQted  lo  the  Preeideat  ... 
teaaage.  oith  report  from  th<  Seeratu; 
ofWarinieplj 


reported  irilhoDt  amendment  .  .  ■ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  . 
reid  a  third  time,  and  piaaed  -  -  . 
SmptoB  Luida,  Mr.  Tajloi  aubmitted  a  reaoln- 
tion  relating  to  -  . .  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Land  Com> 


Bwrajor  of  Public  Landa,  Mr.  Wiliiama  lob- 
mitted  a  rraolution  to  inquire  what  had 
beao  done  under  the  ael  authorizing  the 
upointment  of  a,  in  the  northern  part  of 
Hlaaiiuppi    --•... 

■mended,  and  ordered  to  be  praaanted  to 
the  Preaident        -        .        .        . 

a  Meaaage,  oontaining  a  reply  thereto 

a  bill  ftUowing  an  additioDal  nkry  to  the, 
in  lUiaoia  and  Miaioori,  read 

read  a  lecond  lima    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  « third  time,  and  pawed 
Swain,  Joihaa,  and  otheia.  Mi.  Dickeraon  pre- 
•ented  the  petition  of,  refened 

an  adverae  report  thereon  ■ 

read,  and  concuned  in       -        - 

Sl  Clair,  Major  Oeoeral  Arthur,  ■  bill  fn»n  the 

Houae   of  RepieaentatiTea  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendmeDta 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time 

after  debate,  paaaed  aa  amended 

T. 

Telbot,  laham,  of  Eentnckj,  took  bia 

Tale,  Daiid,  Mr.  Wiliiama  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .... 
committee  diacharged        ... 
Taylor,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  R< 
•entaKiea  aathoriiing,  to  be  plecei 
the  liat  of  peoaionen     ... 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
eomnittee  diacharged,  and  hill  committed 

to  tba  ComnHtee  of  the  Vfhali 
reported  without 


bonoDgh  preaented  the  petition  of,  retfurad 
report  thereon  ordered  to  be  printed  - 
the  report  adverae     .... 
Tenneaaee,  ■  bill  to  anthoriM  the  State  of, 

taane  granta,  &&,  read   .        .        • 


Tennewee — con  tinned.  Page, 

reported  with  amendmenta        ...    gyf 
ordered  to  a  third  rBading  ...     388 

i«ad  ■  third  lime,  and  paued    ...    3S3 
Mr.  Campbell  preaented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legiatature   oC    relating    to    unutiafied 
doima  derived  from  North  Carolina,  or< 
dered  to  be  printed        -        .        .        .       eS 
lefeired  to  the  commiitee  on  the  above  bill     IM 
Territorial  Goiamment,  Mr.  Tait  aubmitted  a 
reaolution  to  repeal  the  act  to  create  a 
aepuate,  in  the  eaatern  pari  of  MtuiMppi     117 
agreed  to,  and  relerred       -        -        -        -     118 
a  bill  to  utter  and  amend  the  act  mentioned, 

"■d 186 

read  a  aecond  time    .....    139 
refened  to  a  committee      -        -        .        •     ISt 
reported  with  amendmenta        ...        .     ITS 
ordered  to  ■  thiid  reading        ...     317 
read  a  third  time,  and  p«iuad    ...     310 
Texai^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of,  preaented  at  the  laat 
aeiaion  of  Congreia,  wa«  refefred  to  Aa 
Land  Committee    .....     17X 
the  commiitee  diacharged  -        .        .        .     3H 
Third  Auditor,  ■  bill  from  the  Honaa  of  Rapre- 
lentativea,  Iranamiltiog   the   claim  from 
the  office  of  Cominiaaioner  of  Claima  to 
that  of  the,  reed  three  timea,  and  paaaed     BOS 
Thompaon,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Honaa  of  Rep. 
reaentativea,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  re- 
lief of,  reed  twice,  and  referred 
reported  witiioat  amendment 
recommitted  to  aame  committtee 
reported,  «nd  a  third  reading  negatived 
Mr.  Barbour  preaented  the  petition  of,  an 
gave  notice  that  be  meant  to  aak  leaTs  1 
bring  in  a  bill        .... 
according  to  notice,  Mr.  Barbour  introduced 
a  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of,  which  waa  read 
reed  a  aecond  time    ... 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    - 
Thorn,  Joaeph,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Repre- 
aenlatirei  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  lecoDd  time,  and  referred 
reported  witfaoat  amendment     - 
third  reading  negatiTsd      -        .  . .  _ 

Thomdike,  larael,  Mr.  Otia  preaented  the  petltioii 

of,  lefeued 1S8 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  lead 
read  a  aecond  lime    ... 
indefinitely  poatponed 
Three  par  cent,  Mr.  Noble  aabmittad  a  reacda. 
tion  reapactingthe,  doe  to  Lidiana  on  the 
aalaa  of  landi,  Ac  ... 

agreed  to,  and  referred       ... 
>  bill  to  provide  for  paying  the,  read  - 
read  a  aecond  lime    -        .        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      - 
retained  from  the  Honaa  of  R^eaantativei 

with  amendmenia  ... 

read,  and  diaagreed  to        -        - 
Tiernan,  Luke,  and  otheia,  Hi.  Goldahorongh 
preaented  the  petition  of,  referred 
oommiUee  diachatged 
Timberlake,  John  B.,  Mr.  Barbour  preaented  the 
petition  of,  lefened 
eominitlA  diadiaigad 
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Senate  Praceedinge  and  Dtbatte. 


Tompkim,  D*&i«l  D.,  Tke  Pniident,  kUonded, 
and  took  the  Cbtir 
notice  thit  he  njit  t«lire  for  the 
Todd  IKS  and  Dieciimi  Dating  Dntira,  a  bill 
cerning,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
TSftd  a  third  time,  and  pasted 
TBtonied  from  the  House  of  Bepreeentitii 
with  ameodaieiit*  • 

Trtffic  in  Negroes,  Mr.  Oolitaboraagh  preaslited 

a  memariil  of  the  Society  of  Friends  oa 

the  anhjecl  of,  referred   .... 

Tnnaportation  of  Peraons  of  Color,  a  bill  reapect- 

iug  the,  read         ... 

read  •  aecond  time    .        .        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  lime,  and  paued    . 

Trewurer  of  the  United  Slatea,  the  general  ic. 

count  of  the,  preiented  -         .         .         - 

Treaiury  Notes, ^  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Bepre- 

■etitatrrea  to  aolhorize  payment  on  loal, 

&c.,  read  twice,  and  refured  - 

indefinitely  postponed 

Treat;  of  Ghent,  Mr.  Troop  BObmitted  a  reaola- 

tion  to  inquire  of  the  President  aa  to  the 

eiecntion  of  the  first  article  of  the 

agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  directed 

Seseutcd 
enage,  with  the  report  of  the  Secretai; 

of  Stale  in  reply 

another  Meuage, relating  to  the  canslnction 
giTon  by  the  CommiHionen  to  the  loDitb 

Troop,  George  M.,  of  Georgia,  took  his  seat 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Burrill'i  reBoIation 

laling  to  the  African  alare  trade     . 
speeeh  of,  in  reply  to  Mi.  Burrill 
Troop,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Troup  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .... 
Troup,  John,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition 

ot,  referred     -.-... 
Tyler,  Benjamin  0.,  a  letter  from,  presenting  to 

the  Senate   the  fint  fac  simile  copy  ever 

made  oltbe  Declaration  of  Independence 

u. 

OmAiI  Arts,  a  bill  to  promote  the  progreas  of, 

read  a  second  tine,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  ■  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  in  adAtion  to  the  act  to  promote  tl 
progress  of,  r«d  twice,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

indefinitely  postponed 

UeelesB    Officers    of  the   CiHtons,   Mr.   Golds. 

borough  presented  a  resolntioD  requesting 

the  President  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 

the  Senate  at  tho  next  session  a  list  of    - 

modified  and  agreed  la       •        -        .        . 


Taedno  Agents,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatiTes  to  extend  the  privilege  of  Irank- 
ing  to sei 


Vacdna  Agents — continued.  P*C^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  Teferrad                   -  MS 

reperted  with  amendment*         ...  ssf 

bill  rejected SK 

Valle,  John  Baptist,  Mr.  Morrow  preaentad  the 

petition  of,  referred         .        .        .         .  M 

committee  discbirged         ....  qk 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  to<A  fan  seat  61 
Varich,  Richard,  and  others,  Mr.  King  ptMentad 

the  memorial  of,  referred         .         .         .  n 

committee  diachBrged         ....  ssg 

Yincennes,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  pMitiaB  of 

the  Trosteea  of  the,  UniTgnity,  reftnml  .  Si 

adverae  report  thereon        •        .        -         -  M 

read,  and  concurred  in       ...         -  m 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  talizan 

of,  rMeirea     ......  301 

a  bill  to  adjust  the  daimi  ts  tola  in  Oie 

town  of,  read          .....  31) 

read  a  eeeoad  time    •        .        .         .        .  jsi 

onlered  to  s  third  reading         -  .         .        -  MB 

read  a  third  lime,  and  pasaed      ...  (70 
Mr.  Taylor  presented  anottfar  petitieB  of 

citizens  of,  read,  and  referred                   ■  111 

commrttee  discharged         -         -         .        .  jqq 
Vine  and  Olive,  Mr.  Daggett  sobmitled  a  rcBO- 
lution  asking  Ibe  Preajdent  fcr  inknat- 
tion  IS  to  proeeedinga  under  the  act  to 

eacourage  the  cottivBtion  of  die      .         .  TS 

atneuded,  and  agreed  to     -                 .         -  7S 

a  MeiBBge,  with  the  informalioii  asked  lor  -  Mi 

rsferred  to  the  Land  Committee         -         .  S8( 
Vhiinis,  a  bill  from  the  Bouse  of  BejMwseiita- 
tives  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  dia- 

trict  court  of,  read           ....  jig 

read  a  second  lime,  and  refeired         -         .  atX 

reported  without  atnendnenl     ...  sM 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        .         .  269 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  27)^ 

Tirginia  Military  Land  WarraDla,  Mr.  Bppea 

submitted  a  resolution  eitending  the  time 

Ibr  locating^dEc      -        .        .        .         -  ttt 

agreed  to,  and  referred       ....  SI 

a  bill  to  extend  the  time,  Ac,  read    •        -  M 

read  a  second  lime     .        -         .        .        _  ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading            -     *  .        .  S8 

read  a  ^rd  time,  and  passed      .        .        -  S9 
returned  from  Ibe  Bouse  of  Bepieaentalina 

with  amendments 310 

read  and  concurred  in         -         .        .        .  M6 
Volaateer   Mounted   Cavalry,  a  bill  from   tbe 
Houae  ol  Hepresentatives  tbi   relief  of, 

read 361 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        .  Ml 

reporled  witbont  amendment    -         .        .  307 

ordered  to  a  third  reiding           ...  ssJ 

retd  a  (bird  time,  and  passed    ...  391 
W. 
Wait,  Thomaa  B.  6t  Sons,  Mr.  Otis  piesMted 

the  memorial  of;  referred         -        -        -  171 
a  bill   authorizing  a  subscription   Im   the 
eteveath  volume  of  the  Blata  Papen  of, 

read )i9 

read  a  aecond  time    .....  m 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  Jt74 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        .         .  m 

Wait's  Stale  Papers,  a  resolution  ftoffl  the  Haoao 

of  RepresentitiTes  directing  the  Judges  of 

the  Supreme  Court  to  be  fomishBd  with  SM 
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SemaU  Pnatdlmga  attd  DtAattt. 


xxxvUi . 


e  pra»aiil«d  the  pa- 


Wmtt**  8UIB 

lewilution  teid  -        - 

rand  k  Mcoad  tims,  uid  refund 

rapoTted  nithout  ameDdrngiit    ' 

I  read  a  tbinl  timi,  and  pasHd    - 

Waldec,  Loring  A.,  Mi.  Noble  pm 

tition  of,  referred   - 

committee  diichirged,  uid  pipen  referred 

to  tbe  PotlmuCer  GeDeraf     ... 

Ward,  Saninal,  Mr.  King  prcMOtad  tiie  petition 

of,  referred     ... 

a  bill  far  relief  of,  read 

r«ad  a  aecond  time    - 

ordered  to  ■  third  readiliB 

read  a  third  time,  and  paMt 

Warnaek,  Frederick  C,  Mr.  Williime  of  TeQ< 

■MnBepreMiiled  the  mffinorielof    - 
Warmr,  Martin,  Mr.  Daggett  preunted  the  pe- 


ordcred  to  a  tbird  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed 
WaiUnKton.Mr.GoldiboioDghpreeaQted  tbe  pe- 
tition of  the   Major,  die.  of  the  cilj  o^ 
referred  ...... 

a  bill  ispplemenlal  to  the  act  to  amend  the 
charter  of,  read      .... 

read  a  eeeond  time  ..... 

otdered  to  a  third  r«wUD( 
read  «  tbird  lima,  and  paaied     - 
Wall.,  Oeorge  R.     (See  Atulht,  Major  Ltiriitg. , 
Weill,  BaDJamiii,  Mr.  Laeock  preeenled  the  peti- 
tkin  of,  refeiTed 
adTeree  report  tbarean 
read, 'and  concnrrad  in 
Welah,  Abb,  Mr.  Daggett  preaented  the  peti- 

adTeraa  report  thereon 
read,  and  concnrred  in 
Weodall,  Jaoob,  asd  othen,  Mr.  Storer  preeent- 

ed  the  petition  oi,  reftned 
Wetmore,  Alplionio.     (8e«  SuUer,  Ephnum.) 
White,  Hatfield,  Mr.  Rugglei  preaented  the  peti- 
tion rf,  referred      . 
a  fenormbla  report  made 
read,  and  negitived  - 
White,  Margiiel,  Mr.  Wilaon  pieeented  the  pett- 
tioo  of,  referred 
edrene  report  thereon 


advene  report  thereon       ■•        .        . 

taad,  and  canoHrred  in       -        -        - 

Wileoi,  De  LaTajeite.     (See  Shaier,  Ephmim.) 

Willatd,  Sitae,  Mr.  Fiak  preaented  the  petition 

of,  referred     ...... 

a  bill  for  tbe  relief  o(  read     -^  •     '   . 
read  a  ucond  time    ..... 

ordered  ta  a  third  reading  .... 

negstiied  ...,., 

Williami,  John,  appointed  a  Senator  b;  the  Le- 
gluUtuie  of  Tonneoiee,  produced  hie  cre- 
dentiali,  &c.  -...■■ 
WiUi«.mi,  Thomie  H.,  eppointed  a  Senator  bj 
the  Legislature  of  Miuiieippi,  produced 
hii  credential*,  Ac        .... 

dtetr  the  lot  for  longeat  term      ... 


William^  Bononi,  Mr.  Laeock  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        .        .        .    ; 
adTene  report  thereon        .        -        .        .    ; 

road,  and  oonourred  in       -        .        .        -     • 

Vraeon,  Williain,  and  othna,  Mr.  Ooldabaroagh 

preaented  the  nelition  of,  >«fernd    . 
WiUon,  Bichard  K.,  Mr.  Roberts  prennled  Ae 

petition  of,  referred         .        .        .        .     | 

•dieiae  report  thereon        >        -        .        .    ; 
read,  and  oononrred  in       -        .  .     : 

Wbgman.  Chailsi.    (See  Clfffbnl,  Tkomtu,  and 

d/itrt.) 
Wiseman,  Abraham,  Mr.  Tajlor  presented  the 
padtioB  ot,  referred        .... 

WhneaMa  before  Ooorie  Martial,  Hr.  Ashman 

mbmilled  a  resola  tion  reliling  to  prorision 

for  the  altendance  of      -        .        .        . 

agreed  to,  and  referred       .... 

report  thereon  ...... 

lenrred  to  the  NbtiI  Committee 
said  committee  diicharged  therefrom  - 
Work,  John.  •  Inll  fron  tbe  Hoase  of  Hepr^ 
eentatives  fer  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 


reported  nithoat  ■mendment     .        .       .    g 
ordered  to  a  third- reading  .        •        .        .    ] 
read  *  third  time,  and  pawed     -        -        -    i 
Woithington,  Oad,  a  bill  from  the  Honee  of  Sep- 

resentatitaa  for  relief  of^  read  -    I 

read  B  second  time,  and  refenad         ■        -    : 
reported  without  amendment      •        -        •    I 
third  reading  negatind      .        .        .        .    ; 
Wright,  Tliama*,  Mr.  Moiril  pNaentad  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ..... 
•dvarsa  ropoil  thereon        -        -        '        -    1 
read,  and  concnrred  in       -        -        •        •    I 
Y. 
Yeta  and  Naye,  on  etriking  oat  part  of  the  reso- 
lution on  the  Aft-ican  ibve  trade    - 
on  concurring  in  the  advene  report  in  (he 

case  of  Peter  dc  Fond     •        -    .    . 
on  entering  on  the  JournsI  the  resolotion 

and  instmctioni  of  Tenneeiee 
on  indefiniu  poatpoQemenl  oftfaebillfor  re- 
lief of  snrriTon,  Ac.       .        -        -        .    ' 
on  amending  the  same       '       811,  S90,  SSI, ' 
OD  referring  the  bill  fer  relief  of  General  St 

Clair : 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  same 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  ptoriding  fin 

on  amending  the  Fngitire  Slare  bill  -     StC, 

on  tbe  third  reading  of  the  reeolatian  lo 
amend  the  Uonslilution  ... 

on  dieehirging  the  Milituj  Committee  from 
certain  petitions    .        -        .        -        - 

on  conearring  in  certain  amendment*  of  the 
House  of  RspresenlatiTee  to  the  bill  for 
sar^vors,  Ac 

on  tbe  third  reading  of  a  rcfoliilion  to  amend 
the  Conetilntion 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  FugitiTo 
SiaTeblll 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  concurring  in  adverse  report  on  a  peti- 
tion in  behalf  of  ReTOlntionarj  officers    - 

on  filing  a  da;  fer  t3x*  adjournment  of  Con- 
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Tau  and  Niji — umtiuuei].  Page, 

on  imandiDg  the  bUI  for  MUaUins  cUim 

to  land  in  Indiana  and  Miaonri  -  373,  379 
on  the  qUMtion  of  paaiage  of  ths  lame  -  SSI 
on  the  third  Tcailing  of  the  bill  outhoiizitiB 

Tennna«e  to  ume  grant*,  Ax.  -  -  S8B 
on  the  third  raading  of  the  bill  lotednc*  tba 

■tafforthe  Army 990 

on  indefinite  poatpaneinent  of  Mr.  Baibooi'a 

reaolution  to  amend  the  Conatitution  -  SB3 
on  poitponcment  of  the  bill  coBCerning  con' 


on  poilponement  of  tba  bill  to  incrsaje  Iha 
Gompanaation  of  certain  jadgea 

on  the  tbiril  reading  of  the  Navigation  bill  - 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  aame         - 

on  filling  the  blanka  in  the  cc 
certain  jadge* 
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TeM  and  Naja— eontiniMd.  Pi 

on  tha  final  pavage  of  the  bill  fiir  oompen- 
aation  to  certain  judgea  -         -  -     ; 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
John  Hall 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  mipplemeiita] 
to  the  act  to  incoipotale  the  United  Stsiaa 
Bank 

on  amending  the  bill  coDceming  Eiecadva 
Department!  ..... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  aame 

on  amending  the  bill  making  appropiintiona 
for  lepairing,  &c.,  the  public  bnildingB    . 

on  ameoding  the  bill  lajing  —miiffnal  du- 
ties on  Iron    ....        -         .     j 

on  amending  the  resilattOD  giring  axtrspaj 
loaerranta,  &c^of  UtsSMlatB  .     ] 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  AND  APPENDIX. 


A.  Page. 

Abbott,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  tpecch  of,  on  the  i^ht 

of  expatriation 1066 

Abolition  Socie^  of  Kentnck;,  Hr.  Trimble  pie- 

senUd  tha  petition  of  the,  referred        -    617 
Mr.  fiecgeent  preaeoted  a  aimilar  petition 
Itod  FennijlTanio,  aieo  referred    -        -     B39 
Acconnta,  appointment  of  the  atanding 


:eof 


400 


n  of  Mr.  Baaaett,  the  aaid 
tee  were  initnicted  to  inqaire  into  the 
manner  in  which  the  contractor  for  print- 
ing and  itationer;  had  performed   that 

duty 431 

■  report  eicnlpatorj  of  the  CDUtraelor,  re»d    486 
Adami,   Mr.,  of  Maasacbnentta,  remarka  of^  on 

the  Fugitive  Slave  bill    -        ■        .        .    8S7 
Afiieaa  CaloaizBtion,  Mr.  Mercer'a  report  onlhs 

anWacI  of      -        ...        -        -  1771 
Agniire,  Don  Manuel,  dec,  correapondaaca  oi^ 

vitb  the  Secretary  of  State   .        -        -  teall 
Aikman,  Samuel,  a  bill  Air  relief  of,  read  twice    475 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading        ...    608 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    .        ■        •    S16 
Tetomed  from  the  Sonata  with  an  amend- 
ment      679 

lead,  and  coocntred  in       ...        •     609 
Alabama  Tenilotj,  the  Speaker  preaented  the 
petiiioo  of  the  Lepilalure  o^  prajing  to 
be  ioTeated  with  the  power  to  incorporate 
turnpike  companici,  dec,  refeired         -  14BI 
a  bill  concerning,  read  twice,  &c.       •        -  I4G6 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  1606 
Alien  Duliea,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  remit 

cerUin,  read  twice,  dec        -        -        ~  1481 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -   1460 

lead  a  third  lime,  and  piued    -        -        .  17TS 

Alliaon,  Bev.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain 

Alphabetical  Index  to  acta  and  reiolutiona,  Mr. 

Taylor  labmitted  a  raiolation  reapfctii^ 

an,  read   twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 1463 


Alphabetical  Index — continoed.  ^\  Pnfa> 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -        -        .  jiST 
Amelia  laland,  aj^inUnent  of  a  aalaet  cnunil- 

tee  an  the  Bnli)ect  of      -  -         •     4H 

Mr.  Rhea  jubmitted  a  reaolntioii  eonoemnig    4M 
amended,  agreed  to,  and  a  committea  aip- 

pointed  to  wait  on  ttie  Fraaidenl    .         -     418 
a  Mewage,  with  the  infcrmatiNl  aakad  Jot     448 
report  of  aelect  c«mniittea  on  the  atate  of  .     648 
•  Meaaaga  from  tha  Praaident,  atatms  that 
the  United  State*  fiirca*  bad  taken  po»- 

e**rion  of Til 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  a  committee  wna 
appointed  to  reqaeatof  the  Praaidaat  any 
fnrther  information  he  may  poaaaM  relat- 
ing to    1«7 

a  Meaasge  fiom  the  President,  ti 

anodi;  papera  in  relation  to   . 

tbe  paper*  and  documenta  tlien  ti 

(Appendix)    ...         ...  17S6 

docomenli  fl«in  tha  Secretaij  of  State  re- 
lating to  the  occapation  of     -        -        -  ISBT 
American  Bible  Society,  Mr.  Sergeant  prewnted 

-    the  petition  of  tbe,  refaiTed    -        -        -    4M 
a  bill  for  ramiaiion  of  certain  dntje*  aa  im- 

portatioaa  by  the,  read  twice        -        -    818 
read  ■  third  tiine,  and  ordered  to  lie  od  the 

tdiie en 

recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole    871 
American  and  Britiib  Tonnage,  Mr.Fitlun  *nb- 

milted  aeTerat  reaolotiona  coocemtDg  -  Bit 
American  Colonization  Sodely,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Mercer,  the  committee  on  tbe  memo- 
rial of  the,  were  inatrticted  to  Inqaire  into 
the  expediency  Of  more  eflisctnal  provinon 
for  prohibiting  tha  African  sUtc  trade  •  filS 
American  Manufactorei,  Mr.  Johnion  aubmiltad 

a  reaolution  to  clothe  tbe  Army  in         -    49t 

Amnry,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice     B4f 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...   16N 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasiad    ...  1714 
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t,  B  report 
J  of  War 


DfaUl    - 


480 


■peech  of,  in  tha  um  of  Colonel  John  An- 
denon   ------.    B18 

on  ths  bill  concerning  tbe  rifht  of  exp«tii- 

Btion 103S 

on  the  Ohio  eoniHted  electioii  •       •       ■  KSb 
Andenon,  Oolonal  John,  a  bill  to  indemnify, 

twice  reed     ......     617 

ordered  to  a  third  mding        ...    C3! 
read  t  tbinl  time,  ind  paieed     ■        .        •    S34 
Mr.  Williamt,  of  North  CRrolina,  ■nbmittad 
to  tha  HoQie  *  letter  he  hed  received 
from,  offerinf  a  bribe,  ifhich  wta  read    -     680 
Mr.  Forii;th  eubmitted  a  reeolniion  raqnii- 
ing  the  Bergeant-at-Arme  to  take,  into 

cuatod; 883 

pawed  nnanimoQil;  ....    C8S 

ubronghtto  the  BaroftheHoote  -  -  608 
letter*  from  the  Speaker,  read  ...  flCO 
inteTrogaloriee  propoanded  to,  at  the  Bar  ef 

the  Houac 777 

•ddren  of,  to  the  Honn  -789 

aditreM  of  tha  Speaker  to  '  -  *     -    789 

diachtarge  of,  from  CDitod;  •        .        .    7S0 

Andenon,  John,  a  bit!  for  relief  o^  twice  read    680 

the  Speaker  preunted  a  petition  of,  prajing 

that  the  biile  reported  for  hie  relief  may 

be  taken  up  and  diipoaed  of^  laid  on  the 

table 146B 

ndered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1677 

read  a  tUrd  time,  and  paaaed     -        .        - 

Andrew,  Jamee,  the  Committee  an  Peneioni, 

iu^  were  Inetraeted  to  inqaire  into  the 

ezpedienirr  of  placing,  on  tha  peneion 

liet 

AppTopriatiom,  a  letter  from  the  Becretarf  of 
the  Treunry  with  eitimitee  of      - 
a  bill  lopplementary  to  the  act  making,  for 
tha  cuireot  jear,  read  twice  ...  1717 
Ariadne,  ihip,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the 

the,  ordered  to  a  third  reading        •        -  171li 

the  third  reading  negatiTad        ...  1710 

Armoriei,  report  of  the  Secretat;  of  War  of  ei- 

pendituree,  &c.,  at  each  of  tha 
Arma  and  Military  Slorea,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hantington,  the  Secretary  of  War  wa* 
directed  to  make  a  report  of  - 
report  ofi^at  officer  in  obedience  thereof  • 
Armitrong,  General,  a  bill  authorizing  payment 
of  certain    bill*  drawn   by,  in  taror  of 
Thomsi  Morgan,  read  twice,  &c.    -        -  ISSS 
Army  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Mercer,  a  committee  waa  appointed  to  re- 
quest Uie  Freiident  to  cauae  to  be  laid 
before  the  Home  a  return  of  the  pieeenl 
■trtDgth  of  the,  &t,        .        -        -        , 
«  Meiaige,  with  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  in  reply         .        -        - 
a  bill  reipectingthe  organ iiation  of  the,  Ac, 
read  iwice,  nod  committed     ... 
reported  with  amendmenta,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 1880 

read  the  third  time,  and  pMMd  •  '1681 


Army  of  the  United  Btatei — continued.  Page, 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment!, 

and  concurred  in    .         .         .  .  ■  1777 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  regnlating  the  etaff 

of  tha,  rend  twice,  &c  ....  iMfi 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  lie  on  the  Ubla ieG6 

amended,  and  retomed  to  the  Senate  for 

concHrreace  ......  iSM 

Arrearage!,  a  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 

payment  of,  read  twice  ....  787 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  ...  799 
returned  from  the  Benalswiih  a 


8SS 


read  and  referred       -  ... 

agreement  recommended  and  concurred  in    846 

Arundel,  Hri.,  committee  diaeharged  from  eon- 

aidering  the  petition  of  ■        -        •        .  1731 

Aaaeaeon  of  the  United  StatM,  on  motion  a[ 
Mr.  Barbonr,  of  Virginia,  the  Committaa 
of  Waye  and  Meana  were  initmeted  to 
inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  autttori- 
lijig  the  Preaident  to  diatribute  an  annaal 
aum  amonget  tha,  for  extra  aerricea  -  8M 
report  advene  to  the  expediency  of  the 
maaaur^,  read        .....  iggi 

Auty,  Oommaad«r-in-Chief  at  Amalia  laland, 
lettata  fnuB,  to  the  United  Suiaa  offleen 
who  aomnODsd  him  to  ■wreDdar  aaid 


Anatin,  AroUbald,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and 

waa  qnalified         .....    ^gg 

remarka  of,  on  the  motion  to  inquire  int«  the 
eencluct  of  clerk*  -        -       .        -       .    7S0 

apeeeh  of,  oti  the  reaelnliun  ooneetning  in- 
ternal improTemant        ....  mi 
Anatin,  Htjor  Loring,  a  bill  for  relief  of;  read 

Iwioe,  &e. 814 

reported,  and  ordered  lo  a  third  reading    -  1S7S 

read  the  thlid  time,  and  paaaed  ...  IS7S 
Anttientication  of  Public  Acta,  ftc,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Spencer,  the  Judiciary  Committaa 
were  inilructed  to  inquire  concerning  tha    431 

a  bill  concerning  the,  read  twice        -        -    COO 

indefinitely  poetponed 


Awards  under  the  Properly  Act,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Foniyth,  the  Secretary  of  War  wu 
directed  to  report  an  account  of  tha        -    4 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply     -    1 


■entatiTea  of  tbe  late,  and  of  tbe  lata  Pe- 
ter Trooillet,  read  twice,  and  committed  1S>3 
Baldwin,  Heniy,  of  PenniyWania,  appeared  and 

waa  qualid^      -        -            .        -        .  406 
remarkH  of;  00  Ihe  bill  to  aboliah  internal 

duUae 418 

apeecb  of,  on  the  queation  of  ita  paaaage  -  434 
on  the  Commutation  bill  -  .  -  .  481 
remark!  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  recede  dec.  BS4 
on  the  Fugitive  Slave  bill  -  -  -  .  BU 
on  the  leaolntion  for  adjoarnment  -  -  IIBI 
Ball,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarka  o(  on  the  Com- 
mutation bill 479 
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BaldMr^MQltnaod.  Fige. 

ipweh  of,  on  tbs  notioii  to  i^ioiiit  ■  cojn- 

mitlM  of  phtUegM  -  MS 

i«in«tk*  of,  on  iha  bmHod  not  to  kcmtb  tha 
P*ua  tnemoriiJ      .....  ISfiS 
BiM,  MoUrom,  ■  trill  fiir  the  Tsruf  of,  r»d  twica  13SS 
B»nk  of  tbe  Uaitad  Sutra,  thi  Spcikar  preMtii- 

•d  the  potition  of  the,  itfertei  •  -  710 
■  bill  to  omeiid  tha  act  to  iuearpoTate  tha, 

lead  twica TVS 

a  bUl  A«M  tba  Sanato  in  aadttlon  to  an  act 

to  incorponte  tha  .....  17M 
raad  a  first  tine,  and  ■  notioD  to  nad  a 

aacMtd  linie  nogaliTgd  ....  itu 
(fc«  bill  indefiititelir  poatponad  -  -  -  1763 
Mi>  Ponjth  aubmittad  a  matioii  concanuni 

tho,taad MS 

Baaknple;,  a  bill  to  i 
of,  lead  twice 


indalnital;  paatpcMid  ....  lOST 
on,  Mr.,  of  VirfiDia,  ipeech  of,  on  the  ia> 

paalaf  iBtnoaldDtiea  -  ■  -  -  438 
in  the  eaa*  »f  Calodal  John  Anderaon  .  6M 
in  lapi;  to  etjeatlaDa  made  agunat  bia  argn- 

■aenU TOfi 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill 


cottoatsiBg  JBtaml  iai. 

iiei 

inV^tljIoannaitafHi.  Cla;  -1179 

Bllibeiii,  Picire,  on  motioD  of  Mr.  Soott,  tha  pa. 
titioB  of,  praaenlad  a  ^a  ago.  wta  tAf 
red  to  Ihe  ConunitUe  on  PnUlo  Landa   -    833 
Bai  lion,  dtc,  od  aation  «f  Mr.  J.  a  8«ilk.  Iba 
Sccretatj  of  the  Traaaalj  « a*  dinolvd  to 
Mpott  to  tha  Hotwa  a  atataBant  «f  tha 
number  of  tuna  of,  anooall*  UMpartad      -    808 
Batkai,  Stepban.     CBae  Miller,  "fioniu.) 
Baniey,  John,  advene  repoit  on  the  patitioa  of, 

coDcaried  in  •       -       •       -       •        -    818 
Barton,  William,  a  bill  f<n  relief  of,  raad  Ucica  1013 
Buwtt,  Jamc).    (See  OunboaU.) 
Baiaatt,  Mr.,  rsmariu  of,  on  tua  motioQ  to  la;  an 
the  table  the  motion  of  Mr.  Forajtb,  not 
to  icceiTe  the  memorial  of  VLncente  Paaot  I38S 
Bale,  John,  Mr,  Johnion  reported  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  twice  read 400 

refcrrad  to  the  Seeretar;  of  the  Treaanrr    •    44T 
hit  report  thereon  referred  to  the  Comouttea 

DfClaima MB 

bHl  repotted,  nith  amendment  ...    609 
otimti  to  a  diiid  reading,  with  the  amend. 

ment 1461 

read  a  third  time,  and  paued     .        -        .  I4SS 
Batenan,  Ephraim,  of  New  Jaruy,  appeared, 
and  wai  qualified  .        .        .        .        ~ 
Bath,  MaaaachuMtla,  a  bill  making,  a  port  of  en- 

tn,  dec,  read  twice       -        .       .        .  17S3 

read  the  third  tirae.and  pasMd  -  .  1T38 

Bajlaj,  Thomaa,  of  Maryland,  appeared,  and 

wa*  qualified  ..... 

Betnmareliaia,  the  hcin  of,  a  Meuage  from  the 

Preaident  relating  to  the   claim   of,   re. 

farred 

the  committee  diichaned,  and  papen  refer- 
red ta  Committee  of  Claima   ... 
the  latter  diacharged,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee        

abSl  rslatiTB  to  Ihe  dum  of,  read  lirice  lOOS 


Moore,  tbe  Com 

&c.,  were  inatmeled  la  inqiiin  iata  tha 

expedienc;  of  allowing  extra  iniiiyaiiw 

tion  to  the  poitiaaatar  at        .         .        - 

BoadiBr,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  retnarka  af,  on  the  1^  to 

aboliah  internal  dutiea    .... 

OB  the  Cotnmatatiou  hill    .         -        .        . 

on  the  motion  for  a  oomnittaa  of  priejkvaa    SU 

^eech  o4  on  the  adeptino  of  aaid  motian    •    605 

remarka  of^  on  the  report  of  that  cob    ' 

on  Hi.  Bpencai'a  rnalntiona  in  tha  c 

Andarun      ..... 

■peoch  of,  on  Mr.  Bhea'e  pi^oaed  ai 


7« 


Bal&at,  made  a  port  of  entry  for  a  ■ 

tioD  diatricL     (Sea  Batk.l 
thnj,  Benjamin,  a  biU  for  relief  at,  imi  nriea    8M 
Mderad  to  a  third  reading  ....  Wtl 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  .        .        -  1714 
Bian*enue,  Antoine,  report  of  tha  Saentaij  tf 

Slyle  on  the  petiliiui  of,  nfaiad     -        -    44S 
•dTeraa  report  thereon        ...        -    601 
Bitdaall,  Banjaniii,  and  William  B.  Foalar,  a  Ul 

forreluf  of,  read  twice,  &c    ...     81t 
ordered  to  a  IbiiJ  reading  ....  1683 
raad  Ihe  third  lime,  aad  pa  aril  ...  IGS7 
BbfTove,  William,  tha  Speaker  preaented  ■  M- 
ler  from,  complainlag  of  tta  Cbsif  Chak 
af  tbe  Ktrj  DqMrtn«nt,na<),  iMd  laJat 
ad  to  lie  ou  Ihe  lahte      ....  i«n 
Bland,  Theodoiiok,  report  of  on  die  conblMti 

of  South  Ameiiea 3101 

BloomGeld,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  bill  fin-  aor. 

TiTing  officers,  dtc  .        .        -     481,43) 

on  proposed  inquiry  into  conduct  of  doib     795 
Bogert,  John  G.,  a  bill  from  Ihe  Saaala  fer  nbef 

of,  read  twice  and  referred       .        .        .  ttfi 
tbe  committee  recommend  the  rtjediBn  aC 
and  bill  and  report  committed  -  IWB 

Bonndarj  Linea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burweft  the 
Sccralarj  of  the  Treaaary  naa  dittded  to 
report  a  atatemrnt  of  tbe  Dipeim*  of  iho 
ConUBiMionan  Ibr  aetlUDg  tho,  uadct  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  .....  88S 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trtaaniy. 

with  a  •Utemeni 961 

report  of  the  committee  on  (he  a&l^ect  of 

diapsted,  with  Great  Britain    .        -         .SITS 
between  Kentncky  and  Tennciaee,  moao- 
rill  of  tbe  Kentucky  Lcgialatura  on  the 

iQbject  of 336J 

Bonnlin  to  Msauficturers,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Drake,  of  Massachusetts  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Minofacturea  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tbe  eipedieocy  of 
ofiering,  in  certain  casee  ...  5M 
Breiet  Officers,  a  bill  from  tha  Senate  n^Ialiog 

the  pay  andemolumcnta  of,  read     -        -  I4fi6 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  ■        -   I4B9 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   iTll 
reid  Ihe  third  time,  and  puMd  -         -        .  173S 
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BreTBtBuik.  on  uMion  of  Hr.'Meraer,  the  8mi- 
retary  of  Wir  wu  diieetad  to  tapori  ■ 
lUt  of  all  officeim  who  bald,  it  the  elMe  af 


the  T 


a  latter  from  the  8ecTBt«i7  of  War,  with 
■tatement  in  rcplj  -        .        . 

a  bill  reapacting  die  allowance  of  extra  paj, 
Sec,  to  officera  holding,  reail  twice,  &c. 

indefioitel;  poitponsd        ... 
Brigga,  Iaa>£,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  Tor  relief  of    SSfi 

lead  twice,  and  roferrej     - 

reported,  with  an  amendment    • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paued  ■■  amended 

the  Septte  diiagrecd  to  the  amendment 

the  Houae  receded     .        .        .        - 
Brook,  Edmund,  an  adTcrae  raport  on  the  p«ti- 
Imh  of,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole 

report  agreed  to,  and  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion rejected  ...... 

Biown,  ftfajor  General  Ikcob,  a  bill  lor  relief  of^ 
read  twice,  and  committad 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  peMed  - 

retsmed  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmenta 

conearred  in 

Bnwa,  Frederick,  ■  bill  fet  reliaf  «f,  read  twlee 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaad  • 
Brontin,  Naiciwai,  and  other*,  aUll  fi>r  relief  of, 

reported  with  amendaaeota,  and  oidered  to 


lie  on  the  i 


i87 


irai 
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ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed 
retarned  from  the  Senate  with  an  ai 
meat,  wbich  wea  coneurrwl  in 
Boell,  Banael,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Palmer,  (be  re- 
port  of  the  Saeretar;  of  the  Traaaory 
on  the  petition  of,  waa  ralarred  to  ttie 
Committee  of  Wejs  and  Mean*      •        -     831 
Bnllodt.  Joaiah,  a  bUl  for  the  relief  of,  read  twiea    9U 
reported  wiih  an  ainaiHliiiaat,  and  ordered 

lo  a  third  reading ieS7 

read  the  third  time,  and  rejected        '        •  1716 
Bunnell,  CaU,  a  bill  bom  tin  Senate  for  relief 

of,  raaU  twice,  and  reGnrad    .        -        ■  1638 

nportad  withont  emendmant,  md  oedered 

to  a  third  reading  ...        -        -  IBIIS 

Bnrch,  Benjamin,  appo^toienl  of,  aa  aarataM 

doorkeepar     ...... 

Bargharl,  Adolphua,  a  bill  far  reliaf  of  the  haira 

of,  reed  twice,  dbc         -        -        .'       -1860 
Btlmet,  Daniel,  Oibaon  Claik,aiidtherepraeant- 
atiiaa  of  Hubert  Bowall,  e  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  twice  read,  &c.    .... 

otdered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        •        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeaad     -        -        -  1463 
ratiiraed  from  the  Baeate  with  an  a: 

ment,  and  referred  ....  1656 

agiaament  re  ported  with  an  amendmeMt,aBd 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table        -  -  -  I67i 

amendmant  withdrawn,   and  the  Senate' 

amendment  coocnrred  in        -        ' 

Borr,  Samael,  a  biH  for  relief  o^  read  twice,  ftc  1447 

Bonial,  Jamei,  ad  ferae  report  on  the  palll 

-  '  ^- 616 


xM- 


the  report  laid  on  the  table    -        .        -    61S~ 
taken  ap,  and  a^in  conearred  in       .        .  189^. 
Burwell,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarkaof,  on  the  bfll 

eoncwning  the  public  building*      -        -     690 

on  hie  reioluUoD  catling  for  a  etatement  of 

the  expeneee  of  the  CommieeiODen  under 

the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  die        -        -        -    B88 

BoaioBR,  Mr.  Baaiett  iinbmitled  an  amendment 

to  the  itanding  rulea,  Ac.,  lalatin  lo  the 

order  of,  read  .....    TfS 

queetion  of  agrseineat  negatived 

on  lootian  of  Mr.  FitkiHj  a  joint  o< 

waa  appointed  to  report  on  the,  belbra  the 

IwoHoniei I66ft 

report  of  nid  committee  ordered  to  lia  Mt 

(he  Ubie 1674 

Bpngton,  Abraham,  an  advarea  raport  on  fta 

petition  of,  reeommitlad,  with  inatrnotMaa 

to  report  a  bill        -        -        -        .        -    619 

a  bill  for  the  reUef  of,  twice  read,  Ac.         -    H0 

ordered  to  a  third  reading ....  lui 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     ...  1400 


Cadeta,  «  bill  for  the  admiaaiOD  of;  into  the  Mil- 

itarj  Academy 1007 

Cape  Vinoeut,  a  bill  to  ealabliah  a  port  of  ea^ 

at,  reed  twioe,  du.    •    -        .        -        -  1671 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        -        -  1^9 
Captifta  and  impriaounent  ef  oertaia  pMeme,  a 

Meaee^a  from  the  Praaident  relative  to  like  1789 
Carr,  Thomaa,  and  otber«i  a  bill  for  the  bettafil 
of,  twice  read,  Aa.         ... 

laid  on  the  UbIe 1731 

Carroll,  Daniel,  a  letter  from,  on  the  aubjeet  of 

aaite  for  the  Ezecotiie  office!,  read        -  1460 
Carroll,  M^or  General  William,  and  Brigadier 
General  John  Coffee,  Mr.  Claiborne  anb- 
mittad  a  raaolutton,  reqaeating  the  Fraai- 
deot  to  pieaent  gold  medala  lo  each  ••'- 

reaolution  laid  on  the  table 
Cuter,  London,  a  bill  from  the  Benate  fitr  taliaf 
of  the  heira  of        -        -        -        ' 
read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  ameodmsnt,  and  refened 
to  the  Committee  of  Peoaiona  and  Roto- 
Intionary  Cjlaima    ... 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  co 


ted 


indefinitely  poatponsd        ... 
Carreia  and  Gildera  of  wood,  adveraa  report 

the  petition  of,  concurred  in    - 
CaTsliflr,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Petit,  a  bill  from 

the  Benate  to  confirm  a  certain  claim  of  1091 
read  twice,  and  referred    ■ 
reported,  without  amendment    - 
Caxe  and  Richaud,  the  petition  of,  read 
Certain  Crimea  against  the  United  Sutei,  e  bill 
ia  addition   to  the  act  to   puniah,  read 
twice,  &«. 
indeGnltelj  poatponed 

Tola  reoonudered,  on  motioD  of  Mr.  Clay, 
and  the  bill  amended  and  ordeiad  to  be 

ndered  to  a  third  reading  • 
Ibiid  time,  and  paaaad 


1066 


1400 


14S> 
14» 

148* 


returned  from  the  (Janata,  with  amaodmenta  I7II 
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CeiUin  erimm,  &c. — coatiDDed,  Pags. 

report  of  Ihe  CoiQiDitteB  of  Foreign  Bel>' 

tioni  on  tbow  ■meadmenti     -         •  -   1737 

junendiDflnti  of  the  Seoale  agreed  to  In  part, 

aoJ  dieagreed  to  in  psrt  '        -        -  176C 

a  bill  more  efiectaall;  to  poTide  for  Che  pun- 

ishment  of,  read  twice,  Ac  -  -  -  1012 
-Certain  Judgei  of  the  United  State*,  a  bill  from 

the  ^nata  to  increaae  the  coiapenntion 

o^  twice  read L6H7 

indefinitel;  poctponed  .  .  -  -  I69S 
CertiGcalaa  and  Indents,  Mr.  .Rbea  anbmitted  a 

reaotution  ooDceining  '  .  -  -  463 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Penaioni,  dU. 461 

■  bill  to  antboriie  the  pajment  of  certain, 

read  twice,  drc. 53S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ■  ■  ■  .  1401 
read  a  tiiird  time,  and  paaaed  -  -  -  1405 
tetnmed  from  the  Senate,  with  amenduenla  16&1 
read,  and  concurred  in  -  ...  1697 
Oarallai,  Don  Pedro,  correipondence  of,  with 

Mr.  Erving,  on  the  aubiect  of  Mr.  Heada'e 

inpriaonment  ...  -  -  1816 
Cbalmera,  John,  report  of  facta  relsli' 


see 


Champa,  Neibaniel,  and  othara,  Mr.  Harriaon 

preaentod  the  petition  of,  referred    •        •  1406 
Chaplaioa,  areeolution  from  the  Senate  ibi  the 

appointment  of  liM,  concurred  in   -        .     40G 
Oheuej,  Samnel,  and  Robert  Raaaay,  a  report 
tivm  the  8ecntBi7  of  the  NaT?  on  the  p«- 

titioB  of 1461 

Cheney,  Belej.    (Bee  Jdmton,  John.) 
Cheaapeake  Baj,  a  joint  resoInUon  directing  the 

completion  ofthe  aurre;  of,  read  twice    ■  1693 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -  •  1697 

retnmed  from  the  SenaU,  with  stnendmenti  1766 
'         read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        .  1767 
Cheaapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  Committee  on 
Roadi  and  Canale  wero  inetrticted  to  in- 
quire into  the  eipediencj  of  anihoriiing 
a  aabaenption  to  die  atock  ofthe    -        -' 
Chew,  BeTOrlj,  Collector  of  New  Orleana,  a  let- 
ter from,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaa- 
iT,  on  tbe  aubject  of  piratical  eatabliah- 

menta 1789 

CUIi,  Mt.  Bland'e  report  on  the  condition  of     -  3168 
Qtanifeeto  of  the  Government  to  the  peopli 

of 2222 

alatiatica  of 3330 

Chriitma*  Holiday,  Mr.  Spencer  offered  a  reso- 
Intion  for  lemporarj  adjournment  for  the, 
read  three  timei,  and  passed  -        -        - 
Ckoalt  Court  of  the  United  Stilee,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  to  extend  the  juriediclion  of. 
to  ceaea  noder  the  Patent  law,  read  twice  1381 
reported,  nitboat  ameoJmeDt    -        -        .  1383 
Circuit  and  Diatrict  Couita  of  tbe  United  State*, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Parri*,  the  Judiciary 
Comtniltee  were  inatructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  requiring  further  aecn- 
rity  fVom  the  clerka,  &c.  of  the      ■        -    737 
Cininlai,  from  tbe  Secreury  of  the  Treaaury     -  2338 
Clagett,  Mr.,  of  New  Uempahire,  epeech  of,  on 

the  case  of  Andeiaon      ....     738 
MI  Ihe  FogitiTe  Slave  bill  -        .       ■       .    B36 


Clagett,  Mr. — continaed.  Pa(«. 

remark!  of,  on  the  report  of  the  ConmHtee 

on  Internal  Iropro*ement        .         .         -  mi 
ipeech  of,  on  the  reaolution  relatiTe  to  the 
■erne     -----.         .  UK 
Claiborne,  Thomai,  of  TenneBaee,  appeared,  and 

wae  qualified,  &c.  -        .        -         .  .     3gS 

remarkaof,  on  his  reeolution  concerning  lite 

Judiciary -     411 

on  hia  proposition  to  add  the  natnei  of  Gen- 
eral* Carroll  and  Coffee  to  that  of  Colonel 
R.  M.  Jobnaon,  in  the  Senate's  resolntian 
to  present  a  sword  to  the  laltor  -  1661 

on  hia  reaolution  for  medal*  to  tbe  officer* 

named  above  -  -        -  1667,  I6SS 

■peech  of,  on  the  lupplementarj  Bank  bill  174^ 
1761 
Claima,  appmotment  of  the  standing  ctunmittse 

of 400 

report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  of  anow 
awarded  by  the  CommisiioDer  of,  under 
the  act  sulharixing  payment  for  property 

lost,  Ac. BSS 

Claims  to  land  in  Illinois,  a  bill  confirming  cm- 

tain^read  twice,  &c.       ....  1006 
Clammorgan,  Jacque.  (See  Winfer,  ffisAo,  and 

Clapp,  Stephen,  •dvett*  report  on  the  potitiM)  of  lOTt 

ClaA,  Gibaon.     (See  Bwnti,  Daaid.) 

Clark,  Aebael,  a  bill  from  Ihe  Sonata  Ar  rdkf  a( 

read  twice,  &e.      .....  143| 

read  the  third  time,  and  panad  .         .         -  ie87 
ClaxtOD,  Thomaa,  appMiitmcDt  of,  as  Doork*B|ia-    396 
Clay,  Henry,  election  and  addreas  of,  aa  Speaker    398 
speech  (^  on  hia  motion  to  ametid  a  nder^ 

ence  to  the  Committee  of  Foreiini  Kala- 

tuna     -        -' 401 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  abelish  internal 

dutie* ur 

on  the  Commutation  bill    ...         .461 
on  preeenling  a  new  bill  on  tbe  aama  avb- 

ject         .         - 469 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  several  speakna    473;  491 
remark*  o(  on  the  Compenaation  bill  •        .    97> 
on  the  power  of  the  Haaae  to  iasue  a  war- 
rant of  arreat  989 

addiets  of,   to   Colonel  John  Andetaan,  at 

tbe  bar  ofthe  Hddm  .  .  -  -  606 
remaAa  o(  on  the  Fugitive  Blare  bill  .  BS8 
on  tbe  billfbr  unUbrmsyslsmof  bantmptqr  1D16 
OB  the  report  of  the  Commitlae  on  Intcntu 

ImpiBvament  ....  1115,1117 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Meaara.  Barbour  and 

A.Smyth 1164 

inreply  to  aremarkof  Mr.  Baiiiour   -        -  II7V 
on  Ike  Constitutional  power  of  Congtea 

over  internal  improvement  ...  13S> 
ramarka  o^  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  Ihe  act 

to  paniih  certain  orimes,  Ac  -  .  1401 
apeeoa  of,  on  offering  an  amendaeot  to  lh« 

same 1406 

in  reply  to  Measra.  Fotajth  and   Lowndes  141^ 
1431 
in  reply  to  Meaara.  Smith  and  Tucker,  of 

Maryland ItM 

on  tbe   aanding  Commissioner*   U  Sonth 

America         ......  1496 

in  reply  to  Mr.  For^th,  on  Ihe  *uae  eabjeot  146T 
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Bmue  Prvceeding$  aad  Debain. 


Cl»y,  HenTj— continued, 
■pMch  of,  an  hii   proi 


Pace. 


Miniatxr  to  Buenoi  Ayru  ■  •  ■  1474 
ia  npl;  to  objeetioiu  to  hii  propocition  -  1606 
in  reply  to  Meun.  Fonylh  and  Smilb,  of 

MBryland 1843 

'  CleikBi  on  molioa  of  Mi.  Ingham,  a  commilles 
vu  appointed  to  inquire  what  allerationa 
are  necauarj  in  the  act  to  fix  tbe  com- 

Eniation  of  -        -        •        •        -        •    SIfi 
I  to  regulate  and  fix  tbe  compeniation 
of,  [ead  twice,  and  commilted        -        -  13S8 
reported,  and  ordeied  lo  a  third  reading      -  L76C 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  paned  •        .        -  1T69 
report  of  tbe  committee  appointed  to  inquire 

iab)  tbe  official  coodacl  of  tbe        -        -  1M9 
Mr.  U:  Nelaon  inreieDtad  the  pelitioa  of  the, 
in  the  BieculiTe  Department*,  referred  •  17S3 
Cliflbrd,  Tbomu,  and  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twica  read      ......     7TS 

ordered  to  a  third  nading  ....  1SS7 

i0sd  tba  third  time,  and  paned  •        -        .  IST3 
retoraed  from  the  Seoal*,  with  amendtnvnta  1744 
read,  and  concurred  in        ...        -  1700 
CoaaU  of  the  United  Statea,  a  biH  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  repeal  a  part  of  the  aot  fbr  aarray- 

ing  the 1001 

read  tnice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1696 

lead  Ibe  third  time,  and  pawed  -        -        .  1714 

Cobb,  Mr.,  of  Geotgia,  ipeach  of,  on  the  biU  rel- 

ati*a  to  the  militia  daimi  of  lud  Stale   . 

raaaiki  of,  on  the  bill  ooneaming  the  an- 

thentieatiDn  of  reoorda,  Ao.    -        .        . 

speech  of,  on  the  Compcnaatton  bill   - 

remark!  of,  on  the  eiamlnadod  of  Gdonol 

WaiMn 

on  the  Commutation  bill    -        -        •        •    808 

on  the  FngitiTe  Bla*e  bill  • 

■peach  of,  an  tbe  bill  coneaming  eipatrii 

tioa 1066 

on  the  mamorial  of  Viocente  Faiaa    - 
on  hia  reeolution  to  increaea  tbe  pay  of  mil- 
itia engaged  in  the  Seminole  war  -        -  1673 
Cole,  Uahilable,  a  bill  gnuitiag  the  land  therrin 

mentioned  to,  read  twice,  ^kc  -        -  1007 

Colonial  Trade,  report  in  relation  to  the    .        -    866 
Colaton,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarki  of, 

Commutation  ImII 480 

on  the  bill  coneaming  HerolnlioniTy 


0  the  official  Goadact  of 


4M 


OD  ^e  inqniiy 

clatki 

on  tbe  memorial  of  Tincente  Faioa 
on  tbe  ronUution  raapacting  internal  im- 
provement     -...-' 
on  a  reaolution  granting  raadaU  to  eeitai 
officera  ..--.. 
Columbian  luitilute,  Mr.  Herbert  presented 
petition  lo  incOrpoiata  the,  rofitrred 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  tmca,  Ac- 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding 
read  the  third  time,  and  pawed  - 
reLnrned  fiom  tbe  Senate  with  amendmenl 
and  concnrred  in    - 
Oolniabisa  tnenrance  Company,  a  hilJ  lo  Incc 
poratB  the,  read  twice     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed    - 
returned  from  the  Senate^  with  ameiidmentB    SfiO 
read,  and  concurred  u 


■  1S63 


-  1*78 


.  1777 


Page. 
Uanufactorei,  aii^intmeot  of 
the  standing  committee  of  -  -  -  400 
Committee  ofPrivileges,  Mr.  Forsyth  submitted 
a  molntion  to  appoint  a,  to  consist  of 
seven  members,  to  sit  immediately,  and 
report  a  mode  of  [voceedingin  the  case  of 

John  Anderson eSS 

agreed  to,  and  appointment  made       -        .    606 

report  of  the 607 

Commutation  of  HHitary  Bounty  Lands,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Comsiock,  the  Militarj  Com. 
mitlee  were  inslrneted  to  inquire  into  the 
expedipncy  of  making  profision  for  a      -    406 
a  bill  anihoriiing  the,  read  twice        •        -    409 
a  third  reading  negatiTed  ....    gi6 
Compensation,  a  bill  allowing,  to  raembera  of 

CoDgrees,  twice  read      •        -        .        .    MS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    579 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaged    -                 .    B8V 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment      710 

read,  and  concnrred  in      -        -        -        .     791 
Comsiock,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remark*  o(  on  the 

Commutation  bill  -        -        -        -        -    47S 
■peeeb  of,  ou  hi*  reaolution  to  pension  the 

wonnded  officers  of  the  late  army    -        -     687 
remark*  of,  on  lb*  Compensation  bill  -    078 

on  tbe  rBBoIotion  for  a  Committee  ot  Priri- 

I'gea  606 

on  the  motion  to  inquire  into  the  official 
conduct  of  clerks  -----  784 
Congress,  Mr.  Sergeant  submUlad  a  resolution 
for  tbe  adjournment  of^  on  the  —  day  of 
March,  which  was  laid  on  tlie  table  -  lOH 
on  molioQ  of  Hr.  Taylor,  a  joint  commiUee 
wai  appointed  to  fit  the  day  of  adjourn- 
ment of,  and  notice  thereof  cent  10  the 

Senate 10B7 

report  of  said  joint  committee,  with  a  reso- 
lution filing  the  18th  of  April,  twice  read  ItiS 
read  a  third  time        -        -        -        .        .  ngi 
and,  after  farther  dtscnnion,  passed    -        -  1183 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tsjior,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  eppointing  an  earlier  commencement 
of  tbe  neit  senion  of,  than  tbe  stated 

time t4B0 

■     a  bill  fixing  the  Ume  for  the  next  meeting 

of,  read  twice         -        -        ■        .        .  mm 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .  1864 
read  a  tbird  lime,  and  passed      .        -        .  1664 
rtturned,  with  amendment  -        -  1798 

eonenrred  in      .....        .  1739 

the  resolution  fixing  tbe  IStb  April  for  ad- 
journment or,  WBB  returned  tram  tbe  Sen- 
ate with  an  amendment,  substituting  the 
SOth  of  April,  and  sgreed  to  -        -  1649, 1770 
adjontninent  of,  to  the  third  Monday  in  No- 

'ember 178> 

CoiMtitation,  Mr.  HaiTisan  submitted  a  reeolu- 
tion to  amend  the  -----  8l| 
a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  of  tbe  seveial 
States  that  baTe  ratified  tbe  13th  article 
of  amendment  to  tbe  -  -  -  .  866 
Mr.  Lewis  submitted  a  propoeitioQ  to  amend 

the 1744 

CoiunlaoB  the  Baiterj  Coast,  a  bill  to  inereaae 

the  aliowaDce  to,  read  twice,  Stx.   -        -  160 
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ConUnpt  of  tht  H<km«,  Ut.  WilUaai,  of  North 
Carolinl,  mibiiutteil  a  ktter  he  bid  to- 
eoivtd  from  Colonel  Jtdm  Andcnoa,  of- 
fering bin  *  bribo fi80 

(Sac  Aiiderwn,  Colonel  John.) 
ContTMti  fcr  RatioDi,  in  Gsorgi*,  on  notJoD  of 
Mi.  EuDtingtoD,  the  SeeraUrr  of  Wii 
WM  directed  to  Wj  befora  Iha  Homo  ■ 

cop7DfaU,&c. 1007 

CoppM  Miae^  on  motioD  of  Hr.  Smith,  of  Ms- 

lyknd,  the  Commitue  an  Public  Lands 

weia  uutructad  to  inc^ira  into  tha  aipa- 

diencjr  of  making  (eaarrationi  of  all        -     Slfi 

Ooik  Cutten,  adTcne  report'on  petition  offte, 

of  N.  York  and  Ffailadel|>bu,  agned      -  16B7 
Cotton  and  Woollen  Fabriei,  Mt.  Rou  preaent- 
eit  [be  peCitioQ  ofsoodrj  manuIactureiBof, 
in  Rhode  Island,  piajing  en  courage  men  t 
&C.,  refetrad  -■•--.    44S 
lfi>  Shaw  preaented  a  limtlat  pttitiou  from 

HaaaacbuMlti 488 

Mt.  Maun  pieionted  a  aimitar  petition  ftoia 

(he  lame  State       -  •        ■        -    494 

Mr.  Storra  pceeented  a  limilir  petition  frooi 

New  York 494 

CMUthonae,  Jail,  &c,  in  Alexandria,  a  bill  to 

piovjile  for  the  erection  of,  twice  read    •     683 
aBMnded,  and  oideied  to  a  third  rea^g    -  1403 
road  a  third  time,  and  paeced    -        -        -  1406 
Cruil^,  Ddtaa,  and  Wbeaton,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sergeant  the  CJerk  was  directed  to  pro- 
onre,  for  the  nee  of  tho  Hoiue,  three  co- 
pMi  ea^  of  (he  reepectiTs  reporta  of      -     463 
Ciaaat,  Richard.     (See  Johnson,  John.) 
Ciaek  Indiana,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 

ftiandl?,  read  twiee        .        .        -        -     TOS 
TMd  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  -        .1 S7S 

Mttimad  from  the  Senate  with  anendmenti, 
■nd  eoaentred  in    •        -        •        •        -  1T77 
Creighton,  Captain  John  Orde,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jahnion,  of  VLrginli,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Naij  was  directed  to  furni^  a  copy  of  tho 
proceeding!  of  tbe  court  martial  ordeied 
at  the  initance  of  Midehipnun  MuBton  on  1036 
a  letter  from  the  Seeretat?  of  the  Navy  in 

obedience      --...-  1104 
capj  of  proceeding!  on  the  trial  of     -        •  3491 
Croweli,  John,  a  delegate  from  Alabatni,   ap- 
peared, wu  qualified,  &o.      -        .        -  1180 
Gtowninahield,  B.  W.,  SecreUrj  of  (he  Naij, 
correapondenca  ol,  with  Captain  SUmi 
and  Commodore  Henlej,  on  tbe  Bttlgaet 
of  the  piratical  Htabtiahmanli         -        •1809 
Cumberland  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait,  die 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Catnb  were 
inatructed  to  inquire  into  tha  alats  of  the    737 
report  of  nid  comniittee  on  (he  aut^ot  of 
the,  read        ......  ISCO 

recommiltad  to  the  aame,  with  two  new 
J  members        ...... 

a  bill  making  further  ^ipropriatiolia  for  the, 

read  twice,  &c 1389 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  rending IMO 

read  a  third  time,  and  pissed     ...  1664 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Secrelaij  of 
the  Treasury  was  lequeated  la  report  cai- 
in  relattou  to  the   •       •  1784 


Cnmbarlind  Soad— continoed.  hgt. 

letter  &om  the  Hecretat;  of  lh«  Tieaaarjm 
reply \M 

Carrituck  Sonnd,  on  motion  of  M^.  Sawyer,  (he 
Committee  of  CommercB  and  Manabc 
lures  were  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  Btahing  the  channel  of      .   UK 

Cn*hmin,  Mr.,  of  New  Tork,  remarks  of,  on  the 

Commutation  bill  -         ~         -         -        -    Iff 
speech  of,  on  the  Internal  Iilipro*ement  res- 
olntion  ...  -        -       .  lis 

Otutom-Honses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Silsbee,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Vanofie- 
tnres  were  instructed  to  inquire  conceal- 
ing die -       .    « 


Dabney,  John  B.,  a  bill  ibf  relief  of,  twies  lead   a> 
Oldered  to  a  third  reading  .         -        .  1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  piiwei  .        .       -  ITU 
Ihily,  John,  and  Samuel  ThoniMaii,  t  kill  Ar 

icliaf  of,  twice  read  ...  ItSI 

the  third  reading  oegatiied         -        -      -  1697 
Dana,  Edmund,  an  advarae  npoit  on  (bapsli. 

turn  of,  coDcnrmd  in       -         .        .       .   &U 
Daniel,  William,  a  bill  confirming  tiie  cbim  (4 

read  twice  -        .  -       -    (M 

read  a  (bird  tii&e,  SAd  pasaed      ...  14K 

Darien,  Ctoeipa,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FeTsyth,  the 


•Dd  1 


Damall,  John,  a  biU  for  r^ief  of,  road  twic*      -  iiO 

DftTis,  Haonah,  a  report  of  faota  in  (ha  case  (^ 

referred  (o  the  Committaeof  Ck»»       -  UH 

Daw,  Henty,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice        -  1331 

Deane,  Franklin,  awl  Anhnr  Lee,  ••  motini  ef 
Mr.  McLane,  a  comnittee  was  ipfMntod 
to  request  of  the  Pr«sidaat  ce^  of  Ihe 
MirOFal  letters  at,  addraased,  in  I7T7,  to 
the  CofluniUee  of  Forngn  Relations  -  B8) 
a  Heawga  ftom  the  Pimident,  with  tbe  let- 
ters asked  fa ^ 

tbe  Mese^e  and  oMrespoadeaea  reAned  (a 
the  commitlee  on  the  cdaim  of  Beauau<- 

chais'i  hairs -  '™ 

cities  of  the  aaid  eorraspendMice  *  "" 

D«eeased  Fenoionen,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WU- 
mau,  (ha  Commitlee  on  Pensiou,  ^^ 
were  ine(ioc(ed  to  inquire  into  ih*  expe- 
diency of  enntinuiog  to  the  widtnri  anJ 
obildien  (he  peoainsi  of         .        .      -   »* 

Deed  of  Conveyance  (o  tha  United  Ststss,  M 
motion  ef  Mr.  Ingban,  the  ComnuM'^* 
of  Public  Bnildiogi  was  directed  torepoit 
to  the  House  a  copy  of  tha  originili  "^ 
loU  in  Waihingtoa  -  .  -  -  »' 
>  letter  from  the  Commimloner,  with  »  e^  ,., 
oflhe -   "' 

Defence  of  New  York,  Mr.  Irriag  preaented  the 
petition  of  the  Mayor,  &cl,  of  the  city  «I 
New  York,  praying  that  proTUnoB  may  ke 
made  for  the  aditutmant  of  their  claiw 
in  relation  to  the,  reArred       .        -       '     „ 

DeltfieU,  John,  ■  bill  for  rstief  of,  read  twice    ■  wl 
I  Delaware  and  Cbeeapeake  Canal  f^mpaayi  > 
UU  aathariiinK  snbscnption  to  lbs  •ioel< 
I  of  tbe,  read  twice,  *c.  -        -        -       "  '*•* 
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Baaae  Pnttediiiga  and  Dthattt. 


In 


P.B.. 

Deputy  fMtMMten,  ■  bill  to  iacnwa  Uw  whb- 

paaulioA  of.  in  owtua  cim»,  icad  twice  17!t3 
road  Ike  ^iid  tine,  end  pwMd  -  1TS8 

DeqnmdaD,  Louii  and  Aauine,  ■  bill  froD  Iba 

Sanate  ba  Telief  of,  twice  read,  &e.        -  IS4B 
reported  wilhoat  ameodmcDt,  and  commit- 
ted          17» 

Detertioa  of  Foreign  Seacaeii,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitman,  die  Committee  of  Cotaiseree 
and  ManDfacluiei  were  inatincled  to  in- 
qnire  into  the  elpedieney  of  meking  lome 
proTition  on  the  •ubject  of     -        -        -    418 
D^ka,  Mr.,  remark!  of,  on  the  Commutation  bill     4S9 
ipeech  of,  on  tba  Compenution  bill  -     G6S,  S88 
on  the  caie  of  Colonel  Anderaon        -        -    SCS 
on  Ibe  bill  to  redace  the  itaffof  the  aimj  -  1688 
Deiha,  Major  Qenerai  Jouph,  a  resolution  >ub- 

mitted  lo  preeant  a  medal  M  -        -        -  1667 

teaolntisn  lud  on  the  table        -        ■        -  1871 

Dewece,  Sarah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twka     -      70 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -  -         .  16S7 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  -  •  I6TB 

Dillon,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  o^raad  twiM         -    870 

oidared  to  a  third  readiof  ....  171C 

read  the  third  time,  and  piaaad  ...  1718 

Direct  Taxei  and  Internal  Dntiei,  a  bill  anpple- 

mental  to  die  maral  acta  relative  t<i,raad 

twice 1108 

ordered  lo  ■  thiri  (eadiag  .        .        .        ,  1765 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  -        -        ■  I76B 
Diacriminating  Dutici,  a  Meeaaga  from  tba  Praa 

ident  on  the  aulyect  of  . 
Diicipline  of  the  Navy,  report  of  the  Na*al  Cam- 

mittee  on  the  lubject  of  the    •        .        .  ISM 

the  report  agreed  to,  andthe  ooouniltM di»- 

cbarged  therefrom  .        -        .        -        .  16S1 

Dktrict  of  Columbia,  appointmaot  of  the  (It 

ing  committee  on  the 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  la  incnaae  the  ■ 

rica  of  the  judgea  of  the  oircoit  coon 

the,  read  tmea,  and  referred    -        .        -  IflM 

reported,  without  amendment    . 

read  the  third  tine,  andpaMad  -        -        •  1778 

report  of  tbe  Secreiar;  of  the  Treaaaiy  en 

the  condition  of  the  banka  of  the    .        .  IIBI 

Dietrict  Courta  of  the  Unitad  Statai,  on  mBtisn 

of  Mr.  Tjler,  the  Jodieiaij  Comimittae 

were  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 

dieni?  of  eaawQg  offices  to  be  etecled  fci 

the  aafekeepiBg  of  recocda,  Ac,  of  the    - 

report  of  said  committee  thereon 

a  bill  conceiniog  the,  within  the  State  of 

New  York,  read  twice  .  .  ■  .1108 
i»d*ied  to  a  third  reading  •  -  .  .  1186 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  •  -  1134 
ratumed  from  the  Senate  with  am endnv 

read,  and  teiMred  ■        ■        .        -    ,    -  1469 
Bgreemeikt  reported,  asd  oonearred  in        .  1M7 
Doi^etof  Billa,  Haaolationa,  dto^  Mr.  Pindall 
efisred  a  teaelution  for  priotiag  a,  for  each 
week,  tor  the  nea  of  menben 
considered,  and  disagreed  to       •        -        .    SCO 
Documanta,  a  joint  resolulioo  authorizing  the 
tnnaportalion  of  certain,  free  of  poalage, 
read  three  timet,  and  passed  ■        .        •  1429 
Domaalic  Btate  Papers,  a  bill  anthoriang  aoh. 
wriBtion  I*  Jonathan  SiUot's  edition  o^ 
'     read  twice 17<4 


P«g» 
Baogbertj,  Thnaas,  aleelMin  of,  as  CieiL  vi  lb* 

Honee 89B 

ithet,  aamaal,  Mr.  Blount  preaented  ^  pe- 
tition at,  lajerred 840 

Drawback  on  Harchandiae  tranipoTted  bf  laad, 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  allow  the  beoefil 

of,  from  Bristol  to  BoBti>n,dLC.,  read  twioB, 

and  rsAirred  ....--    MS 

reported  wttbovt  amendment,  and  oidMed 

to  a  third  ret'ling  -        .        -        -    790 

read  a  tliird  time,  and  paesed     -        -        .    816 
Dann.  Thiunaa,  appointment  of,  sa  Sergeant.at- 

ikrai* a>8 


Earle,  Eliaa,  of  South  CsjoUna,  sj^ieared,  wsa 
qualified,  &c.         ..... 

special  report  of  the  Conmittee  of  Elections, 
In  the  CBM  of         ,        -        .        .         . 

report  of  (he  Committee  on  Expenditnrei 
m  the  War  Depsrimant,  on  con'      '  ~~'''' 

is  confirmed  in  hu  right  to  a  seat 


with    8M 


meat,  Charles,  o 

name  of,  wi 

panaioner* 

Earwood,  Joel,  on 

Committee 


of  Mr.  Clay,  the 
added  to  the  tidt  of  invalid 

1763 

lotion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the 
n  Public  Lands  were  in. 
Btructed  lo  inquire  into  the  claim  of  -  400 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  ...  47ft 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  -  .  006 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  SIS 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  GTV 
concurred  in,  with  an  amendment       .  .     600 

Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Companj,  a  bill  to  in. 

eorpoiata  the,  read  twice,  dec        .        .  lOH 
Mr.  Herbert  presented  a  petition  of  said 
campaoj,  praying  that  parmiiaiou  maj 
not  be  granted  to  bnild  another  bridge 
orer  the  Eastern  Branch,  referred  -        -  1380 
Eaton,  Elizabeth,  Mr.  Williams  of  Coanecticot 

preaented  the  petition  oC  referred    . 
EdWBTM,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolini,  remarks  of,  oi 
a  motion  respecting  the  Pieatrslity  act    ' 
on  his  motian  to  aik  certain  intbrmation  of 

the  President 
on  the  motion  to  inquire  into  the  < 
condnet  of  clerks    .... 


n  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  i 


the  act  anthorizing  the  Slate  of  Tep. 

nesaee  to  isans  grants,  &c.     . 

Edwarda,  Willbm,  and  John  Q.  Stnbbi,  i 

ftou  tba  Senate  for  relief  of  - 

reed  twice,  Ao.         .       .       -       . 

oriered  lo  a  lliird  reading  -        .        . 

Elections,  appointMiaMt  of  tlie  standing  commit' 

taerf 

Elliot,  Jonathan,  r^vt  of  the  Seeielar;  of  Stale 

on  tiie  petition  of,  laid  oo  the  table 

rafarred  to  a  seteat  committee    - 

Batigianta,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ksniaokj,  preaei 

•d  Uie  petition  of  certain,  inra  Switi 

land,  rebrred  .... 

an  adTarse  report  thereon  concurred  in 

Mr.  Tajlor,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Baldwin,  *f 

P«nnaT^*o>a>  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maijr. 
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BoMt  Procttdingt  and  O^aUi. 


EKigranU — continuad.  P*ge. 

an  DDfa*orable  report  on  the  wltole    -        -  1018 
diecqieriS,  end  coDcurred  in        -        -        -  1063 
Emolamenta  if  Collectiva,  •  report  or  the  Bec- 

retary  of  the  Treunr?  relative  to  the      -  1074 
Erie,  a  bill  to  ebanse  the  oaine  of  thediitricto^ 

read  twice -    703 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied     •        -        .  IBM 
Xbnast,    Frederick,  and  Frederick  Wiliiamsoii, 
raport  of  ths  Seeretar;  el  the  Mbtj  «n 

the  pelitioD  of 1381 

Errin,  Jamea,  of  Soath  CaroUna,  appeared,  waa 

qnalifled,  Ac n9 

■peecji  of,  OD  caie  of  contempt  of  the  Hooae       MS 
on  the  billtbrreliefofGen.  Arthur  St.  Clair    M3 
Eniag,  G.  W.,  eormpon denes  of,  with  Don  Pe- 
dro CeTalloi,  on  the  lubjeet  ofMr.  Meade'a 
impriaonment         -        -        .        .        .  igi4 
Eaaar;,]onnlbaa  D.,snd  John  BejbDld.read  twice  1713 
ordered  lo  a  third  leading  -         -         -         .  1733 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -        .  1734 
£*timatea  of  Revenue  and  Expenditurea    -        -  SSSl 
tiTaDB,  Daniel,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  concurred  in     -        -        -        -        •    447 
Exchange  of   Landi  with  the   Choctaw    and 
Chickaiaw  Tribei,  Mr.  Poindeiter  ofier- 
cd  a  naoEution  on  (he  aubject  of  an         -    614 
beiog  amendeil,  to  include  the  Creek)  and 
Cherokee!,  it  wa«  agreed  tOi  end  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands         -    614 
Executive  Departments,  a  bill  to  piovido   lot 
erecting  additional  buildings  for  the  ai> 
commodatiou  of  the,  read  twice      -        •    BIB 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading         ...  10B1 
read  the  third  lime,  and  pasied  -        -  169S 

Elpatiialion,  Hr.  Robertson,  of  Looiaiana,  aub- 
mitted  a  lesolntjon  for  a  commitlca  to 
inquire  into  Iha  eipediencir  of  providing 
hjlsvr  lor  tbeeierdaeoftharight  of      -    448 
sifreed  to,  and  a  cammittee  appointed        ■    460 
a  bill  providing  the  manner,  dee.         -        -    466 
a  motion  to  strike  out  the  flnt  aeetioo  of  lh« 

hilt  debated 10S4 

after  considerable  debate  the  motion  prevailed  1070 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  introduced  a  tub- 
atitale  for  the  remaining  aectioni  of  the 
bill,  which  was  read  and  negatived         ■  1076 
Hr.  Robertson  oflered  a  subttjtate     -        •  1093 
the  iubatitote  was  diacaased       -        -        -1104 
and  finally  adopted   -        -        -        -        .  HOB 
aflei  twice  reading,  the  third  reading  nega- 
tived       1107 

Ezpenditnres  in   Ihs  several  Departmenta,  ap. 

pointment  of  the  standing  oommitlaea  on    400 
Eztenaion  of  Credit,  on  certain  duties,  on  mo- 
lion   of  Mr.   Pitkin   the   Committee  of 
Wajs  and  Meana  were  inatrneUd  lo  in- 
quire into  the  eipedienCT  of  an      •         -     870 
on  public  lands,  Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  a 

resolution  on  the  labject  of    -        -        -  1113 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  -  -  IllS 

Eitenrion  of  Pensions,  a   committae  waa  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill  eoaceming  the, 

lo  widow*,  dec BM 

(See  Widoun  md  OrpAoiu.) 
Bitingniihnieni  of  Indian  titles,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  T.  M.  Nelson,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inqaira  concetaing  the,         -    487 


Extra  Sarviosa,  m  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Nelson,  lU 
Committee  of  Aeoouuta  wer«  aDlhorini 
to  make  the  ssna  allowaooe  Tor,  to  tbt 
perions  serving  in  the  Homie  as  at  ls« 

T. 

Fairbanks,  Jason.     ^Snt  Key,  Purity.) 

Parish,  Thomas  B.,  a   bill   for   relief  of,  n»i 

twice,  Ac. Ill 

Feea,  Mr.  Hapkinson   submitted   a   resotntiM 

concerning  a  bill  of        -         -        •       ■   Til 
agreed  to,  and   refeired    to  the  Jadiciarj 
Committeo    -        -         -         -        -       -   711 

on  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  said  comoiilke 

were  instmcted  copcemiDg  certain        •   7)1 
report  thereon  read,  &c     -         ...  179 

Fields,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pMitlMl 

of,  concorred  in      -         -         -        .      ■   811 

Finances,  annual  report  of  the  atate  of  lie^  hiij 

an  the  table «t 

detailed  report  of  the         -         ...  MIT 

Firearma,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Wu  csa- 

ceming  contracts  for  the  auppljof      ■  9Jt 

File  Insnraoce  Company  of  Waahingtou,  iM 
from  the  Senate  to  incorponte  the,  nad 

twice im 

reported  withont  amendment,  and  cnleitii 
to  a  third  reading ItH 

Fiaher,  Eliaha  &  Co.  fSee  Clffard,  Tteinai 
and  John,  andolMrt.) 

Fishing  Vesaels,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  concern- 
ing the  bonnt;  to,  read  twice,  and  referred  ISH 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -        ■       -  IM 

Flag,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wendover,  a  commiHae 
WBi  appointed  to  inquire  into  Ihs  upe- 
diency   of  altering  the,  of  the  United 

Btates Ml 

a  bill  to  alter  the,  read  twice,  tu.      •       -    M 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading         -  -  HO 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased    -  -  IM 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  was  qnali- 

fled,A^c W 

speech  of,  on  the  propontion  relating  to  ths 
Spanish  American  provinces  -       -       ■  '^ 

Pod,  Nathan,  a  report  of  fiicts  in  the  case  •£ 

referred -  IM 

Forrign  Afiairs,  appointnteni  of  «  ttUetctv- 

mittee  on      -  .       .      -   1D4 

Foreign  Ctuns,  on  motioB  of  Mr.  Haediitleni 
the  Conunittee (rf  Waya  and  Meutwu* 
inatrncted  lo  eiatnina  the  act  regalsliBg 
ths  currency  of     -  .       .      -   IM 

Foreign  Merchandise,  Mr.  Wendovn  preMeUd 
the  [lelition  of  nerchanla  of  Hew  Yat 
praying  a  dn^  on  salei  of,   at  auetioe, 

rafsrrad W 

a  bi^  relating  to  datiea  on,  read  twice,  Ac  HO 

Fneign  Seamen,  deserting,  &&,  a  bill  lo  antbo- 

lice  the  apprehension  of,  rend  twice,  Ac  llK 

Foreign  Wines  and  Liqaors,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lowndes,  the  Committee  of  Ways  ind 
Means  were  iaslradsd  to  inqnire  iota 
the  expedient?  of  making  proridop  kr 
allowing,  lo  be  deposited  in  the  poblic 
atorea,  Ac.  •  ■  .  .  .  -  M' 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  depoaito  o^  in  the 
public  warehonsea,  reed  twice,  and  re- 
Airred    ...        -  .       -  I* 
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foieign  Wiaai — coatiDqad. 
f>rd«r«d  to  •  third  raading 
read  k  third  tims,  and  puwd    - 
>         TBtanied  from    the   B«n>le  wilh    ameail- 

niMita,  mnd  ooacnirad  in        -        - 
Porfoited  Landa,  ■  bill  fraai   thm  Benata  to  ini 
pead  the  aala  of,  read  twice,  and  mCarred 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
Forraat,  Joaepb,  a  report  trom  the  SecrBtvy  of 
State  on  the  petition  of,  referred    ■ 
the  CommiUee  of  ClaiiD*  made  an  ai 
rapoK  thereon,  agreed  to 
Varejtb,  Mr.,retBaikaof,  on  the  motion  reepeot- 
inc  the  Spanieh  American  ptoTincee 
'  on  the  retoiution  coneeninK  Amelia  Iiland 
on  hie   motion  relaiiTe  to  lepieaantatire 

qnaUGcatioDi  .... 

■pe^ch  of,  on  the  Commutatian  bill    - 
remarha  o(  on  the  motion  teapectiag  uen- 

trsl  relatione S20,  GSI 

on  the  warrant  of  aiieet  in  the  oaee  of  An- 


"^"H"!" 


^ipout  I 


n  reply  to  Mr.  Livermore  - 
on  the  Teedntiona  of  Hr.  Spencer 
on  Ibeletterefiom  Andereonlo  the  Speaker 
ramarka  of,  on  Mt.  Rhea's  amendmeuli  to 

Mr.  Spencer'i  rejolutione 
on  the  reiolution  reipectins  naval  diicipUn 
on,raiolnlion  tanching  the  office  of  claima 
on  lubmitting  a  leeond  call  for  infarmation 

on  the  BtiU  of  negotlatiODi  with  Bpain 
on  the  militia  elaim  of  Georgia  • 
on  the  reeolntioD  lai  adjonniiu«ut 
on  the  bill  eonceming  the  dielrict  court* 

New  York 

n  bj,  not  to  receive  the  Faioa  memo- 


rial 


1251 


notion  to  laj  hie 

a  the  Uble 1S6S,  1266 

.    n  the  bill  (o  aabeCTibe  for  the 
Delaware  and  Cheiapaaka  Canal    -        -  I3S7 
on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  ponieh 

certain  crimae,  &c         -        •        ■■  1403, 1404 
speech  of,  in  replj'  to  Mr.  Claj,  on  hie  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  eaid  bill      '        •        -  1408 
in  repi;  to  Mr.  Cla;  again         -        .        .  1118 
on  ttra  appropriation  for  CommisaionerB  to 

Sonth  Amarica 1406 

on  Mr.  Claf 'a  amendment  to  the  aima  -  1600 
in  replj  to  Mr.  Tncker,  and  othera  -  -  1634 
on  Mr.  Trimble's  subatitule,  for  the  reeolu- 

tion  reported  in  the  case  ofMr.  Meada    -  1T12 
on  the  Senate  bill  concerning  navigation     -  1717 
on  the  sapplemental  Bank  bUI  .        .  1747, 176S 
OD  the  bill  to  divide  Pennajlvania      -        •  1778 
Foater,  William  B.    (See  BirdtaU,  Ba^amin.) 
,  Foorteentfa  Coagreie,  Mr.  Whitman  submitted  e 
joint  reeolution  that  ^e  thir^  copies  of 
Iha  acta  passed  at  the  first  and  second  aes- 
nons  of  the,  now  in  the  office  of  the  8^ 
teUi7  of  Stata.be  depoeitadinthaClerk'e 
office  of  the  Honie  for  the  nee  of  mam- 
bere,  reed  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  Uiird 

readinK 684 

a  reaotutioQ  fton  the  Senate,  directing  Um 
dialribotion  of  the  lawa  of  the,  among  the 
membete  of  the  fifteenth  Congreai^  iMd 
Iwioe,  and  rafarrad        ....  isgi 


Faniteenlh  Congree 


lad. 


and  ordered 


Pti. 


Tsportad  with  ai 

to  a  third  reading  .....  140B 

read  a  third  tio»,  and  passed     •        .        -  1431 
Franking  Pririlaga,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbosr, 
the  Committee  on  Poet  Offices  and  Post 
Soada  ware  inelmctsd  to  inqoire  into  the 
•zpediane;  ot  eltending  the,  to  the  Ad- 
jalant  General  of  the  reroective  States,  ha.    77S 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lktle,  Uia  aams  were  in- 
stractadin  relation  to  the  Seeretarj  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Honae  of  Rapre- 
sentativea       ......  i4G9 

a  bill  t«  that  eflect  read  twice,  dec      -        -  1714 
Frauds  by  Pnrchoien  of  Public  Lands,  im  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Committee  on  PnbUc  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  proviaion  to  pnwettt  ...    448 
report  that  no  ftrtbar  ptovivMi  ie  neceeeary    B80 
X   ""-  (See  .Knaey,  Jtiom.) 

'     ofMr.Findall,  aoom- 

0  the 

eipedicDcy  of  making  Airtti«T  ptoviaian 

on  the  anbject  of 4M 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  recovery  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...  618 
ruorled,  with  amendments  ...  B9S 
ordered  to  a  tbiidreadiog  ....  S3I 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad  ...  844 
relumed  from  the  Senate,  wilh  amendment*  1339 
read,  end  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  .  189S 
Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusatta,  appealed,  and 

was  qualified  .....    US 

Fonda  in  the  Diitricl  Court  of  New  York,  rapojt 

>  of  (be  Judiciary  Committta  on  the  •        .  IIM 
(Sea  Dulriet  CourU  in  Neta  YorA.) 

G. 

Galloo  laland,  a  bill  for  erecting  a  light-bouaa 

upon,  read  twice    ....        -  16S6 

Gardiner,  John,  a  tetter  from,  with  a  m^  of  the 

bonnty  lands  in  lUinoia         ...    400 

Oanera]  Armstrong,  private  armed  Brig,  a  biU 
authoriiing  a  sum  of  money  to  be  dietrib- 
uted  among  the  officers  and  crew  of  the, 
twice  read,  dec 1104 

General  Courta  Martial,  ■  r(f«lt  &x<m  the  Soera- 

taiy  of  War,  of  the  aipenaaa  of      -         -  16S3 

Oanaral  Poet  Offica,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison, 
the  CommiUee  on  Poel  Officee,  dec.,  war* 
instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency 
of  establishing  a  branch  of  the,  in  one  m 
the  Western  Butes  - 

unfavorable  report  thereon 

Geleton,  David,  Hr.  Lowndee  preeented  Iha  pe- 
tition oC,  for  biroaelf  and  Pelar  A.  Scbonck, 

referred 1S80 

report  thereon,  read,  and  ordered  tolieoi 


Georgia,  on  notion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  a  committee 
visa  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  clainiB 
of;  for  militia  services,  &c.       ... 

a  bill  lor  the  payment  of  certain  militia  claime 
of,  read  twice,  &c  .        .        . 

third  reading  rejected        ... 

oo  motion  of  Mr.  Tenill,  the  Committfi 
Conuneroe   and  Munnbctarea  were 
stnicied  t»  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
aaaentiogio  an  act  of  the  Stats  of 


li« 
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fix 


9  Pneeadiuta  and  DtbatM. 


to  li*  on  (he  tabic  -        .        -        ■ 
a  bilJ  mihoriziDg  tbs  ippointiiMiit  of  an  ad- 
ditional judge  for  tbo  dulrietof|rBadtiiice 
tho  thitd  reading  aegallTDd 
int,  a  mewage,  with  a  dectHOD  of  Iha  qai 


Oh< 


der  the  Treaty  of  - 
Mr.  Cleibonie  ■ubmitted  a  renlotion  of  ii 

qtiby  caacetnJDg  the  eipeniea  nnder 

Eaitaio  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
amencted,  and  igreed  to    - 
a  meaaage,  with  ■  report  of  the  SeerMery  of 

Stale  in  reply        .... 
referred  to  a  (elect  conUDtttai    - 
a  tapMt  thareon  rafiirred  to  ■  Coinniittee  of 

the  Whole    •        -        .        .        . 
who  adopt  a  rteolatioa,  reqneating  the  Fraa- 

idanl  to  anangB  with  the  Britid)  Qtinm- 

meat  Iha  mode  of  deajgnatiiig  tha  booDd- 

eetlmale  of  expendltarea  under  tiio  Mh 
Iwla  of  the  Trea^  of      - 
ffilei,  AqniJla,  a  bill  ttom  tho  Beaate  fbr  the 

liefrd' 

read  twiu,  and  referred     ... 
flist.  Captain  Henry.     (See  JbAfuon,  Ci^taSa 

BenfatJiia.') 
Ooddard,  mmuel,  and  otbera,  a  bill  Ibr  reUef  of, 

Oold  aod  SilTar  Minea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Htens, 
the  Commitleo  on  Public  Landi  w< 
■traeted  coDceming  the  reierTation  of,  in 


680 


Goodwyn,  Peleraon,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  end 
waa  qualified  ... 

Mr.'  Newton  annoonced  the  death  of 

the  amal  rculutiDD  on  the  aubject 
GoTemtnent,  a  bill  making  appropriatioDa  fbr 
iu]^rt  of,  read  twice,  &c. 

debate  on  the  item  ooncerning  Comminioii' 

era  to  South  AmeiicB      ...         -  1464 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        ■        .  issfi 

tnd  a  third  time,  and  peaaed    -        '        -  166S 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameedmenta, 
and  agreed  to 1677 

a  bill  anpplementaty  to  the  aeieral  acta  mak- 
ing eppropriatioii  Ibr  the  lapporl  of^  fiir 
die  year  18 18,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 1766 

read  the  thfa-d  time,  and  paaaed  ■  -  -  1769 
QoTemora  of  Blales  and  Teriitoriea,  on  motion 
of  Mi.  Huntington,  the  Committee  on 
Poit  Officea,  dec,  were  inatiucted  to  In- 
quire into  the  (apediency  of  authoriiinj, 
to  receiie  and  tranimit  official  eommnni- 
cations  [lee  ofpoatage    ■        -        .        .    S30 

adterae  report  concurred  tn        ...  1714 
Oraeff,  Mary,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
of,  nil  reconudered,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole        .        .        .    77S 

report  rereraed,  and  bill  ordered        -        -  168! 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice       -         -         -  1667 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        ■        .        .  161)7 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasied         -        -  1714 
Graham,  Joba,  report  of,  to  the  Secretary  of 

Slate,  on  the  condition  ofSonthAmeric*  2B87 


Oner,  Jacob,  an  •dToiaa  rapart  oa  tha 


GiiSn,  Thomaa.    (See  Armttrang,  (faural.y 

Qriffith,  Camilllia,  the  MililMy  ComBiiUca  w«c 
diaobatged  from  coDuderiog  tba  palititi 
of -         -  i™ 

Qntiiuk  in  tbe  Ciij  of  Waahingtoo.  %  bOl  ax- 
planatoty  of  the  act  aathorisiiig  tha  m1> 
of  certain,  read  twice,  dec      -         -         .OK 

Gnoboati  Noa.  149  and  164,  a  bUl  mbartrinc 
payment  of  a  aou  of  monaytalheoSccn 
and  eiewa  o^  read  twioa,  &&        -         .  1411 

H. 
Half-pay  Penmana,  a  bill  eonewDiBgr>  toad  twice, 

and  referred  ......    gn 

reported  without  amaadnimt     •         -    .   .     sit 
Hall,  Major  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senala  fcr  re- 
lief of   -         .  271S 

read  twice,  and  refcrred    .        •        .         .  mg 
reported  without  amendment    -        ■        .  1737 
read  a  third  lime,  and  psaaed    ...  1777 
Hdl,  Willard,  of  DelKwaie,  appeared,  and  wm 

qualified W9 

Hammond,  C,  a  peljflan  of,  conteating  tbe  eho' 

tion  of  bmifcl  HerTiik,  tebrred    -         -    417 
report  of  the  Committee  of  ElediaiiB        -     Ml 
the  memorial  of,  ptBaehted  befiira  (he  com- 
mittee  ......         _    gjg 

Htttaeatic  OilicB,  the  Preadenfa  pradamation 
annonncing  die  rapeal  of  daliea  with  i»- 
apecttothe   - 


Haipei,  Samuel  G.,abill  Ibr r^efol^read  twice  1' 
Hairiton,  Mr.,  ipeedt  of,  on  the  reeofatioii  con- 
cerning Amelia  I^nd   .        -        .         .4 
epeech  of,  on  hia  reaolntion  to  proride  lor 

aufierera  in  the  late  war       -        -         -4 
remarkB  of,  on  the  Commulslion  UU  -     A 

on  the  bill  ooncerning  Rercrintkniary  am- 

Tivora 4 

cm  the  Cinnpenaation  Inll   -        -      676,  K78, 6 
on  Colonel  Andeiaon'a  letter  to  Mr.  WU- 

on  hie  proportion  to  amend  the  Conitita- 


on  the  caae  of  Colonel  Andenon        •        •    661 
on  the  motion  to  inquire  into  the  cAdal 

condnci  of  eferk*    -     -•-        .        .       -     784 
apeech  0^  on  hia  motion  mpeduig  Enoa- 

remarka  of,  on  the  reaolntion  relative  to  na- 
val diiciplina  .....    got 

on  the  resolution  ibr  aiiloilnunent      -        -  IISI 
on  a  revolution  to  grant  medala  to  certain 
offleera-        ......  lees 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  resolodoa  m  Ihe  case  ot 

R.  W.  Meade 1701 

on  tho  anpplementary  Bank  bill       .         -  171} 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  QeuenI  Stark  -         -  17T» 
Hurison,  Jonas,  end  ctheia,  a  bDl  For  relief  of, 

read  twice  Ac. gu 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -         .         .   l7iS 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied         -        -  17|I 
Harrison,  Oeneial,  and  Gorernor  Shelby,  a  reso- 
lution from  the  Senate  granting  medala, 
Ac,  to,  read  three  timea,  and  paand        -   16U 
Haader,  F.  R.,  first  report  of,  to  the  Treasury 

Departmenl,  on  the  aarrey  of  the  coast  M4) 
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Himue  FrvaeUng*  and  ZMMto. 


'    Baalht  ioln,  Capuin  of  Marinai,  on  nacioit  of 

Mi.  iiAiuiia,  t>f  Viismia,  tk»  BmMu; 

I  of  the  Navj  wai  direeUd  to  mpvit ».  copy 

of  thi  procaading*  of  tba  coort  mutial  «• 

I  dmredon SOS 

a  Uttar  fion  tfaa  SacraUrf,  witk  Uia  copwa 

caUadfor 88S 

raAmd  to  the  NstsI  ComnittM        -        •  1D38 
nport  of  aaid  Mttmitlea    -        •        -        -  lOOl 
He>tb,  Nalhamal  P.    {8m  Sanur,  Dmaiet.) 
HencUda,  Mr.,  niMrkao^  on  inbmictiiig:  a  raa- 
olatioD  coDCon^g  the  Jaiaiaon  Ohio  Ca- 
nal Comptnf         -        -        -        -        -1113 
Henick,  Samnal,  a  letter  of,  to  the  ckMnnaa  of 

the  Coamiittee  of  Elegtloba  -        -        •    000 

the  TcpDTt  of  the  Comioittee  of  Electiona 

that  he  ii  entitled  to  hia  aeat,  agreed  to  1449 

Hemng,  Elbert,  abill  fw  lalief  ot,  teed  twito,  Ac    8H 

Bicka,  OU>eT  H-  aad  Lotkwsod  de  Foraat,  an 

advene  report  on  the  palitlon  of^  Ibr  t«- 

^b«ion  of  dstict,  coneDTred  in        •        •  1407 

Hiatoiy  of  Congiwa,  Mr.  Robartaon,  of  Looiai- 

■Ba,  pn»*ntad  a  pelidon  of  Galea  and 

BaatoDi  pn jing  aid  and  partnaageinlheir 

propoMd  publication  of  the,  refenad  to  a 

eeleot  oomtnittee 1981 

leport  of  Hid  conmittee,  witll  a  bill  anthoi- 

iaag  aobMription  to,  read  twice,  ftc       -  16fiO 

report  theieon  ordered  to  Le  on  the  table  1663 

bid  amended,  and  stdered  to  lis  on  the  table  ISSl 

Hitchcock,  Peter,  of  Ohio,  appeared,  and  waa 

qcalifiad 

Hogan,  Michael,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  reftmd     ■        .        - 

reported  with    an   lUendmeBt,   and  com- 

Holmes,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  teaolation  con- 
cerning Amelia  laland  •  •  •  . 
■peech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  internal  dntiea  437 
on  the  Conmntation  bill  -  -  481,471,483 
memorial  of,  an  behalf  of  Mr.  Herriek 
remarka  of,  on  the  CompenaatioD  bill 
ipeech  of,  on  the  cue  of  Cdonri  AndoTton  664 
remacka  of,  on  the  examination  of  Coloael 

Watron 

on  hia  rewilntton  to  tnqnire  Into  the  offldal 
condnet  of  clerka    .        .        -        -        - 
□n   the  Pngilive  Slave  bill        •        •     8S8,  838 
on  the  remiaeioa  of  dntiea  to  the  Monnment 
Church  at  Richmond      .        -        •        - 
■peech  of.  on  (he  Bankrupt  bill 
on   the  Spanieh  American  ProTincei        -  1679 
on  hia  mDlntion  farther  to  provide  for  anr- 
vivon  of  the  Revolution        .        -        - 
on  the  bill  from  Senate  conceniing  naviga- 
tion        1717 

Hooker,  Samael  F.,a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1408 
•  bill  from  the  Seoata  of  the  aame  tenor, 

read  twice,  dtc.  -----  1714 
reported  without  amendment  .  •  .  1764 
read  the  tfaiid  time,  and  piaaed  •  -  1776 
BopkinaoD,  Mr.,  f  sinarLB  of,  on  the  reaolution 
concerning  tbe  Judicial;  ... 
apeech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  internal  dntiea  43U 
on  the  claim  of  John  Tbompaon  for  in- 

blie 

660 


Hoftinaon,  Mr.— eontiBaed. 


n  the  motion  tat  a  Committee  of 


inka  of,  on  tlie  eaae  of  Anderaon  -  661 
oit  hia  leaolution  concerning  judicial  feea  711 
apeech  of,  on  Mr.  Spencer'i  reuriotlDii*  -  7SS 
remarha  of,  on  tlte  report  in  tlie  case  of  the 

Jtiehmond  Chareh  ....    834 

apeech  of;  on  the  Bankrupt  biH  -  -  8B8 
in  reply  to  ob|eetiona  ....  ggg 
reuMfka  of,  oa  &b  reaolution  eonceming 

internal  improvement  ...  iiss 
on  the  appropriation  tor  CommMonan  to 

South  America 1488 

on  a  reaolution  to  grant  medda  to  certain 

oSeeis 1670 

^eedi  of,  on  Mr.  Tumble*!  aabatilqta  for 
the  reaolntion  reputed  in  the  caM  of  R. 

W.  Meade -  1708 

remarke  of,  on  a  motion  to  reecind  the  rea^ 

otntiona  dtlng  the  day  of  adjournment  ITTO 
on  the  bill  to  ifivida  PennajlvanTa      -        -  1778 
Hoateller,  Jacob,  of  PennajNania,  a  certificate  of 

tile  election  of,  ■>  imemberof  the  Honae  1606 
Hour  of  Meeting,  Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  moved 

that  the,  be  !1  o'clock,  laid  on   the  table    680 
Honee  of  Hepreaentstlv«),  lial  of  membera  prea- 

ent  at  th«  opening  of  the        ...    3S7 
Howell,  Hubert.     (Sea  Burnet,  Datitel.) 
Hnghea,  Samuel,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  the  petition  of,  naa  refaired  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navjr      -        .        .    8S1 
Uutchiaon,  Thomaa,  and  partnara,  an  adverae 
report  on  the  petition  of,  read,  and  bob- 

curreil  in 1B69 

Hyden,  Daniel,  on  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Smyth,  the 
Committee  on   Panaiona,  dec,  were  in- 
■ttncted  to  inquire  into  the  eiped 
placing,  oil  the  liat  of  pAoaioneia 

I. 
Illinoia  Territory,  Mr.  P^>e  preecnled  (he  peti- 
tion of  ib«  Legialature  of,  praytny  that 
the  aaid  Territory  may  be  formed  into  a 
Slate  goveinment  .....    788 

a  tall  to  enable  the  people  of,  to  Ibrm  a  eon- 

alitntion,  &«.,  read  twice  .  -  ■  814 
amanded,  read  a  Uiird  time,  and  paaaed  -  107S 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeota  I7M 
...        .        .        .  17S8 


Importationa  of  Mercbandtait,  Ac,  annual  slate- 

menta  of,  from  the  Treaauty  Department  1739 

Imported  Gooda,  Warea,  &c.,  a  letter  &om  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  concerning  the 
collection  of  diitio*  on    -        -        ■        -     "^^ 

Imporled   Salt,  on   motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the 

Committee  of  Wnji  and  Meana  were  in- 

■tructed  to  inqoiro  into  the  expediency 

of  repealing  the  doly  on         -         -         -     418 

Mr.  Sllabeepreaented  a  petition  for  the  repeal 

of  the  duly  on,  referred  .        -        .        .    446 
report   of  the    Commiltee    of    Waja     and 
Mean*,  advene  to  ivpeal        -        •        •  1006 

Lnporta  and  Tonnage,  on  motion  of  Mi.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Mean*  were  initructed  lo  inquire 
what  atnendmenta  are  neceanry  in  the 
act  regulating  dntiea  on         -       -        -    43S 


DigilizcdbyCoO^le 


Ixiii 


Import!  uidToDi](((« — conlinqtd. 

■  bill  to  coDliDue  in  force  for  ■  limit* 
the  raarlh  pira^iph  of  tbo  flnt  « 
of  the  act  to  regulate  dtitiee  on 
tirice,  Ac      ..... 

ordered  to  e  third  nediay 

lead  a  third  time,  sad  peoed    . 

returned  front  the  Senelv  irith  artiendineDle, 
and  concurred  in    - 

a  MU  iQppleiDantal  to  the  act  to  regulate  Iha 
collection  of  dutiea  on,  read  twice,  A«.  - 

a  letter  from  the  Bscretar;  of  the  Tieaiury 


ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  %  thiid  time,  and  pweed 
Impriaonment  of  dtiiene  of  the  United  State*  bf 

Spain,  correapoDdwDoe  on  the  anbjeet  at  1951 
Inditn  Afikiri,  appomtmoDt  of  ■  eelect  oDmiait' 

tee  on 40B 

report  of  the  tame    .       -       .       .       .    mi 
lodiau  Agenta,  a  tnU  fiou  the  Senate 
the  manner  of  appointing,  Ac 
retd  twice,  and  referred 
repotted  without  amaadiDent     - 
ordered  lo  a  lliird  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     - 
Indian  Agento  and  Facton,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate filing  the  compeniatioi     ' 
read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  • 
reed  a  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Indian  Claima, «  bill  making  appropriation  to 


on  the  lopplemental  Bank  bill  . 

lalereel  on  Claimi,  diacnaaion  on  the  ant^act  of 

allowing        ...... 

Inletital  Dniiea,  dec.,  the  annual  itatement  ral- 

•  bill  to  aboliah,  twice  read,  and  referred 
report  of  the   Commiliae  of    Waji  and 


bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  a  Lhiid  time,  and  paaaed    . 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment* 
read  and  concurred  in        -        •        ' 
Internal  Improiement,  appointoieat  of  a 


406 


report  of  eaid  committee,  with  a  raaolntion 
debate  on  the  reeolnlion    - 

SDgraaa  reported,  with  leave  lo  ait  again 
bate  thereon  reaumed     1139,1186,  1368  1310 
1381 
reaolQ^an  that  Congre**  h«te  power  over, 

agreed  to       .--■--        .  1369 
report  orreiotulioD*  b;  the  commitlee  m  the 

Freiideut'*  Menage  relating  l«      .        -  1M9 
reeolutiona  concurred  in    ...        .  1679 

tnTtlid  Penaionera,  a  bill  regalating  pajnent  to, 

read  twice,  &c.      .....     86S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  1766 

read  a  third  time,  and  pueed     -        -        '  1769 

Invalid  Fenaions,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice  1661 

iDTalida,  a  bill  reapecting,  read  twice,  &c         .  1007 


Ireland,  John,  a 
of. 


adie 


a  report  on  the  petition 


■npplementa]  report,  ordered  t 


,  Mr.  Bloomleld  preaented  the  petHion  oi 
■wtdry  iidMbitant*  of  New  Jersey,  praj- 
iflg  that  an  additional  dn^  may  b«  lud 
on  the  importation  of,  ralerred 

Mr.  Maclar  end  Mr.  S^eant,  of  F 


a  bill  lo  jncreue  the  dntiea  on,  read  twi 
(undrj  papara   from  the  Secretary  of  tl 

Treaiury  on  the  eubjeet,  relen-ad    ' 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
reed  the  third  time,  and  pawed 
returned  from  Ae  Senate  with  aaendiiwBt 

and  coDcnned  in  - 


Jaefcaon,  Andrew,  fat  himaalf  and  wife,  Mr. 
Claihome  preaented  a  reBonatraiwa  of, 
referred  ...         ...     git 

Jefiraon  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  BndiiAa 

eabmitted  a  reeolution  to  anbacaribe  Utha  IIM 
"*  ■      '     '  "n*eC    US 


uae  leportoi 
1,  •  bill  liir 


twice,  &a, 
Johnaon,  B.  M.,  remark*  of,  on  the  leeoliUioii 

canearning  Amelia  leland  .  -  -  414 
apeech  of,  on  hi*  militaty  reaololiana  -  -  iM 
on  the  repeal  of  internal  dutiea  -         -    448 

remark*  at,  on  the  bill  for  r^ioT  «f  John 

Bala 447 

on  Ihe  Commutation  bill    .        -        -     460,  484 
on  hit  reeolntton  to  oiotbethaarmyin  AmB. 

rican  mannftctarei  ....  495 
■peech  of,  on  the  lull  lor  BeTalotianary  aur- 


remark*  of,  on 

the  map  of  bounty  landa        ... 
on  Thompaon'i  claim  of  intareat 
on  hi*  reeolution  conoerning  the  militia 
to  increaoe  the   aalary  of  the  Poetmaater 

General         -        .        .        .        . 
on  the  Compenaation  bill  .... 
on  the  ea*e  of  Colonel  Anderaon        -    fiSS, 
tealimony  at,  on  oath,  in  the  aame  eaae 
tpeaoh  of,  on  the  half-pay  Penaion  bill 
on  hia  nine  military  reaotatioaa  -        -        -    1 
on   hia   reeolution  touching   the   office  of 

on  the  right  of  expatriation        -        •        -  1 
remarka  of,  on  the  motion  not  to  reoahe 
the  Paioe  memorial        >        .         -        .1 
^eech  o(  on  the  internal  impcOTeuent  reeo- 

on  the  piopoeition  relating  to  the  Spanidt 

Ameneen  Province*  ....  16H 
00  die  auppleaental  Bank  UU  -  -  .  1761 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  fbr  the  raUef  o^  reed 

twice,  and  referred  ....  gSH 
reported  wilhonl  amendotent  -  -  -  897 
read  the  third  time,  end  pateed  •  .  .1 77T 
the  reeolution  from  the  Senate  presenting  a 

■word  to,  read  three  time*,  and  paaaed  .  I8fi6 
bnaon,  Jame*,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  waa 

qualified  ■        ■        -    4l» 

■peech  ot,  on  hit  reeolution  relating  to  naval 

diacipline 809,806 

on  the  Expatriation  bill  ....  I06t 
in  reply  to  Mr.  WlUiaDU  of  North  Carolina  1088 


1S81 
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JobBWii,  /»mo»,  of  Tirgiaim— MUiniu^  V*g». 

remirka  of,  on  tbe  intoTDil  iiDpr«*saMat 
TeiDlutioo      ......  1138 

ipMch  of,  on  the  ConitilQtioDal  powei  of 
CoDgT«w,  touohing  the  uma  •        •        -  1334 
JohDum  WilURm,  JBdge,i>n  motioa  of  Ifa.  Hid- 
dl«lan,   the   Jadiciaiy    Commillaa  wen 
iDilnietad  to)iiqaire  ialo  the  expodienqr 
ofgrintiDs  ftUdiLi<»ul  compuMstun  Co  -     &13 
(3e«  aixA  Ctremt.) 
Johnaon,  OiptaiD  BenjmmiD,  Bnd  Captaia  Henry 

Qiat,  a  biU  fbr  ratitf  of,  raad  tirka,  dee.  •     8S6 

ordsced  to  a  third  Taadtng .        -        •        >  1716 

read  the  third  time,  aod  pawed  -        -        -  1718 

returned  fron  the  Senats  with  amendOMMU 

Bod  coDCDrrad  is   -        -        -        -        .  it77 

Johnua,  HickoaD,  >■  gnaidian  a(  J.  E.  SalJan, 

report  of  facta  in  the  caM  of,  relbtred      •     93S 
JohnaOD,  Joha,  Henry  Ptrry,  Richard   Clavat, 
and  Belay  Cbaay,  a  bill  fcr  nXM  of,  »ad 

twice,  &«. IBM 

Joaea,  John,  a  bill  SntbaNlNfoC  read  twice    - 
iaau,  Michael,  a  bill  frnm  the  Benata  for  raliaf  of, 

read  twica,  and  rafarrad  .  .  -  -  1670 
Tsported  without  amendiDellt  .  -  -  1714 
ordered  to  a  third  raadiag  -        •        •  1TS3 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -  17S4 

Joxa,  Mr^  of  TWDeaae,  ipaoch  of,  on  int« 

imaniTamaat  reaolntiOD                            -  1374 
Jonrdan,  B.  and  P.,  brothen,  a  bill  far  relief  of, 
read  twiea,  dte.      .        .        -        -        - 
rapotted  withan  anMndmeDl, Mad  tba  third 
time,  and  paaaed    -        -        •        •        -  1776 
Joumala  of  the  Old  Coi)*entian,  Ac^  a  bill  from 
the  Stnale  for  the  puUisation  and  diatri- 
bution  «f  (he         ..... 
read  twice,  and  tabired    -        -        .         - 
reported  with  an  amwidoent     ...  1693 
raM  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended  -  1401 
Journal  of  the  Hoaee,  a  motion  of  Mr.  Poiodei- 
ter  to  amend  the  racord  ofptMeadiage  on 
themeiDDriiiafVinMntBPuoanegadied  1388 
Judge  Adiocatea  of  the  Army,  on  motion  of  Hr. 
Btocre,  the  Secretary  of  War  WM  diraetad 
to  report  the  caaea  in  which  connaal  baa 
been  employed  to  aieiil  the    • 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  obedienee  IfiSS 
lodgea  of  the  Supremo  Conrt,  on  BWtion  of  Mr. 
HopkinaoB,  the  Jadietary  Committee  were 
inetmcied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increMiog  the  salary  of  the 
Jodiciary,  appaintment  of  the  Btandiog  commit- 
tee on  the      400 

an  motion  of  Hr.  Cluborne,  the  aiid  com- 
mittee were  iastrncted  to  inquire  what 
alteration!  are  nEceaeary  in  the,  ayatem  '-    41B 
Jurors  and  Witneiaei,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Herrick, 
the  Judiciary  Commilleo  were  instracted 
to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  increaa- 
ing  the  oompeniBtion  of         -        -        -     500 
Jnaticea  of  the  Peace,  on  motion  of  Mt.  Holmaa, 
th«  aame  committee  were  inatrnoted  to  Ib- 
I  qoire  into  the  expediency  of  proTiding  by 

,  law  for  the  appointment  of     -        -        •    fiOO 

a  )hU  from  the  Senate  to  u^e  valid  certain 
acta  of  the,  in  Ibo  Diatriei  of  Columbia, 

read  twice IMS 

r^orted  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  lie  onlhe  table  -        -        -        -        -  18S8 
i  15th  Coir.  1st  Snsa.— C 


Jnatieea  oftbe  Peace — eontlnaed.  Page, 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  paieed  -  l&f 
the  Senate  diaagreed  to  the  amendment  .  1710 
the  Honae  inaaled,  and  appointed  manegara 

of  a  eonfewnca  .....  1718 
report  of  the  maaagere,  and  ■nbjeet  indefl. 

nitely  poitponed    ■  •        .  >       .  1797 


ing  the  monament  ordered  to  be  erected 
at  Annapotb  in  honor  of  the  memory  o( 
refeared  L        -        .        .        .        .  IQ73 

the  eommitteo  dieeharged  from  ita  conaider. 

ation -  ID94 

Mr.  R*«d  auhinittad  •  reaotnlion  on  the  aame 
enbject,  which  the  Honae  reAieed  to  con- 
aider      109B 

a  motion  by  Mr.  R.,  to  take  np  faia  reaotn. 
-tion,  negaliTed       .....  iliS 
Sennedy,  John,  and  Henry  Nail,  a  bUt  Ibr  raNef 

of,  read  twice,  dtc  -        .        -        •    804 

Eentnoky,  the  Speaker  preaentad  a  memarial  «f 
Hm  Legialaluta  of,  reapectlng  the  boon, 
dary  line  between  uid  State  and  Tennea- 

iM,  lafbmd tWl 

Kentucky  0~hio  Canal  CompRoy,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  Anderaon,  the  Committee  on  Roada         ' 
and  Cinala  were  inatructed  to  inquire  in. 
to  the  expediency  of  aubicribing  for  ahatea 

in  the    - 1449 

Keniie  and  Forayth,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  r«nd 

twice,  dec.     --.-..  1067 
Eeye,  Pulley,  and  Jaaon  Fairbanke,  a  bin  for  re. 

liefof,  twice  read OSS 

ordered  to  a  third  readine  .  •  -  .  1401 
read  »  third  time,  and  reeded  ...  1400 
King  of  Naples,  on  motion  ofMr.  Smith,  of  M*. 
ryUnd,  a  committee  wai  appaiDted  to  re- 
quest of  the  President  information  rele- 
lite  to  the  seiiure  and  confiscation  of 
Americaa  vaaaela,  A«.,  under  the  author. 

ityofthe 883 

Sing,  Henry,  an  adieree  report  on  the  petition 

of lOM 

reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered      -        •  1180 
lill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        •        -  1300 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1M7 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  17IS 
read  the  third  time,  end  pasaad  .  -  -  1719 
King,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  Ac.  1133 
King,  Samaon  R.,  1 


^bUlf 


a  bill  fox  tbe  relief  of,  read 


Kinsey,  Adam,  and  Thomas  Freaeb,  a  bill  lor 

letief  of,  twice  read,  Ac  -        -        -  I4S0 

Knagga,  Whitmore,  a  report  of  beta  In  the  case 

of,  referred OM 

Koadusko,  H(.  Harrison  submitted  a  joint  reao- 
lution  for  a  ciuamitlee  to  inquire  and  re- 


La  Coete,  Peter,  a  letter  fhim  the  Secretary  of 

State  on  the  petition  oC  redured     -        -    * 
an  adverse  repmt  IlisreoD  ...         .    I 
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Oanm  Proeatdi9g§  amd  /Vtifw. 
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Labs  Hichigtii,  on  motion  of  Mi.  HoIbib,  of 


and  Ctnali  itan  uulnclad  ta  inqoin  iaia 
Iha  eipaijicnc;  of  coHrtrurtlDl  s  nt*igM- 
Ua  canal,  to  luuta  tb«  wattn  of, -with  th« 

Hidiuippi 480 

Land  Claimi,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bcou,  tha  Com- 
auttea  of  Public  Landairan  instracted  to 
in^gire  iato  iha  eipedieBoj  of  HOiidui 
tot  •  final  adjiulmaot  irf,  in  tlM  Tenitoiy 
ofMiaaouii     ------    446 

on  taotion  of  Mr.  Sabartaon,  tha  Seeret«7 

ot  Iha  Traaiorj  irai  directad  to  laj  hi- 

tan  tha  Hooae  tbc  raporta  of  tha  cMDini*- 

•iooeti  for  Louiaiana,  &c.       ■        -        -    all 

iMIw  from  tba  Baeratarj  of  the  Tiaanir 


«  bill  aopplemeDUt  to  tha  aaTeral  t 
lb>  adjaatoMBt  of,  in  IiMiaiuk  and  Hm- 
aoniik  M«d  twice,  &e.     ■        -        -        - 


S61 


hmi  Lawi,  a  raoolnlioa  from  the  Santle  nU- 
tire  t«  tha  diMiibutioD  of  tha  Uta  adition 
of  the,  lead  twice  .        .        -        -        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  psaiad     ■        -        - 

Land  OAoea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  the  Com- 

mittlee  of  Public  Lands  were  inatractad 

to  in^airo  into  the  eipedlBocj  of  ealab- 

liahing  varioua  additional 

a  bill  proriding  lor  additionil,  in 
Terriloij,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     - 

ntnmed  &om  the  Benate  with  amendmaota     B31 

read  and  referred 82C 

repoited  with  in  amendmcDl,  and  agreed  to    83B 

W  motion  of  Mr.  fiimkina  the  Committee 
on  Pabllc  Landg  were  inslrcted  to  ioquire 
into  the  eipediene;  of  Bitablishing  otbar, 
in  the  Temlorj  of  Alabama  -        ■        -  14S0 

a  bill  to  eatabliah  certain,  with  diatricta 
eaat  oflalaudof  N.Orleani,readlnice  -  1061 

hid  on  the  table 1732 

Land  Patenta,  for  loldiera'  boanlia*,  inatructioita 
to  tha  Land  Cominittaa  to  proride  far  aamM 
othei  peraon  than  the  PmideBl,  l«  aign  16S3 
I^nd  Titlea,  on  notion  of  Mr.  Popa,  anndrr  pa- 
titioaa  fion  inbabiluitB  oT  Illinoia  Terri- 
toi7,  relating  to,  were  referred  lo  the 
Camnittee  on  Public  Linda  - 
Land  Warrant!,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  oiuiber  of,  iiaued  for  mililaij  beun' 


on  notion  of  Mr.  Merrill,  the  Secretary  of 
War  WH  directed  to  report  ninei,  &c., 
of  recipienta  of      -        -        -        - 
latter  fk-om  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply 

Land  to  RefolDtionaiy  Sariivon,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  TalT,  the  MiliUry  Committee  were 
ioitructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  one  hundred  and  aizly  acres 
ot,  to  each 

Linda  in  Atabsma,  a  biQ  from  the  Senate  ralat^ 
ing  to  the  iurrey  and  tale  of  the  public. 


44S 


Lam  of  the  Dnitad  Statea,  ■  joint  zi 

aathatjaug  the  ditiihntiaa  of  a  new  e^ 

tion  of  dM,  twice  read «0B 

read  a  Ihiid  4i»a,  and  piaaed     •  -ill 

Tttuiiad  from  the  eaDate  with  •m  aaaad- 

nent,  and  coDcnnad  in  ...     077 

Mr.  iahBBDn  auhmittad  a  laaelatiaii  te  tlw 

pnUleation  of  tba,  nfnad  -  -  -  Ml 
a  biU  to  protide  far  the  pvhlieatioB  e€  tha, 

read  twice,  te-  •  .  -  •  -  m 
otdend  to  a  third  taadint  .  -  -  .  1661 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawad  ...  16H 
retnnad  from  the  Banatowith  ameadoMMa  11U 
all  concorred,  in  eaeept  two,  to  whiA  dM 

BoiM  diiagned  -----  voD 
the  Senate  receded  from  ana  and  ii 


tha  Uooae  receded  froin  tha  ai 


endnaent  in- 


i757 


Luaretta  Channel,  im  mothw  of  Mr.  Hc^iku- 
aon,  the  Committee  of  Commeros  aad 
Manufacture*  were  imttoded  to  in^nira 
into  the  expediency  of  preii^g  fat  ax- 
penaei  of  tajing  down  and  ti^dng  up 
baoya  in  the,  &t.  -        -       -       -        .    8(4 

Lead  Mines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seott,  the  Cmb- 
mittee  on  Pnblie  Lands  were  iutmetod 
to  Inqaire  into  the  expediency  ef  leastog 
and  worting  the  pnblie  ...    4S3 

Mr.  S.  aubmiUed  anether  motion  cmKera- 
ing  the  dixpoaa]  of  certain       ...    STT 

LesiHkdiafd  Bland,  the  Speaker  presented  a  la(. 
lei  from,  with  report  of  facts  in  itwcavs 
of  certain  daimanta  nikder  the  PiayailT 
Act 41T,4n,a31 

Leonard,  Beniy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Smyfli, 
the  Committee  on  Penaiona,  Ac,  wn« 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedianey 
of  placing  the  name  of,  on  the  pBDMonliat    4CI 

Lawia,  Mr.  J.,  of  Vil^io,  appeared  and  was 

qnalifled 39> 

Lewit,  Wlnalow  and  Henry,  a  rc^rt  of  tha  Sec* 

letiry  of  State  on  the  petition  0^  referred  411 
abillfor  relief  o(  read  twice  -  -  -  44> 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    gl5 

read  a  third  time,  and  paJaad     -  -    (II 

relBmad  Irom  tha  Sei>a(e  with  an  amend- 
ment   .•-•...STT 
read  and  concurred  in        -        -        •        -    TM 

Lewia,    William    B.,  a  UU  for  rdief  of,  t«ad 

twice,  &e.      ■        ^        ■        -        -        -  lOOT 

Lewia,  Edwin,  a  letter  from,  reapecting  Judge 
Tonluin,  rellMred  to  the  Judidary  Com- 
mittee   ITU 
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Page. 
Zjibrsry,  >  isaolntion  ftom  the  S«Bal*  fai  the  ip- 
pointmeat  of  a  joint  coumitlM  on  tM. 
WW   concaned  id,  mad  ■  comiaittea  ip- 

pwatad 4W 

Linn,  Mr.,  apMcfa  of,  «a  tU  CMinmalimi  bUI  -    SOS 
Xanle,  Patar,  nonAa  oi;  o«  Uw  UN  M  ^odWl 

intorttal  duiw       ....        -    iM 
OB  the  CompaiiMtiDB  bill  -        .        .        -    6T8 
LiTermom,  Mr.,  remuka  o^  ( 
tion  biU 
on  th*  wamnt  fat  anMt  i 
■paacb  ei,  on  the  aiotioMto  appoiiit  ■  Com- 

mill0a«f  FtnibfBa  -  -    SM 

in  reply  to  oUmt  apMkMi  ...    6BS 

OB  tbe  FogUiTe  Slave  Ull  -     680,  SIT 

on  the  liiU  cmiamuBf  tho  dialriet  ooaita  of 

Now  Tmk 11B4 

OB  the  Paaaa  memorial      ....  isM 
ramarka  a(  oa  the  bill  lor  relief  at  M^or 

OenenlStaik 177« 

Loan  OEce  Caitifieatea,  on  motien  of  Mr.  Allen, 


inatruoled  to  inquite  into  tiie  aipediaue? 

of  aDtkomtng  pajmaat  of      .        .        .    447 
LoomiB,  Jadna,  and  Jamet  Bawctt.    (Ses  0«h|. 

boaU.) 
Irftw,  Cathsiinc,  on  motien  of  Mr-  Contatoek, 

the  Military  Committee  were  inatractad 

to  inquire  inlo  the  eipediea^  of  making 

proiiaion  fin BOS 

Lowndei^  Mr.,  remarka  of,  oa  Ihs  bill  to  aboliih 

internal  dntUf       '        -       426, 4Se,  436, 420 
on  the  motion  to  inqoire  into  the  offiiritl 

condnct  of  clerke    .        .        -        .        . 
on  the  ConmntatJon  bill    • 
on  reminion  of  dutisa  to  Richmond  chateh 
on  the  ciaa  of  Richard  W.  Meade 
epeeeh  of,  on  the  EipauiattMi  biQ      . 
remark!  of,  on  hia  propogition  to  diTide  the 

leeololiDD  OD  JDlemal  improTsmBnt 
■peech  of,  on  (he  rnolution  ai  reported 
ramarka  of,  on  the  Faioe  memorial  - 
on  the  Delaware  and  Chenpeake  canal 
•peech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay'a  motion  to  amend 

the  Neutrality  bill 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  •        -  UIB, 

in  anairer  to  a  quaation  ooneetiiinK  the  Com. 
0  South  America 


Mtckall,  Jofaa  G^  an  adTetae  report  on  the  p« 

tioD  of,  eononrred  in      •        .        • 
Maekay,  Jamea,  a  bill  ioT  relief  of^  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  nadins  -       ,•        • 
reada  third  time,  and  p*4aed 
Maclay,  Wilfian,  of  Peniurliania,  appeared  and 
waa  qoilified  ..... 

Made;,  William  P.,  nunarka  of,  on  the  Fogitite 

Slave  biU       

Maine,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitmore,  the  Jndici- 

aiy  Committee  were  inatraeted  to  inqoire 

into  the  eipedienoy  of  alterins  the  time 

of  halding  llie  dialiict  court  in  the  Dia- 

trictof,  ..... 

a  Ull  to  that  effect  read  twice    . 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    - 

Hannfactured  Artielei,  a  bill  to  incieaee  the  dn- 

tiai  im  certain,  imported,  read  twice 


1464 


Artidea  ■  eonlintted.  Pa|e. 

» Iha  Oooimitlae  of  the  Whcde  171B 

tUtd  reading  .        -        -        .  1736 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    .        -        -  1739 

retarned  from  thdaenatawithaiaeiidiaeitta, 

and  concnirad  in   •        •  -        .  1777 

MaBB&ctnrara  of  looking-glaaaee  in  framaa,  &«■, 

irtenttMpalitiano^  agreed  to  1666 
"  ■     ■      ■      ~    'UyofNorth 


DareUnat  Mr.  Settle  ^eeenlad  the  petition 


633 


I  billlr 


a  thaS 


)BO*iding  fci  the  aala  and  loeation  of  car- 
lain  landa,  in  the  diititeU  of  -  .861 
read  tmca,  end  coaunitted          ...     s&S 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  Ihiid  reading 1013 

read*  tliitd  lime,  and  paiaed    .  -  1068 

HaritijM  fc«iitier  of  MaijUad,  Mr.  Utile  pra- 
eentad  aandiy  reeolutjona  eencerning  the 
defence  of  the lOlS 

Hsitiaie  AvBtier  of  the  United  Slatea,  report  of 
the  operation*  nnder  the  act  of  Febraary, 
7,  1817 S463 

Hanhal  of  the  Northern  Diatrict  of  New  York, 
on  motion  of  Mi.  Porter  the  Jodiciaiy 
Committee  were  iiutructed  to  inquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  inaeaaing  the  com- 
penaatioa  of  the  .....  406 
a  report  that  it  i*  not  eipodient  concarrad 
in 633 

Maijlanil,  the  Speaker  preaented  a  reeolution 
of  the  LegUlatare  of,  relative  to  the 
citabliahmenC  of  a  naval  depot  vrittun 
said  Slate,  referred         ....  1447 

Maaon,  Armiatead  T.,  Mr.  Strother  preaented  the 
petition  of,  conteiting  the  election  of 
Chartea  F.  Mercer,  Ac,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Election*  -  -  -  fiSS 
laid  committee  diecharged  from  eoniidera* 
tion  of  the  ■«tne 790 

Maaon,  Jamea  B.,  of  Rhode  laland,  appeared, 

and  was  qualified  .        .        -        -  '*" 

Haaon,  Mr.,  of  Maaiachuaetti,  remarka  of,  o 
Fogitivi  Slave  bill  -        -        . 

apeech  ot,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  - 

Maaon,  Comelioa,  •  bill  for  relief  oC  re*d  1 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaad  -        . 

MaaaacbDKtta,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Maaon,  the  mi. 
Utia  d^mi  of  the  State  of,  were  referred 
to  a  select  committee      ... 
a  letter  from  the  Seeretarf  of  War  0 

clainu  of,  relerred  to  eame     . 
a  bill  to  anthorize  the  lalUement  and  pa;, 
meat  of  certain  claima  of  the  State  of, 
read  twice,  Ac      -        .        .        ■ 

Hatchio,  Capt.  Tbomu,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Saw. 
jer,  the  Committee  of  Penaioua  were  in- 
■tmctad  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
correcting  a  miataka  in  the  amount  of 
pentianpaid  to      •        -        -        -        -  133B 

Mattera  ordered  to  be  printed,  Mr.  Spencer  inb* 
milled  a  motion  respecting  tha  number  of 
co^aa,  and  distribution  of  ell  '        '  1430 

amended,  and  agreed  lo     -        •  -  1470 

Havbew,  Tbaddeiu,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  &c 1339 
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Mude,  Bichard  W^  Mr.  Trimbla,  oT  Kentock^, 
■nbmitted  a  molntioii  reqnefting  of  the 
Piuident  iDformrition  ti  to  the  impTuon- 
mentor,  in  Bpain  -----    BOS 

Agreed  to,  and  a  eoEnmittee  appamlcdtopre- 
■eot  it B04 

K  memgs,  with  arepoit  from  the  SecMtary 
of  Sute,  in  replj S8S 

Mr.  Trimble  preiented  enollieT  rMolotiaa 
cati««niiig -    847 

nferred  ta  a  leleet  eommitlee    -        -        -    88^ 

report  of  the  aame,  iwti)  and  ordered  to  be 
printed 1674 

Mr.  TrimUe  rabinitted  a  rabititiite  for  the 
rexolation  reported  -        .        -        -  1700 

which  waa  Dagatifed,  and  the  report  of  the 
oominittee  agreed  to       -        -        -        -  1713 

diplomatic  correipondence  relating  to  the 
UDi^iaonment  of I8I4 

letter  of  Mra.  Meade,  eneloaing  mndry  pa- 
pen,  to  the  Prendent    -        .        .        .  1838 
Heclianica'  Relief  Societj,  of  Alexandria,  a  bill 

from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  tlut  -    S34 

read  twice  and  referred  ....  889 
ported  without  ameDdment  -  -  -  848 
ired  to  a  third  reading  ...  1897 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed     -        -        -  1T14 
Medical  Societ;  of  Waahinglon,  a  hill  to  inoor- 

porate  the.  read  twice,^.  -  -  .1481 
Menoniiti,  Mr.  fieecher  preaented  the  petition 

of,  referred 408 

Mercer,  Cbaa.  F.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  hie 

reeolulian  reapecling  African  alaTe  trade      SIS 

the  Speaker  prcaenled  lundrj  dacamenta 
contenting  the  election  of,  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Comoiitlee  of  Electiona       .     5SS 

apeech  of.  on  the  caie  of  John  Andenon    .    63S 

remarkiof,  on  the  remieaion  of  dotiei  to  the 
Church  at  Richmond      ....    836 

on  the  Sankrapt  bill  -        -        -        .  ]0U 

on  the  report  concerning  internal  improve- 
ment      1116,1137 

apeech  of,  on  the  reeolution  aubmitted  by 
the  committee        -        -        ■        -        .  1184 

temaTka  ol,  on  the  Delaware  and  Chaaa- 
peake  Canal 1308 

•pcech  of,  on  the  ■npplemental  Bank  IhU    -  I7G2 
Merehanta'  Bank  of  Newport,  a    bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of  the,  read  twice,  &c,  1(48 

reported  without  amendment,  atid  commit- 

tad 1730 

Mercltanti,  Tradera,  and  Ttiilor*,  advene  report 

on  the  petition  of,  concurred  in  -  -  16G& 
MeriDO  Wool,  a  tnatjon  to  exempt,  from  duty  -  878 
Mcwo^e,  the  Preaident'i  snoutl,  £ve  thouaand 

eopiei  of  the,  ordered  to  beprinCed  -    399 

reference  of  the,  (o  appropriate  commitleee    401 
Miebigan,OD  loation  of  Mr.  Jobnaoo,  ■  commit- 
tee niB  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  an. 
thorizing  the  people  or  the  Terrilorj  of, 
to  aend  a  detegals  to  Congrea*       -        -1180 

a  bill  to  that  efTecl  read  twice     -        ■        -  1393 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1401 
Michigan    Cluma,  report   of  the   Secrelar;  of 

State  on  certain 477 

Hidaa,  private  armed  acbooner.  Mr.  B.  Bmith 
pretented  the  petition  of  the  ownera  of 
the,  in  behalf  of  the  officcn  and  crew    -  1763 


biptnen,  Bemorial  of  the,  of  Ae  Vniltd 
State*  Na>r  to  the  PraaideDt  of  iha 
United  Btataa ISI 

Military  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bobertan 
the  Military  Committes  were  tnatmcted 
to  inquire  into  the  eipedi«i>cj  of  ptapar- 
ing  a  bill  concerning  the,  embracisg  cer- 
tain princi  plea,  &C.         -         '        -       -   ! 

Military  Abira,  appointment  of  kaetoetcomBiit- 


in  inquiriea  conceminf     -   HI 
Mr.  Taylor  aubmitted  a  joint  reaotnlioD  di- 
recting the  Commiaaioner  of  the  Oeoatai 
Land  Office  to  cauae  to  ba  engntvd  Su 
map  of  -        -        -         .         -        -       -    Ml 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  rea£if    SU 
read  Ilie  third  time    -         •         -       .       -   5JI 
Military  Eatabliihment,  Afa-.  Johnaon,  ^Ken- 
tuekj,  aubmitbui  aandij  reaolutioot  ida- 
ting  to  variooa  mattera  connected  widi 

the «• 

a  tnll  making  appropriatton*  for  the,  rod 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  ■  -  TK 
amended,  and  ordered  to  be  entroaacd  n 

amended       -  •        -       .       •    7H 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -   W 

retnmed   from    the   Senate   with  amend- 

menla,  and  referred        -  -    Ml 

ODO  amendment  diaagrecd  to,  the  reat  eon- 

carred  in  •  -  .  ...  SB 
the  Senate  inaiit  on,  the  amendment  diaa- 

graed  to W 

the  Honae  inaiati  andaak  aeonEcrene*  -  8lil 
detailed  report  of  the  Manigera  -  ■  Ml 
the  Houwresolted  to  adhere  -  -  -  8M 
MJlitarr   Land    Warranta,    reaolotian  of  lit. 

Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  mb- 

ject  of -    Ml 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  farther  eitending 

the  time  for  inning,  dee.,  read  twice  ■  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading.  -  .  ■  w 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  -  ■  m 
B  bill  (ram  ttte  Senate  extending  tbillB* 

for  obtaining,  read  twice  -  -  -  "" 
readtba  third  time,  and  pawed-  ■  1*" 

Military  Penaiona,  a  bill  providing  be,  Ik-, 


Til 


Military    Peace    EaUUiakmaat,    Mr.   Triable 
aubmitted  reeointiona  directing  iheSm*- 
tary  of  War  to  report  at    nnxl  mMM 
what  redmtiona  may  be  made  in  the,  Ae  "" 
amended  and  adopted        .        .        .       -  ITt) 
Militia,  appointment  of  a  aetect  c 
the        -        -        -        - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Marr,  the 

directed  to  inqnire  into  Iho  expediiDcyof 
making  provinon  for  the  diaabled  afficen, 

&c,  of  the ■   »" 

Mr.  Johnaon  aubmitted    a  reaolution  con- 
cerning the  general  ataff  of  the      -       •  *** 
>ad  reftrred  to  the 


the 

report  of  an  organisation  of  the  -       -    ' 

a  bill  fin  orgiolung,  elaning,  and  arming 

the,  laid  on  the  table     -        -  -       -    < 


W 
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JBcaue  Proceedmgg  arid  Dehattt. 


Militia — cODtinaad.        ,  P(ge. 

a  bill  from  Uis  Scute  to  delray  the  ezpen- 

■e«  of,  while   iDBrebing   to   randeiToni, 

read  Iwice,  ind  referred  -  -  -  ■  14S 
reported  withoat  ■meodment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  paiaed 1779 

a  bill  to  incieaie  the  paj  of,  while 

■oirice,  read  twice  .        .        .        .  I67S 

ordered  to  a  third  isadillK  -        -        -  1697 

Tftod  the  third  tiraep  and  pasied  ■  -  -  171fi 
Uilitis   Conrta  Martial,  the  Speaker  |ire>eiited 

the   pelitioD   of   anndrj   Inhabitanli    of 

pMlilijlTBtii*  leipecting  the  coodact  of 

certain  officers  engased  on,  referred  -  1993 
Miller,    Mr,  of  South   CaroUaa,  lemarki  of,  oti 

Ibe  reaolDtion  coneerDing  Amelia  Ualld  414 
on  hii  motion  reepeeting  neutral  lelaUone  -  S19 
on    >   reaolntion    leapecting   the    Blilitwj 

Peace  Eitabliihment     .        -        .        .  17<7 

Miller,  Noah,  a  bill  for  relief  o(  Hid  twice        -    444 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ■        -        -        -    490 

xead  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        ■        ■    496 

Miller,  Thomai,  and  Stephen  Baker,  a  bill  Ibl 

relief  of,  read  twke        -        -        -        -841 

ordered  to  a  third  reading*        ...  1S8T 
nad  the  third  lime,  and  pMeed  -  109S 

retained  from  the  Senate  mlhamewlBenti  1788 
concnrred  in     -----        -  1739 

Miller,   John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WilUaua,   of 

mew  York,  the  Committaa 

dec,  were  inittneted  to  inqniie 

expedienoj  of  plai^f,  on  the 


Milla,  Elijeh   H.,  of  MaHachoMtle,   appeared, 
and  waaqnalified  .        .        - 
epeech  of,  on  ^w  Bankrupt  bill  - 


897 


ing 


Gonaidered  and  rejected      - 
Mint,  on  motioa  of  Mr.  Seybett,  a  oommittee 
wai  appointed  on  flMaaqect  ef  the 
a  bill  enpplemental  to  the  act  to 

the,  reed  twice       .        .        ■ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paMed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  anendnienta, 
and  agreed  to         •        -        - 
lliuiwppi,  a  reaolution  liom  the  Senate 
mit,  into  the  Union,  read  twice 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paued  - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindeiter,  the  JndidvT 
Committee  were  inatiucted  (o  inquire  into 
the  eipedienc;  of  making  proTiaion  fet 
the  due  execntion  of  tiie  lawn  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  within  the  Stale  of 
a  bill  proTidiDg  for  the  lame,  read  twice 
recommitted  to  the  Judiciatj  Committee 
reported,  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed 
MiuDuri  Territory,  the  Speaker  preeented  the 
petition  of  ■undr;  inhabitanU  of,  prajing 
that  *aid  Territory  may  be  erected  into  a 
State,  dec,  referred  to  a  aelect  committee 
Mr.  Scott  preienteil  a  eimilar  petition,  re- 
ferred to  eame        .        .        -        •  840, 


MisfOun  Territoi7 — continued.  Page- 

Mr.  Scott  alio  praaented  a  petition,  praying 

for  a  diTiaion  of     -        -        -        -        -  1399 
a  bill  to  authoriie  the  people  of,  to  form  a 
conitilution,  &c.,  twice  read,  dec.   -        -  1673 
Mitehell,  Richard,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  on  (be  pelilioa  of    -        -        .    S34 
Hogadore,  on  motion   of  Mr.  Bloomfield,   the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affaire   were  in- 
■trucled  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency 
ofeatabliihing  a  Consul  et      -        -        -    B97 
a  report  thereon  read        ....  145] 
Hohr,  Carl  Theodore,  of  Germany,  a  letter  from, 

reapecting  the  mannfscture  of  porcelain  •    B46 
Moneys  transferred,  report  of  the  Secretary;  of 

War  on  the  Hulgect  of   -        -        -        -    &41 
Honnmentil  Church,  at  Richmond,  an  adrerae 
report  on  the  petition  for  renusaian  of  dn- 

^es  to  the 883 

eonaidared,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    837 
Moore,  Mr.,  of  PennsylTania,  speech  o(,  on  the 

bill  supplementary  to  the  Benk  act         -  I74d 
mored  to  rescind  the  reaolntion  fixing  the 
day  of  adjournment        -        -        -        -  1770 


Mo^an,  Thomaa.  (See  Arvutroiu^,  Gtntral.') 
Morris,  Richard,  adverae  report  on  the  petition  of 
Monon  and  Sneed.     (See  TVtatury  Ifota  lotl.) 


petition  of   487 


Mooeley,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  apeeeh  ol^  o 

Compensation  bill  ....    00/ 

Mumlhrd,  George,  report  of  the  Committee  of 

BlectioDs  in  the  case  of  -  -  -  865 
a  letter  from,  to  the  said  committee  -  •  8S7 
ia  confiimod  in  hia  right  to  a  seat  .  -  14M 
McCoanetl,  lohn,and  LnkeHofi',  adrerie  report 

on  the  petition  of,  agreed  to   -  .    447 

McQirt,  Zechariah,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the 

adverae.  report  on  the,  Waa  recommilted. 


McOrew,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  rep* 

resentatiTos  of;  read  twice,  &c.  -  IBSS 

McHenry,  Jamea,  late  Secretary  of  War,  on  mo- 

,    tion  of  Mr.  Liiermore  the  Clerk  waa  or- 

dered  to  procnre  to  be  printed  600  copio* 

of  a  report  made  by,  on  the  militia  claime 

of  the  Bute  i^  Georgia  .        -        -        .     B34 

Mclntoah,  Mr.,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 

SecreUry  of  the  Treaiory      •        -        -  1800 
McLane,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  apeeeh  of,  in  the  case 

of  John  Anderson 684 

on  the  bill  relating  to  expatriation      •        -  lOH 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia  -        -  I06S 
on  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal     -  1899 
•      N. 

Nail,  Henrr.     (See  Ktniudy,  John.) 
NameaofDelioqnent  Paymasters,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Slocnmb,  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
directed  to  report  to  the  House  the        -    036 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply    -        -  107» 
Naples,  a  Message  from  the  Precident,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claims  of  merchants  against 
the  Government  of         ....  1074 
Naial  AOaire,  appointment  of  a  aelect  commi^ 

NaTal  Armament  on  the  Lakes,  correapondenca 
relating  to  the,  between  the  Beerelaiy  of 
State  and  the  British  Minister        -        -  1943 

Naral- Discipline,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  sub- 
mitted a  reeotution  relating  to         -        -    80S 
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repoit  of  Mid  commiltce  tberion,  that  it  ii 

mexpedTent  to  make  anj  change  in  the  -  IHa 
agreed  to,  aad  the  committee  discbuged 

fiotn  in  fiirther  coniidentieQ 
Nangatian,  «  bill  from  the  Senate  caDcerning, 

Tcad  twice 1717 

read  a  third  time,  and  pamed     -        -        -  17S0 
Nfj,  a  bill  making  appropiiatioDi  for  the  anp- 

oott  of  the,  twice  read    -        -        -        - 
oidend  (o  a  third  Tciding  .        -        .        . 
read  a  Ihinl  time,  md  paued     -        •        .  1007 
Nbtj  Hoipital*,  on  motion  of  Mt.  Basietl,  tha 

Secretiiy  of  the  Nbtj  waa  diraelad  to  !*• 

pott  what  had  been  done  on  the  inbject  of    496 
a  report  in  obedience  thereto      .        •        - 
NaT;  Pennon  Pnnd,  annnal  report  of  the  Com- 

miHianera  of  the    ■        .        ■        ■        -    79S 
Mr.  Tallmtdge  lubmilted  a  reaolDtion  eon- 

ceming  the IflUS 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Becretir;  of 

Sayy  Suigeoni,  the  Naval  Committee  diacharged 

&9m  conndcriug  the  petition  of  the        -  1764 
NelaoD,  Hngb,  of  Virginia,  wpeedt  of,  on  tha 
Amelia  Itlandaflair        .... 
remarki  of,  on  the  lutemal  ImproveuKnt 

leeoiatioD 1137 

on  the  bill  concerning  ihe  diatriel  canita  of 

New  York 1163 

q»eech  o(  on  the  Spanish  Ameriean  prOT- 

incei 1S96 

in  Tepljr  to  Mr.  CUj  ....  leiS 

ramarka  of,  on  a  motion  to  reiciud  the  reao- 
iQlion  filing  the  day  of  adjoiuomeut     >  1T70 
Nelioa,  Thomai  M.,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and 

waa  qualified SOO 

remarki  of,  on  the  examination  of  Colonel 

Wataon 780 

on  Mt.  Clav'a  amendment  to  the  NentraUtr 

bill 1*38 

Heibelt,  Wilaon,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared 

and  was  qualified 3M 

Netfaerland*,  a  Mmage  from  the  Preaident  con- 
cerning our  relatione  with  the        -        -  1448 
Nantral  Relations,  Mr.  Millet  lubmitted  a  raio- 
lotion  ol  inqair;  into  the  lawi  concerning 

-    619 


laid  on  the  table 
(Sea    Certain   crima   againtt  the  United 
tu-i—    ;^  which  MU  the  lubject  ia  em- 


OSS 


d.) 


New  Madrid,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  limiting  the 
time  for  claima  to  land  graoted  to  the  in- 
habitant* of,  read  twice  -        -        .        -  1663 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  -        .        -  1667 
New  Orleini,  Mr.  Robertaon  pTeaent«d  a  a^ 

moiiil  of  the  dtjiene  of,  dec,  referred    -    Ml 
abill  from  the  Senate  reapecting  certain  Iota 

IB  tha  ci^  of 1691 

read  twice,  and  referred  -        .        .        .  1696 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1714 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed    ...  1776 

Newton,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  rBmarka  o^  on  the 

biU  to  remit  certain  datiee  to  the  Pann- 

■jlTania  hoqiital    -        -        .        .        -     CIS 

-g  Uie  death  of  Mr.  Ooodwjn      -1006 


New  York,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  tat  holdinc 
the  circuit  court  ia  the  aotithem  diilncl 

of,  reed  twice lift 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -        -       -  111 
returned    bom   the   Senate    with    amuij- 

ments,  and  referred         -         -        -       -  14H 
•greetnent  reported  -         -         .        .       .  ijn 
(See  Dittrict  Courit  of^^ 
New  York  Stale  Company,  adverse  report  en 

the  petttioD  of,  concurred  in    -  -IN 

Niagara  Frontier,  a  bill  for  relief  of  itillaren  on 

the,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  IHl 

reported  with  amendments         -        -       -  IM 
the  third  reading  negatived       -  •  IM 

Naah,  M.  M.,  on  botion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  tti« 
Secretaiy  of  Slate  waa  directed  to  com- 
municate •  copjr  of  the  acconali  at,  ai 

Coaanl  at  Tonii «* 

latter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  feply    tS 
Noteriei  Pnblie,  in  Waihington,  «  biU  im  cll« 

Senate  to  regulate  the  fees  of,  reidtwiee  IMS 
ordered  to*  third  reading  -         -        -      -  )«« 


Office  of  Claima,  Mr.  Mu 

hillen  of  iBfaiiy  eoBcenoBK  the     -       -   W 
•nesded  and  referred  to  Secretary  af  Wit     8M 
Offieeta  WMnded  in  the  late  war,  Mr.  CoulDck 
fabnttted  «  leealmioa  to  ptoride  Ar  pb- 
dnK.entbapenioBliat-  .       .    SIT 

oonaMcved  eikd  rejeeted  .        .       -    M 

Official  cnndnet  ef  Clerk*,  Mr.  Hohnaa  aoAaifr 
ted  a  Tssolntion  for  a  DOBmittw  )o  in- 
quire into  the        ....        -    78) 
agreed  to,  and  a  eeniMittee  aRMinted       -    7M 
Cohnd  Wabnt'e   lettn  nlerred  to  and 

committee -    79! 

report  of  laid  eommitten  -       .        -       •  1M9 
Ogden,  David  A-  of  New  York,  appeared  od 

waa  qualified  -        -        .       -       -    6W 

0|^e,  Alexander,  of  Penn*y)*aaia,  ^ipaand  and 

WMqoaliSed  -  .        .       ■    4H 

remaAa  o£  on  tha  Cemnenaation  trill        -  'H 

^  STB,  i8l 

on  a  reiotution  to  grantmedala,  du.  -       -  1'^ 

CHiggine,  Benwrdo,  letlera  Aoin,  to  Iha  Pnn- 

dentof  the  United  Stetai        .       -      ■  IM 
Ohio,  report  ef  the  committee  on  the  eoabMl 

election  of  membera  from         .       .      -    m 
the  Speaker  preiented  a  pelition  of  ttn  L^ 

gialatare  of,  for  a  certau  road,  relentd  -  11» 
I  bill  ttata  the  Senate  to  *eit  in  tmit  ia  tbe 
Legiilalure  ol^  certain  aectiona  of  laa^' 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        '       "  'Jji 

reported  without  amendment      -        -      '  '^ 
>Mei«d  to  lie  on  the  table  -        .       -  !»> 

Oaia,  Cheralier  Don  Lnia  do,  correepondencc  ofi 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  onthecw 
of  Mr.  Meade        -  .       -  IW 

m  the  blockadei  declared  by  Spain  -       -  '!^ 
in  the  occupation  of  Amelia  laland    -       -  ''^ 
>n  the  impriaonment  of  American  citiuM  ^^ 
Organiiation  of  the  Court*  of  tha  United  8ul«i, 
abill  for  the  more  conTenient,  read  HriOi 
and  committed       -         -         -         .        ■    9" 
Orjdian*  and  Widowa  of  peraon*  ilain  in  the 

Sublic  and  priTata  armed  Tenets  of  (A* 
Inited  Sutsa,  a  bill  from  the  Beuile  in 
addition  to  the  act  ginog  peoiion*  to    -   I"' 
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Orphuta  and  Widowi    coatiapri. 

itt»d  twice,  »Dd  raCwMd    - 

[•porUd  If  ilboDi  tmaadnMiit 

<vd«l«d  U.a  third  reading  - 

ra>ad  a  thiid  line,  aad  paMtd 
OtT,  Mr.,  ramarlu  of,  on  the  bi 

olnttonar;  iBtriTora 
Orr,  J*maB,i  billlbi  tbaralief  ol)  read  twiee,  and 


-  1600 

Oaffood,  Lemuel  H^  a  bill  ftam  tlie  Sentl*  for 

tharaliarDf 1861 

re«d  twice,  and  nbned     .        .        -        -  ten 
rapotted  without  uuixlniaiit,  and  onlered 

to  a  tbird  leading  -        -        -      .  •        -  1881 
raad  a  third  t&ne,  and  ptMcd    .        •        •  1M7 
P. 
Page,  Joaaph  W^  report  of  (be  Becralaiy  of  War 

on  the  pelition  of 894 

Paper,  Mr.MBaiHi,DrMiHachiuetta,pr«Mnted  a 

patitioa  of  the  maiinlaetnT«N  of,  referred    MS 
Mr.  Oage  alio  preiented  a  nnilaT  petUion 
from  Iba  nme  Stale       -        -        -        -     787 
Paper  Hanging!,  an  ad*erae  leport  on  iha  peti- 
tion of  tha  mannftctnnn  of  -        -        -  1BB7 
Paiker,  Daniel,  Hi.  T.  H.  NeUon  preaented  the 

memorial  of,  laid  on  the  table        -        -  1874 
Parliament  of  Great  Britun,  Ut.  Saiith,  of  Ha> 
ryland,  laid  on  the  Cleik'i  taUe  two  acU 
of  the,  in  relation  to  colanial  trade    IS76,  IT33 
Parria,  Hr.,of  MaaaachDaetta,  remtrki  ofi  on  tike 
bill  for  repmiiing  the  paUJc  boUdiogi 
remarki  of,  on  the  reMlation  reapacting  tlie 

official  condnct  of  citrka 
a  letter  Anm,  giving  notice  of  hia  leaignatiaji 
Puaenger  Ship*  and  Veaaela,  a  bill  regulating, 


Toad  twice,  and  commiltMl 
Patteoon,  J>,  an  adTerae  report  on  the  petition  «t, 

eoneDrred  in  • 
FaoltUnf  }ahn,on  motion  of  Mr.  Tsllmadge,  the 

Oomnittee  on  Penaions,  ic^  Ware  in< 

■tracted  to  inqaira  into  Ibe  expediency  of 

centinaing  for  five  jsar-  "*- '—  — 

the  widow  and  chilttan 
Mr.  Wilkin  laid  on  the  table  a  reaoIalioD  on 

the  RQbject  of        •        •        ■ 
Pty  of  Hembeis,  on  motion  of  Mr. 


isea 


in,  Ac.,  leftrred  • 
Pearl  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindoxtei,  the 
Committee  on  Roada  and  Canala  were 
inttincted  to  inqaire  into  tha  expadienc; 
of  Bppiopiiiting  a  lum  of  money  to  Im- 
prare  the  navigaUonof  -        -        -        -  1381 
Pearaon,  George,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -    7BS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ■        ■        .        -  1663 
reaJ  a  Ibiid  time,  and  pawed      -        -        -  1867 
FennaylTania,  a  bill  irom  the  Senate  to  divide 
Ihg  Slate  of,  into  two  judicial  diatricta, 
read  twice,  and  refinred  -        -        -     847 

tepmuA  witbont  amendment      ...    981 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -  IT7B 

Pennijlrania  Hoapitd,  Mi.  Sergeant  preaented 

the  petition  of  thetiefnTBd     -  -    40S 


Pennaylrania  HM^tal—amiiniMd.  Tt^, 

a  bill  to  remit  tha  datiaa  on  «  paialiaf  pte- 

■ented  to  the,  read  twice        .        -        .    fSf 
read  a  lUrd  tiaie,  md  mneed     .        -        .    510. 

Feaneylrania  Line  of  the  Banrialton,  Mr.  Hop- 

kineon  preaented  the  petition  of  the        -    4M 

PeniB^  Agent,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Claibome,  the 
Committee  of  Peniioni  and  Kevtd>tlDit- 
ary  Claim*  were  inatiuetad  to  in<[iura  into 
the  upedioBcy  of  trtiHiahing  a,  within 
the  dijtriet  of  Waat  TeaMaeae  •    418 

PeiiionB  and    BeTolationarj  Clauee,  appeiat- 

meat  of  the  alandisg  commtUee  of        .    490 

Penaiona  to  loTalidi,  on  motion  of  Mr.  T.  M. 
Naleon,  the  two  Coumittaea  on  Militarj 
and  Naval  A&in  were  inatnieted  to 
inqaira  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  lawi  relating  to        ...        .  1073 

Paaaionera,  Mr.  Tajlor  inbmittad  a  laaelnlian 
ealUog  oa  the  SecMlaiy  of  War  Ibr  a  liat 

or,dM. tm 

report  of  the  Saeeetary  in  re^  .        -        -    Ml 
Feny,  Mntha,  Mr.  Harriaoo  preaantad  the  patt. 

tion  of,  referred      .        -        .        .        .    (HUS 
Pen;,  OHvec  H.,  on  uetieo  of  Mr.  Jahneen.  of 
Virginia,  the  Seoelary  of  the  Navy  wee 
directed  to  report  to  tba  Honaa  the  pie- 
caedinge  of  the  eooit  uaitUl  on      -        -    8M 
tetter  from  the  Secntary  complying  with  the 

raismd  to  the  Navel  CommiMea  •  lOM 

reMrlefaaideommittee    •  •  IMl 

Pvtry,  Henry.     (See  Joinaon,  Jolm.) 
Panon*  of  Color,  Mr.  Mercer  jneeantad  the  peti- 
tion of  a  Society  of  Friaada,  eonoeniing  -    488 
FeraoBe  who  have  leeeived  Pablio  Money*,  and 
failed  to  tcconnt  for  tha  aama,  (i^Mt  of 
ih*  aterMaj  of  War,  with  the  nenea  o( 
in  obedieMO  to  •  reaolntian   .       -       -  I07S 
Ptnone  diaaUed  by  known  Woanda,  &c,  report 

oftbeBeerataiyitfWar,  of    -  .  1M8 

Pant,  Peter.    (See  Cinaiur,  Anthoitg.) 
Philadelphia  Bible  Society,  Mr.  Sergeant  pre- 
aented the  petition  of  the,  ralerred  •        -    4n 
Piano  Forte  Maker*,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the,  cancojTed  in        -        •        •  1661 
Piatt,  John  H.,  Mr.  Johnaon,  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
aantad the  petitien  o^  reAned        •        -  lOOS 
commiUae  diaeharged     ....  1784 
Pjlaipher,  OLver,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the 
Committee  on  Fennoni,  ftc,  were  in- 
■tmctei]  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  the  name  of,  on  the  penaion  lial  •  lOU 
Pindall,  Mr.  ipeeoh  of,  on  the  case  of  John  An- 

der*on 871 

remark*  o4  on  the  teMlntioo  to  inquire  into 

the  official  oonduet  or  elerka  -  -    7Sti 

(peeeh  of,  on  the  Pagitiv*  Slave  bill  -     837,  834 
on  the  Bankrapt  biU  -        -    »18 

on  the  bill  relating  to  eipitrialion     -        -  104fi 
remark*  of,  on  the  motion  not  to  receive  tbe 

Few*  memorial     -        .        -        .        .  I3M 
ipeech  ol,  on  internal  improvement    -        -  1S40 
Pinkney,  William,  corraepondenee  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  State IMS 

with  the  Maiqnia  di  Circello  -  1808 

wilhtheDokaof  SerraCaptioh         -        -1866 
nralkal  Eatabtiahmenti,  report  of  the  Commit- 
lee  of  Foreign  Relation*  on  the  enlgeet  of, 
accompanied  with  inndry  document*      -  178S 
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Fintieal  Eitibliibmanla— conttiiDtd.  Pige. 

I  Menage  from  the  Fmident  iDnoonoog; 

the  ■uppreiaion  of,  -        -1801 

tetters  from  Arm;  lud  Navy  officen,  detail- 
ing Ibeir  operalina*  agtiniC    -         -         -  1803 
ntkin,  Mr^  teniarka  of,  on  the  biU  to  iboliili  ia- 

tenni  dntiei 488,  44S 

on  the  Gompenntian  bill  ■        .        -        -    679 
OD  ^e  cue  ofJobD  Andcreon     -  661,  673 

on  tbe  impiiioDmeiit  of  K.  W.  Meade         -    646 
■oa  tbd  motion  not  to  reeeJTe  the  Pazot  me- 

notial 1963 

ttn  the  Delaware  and  Chaaapeake  Canal  bill  ISM, 
1807 
Pitkin'a  Commerdal  Staliatica,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  the  pnicbaH  of  -  -  •  1TS8 
lead  twice,  aeil  reSnred  ...  -  1789 
reported  without  amendme&t  •  ■  -  1748 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  .  I7M 
laad  the  third  tine,  and  oaaaad  -  -  1778 

Pkano,  Don  Joee,  conreepondenca  of,  with  Mr. 

Erring,  on  the  Meade  caae    -        -        -  183S 
Pleaaanta,  Mr.,  remark  of,  oa  tbe  reeolntion  re- 
lating to  naval  dJKipline        •        -        -    807 
Poideiin,  Madatna,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    8V7 
onlared  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •  1766 
road  the  third  time,  and  paeaail  -        ■        -  1769 
Poindexter,  George,  of  Miiiiaaippi,  appeared  and 
waa  qaalifled  -        ...        - 

remarka  of,  on  the  Compeoialion  bill 

n  tbe  caae  of  John   Anderaon    - 

,  _         n  the  RichmoDd 

church  petition 

on  Ihe  amai  of  dalma        .        .        .        - 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment 

■peecb  of,  on  the  motion  not  to  receiTe  the 

Paios  memorial 1264 

on  the  Bpaniih  American  Pronncee         •     16S0 
remarka  of,  on  the  leulntion  to  preaei 

Bword  to  Colonel  R<  M.  Johnaon    -        -  IME 
on  the  reiolntion  to  preient  medata  to  cer- 
tain offlcara    .    '  1870 

pHniett,  Joel  R.,  report  of,  to  the  Secretarj  of 

Slate,  on  Soudi  America        -        •        -  SSeO 
to  Lafayette,  a  bill 
ir  the  elaima  of,  read 
twice,  i'c.      -  -  -  1804 

Fool,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  ttc  1013 
Pope,  Nathaniel,  delagale  from  Illinois,  waa  qua!. 

ified 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  IlIiDois  iuto 

the  Union 1 

Porter,  Brigadier  General  Hoaee,  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  tbo  petition  of 
a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice                 -         -  I40I 
read  the'third  lime,  ami  paaaed  ...  1406 
tetomed  from  the  Senate  wiih  an  amend- 
ment    -        - 1691 

read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        .        -  1696 
Poatmaater  aeneral,  Mr.  Johnson,  Of  Kentoekf, 
moTed  a  reaolulion  to  iucteaae  the  aalaiy 
of  the,  referred       .        .        -        -        .    643 
a  bill  to  increase  tbe  aalsty  of  the,  read 

twice,  &c 13SS 

Poat  OfEcei  and  Foal  BoBdB,Bppointmcnt  of  the 

standing  committee  on  -        •        -.      -    400 
OA  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  said  com- 
mittee were  instructed  eoncarning  a  road 
&om  Fort  Monlgomaij,  &c  •       -    418 


Post  Offices,  &c.-H)on tinned. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Allen.aimilBr  ii 

were  given  respecting  a  road   fiofn  Bar- 
on motion  of  Mr.  SimjAon,  dmilar  inatmc- 
tiona  were  gi*en  respecting  a  road  fram 
Bridgewat«r  to  Plymouth       -         •         -    HI  | 
Ob  notion  of  Mr.  Barber,  of  Ohio,  atatflar  , 

instnietiona  were  given  respecting  a  tamA 
from  Marietta  lo  Laneaater    -         -         -     Oi 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Williama,  of  North  Caro-  I 

line,  similar  imtra^ona  were  given  re-  i 

speoting  a  rvad   fnra  Norfolk  to  Ten- 

neaaoe 4a  , 

Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  slter  and  e«t«bliah  certain, 

read  twice     ....         .         .  1674 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1767 

read  the  third  time,  and  peseed  .         .        •  1769 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendiiMnla, 
and  concurred  in   -        -        ■         -        -  178S 
Prairie  du  Chien,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  iabaU- 

tanta  of,  read  twice,  Ac  -  ■  -  lOIS 
Preble,  Commodore  Edward,  and  officers  and 
crew  of  the  brig  Syren,  a  bill  authoriiing 
the  distributiun  of  a  aum  of  money  among 
the  representatires  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred     1071 

Pre^mplion,  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  LegiaUture  of  Missisuppi  re* 
specting  Ihe  right  of,  referred  -  -  16(7 

Price  of  Public  Lends,  on  motion  of  Mi.  McCoy, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  .into  iha  eipedienc^  of 
increasing  the        -        .        .        .         .     4H 
report  of  aaid  committee  that  il  is  ineipe. 

diant MS 

Princs,  James,  adrerae  report  on  the  (alitioit  o( 

concorred  in  .        .       .        -         .     iii3 

Prisoners  of  War,  letter  from  Ihe  Secietaiy  of 
the  Treasury  with  a  statement  rei^Betng 
the  fund  appiopriated  for  .  -  .  4SS 
Prisons  of  Santa  Fa,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  k 
committee  was  appointed  to  requcat  of 
the  Preaident  any  information  in  hii  poa- 
sasaion  lelstiTo  to  tbe  confinement  of  cer- 
tain persona  in  the  -  .  .  .  Ittt 
Private  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  the  atand- 

ing  committee  on 400 

Privateer  General  Armstrong,  report  on  the  pe- 
tition ofthe  ofBceis  and  crew  of  the  -  M8D 
Property  Act,  the  Commitlee  of  Claims  repoitad 
Uie  ineipedieucy  of  continuing  Iha  office 
created  under  the  -  .  -  -  -  IIW 
Public  Accounts, letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tresjury  on  the  subject  of  the   i 


.01^ 


-  S3t7 


Poblic  Buildings,  appMutment  of  a  aeleet  c 

mittee  on  the           .....  «wi 
a  bill  making  further  provision  for  rqiair- 

ing,  &c,  read  twice        ....  686 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        -  601 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  Mt 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameadmeots, 
the  £rst  of  which  was  disagreed  to,  and 
the  rest  concnrred  in      -        -         -        -  17OT 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for,  read  twioa  1180 
Public  Debt,  a  bill  making  apprapriaiions  for  re- 
demption of  the,  read  twice    -        >        .  im 
aualyaiB  of  the S319 
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Bauu  Pneeadinga  and  Dtbatet. 


Pare. 
Pttblie  Docamaiitii  ■  TMotattoa  ftom  th»  8«uata 
'  aatboriiiDg    the  diitribution   irf  Mrtain, 
raad  tkrM  liniM,  tnd  paraed  -        .        .    476 
Poblic  BxpendilnrM,  appointaeiil  of  th*  alaod- 

inc  oamuittas  on  •  -    400 

Foblic  Landa,BppoiatneDt  ^tha  atandiog  com' 

■nittMOQ 400 

Public  MoDBj,  a  bill  to  aalhoriie  th«  lacmerj  of, 

ruul  twiea IT4S 

ordered  to  ■  tbiid  reading  -        -        ■        ■  1746 
read  the  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

tho  tabl 1706 

PaeyerreiloR,  J.  M.  de,  totters  from,  to  the  Pieri- 

dent  of  the  United  Stalei        -        -        -1878 
Parchaaera  ol  FnUtic  Lands,  letter  from  the  See- 
retaiT  of  the  Tieienr;  on  the  aabject  of 
indnfgenee  to SSifi 

Qvarlea,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  case  of  John  An- 

d«r«on 678 

Qnartermcaten  and  Pajmasters'  Aceonnts,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Slorri,  the  Becretarj  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  a  statement 
of  balances  dne  on  -  .  .  .  eS6 
a  letter  from  the  Secrelarj  with  the  state- 
ment called  for ISS3 

Qaoram,  intcrehaDge  of  messtgetreipeetinga  -     BS9 


report  of  the  Seoretuy  of  State  od  the  snb- 

joetof ' 

lUmaay,  Bobert.     (See  Cktnej/,  Saaiatl) 
KsDgers,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  a  oonpui;  of, 

nad  tntee,  and  referred  -  -    I 

reported  withoot  amendment      -        •        -    I 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •  1' 

read  th«  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  I' 
ReeeiptaintP  the  Treaanry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Her- 
bert, the  8ecrelBi7  of  the  TrMraiy  ma 
directed  to  report  the  amount  of,aanuaIlj    4 
letter  flrom  the  SecMlaty  in  reply  -    i 

Bedenption  of  Lands  sdd  for  direct  Taxes,  Mr. 
XiTeimeta  submitted  a  reedntion  of  in- 
qnin  GonccmiDg  the     -        .        .        ■     | 
amen^,  end  referred  to  the  CommittM  mi 
Poblic  Landa         -         .        .        .        .    | 

Bead,  Mr.,  temirbs  of,  on  a  resolution  reapeeliog 

the  Peace  Ealablishment        ■        .        •  l: 
Baed,  Captain  Bamuel  C.     (See  Oentral  Ana- 
tiring,  Brig.) 
Refined  Sugar  exported,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ser- 
geant, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  inttroctod  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe- 
dieniy  of  allowing  drawback  on     -        -     I 
a  ^Torable  report  tfasreon,  ordered  to  be 
printed         -       -       -       -       -        -  1' 

Begisters  and  RaceiTers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bar- 
ber, of  Ohio,  the  CommittM  on  Public 
Lands  ware  imtrncted  to  inqnite  into  the 
expediency  of  inenuiing  the  salaries  of 

the,  at  Marietta 

on  molioDor  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Iioaiaiana,' 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasai^  was  direct- 
ed to  report  a  at 
the  respectite 


Ragistera  and  ReceiTers — continued.  P« 

report  of  the  Becretary  in  reply  •    I 

on  motion  of  the  bsibb  gentleman,  the  Com- 

nftteeor  Waya  aiid  Means  were  instnicl- 

ed   to  inqaiie   into   the    eipedieney   of 

amending  the  Ibws  in  relation  to  the  ail- 

•riei  and  emoluments  of        -        -        -     f 

a  bill  for  changing  the  campensatiaDor,read 


1180 
1366 
1789 


ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        .        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  psaicd 
Regolating  tbe  nqmber  of  Puaangers,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Fonyth,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Hannfactnrea  were  in> 
ttrncted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieney 
of;  to  be  btonght  into  (he  United  States 
according  to  tonnsge     -        -        .        .    SIG 
Renner,  Daniel,  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  a  bill 

for  tslief  of,  read  twice  -         .  -         .   1393 

Bepairing  certain  roade,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
in  addition  to  the  act  making  apprcf  ria- 
tioRs  lor,  read  twice,  and  referred  -        -     70S 
repotted  without  amendment    -        •        .    S16 
ordered  to  a  thbd  reading        ...  1400 
Reports  of  the  Commitlaa  on  Cemuere*  and 
Maoufaclures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Drake, 
the  Clerk  was  directed  to  furnish  each  of 
with  ■  printed  copy  of 


086 


Repreaentatlie  Qnahflcation*,  Mr.  Fonyth  snh- 
ntitled  a  reaolntion  inatmetjng  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Elections  to  inquire  conoaming 
oaiiMdet«d,  and  agreed  to  ... 

a  resotntion  reported  by  said  oommittes  was 
adopted,  raqaeating  the  President  to  cana* 
to  be  fnrnished  a  list  of  the  aemban  of 
Congreai  who  baie  held  office  under  iho 
United  States  arnca  the  4th  of  March 


a  Msaaage  from  tbe  PreaideDt,  with  (he  in 
fbmation  a»ked  for        -        -        - 
Revenue,  statement  of  the,  front  all  eonrcea 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Bnainess,  appointment 

of  the  standing  committee  on  <        -    ' 

RcTisiou  of  the  Rerenne  Laws,  Mr-  Crawfbrd'a 


BerolntioDary  Army,  a 

officer*  and  soldiers  of  tbe,  read  t^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading- 
read  the  third  tine,  and  passed 
returned  from  tbe  Bansta  with  amendments. 


agreement  reported,  with  an  emendment  -  I 
report  of  (he  committee  further  amended, 

and  bill  sent  back  for  concurrence  -  1 
Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  a 

resolution  to  print  and  distribute  the  **id 


read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Msssachnsatts,  snknitted  a 
resolution  instructing  the  Military  OoU' 
mittra  to  inqnire  into  the  eipedieney  of 
proiiding  for  inch  officers  and  soldisrs,  as 
well  militia  as  regulars,  of  tbe,  aa  may 
not  be  embraced  in  the  act  just  psated, 
which,  being  eansidered,  was  not  agreed 


idbyCoo^le 


Ixzziii 


INDBX. 

Mmu  Pneetdingt  and  DAaUa. 


■pecch  of,  in  the  c«m  of  John 
00  Mr.  SpeiiMr'i  leiolutioai  ia  (bit  cau 
iBiumilu  a%  on  tlie  FugidTe  SUve  biU  834,  838 
■pMch  of,  on  the  ligbC  of  eipatrkcian  -  1091 
on  the  mutioD  not  to  recaive  the  Piioi  me- 

moiial 1S17 

iimarkiaf,  on  the  rMoIatiOD 


MdmoDti 
■ppaatMl,  ut 


463 


I6T1 


Rice,  TbMDH.  of  HMMCfaVMl 

wu  qualified 

Ki^  Mr,,  i«Huk*  oC  OD  the  i_..  

■peeeh  oil  on  Mi,  Ehea'i  anwndsMiit  to  Mi 

Spencer'*  nMlBtioiu        .        .        .        . 
remark*  of,  on  lb*  reedntion  ctmewning' tba 

ftoad,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Herrich,  the  CotDmittae 
on  Boade  and  Canal*  were  initroeted  to 
iaqnire  iato  the  expedjency  of  ftiithoitdng 

ltoad*,ai 


%  meaMge,  Kith  the  report  of  the  a 

ofWarinreplj »14 

RobbiBS,  Bfintnell,  report  of  the  ^vatiuj  of 

Waron  the  patilkin  of  •        -        -        -  1381 
RobertMQ,  Hr„  of  Loakiana,  q>Mcb  of,  oa  anb- 
auUiag  a  naolntion  reapectiag  the  Santh 
American  proTincea        -        -        '   406,  16iU 

renurta  of,  on   the   nMhilion  reepoeliDg 
Amelia  Uand 413 

«paed)  of,  on  hia  notaoo  CDUHtning  oxpUri- 
•tion 448 

rwnarlu  of,  on  ofCtriag  an  aB«ndment  V> 
tb*  CannnUtion  bill     ■        -        -     533, 810 

qMich  of,  in  the  caae  of  AndMaon 

on  Ilia  bill  concerning  eipatiiatioa      -        •  lOiS 

on  the  memoiial  of  Vincenta  Puoa  -        -  1360 

romarka  of,  on  bill  to  paniah  oertain  oimea    1403 

•peech  of,  on  Mr>  Clay'a  motion  to  amend 

theaame 1410 

RoUnaoD,  Paul,  an  adverae  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  ooncurrad  ia       -        -        -        • 
Rook  Creek  Chuidk,  a  bill  to  anthonK  the  aale 

of  a  part  of  the  tlebe  of,  read  twue 
Rodgen,  Cotamodore  John,  a  bill  for  relief  o( 

tfrieoread TIM 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading  -        ■        -        .  1067 

read  the  ihird  time,  and  paaaad  ~        .        .  lOTS 
Rodne;,  Caaar  A.,  report  of,  to  the  Secretary  of 

State,  on  BouUi  America        •        -        -  ISOT 

•ppendti  to  the  report  of  -  •        -  ISOS 

Roger*,  Thomaa  J.,  the  Speaker  preiented  a  let- 
tar  from  the  OoTcmor  of  PenDijlnnia, 
emdoaing  tbe  retam  of  the  election  of,  ai 
a  RepreaentatiTe  from  that  State,  vice 
John  Roil,  resigned,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Eloetioni        -        -       -       .  U6i 

appeared,  and  wa*  qualified       ...  14U 


Rom,  JidiB,  of  Peanfjlvaaia.  a|>peared,  avd  v 


remark*  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  th«  e&ct 

of  certain  record*,  &c.    -         -        -         -     Ml 
on  the  ruolntion  coneominK  deika    -         -     78S 
nolioe  of  the  reaignatian  of        -         -         -   UH 
Bilea,  Regnlationa,  dec,  for  the  Na**i  Soriee, 
a  MMMgs  from  tho  Proeidanl  of  Dm  Dni- 
ted  Stalea,  tranaoutting  the  report  •(  iko 
Na«7  Commiaaionara  on  the  -        -         .  ITBI 


Salariea,  a  bill  Inim  the  Senate  to  iacreaao  thCi 
□f  certain  officers  of  the  GoicrtunBnt,  read 
twice,  and  referred         ....  jsm 
reported,  with  Bmendmeala         ...  1G47 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  paiMid  aa  «itnd»d  17TS 
the  Senate  diasgreed  to  the  ameadnieat.  and 

the  Hooae  intiatod         ....  1777 
the   SefiBte  receded  from   Uiaagiecncfft  to 
ODO,  and  in*i(ted  on  the  other  ainiiadaiaiii. 
and  the  Honae  aUo  iiuided    ...  ]77f 
a  meaaage  from  the  Senate,  that  thf;  ban 
jMatponed  the  lobject  indefinitelj    .        .  ITSO 
Sale*  of  certain  L«ad(,  abitl  to  anapand  the,  read 

twice J7M 

read  the  third  time,  and  pased  -        .  I7N 

Saline*,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ScoU,  the  Connittee 
on  Public  Land)  were  inilrncted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expadieDCT  of  laanng  the  4<S 
eaDiul,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Headrkka. 
tho  Conmitteo  on  Pnatni*,  dec,  warn 
inatructad  to  iaqaira  into  the  e^cdieBey 
ofplaeing  tbananeo(oD  Ihalktofpin- 

nonira 431 

Sandenon,  Moaea,  Mr.  StMOg  pteiented  tb«  pe- 
tition of,  nforrwl    .....     Mt 
Sand*,  Lncrilia.    ( Bee  SteAow,  EbcHCter,  and 

DfAtft.) 

Bufjar,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  lanarka  vS,  on 

the  Comantation  bill    -        -        -        •    4M 
OB  (he  report  on  IntaiBatImpt«Tem«*t  1114,1111 
qwach  <&,  on  the  raMlotioD  on  aame  aabjact  1S6S 
Bdienck,  Pater  A.    (See  Qtktm,  Dand.) 
Sdoto  Salt  Worki^  on  ntotioa  af  Mr.  Hamaon, 
the  Oommittaa  OB  PnUioLandawacaM- 
atmetad  to  inqnire  iolo  tlia  expefiaMy  al 
■oiling  certain  landa  faaretafon  gnMad. 
bat  no  langtr  ucbil  to  the    ...    791 
Soott,  John,  delegate  from  Minoori,  wai  qodi- 

fiad,  and  took  hi*  aeat    .        .        .        .    4N 
Seunen,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleaaania,  tlia  8etK- 
tary  of  the  Treainry  wa*  directed  ta  re- 
port at  next  eeoaion  the  place*  at  wkach 
proviajon  h**  bam  depoaUad  Ibr  the  ao- 
commodation  of,  Ac.      ....  1764 
Secret  Jonntal*  of  the  Old  Congroa,  an  motiea 
ftf  Hr,  Mercer,  a  committee  wa*  appouled 
to  inquire  intotheezpadieB^  of  [Kittling     579 
Secretary  ni  tbe  Senate  and  Clerfc  of  the  Booie 
trfRapreaentatlTea,  abill  fixing  Iba  eom- 
peaiation  of  the,  read    ....     sOT 
read  a  aeoond  lime,  aid  orderad  la  a  third 

raading  ....._     905 

read  the  third  time,  and  paated  •  .     93( 

rotamed  from  tha  Sanate  with  anakdnuQla, 

and  referred  .        -  .        -         -  ]  13J 

agreamant  repcdtad    .....  13ft 
read,  and  eonenrred  in       -        -        •         -   t7GS 
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BecrMuy  of  War,  Uttan  from  &a  *etiitKi  <»  "•- 
tor  BanUiMd,  on  the  mbjcct  of  Amdia 

Uuid isoe 

Sdlsn,  Jalut,  £lit»,  Ac.     <S«e  Jofiruon,  Biek- 


«.) 


■irrrad  to,  uid  n 


d  to  the  MiliUi7  Com< 


(8m  JIfiUKi.) 
Saif  MDt,  John,  of  Pennijfnnia,  appeiTBd,  and 
wu  qoaiified         .        .        -        - 
•pooch  o(  on  th«  repeal  of  intemal  dat)«i 
on  Iha  Cotnmiitatioii  bill- 
on tiM  moliDii  to  an>i^»l '  Conunittm  of 

PriTllegsa 

rcDiMiki  of,  on  th«  bill  fin  tbe  romiarion  of 


on  the  FagiiiTO  Bb*«  bill  - 
onlbaeaaoitfRiohanl  W.  Meaiie       ■ 

■peach  of,  on  tbe  Bankmpt  bill  • 
m  tbe  PiKM  aomoriat      -       .       • 
on  tha  Dalawan  aad  Cbcaapeaka  eaftal 
Ml  Mr.  TrimUe'a  recolntlon  in  Ae  c««a 
R.  W.  Maade         .... 
Settk,  Mr.  of  Nonh  Camlina,  ipeeeb  of,  in 

caaa  of  Andanoa   .        .        -        - 
Bettlere  on  Public  Landa,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BoMt, 
tba  Committee  of  Pablic  Iianda  wara  ia- 
■Irncted  to  inqniia  into  the  expediencj  of 
•mending  tbe  act  relating  to  - 
a  bill  to  coDtiiine  in  force  tbe  act  Tolallng  to, 


ordorad  to  adiird  leading  - 
read  tbe  lUH  &n«,  and  paaeed 
Sevier,  Oeo^a  W.,  Mr.  Ctaibama  preeented  the 

petition  of,  raraired 
Saybeira  StatiMieal  Annala,  a  bill 
ate  antharimDg  anbeeriptioi 
Nad  twice,  and  rcfbrred 
rmorted  withoat 

M^ered  to  a  thirn  reaaing  -        •        - 
rMd  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaad  - 
Se;b«Hd  John.    (Bee  Buary,  Jonathan  D.^ 
8haw,  Baail,  adTerae  report  on  the  patitioa  of, 

coDcnrTed  in  - 
Shieldci  Tbomai,  Mr.  RobartMm  of  Loniwuia  pie- 

aented  the  petition  of,  ralaired 

^ieldaborongh,  on  motion  of  Mt.  Foindaxter, 

tbe  Committea  of  Comm«f«a,  &c,,  were 

inatincted  to  inqniie  into  the  expadieney 

of  making,  a  port  of  entir      .        -        . 

Bhover,  Oeorge.  (SaaSoUtcraivM/e/tMeMnnee.) 

Bkilian  Sumac,  a  motktn  l«  exempt,  from  dn^    S18 

Sicily,  pepo"  /^'tiie  to  tha  daimt  of  oui  mer- 

cbanti  agiinit  the  Goienunant  of  • 
Simkina,  Eldred,  of  Soalh   Cai^ina,  appealed 
and  wu  qnalified  -        -        -        -        - 
■paeeh  of,  on  tbe  ialctnai'impioTament  raa- 

olution  -        -        - .       ■        -        -        -  1S17 
on  the  Cnmbeiland  Koad  bill     -        •        .  1667 
ontfaebill  to  inereaae  tha  duty  on  iron        -  ITSl 
Simoaton,  John  W.  and  othet«,  Mr.  Jonea  pre- 

■onUd  the  petition  of,  referred        •        -    8S3 
Sinking  Fund,  annnal  report  of  tha  -        -        -    B6B 
detailed  report  of  the  Commiaaionen  of  tha  S3S9 
Sixth  Circtitt,  a  bill  providing  additional  compen- 

attion  to  circuit  judge  of  the,  read  twice       BS4 


Page. 

SladaV  Creek,  ■  bill  to  abolish  rhe  port  of  entry 

■t,  read  twice         .....  1B71 
read  the  third  time,  and  puied  .        ■        •  1678 
Slate  Compmy.  of  New  York,  adTene  report  on 

the  memorial  of  the        ....  iggi 
SlaTery,  Mr.  Lirermore  enbmitted   an  amend- 
ment (o  the  Conatitntion  on  the  aobject 

of 187S 

read,  and  the  queation  of  cooiideraLJan  nega- 

tiTed 1S78 

SlaTea,  a  bill  &om  the  Sonata  to  prohibit  th«  im- 

portatian  sf  -         -  -        -        ■  I7IS 

nad  twice 17I8 

orduad  to  a  third  reading  ....  nift 

amended,  nad  tbe  third  time,  and  paaacd  •  17U 
a  bill  prohibiting  the  introdnclion  of^  into 

the  United  Sutea,  twice  read  -        -        -    S6D 
Mr.  Middleton  ofierad   a  rafaatitute,  which 
waa  agreed  «o,  and  efdarad  to  be  printed, 
and  refanad  ......  jaes 

reported  with  amendmenta         ...  17S0 
Small,  J<^,  a  biU  Aom  the  Senate  for  rdief  of, 

read  twiea 1081 

read  tba  tbiid  time,  and  pa«ed  ...  ms 
Smith,  Ballard,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  waa 

qnatified 406 

apeecbo^on  tba  internal  improTement  reao- 

Inttcn    -         ■ 11*8 

on   tha  aabacriptian   to  the  Delaware  and 
Checapeake  Canal  atock        .        -        .  1396 
Smith,  Samnet,  of  Maryland,  rematka,  of,  on  the 

bill  to  abotiah  internal  dntiea  -  .  •  4S7 
en  the  bill  concerning  RoTvIationary  rar. 

viTora     -       '-       ' 493 

on  the  reaolntion  relating  to  ua<ral  diaci- 

pUne 806 

on  the  FagitiTe  Slave  bill  -        ■        .        -    830 
on  the  remiaaion  of  dntiea  to  the  Cborch 

in  Richmond SS4 

■peech  o(  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        -        .946 
OQ  Mr.  Clay's  amendment  to  the  Neutrality 

bill 1431 

in  reply  to  Hi.  CUy 1117 

on  the  condition  of  the  South  American 

province*       -        -                           -        •  1688 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  on  the  same  (Qbiect    -  1637 
ramarki  of,  on  the  reaolntion  to  grant  med- 
als          16S9 

apeech  o(  on  the  atipi^emental  Bank  bill    •  1766 
ramaika  o^on  a  reaolntion  relating  to  tbe 
Peace  BaUbliihmeDt      ....  1787 
Smith, Ur.,ofNiKtb Carolina, lemaikao^ on  tba 

repeal  of  internal  dntiea  ...  443 
ipeech  of,  on  tbe  bill  to  iacreaae  the  dutiea 

on  iren 1736 

Smith,  Dr.  James,  vaccine  agent,  Mr.  Comatock 

pTMented  the  petition  o(  referred   -        •     710 

an  adverae  report  thereon  eoncnired  in       .     846 

Smith,  Israel,  a  bill  br  relief  of,  read  twioe        •    BS3 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  ...    SS9 

Smith,  Charlee,  a  complimentary  bnt  adverse  re- 

port  on  the  petition  of,  agreed  to    .        .  1094 
Smyth,  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  apeach  of,  in  the 

caaa  of  Anderson  .  '  •  -  -  •  60S 
on  tbe  Ooitmiatttion  lull  -  -  -  •  BIS 
on  the  internal  improvement  Tesrinlion  -  1130 
on  the  South  American  provineaa      .        .  I&BO 
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EbuM  Proceedingt  and  Dthaia, 


Ptga. 

Smjth,  Harold,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tnckir,  Ilia 
Mililarj  Commiltee  ware  instructed  U> 
inquire  into  the  eipedicncj  of  aDthori- 
ling  the  proper  eccoanling  oScera  to 
credit  and  leltle  the  accoDDl*  of      -  -  llIS 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  tnice,  and 

mitted 1392 

Soldier*  who  lefl  the  lerrice,  without  leave,  Ac, 
a  biJI  allowing  bounty  land*  to  certain, 
read  twice, and  ordered  to  lieonthetable  I66S 
SoDth  American  FroTincea,  reporta   and  doeu- 

menta  azhibitiag  the  condition  of  the      -  1067 

SDUIh  Carolina,  a  Menage  from  the  President 

tranemiltiag  a  letter  from  the  Ooveniof 

of,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  relatife  to 

a  propoaed  ■nendmcnt  of  the  Conatitn- 

tion,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table        -        -  lOli 

Southard,  Mr.,  of  New  Jeraey,  remarka  of,  on 

the  ComuutaliOD  bill     -        -        -        - 

on  bill  concerning  Rerclntinnry  anrrvors 

on  the  reuintion  raipectiog  clerka    - 

apeech  of,  on  the  half-pay  FenaioD  bill 

Spain,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forayth,  a  committee 

waa  appointed  to  reqneat  of  the  Preaident 

intbrmation  tonehing-  am  relatione  with    SB4, 

1008 

a  Meeiags,  with  a  report  from  the  Secre- 

Ury  of  State,  in  reply     -        -        -        -  ISfiO 
one  thoiuand  (bur  hundred  copiea  of  the 
Megaage  and   docnmenta  ordered    to  be 

printed 1393 

docnmenta  accompanying  the  Secretary' 

report I8H 

Spaniah  American  pionncea,  Mr.  Jtobertaon,  of 
Loninana,  aubmitled  a  reaolution  relating 

to  the 406 

modified  and  agreed  to,  and  a  eommitlea 

apooiated 

Mr.  Clay  propoaea  lo  lend  a  Minialer  to  the  HM 
theprapoiition  negatLTcd  -  .  -  .  ""■■ 
Mr.  Andenon  renewed  Mr.  Clay'a  propoai- 

lion IflSa 

again  negatiTed,  the  yeaa  and  naya  being 

taken 1666 

Spaniah  Blockadea,  carraipoadenea  in  relation 

to  the 1840 

Spaniah  Urante,  Mr.  Paindeitpr  preaented  the 
petition  of  aundry  inhabitanta  of  Mieaii- 
aipm  againat  the  confirmation  of    •        -  lOlB 
Spaniah  Kecorda,  &c.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert. 
SOD,  a  committee  waa  appointed  to  requeat 
the  Preaident  to  obtain  all,  relating   to 
Loulnana      ......  1743 

Spencer,  Mr.,  of  New  YaA,  reaarkB  oC  on  the 
bit!  respecting  the  authentieation  of  re- 
cords    -        -        -    ,     -        .        .     53fi,  684 
■peech  of,  on  bis  resoluliona  in  the  caae  of 

Anderxon       .        .        -        ■        .    61S,  Ofil 
on  withdrawing  the  preamhla  from  hie  reao- 
lution* 


remarka  of,  on  the  Georgia  claim* 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  diftrict  cotirta  of 

New  York 

on  Mr.  Clay'a  propoaiiion  lo  aend  a  Minis- 
ter to  Booth  America    - 
on  the  case  of  R.  .W.  Meade       ■ 
on  hie  motion  concerning  Judge  Van  Ne*a 
Spragne,  SeUi,  a  bill  for  relief  oC  read  twice 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  . 


1113 


Stiflbrd,  Lieutenant  Aaron,  on  motion  of  Hr. 
Hubbard,  the  Committee  on  PeoaioBS. 
dbc,  were  imlmcted  to  inqoire   into  the  | 

eipediency  of  inereaaing  the  penaioQ  of    9H 
StandingCommitteea, appointmentof theaaTet^     4M    { 
Standing  Role*,  Hr.  Basselt  anbmitted  a  motion 

to  amend  the  .  .'  .  .  -  431 
the  amendment  agreed  to  .  -  -  •  44j 
Mr>  Poindeiter  aubmiUed  another  amand. 

ment  to  the 4M 

alio  agreed  to   -----         -     4S9 

on  mstion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  anotbai  itde 
wa*  added  to  the    -        -        -        -        -     4S9 

Mr.  WendoTar  offered  another  amendment  490 
which  waa  alio  agreed  le  -  -         -     SI4 

Mr.  Taylor  ■obmitled  s  motion   to  unend 

the,  read IMJ 

the  motion  agreed  to         .        -         -        -  140S 
Stantbury,  Tobias  £.  and  William,  m  i^ort  o^" 

ficti  in  the  caae  of,  referred    -  -     SIS 

Stark,  Major  General  John,  Hr.  Bntler  jnwiiilail 

the  petition  of,  referred  -  ...  tllS 
a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  -  ■  IIBS 
read  the  third  time,  and  paved  -        -  ITTH 

Statnte*  of  the  acTeral  States,  on  notion  of  Ht- 
Taylor,  of  New  York,  the  Clerk  wu 
directed  to  procnro  a  copy  of  the  hat 
edition  of  the,  to  be  kept  in  bis  office  for 
the  use  of  membera  .        .    -    .   ioi> 

Stephena,  Ebeneiar  and  othsn,  a  bill  for  relief 

o^  read  twice,  dec         ...         -  139) 
Btaraer,  Uamhard,  Mi.  Hsodricka  preeanted  Iha 

petition  of,  referred        -        .        -         _     gs4 
Stewart,   James,  of  North  OaroUna,  appeared 

and  was  qnsli&ad  ■       -        .        -         .     8I7 
Stiles,  George.    (See  TmtuaU,  TJumai.) 
Stone,  Peter  and  Mary,  Hr.  McCoy  p 

the  petition  of,  refeired        -        -         -    <ii« 
Storra,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remarka  of,  oa  tbe 

bill  to  aboliah  internal  dntiaa  -  -  .  4X7 
on  the  Commntation  bill  -        -    470,  4SS 

on  the  Compeneation  bill  ■  ■  -  -  674 
speech  ot^  in  the  caae  of  Anderson  .  -  StS 
remarka  of,  on  the  reaolution   cencenun( 

clerka 7M 

on  the  Fugitive  Slave  bUI  -    OK,  BM 

•peech  oC  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        -    97t 

Strong,  Mr.,  remarks  ot,  on  the  bill  relatiBg  le 

anthentication  of  record*        .        .        -    &H 
1  the  Compenaation  bill  -        -        -        -    MS 
Strolher,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  coQoerning 

RerolutionBry  eurTiiora  ...    497 

remarks  0^  on  the  Compensation  bill         -    678 
on  tbe  examination  of  Colonel  Walaon      .    7W 
on  the  bill  for  reminion  of  certain  dntiee    -    BID 
apeech  of,  on  the  motion  not  to  recei*e  tbe 
Paio*  memorial     -        -        .        .        -  IS9g 
Stubba,  John  G.     (See  Edioanb,  WHliam.) 
Subsisting  the  Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsjilt, 
umittse  waa    appointed    to  infoire 
the    eipediency   of   changing    tbe 


981 


of,  reversed,  and  the  Committee  of  Clanns 

ordered  to  prepare  a  bill         -         -         -  1G91 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      -         -         -  1696 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1697 

read  ■  third  tine,  and  paased    ...  1714 
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INDEX. 

Hmue  Pnceediatg*  and  DebaUa. 


SnrgcDDi  of  the  Navy,  an  motiDn  of  Mr.  Piirii, 
the  NiTil  Committee  were  tnitnicted  to 
inquire  into  the   eipedienej  of  tlteriDg 

the  nnk  of 480 

8iirTB7  of  the  Cout,  doeqmenta  ahowing  the 

'progrew  made  in  the      -  •        -'  SUT 

SarveyoT  of  Muwnri  and  Miaiuippi,  a  bill  rrom 
the  Baaate  allowing  additioaal  laliiy  to 
the,  nad  twice,  and  referred  -        .        •  1401 
i«poitcd  without  emandment    -        -        •  1446 
oidered  to  *  third  reading  ■        .        -        .  14G0 
SurriTing  ReTolationary  Patriota.    (See  Bn<t- 
i\Uionary  Army.) 


St.  CI*lr,  OeDoral  ArAnr,  a  bill  for  lelief  of,  read 


831 


,  ofal 

on  uoUon  of  Mr.  Fonjth,  tiie  accoaating 
officera  were  direclod   to    nettle  the  ac- 
eoniita  and  paj  with  intcreat  whtteier 
might  be  found  dae        ....    gfg 
the  bill  waa  ordered  to  a  third  leadjng       •     863 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaad  .        .    868 

a  latter  from  the  Baeretarj  of  War,  with  a 
■talement  of  the  account*  uf  .  .  .  860 
Bt.  Stephana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Edwarda,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Landa  were  in- 
Mnicted  to  inqnire  into  the  axpediene; 
of  adding  to  the  land  diatrict  of,  certain 
landa  aewireil  Irom  tbe  Ghiekaaaw  and 

Choctaw  Indiana 980 

T. 
TaUmadge,  Mr,  remaika  o4  on  the  bill  to  abol- 

iah  internal  dotiea  •  .     430, 418 

apeech  of,  on  tho  cue  of  Andenon    .        ■    71S 
renarka  o^  on  the  anmination  of  Colonel 

Wataon 780 

on  the  reaolntion  concerning  clerk*  ■     788 

on  the  Georgia  daimi        ....  1103 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  aubacribe  for  atock 

in  the  Delaware  and  Cbesapeake  Canal  1396 
oD  hia  reaolution  retpecting  the  naTj  pen- 
non fund 1692 

TariC  o»  motioQ  of  Mr.  tngbam,  the  Secretary 
of  llie  Tieaanry  waa  directed  to  report,  at 
the  neit  aeaaiou  of  Congrcaa,  what  far- 
ther imprOTCDienla  might  be  made  in  the  1777 
Tuation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tajrjor,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Landa  were  inatraeted 
to  inqtiiro  into  the  expedient  of  exempt- 
ing bountj  land*  frooi    -        .        .        .    41B 
Taylor,  William,  and  Eiekiel  Walker,  reprat  of 
the  Becretary  of  tbe  Treaiury  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        -        •        .        .    444 
Taylor,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remark*  o(  on  hie 

reaolution  calling  for  a  liat  of  penaionwa    487 
00  the  rcwiution  to  engrave  the  (Urveyot'a 

map  of  bounty  Und*      '.        .        .        .    fiip 
on  continning  the  office  of  Comminioner  of 

'  Claima  - 800 

on  the  reaolution  fixing  tbe  day  of  adjonrn.        , 

ment U8I 

on  the  tapplemontal  Bank  bill  •        •        -  I7SS 
Tajlor,  John,  a  bill  anthoriung,  to  be  placed  on 

the  nat;  penaion  liit,  lead  twice    -        .    691 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  ...  lifio 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  .  14SS 


er,>  01 
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tion  of  Mr.  Bntler,  the  Committee  on  Pen. 
liona,  &«.,  were  inatmeted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  placing  the  nameof.on 

thepeniionliil 860 

Tennant,  lliomaa,  and  Oeorge  Stilei,  advene 

repMt  on  the  petition  of,  agreed  to         -  1661 
Tenoeuee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Uolmea,  of  Maaea- 
chnaelta,  tho  Committee  on  Koada  and 
Canal*  were  inatraeted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  Duiting  the  TomUgbee  and, 

rivera 430 

Mr.  Rhea  preaented  the  petition  of  the  Leg. 
iaietare  o(  concerning  title*  to  land*  ao- 
croingnndergtintaftom  N.  Carolina,  A^    489 
Mr.  Marr  preaented  the  petttian  of  the  came, 

reapacting  the  Cbickaaaw  landa      -        -  1891 
Mr.  Blount  preaented  a  petition  concerning 

an  eich&nge  of  certain  landa  ...  1400 
Mr.  Mair.the  *ame,an  lubjeet  of  landtillea  1400 
a  bill  from  the  Sonale,  anpplemental  to  the 
act  aathoiiiing   the   State  of,  to    iaraa 
gttnl*  of,  read  twice       ...        -  1668 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed         -        -  1668 
Terrill,  Mt^  (peech  of,  on  the  Georgia  dainu    -  1098 
Territorial  Qafernment,  a  bill  from  the  Benftte 
to  altar  and  amend  the  act  to  erect  ■  atp. 
arate,  for  the  eaatem  patl  of  Hiaai*aii^, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...  1Q13 
reported,  without  amendment    ...  )093 
read  the  third  lim*,  and  paaaed  ...  1778 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Forvth,  the  Jndtoiaiy 
Committee  were  inatmeted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altsing  the  lawa  relat- 
ing la    I40I 

Teiiy,  Mr.,  remarlu  o(  on  the  propoeed  arraet  of 

John  Andereon 683 

on  the  motion  for  a  Committee  of  Piinlege*     606 
Thomaa,  Colonel  Jame*,  on  motion  of  Mr.  De- 
aha,  the  aoeounta  and  paper*  in  the  caae 
ot,  were  referred  to  the  Attorney  Oenei^  1714 
Thompaon,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  let  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice    866 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        -  1697 
read  tbe  tliird  time,  and  paaaed  ...  1714 
a  bill  in  addition  to   the  act  for  relief  ot, 

489 


ordered  to  a  tbtid  reading 
read  tho  third  time,  and  pi . 
Thne  per  cent.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  pay- 


ing t 


oftte 
g  that  St«te,  read  twice. 


•ale*  of  land* 

and  rafenad  .        -        .        -        - 
repulad,  without  amendment    - 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  nading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amend 
the  Senate  diaagreed  (o  the  amendment 
Till**  to  Laodf ,  Mr.  Bobetlaon  preunted  the  pe- 
tition of  tlie  Legiilalure  of  Louiaiana  con- 
eerning,  referred    .        -        .        -        . 
Titlea  of  Nobility,  dw.,  Mr.  Edward*  aubmitted 
■  readution,  requeeting  informatioD  of  the 
Preaident  a*  to  the  number  of  Statea  that 
had  ratified  the  amandment  of  the  Conati- 
tutien  in  relation  to        ~        -        -        • 
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nroEx. 

AttMS  Pnaedmga  ami  Dtbaieg. 


ToU  Biidge  oret  the  Eutcrn  Bnnch,  Mr.  Pater 
prenDtcil  the  prtition  of  tlii  inhabitutU 
of  WMhiogtoD,  pttjiag  ui  tct  for  ■ 
TooaBga,  lb*  tuuiaal  Matein«Qt  of  Ulb,  freu  tb 

TrMiui;  Departineat    ■        -        .        .    7gs 
on  motioD  of  Mr.  SilibM,  the  Cm 

ConuDeice  uid  MannfactiirM    _ 

itroetcd  eoncaniiDg  tbe,dDty,  tte.  - 
&  Isttei  from  the  Bamtarj  ot  the  Treunry 

ttmptctiag liU 

Tonnage  •nd  (UMriaiuiatiiir  dntiet,  a  Ull  from 

ths  SanatB  concerning   ....  IT38 

read  twice,  and  i«faned    ....  1739 

rap«rtad  without  amendment     .        -        .  1704 

amended,  and  ptMwl  Bi  amended      -        -  176S 

ToRaa,  Manuel,  the  Speaker  preaaBled  a  pep< 

from,  whidi  WM  refened  (a  die  Gonui 

taeaf  Wajaand  Meani  ...  igeo 

poitpoaed  to  the  next  aeaeion    -        -        -  1737 

~  Jodg*  Harry,  the  Speaker  preasntwl 

paper  &om  £dwjn   Lewia  reqmtint 

It  hii  d — ~  -  ... 


dndiarged  from  iti  fvrtber 


I,  Bjlnnna,  on  motioit  of  Mr.  Com- 

rtock,  the  claim  at,  wai  referred 
TradiBg-boDiai  with  the  Indian  Kibei,  ■  bUI  for 

•ataldudiiag,  read  twice  ... 

Transfer  of  Claimi,  a  bill  for  the,  fron  the  Con- 

MMrioner  nndar  the  property  act,  to  the 

turd  Anditor,  read  twice 
read  thethtrd  time,  and  pamed  - 
Tranifei  of  Depeutei,  a  letter  from  the  Bt 

ry  of  the  Treeeory  on  the  snbtect  of  the 
,  TranifeT  of  Public  Debt,  report  on  the  lagaUly  ef 

a,  bj  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btataa 
Traniportation  of  penona  of  color,  for  sale,  Ac., 

a  bill  from   the  Senate,  raapecting  the, 

read  twice,  and  referred 
TreaauiT  No(m   loot  or  deatrojed,  a  bill 

thorize  the  payment  of,  in  certain 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  poMed      - 
Treaty  of  Ghent.     (See  Gkmf.] 
Trimble,  Mr.,  *peech  of,  on  hie  motio) 
ing  R.  W.  Meade  - 
oit  hia  reMlmion  anthoriiing  the  Preaidenl 

to  m^e  repriiak   • 
remark*  of,  on  the  noiion  u 

Pazo*  memorial 
•pMoh  of,  on  tiering  a  lubetitute  for  the  nw- 

olntion  repotted  by  the  Meade 
in  T«^y  to  Mr.  Hopkinaon 
lamarki  of,  in  answer  to  Mi.  Fonyth 
on  rabmitting  a  reaointion  rataling  to  the 
Peace  EitaUiahmant      .        .        .        - 
Tnwillet,  Peter.     (See  flo*er,  A*n.) 
Tncker.Mr.,  of  Virginia,  ipeech  ot  on  the 
tion  for  a  Committee  of  Privileges 
on  the  reeolnlioDi  of  Mr.  Spencer 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        .        . 

remark!  of,  on  the  report  on  interna] 

prOTementi 

apeeeh  of,  on  the  resoluUon  iobmltled  by 


that  committee 


Tooker,  Mr. — eonlinned.  Pi^ 

remark!  o^  on  the  Pa*aa  Bwamial        Ufi^  Un 
■poeoh  o^  on  the  ranatimtjoBoli^  of  inter- 

n«J  iuproTement   .....  isil 
remark!  of,  on  Ike  Delaware  ai^  Choao- 

peaka  Caooi -  i4n 

on  Mr.  Clay'i  motion  to  amend  the  Nevtal. 

i»7  hill UM 

■peMb  o^   on  tlie    Sooth  Ameadean  pn- 

''"cea -   I68fi 

Tnmbnll,  Jobi^  a  bill  br  raliaf  of  the  lc«al  n^ 

reaentatirea  o^  read  twiee       -        .        .  ]49( 
Tnni«i\  Tttomai,  a  bill  coneeraiag  the  ban  aad 

legateee  of,  read  twice    ....   149c 
Tamer,  Uharlea,  jr.,  a  eonfidwUial  latlar  boa, 

to  the  honorable  John  Holmee        -        .  S38S 
Tyler,  Mr.,  lemaiki  o(  on  the  rqiort  of  the  con. 
miltoe  on  ramiaaiott  afdotieata  the  Ekh- 
mood  duinh  .....     gg 

•paech  lO,  on  the  Bankiopt  bill .  .     M>7 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland    .        .     Ml 
Tyler,  Benjamin  0.,  the  Speaker  pnee^  a 
letter   from,    accomunied    with   k    fee 
nmik  copy  of  the  bocUtalien  of  Ibm- 
pendence       ......  110 

U. 
Unexpended  Appropriationi,  on  oMtum  of  Hr. 
Taylor,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  w«b 
diieetod  to  report,  at  the  next  anaainii  af 
C^ngreao,  the  auma  eipendad  nndoi  Ike 
aeteial  acta  rewarding  the  offieen,  A«^ 
of  cerUin  veaela,  for  pnrahioa  of  eeaaale 
captored  on  Lake  Ere,  dec,  and  the  hti- 


:aof 


■  167& 


Vaccine  Agenta,  on  motion  of  Mt.Floyd,  aeoaa. 
mittee  waa  appointed  to  iniinirB  into  tha 
eipediency  of  granting  the  franking  prat. 

ilege  to 500 

a  bill  to  extend  the  priTilege  of  franking  to, 
read  twice     ......     543 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  i4so 

read  tile  ihiid  time,  and  paaaed  ...  14C1 
Van  Dyke,  Chartea,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy  on  the  petition  of   .        .        .  lOTl 
Van  Neaa,  Jodge,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sponcar,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inqniie  iota 
the  official  conduct  of    .         ...  1715 

ViUere,  Jacquei,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  0C«l« 

on  the  petiUon  of,  referred      ...    445 
adTeiae  report  thereon        ....    Ml 

Vincennea,   a   bill  from  the  Senate  to   adjoat 

tiainu  to  land  in  the  town  of,  read  twice  till 
committed  b  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  I6« 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  paned    -        -        ■        .         .  1779 
Virgioia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Jndieiaty 
Committee  were  inatroeted  to  inqnire  into 
the  expediency  of  eatabliahing  a  diatrict 
court  for,  weit  of  the  Alleghany  noun- 

taina S3i 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  Ac     -        •    HI 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  aame  conunit. 
toe  were  inttnicted  to  inquire  into  th* 
,  eipediency  of  altering  the  time  fbr  hold, 
ing  the  United  Statea  conita  io       .         .897 
a  toll  for  diat  purpoae  read  twiee        -         .     981 
read  the  third  lim^  and  paaaed  ...  iqqt 
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INDBX. 


~  ViiginU  Milituj  Lwd  WarruU,  a  bill  bmm  th« 
^  8«aata  to  eitend  the  tiiaa  for  liii>liim, 

fcc,  T«d  tnica,  and  refemd  ••        -    517 

1  npoHad  with  auMailmMili        -        -        ■    737 

■maBdmanti  adopted,  asd  o(d«ndlo  «  AM 
nadinff  ...        ....  loes 

read  the  third  time,  and  panad  aa  iMnmlrrt  1B07 
:  Vvlanteer  CaTalr^,  a  bill  for  ihereKef  «/eeitain, 

nad  twice ISIS 

ordarad  to  a  Ihinl  raediag  ...  17Ifi 

read  the  third  liar,  and  paaaad  -        -        •  171B 


Wah'a  State  Papert,  Mr.  Sergeuit  tDbmittcd  re>- 

olatiooa  diraeting  that  a  copj  of,  be  fkir- 

nUiad  to  eadi  of  the  jadgei  of  Om  8d- 

prame  Conrt,  read  twice 

read  the  third  time,  and  paned 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  aathorsing  aubecr^ 

tion  ftr  the  Ilth  rolnme  of,  lead    - 
read  a  eecond  timn,  and  committed    - 
Walker,  EwkicL     (See  Taylor.  mUitaa.) 
Ward,  Samaei,  a  bill  tntn  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred    ■ 
Warner,  Martia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  ftr 
lief  of,  read  twice  -        -        -        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaad 
Waaliin|:ton,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  mp^emoii- 
tal  to  the  act  fiiither  to  amend  the  charter 
of  the  City  of        -        -        -        - 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  commit- 


ted 


WataOD,  Colonel  Joaeph,  examination  of,  at  the 

bar  of  the  Houae    -  -  •  - 

a  letter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  read 

'Way*  and  Meani,  appointment  of  the  itanding 


mittee  diechaiged  from  the 


motion  of  Mr.  Linn, 


appointed  to 
>r  eatabliihin 


petition  ol 
Weighb  and  Meaanre* 
a  committee  waa 
the  eipedienc; 

^Vella,  tieorKa  R.,  a  bill  for  relief  of.  read  twice 

read  the  third  time,  and  paued 
Welle,  Benjamin  and  John,  the  committee  die- 

cbarged  from  the  petition  of  - 
WendoTer,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  Ida  retolation 
reapeeting  the  flag  of  the  United  ' 
epeecli  of,  on  the  bitl  to  alter  the  aai 
Wharton,  Lieutenant  Colonel  PrankUii,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Floyd,  the  Seaetaiy  of  the 
Navy  waa  directed  to  lay  before  theHonee 
the  proceeding*  of  the  court  martial  on  - 
latter  from  the  Secretary,  tranamitting  the 

Wlieeler  and  Cook,  an  advane  report  concnrred 

in,  on  the  petition  of      -        -        -        - 

Whistler,  Major  John,  id*erae  report  on  the  pe< 

tition  of 

Whitman,  Mr.,  remaika  of,  on  the  lull  to  aholidi 
internal  dnliee        .        .        .        .        - 
Bpeech  of,  in  the  caae  of  Anderaon 
remark!  of,  on  the  reaolntion  conoeminf 


Ptf.. 


Whitman,  Mr.,  remark*  of— continued, 
on  the  FngitiTa  SUto  IhU 
apaecb  of,  on  the  Bankrapt  bill        -        -  1614 
remarka  o(  on  the  anppleuental  Bank  bill  17B& 
Widow*  and  Orphana  of  the  Officer*  and  Sol- 
dier* of  the  lata  War,  Mr.  Harriaim  anb- 
milted  a  reaotniian  on  the  mbject  of  the    UD 
freed  to,  and  referred      ....     Ml 
D  motion  of  Ih*  aame,  the  Secretary  of 
War  waa  directed  to  report  die  amotuit  of 
penaton*  granted  to  the  ...    476 

bill  to  eitBod  fw  a  fiirtbei  Imb  of  five 
yeara  the  pcniiona  te,  read  twioe    -        >    S7S 
Widow*  of  Mihtia  SoUian,  Mr.   Edward*,  of 
North  Oanliiia  ottred  a  reaolntion  to  in- 
qnire  into  the  expediency  of  ™»Hiig  pf^ 

viaioclbrth SSI 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  MililAry  CSoea- 

mittaa -       -    Ml 

a  bill  oonceming,  raid  twice,  dec       •        -  1007 
WUJiiina,  Lewi*,  remarka  •(  on  the  biU  to  absl- 

iah  iatarnal  dntiea  ....    436 

remarka  and   ilatemant  of,  on  Andenon'* 

tetter  to  him SSO 

"     ~  884 

7S6 


apeeeh  of,  on  the  bill  eoneemiiw  eipatria. 

tion 1076 

remark*  of.  on  the  caie  of  B.  Vf.  Meade    -  1711 
oD  a  reaalntian  concaraing  the  Peace  E*. 

tabliabmeot 1767 

William*,  Mr.  of  CanaectienI,  nniark*  of,  on  the 

bill  relating  to  record*,  Ac    -        .        -     58G 
remark*  of,  on  the  FogitJTe  SlaTe  bill        -    889 
■peech  of,  on  the  Bankrnpt  bill  -        -        -     977 
Williama,  Heniy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blonnt,  the 
Honae  reconaidered  their  fote  of  oonenr- 
renee  in  thaadverae  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claim*,  and  the  petition  of,  waa 
referred  to  th*  Committee  of  the  Wh^e    SIS 
Wniiami,  Thomaa,  of  th*  Iroqnoie  tribe,  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition  of, 

laid  on  the  table 1983 

Williama,  Frederi<^.     (See  Bmeti,  Frtderiek.) 
Wilmot,  John,  a  biH  for  rehef  of,  read  twice,  Ao.     S78 
Wilnm,  John,  of  Maaaachnaett*,  appeared,  and 

waa  qnalifled 817 

Windmill  Point,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kewton,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mann&o- 
tnre*  were  inilmcted  to  inquire  iota  the 
expediency  of  erecting  a  light-hoiu*  on  -  791 
Winea  and  Diatilled  BpiiitB,  a  bill  to  pioTide  for 
die  depoaile  of,  in  the  pablic  warohoua**^ 
read  twice,  and  leierrnl  ...  1183 

reported  withont  amanilmenl,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        -        .  I7SS 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa***d  ...  173S 
retnmed  from  the  Etanate  with  amendmenla, 
and  concurred  in   ■        -        -        -        -  1777 
Winter,  Gabriel,  Mr.  Jolinaon  pieeented  aundr; 
docnmenta  in  aupport  of  the  petition  oC 
which  were  referred        ....    AVt 
Winter,  Eliaha  and  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  read  twice,  Ac  ....     B17 

a  Inll  £>r  the  final  adjtiatment  of  the  land 
elaima  ofj  read  twice,  Ac        ...     STS 
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Buue  PrmxaHnga  dndZM>atM. 


WithdiBird  of  EDlriei,  Ac,  bill  from  tb«  Senats 

coDceming  the,  tmiI  twice,  ind  laCemi  •    I 
reported  without  unenilincDt,  and  ordered 

to  ■  third  readiog : 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        •        -    ' 
Woodworth,  Bocwell,  an  adTsne  report  on  the 
petitioQ  of,  agreed  to      -        •        -        - 
Work,  John,  a  bill  Ibi  the  relief  of,  read  twice   - 
ordered  to  «  third  reading  -  -  •         ■  1 1 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -        -  II 
Wontar,  Alexander,  an  adTene  report  on  the 

petition  of 

read,  and  reTcraed  bj  the  CommittM  of  the 

Whole 

WorthinBton,  Oad,  a  hill  for  the  relief  oT,  read 


Yet*  and  Nav t,  on  the  fliud  paaeafe  of  tbe  bill 

to  ahMiab  iDlemal  dntiea  ...  443 
Ml  amending  llie  Conpenaation  bill  1173,  fi76, 677 
on  the  final  paanfe  of  the  aame  -    U9 

on   indefinitely  poatponing   Mr    Spencar*! 

raaolationa  in  the  eM*  of  Andaraon  -  776 
«n  Mr.  Culbretb'a  amendment  to  Mr.  Tall- 

madBo'a  reaolution  ....  778 
on  the  queetion  calling  Anderaon  fsilhwilli 

to  thebar  of  theHonae  -  ...  777 
on  atriking  mil  the  appropriation  tor  bravat 

rank 794 

on  indeSnita  poatponemant  of  the  Commn- 


83! 


on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  aame  

on  the  Beoate'a  ameodm«DU  to  tha  Mititarj 

Appropriation  bill  -  -  .  -  .  860 
an  coDCorrenee  with  tha  committee  in  tbe 

peniioD  to  Genaral  Bu  Clair  .  ■■  .  B68 
on  amending  the  bill  conceming  half-pay 

pennoo* S7S 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  aame  -  -  880 
OD  indefinite  pDitponement  of  the  Bankrupt 

bill 1037 

on  the  Ideation  of  re^erung  the  report  on 

the  Inah  euigruita  ....  |D53 
on  atriking  aatAe  firet  aeetion  of  the  Eip*. 

triatioDlnU 1071 

on  indefinita  poatpooement  of  the  Mine  -  I0S3 
OB  Mr.  Robotaon'i  aabatttate    -  .  lios 


laa  and  Naja — eontinaed.  P^e. 

on  inde£nite  poatponament  of  tbe  Oaorgia 

dainw  -....-.  i\c_ 
on  the  Benate'i  ejnendmanta  to  tbe  bill  oon- 

eeming  RaTulntiomry  mr»iTura  -  -  llOt 
on  tha  third  reading  of  the  Qeorgia  Clajme' 


bUI 


-  III! 


on  the  final  paenge  of  tha  naolatioa  to  ad- 
journ ISth  April    .....  iiK 
on  raceiTing  the  memorial  of  Tioenle  Paaoa  ISU 
on  indefinita  poUpoQement  of  die  firet  rMo- 

lation  fin  inlamel  improrament  -  -  I3g( 
on  concnniog  with  the  comuittea  on  aaid 

reaalalioQ  •-....  ugg 
on  agreeing  to  the  eeeood  reaolalioo  •  -  13Se 
on  amending  the  third  reaolntion  -  -  I3S7 
on  agieeiog  to  the  nme  -  -  .  .  isn 
on  agreeing  to  the  fourth  reaolution  -  -  1388 
on  the  third  raiding  of  the  Sanata  bill  coo. 

ceiniog  certain  roada  ....  i4gg 
on  rererung  tha  report  on  the  OUo  oon- 

teatcd  Election  •  -  -  .  .  144s 
on  agreeing  with  tha  ConuniUee  of  Elec^^  I44t 
OD  indefinite  poatponaEoant  of  lb*  Nentral- 

itj  Wll \ttl 

on  unending  the  aaid  bill  >  .  .  .  1454 
on  tbe  third  reading  of  tha  aame  -  -  1466 
on  Hr.  Clay's  propoaition  ta  a  Miniatar  to 

Sonth  America       .....  isu 
on  indefinita  poatponeinent  of  the  Camber- 
land  road       -        ...        -         .  1037 
on  Uie  final  panage  of  the  uid  bill    -         .  1864 
on  the  final  pMaageof  the  bill  filing  tlie 

time  for  next  meeting  of  CoDgraa*  -  .  16M 
on  the  reaolatiooa  relaliog  to  iotaraal  im- 

proTement  ...-.-  .  jsTf 
on  the  appropriation  lor  fami-fcinj  t^g  Rep. 

leaentatiiee'  Chamber  -  .  .  .  mgo 
on  the  apptopriation  for  the  oentre  bniUinK 

of  the  Capitol leM 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  UU  lor  relief  of 

atlfferers  on  tbe  Niagara  frontier  -  .  ISM 
an  eansidering  the  Senate'a  amendment*  to 

the  FugiliTB  Slave  LUI  -  -  .  .  1716 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  £>r  relief  of 

the  owner*  of  the  Aiiadns  -  -  -171* 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Nangatian  Ull  .  J  711 
00  amending  the  Mil  to  incraaia  tba  dsfr 

on  iron 173ft 

on  the  final  pauage  of  the  aame  .  17M 

on  amending  the  UU  concerning  dnliiBB  on 

importa  and  tonnage  -  .  .  1741, 1741 
on  the  third  reading  of  tha  aame  -  -  I74S 
on  indefinite  po*lponemcnt  of  the  aopplo- 

mental  BanV  biU 17«S 

on  indefinita  poatponament  of  the  bin  to  in- 
crease certain  salariaa    ....  1774 
on  amending  the  waae       ....  I7T& 
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msEx. 

PuiUie  Act*  and  ReKlntwm. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


AddiliontI  Luid  OffioM,  tn  act  mmkiBB  pnrrUsa 
for  iha  aaUblutunant  o^  in  Una  TttaMij 

ofHUuDii 381* 

Alabama,  an  act  eononoing  lbs  T«ttitoi7  of    -  SCST 
an  act  reipeeliiig  ibe  aai**;  and  mIc  of 

land,  in  "^^ SM9 

Alien  I>Dti«i,  an  act  to  ««thoiii«  the  Bocretarr 

of  the  Twaamj  to  remit  or  pay  ceiUio    -  S587 
Atmv,  anacltoiesDlatallwitaffoftlM    -        -  3M1 
anaetTefl>tclin»th«organiiationoftlie    -  M81 
AmaragM  in  tba  MiUtaij  EstabUihment,  an  act 

■•king  appnipiiatiiHK  for  the  pajmant  of  S6I0 
B. 
Bath,  in  MaMMbawttai  •»  »:t  making,  a  port  of 

.niij,  *c. ■  -van 

BTcvet  Office™,  an  act  to  ragnlate  the  pay  and 

emolnmenti  of  ■  •  *  ■  •  »»' 
Brnniwick,  in  OMrgi*.  an  act  eonceming  the 

diatiiet  of »!• 

C. 
l;apcViDeeDt,BtiacttoeitaUubaponof«nti7M  9646 
Certain  Certificate*,  an  act  for  paynisnt  of,  &o.  3638 
Certain  Ciinea  against  the  United  Btalaa,  an  act 

in  action  to  the  act  to  pnniah  - .  -  S66T 
Cheaapeake  Bay,  roaoluiion  directing  the 

pletton  of  the  «ii»eT  of  the  waten  of  the  860S 
Ciaima  in  tke  Offieaof  the  Comroiaaioner.an  act 

far  tmnilMrinv  l»  the  Thiid  Auditor  the  S6SS 
C*a«ta  of  Um  United  State*,  an  act  to  i^eal  the 

•et  to  profida  for  •nrrajing  the  -  -  S640 
ColDmbiaBlnatitnta,anMttaincoij>(tnitetha,&c.  S6M 
Uolnmiiian  Inanranee  Company,  m  Alazandiia, 

an  a«tta  iiwoponte  ^a  •  -  -  S611 
Cmnpenaation,  an  act  allowing,  to  memhei*  nf 

Cengiaaa,  Ac        .        .        .        •        . 
Congraa,  an  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 


Flfhing  Teaula,  an  act  c««ic«roing  the  bounty 


Flag  of  the  United  Stataa,  as  act  la  ettabUih  the  3524 
Fl<Hnda,  resolution  retallTg  to  the  oecnpatioD  of, 

by  the  United  Sutea  ■  •  ■  -3601 
an  act  to  enable  the  Freaident  to  take  poe- 

wtman  of 3603 

•n  Mt  concerning  tbo  Mid  act  -  -  -  3S03 
Forflaitnre  of  Luidi,  an  act  to  auapand  for  a  lime 

the  aate  or,  &c aS49 

Fonrteanth  Congreii,  reaolntion  directing  the 

lawi  of  the,  (a  be  diatiibnted  among  the 

mornbera  of  the  fiftaenth  Congt«»  -        •  3600 


QoTetnmant,  as  act  making  appropriation  for  the 

iSpport  of 2630 

•n  act  aqiplemental  to  the  act  making  ap- 
proprialiiini,  dt«.    -        .        •        -        -  2&6i 

I. 

Import  and  Tminage,  an  act  to  oontinBe  in  faros 
a  certain  part  of  the  act  to  regnlala  the 
dntiea  on 3S84 

Index  to  the  Act*  and  Rewdationa  of  Congress, 
a  rvMdatian  dir«cting   the   Bearstary  of 


lonrnab  and  Piocaadinga  of  the  Convention 
which  formed  the  present  Constitution, 
lesolntion  dirsctiag  the  pabHeation  and 
distribution  of  the 3600 


3646 


Conrthonae,  Jail,  Ac,  in  Alexandria,  an  act  to 

proTide  for  the  erection  of  •   •        •        -  »;»" 

Cnmbsiland  Road,  an  act  making  fbrther  appro- 

piiations  fat  Ihs  coutinnanee  of  the        -  3640 
D. 

Direct  Tazsa  and  Internal  Unties,  an  act  iu[^le- 

mmtal  to  the  act  relative  to    •        •        -  3669 

Diattict  of  Colsmbia,  an  act  to  increase  the  sala- 
ries of  the  Jodges  of  the  Circuit  Cowt 
liir  Ihs 8B79 

Document^  reaolntion  aatboiiiing  tlie  distribQ- 

tion  of  certain  pnMic      .        -        .        .  3697 
rsaolatiao   directing  the  tiansportation  of 
certain,  free  of  poetege    .        -        -        -  3699 

Drawback,  an  act  allowing  the  beneBt  of,  in  a 


Land  Lawa,  rasolntion  relative  to  tb 

of  tlie  late  edition  of  tba        -        -        -  SS98 

Land  and  Naval  Servioe,  an  act  to  pcoride  for 

certain  paraons  engaged  in  the       •        -  3616 

l.a*n  of  the  United  States,  an  act  to  provide  far 

the  publication  of  the    -        -        -        -  2666 
rasolntion  directing  the  dinribntion  of  ear- 
tain,  among  the  membsrs  and  delegate* 
of  TetritoiiM  of  Iha  Fifteenth  CongrsM  3696 
resolutian  directing  tha  procurement  of  cer< 
uia       ■        -        -        -        -        -        ■  S998 


Maine,  an  act  allaring  the  time  for  holding  a  ses- 

aion  of  the  district  oourt  in  the  district  of  3633 
Hann&ctured  Articles  impvrtsd,  an  act  In  ii 


Baslem  part  of  KTisaissippi,  «n  act  to  alter  and 
emend  the  act  to  establish  a  separate  Ter- 
ritorial government  far  the     -        •        •  3691 

Brie.anaettachBnge  thenameof  thedistrietof  3636 
F. 

Fire  Insiiranoe  Company  of  Wadtingtmi,  an  ad 
to  incorporate  a 

lAh  Cor.  IM  Sbbs.— D 


Mechanic*'  Relief  Society  of  Alexandria,  ai 

to  incoiporate  the  -        -        •        -        ■  » 

Medals  to  Major  Oencral  Hsrrison  and  Governor 
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